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i NTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

The geographical information conveyed in this pamphlet is
prineipally derived from the geographics of San Domingo by the
Rev. Father Merifio and M. J. A, Guridi, from each of which
works have been sclected such portions as have appeared most
solidly grounded on actual facts.

In regard to the present population of the Dominican Repub-
lie, all obtainable information furnished in the geographical
works above referred to, differ widely from one another, and
from the opinion of the compiler of this pamphlet, as well as
from the estimates of several well informed Dominieans, whom
the writer has consulted on the gubject.  And, as no census has
been taken for some years, the figures given herein are, if not
absolutely correet, as accurate as can be obtained under the
cireumstances.

Statistics of importations, exportations, revenue and expenses
of the government, cducation, births and deaths are derived from
official reports of the government,

All other information has been taken from the most reliable
sources obtainable.

Before concluding these introductory remarks, the writer
desires to impress upon the reader the two following facts :

Figsr.—That when he began this task he had no idea of
making it so extensive ; he had been repeatedly applied to for
information about the Dominican Republie, chiefly as to its
reventes, expenses, imports, exports, &e.; but as fresh enquiries
cropped up every day, it seemed to him advisable to extend the
work to its present proportions.

Srconv.—That the writer’s time in which to compile the
present report has been very limited, which fact, coupled with
the eircumstance that this work had to be written in a language
not his own, renders it liable to many errors.  The writer, there-
fore, relies on the indulgence of the reader to excuse its inae-
curacies on the ground of its possible utility.
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PART I

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

Geographical Position of the Island of Sun Domingo.—Topo-
graphical — Description.— 1 erritory.— Peninsulas.— Cupes.
—Promontories.—Gulfs and Bays.—arbors.— Islands —

Heys.— Lakes.

GEOGRAPITICAL POSITION OF TILE ISLAND OF SAN DOMINGO.

The Island of S8an Domingo lies in the torrid zone, between
17° 367 and 19° 58’ north latitude and 68° 257 and 74° 30/ west
longitude of the meridian of Greenwich. It is situated between
Cuba and Porto Rico, eastsouth-east of the former and west-
north-west of the latter island, and is washed on the north by
the Atlantic Ocean and on the south by the Carribean Sea, the
channel known as the Windward Passage dividing it from Cuba,
and the Mona Passage from Porto Rico.

Its extreme length, from east to west, is close upon 600 miles,
while its breadtly from north to south, varies from 30 to 240
miles.

Some geographers give it an area of 13,171 square miles,
others 14,100, and many place it as high as 18,000. Of this
extent more than two-thirds belong to the Dominican Republie,
the halance comprises the Republic of Ilayti.

The following remarks refer solely to the Dominican Repub-
lie:

TOPOGRATPHICAL DESCRIPTION—TERRITORY.

The territory of the Dominiean Republic comprises what
formerly constituted the Spanish portion of the Island of San




M
|
“
!

‘utdean) pue
BIPUB[RY DSURTY ‘ORIRIY ‘OURBUL[—S10) ULOISIG[ 94D ()
wpedsi] PU RILAON )80, ) ULV -YPROS 2YD W)

RY[IULRJ pUR RUS[EPICL

‘opannry) é:_ﬁio,ﬁ Dubuope ‘ovziy ‘wuieier)) ‘vuleg TILLD)
UDICI OPRMGM] Rudry STW[ uwg — p800y) Ynog oYz %0
soar pedound oyg,

TRHTAOLNONONA

‘oorqug odey) puv eppqesy ade))
‘eroy wp odep) ‘ofor g soowesy] odwv)y—gswor) YROAT 2L 1)
‘woaqu() ode)) pur BUBIIES
odey ‘peyey  odeny ‘owronyy odwy—snoy  pwy 22 U
ospr odvpy pue (g odvoy—gsuyy oy @yl 3V
‘uoduoy oden)
‘eygogp odepy ‘ospep odery ‘oloyp odey—pswoy ypnog ayp ue)
are Tedourid oy,

‘SAJIVO

“£ISLI)-0JUOTY JO $ILISIP SWTILIVUL T} UL ‘O[IURZURTA PI[Ed 4s80D
(pou 9} uo ‘oourirodwir Joutw Jo ‘9uo JNYIOUB ST IO,
*o[130F AoA 81 [10s 831 puk ‘epnsuruad
1} o ?Eow Uoo(q OABI[ 0} pIES SI 15@ "OpIAL $OJIUL G U3
duaout L “SUOT SOTIM ¢¢ sdInsroLU :S:Z ‘gurteg Poj[en ‘A3uIadxe
wIogsEa-tpIou 831 Jv ouo jurirodwr Lroa e mx: orpqudeyf oy,

SV IOSNINGI
‘ srqndany oy Jo
soanjeoy [eorydeasoas Juerjes O3 JO BWOS SIv JHIMOT[OF OT[
oppdmed sy 03
DOTIRIIL OUO O} PUR ‘((qrr) " AL 1080304 T A pue SLoquiotpy
a0y Iy A epwwt pur[st oy yo sdeur oyl ur umoyw ouw
ST @O PUB ‘L1 LT J::_. 10 pig 9y uo ‘uredg pum oo:z.ﬂ
:v?fu; ojur pagojua zanluway 3o fpwery oy ur uodn poosde
‘oury Aapunoq oty Aq 13dey] :5.&cotw,:i%mmi YPTAUSDILY JO J59M
OPMINGUO] 08 oL 03 ,CF oK WOIJ PUR DAOGR POUOHUOUL dPUITIR]
WIOLIOU JO SO0LS0D OWIBS BI] UNIMNII SPUMNO pur ‘oFurmo(



M

—_—

At the North-Fast—San  Juan, Lanza del Norte, Moron,
Pescadores, Juckson, Sabaneta and Tres Amarras.

On the North Coast—Goleta, Macoris, Patilla, Rusia, Mangle,
Fragat: .4 Icaco onthe Bay of Manzanillo.

GULES AND BAYS,

On the eastern coast is the Gulf of Samand, onc of the
largest in the world, and capable of containing fleets of any size.
Its waters are deep and sheltered from all winds, and its holding
ground is admirable. The river Yuna, which iz navigable for
some 52 miles from its mouth, empties into this gulf. The
strategical poxition of the Gulf of Samand, situated as it is, in the
centre of the most important West India Islands, and command-
ing the most available passage for marine communication between
the Atlantic Ocean and the Carribean Sea, 18 of extreme interna-
tional importance, and renders it in fact the key of the Carribean
Sea. This gulf is indented along its shores with the bays of Santa
Barbara, San Lorenzo and Escondido, all of which are large and
seeure.

On the same castern coast are also the bays of Alta-Gracia,
Higiiey, and others of minor importance.

On the north-castern coast are the bays of Iscocesa and
Balsamo.

On the north coast are Sountllet, Isabela, Jicaquito, Monte-
Cristy and Manzanillo.

And on the south coast, Neiba, Ocoa, Caracoles, Caldera
Andres, and Agua del Rey.

I ARBORS.

The entive coast-line of the Dominican Republic iz indented
with many spacious, commodious and safe harbors, of which,
commeneing at the north-western extremity of the Repunblie, and
following the coast-line to the Haytien frontier on the south
coast, the principal are: Manzanillo, Monte-Cristy, Isabela,
Soufflet, Puerto Plata, Puerto  Cabello, Cabaret, Samand,
Quiabon, La Romana, Soco, Macoris, Santo Domingo, Palenque,
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Nizao, La Caldera, the bay of Ocoa, Azua, Barahona, on the bay
of Neiba, and Enriquillo, formerly Petit-Trou. With very rare
exceptions, fresh water in abundance is obtainable at all the
above harbors.

ISLANDS.

Beata.—At the South, 13 miles distant from the coast,
714 miles long by 41 wide. This island is covered by thick
forests and abounds with wild cattle.

Alta- Vela.—A small island off the south-west coast, which
contains large deposits of guano.

Catalina.—To the east of San Domingo City, 34 of a mile
distant from the coast, 6 miles long by 3 wide. This island has
a very fertile soil and its forests abound with valuable timber.

Sawona.—Towards the south-cast. This island measures 13
miles, from east fo west, and is about 634 miles wide. It is
mountainous at both ends, and abounds with wild cattle and
birds.

Mona and Monita—Lic a little to the eastward of Saona.
The latter of these islands is very small, but the formmer measures
634 miles long by 114 wide and has a rich soil.

Cabrito.—In the middle of Lake Enriquillo in the Distriet of
Baraliona. It measures 6 miles by 3, and contains immensc
herds of wild goats and tlocks of wild fowls,

Baril de Bavf—A small island in the bay of Manzanillo, on
the north coast, near the western limit of the Republie.

Lot de Fleurs—A small island in the bay of Samand, on the
castern coast.

The Yasual Islands, five in number, off the north coast
of the Peninsula of Samana.

Cabras.—A small island on the north coast.

KEYS.

On the north coast lie Key Arenas and several others, near
Monte-Cristy.

On the castern coast, in the bay of Samand, are the following
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MAP SIHHOWING TIHE IMPORTANCE OF THE MONO PASSAGE FOR ALL MARINE COMMUNICATION
TO THE ATLANTIC COASTS OF ISTHMIAN CONNECTIONS WITH THE PACIFIC, AND
THE DISTANCES BETWEEN SAMANA AND OTHER PLACES,

NTLES, MILES.
From Samana to New York, . . 1,500 From Samand to Turk’s Tsland, . 163
From Samana to Nicaragua, . 1,000  From Samana to Porto Rico, . . 60

From Samand to La Guayra, . . 600 ' From Samana to Charleston & Savannah, 900
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Keys 1 Levantado, Pascal, Arena, Carenero Chico, Carenero
Grande, Paloma, and Corozo.

Off the northern coast of the peninsula of Samand, are: Las
Cafias and Jackson.

On the north coast is Key Soutflet.

On the south coast: Pasage and Andres.

On the north-east coast: Can and Cito.

LAKES.

Enriqguillo, the largest within the territory of the Republie, is
situated near Neiba in the District of Barahona.

It is 54 miles in circumference (¥), and 21 miles distant from
the sea-coast. Its waters are salt, and have the same speecific
gravity as sea-water. It cbbs and flows with the tide. Nine
small rivers enter into it.

At about its centre, is sitnated an island, Cabrito, some 6
miles long by 8 wide, which abounds in herds of goats, and
has a spring of fresh-water.

The next largest lake to Enriquillo, and in proximity to it, is
that of Del IFondo, which lies on the Iaytien frontier, and one
half of which belongs to the Iatter Republic.

There are beside the above, fourteen smaller lakes in the
Dominican Republic.

(*). This circumference of lake Enriquillo is given by Father Valverde,
Dr. Merifio and Mr. Guridi. The writer would not like to question such
authorities, but thinks that, judging from the size of the island in its centre,
and the degrees of longitude which the lake measures in the maps of the
island, it has a circumference of a least one hundred miles.
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PART II

PIIYSICAL GEOGRAPIIY.

Mountwins.— Valleys.— Rivers—Sovil.— Climate.~Lroducts.—
Vegetable Kingdom (natural and cultivated).—Animal

Hingdone.— Minerals.

MOUNTAINS.

The mountain systems of the Republic may be divided into
three main ranges, subdivided as follows :

The mounntains of Samand, Macoris, Monte-Cristy, ('ibao,
Jonstanza, San Rafael, [Hilera Central, Jaina, Neibaand Babaruco.

Following is a list of the principal mountaing and their
respective elevations above the level of the sea :

NAMES. FLET.
Monte Tina (%), . . . : . 10,302
Pico del Yaque, . : . . . 9,690
Monte Cucurucho, ) ) ) . 7,239
Loma Rio Grande, . . . . . G899
Pico del Norte, . ) . . . 6,447
Loma Panza, . . . . . . 6,201
Monte Cuenreli, . . . . . 5,192
Monte Nigua, . . . . . 4425
Monte Barvevo, . . . . . 4,101
Monte Bost, . . . . . . 4068
Loma Diego de Ocampo, . . . 4,003
Monte Mijo, . . . . . . 3,021
Loma Leguosa, . . . . . 3,002

() Dr. Merino calls attention, in his geography, to the erroneous statement
of Tlumboldt and La Sagra, both of whom state that Pico Turquino, on the
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VALLEYS,

There are o great number of extensive and fertile valleys in
the territory of the Dominican Republie, they are watered in all
directions by large and small rivers.

The principal are : ‘

At the North. — Pto. Plata, 135 miles long by 21, 15 and
9 miles wide.  Vega Real; 300 miles long by 30, 36 and 45 miles
wide.  Despoblado de Santiago, Contanza, and Maimon.

At the Sowth— Bani, 36 miles long by 24, 18 and 12 wide.
Azua, of about the same extent.  Babaruco, 30 miles long by 24
wide.  Neiba, 45 miles long by 24 wide.

Besides the foregoing, the following, of more or less
extension, deserve mention : San Juan, San Tomdé, Valle Océano,
Hincha and Guaba.

At the Bast. — Los Llanos, 1710 miles long by 30 and 36 wide.

RIVERS,

The Artibonito, on the west, its affluents are: Los Indios,
Cafias, Guayamuco, Libon, La Tomba, Onceano, Todo el Mundo
and Ibarra.

The Yuna emptics in the Gulf of Samand, its affluents are :
Tirco, Cami, Yuboa, Juan Manuel, Magunaca, Mcrigal, Jayé,
Jicaco, Cebieo, Payabo, Guabd, Yuea, and other small ones.

The Yaque, on the north, atfluents: Jimenow, Bao, Anibaje,
Jacagua, Navarrete, Amina, Animijo, Mao, Gurabo, Quinigua,
Jacuba, Lajus, Maguaca and Macabon,

The Neiba or Yaqgue, on the south, affluents: San Juan, Mijo,
PPuerto Medio and Cucbas.

The Camu, an affluent of the Yuna, has Rio Verde, Jima,
Yaguaza, Bocui, Nona, Guacamayo and Licei as tributaries.

The Jimenoa, an affluent of the Yaque, of the north, has itself
three tributarics.

south coast of the island of Cuba, is the highest mountain in the Antilles.
The fact is that Monte Tina is the true apex of this mountain system.  The
height of Pico Turquino is 7,986 feet or 2,316 feet less than that of Monte
Tina.
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The Pedernales, with one afluent.

The Nayahueo, with three affluents.

The Ocoa has Banilejo, Frio, Blanco and some streams as
tributaries.

The Nizao, afllnent: Yaguate and two streams.

The Jaina, affluents: Guanamitos, Mana, Susta, Medina,
Madrigal, Cluayd and several small streams.

The Ozamna, affluents: Bermejo, Limon, Congo, Isabela,
Yabacao and Santa Cruz.

The isabela, an afluent of the Ozama, has Jigneroa as trib-
atary.

The Macoris empties in the port of its name, and has as afflu-
ents: Casui, Lajas, Avijas, Libanos, Dos Rios, Iguamo, and
others.

The Soco, on the south-east, whose affluents are: Magarin,
Anami, Cibao, and three others.

The Quisibani, on the east, with two affluents.

The San Lorenzo empties in the bay of its name.

It would take very long to enuwmerate all the rivers, for the
island is crossed by them in all directions; besides the prineipal
rivers, it has more than four thousand small ones (*).

Principal rivers, with their respective lengths and the dis-
tances to which they are navigable from their mouths :

NAMES. LENGTH. NAVIGABLE.
Artibonito, . . . 237 miles. 99 miles.
Yuna, . . ) 295« g«
Yaque, N. . . .o210 o« 51«
Neiba, or Yaque, 8. . 199 « 36«
Ozama, . . .60« Q9
Cama, . . . 63« 21
Cafias, . ) : . b1« 17 ¢
Ocou, . . : 60« 15 «
Isabela, . . .46« 12«

(*) The rivers in the territory of Hayti, are not mentioned, with the excep-~
tion/of the Artibonito, which rises in the Dominican Republic and enters
into Hayti.
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SOTIL.

The soil of the Dominican Republie is as varied as its sar-
face. As the latter comprises high mountains, extensive table-
lands, rugged precipices, sloping hills and level valleys, so the
soil of San Domingo embraces, probably, about every class
known on the face of the world. It is, in places, rocky, as on
the mountain ranges, gravelly as on its hilly slopes, and varies
in almost every separate locality; but one of its important charvacter-
istics, of which there is no question, is its fertility, and its perfect
adaptability to almost every agrienltnral indnstry, as any soil to be
found anywhere. Of the trath of this assertion, no more con-
vineing proof ean be adduced, than the enormous variety of its
natural productions, by which is meant produetions uncultivated.
Its forests teem with mahogany, a tropical tree, while a few
miles off, perhaps at a slightly higher elevation, will be found
woods of white or yellow pine, supposed to belong to temperate
climates.  And the same rule of almost endless variety of pro-
duce extends to every branch of its natural productions. To
enumerate what plants, flowers, grain, roots, seeds, gums, &e.,
San Domingo produces, would be an almost cndless task; to
designate what it is not adapted to produce, almost an impossible
one. Suffice it to say, that, with every variety of climate, every
variety of elevation, from the sea level to an altitude of thousands
of feet, every variety of aspect and solar cxposure, with so
abundant a rainfall, and so extensive a system of water courses, as
to form almost a net-work of water throughout the whole area of
the Republie, San Domingo produnces, or can be made to produce,
every species of the vegetable kingdom useful to man. Too much
stress cannot be laid on the fact, that the soil, alike of its slopes,
as well as the incomparable fertile vegetable deposits of its val-
leys, is being everlastingly renewed and reinvigorated by the
enormous amounts of vegetable debris, scattered over its entire
surface by the torrential rains and its unequalled net-work of

water courses.
CLIMATE.

The climate of San Domingo is, of course, from its topogra-
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phical position. a tropical one, that is, that from its proximity to
the equator, the calorie rays of the sun occasion about the same
temperature as at other places in a similar latitude.  But not only
is the latitude of a place no reliable element, whereby to judge its
temperature, but frequently an entirely erroncous one. Places
in the centres of large continents, are always hotter in summer
and colder in winter by reason of their very distance from the
ocean.  Altitudes again determine temperature. Places situnated
on the sea-coast, under the equator, are hotter than ecities in the
same latitude perehed on the crests of the Andes or Iimalayas.

Again, islands whose summits are even but slightly elevated
above the level of the sea, arc cooler than continents in similar
latitudes.  While islands even in the tropies, which can boast of
lofty mountains, are invariably and necessarily of a more tempe-
rate range of thermometer, than flat and sterile keys similarly
sitnated.  If, again, a tropical island, of a mountainous topogra-
phical character, still retains a fair proportion of her primeval
forests; if, in fine, it possesses sufficient tree vegetation on its
mountain tops to arrest rain elouds, draw their moisture, in such
very action of arresting and drawing the passing water, held in
suspense in said rain-clouds, it necessarily tempers the heat
caused by the sun's rays.

And this is exactly what is found in San Domingo. Tt is a
tropical igland, of an average breadth of only some 150 miles
from worth to south; it is a very mountainous island, its highest
altitude, Monte Tina, having an elevation of 10,302 feet above
the sca, a higher one than that of any other mountain in the
West Indies, and its mountain ranges are covered with a dense
forest vegetation.  The result of these physico-geographical
elements is that in San Domingo a very agrecable average
climate rules, with the sole exception of that of very low-lying
lands in very hot weather. In such latter places the thermometer
registers generally some 84 Fahr. during the middle of the
day, occasionally but scldom rising to 90° or 91° though it falls
considerably during the night. DBut the temperature of these
localities, in the months of summer, would be a very unjust
eriterion on which to base the average degree of heat of the
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country.  On high lands, even during the hottest hour of the
day and in the hottest days of the year, the temperature is
agrecable, and the nights cool throughout the island with most
rare exceptions.  These cool nights are due to the north winds,
which set in, as regularly as clock work, at all seasons of the
year, from the Atlantic Ocean, and which commenee to blow at
8 o’clock in the evening, and continue until 8 A. M. The south
wind blows during the day from the Carribean Sea, and is called
the brisa.

But the main clement which, in conjunction with these two
winds, renders the climate of San Domingo so varied, is the great
raricty of the elevations and depressions of its surface, its
mountaing, hills and vallevs.

The territory of the Republic is traversed from about cast
north-cast to west south-west by three main ranges of mountains,
of whicli one is near the north coast in the District of Puerto-
Plata.  Between this range and the grand central onc of the
island lies the beautiful and fertile valley of La Vega Real. On
the southern slope of this central range, and separating it from the
southern range, known as the cordillera of DBabaruco, lies the
splendid valley of Azua.  When it is borne in mind that each of
these main ranges sends out spurs north and south into the
adjoining valleys along the entire Iength of the island, that cach
of these spurs, as well as their parent mountain chains, is covered
with dense tropical forests, the reader will readily understand
why San Domingo justly boasts of the greatest rainfall in the
world.

These facts also explain why the climate of San Domingo
varies in particular localities, almost, if not quite as much, as the
very elevation or position of these places.  Thus, in the northern
section of the eonntry, known as the Cibao, which comprises the
provinees of La Vega and Santiago, and the districts of Puerto-
Plata and Monte-Cristy, the temperature is cool almost all the
year, and frost is of common occurrence, at night, in this section,
at all reasons of the year.

The rainy season begins in May and lasts until October, the
greatest rainfall occurring in May and June. The regular dry
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season lasts from February to April, but it rains occasionally
even during these months. The hottest months are June, July
and August.

As a general rule, light woolen clothes are worn during the
six winter months, and linen during the rest of the year.

The South sea breeze, flowing continually across the whole
breadth of the island, renders it one of the healthiest places, and
does not allow any discases of an epidemic nature to take root.

VEGETABLE KINGDOM.-—NATURAL PRODUCTS.

The following are the prineipal natural products of the
Dominican forests and plains :

Woods.—The variety of them is very great, and almost all
could find ready markets abroad, as they are of the most useful
and valuable kinds.  Mahogany is of the best quality known,
and is very abundant. There are also in the Republic whole
forests of white and yellow pine, cedar, oak, ebony, satinwood,
lancewood, palm-trees of sundry varieties, Lignum-vite and
other woods.

Dye-woods—abound ; among which may be mentioned
fustie, logwood, Brazil-wood and Divi-divi.

Medicinal PPlants.—Among the prominent ones, and which
formerly figured largely in the exports of the island, arc : cassia
(two kinds), castor-oil, vanilla, sarsaparilla, licorice, mustard,
copaiba, einchona bark, rhubarb and Guiana bark.

Lruits and Flowers—It would be diflicult to find a place
where tropical fruits and flowers of endless varieties flourish
uncultivated in greater abundance than in San Domingo. A
plant worthy of mention is a species of palm, from the clusters
of the fruit of which a very good quality of vegetable wax is
obtained, which bleaches easily in the sun, and 15 equal to the
bees-wax of commerce.

VEGETABLE KINGDOM-—CULTIVATED PRODUCTS.

There exists in the territory of the Republic, an almost infinite
variety of plants cultivated for consnmption and exportation,
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among which the following are the most prominent : sugar,
tobuacco, coffee, cocoa, plantains, bananas, cocoa-nuts, yams, yuca,
sweet potatoes, corn, beans, ginger, cotton, indigo, tea, bija*,
potatoes, &e.

Several abandc ed vineyards have lately been found in the
Province of Santiago and others in the vieinity of Puerto Plata,
and of these some have been reclaimed and put under cultivation.
The vines are of a very good gnality and the first experiments
have produced a very fair red wine.

ANIMAL KINGDOM.

Ilorned Cattle—There are in the Republic many places
adapted for the raising of cattle. In the valley of San Juan, in
the Province of Azua, large herds of cattle exist which find their
way across the frontier to the Ilaytien markets. During the

Juban revolution a great number of cattle were shipped from
ports of the provinee of Seibo, at the south-eastern extremity of
the island, to supply the necessitics of the Spanish army.

‘When the island flourished, some years after its conquest by
the Spaniards, immense herds of cattle were exported from San
Domingo every year. In the fleet that left the island for Spain
in 1587, among the articles exported were a large number of cattle;
of these, one rancho only, called “ Corambre,” supplied 35,444
head.

(Foats.—There ave several herds in the districts of Barohona
and Monte-Cristy, as also in Bani, in the Provincee of Santo Do-
mingo. Sheep are also raised in some sections of the chublic

]107’&&5 Mules and Donkeys—The native horse is not so
large as the European, but stands work and fatigue very well;
they are abundant in the Republie.

There are very fine specimens of mules. The donkeys are
arge and strong (md VCI'y BUINerous.

* Annato (Fr. /\oum) A small re(l grain, contained in a pod, of Wthh
a paste is made of a bright red color, which is used to color and flavor butter,
cheese, cooked meats and other eatables, as pimento is used. Annato
however, unlike pimento, is not hot tothe taste. In the sixteenth century, large
guantities of this grain were exported, principally to the French markets.
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Swine—There are two kinds of them and they are very
abundant.

Throughout the territory of the Republic there exist herds
of wild cattle, goats and swine, which flourizsh and inerease on the
natural pasturage of the country.

Bees—Notwithstanding the very primitive manner in which
this industry is worked, the natural flora of the island is so rich
that very large quantities of wax and honey figure among the ex-
ports from San Domingo.

Lately, near Santo Domingo City, a gentleman, My
Shoboeker, has devoted considerable attention to tlie develop-
ment of this industry on a scientific basls, and aceording to his
statement to the writer, the results obtained have far execeded
his expectation.

Birds—The same ean be zaid as of the fruits and Howers,

Lish —The waters of the coast and rivers swarm with tish of
all sorts, more than fifty kinds being known.

Shell-fish.~—Turtles, terraping, erabs of various kinds, lobsters,
oysters and clams arc found in endless quantitics.

It is a well-known historical fact, that in the carly days of
the Spanish occupation of San Domingo, say in the sixteenth
century, the productions of the island were so enormous that
the markets of Spain were unable to buy them, and the king was
obliged to annul the prohibition, which prevented any other
country from trading with the island.  In consequence of the
opening of the ports of San Domingo to foreign trade, advan-
tage was at once taken of 1t by Llolland and other EKuropean
countrics.

MINERALS.

Mines of gold, silver, copper, tin, iron, magnetic iron,

sulphur, salt and quicksilver abound throughout the Republic.
Joal is said to have been found in the Peninsula of Samand.
There exist likewise porphyry, marble, slate, tale, jasper, granite
and alabaster.

Precious ston®s have also been found, among them diamonds,
rubies, opals and emeralds, and among the minerals of lesser value
jet and others.
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The historian Herrera, in his work entitled the Croniea de las
1i das, states, that in former times, vold was coined four times :
y 1, twice at the mint of Bacnaventura, twenty-four miles from
the Capital, and twice at the mint in the c¢ity of La Vega. lle
further states that at these two places they produced gold coins
every year, at the period of which lie speaks, to the value of
about $£500,000.  The period to which le refers was at the
beginning of the sixteenth century.

Oviedo, in his work on San Domiungo, states, what must be
patent to everybody, that the method of working these gold
mines was excessively Imperfect.  Of course, the only mines
which the Spaniards could work, in those early days, were
placer mines, or gold washing, becanse stamp-mills for crushing
ore containing gold, were unknown at that date.

There seemns to be no reason to question another statement of
Oviedo’s, to the effeet that vast amounts of this gold so produced,
wag hidden away and hoarded, and not coined, in order to avoid
the tax of 20 per cent., which the Crown claimed on all gold
taken from the ground.

Mines of silver and copper were also worked by the Span-
fards at the date referred to.

Omne historian records the finding of a nugget of gold, in the
sands of the River Jayna, valued at 83,600, and he mentions fur-
ther, how this picce of gold was lost in a hurricane in July, 1502,
in which a flotilla of twenty-three vessels, which had left San
Domingo with enormous amounts of treasure aboard, was lost
with all hands.  The French historian, Charlevoix, says, in refer-
ence to the amount of gold bullion lost on this vccasion, that the
ocean probably never swallowed so rich a booty.

Besides the minerals mentioned above, petroleum has been
found in the Province of Azua.
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PART II1I.

GOVERNMENT.

Form of Government.— Evecutive, Legislative and Judicial
Powers—Town Councils.—Territorial Divisions.—rov-
tnces.— Districts.— Laws.— Treaties.— Revenue.— [rpendi-
ture.— Public Debt.— Customs.— Ports of Entry.— Feports.
—Imports.— Articles Free of Duty.— Post-Office.— Army.
— Public Works.— Public Roads—Public Lands.

FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

The form of Government of the Republic is essentially
clvil, republican, democratic, representative, alternate and
responsible, and it is divided into, and exercised by the following
powers, viz : the Executive, the Legislative and the Judicial.

THIS EXECUTIVE.

The President is elected by direct vote of the people, for a
term of two years. lle cannot be re-elected to offiee, until after
the expiration of an entire term, counting from the date of the
termination of his own. Ile appeints his respective Secretaries
of Departinents, in unison with whom, he exereises the powers
conferred upon him by the Constitution.

THE LEGISLATIVE.

This power is exercised by a Congress of twenty members,
two from each Province and two from each District. These
members of Congress are elected by direct vote of the people, and
their term of office is for two years.
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THE JUDICIAL.

The Judicial power is vasted in the Supreme Court of Justice
and in the Tribunals and inferior Courts.

The Supreme Court, in which is vested the First Judicial
Magistracy of the Republie, consists of a President and four
Ministers, who are elected by Congress, and an Attorney-
General appointed by the Executive. The members of the
Supreme Court hold office for four years, and may be re-elected
indefinitely. Each province and district has a tribunal of first
instance.

TOWN COUNCIL™

These are free and independent b ies elected by the people
in their respective localities, and whose functions and attributes
are the financial government of their Communes, sub]ect always
to the rules prescrlbed by the Constitution.

TERRITORIAL DIVISIONS.

For the government of the Republic, its territory is divided
into five Provinces and five Districts. The Provinces are Santo
Domingo, Azua, Seibo, La Vega and Santiago. Originally, and
until after the last expulsion of the Spaniards in 1865, the whole
territory consisted of the five Provinces, but as other interests,
principally commercial ones, had acquired, in certain localities,
as much or more importance than those of the Provinces of
which they formed integral portions, these localities were
separated from such Provinces, and constituted into independent
Districts, called Maritime Districts ; and of these two, viz., those
of Puerto Plata and Samani were recognized as independent
districts by the Constitution of 1865. The other three maritime
districts, viz., those of Monte- Clisty, Macoris and Barahona have
been constltuted since that date, in the above respective order of
" creation. The wisdom of this step is best proved by the growth
of the commercial importance of all these places. Macoris, which
was constituted into a maritime district in 1879, was at that date
only a small fishing village, is now a port of entry, and boasts of
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several prominent business firms, wharfs, brick warchouses, and
scores of other proofs of growing commereial prosperity.

The Provinces and Districts are subdivided into Commmunes and
Cantons, each of which exercises its right of suffrage in clecting
deputies to the National Congress for the Provinee or District.
These communes and cantons are usually constituted with regard
to their respective population and agricultural or commercial
importance, by act of Congress, generally at the request of the
Executive, to whom has been previously presented a petition to
that effect by the inhabitants of the place. By Article IX of the
Constitution of 1858, no place could be constituted into a
commune unless it contained five thousand inhabitants. And
inasmuch as these communes and cantons have legislative repre-
sentation in Congress, the deputies elected by such communal and
cantonal suffrages constitute, in fact, the real basis of the universal
direct will of the people.

PROVINCES (*).
L—SANTO DOMINGO.

The City of Santo Domingo is the Capital of the Province of
the same name, as also of the Dominican Republie. It is a mari-
time city, and port of entry. It contains about 22,000 inhabi-
tants. It is situated on the south coast, on the west bank of the
mouth of the River Ozama. It containg many churches and a
very fine and solid cathedral. These and many others of its fine
buildings arc of stone. Almost all the houses of the eity arc of
stone and brick, and are spacious and commodious. The streets
are straight and wide, and interspersed through the city are
several plazas and squares. It is the oldest existing eity in this
Lemisphere.

It possesses a professional institute, a normal school, a mili-

(*) In the following details of the separate Provinces and Districts, are
given only thosc of the Capitals of each. The number of the population,
assigned to each respectively, is not that of said Provinces and Districts,
but that of the jurisdiction of each Capital.
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tary academy, a school of drawing and painting; four colleges—
one for boys and three for givls,—one preparatory school, one
institute for young ladies, one seminary and twenty schools for
both sexes, as well as five night schools. It has also a Superior
Board of Education, as well ax a Provineial one, and a Municipal
Board of Public Instruction.  Not including the students of the
professional institute, or those of the seminary, there are in San
Domingo City thirty-eight schools, with an average attendance of
1,243 pupils. There are, moreover, in the eity, three literary
societics and a public library,

Santo Domingo City also has four hotels, a military hospital,
a private hospital, a house of refuge, and an asylum, many Cath-
olic churches and a Protestant one.

Seventeen newspapers are published in the city, of which one
daily and the rest weckly. There are five printing establish
ments.

The city contains one factory of soap, one of vermicelli,
several distilleries of rum, four brick-yards, two tanneries, several
manufactories of cigars and cigarettes and three of chocolate,

There is also a horse railroad running through the principal
streets of the city, a continuation of which is being built to con-
neet several of the adjacent sugar estates with the wharves on the
Ozama river.

At the entrance of the river Ozama is a light-house, with a
revolving light. On the banks of the Ozama is a wharf, with a
depth of more than seventeen feet of water, as also warchouses,
the property of a joint stock company, which has, during
the past three years, pald dividends of 50 per cent. per annum
on its capital stock.

The bar at the mouth of the Ozama river has been shallowing
for some years, by rcason of the deposition of the sand carried
down by the river, rendering the crossing of it, at some times, by
vessels drawing over 12 feet, a matter of much difficulty and
danger. Works, for the deepening of the channel, have been
commenced this year by Mr. Greenbank of London, uuder a
concession from the Dominican government. This work is pro-
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gressing rapidly, and within a very short time vessels drawing 14
feet will experience no difficulty in erossing the bar,

In the Province of Sante Domingo there are seventeen large
sugar estates, the arca of the cultivation of which, as well, of
course, as the crops, are increasing enormously each year. The
oldest of these estates was commenced not more than ten years
ago, but the progress of this agriculture, great as it is, is easily
explainable by the facilities, natural elements and cconomy of
production, which San Domingo affords to the sugar planter.

On the Bay of La Caldera, south-west of the Capital, large
deposits of salt, the produce of natural evaporation, are worked.

I1.—PROVINCE OF AZUA.

This Provinee adjoins that of Santo Domingo on the west, and
cxtends to the Haytien frontier.

The City of Azua, which is the Capital of the Province, is
sitnated 96 miles west of San Domingo City, and some 414 miles
from the south coast. 1t isa port of cntry and contains some
14,000 inhabitants.

It has one newspaper, one printing establishment, and several
schools for both sexes.

The Province of Azua contains two sugar estates on a large
scale, besides several smaller ones.

Petroleum and sulphur springs exist in this Provinee.

In the valley of San Juan there are several very large herds
of cattle and horses, which go generally to the markets of the
ncighbouring Republic of Hayti.

HII.—PROVINCE OF SEIBO.

This Province adjoins that of San Domingo on the east, and
extends to the eastern end of the island. Its Capital, Scibo, is
distant 129 miles east of San Domingo City, and contains some
12,000 inhabitants. It possesses a very fine gothic church and
several schools.

The soil of this Province, which consists principally of enor-



mous plains, is admirably adapted, by reason of its very rich
pasturage, for the raising of cattle and swine.

IV.—PROVINCE OF LA VECGA.

Thix Province adjoins that of San Domingo on the north, and
its bounded on the north-west by that of Santiago. Its Capital,
La Vega, a city of about 11,000 inhabitants, {s situated in the
interior, about 165 miles nort-west of San Domingo City. The
valley in which the City of La Vegu is situated, is one of the most
fertile in the world, and the city will shortly be connceted by rail-
road with Santiago, the Capital of the Provinee adjoining it on
the north-west, and with the port of Samang on the cast.

In this Provinee are situated the beautiful and important City
of Moeca, which has some 19,000 inhabitants, and the town of San
Ifrancisco de Macoris which has about 16,000,

V.—PROVINCE OF SANTIAGO.

This Provinee is bounded by that of La Vega on the sounth,
and by the aytien frontier on the north-west, and by the District
of Puerto Plata on the north.

[ts Capital, Santiago, a city of about 34,000 inhabitants, the
most important and beautiful eity in the Republie, is situated on
the banks of the river Yaque. It is the centre of business forthe
northern portion of the Republie, called C'ibao.

It contains many colleges and schools for both sexes, one
normal school, one public Jibrary, and several literary societies.
Five newspapers are published in it and it has three printing
establishments. It stands in the same valley as the City of La
Vega, and will shortly be connected by railroad with the port of
Sarand.

Santiago, by reason of its commanding topographical position,
would appear destined to become, some day, the eapital of the
Republic. It not go advanced as the present Capital, as far as
regards newspapers, printing  establishments, schools, e,y it
possesses several other features, among them, the refined and
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agrecable manners of its inhabitants, which renders it one of the
most pleasant places of residence in the Republie.

DISTRICTS.

I.—MONTE-CRISTY .

This Maritime District lies to the north-west of the Provinece
of Santiago. Monte-Cristy, its Capital, with a population of some
2,000 people, is a small town, situated at the northern end of the
District, on the bay of the same name. It is a port of entry and
its prineipal exports are dye-woods.

Two newspapers are published in the district.

A valuable concession has lately been granted by the Govern-
ment, to a very wealthy firm in Monte-Cristy, by which it is
anthorized to build a canal connecting the river Yaque with the
port, and the work will be commenced without delay. Its com-
pletion will increase the business and importance of Monte-

‘risty cnormously, because it will develope a most important
business, conveying lumber and dye-woods from the interior
to the port of export, which can not now be done with economy,
on account of the distance and the bad condition of the roads.

.~ SAMANA.

This District occupies the north-castern peninsula of the
island. Its Capital, Santa Barbara, a port of entry, is a small town
of some 2,500 inhabitants, situated on the north shore of the
Gulf of Samand. It possesses schools for hoth sexes, two news-
papers and a public library.

As soon as the railroad, now being built, connecting Santiago
and La Vega with Samand, is completed, the port of Samand will
be one of the most important in the Republic.

In the District there are two sugar cstates, which have been
started recently.  Samand is justly celebrated for the abundance,
variety and quality of its tropical fruits, the pine-apples of this
seetion being phenomenal for their size and sweetness.  Cocoa,



bananas and cocoanuts abound all through the district, and are
largely exported. Undoubtedly Samand could compete favorably
with the Cuaban port of Baracoa, if the fruit-carrying vesscls
would call there, and establish a regular trade with the ports of
this country.

Lately, some privileges were applied for to the Domini-
can Government by a mercantile firm of New York for the
purpose of establishing plantations for bananas and other fruits,
and for a regular line of small steamers in which to bring their
produce to the United States.  The government has granted a
coneession, in which several franchises are allowed to parties
establishing this business, and in all probability the steamers will
begin their regular trips shortly.

TIL.—MACORIS.

This Distriet, which originally formed part of the Provinee of
Seibo, was erected into a Maritime Distriet in 1879, It bounds the
Province of Santo Domingo on the cast, and is situated on the south
coast. Its Capital, of the same nanie, is a rising town, at the mouth of
the river Macoris, of some 7,000 inhabitants, and a port of entry,
the business of whicl: is rapidly increasing.  In the neighborhood
of the town have already sprung up five large sugar estates, and
from the success which has attended these, there isevery probability
of a large development of this industry in Macoris in the near
future.

The town contains onc printing establishment, and one news-
paper is published in it.

IV.—PUERTO-PLATA,

This District originally formed part of the Provinee of San-
tiago, and was constituted into a Maritime District in 1865, It
embraces a large extent of the north coust of the Republie,
extending from the Distriet of Monte Cristy on the west, to the
Provinee of La Vega, on the east.

The Capital of this Distriet is the eity of the same name, situ-
ated ou the north coust, and distant some 60 miles from Santiago.
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It has a population of about 10,000 inhabitants, and is the most
important port of entry in the Republie.  Through the port of
Puerto-Plata pass all the importations of foreign articles consumed
in all that section of the Republic known as the Cibao, and the
produce of this section is also exported thence. The value of
merchandise imported into Puerto-Plata in 1884 amounted to
$908,000, while its exportations reached $970,000. The latter
congisted chiefly of tobacco (10,500,000 pounds), mahogany
(550,000 feet), wax (50,000 pounds), cotfee (18,000 pounds), cacao
(236,000 pounds), satin-wood (22,000 feet), goatsking (1,700 dozen

sugar (3,000,000 pounds), divi-divi (82,000 pounds), &e., &e.

Puerto-Plata has a wharf and a light-house.  There are pub-
lished in the eity five newspapers, of which one is printed in the
English language, and the city contains three printing establish-
ments,  There are also found in Puerto-Plata three colleges for
both sexes, besides several schools, one Catholie church and two
Protestant ones, three hotels and several boarding-honses, one
cominereial club, and one publie store-house.  Among the manu-
factories may be mentioned one of soap, several of cigars and
cigarettes, and five rum distillerics.

In the District of TPuerto-Plata are five important sugar
estates, one of which is a “ Central  estate, grinding the cane for
small neighboring planters, who have as yet no mills.  This
“(Central 7 estate, the San Marcos, has a railroad which conneets
it (a distance of 414 miles) with the port, besides some five miles
of movable railroad on the estate itself.

V.—BARAILONA.

This Distriet, which formerly was a portion of the Province
of Azma, is situated on the south coast of the island, close to its
western frontier. Its Capital, of the same name, is a small town
lying inside the bay of Neiba, south-west of the City of Azua,
from which it Is distant about 96 miles. It is a port of entry,
and contains to-day about 5,000 inhabitants.

The Distriet embraces the town of Neiba, and the very
extensive mines of rock salt in its vicinity. Concessions have
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lately been granted by the government for the working of these
mines and alzo for the eonstruction of a railrsad to connect them
with the port of Barahona. Two joint-stock companies have been
organized in the city of New York, one for the contruction of the
railroad and the other for the developement of the mines.  This
railroad would undoubtedly prove one of the most lucrative
enterprises of the island, because it would draw to Barahona ail
the trade of the south-western portion of the Republie, which
now is drawn across the frontier to the Republic of Ilayti. This
railroad would, moreover, ran through very extensive and
almost virgin forests, of valuable timber and dye-woods, and
would increase the value of the herds of horned and other cattle,
with which the Distriet and the neighboring Provinee of Azua
abound.

LAWS.,

Besides the Constitution of the Republie, which 1s exces-
sively liberal, the Napoleonic Clode has been adopted, which has
been translated into Spanish and adapted to the requirements of
the country. There are, moreover, a mining law, and a law
under the provisions of which publie lands are ceded to indivi-
duals.  The substance of the last law is as follows: A person
after having selected an area of land, belonging to the govern-
ment, records his sclection at the office of the proper anthority,
the Inspector of Agrienltnre of the corresponding District.
This reeord entitles him to enter into possession of such land,
without any further formality, and if, at the expiration of one
year from the date of such record of sclection, the person so
taking up the land can prove to the competent authority, that he
has in the meantime cultivated the majority of it for the pro-
duction of articles of export, such as sngar, tobaceo, coffee, cocoa,
cotton, indigo, &e., the government gives him, free of cost, a
clean title to the property.

There is likewise a law relating to immigrants, by which
thirty acres of land are given to each immigrant. There are
many other laws referring to different matters, such as the
preservation of forests, breeding of cattle, &e.
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In this respect the Dominican Republic is, at least, on a
par with the most advanced of the Sonth American countries.

TRIGATIES.

Treaties of peace, fricndship, commerce and navigation exist
between the Dominican Republic and the governments of Great
Britain, France, the Netherlands, the United States of  Ameriea,
Spain, Portugal, Germany, Italy, Hayti and Salvador.

A reciprocity treaty with the United States of  America was
entered Into some time ago, and now is dependent, for its
beeoming a luw, upon the action of the United States Senate.

Under this treaty, should it become law, sugar, molasses,
tobaceo, coffee, honey, wax and nearly all the important articles
of export frow the Dominican Republic wounld be admitied {ree
of duty info the United States, while in retnen, Hour, machinery
and sundry other of the prineipal articles of commeree, now
imported from the United States, will be admitted free of duty.

Without entering into the question as to which country
would reap the greater advantage or profit, from this reciprocity
treaty, the undeniable fact remaing, that its aceeptance, us inter-
national law between the two countries; would tend to increase,
ona very large seale, the commereial exchanges between the two
peoples, affording to several important and profitable industries
of both countries, new and extended fields of enterprise, and to
all, greater facilities and cconomies in the exchange of their
mnutnal surplus and wants.

REVENTUE.

The revenues of the Republic are derived mainly from
import duties collected at the custom-houses, at which are also
colleeted tonnage and other customary dues on vessels entering
the ports.  Some revenue is also reeeived from stamped paper,
affixed stamps, postage stamps and leases of publie lands.

Export duty was abolished in December, 1834,

No direct tax of any kind is levied in the Repnblie.

The total revenue, for the year 1883, was $1,533,625.84, and
during the first half of the year 1884, it amounted to §743,107.15.
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EXPENDITURE.

- . : . .

The budget appropriated by Congress for the expenses of the
Government during the fiscal year, ending the 3lst of August,
1885, amounts to $347,164L90, distributed among the depart-
ments as follows:

For the Department of the Interior, . . SISH,611.50
“ - * Toreign Affairs, . . 28,900.00

- " = Justice, of Publie Works,
and Idueation, . . 160,83L.40
- - = the Treasary, . . 85,433.00
. - “ War, S 3233t
Extraordinary expenses, . . ) . . (0,000.00

Total, . . . . . LOBR4T L6490

PUBLIC DEBT.

The Republic owes to-day about half a million of dollars to
the merchants of the eities of San Domingo, Puerto-Plata,
Samand, Monte-Cristy and Azua, on which debt it pays interest
at the rate of three per cent per month.  This debt is sceured by
the custom-honse duties, which are mortgaged to these mer-
chants, with the exeeptions noted below, and in consideration of
vhich they advance money to the government for its current
expenses.  Sowme six or eight years ago it wus difficalt for the
government to get money on this sceurity under ten per cent.
per month, but as there have been no political troubles in the
Republic for some years, confidence has been restored, and the
rate of interest has fallen proportionately.

The interior debt, that is, money due to Dowminicans for
salaries and supplies furnished in troubled times, and for other
claims of like character, amounted on the 31st of December,
1884, to $2,129,544.56. This debt bears no interest. For the
cancelment of this debt, the Government scts aside 15 per cent.
of the import duties, which 15 per cent. is sold at public auction
every month in lots of from $10 to £100, and awarded to the
person making the offer of the greatest amount in bonds of this
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same interior debt. This way the government retires $500,000
Or MOre every year. ’

The foreign or international debt is a debt due to citizens of
foreign countries, or to foreign governments for sundry adjusted
claims. This debt amounts to-day to about %200,000, which
bears no interest, and which is being gradually cancelled with a
sinking fund of two per cent. of the custom-house duties, which
ave sct aside for that purpose. Of this foreign debt the govern-
ment pays on the average $50,000 each year, so that in four
years it will have paid off both this and the interior debt.

CUSTOMS.

PORTS OF ENTRY.

The following are the Ports of Entry of the Dominican Re-
public: Monte-Cristy, Puerto Plata, Samand, Macoris, Santo
Domingo, Azua and Barahona.

EXTORTS.

The principal articles of exports from San Domingo to-day
are as follows :

Agricultural  Products—Sugar, molasses, coffee, tobacco,
wax, honey, cocoa, plantains, bananas, corn, yams, cattle, starch,
hides and goat-skins, horns and bones, rum.

Lorest Productions.—Mahogany (logs and crotches), logwood,
Brazil-wood, lignum-vitse, lance-wood, fustie, satin-wood, rosin,
cedar, divi-divi,

In former times the following articles figured largely in the
exports from San Domingo: cotton, medicinal oils, gums and
balsams, sarsaparilla, sassafras, Peruvian bark, cinnamon, sandal-
wood, cassia, rhubarb, vanilla beans, licorice and mustard. All
these articles abound in every section of the country, but their
collection and exportation is to-day wholly abandoned.

The values of articles exported during the respective years
1880, 1881, 1882 and 1883 were as follows :

Aitliyess,
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In 1830, . . . . . 81.283,014.20

« 1881, C 143764036
CI882, . L. 1,945,758.95
1883, S 2,129,939.16

During the first six months of 18384, the value of exports
amounted to $1,392,651.92, an increase, like that of the imports,
of nearly one hundred per cent. in three years.

It is to be noted that the tobacco crop of the island, which is
exported mainly through the port of Puerto Plata, is shipped
during the last six months of the year. The total value of expor-
tations from Puerto Plata, during the last six months of 1884,
amounted to $305,495.31.

TMPORTS,

Import duties, amounting to abount fifty-six (56) per cent. of
the value of imported goods, as assessed by the Dominican tariff,
are collected on all imported articles, the free-list excepted. The
values as specified in the tariff agree very closely in all cases, with
the cost of the articles in the respective markets in which they
are produced. All articles not enumerated in the tariff, pay the
same dnty of 56 per cent. on the values as assessed by the
collector of customs.

Besides theseimport duties, port charges of one dollar (1) per
register ton is charged on the entry of cach vessel into a Domini-
can port, besides pilotage and some minor charges. At the port
of San Domingo, the Capital, an extra charge of twenty-five
cents per ton, is paid by each vessel, which is called bar duty,
and is appropriated to the expenses of the works on the Ozama
river.

A law for the alteration of the present custom-house system
of collecting duties is at present the subject of discussion in the
Dominican press. Under the proposed law, merchandise will pay
import duty according to respective class and weight.

The principal articles of commerce imported into San
Domingo are :

Machinery—for sugar estates, which are imported from the
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United States, Kngland and France, in the above respective
order of their values.

Cailroad Llails—chiefly from England.

Leailroad Lails—chiefly £ Eng

Drovisions.~—Those of a perishable nature, mainly from the
United States; other clagses from Italy, Spain, France and
Germany.

¥

Dry Lloods.—Linen, cotton and woolen fabries, principally
from Xngland ; ready-made clothing, chiefly from France, and
some cotton goods from the United States.

Lumder and Furniture—yprincipally from United States.

Wines and Liquors—chicfly from Spain, Italy and I'rance.

Drugs and Hedicines—Ffrom United States and I'rance.

Sewing Machines—yprineipally from Germany; some from
the United States.

Oils, Varnish and Paints—1from United States.

Manufactured Iron —from United States.

Lire Arms—7from United States.

Hardware—ifrom England and the United States.

Agricultural  Implements—From England and the United
States.

Printing Materials—ifrom the United States.

Drinting Presses—from the United States.

Stationery, Bricks and Tiles, Cements, Crockery and Glass-
ware—from different countries.

Boots and Shoes—from I'rance, the United States and Spain.

Selkes, Derfrumery and Fancy Artieles—from Irance.

The values of the irportations were as follows : :

In 1880, . . . . . ®1,748,012.94
“ 1881, . . . . . 1,636,079.39
U882 L 2,089,408.64
€883, . . . . 3,142,102.42
During the first six months of 1884,

the value of importations amount-

ed to . . . . . 1,422,602.97

The above figures prove an increase of ncarly one hundred
per eent. in three years; the complete statistics of 1884 will, in




all probability, furnish proof of a proportionate augmentation.

ARTICLES FREE OF IMPORT DUTY.

The following articles, in view of their importance in assist-
ing to the physical development of the country, are allowed to be
imported free of duty :

All machinery and implements for agrienltural and industrial
pPuUrposes.

All animals for breeding purposes.

All machinery and instruments used for arts and sciences.

Sewing machines.

Musical instruments.

Printing presses.

Printing paper, printing ink and printing material.

Books of all classes and all other objects speetally destined for

» educational purposes.

Lumber.

(zalvanized iron and all kinds of roofing.

Baggage of passengers, which may contain new goods, recog-
nized as being for their own use, up to the value of one hundred
dollars.

POST-OFFICES.

The General Post-office is sitmated at San Domingo City, the
Capital of the Republic ; and what are known as distributing
post-offices are established in the Capital of each Provinee and
Distries in the country. Desides these there is a post-ofiice in
each town, cach commune and cach ecanton. These last are
dependent on their respective distributing-offices, and the latter
on the General office.

Mails are despatched from the Capital to all parts of the
Republic, on the Tnesday and Saturday of cach week, and the
same rule is observed at cach of the distributing-offices. The mail
service is performed by men on horseback, or afoot, according to
the distance, or other circumstances.  Beside the above inland
postal communication, mails are conveyed fromm one port to
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another by coast-wise steamers, leaving San Domingo City every
week.
The Republic is a member of the Universal Postal Union.
The post-otfices which are authorized to exchange mails with
the Union are, the General Post-office and those at Samana,
Puerto Plata, and Moute-Cristy.

ARMY.

The Dominican army congists of corps of Cavalry, Infantry
and Artillery.  One or morc regiments are stationed in the Capi-
tal of each Provinee and Distriet, and in those of some of the
most important communes.

There are also bodics of reserves, which are called out only
in war times.  Moreover, under the Constitution, every Domin-
ican is obliged to take arms and serve in the ranks in the event
of a foreign war. ‘

According to Government retnrns of the War Departiment,
the standing army of the Republic on January Ist, 1883,
amounted to 16,279 men.  The regunlar arm of the service is the
transformed Remington musket.

The principal forts are at the Capital, at Santiago, and at
Puerto-Plata.

PUBLIC WORKE,

There are at present only two works of any notable impor-
tance under way in the Republic.

The first and most important is the construction of the rail-
road from the Bay of Samard to the City of Santiago. The
length will be about 90 miles.  This road will traverse the most
fertile valley of the country, and develop its enormous wealth in
all natural and agricultural products. It will conneet the impor-
tant cities of La Vega, Moca, San I'rancigco de Macoris; Santiago
and Almacen with the Bay of Samand. To this latter point, this
railroad will draw the tobacco erop of the Cibao, and scores of
other valnable crops.

The second of the public works now being executed is the
dredging of the bar at the mouth of the river Ozama, at the

'
|
P
|
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Capital.  As has been previously stated, the river Ozama has
been, for eenturies, depositing sand on the bar, and this fact,
together with the existence of several rocks, only slightly below
the surface of the sea at low tide, render the entrance to the river
extremely dangerous to vessels drawing anything over twelve
feet of water. This work is being pushed very energetically and
will soon be completed, probably by the end of next year.

Both of these enterprises are being carried on by English
capitalists, under concessions granted to them by the Dominican
Government.  The railroad is being built Ly Mr. Alexander
Baird, of Seotland, and the works on the river Ozama by Mr.
John Greenbank, of London.

Owing to the destruction of a wooden bridge across the river
Ozama, by a freshet, the City Council of San Domingo City has
lately granted a concession for the construction of a new bridge,
to be built of iron and stone, and this work will, in all probability,
be commenced this year.

An American Company has lately begun the extension of lines
of telephonic communication in the City of San Domingo, and
will do the same in the cities of Santiago and Puerto Plata ; the
intention of the Company being ultimately to connect by tele-
phone all the principal cities of the Republic.

A concession has also been granted to the Spanish National
Telegraph Company, Limited, of London, for laying a submarine
sable, to place the Republic in telegraphic communication with
the rest of the world.

PTUBLIC ROADS.

Unfortunately little or nothing has been undertaken in this
most indispensable requirement for all material progress.  The
roads are in about the same condition as that in which they must
have been in the days of Columbus.  The necessity of unity of
action for the common good, in the matter of facilitating transit
of persons and goods, seemss to be ignored by the Dominicans of
the interior, as far as the making and preservation of good roads
ig concerned. Thus innumerable natural sources of wealth, which
swarm in every valley and in every forest of the Republic, are
virtually valueless, by reason of the trouble and expense of con-
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veying them to a market or a shipping port. There is not a
single article now exported, the amount jof which could not he
quintupled, if good, or even passable roads, existed.  Thus the
forests of ‘mahogany and cedar, which exist in the interior, are
comparatively virgin, because only fine logs and crotches will
pay the axpense of hauling to the coast. The salt mines of Neiba
are comparatively undeveloped, because the roads are so bad.
Immense herds of cattle, in the south, find their way to the
[Taytien markets, because they are nearer than those of San
Domingo, which latter are almost unavailable by reason of the
uncared-for condition of the roads. The same canse increases
enormously the cost in the interior, of every article imported
from abroad, and lessens the importations and commercial profits
proportionately.

Three years ago a high road (via carretera) was commenced
to connect Puerto Plata with Santiago, by a firm under a concession
from the government ; but when the road was about three miles
from the starting point, Puerto Plata, the works were abandoned
for some reason or other, and the grant lapsed.

PUBLIC LANDS.

Jonsiderable tracts of land belonging to the State, exist, more
or less, in every Province and Distriet of the Republic.

The exact extent, locality and limits of these State lands can-
not, however, be definitely ascertained, until a thorough survey
of the entire territory shall have been made. Up to the present
date, the various administrations whiech have governed the
country, have been unable to undertake any such survey, mainly
because their whole time and efforts have been absorbed in pro-
viding for the financial necessities of the government, and in
maintaining peace within its borders. DBut the fact that the
government possesses land in large quantities, throughout the
Republie, is well known.

Now, that the country is at peace, and that there is no dread
or prospect of foreign wars, or internal dissensions, the govern-
ment is taking great interest in this matter of surveys, and will
undertake the work as soon as its finaneial condition anthorizes it,
or permits the outlay.

N
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PART 1TV.

SOCIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

LRaces. — Language. — Religion. — Population.— Fdueation.—

Character of the People— Births and Deaths.— Traveling.

—Synoptical Table of distances.
— Cost of Laving.

Markets.—Immigration.

RACES.

The Dominicans comprise whites, negroes, mulattoes, and a
few mestizos—the last class being the descendants of the whites
and the aboriginal Indians, of which latter racc none can to-day
be found on the island. Inasmuch as for many years no Africans
have been landed in the territory of the Dominican Republie,
and the colored population is free-born, and has acquired such a
high degrec of civilization that they arc fitted and actually
oceupy the same government position as the other portion of the
population, to the satisfaction of everybody, the future of the
Dominican Republic, in all that depends upon the intellectual
development of its citizens, shonld be full of promise. And of
this intellectual progress, in all that concerns the welfare of a
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country, the Dominican Republie, furnishes unmistakable evi-
dences. As will be seen further on, the efforts of the govern-
ment, in this direction, are so sincerely and gratefully received
by Dominicans of all classes, as to leave no doubt on the minds
of all disinterested persons, that the first step in all social im-
provement is universal, throughout the Republic, namely, the
conviction of the real, practical value of knowledge.

LANGUAGE.

The Spanish language is the predominant and almost universal
one spoken by Dominicans, and, strange as it may appear, it is
spoken in remarkable purity; remarkable, when it is borne in
mind for how many years the country was under the rule of the
Trench and the Haytians.

RELIGION,

The Roman Catholic is the established religion of the country,
but all, and any, other forms of worship are tolerated, and churches,
of other than the established form, exist in various localities.

POPULATION.

No census has been taken for some years, and on this account,
as well as by reason of the great inerease in the population of
certain localities, it is most difficult to furnish statistics of abso-
lute reliability on this subject. The governmental reports of
births, deaths and marriages are incomplete, and unfortunately,
if formulated with greater regard to the laws, would still be far
from accurate, becanse people in the Dominican Republic, as
elsewhere, are averse to the registration of illegitimate offspring;
so that the relative majority of births over deaths would be ques-
tionable.



[f the number of registered votes be accepted as a basis, the
caleulation is liable to be erroneous, because in important elec-
tions, the Presidential for instance, the tricks of “ repeating” and
the depositing of votes by minors is neither unknown nor unusual.
The total number of votes cast in the last Presidential clection
was 60,000, And in the absence of any other basis on which to
build a calculation, these 60,000 votes must serve.  As a Domin-
lcan must be eighteen years of age, Defore Le is entitled to the
rights of citizenship, including that of suffrage, as only male
citizens enjoy this privilege, and estimating each Dominican
family to average six persons and one voter, the above number
of votes, cast in the election referred to, would give a population
of about 360,000 souls.

EDUCATION.

During the past six years the country has made great progress
in its eduncational system. Owing to the efforts of the two last
Administrations and of the present one, and to the energy and
patriotic zeal of the Town Councils, the Republic possesses
to-day schools in every eity, town and village. Morcover, the
present Administration has established a system known in the
country as “ Maestros ambulantes,”’ or “ Peregrinating instrue-
tors.”  The task of these instructors is to penetrate into the most
retired localities, where no schools of any class exist, and there
- impart instruction to children of both sexes, as well as practical
knowledge among adults.

A detailed report of all the schools existing in the Republic
is not obtainable, but the following tables, for the year 1883, since
which date several new ones have been established, will give the
reader a fair idea of the extent of the efforts of the government
and town councils, in spreading instruction anong the people,
and of the desire of the people to avail themselves of such
advantages.




EDUCATION.
Table showing the different schools of both sexes in the Dominican Republic, with number of professors
and pupils, and disbursements by the Government and Town Councils, during the year 1883

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY INSTRUCTION.

NUMBER

iSC S F EX \( Nun R OF JPILS.
|ScHooLs FOR BOTH SEXE i UMBER OF Pu OF TEACHERS.

I
i
i
i
i
J

PROVINCES
i Toran

AND ;

Eacu MoxtTi

COMMUNES.

DISTRICTS.

EXPENDITURE. (
I
|
|

Female,
(overnment.
By the Town

Couucils.

0

52 1,325 852/2,17 ~ €298 50 §1,347 70:551,571 20
25 564 458/1,022) 39113 52 137 00 661 50, 798 50
20 648 5T8|1,28 30 00- 740 50 870 50
19 349 934 120 82 000 378 00| 460

6 106/ 65 1 3 7 00 83 50| 163 aC
14 279 214] - 2] 8 20 5 000 521 00, 626

14 256 118) 374 t14 o7 OO( 145 00 416

f 991 56| 155, < ! 500 126 00 235

|6 126 4T | | 0 00 46 00) 106

| 6] 116, 52 : ; . 00\ 80 00 100

Santo Domingo,
Santiago,
La \ ega,

— - D

:.«CI\'/‘—‘H\*C/JCC*TL\'JP—‘

[EVINT IR

S

Puel to Plata, . .
Monte-Cristy,
Samand,
Barahona,
Macoris,

LU H IO H= DO

Totals, . . . . 4‘? 1 100 ‘ 74‘174 .),86‘126746535 00 g4134 2()]:75;), 47 20

i o
1

Total stbuzbementq during the year 1883, 864,166.40,




PROFESSIONAL AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTION

I~ Saxto Doyixgo Crry, During THE YEAR 1883,

' EXPENDITURE EACH MoONTH.
NUMBER NUMBER
ESTABLISHMENTS. oF ov - ) h
PropESSORs. | PUpILS. By the By the o
: Government, Town Councils. ‘ Toravs.
1
S — ; |
=
Professional Institute of the Republic, 5 31 8460 00 L8460 00 NJ
School of drawing and painting, . . 1 15 $60 00 60 00
School of musie, . . . . - . . . 1 27T 20 00 20 00
- PR —_— . e ‘ _— ‘ S
Totals, . 7 73 8460 00 £80 00 . 8540 00

Total disbursements during 1883, $6,480.00.
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CITARACTER OF TUE PEOPLE.

The Dominican is by nature intelligent, generous, loyal and
hospitable. 1le is desirous of acquiring knowledge, appreciating
its value and consequently learns easily.  Ie is possessed of a
vivid imagination.  Ile is ambitions of improving hiz condition,
and fond of literature. Notwithstanding, or perhaps, by the
very reason of the many desolating wars, in which the Domini-
ans have been engaged, both foreign and internal, the masses of
the people are easy to rule, provided no approach to violation of
their constitutional rights, or any shade of tyranny is attempted
by the anthorities in power. They are universally sociable, agree-
able and of refined manners.

Physically the country people are robust in build and consti-
tution, and well fitted to endure hard labor in the ticld. The Dom-
inican is endowed, moreover, with a very large amount of sound,
practical common-sense, thoroughly aware of what is best for his
interests, in which matter he proves a very fine sense of acuteness.

The Dominican women have most symmetrical figures, their
manners are modest, kindly and refined, and they are devotedly
given to dancing and all innocent amusements.  As wives they
are loving, industrious and obedient.

BIRTIIS AND DEATIIS.

According to the latest government reports, the births and
deaths, registered in the Dominican Republic in 1883, were as
follows:

Births, . . . . . . 13,265
Deaths, . . . . . . . 1,085

Assuming that the population of the Republic numbers
about 360,000 souls, the excess of births over deaths, according to
the above statistics (11,360) would be at the rate of about 8+¢s per
cent. per annum.

TRAVELLING.

Travelling in Santo Domingo is not an unmitigated enjoy-
ment. [t has to be aceomplished on horseback or mule back, on
donkeys or on oxen.  The so-called roads, except in the vicinities
of the large towns, are little better than bridle-paths, for although
the Spaniards, in olden times, built good roads, connecting the
prineipal ports and cities of the island, the best of roads soon
become almost impassable, unless the drainage along them is kept
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mn good condition.  One torrential downpour will wash away
hundreds of yards of the best road, unless means are provided for
sufticient drainage, and the roads of San Domingo are about as
nature made them.  As to the respective animals nsed in travel-
ling in the Republie, the horse is used for level places, the mule
and donkey for rougher ones, and the ox for ascents where a
a mule could not climb up.  The horse is pretty sure-footed, the
mule much more so, but the ox never slips, and this last heast of
burden has this advantage for steep mountain ascents over the
other two, inasmueh as an ox can pull himself up to any place on
which he can place his fore-hoof.  The country people use the
oxen extensively in hringing their produce to market.

Of course, under such conditions, travelling in the interior is
very limited and very slow. A man can hardly accomplish the
journey, for instance, from the Capital; across the island to Puerto
Plata, a distance of some 270 miles, under four days.

Anaverage day’s journey is some 80 to 90 miles, but, of course,
there are sections when this distance cannot be accomplished.
As ageneral rale, a traveller starts at daybreak,rests dnring the heat
of the day, and continues Lis jonrney in the afternoon until dark.
Along the majority of the roads of the interior, a traveller finds
some sort of accommodation, but he must be satisfied with a clean
cot or hammock to sleep on, and the national suncocho for food.
This sancocho is the universal Dominican dish, alike in the cities
and in the interior. Its principal ingredients are plantains, swect
potatoes (boniato), ynea, pork, beef, or fowl.

The plantain is the great life-sustaining food of the Republie,
as it is in all the other West India islands. Its value as food is
absolutely wonderful. An acre of ground, planted with plan-
tains, will feed as many persons as thirty acres of the best
potatoes, or twenty-five acres of wheat. Ilumboldt placed the
product of the plantain at the equivalent of forty-four acres of
potatoes; but improved methods of culture have, since ITum-
boldt’s time, developed more prolific varieties, both of the sweet
and “ Irish” potatoes.

Transit from one point to another is accomplished either by
the United States Mail steamers, and a line of coastwise Dominican
steamers lately established, which leave San Domingo City
cach week, alternately, for the ports of the north and south coasts
of the Republic.




SYNOPTICAL TABLE
Showing the

Sant> Domingo.
21'San Cristdbal.
42 21/Bani.
96! 75| 54iAzua.
156:135(174] 60 San Juan.
180,159/188] 84: 24 Las Matas.
2181192/171(117| 57 33 Comendadcr,
240{219:198/144| 84! 60. 27, Caobas.
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respective distances in miles of the principal cities,
towns and communes of the Dominican feepublic ;
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there are no direet taxes of any ’\:ind, and as the country is free
from epidemices of all kinds, it is more than probable that as soon
as the government is in a condition to earry out agreements with
ewigration agents, country people from Spain, the Canavy Is-
lands and other places will tlock to the Dominican territory.
Possessing, as it does, a rich and fertile soil, hospitable and good-
natured inhabitants, a paternal government and liberal laws, there
ix 1o possible reason why it should not beeome the centre of at-
traction for emigrants seeking a permanent home.  As has been
aiready remarized, thirty acres of land are given to each immi-
grant.

As regards the treatment of foreigners by the Dominicans,
the writer can only state that Dominicans regard immigrants
from abroad as friends and helpers in the development and ag-
grandizement of their country ; a forcigner finds himself at once
at home among Dominicans.  Their lives and properties are safe,
and have always been, at all times, even in those of internal re-
volution. A foreigner can, if he chooses, hecome a Dominican
eitizen after having resided one year in the Republie, and natural-
ized citizens are eligible to any office in the Republie, with the
sole excention of that of President. Foreigners can hold all kinds of
real estate, and the majority of the leading merchants in the
principal cities and ports of the Republic are foreigners.

L
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PART V.

INDUSTRIES.

Agrieulture.— Manufuctures.— Comnierce—  Newspapers.—
Printing Presses—1oreign Cononunlications.

AGRICULTURL.

The agricultnral industry is, of course, the most impor-
tant one in the Republic, as in all other countrics, and the
one which offers the most tempting field alike to capital and labor.

At the date of its discovery, the island supported a native
population variously estimated at from four to five millions of
Indians, and, as they were robust and well developed, the carth,
even under the primitive methods of agricultnre then in use,
must have yielded them abundant food. Undoubtedly then the
plantain, yam, yuka and other indegenous plants formed the
principal classes of food, because horned and all other cattle were
unknown before the arrival of the Spaniards.

Sinee the date of the discovery of the island, and due prinei-
pally to the innumerable foreign and internal wars which have
devastated it and decimated its population, the agriculture of the

island has been almost virtnally abandoned.  The inhabitants
were too much oceupied in fighting, to be able to devote much
time or labor to this, or any other industry.  They raised what

was necessary to support life, no more, and for many years the

protection afforded to property was so limited, as to offer but
. . i . : .o, .

small inducements to any who, by reason of political or other

revulsions, were nneertain of recaping the permanent reward of

their labor. ‘ '
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Of late years a material change has occurred in this regard.
The government, to all appearances and probabilities, is a stable
one, and the inhabitants seem convinced that henceforth there is
every prospect of their being protected in the enjoyment of the
result of their labor, or employment of their capital in the culti-
vation of the soil.

Thus we find that, during the last nine years, no less than
thirty-two important sugar estates have been established in the
country, and the result of these enterprises has been so flattering
as to induce others to follow the example.  The cultivation of
coffee likewise is making great progress, and the same remark
applies to tobacco and cocoa. Even at present, and with the very
limited amount of capital which has been of late invested, and
labor expended in these and similar industries, the territory pro-
duces to-day more than it can consume of such staple minor
articles of commerce, as cotton, corn, beans, bananas, &e.

What it could be made to produce, under the impetus
which would be afforded under a firmly established, wise, and
fostering government, by public improvements, in the form of
good roads, rapid and cheap internal modes of communication,
and other modern requirements of the age, and by the influx of
capital and labor, the reader may imagine, when he is conversant
with the almost unrivalled natural advantages, of soil and climate,
which the country enjoys.

MANUFACTURES.

In this matter, the Dominican Republie, notwithstanding all
the elements of success which she possesses in the shape of a most
fertile soil, innumerable water-ways, an enormous coast-line,
indented with numberless safe harbors, a climate admirably
adapted to the production of every tropical article of commerce,
is still far behind other countries less advantageously endowed
by nature.

One of the principal industries, and one which has of late
been attracting considerable attention, alike of Dominicans and
of foreigners, is the cultivation of the sugar cane. For the suc-
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cessful cultivation of this plant and the manufacture of sugar, no
soil in any other of the West India Islands exceceds that of the
Dominican Republic, and few can compare with it. That this
branch of tropical agriculture has not been more extensively
developed, can be due only to the very scant information which
has been obtainable, by foreigners, of the very many advantages
which the country offers over any of the neighboring West India
Islands. Apart from the richness of its soil, its geographical
position, and the insular character of the land, insuring at all
times hot days and cool nights—two almost indispensable requi-
sites for the successful and economic raising of the sugar-cane,—
the innumerable and important rivers which water all its valleys,
affording, in scores of places, ample water-power with which to
run mills, and in all, grand facilities for irrigation, and economy
in the conveyance of the sugar to the shipping ports,—these
and many other minor advantages should make this country one
of the main sources of the sugar supply of the world. Up to the
present reliable and cheap labor, has been obtainable at all times
of the year.

The government offers every inducement for the prosecution
of this industry on an increased scale. Not only is there no internal
revenue tax on the produce of the sugar estate,and no export
duty on the sugar and molasses, but all import duties of every
sert and kind, on all and every direct and indirect requirement
for the establishment of a sagar estate, is vemitted. Moreover,
even tonnage dues and other port charges, are not collectable on
vessels entering any of the ports of the Republie, when their
cargoes consist only of materials required for the founding and
development of the sugar estates.

Besides these sugar estates, there are in the country several
minor industries, none¢ on a very large scale, of which the follow-
ing are the most important : Rum distilleries in large number;
soap and vermicelli manufactories ; brick-yards; cigar and cigar-
rettes manufactories; tan-yards; boot and shoe factories ; saddle-
ries; furniture and chocolate manufactories. There are also
factories of tallow and wax-candles, ropes and sweet-meats. In
certain sections of the country the ground roots of yuca and
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guayiga are largely cultivated and stareh made of them. From
the former of these, the bread called © cazabe” s made, which
enters very largely into the consumption of the population of the
interior, in liem of wheaten bread.

COMMERCE.

Among the prominent commereial houses established in the
country arc many forcign firms, who import the staple produe-
tions ‘and manufactures of their own countrics, remitting in re-
turn, sugar, coffec, tobacco and other Dominican products.
The integrity and honesty of the merchants, native and foreign,
is best cvideneed by the rarity of commercial failnres in the
country.

A Chamber of Commeree has lately heen established in the
City of San Domingo, for the regulation of commercial nsages
and charges. k

No bank or banking institution exists to-day in the Republie,
and the sole circulating medinm is metallie, gold and silver; of
these coinages the majority are Spanish and Mexican.

NEWSPALERS.

There are some thirty-five newspapers published in  the
conntry. Of these, seventeen are published in the Capital, of
which one is issued daily, the others weekly ; four in Puerto
Plata, of which oune is printed in English ; fonr in Santigo, one
in La Vega, one in Moca, one in Azua, one in San Carlos, one in
Monte-Cristy, one in Guayubin, one in Samand, one in Santa
Paula, one in Macoris (south), one in Macoris (north).  The liber-
ty of the press is not solely a guaranteed constitutional right, but
one indulged in on all oceasions to such an extent, as frequently,
in political disenssions, to verge on abuse. No coereive or repres-
sive action is ever attempted by the authoritics.

PRINTING PRESSES.

There are some seventeen now running in the country.  Any
person is at liberty to establish them wherever and whenever it
suits him, and in such an important and beneficial light does the
governement regard this grand instrument of modern civilization,
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FOREIGN  COMMUNICATION,

A steamer leaves New York for San Domingo every twenty
days. It callsonits outward voyage at the following pu}tts in the
succession named : Puerto Plata, Sumand, Macoriz, Santo Domingo
City and calls at the same ports on the retwm trip. They touch
occasionally at Monte-Uristy and Azua,

A Spanish steamer leaves Tlavana on the 10th of cach month
and after calling at Santiago, at the castern end of Cuba, proceeds
to Puerto Plata and Samand, and thenee to St. Thomas, and
Porto Rico, returning by the same route.  Moreover, German,
French and English mail steamers touch at Puerto Plata every
month.  Another Spanish steamer leaves [Tavana on the 20th of
each month, and after calling also at Santiago, touches at Santo
Domingo City, procceds thence to St. Thomas aud Porto Rico,
and makes her return trip over the same route.

An English steamer calls at Santo Domingo  City from 5t.
Thomas on the Tth of ecach month, and a I'rench steamer also
from St. Thomas calls on the 9th of each month. A German
steamer from there touches on the 13th of cach month.

A regular line of gailing vessels from Curacoa to San Domingo
City furnishes communication between these ports twice a month.

Another regular line of sailing vessels connects Santo Domingo
City with 8t. Thomas, and still another, the latter island with
Puerto Plata.

Cablegrams to the Dominican Republiec can be sent (if
directed to be mailed) to the following places :

To St. Thomas for Santo Domingo City, on the 4th, 6th, and
11th of each month.

To Santiago de Cuba for Santo Domingo City, on the 16th,
20th, and 25th of cach month.

To Mayagiicz, Porto Rico, for Santo Domingo City, on the
4th, and Tth of each month.

To 8t. Thomas for Puerto Plata, on the 22nd of ecach month.

To Santiago de Cuba for Puerto Plata, on the 16th of each
month.
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CONCLUSION.

In the foregoing notes, the writer has endeavored to supply
to those to whom such information is, or may be, of interest, not
details, but a generally correct idea of what the Dominican
Republie is, has been, and what it is capable of becoming.

Before the Spaniards or any other Europeans had stepped on
its shores, the island teemed with a happy, healthy and robust
population of some four to five millions of people. At that date
agriculture was of the most primitive character, and animal food
was comparatively unknown, limited only to the flesh of a few
rodents, like the jutia (a species of wood-rat), and to that of the
birds of the air. DBut life must have been easy to the aboriginal
Indians, or they could not have developed, physically, into the men
and women whom Columbus found there. The climate and soil,
which alone furnished the elements of this physical development
then, exist in precisely similar vitality and recuperative
vigor to-day. The sky is the same, and, fortunately, the richest
natural elements of prosperity, the forests and woods of San
Domingo’s mountain-tops, has been spared by the devastating
hand of her original conquerors and their descendants,

Some three hundred years ago the Spaniards fell like a horde
of locusts on the island. In a very few years they had practically
decimated the population. The poor Indians were regarded as mere
money producing machines, and overtaxed as they were by labor, to
which they were unaccustomed, because it had been previously
unnecessary for supplying them with all the requirements of their
peaceful and happy lives, were soon absolutely worked to death.
Strange as it may seem to modern philanthropy, the African
slave trade—the importation of forced labor from Africa to the
western hemisphere—had its origin in the benevolent 'idea of

|
i
i
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Padre las Casas, in the hope of thereby mitigating the severe
labor exacted from the natives, and thus preventing their total
extermination. Dut, under the rule of the old Spanish dis-
coverers and conquerors, and of the mother country, the demands
alike of men and treasure, upon the wealth of San Domingo
were 80 enormous, that humanity, which would have been its
best policy, was, by reason of individual avarice and governmen-
tal greed of further conquests and acquisition of territory in
America, entirely ignored.

Thus, almost from the day of its first oceupation, San
Domingo was made the nucleus in which, and at whose expense,
were organized all the expeditions which subsequently sent forth
Cortes to Mexico, Pizarro and Belalcazar to Pern, Quesada and
Frederman to New Granada, and Ponce de Leon to Florida.
The ships which conveyed these adventurous heroes and their
men to their respective destinations, were mainly built in San
Domingo, of Dominican mahogany and cedar; the enormous
supplies required for the sustenance of these men were the
natural products of Dominican soil, or the produce of such soil
by Dominican labor, and the country, enormous as was the drain,
supplied their wants for hundreds of years. For a long course
of years, every expense, incurred by the mother country in any
of her American colonies,—which at one time comprised nearly
the entire continent—was debited to the Domninican budget.
The soil and the climate, which alone, and in the face of thou-
sands of antagonistic and depleting elements, enabled it to furnish
this enormous wealth, are the same to-day as they were then.
And, a most important factor, which must not be overlooked,
San Domingo’s forests were spared, and the dessication of the
country averted.

Weighing well San Domingo’s natural sources of wealth, it
is not strange that, in the course of European wars, her terri-
tory, a prize of such value, should have been captured by so
many different powers ; not strange that at so comparatively
recent a date as 1861, her ancient discoverer and owner, Spain,
should have made a gigantic effort to reconquer and retain pos-
session of her; mnor very remarkable that the United States




government, as lately as 1871, should have listened to the propo-
sition of her then President, Buenaventura Baez, whose objeet
was the transfer of the island to the American Government,

For many years, San Domingo has been the scene of san-
guinary and devastating wars, waged at times by ambitious
foreign powers, and unfortunately too often by her own ambi-
tious and unpatriotic citizens. But, as civilization is making to-day,
by reason of steam, electricity and the other thousand handmaids
of modern progress and physical improvement for the welfare of
the human race, enormouns developments over the entire surface
of the globe, it is neither likely ner probable that the Dominican
Republie, supplied as it is by nature, with clements of wealth,
equalled by few countries and surpassed by none, should long
renain without acquiring some of these benetits,

The Dominican Republic wants foreign capital, foreign enter.
prise and foreign labor. She wants internal improvements, roads,
railroads, telegraphs, telephones, improved harbors, &e.  Ier
natural wealth is sufficient amply to repay any or all invest-
ments, alike of capital, enterprise and labor.  And, more than all,
or perhaps rather, as a nceessary prelude to all, she wants to be
known. She wants people who are able to help her to the restor-
ation of her once prosperous condition, to he convineed that by
doing so, they must inevitably inerease their own.

If the writer has assisted, in ever so minor a degree, to this
end, he has accomplished his object.

Nrw Yorg, April; 1885,

P
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