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A SLEEPING CAR PORTER'S 
EXPERIENCE 

Sam Kackstrapper, approaches Mr. Lea- 
ther  fo r  employment a s  a sleeping ca r  

r fc r .  Mr. Leather  inquires a s  to Sam's 
past  fo r  2ve years  back. Sam produces 
, itisfactory references and is employed a s  
Purtcr .  Was sent  by Supt .  Mr. Leather 
t-,: Service Instructor to be shown his duties 
(\:: the  sleeping car .  Sam arrives a t  t he  
iA7~;t~.uctc,r'squar te rs  and  i ~ n d s  a group of 
, tvdent ?(,- ters going through the  routine 
o f  work. 

After three  days  Sam is a full  fledged 
;,(r te r  in knowledge, not experience. So 
he was sent  b ~ c k  to Mr. Leather ,  who ns- 
s :zned him to make  a t r ip  out  West ,  giving , 

h;m :tourist Car on the  Sage  Brush Cen- 
?m!. 

S ~ r nleft  Chicago on time. A Red Cap  
o r .  Usher brought  a passenger down to the  
t ~ ~ a n ,touching him on the  shoulder and  
whispering t o  him,"Here is a real  crank," 
who hzpprned  to be a n  elderly lady,  about  
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f o r t y - s e ~ e nor  fifty years  of age, most prob- 
ably a n  old maid, who very soon began to 
criticise t he  ca r  service, and  also SamJs 
general  apperance,  especially his awk-
wardness. 

This, however, peeved Sam to an extent 
a s  h e  remembered wha t  the  usher had 
s-id a b o u ~  the  old lady. Finally the  old 
maid had  passed he r  sentiments on each 
a n 6  every passenger in the  car. It was 
r u m w e d  jmong the  passengers t ha t  the old 
maid was cranky and  tha t  a cure might 
be administered, al though no  one made 
m y  part icular  suggestion, she occaupletl 
berth No. 13, and retired a t  8:80 P. M. 

There wds also a f a rmer  and his wife, 
n-ho occupied berth No .  11,  o n  the same 
side of t he  car  with the  old lady, the far-  
mer  was  scjmewhat addicted to red ~ l o t l ~ e s  
io r  h e  wore a red suit,  red hat .  tie and 
shoes. and  even red  underwear.  'They re-
tired a t  9:00 P. M. A young college stu- 
(lent occupied berth No. 12, across the aisle 
f rom the old l a d y ;  h e  was  about the last t o  
ret i re  in t h e  c3r. 

It was  observed by  a number of p s sen -  
gers on the  ca r  t ha t  a red  handkerchief 
was tied on the  ber th  where the farmer 
znd his wife were. A t  1 :45  A. M. the 
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the handkerchief to berth No. 13;  when 
the farmer returned, he  went directly to 
where the  handkerchief had been fas-
tened, been quite confident tha t  this was 
his space, he leaped into bed with the  old 
maid, remaining there about ten secontls. 

'Then there was :In awful comrnol:on, rt 
pillow and slipper were seen flying o u t  of 
the berth a d right after  i t  was the farmer 
clad 'n his red clothing, and the  old lacly 
jumped into the  aisle after  him, yelling 
fire, murder and police. Sam the  porter, 
rnri in with the  fire extinguisher d:1 his 
back,  every passeiiger in the  czr was soon 
awzliencd and mzde their way to  get out 
of ci,~l~gei*or what they thought was clan-
;zer. 

During the  excitement, the coliegc boy 
p l x c d  the h:indr;crchief back  to it.: i't~rnicr 
p1:~ce.The .tr:~inh,:d arrived a t  Dunkmire 
J~nc t io i iwhen a p ~ i rof newly-weds h a r d -
cci th? ca r ;  there were no lower berths left 
in thc car., the  groom offered S m ;  two 
'b~:cLs' to ge: him a lower berth. 

Sarn took off his cap and began to rub 
a ma washis shiny dome, l'or the  t e n ~ p lt' 



great, he remembered that  there was 3 
little Frenchman who had emptied one alld 
a half quarts  of Green River whiskey dur- 
ing the day, would have no chance to tell 
where he  had slept the  morning after the 
;light before, so Sam walks right down t o  
Lower 8 and dragged the  little Frenchmp.11 
into upper Number 8 and rndces the t ~ r o  
'bucks.' 

shortly after, the  car became dreadfully 
hot and Sam was seen in the  vestibule fan- 
ning himself; every berth curtain had been 
opened by the  passengers to admit fresh 
air, the  bride got up  to go to  the lavatory, 
she said to her husband: 'John, how wiii 
T find our berth ~vhenI return?" Hc mi:\ 
"011, 1 s;di just hzng my foot out of th:. 
h e ~ t h . "  When she retur:?cd sweiral of 
13c :)crt '~shnd feet hz.l?z;ng out of thcm. 

A sleeping car official was asleep in l o v -
e r  No. 3, a man hard of hearicg was in u p -
per No. 3, whom Sam had fou'gotkn lo c ~ l l  
a t  2 A. M., to be discharged from the car. 

On arriving a t  the  station, Sam attempt-
ed to arouse this passenger without calling 
aloud, for f ea r  of disturbing the official 
helo-w. So Sam got his stepladder, climb- 
ing up  to  the  upper where the hard of 
hearing rnan was, and began blowing in his 
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in his e a r ;  the  man jumped straight up and 
yelled out loud: "How much time have I 
got to get ready? Sam exclaimed, "Not 
a second," and grabbing him out of the  bed 
ran to the  door with him in his arms and 
dropped him outside on the  station plat- 
form. 

At 3530 A. M. Sam got hungry, and re- 
membering tha t  the  lady and gentleman in 
berth No. 2 had two large baskets of lunch 
under their berth, he  crawled beneath the  
berth, lying on his stomach began to help 
himself. When he had  finished, and was 
attempting to withdraw himself from the  
position, the  lady looked out from the 
berth and said, "Porter, you will find the  
dessert in the  smaller basket a t  the  other 
end beneath our berth." Here Sam shows 
a confused look on his brow. 

4 A. M. Sam collected all the  shoes in 
the car and took them into the  smoking car 
for the purpose of polishing them.. Jus t  
then the train ran into Cayottesville. 

Sam got out of his car to receive passen- 
gers. Mr. and Mrs. Soape, with three 
smaller packages of Soape following, camc 
up to board Sam's car. None of the  little 
Soapes used the  stool. Following Mother 
Soape, they all jumped over it into the  ves- 



The porter told them tha t  i t  .cvould bc 
much easier for them to step first uporl the 
stool and then into the  car. The answcr 
was tha t  they did not want to get it muddy. 
However i t  did not seem to make much 
clifYel-ence whether the  floor carpets anct 
seats did get muddy, as >Ir. Soape was 
seen a few minutes later, standing on the 
seat hanging up their clothes. 

Shortly after  the  Conductor came in and 
collected the tickets, little Sally Soape, the 
youngest of the Soape family, began cry- 
ing and telling her mother that  she was 
hungry. A table was arranged and the 
refreshments were distributed. Soda 
crackers, limberger cheese, bologna sau-
sage, beans and jam. From all appear- 
ances i t  seemed more like a picnic than :i 

family dinner. 
Eventually the  meal was finished. Thc 

collection of scraps, such as tin cms ,  skins, 
papers and fragments was thrown under 
the  seats. A few minutes later proved 
that  little Willie Soape had become sick, as 
he could hold nothing on his stomach bu t  
his hands. 

Dr. Pigg Iron was wired ahead to meet 
the  train and barely made i t  a t  the next 
station. Finding Willie perfectly well by 

8 



only fault  tha t  I can find with the  boy 
is that  he  is underfed." The doctor ob-
tained a berth for the  rest of the night. 

Every thing appeared quiet for  a few 
minutes when everybody was aroused by 
an auful screarn. After a thorough investi- 
gation i t  was found tha t  Mrs. Soape, who 
was located in an  upper berth had had a 
night mare. Half an hour later, l\'Irs. 
So::pe was complaining tha t  her  sintlllcst 
boy, Jimmy, could not rest a t  all. When 
askcd why he could not sleep, the  yeply 
was, that the hammock was too s h o ~ t  for 
him. She w x  told tha t  the  hammock re- 
ferred to was for clothing only. Mi-:;. Soxpe 
was just attempting to get out of thc upper 
Lwth when S ~ t m  came by. He told her  to 
rn,\it : s c l  he mould get the  stepladder. ITer 
husband, Nr. Soape, was on t h e  floor 01: 

his knees loc\kiag for hi^ ioots.i\Tr,:. Soiipr, 
being quite impnticnt, dec;c?cd not to n-ait 
Lor the porler l o  return with t h c  :i;cpl:~tl-
dcr. So ?he j ~ m p c dout of theupper belath, 
lwdh:-: squarely on Mr. Soape,s ncclr. 'Thc 
aisle was theil full of Soapc. 



settled down, Sam went into the  new sleep- 
er, tha t  had been attached, early in the 
morning, to see what  porter was on it aild 
behold i t  was a n  old acquaintance whom 
he had not seen for some ten years or more 
011 mother  job. So overjoyed were they 
to meet tha t  Sam said, "Just wait and h 
will go into my car and get all of the shoes 
and  bring them here and I can shine them 
while we talk over old times. The othcr 
porter was more than willing, so Sam ~ e i ? I  
and got all the shoes and brought them a11 
into the  new car where his frlend Joe  w c ,  

and they began to work on their ~ h o e - ~ h i ~ l -  
ing job. 

During S:lm's absence his sieepcr XE 
svritchecl to  another train. Ssm find:; thn'l 
he is strictly up against it, with hirn :md 
cl:-ci.y pzsscn,vel"!; shoes on another train. 
So he  wwns put of? the  train a l  the 1:c.s~ 
station with twenty-five pairs 01 shoe;; tl 

hand car was ccgageci. shoes loaded oil. 

2nd Sam in command working his way 
10  miles back, delayin:? his ti.,:ia f ~ j u r  
hours. 

The reception tha t  Sam receivcii fr.tn? 
his passengers tha t  morning v;as far fiAoi?? 
pleasant, because bottles, books and othcr 
packages could be plainly seen coming 
his way. 
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At ten A. M. Sam had finished putting 
:iway his berths and getting his car into 
shape. He borrowed a banjo from one 
of the passengers, figuring tha t  he could 
get a fine donation from the  passengers for 
entertainment. His first song was enti-
tled, "A dollar is my price, but those 
who have not dollars, please come forth 
with ils images, such as quarters, dimes, 
nickles and pennies. One old gent abunt 
eighty years old, after  g i ~ i n g  Sam two 
slick pennies, asked him to play, "I have 
hcen bettel- days." Snm (lid b3 .  Af l - r  
he hcd finished this tune, a serviec inspcc- 
tor stcppec! up and told San: tha t  he was 
gokg to report him to the  S~zperintendent, 
JIr. Leaihr, which he did a t  the  end of Ihe 
1 -.:.?,I). Sam went into the  office aund saw 
1 ' 
11~sx r n e  poh~cc! cn the blac.ith~:irtito re- \, 
p c r l  t o  the S ~ ~ p c r ~ i i t e n d e n t .  02 :ecin!l: 
his nnmc postcd, he went jmmedi:. tcIy into 
the office to :inswer t o  his rxmc .  

'E'hc Gupc:i.intcr,c!ei!t TV; nteti l o  !:ndw 
T~LL- .  ! ;$:Ic~chc hnd scfi!i h 4 i e r  days:I.' 

than a t  prcscnl, when he w,:s ricihg f r o m  
c o ~ tto coast in ;L $/10,003.00 sleeping c u r  
with a nice uniform oil. So I will pay jrsu 
off, Sam and give you a t  least Iwelve 
months to decide whether or not you have 
really ever seen better days. 



10 below zero. Sam receives his check 
and is Paid off for a year a t  least. I-Ie is 
very sad as  he  walks to  the  ofiice door, 
shaking his head and saying, "Stung, yes, 
again." Turning slightly he glanced at 
the  Superintendant, Mr. Leather, and 
calmly closed the  door, ~ ~ i t h  collar turned 
up highly around his neck, both hands ir, 
his pockets, he  walked slowly over to the 
avenue corrtinually shaking his head and 
shrugging his shoulders. 

Sam at once began to look for a new :ob. 
Five clays have passed without any  succcss 
~71'12~1hc rncets an  old schoo1m:tte prd on 
South Stale street. This man claimed he 
had been looking for work for G O  days, 
with no success whatever. H e  bcgiilo to 
recall several of the events which occurrccl 
in boyhood when they attended the  liltle 
schoolho~iseon  ihe  hill, how they  playctl 
hooky, went swimming in the  old mill 
stream, or xathering blackberries. il JK 

badly they were both stlrng when the:: :it-
12 



tempted to destroy a wasps' nest, having 
both their faces so swollen, t h a t  they could 
hardly see. And t h e  fight they  h a d  with 
r jnybird, while they  were  t rying to rob  his 
nest, the  bird fighting and  picking off bits 
of hair and  skin. 

"Oh, say, Sam, I have  laughed to my- 
self many times. Do you remember  the  
c;c$rning t h a t  you and  I were on our way 
to school when you climbed t h a t  persim- 
mon tree tha t  belonged to tha t  old fa rmer ,  
I nlean old man  Jiggs,  you know him." 
Sam replied, "Oh yes, I know." "Well, I 
:ievr:. WAS so tickled in my life while you 
were up in t h a t  t ree,  you remember you 
were eat ing them a s  f a s t  a s  you could pick 
them. You were eat ing r ipe ones and  
half ripe ones and  I suppose some green 
o,,es too. You remember  when I kept  
begging you to throw me down a few, I 
lioticed t h a t  something was  wrong with 
your lips, they appeared  to be wrong side 
O U L .  

i ' h  then  how I laughed,  Ha ,  Ha ,  Ha." 
The11 y o u  began to r u b  your mouth,  and  
s ~ i dto me, "GO on away  from here,  for  I 
expect now I a m  poisoned." H a ,  H a ,  Ha." 

"Well old pal,  if I h a d  any money I 
hould buy a drink, but  a s  I a m  broke, you 
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can t a k e  a quar ter  and  t r ea t  us both." 
Sam counts his change  over and finds 1 6  

cents t hen  nodded his head  to his friend, 
and  pointing to  a bar-room they went into 
t h e  saloon. Sam leaned over t he  bar  and 
spoke to the  bar-tender in a low voice, say- 
ing, "Give us two beers." Sam then turn- 
ed to his fr iend a n d  said, "What are you 
going to have to drink,  Bill?" 

Bill replied, "Oh,well, I will drink one of 
those two beers t h a t  you ordered." 

When they had  finished drinking they 
walked outside the  saloon and stood there 
a minute. Sam runs  his hand into his hip 
pocket and  brings up  all  t he  money he had 
left,  a n d  counting i t  up  found tha t  he had 
just 6c al l  told. H e  straightened up and 
hit his fr iend Bill on the  back with his open 
hand  and said,  "So long, old chzp. 1 will 
see you later." 

Srzm went  over to a news stand and 
bought  a paper  and  walked to the park, 
took a sedt  on one of ' the  piers and began to  
look over t he  paper.  He saw a n  adver-
tisement in t he  "help wanted" column for a 
good husky, s trong man  to do  house work 
a n d  t a k e  care  of the  garage ,  go errand(<, 
wash windows and  assist t he  conk. Apply 
~t 119th Street  a t  once. Sam boarded a 
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street car  and  in d u e  course of time ar-
rived a t  t he  residence. H e  r a n g  t h e  bell 
and was admit ted by  the  cook, Mrs. Me 
Flarity, who moticned him to  a sc::t ancl 
told him t h a t  t h e  madam would be  down 
prewntly. About five minutes h a d  passed 
when all of a sudd..en thc rc  was t n  awful  
noise of clanging hells and  loud blasts of 
whistles. Cries were  heard ,  ''Flrc, Fire." 
Sam made 2, m2d clash to look oxt  cf the 
.i\.indow ancl s tu~iblecf  over a flower stand 
co1it:iining a Inrgc Jnpne:;c  imported vase 
:n,~, ,hingssme into :L dozen pieczs. 

Sam becemc terrified from t 5 e  incident 
and at tempted to l m v e  t h e  resicicncc with-
out seeing the mnclzmc. Just as he was 
about to Icnve, h e  was conf~onlr ; t lby t h e  
JTa6ane hcrsellc, 311-A.TT7ay-Down-in-Lice-
C w ,  n.ho s 'eod looking 2t h h  throu:~h :;, 
pci;r ci" !o:.snc.ttc g!t:sse ;. EvenLu,.l!y :hi. 
slsrnped h e r  f o o t  ::nd said, "S?. 1 C o  r~o'i 
L7~c- I-r ~ t a n dt h e  ixcs~i ingof your  ~ l ctic: i~,."  

Sam stood toying with his ha t .  "Sir," 
rhc coiitinucr!, "hr,oe you r,o c:::)ia:l:i-
tion for  your action;." "No ma'am." 

" h e  you one of t he  per;om 3na:vcr.inf; 
I;lp advertisement in the paper??" 

"Yes, ma'ani." 



liind of housework?" "No, ma'am." 
"What kind of work have you been do-

ing?" "I was a porter once." "What 
kbrd of a pcrter?" "On a sleeping car." 

"Well, she said, "I will t ry  you. Rc-
part  to Mrs. McFlarity, the  cook, tell her 
I have hired you and 2sk h e r  what your 
duties are, also lo show ~ C Uyuur  room to  
put up your coat and other things." 

The Madame called the  cook in ancl i01tI 
her  t o  take charge of the  man.. The cook 
showed Sam to a small dingy room be-
tween the  coal binn and the cellar, say-
ing, "This is your room. You have l o  
light a fire a t  six o'c1oc.k in the  morning, at 
seven you light the gas furnace in  the  b,tre-
m e ~ t  Comeand be very careful with it t ~ c .  
and I will show you how t o  light the g ~ ~ s  
furnace. You nlust get a Irciwpaper. 
rI7~vis'iit up, light it and hold same iuxde 
the  furrsc:, and then turn oil thc g,.~:, 
g radud ly  until it burns fi*ceJy. Thea IT' i t  

is Winter, clcar away the :;now; Surnmcr 
you must wr,Ler ancl moiv ihe gz.;ics, wad-
windows, and go cnm-iti:;." 

The next rnornili:; Sm1 was u p  ez,rly 
ready for business. At  five A.M. he w e x t  
l o  the kitchen, and lit the  ;ire in the stoi'e. 
At  seven he said t o  I~imself"So117 for the 
gas furnace in the  basement." Down mto 
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the basement he  went and turned on the  
gas not thinking about the  strict precaution 
given him the  day before about lighting a 
paper first. Then off he  went to hunt a 
newspaper, leaving the gas escaping. Re-
turning in a few minutes, he put the  light- 
ed paper into the  open furnace door. Im-
mediately there was a terrific explosion 
which made the  buildings tremble for sc.ir- 
era1 blocks around the  vicinity. 

The Mr. and Mistress with three risi t i~lg 
friends, the  two hired girls and the cook 
c a z e  rushing to thc  basement iindilig S:lm 
lying in a ccrner with all of his hair and 
rnoustrtchc, eyelashes and brows singed oil 
singing a song, "Drive the  (lucks out, Sal." 

The c m k ,  with her hands full of his-
cui; dough shnl  oK the  gas and began try- 
ing to rest#>re Ssm t o  his normal conciilion. 

Thc Mildame remarked, "I n.or.dcr if 
he will live long enough to expl'ii~l how 
{hi(; occurred 2s well as to pzy f o r  all the 
c!:,mage Gone t~ my  house" 

I:i;t Sam recovered after  :z fcw clays 
and rrcunicd his duties nicely f o r  s i s  
months without any salary, after  which the  
Madame called him in and told him tha t  to 
avoid further inc!ebtedi~ness she t l i o ~ ~ g l ~ t  i t  



T i v v  days after  Sam obtained a pasitioll 
a s  a dining car waiter. The Superinten-
dent assigned him for a trial trip on the 
J. E. Special. (Jew's Best.) 

Sam was fortunate enough to stu~nble 
through serving two meals, breakfast and 
dinner. At  breakfast while taking- an or- 
dcr for a passenger, Sam showed nerlous- 
ness while waiting fo r  the  person to de-
cide what he would eat. He could riot 
stand still, toyed with his fingers and apron 
strings, scratched his head. 

The passenger looked up at him in-
quiringly, and asked him, "Vot is dw 
matter rnit your head, porter?" 

"You keep me tinkin' dere is soine,t.,iny 
der matter mit you. I dont c : m  fur n u  
breakfast anyway." 

Sam ventured to tukc another ortier 
from a diir'ercnt passenger showin:: niore 
nervousness thsn ever. This p a w n p c r  
u k c d  S x n  if they hzd any eocoanais ov: 
t he  car. The r c p l ~ -was, " Y c s  sir.' 

"Then ple:~:ie Lring me onc vriih fdhc 
s i it. Th:it7s thc  oulj- thirig I c m  9i'-
der 2s I k ; ~ o ~t h ~ tJ'OU c ' i ~ t::i1t Y ( . I ~ TO E  
fingers in." 

Sam s e t ~ ~ r l i c J  vc1.y shortly with the t o <9-

i ~ u Lbut tool< it to l!ic nxrng  m::li \ \ . h ~h-
18 I 
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came Yery indignant, grabbing a wholc 
tomato threw it and struck Sam square in 
the sye. Sam lost control of himself and 
dropped the tray, grabbed the man that 
had thrown the tomato, dragging him by 
main force straight over the table. The 
passenger was a heavy weight weighing 
about 210, but Sam however did not seem 
to take any notice of that. During the 
affray the passenger got his frocktail split 
clear up  to his neck and his finger bitten 
very badly, while Sam's injury was a black 
eye. 

19 
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PART 511. 
Sam failed to make  good on the trial 

t r ip of the  J .  B. Special and was dis-
charged by the Commissary Superinten- 
dent.  Sam goes home, his wife and four 
Lttle ones h e  finds desperately in need. 
(rroceries and  fuel  both h a d  run  out. Sam 
p~avv'nsexerything in the  house to obtain a 
r d n . : ~ yricket f ' o ~himself and family to  
ihe country. The famjly leaves for the / 
depot, arrives a t  the  station and purchases I 

tickets f o r  two  to t he  village of Earon. I 

They  L o i m i  Ihe  t rain and a re  on their 
I . The  conductor comes in collecting 
:.<kets;  Sam h,i~ltls him ti1:kets for  two and 
$ h e  n n n t l u c t i r  mid to him, "Is this your 
~,rnily, o r  is ~ta private imrnigr.r,tlon :oL 
o11yt h . i ~you intend l o  s t a~ t?"  "MJfamily, 
1 s i r .  ' i l ~ v e n tyou any tickets iui .  the 
i w t  of those people'.'" "0, they are onlj 

r e : s . '  "I mean Gusine.;:;, how old 
;.h:s persou heye?" "Who, my litle boy, 

S.mmy, he  is irllly six years old." ' ' L ~ l t ! ~ ~  

/joy, h e  is no  little boy, h e  is a man :\rid 1 
must have  a ; i cket  for him or  I will urr1o:~d 
the whole biinch of you at once." Aiid so 
hc  did about  15 miles out  of the  c.ity. Sam 
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fags the next train and it being a local 
freight train Sam made arrangements with 
the conductor to work his way and use the  
two tickets for  his family. Sam is seen a t  
e;lLh station helping the train crew load 
::nd unload freight. The village is 
reached a t  11:30 P. M. Nowhere to stop. 
no acquaintances, no money, they slept on 
the station platform, baggage, trunks and 
one bench seat until morning. A t  dawn, 
inhabitants f h d  the newcomers, and :ire 
shy of Sam's family. Sam makes inquiries 
as to the whereabouts of Mr. Muttonhead's 
ranch and is directed by one of the  citi-
:ens. Sam with his little army is seen pro- 
c e d i n g  down the public road on their way 
to the  r m c h .  'They trampled for five 
miles before reaching Elder Muttonhead's 
r ' m h .  On reaching there, they were 
gladly received and meals were prepared 
lor all, and the family is shown to their 
quarters. Mrs. Backstrapper, Helen. Bus- 
ter, Bruce and little Sam. Later, business 
terms Rere drawn up between Mr. Mutton- 
head and Sam. The agreement made was 
that Sam receive half the earnings. The  
next Sam is seen plowing while Buster and 
Bruce are  taking care of a herd of cattle, 



Mrs. Backstrapper and Helen, feeding,i 

ducks and chickens and little Sam cutting 
down trees. 

One year passed with Sam's family on 
the  farm. When the  time came for the 
division of the  net proceeds, it was found 
that  Sam and  his family had used up more 
than their hal f ;  leaving them in debt in- 
stead of ahead. Sam wrote to Mr. Leathrr 
asking him if there was any chance to be 
reinstated. The reply was that  he would 
be allowed another chance to make good, 
Sam takes the  next train to Chicago and re- 
pmts  immediately to Mr. Leather. The 
Superintendent reinstates Sam, tells him 
that  unless he really makes good there is 
Tew chances of his remaining in the ser- 
vice. "I arri going to place you on a run 
with a conductor who has been in our ser- 
;.ice for 25 years, so it will be quite neces- 
sary for you to  follow the  book of rules and 
his instructions as  well." Sam was as-
signed to a run known as, "the tin can 
buffet run." The train was the  fast mail 
better known as the  "cannon ball train." 
I t  left a t  2 :30 A. M., t h e  sleeping car ready 
for  reception of passengers a t  9:00 P. M. 
Sam and the  conductor began receiving 



passengers promptly on the  minute. After  
an hour several passengers h a d  been tak-  
pi1 on, t he  weather  being bitterly cold very 
near the  zero mark .  Sam was  seen clap- 
p l i ~ ghands and  stamping his feet ,  appar-  
ently to keep warm when h e  looked up 
m d  saw one of his passengers coming out 
of the sleeper in his shir t  sleeves with a 
pail. of Pa lm Beach trousers and  low can- 
1.2s shoes on, who wnlked up ar,d down 
:he platform for  about  twenty minutes, he  
~ r r e s t e d  the  attention of t he  conductor and 
perter. Sam looked a t  t he  conductor most 
inquiringly, shook his head  mid ,  "Is this  
m ~ 1 1rushing the  season or  is h e  on t h e  way 
!o the nut  fac tory?"  T h e  conductor re-
plied, " S u ~ e l y  there  is something wrong 
w ~ t h  him. 0, by-the-way, porter,  I have 
s ~ r m i s e d  something, I do  really believe 
this man to be wha t  we call in the  railroad 
world a 'spotter.' His business is to write 
up everything he  sees goirig on aLout ;L 

train so be careful  because I think t h a t  I 
am right about  my calculhtions. And so h e  
3;s for  on the  re turn  tr ip,  t he  names  of t h e  
porter and conductor both were  posted to 
see the  Superintendent, Mr. Leather. The  
Superintendent wanted to know from the  



years of service he  had become lax in his 
duties and have his record impaired by be-

Iing carelss. "Here was a passenger who 
rode on your car from Chicago to Cairo, 1 
he claims tha t  the  porter was in your pres- , 
tlnce dancing a jig while receiving passen- 
gers and you made no effort whatever to 
stop him. Not only tha t  he found the por- 
ter  a t  5:00  A. M. asleep on duty and be- [
tween the  hours of 6 arid 7, he shined shoes 
in a vacant section in the body of the car, Iand discharged a passenger a t  Tamoo, 
who evidently did not tip him satisfactorily i 
LS you looked out of the drawing car win- I 
dow with a pipe in your mouth and in your 1 
shirt sleeves asking the  porter if that  was 
the passenger who occupied berth No. 8, 1 
and the  porter replied, "Yes, that's the 1 
cheap stinker, for  he only gave me 10c." i 
Your reply was what  the hotel do we care 
let him go." The report also states that 
the porter was not ready to serve the pas-
sengers a t  7 :30 A. M., from the buffet car; 
no hot water, could not make coffee nur 
boil eggs and he served a passenger with 
eggs tha t  looked fair  but smelled ridicu- 
lous; butter was too soft to stay on a knife 



and had  t o  be dipped up  like g ravy ;  and  
that either you or  t he  porter  h a d  permit- 
ted a theatr ical  man  to  bring a la rge  
Newfoundland dog into the  car ,  who slept  
in upper 10 above his master,  but  t he  occu- 
pancy of this  berth does not appea r  on 
your reports.  In my estimation, Sir, this  
is one of t he  worst reports  I have  ever  
1,cceivet3 regard ing  a n  employe. W h a t  
action to t a k e  I can  hard ly  decide. As 
lor the porter  I will be compelled to  move 

i him f rom t h a t  line. I shall also be  com-
pelled to assess pour record and cause you 
to lose the  bonus of $99.00. As for  Sam, 

1 I i ~ i l lgive him a dead-head ca r  from here  
I to Chattanooga to ge t  a baseball team." 

Sam's reccrd has  been lowered consider- 
! ably a s  he  is again placed on a 2nd class 
I sleeper, t he  Tourist. Sam arrives a t  Chat-  ' knuoga  af te r  five days  and nights on the  

road, with no passengers, going most of 
the way on freight  trains. The  Superin- 
tenclcilt knew t h a t  this t r ip would be 
a menial one for  Sam with no possibilities 
for tips, and  so regarded  i t  a s  a mere pun- 
ishment. Sam's ca r  was  cut  off t h e  t rain 
while enroute and  put  on a side t rack  for  
48 hours where the re  was  not a house nor 



a living crea ture  to  be  seen. He had  pre- 
viously supp!ied himself with a large stock 
of bologna sausage and crackers. The 
ca r  was picked up la te r  by another  train 
~ n dcarr ied about  100 miles and  set  out on 
another  side t rack.  Sam's food supply 
was exhausted and  money also, this drove 
him to ge t  desperate and  h e  w;is seen ped- 
dling sleeping ca r  l inen;  sheets,  pillow 
slips and  blankets  among the  farmers,  net- 
t ing him sufficient money to buy provisions. 
Through his maneuvers h e  obtained money 
enough to buy provisions for the  rest of the 
trip. H e  arrives a t  Chatt:mooga a: 10 :O i3  
P.M. The  b-lll t eam was  loaded i l i t ~  thc 
idr and  bound fo r  Chicago. The  boys all 
got together  in t h e  smoking cornp,trlmerii 
m d  star ted a c rap  game. Sam sholted a 
wild expression out  of his eye.; and said. 
"Here is my chance and I'm surely going 
to wade  r ight  in." 

"Six bits I pass." 
"Shoot, porter you're faded." 
"Dont forget  boys, I 'mer cuttin' every- 

body on each pass a s  well a s  myself." 
"$1.45 1 hit." 
"I got  'im buck." 
"Roll 'em out  porter." 



"Say there,  Red head ,  half more 1make  
my point, what 's your point?" 

"Four." 
Say, porter,  what 's  your name?"  
"Just common every d a y  Sam." 
"Well t h e  bit is on, you cant  make  four 

with a bad  lead pencil." 
"Half more I do." 
"You're on." 
"Bang !" 
"Sam makes  4." 
"$2.85 I hit  t he  team." 
"('apt. says I got  yer." 
"Roll 'em out." 
"Bang !" 
"6-5 I'm still shootin', boys." 
'(HOWR I U C ~? "  
"10c h e  shoots and  throws 2 aces." 
"Sam losses t he  craps and  Redhead gets  

'em." 
"$1.05 I hit." 
"Who wants  all  of i t ? "  
"Nobody." 
"Do you wan t  all  of it, S a m ? "  
"No, indeed, but  I will t ake  50c. of it." 
"yy.ags.~! "You wan t  t he  rest  of it." 
"Shoot." 
"Here, here. You cant  t a k e  my money 

like that." 
27 



"You shake,  ra t t le  and  roll  dem craps, 
you hear  me !" 

"I tlont like to  have no squabble over dis 
c r ap  game." 

Sam wins every cent in t he  game and the 
boys ret i re  for  the  rest of t he  night.  



1 , ~ i i T  IV. 
On arriving in Chicago, Sam reported to  

the Superintendent fo r  duty, h e  was  asked 
\ ~ h : ~ . i ~kind of a t r ip  did h e  have. Sam re-  
n~..rlted, "A poor one indeed, sir." 

"Well, Sam, 1 am g o i t g  to assign you to 
a lirs' class run.  Now i t  will be on a stan-
d-rd cxi- and  tile very best of service will 
be ~c.,:u;red, so ge t  r ight  over to t he  vLirdk 
,t :cC; i t  is rit>w; 4 :45 P.M.,and  yoxr c,sr 
1c.1,r.c.; a t  5 :30 P. M. Sam leaves for  t he  
~ ~ d s ' hyards. Inmedia te ly  he  boards his 
1.: I- : ~ndbegins get t ing i t  in shape ,  hanging 
timpe~:es, c1;stributing towels, soap, combs 
and brushes throughout  t he  toilets. Fif teen 
minute:; 1::ter t he  train has  backed into the  
sizt'on, ready for  t he  reception of passen-
gcrs. Sam geis  out  of t he  car  with his 
stepp'ng stool and  began receiving pas-
scngeix. Wi th  a rleat uniform and arms 
folded, Sanl was on the  job. A lady  ap-  
pioaches the  cnr  with he r  tickets in one 
h ~ i l d  and in the  other  a cage  with a parrot  
I it. She presented the  tickets to Sam, so 
he could locate her  in t he  sleeper. Sam 
told her t h a t  t he  ticket called for  space 
section 4 and  a s  for  t he  parrot ,  i t  must  go 
to the baggage  car ,  another  passenger 
stood before Sam with a hand  organ and a 
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small monkey sitt. -gvn it, asked Sank, ''1 
t ake r  diaer (>ar  f e r  Memphis. 

"No, Y O U  follow the lady with the  par- 
rot." 

Still m ~ t h e r  lady approaches him with 
a pcculiar ericloseti basket  asking Sam if 
t h a t  was  he r  car.  Ssm replies, "I don't 
ltncw, madam, the  Ra i lwad  Companv h:ls 
their  name on it." 

''That makes no diflerence, I'm going to 
Jessvp on it anyway,  my ber th  is No. 7." 

Sqm at tempted  to help the  lady iato the 
ca r  with he r  ba:;g,?ge but  she refused his 
ser;/iees. Sam says to himself, "Huh, a 
big besket  of lunch." ,Rubbing his hands 
on his stomach, he  imagined h e  could see 
pork chops, fried chicken an$bbiscuiis 
floaling through the air. Eefore Sani could 
,?,,waken f rom this dream, a chinaman was 
tapl,ing him lightly on the  shoulder asking 
him to hide him away  .tnd 'm:ikee five dol-
l a r  Alee  same.' 

Sam answered,  "Stire, w3tere arc you 
going." 

"Me go allee same Memphis." 
"Gimme the  five. Come on quick." 
Sam leads him into the  c a r  to berth No. 

12 ,  h e  takes  a l l  of t h e  bcclding, pillows, 



I 
' 

tickets, h c  looked in the  Drawing Room to' see ii thct e were any passengers there  and 
bcholcl, be was p e a t l y  surpriwd to see the 
feet  c \ i '  .: persor~protruding f rom beneath 
the w f ~ ,  I le grabs the  f ee t  and plulls t he  
man out.  When  Sam saw this h e  preten- 
(led to hc te r ror  stricken. l'hc conductor 

1 
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becomes hostile in h s  at t i tude asking Sam 
"How did this  person ge t  into tha t  room?" 

Sam only shook his head  and  said "Wait 
a minute, Cap, and  I will ge t  my black jack 
then  maybe I can do  something," He re- 
turi?ed in n f e w  seconds with a ventilator 
s t ick ;  rushing up w ~ t h i n  striking distance 
h e  dampened both hands  by licking the 
same, evidently to fasten a good hold on 
the  stick and  yelled, "Look out Cap, I'm 
g o i q  to p ~ ~ l v e r i z e  him." 

As  quick a s  a flash Sam struck a t  the 
hobo. Both the  Conductor and  the  hobo 
ducited. The  cap  the  hobo wore was im- 
mediately knocked off 2nd the  stick loclged 
intoalarge plate  gl-ss mirror, smr shing the 
same.  

T h e  conductor jumped upon n car  seat 
in a n  effort t o  reach  t h e  bell cord to stop 
the  t rain ; one foot rest 'ng upon the  edge of 
t he  sofa, which part ly blocked the  door, 
leaving the  only means of exit for  the hobo 
to escape, to go between the  Conductor's 
legs. But  sad  to say, just 2s he  did so, 
t he  Conductor lost his balance and was 
astr ide t h e  hobo's back,  t h e  conductor re- 
marked to Sam, "Stop him porter,  or I will 
shoot, s top him I say." 



Thc struggle continued from the  Draw- 
ing loom, through the  passage way, into 
the 1 estibule where Sam succeeded in land- 
ing t;vo stunning blows on the hobo's head. 

Sam opens the  vestibule door, and with 
the tLssistance of the  conductor, grabs one 
arm &lid one leg of the hobo and together 
they pitched him bodily from the  train. 

She waiter from the  dining car came in 
and announced that  dinner was now ready. 
All dt the passengers went in for refresh- 

. ~ i e n t s  and during their absence Sam de-
cide(: to take advantage of his berth mak- 
i A i l r  i);: ccrnmencing early, this bei:~:;. his 
I I : 1rip GI! tt standard car. 

7 115 13. M., he started in making berths 
he only had nine berths to prepare and a t  
9:00 P M., he had finished only two berths 
2nd had seven more to make. 

The passengers began to grumble and 
c: mp12in x t l  insisting that  the porter 
make their berths. borne of them had 
kken  their suit cases for pi!lows, some had 
their heatis resting on the window sills, 
a few had their. heads on the arm resl of 
the scat, however there were some sitting 
dp straight, but all were asleep. I t  was 
2:00 A. M. when the  last passenger crept 



into his berth,  a h  :st t ime for  those who 
went  to bed  first to  ge t  up. 

Sam was  neaTly all  in a f te r  h e  had  macle 
t h e  last  berth,  bu t  h e  was eeterrnined to 
finish up his work cornplete!y so ile prc-
pale(! to shine shoes. H e  forgot the  in- 
s!ructions t h a t  a n  older porter  had qlven 
him about  marking  the  number of each 
5e r ih  on the  .ole of each pair  of shoes 
t%ken  :,may f rom their  places. 

l ie  collected ? h e m  all t o  one end of the 
car. : nd s t u t e d  ;nto  shir,e them, v, hen he 
haci finished he  could not tell  where a n y  of 
them belonged, so h e  s t rcked  them all in 
+,nr> colTller to a w 6 t  idenlificatju~: bv  the 
C'V" "i',C;. 

I :3 .SO A. M. t he  train arrive. a t  - h a -  
diz, iivc minutry for  lunch, Sam went in 
to t h e  lunch counter and  got  a pail of cof-
fee,  going into the smcking room with the 
coiipe h e  sa.t down an;d b e g m  to wonder 
a t  t h e  ingratitude of i he  lady passenger 
who had refmed to  >,racept his services tch 
assist h e r  into the  car .  

H e  also recalled t h e  immediate tlre:m of 
biscuits, cchicken and pork chops which he 
fel t  sure t h a t  t he  large,  peculiar looking 
basket  contained. Nr, longer could he re-
sist, so he  goes to berth No. 7 and  finds the 
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bzlskcl in the upper 'uelth. He takes same 
t o  the s~i~olcing room where he had left the  
c3gee. t he rc  he stopped and meditated. 

c o~ip le  of s e c o ~ d s  he went rhead 
:n.o the ncst  car where the  conductor was 
:n i l  ;old 11im.to come back and join him in 
-. f7.e lunch, that  there would be plenty 
:,sd {ha t  he would be perfectly welcome. 

The conductor came back, at Sam's re- 
<..c_Llec.:, taking k,e:;on the  sofa 111 t h e  

sniokicg room near the winiro\+. SLiSn 
t ~ , k  i ,e_r i  in '2 large t hair directly in 
~ r c , ~ lF the basket and pail of coffee, he 
remarked to the Conductor, "Now for 
the s ~ r e a d!" 

F'P 1'zIr(, ,2d i h c  .c.:l:ches on the basket, 
yir >cd t5c  !id ~ l z dh e  was greatly sur-
!T + '  nd t o  i,ee a large Angora cat leap out of 
t'?e b:l~lie'~.All hopes for Ihe feast had 
l)-en ihntiel e:!. 'i'hc C O Z I C ~ U ~ ~ L ~ ~ I 'and portcr 
b s ~ hleft the :mo!iing room in less time 
thsii :Itakes to tell it.I 

Silr  was racing through the aisle in the I 
body oi' the car a t  top speed with his cap 

i i1 his hznd, the  conductor following close 
behind. On nearing the  f a r  end of t h e  car 
S:m realizes tha t  he had stepped on some- 
thing u n u s ~ ~ a l ,  it was the tail of the cat that  



had escaped from ,lie uasket. The cat let 
out several loud Meow-w-w-s. 

Sani looked to see what had h:lppened, 
instead of looking where he was going 
2nd ran square into two women who were 
shouting a t  the  top of their voices, 'Tire! 
Fire!" and pointing up a t  berth No. 12, 
where streams of smoke could be seen 
pouring out of it. 

The conductor took off one of his shoes 
and smashed the glass top on an emer-
gency tool box and took out an axe. Rush-
ing up to berth ?To. 12 he began chopping 
into it. Smoke continued to pour out. 

Sam rushed up with two pails of water 
dashing them into the upper p x t  of the 
berlh. Finally thc  bottom of the  berth 
gave way, dropping the  chinaman t o  the 
flocr. He had a cigarette in his mouth 
and still puffing away, he remarked, 
"Alleesame me takee smoke.' 

And Sam answered, "A!!eesame you 
shall be unloadede a t  once." Anti so he 
was. 

During the excitement several of the 
passengers scrambled to the  end of' the car 
to get their shoes, where Sam had left them 
after  he had finished polishing them. A 
short, f a t  man, however, had the  first pick, 
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but i:lilcd to ge t  his pair. H e  was  fortun- 
ate enough to ge t  one of his and  one t h a t  
belonged to a sma,ller man,  t h e  smaller 
mfin got one of his c;wn and  one of another  
m ~ i l ' ssliil smaller .than himself. Alittle 
g'rl yo? one slipper t h a t  was hers  and  one 
high shoe t h a t  belonged to a f a t  woman. 

During this s tate  of affairs Sam very hiir- 
rldlywent into the  lavatory anti staid for 
i:-,c.:riy two hours. While h e  was  in t he  
In\.-atc.ry,a dining car  was at tached to  the  
-, .,i , . I-ic: went into  the diner wilh t h o  

e;<~:il:.l.:i;ic;n c;t' g e t t i ~ i g  so-mcthing io  t?at; 
kc:. n: or S:tm Is foiieci again,  forjust  a s  he  
skriet i  th rough (,he diner there came a 
r:cdtle!l c~' :?sh,cries were heard ,  "a wreck,  
r. .i,!i.cclr." Szin was tl~rov:n the  whole 
length of t h e  car ,  he sustsined a. Sew r n i n o ~ .  
bruise.;, 'sut thc worst of all, his t r o : ~ ~ e ~ : ;  
m,ciw !c,m almost oil' him. H e  suh:;tltut,ecl 
75 tzihie c loth  aiid made himself an  aprcin. 
On I;i\,estigeiion, to see wha t  had causc.6 
the terrible shock it was observed tha t  a 
c:;w hxd. ,-ijs[.ruclec! t he  riglit-c;f-wt~y. 

On the following aCternoon, arriving at 
Nernphi::; t he  conduetor reports  ihe  p m i  
eTier!!:: i , c i  !!.l;r. Guckskin, asslst:int to Mr. 
Leather, and claimed tha t  under no  cir-
cumsi-ances (lid he  ever intend to make nil-
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other  t r ip on a tx. .i when thls man,  Sam, 
was  porter.  T h e  conductor said, "So in 
t hc  future,  if I a m  compelled to make  a trip 
on a train w t h  this man  Sam, i t  will be on a 
t ra in  t h a t  hauls  nothing but  pig iron ail(\ 
c r d  3 t:es, which will he something that  he 
cannot  hide,  break  or  ge t  away  with very 
Pas !Y.)' 

K r .  Buckskin posted Sam's name, for 
hin: to  repc-rt immediately. We told Sam 
t h s l  he  had a copy of his past  record, and 
beyond 3 doubt  ile had a horrible u le .  

((1.
air, I h a r e  2 7peci:~i pzr ty  of forty p ~ o -
ple enmute  to Y e x k o  City. 1 m i  forced to 
ase you ~ l t h o u g i nI am convinced that you 
a re  r z d l y  unfit for  t he  same. G c i  your 
equipment and ge t  on the  ca r  at onec a n d  
do y\jur very best l o  make the  t r ip  pleasant 
for  Ihe passcngers. Resure a c d  keep your 
ca r  well guarded against  thieves, for  I have 
knc ,vn cases where they have s t ~ l e n  the , 
b-.- . hand  rails and  rubber  f rom the step!: ~ d a S  

of t h e  car ,  so I t rust  t h a t  you may dis- 1 
charge  your duty  in t hc  beh: !Iand n-elfare 

Iof t h e  Company. Go a t  once, your car is 
now in t h e  station, tw:, cars  will be used for 
t he  party.  P u t  twentytwo passengers in 
one ca r  an f l  eighteen in the  other .  



With a polite nod of his head  to Mr. 
Buckskin, Sam depar ted  to board his car.  
Re i ' ou~ t l  everything in readiness. Jus t  
before the  t ra in  depar ted ,  Sam met  Mr. 
3uckskin on the  station platform and in- 
3 4x:l thnt  h e  be relieved from this t r ip.  

'Phc S:~pei*intendeiit szid to him, "'Fhe 
irairi th:xt this  par ty  is to go oli is a w a j  

past due, 
I'm In ~leecl of a porter, so I'll just use you." 
The yain fell  f ss t ,  while t he  wind did blo:~. 
He says, "There's no excuses, Sam you'rc 

i c  m p ~ l l e dto go." 
S-n??=1? him how bndly he needed a rest.  
H,. said, "Go l a k e  this  par ty  to the  grext  

fa; west. 
I[ I:: l he  p w t y  of Rrtrnontl Whitcomb Cqm- 

pany 
For further  information akply to me. 
Now go and ge t  on t h a t  car  and  don't a rg~ ie  

I an:? mor.e. 
Recause I think they are going to old MPX-

1 ;co. 
IT will be <)f good in twes t  for  you this  t r ip  
They have got  lots of money so there  will 

~ d z c ' ,tips." 
S:m go? on ?he car ,  bewil(lere~1, broke 

down 
G:20 P. M.  they  lest t he  town. 
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The  next day  noon hey arrived at Ii~l;c>wOr-
leans, 

H a d  quite a nice dinner of pork and beans. 
As t h e  Sout'nern states  have  a verv queer 

law 
l'hc par ty  laid oqer to -ice M x d i  G I  iius,  
They left in February the  25th da:;, 
On the  Southern Pacif  c Railway, 
The  train t h a t  h ru l ed  them was  awful slov 
E y  '-,he next day  noor1 they  had  rcached 

Sc li Ant0n;o. 
Thc w\;c~kwzs vu;le i:~+rd,although Sam 

did his best,  
To :i;alie the  tn:? ccmpletc to Los Aqgeles. 
A s ~ c n d ' n g  the  high mocnt  of 'Tcwnessee 

I"< 'is 
Thc re s n o  siga c i  shrudbery, Ircc:, nor 

e: ( n y r a s  
T,~,nl:72rgingthrough w h a t  1s know1: 1s thc 

high aititud:., 
Yo! ~Jesand t ramps  we do n o t  mcluclt . 
S a ~ - ' s  pas::engers di~r: l lved r e f i n c n 7  and 

wealth 
P a s i n g  through this zone re(  uirc,; t h e  best 

of heal th.  
The t r ip  was a neat one without cori?n!aint 
Except  one old gent  who tr ied to  f a i n t  
A s  f h e  train slowly went  on ughill climb 
.Just two hours and  a half behind. 
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At last t he  t ra in  s topped a n d  there  was  
perfect silence. 

But a t  this  place was  not a creature nor 
residence 

There was no moon, t he  clouds hung  low: 
But they arrived promptly next  morning a t  

p;1 Paso 
They left El Paso on number nine, 
And run into Tuscon r ight  on time. 
There was lots of dust  and  very warm,  
The schedule to  Garden Spot  was  not very 

10 1g. 
SLR,looked out  to see the  brilliant sun, 
H:\ i e  ,lized t h a t  they  were  making  a very 

,y,)od r sn .  
The next d a y  noon hc  reached the  station, 

Arcade 
I Te  fe i t  like loungiilg r ight  out in t h e  shade  
Lots ot' things different appear ing  to be 

new, 
Was quite z n  interest to t he  whole t rain 

crem7. 
That night whcn Sam laid down to sleep 
He was s:Ltisiied tha t  he woulcl bethere fo r  

some f e w  weeks. 
After I d  clays h a d  expired and  his money 

very lcw, 
Mr. Euckskin sent  a wirc to  send Sam on to  

IUexico. 
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moliey, iviilches ~ n ( lctian~ondsbelo:lgii?g 1.o 
t he  passengers. 

The  next morning Stin? was cor?'r!)ntcd 
with the  forty occupants c!f the  cars  for at1 
explanation. Their sentimennt was :hat 
he  had done the  job. The  hostess of the  
pa i ty .  feeling ccniident t h a t  Sarri was the 

I guilty one, decided to use s trategeir~with 
him. He was called to one of t h e  com-
partments ,  in which he  was  to cc,ifl-ont t h c  
llosless, together  wAth in o ttailwtry of l~cia l i  
and  tw?  c o n d u c t ~ r s .  

he  hostes; at once bepar1 to acc LI ,e S:rv 
of the theft ,  telling him t h a t  every one in 
t he  par ty  was satisfie~l t h a t  he w,i;- the 
thief.  She  also bega.1 to c l +  scribe prison 
hnrrors to him. The  ~ o l i t a l ; ~  confincmel~l 
111 the  dreaded sal t  mines, a place where 
the  prisoner never sees t he  light of (lay 
f rom the  time he  enters  until htl finishe9 

She  told him of the  awful  t reatmrnt  they 
receive, how they :ire heatcn,  r-xpohetl and 
d a r v e d .  "NOW," she said, "knon-inq 
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the Spanish langu. ge, fluently. Between 
the hours of four and five in the morning, 

both passengers and employes were asleep 
to rob both of the cars. 

Szm, was asleep in one of the  compart-
ments, when through the  mercies of God, 
only, he was awakened by a slam of the 
main entrance door. Sam wondered to 
hirrself as  to who esuM this could be, get- 
ting up a t  tha t  hour, he decided to look out  
and see. On opening the door to the com- 
p s ~ h n e n t ,he wc:o dumb founded to see this 
laail, Blue, peering into one of the berths. 

This a t  once aroused Sam's curiasity. 
he proceeded to invesligate, he had noth-
ing on but his trousers and did not even 
take  time to put on his shoes, coat nor cap 
but  advanced to the  berth where the man, 
Blue, was. Blue left the car very hastily, 
Sam follcwed to the  vestibule where the 
ligLts were very bright. Sam stopped and 
said to himself, "I would know that  fellow 
if I saw him again in Jericho." 

Sam made a written statement giving 
particular details of seeing the actions of 
this man Blue, and the hour he was in the 
car. On arriving in Mexico City that  night 
a t  8 :00 P. M. the Superintendent, Mr. Red-
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neck,  t he  slfltion m x t e r ,  f o u r  police a n d  
two !lctectives me t  t he  t ra in  and  boarded 
S ~ ~ , m 9 sc'r:x. The  Supex-intendent told Sam 
l o  g::'- his persopal belongings together  fo r  
Ihe oi5cers had  .to have him and Nun?b-

! A t  this recq~~est  Sam presents his 
written statement  to t h e  Superintendent. 
I:::,. Flotlneck r e ~ d  Jt and  handed i t  back to 
Scm 5n:;:ng :ha: it \;-as a very gocd worded 
~ h i ~ , m e n t .  
S-I;! shuws signs oL b e i ~ ? g  hostile anti 

s;e';...; (I:? saying, "Well yi)u don't  seem to 
i,h:::i< +here i ~ i:-:ry t ru th  regz,-?rtiing this mat-  
li?...~'' i ' c  t h% remark  the Superintendent 
dic! i;o! reply, but  only told t h e  !)fficer.s to 

7 .t.k(a f i l m .  The of;icers were  holding a 
con-i'erence about  I c n  paces in front  of Sani 
presumably reg;;i"ding Sam's disposal. 

7 .
L A ( ;  . Y W ?  Y ,, ' 1 L  \~iCe,chi]-,.*.!, ::I! Signi of  this \ ~ ( j ~ l ( ! ,  
d ; m  ;:i:tl mother, S a r i  opc.r?etl his suit case 

to  hi:, childhoocl deys ;  to the teaching tha t  
he h (! ceceived a t  h i d  rnqfher's knee I t o  
t h ~nZsl rh'aytei- of Psalms a s  r~cor t ie i l  i n  
the rloly Bible, chapters  14-1 G : "Because 
h~ h wt his  love upon me ,  t1lerefo1.e will 

4c5 
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1 deliver him. I 7.11 set  hini on high be- 
cause he  ha th  known my name. He  shall 
call i ~ p o nm e  and  I \vill m s w e r  him, I will 
be with him in the  time of trouble and I 
will deliver him and honor him. With 
Iring life will I satisfy him s:?d shew him 
my salvation." 

P f l e r  S:im had  reflected h e  calmly !aid 
t h e  revolver back into the  suit case saying, 
"'Let Justice t a k e  its course." Sam, how- 
eve-, k-ew that  h e  wns not t+eing fairly 
d e d t  w:th; being charzed  with this act 01' 

thef t  on circumsnncial  evidence and think-
ing to himself cf t ke  very audaci ty (if the 
Superintrnde?lt, Mr .  Redneck to pcrn;it t'ix 
real t h u r  to go :.T large. F ree  to commit a 
s i rn i l ia~  deed the  fc!lowing night if thp op- 
portunity p re smted  itself. 

Shedows ~f gloom and despair covered 
Sam's countenance. Suddenly a grc~ff voice 
saicr. "Come, come lets go." It was one ol 
t h e  officers who took Sam by the  an; ,  and 
led him out  of the  car .  'h'wo other  po!~cc 
went  into t h e  ca r  where  porter  Niirnbskull 
was  and  came out  with him shortly. They 
were escorted fo r  four  squares to the  (com- 
misiria) viz police station. Sam and por- 
t e r  Numbskull were  both searched,  no  evi-
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(lenccl was obtained and  both \h7ere placed 
in a cell. 

After thir ty six hours a preliminary 
hearing was indulged in. First  of all, con-
fusion arose when the  Chief of Police 
-vr,~ntr-cito know from Sam wha t  h e  h a d  
bee!. locked up for ,  speaking Spanish to 
h'm. Sam was  unable to reply. He 
h:lti, hctwever, ziccciclently obtained a sinall 
book teaching cne to t ranslate  English into 
Spanish. H c  was  successful enough to 
havc the  Chief understand t h a t  he  desired 
an in!crpreter. The  Chief telephoned for  
an interpreter to come over to t h e  police 
stt.,tl~!i a t  once. 1 6  minutes la te r  the  inter- 
pl.eter ;m-ivcd a t  t he  station in a taxicab. 
He .zpproached Sam saying, "I learn that  
thc1.e dye two hmuricaLq imprisonctl hore. 
orc you one of t hem?"  
S: 1:1 ansvc red ,  "I am.'' 
The interpreter continued, "I gucss y o ~ i  

lrrion. wha t  my fee  is." 
Sam replied, "No sir, I do not." 
The interpreter  answered,  "It will be ten 

dollars each." 
Sam answered,  "Very well, sir, I will 

wen give you fifty dollars to get  this mat-  
ter before the  proper authorities." 

The contract with the  interpreter  is 
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closed. Sam prol: ~ e sthe  same statcmelll 
v h i c h  the  Superintendent, Mr. Recineel\ 
had  ignored and handed it  to  t he  iliterprr- 
ter, -who read it in Spanish to the  Chief 

After  t h ' s  m 7 ~ s  done, t he  chief srid, "1 
:;ee accorcling to the  s tatement  t h m e  is 
n third man imn!icated." 

"irough t h e  interpreter ,  Sam I ~p l ied .  
"Yes sir." 

The  Chief wanted to k ~ o w  if h e  had any 
;de 1 where this man could be found. 

S;m replied, "It is ncw Tuesday r r o r n i n g  
a t  6:00 A. M. Porter  Numbskull m d  I 
have been locked up since 8:00 P. NI. Sur-
day  evcning m a k i i ~ g  v c r J  near  36 hour., 
which would pive the  th i rd  m a n  time to get 
out ~f the  Republic entirely, but  honorab!r 
Chief, :I ~ G L I~ ' l lkind!; give m t  z~bout  
;our police and  two detectives I w o u l d  like 

I t o  rake  a t r ip  over to t he  Railway c!epot 
and  see if we  c o ~ l d  possibly locate him." 

T h e  request  was gladly grr-itecl, the foul  
police, two detectives, t h e  interpreter  and I, 
S2m all leave for  t he  Ra i lxay  ski t ion.  
They arrived there  10 minutes later,  about 
6:10 A. M. Jus t  a s  they  were  proceed- 
ing down the  station platform, t h e  Covduc-
to r  cried out, "All aboard. '  

I! was the  I t~ terna t ional  l imi t ed  which 



was about to depa r t  for  t h e  States. Sam 
exclaimed, with a fr ightful  roar, "Here, 
Here, Come quick men. There  is t h e  m a n  
getting on t h a t  last  car.  H e  is t h e  one 
that  we a re  looking for." 

'I'\vo police and  two detectives rushed 
up 2nd gmbbed the  man,  Blue, and  placed 
the hand cufis on him. The  Superinten- 

dent, Mr. Eedneck,  and  t h e  station master  
came u p  hastily to t he  policemen and tle- 
m m t l c d  t ha t  t hey  turn this man,  Blue, 
locse ,ind stated t h a t  they h a d  the  r ight  
n,::;; i.1 jail dlrezdy.  

At this remark ,  Sam sp rang  directly in 
front of t he  Supt.,  with clinched fists say- 
hg,  "You're a liar,  you dir ty dog, and  I can 
lick a cow-pen full of your kind." The  
interpreter interfered and  insisted t h a t  
Smi be quiet and  not create a disturbance. 
Jle L t l  to  b2r. Redneck, "Sir, s tand back, 
the h\:now has  thc  man  t h a t  they  a r e  
looking for. Aftcr  the  interpreter  h a d  
Lnished sgeaking the  policemen star ted to 
go back to the  strttion, Sam interrupted 
saying tq the  interpreter ,  "I think i t  i:; w r y

,L, J!I,,c en-' , . t h a t  "Lhese two detetives h~ 

p l a ~ e d  on the  sleeper t h a t  this man,  Elue, 
lvas t,,krn f m m ,  for  t he  object of making a 
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thorough search fc t h e  stolen goods, fur.-
thermore, I will advance twenty c1c~ll:irs 
toward the  expense of two more." The 
interpreter, havingchargc of the party, or-
dered the two detectives to board the car 
2nd make a thorough search and in the 
me-ailwe.  he would wire she t , ~ w c  of 
Progresso to h a r e  two more detectives to 
mee, the trniri there and assist in the 
iearch. 

I,: assurance the detectives saluted the 
interpreter and bor r d e d  the  sleeper. The 
p r ~ gm r i  prisc-eri; >i.oceedecl on to the 
police station. On arriving there the new 
prisoner was searched, but nothing was 
Ebu:?d on him in evidence of the robbery. 
A t  2 :00 F. M. all three prisoners, Sam. 
Numbskull arc1 C!ue were marched 
through the  streets to the (Eerwyn) viz 
the county jail there to await, trial and 
senience. 

There were no lawyers to b~e had in the 
Republic of Mexico t?, interceed for the 
prisoners. The law is that  211 prisoners 
x u s t  stay i r ~sol;t,z;y darkness for 72 5lc.urs 
t o  decide within himself what  to tell the 
jxclze. So no matter what  sentel?ce is im-
posed by the judge, it is the law. After 
15 minutes the party of prisoners rt~nched 
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ihe cclunty jail arid al l  t h ree  were booked 
f o r  robbing sleeping cars. 

The3 were turned  over by the  police to 
the jail guards,  who led them through 7 
(Lrferent gates, being searched t h a t  many 
t'me; they were  separated and put  into 

c\iiTclrtr?~ cells t o  awai t  t he  1ri:lI. A g i n  
the huur:ble and clrcaded picture o f  prison 
life p:e,iented itself to  Sam. H e  thought  
howc~:cr,  t ha t  tbc  worst v a s  ye1 to comc 
m t l  hc oTereci up prayer  a f te r  prayei.. 
i l r  (. . th ree  d a y s  t he  t r ial  is called, t hc  
,73f1412, was a rntlrl wearing a d a r k  suit,  with 
black hair,  side burns and  chin whiskers. 
IT 7'oc\ci.'x fce t  and  weighed about  170 
;hi. Eis eyes ware black and snappy. 

Afte3. 72 hours Sam. Numskull, and Blue 
n-ere brought  in before t h e  b :~rof justice, 
t i  ,,!:ccmcn stood behind them,  g rea t  
; l o r ,  b x s  were  between them and  t h e  
l u d g c ~ .  The  iris1 proceeds, t he  1~ l d g esteps 
LLDto Sam ar3d looks him over f rom head to 
foot, folds his :;lrrvs, and  walks away  sud- 
c ' c ,?~ . , .  

Turning he  asked Sam wha t  his name 
112s. S , L ~told him. H e  asked Sam what 
he k iew about  t h e  robbery. Sam repliec?. 



"Nothing more th: A w h a t  you have in m y  
written statement." 

The  judge said to him, "Did you do the 
r,>bloing?" 

Sam answered,  "I did not." 
The  judge then  put  t he  same questions 

to  both Numbskull and  Blue, and  then he 
returned standing in f ront  of Sam, he said, 
"Men, i t  is not necessary to punish all  three 
of you for  wha t  one Inan has  done, it is 
only one man's work,  now which one of you 
did i t?"  

To this  r emark  no  one replied. He 
then  tvtrned to each individual, starting 
with Sam,  asking him, "Did you do i t?"  

The  answer was, "I did not." 
The  same question was  asked Numb-

skull and Blue. Both men answered the 
mnie a s  Sam had  done, t h a t  t hey  did not 
commit t he  crime. 

'i_ h e  judge continues, "Now men, one of , 
you have lied to me, because all  of the ,
goods have been found." H e  slowly 
walked over to a writing desk, opened a 
d rawer  and  brought  out  a small box and 
brought  i t  over where  t h e  th ree  could see 
t h e  contents, t he  judge said, "Why, men 
according to the  list I have of articles 
stolen, do  not compare very well, I have a 
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grtlat deal more articles than the list calls 
for." Holding each one up as  he called 
the names, he said, "Here are  the three 
diamond rings, the  list only calls for one, 
here are five watches, the  list calls for 
three, here is the gold necklace and four 
hundred dollars in gold, and a diamond 
brooch, the list calls for three hundred and 
fifty dollars. W e  have a lot more than 
we expected." 

The judge then placed the  money and 
jcwclery bsck into the small box and put 
the bt s back into the  dl-awer of the desk 
mil used ;1 Spanish term to the  policemen 
that were standing behind the  three pris- 
oners. Five of them grabbed the  man ,  
Eluc, and carried him out, leaving Sam and 
Numbskull in the  court room. The judge 
handed them each a pamphlet of paper, 
telling them to sign their release. 

He told them tha t  the detectives had 
found all the goods on Blue's car in a 
upper berth in a sock. The mate to the  + 

sock we find in Blue's handbag. The pen- 
alty to be imposed upon him will be fifteen 
years in the salt mines. Sam and Numb- 
skull handed the  papers back to the judge 
with their signatures, the judge took the  
papers, stamped them and handed them 
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back to them, sayi g, "Eoys, you are both 
~eleased."  

"Excuse me judge, kindly may I ask you 
a point of infomation?" 

The judge replies, "Certainly, what is 
it?' '  

Sam continues, "Well sir, I would like t o  
know if there is qttng ,recourse for me for 
being exposed, hu&li&ed, falsely impri- 
soned and having my character impaired? 

The judge asked, "Who authorized your 
arrest?" 

Sam answered, ' f T h  Sleeping car Snpt., 
Mr .Redneck." 

The judge said, "Well, bring him here 
and I will give him the extent of the law." 

S2m thanked the  judge, they were 
turned turned over to the  guards, who dis-
missed them from the prison. The next 
day Sam's feelings wcre hurt  and hopes 
shattered. He suggesied to porter Numb- 
skull that  they go over to the  Hotel where 
the party of passengers were stopping, I 
thinking that  they most asr:iredly woulcl 
show their sympathy to them in dollars and I 

halves, especially after their stolen goods 
had been restored to them. 

But it was the same sad story, mates, he-



,ausc just a s  they  entered the  Hotel lobby 
I and were about  to t a k e  the  elevator, Mrs. 

Specks, who h a d  occupied ber th  No 10, in1 Sam's car  steps up  to t a k e  the  elevator also. 
Sam recognized he r  and  spoke, saying, 

"De:lr Madam, 1 a m  both glad and  sorry 
c,)ncerning the  robbery. I a m  the  porter  
whom the  forty passengers aceused, hu-
ni;liated a n d  imprisaned, nevel-tKe-Iess, 

E
IX'. ,M, I have a heart." 
Mrs. Specks remarked,  "Well, I dont  

c 5 ~ c:.111 t he  authorities hold t h a t  man,  B l t ~ e  
iil ;-Y;.-~>I', he  don't look like a thief .lo1 1nc.)> 

EOI. 

:3,111 r,;ks roughly, "Well who looks like 
:Lthief l o  y o u ? "  
8!1~ ;:11-,wercd, "Never mind about  

I h ~ l ":.rid s tepped into the  elevator. 1
1 S:rn sL(>od nlot;on!ess g,iziny :it t he  car  

2.: i i  xe~c!tcl ,  l?r t11i.nc.d to N ~ ~ n ~ b s c u l land  
s :id, 'I see now,it will be of no  iiecessity to 
see tkc hostess 2:s I find thcse people in t he  ' srmc .iti i tu?e now, as they wtv-p t h e  day  I 
Was locked up." ' S:.m ~ n dNun~bskul l  leave the  hotel and 
clecirie tg view some of t he  sights of t he  
ell?. They met  a s t ranger  011 I h r  next cor- 
ner f i t  rn t he  hotel, supposedly i i  I , ~ ~ J I ; ,  

f r o m  whom they made incruil-ics w p a r ~ l i n z  
r -. c 



the city's points of :literest. They were di-
rected to go and see the 700 years old cath- 
edral. After going six squares they 
reached the cathedral and were admitted 
and welcomed to the  same. The building 
was a large one, covering one and one-half 
acres of land. To their surprise there was 
not one partition in it. Carpenters, brick 
masons and laboring men were all busy, 
whi!e in the  midst, holy services were being 
held. Sam and Numbskull were just 
abcut to leave the edifice, when a stran- 
ger touched him gently on the  arm saying, 
"Pardon me stranger, are  you Ameri-
cans?" 

S2m answered, "We are." 
The stranger continued, "C entlemen, 

allow me to call your attention to these 
beautiful paintings on the  walls this is the 
picture of Maxmillian in his carriage, the 
founder of Mexico, the next one beside it 
is the  portrait of his staff. Sam and Numb- 1 

skull then left the  building, the stranger 
followed them. Sam told Numbskull that ; 
in order to show their gratitude, he was 
going to give the  stranger 25c for being 
kind enough to show and explain the por- 
traits and wished tha t  he would do  the 
sa.me. This was agreed upon and Numb- 
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skull g , ~ w  Sam 2Sc and Sam offered the  
50c lo the stranger. 

Tlqc s t lmger  refused to accept it saying 
t l ~ a iit was not his price. Sam told him 
~ l l t ~ thc did not care what his price was 
that they had volunteered to give him the 
50c :tild to lake it if he wmteil  it. The 
str'mger replied hotly, "My price is eight 
c/o11 : >,i i i  gold apiece and P must have it." 

12iJi:i Sam a n d  Nuninskull showed signs 
c 7 L C  - i n s .  At length Sam said to the 
s LI:L:C>I., "Kind sir,are  j70u a guide." 

" 3  w," w:L,~the reply 
S , n i  s:licl, "Well, show me your badge 

a t 1  license." 
The s r m g e r  did not reply, but turning 

to Numbskull he said, "Do you intend to 
p:iy me or will i t  be neccessary to call the  
police ? " 

At the mention of the police, poor Numb-
slcull coughed u:, the eight dollars leaving 
the iiranger stili insistilig on Sam lo pay 
OR. Sam I n ~ dmany different ihjllgs to p ~ s s  
through his mind. More than once he 
thouyht of the  dreaded prison and the  very 
idea of having to be sent back to it after  
one day's freedom came very ncnr making 
him givc in. At length he mustcwd up 
cou:~gc  and said. "I'm not going to give 
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you a cent and fu..iherrnore I'm going to 
walk just across the street, and if you fol- 
low me to tha t  side, I'm going to plant my /
black fist right square in your nose as hard 
as  I can drive it. 

The stranger did not follow him a n y  fur-
ther. When porter Nun~bskull  saw that j 
he had been swindled he made an effort to 
catch the confidence man, but was too late, 
he had flipped a fast  moving automobile, 
with eight dollars to the  good. 

Numbskull came acl-oss the  street to the 
place where Scin was still standing and 
said to him, "What do think of tha t?"  

S l m  replied, "I don't think anything of 
it, only you looked like an easy mark and 
tha t  bunco man simply took rdvantage 

,a the  opportunity, I guess now, the next 
,,a that  walks up and tells you that  your hair 

is black you'll hand him eight dollars more. 
Come on, I have planned to report to Supt. 
Redneck by noon as I expect to land him in 
,jail by 5:00 P. M. to answer on what 
grounds he  authorized my arrest that 
caused me to be falsely imprisoned." 

The Superintendent through some source 
got wise to Sam's intentions so he spared no 
time in making his get away. When Sam 
and porter Numbskull and two police 
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reached the Superintendent's office, it was 
learned tha t  he had left the  city indefi- 
nitely. One of the  subordinate officers for 
the Supt. assigned Sam and Numbskull to 
get their cars in shape as  the party was 
going to return to Los Angeles on the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Pol-ter Numbsltull was greatly enthused 
to  kilow tha t  he was about to return to the  
Slates. Sam emphatically refused to make 
this trip saying that  he would much ra ther  
tramp his way out of the  Republic than to 
r'c?e oil j. cz~r. with passengers who had 
branded him as  a, thief, and furthermore, 
he was not to leave the city until he 
lisd tlccomplished his aim and tha t  was to 
land the Supt., Mr. Rectneck behind the 
bars. 

S ~ l m  stsycd in the  city ?,O days on his 
own accord b u t w a s  unahle to land his man 
finally ho gxve up the undertaking. He 
went over to the Superintendent's office 
and demanded his pay in ful l  for  past ser- 
vices rendered. This was refused him al-
though the assistant to Mr. Redneck of-
fered Sam a dead-head car to El Paso, Tex- 



1s. Sam accepte,'. IL  as a last sort. 
On his wag to the railway station,ht. met 

a very friendly peon in company with two 1 
senoritas, whom he introduced to Sam, he 1 

insisted on Sam to have a social drink 1 
of pulky, which is their native rlrink. 
Sam drank one glass cf pulky and invited 
his new friends to hsve ?;nother. This 
was repeated several times, event ~lallg 
Xarl realizes that  he had become Ezvn1-
2bly impressed with one of the  s.i~q$.ita~. 
who had given him all neccessary encour-
ment and even declared that  she \vould 
like to go to the  S t ~ t e s  wiih him. 

The peon spoke up, saying, "Yes, my 
pal, my girl and I will go also, if you will 
take us." Sam, knowing tha t  his car was 
to be a dead-her13 decided to take a chance 
or! smuggling them across the border, the 
trio took Sam a t  his word and followed him 
to the station, and then to the car. 

Ssm placed the three in the drawing 
room. At 11:30 P. M. the car was al-
tached next to the caboose 0-1the rear end 
of a frieght train. 

The next night, the  outlaw, Villa and his 
bandits, held up the train, broke open sev- 
e ~ a l  box cars, broke into the  dead-head 
sleeper and took bedding, pillows and linen 
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firing ox er a thousand shots. The poor 
peon in the thawing room was captured 
and made to join the Villa band. The two 
senoritas wew not observed, as  they 
crouched back under one of the seats. 

Sam made his escape to thc  tall grass 
when the first shot was fired. A de-
tachment of the  Colored Tenth Calvary 
came to the  yest ae  of the  train and crew 
and tirosre the bandits away. 

Sum w.is it,u.nd a half h o ~ r  later by the  
Tenth Calver) I I L C I ~ ,I ~ V Pmiles away from 
the place wheie the  hold-up was, crouch-
ing beneath a hay stack. He  was taken 
t a n  s o n  i , a i o . So the  Id 
t h ~ tis s ~ e l iof Am:, he .s in the  ti.t:n(alir> '. 

ghting for ~ h cgl'xllti ( IJ. S. h. 












