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FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS. 


' 2I T  has become quite fahionable, of kte, by a certain claIs of 
;1 writers, to  ridicule the itate of ConneEtiiut. Our inhabitants are 

4 rekrefented in the Aurora, the Watch Tower, the Bofion Chronicle, ,<and the Mercury printed by  Mr. Babcock, as a wretched, prieit-rid- 
den and deluded people. T h e  Legiflature is denounced as arbitraty 

2
I 

and tyrannical-The Jerg)i as bigots, and the men in office, "as the 2 enemies of the liberty and happinefs of their fellow citizens. 
It Cannot have efcaped the obfewation of men of ordinary reflec- 

tion, that thie abufe is offered t o  ConneEticut becaufe h e  has remain- 
ed  the unfhaken fupporter of Waihington and Adams.-It became 
neceRary in the view of certain men, for reafons which I hal l  detail 
a t  large hereafter, t o  overthrow the adminiitration which governed 
for twelve years pail. This could not be done-except by exciting 
diitruit and odium againft public men and meafures.-To effeA this, 
the newipapers, J h ' I ~ t l Republican, years fince, commenced, and have 
carried on a warfare again& the men who were denominated federalifis. 
I n  this warfare, truth, virtue and honor have been openly and hame- 
fully facrificed on the altar af party fpirit--and thus the deiired 
change has been produced. T h e  fame weapons are now employed, 
with the avowed defign, to  de$roy t h e  confidence ~f the people of 
ConneLticut in their rulers, and to drive them from their fiations, 
that others may enjoy them. Among thefe weapons, calumny againft 
the manners, habits and religion of the great body cd federalas, is 
deemed very important. 

My objeEt is, in the1 following pages, to call the attention of my 
fellow citizens t o  this fuhjeEt. I cannot do it  more efFeEtually than 
By adopting the Eollowing method. 

I .  	W h a t  waJ bonneaicut from her P t t l e m t  to the c lge  o f  the rev#- 
aobtionarv w a r  ? 

11. W h a t  Garas j e a3t the time of the adopion of  the conJit~~tioa 
i 1188 ? 

111. 	 b h a t  was her condition a t  the cl& of  the admin$t-afiion gf 
WaJlJ~ingfonand Adants ? 

IV. W h y  did an  oppojitionex$ again$ their admin$rarjon .' v. v o w  was thuPoppoJtion conduBed? 
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VI. 	What h d ~6een dent Ey the pr$nt d&hit%tlslr bf $he Upshed 
states ? 

VII.  	W h a t  is now attempted to be rdow in thisj2ate by thoh  w h o  are 
JYed Republicans ? 

V III. W h a t  m a n s  w e  u j d  t~ e$ee& their .Sjea ? 
IX. 	What  is the plain duty o f  t h q e  w h o  are fideralgs, and w h o  

rejoice to be celled the followers of Waflng ton  and AJams ? 

I t  will be at  once feen, that the anfwers to  t4efe quefiions mufi be 
confined-I pledge myfelf that they ihall be conformable t o  truth. 

I .  W h a t  waJ ConneRicut fro@ her &ttIement to the c l f e  o f the  revo- 
lutionary w a r  ? 

ConneEticut was fettled by a plain, induftrious and virtuous people. 
Their objea was, the acquifition of a fufficiency of property to  ele- 
vate them above want, and the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty. 
T h e  liberty they :ought was equally removed from tyranny and It 
centiouiineis--They were too wile and too virtuous to  wih  the latter 
-they had too much felf refpeEt to fubmit to  the former. 

T o  acquire and preferve thefe great objeas, i t  was with them a 
firit piinciple that initru&icn, both moral and religious, kould be en-
joyed by the great body of the people. Hence fchools and churches 
were efiab!ified in their fettlements, and a town or fociety without 
them, could not be found. Knowing that in a free government, con- 
iidence muft be repoied in rulers, they alfo taught refpea and obedi- 
ence for thofe in authority. T h e  Legiflature, feconding the views of 
the people, cheerfully co-sperated with them to promote the efiabliih- 
ment of thefe b~~ulkarks of fociety. 

I n  their progrefs, harmony between the people and the clergy, was 
maintained. It was AS)part of the inftruAion of oar anceitors, that 
thofe men who had taken upon them the folemn duty of direaing 
men to happinefs here, and endlefs happinefs hereafter, were, on that 
a:count, to  be ridiculed in weekly newipapers acd held yp as objeas 
of [corn and hatred. I t  was not then deemed a mark of good fenfe, 
o r  good breeding, or a qualification forpromotion to office, to  denounce 
minifiers of the gofpel and profeffors of religion, as fools, h a v e s  and 
hypocrites. No young gentlemen tA912 fought popularity by openly 
profaning the Sabbath-by pouring contempt on the bible, or by 
announcing his belief in deiim, or athcifm. One day in ieven was 
then kept as a day of public worfnip. Affembling together on this 
day-hearing fomething of the world to come, the deitination of all 
men, zbfiaining from lab or and amuiement, and learning the great 
duties of life, was then deemed as tending to make men wifer and 
bstter-wirer reipeBing their higheit, interefis-better as neighbors& 
as members of f<ciety-as citizens-as rulers-au children-as pa-
rents-as men-as Ch!iftians. 

This people, planted in a good foil-favored with a healthful cli- 
mate-hated happily for fo much commerce as ivas neceffav for 
their well-being-and thus eitabliihed in the principles of liberty, 
morality and religion, foon became a proiperous and happy people. 

It is not here intended that erithufiairn and bigotry did not tarnih 
their religious charaEter to  a certain degree-or that errors and vices 
were cot ken, iuifered and deplored-but it is afferted that as much 



vbtwe was praRiced, and as much happinefs enjoyed, as could rat;on- 
ally have been expeEted ; and that, on a comparifon with other com- 
munities, bere was eminently a good Itate of fociety. 

T h e  hiitory of the conneAion between Conneaicut and Great Bri- 
tain, and a view of their internal policy, clearly hew, that the people 
a d  their rulers, were the real lovers and firm fuppotters of genuine 
I2berty. All  attempts, whether fecret or open, againft their freedsm, 
were met with the intrepidity of freemen who defpifed even the ap-
pearance of flavery. I n  the war which feeparated them from their 
mother country, they bore a confpicuous part. The  wifdom aud 
b n e f s  hewn in the cabinet were equalled, if not excelled, by the 
patience, fortitude and valor of the field. T h e  oiiicers and foldiers 
of the Cqnne&icur line, received repeated and Eigb cornmeadation froix 
their beloved commander in chief, and the praiie of Wafhington was, 
till lately, real glory. 

At the clofe of this war, the people of ConneA5cut principally re- 
turned to their various puriuits of agriculture, commerce aitd manu- 
&&ares. It will not be forgotten however that the great exertions 
made by her c i t i z e n ~ h e  repeated ravages made upon her fca-port 
towns, together with the other calamities incident to a tedious war, 
had exhauitcd her Treafury and accumulated a heavy debt. This 
kads me t o  the fecond enquiry, viz. J'hat w a s j e  at the time $ the 
adaption of the Conztution in I 788 ? 

At this period it appeared that the Bates moR ready and mofi able 
to  lend their aid, were greatly in advance to the United States, while 
they owed to their own citizens for their property and iervices, fums 
beyond their ability t o  difcharge. Some of the Bates hzc! replccifhed 
their treafuries with the avails of confifcations. Npt fo with Con-
he&icut-her treafury had not a pepper corn in it-Sile thcn owed 
a debt of nineteen hundred thoufand dolla1s.-New-York, her power- 
ful neighbor, was draining her to  the '~itals, by a partial imimi,and 
there was no general government which poireffed either energy, or 
commanded refpeEt. H e r  creditors were calling with a voice that 
feemed wholly irrefiitible. H e r  citizens were exhaofted with the ex- 
pence and fatigue of war-a fcarcity of money exifted which feemed 
t o  forbid induitry, and this was rendered more intolerable by a total 
want of confidence between the Rates and among individual$-the 
people were deeply involved in debt, and public and private credit ex- 
ifted only in name-labor and produce commanded nothing but a bar- 
tering commerce-taxes were efiormoufly hea~~y-conitables, colleCt- 
ors and fheriEs, and their wretched accompaniments, venduesa~dgaols, 
were among the moil familiar objeAs, and the enterprize and induitrp 
of individuals were,palzied. In  the midit of t!rk embarrairment and 
perpltxity, no infurre&ion was excited, thoy+ the flames of civil ural- 
burft forth in Marachufetts, and feemrd to threaten a wide deitni&io:l. 
Conne&icut, thus circumitanced, a t  once united in calling a conven- 
tion t o  frame a new iyltem of government. T h e  conR~tution w-hicli 
this convention formed, was ratified in this itzte as Coon, and with a$ 
great unanimity, as its friends could have anticipa~ed, and the people 
looked to it  as their refuge from the evils which they had fo latcly and 
fo feverely experienced. 
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Thirdy. ,What w a s  htr condition at the cM 6f the adminij?rotiott cf 
W&ngten dud Adams ? 

You have feen that in I 788 ConneEticut exhibited the higheit roof 
s f  deprenion in her financial conccrns, and you have feen her c o n k  
quent wretchednefs.-In 1800 the debt againit the itate is cancel-
led.-In 1800there is in her t rea iur~  more than four hundred thovr 
fand dollars in the funded debt of the United States. There is a 
permanent fund of one million two hundred thoufand dollars eitablifh- 
ed for tbe fupport of fchools-there is an entire reitorationof confi- 
dence among individuals-commerce is profperous beyond the mofi 
ianguine calculation-indufiry, labor, and exertion are amply reward- 
ed-The farmer meets a full compenfation for his produce-the 
people are relievec! from the preKure of debt-lands, fences and build- 
ings every where exhibit marks of wealth-fchool houfes, churcher 
and other ~ u b l i c  edifices have affumed a new appearance-inftruktors 
in literature, morals and religion can now be employed and paid- 
public and private credit is eitabliihed on fure foundations, and as 
many advantages prefented for increafing in riches and importance, in 
profperity and happinefs as have fallen t o  the lot of any people. 

Whence this mighty change ? Did  not the new government in the 
hands of its friends principally contribute to  produce it ? Whence 
the entire reitoration of public credit ? Whence the encouragement 
t o  commerce and its proteaion agai& foreign foes ? I s  it not owing 
t o  the funding fY'fiem, a meafure adopted under the eye of Waihing-
ton, and which has been the fubjea of much unmerited abuk, that 
this itate obtained payment of her debt againit the United States, 
and thus difcharged her own debt ? Are  not many fchoola, academies 
and eccleiiafiical focieties indebted to this ~neafure for their funds ? 
Does not Yale Couege which has long been an ornament to  this itate, 
look to this fyitcm for much of her fupport ? This College and her 
highly and juitly refpetled Prefidcnt, may, for party purpofes, be the 
objetls of the calumny of certain men, but I feel an entire confidenc~ 
that the kreat body of my fellow citizens, regard them, with delight 
and affetlion. They look to that College u a nurfery of virtue, and 
they feel an honefi pride that while their fons may there be educated, 
i t  now contains youths from twelve of the fixteen itates, as will appear 
b y  an infpdion of the annual catalogue. There is no town, village 
o r  neighborhood in this itate where witneffes callnot be found to tef- 
tify for this College, and many parents who read thefe remarks, caq 
$peak in language not t o  be rnifiaken, of the e ~ d u r i n g  good whic4 
their children have thence derived. 

This brief view of the condition of Conne&ic+ut during the admi: 
niftration of Walhington and Adams, entirely juitifiea the affprtion 
that in that period, h e  attained to a itate of profperity almoft unex-
ampled. A n  adminifirat~on thus beneficial to one ifate, muit of courfe 
have been eminently Advantageous to  the other ftates-Is it  not then 
more than treafon againit the majeity of heaven, that reviiings, bitter- 
mf3 and calumny againit Waihihgton and Adams, mould have Rifled 
a generous love to the initrulnents and an affeaionate gratitude to the 
author of fuch diitinguiihed blefings ? 

4thly. Why (lid an o@.JZ'iinn f.x$ q n i n z  their adnainyratiata ? 

mailto:o@.JZ'iinn


-

'ft will be recoIIeAed by thofe who recur t o  the adoption of ek 
eonffitution that it met with a violent oppofition in the Rate conven- 
tions. This was particularly the cafe in the larger ftates. I t  was 
long doubtful how the queition wodd be decided in Maffachufetts, 
New York, Pennfyhania and Virginia. In  North Carolina, New-
Hamplhire and Rhode Ifland it was, a t  firR, rejeaed. Vermont was 
not tben a member'of the union, and Kentucky and Tenneffee have 
dnce been ereBed into Rates. I n  ConneBicut, New Jerfey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, South Carolina and Georgia it  was fpeedily adopted, 
ConneBicut, as was before remarked, clearly raw her future welfare 
in  that conftitution-he had fuffeked enough from her powerful 
neighbor-he wihed fuch fecurity againft oppreifrve and partial im- 
poits, as f ie  has iince experienced.-Virginia, Pennfylvania and New 
York, on the contrary, felt this as a deadly blow to their Rate pride- 
t o  their gigqntic itrides at  nxtional aggrandifement. It was humilia- 
ting t o  the ancient dominion to learn that Delaware was t o  have an 
equal vote with her in one important branch of the national legifla- 
ture.* 

It is alfo obvious that the eitablihment of the general government, 
muit of aecefity, diminih the greatnefs and grandeur of Rate officers. 
Ambition faw no charms in this.-Hence Mr. Jefferforr who had been 
governor of Virginia-Gov. Clinton and Mr. Samuel Adams, were 
among its oppofers. This was the fa&"refpe&ing many other lead- 
ing men in the feveral ffates, and it  is a truth which mu& have weight 
in  this place, that thofe men with few exceptions, who oppofed that 
ronffitution, have iince been found in the ranks of'democracy. 

When this government weut into operation, many great ofices were 
t o  be beitowed. Ambition here was on fire. T h e  .venerable man 
who then prefided filled the offices, with fingular wiidom, but all 
could not be gratified. Six judges of the fupreme caurt were ap-
pointed-How many M'Heans thought themfelves worthy candi- 
dates for there places ? Secretaries were appointed-How many 
Chancellor Livingftons afpired to  that dignity ? How many fought 
with anxiety to  be Attornies, Marhals, ColleEtors, &c. &c. and how 
many were forely difappointed ? Perhaps fifty where one was gratifi- 
ed.-Here was an ample field opened for tbe operation of ambition, 
not that ambition which itrives to  excel in doing good-but an am- 
bition fierce and cruel-impatient of oppoiition-an aihbition which 
is now laboring t o  deAroy the reputation of Federalifis in Conneai- 
cut-which, fince the apoftacy, has been unceafngly infliEtimg mife- 

on man-which has gibbeted the fair fame of Wafhington., 
and which has lately turned Europe into one great flaughter houk of 
human viaims. 

T h e  funding fyitem was a meafure violently oppofed to the feelings 
of the members of Congrefs from the fouth. Tho' the debt again& 
the United States, was incurred for the general defence, and there- 
fore a fairdebt againit the union, yet it  was principally owned in Penn-

* It will be noticed that this equal reprerentation in the Senate cannot he 
altered tho' other amendments may be made. The writer is told that the SmaM 
Aatcs &e indebed far this proviliw to the late MKMSheinlin. 
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fj~lvania and the Rates to  the northward of hey. It was notplea$ng 
t o  thofe who did not own it  t o  contribate for its payment. P&int-
ijna yielded to felfiihneb in this infiance as it has jrnetimes done ill 
others. 

T h e  provifions of the national government were calculated t o  foiter 
commerce, and particularly t o  augment American hipping. T h e  
extra duties wiiely laid on foreign bottoms, and on goods imported 
in them, among ether meafures, contributed greatly to  this en& Tt 
was forefeen that, without fuch duties, the hips  of other natiam, 
would come to our ports and tranfport our prqduce t o  foreign mark- 
ets. The& duties operated to  prevent this meafure and t o  increde 
&ip building-this to  the noi-them fiates was an objea of great im- 
p&tance. T h e  fouthern itates faw, in this, and other reguIations, the 
e ~ c r e a f i n ~wealth of New England. This was no confolation t o  
them. Hence the prefent Congrefs is attempting to repeal thoie du- 
ties. T h e  undeniable confequence of a repeal, will be, that' other na- 
tlons will immediately commence carriers for us-this will diminilh 
effentially the wealth of New England, and this being well underfiood 
by our merchants, there is but one opinion among them on the fub- 
je&. 

I t  is f u ~ r i f i n gthat a Conneaicut man ihou!d have any doubts on 
this qxeftion, yet we find Abraham Bifhop, wha furnifhes many 
creeds for his party, tho' not one of them has any confidence in his 
integrity, ~ublifhed a treatire,* Arongly urging that all our hips  
ihould be deftroyed, and other nations, become our carriers. Such a 
treatiie, one would apprehend, would be as Ettle relifhed among the 
New England merchants a:ld h ip  builders, as a treatiie in favor of re- 
pealing tlie tax on diitilleries-both are well adapted for the climate 
of Virginia, wherecthey boild no hips, but rnanufz&ure much whif- 
ky. In  New England it is yet dcemed more advantageous t o  morals 
and hezlth, and more conducive to prorperity, to be celebrated for 
the number of our hips, than the number of our diitilleries. 

T h e  war in Europe which originated in the French revolution, 
tended to augment the oppoiition of which I am fpeaking-France 
at this peEod, broached a fet of new dbEtrines, on almofk every fub-. 
je&.-All the maxims in politics, morals and religion which had been 
ianaioned by the wiMoin of ages, were openly exploded. T h e  faki- 
nating theory that all reitrainis upoo the paifions, and that goven;ment 
itielf, were curfes, was advocated. I t  was proclaimed that a new era 
had begun, and the people of the United States were kindly invited 
t o  aflift Frenchmen to eitablifh a mellenium, and participate with 
them in its joys.-Self government alone was enjoined, and weak and 
wic!;ed men were airured that they were foon to be perfea and God- 
like.-It was a part of the fame fyitem to confider Great Bi-ktain as 
in hoilrlitjr with the reit of the world, and that it was the duty of all 
nztions to efpouie the caufe of France againit this common enemy. 
Genet, zided by many of our countrymen, ms fpi-eading this net of 
deftruLiion for us, by calling to  his aid the coniideration that during 

1 


* It finuld be mentioned that this was before his father was made colledtrrr of 
the port of Hew Haven. 
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our revolution, his nation aEfted us. Every engine a a s  enipeoyed to 
excite the pafiians of Americans t o  enter into this dreadful contro- 
verfp-About this period the famous refolutions of Mr. Madifon, 
which were always coliiidered as the produAion in reality of Mr. 
Jeffcrfon, were fubmitted to  Congrefs. T h e  'obvious tendency of 
thefe was to  draw clofer the bands between us and France, and t o  
indireAly attack Great Britain. 

TVafhington and his councils, faw, in this enchanting fyfiem-this 
falcinating French theory, nothing but rnifchief. We faw that, under 
the fpecious garb of attempting t o  ameliorate the condition of man, 
a wild and intemperate- attack was made, on the peace, order and 
happiners of the world. Infiead therefore of liftening to the voice 
which endeavored to allure the United States into that terrible vortex 
of French politics, he refiited every attempt to  produce a partiality 
for either of the contending parties, and efiabliihed with the firiEteR 
good faith, an upright and dignified neutrality.-Here he incurred 
the' keen refentment of French philofophers and their dutiful difciples. 
Aence we find that during the firit four years of his prefidenq, war 
was proclaimed againft him and' his meafures, in a newfpaper, printed 
by one Freneau who was then fecretary to Mr. Jefferfon. 

Fifthly. H o w  wa.r that oppoJittion coada8~d? 
In this bufinefs the Jacobin' focieties were the great and eAicacious 

agents. It was early diccovered in France that a revolution could not 
be effeaed except by the efiabliihment of JAcobin clubs-There con-
centrated all information relating to the objeBs in view, and controul'd 
the nation. Extended t o  .every part of the kingdom, they fecretly. 
yet irrefiftably op'erated, 'till they produced the death of the king- 
defiroyed the lives of *more than five millions of peoFle and placed-a 
foreigner on the throne.-Thus the millenium in which we were urged 
to participate, has iffued in an abfolute defpotif1n.-What a eulogy 
this upon the wifdom which diAated a neutralitf. 

Taught bf France, the democrats efiablifhed iimilar focieties here, 
and they now exift in Connefficut, under the irnpoiing name of Re-
publican Societies. 

In  the focieties efiabliihed in Philadelphia, New-York, &c. plans 
of operation were devifed, and all the intereiis of democracy, were 
ph-omoted. Regular communications were made, and correfpondsp- 
cles eitablilhed. It was here agreed that certain printing preffes ihould 
be employed in the work of oppdfition, and that means of every de- 
fcription ihould be ufed. From one of there preifes which has always 
been under the immediate eye of Mr. Jefferfon, when General Wah-
ington declared his intention to decfine a re-cleffion, there appeared 
t h e  following malignant libel mn thi$ f a v i ~ ~ ~ r  of his country. 

Extra8 from bhe Aurora. 

" NOW lettefi thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
" feen thy Llvation," was the pious ejaculation of a man who beheld 
" a Aood of happiners rufhing in on mankind ; if ever there was a* time that would licence the reiteration of t h i s  exclamation, the 
" time is now arrived: for THE M A N  W H O  I S  T H E  S O U R C E  O F  T H E  

" M ~ ~ F O R T U N E SO F  OUR C O U N T R Y ,  is this day reduced tora level 
B 




r -
46 with his f?liow ~iti:cecsaqd is no longer poKeiTed of power to-
6 c  ; C C L T I P L Y  E V I L S  on the United Stare? : If  ever there was a pe- 
a L  riod for rejoicing this is tile moment. Eveiy heart in unifon wit11 
(I the fretdom and the happinel's of  the ptoplc ought to  beat high 
fl w ~ t h  exx!tatior, that the name cf T@aihington f:om this day ct..Czs 
6 c  to g;vc currency to PoLITrcAL I V ~ ~ U I T YA N D  TO L E G A L I Z E  

cc  C O R R U P T I O N .  A new era is opcoing upon us-an era that prom- 
(( iits mqch to the peop!e, for public meafures muii now itand on 
6 L  
their oxn mcrit and N E F A R I O U  s F R O  J E C T S  can no longer be Cup- 
:c pol ted by a aame. When a retrofpecZ is taken of the Wafllington 
( C  admillifiration for eight years, it is a fubjeEt of the greateft afton- 

ifiment that 2 fingle individual could have C A N K E R E D  T H E  P R I N -

C ~ P L E SO F  R E P U B L I C A N I S M  ir, an enlightened people, and fhouId 
'< have carrzed H I S  D E S I G N S  A G A I N S T  T H E  P U B L I C  L I B F R T Y  fo far 
'' as to  have put in jeopardy its very exifience. Such however arc 
c '  the f,itls, and with theie itaring us in the fac, T H I S  D A Y  O U G H T  

" T O  B E  A D A Y  O F  J U B I L E E  I V  T H E  U N I T E DSTATES." 
E v e ~ y  meafure of the adminiitration was denounced as hoRile to 

.thc I~bei-ty and happinei's of the people, and the mofi inflammatory 
appeals were made to the pafions. T h e  hntrcd generally prevalent 
againit royalty was fcized upor, and the general charges of love of 
monarchy, and tendency to arikocracy, were ref6unded in every quar- 
ter. T h e  members of Congrefs, who were in the oppofition, made 
the moil profufe profefions of their love of the people, and their zeal 
for the rights of man, and thefe were treated as tho' they were fincere. 
-It was not then confidered by all, that fuch profemons are like 
the hunding brafs and the tinkling cymbal, and that ninety-nine times 
in a hundred, they are d ~ a a t e d  by a bafe and hypocritical heart. It 
is a fa& worthy of particular notice that iimilar means were conffant- 
17 reiorted to by French Jacobins whom the American democrats 
icerr.ed to have takes as their models. Thoufands of men were gui1- 
lotined i\ France upon the broad accufation of their being friends t o  
ruyalty-nay, a t  one peiiod, fi&icion of thk  crime produced condem- 
nation and execution. 

A few troops rasicd to defend us when expoled to a war with 
F:a x e ,  n er e procla~ined a itanding army to rivet the fetters of defpo- 
t._CL?1,--An alien a& calculated to  guard againit foreign emiEar?es 
prr y ~ > t gon our vitals, was declared an abolition of the trial by jury.-
A fed~tion law, punihing the authors of fzlie and malicious llbels 
again? the goqernment, and mitigating the rigor of the common law 
which forbids the truth of the publ~cation to bc given in evidence, 
was denounced as an abridgmentpf the liberty of the prefs, and as 
unconfi~tutlonal. 

Axvale however that thefe chdg-es were too general in their na:uIe 
ko accompIi!h the ohjea, the ene+jes of the adminiitration reforted to 
means fill1 more b d e  and deteitable. Hence the malIs of Cwgrefs 
a ele once difgrzccd with a charge agai~iit Wafhington of embezzling 
the pubiic money-and thus the marl w i ~ o  had refufe$ any other re- 
yard than bare fi~pport for nore than thirty years of laborious, paina, 
ful and exalted Grvlces, and who deferved the place in the aKec-
h n s  ef his count~ymen,was hung up to infamy. 
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A Gmilar accniation was made agaillR Hamilton while Swretary 
of the Treafury. The  pubiic mind however was not then fufic;ently 
poifontd to tolerate fuch flanders, and they werc foon configned to 
ob1lvion.-For a year ur two before the lait Picfidential e!e&ion, t h t  
Aurora of Philadelphia, the Watch Tower of New-York, the Chroni- 
cle of BoRon and the Bee and the Mercury of Connefilcut, affilmed new 
rigor and made new an4 inore unprincipled attacks on all men of dif- 
tirifiion of the federal party. In  thefe papers, the Secretary of St;ste, 
Timoehg Pickcring, whofe charaL+er had been fporlefs f rog his youth, 
was openly chargzd with rcbbi:lg the Treafury of millions of dollars 
-0iiver Wolcoa, alike refpeFied for talents and integrity, mas ac- 
cufed of burning the ,war office to conceal the wicked tranfaEtions of 
the public oftizers-Prefident Adams, x r ~ h oh2d bee:^ thirty years em- 
pioyzd in the high,oEces of member of Congi-efs, arr,baRac!or, Vice-
Prcilde:lt and Preiident of the United States, .was denounced as a 
'' hhaaiy headed traitor," and the murderer of Jonathan Rcbbihs- 
and the tomb of Wanlington .was apailed wkh tlie unlidlowed hands 
of thefe rufflans in flander. 

The moit a&ive agents in fupply-ing thefe preffes with fuch materi- 
als, weye fareigners, Duane, Cheetham, Wood, and Callender, who 
dtTProm the jufiice of their ourn country, with charaAers black as 
mi&liZht darknefs.--Thomas Paine, the boldek blaiphemer rvhiih 
this or any other age hath known, alTified in this work of defiruaion. 
Abraham Biihop, a millor and underling among thefe champions of 
faliehood and malignity, yielded his aid in this caufe. This muihroom 
orator, in his o~ation of Sept. I Soo, pointed the public attention to 
the endmous falaries of the oEcel s of government and par:icularly to  
'the extravagant income of David Aufiin, Efq. t!lh coIleAor of the 
p r t  of New-Haven. I beg the reader to  bear this fa& on liis 
hind. 

Now, my fellow citizerrs, how many of the above cllal-ges are 
true ? T h e  government has bcen two years in the hands of the demo- 
crats. I f  they can prove thefe fa&, they are certainly inexcdfable 
for negleaing it. Yet what evidence have they exhibited to the 
public mind thus agitated and inflamed. On the contrary the above 
charees are now admitted by tlle democrats to be ground1eCs.--To be 
fure, the charge is fiill made that thc federalifis arc the friends uf 
monarchy and the enemies of republicaniim. This is now the burden 
of their fong. Such charges may be always made-from their natute 
.they can never be refuteed. No candid mind would plzce any reliance 
on fuch an accufatian eipecially when it  comes from a rival and an 
enahy. But where is the proof of the treafon and murder of Mr. 
Adams ? Of the plunder OF Mr. Pickering ? Of the arfon of the 
war-oEce of Mr. Wolcott ? Where is the man of the leaR pyetences 
to  reputation that now dares to affert his belief in them .) They are 
now known and admitted to be wicked fab~ications-lhamelefs falfe-
,hoa&. I t  ihould be added, that a certain book called the " Prof-
peA before Us," printed by Cdlender, was among the moR confpi- 
cuous of the libels on the pak adminiftrat.ion, and that Mr. Jefferfon 
paid one hundrrd dollars from his own p o c k ~ t ,  and two hundred in 
the remifion Q a fine, for this publication, 
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By thefe and various other Gmilar means was an oppofition far 
I z years, maintpined, and zt length the government was transferred to 
thofe to whom the doors of honor and confidence were burit opcn," 
they were indeed Eug ojen, but the means were fuch as Ihould cover 
with fllarne thofe who committed the burglary. 

That  thefe high accufations were faife is already proved-but there 
is a p i e ~ e  of teitimony, on this SubjeB, which muit be irrefifiable to  
democrats. Mr. Jefferfon in his inaugural fpeech znnounced to the 
Union that our government was in the full tide of fucceibful exper- 
iment and that it  hxd hitherto kept us firm and free." This " pre-
cious confrfion," defigned not to  applaud his predeceffors, comes 
with great weight. It is the declararion of an enemy-it originated 
therefore not from affe&ion-and is it  not true ? 

Thus we have feen that thofe now in powpr obtained their elevation' 
by decrying the meafures and calumniating the charaeer or' Warn.. 
ington and Adams, and yet we fee them glorying in the ~ r o f ~ e r i t ~  
and happinefs of the nation produced by their adminiitration. 
I f  there be four millions and half of dollars in rhe Treafury, let i t  be 
forever remembered, that not a cent of it  was brought there by the 
ruling party-nay, the Treafury was thus enriched by thqe meaJilres 
which have been the fubjeA of unceafing reproach and c e n f u r e . 4 y  
calumniating thefe meafures and their authors, certain men have $PC-

ceeded to elevated fiations and now demand the Hdannas of-the 
people ! ! filence-a deep filence, on this iubjea, fnould feize their 
lips7.! ! 

Sixthly. What has been done by theprfznt admin@tion o f  the Un7teR 
states ? 

I .  Nothing has been done to fecure the freedom of the prefu. The  
iedition a& expired nnder the former adminifiration and a federal 
houfe refuted to revive it. 

Gov. M'ICean who has Ion Rood at  the head of the democrafic 
party in Fenn(ylsania, in his k t e  fpeech to the Legiflature of that 
fiate, complair~ed in bitter terms of the liberty of the prefs, and 
firongly urged an attention to that fubjeA. 

George Hay, one of the executive Council of the Rate of Virgin- 
ia, the warm adlocate of Jefferson and Republicanifm, attacked in 
the highway J. T. Callender for publiking a libel upon him. H e  
bruifcd him and left him half dead. Not content with this unautho- 
rized outrage, he procured him to be committed to p~ifon by the Re- 
publican JnRice of Henrico County becaufe he could not procure 
bonds that he would publih n9 more llbels on democr~ts. This is a 
refiraint on the liberty of the preis which no Court in England dare 
impofe and which was neber befoie ~ t tempted  in this country. # I t  is 
t ~ u ethat he mas afterwards difcharged by another tribunal and his im- 
yiifonment declared illegal. T!lis is the Callender fo amp,ly rewarded 
for publiihing the " ProipcEt before us." 

Ambrofe Spencer, the Attorney General ~f the State of New- 
york, whore wiclred periecutions in the council of appointment, will 
coniign his name to notoriety, has lately indiEted a printer at Hudfon, 
for a libel on Mr. Ffferfon. I t  wi!l furprize plain men in ConneAi- 
cut to be told, that this guardian of the rights of the people,, this 
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lover of the freedom of the $refs, oppofed a c o ~ ~ t i ~ p z n c e  of the pra- 
fecqtion to the next term of the court, on the ground that the dejnd-
ant could not &ve the truth of the publicatix In eoideac~. Here, 
fellow citizens, is a fpecimen of the profeJon andprn8ice of certaln 
men.-The [edition law, they exclaimed was tyrannical and oppref- 
five-yet usder this the perfon sccafed might jcit~fj. by provii~g the 
allegations chalged-Now fedcral printers hall be indited at  common 

' law, and be denied that important 
I know thcfc a&s of individuals are cot chargeable upon Mr. Jef-

ferfon-but by them'we plainly difcover the freedom of the prefs whiclt 
democrats intend to alioar to Federalifis. wlP2. 	The prefent adminiitrp.tion have cot d ihnded  any itanding ar-


Tile troops raifed under Mr. Adams were by him difcharged 
~ y .
In 1800. A few Soldiers have indeed been diimiifed by Mr. Jefferfon 
and a vcry few officers, and whether this was not rather a bait for 
popularity, than of real uk ,  time will decide. 

3. T h e  ereEtion of a navy was a fubjjec? of much complaint agaiiift 
Waihington and Adams.-Without attempting to juitify a meafure 
w%h our firaatioil fo obvioufly diaated, and without mentioning the 
late projeA for a d l y  dock fuficient to  contain twelve frigates, 
and without comparing this preje& with the fituation of the boy 
who expended dl1 his nzoney in buying a ptl~+, I hail only remark 
that within fix months after the reduttion of the navy by the prefent 
adminifiration, our commerce in the Mediterranean rendered it  abfo- 
lutely neceffary to  fit out feveral frigates at  a very enormous expence ; 
and the meffage of December lait urges the buiiding sf feveral fmaU 
kips. Such a eulogy upon the former attempts to  rear a navy, ex-
torted from its enemies, is a proud triumph. 

4. The  judiciary af i  of 1801 has been repealed and fixteen judges 
removed from office. This meafurc is viewed by all federalifis and 
many democrats, as direaly oppoied to the Cbnfiitutim. T h e  pre- 
tence that thefaving of the falaries of there judges is the truereafon, will 
oe.c7er be relpeEted when twenty thoufand dol!ars was ufelefsly expen- 
ded in fending Mr. Dawfon to Fr,mce, and thirty-two thoufand upon 
the Berceau. I t  is now generally admitted that if theie fixteen judg- 
es had been of the prevailing re&, the law would not have been re-
pealed. I f  any doubts however remain, the lapfe of a fnort time 
wili remove them. 

5. The  internal taxes have been repealed. Thefe taxes were odious 

to the people in the back parts of the iouthern States. Their crea-

tion caufed one ferious infurreEtkn in Pennfylvania, as Mr. Gallatin 

can tefiify. The  real ground of this repeal was thq gratification of 

this great phalanx of the fupporters of the ruling party, and Mr. 

Giles, who advocated the mcafure, has fo declared. 


T h e  reveque from this fource was nearly one million of dollars an- 

n6ally. It was a ~vork of n~uch time to put this fyfiem into operaticn, 

and a t  the moment d e n  it  had affumed the importance for which it 

was defigned, and after tile faith of government had pledged the avaiIs, 

t o  the public creditors, it was abolifhed. 


If the government did w t  need the aid of h c h  an important rev- 

enue, why not reduce the duGep on the neceKai-ies of $fe ? T o  the 
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great body of out farmers, the heavy duties on brown fugar, fait, bo- 
Ilea tea and molaffes, are grievances, but they fee; littie intereil in 
affording leiief to pleafure carriages, whiflcey, loaf fugar and lawyers. 

It has been contended that the batienal debt is a great evil and 
flloald be diminifhed as fait as pofible. Thisis true. W h y  not then 
fink this debt wid1 their taxes ? Why abufe the former adminiitration 
for the exiitence of a debt and deftroy the means by them provided 
to d~fchalge it  ? 

6. The prefent adminiitration have extinguifl~edn part of the na-
tional debt, and have now four millions and an half pf dollars in the 
Treaiury. Three millions of this money was there at  the cloie of the 
pail adminiitration, and, as has been already remarked, not a cent of 
the refidue has becn produced by any of the lneafures of the ruling 
party. It isthe avails of cuitom houfe bonds takenbefore March, I 801. 

It will alfo be recollefied that on the adoption of the conilitutiop, 
thc fcdcralifts affumed the mafiagement of an entirely new goternment 
--itrongly oppofed in its'origin, and which was to be fo adminifiered 
as to fecure to the people of the United States, the great objeas in 
view. They contended with various confllBing intesefis arifing from 
w:thin-with two powerful infnrreEtions-with tedious and expenfivc 
wars with the Indians-with depredations on our commerce from the 
Errgliih to the amount of four millions of dollar+with iimilar de-
predations from the French to the amount of twenty millions-with a 
war in Europe new in its nature and unexampled in its crimes-with 
the intrigues of a foreign government aiming at  univerfal power- 
with oppofition to every important meafure from a firong party at  
home and with the bittereft calumny from thofe who were, by any 
acd eve~y mean, atrcmpting to fupplant then. Againfi all thefe ob- 
Aacles they progrered in natimal wealth and importance-They re-
flared public credit-ipiured dornefiic tranquitity-cfiablihed and pre- 
iervcd the faith, dignity and honor of the nation-funk morc than 
four mitlions of the public debt-left a fuil treafury and Cdw the peo- 
ple more profperous than any country on the globe. Thofe who 
have il~cceeded them, now itand on the foundatioh bhich they !aid- 
lift their heads to the kies and b o d  of the wealth and glory which 
f~;rrounds them-not forgdting but calumniating the authors of this 
mighty good. 

c s  Let  him that puttrth off the harnefs boaft"-When Mr. JeFer-
ion a114 his parly h i l l  have guided our councih for twelve years, and 
&ave produced as great accefions to  national importance and 
ry, as were produced by Wafhingtoh and A d a m  and their councils, 
then may he be indulged in {peaking in terms of contempt of thofe 
who hale pi-eceded him-then may they boail of fomething ireater 
thaa empty proieGonn. 

7th!y. The prefent ad~ninifiration have done mucli in one reTp&. 
Many federalifts h s e  been removed from office and their pla~es 
Elcd with democrats. Many men, reduced to poverty by faithful 
exertions in the revolutionary war, and to whom Wafhington had giv- 
en a bare fupport, have experienced the tender mtrcies of the very fie-
newolsvi and philanthropic,Jefferfon, and of his humJ,k iparumont Gid. 
eon Granger. 
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f t  is in vain to  pretend as is falfely and wickedly infinuated in fIie 

late extraordinary proclamation of Samuel Bilhop, Efq. and otilers, 
that thefe removals have originated in the mal-conduCt of the officers. 
Mr. Jefferfon's letter to  the New-Haven metchants, and Mr. Gran-
ger's defence, both admit that many have been difplaced merely: to 
make room for their friends. 

Is  this the manly and dignified deportment of a chief magifirate- 
of the father of his country ? Is  it required of a Prefident that he 
hould thus p o c l a h  himfelf the head of a party ? Is hepe none of 
that p~litieaY intolerake,*-none of that .toifon to " facial inter-
caurfe," which renders "life a dreary thing ?"-Let candor and in- 
tegrity reply. 

I t  was faid by the friends of Mr. Jefferfon that fhmld he fuceeed 
t o  the chair, no man would be difplaced for his political opinions. 
His  inaugural fpeech gave great countenance to  the affertion. It 
meant that-or it meant nothing, or it  meant to delude the people-the 
alternatives are very unfortudate. 

Mr. Je&rfon fafe in the high &ice of ,Pixiideat and enjoying his 
25,000 dollars per annum, was willing to  conciliate the a&e&ions of 
his political opponents. Hence his foothing fpeech on leaving the 
fenate-Hence the magic fmoothnefs of his inaugaral addrers.-Not 
fo with thole who had toiled and intrigued to elevate him.-They 
had indeed fpoken in language of thunder againfi the removal of any 
democrat by the federalifis, tho7 oply one or two infiances occurred 
during twelve years-They had declared that fuch a procedure was 
unju& and tyrannical. Witnefs the often quoted fpeech of the organ 
of the party in this State, Mr. Granger, on the queition of .the re-
appointment of Mr. Bull to  the office of JuRice of Qorum in May 
I 800. T k f e ,  however, were only profi&~ns-"B~ T H E I R  F R U I T S  

s H A L L  Y B Know THE~."--when their party in the United States 
had prevailed, their language infiantly changed, asd they preffed 
Mr. Jefferfon to the removals which he hBs made. On this fubjdt 
let the following fa&s&f+eak. 

In  April 1801, and within a few weeks after the eleEtion of Mr. 
Jefferfon, the Editor of the Aurora began t o  calumniate him for per- 
mitting federalitta to  remain in office. I n  the cou~fe of his mmatles 
he expreKed himfelf nearly in the following memorable words : L G  IN 
T H E  N A M E  OF GODW H A T  H A V E  W E  R E P U B L I C A N S  B E E N  CON-

T E N D I ~ ~ G  rF FEDERALISTS A R E  TO H O L D  T H E  OFFICES."FOR, 

This was the language of Wm. Duane, who is now receiving the 
higheit emolument from the government of any man in the United 
States, except Mr. Jefferion, and therefgre is now incegantly chauni- 
ing its paiies. I s  i t  not the language of the leading democrats 
every where ? 

,I h w a y  1801 there was a meeting of the heads of department and 
many of their friends at  Wahington. Mr. JeEerfon here itated that  
he was preired from all,Pparts o-f the Union and particulariy from Con-
ntaicut, to  adopt the plan recammended in the Aurora. I t  was then 
agreed that he ffiould begin and carry on the work which we have 
feen. 

' I n  June following there wao a csnvsfition sf the lsading dmec:.ats 



~f the Rate of New-York on Ldng'Ifland. I t  was there determided 
that the Council of Appointment in that fiate ihould adopt fimilar 
meafnres and thus give countenance to  the Preiident. Hence the 
prdcriptions of Ambrofe Spencer ancl his affociates. 

It is remarkable that the pcrfons in ConneAicut who were the firit 
to clzmor againit the iormer adminifiration and the mo3 vehement in 
their abufe of Wafnington and Adams, have fought and obtained 
ofices. Certain names here infiantly occur-Granger, Wolcott, 
Kirby," Huntington, Judd, Hyde,j- Bifl~op, Wilcox, DeWitt, Fof- 
dick, Dodd, Hotckifs, Atmater, &c. &c. kc. There are witneffes 
to the fd&. The fame, I pbefume, may be izid of the democrats in 
the other itates. 

And now, my fell or^ citizens, did thefe men oppofe the govern- 
ment of Wafhington and Adams from principle or from interPJfeed views 
ofo8ce ? Are they the friends of Rcpublicanifm ? or have they,hun- 
gered after the d6  loaves and fihes" of office ? D o  they love the 
people, or T H E  PEOPLE'S M O N E Y  ? 

Sthly. The p d e n t  adminifiration have reduced no falaries. 
I t  was formerly faid that the Preiident aqd all the officers of gov- 

ernment'received too great c~rn~enfations. See Babcock's paper in 
I 800 and mark the repeated railings on this fub,je&. See the oration 
of A. Bikop in September of that year, in which all the froth and 
venom of that writer is exhauited to excite public ind~gnation on this 
account. Indeed the univerfal language of democracy then was, if 
our party prevail they will relieve the people of part of this burden. 

Now what is the fa& ? Not a fakry has been reduced a fingle 
cent-The fees of two or three coPleLtors in large cities were dimin- 
ifl~ed in a trifling degree-This is all that has been done on thiS great 
head of clamor. Nay, a repullican Houfe of Congrefs in March 
1802, revived an a& which had expired on the lafi of December 
I 801 >by which all the ialaries of the great officers of goternmene, 
were augmented. 

Mr. Biihop's father is now receiving feveral hundred dolkrs more 
than was received by David Rufiin, Efq. againit which his oration 
was fo ~o i~ t tcd ly  A. Wolcott7s income is nearly 3000 aimed.-Mr. 
dol lars~er  annurn--and xvhere is the warning voice of the bar room 
orator! Why, Mr. Babcock, is your paper filent as midnight on* 
this oncefeelig iubjeA .) Why not a iyvable uttered againit z5,ooo 
dollar* to Mr. Jefferfon ? I s  there not proof from this fingle fa& fuf- 
ficient to coiivince him who Peeks only the public good, that the 
chiefs in democracy applaud the prefent adminifiration, not becaufe 
the g1e;lt and ;ciportant intereks of the country have been fecureg and 
maintained but becauie they have been promoted to places of honor 
and profit. -

* Mr. ICirbg- was a federalifi till the office of Colle&or at the port of New-
Haven Eeialle vacant by the death of Col. Fitch. H e  applied for that office as 
he has declx: ed-it was given to David Aufiin, Efq.-@ere-If he had obtain- 
ed the oEc2 W O L ! ~  he have been a democrat ? 

-f Mr. Hyde was appointed a Comtdioner  on bankrupts' eitates, but hc dc-
clined itithii:lcing :hat he deferved more of the Rep~blic. 
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gtHly. The principal of the prefent adminiitration bas indeed done 
m e  thing,highly defewing of notice. 

I n  the fpring of 1801he invited Thomas Paine to  this count1"p 
by the following affeaionate letter. 

Yon expreffed a wifh in your Ietter to  return to America by a 
national fhip : Mr. D~awfon who brings over the treaty, and who 
will prefent you this letter, i3 charged withorders to the captain 
of the Maryland to receive and accommodate you back, if yon

" can be ready to depart a t  fuch a fhort warning. You will, in gene- 
'(ral, find us retu~nrd t o  fentiments worthy of former times ; in 

thefe it  will be your glory to  haw fieadily labored, and with as 
" much effeA as any man living. That you may live long t o  continue 
*' your ufeful Zabdrs, and reap the reward ill the thankfulneis of na-
GC tions, is myJ;Plcere prayer. Accept the affurances of my high geem 
*( and affe~fiowteattachment. TH. JEFFERSON." 

On the 30th of July 1796 this Paine wrote a letter to  George 
Wafiington which was printed by the then Editor of the A u r ~ r a ,  
which contained the following obfervations. 
" I knbw that had it  not been far the aid received from France, in 

6 L  men, money and ihips, that your cold and unmilitary conduEe 
'-wollld, in all probability, have loit America. You flept away 
"-your time in the field till the finances of the country were com- 

pletely exhauited, and you have but little fhare in the glory of the 
&' final event." [Page 10.1 

'< I declare myfelf oppofed t o  almoit the whoie of your adminif- 
ec tration ; far I know it to have been deceitful, if not 'even per-
<< jdious." [Page ;.] 

Errors and caprices of the temper can be pardoned and for- - gotten; but a cool, deliberate crime of the heart, Such as Mr. 
" Waihington is capa6Ze of ~ a i n g ,is not t o  be waihed away." 
[Page 39.1 

The  ~njury which Mr. Wafhington's adminifiration has done t o  
'< the charaAer as well as to  the commerce of America, is too great 

t o  be repaired by him."' [Page 49.1
'' In  what a fraudulent light mufi Mr. Wakington's charaaer 
appear in the world when his declarations and his canduEt are com-

6C pared together." [Page 49.1 
' c  It is laughable to  hear Mr. Wakington talk of his Sympathetic 

rr feelings, who has always been remarked, even among his friends, 
for n t having any." [Page 54.1 
",Tle fuccefsful flurmifhes at the clofe of the campaign of 1776. 

<' (matters that would Ecarcely be noticed in a better itate of things.) 
'< make the brilliant exploits of General Wafhington's feven years 
" campaign.-No wonder we fee fo much paiillanimity in the F'reJ-

'. dent, when we fee fo little enterpifr in the General." [Page 57.1
" A s  to you, Sir, treacherous in private friendihip, and a hypocrite

" in public life, the world will be puzzled t o  decide whether you are 
<' an apgaie or an inap@or ;whether you have abandoned good priw 
" ciples, or whether you ever hatl any." [Page 64.1 

C 
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At this fame office of the Aurora were printed the firR and recond 
part of Paiae's Age  of Reafon. In  this book are the following foul 
blafpherniea. 

Where he {peaks of the refurreEtion of the faints at our Saviour's 
crucifixion, this paKage is prefented : 

(6 Matthew ihould have told us whether they came out naked and 
6G all in natural buff, he-faints and he-faints, or whether they came 
C L  full dreffed, and where they got their dreffes-whether they went 
a to their former habitations and reclaimed their wives, their huibands 
&' and their property, and how they were received-whether they en- 
(6 teked ejefirnents for the recovery of their poffeflions, or brought 
gc a&ions of crim. eorc. againfc the rival interlopers-whether they re- 
(( mained on earth, and followed their former occupatiorrs of preach- 
r r  ing or working, or whether they died a g a i ~ ,  or went back to thtir 
rc  graves and buried themlelves." 

Again, {peaking of the prophecy of Ifaiah, 6' Behold a virgin @all 
conceive and barc a fun," he fays, 
tr  I t  certainly was not a,difficult thing in any time of the world t o  

rc find a girl withtchild, or to  make her fo ; and Ifaiah knew 
66 or one before-hand : for I do not fuppofe that the prophets of that 
66 day were any more to be trufied than the priefis of this." 


And  leit this houZd not fuffice, he adds, 

66 The  fable of Jefus ChriR, taking it  as it  is told, is blafphemouffy 


1~ 	obfcene. It gives an account of a young woman engaged to be 
married, and while under this engagewent, f ie  is, to  fpeak plain 
language, debauched by a ghoit. This itory is, upon the face of 

6 6  it, the fame kind of Bory as that of Jupiter and Leda, or that of 
6( Jupiter and Europa, or any other of the amorous adventqres of 
cc Jupiter." 

Shall the fucceffor of Wahington take to  his arms the wretch who 
thus attempted to blafi his fair fame ? Will the iirit magiitrate bf a 
nation profeffing the Chriiiian religion, invite to  our ihores and 
cheriih in our bofom this fcoffer of the Saviour-this blafphemer of 
God ! ! ! 

Seventhly. What M now a t t e q t e d  t o  be done in thb P a t e  8y thoJi 
who are Jded  Acpublicans ? 

T h e  aniwer t o  this quefiion is plain. T h e  people, in this Bate, 
have obferved a iingular uniformity in theif eleaions. Although the 
Governor and all the other high officers of the Eegiflature-the 
judges of the various cofirts of law, asd jufiices of the peace, are an- 
'nually ele&ed, yet they are, except in very few initanees, re-appointed. 
Such mifconduti alone prevents as fubjeAs the candidate to repraach. 

* T h e  people have t h ~ u g h t  it  no objeaion to a man that he has receiv- 
ed the repeated approbation of his fellow citizehs, and that experi- 
ence was no difqualification. Hence the judges of pur Courts fee1 
that independence which is Secured in offices holden during good be- 
havior-a tenure of the office of a judge lefs fiable would be greatly 
to  be lamented. And will it not be acknowledged that our eleAions 
thus uniform have preferved a great hare of political happinefs ? 
%V'hr) will fay that in this itate"t11eimportant inter& of fociety are 



mot as well proteaed and the great objetts sf government as well 
promoted as in any portion of the globe ? And has not peace arid 
tran'quility generally prevailed !-But an attempt is now making to 
remove your Governor, Lieutenant Governor, every member of the 
Council except ONE-your Secretary and Treaiurer, and to fill their 

i places with men, to  fay the leafi, whofe charaaers will not endure a 
comparifon. I f  fuch a change can be effeaed and a democratic ma- 
jority is fecured in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, there will follow a 
change of all your other officers. Tbe  judges of your fnperior and 
inferior Courts-juitices of the peace, fneriffs, &. kc. muit be fuc- 
ceeded by thofe who now pant for their places. Will your Supreme 
Court of Errors, and your Supeiior Court\deferve more of your con-
fidence when filled by iuch men ? D o  fuch men ieek your good, or is 
their obje& a gratification of their own ambition ? 1 

L e t  it  not bejaid that a democratic Legiflature will not thus con- 
du&-Look at  the itates in which democracy has prevailed and fee 
its operations. 

EightMy. Whatmeans are aJd tq efi~ttthzirobjeE ? 
I n  May 1800 a meeting of the leading democrats of this itate was 

holden, and t k y  eitablilhed themielve's into what they termed a Re- 
pu  ican fociety, in imitation of the Jacobin clubs or  which I have 
fpo%n. This has been continued ever fince. There are branches of 
thls iociety in eich county and town. Here originated the fir& gen- 
eral nomination in ConneBicut. It was printed at'Suffidd, or in the 
neighborhood, under the eye of Mr. Granger in the fummdr of I 800. 
This geheral meeting is holden at  Hartford and New-Haven in May 
and OBober during the fefions of the Lcgif laturc4ele  ates hold 
&ecial conventions juit before each freemen7s meeting r. deignate the 
perfons to be fupported at the then enfuing eleaion. Such a con- 
vention was holden a t  ICillingworth in Auguk lait, and as the buiinefs 
was of a fecret nature all the democrats of the town were excluded 
except Gen. Wilcox, his brother, and Noah Leiter, Efq., T h e  re- 
fult of their doings is tranfmitted to  each County firit-then to 
each town. The  general meeting, at the iefion of the Legiflature, 
decide rwhat queaions ihall be brought before the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives for difcuilion-what iubjeAs will moit inflame t h a  paflions 
and create party ipirit. I t  direas alio the topics to be difcuirrd in 
Babcock's paper, and the complaints to be urged to the people. 

Hence originated what was called the Baptiit petition which was 
circulated thro' the Bate and obtained Lveral thoz~iand figners, many 
of whom doubtleis honeitly iought the public good. After this 
petition had been fuSciently circulated, it was thought proper to  
aflr of the General Aii'embly, i n  May bit, to afign it  for trial on a 
particular day, perhaps hoping that the requek would be der~icd-it 
was however granted and Mr. Edwards and Mr. Granger, it waq 
faid, were to  advocate it. Thefe gentIemen however did not appear 
and of courie no trial was had. The  Airembly, itill willing to  examine 
its merits, referred it t o  a committee%f eighteen members from the 
two houfes, to enquire and report. By this committee, feveral of 
w~hom were fuppofed to be its advocates, i t  was thoroughly canvaKed 
and eveq geztleman profeffed hitrifelf entirely fatiskied that there w a ~  



no ground of complaint which the Legiffahre muM remove, except 
John T. Peters, Efq. who declared that nothing fhort of an entire 
repea! of the laws for thc fupport of religion, would accord with &S 
ideas. A report was accordingly made, accepted by both bhpufes 
without diviGon, and has fince been publiked. From that t h e  
this fubjea has flept, and probably the high duties of Poifmafier 
Gener-a1 have precluded any further attention t o  it,' from Mr. 
Granger. 

T h e  leaders of theparty having thus difpofed of the inter& of 
religion, in OBober la& originated a bill and prefented it  thro' Mr. 
Peters to the Houfe of Reprefentatives for univerfal idrage.  It 
was not without much debate in the democratic fociety, that this biU 
was p a a d .  It was warmly oppokd. Mr. Hyde when it was firit 
preknted to the Houfe, declared to a friend, that it was a '' curled 
fooliih thing," yet, thro' itrength of p a y ,  he voted for it. 

On the propriety of iuch an effential alteration in the qualifications 
of freemen, I would only remark that I 9pprehend it  will be found 
a found maxim that the right of fuffrage fhould principally reft in the 
great body of land holders. They have too much' felf refpea to  en- 
dure the flighteit approaches to  flavery-they have too much a t  itake 
t o  tolerate anarchy-equally oppoied to there dreadful extremes and 
bound to their country by a itrong tie, they fhauld have a command- 
ing influence in the choice of rulers. It fliould alfo here be obferved 
that on an experiment of nqarly two centuries, Conneficut has been 
happy without univerfal ruffrage-an experiment thus fan&ioncd, 
fhould not be abandoned upon the arguments of interefied partizans. 
M y  fellow citizens, does Mr. Peters Japprehend that this medure 
would promote the pub& interefl or does he think that thereby he 
fhould fooner reach the council chamber ? 

This party, a t  times, are fieliigZy aliwe to  the intereits of certain 
religious denominatians. (Does this arife from their love of religion 
or  a wiih to  gain itrength to democracy ?-I will Aate a fa& on thia 
fubjeA which when it fhall meet the eye of certain gentlemen will 
pauie a blufh. The  Epifcopalians in this Rate having become a nu- 
merous and refp&able body of Chriitians, have lately &ablii$ed an 
academy at Chefnire. For the due management of this infiitution, 
an a& of incorporation in their favor, was pared by the Legiflature. 
They applied in May lafi for a lottery to  raife 190oodollars for 
funds-this application was then refufed on the ground of the evil to 
community from lotteries. I n  OBober la?, the application was re- 
newed, and while it u7as pending before the Council and after it  had 
paffed in the Houfe of Repreientatives, hlr. Kirby. and Mrs. Peters 
perionally waited on the gentlemeh entruited with the management 
of the petitio and urged them to enlarge their requeJf frxm j f t e en  to 
thirty r b . + t % & i h r J .  Why was thia done except from the hope 
that the requefi would be io great as to prodilce a negative in the 
Council ? The inference from this wily conduA of Kirby and Peters 
is that they hoped for a negative upon that application that they 
might the more iuccefsfully manage their intrigue. The  gentlemen 
however iaw thro' the artifrce and declined the meaiure-the petitinn 



was granted, and who doubts the mortification of certain men whe 
pretended to efpoufe i t  ? 

Ie ConneAicut the Clergy with one Or tw9 exceptions are the iin- 
eere friends of the former adminiitration and of courfe federaliits. 
Hence, as might be expeaed, the party of which I am fpeakina 
have direEted their artillery againit this body of men. They are the 
fubjeEts of inceffant and unmerited abufe in the weekly publications 
of the Mercury ;-and the Aurora, the Watch Tower and the Bof- 
ton Chronicle kindly lend their aid t o  the honorable employment af 
deitroying the cmnfidence of the people in their miniiters of religion. 
Neither pudence, wifdom, learning or piety afford them any fecurity 
agairiit the bafe deiigns of thefe their open enemies. Abraham Biihop 
has written and difperfed into every corner of the,itate a treatife cal* 
culated to  excite contempt and deteitation again& the Clergy* and 
all profeffors of religion. Now, let me a h ,  why this perlecuti~n 
againit this body of men ? Are they not in general, fober, difcreet, 
upright and pious men ? Have they difturbed fociety-deftroyed vir-
tuous habits-or inculcated principles or praAicrs dangerous to  the 
peace and well being of community? Have they made nope better- 
have they aFTfted none to the attainment of virtue and holinefs- re 
there no parents, children, hubands or chriitians who will witnefs 9ar 
them, and .for their faithful labors in the caufe of righteoufnefs ? 

Again, what could they effeB were they as depraved as their ene- 
mies pretend ? Settled in the various parifhes on a bare fubfiitenca, 
and dependent for that pittance on an annual vote of the people, and 
candidates for qo office, are they a phalanx dangerous t o  liberty ? I s  
not the f~~ggeition folly and madnefs ? 

I will only add, that it  is not here intended that the mean: which 
are thus pra&ifed by the leaders in democracy, are afcribable to  all 
who are denominated democrats+Itis believed that many of them 
areloneitly purfuing, in their own opinlon, the intereit d the pub- 
lic. w i t h  fuch I have no controverfy- -to all fuch the foregoing re- 
r n r k s  are fubmitted with a wilh that they may be read and duly 
weighed. 

Ninthly. What is thplaia duty of thoJ who are fedei-al$s and re-
joice to  fie cadltd bhe followers of Waj ington and A d a m  ? 

If you are fatisfied that the firft twelve years adminiitration of our 
national government was upright, wife and faithful, liable only t o  
thofe errors which attend all human exertions and all the plans of 
men-if the government of Conneaicut has been fo exercifed as to 
promote the great interrits of fociety-If your Governor, as a man 
and a ruley, poireires your entire confidence--if your Co~nfel lors~ 
Judges, Delegates in Congreis and executive officers deferve your 
approbation-if your ichools, colleges and churches aie fources of 
real and enduring good-if the clergy tend to promote peace and 
profperity here, and happinefs hereafter-if that itate of things, 

" Mr. Bihog may be indulged in Eome hatred to  the ciergy fince his attempt 

t o  fwindlc the larpe Dr. Edwards out of a valmble t raa  of land In Vermont 

by giving'him a deed of it and receiving the mozey vr Fcn LC Fad yrev~oufly 

conveyed the lame land to his father S. Elhop,  Pi?. 
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which has been the boa& of ConneEticut, is worth cherihing aria 
greferving, and if the attempts to deitroy this fyfiem, are bafe and,. 
foul, originating in the pafions of avarice and ambition and having in 
view ouly feif aggrandizement-then you will alipear, with undaunted 
intrepidity, in fupport of the cauie of truth and righteoufnefs. 
urge you to no fecret cabals-to the eitabliihment of no Jacobinic 
clubs-to the affertion of no falfehoods-to no unjuft attacks on the 
chawfiers of men-to no improper prejudices againk thole who hob-' 
efily diEent from you in opinion-to no bitternefs, railing or wrath- 
Yet I do urge you to meet twice ;\ year, snd oftener if called, and in 
your freemen's meetings, diretiled by a found difcretion, and influenced 
by a pxoper regard for your country's honor, give your f~~ffrages 
for thofe whom your confciences approve. L e t  no federalifi fay 
my town will do right without me, or my vote will not oppofe the 
triumph of democracy. Each freeman Ihould feel that he has a 
high and impodant duty to perform, and that in negleEting it, he is 
inexcuiable. 

I cannot conclude without pointing your particular attention t~, 
the late iingolar attempt to influence your elefiions, relying that your 
awn refle&icdns on this fubjeEt, will powerfully urge you to a ~unEtual 
and general attendance on freemen's meetings. 

The  circular lctter iffued at New-Haven by Abraham Bifhop and 
intended by the managers of the fefiival to have been Secret4 fpread 
into various parts of the itate, is now before the.public. The  party 
finding that this Jacobin fcheme was difcorered, have pretended that 
i t  was defigned for publication : But this is only a pretence. F a a s  
on every iide oppoie it. A few quef ions will place this matter in 
its true light. Why'did not this letter appear in Babcock's paper 
wiginally ? Why incur the expence of printing it in band bills ? W h y  
take the trouble to  inclofe it  in letters to the leading dempcrats ? Yet 
the Mercury confeffes that fuch was the management adopted. T h e  
truth is that this letter is the geliuinc offspring of a Jacobin club and 
is of the fame nature with the intrigues and exertions of fuch clubs 
as before defcribed. It diretils the agents and tools of the party t o  
'influence the minds of the freemen by the fouleit falfehoods, and to 
affume the Icld front which praaices, with temporary fuccefc, any 
artifices to  carry a point. In  filch vile attempts at  defiioneering, 
truth and honor are proitituted, pnd, if the great body of the people 
of ConneEticut do pot reiiit them with the intrepi8 firmnefs of inde- 
pendent freemen, they 'will deitrofthat p'urity of eleaions which 
alone can preferve a Republic, and introduce a fyitem which affuredy 
will end in the entile dekrufiion of our deareit privileges.-Le~ it  
not be imagined that fuch will not be the i f i ~ e  gf thefe foul intrigues. 
Hiitory fpeaks on this fubjea in language plain and forcible, and 
the example of France muit carry conviaion to every hone& mind. 
L e t  it be remembered that freedom cannot exik in that itate or cam- 
munity which is governed by a Jacobin club-and let every citizen 
lay it to heart, that if fuch intrigues as this letter difclofes and incul- 
cates,' are not difcountenanced and defiroyed, liberty muit be facri- 
ficed on the altar of ambition, and henceforth demagogues who 
defcend to the employment of the mofl bafe and deteftabie meansg 
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will govern the people. Thofe who reprobate fuch men and meal- 
ures ard bound by the ftrongeik ties to  take their itand, and meet the 
foe in the front. This  will frown the meafures and their authors into 
contempt. There is virtue and intelligence in the people of Con- 
neaicut and I rruk their energy will appear with increafed luitre on 
the I I th  of April, and h o w  to the United States that ConneAicut 
is neither feduced by :he fnares of Virginia policy, nor awed by the 
impudence of unprincipled and ambitious democrats. 
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