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The Island of San Douni~lgo lies in the torrid zone, between 
1'7" 36' and 19"58' n o r t l ~  1:ititnde a l ~ d  Ciso 25' and 74" 30' west 
longitude of the i~leridian of' ( h e e n n i c l ~ .  I t  is situated between 
Cuba and L'orto Iiico, east-iouth-eaht of the former and weit-
north-we~t of the latter island, mid is washed on the riortll by 
the Atlantic Ocean and on the south by the Car14)cau Sea, the 

1' c21annr.l Itnown as the Windward I'nssage dividing it from Cuba, 
and the Mona Paisape froin Porto 1tic.o. 

I ts extreme lengtli, f r o n ~  east to west, is close u ~ o n600 ~niles, 
while its breadth, from 11ort11 to sontli, varies from 30 to 240 
miles. 

Some geographe~s give it ail area of 13,171 sqnare miles, 
others 14,100, arid rrrany place i t  as higli as lS,000. Of this 
extent more than two-tllirdh 1)elong to the Uomir~ican Repnblic, 
the balallce co~r~prises the Itcpuhlic of I Iayti. 

The following reinarl<s refer solely to the 1)omiriican Itepuh- 
Sic : 

\L 

TO1'O(~RAl'IIIChI~1)ERCILIT' ~ION-- ' l ' l i lLlLI101~~7. 

The territory of the  I>orui~~ican compri~eswhatI t c p ~ ~ b l i c  
forrricrly conbtitoted the Spanish lmrtion of the Island of San 





T l ~ celltire co:~ht-linc of the I)olrli~iic.arl Iiepnblic. ia indentccl 
with irially hpaciouh, c~olri~iiodio~~s a11t1 safe harbors, of which, 
co~rilrrcnei~~gat t l ~ e  nort11-wc>stcrncxtrcrriity of the Ihpnblic+, : u d  
following tlic co:rit-lil~e to tile 1Iaytic11 frontier on t l ~ e  south 

\I coast, t l ~ eprincaipal are : Marlzariillo, SIontc-('ristg, T>al)c:la, 

So~lfflet, J'nerto 131,1ta. I31lerto ('al)cllo, (':~l):trct, S < ~ I I M I &  
Q11iabo11, La I < o ~ ~ i a ~ i a ,  I )oni i~~go,Sow, Uatwris, S :~~r to  l ' a l c i~q~~e ,  



Xizao, ],a Caldera, the 1 ~ y  of Ocoa, ,\ma, 13;~ldiona,ou the b a ~  
of Neiln, and Enriqtlillo, forrnerly Petit-Trou. JVitli very Ixre 
exceptions, frebll water ill ;hnnd:mce is ohtninable at all tlicl 
above l~arlorti. 

On the r~ortli coast lie Key hrcnas  and several others, near 
Monte-Cristy. 

On the eastern coast, in  the bay of Sartlarlti. are the following 











Keys : Levantado, Pascal, Arena, Carenero Chico, (hrenero 
Grande, Paloma, and Corozo. 

Off the nortlicrn coast of the penirisula of Sarnanh, arc : Las 
Canas arid ,Jackson. 

011 the north coabt is Key Soufflet. 
On tlie sonth coaqt : Pasage and Aridres. 
On the nortli-eaht coast : ( h i  and Cito. 

Xnriiluillo, the largest within the territory of the Republic, is 
situated near Se iba  in the District of I3araliona. 

I t  is 54 miles in circmriference ("), and d l  milee distarlt from 
the sea-coast. 18 waterh are salt, and have the same specific 
gravity as sea-water. It chbs :ind f lom with the tide. Kine 
small rivers enter into it. 

A t  almut its centre, is situated an island, Cabrito, some t i  
~riiles long by 3 wide, which a1)ounds in liertls of goats, a ~ i d  
has a spring of fresh-water. 

The next largest lalie to Enriqnillo, and in proxirriitj to it, is 
that of J)el I~'ondo,wliicll lies on tlie IIajt ien frontier, and one 
half of which belongs to the latter Iicpublic. 

There are beside the above, fourteen smaller lalies in thc 
Tlominican Republic. 

(*). This cil-cumference of lake Enriquillo is given by Father Valverdc., 
Dr.  hlerii~o and 3Ir. Guritli. The  writer would not like to question such 
authorities, but thinks that, judging from the size o f  the island in its centre, 
and the degrees of lon~i tu t le  which the lake rneasurrs in the maps of the 
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PART 11. 

l ' l I Y s I ( ' L I I A  G l < o ( ; l ? * l I ' 1 l Y .  

The n i o u ~ ~ t n i ~ isyhtems of tlic I<c.pul)lic may be di\  idcd into 
three main raiyes, subdivided as Follonb : 

The nio~lrltairw of Salrianli, llatorii, Xonte-C'risty, ('ibao, 
Cons ta~ l~a ,S a ~ iItaf;tel, I l i ler ,~('wirral, < Jaim, S c i h  and Yalnrnco. 

Follo\\ i l~g is a list of the prinvi1)al i ~ i o w ~ t & ~ ~ sand tlicir 
respective eleratioli~ above tile l e ~ c l  of tllc ma : 

Y A M T I  E C L I .I - 11o11tc T i m  (*), . . 10,302 
Pico clcl '17nclue, . . !),G!N 
K m t e  ( ' l~cnrucho, . 7.232 
1,oma 1;io hide. . . (i,h!t!? 
1'ic.o clel S o ~ + e ,  . 6,447 
1.cm1a I':~rl~a, . . 6.201 
JTontc ('nenreli, . <5,I!)? 
3101ltc. Si;;na, . 4,423 
31ontc. I',:~rrcro, . 4.101 
Monte I h b ,  . . 4,Oiih 
J,oma 1)icgo tle Ocn~lipo, . 4,033 
Monte RIijo, . 3,!u1 
1,onia h p o +  . :$.592 

-. 

(*) Ilr .  11(rino c <1II1 ~ttention,I n  h ~ i  to  t l i t  (1ronrou5 it,iti'ment~ L O ~ I A I ) ~ ~ ~ ,  





-- 

NAMES. LENGTH. NAVIGAR1,F:. 

Artil)onito, . . 237 ~liiles. R!) rniles. 
Ylllla,, 225 ' C  5% " 
yailu" ,. . . 210 " 51 ( '  
N eiba, or l'i~ilue,P. . 199 " 36 " 

t LOxartla, . (i0 2% 
t c  ibOamii, (3 27 

( M a s ,  . . 51 " 1 7  " 

( h a ,  t i 0  " 15 u 

h l x l a ,  &C; 1 2  '( 
- -- --- A . ----

(*) T h e  ri\.ers in the territory of Hayti, a re  not  mentioned, xvith the excep- 
tion-of the Artihonito, which rises in the  Donlinican Republic and  enters  
into Hayti. 
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Tlic soil of the I )oi~~inican I<epr~l)lici. ah \arietl as its bur- 
face. h b  t h  latter coli~prise:, h i ~ l i  ~ r~oru~ta in - ,  extenhi\ e t:\l)le- 
lanclh, rugged prccdipicw, sloping llills ant1 le\ el \-alleys, so the 
&oil of San I)omingo C I I I ~ ~ : I C Y > ~ ,l)robal,ly, abut every class 
known 011 the face of the world. I t  i h ,  in places, rocky, as on 
tlie rriolmtain rarigeh, !,rr:i\cllj as on its hilly s lops ,  and varies 
in almobt tkery sepirate locdity; 1)11t one o t  it, import:nlt cllar;rcter- 
istics. of ~ I I ~ L ' I I  it. ~)crfec% there is no qnc>ition, is ith fertility, n ~ ~ t l  
ada1)tal)ility to a l ~ l ~ o s t  i ~ ~ d r ~ s t r y ,every :~gricdtn~.:il '1s ; ~ I I , Ysoil to he 
fount1 any\+Iwrc. Of tllc tlxtll of this ashertion, no inore co~i- 
vinc.ing proof can be ndd~lccd, t l~ari  the enonllons variety of its 
natnral pri)ductions, by \I lli('11 is ~ n e m t  produ~~tionb ~~~icu l t iva ted .  
Its forests tee111 with ~rlahogany, :L tropicaal tree. wl~i lea few 
rniles OR,pvr11ap:. at a bligl~tly I~igller elevation, will bc found 
woods of white or yellow pine, suppow1 to 1)c~long to te~nprratc  
climates. And tlic sitme rule of :d~liost endlc-,, variety of 1n-o-
duce extends to evcqy branch of its 11atnr:il productions. To 
enurncrate what planth, flowcr~, grain, moth, seeds, gums, cbc., 
San Jhrningo produceb, won10 1)e an :~lrrio~tcndles, task; to 
designate what i t  is not adapted to produce, dniost an in~po-sihle 
one. Suffice it to say, that, with cvery variety of climate, every 
variety of e lovdon,  fro111 tlic sea level to an altitude of tlionsantis 
of feet, ever) ~ a l ' i ~ t yOf i\s~)L?('t:Wid h0Ii tI '  C'XlWsUl'e, With SO 

abundant a rainfall. and so extcn.ivc n hyste~rl of water conrscs, as 
to form al~rloht a net-work of w ~ t e r  thr011g11out the wllole area of 
the lkpnblic., Sail Donlirlgo prod~~ccs,  or c:in be nlatle to produce, 
every s p e c k  of tlic vegctal)lc kingtlonl n.eful to Illan. Too 111ucl1 
stress cannot be laid 011the f:wt, that the soil, alilic of its slopes, 
as ~vel las thc incoinpara1)le fertile vegeta1)le tlcposits of its val- 
leys, is 1)cing everlastingly rene\red and reinvigorated 1)y the 
enormous amounts of vegeta1)lc debris, smttered over its entire 
slxrfacc by tlic torrential rains and its unecyualled net-work of 
water courses. 

CT,I&L\TX. 

The clirriate of 8an I h n i i r ~ p  is, of course, fro111 its topogra- 



pllicd whiti ion. n tropicd olrc, tl~ilt ih .  t l ~ tfro111 itb pm\inlity to 
the eclnator, the c2aloric 1.n) s of tlle \url ocy4orl :iimllt tlle same 
ternpcrature a- at c~tlier places in a \ilr~il:rr I:itit~~tIc. l h t  not onlj 
i i  the latitutlc of :t place no ~-eli:kl~lr :111(~1.~'l)y( ~ l e ~ ~ ~ c w t ,  to jrldge ith 

1)nt frequentiy :UI e ~ ~ t i r d yte l~rpcra t~~rc ,  el roneolrh o l~c .  l'lncei 
in the centres of I q y  c20ntinellt\, are ul\v:iJ s l l o t t c ~  ill wnllller 
and coltler in wiriter 117 re:lwrl of tlieir w r y  tlibtmc*e frOll1 tllc 
ocean. illtitutlcs again detcrnline tcrrlper:~turc. I'1:icec situated 
511 tllc sea-coaht, 11nt1er tlit. equator, :ire hotter tlian citiei iu the 
s:tlne latitncle perc.1led on tlw cwsts of t l ~ e  llncl(!i or  Jiinralayns. 

Llg:~in,  :\re crell hnt hliglitly elevated isl:nrds wlloie s~~rnmi t ,  
a b o ~  ine the level of the sea, ;we cwo1c.r tl1:1rr !*or~ti~~elithsirl~ilar 
latitudes. \\'l~ilc i4antli cvcw in the t~wpich, wllic.ll villi 1)o;ist of 

are i~~\ari:tl)l,v loft? nlou~~taili\. and ~leccssarily of a Illore t c ~ n l ~ c -  
rate rallge of tller~rlo~~le:er, flat ilnd sterile li(lyi similarlyt l r a ~ ~  
hitnated. If, again, a tropical ihlantl, of a r~~ou~i ta inoastopog~-:i-
pliicnl cl-iarac.ter, still retairr~ :I fair l)rol)ortiori of 111.13 pri~rreval 
fort-ts; if, in fine, it 1)osscs.es snficient twe  vegetation on it, 

tops to a m h t  rain ~Iollds, C ~ I Y L M ~tl1~3i1m o i ~ t l ~ ~ ~ ~ ,n i o ~ ~ l ~ t ~ ~ i o  i l l  hll('11 

very ac*tion of arresti~rg :tnd dralving thc piwing \\ atel-, held in 
ins n s l ~ ~ r ~ vsaid rain-clonclr. it necchcarily tenlperh t l ~ e  l ~ e i ~ t  

cauwtl 1)4' the blln '~ I'iLJS. 

.Znd tlris is cu~wtly 1rll:tt i\ fo i~~r t l  in S:III 1)ornitrgo. It is a 
tropicd islwd, of a11 :tverage brcadtl~ of only sollle 1 3 )  miles 
fronl 11ort1i to i011tl1 ; it ih ;L -\cry nrountaino~ih ihlmtl, it, liigliest 
altitude, Monte Ti~la ,  liaving all elevation of 10,:30:! feet above 
the ica, a Ilig11e1 one th:m t h t  of : ~ n y  o t l~er  ~ ~ l o u n t , r i ~ ~  in the 
MTest I~rtlie., and its I I - I O I I ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~  ~ : I I I ~ ~ Sarc> cor-wet1 with n dcriic 
foreht veget:~tion. The reh111t of tl~esc' l ) I ~ ~ s i c o - ~ e o g r i ~ ~ ) l ~ i ( . ; ~ l  
elv~rlcrrts is that in s:m 1)oniingo a a,qee;~ble ;ivernge 
clinrate rules, wit11 the sole e \ c q t i o ~ ~  of' that of \-crj low-lying 
landh ill very hot \veath~r .  111 h11cI1 1dtt~'r placei thr  t l~c~nr~ol~rete l*  
registers gerlerally sonle 3.l" I~alir. tlnrirrg the lnitltlle of the 
day, occasionally hirt scldol~l r i \ i t~g to 90" or !)lo, thouglr it f:& 
corlsitlera1,ly tlnrillg the rligllt. l h t  tlle terripcratnrc of these 
localities, in tlle ~llolltlls of summer, wonld be a very nrljust 
criterion on whiell to base the average degree of heat of the 



cbo~xntr?.. 0 1 1  lligll l:\n(ls, el  en d l~r ing  tile hottest llonr of the 
clay ant1 in tlic llotteht daj h of tlw ywr ,  the terlrperatnrc i i  
agree:~l)le, ant1 tlw 11icllty coo1 t l i ~ ~ ) ~ ~ g l ~ h o t ~ t  t l ~ e  iililrld I\ it11 most 
rare euce1)tions. 'I 'l~cw c ~ ~ o l  iligllth are dlie to the north \\ inds, 
wliicll set ill, a i  regnl:u,lj a i  (+lock \I-ork, ar :~11 se:lwlih of tlic 
p a r ,  fro111 tllc Atlautic ()ce:111, arid \+.llic.l~ t'olnlnetim to blow at 
h o'cloc.1; in t l ~ c  ewning, :rnal c.o~rtinue ulitil 8 11. At.  'l'lle soutl~ 
wind 1)lowa during tlit' d i~y  fioiri the ( ar r ihan  Sea, ant1 i b  cdlecl 
the bt'istr. 

1Sut the maill c~leilielit wliicl~, ill colljunction 1% ith tllcse two 
I\-ii~ds, of Fa11 I )on i i~~go  rel~tlcrsrile calit~~ntc> so v,wictl, i, the great 
wriety of t l ~ v  clevatiolw :11rtl tiepressio~l;, of it\ s~~r fave ,its 
~ i ~ o ~ x n t a i ~ i ~ ,liills ancl \ alleys. 

Tllc territory of t11c 1tcyml)lic i b  traversed fro111 nltont tmt  
noltli-wit to nest sontll-wst 1): tliree 11l :~i t lrittiges of ~llo~lntaiiis, 
of wllicll one i* near t l ~ c  1101th (vast  ill tliv 1)iitricat of h e r t o -
l l a t  I:ctwec~~ tllis rallgcl :111c3 t l ~ e  granJ wntral one of the 
i s ln~~i lliei the I)eantiful a11d fertile vallvy of I,a Yega I:c,ll. 011  

the wut l~ern dope of this i,entr;rl I Y I I I ~ ~ ,;mtl heparating it fro^^ t l ~ e  
souther11 rayge, I i ~ i o \ ~ t l  a> the cordillera of I:al)nrlwo, lie;; the 
splelltlid ka1lt.y of ,2211:1. \2'11~n it is h r m e  ill rriind that each of 
t l ~ e w  rnain mrlgc, ictld, out \ ~ ) I I I . ~nortll and ~(111th irlto the 
: d j o i l ~ i ~ i gv:dleys alolig t l ~ e  entire lengtl~ of t l ~ eiilarltl, that each 

1 1 n io~~nt :~ in01t l i ~ w  ipurh, a\ ~ ~ : I \  ~tlieir 1):~111t chai~is,i5  t~)vereii  
wit11 tlense trol)icd foreiti, tlie lwder  will re:rdily ulitlerit;wd 
w11y SAII l)omit~qu juitly 1)0a+t> of the grcateit rainfall in the 
world. 

'l'lwse facts also eupl;~ill w11y the calil~late of h i  I ) o ~ n i ~ ~ g o  
varicb in particul.1r localities, a l ~ ~ l o i t ,  if not quite as 1111~11,ah tlle 
very elevation or p i t i o i l  of t l~e \e  1)lxxs. '~'IIIIS, i11 the 11ort11er11 
sectioll of the colmtry, 1,nowli :IS tlle (>ibao, w1iic.h conipriieb tlic 
province, of 1.a Vega ; ~ n d  Satlti:up, il11~1 tlie distric.tb of I'nerto-
J'lata a t ~ d  Jlolite-('risty, t l ~ e  temperatnrc is cool almost a11 tliv 
j m r ,  and frost ih id w1riIrion occ~xrrcri~e, at niglit, in tliis section, 
:tt SCa.0116 of tile )%W. 

T l ~ er i ~ i ~ l jseason 1)egin. in May ancl 1:tsts until October, tlie 
greatebt rainfall occurril~g in May and Jnrlz. Tlie regular dry 



season lasts from 14'e'r)rnary to .2pril, hut it rains occ.asio~dly 
even during these 1no11t11s. 7'1w llotteht montlis are cJune, July  
and August. 

As a general rule, l i g l ~ t  woolen clothes are worn tli~rillg the 
fiix winter months, and linen during the rest of the  year. 

r 1I h e  Sont l~  sea breeze, flowing c~ontirluallg acrosb the \vholc 
lrreadtl~ of tho island, renders it one of the healtliiei-t places, a11d 
does not allow any dise,\ses of an epidcrnic liaturc to take root. 

The following are the principal natural prodncts of tlie 
Jlorninican forests and plains : 

TTroods.-The variety of them is very great, and alnloit :dl 
could find ready ~ ~ i a r k e t s  abroad, as they are of the most ureful 
and valnable kinds. Mdiogar~y is of the l m t  quality l<i~own, 
and is very abnndant. Tliore are also in tllc Ikpnhlic a liole 
forests of wliite ant1 yellow pine, cedar, oak,ebony, satinwood, 
lancewood, palnl-trees of sundry varieties, I,ignni~i-vitnt and 
other \mods. 

Dye-~ooods-abound ; among which may be mentiolied 
fustic, logwood, I3razil-wood and 1)ivi-divi. 

M ~ d i c i ? ~ n 71'Zant.s.-Among the prominent ones, and wl~ieli 
formerly figured largely in the csports of the island, are : cassia 
(two kin&). castor-oil, vanilla, sarsaparilla, licorice, mustard, 
copaiba, cinchona. bark, rlnubarh and Guiana Imrk. 

I fh i t s  a d  Flovws.-It would be ditficult to find a place 
where tropical fruits and fiowers of endless varieties flourisll 
uncultivated in greater abundance than in 8an Dorn inp .  h 
plant worthy of mention is a species of palm, from the clusters 
of the fruit of which a very good quality of vegetable wax is 
obtained, which bleaches casily in the sun, and is equal to the 
bees-wax of corn merce. 

There exists in tlie territory of the Iiepublic, an almost infinite 
variety of plants cultivated for consumption and exportation, 



among which the follou~ing are the most proniinent : sugal., 
toi~:~cco, coco;t-mts, yams, yllc.a, coffee, coma, plantains, l)a~i:~rliis, 
fiwwt potatoes, coni, bcarii., ginger, cotton, indigo, tea, bija", 
potatoes, k c .  

Several alxmdc ittl vineyards have lately been found in the 
Province of Santiago and ot l lc~s  in the vicinity of Pnerto I'lat:~, 
arid of thebe some liavc bee11 reclaimed and put nrltler cu1ti~;ltion. 
Tlic vines are of a very good quality and the first c x p c ~ r i ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ l t .  
ha1 e prodnced a vcry fair red wine. 

Ilorned Crattl~.-Tlicre arc in the Republic many places 
adapted for the r i s i n g  of cattle. I n  tlie valley of San ,Juan, in 
tlic Province of ~ l z u a ,large lierds of cattle exist which find their 
w < ~ yacro-s the frontier to the Ilaytien marl~ets. Ihzring tlie 
(>ul):ul revolutioll a great number of cattle were diippetl from 
ports of the province of Seibo, at the sonth-eastern extremity of 
tlie island, to ilxpplj tlic tlecessitics of the Spanisli army. 

W11cri the island Ilonri~lletl, some years aftcr its conquest t)y 
the Spmiarde, irri~llel~sc I~ertli of c'attle mere exported from 8:m 
1)orning-o every ycsr. In tlie fleet that lcft tlic island for Spain 
in l.X;, arriong the artivles exported were a 1:tlyc ri~imber of cattle; 
of tllesc, one rancho only, callcd " ('oralnl)re, " i~lpplicd35,441 
head. 

Gouts.--Thew <1rcxscrcl-J I I C I  (1s in t l ~ c  (listri(+s o f  12aroho11:t 
:md Monte-Cri~ty, as also i r i  I3;nri. in tl~c. I ' ro~ iliw of Santo Do- 
rnitigo. Hlrcep itre A o  ~ a i i e d  ill sorricx wrt iol~s  o f  tlw I~epublic. 

Ilorws, X t d r s  c ~ i / t /  /)onli.c!~s.--'l'l~e ~l:rti\-c Ilorw is not so 
large :ti t l ~ v  I i~~~ropcan,  1)11t s t m t l ~  work a1111 t,ltiguc. \ ery well ; 
they art, aLntid,nlt in tile Ibcln11)lic.. 

T11el.c :we very fine, S ~ I C C ~ I I I C I ~ ~ni~~le.. Tlic clonheys areof 
large ant1 
-

* i lznnfo (Fr. /L'OLOZL.) R small retl graln, cont. 
.L paste is ~n,itle of a 111 ~ q h t  retl color, \\111ch 15 usctl to color a n d  flax or butter, 
~ h . e s e ,  cooked me,rts and other t ,~tnblei ,  a s  pimento ir uwtl. Annato 
ho\vc\ er, unl~kepunento, 1s not hot to the t,tste. I n  the sixteenth c entur) , large 
q u , ~itlties of t h ~ sjir'lin were exported, pr~nc~pal ly  to the French markets. 



l ~ i s  c:.upec.t:~tiol~. 
h'irtlx-Tlic: s:t1iie (::LI! lw s:litl as of tl~c: i'ruith mtl  fio\i-ors. 
~ i ~ 4 . - ~ r 1 ~ ~ ~tilo VOtlsti l l l ( ~la;vc3lns ~ ~ i t l ~\%TitTc,l,s Of s \ v ~ l l ~ l l l  MI Of 

all so~$s,I I I ~ I Vtllarr fifty l<i~itlsl)c,il~gli11o\t.11. 
~?/~(~/L~$-vt~.---'i'~~rt](:s, ( d ~ ~ : t h  loht<:rs,t < > i u p i ~ ~ s ,  of vwiolls lii11(1~. 

:wo i'ori~i(iill c~i(lic~ss oj.stc.rs and ~ I ~ I I I I S  (111:~1itifiw. 
I t  is a \ \ ~ ~ ~ l l - l i ~ ~ o \ i - l ~11i;toricd fact, t l ~ t  in the wrly (1;~)-s of 

tl~c: f3pa11isli ocy:nl):~tion of' Sail I ) o ~ r i i n p ,  s:ry i l l  tlic sistoclltl~ 
w ~ l t u r y ,  tlie l)roductioris of tlic: isli111t1we1.e so c r ~ o n i l o ~ ~ st11:tt 

of S l ~ a i ~ itlic: ~r~;trliets \verc o~i:rl)lc to buy tlicr~i, :~litl tlie l t i l~g \\-as 
ol~li:,.ctl to annul t l ~ c  1)rollil)itio1l, w l ~ i c l ~  ~)rc:vcntetl ally otlier 

ofcoul~try fro111 trading with tlio islitrid. 111 C O I I ~ ~ I C I I C ~  the 
uimiing of' the: ports of flan I )olr~i~~, iyto forcig11 tla:le, a d v i ~ w  
tage was at or~cctaken of it by Ilolla~ltl :urtl o t l~er  JSu~*ope:m 
countries. 

MINltliALS. 

Ifinei of gold, silver, copper, tin, i r o ~ ~ ,~ri:tgrlctic iron, 
s~~lplnxr,salt and quickiilver ahruitl  tlirot~glio~it tlie 1iepnl)llc. 
Coal is said to have hecl~ found in the I'cnitisula of Saluanh. 
There exist like\vise l)orphyry, ~narble, ilate, talc, jasper, granite 
and alabaster. 

Precions stonts have a l ~ o  I)eerl foiintl, irtnong thcm diamonds, 
rubies, opals and emeralds, arid among tlic lriirlerals of lesicr value 
jet and others. 



r \1lie Iiistoriari IIcrrera, in l ~ i s  \ ~ o r l i  cntitletl tlicx ( 7 t ~ o l ~ i o i ~t7e las 
ins, states, t l ~ a t  it1 fornler t i ~ ~ ~ e s ,  gold was coii~etl four fi111es n 

y .I-,twic2c: :it t he  :iiiiit of I ~ L I ~ I ~ : L W I I ~ I I ~ : I ,  ~llilcls fro~11 t \ \ - ( !~~ty-So~~r  
tl~c: ('apit:il, :mtl twice at t l ~ e  iilirit ill tlic of 1,;t \ ' e p .  1 Ie  

goldf l~r t l lc rstates t1i:rt ;kt thcse t v o  ~ ) I ; L Y ( Y  they p ~ , o t l ~ ~ c ~ l  (wills 
(:wry J ~ : w ,  at t l ~ c  1)criocl of wl~ic~ll11c spe:llis, to  tl~c: v:tlue of 
o 0 0 0 .  Tlie l)criotl t o  w1lic:ll I;c ~,cfers was at tllcl 
l ) t , g i i ~ ~ l i ~ i eof tlio sistocnt~li c2t!ntury. 

Ovicdo, in liis 1~01~l i  S a ~ i  l ) o ~ ~ i i ~ i , y o ,  o ~ i  s t a t ~ s ,  \vli:rt i ) ~ n s t  1)c 
ofp t e i ~ t  to c\reryl)ocl,v, tlixt t!lc: ~ r ~ c t l ~ o t l  worki~igthew goltl 

r ~ ~ i n w  )f (~ ) ,11~e ,  \vas cs(ywi\-ely i ~ ~ ~ p c ~ r f ( ~ ( + .  tllc o11Iy miiic:s 
wllic.11 tllct Spr11i:rrtls uoiiltl \v01-1<, in tilose c;a.l,y ~ l a ~ ~ s ,  wc31~c: 
p l a c e ~  ii~ines, or gold was l i i~~g ,  , s t : r~nl) -~~~iI lsl ~ t x a ~ ~ s c ~  fol- C I * I I S ! I ~ I I ~  
ore ( w ~ ~ t : ~ i ~ i i ~ ~ g  at t11;lt (I:~tc. gol(1, \v(m! 1~11know11 

to q11~1stio11 st:~telrl( 'r~tl'li(>re s(:c:111s to Iw nlo i~.~irsor~ ;~r~ot l ler  of 
Ovietlo's, to t l ~ e  efi'ec:t tliat \-:tit, : I I ~ I O I I I I ~ Sof tl~i:: gol(1 so p i ~ ) d l ~ ( m I ,  

:x\\-;ry :11111 I I O ~ I I Y ~ ~ ~ I ,  i l l  or(1(>1*\ r w  l ~ i ( l ( l c ~ i ~  :w(I I I O ~  ( ~ o i ~ l < ~ ( l ,  to avoi(1 
t l ~ c  t ; ~ x  of 2'0 per writ., wliiclr tllo ( : I Y ) \ ~ I I  cal:ri~~lc(lolr all gold 
t:ll<c'll 1'1'01tl t l l~ '  g1.01111(1. 

ILil~esof' silvc\r and copper ~ e r c  :dso worl~ed I)? t11e S p -  
iartls at t l ~ c  clatt: ~ d c r r c d  to. 

0 1 1 ~  I Y X O I Y ~ Sthe: fi11(1i11gl i i s t o r i ; ~ ~ ~  of a 1111ggctof gold, i11  tho 
, J :L~II :L at  $:i,GOO, :tnd I I C  i r i c ~ l t i o ~ ~ ss:~ntIsof t l i ~R i v e ~ ~ ~  v a l ~ ~ l  f11r-

t l~e r ,  llow this 1)ic:cc: of gold \ras lost in :I, 1111rriw11e 1502,ill f J t ~ l ~ ~ ,  

in \rl;icll a flotil1:r of trw~ity-t111.e~vc+scls, n-hicl~ I~atl  left San 
witli cIiorniol1s a111o11i1tsof t ~ w ~ ~ r eDo~r i i i~go  :tl)o;wtl, uxs lost 

wit,l~d l  l i : t~~(ls.  Tlie Frc,l~cli 1~istori:ui~ ~~~~~~~~lwoix, s:~ys, in rc:fer- 
elic2eto the  :r~iiou~it, of goltl b11llio11 lost oil this oc:c:\siori, tliat the  
ocean p r o l ~ : ~ l ~ l y  never ~ d l o w e dso rich a I)ooty. 

Ih ic les  tlic rni11er:tls rncntiorietl above, pctruleurri has been 
found in  the  l'ro\-ince of 1Zzn;t. 



The form of Government of t l ~  Republic is essentially 
civil, republican, tle~nocratic, representative, alternate and 
responsible, and i t  is divided into, and oxewised by tlie following 
powers, viz : the Execntivc, tlie T,egislative and the Judicial. 

The President is elected by direct vote of the people, for a 
term of two years. H e  carl~iot be re-elected to office, until after 
the expiration of an entire term, counting from the date of the 
termination of his own. l l e  appoints his respective Secretaries 
of I)cpartrnents, in unisorl with wliorn, he exercises the  powers 
conferred 11pon llirn by the Consticution. 

This power is exercised b y  a Congress of twenty nrlemlms, 
two from each Province ant1 t v o  from eavh Ilistrict. Tl~ese 
~nernbcrs of Congress are elected hy direct vote of the people, and 
their term of office is for two years. 



and in the ~ r ibuna l s  and inferior Courts. -
The Supreme Court, in which is vested the First Judicial 

Magistracy of the Republic, consists of a President and four 
Ministers, who are elected by Congress, and an Attorney- 
General appointed by the Executive. The members of the 
Supreme Court hold office for four years, and may be re-elected 
indefinitely. Each province and district has a tribunal of first 
instance. 

TOWN COUNOII 

These are free and independent bi ies elected by the people 
in their respective localities, and whose functions and attributes 
are the financial government of their Communes, subject always 
to the rules prescribed by the Constitution. 

TERRITORIAL DIVISIONS. 

For the government of the Republic, its territory is divided 
into five Provinces and five Districts. The Provinces are Santo 
Domingo, Azna, Seibo, La Vega and Santiago. Originally, and 
until after the last expulsion of the Spaniards in 1865, the whole 
territory consisted of the five Provinces, but as other interests, 
principally commercial ones, had acquired, in certain localities, 
as much or more importance than those of the Provinces of 
which they formed integral portions, these localities were 
separated from such Provinces, and constituted into independent 
Districts, called Maritime Districts ; and of these two, viz., those 
of Puerto Plata and Saman& were recognized as independent 
districts by the Constitution of 1865. The other three maritime 
districts, viz., those of Monte-Uristy, Macoris and Barahona have 
been constituted since that date, in the above respective order of 
creation. The wisdom of this step is best proved by the growth 
of the commercial itnportance of all these places. Macoris, which 
was constituted into a maritime district in 1879, was at that date 
only a small fishing village, is now a port of entry, and boasts of 
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several prominent bnsincsh firms, wharfs, I)ricl< wareliouscs, antl 
scorer of otlier proofs of gro~ving cornniercial prosperity. 

Tlie Provinceb a1ii3 Ilistricts are snldi \  ided into Corr~muries and 
Cantons, eacl~ of nllich exercises its right of suffrage in electing 
tleputies to the National Congsess for the Provincae or Ilistrict. 
r 1I hesc corriununes and cnrltons are usnally constituted with regard 
to their respective population and agricultural or cormncrcial 
importance, by act of Congress, gener:rlly at the request of the 
Ihecutive, to whorn has been previorlsly presented a petition to 
that effect by the inliabitants of tlie place. By ~ZrticleIX of the 
Constitution of 18.58, rio place conld be constituted into a 
commune unless it vontained five tliousaiid inhabitants. Anti 
inasnludr as these communes and cantons have legislative repre- 
hentation in Congress, tlie deputies elected by such cornrnnnal anti 
cantonal suffrages constitute, in fact, the real basis of the universal 
direct will of tlie people. 

1.-SANTO DOMINGO. 

The City of Banto Dorningo is the Capital of the Province of 
thc same narrie, as also of the Ihrriinican Ilepablic. It is a mari-
time city, and port of entry. I t  contains ahout 22,000 inhabi-
tants. I t  is situated on the south coast, on the west bauli of the 
~uontli  of the Itiver Ozmin. I t  contains many cl i~~rches  arid a 
very fin? and solid c a t l d r a l .  These and Inany others of its fin(, 
buildings are of stone. Almost ;ill tlie llonses of the city are of 
htonc and brick, and are spac.ious :lnd (mnmodious. T11c streete 
are straight a r d  \$itle, arid i~~teisl~ersecltlirougli the city arc 
several plazab mid squares I t  is tlie oldest exihtirig c i t ~  in tllis 
lterni~phere. 

I t  p s ( ~ i s c s aprofeh4011:~I institute, a norlilal school, a rriili- 

(*) In the following details of the separate l'rovinces antl Ilistricts, ar-e 
given only thosc of the Capitals of each. T h e  nuinbcr of thc population, 
assigned to each respectively, is not thxt of said lirovincm and Districts, 
but that of the jurisdiction of cnch Capital. 



a ~(.110u1 of dri~\\  in y i ~ ~ l d  fonr collcyes- tury :~ca:~de~n>, pa i~ l t ing~  
one for I)oys and tliwe for girIi,-ol~e prcp:u.ator> ic.11001, one 
institiitc for ~ o n ~ l g  htlieh, one .en~inary alltl t~r-enty .cllools for 
both be\eh, ah n ell ;IS five nigltt hvl~ool~. I t  11ab i11ho :L S i i~xr ior  
I h w t l  of Ii:tluwtion, ah well :t I ' r ~ v i ~ ~ ~ i : dolle, and a ?tln~ticaipal 
I h r d  of L'ublic In~truct io~r .  S o t  irlcl~icling thc btudentR of the 
profmsiorinl imtitute, or those of t l ~ e  mr~ir iar j ,  tliel-c are in 8x1 
1)omingo ('it?. thirty-eigl~t sclioolq, wit11 an average atte~itl:~rlce of 
1,243 l)npils. There arc, moreover, in the city, tltree literary 
societies and a pul)lic 1il~ral.y. 

Sarito Ihnl ingo ( ' i t j  also hits four Ilotels, a military hospital, 
a private liospitd, a llonse of refuge, and an aiylum, many Cath- 
olic churcltcs and a I'rotestant one. 

Seventeen newspapers are publidled in tlle city, of wliicli one 
daily and the rest n-eckly. There are five printing establish 
merits. 

The city contains one factory of soap, one of vermicelli, 
sever;tl distilleries of rum, four brick-yards, two tanneries, several 
rnanuf:~ctories of cigars ;\rid cigarettes and three of cltocolate. 

There is also a. horhe rai1ro:d running tllroug11 the principal 
streets of tlte city, a continuation of wlticslt is being built to con- 
n w t  several of the adjacent sngar wtates 11 it11 tlle wh:irve:: on the 
Ozan~a ri vcr. 

A t  tlte entrancc of tllv river OLLII I~ ,  wit11 a is 21 light-l~ous(~, 
revolving light. 0 1 1  the b311ki of thc Ozailla is :L wharf, with :I 

tieptll of more than sclvcnteen feet of \v:~ter, a, also marelionhe>, 
the propcrty of ,I joint stock company, wllicll has, during 
the pz't tlirec ye,Lr\, paid divitlt,ncls of -50 per wnt .  pcr annlxm 
on its capital htoc.1~ 

r 11lie bar at tlic ~i ionth of the Omma river has hec.n sltallowinq 
I)? ~ ~ a i o l lfor  some ~ ( Y I I S ,  of the depo4tion of tlie S : L I I ~  ~ ' m . i e d  

down by the river, re~lt-lcrir~g the crashing of it, at son~c  times, by 
v e d s  tl~xwiltg over 1% feet, a ~rl:~ttcrof rnnc.11 ciifficanlt> a r d  
danger. \Vorl;s, for tltc tlrcpening of tlw c.lmincl, Ilaw l)ec~t 
commc~llcecl tliis ye:u I,y IZIr. (:rcull)a~ili of I,ondon, under a 
concwiion from the 1)orninic:m governrne~~t .  Tllis work is pro- 



gressing rapidly, and within a very ~ h o r t  time vessels drawing 14 
feet will experience no difficu1t;y in  crossing the bar. 

I n  the I'roriuce of Ranto Domillgo there are seventeen larfye 
sugar estatcs, the  area of the cdtiva'cion uf wllich, as well, of 
( 2 0 ~ r s e ,as the  crops, arc increasing enornlonyly each yew. Tllc 
oldeht of these estates was corrlrr~er~ced l ~ o tmore than ten years 
ago, hut the progress of this agricultarc., great as it is, is easily 
explahablc by  the facilities, natural clcmerits and economy of 
production, n-liich Ban Dorningo affo~dn to the hngar planter. 

O n  the Bay of La Cddera, sontli-weit of the Capital, large 
deposits of salt, the produce of natural cvapordion, are workc~d. 

r 11his Province ;idjoins that of Santo Dorriingo on tlic west, aii(1 
extends to the IIaytien frontier. 

The City of Azua, whicli is the Capital of tlle I'rovince, is 

situated 96 rniles west of San I)o~riir~go ('ity, and some 4% miles 
from the south roast. I t  is a port of cntry and cvi~tairiiSOIIIC: 

14,000 inhabitants. 
I t  has one newspaper, one printing establi~hlncrit, and scveral 

schools for 110th sexes. 
r 1I h e  I'rovince of Azua contains two sugar estatcs on a large 

s d e ,  besides sevc.r;d snlaller ones. 
Petroleun~ and sulphur spril~gs exiht i11 t l ~ i s  I'rovinc~. 
I n  the vallcy of Sari uan therc are several very large liertls 

of cattle and horscls, ~ z l ~ i c l i  go generally to the marltets of tlic 
ncigl~bouring Ikpuhlic of Ilayti. 

r 3l l ~ i sI'rovince :ttljoins that of San 1)oining-o on the east, and 
extends to the eastern end of the island. Its (hpitnl, Seibo, is 
distnnt I20 rniles east of 8an Yorrlingo City, and colitair~s some 
19,000 inlmbitmts. I t  possesses a very fine gotl~ic church and 
scvcral scl~ools. 

r ll l le soil of this Province, which consists prir1cip:~lly of enor- 



I  nou us plains, is admirably ;td;~ptetl, 'l)y is(>asolrof its very rip21 
pasturage, for the raising of cattle a n t 1  SWIIIC.  



agreea1)le manners of its inl~abitants, whirl1 renders it one of the  
most pleasant places of residence in the ltepuhlic. 

This Maritime District lies to the north-west of t l ~ e  Provincc 
of Santiago. hlontc-('risty, its Capital, with a population of eorne 
2,000 people, is a small tow^, situated at the n o r t h r n  eiid of the 
J)istrict, on the bay of the sarne name. It is a port of c11tl.y ant1 
its principal exports are dye-wootls. 

Two newspapers are publishetl in the district. 
11 valuable concession has lately been granted by t l ~ c  Govern- 

ment, to a very wealthy firm in Monte-(lristg, 1)y which it is 
anthorized to build a canal conncc.ting the river Yaque with tllc 
port, and the work will be cornrrienced witl~out delay. I ts  corn-
plction will increase the busi~less and  importance of Monte-
(Xs ty  enormously, 1)ecanse i t  will d e v e l o p  :L most itrlportant 
l)ilsiness, conveying lumber and dye-woods from the interior 
to t11c port of export, wliich can not rloiv be done with ecoriorrlp, I 
on account of the distm~ci: ant1 the 1)ad condition of the roads. I 
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1:trgcly exported. 1-ntloul)tedly Sa111,lnti co~lltl (~)111pete fa1 or:lhly 
with the Cul)xn port of I h r x o a ,  if tllc~ frnit-wrrying vesscl~ 
would call tli're, ant1 ehtablish a regular traclc with the ports of 
this iwnntry. 

Lately, some privilege, were al,plicd for to tlic Domini-
can Government I)y a mcrcantilc firm of ?Jew Yolk for the 
purpose of eit:~l)lishing plantatiorl\ for 1)an:mas :uld other frnits, 
and for a regnlar line of hlrrall stc:~~rrer;; in wliiclr to bring their 
prodnce to the IJnitctl States. Tire govcrnrric~r~tllai granted :i. 

conc&on, in wlric.11 several francliiscs are nllowed to parties 
estal)lisl~ingthis busiuo,is, and in d l  pl~ba1)ility the steanlcrs will 
hegin their regular tril)s shortly. 

This I)istrict, wliicli origiii:~ll~ formed part of the l'rovince of 
Seibo, was erected into :t hfariti~~rc.h t r i c t  in 1879. I t  1)ounds the I 
Province of San to l )o r~r in~o  ca-i, arid ih situated on the south on t l ~ ,  
coast. Its ('i~pit:~l, is n rising town, at tlic irrouth of of the samv i i a~~rc ,  
tlic river Macoris, of sorrie 7.000 i l r l~ ,~l) i ta~~ts ,and a port of entry, 
the h s i l ~ e s s  of nliicll is rapidly irrciwiirrg. I n  the rreifrlll)orl~ootl 
of the town have already sprl~iig 111) five largc, s ~ ~ g ; r ; ~ r  citatvs, and 
fl.olri t l iesuc~ess wliirli liai irttc~~rtlctl t l~cw,tllere iscvcxry prolmbility 
of a large devclop~rrerlt ol' t l ~ i s  in~lu\try in Rhcori:, i l l  t l ~ e  near 
f rrturc. 

r 11llc town contai11,i one pr iut ing e~t;ll)liiIr~rr~~rrt, :md one n e w -  
paper is pubMied in it. 

Tliii 1)it.tric.t o r i q i ~ i d l ~  for~ne(i  1).llbt of t l ~ e  1'rovinc.c of S m -
tiago, ;tnd W:LS cvnstit ~ t c ~ l  i~ r to:L Alirriti~nc J)istrict i ~ r  1V;3. I t  
cmbraces :I 1:trg~~cxte~rtof' the nortll it of t l ~ e  I t~p~ibI ic ,  
clsteridilrg fro111 t 1 1 ~  I)i\trivt ok S l o ~ ~ t t ,( 'riit? on the \vc.t, to  tl~cb 
I'ro\inc*e of I,,\ Vega, olr tlie ( m t .  

The (hpital  of t l~i,  I)i,trict the (>it> of,tlrc. s:urie rr:nne, bitu- i y  

ated on t l ~ c  north eo:~-t, an(1 d i , t< t~~t  60 1r1iIc5 fro111 Santiago ~ ~ I I I O  



I t  has a popnlation of bout 10,000 inhabitants, and is the most 
important port of entry in the Republic. Tlirougl~ tho port of 
Puerto-Plata pass all the inll)ort,ttioili: of foreign articles cor~surncd 
in :dl tlrat seetion of t l ~ e  Itcpublii~ known as the Cibao, allti the  
produce of t l ~ i s  ~ectiorl is ako exported tlicnce. Tlle value of 
mcrchnntlise imported into I'uerto-l'lata in IS84 amounted to 
$908,000, while its export:itions ~cacdlled $970,000. The latter 
consihtcd chiefly of to1)accw (10,300,OOO yourrtlh), ~ r i a l ~ o g i ~ r ~ y  
(e550,000feet), wax (50,000 poun(ls), coffee ( 1  6,000 pounili), c,icao 
(236,000 ponnds), satin-wood (22,000 fcet), gemtskins (1,700 dozen 
sngar (3,000,000 ponnds), divi-ilivi (:;2,000 pounds), ceca., ckc. 

her to -P la ta  llas a wharf arid a. light-lioase. Tliere are put)-
lislrcd in the city five ncw~palws ,  of wllic~ll one is printed in the 
E~ig l i J i  Ianguap,  and the city cwntai~rs three printing estddish- 
ments. T l ~ c r eare dso  fou11d ill l'ucrto-I'lata three collcgcs for 
both sexes, besides several sc.llooli, o r ~ c  Chtliolic c l ~ u r c l ~  anti two  
Protcstallt olies, three hotels a ~ t l  w v e ~ d  boarding-llo~iies, one 
com~ncrcial clnl), and one public store-liouhe. Among the nianu- 
factories rnap be incn t io~~rd  ofo ~ i i ~  soq), several of cigars and 
cigarettes, and five rum tiistillcrii~s. 

l n  the 1)istrict of Pucrto- plat:^ are five irnportant sugar 
estates, one of w l i i ~ h  is ;I. "Centr,tl " (,state, grinding the cane for 
s r rd l  1leigh1)oring pl:mtcrs, who liavc as get no rnills. rl?his 
" C'cntral " cxstate, the 8,111 3_l:ircw, 11:~s :I railroad whii*li conneibts 
it (a distancc of 9% ~ililcb-)\\ it11 the ~ m r t ,  hesitles so~rlrfive ~ililes 
of ~novable r:droad o i l  tl~cs c1\t:ltc itself. 

This District w1iic.h i'or~iierly wai :Lportion of the Pro \  ilice 
of Azw,  is situated o11 tllrl sol~tll coart of t l ~ cisland, close to its 
western frontier. It., ('aj)it<il.of tllc same name, i i  :I sninll ton11 
lying irisitlc the I ) x r  o t Ycil)a. ontll-west of the  C?ity of i l ~ n a ,  ', 

!)(iinilcs. Tt is :L port of cntry,from wllich it is tlis ant : ~ l ) o ~ ~ t  
mil contains to-day about 5,000 inllabitants. 

The District or~kraccs the town of Neiba, and the very 
extensive mi~ieh of rock salt in its vicinity. Cormmions have 



lately 1)eeri grar~teti by thc. goveriinient for t h  worlting of these 
miues arid also for t l ~ e  c\)r~itrlxctionof :I i x i l r ~ a dto c~)iinect t l ion 
with the port of I<ai.aliona. Two joi~~t-stock cwirlpar~ies have 1)ecn 
organized in the city of Xc,w York, onc for the coritrnction of the 
railroad arid tiw o t l~cr  for the tlcwiopcwel~t of tlic mines. This 

~ ~ s ~ d o u l ~ t e d l yrai1ro:id ~ ~ O l l l d  l)ro\ e o i ~ cof the most lucrative 
enterprises of t l ~ eisland, i)ccwscl it wo~iltl draw to 13araI1olii~ ail 
t l ~ etrade of tlic soutli-western portioil of t l ~ eItepnhlic, wliicl~ 
now is draw11 avross the frontier to tlie Ilcpublic of 1Iayti. This 
railroad wolrld, moreover, run tl~rougli very exterwivc :md 
almost virgin forc,it,, of va1n:tl)le tinll)r>r :i11(1 rlyc woods, and 
would intwmx the v:ilne of t l ~ c  herds of 11orrlc4 and  o t l~er  cattlc, 
with wlvhicl~ tlic Distriet and t l ~ c  iieiglil~uring I'rovince of A m a  
abound. 



Tre:itiei of pcaw, frivntl-hi],, c.olr1nir~rcbv ;111d 11nvig:~tiorr exist 
tlie I)o~~liriic~,rrl ofb c t i c ~ c l ~  I:cl)r~l)lic. a l~t l  tlic govc~rr~nir~l t i  ( ~ I T A ~  

the Nc.ti~c~rl,~rrcl~, I',ritain, I~r,tnc.c~, tlie I'l~itcltl State.- of . i~rlerim, 
S p i n ,  I'o~t\ig:rl, ( h m r r : ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  , 11:ijti a1111 Sal\ ;uIor. I t<11> 

wit11 ill? 1Tllitcvl Stat<,- ol ,\l~rc>rica;~11 ret*ii)rority tt*c,:~ty w~lq 
cr~tc~rcdillto holne t i l w  :)go, a1111 i r o ~  i~ tlc>pclrtlc~lt, I'or its 

!:;LI)ccw~riiiliy 1,~:v. rtpo~r tllc. ,wAioil ot  t l ~ c  [-l~ittvl Stitttti Sc'n it(.. 
tl~iy t ~ - c ~ r t ~ .  [ - I I I I ~ ~  slt01111 it l )wot l~c law3 -r ipr .  : ~ i o l ~ ~ w ~ * ,  

\ ra \  : r t r ( I  i1o:irlj :ill tll i ~ n ~ ) o t ~ t a u ttol)acw, cwi-fc~, 11011c~>, ; ~ r i i ( . l c ~  
111 'iweof e\port frotn tllc> I)o~rlit~ic. 1; ~puhlir\\onl(l u l i ~ ~ i t l d  

of tllltj itrto kllv (71~itetl dt,~tc,i,\r, l~i lc  in ~ C ~ ' I I I ~ I I ,  r~~xahinc>ryI~OIII. ,  
;mtl i l ~ i l d y  o t l l r ~  of l)ri1l6l)~rl of iiow: ~ r ~ i ( * l +  l ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ i i ~ ~ c . c ~ ,  
i1111)orM~ I Y ) I I ~  S t ~ t c ~ ~ ,  f r ( ~t 1 1 ~[ 7 ~ ~ i t e ( l  uil l  I ) ( ,  a l t i ~ i t ~ ( ~ ~ Iof' (11ity. 

into cwru~trv\Vitliorlt c~rit~~t.i~lg t l ~ c  clrio.tio~~ ;I, to \ r l ~ i ~ ~ l l  
br, o11i(1 or 1)1~)ii t ,  oiait~I I , J ~ )  tlrc grwtc,r :~111 a ~ ~ t a g c  from I Y T ~ I ) ~  

t r ~ ~ t ? ,  f w t  I , I ~ ~ I I ~ L ~ I I , ,t11c> ~~rl( le t~i :~, I ) l (~ t h t  it, :m3q3r:ulw,215 ilitc,r-
rtatio11:~l I,lw 1)ct\\ c~ 7 1  111c. tit o c.olulfric~-.v orrltl tcitc! t o  i~wre,i:c>, 

1)ctu( ~ 2 1 ~on :I :-c>ry large wh, the cwlmrrerc.ia1 ( ~ \ c ~ l i : ~ ~ ~ g t +  tlle two 
p~oplcs,  afTolding to 6c.1 cral il11l)ort:mt :111(1 pro!it,rl)lc iticluitric~ 
of imth c.olrnti.ich, 11:~1\ :1nd (>\tc11i114 fieltlb 01 entc.q)riie, ant1 to 
all. gi~xater i a d i t i w  :~ntl ec.ouon~iei in the e\clmrge of tllc'ir 
~ r r ~ ~ t t ~ a lhurpl11s and w m  ts. 

I i l , \  1 [ 1;. 
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s tme interior debt. This w q  the goverri~imit retires $500,000 
or ~iiore every year. 

The foseign or internationul del)t is a debt due to citizens of 
forc~igri countries, or to foreign governments for sundry adjusted 
clairm. This debt :~niounts to-day to about $200,000, wliiclt 
])ears no interest, and which is being gradually c:mcelled wit11 a 
sinking furid of two per cent. of tho custorri-l~ouse duties, wliicll 
are sct aside for that purpose. Of this foreign debt the govcrn- 
nient pays on the average $50,000 each year, so that in fons 
years i t  will l ~ a v e  paid off both this arid the interior dcbt. 

The following are the Ports of 1i:ntry of the 1)ominican Ke- 
public : Monte-Cristy, Yuerto Plata, SamanB, 1CZ:tcoris, Santo 
Ilorningo, Azua and Barahona. 

Tlie principal articles of exports from Sari Doniingo to-day 
are as follows : 

A~yicu l twnl  1'roducts.-Sugar, molasses, coffee, tobacco, 
wax, honey, cocoa, plantains, Ir)mlarias, corn, yarns, cattle, starch, 
hidcs arid goat-sliiris, horns and bones, rum. 

lfbrzst I'rodt~ctio~is.-Maliogany ( l o p  and crotches), I o g ~ v o ~ d ,  
Brazil-wood, lignuni-vit:c, lance-wood, fustic, satin-wood, rosin, 
cedar, divi-divi. 

I n  former times the following articles figured largely in the 
exports from San Doiningo : cotton, medicirial oils, g u n ~ s  and 
balsanls, sarsaparilla, sassafras, Peruvian bark, cinnarnor~, sandal- 
wood, cassia, rlinbarh, vanilla beans, l icor ic~ and mustard. A11 
these articles abound in every section of the country, but their 
collection arid exportation is to-day wholly abandoned. 

The values of articles exported during the respective years 
188e, 1881, 1888 and 1883were as follows : 



Import duties, amounting to al)out fifty-siu (56) per cent. of 
the value of ilnportetl goods, as :tssessed l)y the I)orninican tarif'f, 
are collcctetl on a11 imported articlw, the free-list e~ceptct l .  'I'lie 
value5 as specified in t l ~ e  tariff agree w r y  clobely in all c:rseB, wit11 
tlle cod of the :trtii*leh in the ~espective n~al.kets in wliich t l ~ e y  
are 1)rotluced. 1111 articles not eriurner,~tetl in the tariff', pay the 
sgline duty of 56 per cent. on the valncs as assessed I)y the 
collector of cnstoms. 

Iksides these import dnties, port cl~arges of one dollar ($1)per 
registc.r ton is cl~arged on the entry of each vessel into a 1)orriilii-
can port, besides pilotage ;mtl some ininor charges. ,'It the port 
of S:m I)olr~ingo, the Capital, an caxtra c.11arge of twenty-five 
cents pcr ton, is p;~itl by e :d i  vehsel, which is called b:w tlnty, 
and is appropriatetl to the expellses of the works on the Ozanla 
river. 

A law for the alteration of the present custom-liouse system 
of collecting dnties is at present the snbject of ilihc~xssion in tlie 
1)olninican press. Under the proposed law, inercliar~dise will pay 
import duty according to respective class and weight. 

Tlte principnl articles of coninierce imported into San 
I)orr~ingo are : 

Machinery-for sugar estates, which are imported from the 



Gnited Ptatcb, I<ngland :\lid I:r;rnc.e, in the ;11)o\c rcspccti\ c 
ortl(1r of tlwir values. 

JL'ailtwi/ lL ' ( t  i7s - rliiefjy froui I5liglalitl. 
J'ro~qA i07/,s.--~I'l1o>e of a prin1~d)1e 1r1ai111> from tl  1ei~a t~ ; rc ,  

TTnited State. : otE~cr riahie- fro111 Italy, Spain, i'r,uic.e a i ~ d  
I~errnalry. 

/)I,!/ L'ootls. - -T,incw, (dotton :mtl m-oolel~ f,rl)ricas, ~)rilicip:tlly 
f r o ~ r ~  ; read3 m;de clotlling, c.l~ielly fro111 I"rarlt+e, an(l J h ~ l a ~ i d  
some cotton gootl, from the ITllitetl Btateh. 

Lurido. and Jf'1~r~~~itr~~.c-pri11ci11allyfroin ITnitetf Stateh. 
It7nes ant1 Liq/co/x-ellief y ~ I W I ~ ISpaill, Itwl? ;\rid I'rancc. 

n r u y s  ant1 i11'(~tlic.ii~e,s-frol1i IJnitetl States a11tl Frai~ce. 
A'euiny N m h  i?/cs-principally from Gerrriai~y; some f r o ~ i ~  

the Unitctl States. 
Oils, V(u-1) arid I'uinfs-iron1 ITnited States. i ~ l )  
iMmr i!fuc.f tired Iron -fr(onl IT~i i ted State>. 
Fiw i l  ms-fro111 I'ni ted Stxtei. 
IZ(~/~d/c~ut~~-fro~i llhglnnd and the ITnited States. 
~lgt*icu/turuZI ~ i y ~ l e ~ r z e ~ / f s - l ~ ~ ~ o ~ t ~England alld the United 

States. 
l ' r in t inq Mofericcls-from t l ~ c  IJnited States. 
Prhi till9 Presws-frorn the IJ nited States. 
Stutionery, Bricks and Tilrs,  P e ~ c . ? ~ t s ,0-ockery and Glass-

vinre-from difkrent countries. 
Boots arid 8hoc.s-from France, the lrnited States m d  Spain. 
SiJks, I%t;fu tt~e7.y:\rid Eibncy A rtides-from France. 
The values of tlic importation5 werc :IS follo\rs : 

In lS80 ,  . . (5 1,748,9 12.91 
" 1881, . 1,636,079.39 
" 1882, . . 2,039,403.d4 
', 1883, . 3,142,102.42 

I h r i n g  the first six months of 1884, 
the value of importatio~is amonnt- 
ed to . . 1,422,602.97 

The above figures prom an iricrease of nearly one hundred 
per cent. in three years ; the complete statistics of 1884 d l ,  i n  



T l ~ eGeneral Post-offive is situated at Sari I h ~ i l i n g oCity, the 
Oapitd of tlle liepublic ; imd what arc known ;IS c1istril)niing 
post-ofi5cc.a are cstal)lishetl ill t l ~ c  Capital of each Province and 
1)istrict in the cowitrj. Ilesidcs tliesc there is :L post-oftice in 
e : d  towrl, e ; d l  c~onlrnnne and w.11 c3a~!toll. Tllese last are 
dcpcr~dent on t l~c i r  respectikc distributir~g-ofi(>es, and the latter 
on the (+enera1 ofice. 

Nails arc tlcspatclml frotri the  (lapital to all parts of the 
E e p l ) l i c ,  on the Tucsday ant1 Saturday of each meek, : I I I ~  the 
s:me rule is observed at each of the tiiit~*ibuti~lg-o%(~es. The mail 
sel.vice is performed 1)y men or1 horseback, or afoot, :~ccaording to 
the distance, or other circnrnst:mcrs. I3eside the above inland 
post:!l colnmunicdtion, rnails are conveyed from oric port to 



The I>o~r~inicanarmy consists of ~ o r p sof Cavalry, Infantry 
and .\rtillery. One or more ~egirilents a]-e htationed ill tile (hp i -  
tal of each I'rovince a~itl  Ilistrirt, and in tllosc of some of the 
rriost inll)ortarlt colrnriunes. 

Tllerc are also bodies of reserves, wl~ich are called ont only 
in war tinles. Moreover. under the ('onititntion, every 1Jorni11- 
ican is obliged to take a r m  and serve it1 the rar~lis in the event 
of a foreign war. 

Acc.ording to (;over~~rnent 1-etnrns of tho U'ar I>ep;wtlnerit, . 
tlie standing army of the Itelm1)lic on January lst, l h 8 3 ,  
amounted to lIi,27!1 men. Tlie regular arm of the service is the 
transformed ltemington musket. 

The pr incipl  forts are at  the Capital, at  Santiago, arid at  
Pnerto-I'lata. 

PI-BLIC WOIt ris. 

There are at prcsent only two works of any lota able inipol.-
tance under way in tlic 1tepul)lic. 

The first a n d  most important is the construction of tlic rail- 
road from the Bay of Sarnar6 to the City of Santiago. The 
length will be about 90 miles. This road will traverse the most 
fertile valley of the country, and devclop its enormous wealth ill 
all natural and agricultural prod~xcts. It will connect tlie impor- 
tant cities of La Vega, hroca, Sail Ipraneisco tle Macoris, Santiago 

'and Al~nacenwit11 tlie Ihy  of SatnanB. To this latter point, t l~is  
railroad will draw the tobacco crop of the Cibao, and scores of 
other valuable crops. 

Tlle second of the pnblic works now being executed is the 
dredging of the bar at the mouth of the river Ozama, at t h  



i t : l  11s 1i:ts beell previoubly stated, tlie river Oaa~lla, Iias 
1)ee1i, for ccntnrie5, depohiting sm(1 011 t11e 1)ar, an(i this f:tct. 
together wit11 tlic exiitwice of sex era1 rocks, only hligl~tly I)elo\v 
tlie 5urface of the  sea at low title, render the e11tr;tllce to tlie rivt>r 
c l t re~nely dmgcrous to vessels dr,twing aiiytliir~g over t w e l ~  e 
feet ot water. Tlrib work i, being lmslied verr energctic~ally and 
will soon be co~ripletetl, prol)ably by the end of next year. 

Both of these enterprises are being carried on I)y l<ngli~li  
capitalibts, under coiicessio~rs granted to tlleiri by the I)o~llini(wl 
(hvermnc~r t .  The railroad is being h i l t  1)y Mr. i l le \ :~~i t lc l~ 
12airt1, of Scotlaritl, and tlie worl i~ on the river Ozarna I)y JIr .  
Jolni (freenljank, of Londor~ 

Owing to the tlestrliction of a wooden llritlge across the river 
Omria,  by a freshet, the (:ity (hnrlcil of S;rri I)orrlirlgo C'ity llah 
hte ly  granted a coricession for the constrnction of a new bridge, 
to be built of iron and stone, and this work will, in all probability, 
be cornlnenced this year. 

An American Company has lately begun the extension of liues 
of telephonic corriiriunicatio~~ in the City of Sari Dorriingo, arid 
will do tlie same in the citien of Sitntiago and I'uerto Plata ; tile 
intention of the Company 1)eing ultirriately to conriect by tele- 
pllone all the principal cities of the liepublic. 

A concession has a l ~ o  been grantcd to tlie Spallibll Xational 
Telegraph Company, Lirnitecl, of London, for laying a submarine 
cable, to plnce the Republic in telegraphic coirirnunicatio~i with 
tlie rest of the world. 

inIlnfortlnlately little or notlling has been ~ ~ ~ i t i e r t a l w l  tliis 
most indispensable retluirerner~t for a11 material progress. Tile 
1.oatls arc in about t l ~  same contlition as that in wliich they ~rlllst 
h v e  ljeerl in  the days of i'olnrnbns. 'I'he nccesity of unity of 
action for the cornmoll good, ill tlie matter of facilitating t r :~l~si t  
of ~ ~ e r s o l ~ s a n ~ o o t ~ s ,  set'lris to be ignored I)y the Do~riinicmls of 
the interior, as f w  as the rnakiiig :mipreservation of good roads 
is concerned. Thus innmnerahle natural source> of we:dtli, which 
s\r:wal in every valley and ill every forekt of tlie liepublic, are 
virtu;dly valueless, 1)y reason of the tron1)le and expense of con-



~ ' ~ p o r t e d ,single artivle ~ O W  tlie amoulit :of wllic'll conld not 1)e 
quintupled, if good, or even pas';al)le roads, exibted. 'I'l~ns tlie 
foreits of niallogany and cedar, nliiclt exist in tlie interior, arc 
corril)arativcly virgin, b e c a ~ ~ i e  only fine logs and crotc.l~es will 
pay the -.xpcnso of hauling to tllc co:lst. The s d t  mines of ?;eil)i~ 
are coniparativel.~ undeveloped, hecause the roads are so bad. 
Immense herds of cattle, in the sontll, find their way to the 
Ilaytieri markets, because they arc nearer than those of San 
Dorningo, wliicli latter are almoht imavailablc by reason of tlie 
ullcared-for condition of tlie roads. The sanle cause increases 
enormously the cost in tlie interior, of every article imported 
frorn abroad, and lessens the iniportations and commercial profits 
proportionately. 

T h e e  years ago a high road (?)iucarretam) was commenced 
to connect I'uerto PIata with Santiago, by a firm under a concession 
frorn the government ; but when tlie road was about three miles 
from the starting point, Paer to  Plata, the  works were abandoned 
for some reason or other, and tlie grant lapsed. 

1'1BLIC LANI)S. 

Considerable tracts of land belorlging to the State, exist, more 
or less, in  every Province arid District of the Republic. 

The exact extent, locality and lirnits of these State lands can- 
not, however, be definitely ascertained, nntil a thorough survey 
of the entire territory sliall have been made. Up to the present 
date, the various administrations which have governed the 
country, have been unable to undertake any such surrey, mainly 
because tlieir w l d e  time and efforts have been absorbed in pro- 
viding for the financial neces4ties of the governrrlent. and in 
maintaining peace within its borders. But  the fact that tlie 
goverrilnent possesses land in large quantities, througliout the 
Republic, is \cell kllown. 

Now, that the country is at  peace, and that there is no dread 
or prospect of foreign wars, or internal dissensions, the govern- 
ment is taking great interest in this matter of surveys, and will 
undertake tlic work as soon as its financial condition authorizes it, 
or permits the outlay. 

1 



PART IV. 

SOCIAL CXINDITIOK O F  T I E  PEOPLE. 

Races. -Language. -Religion. -J'opul(~tion.- Xduccction.-

Character of th P Z'eopZe.-Birth a n d  Deaths.--Trawling. 

-8yuoptical Table qf distanc.es.-Jfarkets.-hj~rnigration. 

-Cost qf Living. 

The 1)orninicans cdomp:*ise wliites, ncgroes, mulattoes, and a 
few mcsticos-tlie last class being the descendants of the whites 
m d  the alloriginal Iridians, of wliicli latter racc none can to-day 
11e found on tlle island. Inasrriudl as for many yearb no Africans 
liave l)een landccl in the territory of the Dotninicali Ilepublic, 
arid the colored poy~ilation is free-born, arid has acquired such a 
high degree of civilisation that they arc fitted arid actually 
occnpy the same governinent position as the otller portiorl of the 
population, to the satihfactiorl of everybody, the future of the 
Ihrriinicail Ikpnblic,  in all that depends l lpo~i the ilitellcctual 
development of its citizens, slionld 1)e full of prornise. And of 
this i~itcllectual progress, in  all that concern.: the welfare of a 



country, the Do~ninicari Republic, furnislie~ nrmistakablc er j -  
ciences. As will bc seen fu r t l~er  on, the effort;, of the goveril- 
ment, in this direction, are so sincerely and gratefully received 
by 1)oininicans of all classes, as to leave no doubt on the minds 
of all disinterested persons, that the first step in all social inl- 
provement is universal, throughout the Itepublic, namely, the 
conviction of the real, practical value of knowledge. 

The Spanish language is tlie predon~inant and almost universal 
one spoken by L)olninicans, and, strange as i t  11i:~y appear, it is 
spoken in reinarkable purity; renlarkable, ~ v l i e i ~  it is borne in 
mind for how many years the country was under the rule of the 
Yrcnch and the I1aytians. 

RIELIOION. 

The Roman Catholic is the establisllecl religion of the country, 
hut all, arid arly, other f o r ~ r ~ s  of worship arc tolerated, and churches, 
of other t l ~ a n  the established form, exist in  various localities. 

N o  census has heen taken for some years, a i d  on this accouiit, 
as well as by reason of the great increase in the population of 
certain localities, it is most difficult to furnish statistics of ahso- 
lute ~.eliability on this subject. The governlriental reports of 
births, deaths and lrlarriagcs are incomplete, and unfortunately, 
if forri~ulated with greater regard to the l a w ,  would still be far 
from accurate, becanse people in the Dominican Ilepublic, as 
elsewhere, are averbe to the registration of illegitiniatc offspring ; 
so that the relative majority of births over de:ltlis would bo qrles- 
tionable. 



If the nmnl)er of registered votes be acceptecl as a baiis, tlle 
calculation is liable to he erroneous, 1)ecause in iinportalit elec- 
tions, the Predderitial for instance, the tricks of ('rel)eatingn mt l  
the depoAtiiig of votes 1)y minors is neither unlmown nor luiusn:d. 
'I'lie total nulnber of votes cait in tlie last I'resitlential clcctioll 
a s  O , . l h c l  in the absence of ariy other basis or1 which to 
1)nild :L calculation, t l m e  CiO,OOO votes n n ~ s t  serve. Ah a l )o~nin-
ic:m r m ~ dbe eigl~tcen years of age, before 11e is entitled to tlle 
rigllth of citize~~sliip,iricludilig that of st~ffrage, ah o111y illale 
citizens elljoy this privilege, arid cstirriatiiig each I ) o n ~ i l ~ i ( w i  
f:miily to average six persoris :md one voter, the above iinlr1l)er 
of votes, cad  in the election wferred to, would give a populatiol~ 
of abont 31i0,000 souls. 

During the past six years the country has made great progress 
in its educational syste~li. Owing to the ef-fortb of the two last 
Administrations and of tlie present one, and to tlie energy and 
patriotic zeal of the Town Councils, the 1tcpul)lic possesses 
to-day scliools in every city, town and village. Moreover, the 
present Atlmilristration has ehhlislied ;L sy\telri known in the 

' bcountry as Z u e s f i w  at t~6tc/(mtcs,"  or "Peregrinating iristruc- 
tors." Tlie task of t h e  instrnctors is to penetrate into the most 
retired localities, where rio scliools of ally class exist, and there 
impart instruction to children of both sexes, as well as practical 
knowledge :mong adulti. 

A (letailed report of all the ccl~oolh existing in the Republic 
is not obtainalde, but the followirig tables, for the year 1S93, since 
~r l i ich date beveld new ones liave heen est;tl)lislietl, will give the  
reader a fail. idea of tllc extent of the effort^ of tlie g o ~ ~ e r n ~ ~ i e ~ l t  
and ton11 c.ouncil., in hpreatlil~g ilistructiori al~long t l ~ e  people, 
and of tlle desire of t l ~ e  people to :~vail thernselres of sncli 
ad vant~ges.  



I'RIJIBRY AND SECONDARY INGTRUCTIOY 

Total Disbursements during the year 1583, $64,166.40. 
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P R O F E S S I O S A L  AS11 S P E C I A L  I S S T R C ' C T I O S  

1 N C M ~ E R  Nvrlssn 
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Professional Institute of tlie Republic, 
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School of drawing and painti~lg, . . 1 1 5 ~ 

Scliool of music, . . . . - . . .  

Total disbursements during 1883, $6,480.00. 



The I)olninic:tn is by u:~ture i~~telIigelit, gelierons, l o p 1  arid 
11o~pital)le. I l e  is desirous of ncclniri~lg l;~iowlctlge, :tl)preci:tting 
ith value and conseclnently learns ea4l.y. I l e  is possessed of a 
T i \  id i~r~agination. 1Ie is ambitions of inlproving his condition, 

or byand fond of literature. Not\vitllsta~~di~l$, p e ~ * l ~ a p ,  the 
cery reason of the rnaliy deiolating \\\.arb, in \rl~icll tlre Tlonlini-
(YIIIS h a w  I)ee~i cl~gagctl, hot11 foreign dud intenial, the niasscs of 
tlic people are easy to rnle, provitletl no appro;tcli to violation of 
t h c k  c o n ~ t i t n t i o ~ d  rights, or :my slladc of tyranny is atteniptetl 
1,) tllc :mtlwritics in power. They are u i i i ~  ersally sociable, agree- 
able :rnd of refined Iiianne1.b. 

Pllysically the country people are robust in build and consti- 
tution, and \iell fitted to endure hard labor in the tield. The Doin-
inicar~ is endowed, nioreovcr, with a very large amount of sou~id, 
pr.wtica1 comnlon-sense, tliorougllly aware of what is hest for his 
intereits, in wliicll matter he proves a very fine sense of acuteness. 

The 1)orninican -v\ o n ~ e nhave ~rioht s j lnrnetrical f i g ~ ~ r e s ,  their 
mmners are rrlodest, kindly and rcfinecl, and they are devotedly 
given to dancing and all innocent amuserrients. As wives they 
are loving, industrious and obedient. 

According to the latest government reports, the births and 
deaths, registered in tlre I)omii~ican Rej)ul)lic in 1883, were as 
follows : 

13irths, . 13,265 
I k a t l ~ s ,  . . 1,036 

Assnmi~lg that tlle popnlation of the Republic ~ n m b e r s  
al)out 3C,0,000souls, the excess of births over deatlis, accwrcling to 
the above statibtics ( I  I,%()) wonld be at the rate of ahont 31h per 
cent. per annum. 

'1 ILLY\ I'T,LING. 

Travelling in S:mto I ) o r r ~ i n ~ o  is not an unmitigated erijoy- 
mcnt. It llas to I)c nwornpli~licd on horse1)acli or ~riuleback, on 
dortkeys or on oxen. The so-called roads, exmpt ill the vicil~itiet, 
of the large towns, are little better than bridle-patlis, for altl~ongli 
the Spaniards, in olden times, h i l t  good roadq, connecting the 
principal ports and cities of thc ieland, the best of roads soon 
become almost impassalle, unless the drainage along tl ien~ is kept 
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The  government, to all appearances and probabilities, is a stablc 
one, and the inhabitants seem convinced that henceforth there ih 
every prospect of their being protected in the enjoyrrient of thr. ,

t
result of their labor, or elrlployrrlent of their capital in the culti- 
vation of the soil. 

Thus we find that, during the last nine years, no less than 
thirty-two important sugar estates have been eatablislied in the 
country, and the result of these enterprises has been so flattering 
as to induce others to follow the example. The cultivation of 
coffee likewise is making great progress, and the same reniark 
applies to tobacco and cocoa. Even at present, and with the very 
limited amount of capital which has been of late invested, and 
labor expended in these and similar industries, the territory pro- 
duces to-day more than it can consume of such staple minor 
articles of commerce, as cotton, corn, beans, bananas, &c. 

What  it could be made to produce, under the impetus 
which would be afforded under a firrnly established, wise, and 
fostering government, by pnblic improvenlents, in the form of h-
good roads, rapid and cheap intcrnal rriodes of communication, 
and other modern requirements of the age, arid by the influx of 
capital and labor, the reader may imagine, when he is conversant 
with the almost unrivalled natural advantages, of soil and climate, 
which the country enjoys. 

MAXUFACTUKES. 

I n  this matter, the Dominican Republic, notwithstanding all 
the  elements of success which she possesses in the shape of a most 
fertile soil, innumerable water-ways, an enormous coast-line, 
indented with numberless safe harbors, a clirnatc admirably 
adapted to the production of every tropical article of commerce, 
is still far behind other countries less advantageously endowed 
by nature. 

One of the principal industries, and one which has of late 
been attracting considerable attention, alike of Dominicans and 
of foreigners, is the  cultivation of the sugar cane. For  the suc- 



cessful cultivation of this plant and the rna~~ut'actnre of sngar, 110 

soil in  any other of the West India Islarlds exceeds that of the 
llomiriiean Republic, and few can compare Lvith it. Tllat this 
branch of tropical agriculture has not been rriore exterlsively 
developed, can be due only to tlie very scant information whicli 
has been obtainable, by foreigners, of tlle very many advantages 
which tlie country offers over any of the neighboring West lndia 
Islands. Apart from tlle richness of its soil, its geographical 
position, and the insular character of the  land, insuring nt all 
tirnes hot days arid cool nights-two almost indispensable requi- 
sites for the successful and eeononlic raising of the sugar-carie,-- 
the  innnmerablc and important rivers which water all its vallep, 
affording, in scores of places, ample water-power with which to 
run rriills, and in all, grand facilities for irrigation, and eco~torr~y 
in  the  conveyance of the Eugar to the shipping ports,--these 
and many other minor advantages should male  this country one 
of the niain sources of the sugar supply of the world. Up to the 
present reliable and cheap labor, has been obtainable at  all times 
of the year. 

The government offers every inducenient for the prosecution 
of this industry on an increased scale. Not only is there no internal 
revenue tax on the produce of the sngar estate, and no export 
duty on the sugar and molasses, but all import duties of every 
sort and kind, on all and every direct and indirect requirenient 
for  the establishment of a sugar estate, is remitted. Moreover, 
even tonnage dues and other port charges, are not collectable on 
vessels entering any of the ports of the Republic, when their 
cargoes consist only of materials required for the  founding and 
development of the sngar estates. 

Besides these sugar estates, there are in the country several 
minor industries, none on a very large scale, of which the follow- 
ing arc tlie most important : E n m  distilleries in large nutuber ; 
soap and vermicelli manufactories ;brick-yards ; cigar arid cigar- 
rettes manufactories; ttcn-yards ; boot and slioe factories ;saddle-
ries; furniture and chocolate manufactories. There are also 
factories of tallow and wax-candles, ropes and sweet-meats. I n  
certain sections of the country the ground roots of yuca and 
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CONCLUSION. 


I n  the foregoing notes, the writer llas endeavored to supply 
to those to whom such information is, or may be, of interest, not 
details, but a generally correct idea of what the Dominican 
Iiepublic is, has been, and what it is capable of becoming. 

liefore the Spaniards or arly other Europeans llad stepped on 
its shores, the island teemed with a happy, healthy and robust 
population of some four to five millions of people. At  that date 
agriculture was of the most primitive character, and aninla1 food 
was comparatively unknown, limited only to the flesh of a few 
rodents, like the jutia (a species of wood-rat), and to that of tlie 
birds of the air. But life must have been easy to the aboriginal 
Indians, or they could not have developed, physically, into the meri 
and women whom Cohimhus found there. The climate and soil, 
which alone furnished the elements of this physical development 
then, exist in precisely similar vitality and recuperative 
vigor to-day. The sky is the same, and, fortunately, the richest 
natural elements of prosperity, the forests and woods of San 
Domingo's mountain-tops, has been spared by the devastating 
hand of her original conquerors and their descendants. 

Some three llund-ed years ago the Spaniards fell like a horde 
of locusts on the island. I n  a very few years they had practically 
decimated the population. The poor Indians were regarded as mere 
money producing rnacliines, and overtaxed as they were by labor, to 
which they were unaccustomed, because it had been previously 
unnecessary for supplying them with all the requirements of their 
peaceful and happy lives, were soon absolutely worked to death. 
Strange as it may seem to modern philmtliropy, the African 
slave trade-the importation of forced labor from Africa to the 
western hemisphere-had its origin in the benevolent idea of 



P a d m  las ( h a s ,  in the hope of tlicrehy mitigating the severe 
labor exacted from the natives, and thus preventing their total 
extermination. But, under the rule of the old Spanish dis-
coverers and conquerors, and of the mother countrj, the de~riands 
alike of nien and treasure, upon the wealth of San L)orningo 
were so enormous, that liumanity, w h i d ~  would hare  been its 
t~est  policy, was, by reason of individual avarice and governmen- 
tal greed of further conquests and accluisition of territory in 
America, entirely ignored. 

Thus, almost from the day of its firht occupation, San 
Ilomingo was made tlie nucleus in which, and at whose expense, 
were organized all the expeditions which subsequently sent forth 
Cortes to Mexico, L'izarro and Belalcazar to Peru, Quesada and 
I~rederman to New C'rranada, and Ponce de Leon to Florida. 
The ships wliicli conveyed these adventurous heroes and their 
men to their respective destinations, were mainly built in San 
Domingo, of Ihminican mahogany and cedar; the enormous 
supplies required for the sustenance of these men were the 
natural products of Doniinican soil, or the produce of such soil 
by Dominican labor, and the country, enormous as was the drain, 
supplied their wants for hundreds of years. For a long course 
of years, every expense, incurred by the rnotller country in  any 
of her Aniericari colonies,-which at one time comprised nearly 
the entire continent-was debited to the 1)oniinican budget. 
Tlie soil and the clirnate, which alone, arid in the face of thou- 
sands of antagonibtic and depleting elements, enabled i t  to furnish 
this enormous wcalth, are the same to-day as they were then. 
And, a most important factor, which must not he overloolied, 
San Domingo's forests mere spared, and the dessication of the 
country averted. 

Weighing well San Domingo's natural sonrces of wealth, i t  
is not strange that, in  the coarse of European wars, her terri- 
tory, a prize of such value, sliol~ld have been captured by so 
many different powers ; not strange that at  so comparatively 
recent a date as 1861, her ancient discoverer and owner, Spain, 
should have made a gigantic effort to reconquer and retain pos- 
session of he r ;  nor very remarkable that the United States 





. 

. 

. 

Hi,  

1; 
2 s  

h. 

l 

1 7  
1X 

. 1 s, 2 s ,  3 2  
1 7  

. IS  
14 

. 32 
33.5 

. 34 
51 



I'AGES. 

Brazil-wood, . 16 
Bricks, . 34 
Brick-yards, 23, 51 
Bridge over Ozaina River, . 37 

Cable, Cornrnunication, . 
Cable, Concession for, 
Canal of River 17aqne, . 
Candles, Manufacture of, 
Capes, . 
Cassia, . 
Castor oil, . 
Cattle, horned, 
Cattle, wild, 
Cedar, . 
Cernents, . 
Chamcter of the people, 
Chocolate, Manufactures of, 
Cigars and cigarettes, Manufactures of, 
Cindiona bark, . 
(linnamon, . 
Clams, . 
Climate, 
Coal, 
Cocoa, . 
Cocoanuts, . 
Code, Napolemi(., 
Coffee, 
Cornrnerce, . 
Cornrnerce, Chamber of, . 
Cornrnunication, foreign, 
Communication, cahle, . 
Copaiba, 
Copper, . 
Concl~xsion, . 



Corn, 
Cost of l i ~ i ~ i g ,  . 
Cotton, . 
Crabs, . 
Crockery, . 

* Cultivated products, . 
Cnstorn-houses, . 
Customs, 

Deaths, . 
Debt, public, . 
Diamonds, 
Ilistricts, 
Divi-divi, . 
Divisions (Territorial), 
Dominican Republic, 
Donkeys, . 
Drugs, . 
Dry-goods, . 
Dye-woods, 

E. 

Ebony, 
Education, 
Education, Tables of' Schools, . 
Emeralds, . 
F:nriquillo, Lake of . 
Executive power, . 
Expenditure, . 
Exports, . 

Fancy articles, . 
I'ire-arms, 





- f i l  -

1 I i ~ ~ ] ) i t : l l ~ .  . 
l ' . \ i> l , ,S .  

. i:$ 
I 19tt,Is. -I-: 
I lollsc ui' Ikfny,l.  . . . j G >  

- r >  



Lobsters, . . 18 
Logwood, 16 
Lumber, . 34, 35 

Machinery, . 33 
Macoris (District of), . 27 
Mahogany, . 16 
Mails, . 3.i 
Manufactured iron, . . 34 
Manufactures, . 50 
Map of the Island of Sto. Domingo, . . 2 
Map of the I h y  of SamanA, . between Ci and 7 
Maps of Mono passage and showing distances from Sanlank, 

. between ti and 7 
Marble, 18 
Rlarkets, . . 47 
Medicines, 34 
Medicinal plants, . 
Nctlicinal oils, 

. I fi 
32 

Minerals, . . 18 
D/lolasses, 
Monte-Cristy (District of), . 
Monte Tina, . 

32 
. 26 

10 
Mountains, . 10 
Mules, . 17 
Mustard, . 

Napoleonic Code, . 
Natural products, . 
Newspapers, 

i Oak, 
Oils, . 

. 16 
34 



PACES. 

Opals, . 18 
Oysters, 18 
Ozama, Works on bar of . . St i  

Paints, . . 34 
Palm-trees, . 16 
Peninsulas, 6 
People, Social condition of, . 39 
Perf a n ~ e r ~ ,  . 34 
Peruvian bark, 32 
Petroleum, . 1$4 
I'hjsical Geography, . 10 
Pine, Yellow and white, . . 1ii 
Plantains, . 17, 43 
Plants, Medicinal, . 16 
Population, . 40 
Porphyry, . . 18 
Por t  charges, . 3 3 
Ports of Entry, . . 32 
Position of the Island of San Doiningo, (hographical, 
Post-0  ffices, . 35 
Postal Union, . 36 
Potatoes, Sweet, . . 17 
Precious stones, 18 
Printing materials, . 34, 35,42 
Printing presses, 34, 35,  52 
Products, Cultivated, . 16 
Products, Katural, . 1(i 
Promontories, . A 
Provinces, 22 
Provisions, . 34 
Public debt, . 31 
Puhlic lands, . 35 
Public libraries, 23, 25, 26 
Public roads, . ?7 

5 



Saddleries, . 51 
Salt, . . IS, 2s 
S:unanb (District of'), . 26 
Sa~~lanh,Gulf of, t-

1 

S:u~ianh, looking north, 



PAGES. 
Sassafras, . . 32 
Satin-wood. . 16 
Schools, . . 41 
Schools, Statistics, . . 42, 4 3  
Seibo (Province of), . 24 
Sewing rnachines, . 34, 35 
Sheep, . . 17 
Shell-fish. IS 
Silks, . 34 
Silver, . 18 
Slate, . 18 
Soap, Manufactures of, . 23, 98, 51 

of the people, Social ~ondit~ion . 39 
Soil, . 13 
Starch, . . 32 
Stationerj, . 34 
Steamers, . 45, 53 
Sllgx, . 17 
Sugar estates, . 50 
Sulphur, 18 
Sweet p~t~atoes, . . 17 
Sweet meats, Mannfactures of, 51 
Swine, . . 1s 
Sy noptical Table of Distances, 46 

Tables, Edncational, 
Tables of distances, 
Talc, 
Tan-yards, . 
Tea, 
Telephones. . 
Terrapins, . 
Territorial Divisions, 
Territory, . 
Tiles, . 



Tin. 
Tobacco, 
Topogmpllical description, 
Town Conricils, 
Tr:tvelling, 
Trwties, 
Tr~rtlcs, . 

Y. 

Yams, . 17 
Ynca, 17 


