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IT has become quite faﬂuonable, of late, by a certain clafs of

. writers, to ridicule the ftate of Conne&icut. Our inhabitants are
A réprefented in the Aurora, the “Watch Tower, the Bofton Chronicle,
% and the Mercury printed by Mr. Babcock, as a wretched, prieft-rid-
3 den and deluded people.  The Legiflature is-denounced as arbitrary
and tyrannical —The clergy as bigots, and the men in office, “as the

3
&
_ 'é enemies of the liberty and happinefs of their fellow citizens.

" Tt ¢annot have efcaped the obfervation of men of ordinary reflec-
tion, that this abufe is offered to Conneéticut becaufe fhe has remain-
ed the unfhaken {upporter of Wathington and Adams.—It became
neceflary in the view of certain men, for reafons which I fhall detail
at large hereafter; to overthrow the adminiftration. which governed
for twelve years pait. This could not be done except by exciting
diftruft and odium againft public men and meafures.—To effe& this,
the newfpapers, fliled Republican, years fince, commenced, and have
carried on a warfare againit the men who were denominated federahﬁs.
In this warfare, truth, virtue and honor have been openly and fhame-
fully facrificed on the altar of party fpirit—and thus the defired
change has been produced. The fame weapons are now employed,
with the avowed defign, to deftroy the confidence of -the people of
Conne&ticut in their rulers, and to drive: them from their ftations,
that others may enjoy them. Among thefe weapons, calumny againft
the manners, habits and religion of the great body of federalifts, is
deemed very 1mportant

My object is, in the: fol].owmg pages, to call the attention of my
fellow citizens to this fubje®&. I cannot do it more effeGtually tham
by adopting the following method.

L. What was Connedicut from her fettlement to the clofe of the reve-
volutionary war 2

T1. What was fhe at the time qf the adoption of the :anﬂztuhoz

", in 1788 2

II1. What was her condition at the clqﬁ: of the adminifiration ty'
Wafbington and Adams ?

IV. Why did an oppofition exift againft tbezr adminiffration ?

V. How was that*oppefition condued > -
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V1. What has been derie by the prefent adminifiration of the United
States ?

VII. What is now attempted to be dome in this flate by thofe who are

" filed Republicans ?

VIII. What means are ufed to effeid their objedt ? ¢

IX. What is the plain duty of thofe who are federalifls, and awho
rejoice to be called the followers of Wafbington and Adams ?

It will be-at once feen, that the anfwers to thefe queftions muft be
confined—I pledge myfelf that they fhall be conformable to truth.

1. What was Conne&licut fram her fettlement to the clofe of the revo-
lutionary war ?

Conne&icut was fettled by a plain, induftrious and virtuous people.
Their obje& was, the acquifition of a fufficiency of property to ele-
vate them above want, and the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty.
The liberty they fought was equally removed from tyranny and k-
centioufne{s—They were too wife and too virtuous to with the latter
—they had too much felf refpeét to fubmit to the former.

To acquire and preferve thefe great objeéts; it was with them a
firft principle that inftruétion, both moral and religious, fhould be en-
joyed by the great body of the people. Hence fchools and churches
were eftablifhed in their fettlements, and a town or fociety without
them, could not be found. Knowing that in a free government, con-
fidence muft be repofed in rulers, they alfo taught refpe& and obedi-
ence for thofe in authority. The Legiflature, feconding the views of
the people, cheerfully co-operated with them to promote the eftablifh-
ment of thefe bulwarks of fociety.

In their progrefs, harmony between the people and the clergy, was
maintained. It was no part of the inftru&tion of our anceftors, that
thofe men who had taken upon them the folemn duty of dire&ing
men to happinefs here, and endlefs happinefs hereafter, were, on that
a:count, to be ridiculed in weekly newfpapers and held up as objelts
-of {corn and hatred. Tt was not then deemed a mark of good fenfe,
or good breeding, or a qualification forpromotion to office, to denounce
minifters of the gofpel and profeflors of religion, as fools, knaves and
hypocrites. No young gentlemen zhen fought popularity by openly
profaning the Sabbath—by pouring contempt on the bible, or by
announcing his belief in deifm, or atheifm. One day in feven was
then kept as a day of public worfhip. Affembling together on this
day—hearing fomething of the world to come, the deftination of all
men, abftaining from labor and -amufement, and learning the great
duties of life, was then decemed as tending to make men wifer and
better—wifer refpeliing their higheft interefts—better as neighbors+—
as members of fociety—as citizens—as rulers—as children—as pas
. rents—as men—as Chriftians.

- This people, planted in a good foil—favored with a healthful cli-
mate—fituated happily for fo much commerce as was neceflary for
their well-being—and thus eftablifhed in the principles of liberty,
morality and religion, foon became a profperous and happy people.

It is not here intended that enthufiafm and bigotry did not tarnith
their religious charaer to a certain degree—or that errors and vices
were not feen, fuffered and deplored—but it is afferted that as much
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virtire was prafticed, and as much happinefs enjoyed, as could ration-
ally have been expected ; and that, on a comparifon with other com-
munities, bere was emmently a good ftate of fociety.

The hiftory of the connection between Connecticut and Great Bri-
tain, and a view of their internal policy, clearly thew, that the peoylc
and their rulers, were the real lovers and firm fuppotters of genuiné
Liberty. All attempts, whether fecret or open, againft their freedom,
were met with the intrepidity of freemen who defpifed even the ap-
pearance of flavery. In the war which feparated them from tkeir
mother eountry, they bore a confpicuous part.. The wildom aad
firmnefs hewn in the cabinet were equalled, if not excelled, by the
patience, fortitude and valor of the field. The officers and. foldiers
of the Conneéticut line, received repeated and bigh commendation from
their beloved commander in chief, and the pralfe of W athington was,
till lately, real glory.

At the clofe of this war, the people of Conne&icut principally re-
turned to their various purfuits of agriculture, commerce and manu-
factures. It will not be forgotten however that the great exertions
made by her citizens—the repeated ravages made upon her fea-port |
towns, together with the other calamities incident to a tedious war,
had exhaufted ‘her Treafury and accumulated a heavy debt. This
leads me to the fecond- enquiry; viz. What was Jbe at the time of the
adoption, of the Conflitution in 1788 2

At this period it appeared that the ftates moft ready and moft able
to lend their aid, were. greatly in advance to the United States, while
they owed to their own citizens for their property and fervices, fums
beyond their ability to difcharge. Some cf the ftates had replerifhed
their trealuries with the avails of confifcations. Ngt fo with Con-
fieQicut—her treafury had not a pepper corn in it—She then owed
a debt of nineteen hundred thoufand dollars.—New-York, her power-
ful neighbor, was draining her to the vitals, by 4 partial impoft, and
there was no general government which poffefled either energy, or
commanded refpe¢t. Her creditors were calling with a voice that
feemed wholly irrefiftible.  Her citizens were exhaufted with the ex-
pence and fatigue of war—a {carcity of money exifted which feemed
to forbid induftry, and this wasrendered more intolerable by a total
want of confidence between the flates and among individuals—the
people were deeply involved in debt, and public and private credit ex-
tfted only in name—labor and produce commanded nothing but a bar.
tering commerce—taxes were enormoufly heavy—conftables, collet-
ors and theriffs, and their wretchedaccompaniments, venduesand gaols,
were among the moft familiar objes, and the enterprize and indufiry
of individuals were'palzied. In the midft of this embarraffment and
perpléxity, no infurre@tion was excited, tho’ the flames of civil war
burft forth in Maflachufetts, and feemed to threaten a wide deftruCtion.
Conne&icut, thus circumftanced, at once united in callmg a conven-
tion to frame a new fyftem of government. The conflitution which
this convention formed; was ratified in this ftate as foon, and with as
great unammlty, as its friends could bave anticipated, and the people
looked to it as their refuge from the evils which they had fo latcly and
fo feverely experienced.



6

Thirdly. What was her condition at the elofe of the adminiflration. of
B afbington aud Adams ?

You have feen that in 1788 Conneéticut exhibited the higheft proof
of depreflion in her financial concerns, and yon have feen her confe-
quent wretchednefs.—In 1800 the debt againft the ftate is cancel-
led.—In 1800 there is in her treafury more than four hundred thoy-
fand dollars in the funded debt of the United States. There is a
permanent fund of one million two hundred thoufand dollars eftablifh-
ed for the fupport of fchools—there is an entire reftorationof confi-
dence among individuals—commerce is profperous beyond the moft
fanguine calculation—induftry, labor, and exertion are amply reward-
ed—The farmer meets a full compenfation for his produce—the
people are relieved from the preflure of debt‘—lands, fences and build-
ings every where exhibit marks of wealth—fchool houfes, churches
and other public edifices have aflumed a new appearance—inftruétors
in literature, morals and religion can now be employed and paid—
public and private credit is eftablithed on fure foundations, and as
many advantages prefented for increafing in riches and importance, in
profperity and happinefs as have fallen to the lot of any people.

Whence this mighty change ¢ Did not the new government in the
hands of its frierids principally contribute to produce it 2 Whence
the entire reftoration of public credit ? Whence the encouragement
to commerce and its prote@ion againft foreign foes ? Is it not owing
to the funding {yftem, a meafure adopted under the eye of Wathing-
ton, and which has been the fubje¢t of much unmerited abufe, that:
this ftate obtained payment of her debt againft the United States,
.and thus difcharged her own debt ? Are not many fchools, academies
and ecclefiaftical focieties indebted to this meafure for their funds 2
Does not Yale College which has long been an ornament to this ftate,
look to this fyftem for much of her {upport ? This College and her
highly and juftly refpe¢ted Prefident, may, for party purpofes, be the
objects of the calumny of certain men, byt I feel an entire confidence,

' that the great body of my fellow citizens, regard them, with delight
and affeion. . They look to that College as a nurfery of virtue, and
they feel an honeft pride that while their fons may there be educated,
it now contains youths from twelve of the fixteen ftates, as will appear
by an infpection of the annual catalogue. There is no town, village
or neighborhood in this ftate where witneffes cannot be found to tef-
tify for this College, and many parents who read thefe remarks, can
{peak in language not to be miftaken, of the enduring good which
their children have thence derived. :

This brief view of the condition of Conne&icut during the admi-
aniftration of Wathington and Adams, entirely juftifies the affgrtion
that in that peried, fhe attained to a ftate of profperity almoft unex-
ampled. Anadminiftration thus beneficial to one ftate, muft of courfe
have been eminently ddvantageous to the other ftates.—Is it not then
more than treafon againft the majefty of heaven, that revilings, bitter-
nefs and calumny againft Wathington and Adams, fhould have ftifled
a generous love to the inftruments and an affeCtionate gratitude to the'
author of fuch diftinguithed bleffings ? ) “

athly. Why did an oppofition exift againft their adminiftration 2
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Tt will be reeolleéted by thofe who recur to the adoption of the

conftitutjon that it met with a violent oppofition in the ftate conven-
tions. This was particularly the cafe in the larger ftates. It was
long doubtful how the queftion' would be decided in Maffachufetts,
New York, Pennfylvania and Virginia. In North Carolina, New-
Hampthire and Rhode Ifland it was, at firft, rejeted. Vermont was
not then a member ‘of the union, and Kentucky and Tenneffee have
“fince been ereCted into ftates. In Comneéticut, New Jerfey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, South Carolina and Georgia it was fpeedily adopted.
Conne&ticut, as was before remarked, clearly faw her future welfare
“in that conftitution—fhe had fuffered enough frem her powerful
-neighbor—fhe withed fuch fecurity againft oppreflive and partial im-
:pofts, as fhe has fince experienced.—Virginia, Pennfylvania and New
York, on the contrary, felt this as a deadly blow to'their ftate pride—
to their gigantic ftrides at national aggrandifement. It. was humilia-
ting to the ancient dominion to learn that Delaware was to have an
equal vote with her in one important branch of the national legifla-
ture.*® :

_ It is‘alfo obvious that the eftablithment of the general government,
muft of neceffity, diminith the greatnefs and grandeur of ftate officers.
Ambition faw no charms in this.—Hence Mr. Jefferfon who had been
governor of Virginmia—Gov. Clinton and Mr. Samuel Adams, were
among its oppofers. This was the fatt refpecting many other lead-
ing men in the feveral ftates, and it isa truth which muft have weight
in this place, that thofe men with few exceptions, who oppofed that
conftitution, have fince been found in the ranks of‘democracy.

“‘When this government went into operation, many great offices were
to be beftowed. Ambition here was on fire. The venerable man
who then prefided filled the offices, with fingular wifdom, but all
could not be gratified. Six judges of the fupreme court were ap-
pointed—How many M¢Keans thought themfelves worthy candi-
dates for thefe places ? Secretaries were appointed—How many
Chancellor Livingftons afpired to that dignity ? How many fought
with anxiety to be Attornies, Marfhals, Colle¢tors, &c. &c. and how
many were forely difappointed ? Perhaps fifty where one was gratifi-
ed.—Here was an ample field opened for the operation of ambition,
not that ambition which ftrives to excel in doing good—but an am-
bition fierce and cruel—impatient of oppofition—an ambition which

" i3 now laboring to deftroy the reputation of Federalifts in Conneti-
cut—which, fince the apoftacy, has been unceafingly infliting mife-
ry on’man—which has gibbeted the fair fame of Wathington,
and which has lately turned Europe into one great {laughter houfe of
human vi&ims. ' :

The funding fyftem was a meafure violently oppofed to the feclings
of the members of Congrefs from the fouth. Tho’ the debt againfk
the United States, was incurred for the general defence, and there-
forea fairdebt againft the union, yet it was principally owned in Penn-

* It will be noticed that this equal reprefentation in the Senate cannot be
altered tho’ other amendments may be made. ‘The writer is told that the fmall
Rates ate indehted for this provition to the late M Sherman, ’
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fylvania and the ftates to the northward of her. It was not pleafing
to thofe who did not own it to contribute for its payment. Patriot-
ifm yielded to felfithnefs in this inftance as it bas fometimes done in
others.

The provifions of the national government were calculated to fofter
commerce, and particularly to augment American thipping. The
extra duties wifely laid on foreign bottoms, and on goods imported
in them, among éther meafures, contributed greatly to this end. It
was forefeen that, without fpch duties, the fhips of other nations,
would come to our ports and tranfport our produce to foreign mark-
ets. 'Thefe duties operated to prevent this meafure and to increafe
fhip building—this to the northern ftates was an object of great im-
partance. The fouthern ftates faw, in this, and other regulations, the
encreafing wealth of New England. This was no confolation to
them. Hence the prefent Congrefs is attempting to repeal thofe du-
ties. The undeniable confequence of a repeal, will be, that other na-
tions will immediately commence cartiers for us—this will diminifh
eflentially the wealth of New England, and this being well underftood
by our merchants, there is but one opinion among them on the fub-
jelt.
! It is furprifing that a Conne&icut man fhould have any doubts on
this queftion, yet we find Abraham Bifhop, who furnifhes many
creeds for his party, tho’ not one of them has any confidence in . his
integrity, publithed a treatife,* ftrongly urging that all our fhips
fhouid be deftroyed, and other nations, become our carriers. Such a
treatife, one would apprehend, would be as fittle relithed among the
New England merchants and fhip builders, as a treatife in favor of re-
pealing the tax on diftilleries—both are well adapted for the climate
of Virginia, where*they.build no fhips, but manufa&ure much whifs
ky. In New England itis yet decemed more advantageous to morals
and health, and more conducive to profperity, to be celebrated for
the number of our fhips, than the number of our diftilleries.

The war in Europe which originated in the French revolution,
tended to augment the oppofition of which I am fpeaking.—Frarce
at this period, broached a fet of new doétrines, on almoft every {ub-.
je&.—All the maxims in politics, morals and religion which had been
fan&ioned by the wifdom of ages, were openly exploded. The fafci-
nating theory that all reftraints upon the paffions, and that government
itfelf, were curfes, was advocated. It was proclaimed that a new era
had begun, and the people of the United States were kindly invited
to aflit Frenchmen to eftablith a mellenium, and participate with
them in its joys.—Self government alone was enjoined, and weak and
wicked men were affured that they were foon to be perfeét and God-
like.<—It was a part of the fame fyftem to confider Great Britain as
in hoftility with the reft of the world, and that it was the duty of all
nations to efpoufe the caufe of France againit this common enemy.
Genet, aided by many of our countrymen, was {pfeading this net of
deftruttion for us, by calling to his aid the confideration that during

* It thould be mentioned that this was before his father was made colleGor of
the port of Hew Haven.
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oiir revolution, his nation affifted us. Evcry engine was employed to
excite the paffiens of Americans to enter into this dreadful contro-
verfy.—About this period the famous refolutions of Mr. Madifon,
which were always confidered as the produion in reality of Mr.
Jefferfon, were fubmitted to Congrefs. The “obvious tendency of
thefe was to draw clofer the bands between us and France, and to
indireély attack Great Britain,

Wathington and his councils, faw, in this enchanting fyﬁem—thxs
fafcinating Frenchrtheory, nothmg but mifchief. He faw that, under
the {pecious garb of attempting to ameliorate the condition of man,
a wild and intemperate. attack was made, on the peace, order and
happinefs of the world. Inftead therefore of liftening to the voice
which endeavored to allure the United States into that terrible vortex
of French politics, he refifted every attempt to produce a partiality
for either of the contending parties, and eftablifhed with the ftriteft
good faith, an upright and dignified neutrality.—Here he incurred
the keen refentment of French phllofophers and their dutiful difciples.
Hence we find that during the firft four years of his prefidency, war
was proclzumed agamﬁ him and his meafures, in a newfpaper, printed
by one Freneau who was then fecretary to Mr. Jefferfon.

Fifthly. How was that oppofition conducted 2

In this bufinefs the Jacobin focieties were the great and efficacious
agents. It was early difcovered in France that a revolution could not
be effected except by the eftablifhment of Jacobin clubs—Thefe con-
centrated all information relating to the objefts in view, and controul’d
the nation. Extended to every part of the kingdom, they fecretly

yet irrefiftably operated, ’till they produced the death of the king—.
def’croyed the lives of more than five millions of people and placed-a
foreigner on the throne.—Thus the millenium in which we were urged
to participate, has iffued in an abfolute defpotifm.—What a eulogy
this upon the wifdom which dictated & neutrality.

Taught by France, the democrats eftablifhed fimilar focieties herc,
ahd they now exift in Conneéticut, under the impofing name of R~
publzam Societies. .,

In the focieties eftablifhed in Philadelphia, New-York, &c. plans
of operation were devifed, and all the interefts of democracy, were
promoted. Regular communications were made, and correfponden-
cies eftablithed. It was here agreed thatcertain printing prefles fhould
be employed in the work of oppdfition, and that means of every de-
fcription fhould be ufed.  From one of thefe preffes which has always
been under the immediate eye of Mr. ]efferfon, when General Wath-
ington declared his intention to decline are-cleftion, there appeared
the following malignant libel on thlg faviour of his country.

Extra& from &be Avrora.

¢ Now letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have
¢ feen thy falvation,” was the pious ejaculation of a man who beheld
¢ a flood of happinefs ruthing in on mankind ; if ever there was a
& time that would licence the reiteration of thls exclamation, the
¢ time is now arrived : for THE MAN WHO IS THE SOURCE OF THE,
“ MISFORTUNES OF OUR COUNTRY, is this day reduced toa level

-
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« with his fellow citizens and is no longer poflefled of power to
« murTirLy EviLs on the United States: If ever there was a pe-
« riod for rejoicing this is the moment. Lvery heart in unifon with
« the freedom and the happinels of the people ought to beat high.
¢ with exultation that the name of Wafhington from this day ce..s
to give currency to POLITICAL INIQUITY AND TO LEGALIZE
€ CORRUPTION. A new era is opening upon us—an era that prom-
ifes much to the people, for public medfures muft now ftand on
their own merit and NEFARIOUS PROJECTS cail no longer be fup-
“ ported bya name. Whena retrofped is taken of the Wathington
¢ adminiftration for eight years, it is 2 fubje@ of the gredteft afton-
« ifhment that 2 fingle individual could have CANKERED THE PRIN-
CiPLES OF REPUBLICANIsM in an enlightened people, and fhould
have carried His DESIGNS AGAINST THE PUBLIC LIBERTY fo far
¢ as to have put in jeopardy its very exiftence. Such howéver are
the facts, and with thefe ftaring us in the face THis DAY OUGHT
TO BE A DAY OF JUBILEE IN THE UNITED STATES.”

Every meafure of the adminiftration was denounced as hoftile to
the liberty and happinefs of the people, and the moft inflammatory
appeals were made to the paffions. The hatred generally prevalent
againit royalty was feized upon, and the general charges of love of
monarchy, and tendency to ariftocracy, were reféunded in every quar-
ter. The members of Congrefs, who were in the oppofition, made
the moft profufe profeffions of their love of the people, and their zeal
for the rights of man, and thefe were treated as tho’ they were fincere.
—It was not then confidered by all, that fuch profeffions are like
the founding brafs and the tinkling cymbal, and that ninety-nine times
in a hundred, they are di¢tated by a bafe and hypocritical heart. Tt
is a fa& worthy of particular notice that fimilar means were conftant-

Iy reforted to by French Jacobins whom the American democrats
feemed to have taker as their models. Thoufands of men were guil-
lotined i;] France upon the broad accufation of their being friends to
royalty—nay, at one period, fu/picion of this crime produced condem-
nation and execution: .

A few troops raifed to defend us when -expofed to a war with-
T'rance, were proclaimed a ftanding army to rivet the fetters of defpo-
tifm.—An alien a& calculated to guard againft foreign emiffaries
preying on our vitals, was ‘declared an abolition of the trial by jury.—
A {edition law, punifhing the authors of falle and malicious libels
againit the government, and mitigating the rigor of the common law
which forbids the truth of the publication to be given in evidence,
was dencunced as an abridgmentjof the liberty of the prefs, and as
uncouftitutional.

Aware however that thefe chafges were too general in their nature

10 accomplith the obje@, the enerhies of the adminiftration reforted to
means {hll more bafe and deteftéble. Hence the walls of Congrefs
were once difgraced with a charge againft Wathington of embezzling
the public money—and thus the man who had refufed any other re-
ward than bare fupport for' more than thiity years of laborious, pain,
ful and exalted fervices, and who deferved the firft place in the affec-
tions ef his countrymen, was hung up to infamy.

-~
-~
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A fimilar accufation was made againft Hamilton while Secretary
f the Treafury. “The public mind however was not then fufficiently
poxfoned to tolerate fuch flanders, and they were foen: configned to
oblivion.—For a year or two before the laft Prefidential ew@uon, the
- Aurora of Philadelphia, the Watch Tower of New-York, the Chroni-
“cle of Bofton and the Bee and the Mercury of Connecticut,aflumed new
vigor and made new and more unpriacipled attacks on all men of dif=
tinction of the federal party. 1In thefe papers, the Secretary of State,
"Timothy Plc&evmg, whofe character had been fpotlefs from his youth,
was openly charged with robbing the T reafury of millions of dotlars
—Olwer Wolcott, alike refpe&ed for talents and integrity, was ac-
cufed of burning the war office to conceal the wicked tranfaltions of
the public oﬂi,ers——Px efident Adams, who had been thirty years em-
ployed in the high, offices of member of] Congrefs, arr'baffador, Vice-
Prefident and Prefident of the United States, .was denounced as a
“¢¢ hoary headed traitor,”” and the murderer of ]onathan Rcbbing—
and the tomb of Wathington was aﬁ'zulgd with the unhallowed hands
of thefe ruffians in {lander.

The mott aétive agents in fupplying thefe prefles with fuch materi-
als; were foreigners, Duane, Cheetham, Wood, and Callender, who
fEd from the juftice of their own country, with chara&ters black as
midnight darknefs.—~Thomas Paine, the boldeft blafphemer which
this or any other age hath known, affifted in this work of deftru&ion.
Abraham Blihop, a minor and underling among thefe champions of
falfehood and-malignity, yiclded his aid in this caufe. This mufhroom
orator, in his oration of Sept. 1800, pointed the public attention to
the enafimous falarles of the officers of government and particularly to
'the, extravagant income of David Auftin, Efq. thén colle€or of the
port of New-Haven. I befr the reader to bear this fat on his
fnind.

Now, my fellow citizens, how many of the abowe charges are
true ? The government has been two years in the hands of the demo-
‘crats:  If they can prove thefe falls, they are certainly inexcufable
for negletting it. Yet what evidence have they exhibited to the
public mind thus agitated and inflamed. On the contrary the above
charges are now admitted by the democrats to be groundlefs.—~T'o be
fure, the charge is ftill made that the federalifts are the friends of
monarchyand the enemies of republicanifm. This is now the burden
of their fong. Such charges may be always made—from their nature
they can never be refuted.  No candid mind would place any reliance
on {uch an accufatien.efpecially when it comes from a rival and an
enemy. But where is the proof of the treafon and murder of Mr.
Adams ? Of the plunder of Mr. Pickering ? Of the arfon .of the
war-office of Mr. Wolcott ? Where is the man of the leaft pretences
to reputation that now dares to affert his belief in them? They are
now known and admitted to be wicked fabrications—ifhamelefs falfe-
hoods. Tt fhould be added, that a certain book called the ¢ Prof-
pe&t before Us,” printed by Callender, was among the moft confpi-
_cuous of the libels on the paft adminiftration, and that Mr. ]eﬁ'erfon
“paid one hundred dollars from his own pocket, and two hundred m
the remiflion @ a fine, for this pubhcatxon.
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By thefe and various other fimilar means was an oppofition for
12 years, maintained, and at length the government was transferred to
thofe to whom the ¢ doors of honor and confidence were burft open.”
“They were indeed bur/? open, but the means were fuch as fhould cover
with fhame thofe who committed the burglary.

That thefe high accufations were falfe is already proved—but there
is a piece of teftimony, on this {ubject, which muft be irrefiftable to
democrats, Mr. Jeﬂ‘[érfon in his inaugural fpeech announced to the
Union that our ¢ government was in the full tide of fuccefsful exper-
iment and that it had hitherto kept us firm and free.”” This ¢ pre-
cious confeflion,” defigned not to applaud his predeceflors, comes
Awith great weight. Itis the declararion of an enemy—it originated
therefore not from affeGion—and is it not true ?

Thus we have feen that thofe now in power obtained their elevation'
by decrying the meafures and calumniating the charaéter of Wath.
ington and Adams, and yet we fee them glorying in the profperity
and happinefs of the nation produced by their adminiftration,
If there be four millions and half of dollars in the T'reafury, let it be
forever remembered, that not a cent of it was brought there by the
ruling party—nay, the Treafury was thus enriched by thofe meafures
which have been the fubjet of unceafing reproach and cenfure.—By
calumniating thefe meafures and their authors, certain men have, fuc-.
ceeded to elevated flations and now demand the Hofannas of.the
people ! ! filence—a deep filence, on this fubject, fhould feize their
Lips 1! ‘ :

Sixthly. What has been done by the prefent adminiftration of the United
States ? '

1. Nothing has been done to fecure the freedom of the prefs. 'The
fedition a&t expired under the. former adminiftration and a federal
houfe refufed to revive it.

Gov. M’Kean who has long ftood at the head of the democratic.
party in Penn{ylvania, in his late fpeech to the Legiflature of that
ftate, complained in bitter terms of the liberty of the prefs, and
{trongly urged an attention to that fubjeét. a

George Hay, one of the executive Council of the ftate of Virgin-
ia, the warm advocate of Jefferfon and Republicanifm, attacked in
the highway J. T. Callender for publithing a libel upon him. He
bruifed him and left him half dead. Not content with this unautho-
rized outrage, he procured him to be committed to prifon by the Re- .
publican ' Juftice of Henrico County becaufe he could not procure
bonds that he would publith n@ more hibels on democrats. Thisisa
reftraint on the liberty of the prefs which no Court in England dare
impofe anid which was never before attempted in this country. It is
true that he was afterwards difchai'ged by another tribunal and his im-
prifonment declared illegal. This 15 the Callender fo amply rewarded
for publifhing the ¢ Profpe& before us.” .

Ambrofe Spencer, the Attorney General of the State of New-
York, whofe wicked perfecutions in the council of appointment,. will
confign his name to netoriety, has lately indi¢ted a printer at Hudfon,
for a libel on Mr. Jefferfon. It will furprize plain men in Conneéti~
cut to be told, that this guardian of the rightsof the people, this
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Jover of the freedom of the prefs, oppofed a continuance of the pro-
“fecytion to the next term of the court, on'the ground that the defend-

ant could’ not give the truth  of the publication in evidence. Here, my

fellow L1t17ens, is a {pecimen of the profefion and pradice of certain.
men.—The fedition law, they exclaimed was tyranmml and oppref-
five—yet undeér this the perfon accufed might jultify by proving the ”
allegations charged—Now federal printers “fhall be indited at common

law, and be denied that important privilege.
¢ I know thefe alts of individuals are not chargeable upon Mr. Jef-
ferfon—but by thenmrwe plainly difcover the freedom of the prefs which = |
democrats intend to allow to Federalifts. ﬂ,ﬁ

2., _'The prefent adminiftration have not ditbanded any ftanding ar-
my. " The troops raifed under Mr. Adams were by him difcharged
in'1800. A few Soldiers have indecd been difmiffed by, Mr. jefferfon
and a very few officers, and whether this was not rather a bait for
popularxty, than of real ufe, time will decide.

3. Theereftion of a navy wasa fubjeét of much complaint a"'am{'t
VVthmgton and Adams.—Without aftcmptmg to juftify a meafure
which our fituation fo obvioufly diQated, and without mentioning the
late project for a dry dock fufficient to contain twelve frigates,
and without comparing this preje¢t-with the fituation of the boy
who expénded all his money in buying a purfe, 1 fhall only remark
that within fix months after the reduction of the navy by the prefent
adminiftration, our commerce in the Mediterranean rendered it abfo-
lutely neceffary to fit out feveral frigates at a very enormous expence ;
and the meflage of December laft urges the bumilding ef feveral {mall
fhips. Such a eulogy upon the former attempts to rear a navy, ex-
torted from its enemies, is a proud triumph.

4. The judiciary a& of 1801 has been repealed and fixteen judges
removed from office. This meafure is viewed by all federalifts and
many democrats, as dire&ly oppofed'to the Conftitution.. The pre-
tence that the faving of the falaries of thefe judges is the truereafon, will *
never be refpefted when twenty thoufand dollars was ufelefsly expen-
-ded in {ending Mr. Dawfon to France, and thirty-two thoufand upon
the Berceau. It is now generally admitted thatif thefe fixteen judg-
es had been of the prevailing fe&, the law would not have been re-
pealed. If any doubts however remain, the lapfe of a fhort time
will remove them.

5. The internal taxes have been repealed. Thefe taxes were odious
to the people inthe back parts of the fouthérn States. Their crea-
tion caufed one ferious: infurre@ion in Pennfylvania, as Mr. Gallatin
_can teftify. The real groind of this repeal was the gratification of

i~this great phalanx of the fupporters of the ruling party, and Mr.
Giles, who advocated the meafuré; has fo declafed

; The revenue from this fource was nearly one million of dollars an-
nuaxly It was a work of much time to put this fyftem into operation,
and at the moment when it had affumed the imporgance for which it

. was defigned, and afterthe faith of government had pledged the avails,
to the public credu:or‘:, it was abolifhed.

If the government did not neéd the aid of fuch an important rev.
enue, why not reduce the duties on the neceffaries of laife ? To the
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great body of ouf farmers, the heavy duties on brown fugar, falt, bo-
hea tea and molaﬁ'gs, are grlevances, but . they feei littie intereft in
affording relief to pleafure carriages, whifkey, loaf {ugar and lawyers.
It has been contended that the matienal debt is a great evil and
fliould be diminifhed as faft as poffible. This'is true. Why not then
fink this debt with thefe taxes ? Why abufe the former adminiftration
for the exiftence of a debt and deftroy the means by them provxded
to dlfchawge it ?
6. 'The prefent adminiftration have  extinguifhed a part of the na-
“ tional debt, and have now four millions and an half of dollars in the
Treafury. Three millions of this money was there at the clofe of the
paft adminiftration, and, ashas been already remarked, not a cent of
the refidue has been produced by any of the meafures of the ruling
party. It istheavails of cuftorh houfe bonds takenbefore March, 1801.
It will alfo be recolleéted that on the adoption of the conﬁltutlon,
the federalifts affumed the management of an entirely new government
—ftrongly oppofed in its' origin, and which was to be fo adminiftered
as to fecure to the people of the United States, the great objects in
view. 'They contended with various conflicting interefts arifing from
within—with two powerful infurreGions—with tedious and expenfive
wars with the Indians——with depredations on our commerce from the
Englith to the amount of four millions of dollars—with fimilar de-
predations from the French to the amount of twenty millions—with a
war in Europe new in its nature and unexampled in its crimes—with
the intrigues of a foreign government aiming at univerfal power—
with oppofition to every important meafure from a ftrong party ‘at
home and with the bittereft calumny from. thofe who were, by any
and every mean, attempting to fupplant them.- Againft all thefe ob-
ftacles they progrefled in national wealth and importance—They re-
ftored public credit—ipfured domeftic tranquility—eftablifhed and pre-
ferved the faith, dignity and honor of the nation—f{unk more than
four millions of the public debt-—left a full treafury and faw the peo-
ple more profperous than any country on the globe. Thofe who
have fucceeded them, now ftand on the foundation which they laid—
lift their heads to the fkies and boaft of the wealth and glory which
{urrounds them—not fargcitmg but calumniating the authors of this
mighty good.
¢ Let him that putteth off the harnefs boaft”’—When Mr. Jeffer«
fon_and his party fhall have guided our councils for twelve years, and
ave produced as, great acceflions to'national importance and glo-
1y, as were produced by Wafhmgto*n and Adams and their councils,
then may he be indulged in fpeaking in terms of contempt of thofe
who have preceded him—then may they boaft of fomething éreater
than empty profeflions.
7thly. The prefent adminiftration have done much in one refpect.
Many fcderah{ts have been removed from office and their places
filled with democrats. Many men, reduced to poverty by faithful’
exertions in the revolutionary war, ‘and to whom Wathington had giv-
en a bare fupport, have experienced the tender mercies of the wery be-
nevolent and philanthropic Jefferfon, and of his humbke infrument Gid=
eon Granger,
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. Tt is in vain to pretend as is falfely and wickedly infinuated in the
‘late extraordinary proclamation of Samuel Bithop, Efq. and others,
that thefe removals have originated in the mal-conduct of the officers.
Mr. Jefferfon’s letter to the New-Haven metchants, and Mr. Gran-
ger’s defence, both admit that many have been difplaced merely to
make room for their friends.

Isthis the manly and dignified deportment of a chief magiftrate—
of the father of his country ? Isit required of a Prefident that he
fhould thus proclaim himfelf the head of a party ? Is here none of
that ¢ politieal intolerartce,¥—none of that poifon to ¢ focial inters
caurfe,” which renders ¢life a dreary thing ?”’—Let candor and in-
tegrity reply. ‘ ' :

It was faid by the friends of Mr. Jefferfon that fhould he fucceed
to the chair, no man would be difplaced for his political opinions.
His inaugural {peech gave great countenance to the affertion. It
meant that—or it meant nothing, or it meant to delude the people—the
alternatives are very unfortunate. :

Mr. Jefferfon fafe in the high office of Prefident and enjoying, his
25,000 dollars per annum, was willing to eonciliate the affe@ions ‘of
his political opponents. Hence his foothing fpeech on leaving the
fenate—Hence the magic {moothnefs of his inaugaral addrefs,.—Not
o with thofe who had toiled and intrigued to elevate him.—They
had indeed fpoken in language'of thunder againft the removal of any
democrat by the federalifts, tho’ oply one or two inftances occurred
during twelve years—They had declared that fuch a procedure was
unjuft and tyrannical. ~ Witnefs the often quoted fpeechof the organ
of the party in this State, Mr. Granger, on the queftion of .the re-
appointment of Mr. Bull to the office of Juftice of Quorum in May
1800. Thefe, however, were only profefions—“By THEIR FRUITS
SHALL YE k0w THEM.”—When their party in the United States
had prevailed, - their language inftantly changed, and they preffed
M. Jefferfon to the removals which he has made. On this fubject
let the follo\wing fa&s fpeak.

In April 1801, and within a few weeks after the ele&ion of Mr.
Jefferfon, the Editor of the Aurora began to calumniate him for per-
mitting federalifts to remain in office. In the courfe of his rématks
he exprefled himfelf nearly in the following memorable words : < In
THE NAME OF GOD WHAT HAVE WE REPUBLICANS BEEN -CON-
TENDING FOR, IF FEDERALISTS ARE TO HOLD THE OFFICES.”
.This was the language of Wm.-Duane, who is now receiving the
higheft emolument from the government of any man in the United
States, except Mr. Jefferfon, and therefore is now inceflantly chaunt-
ing its praifes. 'Is it not the language of the leading democrats
every where ? ‘ ’
... In May 1801 there was a meeting of the heads of department and
many of their friends at Wathington. Mr. Jefferfon here ftated that
he was prefled from all/patts of the Union and particularly from Con-
nellicut; to adept the plan recommended in the Aurora. It was then
'?greed that he fhould begin and. carry on the work which we have

een. ,

“In June followin g there was a cenventien ef the leading democrats
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of the ftate of Neéw-York on Lo‘ng'Iﬂand. 1t  was there determired
that the Ceuncil of Appointment in that ftate thould adopt fimilar-
meafures and thus give countenance to the Prefident. Hence the
profcriptions of Ambrofe Spencer and his affociates.

It is remarkable that the perfons in Conneéticut who were the firft
to clamor againft the former adminiftration and the moft vehement in
their abufe “of ‘Wathington and Adams, have fought and obtained
offices.  Certain names here inftantly occur—Granger, Wolcott,
Kirby,* Huntington, Judd, Hyde;t Bithop, Wilcox, DeWitt, Fof-
dick, Dodd, Hotckifs, Atwater, &c. &c. &c. Thefe are .witnefles
to the fa&. The fame, I prefume, may be faid of the democrats in
the other ftates.

And now, my fellow eitizens, did thefe men oppofe the govern-
ment of Wathington and’ A dams from principle or from interefled views

-.of office 2 Are they the friends of Republicanifm ? or have theyhun-
gered after the ¢ loaves and fithes” of office? Do they love the
people, or THE PEOPLE’S MONEY ?

8thly. The prefent adminiftration have reduced no falaries.

It was formerly faid that the Prefident and all the officers of gov-
ernment ‘received #o0 great compenfations. See Babcock’s paper in
1800 and mark the repeated railings on this {ubje&.' See the oration
of A. Bifhop in September of that year, in which all the froth and
venom of that writer is exhaufted to excite public indignation on this
account. Indeed the univerfal language of democracy then was, if
our party prevail they will relicve the people of part of #bis burden.

Now what is the fa& ? Not a falary has been reduced a fingle
cent—The fees of two ‘or three colleftors in large cities were dimin-
ifhed in a trifling degree—Thhis is all that has been done on this great
head of clamor. Nay, a republican Houfe of Congrefs in March
1802, revived an a& which had expired on the laft of December
1801 by which all the falaries of the great officers of government,
wére augmented.

Mr. Bifhop’s father is now receiving feveral hundred dollars more
than was received by David Auftin, Efq. againft which his oration
was fo pointedly aimed.—Mr. A. Wolcott’s income is nearly 3000
dollars*per annum——and where is the warning voice of.the bar room
orator? ‘Why, Mr. Babcock, is your paper filent as midnight on’
this once feeling fubjeét 2 Why not a fyllable uttered againft 25,000
dollars to Mr. Jefferfon ? Is'there not proof from this fingle faé fuf-
ficient to comvince him who feeks only the public good, that the
chiefs in democracy applaud the prefent adminiftration, not becaufe

_ the great and important interefts of the country have been fecured and.
" maintained but becaufe by have been promoted to places of honor
and profit. :

* Mr. Kirby was a federalift till the office of Collettor at the port of New=
Haven became vacant by the death of Col. Fitch. He applied for that office as
he has declared—it was given to David Auftin, Efq—Quere—If he had obtain=
ed the office would he have been a democrat ?

+ Mr. Hyde was appointed a-Commiffioner en bankrupts eftates, but ke de-
clined xt—'hu\hmg that he deferved more of the Republic.
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gtHly. The principal of the prefent adminiftration bas indeed done
one thmg _highly deferving of notice.

In the {pring of 1801 he invited Thomas Pame to this country
jby the following affe¢tionate letter.

" ¢ You exprefled a with in your letter to return to America by a’
‘¢ national fhip : Mr. Dawfon who brings over the treaty, and who
¢ will prefent you this letter, is charged with orders to the captain
¢ of the Maryland to receive and accommodate you back, if you
¢ “can be ready to depart at fuch a fhort warning. You will, in gene-
¢ ral, find us returned to fentiments worthy of former times; in
¢ thefe it will be your glory to have fteadily labored, and with as
“ much effe&t as any man living. That you may live long to continue
¢ your qf ¢ful labbrs, and reap the reward in the thankfulnefs of na-
“ tions, is my fincere prayer. Accept the affurances of my bigh ¢ffeem
¢ and gfedtionate attachment. TH. JEFFERSON.”

LN

«

On the zoth of July 1796 this Paine wrote a letter to George
Woafhington which was printed by the then Editor of the Aurqra,’
which contained the following obfervations.

« I know that had it not been for the aid received from France, in
¢ men, money and fhips; that your cold and unmilitary condu&
¢ wonld, in all probability, have loft' America. You flept away
“¢“your time in the field till the finances of the country were com-
¢ pletely exhaufted, and you have but little fhare in the glory of the-
¢ final event.”” [Page 10.]

¢¢ 1 declare myfelf oppofed to almoft the whole of your adminif-
s¢ tration 3 for I. know 1t to have been deceitful, if not even per-
“ fidious.”” [Page 5.7

¢ Errors and caprices of the temper can be pardoned and ‘for-
# gotten ; but a cool, deliberate crime of the heart, fuch as Mr.
- Wathington is capable of adling, is not to be wathed away.”
[Page 39.]

¢ The injury which Mr, Wathington’s adminiftration has done to
¢ the charaler as well as to the commerce of America, is too great
¢ to be repaired by him.”" [Page 49.]

« In what a fraudulent light muft Mr. Wathington’s charadter
¢ appear in the world when his declarations and his condu& are com-
¢ pared together.” [Page 49.]

¢ Tt is laughable to hear Mr. Waﬂungton talk of his fympathetic
% feelings, who has always been remarked, even among his fnends,
« for not having. any.” [Page 54.]

. The fuccefsful {kirmifhes at the clofe of the campaign of 1776,
( matters that would fcarcely be noticed in a better ftate of things)
make the Brilliant exploits of General Wathington’s feven years
campaign.—No wonder we fee fo much pufillanimity in the. Prefi«
¢ dent, when we fee {p little enterprlfe in the General.”” [Page 57.]

“ Asto you, Sir, treackerous in private friendfhip, and a Aypocrite
“ in public life, the world will be puzzled to decide whether you'are
¢ an apoflate or an impoflor ; whethet you have abandoned good prin~
¢ _ciples, or whether you ever hal any.” [Page 64. }
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At this fame office of the Aurora were printed the firft and fecond
part of Paine’s Age of Reafon. In this book are the following foul
blafphemies. L 7 ‘ B

Where he fpeaks of the refurreétion of the faints at our Saviour’s
crucifixion, this paffage is prefented : |

¢ Matthew fhould have told us whethér they came out naked and
¢ all in natural buff, he-faints and fhe-faints, or whether they came
¢ full drefled, and where they got their drefles—whether they went
¢ to their former habitations and reclaimed their wives, their hufbands
¢ and their property, and how they were received—whether they en-
¢ tered ejeCtments for the recovery of their poffeflions, or brought
€ a&ions of crim. con. againft the rival interlopers—whether they re-
¢ mained on earth, and followed their former occupations of preach-
« ing or working, or whether they died again, or went back to their
¢ graves and buried themfelves.” , ‘

Again, {peaking of the prophecy of Iaiah, ¢ Behold a virgin lhall
< conceive and bare a fon,” he fays, ;

« Tt certainly was not a-difficult thirig in any time of the world to
« find a girl with.child, or_to make herfo ; and perhaps Ifaiah knew
¢ of one before-hand : for I do not fuppofe that the prophets of that
« day were any more to be trufted than the priefts of this.””

And left this fhould not fuffice, he adds,

¢ The fable of Jefus Chrift, taking it as it is told, is blafphémoufly
¢ obfcene. It gives an account of a young woman engaged to be
% married, and while under this engagement, fhe is, to {peak plain
« language, debauched by a ghoft. This ftory is, upon the face of
‘¢ jt, the fame kind of ftory as that of Jupiter and Leda, or that of
¢ Jupiter and Europa, or any other of the amorous adventures of
¢« Jupiter.”

"~
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Shall the fucceffor of Wathington take to hisarms the wretch who

" thus attempted to blaft his fair fame ? -~ 'Will the firft magiftrate of a

nation profefling the Chriftian religion, invite to our fhores and

cherifh in our bofom this fcoffer of the Saviour—this blafphemer of
God ! !!

Seventhly. What is now attempted to be done in this flate by thofe
awho are fliled Republicans ?- _

The anfwer to this queftion is plain. The people, in this ftate,
have obferved a fingular uniformity in their ele@ions. Although the
Governor*and all the other high officers of the Legiflature—the
judges of the various courts of law, and juftices of the peace, are an-
“nually ele@ted, yet they are, except in very few inftan¢es, re-appointed.
Such mifconduét alone prevents as fubjects the candidate to reproach.
'The people have theught it no objeftion to a man that he has receiv-
ed the repeated approbation of his fellow citizens, and that experi-
ence was no difqualiﬁcation'.f Hence the judges of pur Courts feel
that independence which is fecured in offices holden during good be-

. havior—a tenure of the office of a judge lefs ftable would be greatly
to be lamented. And will it not’be acknowledged that our eleétions
thus uniform have preferved a great fhare' of political "happinels 2
‘Who will fay that in this ftate"the important interelts of fociety are
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mot as well protefted and the great objefts -of government as well
promoted as in any portion of the globe? And has not peace ard.
tranquility generally prevailed >—But an attempt is now making to
remove your Governor, Lieufenant Governor, every member of the
Council except ons—your Secretary and Treafurer, and to fill their
' places with men, to fay the leaft, whofe charafers will not endure a
comparlfon. If fuch'a change can be effeted and a democratic ma-
Jorlty is fecured in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, there will follow a
change of all your other officers. The judges of your fuperior and
inferior Courts—Juﬁlces of the peace, fheriffs, &c. &c. muft be fuc-
ceeded by thofe who now pant for their places. Will your Supreme:
Court of Errors, and your Superior Court'deferve more of your con-
fidence when filled by fuch men? Do fuch men feek your good, or is
their objet a gratification of their own ambition ?

Let 1t not be faid that a democratic' Legiflature will not thus con.
du&t—Lock at the ftates in which democracy has prevailed and fee
its operations.

Eighthly. What means are ufed to effed@ their object ?

In May 1800 a megting of the leading democrats of this ftate was
holden, and they eftablifhed themfelves into what they termed a Re-
pu%can {ociety, in imitation of ‘the Jacobin clubs of which I have
ipo This has been continued ever-fince. There are branches of

this focxety in ebch county and town. Here originated the firft gen-
eral nominationin Conne&icut. It was printed at'Suffield, or in the
neighborhood, under the eye of Mr. Granger in the fummeér of 180c.
This general meeting is holden at Hartford and New-Haven in May
and October during the feflions of the Legiflaturc—delegates hold
{pecial conventions juft before each freemen’s meeting to de%wnate the
perfons to be fupported at the then enfuing eleGion. Such a con-
vention was holden at Killingworth in Auguft laft, and as the bufinefs
was of a fecret nature all the democrats of the town were excluded
‘except Gen: Wilcox, hisbrother, and Noah Lefter, Efq. The re-
fult of their doings is tranfmitted to each County firlt—then to
each town. The general meeting, at the feffion of the Legiflature,
decideiwhat queftions fhall be brought before the Houfe of Repre-
fentatlves for difcuffion—what fubjeéts will moft inflame the. ‘paflions
and create party fpirit. It direfs alfo the topics to be difcuffed in’
Babcock’s paper,-and the complaints to be urged to the people.

‘Hence originated what was called the Baptift petition which was
circalated thro’ the ftate and obtained feveral thoufand figners, many
‘of whom doubtlefs honeftly fought the public: good. ~ After this
petition had been' fufficiently circulated, it was thought proper to
afk of the General Affembly, in May laft, to affign it for trial on a
particular day, perhaps hoping that the requeft would be denicd—it-
was however granted and: Mr." Edwards ‘and 'Mr. Granger, it was
faid, were to advocate it. 'Thefe gentlemen however did not appear
and of courfe no trial was had. The Aflembly, ftill willing to'examine
its merits, referred it to a committee of eighteen members from the
two houfes, to enquire and report. By this committee, f{everal of
whom were fuppofed to be its advocates, it was: thoroughly canvafled
and every gentleman profefled hinifelf entirely {atisfied that there wag
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no ground of complaint which the Legiflature could remove, except
John T. Peters, Efq. who declared that nothing fhort of an entire
repeal of the laws for the fupport of religion, would accord with his
ideas. A report was accordingly made¢, accepted by both houfes
without divifion, and has, fince been publifhed:  From that time
this fubje& has flept, and probably the high duties of Poffmafter
General have precluded any. further attention to it,’ from Mr.
Granger. L

The leaders of the party having thus difpafed of the interefts of
religion, in O&ober laft originated a bill and. prefented it thro’ Mr.
Peters to the Houfe of Reprefentatives for. univerfal {fuffrage. ~ It
was not without much debate in the democratic fociety, that this bill
was pafled. It was warmly oppofed. Mr. Hyde when it was firft
prefented to the Houfe, declared to a friend, that it was a ¢ curfed
toolifh thing,” yet, thro’ ftrength of pazty, he voted for it.

On the propriety of fuch an eflential alteration in the qualifications
of freemen, I would only remark that I apprehend it will be found
a found maxim that the right of fuffrage fhould principally reft in the

" great body of land holders. They-have too much' felf refpect to en-

dure the flighteft approaches to flavery—they have too much at ftake
to tolérate anarchy—equally oppofed to thefe dreadful extremes - and
bound to their country by'a ftrong tie, they fhould have a command-
ing influence in the choice of rulers. It fhould alfo here be obferved
that on an experiment of nearly two centuries, Conneéticut has been
happy -without univerfal fuffrage—an experiment thus fan&ioned,
thould not be abandoned upon the arguments of interefted partizans.
My fellow citizens, does Mr. Peters japprehend that this meafure
'would promote the public intereft or does he think that thereby he
fhould fooner reach the council chamber ?

This party, at times, are feelingly alive to the interefts of certain
religious denominations.  Does this arife from their love of religion
or a with to gain firength to democracy ?—1I will ftate a fa&t on this
fubjeét which when it {hall meet the eye of certain gentlemen. will
caufe a bluth. The Epifcopalians in this ftate having become a nu-
merous and refpeftable body of Chriftians, have lately eftablihed an
academy at Chefhire. For the due management of thiis inftitution,
an a& of incorporation in their favor, was pafled by the Legiflature.
They applied in May laft for a lottery to raife 15,000 dollars for
funds—this application was then refufed on the ground of the evil to~
community from lotteries. In October laft, -the application was re-
newed, and while it was pending before the Council and after it had
paffed in.the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Mr. Kirby and M. Peters
perfonally waited on the géntlemen entrufted with the management
of the petitiop and urged them to enlarge their requeff from fifteen to
thirty thoufand dollars. Why was this doné except from the hope
that the requeft would be fo great as to produce a negative in the’
Council ! The inference from this wily condué of Kirby and Peters
is that they hoped for a negative upon that application that. they
might the more fuccefsfully manage their infrigue. The gentlemen
however faw thro’ the artifice and declined the meafure—the petitien



21

was granted, and who deubts the mortification of certain men whe
pretended to efpoufe it ?

In Conne&icut the Clergy with ene or two exceptions are the fin-

eere friends of the former adminiftration and of courfe federalifts,
Hence, as might be expected, the party of which I am fpeaking,
have direéted their artillery againft this body of men. They are the
fubjeéts of inceflant and unmerited abufe in the weekly publications
of the Mercury ;—and the Aurora, the Watch Tower asd the Bof-
ton Chronicle kindly lend their aid to the honorable employment of
deftroying the confidence of the people in their minifters of religion.
Neither prudence, wifdom, learning or piety afford them any fecurity
againft the bafe defigns of thefe their open enemies. Abraham Bifhop
has written and difperfed into every corner of the ftate a treatife cal-
culated to excite contempt and deteftation againft the Clergy* and
all profeflors of religion. Now, let me afk, why this pexi'%{:gcution
againft this hody of men ? Are they not in general, fober, difcreet,
upright and pious men ? Have they difturbed fociety—deftroyed vir-
tuous habits—or inculcated principles or pratices dangerous to the.
peace and well being of community? Have they made none better—— :
have they affifted none to the attainment of virtue and holinefs—are
there no parents, children, hufbands or chriftians who will witn:i-'s_%ox
them, and for their faithful labors in the caufe of righteoufnefs ?
. Again, what could they effe& were they as depraved as their ene-
mies pretend ? Settled in the various parithes on a bare {ubfiftence,
and dependent for that pittance on an annual vote of the people, and
candidates for no office, are they a phalanx dangerous to liberty ? Is
not the fuggeftion folly and madnefs ? i

1 will only add, that it is not here intended that the means which
are thus practifed by the leaders in.democracy, are afcribable to all
who are denominated democrats—Itis believed . that many of them
are’honeftly purfuing, in their own opinion, the intereft of the pub-
lic. 'With fuch I haveno controverfy—-to all fuch the foregoing re-
marksare fubmitted with a with that they may be read and duly
weighed. . , ‘

Ninthly. What is the plain duty of thefe who are federalifls and re-

7oicé to be called the followers of Wafbington and Adams? ‘

If you are fatisfied that the firft twelve years adminiftration of our
national government was upright, wife and faithful, liable only te

-thofe errors which attend all human exertions and all the plans of
men—if the government of Connefticut has been fo exercifed as to
promote the great interefts of fociety—If your Governor, as a man
‘and,'a ruler, pofleffes your entire confidence-—if your Counfellors,
Judges, Delegates in Congrefs and executive officers deferve your
approbation—if your {chools, colleges and churches ate fources of
real and enduring good—if the clergy tend to promote peace and
profperity here, ‘and happinefs hereafter—if that ftate of things,

* ‘Mr. Bifhop may be indulged in fome hatred to the clergy fince his attempt
to fwindle the late Dr. Edwards out of a valuzble tra& of land in Vermont
by giving him a deed of it and receiving the money when.be had previeully
conveyed the fame land to his father S. Bithop, Efq. )
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which has been the boaft of Conne&icut, is worth cherifhing and
prefervmg, and if the attempts to deﬁroy this fyftem, are bafe and:
foul, originating in the paffions of avarice and ambition and having in "
view only felf aggrandizement—then you will appear, with undaunted
intrepidity, in fupport of the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs. I
urge you to no fecret cabals—to the eftablifhment of no Jacobinic
clubs—to the affertion of no falfehoods—to no unjuft attacks on'the
“chagatters of men—to no improper prejudices againft thofe who hon-’
eftly diflent from you in opinion—to no bitternefs, railing’ or wrath—"
Yet I do urge you to meet tivice 3 year, and oftener if called, and in
your freemen’s meetings; directed by a found difcretion, and influenced
by a proper regard for your country’s honor, give your fuffrages
for thofe whom ‘your confciences approve, Let no federalift fay
my town will do right without me, or my vote will not oppofe:the
triumph of democracy. Each freeman fhould feel that be has a -
high and important duty to perform, and that in negle€ting it, he'is
inexcufable.

I cannot conclude without pointing ‘your particular attention to
the late fingular attempt to influence your elections, relying that your
own refleCtiens on this fubjeét, will powerfully urge you toa punétual
and general attendance on freemen’s meetings.

The circular letter iffued at New-Haven by Abraham Bifhop and
intended by the managers of the feftival to have been fecretly {pread
into various parts of the ftate, is now before the public. The party’
finding that this Jacobin f¢heme, was difcovered, have pretended that
it was defigned for publication : But this is only a pretence.  Falls
on every fide oppofeit. A few queftions will place this matter in
its true light. ~Why*did not this letter appear in ‘Babcock’s paper
sriginally ? 'Why incur the expence of printing it in hand bills > Why
.take the trouble to inclofe it in Jetters to the leading democrats ? Yet
the Mercury confefles that fuch was the management adopted. The
truth is that this letter is the genuine offspring of a Jacobin club and
is of the fame nature with the intrigues and exertions of fuch clubs.
as before defcribed. It directs the agents and tools of the party to
‘influence the minds of the freemen by the fouleft falfehoods, and to’
allume the ol front which praftices, with temporary fuccefs, any
artifices to carry a point. - In fuch vile attempts at eletioneering,

, truth and honor are proftituted, and, if the great body of the people
of Conneéticut do not refift them with the mtrepi'd firmnefs of inde-
pendent freemén, they ‘will deftroy that purity of eleGtions which
alone can preferve a Republic, and introduce a fyftem which a{Turedly
will end in the entire deftruction of our deareft privileges.—Liej it
not be imagined that fuch wil' not be the iffue of thefe foul intrigues.
Hiftery fpeaks on this fubjeft in language plain and forcible, and
the example of France muft carry convi€tion to every honeft mind.
Let it be remembered that freedom cannot exift in that ftate or com-
munity which is governed by a Jacohin club—and let every citizen

lay it to heart, that if fuch intrigues as this letter difclofes and incul-
cates,’ are not difcountenanced and ‘deftroyed, liberty muft be facri-
ficed on the altar of ambition, and henceforth 'demagogues who
defcend to the employment of the moft bafe and deteftable means,
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will govern the people. Thofe who réprobate fuch men and meaf-
ures aré bound by the ftrongeft ties to take their ftand, and meet the
foe in the front. This will frown the meafures and their authors inta
' contempt.  There is virtue and intelligence in the people of Con-
necticut and I truft their energy will appear with increafed luftre on
the 11th of April, and fhow to the United States that Conne&icut
is nieither feduced by the fnares of Virginia policy, nor awed by the
impudence of unprincipled and ambitious democrats.
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