










THE FAMILY 


R I C H A R D  B R I K K E R H O F - F ,  

26 Reacle St., New York. 
1887. 

CC 





CONTENTS. 

PAGE. 

Preface - 3 
Coat of Arms - Y 
Old First Church of Brooklyn - 10 
Joris Dircksen Brinckerhoff - 11 
Col. John Brinckerhoff - - 1 7  
Col. Derick Brinckerhoff 81 
Brief Account of the SumouncLings of the Family in Xerv 

Jersey - . 16 
The Pennsylvania Colony 32 
The New Pork Colony - - 39 
Genealogical Record - 43 --
Genealogy of the Flushing Branch of the 3rinckerhoff 

Family - - 7 5  
General Family Record - Yi 
Old Brinckerhoff House, Kewtomn - 103 
Cane of Hendrick Jorisen Brinckerhoff - 105 
Sketch of the Old Homestead of Hendpick Jorisen 

Binckerhoff, and of the owner sthcreof - - 10fi 
Jo~isDircksen Brinckerhoff's Secretmy 111 
Bi-centennialBrinckerhoff Re-union - - 1.21 

The Old Krst Church of Brooklyn. 
Coat of Arms. 
Homestead of Col. John Brinckerhoff 
Homestead of Col. Derick Brinckerhoff. -
Lands purchased by Joria Brinkerhoff for himself and sons in 

York (now ddams) County, Pa. 
Location of Adams County BrinkerMs. 
Cane of Hendrick Jorisen Brnickerhoff. 
Homestead of Hendrick Jo$iwn Brinckerhoff. 
Joris Dirchn ~rinckerho&%,Secretary. 
Homestead Farm of Bendrick Joriseu Brinckerhoff. 





PREFACE. 


BY GE?TERALR. BFXNKIiCFXIO~, OF hmSFIELD, OHIO. 

THE oldest institution among men, of which n-e ha>-e any 
knowledge, is the family. God createdAdam and Ere, 
and planted then1 Eastn-ard in a garden, and frorn that 

day to this the fundamental condition of all human society 
centers in the family. When that fails erelytlGng fails. 
Under these circumstances it is cloarly evident t,hatthe fil-st 
duty, and highest duty, of allwise statesmanship, is to protect, 
encourage and p~~rifythe family. -The Bible, as a whole, is 
made up almost eutirely of incidents in the history of a siugle 
fanlily. A nation is simply an aggregation offamilies. When 
the farnlly is weak the nation is weak. If this be true, then 
it cannot be ui~wisefor a family to consider its condit.ions and 
hstory. In fact,.itm-ould seem to be its highest,dlity to do so, 
and to put; away everything that weakens it, anti eneourzage 
everythingthat streugthens it. 

In this free and independent country of ours, where the 
. fundamental lam of the nation declares that all men Irere 

created free and equal, it has beer1 the labit of our people tcl 
misapply this declaration to the conditions of nature, instead 
of the eonditiolls of legislation, where it belongs. The resdt 
has been that to many peopIe it is almost a sin to have had a 
grmrlfather. This certainly is a graxTe mistake. Everyone 

considers the subject seriously must know, and e-cery 
student of Biology does h o w ,  that the goveriag forces of 
every human life are to a very large extent the forces of 
heredity. 

: .-. 
"For we are the same our f e l ~ r sh a ~ ebeen ; 
We see the same sights our fathers have seen-
We drink the same streamand view the wrie sun, 
And run the same course our fathers h s ~ erun." 

In short we are borne upon tho currents of a stream whose 
fouutain head lies far back in the infiuite past. XTe nlny 



deflect that dream somewhat ;we may pu1-3~it somewhat ; 
n7emay, by skill and couiage, evade its rocks a,ndwhidyools 
somewhat ; but nevertheless down that ccuxtl~t-\we must go, 
and what m-e get we must get within its ever-flow-hlgwaters. 

The questions of heredjty, therefore: aro serious questions 
--serious to us and serious to those n-ho shall come aftcr us. 
If the stream is a bad one, let us eudeawr to make it better 
for our children. Tf we find an ugly roclr in its channel, we 
can at  least mark its location as a t\+ming-to those yllo shall 
come after us. In this light, t,lze~efore,Genealogy is not,fool-
iskuess, but wisdom. In this light, Genealogy is "l~hilosophy 
teaching by example." In this spirit, me should consider tho 
facts of our family history. 

Our family stream in America has but one fountain head, 
and t.hat dates back t o  1635, >\-hellJoris Dircksen Brinker-
hoff, with his family, landed in the little city of Nen- Am-
sterdam. From Joris Ililscksen (Joris, soil of Dirck), so far 
as kno-rvn, without exceptmiion,haw come a811who bear the 
name, or lineage, of Brinkerhoff upon the Amel-icanconti-
nent. Some spell the name B-r-i-n-e-kand some B-r-i-n-k,and 
the orthography of either is fully authelltimted in ancient. 
docwnei~ts. Tn a few lna~luscriptsit is written "Blinker-
hoB," and in one illstance Van Blj-nckerhoff. Thc Flushing 
branch of the fanlily (descenda1t.s of Abraham, son of Joris 
Dirckseil), for the most part, use the "c." The Bergen branch 
(descondmlts of Hendrick, son of Joihis Dircksen), have almost 
entirely omitted it. -4mong the families of the name remain-
ing in Holland the "c ?' has never been ho-r\711, and probably 
it is an hrnerirnll innovation. It is, hovever, a matter of but 
IittIe importance, for "c " or no "G " we are a,ll descei~c1arit.s 
of Joris Dircksen as our common ancestor. 

In "The Etymological Dictionary of Fanily and Christian 
Sames," by Wm. Art,hur, M. d.,the name Brinkerhoff is 
derived from Brenge?%oJ the Dutch for "Messenger of the 
cuart, or head messenger qr,cprrier; from Brmger, a messen-
ger, I L O ~ ,a court, or hoofd, #&f, a leader." 

Among European nations, outside of the Romans, family, 
or surnames, are of comparatively recent origin. The most 
ancient names that have come down to us, as, for instalm, ,
those of the early Hebrews, a.re distinguished for bheir sim-
plicity, a single word only constituting the name, as Adam, 







Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon. In order t o  partic-
ularize, the name of the fat.her -iiras soil~etimesadded, as 
David, son of Jesse; or the place from \\-hence he came, as 
Jesus, of Nazareth. 

The Egyptians, Sss j~ ians ,R~tti~lonians,Persians, and 
Greelrs, had no surnames. 

Suri~ameshaTe origimterl in 1-arious ways. Some are 
de~ivedfrom the names of places; otllers f ro~noffices and 
lxofessions ; f co~npersonal peculiarities ; from the Christian 
or proper name of the father ; fro111the pe~for~nanceof certain 
act,iol~s; from objects in the animal, m i n e d  ailri vegetable 
rrol.ld, and from accidelltd circumstances of el-ery varied 
character. 

It is impossible to  state at.nrhat precise pcrioil nmles became 
stationaq, or began to descend hereditarily. According to 
Carnden, surnames began to be taken up in fiance about the 
year 1000,and in England about the time of thc Coliqueut 
(IOBG), or a very little be£ore. ui~derEd>%-ard,the Confessor. 
In Ireland surnames were llot cornlrton until 1465,when. ~mcler 
the reign of Edward t,heFourth, it was enacted hy statutethat 
every Irishman, dwelling within English jurisdiction, should 
take a surname. InUTalessurnames were stmilllater. In fact, 
outsicleof the Latin races, in Europe, sulvanlesdid not heconle 
cozlmon until after the disco-veryof America, and in Holland 
they were not rliliversd uutil within the last two hundred years. 

111 the adoption of surnanles, it became very collmlon to 
adopt the Christian name of the father, as, for example, in 
Englallrl, Johnson, ~nea~iing Jollil ; in Scotland, Macsoil of 
meant son; and hence McGo\van, son of Gon-an ; in Ireland, 
O'Xeil, --as soil of Reil; in Welsh, Ap Aomel, was son of 
Howe1 ; among the Nol-m~nsFitz TVillianl was SOU of miil-
h m ;and so in Dutch, Dircksen, son of Dirck. 

Anlong tllc Dutch, howcvel; surnames WFYC! ]nore largely 
deli+-ed froin places. For example, Tan incant of, or from, 
and hence, Iran Bureu meant from the town of Buren ; ITm 
Antm-erp, from Antwerp, etc. 

So, in the same way, occup:ation, personal peculiarities, or 
mental characteristic, 1)ecanle a surname ; a ~ ~ i l ,therefore, 
through this form of evolution, at some time, not wry distant 
and in some way, tve do not know how, the name Brink-
-erhoff became a surname; anilthispu1)lication is the first fruit-
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age of an entwprise which has in view the preservation of 
the genealogical records of the families which have borne this 
name upon the American continent. 

On thc evening of February 39, 1884, upon the in-ritation 
d Gen. R. Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield, Ohio, a consultation 
was held at Room 82, Fifth Avenue Hotel, New Pork, by a 
number of those who bear the family name, and anorganiaa-
tion was formed "for the purpose of preserving tjherecords, 
history and traditions of all f a d e s  who wrote t.heir names 
Briu 'c ' kerhoff or Brinkerhoff." 
Of this organization, T.TTan Wyck Bri~ikerhoff,of Clove 

Branch, Dutchess County, X. Y.,was elected president, and 
R. Br.i~ikerZlofl,of Mansfield, Ohio, was elected secretary. 

Under the direction of this organization, bhilks and circu-
lars were sent to all those of the name, asrapidly as they could 
be ascertained. Some responded promptly, but many,as yet, 
have rnade no reply. In some localities special interest was 
maui£ested, and especially among the descendants of the Con-
ewagocolony, in Pennsylvania, and so much so that a re-union 
\)-as held on the twenty-fist of August, l8S4,on the old home-
stead of Joris Brinkerhoff, the founder of that colo~ly,at 
which over eighty of the naitle, or blood, were present;, some 
of whom were from other States. Upon iizvit;xtion, John  H. 
Hrinkerhoff, and his nephew, of Bergeu County, New Jersey, 
also attended, and upon their retwn they brought such a 
fa~ora'olereport of the elljo~rmelltsof the occasion, that the 
kindred in New Jersey determined to have a re-union, which 
should also be a bi-ce~itennialcelebration of the settlement 
upon the Hackensack, by Hen drick Joesaen Brinkerhoff, the 
father of the entire Bergen branch of t h e  family, and also to 
extend an invitation to fhe members of the Flushing branch. 

This celebration twk place August 27, 1885, and the resrdts 
were so gratzyiug to those who attended that a general desire 
was expressed that a full account of the proceedings should 
bo printed in permanent form for preservation. 

At first it mas proposed to make this account the chief 
feature of the publication, and to  supplement it with a brief 
sketch or two  of Brinkerhoff biography. Later, however, a 
change of plan was suggested and adopted, making the bio-
graphical part more extended, and the chief feature, with the 
bi-centennialaccount, asanappendix. This, while it enlarged 



the ~vork,and made it more vjhmble, invoIved more time in 
preparation, and has, consequently, delayed the publication 
until the present time. It has, also, in this armngcment, been 
deemed desirable to gi3-e some of the results of t h e  investiga-
tions so far made by the Joris Dircksen Society above 
referred to. By doing this, it is hoped that the many who 
have imt yet responded to inquiries made, be induced to 
do so promptly, as they can now determine very easily, by 
reference to the genealogical outlines furnished, just m-here 
they belong, and will understand distinctly just --hat is 
desired. 

Of course, rmder the circumstances, many errors TCY~IIbe 

found, and all these should be pointed out to the officers of the 
association, so that they canbe corrected in the more compIete 
recorbdto be published hereafter. 

Fcorri this pizblicatior~it mill be seen that the Brinlrerhoff 
family is one of the oldest in America, and that the ~-eco~cii t  
has made is not ~lnn~orthy preservation and remembrance.of 
In fact, we doubt if ally £amiIy, as an entirety, can s11o.r~a 
more honorable record. 

The history of our family is in eT-ery respect worthy of 
preservation, All tho way down in every generation are men 
and women of character and influence in the communities in 
which they 1i1-ed. We have furnished legislators for States 
and Nation ; clergymen for mans7pulpits ; sol&ers for every 
war of the Republic ; judges for the highest Courts, and mag-
istrates without number as Justices of the Peace. Even 
t,o-day,in a score of cities, are lawyers, physicians, merchants, 
manufacturers, editors, bankers, college professors, raihoad 
officials, and artisal~sof the highest skill, who bear the name 
of B~inkerhoff,and in the country, in a dozen different States, 
are farmers of that name who are a,ffluentin broad acres, and 
honored citizens of the communities in xvhich they h e .  



COAT-OF-ARMS. 

T is not proposed that -R-eenter deeply into the science ofI Herd&?-, -,but a few facts relating t o  the subject may 
11ro-i-eiizteresting, aall help to a better understanding of 

our f am* coat-of-al-nls. 
The origin of armorial bearings seems lost in the obsc~zrit~y 

of past ages, but tImt they were used at a nlost remote period 
is proven hj- the Bible (see Nw1)ers ii, 2); and do we not also 
read of the "Lio11 of the tribe of Judah?" 

It has been thought that the Egg-ptian 1uerogIyphics have 
some analogy to the nlorlern coat-of-ani~s,-\vhiIe it is \%-ell 
known that, amollg the Indians, the varions tribes and fami-
lies meye distiuguislled by devices called " t,otem.'' -4mong 
the au~iiclltMexicans: Greeks, Romans, Germans, French, and 
English, iizdeed, anlong all nations, call be traced the amloriad 
bearings, both of the individual and the State. 

Herald?., as such, seems to have had no positive existeilce 
~ d i labout the middle of the twelf3h century,nor mas it 
deciued of iniyorta~zceuntil the time of the wars of the Cru-
sades, as su ;omany of the coats-of-arms of auciellt families 
denote, from their T-arietyof crosses and ~cscol1opslzells, fhat 
t,hey weye adoptcd in c-omme~no~ationof a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Laud. 

The ir~ottoes,as seen on the coats-of-arnlsare not a ileees-
sity. It is ol>ttiondwith the recipient whether he assumes one 
OT more, or none. 111 early tiines they were often the war 
c ~ ywith ~ v l i c ha leader called his followers to battle. The 
Seotch, in ~ m n yinstances, use two mottoes--one above the 
crest, the other under the arms. 

Crests and amas m e  oftell spoken of indiscriminateIy. 
They are, ho-r~-e\~cl;two distinct branches of heraldry. The 
fist approach to a crest is seen in the barrel-shapedhelmet of 
King Richard I of England, aid it 1r.a.s not until the shield 
was so burdened and overloaded with figures as to render it 
diflicult to decipher, that the crest was adopted as a relief, and 
a rno1.e ready m T a j to  distinguisl~families. 







Mr. James Rker, it well-known antiquarian, and au aut,hor-
ity in matters appertaining to heralctr~,furnishes the fol1011--
ing description of the Brinckerlloff coat-of-arms: 

"The artnorid bearings, the original esclitcheoll of the 
fairlily, denotes in the color, bhte, fidelit,?; in t'he white of the 
shield, the honors of Knigl~thood; the wings signifj-ing 
promptness in State affairs ; and t,he 'flower hills' in the 
knight's shield exprcss faitlduhess and honesty.

"Such is the statement (trailslated)fiwnished me ill Id48 bj-
TfteobalcZ Rde?-t,HeraWike~.,copied from book. l e t t e ~B, p. 
129: of a volunlino~~s ~ - o r k~~~ntitlcriG e ~ ~ n a l ~  'Eumpean 
HeraIclry,' publislied at TTieluua.:' 

In verification of the foregoing, Mr. Hiker adds : "You 
will like to know how fay I can vouch for this sttntenlellt. 
This far: That I saw and examined the sel-era1 printer1 folio 
volumes from which Robert copied for me an account of n 
nlumber of families, and among them the B~inckerhoff fanlily; 
and that thc Bri~lckerlioffcoat-of-alms,which I gix--r:in my 
Annals of Nemto\\m, formed a heading to that account of the 
falily. The books bore themarks of ageanduse. 

''Rohe~t,,a German, had every appearance of a truthfull 
and honest person, and after sifting him, I --as satisfied he 
could be trusted. Rev. G. C. SChancB also employccl hiin and 
fo~rnedthe srtrlie opinion of him. I therefore send 3-011the 
al~ovc:in the firm belief, that it is ,z correct transcript from the 
Gelman work, entitled 'Europaischen Wappensamlilng.' " 

It m y  be stated further that the shield is patially eileic-
cIed by a ~ ~ z c i n t l i l qof foliage or feathers, often arlded merely 
for o~nament; and that the Opu?t-h~l-ecl thevism denotes t l ~ t  
family -A-as of patrician sank. -4Iso the year in \.;hic'rl tlie 
coatce-of-arnlswas gi3-en, as obtained from a~ztllenticsources, 
is 1307. 



THE OLD FIRST DUTCH CHUBCH OF BROOKLYN. 

HE lat,er yeam of Joris Dircksen Brinckerhoff's Me wereT so ti~oroughlyidentified with this Old First Church of 
I3rooklj~1,t.hat a riew of this honored and venerable 

building is presented as ourfrontispiece, to remind his descend-
auts of the nro~kin which he was engaged. It gives a true 
expressio~~to his life, and is an honor to his memory. 

Our honored father wras the first and only elder of this 
church at the time of its organization, and contiuued its only 
elder wtiI the time of his death. He had been appointed to 
take charge of the building of the church, and up to the time 
of his death had beer1 actively engaged in collecting money 
for that puqmse. The church was to havebeell built the same 
minter when he died; but for some cause its progress mas 
delayed. He never, therefore, saw this church; hut it waa 
ae~erthelesshis church, and it was his untiring zeal which 
aiclcd as much, if not more, than any other man's, in found-
ing;it. 

He was buried in the open space m-hich can be seen to the 
light in the ellpaving. It afterwards became the country 
burial pound, where the old first set,tlersof Brooklyn were 
lai-gdy bu~ied. The chiwch itself stood in the center of the 
country highmay, on the Flatbush road, two or three blocks 
from the City Hall. 

By T. V.mT. B. 



JORIS DIRCKSEN BRISCKERHOFF. 

BY T. VXV i W C K  BRNKERHOFF, E M T  FIXXlKUL, X. Y.  

HE ancestor of the entire dmcrimu family who spell theirT names RrinckerhofT, or Briolierhoff, was born, as nearIy 
as can now be def,errnined,in the county of Dreuthe, in 

Rolland, in 1609. This as an erentful periocl in the history 
of Holland. The disco~rerywas then bciilg made, in the far 
distant parts of the earth, by bold ancl intrepid seamell rt-llo 
had been fearless conairs against the Spanish sql~:~drons,of 
one of the nlost beautiful river ways of the -r\-or.kl, every-
where ackno-rvlerlged now to  ba the Wline of dmerim, the 
then weird, wilil, unexplored, and hitherto unknown Hudson. 

The old lorrls of the soil, the Mohicans, calleci it the Mohi-
canituck, "the colltinuously flowing waters." The people I\-ho 
livcd near its mouth called it the Manhattes ; by others Rio de  
Nontajgne, or river of the mountains. These bold discovere~s 
called it, in honor of their fatherland, in honor of the Prince 
of Orange and Maurice, his distinguished son, Mauritius. 

Upon the banks of this river, in this distant ancl rtnexplored 
part of the new world, this child was to spend many of the 
later years of his eve~ltfidlife. Upon its bank ten successi+-e-
generations of his descendants have already lived and made 
their home. There are believed t o  be to-day not less than one 
thousand persons who bear the name of Brinckerhoff in 
America, and at least ten thousancf more not of the name, but 
who me, ne~ert~hheless,descencianis of Joris Dircksen. Ten 
thousand king people on the earih to-day can trace their 
descent fromthis child who was born when the Hudson River 
was first discovered. The Brinckerhoff f d y  may, therefore, 
claim to be one of the oldest and most unrnerous of all the 
Knickerbocker families in America. 

Of the history of the family prior to 1609, Mr. Riker, iu his 
"Sanals of Newtotvn," has g i ~ e nthe following statement, 
which is believed to be essentially correct : 
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"Tlxis i*espectabIeand extensive family is of Flemish ex-
traction, and n-as originally located in the city of Ghent, in the 
Xetherlallds, --here it,s members are mentioned as free-born 
cit,izens,or patricians of that city, and among whom L%lld~ies 
Bri~~ckerlzoff,seizator and syndic in 1307, is particuIa.rlyman-
tioned in the annals of those timcs. From Ghent, the family 
extended it,self to HoIIand, Riesland, aud Lower Saxony, 
~~robablj? to reinovc bg t l ~ cgallingcompelled make this 
severitp of tlhe Spallish gal-ernmerit, which, during that 
century, dso~+einto e d e  thousands of the inhabitants of 
Ghellt, and other places ill FLanders. In the above-nlentioned 
l~rovincesthe Rrinckerl~ofis became established, and their 
dcscendailts enjoy much distiizctiorl at the prcsent day.'' 

The J-earLthat Joyis Dircksen B~*~ckerhoffwas born, was 
rnenlorahle aIso for anot,her event in the history of Hnllaud. 
The thirteen years' truce, the Treaty of Alltwcrp, was the11 
agreed upon. 

l;I;?~enJoris Di~clcsenwas thirteen years old the war 
broke out again, t,o colltillua on for tlii-tr years. It was led 
on t,heone side lrrg F'rillc~Matirice, who, though lacking the 
statesn~a~nshipof his fat8her,was, ilevertheless, far superior to 
him as a sol die^, and was, mithou+ doubt, the greatest genera.1 
of his time ; 011tlie otber side by Parma, and by t,he famous 
Italian, Spinoh. Under such great geierals, the operations of 
the hostile armies in the Xetherlands riveted the attention of 
the xr70~l.ld. The ea,mp of Maurice, zs well as that of Parma 
s l ~ dSpinola, n-as throng& with voluilteers of distinction from 
e3-ery q m ~ t e ~of Europe; and became the great school of 
military instl~rctionEm that and succeetling ages. 

,h~longscenes like these the Holland life of Joris Dircksen 
Bi.iilckerhoEwas spent for the next seve~~teenyears. 


Tillen t~\~enty-two
yea,rs dd he M e d  Susanna, ~vllose 
maiden name was Duhbek. Lu the Rrinckerhoff manuscripts 
alrxxly alluded to, there is this singular item : "According to 
illfornation (under date of May 26, 18831, in the year 1631, 
Deric.k Rrincke~hoffr narried Johanna Harmsen, at Tarden, in 
GuilderlaniI." T1-risis believeii to refer to some other person. 
bearing the same mme, and apparentl~uf the same age, and 
not  to the J o ~ i sDircksen who afterwards Game to America. 
Susanna DubbeIs is just as thorougldp identified as Joris 
Dircksen. She was unquestionably our panhother. There 
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Ex-ed about that period an artist by the name of D ~ ~ l l b l ~ s ,rlis-
tinguished b~ his sea paintings. He TF-as~ ~ n ~ l o ~ ~ b t c ~ l l ya uear 
relzlti~eof Susanna Dubbels. 

In his thirtieth year, gathering together 11-hate~erof 
enrthIy goods he may have posscsscci, Ile bid ailiclr Forever to 
his fatherlancl, t,o friencls and neighbors, r t i~cl113th l is  wife 
a n c l  young chilclrei~,saiIcd for what was then Gnolt-n as the 
Xen- VITorlri. We have no means of klior\-ing how 1011gthe 
voyagelasted. In those times if oftentook tl~reenlontllsto 
sail to the Kew Keth~rlands. 

His lUew 3fTorldTif e began at Ke-rirAmsterd ;-tm. Kicft TI-as 
then Gove~llor,am1 t,he little town colitail~edpossibly three 
hunched inhabitants, not includiug slaves and I I I c K ~  T tS. 

occl~pieclthe s o ~ ~ t ~ l ~ e r apoint of the isIand belou- \\-a11 Strrct,, 
and near the &t,tery. h few fields of c o ~ l lnucl t\-hent >\-ere 
then eulti~atedas far up as C a n d  Strtct. An Tndiall ti-d 
which harl been frequented for ages, 1x11nearly as B~u;ttlr\-;iy 
now runs, to tho aorthwesteru part of tllc island, and cnn-
tii~uedon to  the HigMands of the Hucison. 

There is reason to believe that Joris Uircksell proposeci to 
settle on StatenIslantl, aalld had ~~egotiateilforlmllcls t,herefroin 
Cornelius Nelyn, who had obtaincd a patent honl GOT. X c f t  
for the whole island. There is a circuinstance here ~ v h i c h  
snrrounds thc lifc of Joris Dkcksen with 11~11~ Jnstinterest. 
about this time his son Dcrick n-as killed by the Ludi:tns. This 
must have take11 place during =eft's Indian war, 11-hichhap-
pened iri 1643. There is ,z to be gainecll n i l l e  of i t~fo~m:t t io i~ 
from "the old I-utir trunk manuscripts at Hackensack, K. 5.'' 
In orie of these allusion is made to the first B~ i~ icke~hof f  
who settled upon t,he hanks of the Hackensack River. It 
speaks of his goiilg there with his sons t,o select and locate liis 
a d s  They had rower1 to  the land, had made t,lieir d ~ o i e ~ ,  
and were cutting trees to lmild a house, when an arrorv fi*om 
a hostile Indian, collcealecl in the hnsh, killed one of his sons. 
The old man, when he saw the great loss he had sustaiucrl, 
picked up his son, a d  carried him upon his sholddcrs to the 
boat, and rowed home with a h e a y  heart. These papel3 
evidelitly refer t,o the Staten Isla~ldcliRicult,~+.T h e n  Joyis 
Dircksen and his sons \vent o ~ e rto prospect on Staten Island, 
it mas duping Kieft's Indian war. Thc circumstances above 
related then took place, and onc of his soils was killed. The 



death of this son so griel-edthe heart of his mother that not,l~-
ing could iuduce her afterwards to go and Eve where her 
darling boy had been &in. One other circumstance will 
thoroughly confirm this version of the old hair tl.unk papers. 
>Then Hendrick, the ancestor of the Ncw Jersey branch of 
the f amiIy, bought his lands, it was in 1685, There were no 
h&an wars then, and, unless in times of open and declared 
war, the Iudial~snever molested the whites. We might also 
add that the three sons of Hendrick grew up to manhood a ~ d  
had f nrnilies, and codd not therefore have been connected 
with the Itidiaa tragedy. Having thus abandoned his pros-
pective lands 011 StatmenIsland, Joris Dirksen B~inckerhoff 
t m e d  his attention to  Long Island, and obtained from Gov. 
Kieft a grant to land within the city of Brooklyn. This 
g-ra~itwas dated hlarch 36, 1646, and the lmii ~v-aslocated 
near the City Hall, and is stiLl capalile of being identsed. He 
was a magistrate in Brookl3-n from 1654 to 1661. The Brook-
lyn chtrrch records show that in the settlement of Rev. Henry 
Selylzs RS pastor there, R ~ T .Theodorus Johames Polhemus 
fimlished him, September 12, 1660, with a Iist of the church 
members, husbands and wives arranged together, and the first 
tn-o names 011 the list are Joris Dircksen and Susanna 
Dubbels. He was also the fist elder elected at the organiza-
tion of the church in 1656. He died January 16, 1661, and 
left three ehild~en,Alraham, Hendrick, and Aeltie. There is 
a nlemorandurn of his deat.hon the church minutesas follows: 
"Anno 1661, den 9 Februar, nade mall mel't overlyden, von 
Joris Dircksen, oilderling, die verleiden, 16th Januar, 
gest'rosen, etc.," that is to say "Anno 1661, the 9th February, 
TVher~asby the decease of JoPis Dircksen, who died the 16th 
Jan11sl.y last, etc., n new elder mas chosen." Then follows on 
the stme date the choicea£t \ z w  deacons. IIIchoosingthe second 
deacon, he isagainreferred to asfollows: ' 'Endetot een tm-eede 
deacon't 106 te broctm~over XTdernGerretson van Cowen-
hoven, sehoon soan tTande voorlu Jopis Dircksen sall,?'etc., 
tlmt is, "And for a second deacon a ballot was taken for 
WiUem Gerretsen Tan Cowenhoven, son-in-law-of bhe before-
31am~dJoiis nil-cksendeceased." 

He mas o d y  fifty-one yeam old at .the time he died, and 
bad lived a little more than twenty-tlmeyears afterhe arrived 
ill Kew Amsterdan~. Twenty-six yeam later, in 1687-'8, 



Claesie Eoomgaert, Abraham Jorisen, and Wdlem Gerritsen 
Van Cowenhovexl, heirs of Susanna Dubbels, sold to Henry 
Slecht, a certain piece of land in Brooklyn, granted to  Joris 
Dircksen, the said Susanna Dub?lels' husband, by Gover~lw 
Kieft, March 23, 1646. It appears, therefore, most conclusively, 
from these records, that the propedy had remained undis-
turbed in the family up to  t ,ht time. Susanna Dubhels had 
outliveit her husband, and dtes  her death, the property was 
sold to be distributed to her children. Mnch of tlGs illforma-
tion Ihave received in prkate correspontlence with my dis-
tinguished friend, James Riker, who atn be safely said to be 
one of the no st reliable of the local historians on Long Island. 
Mr. Riker says: "No doubt he was buried vcry near where he 
had lived, that is, in the old Brooklyn village burial gro~uld, 
now removed, m-hich mas up FuIton St~eet,about a rrdc from 
the ferry, and -n-hich I once ><sited in search of inscriptions, 
but of course fomld none to Jolis  Dircksen. I h a w  nerer 
found nuy inscriiptiotl as old anywhere. Susai~naLhrbbels is 
omitted from the list of church mcnlbers nlarle np i ~ r1677, and 
is izot named again as liviig. I t'hink it indicates the tirile of 
her deaih, and it is to be presumed she %-as buried by her 
husband. Youz rxlust not  be surprised," he yemarks fu~thcr, 
"that the surname Brinckerhoff does not appear r e v  early 
upon the 1.ecords. The use of the patrollymic (as Dircksril, 
son of Dirck) \\-as general among the Dutch colonists for trl-o 
or threegenerations, almost to the exclusioll of:the surname." 

This is very easily accounted for by the comparatively few 
inhabitants of the country, as it the11 existed, :rind also from 
the fact that all the ii~hal~itautswere \\-ell k110~-11t o  each 
other. 

Rwm this sketch it can be safeIj- said that Joris Dirksen 
Brinclrerhoif --as a very wol.thyrepresentative far the Holland 
family to plant in America, and very deserving to be semen-
b e ~ e dby allwho bear hisfamily aame, or R-hohave descellcied 
&on1 llim All of these have reason t o  feel assmd tllnt the 
first Brinckerhoff in Art-lerica\+.asevidently an honest, upright 
man. The family motto, C; Constans fides et integitas," seems 
tllerefore most fitting to him. He held positions of trust 
requiring probity aud integrity uf ch~uxcter,and held thein for 
years. And Illore than this, Joris Dkckscn, our conuno~l 
ancestor, rvas eminently a i~ligiousman. He lived ia times 



of great 1.eligiousexcitement; uothing before it, nothing after 
it, in all t,hemo~ld'shistory, call compare with it for amoment. 
T11e Reforillatio~had reached out and down until it had laid its 
haid 1111ollthe masses of the commo~lpeople. Free, 111ltParrl-
aieleil thougllt, was battli~lgthen and t,hereagainst the fixed 
custoizls and usages of centuries, aud the victory was then 
beitlg \\-on. It was as the ~ o i c eof many thunders souizdirlg 
t lrto~~gll If the soul oftho eartll, and it could not be stilled. 
our eomnlon ancestor had been stirred within hill on account 
of the death struggle then going 011-if he came here on 
X C C O U H ~of religious fi-eedom-then indeed it r a s  mast fitting 
tliat 11e should close hislife, t,houghnot yet growu old or gray, 
in serving as a ~ v l i u gelder in one of the oldest of the Reformed 
Chwcl~esin drnerica. 







COL. JOHN BRmCKERHOFF. 

BY T. VAN IVYCK BRTNKERHOFF, EAST FISHKn,L, h-. Y. 

OL. ;TOrn B R I N C ~ R H O F F ,more than any other man@ of the name, was the intimate and personal friend of 
General rnTashington. Great personal friendships often 

:spring up between people of versedissimilar ages. The young 
man will reach out and have most friendly d a t i u n s  with 
some patriarch in years, affording illexpressible joy to his aged 
friend, wllo seems at times almost a boy again. 

There was something answering to this same kind of syni-
pathy between Gen. VITashington and Col. Brinckcrhoff. 
Washington was then forty-fi~~eyears old, in the full pon-ers 
gof his mallhood, and Col. Brilzckerhoff must have been 
.seventy-eightyears old, and yet they were constantlj~walking 
aid talking with each othe~. The old mansion house of the 
.Colonel was nemr so open and gay as when Washirigton occu-
pied the nice clean spare bedroom behind the pador. Wash-
ingtou, too, greatly enjoyed the hospitalities of this old home. 
and, m~heneverhe coultl, would peri id days together with the 
Colonel and his family. The home itself, with all of its sw-
soundings, lrlust have reminded him of nmny an old planta-
tion in Fairfax County. The waving ou thes  of the Fishkill 
motlntainssrveepiugaway in the distance, with their soft dusky 
shadings, must have reminded him of 1Gs 015-11 beloved T i p -

@ilia. So like the Blue Eange, as if they hat1 been lifted 
from their grand old foundations ant1 planted around him, 
certain it is that he greatly enjoyed the quiet and conlfort of 
the old ColoneI's home, affording him, as it undoubtedly did, a 
temporary relief from the peat  pressure which rested upon 
him. 

The Colonel mas born at Flushing, Long Island, in 170.7. 
He was the son of Dirck Brinckerhoff, whose £ow sons -it-ent 
t o  Fishkill, and brother to Abraham. There is little or nothing 
kllown of his Hushing life. He came to Fishkill u young uil-



married man, and soon after secured the hand of Jarlnetje 
Van Voorhees, daughter of Johannes Overten Van Voorhees, 
of Fishkill, and was married March 12, 1725. His fist house 
is supposed to have been built not far from the present brick 
and st.one edifice. The fist buildings in new countries were 
made oftentimes of logs, and rudely formed. These houses, 
after serving their purpose, mere replaced by more substantial 
buildings. Such was the case when this old homestead mas 
built. The bricks came from Holland. It was a country 
homestead of the oIdeu time, huilt. firmly and well, and after 
the style of Hollaild architecture, with dormer windows and 
sloping roof, and piazza across the entire front. Large iron 
figures 1738 were fimiIy imbedded in the gable end of the 
building ; the style and genrr;~lappearance of being occupied 
by a gentleman of means, as \\-el1 as. of good manners and 
address. Col. John Brinckerhoff was a man of m-ealth, and 
every inch a gentleman for t,hosetimes, or anj- other. 

The Colonel had spent his long life anlong. scenes that con-
tinually delighted his eye. He had so beautified the old home-
stead and its app~oaches,so clothed his fields with richest. 
verdure, that all seemed a pnrt of himself. He had so moulded 
and formed everything that.his baudwritingwasupon them all. 

He had two soils and three daughters. His eldest daugh-
ter, 1vho111 ho calls 1t1y lovil~gdaughter Aeltje, deceased, 
married Doctor Theodorus liSTyck,and had eight children. 
His other two daughters, Earbaretie and Diena, both died 
--hen justblooming illtomomanhood. Oneof thesewassix-
tee11 years old, aucl the other eighteen. His son, Dirck, was 
only twenty-five years old wheii he died, April 16, 1764. 
He nutlived all his children, and spei~tthe later years of his 
life in ministeriiig to and supplying the wants of his grand-
children! and provided for them all in his m7ill. 

He \\-as emineiltly a religious man. He succeeded hie 
brother Abraham as deacon in the Dutch Church at  Fishkill 
and also in serr~iugas an elder. He gave by his wiIl and tesl 
tament, ''To the elders and their successors (in trust) for the 
Reformed Dutch Church at Fishkill town, one hundred pounds 
Eon. Pork currency, the in te r~s tmoney arising therefrom 
allllually to be disposed of by said elders and their successors 
for the benefit of mid church, and that no part of the principal 
thereof be taken for any use whatsoever." 



He was an old man when the Bevolution broke out ; hut 
never halted ilor swerved for a mornerit from giving h i s  haud 
and heart to the work. Too old to fight in the fieId, he did 
whatever he could with his money and influence to tiid the 
cause. He 1i1-etl nearly two years after the war was over, 
and greatly rejoiced that the independence of the Color~icshad 
been secured. 

He died May 26. 1'785,in the eighty-third year of his age, 
and his wife, Jannetje, died Noverr~ber.11. I 79% aged eighty 
eight pears. It has been alr~aiiyobsemccI that Washington 
and Col. Briackerhoff were upon tern~sof great friendship. 
Upon one of the risits of 'IVashii~gtonthe ~o l the lm-as very 
anxious to know of some movenlent then going on in the 
army, and wm pushing his point very zealously. 3tTashing-
toil interrupted by sayug : "Col. BrinckerhoE can you keep 
a secret !" "Oh yes," replied the Colonel, expecting, no doubt, 
the ready answer. ''SOcan I," replied VTashi~~&;tou. 

On another oecasiou, and probably upor1 one of the first 
visits of J5Tashington, when it grew time t o  retire fnr thc 
night, "Gel~erd,''said the Coloilel, "you are Conm~ztniier-in-
chief of the forces of the United States." "Tes sir," replied 
VlT~hing-ton,"I believe tkat I am." "General," said the old 
Colnnel, '' I am comnlander-in-clicf,too, of my own honse-
hold, and you are nly guest. I am always in the babit of 
dosing the duties of the day by calling my  servants and f d y  
together, reading the scriptur.es, and  offering fa~t~uilyworship. 
The ~ . r d i n gof the scriptu~.esand the prayer will he in the 
Lo\v Dutch language; but I would be glad to  have yon join 
in spirit in the worship." To whch :hTashinghon readily 
assented, and they all bowed together in prayer. 

There is still one idher item which throws anothe~light 
upon the closii~gsceiles of the ColoneI's life, and this cannot 
be omitted 

And, furthermore, he says, adding these words to his last 
will and testainent : "It is my will and p1ertsul-etha t  in case 
my d d  and faithful servant, Culloman, should survive my 
loviizg wife, Jannetje, that tnen I will and direct mj+executoi-s 
to give hirn his choice uthere to live dzcriny life, and the 
expense of feeding him and clothing him shall be paid hy my 
executors." 

The Colonel lived to a good old age, and died a little more 

http:scriptur.es


than one hundred years ago, greatly honored and respected by 
t.he entire community in ~ ~ h i c h  His memolyhe had lived. 
has llut yet passed away, but lingers around the present. 

Upon his tonlbstone there is an epitaph mitten in verse by 
some friend who knew him well. Three of these lines present 
hirn very closely to our ~ i e w ,and give, as it were, the key-
note to tha-trespect and influence which surroui~dedhis Me : 

"Here lies a friend of God and thine-. 
In p~~bIicand in private life 
r l  friend to peace, a foe to strife." 
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COL. DERICK BRINCKEREOFF. 

BY T. VAN 3%-PCK BRINKERHOFF. 

C01;.DERICK BRINCKERHOFF 11-as one of t,hefirst of 
the name who n7ns born in h tchcss  County. 

He was the son of Abraham Krinckerhoff, and 
nephew of Col. John Hri~~clrerhoff in theof the first generatmion 
county, and was more than ally other man of the FIl-lshing 
branch of the family a representative man, n-ha had spent 
pears in public positions. He TI-& born sho~-t,lyafter 1?PO, 
His father had died comparatively young. leaving a, large 
family to be caredfor aall looked after by hiswidoweti rllcrther. 

Being the oldest son, he soon S ~ Y A I P ~with his r~otherin t,he 
management of the family. .He n~arriedXugt~st27, 1747, 
Geedie W~ckoff,of Flatlands. The young men of that clay 
were mostly obliged to gu back to  Long Islallcl to get their 
wives. Such, at all events. wns the case 11-ith the young 
colonel. He afhemard inherited t he  farm n-here his fatl~er 
Abraham had lived hefore him. 

Being naturally of an enterprising turn of mind, he built,, 
first a store, and then a gr is t  mill, awl cornmeneed ,doing a 
general busiizess with thc communitj- at  large. This was the 
first grist mill then built, with the e~rceptionof >Fadam Rret,t's, 
at the nlouth of the strpam. She had erected the first rnill 
upon the Patent. The &st settlers scarcely neetied an>+king 
more than a rrliI1 arid a hlae'ksruith shop, as they rnanufacturecl 
t,heir own w-eariag zpparel, and received t,heir groceries by 
sloops from Sew York. 

The whole coiununity, as it was then, hecame more or less 
his pati-ons, after his mill and store were fairly in operation. 

Young men who fill such positions are widely la10-n-n,and 
soon acquire much personal influence. Such was the case with 
the young colonel. He carried on  a thrifty business, which 
added both to his means and influence. 

There have been but very few men of the Flushing family 



who have given their time to public life. The most of them 
ha,veacquired fa;l.lns,and plantations, etc., thongh prominent 
influential men in their communities, have, nevertheless, not 
been politicians, or office seekers. 

lnsome fa,miliesthis passion seems to be inherent in the 
blood and must be gratified. . 

The Hackensack branch of the family, and especially those 
that haw gone XTest, haw more largely acquired it. The 
Colonel was a large, strong man, with dark hair and features, 
and florid complexion. S 3  he grew older he was thought by 
some to be austere, reserved and forbidding. 

He kept,fine horses, and rode in a phaeton, a carriage with 
room for two persons, and a colored driver, a style not much 
in demnii in that early period of the country. It was, never-
theless, the Colonel's everyday custom. It attracted just about 
the same attention then as a hlIy-ho does now. 

The Colonel was, moreover, a very decided man; a firm 
believer in what he considered to be right, and a solid devout 
Reformed Dutch Churchma,n. The Sabbath, when Whitfield 
preached in the open air -within half a stone's throw of his 
own door,. and when the peopIe were gathwii~gtogether, as 
soon as the old Dutch church bell rang, his colored p o r n  
knew exactly, without being told, what that meant, and 
halted his prancing horses at the front of the porch until the 
CoIolleI aiid his wife were comfortably seated, and t'hen drove 
him just exactly where he had driven him hundreds of times 
before. The CoIollel never left his own church to hear sensa-
tional preachem. If the Dutch Heformed Church and its 
preaches were good enough for any occasion, they were good 
enough for all. Before the Revolution, and while the State of 
New York was a province of Great Britain, he had been a 
member of the Colonial Legislature for nine successive years, 
commeilcing with 1768and continuing to 1777. 

He was amember,also,of thefirst Provincial Congvss,which 
assembled May 83, I'l'i5, inNew Pork City, and was presided 
over by Peter Livingston Esq., which adjourned Noven~ber4, 
1775, Ho was much in public fifeat an eventful period in the 
hidory of the country. He was unchangingly and uncompro-
misingly devoted to the cause of the colonists. He was also a 
member of the fist Assembly of the State of Kew Yosk, which 
met at Kingstoil in 1777,and for nine years more was dmost 



a continuous member of that body, which held for many years 
afterwards its sessions in the City of Poughkeepsie. He was 
also Chairmanof the Vigilance Committee of the town, and 
,actedin that capacity as long as its organization was needed. 
His house was located during the Revolution about t ~ r omiles 
distant from the hospitals and workshops and barracks of t,he 
Continental Army, located at the gateway of the mountains, 
directly south of the F'isI&ill Village, and was oftcn risited by 
officersof the army. Lafayette was sick for six weeks at the 
,colonel'shouse, and was attended constalltly by Dr. NcKnight, 
of the army. Washington often came to  his house. A 
daughter of Colonel Brinckerhoff told me that when her hi 
,child was born, Lafayette was then sick at her father's 
house, and when he came to congratulate herhe took her baby 
in his arms, and hugged it and kissed it and rejoiced over it 
as much as he could have done if it h d  been his own. 

The Wappinger Indians, or detacl~mentsof their tribe, 
\\-ere in the country. Ximhnm, their last chief was still ET-
ing. He was a friend of the Colonel's and came frequelltly to 
see him. They had been born ahlost in the same neighbor-
hood, were nearly of the sarrle age, and were both of them the 
choscn and national lead~rsof men. One of them influenced 
i n  directing sentiment in the couricils of white men, the other 
in guarding nrhat; stilI remain of the once Wap-p o ~ ~ ~ e r f u l  
pinger nation. 

When the Revolution hoke  out, Nimham held his warriors 
true to the cause his wbite friend had espoused, and remained 
steadfast and unchanging tlwought that great contest. I 
have heard the Colonel's daughter say that she had often seen 
the hillside around her father's house covered with Indians, 
who were sIeeping there through the night, \mapped in their 
blankets. 

He lost his life fighting for the American cause. The1.e 
was a detachment of Taulton's Rangers Ioeated at King's 
Bridge, and Nimham went down with his warriors to capture 
them. Col. Emerick was out upon a scouting expedition the 
day previous, and discovered them, and was compelled to 
retreat. We quote from Simcoe's Military Jou?xal: 

The following mosning the whole of the British force at  
King's Bridge mas ordered out. An engagement was brought 
an by Emerick's Corps on CortIand Ridge. The Indians made 



the attack horn behind the fences, and in their first fire 
wounded five of our men. The engagement was renewed. 
Eme~ickcharged the ridge with cavalry in overwhelming 
fo1.c~. All hope of successful resishnce gone, Nimham com-
manded his foIlowe~-sto  fly, but for himself exclained: "I am 
an aged tree, and wili die here ! !" 

Ridden down by Sin~coe,he wounded that officer, and was. 
on the point of dragging him from his horse, when he was 
shot by his orderly. The Indians fought most galantly. The 
Indian doctor who was with Kirnharn was captumd, and said 
tha,t when Kilnham saw the grenadiers dose in his rear, he 
called out to his people to fly, that he himselfwas old, and 
would die there. 

His soil lost his life in the same engagement. The Indians 
afterward returned andplaced a mound over his grave. Traces 
of this mound are said to be left to this day. It is called Kim-
W s  mound. There lies buried the last chief of the Wappin-
ger nation, whose tribe once owned allnost t h e  entire soil 
betn~eenNew Pork and Albany. Whenever n inorlument is 
planted at FishkiU, in the gateway of the Highlands, to the 
rxleinory of the unnunlhered dead who ga-Fetheir lives for the 
cause of American Ii~dependence,and who lie buried there, 
somewhere let the name of Nimham be carved upon the 
marble. Sonlewherelet it be said that the last chief of the 
once p a t  lTTapingernatioii ga5-e his life, and the life of his 
son, fig11t,iingfor America11Irldepenrlei~ce. 

General T5T*hiii&o~~,after rrientiolling the service which 
had been rendered by t,i~ern,says: "They are anxious to return 
home, and I have thougllt ]jest to gratify them. Captain 
Solornrm, with part of these people, :,-ere with us in the year 
1 8 .  The tribe suffered severely during that campaign ill a 
skirmish w i t h  the enemy, in which they lost th& chief and 
several of their m-amors." 

When the Dutch Church was first built at Hopewell, t.he 
Colonel presented the Consistoly with a uew bell, whose sil-
very and ringing tones were said to be owing to the large 
anlnunt of copper and silver 1%-hichentered illto its construc-
tion. His mme was cast into the mettle. Shortly afterwanla 
he purchased a large tract of land immediately surroundillg 
t,hecl~urchfrom the heirs of Cornelius Wyck and Joshua 
Qa~man.All of this propelwhy was afterwards given, by will, to 



his daughter. During the Revolution, and while the British 
forces held possession of Long Island, Xex- York City, and 
parts of Westchester County, the roadway leading through 
Hopewell, B o e h a n  and Pawlings, was the regtil,~army road 
to Boston. During this period the elder John A c h s ,  who 
afterwardssucceeded Washington to the Yresidency, in writing 
to his wife from Fishkill, where he had just arrived across t,he 
country from Boston, says: "After a march like Hannibd 
acrossthe Alpq we arrived, last night, at illis place, where we 
found theutmost st%iBc:ultyto get forage for our horses or lodg-
ings for oursel~es,a.ndat last were indebted to the hospit.ality 
of a privato gentIeman, Col. Brinckerhoff, who rery kindly 
cared for us.'' 

Rev. Mr. Seabury, af termsds Bishop Seabury, was, during 
part of this period, on accouilt of clislo~alty,confined at Colonel 
Brinckerhoff 's. The ColoileI died in 1789, and mas buried in 
the family vault upon his om-n propert?;. Nudl of his privittc 
and fanlilyhistory hm been lost. The family Bible: containing 
much valuable rnaieria.1, wa.sburned. 



A BRIEF ACCOUXT OF THE SURROUNDINGS O F  THE 
FAMILY IN NEW JERSEY 

BY GENERAL R. RRINFXRHOFF-

HE exact k i te  of the removal of Heiidrick to New JerseyT is not known; but in 1617 the oficial records show that 
he purchased a tract of land on Bergen Hill, within the 

resent limits of Jersey City. Whether he re-sidedthere we do 
not know ; but eight years afterwards, in 1685, he purchased 
the farm upon the Hackensack which he made hk permanent 
Home. 

The estate m-as a large one at the begining, and extended 
from the Hackensack to the Overpeck, a distance of two miles, 
and therefore fronted upon two navigable streams. 

Tradition says that he expected t h i s  purchase to  become 
the site of a future city; but ill this he was disappointed, as 
the llatural tendencies of the Dutch to the lowlands of rivers 
carried them to the less cligible location where Hackensack 
now- stands. 

Twenty years prior to this homestead purchase by Hen-
drick, the colony of New Jersey had passed under the domin-
ioiz of Great Britain. The surrender of the New Netherlands 
had been made in1664, and was followed by a grant or charber 
by Charles II to his brot,her, the Duke of York, which included 
all lands from the Connecticut river to the Delaware. 

In the same year James, Duke of York, granted and sold 
to John ,  Lord BerkeIy, and Sir George Carteret, the territory 
of New Jersey, and civil gover11rneats were instituted under 
English law. 

In 1685, George Scott, who was granted five hundred acres 
in Monmouth County, published a book in Edinburgh, in 
which a number of phntations are described, andamongthem 
the following: "Near the mouth of the bay, upon the the side of 
Overpeck Creek, adjacent to the Hackensack river, several of 
the rich alleys were settled by the Dutch; and near Snake Hill 



is a h e  plantation owned bj- Pinhorne Eicktel, for haE of 
which Pinhorne is said t o  have paid 3500. A part of this 
planhtion%-asthe purchase madeby HendrickJorisenBrinker-
hoff in 168.5. 

The Dutch settlers were generally persons of deep religious 
coilvictions, honest and coi~sciel~tious;and adding to  these 
qualities those of industry and frugality, they generall~be-
came prosperous. The style of their buildiugs they, doubtless, 
brought with them from Holland, their fatherland. They 
were built with one story, with low ceiling, with not.hing 
more than the heavy and thick boards that constituted the 
upper floor laid on broad and heavy beams, on -whichthey 
sometimes stored their grain, or used for the spinlling of wool 
or flax, and sometimes parts of it would be divided into deep-
illg departrnel~t,~. 

Their fireplaces were usually wry large, witllout jams, 
and sufficieilt to acconmodate a whole family with a comfort-
able seat around the fire. The chirnneys were so large as to 
admit of having their meat hung up and smoked within them, 
which was their usual practice. These houses were fronted t,o 
the south whenever thelay of the land would permit it, ancl, 
if possible, were located near a sunning spring of water. 

This early style of building corresponded n-ith their habits, 
which were simple, unaffected, and economical, contlihuting 
t o  their independence md solid comfort. They bro-ught up 
their children to hahits of indust~y,and ahlost eveiy son u-ad 

taught some mechanical art, and ewry daughter was required 
t o  become me11 aoyliainted with all kno~r-ledge necessary to 
housekeeping. Dutch housekeeping in Holand to-day is 
proverbial for its excellelice, and the Dutch housewives are 
the best in t,he world. 

The floors of the houses \Tiere scrubbed an(1 scoured, and 
kept as clean as their tables, m-hich \\-ere used without cloths. 
The floors were scoured with sand brought fro111 the beach for 
that purpose. Frugality, industry, and economy characterized 
all their actions. They lived chiefly within themsel~res,aid 
knew but little of the dangers and desires incident to Insluy 
and idleness. 

As to religion and education, they paid early attention to  
the public worship of God and the iustluction of their cM-
dren, and as awn as their numbers masfallted, they organized 



and estnbhshcd churches modeled after those of the father-
land. The Calvanistic religon, as manifested in the Reformed 
Dutch Church, was thus hausported to the New Netherlands. 
Their course on this behalf was fkrthered by the reverend 
clergy of the CIassis of Ainsterdam, and ministers were sent 
out by that Judicature under advice from the SJ-nod of North 
Holland. This mode of obtainiug ministers continued in full 
operation until 1664, when the British became possessed of the 
coIony. In fact, this custonl continued for nearly a century 
afterwards; and down to the revolutionary war, a minister, 
by some of the churches, would not be recognized unless he 

* Ilad been ordained in Holland. Those who fal~oredthis cus-
tom were cdled "confeeutie," ant1 those who opposed were 
caIled "eoetus." When the war broke out, the "collferentie"--. 

quite largely favored the Tories, whilst the "coetus " were 
~r~liversallyardent WIligs. 

The ministers sent out from Holland were a learned body of 
men, and i ~ ~ i s i n glargely \\-it11the people, who had reverence 
for their learning, piety and example, t,hey exerted a very 
powerful influence ill mouIdiiig and shaping the early society, 

One peculiarity with the early Dutch settlers makes it 
dficult  to t.race back genedogies into Holland, and which also 
nladc collfusiolz in this country, was the custom of using as a 
signature the given name of the father, and omitting the 
family name. To illustrate:if a child was baptized Hendrick, 
and t.he baptismal name of his father was Jan,t.he child would 
l-recalled H~ndrickJansen, sild a hen he grew 1 . 1 ~he xvould so 
write his name. For this reason his commission as a magis-
trate was issued by the Goyernor to "Hendrick Joriuen '' 
instead of to Hendrick Brinkerhoff. The termination, sen, or 
se, or xoon, meant son, and therefore Hendrick Janssn meant 
Hei~dlickthe son of Jan, aud so, in deeds of successive genera-
tions, we might find Hencirick Jansen, Teuilis Hendricksen, 
Joris Teunissen, etc. 

The first two llalnes on the church records of the Dutch 
Chnrch at Hackensack we1.e Hendrick Jorise and Claussie-

-\Cornelise, which meallt Henthick, son of George 
Brinkerhoff, and Ulaussie, daugllter of Cornelius Boorngaert, 
his wife. The inconvenience of this practice, the confusion to 
which ii gave rise, and the difficulties in tritciilg Families, ulti-
mately led to its abandonment, both in Holland and America. 



During the Revolutionary war the Brinkerhoffs of Bergen 
G u nty, with only twoor three exceptions, were solidlymrhigs, 
and many of then1 were in the Continental Army. 

In the first regiment of rqy.la.rmilitia organized in Bergerl 
County the names of seven Brinkerhoffs were enlwlled. 
George was a fimt lieutenant, and Cornelius, Garret, Heni.y, 
Jacobus, James and Eacause mere privates. 

Bergen County in 1688 embraced only tlle territorybetu-een 
the Hackensack and Hudson Rivers, from Constables Hook 
up to the Provence line, being a narrow strip of land on the 
west side, alld at no place six miles ~ ~ i d e ,over five or and 
from twenty-fi~eto thirty miles in lenghh. The earliest 
authentic record of a deed of lands in this corlllty dates back 
to 1677, when lmds were purchased of the India~lsby Casper 
and Alattys Jansen. The creek referred d o  in-thgrant, on 
"the north" of which lay the lands in dispute, was probably 
that of English Xeighhurl~ood,where Hendrick Hrinkerhoff 
~ubsequentlypurchased in 1685. 

In Decembe~,1682, the AssenlMy of East New Jelr;ey 
passed an act dividing the provinca into four countiils, Bergen, 
Essex, Middlesex, and Monmouth. Bergen included all the 
settlements between the Hudson and Hackensack dvers. 
Bergen at this time contained less than one hundred familips. 

Hendrick Jorisen Briukerhoff, therefore, an t i  his family, 
were among the earlier set,tlers,and the family name appea,rs 
upon the public records ever since. 

In the frmt published records of Justices, eor~irnencingin 
1715, the name of Cornelius Blinckerhoff, son of Hendl-ick, 
appears. So, also, in 1717 the name of Jncol~usBlinkerl~ofl, 
another son of Hendrick, appears as n Justice of the peace. 

The name of Con~eliusappears as late as 1131, and dacobus 
in 1748. 

In 1761 t.he name of Hartman Blinkerhoff, son of Curnc-
lius, appears as a Justice. 111 I765 the names of Heild~.iek 
and George Blinkerhoff appear as freeholders. 

During the present century the names of R1-inkerhoffs 
who h a ~ ebeen Justices of the peace slid other to-vr~nshipom-
cers, are innumerable. and it appears among the county 
officers. I11 1816 J m e s  K. Biiukerhoff was Sheiiff. In IS39 
George H, Brinkerhoff was Sheriff, and in IS59 Samcs J. 
Brinkerhoff. From IS68 to l S i l  James J. was also St,ate 



Senator. Before that, in 1845 and 1846: Jacob J. Brinker-
hoff was a member of the 9sssr11blj-,and subsequently, in 
1854, he was a Judge of the C o u ~ tof Conlmoil Pleas. 

At the present time the name in New Jersey is honorably 
repyesented by William Brinkerhoff in the State Senate, and 
by James I). Brinkerhoff as Sheriff of Bergen County. 

In passing up the Palisades upon the Hudson river, the 
first to~mshipin Bergen County in which the trawler enters 
is Xidgcfield. His first impressions are much likc thoso of old 
Heildricli Hudson in speaking of a wider extent of country : 
''A very good land to fall in with, and a pleasant place to see." 
The valley of the Hackeimck invited early settlers, and the 
\-alley of the Overpeck creek: a navigable am1 of the Hacken-
sack, aIso attracted settlers quite as early in this direction. 
Sloops and Schooners can pass up this creek nearly to the north-
ern boundary of the township. Ridgefield is bounded on the 
north by EngIcm-ood; on the east by the Hudson river; on 
the south by Hudson County, and on the west by the Rack-
ensack river. The souther11 h o u i l d q  is less than two miles 
in extent, and the nothern less than four, and the length of 
tho township from north to  south does not exceed four miIes, 
From the western border of the Palisades the land descends to 
the Overpeck, forming a rnost beautiful valley, with the land 
again rising to a high ridge midway between the Overpeck 
and the Hacksnsack. From this long ridge, extending far to 
the north beyond the t,ownship, it took the name of 
Ridgefield. 

111 this township Hendlick Joerisen Rrinkerhoff settled, the 
deed of purchase being dated July 17, 1685. The site is de-
scribed in a letter of the 12e-r.Cornelius T. Demarest, underdate 
of December 26, 1844, as follows: "Just where the English 
Neighl>o~hoodcreek flaws into the Hackensack, about nine 
miles from Hoboken, and two milesbelow the presentvillage of 
Hackensack, the road from Hoboken to Hackensark, having 
crossed the English Neighborhood creek one milk back, here 
crosses the Hackensack immediately above the junction of the 
two streams. Standi~lgon the toll bridge, and looking up the 
Hackensack, you will see about one-fourth of a mile distant a 
point of land putting out from the eastern shore, a spot large 
enough for a dwelling house, garden, etc., a Tev beautiful 
water location. On that point the first Brinkerhoff landed 



and settIed. Kis lands extended from the Hacker~sackriver 
to the English Neighborhood creek, a distance of about two 
miles, and were intersected by tho Queen's road (Queen Anne) 
running over the ridge 8. W. and N. E." 

The reIentless milroad corporations, in the interest of our 
modern civilization, have desecrated these fair Iauds, rtud h w e  
burned up the old homestead, and driven its Brit~kerhoff 
owners elsewhere ; but yet the descendants of Hendrick, in 
increasing thousandg mill venerate the place ~\-ithlmdying 
regard, and whilst time lasts, and rt BrinkerlloE lives, it \\-ill 
never be forgotten. 



THE PENNSYLITANIA COLONY. 

BY GEL X. BRIKKERHOFF. 

JOMS BRINKERHOFF, the common ancestor of the Penn-
sylvania Brinkerlloffs, and of the most of those in Cen-
tral New York, and in the Western States, was the son 

of Jacobus, the youngest son of Hendrick, the eldest son of 
Joris Dircksen, and \$--as born October 8, 1719, and probably 
in the old homestead on the Hackensack. At any rate, we 
knonr that his qandfather, Heridriclr, died about the year 
1710 ; and that his father, Jacobus, and his uncle, DiPck, by 
inheritance and purchase, became the owners of the home-
stead. 

Of the early histo~yof Solis we know nothing, except that 
in Xovenlber, 1745, he married Martins Bogart, and settled 
upon a fanunear Schradenburgh, Bergen County, NewJemy. 

Here he remained an honored member of the community, 
and of the Dutch Cllurch, at Schraalenburgh, until the spring 
of 1770. 

Here his seTe,n children-all boys-were born, viz: 
James, November 27, 1746 ; Roelif, No~ember 10, 1748 ; 
Hen~y,Jrdv 4, 1761 ; Gilbert, February 92, 1763 ; Jacob, Feb-
niary 24, 1756 1 John, Apl-iI 6, 1759 ; aud George, February 
98, 1761. 
h t110 spring of ITYO he removed, with his family, to 

Yolk County (now Ada~ns),Pennsylvania, and settled upon 
lands located about four miles northeast of n he present city of 
Gettysburg. Why he removed we do not know. He was at 
an age (Utjr-o~le)wheil men, as a lule, do not care to take 
upon t l~emsel~~es hardships pioneer life. He was inthe of 
co~nforL~l>le n-here he was.circui~lstai~ces He owlled a good 
farm, \\-as a nlagistrate of the county, and a ruling elder in 
his clmrch, and it \\-odd seem to have required some strong 
iilipelling nlotive to induce him to exchange the comfo~~tsof 
civilization for the ha~dshipsof the wilderness. 







Very likely he felt that his seven st&& sons would 
have a better chance in a new country than in an old, but 
tradition says that he was a wise man, and that he discerned 
the storm of mar, which, e-ren then, was gathering upon the 
horizon, and foresaw that when it broke upon the country it 
would be the most sewre in the neighborhood of New York 
City, and that, consequently, he deemed it best to seek shelter 
in  time. At any rate, in the spring of 1770, we find him with 
his family among the pioneers of the Dutch colony of Cone, 
wago, and located ~zpona farm of five hundred and twenty 
acres in the township of Strabone, York County (now Adarns) 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 

Adarns County mas formed from the western part of York. 
Its western line is the top of the Blue Ridge range of t,he 
AIleghany Monntains, and hence the western part of the 
county is rugged and romantic, and the n~ountains-beautiful 
and blue--are in full view from nearly all parts of the county. 
The southern line forms, also, the line between Pennsylvania 
and Mayland. The eastern line is stdl the boundary of York 
and Adams, and the northern part extends to Cumberland 
County. 

About :eight miles, or .nearly that, east of the foot of the 
mountains, and parallel therewith, runs a rough, stony, gran-
ite ridge, neither lofty or m-ids, with an a-verage eleration of 
about fdy feet, and a width of about one-hal£mile. d o n g  this 
ridge, at distances from each other of about eight miles, like 
sentinels 011 duty in the d a ~of war, rise up to the height of 
from three fo four hundred feet, beautiful, blue, round hills, 
about one mile in diameter at their base, and their sides, or 
surfaces, covered with monster granite rocks. From one 
point, near Hunterstown, at one view, four of those great 
landmarks, +. : "Harper's Hill," near the MaryIand line ;
''Round Top," of battle fame ;"Granite Hill ;" and "Round 
Hill." 

For miles along each side of this ridge, and south~vardto 
the Maryland b e ,  the country is rolling, the slopes being 
long and gradual, and the soil g e n e d y  is %\+hatis there 
called "Red lands." 

The Conewago settTement extended £ram a point about two 
miles west of the premnt dage of Hunterstown along a road 
running in a southwesterly direction to a point a miIe or less 



across wha,tis now the Baltimore Pike, and down the pike to-
what is now two taverns. The road is still known as the. 
"LOWDutch road.'' 

The colonists were farmers, and, therefore, no vilhge was-
locatcd. 

The colony, ultimately, consisted of aboutone hundred and 
fifty families, mainly from Bewn County, New Jersey, and 
was ohtained during the decade preceding the Revolutionary 
\Tax. 

Some were on the grouud as early as 1765, but the larger 
number came later. 

Why t hey  selected thisparhicdar locality is not Imown, but. 
probably the similarity of the soil to that of northern New 
Jersey was one reason, being the red sandstone formation so 
familiar io Jersey,men. 

In every Dutch settlement the first thing to do after fami-
lies were Iocated was to  organize a chur~h,and t h i s  was done 
at Conewago, but the exact year is not known. Of this 
church Jolis Binkerboff was a d i n g .  elder. 

It was called "The Reformed Dutch Churchof Conewago," 
and by this name it appears on the roll of the Classis of New 
Bnmswick, Xew Jersey. 

The records of the Dutch church at Conewago, for  the 
most part, ase lost, but the baptismal registe~and some det 
tached papers are still in the possession of the Rev. J. K, 
Dernarest, pastor of the Presbyterian church at Gettysburg. 
Fkom the baptismal record the following names of Brinker--
hoEs are extracted, with the orhhography as there given : 

Jacobus (James) Blinkerhof. Catrintie Voorhees. 
Maartyntee, baptized Jan- 2, 1774; Annatie (Hannah),. 

baptized September 8, 1176; Joris (George), baptized June 14, 
1178 ; Albert, baptized January 12, 1'781;Isaack, baptized 
June 20, k790. 

Roelef BIinkerhof. Beelhie Demaree. 
David, baptized March 17,1776 ; Jacobus (James)baptized 

June 14,1778 ; Margareta, baptized June 4, 1780 ; h a t i e -
(Hannah), baptized Xo~ember3,1788;Joris (George),baptized. 
March 13, 1786; Hendrick (Henry), baptizedOctober 14, I787 
Maria, baptized- ,1790. 

Jacobus Blinkerhof. Annatie Demaree. 
:Joris, Jmuarg16,ITSO ;Margapita, April 14,1'782;David, 







June 13, 1784 ;Hendrick, January 29, 1786 ;Beelitie (lsabal), 
March 21, 1790 ; Jacobus, -,1792. 

Lukas Blinkerhof. Ma~iaCole. 
Jacobus, January 4, 1785 ;Autie, July 16, 1786 ;h a t i e ,  

May, 1799. 
Jan Blinkerhof . Sara 'STanttrdalen. 

Joris, Nwember 13, 1785 ; Garret, October 14,1187 ; Hen-
drick, August 23, 1790 ; Mitrtyna, h p d ,  1793. 

Joris Bhkerhof. Maria Van Harlinger. 
Joris Hendrick, July 10, 1791 ; Johanes Mnrtines, ApriI, 

1793. 
Bendrick BIinkerhof. Naltie Hoogtaling. 

Hezikiah, April, 1792. 
Gudbert Bliukerhof. Elizabeth Ackerman. 

Martyntie, baptized June 30,1776 ;Lena, baptized October 
3, 1779;Joris (George), baptized December 91, 17Sl; Cozhr~elius, 
baptized August 31, 1784 ;Annatie (Hannah), baptized March 
25, IT87 ; Margareta, baptized November 8, 1789 ; Gerbie, bap-
tized -,1799. 

The Emt pastor of the conemgo church was the Rev. 
Cornelius Casine, who served in that capacity from the 
autumn of 1772until his death in 1588. 

He was succeeded by the Rex George (3. Brinkerhoff, 
the youngest son of Joris, who entered upon his pastomte in 

, 	 November, 1789. He mas ordained in the city of New York, 
at the General Synod held iu October of that year, as appears 
by the following minute from its records: "The licentiate, 
Georpjus Brinkerhoff, presented a call made upon him by the 
congregation of Conemago, and, at the request of the eongre-
gation, and on account of the distance (it mas a six m-eeks' 
journey there), this reverend body solemnly ordained Mi .  
Brinkerhoff in the Reformed Dutch Church." 

One of the deeds of lands purchased by Joxis Brinkerhoff 
is da.hd March 21, 1771, and is in the possession of J o h  G. 
BrinkerhoE, of Hunterstown, Pa., by whom the lmd is still 
owned. 

Here Joris Srinkerhoff settled, andremaineduntil his death, 
January 3,1810, at the advanced age of ninety-one years. 

He was a leading man in the Gonewago colony ;a magis-
trate for many years, a ruling elder in the church, and always 
respected and honored by the entire community. 



He was buried in the Conewngo burging ground, and at 
his grave a new monument has recently been erected (1885) 
by the contributions of a number of his descendants, who 
were present at the family re-union heId upon the old home-
stead, August 81,1884. 

The follodng biographical sketch of him was read at the 
re-unionby John G.Brinkerhoff : 

"From what 1 have often heard related by my grandfather 
{John,son ofJoris), from my father, and others, of the appear-
ance, life, times, and anecdotes ofour ancestor (hedied he lve  
years before Iwas born), he was described as a large, power-
M man, over s ix  feet tall, broad across the shoulders, and 
strongly built. He was a man of great perseverance and 
strang determination, and would have his own way, over-
sight and control of all his property, until about three years 
before his death. He lived in the times that tried men's souls. 
He was a firm friend of the Father of his Country, and agreat 
advocate of the cause of Independence. Ris sons all served in 
the kolutiouary War except the youngest (theRev, George 
G.),and I ofken heard my grandfather relate that after he had 
served six mopths iu the army, and returned home on a fur-
lough, the old gentleman would have him off again, saying he 
could get along with the slaves, of which he had quite a 
number. 

''He was represented to  me asagreat man inprayer, would 
have his slaves and domestics present at ~womllip,and dtimes 
of drouth, threatened calamity, or sickness,would have special 
prayers, and d hands from shops, fields, and farm (they did 
their o m  blacksmithing, spinning, weaving, shoemaking, 
ete., etc.,) would have to  diwp their work and be present.

"He was a man of kindy disposition, and the peacemaker 
of his neighborhood. He would not quarrelhimself, and would 
not allow others to quarrel or fight in his presence. In short, 
he was a true man and a good citizen in all the relations of 
life, and was so recogmized by his contemporaries, 

"In his religious faith he remained steadfast to the doc-
trines of the Reformed Dutch Church, and in the last letter 
written by him, which has been preserved, he dwells in sor-
row upon a certain heresy, as he deemed it, then being taught 
by a new pastor, and says, in conclusion: 'Iand mychildren, 
and some others, do not like to have anything to do with it. 



We frequent the church and keep silent, but the ~liholething 
is so entangled that it must soon be hished. I hope with 
great confidencethat the good Lord will let us stand by the 
teaching which our ancestors have sealed with their blood, 
and that is the prayer of your father.' 
"Like most men of property in those days he was the 

owner of slaves, but before his death he pro~idedfor the free-
dom of all of them. 

"By a document duly executed and recorded, under date 
ofAugust 23, 1807, he ponder ;  : 'Whereas, my mulatto man, 
Jone, aged twenty-four years two months and nine days, and 
my mulatto man, Jim, aged twenty-three years and seven 
days, and my mulatto girl, Lean, aged eight,een years and 
eleven days, were all born as servants to me, the subscriber, 
a,ndall recorded according to lam- in the Register's Office of 
the County of Pork ; now I,George Bririkelrhoff, Sr., of Stra-
bone Township, Couniy of ALams, and S h t e  of Pennsylvania, 
do, for value received, assign all my right and title of the 
foregoing servantsuntil they come to  the age of twenty-eight 
years, and no longer, to Gilbert BrinkerhoE and Henry Brink-
erhoff,both of Mount Pleasant Township, County and State 
aforesaid.' 

"By his d,dated two mouths earlier, he provided for  the 
£redom ofhis other slaves. The 'cvilI entire is as follow~s: 

"1. 'In the name of God, h e n .  I, George Brinkerhoff, 
of Strabone Township, being weak of body, but sound of 
mind, memory and understanding, thanks to Atmighty God 
for the same, do make and publish this, my last dand tes-
tament as follows : 

"2. 'Igive and bequeath to  my eldest son one bond which 
I obtained from him, 

"3. 'I give and bequeath to my sons Roelif and Jacob the 
bonds Iobtained from them. 

"4. '1 give and bequeath to my son Gilberk the sum of 
twenty five pounds, to be paid him by son John,for certain 
privileges obtained. 

'(5. 'To my sons Ruelif and Jacob, the sum of tm~enty 
pounds, t o  be paid by my son G-eorge,for certain privileges 
obtained by him. 

"6. Theremainderof myestatetobe dirided equally among 
m y  seven sons, vb.:James, Roalif, Guilbert, Henry, Jacob, 



John,and George, to share, and share alike, except my three 
old slaves, viz.:Sam, Nick, and Poll ; I give them their liberty 
and £reedom from slavery, a.ndd o w  them their beds andbed-
ding, their clothes, and their househoId furniture. 

"7. 'Lastly, Idonominate and constitutemysonsGtuilbert, 
John, md Henry Brbkerhoff, to be the executor of this my 
last will and testament, hereby r e v o h g  all other wills, lega-
cies, and bequests by me herehforemade, and declare this, and 
no other, to  be my last will and testament.. 

'' ?n witness whereunto Iset my hand and sea1this twenty-
secolld day of June, 1807. 

GEORGEB ~ R H O F T .* 
' Witlzesses present,

'' 'JORPU-SCIIR~CER 

'DAVIDJihmrow.'" 


*NOTE.-Itwill be noticed that in the later documents the name iswritten 
George instead of dori~,and the 1 is dropped, and the h a l  f is doubled in the 
GUrnBmB. 

So with the sons :Jacobus is  written James; Guilbert, Gilbei-b; Hendrick, 
Henry, etc. It mas the transition period with a11Dutch names. 

Inhis will his son Hem)- is named acr one of the executors, and also asone 
of the legatees, and yet the settlement papem seem to show that Henry,the 
eldest son of James, acted as executor and the traditions of the family are 
that Henry, the son of Joris, died shortly after the dose of the Revolution-
a1.s' I ~ X .  



THE NEW YORK C O L O m ,  

0 many of the enlib-nts from Kerv Jersey to ConewagoT the change evidently nrasnot satisfactory, for, in s few 
years, one pad  of them removed to Kentucky (none of 

them Brinkerhoffs), and a few years later, in 1793, another 
part moved northward to  Central New York, and the reslrlt 
was that the cololls was so depleted that the Dutch families 
remaining were not sufficiently numerous to keep up thei-L. 
church organizat.ioa. 

Rev. George G.BrinkerhoE was the last pastor, and after 
his resignation, the few Dutch families shill on the ground 
became affiliated with the Presbyterian Church at Hunters-
tomn, which, in its faith and organization, was substantially 
the same as that of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

me circumstancesunder which the emigration to Centml 
New York (CayugaCox~uiy)was made are worthy of notice. 

The aborigines of the north, as is well. knomn, possessed 
more vigor than those of the south. From 1775 to 1794 the 
most powerful confederacy of Indians inAmerica was that of 
the Six Nations, who occupied what is now Ohio, together 
with large portions of Northern Pennsylrank and Western 
New York. The districts indicated continued inaccessible to 
white settlers even afier Kentucky had become a State. 

The massacre of Wyoming, of bittermemory, mas by the 
SixXations, at the instigation of the tories in 17'78. 

Successes against this confederacy were few and of small 
consequence until afier the massacre just mentioned; but that 
awakened a widespread and fierce indzgnation, which codd 
only be satisfied with such just retribution as mas i a c t e d  on 
the Indians by General Sullivan. He fought the bloody battle 
of the Chemung, about where the city of Elmira now stands, 
in 1'179, and at the same time burned nearly fifty of their 
illages in the Genesee valley; but not until the famous 
crushing victory of "Mad Anthony Wayne," as the people 



called him in 1794,was the red man'spower, even EO far east 
a.sthe Susquehanna, b l l y  and forever destroyed. 

These two victories made the country about the lakes of 
New York safe, and hardly was the way to  it open before 
some adventurous spirits of the Conewago colony hastened to 
make use of it. They were amoug the very first t o  seek 
homes in that direction, and the eventEuI century which has 
now h o s t  intervened between us and them has justified 
their 'iirisdom and foresight. 

This pioneer eolony consisted of ten families, and their 
journey "through the wilderness to  the promised land'' ia 
graphically described in a recent letter from the venemble and 
honored John I.Brinkerhoff, the son of one of the leaders of 
t h i r j  colony, and tvho still resides (1886)upon lands there lo-
cated. He says: "Your grandfather, Roeliff Brinkerhoff, 
and my father, his brother, Jacob BrinBerhoff, left Ckttys-
burg, Pa., April 30,1793, with their families, in company with 
eight ot.herfamilies, for (as it tvas called) the Genesee, or lake 
country, in New York." 

Among these eight fa.milies.there was aLuke Brinkerhoff 
and his family. He was a cousin of beliff and Jacob, and 
came with them from Bergen County, N. J. Kia father was 
Jacob, a younger brother of Joris. 

He settled in Wayne Courrty, N. Y., and left a daughter, 
but no ma.ledescendants. 

M y  faiher and mother had with them seven children, and 
my uncle Roeliff and my aunt lsabel (his wife) had eight, 
children. Ahgether there must have been a pretty large 
company. They came in tented wagons, and brought with 
them asmuch asthey could of provisions and household s W ;  
such as t.hey would need by the way and on their arrival 
here. 

They got to this county (Cayuga) the fourth of July, hav-
ing been two months and four days on the way. Iwill giPe 
a short narrative of their long journey, as I have often heard 
it related by my parents and others. 

The State of Pennsylvania hadbeen forsome time engaged 
in opening a road through the wildern- to the Geneme orlake 
country. Gangs of men are employed on Werent sections, 
and this was their road b travel. Of course it was a rough 
mad, the trees cut down, and logs got out of the way, with 



cordmy bridges over swampy places, so that wagons could 
pass. Sometimes they would come to the end of the road, 
that is, they mould come up to a company of men. who had 
not Mshed their section, and they wodd send a few men 
with axes and help them through to the next open section, 
There were no mmmodious hotels on this highway, but e~-erg-
settler who had got up a Iog house would take in all his little 
house would hold, so, when near night, if they came to one 
of these houses they would carry in bedding enough out of the 
wagons to  cover the floor, and the women and children would 
sleep in the house, and the men in the wagons. If, when 
night o~ertookthem, which often happened, and them was no 
housein sight, the women and chilchen would sleep in the 
wagons, and the men on the ground under the wagons. 

So they came on until they reached the Susguehanna river, 
near its junction with the Chernung river. Here they mere 
held about two meoks, on account of high water, untiI t,he 
water was low enough to ford the river. From there they 
came to the head of Cayuga lake, where the village of Ithaca 
now stands, and so down the east side of the Cayuga lake to 
the south end of the county of Cayuga (in the town of Genoa, 
Ithink),andhere they fo~lndsomecleared land (orIndianfields, 
as they were called), and here they concluded to stop and take 
time to look around and decide where to make a permanent 
settlement. They put up some cabins for shelter, and 
although it was late, they put in some seed to raise some grain 
for the next yeax. 

They remained here nearly two years, and in that time 
they explored the country, and &ally purchased lmds, and 
made their settlement near the foot of Owasco lake, and 
most of them on the east side. 

My father and uncle Roeliff purchased and settled on what 
has ever since been called Brinkerhoff's Point, on the east 
sideof the lake, and about two and a half mi les  from the foot. 
They took possession in the spring of 1,795. 

As soon as they were fairly located they organized a relig-
ious society in connection with the Dutch Reformed Church, 
with my father and uncle two of its officers. The society took 
its corporate form and title at a meeting held in the h o w  of 
Col. John L.Hardenbergh, at Hardenbergh's Comers(now the 
city of Auburn). 
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I khi& there wem fonr settlers within the limits of thi 
present t o m  ofOwascowhen our people came here. 

When the @ttysburg colony came here in 1793 there was 
but one house (that of Col. John L. Hardenbergh) where the 
city of Auburn now stands. 

From 1795 and onwards emigrants came in rapidly, and 
in 1797 they erected a log meeting house, the first church 
edifice in Cayuga County. It stood about a t a n  rods south 
of the bridge on our farm, on the east side of the road, and was 
in use until 1813, when the new church, erected in Owasco 
f l a g e ,  was occupied. 

Provisions mere somewhat scarce the first two or three 
years, especially grain, as hardly enough was raised to supply 
the incoming emigcallts, so they had to economizeprettyclose. 

They did not suffer for want of meat, as the game in the 
woods, and fish in the lake and croeks, supplied that. So they 
were ne.rer in a stasvbg couditiou. 

Two years after their settlement on the Omasco (1796), 
they were joined by James Brinkerhoff, and stiU later (1808) 
by the Rev George G. BrinkerhoE and his family. 

The three pioneer Blinkerhoffs, James, Roeliff, and Jacob, 
were all their lives among the Ieading men of the county, in 
the cl~urch,and in business, and ilione were more respected or 
worthy. 

The Brinkerhoff lands extended perhaps half a miIe 
north and south of Brinkerhoff Poiut on the lake, and is one 
of the most beautiful, as well as one of t'hemost fertile loca-
tions in Central New York, and the farms carved out of the= 
lands are still among the rnost valuable in that region. The 
Hon. John I. Brinkerhoff (son of Jacob), and David Erdcer-
hoff (gaudsou of Roelef), still reside here with se\+erdoftheir 
chiIdren. Brillkerhoff Poiut is about five mites south of the 
city of Auburn. 

The Owasco Lake, which is about twelve miles long, with 
an average width of one nde, is one of the most beautihl 
sheets of water in America, and its shores are now largely 
occupiedby summer villas of wealthy city owners. 

Here, along the eastern shore of the Owasco, the Brinker-
hoffs took root, and here many d their descendants still 
remain, good men and women, and worthy citizens of the 
State. 
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GENEALOGICAL RECORD. 

FIRST, SECOND,THIRD AND FOURTH GENEEL4T%OXS. 

AT the dea-th of Joris Brinkerhoff, in 1810, there were 
' living of his descendants six sons and fo~tp-nine 
pnciehildren. Of these gmdchildren. t m n ty-swell 

we* males and twenty-two females. Only two of them are 
now k i n g  : John I. B~inkerhoffof Owasco, N. Y. ,+and Ln-
cretia, m-idom of David Schreiver, of Hunterstom~n,Pa. 

The f oflowing genealogical record d l  show their distrib11-
tion, and their line of descent'jhm Joris Dircksen, the f o~ulcler 
of the family in America. It will dso give an outline of sub. 
sequent additions to these families, as an aid to those of the 
pyesent generation in preserving and furnishing the necessary 
family records for the compilatioll of the larger histoly of t,he 
family to be published hereafter. 

Brief biographical sketches of a few- heads of families a-re 
also g-i-ren, and it is hoped that e-Feryfamily which bas bwn 
omitted will at once ma,keup a complete record on tile ->lan 
we have adopted, in s direct Line fml Joris Brinkerhoff, n-110 
settled in Pennsylvmia in 1710, together with biobmphical . 
sketches, and forward to address of General R. Brillkerhoff, 
Mansfield, Ohio, and preserve a copy for themselves. 

As soon as all the descendants are thus presented, a conl-
plete histo~ycan be published. Errors in the present publics-
tion (and doubtless there are soma) should also be noted for 
correction. 

I-1.-Joris Dircksen Ikinkerhoff, the founder of the 
American branch of the Brinkerhoff farniIy, came fibom the 
Province of Dreuthe, in the Netherlands, and having lived for 
some time at Flushing, in the Province of Zedand, emigrated 
to the New Netherlands (now New YorB) in 1633, and settled 
upon a farm within the present limits of the city of Brooklyn, 
where he resided until his death, January 16, 1661. For par-

*John I. BrinkerhoE -diedJune 16th, 18S6. 



ticulars of his career in the New World see ante, pages 13 to 
16. 

He married Susannah Dubbels, and a31 his children were 
born in Holland. 

Ina book entit,led"The Ea.rlySettlers of Kings County,'' 
it is stated that "Joris Dircksen Brinckerhoff arrived in 1638. 
Re settIed on Staten Island, and antered into a contract with 
Cornelius Melyn, the owner of the idand, to reside there ;but 
owing to  the murder of some of the neighboring planters by 
t,he Indians, in 1641, he obtained a release from the contract 
August 15,  1641. He went to  Long Island, and settled in 
Bmoklp. He died Jailuary 16, 1661." 

From other sowces it would seem that the Cornelius 
Melyn mentioned above was the son-in-lawof Joris, and the 
&st husband of Altie. After his death she married William 
Coveuhoven. 

C H I L U B E N .  

2-2.-Dirck : killed by Indians on Staten Island. 
2-3.-Hendrick : b o ~ nabout 1630; died about 1110. 
24,-Abraham : born 1633 ; died about 1714., 
2-5. --Altie :married W i b m  Covenhoven. 

Is-ID. -Hendrick Joerisen Brinkerhoff m a n i d  Cbasie, 
aaughter of Co~usliusBoomgaert, and settled in Hempstead, 
Long Island, u-here he remained until his removal to New 

. Jersey during the ~volutionaryWar. . 'i k *\ 
In 1677 he purchased a tract of land in Bergen, now a pa& 

of Jersey City, which, after hb death, became t h e  residence 
of his widow and his son Cornelius, and on this tract some d 
his descendants s t i l l  reside. 

In 1679 he joined with a feu-other Dutchmen from Bergen 
and purchased the Indian tikle to the site of what is now Pas-
saic Ciiy, but soon afterwards disposed of his interest there, 
and subsequently purchased of Hendrick Epske Banta, by 
deed bearing date June IT, 1685,the farm upon the Hacken-
sack, just below the present Eidgefield Park Station, on the 
West Shore Railroad, and formerly known asold Hackensack, 
upon ~vhirhhe resideduntil his death, and which remained in 
the family until 1878. 

In '(The Early Settlers of &gs County," page 49, it is 
stated as folIows: "Hendrick Jorise marriedClaasie Corneliw 

'\> 



Boomgaert or Bougoert, of Middlewout (Flushing). Name on 
Ilidian deed of Flushing of 1670, and on Assembly roll of 1675. 
Member of the Hempdead Assembly of 1665,from Flushing, 
and a magistrate of said t o m  in 1665+'63 and '73. Berno~ed 
£rom Flushing to the easternbranch of the HackensackRiver, 
N.J., where he bought land June 17, 1685. His descendants 
in New ~ e r s e ~  namessometimes write their Blinckerhoff. 
Issue :Susauna ; baptized January, 1661 ;ma.pried Roelof Ton 
Der h d e ,  of Hackensack. Cornelius married Algie Tree-
land, and resided at Hackensack. Dirck, of Backensack, 
&ed M a r g a d  Sibs Eanta ; and Jawbus, of Hackensack, 
baptized March 89, 1685,married Angenietye Banta." 

In a book entitled "Hudson County (N. J.)Land Titles," 
page 136, it is stated '< The Dutch West M a Companydeeded 
{Loi No. 13 on map) to Jan Evertse &ut, aud he to MichaeI 
Jansen. Jallsen's widow, Fitjie Hartmans, sold to Claes Jan-
sen De Bocker, December 20, 1667. De Bocker con~eyedthe 
same, May 30, 1667, to Hendrick Jorise Van Rliakerlloef ; he 
con~eyedit to his son Cornelius, February 24? 170s.'' (. . 

Thia seems to havebeen his first purchase in New Jersey, 
aad to this property his widow and his son Cornelius removed 
after his death. He had five children, of whom we have his-
tor ic record, but some accounts name a sixth child, a daughter 
named Gertie, born Februarg 20, 1670, w%ch is probably cor-
rect, and that the chiId died in infancy. '1 .'

k 

C H I L D R E N .  

3-6.-Margrietje :born 13, 1671. 

3-7. -Cornelius :born 1673 ; died September 1,1770. 

3-8.-Joris :born 1673 ;died February 5,  1892. 

3-9.-Dirck. 

3-10.-Jacobus :baptized March 29, 1685; died 1770. 


rn-VI.-Ma@etje BriaBerhoff married Mhttys De Moit. 
of&@on, May 6,1705 ;united rrith the Hackensack Church 
October 5,  1701. 

II-W.-Cornelius Brinkerhoff : born in Middlewout, L. 
I.; married Aegie Vreeland May-24, IT08 ; died September 1, 
1'170,aged 97 years. He was sometimes d e d  Cornelius Een-

-	 dricben Van Bliikerhoff. He united with the Hackensack 
Church April. 8, 1699. 



IGIX.-Dirck Brhkerhoff united with the Hackensack 
Ckurch April 8, 1699 ;married, first, Margrietje Sibese Banta, 
October 31, 1702 ; second, Abigal Ackermn, October, 1733. 

II-X.-Jacobus Brhkerhoff, like his father, Hendrick, 
and his grandtather, Joris, was a man of high character and 
standing in the community in which he lived. At the death 
of his father he and his brother Dimk took the pate& home-
stea,dupon t,he Hackensack, where he resided until his death. 
He m-as a coui~ty~nagistrate,an elder of the church (ofwhich 
all his family were members), and a man of mark in all the 
mlations of life. In a stone, in the comer of the church at 
Hackensack, his name is cut in bold letters as one of its early 
f ouders. 

He married Agnitie Bmta, daughter of Hendrick Bmta, : 
April 17, 1708, by mvom he had five 

C R I L D R E N .  

4-11.-Hartman : born May 1,1709. 
4-15.-Hendrick :born November 1, 1710 ; died 1760. 
~13.-Joris : born October 9, 1'119 ; died January 3, 1810. 
&I&-Jacob : born November 19, 1121. 
4-15.-Martje (Maria) : born October 82, 1724. 
TCr-XD.-Hendrick Brinkerhoff had fiechildren, viz. : (I). 

Cobus, who had two sons and a daughter (Henhck and Gar-
ret), and a son of one of them (Garret) was the Rev. Jams G. 
Brinkerhoff; (2) Nicoussie, who had one son, who died a 
youth, and three daughters ; (3) George, who had four sons 
(Hendrick, Jacob, Cobus, and Cornelius), and a son of one of 
them (Hendrick)was sheriff ; George Brinkerhoff ; (4)Hen-
drick ; ( 5 )  Ann. 

TV-XIII.-Joris Brinkerhoff, the common ancestor of the 
Pennsylvahia, C e n W  Kew York, and Western Brinkerhoffs, 
married Baeltie Demarest, daughter of David Demared, in 
hrovember, 1745,and settled Epon a farm about amile south 
of the present railroad station at Demarest. Here he resided 
until his removal to Pennsylvania in 1770, and here all his. 
children were born. 
h 1770 he emigrated to York County (now Adams), Pa. 

and settled upon a farm of five hundred and twenty acres? 
about four miles northeast of the present city of Qettysburg, 



and between what are now known as the Harrisburg State 
mad and the York Pike. 

The house he built and lived in a.Uhis life remained until a 
few years ago, when it was taken doxn to give place for a 
modern structure. It was built of concrete, and the w;tlls 
were two feet thick. The work was done by his slaves, and 
two or three summers mas taken for its completion. 

C H I L D R E L Y .  

I-16.-James : born November 93, 1746 ; died May, 1813. 
%IT.-Roelef : born November 10, 1748; died February 88, 

1830. 

5-18,-Henrg :born J d y  4, 1'751 ; died unmarried. 
5-19.-Gilbert : born February 92, 1753. 
5-20,-Jacob : born February 28, 1756 ; died November 13, 

1829. 
5-21.-John :born April 6, 17'59 ; died May 13, 1838. 
5-23.-George : horn February 28, 1761 ;died May 29, 1813. 

IV-XIV.-Jacob Brinkerhoff, son of Jacobus, had six 
children, vix. :(1) Agnitie, marriedto Da~ridHaring ;(55) Lums, 
who emigrated with his uncle Jopis to Pennsylvania, a m  
thence to  Cayuga County, N. Y. ; (3) Nautie {Hannah),who 
married John Christie ; (4) Cobus ; (5)  Hend~~ick,who died 
unmamied ; (6) Albert, w-ho left two sons (Jacob and Albert), 
and a daughter (Ann), w-ho married David Christie. 

V-XVI. -James (Cobus, or Jacobus in Dutch) Brinkerhoff 
was born in Bergen County, Kew Jersey, November 23, 1746. 
He married Catrintie (Catharine) Voorhees, and remained in 
Bergen County until his removal to Pennsylvania. 

When his Eather (Joris) removedto Penns~.lvmiain 1170, he 
purchased farms for all his married sons. The land assigned 
to James conshied of two hundred and thirty-six acres, near 
his father's (now o w a d  by David Sunrigner), and here he 
settled, and remained until his removal to New York. 

In 1796 he followed his brothers to Eew York with a;U his 
family, except his eldest son, Henry. 

He settled upon a farm about two miles south of Brinker-
hoff s Point, in the town of NiIes, near the Owasco Lake, 
where he remained until hie death, in 1813, and where his 
gmndaon James still resides. 
. U e h i s  brothers, he was a man of sterling integrity, an 



active member of the Dutch Church, and a worthy citizen in 
all the relations of life. 

He had six 
C H I L D R E N .  

6-23.-Henry: born August 9, 1770 ;died October 1, 1847. 
6-24.-Luke. 
6-2 5.-Jacob V. 
6-26.-George. 
G%'.--LUbert. 

6-28.-James. 

T-XTrII.-Roelif (RaIph in English), the second son of 
Joris, was born in Bergen County, N. J., h'ovemlser 10,1748, 
and remained with his father until the family emigrated to 
fennsylvania in 1770. 

In the autumn of that year he returned to New Jersey, and 
married Baeltie (Isabella) Demarest, a daughter of Da~4d 
Demarest, of Bergen County. 

The Demarest family was of Huguenot extraction, and 
dates back to  Daed Demarest, who landed in New York 
April 16, 1563, in company with the other French refugees 
who came over fromAmsterdam in the ship "Brindled Cow," 
fleeingh m  religious pe~secutionin their native laud. 

It would seem that %elif and his wife  remained inBergen 
County for a year or two, for their f i l~tchild, Martyntie 
(Martins), is recorded in the records of the Schraalenburg 
church as baptized September 13, 1778. 

However, in 1773 me find him upon a farm of two hun-
dred and forty-four acres in his father's neighborhood in 
Adarns County, Pa.,which is now owned by Rufus A. Eichel-
berger. 

Bere he resided until his removal to Eew York in 1793, 
when he located upon a farm on the north side of Brinker-
ho%'sPoint, on the Owasco Lake,on what is known as Lot 
84, and where he remained until his death, February 28, 1830. 

Ris wife survived him several years. 
Roelif Brinkerhoffwas the master spirit of the colonyfrom 

Conewago, and was a man every way entitled to leadership ; 
and his wife was in every respect a helpmeet forhim. 

The followingdescription of this worthy couple, by hh old-
est grandson now livhg, Peter S. 3rinkerhoff {a worthy rep-



resentative of his grandfather,and of the same corxhanding 
height),who resides at Compton, GaLifornia,presents agraphic 
picture, which is fully confirmed by allother accounts we have 
of him. He says: 

"When grandfather died, at the age of eighty two years 
one month and eighteen days, I was but a mere boy, yet I 
remember him very welI. In appearance he was of command-
ing figure, tall, about six feet four inches, straight, of compact 
£om, possessing much physical strength andkuch endurance, 
though in later years age and much physical labor inclined his 
farm somewhat forward. 

"In character he was a positive man. For many continu-
ous years he was an elder, or deacon, in the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Owasco, a prominent man in allchurch a.ndreligious 
movements, and, what is of more importance, an honest 
Chridian at home. His daily 'life was permeated with the 
principles of his religion, and he practised at home what he 
professed abroad. Inmanner he was s plain, blunt man, but 
very affable, pleasant, agreeable and generous. 

"As to his habits, in an eminent degree he was tpmperate, 
industrious, and economical, and possessing much energy of 
character. 

"An anecdote, one of many I could relate, will illustrate 
his character for decision and promptness, from which people 
had learned that what he said he meant to perform. 

"On account of the doctrines preached by Domine Ten 
Eyck, minister in the old Dutch Reformed Church at Owasco, 
a very respectable part of the membe~hipwithdrew, because, 
as they claimed, Ten Eyck did not preach in their purity the 
d&es of the church. Thereupon, Ten Eyck was called to 
an account by the Church Consistory, and promised topreach 
no mom Hopkinsiantenets, but in a short time he preached 
again the same offensive doctrines. After considerable remon-
~tmncehe persisted in his course. finding they were not 
accomplishing anything, grandfather exclaimed: "To your 
tents, 0Tssrael!" and left. The seceders went a-ndheld their 
services in the schooIhouse near the old church budding.

'<The secedem, having contributed Iargely to the erection of 
the old church edifice, claimed the right to occupy it a prf of 
the time. The other pasty claimed the right of occupying it 
dl the time, and, having the key in their w o n ,  kept the 



doom of the churchlocked,so that the seceders could not gain 
entrance. Grandfather thought this state of +kings 
unendurablg that his right-in commun with the rights of 
other seceders-were trampled upon. So,accordingly, he gave 
the opposing party to understand that if the church doors 
were lockedon the next Sabbathmorning rTLe would open them. 
Accordingly, on the next Saturday evening he went to the 
saw-mill and got the heavy iPon bar with which logs were 
moved, brought it up to the house, put it in the wagon, and on 
Sunday morning went to  church, and, whilst my father was 
tying the horses, gaudfather shouldered the iron bar, and 
went direct to the church doors, but found them unlocked, and 
he passed in. 
<T€
the doors had been Iocked he mould have battered them 

down instantly. The opposing party, knowing him to be 
equal to the emergency, and that he was always as good as 
his word, unlocked the doors. 

"Our grandmother was ako of marked decision and energy 
of character. It r~quiredmuch mental heroism to  leave the 
refined society of friends and home to meet the vicissitudes, 
h-ials and privations incident to early pioneer life in the then 
unbroken wilderness. 

"Grandnlother was a woman of strong con.r~ictionsand of 
decidedly religious characteristics, rearing her children to the 
practice of integrity, virtue, aud the nobler qualities of the 
human soul, and she met a31 the trials of the d d e r n e s  with 
cheerfulness, contentment and comge. 

"Such was the early life of our pioneer sires, a;U honor to 
their names." 

Another accoullt of Roelif describes him as C' a man over six 
feet tall, of strong, muscular f o m ,  lightcomplexion, light hair, 
nose large and inclined to Roman, not much of a taker, grave 
and sedate. He was a very pious man, and his conversation 
was largely codbed to religious subjects; was an officer in 
the Dutch Church, and a leading man in alI local affak." 

The religious temper of his mind is fully indicated by the 
following letter to his brother, written in Dutch, with fault-. 
less ~hirography. 

O w m q  June 17. 
VERYDEARBROTEER: 

I let you know on this occa~onthat we are still enjoying 



good health. So I wish ~.outhe same. I was glad to hear 
from you that you were again restored, in part, through the 
goodness of the Lord. 

I would desire very much to see you once. I have desired 
t o  see you now more for a time than erer before. Ithoughtif 
the Lord will, and we live, me may pmibly come next fd, 
but it is but a perhaps. 

We havehad aletter born Conewago recentlj-, that they 
were s t i l l  well. M h e r ,  I: let you know with gladness with 
regard to the state of the church. It looks still, thus far,very 
well. The new converts are yet very zealous. Oh, what are 
we, orwhat is our Father's house, that the Lord has thought 
of us. Iwish not to*glorybut in the Lord. We had celebra-
tion of the Lord's Supper of late, and there were ninety per-
sons who participaM. Oh, that the Lord might grant us t,o 
conkinue unto the end, to make us walk in the feax of God, 
and dso  I wish myself for you the blessing of the Lord. 

The greetbg to you all of 
ROELZFB-OFF, 

Thus he lived and thus he died, an earnest Christim, a 
kind husband and father, a good citizen, and a true man in 
all the relations of life. 

C R I L D R E N ,  

6-28.-Marbyntie : born August 20,1772 ;died May, 1843. 
6-29.-David R. :baptized March 17, 1776 ;died September 

15, 1828. 
6-30.-James :baptized June 14,1778 ; died unmarried. 
6-31.-Marph :baptized June 4, 1780 ; died 1867. 

6-39. --tie ;baptized November 8, 1782. 

6-33.-Joris R. :born Februaq 19, 1785 ; died November 


7, 1849. 
6-34.-Hendrick R. : born September 23, 1787; died April 

30, 1844. 
6-35.-Maria : baptized June, 1770 ; died unmarried. 
V-XVm.-Hendrick Brinkerhoff, third a m  of Joris, mas 

h r n in Bergen County, New Jemey, July 4,1751. He went with 
his father to Adams County, Pennsylvania, and lived there 
until his death. He was a soldier in the Revolution during 
the entire war, and d i d  soon after its close from diseases,con-
tracted in the m y .  He was named in his fathar's will as 



one of the executors, but this evihntly meant Henry, the 
eldest son of James, who actually served in that capacity-

Hendrick died unmarried. 

V-XIXIGuylbert (Gilbert), fourth son of Joris, was 
born in Bergen County, New Jersey, Pebruary 22,1753. 

H e  married Elizabeth Ackerman, and settled upon a farm 
of two hundred acres in Adams County, Pa., adjoining 
that of his brother James, with the stream known as White 
Run,the boundary line between them, He lived anddied upon 
this farm, and his descendanh are st i l l  numerous in Adams. 
County. He had n i n e  children, viz.: George (who died un-
married), Cornelius, Magildem, Margaret, Mastina, Hannah, 
Charity, Maria, and Elizabeth. 

The onIy male descendants of Gilbert now living are twe 
gmndchgdren, vix., Isaac H., who resides at Huntemtown, 
Pa., and Cornefi~ls,who resides in Marshall County, Iowa. 

Of the daughters of Gilbert, Hannah and Charity died un-
married. Magdalenn married George Berlom;Margaret mar-
ried P&r Eerlow; Martina married John Bodent; Maria 
married John Berlow, and Elizabeth marrid Peter Monfort. 
A large number of their descendants still reside inAdams 
County. 

John G.Brinkerhoff, of Hunterstown, Pa., says of him : 
"My father always spoke highly of his uncle Gilbert, and in 
my younger days I heard several of his old neighbors speak 
respectfully of him; and 1 have observed from his papers in 
my possession that he did considerabIe business by powers of 
attorney, and as executor and administrator, and he must. 
have had the confidence and esteem of his relatives and 
neighbors." 

V-XX.-Jacob Brinkerhoff, fifth son of Joris, was born in 
Bergen County, New Jersey, February 25, 1756. He removed 
with his father to Pennsylvania, but returned to Bergen 
County and married Annatie (Hannah)Demarest on February 
25, 1779, His wife was a sister of Isabel, his brother RoeWs 
wife. 


He returned t o  Pennsylvania and settled upon a farm of 
two hundred and seventy acres, near his brother's, and 
remained there until he emigrated to Cayuga County, New 
York, in 1193, where he located on the south side of Brinker-



hops Point, on the Owasco Lake, adjoining his brother 
&elif. 

H e  was a leading man in the community, a magistrate of 
the county, an officer in the church, and an active man in all 
the public affairs of his county. When a young man he mas 
a soldier, under Washington, in the Re~olutionaryWa,r, and 
held a captain's commission during the latter part of his 
service. 

He had ele~enchildren, seven sons and four daughters: 
8-37.-George B.: born December 27, 1779; died March 4, 

1851. 

6-38.-Margaret : born March 24, 1181;died July 13, 1813. 
0-39.-David : born May 83, 1785: died May 89, 1308. 
64.-Henry I.: born January 5, 1786; died October 5, 

1841. 

841.-&&ha, :born Xovember 11, 1737; died Sugust 24, 

lsal. 
8-48.-Isabel : born February 23, 17-90; died September 15, 

1828. 
6-43.--3ames : born June 81, 1792; died August 31,1851. 
6-@.--Jacob : born August I?', 1795; died August 35,1883. 
645,-Peter : horn December 17, 1791; died August 7, 

1869. 
646.-Maia : born June 17, 1800; died February 14,1831. 
647.-John : born February 17, 1803. 

V-XXI.-John Bridkerhoff, the sixl,hsoil of Joris, wasborn 
in Bergen County, Sew Jersey, and when eleven years old 
came with his father to Adams County, Pa. He married 
Sarah Van Arsdel January 25, 1785, and settled upon his 
father's farm, and remained there until. hie death, h y  13, 
1838. 


His grandson, John G.Brjnkerhoff, of Hunterstown, Pa., 
writes of him as follows : "He was a just.ice of the peace for 
many years (as early as 180'1), and was such at the time of 
his death and by papers in my possession I h d  he settled up 
several estates. He was a prominent citizen, and possessed a 
good share of influence, and had the respect and confidence of 
the entire co&nunity. 

"He wasa memberandelder of the Low Dutch Church, and 
after the abandonment of that organization he connected him-
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self with the Presbyterian Church of Great Conewago, at 
Eunterstown, and was a ruling elder in it until he died. 

"He lived and died on the same tract upon which his 
father lived and died. He was buried in the Low Dutch 
gmveyard, where his wife and father were buried." 

All reports unite in pronouncing him a wise and good 
man, and in every respect worthy of his name and lineage> 
and of honorable remembrance by his numerous decendants. 

He had eight children, five sons and three daughters: 
6-48.--GeorgeJ : born October 26, 1785 : died July 28, 

1822. 
6 - 4 9 . 4 h m t  : born May 11, 1787 ; died September 19, 

1862. 

6-50.-Hemy : born August 3, 1790 ;died August15,1865. 
6-51.-Martina : born March 7, 1'193;died April 6, 1849; 

died unmarried. 
6-52.-Isnac :born June 20, 1736 ;died December24, 1863. 

, 

6-53.-James :born October 11,1799 ; died January 12,. 
1838. 


6-5 b -Lucretia :born February 12, 1801. 
G5S.-Jane :born November 11, 1806 ;died April 11, 1882. 

T-XXIP.-Rev. George G. Brinkerhoff, the youngest son of 
Soris, was born in Closter, Bergen County, New Jmey, in 
1761, and at the age of ten years removed with his father to 
Adams County, Pennsylvania. 

af ter  the ~volutionaryWarhe returned to Bergea County 
to study for the ministry, and remained there until he was 
authorized to preach. 

He must have.been one of the first admitted to the min is t ry  
of the Reformed Dutch Church in America without credentials 
from beyond the sea, Ee was prepared for his calling, in 
part, at Hampton Plains, N. J., by Rev. Henmanus Meyer, a 
German graduate of Groeningen Univemity, and in part at, 
Hackensack, N. J., by Rev. Solomon he l igh and Rev-
Theo. Romeyn. / 

His ks t  work was in the HomeMissionmyfieldin the 
northern counties of New Pork State. 

In 1789 he accepted a dl to the Reformed Dutch Church 
at Conewago, Adams County, Pa., andenteredupon hiswork 
there inNovember of that year. 



Four years later he returned to New Jersey and accepted 
the pastorate of two charches, Kakeat [notv New Hempstead), 
and Rompo. To these he ministered from 1'193 to 1806. 

In 1808he became the pastor of the Dutch Reformed Chcrch 
on the Owasco Lake, in Cayuga County, N. Y., where he 
remained until his death. 

In Corwins ManueI of the Reformed D~itchChurch, it is 
said of him that "he was a Godly man, and a faithful Chris-
tion minister, mild and gentle in temper; he was film and 
resolute in his opinions and purposes. He experierlced a , 

change of heart so early in life that he could not remember 
the time ; and his spiritual exercises, as revealed in his relig-
ious conversation, were deep and earnest, while his daily con-
duct WFM markedby simplicit y and Godlysincerity. His death 
was remarkably calm, and even triumphant. His last words 
were: 'Now I have done with this world, why tarry thy 
chariot wheeIs so long, 0 Lord ?' " 

He was.married, September19, 1'189,to Maria Van Harling. 

6 - 5 6 . 4 e o r g e  H.:born June 20, 1791 ; died July 3, 1867. 
6-57.-4ohannus M.: b o ~ nFebruary 23, 1793 ; died May, 

1793. 
6 - 5 8 . 4 r a h  S.: born April 6, 1794; died November 23, 

1849; unmarried. 
6-59.-Mmtina : born February 1, 1796; died O~kober26, 

18.27. 
6-60.-Johannus M. :born June 30, 1798 ; died Septen~ber 

ao, 1827; unmarried. 
6-61.-Peter V. :born February 4,1800;died Marc11 10, 

1820;unrrlarpied. 
6-62.-Annatie : born A p d  4, 1803 ; died June 7, 1851; 

unmarried. 
643.-Maria :born 'August 1S,1805 ; died Apil 28, 1360; 

unmarried. 

VI-XXIU.-Henry Brinlrerhoff, son of James, was the 
only member of the family who remained in Pennsylvania 
after his father settIed in New York He married Elanor 
Houghtalin, and settled upon a fa-rmin Adams County, and 
remained there until 1838,when he fobwed his sons to Ohio, 
and remained there until'hisdeath. He was born in Bergen 



County, New Jersey, October 17, 1768, and died in Seneca 
County, Ohio, March 12, 1843. His wife was born in New 
Jersey, August 9, 1770, and d i d  in Seneca County, Ohio, Sep- . 
tember 14, 1850. They were married April 28, 1189. 

His grandson, Dr. A. W. Brinkerhoff, who remembers 
him -rrell, says of him: "He was a man about five feet ten 
inches high,and weighed about one hundredand m y  pounds; 
erect, with sandy brown hair, rosy complexion, a good con-
versationalist, was a safe counselor, and a Ghristian gentle-
man, who was loved by all who knew him." 

He was an active member of the Congregational Church, 
a magistrate for many years, and an active and useful man in 
dl the relations of life. 

He had eight children, viz.:Catharine, James, Hezekiah, 
Margaret, Hannah, Elila, Julia Ann, and William H.; of 
these (1) Catharine married William Durborow, and left two 
children; (8) James, who married Elim Casatt, moved to 
Seneca County, Ohio, where he died in 1835, leaving three 
children; (3) Hezzekiah, who was born in Pennsylvania in 
1758,married Jane Kerr in 1816, andmoved to Seneca County, 
Ohio, in 1834, where he died October 1, 1847, leaving four 
sons, one of whom, Dr. Alexander mT. (whose grandchildren 
are of the tenth generation), who, with his two sons (Milford 
H. and Dr. W. C.), resides at Upper hdusky ,  Ohio, and m-ho 
has a national reputation as a physician and inventor; 
Dr. Alex. W. BrinkerhoE died March 13, 1887; and 
another, John H., who resides at Waupun, Wis., a printer, 
and who has been postmaster of the viUage since the election 
ofPresident Lincoln, and has one son and two daughters; (4) 
Margaret, who died unmarried; (5) Hannah, who married 
Samuel Durhorow, aud died in 1832, leaving one child; (6) 
Eliza, married Alex. McIlwine, and died in Seneca County 
without issue; ( 7 )  Julia Ann, m i e d  Anderson Ewing; (8) 
William H ,the youngest son of Henry, was a clergyman of 
the Congregational Church, and of high standing in his de-
nomination, and died at Weyluouth, Medina County, Ohio, 
December 11, 1871, after an active and usefd ministerial 
career of over forty years. 

One of the sons of the Rev. William II. is Captain Henry 
It.Brinkerhoff, of the Fifteenth Mantry, U.S. Army (now 
on duty at Fort Randall, Dakota,) who was'a colonel of 



4 volunteers during the war, and who in every respect is an' 
accomplished officer and gentIeman. He is the aufhor of a 
military book for the use of officers of infantry, entitled, ''In 
the Camp and on the March," which is largely used in the 
army. He is also the author of a recent work of fiction (pub-
lished by J. H. Soule & Co., of Washington, D. C.), ent.itled, 
"Nah-nee-ta, a tale of the Na~ajos,"in which he has em-
bodied his many years of experience among the Indian tribes. 
The other son of Rev. William H, is William Britton, who is 
engaged in farming and coal mining near Clinton, Missouri. 
He was a soldier in the army as a volunteer in the Nirith Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, and then as a second lieutenant in the 
fifty-secondU.S. Colored Infantry. He is married, and has 
three children. 

VI-XXIV. -Luke B~inkerhoff,second son of James, mar-
ried and settled upon a £a,rm in the town of ?Tolcutt, Wayne 
County, N. Y., v-here he died many years ago, leaving a 
family of six children. 

IT-XXv. -Jacob V. Brinkerhoff married and seiiled in 
Livingston County, N. Y., and left several children. One of 
his sons, Hezekiah H. BrinkerhoE, ~ecentlydeceased,resides 
in Ypsilanti, Michigan, in the real estate and insurance busi-
ness. He has sons and daughters. 

T I - X m .  4 e o r g e  married and renlained in C a ~ ~ g a  
County. He had six children, and a number of his descend-
ants still reside in that county. 

W-XXTD.-Albert married and remained in C a p g i ~  
County. He had eight children, two of whom are still living, 
vk., Luke, who resides in CLinton County, Michigan, and has 
a family ;da.ron, who for many years was a promillent mer-
chant in New York City, and uTho11ow resides in Brooklyn, 
and for some years has been Comptroller of that city. He has 
afamily of sons and daughters. 

VI-XXVm.--James married and settled upon his father's 
homestead, upon which his son James now resides. 

VI-XXlTI. -Martyntie (Martins) Brinkerhoff, the eldest 
daughter of Roelif, was born in Bergen County, N. J., ,9ugust 
M, 1172,and %-asbaptized at the Dytch Church in Schralen-
burg, September13,1772. Shewent with her father to Adarus 



County, Pa., and thence in 1793 to Cayuga County, N. Y. 
At that time the lands now constituting the site of the City of 
Auburn was owned by Col. John S. Hardenbergh, who had 
been a government surveyor, and from his knowledge of the 
country had selected these lands on the water powerupon the 
stream running through them, and which is now used so 
largely for manufacturing purpoms. His housewas the only 
one in that region when the Conewago Colony arrived, and 
there the fist church was organized. Colonel Hardenbergh 
very soon b e w e  acquainted with the f d e s  of the colony, 
and, on the nineteenth of Januarg, 1796,married Mmtina 
BrinkerhoE. 

They resided all their lives in Auburn, and as the hamlet 
grew into a city, Colonel Ehrdenbergh's lands became very 
vaIuabIe, a,ndhis family became wealthy. 

Martina survived her husband many years, and died May, 
X 843. 

Theirson, John H. Hardenbergh, with his mother, inherited 
the property, and resided at  Auburn until his death, June 11, 
1863. He left daughters only, one of whom (Maria) nlarried 
Rev. Milton Waldo, and resides at Amhast, Mass. Another 
(Catharine) married Rev. Herrick Johnson, and residee at 
Chicago, Ill. 

17-XXE.- D a ~ d  Brillkerhoff, eldest son of Roelif, 
married and settled upon a £amupon the Owasco Lake,hut. 
upon the death of his brother-in-law, Col. Hardenbergh, he 
became his executor, and removed to duburn, where he 
resided untii his death. 

He was one of the leading men in ,%uburn,and held many 
responsible positions in church and state. He wasa pay-
master in the army during the war of 1812, and amember of 
the constitutional convention of the State of New York. 

Be n~arriedCatbrine Van Middlesworth December 12, 
1804. They had three children, Sarah B.,Roeliff, and Isabel, 
Roeliff died in infancy. Isabel died married.  Sarah B. 
married Henry Ivison, who formanyyears was the head of the 
great publishing house of Ivison, Phinney & Co., now Ivison, 
Blakeman, Taylor & Go., of which his son David is the head. 

TI-XXXI. -Margareta Brinkerhoff married R i c k r d  Par-
sell, of Owasco, and resided all her life upon a farm about a 



mile southeast of the old homestead of her father, and d i d  at 
the advanced age of eighty-seven yeas.  She was a most 
excellent Christian woman, and was belo~edby a 3  who knew 
her. She left several children, and many grandchildren. One 
of her daughters married Rev. E. Hammond, who resides 
with her family at, Closter, Bergen Go., N. J. 

VI-XXXII.-Annatie (Hannah) Brinkerhoff married Dr. 
Josiah %vier, who was one of the most eminent physicians of 
his day. She left three sons, one of whom, Dr. Idoelif Bevier, 
died recently at Plymouth, Ohio, and was the leading physi-
&an there. 

VI-XXXIU.--George R. Brin$erhoffJ youngest son of 
h l 8 ,  was born in Adams County, Pa.,February 10, 1785, 
and came to Owasco, N. Y.with his parents. He received a 
good academiceducation. He learnedsurveying and practiced 
it largely. In the war of 1812 he was a quartermaster in the 
army, and for s time was stationed at Fort George. 

In 1814, at the close of the war, he marriedJacomptie 
Bevier, who was born in Ulster Co., N.Y. ,in 1794,and com-
menced farming on lot e le~enin the town of Sempronius,no-rv 
NiIes. He removed thence, after about seven yean, to  the 
town of Owasco, to the farm now ownedby his son David, 
situated on lot eighty-four, on the lake road, where he con-
tinued to reside till his death, which occurred on the street in 
the city of Auburn, horn heart disease, Norember 7, 1849-
His wife died July 4, 1830. 

k r g e  B. BPinkerhoff was a prpminent man inhis town. 
He was a Democrat in politics, and was honored by his party 
with many offices of trust and responsibility, among them 
that of Supervigor several terms, Justice of the Peace a long 
time, andAssessor. He was a member of theDutch Reformed 
Church of Owaco, in which, for a long time, he held the 
officeof elder. 

His nephew, the Hon. John L Brinkerhoff, who knew him 
dl his active life, say6 of him: "George R. Brinkerhoff I 
always regarded as one of our best men, a kind and obliging 
neighbor, and faithful friend. He was unassuming in his 
habits, a leading member and elder of his church, and always 
consulted in matters pertaining to it; and his counsel and 
advice was often sought upon othermatters by his neighbors." 



He had eight children, five of whom survived him, and 
four are yet living. 

7-71. -David :born September 19, 1815. 
7-72.-Elizabeth : born April 17, 1817. 
7-73.-James :born February 19, 1818; died September93, 

1827. 
F +
i - r  &-Maria : born August 24, 1830 ;died May 11, 1827. 
r -ri-13.-Hannah: born January 21, 1822. 

7-16.-A son :born July 3, 1886 ; died August 4, 1825. 

7-77.-Samuel Bevier born Sttptember 4,1823; died h h 


26, 1880. 
7-78.-RoeW : born June 28, 1828. 

17-XXXIV.-Henry Roelifsen Brinkerhoff, at the age of 
six years, came with his father from Adams County, Pennsyl-
vania, to the wilderness of Cayuga County, New York, and 
grew up on his father's farm on the east shore of the Owasco 
La,ke. MTithout the advantagesof schools, he acquireda good 
education for the time, and was a man of general intelligence 
and st,erlingintegrity. He was a man of fine presence and of 
popular manners, and possessed dl the qualities essential for 
leadership among men. 
h the war of 1818, at the age of twenty-five years, he was 

elected captain of a company, and was attached to the Van 
Rensaeler expedition into Canada, and subsequenkly served 
under Generals Brown, Ripley and Scott. He participated in 
several engagen~ents,and tb-as taken prisoner at Queenstawn. 
He was taken sick, and was then paroled, and returned home, 
but never fully movered from the hardships incident to his 
soldier life. 

In 1814he married Sarah Swartwout, of Deer Park, Orange 
County, Xew York, and settled down upon his fathds farm, 
which he afterwards inherited, and remained there until his 
removal to Ohio i n  1838. 

Be was one of the foremost men in his county, and a 
leader in all public affairs. He was elected to the HOW of 
Representatives in the Legislature of the State of New York, 
in 1898, and served two terms with credit to himself and his 
constituents. 

Socially, he was a justicu of the peace for many years, an 
officerinthe church, and especially active inmilitary mattem. 



In 1824he was the senior Major-Generalin the militia of the 
Shte, and commanded the miliiarg escort which acconipanied 
General Lafayettein his progress through the State. 

He was an intimate friend of Martin TTan Buren, Gov-
ernors Clinton and Troop, and they often visited him at his 
home in Owasco. In fact, all of the leaders of the Democratic 
party knew him well, and vaIued his counsels highly. 

At the death of Governor De Witt Clinton he was one of 
the @-bearers. 

ln 1837,7,house havingbeen destroyed by fire, he sold his 
farm, and in the following year removed to Huron County, 
0hio, and settledupon a farm in Kew Ha\*enTownship, adjoin 
ing the village of Plymouth, where he wsided untiI his death. 

In 1843, although living in a strong VCThigdistrict, he was 
elected to Congress as a Democrat, by an overwhelming 
majority. He, however, did not live to take his seat, but was 
taken sick just as he was preparing t o  go to Washington, and 
died April 30,1544,respected and lamented by all. 

C H I L D R E N .  

7-79.-Peter S.:bornMarch 25, 1817. 
7-40.-Maria :born March 25, 1818. 
7-81.-Jane : born February 26, 1S19. 
7-82.--Cornelia :born October 17,1880;died June 23,1880. 
7-83.-David E.: born December 5,1828. 
7-S4.-Abmharn C. : born July 11, 1825 ;died August 5, 

1870. 
1-85.-FhW :born April 18, 1827 ; died Augusi 11, 1846. 
7-86.-Martha :born April 93, 1829 ; died July 8, 1843. 
?-87.-Sarah : born October 3, 1835. 
7-88. -1sabella :born April 5,  1837 ; died February 8, 1860. 
749.-4imion S. :born April 15, 1838;died October 6,1863. 
VI-XXXTTII.--George B.Brinkerhoff, born December 27, 

1779, in Adams County, Pa., removd with his £ather, Jacob, 
to Cayuga County, 8.Y., in 1193. He was for many years a 
ust tick of the Peace, and &o a leading member and elder in 

the church. He married Jane Cartright, and had six children, 
viz., Ann, born December 23, 1801;Levi, born September 17, 
1803;Hannah, born March 16, 1809; David, born September 
13, 1812; Maria, born September 23, 1815; and Moses, born 
July 14, 1824. Of them, Ann, Maria, and Moses are sW1 liv-
ing. Ann resides at Fair Haven, Cayuga County, N. Y., 
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eighty-six yeam old, and has children, grandchildren, and 
great pndchildren. 

Levi married ,4rdilla Skeel, and lea children, one of whom, 
Henry Sandford, is in the Adjutant General's office at Wash-
ing-ton, D. C.,a position he has held for twenty years, and 
has three sons. 

Moses resides at  Fargo, Dak., and is one of the oldest and 
most famous railroad conductors in the United States, having 
occupied that position for thwty-two years, first on the Hud-
son River Railroad, then upon the Panama Railroad, when 
first opened in 1866, a-ndsubseq~rentIyupon various Western 
roads, upon aU of which he secured special recognition for 
distinguished service. 

He married Josephine A. Babbeson November 21, 1859, 
and has two children, one of whom, George H. T.,is a civil 
engineer, and the other, Charles B., a railroad conductor. 

TI-XXXVIII. -Margaret Brinkerhoff married George 
Post; their children mTereWilliam, Hannah, David, Tunis, and 
Jane. ' 

VZ-XL.-Henry I.BrinkerhoEwasborn inAdams County, 
Pa,.,Ja,nuary5, 1786, and remo~edwith bis father to C a m  
County, New York, in 1793. He married Rachel Bevier OG-
tober 12, 1809,and resided many years in New York State. 
About fifty years ago he removed to a farm in PIyrnouth 
Township, Ohio, where he died October 5, 1847. IXe had seven 
children, viz.: 

T-M.-Jacob : born August 13, 1810; died July 80, 1880. 
7-65.4iarah :born October 13, 1813. 
7-66. --Josiah :born December 6, 1815. 
7-67.-Hannah :burn June 1, 1818;died February 26,1875. 
%68.--Ma,rgamt : born December 15, 1880;died September 

15, 1855. 

q-49.--James : born May 23, 1823. 
7-70.-Lewis : born June 13, 1826; died July 13, 1838. 

VI-=I.-Martha Brinkerhoffmarried Peter Mover. Their 
children were Maria, Abmm, Hannah, and David. 

VI-XLII. -Isabel Brinkerhoffmarried John Decker. Their 
children were Isaac and Brinkerhoff. 

VI-XLJII.-James Brinkerhoff m e d  Rachel Bevier. 



Their children were Horat-io, Martha, Helen, A b m ,  Jacob 
O., and Annatie. Horatio is a successful farmer at  Eureka, 
Kansas. Abram for many years has been a. railroad man, and 
is Superintendentof the city freight department of the Chicago 
& N. W. It.R., and resides at Chicago, Ill. 

Jacob 0.for twenty years past has been connected with 
the Union Pacific R. B., and is General Superintendentof the 
Kansas Division, with owr one thouand miles of the mad 
under his control. He resides at Kansas City, No. 

VP-XP,Iv. -Jacob Brinkerhoff r n a ~ ~ i e dHarriet Johnson. 
They had one child, CIarissa. 

VI-XLV. -Pete~ Bpinkerhoff married Anna TTaneihen, 
Their children were Mary Ann, Isabel, Hannah, Levi, George, 
Henry, and Clarissa. Of the sons, George is the ody one liv-
ing. He enlisted as a priva-tein a New York regiment in t,he 
War of the Rebellion, a,ndwas mustered out as a captain, and 
is now a prominent farmer at Red Creek, N. Y. 

TI-XLVlI.-John I. Brinkerhoff is the last of the p n d -
sons of Joris, the founder of the family inPenn~han i a ,and 
resides on the old homestead of his father, six miles soutl~of 
the City of Auburn, on the south side of Srinkerhoffs Point, 
upon the O~vascoLake, where he was born February 17, 2803. 
He is still hale and hearty, and retains all his faculties almost 
asfully as a man of sixby. Two yeam ago he attended the re-
union of the PennsylvaniaBrinkerhoff's, at the old homestead 
inAdams County, andwas chairman of the meeting; deceased, 
June'16, 1886. 

? h m  his early manhood to  the present, he has been a 
leading man in the religious and civiI affairs of his county. 
He has sewed many times as Supervisor of his town, and has 
served two terms in the Legislature of New York. 

No oue in his c o m m u n i ~is more greatly respected, and no 
onewould be more greatlymissed. 

March 6, 1830, he married Mary Ann Shepard, and has had 
seven children, five of whom are still living, viz.: 

7-91.-Maria :born February 20, f 831. 
7-9Z.-Tmma :born September 10,1838. 
?-93.-Jacob : born August 16, 1832. 
7-94. --John I.:born July 11,1838, 



7-95.-Josiah :born May 21, 1840. 
7-96.-Alfred : born July 28, 1848. 
7-97.-Warren : born April 1, 1853, 

TI-XLVIU.4eorge J. Brinkerhoff, the eldest sonof John, 
marriedIda Cassatt. Theyhad fivesons, vie.: David C., John, 
Henry J., Jacob, and Isaac ; of these, (I) David, who is a 
merchant at Gottysburg, marriedCatharineStigem,and bastwo 
children, a son and a. daughter: (2 )  John, the second son, mar-
ried Sarah Ann Walter, and has seven sons Eying, viz. : 
GeorgeM.,n~hograduated at theGettysburg College,and isnow 
a leading lawyer and manufacturer at Springfield, Ill.; David 
C., who resides at Sprh&eld, Ill,; James W., who isa hrrner 
at Ottawa, Kansas; Jacob F., who is an insumnce and real 
estate agent, at Springfield, Ql.; John Jones, who is chief clerk 
inoffice of Auditor of State and Commissioner of Insurance, at 
Springfield, Ill.; Henry M., who is a merchant in Wyoming 
Ter.; and Joseph G., who is a farmer at Stephen, Minn. 
The most of them are married and have sons and daughters; 
(3) Henry J., the third son, is a farmer and merchant, and 
resides at Gettysblwg, Pa., and has three children, MaryJane, 
Henry 5. Jr., and David C. ; (4) Jacob married Margaret 
McCIellon, and left one child, a son, b k C., who resides at 
Gettysburg;(5)  Isaac, who died in childhood. 

VI-XLIX. --Garret Brinkerhoff, second son of John, was a 
farmer, and resided upon a part of the old homestead of his 
grandfather, and was a good man and a good citizen in all 
the relations of We. At the breaking out of the War of !818 
he was a lieutenant ofmilitia, and at the dof bis countrg. 
volunteered and went to the defense of the city of Baltimore, 
and after the reheat of the British was honorably discharged. 

By the records of the county,it appears that he was elected 
by the voters of A d m s  County Director of the Poor far three 
terms of three yea,rseach. Re also served in various township 
offices. He was a man of excellent judgment, and his advice 
and counselwere often sought. 

Ke was twice married, first to Magdalena Berlow, and 
then ta Margaret Casaett. He had five chjldren, all daughter8 
except the youngest, John Garrett, who resides at Hunters-
town, Pa., and to whom we are indebted for nearly a l l  the 
information we have in regard to the geneaIogy of the Adams 



County Brinkerhoffs. He has the papers of his great g a d -
- father, Joris, and 3-ariousheirlooms, and is an encpclop~dia 

of information in regard to the early fathers. He has four 
children, and all reside with him at Hunterstown. Thewhole 
famiIy are members of the Presbyterian Church at Htlnters-
town, of which John G.has been a trustee and ruling elder 
for nearly thirty yeaps. He is also Superintendent of the 
Sabbath-school. He has also, by appointment by the Go-rernor 
and by election by the peopIe, been Deputy Surveyer and 
County Surveyer since 1848, and which office he stiIl retains. 
He has also been Justice of the Peace for se~eprilpears, m d  
bas held various other local offices. He says he has never 
been sued at law, and has never sued anybody for a debt due 
himself. 

T'I-L. -Henry Brinkerhoff, third son of John, married 
Phebe Monfoh, and had three children : Sarah, John %I.,and 
Hannah. Sarah married Jefferson Baldwin; John &I.married 
Margaret Chriswell, m d  has three children. 

VI-LU.-T-aac Brhkerhoff Lived and died on the old home-
stead. He lnarr ied Rachel McCreary, and had f i ~ echildren, 
all daughters; one of them (Mrs. John mT. Staley) lives xith 
her husband and family upon the old homestead, which they 
own. Three others of the daughters are married, and h a w  
lasge f d i e s .  

VI-LXIT.--James Brinkerhoff, youngest son of John, mar-
ried Susan Range and had five children, vix. :Nary M., Isaac 
F., Margaret R., 3eHiel J., and Lucy Ann; of these, Isrtac 9. 
married Margaret R. Xaritz, and has had nine children, of 
whom five are living, and the oldest, J. Frank, has been an 
active business man at Gettysburg, and is now occupyng a 
responsible position in the United StatesMint at  Philadelphia. 
To him we are very largely indebted for the success of the 
Brinkerhoff reunion on the old homeskad of Joris. He mar-
rid A. Laura Miller, and has two sons and a daughter. 

The other son of James; Jehiel J., mamied Sophia Saltz-
gaber, and left two children, ClaraF. and Henry J., the latter 
of whom is a merchant in Cumberland, Pa. 

VI-LIT.--Lucretia Brinkerhoff r n l i e d  David Schriver, 
and resides in Huntemtown, Pa., and is the only grand-
daughtes of Joris now living. 



TI-LIT.-Jane BrinkelmhoEmarried Archibald Love, and 
one of her sons, the Rev. John W. Love, aprominent minister 
of the Reformed Church, who for fifteen years past has been 
pastor of a church of that denomination, resides at Greens-
burg, Pa. He is a graduateof Franklin and Marshall College, 
Laneaster, Pa., and of the theological seminary of the Eeformed 
Church. &fore going to Greensburg he was pastor for eight 
years of the &formed Church in Alexandria, Pa. He has 
done his full share of genera-l ~hupcl~wo~k,being for 
nine years past a member of the Board of Publication 
of the Reformed Church; also President of Trustees of 
Literary ~nstitutions of the Pithburg Synod; a member 
of t,I~eBoard of Beneficiary Education; a member of the 
Board of Honie Missions of the Ge11era.l Synod; Treasurer 
of westmoreland Classis; and a u n u d y  serving on 
llunlerous committees of the Classis and Synod to which 11e 
belongs. He has also repeatedly been President of his Classis 
and Synod. He riarried Sophora CatharineHoward, and they 
have four children Iiving, all daughters. 

Tq-LVI. -George H. Brinkerhoff,oldest son of Rev. George, 
was boril at Conewago, Fa., and, at the age of two years, 
removed with his father to XTest New Harnpstead, Orange 
County, 3.Y., in 1798, and remained there until 1808, when 
he came with his father to Sernpronius (now Niles), Cayuga 
County, N. Y. 

He married Susan %lover, May 9,1817, and settl2 upon a 
farm in the town of Niles, where he resided untilhis death, and 
where his widow still resides. 

He was Justice of the Peace for forty years, and was an 
a t i v e  member and officer of the Dutch Refumed Church at 
Owasco. 

1111832 he was elected to the GeneralAssembly of the Stab 
of Pu'ew Pork, and was re-electedand served tow. years. 

He had eight children,viz.: Susan S., Peter S. (whoresides 
at Elk Rapids, Mich.), Sarah S.; John M. (who resides at 
Morada, N.Y.), Abram (deceased),George G. (a farmer, and 
resides in Niles), and Mary. 

VI-LIX. -Martha Erinkerhoff married Abram Selover. 
Her husband was a farmer, and they lived in Niles until they 
died. They had six children, all dead but one. 



VII-LXIV.-Jacob Brinkerhoff, eldest son of Henry I., 
was born in the town of Niles, Cayuga County, New York, 
August 31, 1810. His mother, nee Rachel Bevier, was of 
Huguenot descent, and came from Ulster County, New York. 
After a thorough English education, obtained at the p~~bl ic  
schools, and at the academy at Yrattsburg, Steuben County, 
New York, he entered the law office of HoweIl& Brother, in 
Bath, Steuben County, in 1834. Here he regularly prosecuted 
his studies two yaws, and in the spring of 1836 removed to  
Mansfield, Ohio, where, in May, 1831, he was admitted to the 
bar of the Supreme Court of the State, and immediately 
enkred upon the practice of his profession. He soon acquired 
reputation as a lawyer of more than average ability, and in 
the cpurse of a year or two n7aseIected Prosecutulg Attorney 
for  Richland County, the duties of which he perfo r m d  sue-
cessfully for four years. At the expiration of his office, in 
the fall of 1843, he was elected to Congress on theDemocratic 
ticket. While serving as a member of this body he became 
a&ted with the Free Soil Party, and drew up the famous 

resolution introduced by David Wilmot, d Pemjsylvania, and 

since known as the W h a t  Proviso, the originaI draft of 

which is now on file in the library of Congress in his hand-

writing. Several copies of this resoIution were made and 

distributed among the B e e  Soil members of Congress, with 

the understanding that whoever among them &odd catch the 

Speaker's eye and get the floor, should introduce it ;Wilmot 

was the fortunate man, and thereby his name was attached to 

the resolution, and it has gone int~history as the "wilmot 

Proviso," instead of the Brinkerhoff Proviso, as it should have 

been. At the close of his Congressional career he resumed the 

practice of the law at Manafield, in which he successfully 

laboreduntil hewaselevated to the SupremeBench of Ohio, his 

fmt term commencing January 9, 1856. In this highly 

honorable position he was retained for three successive terms, 

covering a period of fifteenyears, and it is but justice to men-

tion that a fourth tern was offered him, but he declined a re-

nomination. The Ohio State Reports contain many of his 

opinions, delivered during his service upon the SupremeBuch, 

and they are everywhere very highly regarded by the profes-

sion. He ranks as one of the great lawyers of the State, and 

asapublic oratorhe had but few equals, He was a just judge, 




a good citizen, and m upright Christian gentleman. For 
many years he was a member of the Congregational Church 
of Mansfield, and died in its communion. 

He was twice married, b t  to  Caroline Campbell, of Lodi, 
Seneca County, Xew York, November 1839, and next to 
Marion Titus of Detroit, Mich., January 6,1842. He had nine 
children, ordy three of whom are now living : George, who is 
a lawyer at Mausfield, Ohio; &ern, who is a merchant at 
Utica, Ohio; and Malvina. Both sons are married and have 
families. 

He died July 19, 1880,and his wife, May 7, 1886. 
TTLLXlrI.-Josiah Brinkerhoff married Jane 13rinkerhoff, 

daughter of Henry R.Rrinkerhoff, md resides at Plymouth, 
Ohio, where he is the Presideut of the %t National Bank, 
and is a man of high character and.ample means. He has no 
children. 

T.fll-LXIX. -James B~inkerhoffis a lawyer, and resides at 
Aubur~~ ,  He has one child, a daughter.Ind. 

IT-LXXI. -David Erinkerhoff, the eldest son of George 
B.,inherited the homestead upon which his son-in-law,Josiah 
Brinkerhoff, now resides, and he himself live~lupon a new pur-
chase adjoining the old place on the east. He has for many 
years been a leading man in civil and religious mattem in his 
town, and has held many local offices. He has been twice 
married, and has nine children, four sons aiid five daughters, 
and all Living. 

VII-LXXII.-Elizabeth 31-inkerhoff married Dirck Hoorn-
beek, and resides with her husband at Plymouth, Ohio. No 
issue. 

TrII-LXXIT.-Hannah Brinkerhoff married William W. 
Drennan: and resides with her family at Plymouth, Ohio. 
They have three cPLildren living, one son and two daughters. 

FU-LXXVII."-mueI Bevier Brinkerhoff studied medi-
cine with his cousin, Dr. Isaac Farsell, aud graduated at'the 
Medical College at Buffalo, N. Y. He practiced for a time a t  
Jefferson, Ohio, and then at Mansfield. In 1852 he removed 
to California, and settled at Santa Barbara, where he resided 
until his death. 

He was a man who stood very high in his profewion, and 



mas a frequent contributor to medical journals, and was a 
leading thinker as well as practitioner. 

January 10, 1877, he was united in marriage to  Lucy A. 
Noyes, of Georgetown, Mass., and died March 26, 1880. His 
widow sti l l  resides at SantaBarbara. 

The following extract from an obitual~notice from the 
Sunta Barbara Daily Press of March 30, 1830, indicates his 
standing among his fellow-citizens : 

"Dr. Brinkerhoff was a native of New York, and was in 
the fifty-sixth year of his age. He had been a resident of 
Santw Barbara forover twenty-eightyears, and was one of the 
earliest of those who carried here the American itlea of civili-
zation and prosperity. He was a man of great public spirit 
anil energy, just the character needed in s young community. 
He was identified with almost overy enterprise for the benefit 
and improvement of the county and city. Hardly a public 
work orinstitutioncan he pointed out of which hewas not one of 
the promoters. Our community can little nfTord to part m-ith 
such an one. In his private life he was one of God's omrn 
men. Those who have known him for a quarter of a cei~tury 
say that he never knowingly injured one of Gt~cl'screatures; 
on the contrary, his life has been aministry of good. We es-
gect in a physician Christian haits of chamter, but Dr. Brink-
erhoff was more than a physician, he 11-asthe good Samaritan, 
the nurse, the consoler of the needy. He was found at the 
bedside of t h e  poor at a l l  hours and all seasons, and in the 
performance of what he considered his duty, rerrillneration for 
services was never a feature; many poor meatums, whom the 
wodd of Santa Barbara never sees, tviIl bitterIy mourn his 
loss. 

"Dr.Brinkerhoff came to Santa Barbara in 1S52, and -rimas 
one of the first physicialls in this country. He saw the 
country Americanized, and asa man of large public spirit,and 
ambitious for the growth and prosperity of this home of liis 
choice, he identified himwlf with every project for iinp~ove-
maut tha* tended to promote the growth and advancement 
of this section. It was his ambition to see Santa Barbara 
linked by railwayswith $an Francisco and the great overhad 
mads of the continent, His heart mas wholly in this nrork, 
and with his ind~mita~blewill he was deternlinedto work until 
this end was accomplished. Had he lived, he had arranged to 



leave for San Francisco on Monday next, and he had peat. 
hopes of arranging something definite in the direction of a 
railroad. 

"TheIast riks were held Sunday over the remains of Dr. 
Briukerhoff. The beautiful burial service of the Episcopal 
Church was read m~ithpeat impressiveness by the Rev. Dr. 
Trew, after which the choir sang 'Nearer my God to Thee." 
The large audience then filed out, and the remains were 
fallowed to the cemetery by the largest funaral procession 
Santa Barbara has ever seen. The line of carriages was fully 
half a mile long, and the procession contained nea.rly the 
who10 population of the city." 

WI-LXXTTUI. -RoeliE Brinkerhaff was born in Owasco, 
Cayuga Comty, N. Y., June 28, 1828. His ancestors on his 
mother's side (the Bouviers), and on his grandmother's (the 
Demarests), were F'rench Huguenots fleeing from religious, 
persecution, who found sdety and a home among the tolerant 
Dutchmen of the New h-etherlands. In the history of Ohio 
in the War," by WhiteIatv Reid, it is dated that ' 'RoeM, the 
subject of this sketch, at the age of sixteen mas  a school 
teacher in his native town; at eighteen he was in charge clf a 
school near Hendersonville, Tenn.; at nineteen, he was tutor 
in the family of Andrew Jackson, Jr., at the Hermitage, and 
rema.inedthere until 1850,when he came north and entered aa 
a law student in the ofice of his kinsman, the Ron. Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, at Mansiield, Ohio; in 1852 he was admitted to 
the bar, and entered upon the practice, and remained in the 
profession until the Rebellion. &om June, 1855 to  1859, he was 
also one of the editorsand proprietors of the Mawfield Herald? 
and was recognized as one of the foremost political writers in 
the State. In September, 1861,he entered themilitary service 
as First Lieutenant and Quartermaster of the Sixty-fourth 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. InXovember of the same year he 
was promoted by the President to the position of Captain and 
Assistant Quartermaster, and during the winter was QP duty 
at Bardstown, Ky. After the capture of Nashville he waa 
placed in charge of transportation, land and river, in that 
city. ,&er the battle of Pittsburg Lamding?he was ordered 
to the front, and p h e d  in charge of the field tmnsporLation 
of the Army of Ohio. After the capture of Corinth, he went, 
home on sick furlough, and-nras thence ordered to Maine as 



Chief Quartermaster in that State; subsequently he was trans-
ferred to Pithburg, Pa., in charge of transportakion and army 
stores, and thence to Washington to relieve General Morris S. 
Miller as Post Quartermaster, andremained on that duty until 
June, 1865,when he was made a CoIonel and Inspector of the 
Quartermaster2 Deprtrnent; he was then retained an duty 
at the war office with Secretary Stanton, unttil November, 
when he was ordered to Cincinnati as Chief Quartermaster of 
that department; in September he was breveted aBrigadier-
General of Volunteers. He was also t e n d e d  a conllnission 
in the regular army, but declined. On the first of October, at 
his ownrequest, he was mustered out of service, having conl-
pleted five yeaw of continuous service in the arniy. Gen. 
Brinkerhoff is the author of the book entitled "The Tolunteer 
Q~lartermaster,"which is s t i l l  the standard guide for the 
officers and employees of the Qua~.tenuastem'Department." 

After his retirement from the m 1 y  he returned to  the 
practice of his profession in Mansfield. In 1873, upon the or-
ganization of the Mansfield Savings Bank,he became itsexec-
utive officer, which position he still retains. He has also 
been a member of the Board of State Charities for nine years 
past, and is an active member of the National Conference of 
Charities and Corrections, and Vice-President of the NationaI 
Prison Association. He is also a frequent contributor to vari-
ous j o m l a  and periodicals upon charitable and correctional 
subjeet s. 

Febmry 3,1662, he married Nary Lake BentIej-, daughter 
of Baldwin Bentley, and granddaughter of General Robert 
Bentley, by whom he has a family of four children, e z . :  
Robert B., who is Deputy Commissioner of Insurance for the 
State, and resides at the Capitol ; Mary! who married Colonel 
William McCrory, and resides at Minneapolis, Minn. ; Addie 
Horton, and RoeM, who reside with their parents. 

VII-LXXTX.-Peter S. Brinkerhoff, the oldest son of 
Henry, resides at Compton, California, about ten miles north 
of Los Angela. He is a prosperous farmer, and has resided 
in California many years. He has been twice rnrzlTied, and 
has hcbd thirteen children, amajority of whom are Living, and 
the most of them are marrid, and all are living in %uthe& 
California. 



V11-LXXX. --Maria Brinkerhoff mamied David H. Harden-
bergh, msides in Wisconsin, and has severaI children. 

TII-LX,XXL -Jane Brinkerhoff married Josiah Brinker-
hoR, herbsecond cousilz, and resides at Plynlouth, Ohio. No 
issue. 

lrIILXXXII.-Cornelia Brinkerhoff married CalebBevier, 
and resided in Plytnouth, Ohio, mltil her death. She left a 
famiIy of sons and daughters. 

VII-LXXXII1.-David H. Brinkerhoff, was born in the 
township of Omasco, Cayuga County, N. Y. During hisearly 
years, when old ellougll, he worked 011 his father's farm in 
summer and attended school in winter. In IS38 he removed 
with the family t o  Ohio. In  1839 he returned to New York, 
and attended school st Aurora and at Aubulll. In 1843 he 
commenced the study of medicine, and subseyuently attended 
a~ idgraduated at the WilloughbyUlliversity, of Lake County, 
Ohio, and also at the Cinciunati College of Medicine and 
Surgery. He then conmienced the practice of medicine, and 
continued iu it ulltiI 1868, when he was appointed F k t  Assist-
ant Surgeon of the 103 Ohio Volunte~rLufmtry. During the 
fimt year of service he was with his regiment. During the 
secoild year he was chief medical aficer of the SecoildBrigade, 
Third Divison, Twenty-third Army Corps. In 1864 he was 
appointed acilior Surgeon, with rank of Major. Mter the 
capture of Atlanta he was appointed and served on the staff 
of Major-General Scofield, wiCh the rank of Assistant Medical 
Director of the Twenty-thirdArmy Corps. 

He was mustered out of service at Meigh, N. C., in June, 
1865, with the highest testimonials of efficiency from the 
medical departnzent of the army and from General Scofield. 

After the war he eutered the practice of medicine at 
h r n o ~ ~ t ,Ohio, w-here he has remained in a large and success-
'ful practice. 

Dr. Brinkerhofi is an active member of various medical 
associations, and in 1888 was elected President of the N. W. 
Ohio M e d i d  Association. He is dso  a wodhy and active 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and a liberal con-
tributor to all church eilterprises. 

In 1846 he married Mary E. Bmt~n,of Willoughby, Ohio. 



They have sir children, two sons and four daughters, and 
several grandchildren. 

VII-LXXXIV.-Abraham C. Brinkerhoff married Eliza 
Swahwout, of Marshall, Michigan. He died August 5, 1870, 
leaving three children, two sons and a daughter. 

VU-LXXXVII.--Sarah Briukerhoff married Dr. GeorgeE. 
Smith, aud they reside at Frenlont., Ohio. Dr. Smith R-asa 
surgeon in the army, and is a leading physicim in the city 
where he ~.esides. They have four children. 

VII-LXXXIX.--aimion S. Brinkerhoff served through the 
war as a volunteer in an Ohio regiment, and there studied 
law, and resided at Fort Scott, Kansas, and mas a prominoat 
lawyer, and prosecuting attorney of his county at the time of 
his death. 

He married h~andanaGordon, and left five children, two 
sons and three daughters. 

VII-XCI.-Maria Brinkerhoff, eldest child of John I., 
married William Concklin, and died May 20, IB'iG, leaving 
seven children, via.: Clarence, Laura, Mary Ann, Ida, Ralph, 
William, and Edwin. 

VII-XCII.-Truman Brinkerlloff, eldest son of John I.,is 
a prominent physician in the city of Auburn, where he has 
resided since ho entered the practice of medicine. He has 
three children, viz.: George H., Minnie, and Julia. 

VIT-XCIIT.-Jacob, born August 16, 1834, who has been m 
proli-fic and successful inventor, and resides upon the home-
stead farm, although his business office is in the city of 
Auburn. He has five children, Fie. :FYemant, Cora, Hattie, 
JohnI.,Allice. 

VII-XCIV.--John I., horn July 16, 1838, who is a physi-
cian, but on account of ill health has not been in practice for 
a number of yeam. He resides upon a farm adjoining his 
father. Re has three children, viz. : John I. Jr., Allice, and 
Archibald. 

m-X0V.-Josiah Brinkerhoff, born May 21, LqW, mar-
ried liillius Blinkerhoff, daughter of David Brinkerhoff, and 
resides upon the old hornsstead of his father-in law. They 
have three children, viz. : Alfred, Alanson, and Walter. 



TrLI-XCT3.-Alfred, born Jdy 28, 1848, died February 15, 
1S66, a+ the age of thirteen years. 

IT-XCVD.-Warren Brinkerhoff, born April 1, 1853, is a 
prosperous hardware merchant in the city of Auburn. He 
is married, but has no children. 



GENEALOGY 	OF THE FLUSHnTG BRANCH OF TEE 
BRINCEERHOFF FAMILY. 

BY T. V&- WYc3 BBIhTEREmFF. 

THIS record is designed to coyer only the earliest;history 
of the family, extending through a period of four or 
fivegenerations, or onehundred and fifty years. This is 

the most difficult part, and every effort has been used to make 
it correct. Any one who can trace bis descent for one hun-
dred years can h a ~ eno difficulty in uniting his branch to t.his 
genealogy. 

The &man fgures indicate the generation t,owhich the 
individual belonged ; the ordinary numbers, his parentage 
and line of descent. 

I-I.-Joris Dircksen Brinekerhoff, the common ancestor of 
all who bear the BrinckerhoR name in ,4rnerica, came from 
the Province of Drenthe to New Amsterdam (now New York) 
in 1638. POPfurther particulars, see b i o p p c a l  sketch, 
previous pages. 

He married Susannah DubbeIs, and had four children, all 
of whom were born in Holland. 

2-2. Dirck: kiIIed by the Indians on StmatenIsIand in 1643. 
5-3. Rendrick: born 1630; d i d  about 1710. 
- 4  Abraham: born 1632; died about 1714. 
2-5. Aeltie: who m i e d ,  h t ,  Mattys; second, Wm. Tan 

Cotvenhoven. She signed her name Aelt-ie JoPisen Brincker-
hoff. 

J II-IV.-Abraham Jorisen Brinckerhoff married deltie, 
daughter of Jan Stryker, of Flathush. For further padcu-
lass, see historical address, subsequent pages. He had nine 
children. 
+ 3-6. Joris: born March 1, 1664. 


8-1. John: who settled in Blushing, and died in 110.7. 

3-8. Dbck: born March 16, 16'1'1. 

3-9. Qarret: born 1681, and settled on a f m i  in Flushing 




-- 

in 1711. His descendants not clearly traced, but believed to 
hme settled at Oyster Bay. 

3-10. Ida: who I tlarried John Monfnrt. 
- 1  Husannal~:manied Martin R. Schenck. 
3-12. 8arah : malied sllccessively Jacob Raplje a i d  

Nicl~olasBerPien. 
3-1 3. Ma~galvt: married Theodorus Val1 Wyck. 
3-14. Lmletia -. . married Johailnes Cori~ell. 

111-1'1. ---Joris Blinckerlloff, eldest go11 of A bra1tam Joyis 
Brillckerhoff, mr:~shorn hlarcll 1, 1664, and was a rnelltber of 
tlic! Flatlai~dsC1mt.cB. He succded  to the paternal farm on 
Huslling Bay, and acquilaed several othar farms, which, by 
deed^ dated March 3, 1756, ho distributed ainong his solls, 
Many of 1ir; dewendnuts in after yeus we11t to Fishkill. He 
r~l:ir.ried Annetie, daughter of Teunis Qys1)el.tBogaerh. Her 
r n o t , l ~ e ~ ' ~  wag k ~ ~ g h  She was b o ~ n111:tMenIlalrLe. Rape1je.

,,P.a,,*i, 
Jurl&9,-I(i25, and --as the f3~d~whit.echild born in the Stateof 
Eerv Yol.1~. In honor of this event the T)~ztchauthorities prel 
seiltetl to her a tract of land at the Wallabout. I have in my 
possessiu~~ hi^ sons, ~igizoda deed wllich he gave to one of 
Joris Brinckerhof. He died at ETushillg Bay, March 87, 1789. 

His wife, Allnetie, died June 11, 1750, nearly eighty-five 
years old. Re hadl ken chiIdren. 

1 5 .  Sarah : born Decelnher 18, 1691 ; nlml-ied R_em 
Adriaense, from whom the Dutciless County AdPiances are 
desce~lded. 

4-li;. Susanna11: born March 4, 1693. 

4-1 I .  Abraham: born nccerrlher 10, 1894. 

4-18. Touilis: born March 29, 1697. 

4-19. Isaac: born April gl;, 1699. 

1-20. Aoltie : born A p d  13, 1704 ; rualried Cornelius 


Rape1je. 

4-51. Jolis: baptized May 29, 1505. 

4-22. Neeltie: born July 22, 1706. 

4-23. Henclrick: horn Jauualy 2, 1709. 

24. Antie: born Octohor 4, 1714; married Ahraham 

RapeIje. 

111-VI1.-John Brinckerhaff, son of Abraham Joris, mar-
r id  Catrina -, and settled at Flushing; died 1707. He 
had one child. 

http:C1mt.cB


6 9 5 .  John: born March 15, 1703 ; resided near Newtown 
Village, and died August 31, 1758. He married, first, Mamitie 
Ryder, and had four children. 

&%'6. John: born July 15, 1728. 
'm. Stephen: born March 6, 1781. 

4 4 k  Cath,mine : born Pebrrlary 6, 1734 ;married -3m-
ham Lent. 

Elizabeth: born July 23, 1741; married John A. 
Brinckerhoff; 

By his second wife, Anna, daughter of Abraham Lent: 
&aB: Mary : born November 15, 1742; married Baldrvin 

-. 
This entire family are supposed to have r e m o ~ dto  New 

Hackensack, Dutclless County. 

m-VIII.-Derick Brinckerhoff was born at Fl~whing, 
March 16, IBB?', and was the son of Abraham Joris. When 
gmwn to  manhood he masrid beltie, da,ughter of John 
Cowenhoven, in 1700. He was an extensive farmer, of 
liberal means, and lived in the town of Flushing. For many 
years he was a civil magistrate, and an influential member of 
the Nedown Church. He had a large family of children,and 
at any early day purchased from Madam Brett two thousancl 
acres of land lying in the very heart of the F'ishkill Valley. 
This purchase was made July 9, 1,118,consisting of two 
parcels, one of sixteen hundred acres and the other of four 
hundred acres. 

Four of his sons, when grown to manhood, Ieft thejr FTush-
ing home and went to Fisldd. Three of them have left no 
male descendants now living there. His eldest son, Abm-
ham's family, still remains to  represent his name. 

Six  hundred acres of this first purchase, lying adjoining 
Brinckerhoff Station, still remains in possession d his descend-
ants. His wife, Aeltie, mas born in 1679, and died March 9, 
1740,after which he again mamied. His children were all of 
them born from his first marriage. He [Lied April 26, 174s. 
His childrenwere: 

4-31. Abraham: born about 1701. 
4-32. John: born about 1703. 
4-33. J o ~ s :born 1705. 
4-34. Isaac: born January 12, 1714. 



-- 
4-35. Jacob: born January 12, 171%3 
4 3 6 .  Diana: born-. ,ma.rriedIsaac Brinckerhoff. 

Aeltie: born ,married William Hooghnd.4-37. 
4438.
 -* bornSnsannah: .married Cornelius Luyster. 

I\T-XVII.-Abraham Brinckerhaff, oldest son d Joris (6), 
born Deceniber 10, 1694, a ~ l ddied Mhy 6, 1'767, aged seventy-
two ; his childrenwcre : 

Abraham: married Elizabeth daughter of Abraham Brinck-
erhoff, but died without issue in ITSO, aged fifty-three. 

Ann: married Theodorus Poll~cmus. 
Sarah: maiTied Johannes Brinckerhoff. 
Elizabeth: ~narried John Ibpelje. 
Mary: married 'FVilliam Rloodgoad. 

IT-XITIII. -Teunis Brinckerhoff, second son of Jolis (6), 
was an elder ia the Nem-town Church, and for maily years a 
Civil Magistrate; married Elizabeth Bider, Kavember 84, l'i.21, 
and occupied the K~leelandfarm at Dutch Kills. The house 
in m-hich he Lived still stands, but in a dilapidated condition. 
Xear the old barn, years ago, xas foundan earthen jar which 
contained gold alld silver coin supposed to have been secreted 
there. His wife was born1 about 1700,and died October 24, 
1745, iu the forty-sixth year of her age. He died Jan- 16, 
1784, iiz his eighty-seventhyear. His children were : 

Elizabeth: born May 10, 1724; married John Fish. 
George: born October 17, 1726, and married December 18, 

1746, Catharine, daughter of Elbert Herring, who owned a 
farm in the central part of New York City, from Broadway to 
the Bast River. 

He had three sons and one daughter, and in the Iater years 
of his life mo%-dto Fishkill with his two sons, Teullis and 
George, about 1783. He owned several farms, and wrote in 
shorthand, using signs and m s .  He died December 5, 
1'197; his wife July 11, 1807, aged seventy-nine. His 
children were : 

Elizabeth:born Ochber 6,  1747'; married Simon Eloorn. 
Elbert:born Ssnuary 4,1751; married Antie Storm. 
Tunis: born December 27, 1757;married Sane Bragam. 
George: born January 18,1765;married Elizabeth Wiltsic. 
His descendah still reside in Dutchess county-

Brooklyn. 



ITT-XM. -Isaac Brinckerhoff, +thirdson of Joris ( G ) ,  m a ~ ~ i e d  
his cousiu Diana, daughter of Dirck Brinckerhoff. He 
occupied n farm conveyed to him by his father M a c h  2, 116, 
now or formerly owned by William Bragaw, near the Nar~~ov* 
Passage. He died June 4,1745, aged forty-sevenyears. His 
widow died September 13, 1549. The papers used in the 
inventory of his estate are now 51the old secretai~of Joyis 
Di~~cksoiz.His children were : 

Anna: Lorn May 6, 1133; married William Lawrence. 
Aeltie: boru June 18, 1735; marlied Cornelitls ITanWj+ck. 
Sarah: born May 11,1138; nmrried Thornas Ca,mlan. 
George: born October 18, 1739. He succeeded to the 

paternal estate, and wa.s thrice married. 

ITT-XXm.-Bendrick B~~inkerhoff,spelled his name Brink, 
was the fourth son of Jaxis (R), and brother of Teunis and 
Abraham and Isaac. 

He succeeded to the Blushing Bay farm, and married Ta-
metia, dal~ghterof Daniel Rapalje. He was a prominent and 
bjluential man. He was an elder in the HewtownCh~rrch,and 
for many yeais a magistrate. His childcell mere : 

George: born 1733. 
Daniel: born October 26, 1134. 
Abraham. 
Tunis. I 

Jacob: died unmarried. 
Johannes. 
Isaac. 
Aeltie: married Richard Coope~. 
Of these children : 
GEORGE,eldest son of Hendrick (23 ,  born in 1739, married 

in 1753,Ida Monfoot, m d  had issue : 
Hendrick, 
Lammetia: died unmarried. 
AMaham. 
DANIEL,second sonof Hendrick (231, born October 26,1731, 

Illasried Aprilm$1726, Ann Modoat, and died September 38, 
1781. His widow October 8, 1793. 

Their children were : 
Hendrick: born June 19,1757. 



SO 

born March 2?, 11'760;d e d  Gertrude Onder-
do&. 

Jacobus: born June 5, 1762; died in infancy. 
Sarah: born March 17, 1764;married William Lakon. 
Jacob: born Sugust 87,1166. 
Lammet.ia: born December 5, 1768. 
Daniel: born August 96, 175'0. 
Peter: born January 21, 1774. 
Aletka: born Octobw 8, 1779;married Jacob Rapelje. 
ABRAH-4~, son of Hendrick (23), married Sarahthird 

Oililerdonk, and had children : 
John. 

Isaac. 

Lamrnetia. 

Cornelius: had no children. 

Ann: married John Ludlum. 

TUNS Briiikerhoff, fourth son of Henhick (23), married 

Catharine, daughter of John Rapelje. His children were : 
Hendrick 
John. 
Elizabeth: buried at fishldll Ridge. 
Anu. 
Aletta: buried at RkhkiU Village. 
Jacob. 
James. 

JOKA~THS
Brinckerhoff, Bth son of Hendrick (231, married 

,,..-"'&ah, daughter of Abraham Brinckerhoff, and settled in New 
Hackensack, Dutchess Colmty,and died November23,1764, in 
1fis twenty-eighth year. He left a son whose name was Hen-
drick, who married FJizabeth, daughter of Itern Hageman, .-+ 

" --
and had issue : 

Elbert A. 
Sarah: marrid Abraham Sneideker. 
Ida: married Isaac T.Reeves. 
Eka:  married David Hendrickson, and 
illetta: who married Jason Bute. 
Elbert A. Brinckerhoff, of New York City, is is descendant 

of Johannes. 
I s u c  Brinckerhoff, sixth son of Hendrick (23), bbrn 1743, 

and married Ametie Bennet. He was an elder in the Dutch 
Church at Jamaica, and died December 6, 1815, aged seventy-



two. ELs wife died December 11, 1880, aged seventy-five. 
His children were : 

ilnnetia: born February 7, 1779; married Jacob Brinck-
erhoff. 

-4letta: born January 12, 1776;and died unmarried. 
Hendrick: born September 1.5, 1180; who died September 

22, 1828. 

fV--XXXI.-Abraham Brinckerhoff, eldest son of Derick 
(a), and grandson of Abraham Joxis, was born shortly after 
1700. The family bible, containing all of the records, has 
been unfortunately burned, and the dates can only be 
reached imperfectly in other ways. 

He was the first man of the name who came to Fishkill to 
occupy the land; which had been purchased by his father. 
They extended from a point near fishkill ViUage, and were 
bounded by the creek on the south until a mile or more be-
yond Swartwoutville. He built his house on the risingground 
.atBrkckerhoffville, near a spring which flowed down through 
asmall mattedravine, and emptied into the Fishkill. It was a 
beautiful location then, in the mass of tangled wilderness, and 
is beautiful to-day surrounded with fields and meadows and 
the culture which one hundred and m y  years have thrown 
around it. Re married &rnetia R-, daughter of Jorise 
& m n  Vanderbeck. The Vanderbeck was afterwads dis-
used. The country then was entirely new. Ris nearest 
neighbors were Peter Duboycs, living upon the Sprout Creek, 
a mile and more north of S~prarhwou~e.Johannes Terboss, 
living at Fishkill Village, and Robert Hussey in the low stone 
house east of Glenham. He had seven children, and died in 
the prime of his Life and previous to the deat,h of his father. 
Provision was made in his father's will for bis son Abraham's 
children, and his will was dated sixteenth of March, 17'43. 

His children mere : 

Delirk, John A,, Abrahm, who died leaving no issqe. 

Elizabeth, married Abraham Brinckerhoff. 

Aeltie :married Abm. Adrianne. 

Diana : married Rudplphus Swartmout, and 

Antie :who mxried Abm. Lent. 

Derick, his eldest son, afterwards Colonel and prominent 


in civil life, ( ae  biographical sketch abovereferred to) married 
August 27, 1747, Geertie Wyckoff, of Elatlands. Colonel 



Derick had three children, Abraham, Jacob, and Phebe, who 
married CoZoilel StocIrhoIrn. 

Abraham, eldest son of ColonelDerick, rnasried Sarah Brett. 
Biis children were Gertrude, who married General John Van 
Wyck; Catherine, who married James BaiIey; and Derick, 
who married twice. 

Jacob, second son of Colonel Derick, born June, 1754, 
married October 23, 1774, Dientie Van Wyck. ' His children 
were: Aletta, Gertrude, Maria, Elizabeth, Derick, H a n d ,  
Phebe, and Diana. 

John A. Brinckerhoff, brother to CoIonel Derick and son 
of Abraham, married Elizabeth, daughter of John Brincker-
hoff, and died in the BvoIution. Elis children were: Phebe, 
married James Hudrey ; Abraham; Elizabeth, married Smith; 
George; Isaac,who died unmarried; and Derick. The latter 
left 	sons, John, Abraham, Isaac, George, and William. 

IV-XXXTl. -Colonel John Brinckerhoff, second son of 
Derick and brot,her of Abraham, was born on Long Island 
(for hrther particulars, see biogmphical sketch above referred 
to.) He married Jannetie, dai~ghterof Johannes Van Voor-
hes, and had five children. 

Aeltie, who married Dr. Theodorus Tau Wyck and had 
nine children, and was baptized July 2, 1'139. 

Barbaretje, baptized November 10, 1733, and died May 4, 
1753, in the nineteenth year of her age; Diena, baptized June 
28, 1'136; and died August 24, 1752, aged sixteen years; and 
Derick, baptized May 15, 1739; died April 16,1764. Johatines 
Brinckerhoff, eldest son of Colonel John, married Antie 

,,Martense, April 89, 1752, and died June 5,  1757. He had two 
/ 	sons: John, born Decemher 8, 1752, died November 16, 1754; 

and Adriana M. Brinckerhoff, born September 12, 1754, mar-
lied Adriana, Van De Linda, October 5, 1773, and had nine 
children. His daughter, Hester TTanDe Linde Brinckerhoff, 
born January 30, 1782, married Peter Jackson May 16, 1802, 
and died March 20, 1883. She lived to a more advanced age 
than any other perso3 in the entire Brinckerhoff f a d y .  
There have been many of the name who have lived to be 
eighty five and ninety, and a few have lived to be ninety-three 
and ninety-fiveyears old. When Mrs. Jackson died she was 
in her one hundred and second year. 



IV-XXXTII.-Isaac Brinckerhoff, twin brother of Jacob 
and third son of Derick, was born at Flushing, Long Island, 
January 12, 1113. He came to  Fishkill when a young man, 
and occupied some part of the original purchase, which had 
been made by his father in 1618. Re married February 28, 
1737, Sarah Rapelje, and had two children. 

Derick, born May 21, 1739; and Aeltje, who married Gen-
eral Jacobus Swartwout. He has left no one of the m e  to 
represent him in the town of Fishkill, but his descendants 
resided in after years at Troy and Albany. 

He died at fishkill, April 22, 1770, m d  his t d e  died also in 
Fishkill in 1793. 

Dirck Brinckerhoff, only son of Isaac Brinckerhoff, was 
born %y 21, 1739. He married Rachel Van Rmst Mhy 20 
1161. She was born October 3, 1741. 

He had eight children: 
Isaac: born in New Yosk, March 14, 1762; and died at Troy 

December 29, 1825. He mnrriecl June 10, 1786, Sophie 
Quackenboss. This gentlenlan is desewing of particular 
notice on account of his interest in the Brinckerhoff name. 
He left valuable records of the early fami1y-, and had access 
to sowces of information which have been found very reliable. 

Sarah: horn Kovember 5, 1764; married Garret H.T'an - -

./ wagoner. 
Gertrey: born March 0, 1768. 
Cornelius: born March 6, 1770; married March 10, 1813, 

Mary Chapman. 
Jacobus: born Angust 4, 1772. 
John: born October 17, 1773; married September, I f 96, 

Gtertrey Schuyler. 
Catherine: born February 21, IT76. 
Polly: born l\ugust 1, 1779. 
John Brinckerhoff, who married Gertrey Schuyler, left six 

sons and one daughter, viz., Richard, Abraham, Isaac, John, 
Markin, Cornelius, and Eve Maria. 

In the genealogy of John Brinckerhoff there aresmall items 
entered which will d o r d  satisfaction to many of his 
descendants. -> 

"In the summer of 1176 we lefb New York with our 
mother and family, and m~entto the house of ourgrandmother 
at RshkZ on account of the approaching war. In the f d  of 



the same year m y  father, being driven out of New York by the 
British, joined our famiIy at F5shkilI. In the year 1780, 
No~ember17,our father, Dirck Brinckerhoff, died at Fishkill 
in the house of his mother. In the spring of 1781 our mother 
a-ndfamily moved to the b o y  of our dear aunt, Mary Godby, 
at the a g e  of Rshkill. In the fall of 1783 our aunt, Mary 
Godby, and family, went to New York, after being out seven 
years and sufferiilg aII the troubles and t r ia ls  of an exiled state 
for the good of our country." 

IV-XXXIV. -Jacob Brinckerhoff, twin brother of Isaac, 
and son ofDerick, 8, was born in FlshkilI, January 12, 1713. 
He was an elder in the Dutch Church, and was one of the 
four brothers w l ~  He ma~ziedElizabeth,settled in RshkiU. 
daughter of Abraham Lent, and died on his £armin fihlrill, 
May 6, 1'758,age forty-four years. His wife, Elizabeth, died 
February 3, 1771, aged fifty-eight years and nine months. He 
had eight children. Six of them died in early life. His third 
daughter, Anna Catpina, born December 10, 1744, married 
Johannes DeWitt; Derick, born inKshkill, April 9, 1'750,was 
an elder in the Dutch Church, and a soldier of the Revolution, 
and fought under General Washington. Hemarried Catherine 
Van Trlack, of FishkiI1, and afterwards located on Long Island 
at the Dutch Hills. Re d i d  about the year 1828. He had 
quite a large family who were born in Rshkill, but none of 
his descendants are remaining there at this date. 

IT-XXXIII. --George Erinckerhoff, third son of Derick, 
8, was born October 15, 1705, and grew up upon his father's 
farm in Flatbus& and must have possessed qualities a-hich 
fitted him for commercial life. His ea,rly life and maturer 
manhood areseennow throughthe shadingwhich one buridred 
and twenty years have thorn-n around him. 

GeorgeBpinckerhoff wasa thrifty,prosperousmerchant, and 
had a store at Coenties Slip. Be built the store with bricks 
which came from Holland, and were imported by himself. The 
distribution of b property shows that he had accumulated 
much wealth in business. He was influential in the Dutch 
Church. For nine years he was a member of the Common 
Council. His handwriting is simply beautiful, and looks like 
a copperplate engraving, and the handwriting of his son 
Abraham, nTitten when he was a young man in his father's 



- -- 

store, resembles his father's so closeIy as hardly ta be dis-
tinguished from, it. He married, March 24, 1.527, Elizabeth 
Byvanck, and had five children: Aeltje, who died in infancy; 
Derick married Catherine Van Wyck; Elizabeth m h e d  
Peter Roosevelt; John and a second heltje both died in 
mf a n ~y. 

Elizabeth Byvanck died ninth of March, 1740. Re mar-
ried again October 23, 1742, Maria Van Tleusen, by whom he 
had six childrelz: Lucretia and Maria, twins, born September 
3, 1747; Abraham, born JuIy 22, 1745; Lucretia, married 
Jacobus Lefferts, April 21, 1 772; Maxia d i d  in infancy; Garret 
who also died in infancy. 

Abraham Brinckerhoff, third child of Maria Van Deusen, 
married Dorothea Remsen, ~ecember"I?', 1772, daughter of 
Peter Remsen of New York City. He had nine children: 
George, born November 26, 17'73; Peter, born March 7,1775; 
married mizabeth Bleeckc~~,of Albany; Catherine Maria, 
George and Edward; and Ma&, born November 4. 1776, mar-
ried John H. Bmsen;  Abraham, born Jnne 11,1778, married 
Mary Platt, daughter of Zepherna Plait of Plattsburg, March 
16, 1799: 

IV-XXI. -George Brinckerhoff, brother of Tunis and 
Nendrick, baptized May 29, 1705. 

This seems indeed but a very small record. By erramining 
and comparing it. with other circumstances, he fills a require-
ment which cannot otherwise be satisfied. This is the copy of 
a record, *andcannot well refer t o  any other person. Births to 
George and Elizabeth Brinckerhoff. 
Mary, born October 2, 1732; John, May 16, 1733; Daniel 

October 16, 1736; Elizabeth, April 10, 1739; George, April 18, 
15'43; Garret, July 7, 1745;Cornelius, May 6, 1749. 

This record is further continlid, and so nearly harmonizes 
withthe record of John G.Brinckerhoff, grandfather of Daniel 
Brinckerhoff, of Eshkill Landing, formerly an extensive 
numyman. 

John Gt. Brinckerhoff, born May 13, 1733; his w i f e  Septem-
ber 17, 1738. Their children: George, born December 5,  1'755; 
Rachael, August 15,1757; Henery,March 29,1760; Daniel, May 
15, 1562; John, March 11, 1769; Elizabeth, September, 1772; 
Garret, March 7, 1780. In t h e  will of Daniel Brinckerhoff, 



dated February 1, I'IPS, there is mention made of Daniel 
Brinckerhoff, son of his brother John, and his brothers George, 
and Garret, and Cornelius, and his sisters Catharine, Mary, 
and Elizabeth. These papers are all connected with George 
and Elizabeth Brinkerhoff, who represent tLe Fishkill hnding 
Brinckerhoffs. Many of this familyare widely scattered, and 
this information may be of great serviceto them. I present 
these facts without being able to obtain other needed records. ' 
John Brinckeyhoff, born March 11, 1'169,had six sons and one 
daughter, pclssiMy more: John, William, George Benjamin, 
Harry, Samuel, Ver ~ L n c k ,and Evelin. Several of these sons 
have locatedat Boonedle, New Pork. CorneliusBrinckerhoff, 
a son of Garret Brinckerhoff, lived at Rochester. 



GENERAL FAMILY RECORD. 

The following genealogical tables are the results of the investigation so Ear made by the "Joris 
Dircksell Society," referred to in the preface of General IG. Brinkerhoff : 

.. ----. -

FAMILY OP JOHN H. BRINKERHOFF. 
AWD DATEOFBIUTHPWCB~NAMES. DATE. U n a ~ u t c .  

Eng. NeIgl~borImodSccoud Mutrhje E I I ~Nel..hborhod 
Cfrandfatner ..................John Brlnkerhoff................April 14. ITMI......K o v y b e r  !: I+*  Ew.Nelghborkwd W r ~ n t e r.....~c&ber,fi I&&. 

Qrandmother'a Atmidem Name Wllllm Hogland. ...........January Q. 1'106..... .......... 1 ........ duly 1. 18d. 

Father ........................ RinkertloB..  ............ January SO, I*.. .. Apry,l l ,  IS!!. ... Eng;, Neit!borkyxl Fa'anr~cr........July 16 1811%

Motherb Maiden Numa.......Mury Christie................... July 81 1789.. .. ........ NW. HI:1 8 ~ .  


Johu H.binkorhoff &ptemisr 10, 1si9..~urr ;h  Wmrcr . .Himself ....................... ............ 2 5 , 1 ~ 0 ... ...,,.....

" " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


Wliek Maldeo NUIIM..........Naoml Edsull. ................... April S?9,l81B8........ E ~ E .  ........
~ & h b o r ~ l ~ ~  July4, 187~. 
1st CIrlld.. ........... 


IH $ . Zd Child.. ............ Nmmi Ch~imLLr~& F~bruwry14 1M2.. Jrn1181.y14 IW. Gr8nton. N.J . .  n'Dvalnber 8, 1BW.
E. BPlukerI~off ............

* .$ &IChild.. ............Henry Br~nkcrboll'..............January 3 1814.. ............ Ridmnald, N. J,...Urucer ........ 
...........\Mary Ano BrI~)kerboff.......... wbnlary lb, 1844... . . . . . . . . . .  .......... ........ Octo&;%, I&&. 


6th Child. ...........Job11Wrull Ilrlnkerilufl... ...... November 21, 1817.. .......... .......... ..-..... Auhzlrrll: 1848 
.........MulryGl&ril i~~ Nuvell~ber15, l M 0 . .  UM.It,lBBO ...... . . . . . . . . . . 
Brinkerhoff...... Kiclb*LleW, N. J.. Jn~ruwg.$4, 16&,.........QorWurlP,BrhkerhufP. .......... O c t o k r  :%I,1 W P . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......... ..-..... 3unuary 10.1864. 

8th Child............ Joh~iSr~i~korholl'............... U c c ~ r n t ) ~ r l l ,  Knv. ZB,1W..... .......... Qrocrr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
18rXI*... 
D i i ,  Child ........... 

-" 


U C H ~ T I O N ~ . - ~ S ~Joriu Dirdd6et1Brinkurh~11I d 8  8 q Derick, EIcnrlrlck Abrum al1d put! dgughtpy, Cltie. 
,P I : Hentlrkck Hi+!rrkurhoi Ilud 8 SUIIB, Cornel!u~~,1)criukand ~ n c o b u iV .. r m  

Bd, C W I ~ B ~ I U UUr~nkerlioiharl Y pons,Hendrbck, HurLrn~rr~atrd Idauglitern.
4Ur Hartmarl Winkerl~uR1rsd % sous, John Bnod~~lckwrld 3 d ~ % u g h t ~ l . ~ .
~ t i l '.lohtr Brillksrholl' hu~1'13r-trildrall- 1wrl:~by nrstdito and 3 by secotirl wile. 
0th: IImr ,J. Rrlnkerlioit hnd 8 ~ 1 1 6d ~ d1 dauglkr.
7th, ~ o h n h .binkerhoft (nlyaelfj. 



ANNATJE BRINKERHOFF. 
John H. Brinkerhoff, whose genealogy is above given, was also Rrinkerhoff on his mother's side. His 

rnothe~,Mary Christie, was the daughter of Annatje Brinkerhoff, who was the daughter of Jacob, who 
was the son of Jacobus, who was the son .of Hendrick, who waa the son of Joris Dircksen Brinkerhcifl. 
So that Conlelius, the peat grandfather of his father, and Jacobus, the great @andfather of his mother, 
were brothers. An~atjeBrinkerhoff?his grandmother, was born at the old homestead of Henchick 
Joris Brinkcrhoff, at Old Hackensack (whero the reunion was held), was married to John Christie, and 
died at the old homestead at Ridgefield, Bergen Co., New Jersey, now the residence of her said 
grandson John 11. Brinkerhoff, in December, 1848, in the ninety-fourth year of her age, laving a 
remarkable number of descendants. 

A few years before her death the following notice referring to her appeared in the New York Sufi: 

ONE OF THE WONEN OF THE REVOLUTION. 

Nine years ago there appeared in the Sun the following : 

''There is now living in Washington Street, in this city, an old widow lady, aged eighty-four years, who 
has now living ten children, flfty-three grandchildren, a,nd four great great grandchiIdren; dead : one child, 
seventeen grandchildren, fifteen great grandchildren, and fifteen great gkat grandchildren. Total living : 
one hundred and forty-one." 

The same old widow is still dive, residing now in New Jersey, and is in her ninety-third yearJwhich 
she has nearly completed. Her descendants now number as folIows: Living, eight children, fifty 
gmndchildren, one hundred and thirty great grandchildren, and fifteen great great grandchildren ; 
dead : three cKIdren, twenty-onegrandchildren, thirty-two great grandchiIdren3 and four great great 



grandchildren. Total Iiving at tho present t h e  : two hundred and three, and sixty dead, making the 
extraordinarylarge number of two hundred and sixty-threedescendants. She still retains her faculties 
in an ~znusualdegree, can still remember distinctly of the times that tried men's ~ouls ,when her 
husband was torn from her arms, and like a felon marched to this city and incarcerated in the Old 
Sugar Rouse for six weeks ;when her dwelling was set on fire by the Tories, and when her cattle were 
driven away by another band of the same sort. Hex husband was drafted and served in the New 
Jersey Militia two different times, and, although an effort has been made, yet she has never obtained a 
pension to which she is so justly entitled. 

FAMILY OF JACOB BRINKERHOFF. 

NADfES. BIRTRPLACE DATEOA 	 OCCIIPATI#)N.AND 

DATE. MAR~IAQE. 	 P W L ~ ~ { ~ T ~  

m 
Olrl Haokens'k N . J . ~  	 0ldHackeus'SN.J. 

Grmn<llattier................... Derick Brinkeri~oiP.. ............ Fehruai-y 1,1747.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Old Harrke~ls'lt,X.J. Fnrnlcr.. ......Norornberli 1h.. . 

Old ~ m c k o n k kN.J. 
~ q ~ b m b w  

Olrl H W ~ & S ' ~ ,  IIsclce~~sutlkN .  J. 
Cfrandmothcr's Jflbiden Numa O*YelctbyWcskrvelr ......... Octobor 1 1740. .............. $6 ........ I , ~ W  


N.J. 
Father. .......................Sebe Brinkerhoff.. ..............	hprll 16 ll09.. .....Deeembor 17,iVlM1. Y. City.. ........ Cnrpcntcr. .... bfny 9,I&%:....... 


~ ~ u < ~ s r h ~ m a c k , . ~ . ~ .  . L . l . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N.'t:City. 

Mothcr's Maiden Nanie, ......Ilannall Vwrhiu . .  .............. I ~ c t o b e rk 1771 ,, 1 	 July 25-1897.... ....
1 N. ~.'~ity'.'::"" i 	 Uluroklyn, x. Y. 
Hlrrlnelf.. ......................Jrbcob BrinkorhuK ..............j W ~ y6: 17,!4.5.. .......Ft:bru;iry 23, lW,Brr~uklyu,N. Y. . .  ..Merchu~~t . . ....Ilece~nber&, fM.. 


N Y City. 	 Rror~klyu~N.Y. 
Wilc's Msideu Namu.. ........ElisabcthFrederl~k............. Octobcr 9,l*l#... .. " 4' ,I ,I .................. Nurch O,18 i8 . .  ..... 


N.Y .City. .........Cllarlctl ~ g ~ h r t a i n g B r i t ~ k e r l ~ o f fUecombcrBG, 1W.. .......,.. ......... ........ .......... 

N.Y. City. .........Johlr Henry Frod'k Erl~~kerl~ui l .July 21 l&i.................. .......... ........ BI-0oklynN.Y. 

N,  k. city. 	 Juno 14: It57 . . .Richnrd B ~ i t ~ h ~ ~ l ~ o n . .  April 19. 1W... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......... , ....._.. ..........
..........I 


The follnwing obituary notice is from a paper published in Bergen County, New Jersey, where Jacob 
Brinkorhoff was well known : 



""
iiJacob Brinkerhoff, an old gentlemanJacob Brinkerhoff, an old gentleman wellknown in this counwellknown in this coun

lichard Brinkerhoff, 248 Classon Avenue,lichard Brinkerhoff, 248 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn. He met hisBrooklyn. He met his
is home, which caused concussion of the bris home, which caused concussion of the br He was born inIHe was born inI
ras noted forhis remarkable memory, his coras noted forhis remarkable memory, his command ofScripture beiimmand ofScripture beii
lible." He was a follower of the Reforme<lible." He was a follower of the Reforme< d Church, and took ad Church, and took a
hem and making- addresses although inhishem and making- addresses although inhis ninetieth year. A fewninetieth year. A few
!hurch here, and spoke very clearly on 1!hurch here, and spoke very clearly on 1the advantages of Bitthe advantages of Bit
•rinkerhoff was for many years a flour mer•rinkerhoff was for many years a flour mer •chant inNew York Cit,•chant inNew York Cit,
ibout thirtyyears ago he retired from busiibout thirtyyears ago he retired from busimess and went to Brookmess and went to Brook

FAMILYFAMILY •F RICHARD•F BRINKRICHARD BRINK
Birthplace andBirthplace and Date ofDate ofNAMES.NAMES. Date.Date. MarriageMarriage

OldHackens'k, N.J.OldHackens'k, N.J.
randfatherrandfather Sebe BrinkerhoffSebe Brinkerhoff April16,April 178816, 1788 December 17,December 17,

Kinderhamack,N.J.Kinderhamack,N.J.
randmother's Maidenrandmother's NameMaiden Name Hannah VoorhißHannah Voorhiß Octobers, 1771Octobers, 1771

N.Y.N. City.Y.City.
itherither Jacob BrinkerhoffJacob Brinkerhoff May 6,1795May 6,1795 February 22,February 22,

N.Y.N. City.Y.City.
other's Maidenother's NameMaiden Name Elizabeth FrederickElizabeth Frederick October 2,1789October 2,1789

N.Y.N. City.Y.City.
imselfimself Richard BrinkerhoffRichard Brinkerhoff Aprit19,1828Aprit19,1828 April19,April 185019, 1850

N.Y.City.N.Y.City.
ife's Maidenife's NameMaiden Name Susannah HarrietSusannah Passman....Harriet Passman.... December 28,December 1831..28,1831..

N.Y.N. City.Y.City.
i. „i. lstChild„ lstChild Jessie GlennBrinkerhoff November 24,NovemberJessie 1851..24, 1851..GlennBrinkerhoff
gJ-S N.Y. N.gJ-S City.Y.City.
„£"£ . 2d Child„£"£ . 2d Child Hattie Brinkerhoff February 19,FebruaryHattie 1854...19, 1854...Brinkerhoff

Brooklyn, N.Brooklyn, Y.N.Y.
g£g| 8dg£g| Child8d Child Mabel Lasar Brinkerhoff. Februarys, 1860...Februarys,Mabel 1860...Lasar Brinkerhoff.

Brooklyn, N.Y.Brooklyn, N.Y.2^.2 4thChild2^.2 4thChild Jennie Fredrica Brinkerhoff.... April13,AprilJennie 186813,1868Fredrica Brinkerhoff....
3s 5 Brooklyn, N.Brooklyn,3 Y.N. Y.s 5
O sthO Childsth Child Susannah Steinle December 22,1872.DecemberSusannah .22,1872. .Steinle
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NAMESNAMES

GrandfatherGrandfather SebeSebe Brinkerhoff.Brinkerhoff.....
Grandmother'sGrandmother's MaidenMaiden NameName HannahHannah Voorhis.Voorhis.....
FatherFather JacobJacob Brinkerhoff.Brinkerhoff.

Mother's MaidenMother's NameMaiden Name Elizabeth Frederic
Elizabeth Frederic

HimselfHimself Jno. Henry Fred'k :
Jno. Henry Fred'k :
Wife's MaidenWife's NameMaiden Name Theodosia JulietTheodosia Vi
Juliet Vi

sfsi*sfsi*
ago Istago ChildIst Child Linda Brinkerhoff,Linda Brinkerhoff,

2dChild2dChild Lizzie Brinkerhoff.Lizzie Brinkerhoff.
O<§§^ 3dChildO<§§^ 3dChild Frederick DouglassFrederick Douglass

FAMFAM

GrandfatherGrandfather James J.James BrinkerhcJ.Brinkerhc
Grandmother's MaidenGrandmother's NameMaiden Name Cornelia KippCornelia Kipp

FatherFather Jacob J.Jacob BrinkerhoiJ. Brinkerhoi

Mother's MaidenMother's NameMaiden Name Jennie VanJennie VoorhisVan Voorhis

HimselfHimself Garret K.Garret BrinkerhK.Brinkerh

Wife's MaidenWife's NameMaiden Name AnnElizaAnn MerselusEliza Merselus
Children of par- IChildren of par- I« fnhn j« fnhn j Ig. MerselusIg. BrinkeMerselus Brinketies for whom st Child...ties for whom st Child...

thlS I;d 1SthlS I;d 1S MChild...MChild... Jacob G.Jacob BrinkerhcG. Brinkerhcmademade

Garret K.Brinkerhoff was marGarret K.Brinkerhoff was marrried a second time.rried a second time.
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FAMILY O F  SEBA RRIKI<EKHOFE'. 

R I R T I I P ~ ~ A C EAN11 ATE OF PLACE OF PLACEAND DATENAMW. DATR Fifarrruaa~. RRBIDENCB. D,.(ll7FAT,0m, on ~ E A T E .  

Xew .lerhe Kew York City.
flrandtather .................. ............ ~ o v e m h n r:o, ria.. . . . . . . . . . .  .......... Jn,nu~nry$l,lKj.
OeorgeRrinkerholf.. ........

Now ,Jersey. New York Clty.
Qrandmotl~er'wWIuletl Nrtn~aRnchel Terklune ............... muat H, 17M.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......... ........ May i%I tM.  


*lLNew dt:rwy.
lhther ........................ Xlcholirs Brlnkerhofl.. .........Jure: 18 1*1111. .......... .......... ........ Fehrual*y 0-IWO. 


N. *.Glty.  Greenpoint, 

~ r & n ~ o i n t .  

Motherb Maidm Kame.......Uannab Brlnkerhoff ............ October 5,I&?.. .............. Brooklyn, B D. ........ ..........

1 Trmnlly, N.J. 

H l m d f . .  ....................Seba Brinkertiolr.. .............. d February21.1800 Grtbln dealer .. ..........
~ u ~ ~ a s t1W..... Gmcnpoint,......... 

K ~ W~ r i & o ,N,J .  1 

Wifch 3Ialdo1l %me.. ........ Hentr~At~nEly.. ............... JUIIC46 1bH.. ..... .!E'ebruaryM , W  Oreen1)oint. ................ .......... 

~ ' k l ph. D., X. Y. I 

1.t Child............hrlskide  Briobrhofl.. ..........Febl.uur vlO,lRgl...)Angost 28,1878..  New YorkCity.. 

kea n 7 ~ l v n  . . . . . . . . . . .  ..........
d.D. x. Y. 

M Child.. ...........Charles Emford Brinlrerhoff... A d  i4 1 ~ : . ................ Grcenpoint.........Clcrk.. ........ ..........
,STo k o d  B'klyn h. U b.Y. Ureon aint. 
2 $ gz M Child.. ............Kate CwklinUrinkerhotT.. ..... August 10, liic.5.. ............. .......... ........ April6,1~&l.


B'klyl~E. D., N. Y .  
4t.h Child. ..........-he1 Yrwldemwk HriokerholP Sr tcmber II.lRG8. .......... Gmonpoint ................. ..........
$ 2 a ~ ' i l ~ n~ . - a  E. D. ,N. Y. 

uu- 5 t h  Child.. ..........Hoster Amolie Brinkerhoff.. ... fB. 1878.. .......... ................. ..........
Dewr~i l~er  Greenpuitlt 

FAMILY OF JACOB BRINKERHOFF. 

s mil- from H W ~ S  
Orandtather ................ IIackeo&k, N. J. .......... emack............ A t  Homo.
J m b  Brinkerhoff............... Frurner.. ...... 


Date Unknomrn to 
Urandmother'~M~idenB~rnleUnlmown to me..  ............... .......... .......... .......... ........ 1118. 


Hmckonaack,ld, J. 
Fat.her.. ......................Philip BrinkBrhotT.. ............. Febinuury8,1811.. .. llWG Dudley. Ill.. ........ Rbrmcr.. ......Liviw. 


Har!kentrt~+, N. J. 
Mother's Maiden Name.......Sarah Smtt..................... 1816... .............. la38 .......... ........ Hackcnsack. lM. 


Hackensack, Y. J. 
Himself........................ I1842................. 1Hl Pierre. ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jacob Brlnkerhoff............... Capitalist


Neuliville. Ky.
Wife's Maiden Name.. .......Jennie Wills ................. l s j l . .  ............... &' ...................... .......... 




FAMILY OF JOHN BRINKERHOFF. 


Grandfather .................. Dvnid Brinkerholl.. ............ Philtidrlpllis, Pa.... 1770.. ............ Near Garlislc, Pa.. . Weaver ........ Near Curlislo. 

l7M. lull. 

6, LLOrandmothor's Maiden Namc &ah Campbelle.. .............Armagh. Ireland.. . lm.............. . . . . . . . . .  Ncur C&rliale. 

17w. 1814. 

Father ........................Daniel klnkerhoff p)..........Kasr Ilarlislo, Pa... l@Xt............. 11 I' .. Farmer... .....MrayneCo., Ohio. 

lTM. 1w. 

1IIutllerYsMaiden Nuno.. ....Rebeccu. Frmimr ................Y o ~ kPo., Ptb. ...... 1#2.. ............ .I .' . . . . . . . . . .  WayneCo., Ohb, 

I W .  1633. 

Himself... ....................John BrinkerholL............... Cl~n~b~?rlond Nov. 18,1B3.. ... Woontcr, Ohio.. ....Civil Engineer.
Co.,Paa .......... 

JUIIC 0.1R13. 

"W l f e ' ~Maiden Name.. ........Robccca Sommers.. ............Wnshillgton Co. Pa. ......... . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wuaxbr, Sept. 2, 

Atl~lJst7 1~1'1 1851. ........... No.
........Ueorge 8.Brinlrerhoi?.. .........Wayne Co.' Ohio.. UT~~rrcnsburgl~.Teacher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

April K5, h. ...........Daniel 0.Brillkerhu#Y..........Wuync Co., Ohio.. . . . . . . . . . . .  .......... Rtudcnt a t  law 1%-cator,Dec, 24, 

Dee. 3, ISM,, TW. .......... Jnsaph W.Brinkmqh.boff,.........Wimter. Ohlo. . . . . . . . . . , . . . .  Rurhtrlk, Ohio..... Physicisrr.. ... .......... 


Mary Kobiaon secutid wife ~ I C  Frlb. 18 1K51. 
ar i l lker l~<~l~. .  ~ostmo&l 'dCO.,PIL.NOV. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....... ..........
~ o h u  .... .,. .. I f ,  Im. 

The o l d a t  u~~rt!stcrr~rPourParrlila oIwt~ornwt: 11hvcrlircct knonldge was Ucor~eNririnkorhoff who died in tho city of Philadel hi3 J% aged twenty- $eight, y m l . ~ilho1nt.lic ruptnrr: or ra bfb;~d vc~scl orcabicrnod by 1liti11::u hctbvy wei#tlt. Thia r i a :  in+17411. Rib srtll nar~ialweu  then olrl. From 
tb. dste of ]>in death we a t  that of his btrtb, 1711, ~mtyel.-l~Lg.-tllrw;yoar~arkr  the arrival of Ltlerlume in Arncrica. H o alho l e f t  bchir~tl him it youlg
dauphtcr, who,wltli her whowed mother, raalded tr!&rly yeurxLftcrward I I I  Philrtrlclphia, Ac. 

LlNE FROM ITAi T O  IHB. 

m l l T  WAMlLY. 8ECONV FAMILY. W I R D  FAMILY. POURTE FAMILY. 


Goor c Bi-inkcrl~oll, Dat~irl Bl.inkcrholl, Dnniel Brltikcrhotf, John BrlnkerhofP 

Borlh%21, died 174H. Born 1746, died lttll. llorri lTM, dled IHiU. lIorriJulie 9, 1618: 

NIXTtI P A l I L Y .  
Mnrl,l~;~.T. Rrl~>kurl~t~lF, 
Ullru l<rir~lu:rhulT, 
Harried Gco. b y h i l l .  

John Brinkerhoff, whose record is above given, adds : 
Daniel Rrinkerhoff, my was left witllout n faller at thr-ee years a ~ e .  He wasarnndf;~tlttl~er., of 

apprenticed to  n weaver by the-name of art, with whonl he leal-mil.tlze trade of rvcavilyg, and with 



whom he lived until he married Sarah Cmpbelle, a hotch-Irish girl, who camehorn Armagh, Ireland, in 
her twelfth year. At the time of their marriage she was in her twentieth year. 

With his young wife he moved from the place of his birth toYorlc County, Pa.,where he purchwed 
a farm with that part of his father's estate which fell to him a an heir, 

He llad three sons: George, Daniel, and William, m d  three daughters: Susan, Sarah, and Catharine. 
Daniel ~rinkerh'off,my father, rcsided until he was fifth-two years of age in Cumberland and York 

Counties, Pa. He the11 moved to Wayne County, Ohio, andpurchased t,hefarm now ownedby hissecond 
aon James. His childre11in the order of their births are Elizabeth, John, James, and William. 

His son William received a classical education at Franklin College, Ohio. He is an accomplished 
mathematician and expert stenographer. 

I shall very cheerfulIy ~ i s tby giving any i~iformaiionI may possesa, or in any other way that I 
can be of any use to the friends who are engaged in theworthy effort of preservinganhonorablefamily's m a 
remembr~~nce. 

Iam very desirous that those who are engaged in this matter may be able totrace tjheconnection of 
our family at Philadelphia to the original one in New York. This may be done perhaps by church 
records, inscriptions on tombstones, or from registers preserved by familieswho have alway~lived near 
the place of first settlement. 

Joris Brinkerhoff, who settled in Adams Go., Pa.,and my great grandfather n-ere full cousins. This 
was fully ascertainedby my grandfather when he visited bis kinsman near Gettysburg in 1795,and was 
known in our family ever since. 

There were three cousins by the name of Joris. Cornelius Brinkerhoff had a son Joris, who died in 
1692. Jacobus Brinkerhoff had a son Joria, born in 1719, who moved to Adams Co., Pa.,and died 
January 3, 1810. Derick Mnkerhoff bad a son Joris, born August 24, 1120. This person was, as we 



now regard Em,my great grandfather. ~e died in the city of Phihdeiphia at the age of twenty-six, 
leaving his son Daniel, my grandfather, in the cam of his mother at three years of age. 

The following obituary notice refers to the Mr. William Brinkerhoff, brother of the John Brinkerhoff, 
mentioned in the last preceding genealogy. 

WILLIAM BRINKERHOFF, L.L.D. 

"William Erinkerhoff, LL,D., brother of Ron. John Brinkerhoff, of Wooster, Olio, was found dead 
in his bed on the morning of the f i f th  inst. (August 5, 1885). Piborncircumstances aktending the case it is now 
almost certain that he died without a struggle on Sabbath evening between five and six o'clock. Dr. 
Brinkerhoff was born in Cumberlsnd County, Pennsylvania,, August 21, 1881, and was at the time of his 
death s little past sixty-four years of age. At nearly eleven years of age he moved with his fitther t o  
Wayne munty, Ohio, where he passed his minorily on a farm. He belonged t o  a hardy, long-lived family of 
Ohio pioneers, whose name is identified with the history of 1;he St;a,ke, He was a member of the seventh 
generation of the Bririkerhoff Brnily in America. He graduated si; Franklin College in the year 1850,and 
afterwards took a partial course at Yale College. His constit;ut,ionwas matured, well settled, hardened and 
drilled by manual labor before he entered collcge. This was no'doubt tile secret of his erldurance thl-ougk 
the vast arnoune of mental labor he performed sirlce he became sprofessor in tile Normal Schoolat Hopadale, 
and in the several positions which he filled as an educator. His uniform, contented, clleert'ul air and mariner 
made h k  presence as sunshine among his pupils. "A  sound mind in a sound body " a,m essential 
characteristics of a, successful teacher. 

<' Hc may be described by saying he was s 11~4:llbalanced cbaracler. T11cr.c was no eccenl;ricil;y in his 
organism. Physically, he was in size about six fcct in height, and weiglled from oae hundred and eighty to 



two hundred pounds. His stop was firm, and a11 his movements tlelibcrata and unhurried. His head was 
large and well formed. It was a true index to his charackr. 

"He was one of the best mathematicions in the country. Hc had learning without pedantry, and 
solf-confidence without any appearance of vanity ; his generosity was without ostentation, and his roligion 
without either bigotry or fanaticism. He lvss smember of the United Presbyterian Church. 

'(Hebegan the sbudy and practice of short hand writing early in life, and may wcll be said to bc one of 
the pioneers of the art in Ohio. He did not,devote himself uxclusively Lo the business or teaching it. He, 
ho-r\-ever,constantly used it and for more than thirty years, it was rare that he was without a class in 
phonography. 

"Shortly after he graduated he was clectcd professor of ms1;hcmatics in Fra,nklinCollege, and fllled that 
position to thc highest satisfaction of all conccrnsd for seven years. Ha resigned the Chair of Mathematics 
in 1857, but was soon afhr induced to accept the position of teacher ofmat;hemal;icsand natural science in the 
Normal School a,t Hopedab. This institution was st the time under the control of the 'Ohio State Teachers' 
Association.' Dr. Brinkerhoff's attainmonk in this depa,rtmenl;of science had at hhat early period attracted 
the attention of teachers through the Sbte. In this position ar~dat this work he labored for. almost a 
quarter of a century. This constancy and uniformity was from the pure love of the business of teaching, 
especially his love for tho scionce of mathematics. Hc was a natural born matllematician. Teachers who 
weary of their occupation, will hardly believe that for twentphwo years he scarcely miwed a single recitation 
of his classes, except on one occa~ion rrhon c a U d  home for tkrae days to attend the funeral of his mother, 
Such another instance of regularity and persetTcranmit would be hard to h d .  

"He remained in connection with the Hopedale Normal Scl~ool,and whon it assumed Collegiate powers, 
which. was in 1879, he was chosen president. This position he held until the summer of 1884, when he 
resigned and acceptcd t he  prosidency of Franklin College, New Athens, Ohio, and was discharging the duties 
of his position with honor to himself a,ndsuccess to thc institution when death removed him without an hour's 
notice, 



- -- 

He was married in 1863 to Mary A. Hines, a graduate of the Norms1 Colloge, who with two sons 
remain to mourn the low of s hind husband and an indulgent f~aihsr. 

"At the tipe of his death hc was npparenli1y in rugged health, and his temperate manner of life as regards 
body and mind gave prornise of long life and &ill greater usefulness. He was a Inan who will bc graatly 
missed. He was universally respected and admired for all that goes to form the perfect gentjlernan and pure 
man. 

"Evidently his death came so sudden that he passed from timc t o  boundless eternity without a struggle 
-calmly and peacefully wcnt into that sleep 'From which nonc ever wake to weep.' 

FAMILY OF JAMES BRINKERHOFF. 

NAMES. BIWTHP~?S DATE OF PLACE OFAND 
DATE. MAI~RIA~II . : .  1IEBIIIENCE. 

Gralldfatthsr ..................Jacob Fki~tkerhotP............... ........-. .......... .......... 
~ r ~ i ~ ~ d m u t l ~ c r ' n  ............ I """"-. .......... ..........
Mnidcri Name 
Father....................... Rrit~keri~cIY., Fab. LN,1811.................. I)udley, I l l . .  .......IK"lilig ............ 

M ~ i t l ~ e r ' s  ..... .'sarmh ~ c o t t . .  .......... ..........
Mnidt:n N s ~ n c .  ...................
I ~ n c i < i i ; i ;  'h.J. 

James ErtukcrholP.............. 12: li!40.. ~ccernbcrNJf370S u w ~ ~ d ,Web.. .....
Himself ....................... D c w ~ ~ l > c ~ .  


" 
B. 

PLACK AXD DATEOccu,~~los. ulm>~ E A T I ~ .  

........ .......... 


........ .......... 

Fnrrrler.. ................ 
........ Hackcnascl~,F.J. 


E h t a t ~  
Agwllt. .......... 

........ .......... 

........ .......... 

........ .......... 

........ .......... 

........ .......... 

........ .......... 

........ .......... 


Ultdlc~.,111. 
Wifo's Haldon Name..........6 n a 1 1MotPett.. .................lOotubt.r h. 1 6 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I J>11~11+.>',111. 

1 b t  CIkHd.. ............Horbart Scott BrinkcrholY.. .... Jnl~!~t \ry  . . . . . . . . . . . .11: 1Hi2.. 
.-I .  ; ~ ~ i , , L ~ , ~ < i ~ ~ l i ~ t , .

e.$$
P ,6 
c c.Z 

g$,: 
2aL5 $ 

Pd Child.. .............Mark BrinkerlmlT. ..............3Tar~ilrul~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ilil, lllT3.. 
I sl:wul'lI, Xt.1,. 

Philip T3riskerhuiF....... 1x75. . . . . . . , . . . . . . . 
3 1  C111111............... ..... Jal~r~r~rr'd, 

U ~ l h l t ~ r ~111. 

4 t h  Child.. ............Erma Brlnkerlioir .............. I A ~ 116t1::: K ~ H. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I %crv;lr.Ll.yet>.

5th Ghlld .............. dt~ tncs~rinkerhoff..............UcLl,bt.l.:!U IH8l . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I fieward: Ncb. 

OUi OLilil. .............O l c v ~ l ~ b t d  .......... 30. I R I .  ..........
Rri~>iterhoII S ~ p L ~ l n b r r  

.......... 


.......... 


.......... 


.......... 


.......... 


......... 


.......... 


http:%crv;lr.Ll
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FAMILY OF CHARLES HARDEFAMILY OF CHARLES HARDE

NAMES.NAMES. Birthplace andBirthplace and
Date.Date.

herher

ither's Maidenither's NameMaiden Name

James G.James BrinkerhoffG.Brinkerhoff About 1796About 1796

Maiden NameMaiden Name
IICharles HardenburgßrCharles inkerhoffHardenburgßr inkerhoff New Jersey. 1826..New Jersey. 1826.. AlAl

aiden Nameaiden Name Anna LewisAnna CookLewis Cook N.Y.City. 1835....N.Y.City. 1835.... AlAl

st Childst Child Charles BrinkerhoffCharles Brinkerhoff N.Y.City. 1853....N.Y.City. 1853....
N. Y.N. City.Y.City.

3 Child3 Child Anna Brinkerhoff 1854 or1854Anna 1855or1855Brinkerhoff
N.Y.N. City.Y.City.

a Childa Child Edgar Dayton Brinkerhoff November 7,1857. .NovemberEdgar . 7,1857. ..Dayton Brinkerhoff JulJul
N. Y.N. City.Y.City.

th Childth Child May MillerBrinkerhoff May 2,MayMay 18592,1859MillerBrinkerhoff

th Childth Child Jennie BrinkerhoffJennie Brinkerhoff N.Y.City. 1860....N.Y.City. 1860....

th Childth Child Josephine BrinkerhoffJosephine Brinkerhoff N.Y.City. 1864...N.Y.City. 1864...
Green port,L.I.Green port,L.I.

thChildthChild Lewis Edwards September 3, 1869.SeptemberLewis .3, 1869..Edwards

i i



FAMILY OF EDGAR DAYTON BRINKERHOFF. 
Montville 

Worria GO.N'. J. 
Ptltcrsor~N.J. 
Mount lforris D ~ t c hbf'rn'd Mount Morris, N. Y 

Gr&ndlather..................Rev. J m o s  a.BrinkorhotP......About IW..........About 1IPZO.. .....~lvirigstonCO.,$J. Preacher. .....Decembor 24,1678 .. 
Grbndmothor's Maiden Nsme ............. .......... About lW....... .......... ........ .......... 


New Jersey. Harlem N.Y. City.
Father ........................~ r l e e I I a r d e n b u ~ g ~ i n k e r h o ~Januar 12.1W....About 1BKB...... New York City. B a r  Bull<ler.. Janua ' 6, 181p.


New Gork City. ~ e w y o r kO~ty.
I I  L,Mothsr'a Mairlcn Nsrne.......Anna Lcwia Cook...............About 1&16... ....... About MZ.,..... ........ May 24,1870.


Ncw York Cit Cmmosl 
WirnaelI .......................Edgar TIaytonBrlnkerluolr.,.... ~ovcmber7,1%ri. .  July 3, lW...... Meeker Co.,kinn.. Teacher ....... ......... 


New Jersey. L~ncolnFwk,
Wife's miden Name..........Mary Allcc Van Bu~kirk........ April 1,18e3 ........1 ,July 3,1880. .....1Morrla Cu., N. J ............ ......... 
Childrno of par- llaoklyn N. Y. 

tles for whom I 1st Child... Qeurgm I r v i q  Brinkerhofl.. .... Jlsrch, 10, lh3................ .......... ........ ..........

el. record is Rluornlngd~ble N.J .  

made. 2d Clilld. ..Francis Parker RrinkerhotT.....~ e p b t n b e r80: 1854.. .......... .......... ........ .......... 


Edgar D@on Brinkerhoff, whose record is above given, adds : 
My father (Char-lesHardellburgh Brinkerhoff) was born ahout 1886, in Kew Jersey (MontvilIe, Morris 

Co., perhaps, I am not certain). At the age of seventeon years he left his father's farm at Montville, 
and went to  New York City, and learned the stair building trade. New York was always his home, 
although he spent two years in Cali£ornia in 1863, etc. He had a business of his own at thc age of 
twcnty-soven. He built and owned several houses ill New York, was worth forty-thousand dollars at 
one time, but died in debt January, 1871, at Harlem. Was buried at WoodIawn Cemetery. 

I left school at the age of fifteen, spent four years in New York City as bookkeeper; at the age of 
nineteen went to New Jorsey, taught school in the vicir~ityof Morris Go. for sevon y m ,  left New 
Jersey March 19, 1885, for health, and an1 now teaching a small school at Cosmos. I have for years 
been bent on rt radicd school reform'. 



THE FAMILY OF JOHN H. BRINCKERHOFF. 

JOHN H. Brhckerhoff, born November 24, 1829, married 
Laura Edwards, January 16, 1853. Hia father's name 
was Abraham, born August 1, 1'198, married Jane 

Elizabeth Wright, September 11, 1888. His grandhther's 
name was John, horn August 15, 1765,married Rebecca Lot, 
Movember 24, 1791. His great-grandfather's name was 
Abraham Brinckerhoff, who married Sarah Onderdonk. Time 
of birth and marriage not given. 

The above Abmham Brinckerhoff was the son of Hendrick, 
and had children; J o h ,  Isaac, Lammetia, Cornelius. His 
father, Henchick, married Lammetia, daughter of Daniel 
Rapalje, and succeeded to the paternalfarm on Flushing Bay. 
He was an elder in the Newtown Church, and a magistrate 
for a number of years. Re had a la,rge family of children. 
He~ldrick'sfather's name was George. His grandfather's wax 
Abraham Joris. 



OLD I3RINCKERHOFE"S HOUSE, hTEWTOWN. 

HE folloving communication was recei~~edfrom John H.T Brinckerhoff, of Jamaim. It came too late to be inserted 
in its proper connection, and therefore foims this article 

by itsel£. mTe learn from Mr. Brinckerhoff that William 
07Gorman,the T o m  Clerk, has furnished him with most of 
this information. 

The communication states that the old house of Daniel 
Bragaw, on the Dutch Kills, was the home of the Brinker-
hoff's untilthebeginning of the present century. The remains 
af the old camps are to be seen there, and down the road is 
another Brinkerhoff house, opposite Braga~v's milk farm. 
The old house nith the heavy stump of locust before it was 
the house of Tunis Brinkerhoff. 

Here mas found a11 the money by Kneeland, and here was 
the garret full of old Dutch books. The \niter then gives a 
list of Brinkerhoff tombstones in that local it^. Mary Brink-
erhoff Moore, nrhois buried in the Noore and Townsend gra>-e-
yard, dso Catharine Brinkerhoff, wife of Thomas Msop, 
interred in t'heAlsop grounds, now enclosed inC a I n r y  Ceme-
tery. In the Presbyberian Church, Paemtown, Elizabeth 
Brinkerhoff, died in 1847, agedninety-six years, and aIso Rhoda 
Brinkerhoff, died in 184'7. In the cemetery in the ground of 
Mr. Trowbridge is a stone to George Brinkerhoff, who died in 
1802. 

ANCIENT-NEWTOWN. 

THE EVACTATIDN OF THE OLD BBINCKERHOXT HOUSE, DUTCH 

KILLS. 


[By the Town Clmk, William O'Gorman, Esq.] 


The evacuation by Daniel Brsgaw of the Brinkerhoff House 
during the past week, and the tota,l disruption ofits antiqmted 



heirlooms, under the auctioneer's hammer, form a sad declen-
sion for the old house ereded in 1726,''near the Narrow Pas-
sage." It seemed to be also the decree of Fate that this same 
week should be selected for the cutting down to its trunk of the 
historic chestnut tree, that for centuries had shaded the same 
"Na,rrowPassage," while both the great old tree and its "Nar-
row Passage " had given name and reputation to what is now 
called Woodside. Is it possible to revert back to the years of 
solitude, which covered the growth of its primmd t.n+g? Can we 
follow its dovelopment into a, sapling, and watch itssteady grou-th 
into the great tree that the first Brinckorhoffs a,ndthe first Bra-
g a ~ ~ ~ shad sa\-ed from the axe, when building their homes now 
deserted ? In  those days both the Brinckerhoff House and the 
Old Tree were within close and nightly sound of the wolves, 
which owned the contiguous swamp; neither had the Red Man 
gone t o  decay, although Ghc civilization of rum and gunpowder 
were about accomplishing their unitad mission. The Revdution 
of 1776 found this section of Newtown to be rich in barvests and! 
well suited t o  cantonments for B r i m  afid Hessian soldiers, 
From the venerrtble Moore House into the present Thompson 
Avenue, the whole road became the main avenue of one large 
camp, with officers snugly quartered in the hdf dozen homesteads 
that lined the roadway. But we have now t o  keep to the Brinck-
erhoff House, for Roe H. Smith, the auctioneer, has given us a, 
cha,nce to hunt up old relics. They certainly are of interest. 
That Scotch oficer, Finlay McKag, who cut his watne a d  hie 
year, 1776, rn the  glass window, could hardly ?lave expected 
that pane of glass t o  havesurvived one hund~edand seven years;. 
but thanks to the Bragaws, the same sash with all its glass was. 
well protected t.0 the present time. The hand-iron, which of a 
morning used to bake cakes for General Hyperhausen,and imprint 
i ts~ea.rof 1764 oneach,still vemains. Theshut  General~vaswont 
t o  make two "bites" of each cake square into the above flgures, 
and that was all the interest he felt in the chronology of the cake 
iron, but it is not so of us  we hope in 1883; we never ate one of 
its cakes, but Bandel Bmgaw b ~ p r e s e f a t e dit to the Hidordcal 
Society; and this donation becomes quite satisfactory, especially 
when presented in compa?aywith the window m .ruh.ichFinlaq 
HcKay has metnorized his identit#. And the evacuationof 1r83 
left the old homestead a military name, and it still preserves a 
martial aspect even t o  1883. 







CANE OF HEMDRICK JORISEN BFtlNCKEEHOFF, 

TWO WNDRED TEARS OLD. 

MR. Henry H. Brinkerhoff, of Jersey City,New Jersey, 
has in his possession a most interesting relic of his 
ancestor, Rendrick Jorisen Brinckerhoff, son of Joris 

Dircksen Brinckerhoff, our common ancestor. in the shape of 
a Malacca cane, that bars the marks of having been a stick 
of a p a t  deal of W t y  in its day. The carre is a stout one, 
thirty-six and a half inches in length, with a rather massive 
head and cap of solid silver extending about f i ~ einches fkom 
the top, and a silver ferrule. The head and cap are neatly en-
graved, the top bearing a represent,ationof St. George and the 
dragon, and the band near the base of the cap bearing the 
owner's name, "H. Joerisen." The ca,ne hns evidently seen 
consideraWeservice, but is stillin an excellent state of pressem-
ation. It suggests at once that its owner mas a man at 
least six feet in height, and of imposing proportions, as well as 
a man of importance. It was given to its present owner 
when he was two years old by his great-grandfather, Hen-
drick Y3rinkerhoff, to  whom it mas given by his (Hendrick's) 
great uncle Jacobus, the son of "H. Joerisen" Brinckerhoff 
aforesaid. It must be about two hundred years old. O m  
picture gives a fair representation of it. 



A SKETCH OF THE OLD HOMESTEAD OF HENDRICK 

JORISEK BRINCKERHOFF, AND OF THE 


OVlshrERG THEREOF. 


BY O K R  OF T H E  T R I B E .  

HE Old Homestead farm of our ancestor, Hendrick Jori-T sen BrinokerhofP, at --hat is now known as Ridgefield 
Park, in the Gounty of Bergen, and Sfateof New Jersey, 

was purchased by him by deed dated June 17, 1685, from . 
Epks Jacobsen Banta, the fist of the Banta family who came 
to  this country. It was part of a large neck or tract of land 
for which one Mrs. Sarah Kirstead, of New Pork, had a patent 
given by an old Indian Sachem iu recompensefor interpreting 
the Indian language i n to  Dutch as there was occasion, and 
which was conveyed by Mrs. Kirstead to Banta. 

It is known that the boundaries of the homestead tract 
were the Hackensack River on the west, and the Overpeck 
Creek on the east, but it is not known what were its northern 
and southern boundaries, or what was its area. When it 
fmally passed out of the hands of the fanlily in 1961, it con- ,
bined only ninety-threeacres, but after the death of Hendrick 
Jorisen Brinckerhoff there was probably a partition of the 
original tract between his sons Derick and Jacobus, and giv-
ing them each an equal share, the whole area would have 
been about two hundred acres. 

The selection of the tmt mas a most natural and judicious 
one. Here was the first high land on the Hackensack River 
onmeitherside, sailing up the stream. The luxuriatlceof vege-
table growth that has always characterized this locality must 
have well attested the superior fertility of the soil; and the 
general formation of the land was, very plainly, unusually 
well adapted for building or cultivation. These advantages, 
with its Iocation on two navigable streams and its nearness to 
the seaboard, was quite sufficient to justrfg the choice. 

Local tradition says that when Hendrick first came to pre-







pare for settlement on his new purchase, he came, accompanied 
by his two sons, in canoes, by way of the Hackensack River. 
After landing he went a little distance from the shore and 
began to cut down some trees, intending to put up a block 
house and then return to New York fur his family and goods. 
But while engaged in felliAg trees a fatal a m w  shot by an In-
dian pierced and killed his son by his side. The old man took 
up his son on his back, and with his other son fled to his boat 
and hastened back to New York. The loss of his son was so 
discouraging that he concluded to return to Holland. His 
friends, however, prevailed on him t.o remain, and, accom-
panied by a guard of friends and soldiers,hereturned, cffectd 
a compromise with the natives, and was afterwards 
unmolested. 

The killing of one of the sons is well attested in other 
ways, but the scene is generally laid in Staten Island. It is, 
however, somewhat difEcult to understand how the local tm-
dition could be so wrong in so important a matter of family 
history, with so little lapse of time for forgetfulness, and wit11 
men so peculiarly constituted as these early Dutchmen were, 
to remember 311 about just such fa&, and to recount it 
minutely and conscientiously. 

Undoubtedly Hendrick must hat-e beell the f i s t  white 
settler in that immediate'locality, thereafteTknown as Old 
Hackensack, and the Paulisons were his earliest and nearest 
neighbors. 

The first public road laid out through this tract, now 
known as the Old Hadcellsack Road, was origindIy known as 
the Queen Anne Road, indicating that it mas h id  sut some-
time between the years IT02 and 1714, m-hen that sovereign 
reigned. 

The first house b d t  by Kendrick was, of course, the rude 
block or log house of all early settlers in such regions. What 
other house was next built, its shape, size, or appearance, or 
through what architectml changes it passed, and when, m-e 
do not know; but the Homested, its location and surround-
ings,when occupied by the last Brinkerhoff owner, although 
the buildings and improvements have been clean gone for 
yeam, are well remembered by many now living, who lived 
or visited there. 



There is a tradition that these were at onetime two separate 
houses, one on the site where the homestead last stood, and 
one, an olderone (perhaps the original block house)in front to  
the south on a gentle slope to the river; one occupied by the 
father and the other by the son. 

The main part of the old homestead as it last existed, and 
as is shown by the accompanyingillustration, was erectad in 
1802. It stood facing south at the head of a gentle slope, the 
shore to the south receding quite abruptly about seventy-five 
feet, so that while the river banks about twenty-fivefeet dis-
tant westerly from the house were nearly perpendicular, and 
about ten or twelve feet in height, southerly the ground 
sloped easily to the water's edge. The main part of tbe house 
was about tm-enty-eightby thirty-two feet, a story and a ha.K 
high, with a hip roof, and a stoop with rail and baluster. 
The first story was of Gonullonbrown stone, the gable being 
hished with wooden sihg. On the west was an old 
fashioned extension of one story wit11 attic, a ceiling of naked 
beams, an old fashioned fire-place, and a shed in front ex-
tending over a rude pavement. This extension was probably 
the original homestead. The southern slope in front was 
utilized ax a garden, and enclosed with a fence, and a fence 
also enclosed the whole yard about the house and smaller 
outbuildings, except on the weshrly river front. A little to 
the east was a slight depression, through which ran a stream-
let, emptying into the liver. Right by this brook and about 
one hundred feet from the house, was an excellentspring with 
a small h o w  over it. The ham stood farther back on 
higher gropd. 

Such was the character of the Homestead buildings, when 
in 1861, Jacob A. Brinkerhoff, the great-great-grandson of 
Eiendrick Jorisen Brinckerhoff sold and surrendered the farm 
to sirangem who knew not Bendrick. 

After this, their history is a brief one. In the year 1870, 
the New Jersey Midland (now the New Pork Susquehanna 
andWestern)Railway Company located its routepartly on the 
site of the old homestead and partly to the east of it, and soon 
after began running its trains. The proximity of .the track 
necessitated the removal of one corner of the house, and, very 
n a t u d y ,  led the next year t.0 setting its roof on fire by a, 



spark from a passing engine, and then all was gone (t-hebarn 
and other buildings had gone before), all except the old 
spring whose destruction was delayed until the building of the 
New York, West Shore and BuBalo Railmad in 1888, on the 
east side of the Midland road, and then that too was swd-
lowed up and disappeared. And now, rvhere for nearly two 
hundred years our worhhy old Dutch ancestors lived their ex-
emplarg Eves inhappy md retirement, the thunder of Inore 
than half-a hundred daily trains wakes the echoes of the hiUs 
and mocks the drowsy memories of the past. 

The little we know about the successi~eowners of the Old 
Homestead is as follows : 

What we know about Hendrick is well told by General 
Brhkerhoff, in his re-unionaddress. It is probable however, 
that Hendrick had a larger fa.milythan he has generally been 
credited with. It now seems that he had at least ten children, J:-, ' 
although they may not all have lived with hhn at Old 
Ehckensaek. 

Hendrick died about 15'10, as near as is now known. 
After his death, by a deed t.hedate of which is lost, Cornelius, 
bis eldest son and heir at lam, andhis widow- Cbssie, conve~ed 
all the Old Hackensack property to his othe~'t-70 sons, Derrick 
and Jacobus. The two sonsprobably divided the premises be-
tween them by par01partition, Jacobus taking the old home-
stead portion and Derick the northerly portion. 

Jacobus Brinckerhoff, the son of Hendrick seems to ham 
inherited a good share of his father's enterp~iseand ~ezlgious 
spirit. The date or place of his birth is not certainly known, 
but it is quite probable, as he was one of the youngest of the 
chiIdren, that he was born at the old homestead. On April 
17,1708 he mawied Angenitje Banta, daughter of Hendrick 
knta,  of whose father he had bought the old homestead 
taract,and on January 2, 1709, he and his wife joined the 
church at Hackensack. h m  the church records we learn 
that when the Rev. Reinhart E~Ticksencame over from Hol-
land and became the pastor of the church at Hackensauk, 
Schmalenburgh and Passaic, the note given at -4msterdarn 
for the fare of the passage (twentypounds and extra charges) 
was paid by Jacobus Brinkerhoff and Martin Powles (Pauli-
son),as if by a previous a,peulent. Captain Payton's receipt 



for the payment is still preserved among the papers of the 
church. 

That Jacolus was a man of thrift and enterprise, is indi-
cated by his various in~estmelitsiu real estate, not only in his 
o w n  neighborhood, But at points quite remote for those days. 
For instance, we find that by a deed dated July 23, 1735, he 
and his bmther Corneliusbought ofJamb Srents,a "physitian" 
of Kewark, for Hty pounds and "divers good causes," a tmt 
of two hundred acres at Pompton, Xew- Jersey, apparently a 
tract conta,inbg au iron mine. We also fmd that he pur-
chased a tract at Closter, which he devised to his son George. 
Among his ot.her purchases, was a tract of sixty-three acres 
a,tQuacksack, a plme on the opposite side of the Hackensack 
River. This h a d  he purchased jointly with Jacob Ba,nta,July 
13, 1744. 

He tvas severd times elected to the officeof chosen free-
holder in the County of Bergen, and the presumption is fair 
that he,took an active and influential part in public affairs. 

He had five children: a Hendrick who died in infancy. 
Hendrick, George, the a~lcestorof the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
Brinkerhoffs, Jacob, and Naria, who marriedJacobRoumnan. 

He died in 1169 or 1770, and left a will devising the old 
homestead farm to his son Jacob. 

The manner in which he begins his wiU, in conformity with 
the pious formahty of those days, and in striking contrastwith 
the business brevity of more modern times, isas follows': 

"I, Jacobus Blinckerhoff, of the County of Bergen, pre-
cinct of Hackensack,Yeoman, being sometimesweak of body, 
but now of sound and perfect mind and memory, thanks be 
given to God therefor, calling to mind the mortality of my 
body, and knowing that it is appointed to all men to die, do 
make this my last mill and testament. That is to say princi-
pally and fist of all, I give and recommend my soul into the 
hands of God that first gave it, and for my body, I recommend 
it to the earth, to be buried in a Uhristain-likeand decent 
manner and at the discretion of my executors, but at the 
general resurrection I hope to receive the same by the mighty 
power of God a d  through the merits of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and as touching such worldly estate whereof it has 
pleased Ood to bless me in this life, etc." 



The clause by which he gip-es the Old Homestead to his son 
Jacob is as follows : 

"It is my will, and I do bequeath to my son Jacob Blinck-
ethuff the plantation where 1: now dwell on, called Old Hacken-
sack, on the east side of the Hackensack River, with all the 
appurtenances belonging." 

The witnesses to the will were Dirck Bhckerhoff and 
Bynier V. Giesin. 

The date of t he  will is January I f ,  1769. 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, son of Jacobus, was born at  the Old 

Homestead November 19, 1791. There is litkle to be told of 
him from what the miter has been able to learn. He mar-
ried Antje Voorhese, but t.he date is not known. OnFebruary 
28, 1745,he joined the c ? ~ ~ m hat Hackensack, and on  Novenl-
ber 23, 1749, his wife followed his example. He died in his 
prime in the year 1771,very shortly &er his father. He had 
seven children : Agnetie, who married Daniel Haring; of 
Schrmlenburgh; Lucas, whq du~ingthe war of Independence 
was taken prisoner by the British, and was confined in the 
famous Sugar House prison at New Pork; Annat je (a notice 
of whom is elsewhere given), who married John Christie, 
afternards a fellow-prisoner of the British with his brot,her-in-
law Lucns; Jaicobus, Rendrick, who became insme, and died 
a bachelor; and Albert, who got the Old Homestead, and 
George. 

From the tenor of his will he was probably suffering from 
serious illness when it was written. It is much after the 
manner of his kther's, and 'begins as follows : 

" I, Jacob Brinkerhoff, of Old Hackensack, in the County 
of Bergen, and Province of East New Jersey, Yeoman-
being much disordered and in atlliction of body, but of sound 
and disposing mind and memory, do make, constitute, and 
ordain this my last will and testament, in manner and form 
following: If it shall please God to remove me hence by my 
present indispositiox~,I recommend my soul to God who gave 
it foirnerly, relying on Him for the pardon of all my sins, 
through Jesus Christ, His only son; and my body to be 
decently interred at the discretion of my executors." 

X;Ie gives sixty pounds to his wife in lieu of dower, and 
devises his real estate as follows : 



give all my real estate bequeathed to me by the last will 
af my father Jacobus Brinkerhoff deceased, and also a piece 
of meadow which I: purchased myself, to my five sons, Lucas, 
James, Hendrick, Albert, George, their heirs and assigna for-
ever, to be equally divided, or to have the value thereof as the 
majority of my executors s b d  see fit, or the majority of my 
.smivingexecutom sh l I  deem proper." 

R e- .was evidently detmnined to have his estate well 
adnmuhred, as he appointed no less than sixexecutors:Antje, 
his wife, his brother George,his nephews Nicholas and George, 
his brother-in-lawHendrickVan Voorhisand his cousin Albert 
Banta, The witnesses were John Vanderhoof, Dav. Archi-
bold and John Powhe. 

Albert Brinkerhoff, one of the five sons to whom Jacob 
d e ~ s e dhis real -hie, in the h a 1settlement thereof by the 
exemtors, got the Old Homestead farm at Old Backen-. 
H e  was born at the Old Homestead, March 21,1763. In 1796 
he married Kwiah Voorhis. Like his ancestom he early con-
nected himself m4hh the church at Hackensack, and took an 
a c t i ~ eand earnest part in its affairs. Iu the split which took 
place in the church on the coetus and conferentie question, he 
was always, as were his father and grandfather, on the cmtus 
side. When the secession took place, which resulted in the 
organizationb o w n  as the True Refomed Dutch Church,he 
was among its leaders. In the new body he was one of the 
Melders of the churches at Hackensackand Schdtlnburgh, 
and was a member with the Rev. Dr. fioeligh of the first 
classiswhich convened in extra sessionat Danube, New Pork, 
3 tdy 15, 1823. That he and his ancestors were fairly liberal 
church members is shown by their recorded contributions to 
-therebuilding of the church at Hackensack, in 1790. In the 
MTarof Iudependence heandhisbrotherawere ardent patriots, 
and the Old Homestead must have been the scene of many an 
interesting event in those troublous times. And the good 
old Dutch vrouws, as well, stood nobly by the cause if they did 
not even surpass the men in courage and spirit. 

He died at the Old Homestead, December 8, 1844, leaving 
three children: Anna, who married David Christie; Albert 
and Jacob, to whom he deGsed the OldHomestead, describing 
it in his will as '(My Old Hackensack farm." 



Jacob A. Brinkerhoff, son of Albert, was the last owner of 
the Old Homestead in the Brinkerhoff line. He was born 
there August 6, 1802, and continued to residethere until April 
1, 1861, when he sold the whole tract containing eighty-three 
apes  to John A. Pmons, of Hackenaack, for the sum of 
$17,534, and removed ~ i f hhis family to Hackensack where he 
spent the remainder of his days. 

He was a person of tall and manly build, of a strong and 
intelligent mind (a 'smart Dutchman' as his pastor the Rev. 
C. T.Demarest once characterized him), and of a most rigid 
and uncompromising disposition in all matters of principle, 
holding most firmly to the creed of his fathers in both reLigion 
and politics. That is to  say hewas aCalvinist of the straightest 
sect, and a Democratof the Jacksonian type. He was well quali-
fied by intelligence and character to  fdl high official position, 
but was too severe and unconciIiatory or too unambitious to 
attain such honors. He never followed any other business 
than that of a farmer. He married Elizabeth Van Sam, and 
bad by her five children: Catharine, who married William 
Williams; Albert, Isaac, Keziah, who married Willia,~TITes* 
hrvelt, and Hester Ann, who married k e t  Oldis. 

From this sketch it will be seen that the Old Homestead 
continued uninterrupted y in the possession and ownership of 
Hendrick Joria Brinkerhoff and his lineal descendants from 
June 17, 1685 to  A p d  1, 1861, a period of nearly one hundred 
and seventy-sixyears. 



4 JOBIS DIRCKSEN BRlTCKERHOFF'S SECRETARY. 

ONE OF TEIE OLDEST IN AMERICA. 

I. Tllis secretary was brought to New Amsterdam by 
Joris Dircksen Brinckerho ff, the first representative of the 
famiIy in America in 1838. It is five feet six inches high, 
t h e  feet six inches wide, and twenty-two inches deep. It 
contains six dsereni  secret drawers. These drawers are of 
the size of ttvo pigeon holes, and occupy the space in the rear, 
and are drawn out by each alt-ernatedivision. In other parts 
of the secretary two drawers are taken out, and by drawing 
out the division, a secret drawer is brought forward, so much 
hidden, that a new one has quite recentIy been discovered. 
In the upper part there is a large space for silverware, =here 
the family silver mas kept secreted. This, too, has a private 
approach of its o w a  The wood of the secretary is of a Light 
mahogany color, and is very handsomeIy inlaid with satin, 
wood and ebony. 

This secretary mentioned in the wills of the family for a 
period of nearly two hundred ymm, and is Galled, in all cases, 
either "The Chest of Drawers,'' or "TheDrawers." 

It passed by the will of Tunis Brinckerhoff, who was born 
in 169'7 and Lived to he eighty-sevenyears old, to his only son 
George, and is called ''TheDrawers." My grandfather, whose 
name was George, and whose father's name was George, gave 
"The Chest of Drawers to his son Tunis," and mentions as the 
reason "because he was named after his great great-grand-
father Tunis." I have myself heard my grandfather and 
Uncle Morg, his colored family servant, both say, that the old 
secretary came from Holland, "for old grandfather Tunis had 
told them so." They were both of them young men when he 
died. GrandfatherTunis must be accepted as the very best of 
authority. He was seventeenyears old when his grandfather 
Abraham Joris died, and lived in the old Flushing Bay home-
stead with him and therefore must have known all about it. 







This ancient piece of furniture is the most precious heirloom 
af the family. It speaks of Joris Dircksen, our honored 
ancestor, and has a language of common interest to us dl. 
For more than twenty years he sat beside this desk and trans-
acted his public and private business. He brought it with 
him from Holland, and it has been kept in the family from 
that day until now. If, has been given by repeated 7 i U s  to 
the sons of the name, and has dways been an object of 
especial interest. 

It came into my possession about forty yems ago, and had 
previously been used by my gmndfather. In one drawer there 
yet remains a collection of antique knee buckles and old but-
tons of various and singular forms, spectacIes as large and as 
round as a silver dolIar, unlikc anything which has been in 
existence for genel-ations. Other drawers contain old deeds 
and maps of Iand which had been in poasesaion of the family* 
Some of them date back over two hmdi~edyears. There are 
alm old wills, bonds and obligations, which were paid wer a 
hundred and fifty years ago. The bond of Da~tielBrincker-
hoff is there without mhich he rn-o~ildsc~mcelyhave been 
identified. It holds also the handwriting of many of the older 
mernbem of the family ; the signature and much of the writing 
of Tunis, who spelled his name without the c, as did Bendrick, 
his brot.hor, and also Isaac; the signature of Joris, their fatber, 
who spelled kis name Brinkerhof. There are also papers with 
all the accounts and corrections of estates which haw been 
settled more than a hundred andBty years ago. In the papers 
of the estate of Isaac Brinckerhoff, I noticed that mention 
was made in particuIar of "the great Bible," vaIued at  either 
three or five pounds. I &ve seen the same great Bible men-
tioned in other papers, and Ihave tried to find whether it was 
still in existence. The letters received not only established its 
identitg, but supplied other information. One fact was clearly 
established, that it contained a great deal of f a d 4 4  genealogy, 
written in Dutch, and had the tradition of having been owned 
by Abraham Joris. There was one other fact revealed. 
Isaac had a son whose name was George, whose wife died in 
1847, aged ninety-six years, and the great Bible was in her 
possession. During the hter years of her life she was waited 
upon and became very much attached to a maid who had 



come from Eolland. The girl delighted to  read the great 
Bible in her own language, and the old lady, seeing her 
attachment t o  it, presented it to her. After her death the girl 
returned to Holland, and the records of the Brinckerhoff's 
crossed the sea with her. The name and residence of the girl 
codd possibly be yet; obtained. Here then is an opportunity 
for some enterprising person to find a family treasure. There 
is a lady living in PhiIadeIphia who claims to have a clock 
formerly owned by Hendrick, and Mrs. hbois ,  wife of Dr. 
Dubois, of New York City, has a chest of drawerx in good 
preservation, which she says was owned by her grandfather 
Dirck BPinckerhoff, uncle to Tunis and Hendrick, and brother 
t o  George. 

II-The oId Dr~tchBible of Theodorus Iran Wyck, giving 
his birth in 1668, and his marriage in 1693 to Margaretta, the 
daughter of Abraham Joris Brinckerhoff. It is, therefore, not 
inappropriate here. 

m.-The armchair of Tunis Biinckerhciff, grandson of 
Abraham Joris, and named after his grandfather Teunis Gys-
berts Bogaert. The small parlor chair to the left is believed to 
havebelonged t,ohis grandmother Bogaert, whose maidenname 
was Sarah Rapalje. She was born June 9, 1625, at Albany, 
where her parents then resided, and was the first white child 
born in the New Netherlands. In honor of that event, the 
Dutch authorities presented to her a tract of land, at the 
Wakboucht in Broooklp. 

TP.-A singula,rlyformed chest for valuable papers, money, 
etc. The Iock of the chest is a study in itself, and tvould give 
an expert great trouble in opening it. The chest i8 easily two 
hundred years old. T.V. W. B. 
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How the Bi-Centennial Brinkerhoff Rc-union \\-asfirst sug-
gested, and how it was afterwards organized and made a 
success is accurately told iu the following pages. But it is 
proper t o  say more particularly, that it is more than likely a 
re-union wouId not have been held if Geilerd R. Binkerhoff, 
of Ohio, from the time of its fist suggestion aBer the Get-
tysburg. meeting, had not kept urging it with untiring persist-
ency ; and it is also proper to say that credit for the organiza-
tion and success of the re-union is whofly due to  the officers 
of the Bergen County Brinkerhoff Association, assisted by the 
very efficientladies' committee that presided over the refresh-
ment department, all of said persons beiug of Brinkerhoff 
blood or connection, although some are not not so fortunate as 
t o  bear the family name. 

In additio~lto the credit to be given to those who subscribed 
the necessary funds, specid credit is due t,o Mhjor S. H. V. 
Moore, for furnishing the tent and tho band ; to Mr. Peter 
Mehrhoff for the generous and courteous manner in which he 
granted the use of the old homestead grounds, of which he is 
now the owner; and to 311. Albert B. Christie for hishospitable 
s m n d e r  of his dwelling house and premises, for the accom-
modation and ente~.tainmentof the ixumerous guests. 

Owing doubtless ta the aLsoIute novelty of such a meeting 
in the county of Bergen, tPle projectors of the re-union met at 
first with very slight encouragement, men £rum the Brinker-
hob's themselves, at least within the county, but when its 
success was demonstrated, the most gratifying interest was 
shown on d sides and the warmest a p p r o ~ dwas evoked. 

The managers d t he  re-tmion had every reason to be satis-
fied with their success. It nws greater than they expected, 
and was, in iiself, an ample reward for their labor and care. 
Toall who gave their assistance or encouragementthey extend 
grateful acknowledgement. 
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BI-CENTENNlAL B-RHOFT RE-UNION. 

ORIGIN a-DO R U ~ I z a T I O N .  

On Monday the sixth day d July, 1885,a few members of 
the Brinkerhoff family in the County of Bergen and State. of 
New Jersey, met at the Court House at Hackensack in said 
county, for the purpose of considering the holding of a family 
re-union in the month of August ensuing. A+,this meeting a 
Bergen County Brinkerhoff Association was organized, with 
John H. Brinkerhoff, president ; Cornelius Christie, secretary; 
Stephen H. TT. Moore, treasurer;and James D. Brinkerhoff, 
Henry E. B r b k e r M ,  Andrew H. Brinkerhoff, Harvey Iser-
man and Jacob B. WiUiamg executive committee; and it was 
also resolved to hold a preliminary meeting at said Court 
House on July 15, at 6 F. M., to arrange for such re-union. By 
direction of the association h~htionsto  such meeting 
were sent to Brinkerhoffs generalIy living in or near the 
County of Bergen, and in response thereto about a dozen per-
sons assembled at the time and place appointed. -4 sufficient 
s u m  having been then and there subscribed to warrant the 
undertaking, it was definitely resol~edto hold the re-union;to 
hold it on the 27th day of August then next, and to  hold it on 
the old homestead grounds of Hendrick Jorisen Bpinkerhoff, 
at Ridgefield Park in said county. It was further determined 
to have a meeting of all who could conveniently attend, every 
Wednesday evening until the day k e d  for the re-union. At a 
subsequent meeting the follorving invitation circular was 
adopted and directed to be sent by each member of the associ-
ation to every Brinkerhoff whose address could be ascwtained. 

INVITATION. 

BRINKERHOFF RE-UNION* 
To nt-I of the &dnker7mffanaiJ#, by name w M m d  eevtytchwe, greding : 

The memhrs of the BrinkerhoE f d y  inthe county of Bergen and State 
of New Jermy, have arranged to hold a re-union at Ridgefield Park {formerly 
known as Old Hackensack), in stLid county, on Thursday, the 27th day of 
August of this year (1885). 

The place chmn for tlie r&union i~ a part: of what was formerly the 
homestead farm of Hendrick Sorisenlh-hkerhoff, the commonancestor of a 
large proportion of the Brinkerhoff family in this country, and the farm waa 
purchased by him from Epke Jacobsen Banta {the father of alI the Bantas 



in this mc$ion)by deed bearing date June 17,1885-just-hro hundred years 
ago in June hi. 

On this farm Hendrick Jorisen Brwerhoff aettled at the time of said 
purchaee, he being thefirst Brinkerhoffwho settled in the present limits cf 
Bergen County, and the farm being the fist plaoe where ahy Brinkerhoff 
aettled in t-hese limits. And here some of his direct descendants, af the 
Brinkerhoff name, continued to reside as proprietors, down to the year 1861 
--m uninterrupted ownership and occupancy ofomr 175 yeam. 

Hendrick dorisen Brinkerhoff emigrated from Holland to this country in 
the year 1638-comhg with his father, Joris Dirchen Brinckerhoff, the com-
mon ancestor of aIl the Brinkerhoffsnow Iim in the United States. 

He first settled with his fat,hcrls family on Staten Lrhd, and afterwarda 
on Long Island,in the Stateof New York. 

In I677 he purchased a tract at Bergen, now a part of Jemey City, in this 
State, on which tract some of his desoendants s t i i  redde. 

In 1679 he johedwith tt few other Dutchmen from Bergen, and purchased 
the Indian title t,o the site of ~~-llat soonis now Parsnic City, in this State, buk 
afterwards he abandoned that purchase, and secured the Old Hackenaack 
farm tlbove mentioned, for hiapermanenthorns. 

Abraham, a brother of Hendrick, settled with his father on T40ngIsland, 
and has Ieft numerous descendants, most of whom spell their name Bnkck-
erhoff, 

Aaltje, a sister, married William Tan Cowenhoven, and many persons 
by the name of Cowenhoren or Conover, and coming from those families, in 
differelit parts of the country, trace their descent from her. 

The Rrinkerhoffs have obeyed so diligently the sc~ipturalinjunction 
"increase and multiply,"that it has been estimated there are now living in 
this country fire or dx thowand peraons, all deaeeadants of Joris Dircksen 
Brinckerhoff abo~enamed. 

But better tbau mere numbers is the highly honorable record the family 
has made for civic and Christian rirtues--a record of which every Brinker-
hoff has good reason to be proud. 

Come, then, one and all, from far and near. wherever you may be, of 
Brinkerhoffname or blood, come, and Ietus make the day of our re-union a 
happy and a memorable one. 

Dated Bergell Couuty, Jdy  29, 1885. 
JOHN H. BMNKERHOFF, 

R . d s 1 a t .  
By order of the Bergen County Brink-


erhoE Executive Committee. / 


In accordance with the direction of the Association, an 
ample supply of these circulars was printed, and a large num-
ber of them was distributed. 

af ter  the meeting of July 15, the labors devolvedupontwo 
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or three members of the Association, who met weekly, 
according t o  the original asra~gement,until Monday, August 
I?, when about twenty Brinkerhoff ladies met at the Court 
House at Aackenssck in the afternoon and organized for the 
soIution of the refreshment problem by electing Mrs. Jacob A, 
Brinkerhoff president, Mrs. Abram De B a n  vice-president, 
and Mrs. Jacob B. Williarns secretary. 

The sagacity and enthusia~mwith which the ladies entered 
into the affair gave it a new pledge of suecoss, and their part 
of the re-unioii was managed with remarlcable skill from the 
h t .  

At a late meeting, just previous to  the re-union, Mr. John 
H. Brinkerhoff was appointed to preside oTerthe exercises,with 
Mr. James D.Briukerhoff as vice-president. The programme 
of exercises \\-as refemd to a conmlittce, and the follo~~+ing 
general committees of gentleme11 and ladies were appointed 
for the oecasioii : 

C O M I l I T T E E S .  
-

CtERTLEIEF. 
JOK~'H.BR~KKERHOFF,  - - - Presirlent. 
JAMESD. ~ R I N ~ E R E O F F ,  - - - - - - - Vice-president. 
C O R ~ I U SCHRISTIE, - - - - - - - Secretary. 
YAJORS. H. IT.'.Ioorr~, - - - - - - - Treasurer. 

Gapt. H. E.BrinHerhoE, CoI, Jas. I-.Xooro, ,--

Capt. Jaines Christie, Isaac J. Brinkerhoil, 

Andrew H.Brinkerhofr, Jacob 3.Williams, 

Rev. Harvey berman, John Rrinkerhuff, 

Wiuiam Brinkerhoff, Abram De Baun, 

David A. Chriatie, Andrew S.Briukerhoff, 
William H. B~inkerhoff, Edward Stagg. 

LADIES. 

MRS. JACOBA.B R I N ~ ~ H O F F ,  - - - - President. 
MRS ABRAMDEBAUN, - - - - - - - lTice-President. 
3 l a s . J a c o ~ B . W ~ ~ ,  - - - - - Secretary. 

Mrs. flomeyn Brinkerhoff, Mrs. David Christie. 

Mrs. Garrett R.Oldis, Mrs. Jas,D. BrinkerhoE, 

Mm. II. E. BrinkerhoE, XTB.John Ackerman, 

Mrs. G. R. Alyea, Mrs. A. H. Brinkerhoff, 

4Lrs. A. S.Brinkerhoff, Mrs. Garret Van Winkle, 

Mrs. E. A. Berry, Mrs. John Brinlierhoff, 

Miss Hattie Brinkerhoff, 3 h s Emma Christie, 

X i ~ sAnna B,Christie, Mias E. M. Brinkerhoff. 

Mim Rate B.Brinkerhoff, 3Iiyg Minnie Christie. 




THE RE-UhTON. 

August 27, the day of the re-union opened most auspiciously, 
and was bright and plaasant throughout, and the Old Home-
stead grounds at Ridgefield Park presented such a scene of 
activity and gayety as, it, is safe to say, they had never before 
known in aIl their h i s h v .  

The handsome tent, pitched in just the right spot, midway 
between the public road and the river, with the nationalcolors 
floatingat its top, flags flying from poles planted on. the site 
of the Old Homktead on the river banks, and of the spring 
near by, the river itself in its placid beauty, with now and 
then a passing schooner cleaving its way so peacefully and 
leisurely, contrasted with the hum and hurry of flying trains, 
one right on the heels of another, on the twin railroads on its 
banks ; on one side the &e modem resiclence of Mr. Peter 
Mehrhoff, and on the, other the antique dwelling house and 
outhouses of Mr. Albert B. Christie, with t h e  crowd of peopIe 
arri*ng by train or in carriages, and meeting and m i ~ gin 
happy intercourse, all in the light of a sweet summer's day, 
made a most delightful picture. 

knd.the accommodations provided by the association were 
ampleand excellent. The tent was 40x 80 feet in size, floored 
throughout, with a large phtform at each end, and just nicely 
held the number that was present. One of the large barn 
buildings of Mr. Albert B. Christie, 26 x 48 feet in size, had 
been transformed into a convenient dining saloon for the 
occasion, and decked with greens and flags,with its gener-
ously furnished and tastily set tables, gracefully attended by 
the fair members of the committee, looked quite inviting, and 
answered its purpose admirably, while the old-fashioned 
dwelling house was £reely opened to all who chose to acceph 
its hospitality. Carriages were provided for the cor~venience 
of pests, and the Reception Committee were ready at all 
times to render any needed sen~ice. 

The guests began to arrive about 10 a. M., the hour h e d  
for the openi~~g,and after that continued to stream in during 
the remainder of the day. Each train on the New York, Sus-
quehrtnna and Western Railroad seemed to bring its car full, 
a,ndcarriage after carriage kept depositingits happy loads. 



A book was opened in the tent for the registry of the 
Brinkerhoffs present, and all through the day the fajr attend-
ants, Miss Ida C. Moo1.e and her assistants, were kept more 
than busy in taking the names of those eager to register. 

Drake's Zouave Regiment Band, of Elizabeth, N. J., 
furnished the music, and their stirring strains at interrals 
gave a very desirable variety to the proceedings. 

At about noontinle the reheshments began to be served, 
and all were generously and gracefully attended to in turn, 
without a jar, and with baskets fuH of fragments o-ver. 

Just before the time appointed for the exercise-about 9.30 
P. M.--MY. wilIimn~, the Hackensack photographer. took two 
excellent pictures of the ztssenlbled crowd with the tent for a 
background. 

A very neatly printed programme was then distributed and 
eagerly seized by the now thorough1y interested audience, 
the title page bearing the famiry coat of a~msuith it,s noble 
motto "Cor~stccnsfides et integritas," a handsomely painted 
copy of which belonging to Mrs. Rev. G. w. Feqpson, of 
Sing Sing, N. Y., had been brought to the re-union, and was 
hung up in the tent, attracting much at.tentionand admiration. 

TAE EXERCISES. 

At the appointed time the meeting was called to order by 
the president, John H. Brinkerhoff, and the exercises began, 
the officers and speakers occupying the platform at one end of 
the tent and the band occupying that at the other end. 

By courtesy of the meeting, Abrahmn S, Jackson, Esq., of 
Jersey City, took the platform for a few moments, and 
explained a genealogical chart, prepaxed by him,showing his 
Brinkerhoff origin, evoking from the audience a brief but 
spirited talk about the true spelling of the family name. 

The regular exercisss were then given a.s folio%-s: 

INV~ATIONby the Rev. Christian Brinkerhoff, of West 
Farms, N. Y. 

W S I C  BY THE BAND. 



OPENIP-G ADDXESS BY THE PRESIDENT, MR. JOEN H. BRTfmR-
HOFF, OF RLDGEFDZU, BERGEN CO., N. J. 

Mu BBEXKEIEHO~ AKD SISTERSBROTHERS : L13 the name of 
the Bergen County Brinkerhoffs I give you all a hearty 
weIcome to this re-mion, and o w  welcome is extended as well 
to our neighlmrs and friends m-ho meet with us. 

Let Ine tell you how t.his re-union has come to pass. 
About a year ago a Brinkerhoff Reunion was held at Gettys-
burg, Pennsylvania, at which I had the honor to be present as 
an invited guest. It was a very' pleasant and interesting 
gat,hering and as t,hese Gettysburg Brinkerhoffs are an 
offshoot from our Bergen County branch, their success natu-
rally suggestedthe thought of a re-union at the Old Home here. 
Then some one, who had been studying the famiIy history, sug-
gested that as 16% m-asthe year in which Hendrick Jorisen 
Brinkerhoff, our Bergen County ancestor, first settled here, the 
year 1885-just two hundred years later-would be an appro-
priate time to have our Bergen County Re-union. And that 
is how we are here to-day. 

But where are m-eB Why here, on the Old Homestead 
Grounds of Hend~ickJoriselz, our Bergen County ancestor, 
who p~irchasedthis farm June 17, 1685. Here, where this tent 
stands, wo are within three or four hundred feet of where the 
old homeshad stood on the river's bank, within ten or fifteen 
feet of where the old barn stood, just socth of the lane that led 
from the public road, known as Queen h e ' s Road, to  the 
homestead, and about three hundred feet south of the site of 
hoinestead of Derick, the son of Hendrick Joris, where you 
now see the handsome residence of Mr. Peter Mehrhoff. 

Here is not oldy the plwcs where my ancestor Hendrick 
Joris and his son Cornelius lived, but where my maternal 
grandmother and her father, Jacob Brinkerhoff, and her 
grandfather, Jambus Brinkerhoff, also lived. 

For my claimtorepresent the Brinkerhoffs is adouble one, 
as Icome from Hendrick Joris both though his sons Cornelius 
and Jambus-through Cornelius on my father's side and 
Jacobus on my mother's side. 

The Old Homestead which stood about Hty feet from the 
r ivds  edge, and was just grazed by the New Jersey Midland 



Bailroad, when that was bust about 1870, was shortly after-
wards destroyedby fire,caught from a passing train. 

My own home, where myself and mg- ancestors have lived 
for about one hundred and fifty years continuouslj-, at  what 
is now known as Ridgefield, but was formerly known as 
English Neighborhood, is distant easterly abed one mile horn 
where we are now standing. Wy home is now t h e  oldest 
Brinkerhoff Homestead in the county of Bcrgen. 
' This pIme where me are holding our r e - d o n ,  now 
known as RidgefieId Park, was formerly known as Old 
Haickensack. 

So you all see where m-eare, and m~hywe are here. 
Again. Ibid you all welconle, and hope you may find it 

good and pleasant to have come to this re-union. 

SUKG OF TITTLOME. 

Written for the occa.sion by a descendant of Rendrick 
Jarisen Brinkerhoff, Bergen Co., N. J. 

1. Brothers and Sisters, Kinsfolk all, 4. Who tu'ice one hundredyears ago. 
Come join our twice-cetermid, With that far thought thatprophcts blow, 
Let this- ~ h d  Chose tLis most [air m d  benuteaus pbce.reunion be, 

Beneath our old ancestral tree. To make a Mecca for hi8race. 


2. 	Come, sing t.hepraise of mort,hiest sires, 5, And as upon this hallmd pound, 
And of their lrrowswho kepl the rircs 111 kiwhip's nume we jiltther rourid, 
Of home-born -cirtwsever bright. Be this  our pledge and purpose hiph. 
With faithful love's celesthllight. With 3cndrick's rirtuous deeds to vie. 

3. OrRenrlrlck George we'll proudly slog, 5. And may rre nu a happy band, 
And to hfa name our praises bring, G ~ t h e rat last in that fair Imd, 
Whore skill and murage, faith and zeal, Whwe HeodricYs faithful sreps did tend, 
R a e  worth and wisdom --ellreveal. In hlext rsunion ne'er tn end. 

WfMT WE KNOW ABOUT HENDHICK. 

''Two hundred years ago, on t,he s e w nteenth of Junc, 1685, 
Hendrick JoPise BrinkerhoE, M e  common ancestor of nr:orlg all 
of the New Jerscy,Pennsylvania, Central New York and Wcst-
ern Brinkerhoffs, became the owner of the lands upon which we 
have now gathered; and now, for the tlrst time, his descendants, 
like the prodigd son,havecome t o  themselves sufEciently to assem-
ble together in honor of their great ancestor. I say great ances-
tor, not because lve lolow very much about him, but because from 
.$ho glinipses we get of him in the historic vistas of two hundred 



Tears ago, and from the impress he left upon his immedia.te 
descenda,nt&,it is very evident he was one of the foremost of the 
early giants who gave direction t o  the currents of civic and 
religious life in this section of t l ~ cNew World. 

The muter of every community of Dutchmen in those early 
days mas the cllurch. Lke Abmham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and Moscs, whose names they delighted to bestow upon their 
cllildren, the first thing they thought of in removing to a new 
place n-asthe establishment of a,naltar of worship to the  God of 
their fatllers, and so we find our ancestor Hendrick, within a few 
months of his arrival here,uniting wit-h obhers infounding the 
church at Hackensack which from that day t o  the present has 
remained a benediction t o  the St;ate. 

Upon the roll ofmembers who organized that church, the first 
two names am those of our ancestors Eendrick Jorise and his wife 
Claasie Cornelcse. 

In those days a signature consisted of the baptismal name 
only, and the name of the fa.ther. Hendrick Jorise meant Henry, 
son of George Brinkerhoif, and Claasie Co~nelesemeant M s s a ,  
da,ughterof Cornelius Roomgaert. 

From the ofieid records of deeds it would seem that our ances-
iar, for several years before his actual settIement here, had con-
templated a removal from Long Isla-ndto New Jersey, for we 
find, as stated in your letter of invitation to this re-union, that 
in 1677 he pr~rchaseda tract of land st Bergen, now a part of 
Jerse~LYty, in this State, on which somc of his dexendzLnts skill 
reside. In 1669 he joined with a few other Dutchmen from 
Bergen, and purchased the Indian title to the site of what isnow 
Passaic Gty, in this State, but soon afterwards he abandoned 
that purchase and secuwd the Old Hackensack farm, upon which 
we a,re now assembled, for his permanent home. Possibly he 
may have resided for a time upon the Bergen purchase, but thus 
far 1haveno certain evidence of it. 

When Hendrick settled upon this place u-herewe now are,he 
must have been at least fifty-five years old. We know that this 
father's family consisted of three sons and a daughter, in the 
following order, viz: Derick, Hendrick, Abraham, and Aeltie, and 
we know that Abraham was born in 1632. The family ca.me to 
New Amsterdam in 1638, and all the children were born in 
Holland. 

It is evident, thorefore, that Hendrick was born prior to 1632, 



and probably about 1630,which would make him fifty-fire ymrs 
a18 when he came to reside upon the Hackensack farm. 

The prime of his life, therefore, was spent upon Lwg Island, 
and consequently by searching the records there, 1hai-enodoubt, 
we shall hear of him frequently, for be 3%-s a man of mark 
wherever he went. 

A hasty glance through a book 1 found in the library of thc 
Long Island Historic:al Society, entitled <'The Early Settlers of 
Kings County " (page 491, gave me the followmg items of infor-
mation : 

Hendrick Jorise Brinkerhoff married Cbasie Cornelese Boom-
gsert, of Middlervout, Flushing. Name on Indian deed 01 Flush-
ing of 1670, and on assessment roll of 16T5. Member of the 
Hempstead Assembly of 1665, from Flushing, and s magistrate 
of said town in 1662, '63 and '73. Removed from Flushing t o  the 
Eastern Branch of the Hackensack H i ~ e r ,New Jersey, where he 
bought land June 16, 1686. His descendants in Bew Jersey some-
times write their names Blinckerhoff. Issue Susannah, baptized 
.January, 1661; married Roelof Van Der Linde, of Hackensack ; 
OorneIius ma~riedAegie Vreeland and ~~esidedat Hackensack; 
Derick of Hackensack married Margaret Sebo Ban& ; and Jaco-
bus of Hackensack, baptized RIarch 29, 1685, married Ange-
niette Banta." ' .. . 

It is evident, therefore, that in Long Is1and, rather than in New 
Jersey, we must look for historic traces of our ancestor, for in 
Long Island the more active part of his life wlts spent. After 
coming to this re-union I received authentic e~iiieneethat Hen-
drick was one of the early magistrates of the county of Be~gen,  
and this morning I ~~eceireda copy of his commission, which is 
as follows : 
"The Governor and Proprietorsof the Provhce of East New 

Jersey : To all persons t o  whom these presents skall come, 
greeting : Whereas, amongst other actsof the General Assembly 
of this Province, it  is enactad that in evsyy town in and'through-
out this Provillce them shall be a court held monthly on the first 
Wednesday of e17ery month, for the determination of all causes 
and cases of debt or trespass ~v$er%titles of land are not concerned, 
t o  the value of forty shillings, or under, by three persons without 
a jury. 

"Now, know ye that we have commissioned and appointed 
Hendrick Jouresen (and two others) Justices of the Peace, all of 
Hackensack, in the county of Bergen, gentlemen, the persons and 



cornmissioners during our pleasure hhear a.nddetermine all and 
elveryof the causes and cases above mentioned, which shall o r  
may happen in the said tom-n of Hackensack and the limits, lib-
erties and precincts thereof ; and they, or any two of them, to do, 
act and perform all and every the things,powers and authorities, 
which by the said acts are prescribed or directed t o  be donc, acted 
and performed and a,cccordingto law and justice.

* P * * At * * 
"Given under our hmd and sea.1of the said .Psovjnce the fifth 

day of Februa,ry,in the fiftll year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord a,ndLad-Willia,mand Mary over England, etc., King and . 
Queen, hnno Domini, 1693. 

AND.HAMILTOX,LSeal.1 
By- the  Governor's Command. 

THOS.GORDON, 
Dcputy Sect'y." 

It is very possible therc a,rein this neighborhood, in old chests 
and garrets, old letters and documents written in the Dutch 
language, wliicl~,i f  brought to the light, would give us la,rge 
information, and I hope they will be hunted up and examined. 

Forty yea.rs ago, in the old homestead upon this very farm 
where we now I know there were two old chests which ca'me 
down from our a.ncostor, and were filled with documents which 
would have throm a flood d light 11ponhistory. Unfortunately, 
these chests and theirprecious contents have disappeared, but it 
does not seem possible thal; any one would have -wantonly de-
stroyed them, and I a.mstill in hopes that some of them will get, 
turn up. 

Forty years ago, on the 26th day of December, 1544, the Rev. 
Cornelius T.Demrest, then tho pastor of Hackensack and En-
glish neighborhood Churches, wrote a letter to our kinsman, the 
Hon.Jacob Brinlrerhoff, of 3Iansfield, Ohio, and then a member 
of ~ong r&s ,  in which he gives a great dcal of information in 
remrd t o  the Brinkel.hoff family. A copy of this letter is in my 
possession. 

He says : "Agreeably to your request, and as soon as my 
duties permitted, I weal; to the old home. JacobBrinkwhoff,son 
of Albert, who resides there now with his mother and who I 
expect; will inherit the old site, permitted me to examine the old 
papers. They are contained in t w o  small chest6. One of them 
contains the papers of Jacob, the father of Albert, hjs title deeds, 



last will, atc. The othcr small. chest, the sight of wllich would 
have delighted the eyes of an a,ntiquarian, for i t s  appearance as 
enough to carry one's thoughts back to the times of he first setr 
tlernent, contained the oldest writings on paper ant1 parchment, 
T examined them with ewe. Some of them were almost dofaced 
and some rlsvoured by the frequent perusal of that severe critic-
the moth insect." 

After several pages of manuscript describing this farm and its 
early historic surroundings, Be sags : "The narne of your ances-
tor was Hendrick Jorise Brinckerhoff. The orthography is with 
the '' c " in the earliest dqcuments. As we approach our times 
the is occasionally omitted and then again resumed andc i C 3 :  

finally dropped altogether." 
In a title deed dated Nay 1, 1707, sixth of Queen Anne, he i s  

called Hendrick Jorise Blinckerhoff. The "1" is cvidenkly a vu1-
gar mistake, and not usual in the present day. 

I find but one signature of the first settler, and that is Hen-
drick Jorise. Sorise is a contraction of Soris-soon;that is George's 
son. So the sons of Hendrick write Hendrickse, after their bap-
tismal names. 

T h e  oldest title deed in the collection bears date June 17, 1685. 
It is from Epke Jacobue, who, I conclude, was a Ranta, as I find 
it subsequently in that connection. 

Further on he says : Hendrick Jorisc, if; seems, died without 
a will. His widow is called Classie, i. s., aarissa, according to 
many, but I rather think i6 is  the feminine of Class,or Bauta 
Claus, the tutelary saint of the oId Hollanders. Claa,s,you know, 
is Nicholas, a Greek nomen, abbreviated. 

The ddest son'of Hendrick lived at Communipaxv, and mas  
called Cornelius, and in a certain deed, the date of which I can-
not decipher, he is called the heir-st-law. According to this deed 
the widow and hei~at-law,for £500, New York silver money, sell 
to the two brothers, Derick and Jacobus, living at Old Hacken-
sack, all their claims on the Hackcnsack property. 

The commonly receiwd idea that Hendrick did not long sur-
vive his purchase, as stated by Riker in The Annals of New-
to~n,is not borne out by the official documents. In the first 
volume of deed records at  Hackensack, page 31, there is a deed 
recorded in which, under date of February 4, 160S,in rei,gn of 
Queen Anna, Hendrick Jorsen Blinckerhoff conveys to his so11 
CorneIius the Bergen tract heretofore referred to, and in 1712 
there is a release of dower upon this Gract by his ~vidowCIaasic. 



It is evident, therefore, that Hendrick died between 1708 and 
1712, and must, have been about eighty years old. After his 
death his widow seems t o  have resided with Cornelius, the oldest 
son, at Bergen, where it seems probable that Hendrick first 
settled in New Jersey. 

Dominie Demarest, in his letter to Judge Brinkerhoff, says: 
Old John Brinkerhoff (Ispoke of him before)related t o  me gears 
a,go (say thirty), that the first Brinkerhoff who came from Hol-
land to New York settled on Long Island. From the~ehe moved to  
Bergen, not Liking it on Long Island. The oldest son of your 
ancestor certainly lived at Bergen, aqd his mother Claasie wit,h 
him. 

Of course this refers to Hendrick. His father, Joris Derick. 
son, rerna,ined on Long Island, where he died January 16, 1661. 
His brother Abpaham ako remained on Long 'Cslmd,where he 
was the progttnitor of the B-r-i-n-c-k-erhoffs. 

IIIco~ltinuanceof the foregoing statement Domiuie Demarest 
says: Old John Brinkerhoff rehteted to me this incident: When 
p u r  a,ncestorleft Holland his father (more Likelyhisgrandfather), 
presented him a- silver cup of elegant workmanship, and had 
engraved upon it "Bendrick Joris." This cup fell into the hands 
of Cornelius, the eldest son of your ancestor, who lived at Corn- , 
munipaw, Bergen, and one of the name used it as a cider mug. 
Old John had oftcn seen it standing on the stoop. It .rms finally 
sold at auction with othcr property of t he  last owner upon his 
decease, and was bought by some one and prssent4 to the old 
English Neighborhood Church as a sacraments-l cup. It wa,s 
about eight or ten inches high: of fine form,no handles, elegantly 
flowered, etc. I have often handled it from 1813 to 1834,when I 
removed to New Pork, where I was minister of the King Street 
church fifteen years. 'Thiscup wit.h other church property fell 
into the hands of our enemie-5. 1 made inquiry about it the other 
day. They had sold it for old silver (the vandals !) and procured 
two others in its place. 

As already stated, Hendrick married Claa,sie, daughter of 
Cornelius Boomgaert, of Middlewout, Flushing Township, Long 
Island. They had six children a.sfollows, and all born on Long 
Island: 

1.-Geerkje, born February 20, 1670. 
9.-Margrietje, born June 13, 1671. Mhrried Matt~*sDeMott, 

of Kingston, May 6, 1705. United wit11 Hackensack Church 
October 5,1701. , 



3.-Cornelius, born in Middlewout, L. I. Marriecl Aegie 
Vreeland May 24, 1708. lhed September 1,1770, aged ninety-
seven years. He was sometimes called Cornelius Rendricksan 
Van BTinkerhoff. He united with the Hackensack Churcl~April 
8, 1699. 

4.-Joris, died February S ,  1692. 
5.-Dirck, united with the Hackensack Church Spril S, 

1699. Married first Xargrita Sibese Bsnta October 31, 1503; 
second -%bigailAckermsn October, 1733. 

6.-Jacobus, married Augenitje, daughter of Hendrick Banta, 
April 17,1708. Re and all of his family were members of the 
Hackensack and Schraalenburg Churches. 

Cornelius, as we ha~+ealready seen, settled on the Bergen 
property, and Derick and Jacobus took the homestead. The 
children of these brotlzcrs, with s singlc exception so fitr as I can 
learn, settled in Bergen County, and their descendants for the 
most part have alwaj-sremained in this ~ q c i n i t ~ .Quitea large 
number are in Xeu7 Yorl; City or Brooklyvn, and a fcm- zre in 
other States, but the larger proportion, I judge, are still in New 
Jersey. 

The exception referred t o  above was that of Joris,the eldest 
son of Jacobus, who with his sever1sor~sremoved to the  ricinitj- of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvani.~,in Adams County, in 1770, where s 
large number of his descendants still reside. Four of th~l j~!sons 
subserpently (horn 1593 to 1800) rernoved t~Cayuga Co~mty,Nc-rv 
Yoi-k. ;111of thcse sons (with s single cxception) had large fami-
lies, and from them are descended nearly all of the Brin1:erhotfs 
west of New Jepsey and the Hudson river. 

The B-r-i-n-c-kerhoffs who are descendants of bhraham, the 
brother of Hendrick, have mrelg wandered amFayfrom the valley 
of tho Hudson, These two family streams, although running in 
parallel lines so n a r  together, have rarelycommingled, and, until 
recently,have rlot acted as if there was any kinship between them. 

Hereafter, I t,rrust,this condition of affairs will not continue, 
and that from this bi-centennial re-union we sha,llrecognize each 
other as brethren, and cordially unite in preserving the family 
history and traditions so honorable to us all, a,nd in creating and 
maintaining that esprit de corps so essential t o  the continuance 
of the family virtues. 

We are now in the tenth generation of Brinkerhoffs in dmer-
ica, and there are now several thousands of the name or biood 
upon American soil, and I am very sure t,hat there is not another 



fa,mily upon the Continent that can produce a larger percentage 
of men and women who are bewr citizens or more loyal tm God 
and their countrjr. 

C)f the thousands of our name who have come and gone 
tl~roughthese ten genemtions, not a single one, so far as I have 
been able t o  ascertain, has ever been convicted of a,breach of any 
criu~ina,lla-w,and it is very rarely that I have heard of one as 
either defendant or plainhilT in any civil acion. 

In every depa,rtment of huma,n acGi%-ity,either of body or 
mind, the Brinkerhoff name bas honorable position or record, and 
1 t rust  it  will be no fault of ours if thisshowing is not maintained 
and enlarged in the genemtions which shall come after us. 

WThereHendrick was buried we do not know, but probably in 
t.he cemetery adjoining the church of which he ma-sone of the first 
members and officers. 

The oldest headstone in that cemetery, which h..s a legible 
inscription is marked with the iiiitials H. B. and 1713. Whetiher 
that means Hendrick Rrinkerhoff I do not know. If it can be 
authenticated as such, we ought to supplement it n%h a monu-
ment in enduring granite, and insc~ibeupon it the old family 
motto : Constar~s$des et integritas," which so fittingly em-
bodies tho character of the man. 

!l3le descendants of the ~ol l a ,n&rswho founded the Now 
Xetherla.nrlsought long agoto have maintained the pre-eminence 
of Weir fathers among the founders of the Great Republic in the 
New- World. 

It is proper a.nd right tlia,t the Pilgrims of Plymouth Rock 
should reccioe all the credit to which they are entitled, but it 
should be remembered tha.t all tha,twas best in the political SJ-s-
tern t,heyestablished in New England they learned in Holland, 
and that the bigotry and intolerance which mars their history 
came from England and was uever manifested in the sligl~test 
a,rnolgthe tolerantDutchmen upon the Hudson. 

Itwas the countrymenof William the Silent and John of Barne-
veld, and not tlie refugees of English tyranny that furnished the 
ideas of liberty and equality which shaped the destinies of the 
New MTorld. 

All honor then to Holland, the Little Gia,ntiof the salted seas, 
m-ho single-handed and alone gave refuge and protection fo the 
persecuted Protestaxits of oI1 Europe, and furnished t o  America 
khose seeds of liberty which have grown into the institutions under 
which we live in happiness to-day. 



All honor t0 Hendrick Jorise Brinkerhoff who, as one among 
the first of the sons of Holland who came to America, and who 
aided toestablish in the New World an a-sylum for the oppressed 
rnilIions of the old, and who by his life and example gave to his 
descendants an inheritance of "faith and inkegrity," which is 
their richest treasure today? 

To be an administratorof the laws in the Nerv Netherlands under the con-
trol of our Dutch ancestorsWWInot only aresponsibIe, but a serious business. 
T l l i s  is very clearly indicated by the following translation of the opening 
prayer of the Burgomasters and Schepens oE the Rorough of New Amster- 
dam,A. D. 1653, aspublished in the historical magazine for June, 1867: 

0 ! God of Wads, a d  Lord of Lords, and hea~eniyand merciful Father, 
me thank Thee that Thou hast not only created us in Thine own image, but 
that Thou received us as Thy children md guests, when we were lost. And 
in addition to all this, it has pleased Thee to place us in the government of 
Thy people in this place. 
0 ! Lord, our God, we, Thy wretched creatures, wknowtedge that we are 

not worthy of this honor, and that we have neither strength nor sufficiency 
t o  discharge the trust committed to us, except Thou uonchsafe to us Tlly 
assistance. 

We beaeech Thee, 0 Fountain of all good gifts,qndify us by Thy grace, 
that we may, with fidelity and righteousness, ser-i-ein our respectire offices. 
To thin end enlighten our darkened understandings,that w e  may be able to 
distinguishthe right from the rvrong-the truth from falsehood; and that w e  
may give pure a ~ d  eye upon Thy word asuncorrupteddecisions, having an 
a sure piide, giring to the simple wisdom and kuowledge. 

Let Thy Son be a light unto our'feet and a lamp unto our path, so that 
we may nemr turn away from the path of righteousness. 

Deeply impress on all our minds that we are accountable,not to man, but 
unto God, who seeth and heareth xU things. Let all respect of persons be 
far removed from us, that we may award justice unto the aick and the poor, 
unto friends and enemies, to residenh and st rang el^, according to the law of 
trutb; and that not one of us may in any instance swerve therefrom. 

And since gifb do blind the eym of the wise and destroy the heart, there-
fore keep our hearts in judgment. G m t  unto us also, that me mag not 
rashly prejudga any one without a hearing; but that we patiently hear ths  
parties, and gire them time and opportullity for defending themselves; in 
aU things looking up to Thee and to Thy word for come1 and direction. 

Graciously incline our hearts that wemay exercise the power which Thou 
hast given us, to the general good of the community, ta the mintenance of 
the churchss; that we may be a praise to them that do well, and a terror t o  
evil doers. 

Incline also the hearts of the subjects unto due obedience; so that 
through their respect and obedience our burdens may be made the Iighter. 



Thou knou.e~it,Oh Lord ! that the wicked and the ungodly do g e n d y  
contemn and trmgrese Thine ordinmces; wherefore clothe us with 
strength, courage, fortitude and promptitude; that we may, with all due 
earnestness and zeal, be ~teadfastunto t h e  death agnst  dl sins and mis-
demeanors. 

Oh, good and gracious Bod, command Tby bleaeing upon all our resolu-
tions,that they m y  be rendered effectufand redound to ths honor d Thy 
great and holy name, to the greatest good of the t r u a t s  committed to u s ,  and 
to our salvation. 

Hear and m e r  us, O h  Graciona God, in these our petitione, and in all 
that Thou seest we need, through the merits of J e w  Christ, Thy beloved 
Son, in whose name we thus conclude our prayer : c 6  Our Father, who art in 
Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this d a ~our daily bread, and forgive us o w  
debt# a~ we forgive our debtors; and lead usnot into temptation, but deliver 
US from evil, for t-hineis the kingdom, and the power, and the gIorg forever. 
Amen" 

InHolland the name i~spelled Brinkerhoff, and the "c " has never been 
known. In March, 1853,I wrote to David Eckstein; the American Consul of 
Amsterdam (anOhio man), and requeeted him, ifpo~sible,to put me into 
communication with some one iu Holland of my name. By i d of the 
Government oflcjals he was ahIe to give me the names of Antonie Frederick 
Brinkerhoff, and Evert Jm Brinkerhoff, of  the city of Zutphen, in the 
ProPince ofGelderland, and Otto Jan BrinkerhofT, of the city of Amheim, in 
the same pro-rince. By corre~pondencewith them I found they were brothers, 
and that their father, Joris Dircksen BrinkerhoE, regided at Norden, a village 
near Zutphen. From translations of letters thus received I make a few 
extracts. The fist letter waa from Anbnie Frederick, under date of May 26, 
1#3, in which he says: Imas very much pleaaed that Imight have the honor 
to be the Erst to take up thepen in order to get acquaintad with the foreign 
fa mil^ of Rrinkerhoff. I am overjoyed at it, and cannot express it on paper, 
and hope that the tiewhichhas bean laid mar be an affectionate one,and hope 
in later writing to give you more information ahnt t-be family in the 
Xetherlmds. 3 have also read in a book about Tramval, wherein also appears 
the n m e  of Brinkerhoff. 

According to inionnation, in the y w  1881 Dirk Brinkerhoff married 
Johanna H a d e n ,  at Vorden, in Gelderhd. T h i ~is s m e in the 
neighborhood of Zutphen, and the stock of Brinkerhoff has rebided there 
more than f ~ ohundred years, which i~ also m y  descant, and we have an 
uncle and a, few cousins, and we are six children, four brothers, and two 
sisters. 

So I S i h  this writing, and on the thirtieth of May I will M e  a glasa of 
wine on our formed acquaintance, as I then enter upon my thirty-third year* 

Reepectfully, 
A n m m  FREDERICK~ ~ K E B E O F F .  



I nanotherletter, writtan inEngliph,uuder date of August 8,1383, hemysr 
The name ofBrinkerhoB is to be found inTorden from October, 16,1812, 

This, our ancestor, had two sons ; one of them has been baptized in 1613 as 
Jan Arena, and the other in 1615 aa Jan Dirk. 1have been told, but cannot 
answer for the truth of it, that one of these sons has flown before the 
Spaniardrr. 

Jan Dirk Brinksrhoff had two children, one son baptized in 16T3 as 
Harmanus, and one daughter baptized in 1673 as Geertje. 

Jan Joris Brinkerhoff, who married on the twenty-seventh day of March, 
1714,Geertje Haverkamp, had also two children, one son born on the Jifteentli 
of March, 1731, and called Geradus Willem, and one daughter. 

JanWillem Brinkerhoff was born on the ninth of August, 17.71, and had 
two son8 and three daughters. One of theae sons (my father) vraa born May 
26, 1821. 
In comection with the above it is to be said that the number of the famil7 

dwelling in the Nstherlmdedoes not amount to forty ; say forty. 
Tradition says that the reasons for our ancestors starting for the Yew 

World consists, chiefly, in that they were very rnucIi attached to the 
Chbtian dogma, and were not partial to the ecclesiastical situation here. 

The Brinkerhoffs in the Netherlands are chiefly farmers, and all are in 
comfortable cirrumstances. 

You will conceive that, because of the smaU number of the fw n i l ~hem, 
they are very muoh attached to one another. 

Brin-9kerhoEs are unknom here,but certain$ they belongto the Brinlier-
hoff family. The female members in the whole genomtion write their name 
Hendrika, and we have cousins d e d  Handrick. 

Yours most truly, 
a.F.BRINRERUOFF. 

Antony's father writes me that he is the oIdest of the B~inkerhoffsin the 
Netherlands. Re says :I have another brother and two sister. I have been 
married forty y a m ,  my wife i~ from Dreuthe, and *-e have s k  children. 
The home of my ancestors is Vorden. They all lived there from parent to 
parent, but from tirue to t h e  they have been slowly drifting apart. 

You writ%about Joris Dirksen Brinkerhoff. That name is still in the  
family ;I bear it myself. 

Antony Frederick, in one of his lettern says: My eager de~reis, at any 
time yon wiJl intend t o  come to the Netherlands, to pay a visit to the small 
number of the family which is dwelling here. 

Thisinvitation doubtless m- any member of the American family, 



POEM WRITTEN FOR THE OCCASION BY MRS. JOBEPHINE BR-R-
EOFF, OF FARGO, DAKOTA. 

Once on a time, an ancient legend runs, 
A peasant sire haid three sturdy sons. 
While yet the lads were young the father died, 
Leaving hisbl~ssing. (He had nought beside.) 
But 'ere the spirit had forever fled, 
He called his children to his hutnbls bed 
And thus addressed them, as they gathored near, 
With many tt grievous sob and bitter tear: 

01this world's goods, my sons, I've none t o  leave; 
Hard was my lot, and so before my sire's, 
Toiliig from early morn till dusky eve, 
1'5-c l i ~ e dcontent, for few were my desires. 
But, though I'm poor, one blessing Ipossess; 
I prize it more thsn~vorldlgwealth or Same: 
'Tis more Gl~andiamonds, gold, or kingly dress, 
Or knightly honors: An ~ ~ n s u l l i e dna7ae. 
I leave it to you, keepit so far aye." 

And saying this the old man passed away. 


pa.ssed, The lads reached man's estate, 
But years hadmade them neither rich nor great. 
With jading toil, through ma,nya,nhour of pain, 
Early and late their their scanty brea,dt o  ga,in, 
They struggled on; yet ski11 the honest na,me 
Their father left them was m-ithout a stain. 
But so it happened, in the little town 
Xear which they dwelt, a dreadful deed was ilone. 
So horrid, ~hocljng,and so bold, 
It made the bra~estpasant's blood run cold. 
But how it came about 1 cannot tell; 
Suspicion's breath upon the brothers fell. 
And, as the story went, as such things do. 
Suspicion stra,ightwayinto surety grew, 
m11they w e  taken, 'prisoned, and thenhied 
For murder, and I don't know what beside. ' 



The witnesses were called, and, nothing lortth, 

Told all the fearful s to ry  under oath. 

And though you'd own 'twas somen-hat rou~ldabout, 

Their guilt w-as pro~~en doubt.
quite beyond a 
But through it all the brothers sat serene, 
Shocking the people m-it.11 their ha,rdenedmein. 
At length t-hejudge, with look and tone severe, 
Said he was ready their defense to hear. 

With all the d i i i t y  of conscious innocence, 

The eldest turned the  eager crotvd t o  scan, 

Spake but these words with humble reverence: 

"My LOI.~,our father an honest man. 

Living, he tra,ined m well in virtuous ways; 

Dying, he Ieft but an untarnished na.mc. 

Reverencinghim we feared not poverty, 

Orw only d m d  t o  feel the Aush of shame, 

Our one desire, with each the himhest plan, 

To lix~eand die like him, an honest '11~'n." 


So dear, so true his voice rang out, 

Through every heart r in  s responsive twill. 

Even the austere judge began to doubt 

And feel uncertain, much a,gainsthis mill. 

Then all, with doubting air and searching eye, 

Turned i;o the clownish witness standfig there, 

Who, with glib tongue and bold $€ronkry, 

To the most damning evidence did swear. 

Then the poor dast,ard wretch began to  quail, 

Writhing beneath s conscience sorely pressed, 

Till, trembling, stammering and pale, 

He fell upon his knees and all confessed. 


Themoral of this legend old, 
And yet so true, is quickly told: 

Riches mayfly, a d  fume may die; 

Titles be Zost ifigreed and lust; 

Bat reverence chelished for hor~wedkin, 

Gueu  art the heart a sacred trust. 




Nearly thrce centuries ago 

Our ancestor across the sea 

Came, seeking for a tranquil home, 

To this new world ofmystery, 

This wonderland, where riches lay 

Ready for all who would possess, 

Where lurked the wily savage foe, 

Through all the tangled wilderness. 

Here hc could dwell and claim his own, 

Make laws t o  govern ellurch and state, 

And, unmolestd worship God, 

As mill and conscience might dictate. 

Of richtx he'd a,nhumble store, 

Eoa.stRdno proud exalhd place, 

No jeweled crest or titled name, 

His onIy pride, his honest race. 

With pat,ienttoil amd thrifty ways, 

He gained of weaIth a goodly ]loud; 

Ca,Iledacres broad and rich his own, 

While sons and daughters blest ki board. 

Comely and strong they grew apace: 

Loved simple truths and virtuous ways, 

Were only wise in shunning vice, 

TU rerereilt a,ge had crowned their days. 


E-c&rspassed, and these were la,idl;o rest; 

But other generationscame. 

From J-earto year they multiplied, 

Till hundreds claimed the honored name. 

They turned them t o  the ca,st, the west, 

Like branches of a goodly tree, 

Or stream that wider grows the while 

It nea,rsthe portals of the sea. 

Yet still t,hey cherished pious zed ,  

Lived Godly lives without a fea-r, 

Were just with strict inkpity, 

And worldly honors came to share. 

The patriot's blood coursed t11roug.htheir veins, 

Their sages trod the halls of stah, 

They spoke in poetry and song, 

They claimed the honored and the grea,h. 

But  through the cha,ngingtide of years, 




Theyoft reviewed with honest pride, 
These simple, earnest ancestors, 
Their sturdy virtues true a,ndtried. 

Hem where their honored ashes rest, 

Upon the soil their feet have presued, 

We've gathered, like the clam of old, 

A s& festival to hold. 

h d ,  like the old clansmen here to claim, 

Une blood, ofie lineage, ar~done name. 
Toweld t h e  ties of kinsmen true, 
r o  own our brotherhod anew, 
To speak with pride of kindred gone, 

To celebrate their worth in song. 

To teach the virtues theyhave told, 

Our young to emulate the old, 

To prize o'er all that priceless gift,  

The dower of honesty and thrift. 

Keep ever fresh their precepts wise, 

And sacred hold their memories. 

Our boast, we a m  in God's great plan, 

Descendants of an honest man. 


JOSEPH~XBRINKEREOFF. 

AULD LANG SYNE. 

BhouItl auld acqua iehce  be forgot, Aud hare's a hnnd,my t r u s t s  frien'. 
And never brought to mind? And gie'a a h n d  o' thiue; 

Bhould auld acquaintance be forgot. We'll Uk' & cup o' kindness yet, 
And h y s  oP auld Lang ~ y u et For auld lang s p .  

ADDRESS-THE B R X N K E R H O F F  P I O N E E R S .  

BY XR. T. FANWYCK BRINKERliOFF. 

&. PRESID~~T, AND KINSMENB ~ T H R E N  : 
For the first time in my life I find myself in the presence of n 

gathering of people who bear my omm family name; for the 3rst 
time I stand among the descends-nts of George Dericksen 
Brinckerhoff. Ifany of you ha\-e ever been absent from your 
native land so long t.hat the desire to return has become over-



powering, you will remember when your foot. first touched &gamin 
your nat.ive soil, what an indescriba,blehome feeling surrounded 
you ; the very a,ir,the people and the land were all objects of 
your love and affection. 

Some fifteen years ago, I went down to visit some of the 
homestmds of the family on Long Island. I had secured nnative 
Brinckerhoff t o  aid me, and aftermaking a few- Ws, we arrived 
atan old homestead onFlushing Bay,a long, low house, standing 
in the midst of s large p r d ,  and surroundedby tall,ma,ssivesyc% 
more trees, and oval glasses were set in the doorway above an old-
fasl~ionedbrass knocker. I was brought in, and presented t o  an 
old lady of nine%-tl~reeyea,rs. She wore a white turban upon her 
head,and her dress was white. Bhe wasa Brinckerhofl born, and 
I was introduced as a cousin from Rshkill. She arose at once, as 
straight as an armw, and her keen bluc eye flashed upon me like 
the ej-e of a,n eagle when suddenly stirred upon her nest. 

4 C  Come near to me," she said, in a clear, ringing voice, c r  I 
want to look st you. You say your name is BrinckerhoE ? Aud 
3-ou a,rcfrom Fishkill T" 1 a,nsivcredthat I was. "Now I had 
an Uncle George, a brother to m y  father, who went up iaFishkill 
when he mas hardly pawn t o  be a man. What do SOU know 
about him ? Are you any of his people?" "He was my gra,nd-
father." 'CYoua,regrandson of my Uncle George, are you ?" "1 
had a Cousin Tunis," still wakhing me carefully, &' what do you 
hiom of him ?" <' Your Cousin Tunis is my father." Before she 
had time to speak again, I asked her if she ever knew Uncle 
Morg, an old, colored family servant, bum on Long Island, and 
older than she herself wa.s. 

"Why, yes, ever5 one knows Uncle Morg," and rraching out 
her hand, she said, "Kiss me now. You are one of my people. I 
had thought snd  believedthatyou werea11dead. Godbless you for 
coming t o  see me," and her eyes were wet with tears.* My breth-
ren, let us come here to-day not only with j o y  in our hearts, that 
our feet h a ~ ~ eagain touched our native soil, but more than this, 
with the full assurancothat,we are at home, surrounded by the 
benedictions of brethren ! 

Xr. Prbesident,Bret.lmenand Kinsmen: I come to-day to bear 
the greetings of the Flushing branch of the fa,mily,and to assure 
you that they most fully appreciate the honor that you have 
cariferred upon them, by in~i t ingthem to  become your guests at 

Mrs. C a M e  Bempsm. 



this joyful reunion. Most cheerfully do they accord all honor to 
their kinsmen, the Brinckerhoffsof Bergen County, for originab 
ing this f 5 d y  gathering and for surrounding it with so much of 
their munificence. 

Two hundred years ago, you left our father's house, and we 
remained to guard, that older home. Across this cbasm of two 
full centuries, we clasp your hand of fellowship to-day, and in 
answer to your hearty welcome, we give back the sign, the ancient 
motto of our common family, "Constans $des et integritas," 
with its largest interpretation. Immutable sincerity and loyalty, 
and let this covenant of our fathers be this day rakified and 
confirmed between us t o  endure forever. 

Itis time to ha1,lt; alreadyhighnoon. Itis time to talithe roll-
to rest awhile; and under the shadow-sof this old ancestral home, to 
talk to each other and t o  our children of earlier days and tell 
them ofqur common history. The way has been long, we have 
been too widely separated. We ca,nrealize to-day, as we ne~-er 
have I)t:fore, wha,t a loss we have all sustained by haying been 
shur 0111+ulong, from so many of our kindred. 

v<c come from small home circles, and can scarcely realize in 
\\-hatmanner we are related t o  each other. TITOhundred years 
have widened our family lines, until to some of us t,hey seem 
effaced, We do not, howeh7er,bear so undefined a name as 
Smith, where all identity must of necessity be lost, OF must cen-
ter around a limited home circle. Our name is unlike any 
other; and therefore every man, woman and child can h o r n  with 
absolute cerhinty his or her ~elatiorishipto J o ~ i sDericksen, the 
ancestor of dl who bear the Hrjnkerhoff name in America. 

You may spell your name Brink or Brinck. It is a pure mat-
ter of taste, an honest preference which rt-t: exercise oursell-es and 
must freely concede to others, So far as the family is concerned 
it is not worthy of a moment's consideration. Very few of our 
old Knickerbocker narhes have changed so little. Both forms 
are right, and have been sanctioned by long usage. They ore 
important to us because both haw been thoroughly legalized, 
and therefore should 11otbe changed fort.riflingcauses. M y  ort-n 
family, for a hundred and fifty years, have certainly never used 
the c, but simple honesty requires me to say that my ancestors 
who lived prior t o  that tirne did use it, and if I mist~,kenot, yours 
of the same period did also. Tlie c in Brinck, therefore, clearly 
tells of its more ancientorigin. It points to the older dialect of 
Holland, allied in m y ways to tho Old English of C'haucer's day. 



Joris Dericksenwithout doubt, used #e c, and so did both of his 
sons. They were all magistraM, and their signatures are still 
in existence. 

It is most fltting too, that wc should come hore, amid these 
.sceneswhich have been sanctified by the hall0wed associations 
ofgene~.ations,a,nd inlaid forever by the footprints of those we 
hold most dear; here, upon the banks of this beautiful Racken-
sack River; upon this spot whom, for almost a century and a 
half, the oldshnehouse stood, whose form and surroundings were 
designed by the first founder of the Brinkerhof?family in New 
Jersey. It is fitting, aminontIy fitting, Ghat we should gather 
around this spot, upon %is beautiful August day, and here 
a m k e n  our love of kindred amd of home. 

It seem indeed like an echo of the scenes which surround us 
now, when a year ago the first bugle stminof our family ga;ther-
ing came from near the battlefields of Qettysburg, from tha% 
hallowed, happy and peaceful homestead of the tlrst Brinkerhoff 
in Pennsylvania, near the spot which warnshaphized with the car  
nage a.nd blood of brethren in that awful struggle for nstionsL 
life and being. 

3fany of you who are present here to-day were present upon 
that joyful occasion. 

Our honored president was there, touched indeed like the leaf 
when the first breath of autumn blou-s upon it, but fired with 
the  intensity of a spirit which never grows old, and many more 
whose names I cannot mention. They are all here t o - b y .  

It is right, my brethren and kinsmell, for you who mere 
present there at that, f~rnilygathering at Gcttysburg, and right 
for you, who have come up here for the first time, ta be here at 
this older shrine of the family, this older fountain head, and from 
the same spring from which our father Hendriek drank while liv-
ing, to slake your thirst as you drink to the memory of our 
honored father and chief ! We honor him to-day, not because 
he was a civil magistrate and a representa1;ive man in council, 
but more for what he was in himself, our common father ; the 
first founder of his name in New Jersey, and one of the founders 
of the fist Christian church which was located here, whose name 
is gra,ven upon the hearts of his descendants ! Our prayar to  
God to-day is, that the mantle of our honored father and chief 
may rest upon us and upon our children throughout all 
gene~.at;ions. 

Two hundred years ! What a scene spreads out before our 
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vkion ! What ever changing forms of men ! How changed this 
beautiful river, which laves the sweet banks of meadows, of 
fields, of homes, and the busy world of trade ! Over thiswinding 
stream and around its waterway the deep jungle grew down to 
the ~vahr'sedge, from out the richness of a virgin soil, save 
where the long continued forest ares had swept over this green 
mass of life and formed openings and stretches of clearings upon 
its banks ! The native lords of the soil were here ! Haclcensack is 
particularly mentioned as a great place for Indians." They 
were then pushing their light canoes upon these waters, w hunt-
ing for game in the deep fore&. I am no$ prepared t o  s & ~ -how 
few white men were then occupying Che sod along Wlis stream, 
when Hentlrick Brinkerhoff flrst securcd title t o  his lands beside 
this river. There might Aavo been as many, there might ha\-e 
been more than when his father, George Dericksen, in 1646, forty 
.yearsprevious obtained from Goyernor Kieft a patent to a farm 
in the city of Brooklyn, or Breuckeland, as it was then called. 
These lands were located not far from tile present City Hall. 
'Their exact position could still be identified. Then Joris Jansen 
dc Rapalje, Abraham Rycken, or De Rycke, George Dericksen, 
and a few othcrs, formed thc present city of B1.ooklyn. When 
Hendrick was rt boy, New Amsterdam contained s population of 
not more than t h e  h u n d d  inhabitants, excluding sla~-esand 
Indians. Your village of Hackensack is about twelve times as 
large as New Amsterdam was then. Thnse pioneer Hollanrlers 
had certainly a marvelous ability in many ways. They inr-a-
risbly selected the very best locations. It seems very apparent 
now, when the city of New York stretches all across the penin-
sula for eight miles or more, and contains a p~pula~tionof one 
d i o n  four hundred thousand souls. It seems very appa~ent 
now that that location at least was a very good one; but then, it 
was simply s point of land in the midst of the waters, and no& 
ing more. And so of the city of Albany, nearly one hundred 
and 6fty miles in the interior. Whon the pioneer Kollandeis 
came there it was simply a wilderness, but just at t h a t  point, in 
some mysterious, unerring way, were laid the first stones for a 
city. 

The Huguenots, too, t.rue t o  their adopted fatherland and 
their people, were invariably proficient in the same art,. They 
settled upon the Wallkill, not because the kill had deep banks, 
but because %hevalley was, as it has been ever since, beautiful to  
live in. The Bollarid Dutch, rvhemer here, in New Jersey, or 



along the banks of the Hudson, followed up the streams untjl the 
valleys widened, a,nd formed good pasture land, the best homes 
for themselves and their children. This old homestead is not an 
exception. Our  father Hendrick planted his doorsteps upon this 
very spot, simply because i t  was, in his judgment, just the place 
he had been looking for, and his jurl,gment stands approved down 
to the present day. 

My friends, me are a family with a la,rge admixture of 
Huguenot blood in our veins. n T e  are not cold, distant and 
repellent in our  natures. Somc individuals, nay, whole fa,milies, 
are made up largely of what you miglit call uniform indifference, 
I never yet have seen such an ideal Rrinkerhoff, never. There is 
nothing like indifference in his nature. He can't be indifferent, 
and this comes from the warm Huguenot element of his blood. 
You will find him rnagnetic and generous, oftentimes impulsive, 
sometimes absolutely wrong i l l  his actions and con~rict.ions,but. 
you mil1 find hiin always there, true to the wrong and steadfast. 
in the wr011g. This comes from our Saxon LOWDlitch element, 
and belongs to our blood a,udto our na.t;ures, to our blue eyes, to 
our light hair, t o  our fair and ruddy complexions. You will find 
all through the family men and \frorne~iwith darkhair and sallow 
complexions, and .rviI;hInore o r  less prominent Roman features. 
Both of t,hese a.retrue family types. Oftentimes men of la,rge 
size combining great physical strength mith steady, determined 
wills. 

I sometimes think tha t  our honored g-ralidmother Husanna 
Dubbels ha.s gic-en a coloring to the Ia~nily-. I have al~mys 
rcprdeti her, and delight to think of her, as a. type of that beau-
tif ul womanhood which has been constantly det-eloped all t l~rough 
the generations. Whcn our grandmother lost her darling first-
born son, slain by the Indians on Staten Island: the young Derick 
-the idol  of her heark-named after his people in theFatherland, 
nothing could iriduce her t o  go there afterwards. 11;was enough 
that the sweet life of her innocent child had there been taken. 
She had a grand, queenly, womanly heart, and a,ll through the 
family she has been repeating herself over and over again by 
giving to our moinen a la,rgeshare of this same element combined 
not infrequent,lymith much grace and personal beauty. 

We have produced, moreover, as a family, men who have 
occupied prominent positions of public trust.  We ha\-e h d  scores 
of lawyers and physicians, Inore by far tha,n of ministers and 
divines. We have produced judges of the inferior and superior 
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courts, professors of colleges and members of Congress. These 
men have honored their name, a,nd been ornaments to t,heir 
families. Prominence of position is, st best, but a very uncertain 
standard of judgment, and well-meaningpeople are often misled 
thereby. You err greatly in judgment by taking i t  for r a n t e d  
that there must needs be a large number of doctors, lawyers and 
judges t o  give caste and position to a lamily. There hare been 
men all through the family who have never occupieti a public 
position, not even the  place of a country esquire, who havn been 
nevertlleless peers and equals of the best men the family W 
produced. "Worth makes the man." Genera.l Grant was 
General Grant, the unkno-cvnquiet mail around t,he tannery, and 
had the same latent power within him t.hen, as when he led great 
armies t o  victory, o r  a,s when he was laid in his grave, a,ntl his 
funeral dirge swept round the world ! 

There must he more than a thousand persons n~hobear tl~s 
Brinkerhoff name in America. You will find a goodly number of 
BrinkerhotTs here in New Jersey, a few on Long Iskind, some 
along the banks of the Hudson and in Xew -Sorl; City, some irr 
Central New York, Pennsj71vaniaand Ohio, and many more who 
are building homes for themselves to-day that are bathed n-ith 
the glories of the setting sun. 

It is perfectly safe to say that ten thousand people walk tlle 
earth-to-day, not bearing the Brinkerhoff name, but. uThoare 
nevertheless the descencla.ntsof Joris Dericksen BrinckerllofF. It 
is a large family, and widely scittered. %any of you may have 
supposcd that, because you knew so few of the name, the nslrle 
itself was fast passing from the earth. Not so, my brethren. 
When the bugle strain calls the family together t t ~ ~ ohundred 

a,nd fifty years from to-da,y, none of us wiIl be there; but one 
hundred mcn will stand in overy man's place who has come up 
here to-da.y! One hundred rnen rval answer that roll call for each 
one of us, wherever that gathering shall be held ? 

We lack now but three yea,rsof being two hundred and fifty 
years since the honored father arid founder 01our name landed a t  
New Amsterdam in 1638. He came here to live, and brouglit rvitll 
him his wife and family consistingof four children. He came here 
before the tide of immipstion had set in, and belongs to an 
earlier pcriod of historj-. Therc are a great m a y  things of 
which we know absolutely nothing. We know notlling of l,he 
life of Joriv Delbickserl in the Fatllerland, but I ha-ve in my 
possession an antique writing dmlz which belonged to him. It 



stands in my parlor andB in perfect preservation. It is inlaid 
with satin wood and ebony, and is very ornamental in appearance. 
The interior is also beautifully inlaid, and contains a great 
number of secret dram-ersof singular construction. It holds the 
wills of six generations, and the desk is mentioned in all of thein, 
and also the deeds of Abraham Jorrs to lands purchased in 
Flatbush. It is mentioned in the will of Tunis, who was seven-
teen gears old, when Abraham Joris died, and mas often said by 
him +,o have been brought from Holland when the family came 
to  America. 

Joris Dericksen means Joris, son of &rick. This form of ex-
pression when understood, enables us to cornpmhend better those 
early ~irnes. It was not confined t o  the sons. The daughters 
were known in the same manner. Margaretta Abrahams might 
be supposed tomean a Jcwess of the first order. But not so then. 
It meant that she was the daughter of Abraham Brinckerhoff. 
He alrvays signed his name Abraham Jorisse. 

Beyond the fact that his father's name was Dirck, we know 
but little of his family. The great ocean, in almost all of our old 
families, forms an impassable line beyond whicll we cannot pass. 
The communications between families in most cases entirely 
ceased after t.hey came to America. There is no correspondence 
to  throw light and aid us in our investigations. It i s  certain, 
however, Ghat lthe family had been long residents of Holland 
prior to 1635. More that1 three hundred years before that time, 
longer tban America has been now settled, there was an Andrew 
Brinckerhoff, who was a Senator and a Syndic in 1307,and Syn-
dic is s high government official or chief magistrate. He was 
undouhtedly of the same family. There are Brinkerhoffs in 
Holland to-day, snd through Gen. Brinkerhoff 1ve have had our 
first communications with them. They have the same family 
names we ha\-e, part,icula~'lyGeorge and Derick. In fact, .the 
man who considers himself the oldest of all who bear the name 
in Holland, signs hjlnself George Dericksen Brinkerhoff. They 
ha>-ebeen living in the same place ex-er since America was dis-
covered, and are apparently in very comfortablt! circumstances. 
Thcy know all about us, and realize that they are but, few in 
number compared with the American family. If we had some of 
their photographs, we should probably see strong outlinings of 
the fa,milyhere. For the past fifteen years I have been corres-
ponding with a gentlemanin Holland who belongs t o  my mother's 
family, Van Wyck, and nothing has impressed me more than the 



photographs which have been sent and bheir almost exact likeness 
to the Van Wyck family here. The features of families are 
perpetuated for generations. 

We know but little of t;he life of Joris Dericksen while in New 
-4rnst;erdsm. It is certain, however, that during this period his 
plans and purposes were entirely changed, In the room of pur-
chasing lands in Staten Island, he obtsined from Gov. Kieft;, s 
patent to la,ndsin the present city of B r o o k l ~ .  At the t-irne he 
selected them, ten years lahr  than this, there was not a Dutch 
church nor any ot-herchurch, on all Long Island. 

It must be borne in mind that xhen he came to America, he 
was but a young ma,n,not quite thirty years of age, andthat-this 
period of his life had been mostly spent in Holland. It takes 
time for trees to grow, and more time to develop men, especially 
when thrown into entirely new situations. There i s  however, 
enough of his history remaining t o  show that he became a man 
of mark and prominence. 

On March 86, 1646, he obtained his first lands from Gov. 
Kieft, and as his was the first land ever orvncd by the  family in 
America, it will afford no doubt, much satisfaction to many of 
his descendants to have a full recital of his conveyancegi~-en. It 
is as follows : 

'' To Joris Der.icksen, March 23, 1646, a certain piece of land, 
~voodlmd,as well a.smaize land, ly ing at Marachkawick, bound-
ed on the northwest by the land of Peter Cornellisson, and ex-
tends next t o  the sa.id Peter Cornellisson till into the woods west, 
south~vest,and southwest by west, 137 rods ; into and t111'ough 
the woods, east, southeast, and southeast by east, bet\r7een 
both, 157 rods; further toward the va.1Iey (marsll), into and 
through the woods and maize Iand, northeamst,66 rods, ti11 t o  the 
maize land ; and further 80 rods northeast by north, Li l l  to the 
valley (marsh), to the place of beginning." 

These lands were located d o n g  the King's highway, between 
Fulton Street and Avenue, Raymond Street, and a line drau7ns 
libtle south, and pa-rallel to T i l l a , ~Street. They mere in full 
view of New Amsterdam, and were chosen no doubt, for ~ v h ~ t  
seemed their grea,ter securihy. These lands gassed from the 
family and were sold by the heirs of Susanna Dubbels, on Feb. 
BS, 1687, to Hendricus Sleght. Eighteen years later, t.he heirs of 
Hendricus Sleght conk-eyed the same property to CarellDebevois. 
It is described as boundcd ea.st by s certain creek, northerly by 
the lands of Adrian Hooghnd, westerly by the country road 



leading t o  the ferry, as i t  is now in fence and formerly in the 
t,enureand o~vaersl~ip The Indian name ofof Hendrick Sleght. 
his new home, as stated in his conTcyance was Marachkawick, 
meaning the sandy place. The Dutch afterwords called it 
Breuckland, broken land, but thoughk by some to mean the 
marsh land or brook land. There is some reason to think that 
he might hare selected his lands and occupied them iu the fall of 
1654. Such occupancy was often made before conveyance was 
given. His house, as we have good mason t o  suppose, was situ-
ated on the east side of Fulion Street, half wa,y between the City 
Hall and the ferry. 

There is little t o  record of the next eight years. At the end of 
that time we find him an acting magistrate, --hick officr, he held 
until his death. No doubl he had been actively engaged in build-
ing his house, ~IIcultivating and fencing his lands, and in other-
wise impro-ring his property. He was probably one of the first 
men elected to the ofice of magistrate, as seven years later there 
were only twenty-one families in what was then Gowanus, Wa,l-
labochi;, and Bi.euckland. 

In December, 1664: a small church edifice was erected at Mid-
wout: Flathush. This rt-as the Arst church built on Long Island, 
and the Rev. Theodorus Jobannes Polhemus was installed as its: 
first pastor. Before this time there had been no services held in 
Brcucliland, but afterwards Rev. Nr. Polhemus preached there' 
and at Amersford on alternate Sabbath afternoons. The record 
says : "The Eev. Theodorus Johannes Polhemus preached vol-
untarily in the open streets, under the blue sky, when to avoid 
offense t,lle house of Joris Dericksen \+-as temporarily offered him 
here in Breuckland." In the asscssinent tnsdc to provide for his 
salal-J-,thcre .was but. one person who contributed more than 
Juris Dericksen. There was this privilege granted, " t h a t  one-
half the assessrrlent could be paid i11 wampum, or country prod-
uce: such aacorrl, wheat, maize, etc." When the Breu~kla~nd 
church was organized, Joris Dericksen was chosen its first elder, 
and continued its only eider until the time of his death. 

There %\-asont:gift which our honored father possessed thal; 
none of hk descendants have cver been aware of. You have a11 
probably noticed, that wherever you meet Brinkerhoffs, you find 
men who can whistle a tune or sing a song without any apparent 
effort. It has a l~~~aj-sseemedto me that  this is one of the acquired 
abilities of the family. It affords me great pleasure, however, to 
assulmeyou that this is one of your natural and inherited gifts. 



Our honored father, Joris Dericksen 13rinckerhoff, was eminently 
a musicalmau-a man of song. I must quote again from the rec-
~ r d: C c  Joris Derickson, having,prior to his death, acted as chor-
ister, and since then Dominie Sclyns having performed the same 
service." Now, it roquired no ordinary man t o  lead i11those days, 
when the people sang with heart and soul the rich old psalmody 
of the fatherland. As the song bore them along, they were no 
more sttaangersin a strarlge land, but at home again, joining in 
the worship of the great corgregations of Rotterdam and the 
Hague. He ufas accustomed to read also o chapter from the 
Scriptures in the opening of thc church services. On communion 
Sabbaths he also read selections from the Scriptures suitable to 
the occasion. He warnsalso a zicken-troostcr (comforter t o  the 
sick); he instructed the children in the  Catechism, and officiated 
at religious meetings, \?-henthe m u t e r  was away. 

It seernsquite apparent that beside the giftsalrcarlystated,he 
had other high capacities. There are many letters, ~vhichwcrc 
written concerning the controversies of t h ~ tperiod, which shorn 
great directness and ability. They had reference to the  interests 
af the cl~urch,and it is not a;t dl improbable tha,t the ruhng elder 
and the magistrate wrote them. It seems almost. eertairk that 
his hand guided that controversy. 

We are now beginning t o  ciiscern in how msnj- wags our 
honored father was useful among thc people of that, clay. In 
fact, the more we examine into his life and chsracter, the more 
prominent he becomes. 

He was a man of much distinction in civil life, for magistrates 
then were chosen only from the best men of the conlmilnitj-. He 
had also mucll generosity, xeaI and activiQ- in Christim work, 
and was fearless and outspoke11in wh& he considered to bo right. 

What s legacy has been left to us, his descendants ! ?That a 
mantle of honor has fallen arld still rests upon his family ! How 
lightly do we appreciate our  best gifts 1 A God fearing, a God 
"urustingancestr-y! !at earthlg heritage can compare with it 
for a, moment ! 

Trvo hundred and twenty-five years have passed since he mas 
laid in his grave in the very prime of his manhood ; but his life 
to-day seems like a spring upon the mountain side, fluwing from 
cool and hidden sources to cast a robe of deepest verdure itplponthe 
valley ! 
The bst year of Joris Derickse-ilBrinckerhoff's life was largely 

bccupicd in the business of the church. He, and a fell-others had 



sent an applica.tion to .the Classis of Amsterdam for a minister, 
and Dominie Henricus Selyns was sent; out for that purpose On 
his arrival, says .the record, CC preparakion was d e  hbuild for 
his use, a small dwelling house, and also a small church, which 
matter was placed in tbe charge of the elder Joris Dericksen, and 
with him was associated Albert Cornellisson." He was engaged: 
in making collections for the church, and otherwise constantly 
employed in its service. On August 30,1660, Joris Dericksen and 
George Rapalje, Magistrates of the village of 3rookly1, appeared 
before the Governor and Council of New Amsterdam, and repre-
sented, " that in conformity with hhe order of the Director Gener-
al, they had convened the inhabitants tomther and had 
conversed with them, and had inquired how much they would be 
able to contribute towards the salary of Rev. Mr. Selyns." In 
September of the same year, Rev. Mr. Selyns took charge of the 
church. In writing ta the Classis of Amsterdam, one month 
aftcr he was hstalld pastor, he says : 

"The call in Breuckelen occurred with the Honorable Qener-
al's opcn commission. Whereupon I was suitably received by the 
RIagistrate and Consistory. We do not preach in any church, 
but in a barn, and shall, God willing, erect achurch in the winter. 
The congregation is passable. I found al; Breuckland one elder 
and two deacons, twenty-four members, thirty-one householders, 
and one hundred and thirty-four persons. The Consisbry will 
remain provjsionallg as i t  is.'' By the Magistrate be probably 
refers to Joris Dericksen. 

The last work in whicll our honored father was engaged was 
centered upon the new charch. All of its interests were dea,r h 
bxsheart, but these desires were never to be realized. His eyes 
mere not t o  see the first stpne laid of the new edifice. 

On a midwirinkr's day, January 16,1661, cold, dreary and 
forbidding as n e  can well suppose it must hat-e been, the little 
fiock over whom he had been ruling elder, and the new pastor, 
then in the full flush of his young manhood, were assembled on 
the sloping hillside. It was the same house where they had 
often met before; where the services of the church had often 
been held. But now they- were there to  pay the last tribute of 
respect to the man who bad been faithful while living, and true 
to ex7eryt rus t  that had been cammitted to his care. It wss, no 
doubt, a solem11 gathering, for the best spirits of that infant 
church were there. With scarcely a doubt William Geritson 
Van Schoonhoven was there, and so were Pehr Montfoork and 



William Bridenbent, and Martin Van Campyn, and Derick 
Jansen, and Tunis Gysbert Bogart, and ALbert Cornelisson, and 
Fytie Nsrtenae. 

Slowly they bore their dead friend and elder frorn the home 
which his o m  hands had built, and they laid him in the new 
burial ground, among the few new made graves-committing his 
dust t o  Ghe keeping of Him in prhom he believed, who had said,
''I am the resurrection and the life." They laid him there before 
the spire of any church had cast a shadow over his grave. 

h i t o r  and people of that little fold whom he left behind on 
that winter's day, have long, long years ago finished thei~work 
and joined him inthe spirit land. Ten thousand times, ten thou-
sand more, from those same scenes, have followed on and s ~ ~ e l l c d  
the grand dead march t o  the gave; for that hillside homo laere 
our honored father lived and died became, years ago, the City of 
Churches, the third largest in population in all Smerica. 

Abraham Jor.is Brinkerhoff, son of Joris Dericksen, and 
brother of Hendrick, was but a small boy of six gears of age 
when his father landed at New Amsterdam. He was named 
Abraham, in all probability, after his mother's family. When 
these two brothers grew up to  manhood, anti had reached middle 
life, the firs$family ~epara~tionbegan, which has continued like 

two streams frorn a common fountain head running near each 

other in separate valleys, and scarcely ever afwrwards touching 

each other. The youeh and early manhood of Abraham Soris 

was spent upon his father's farm in Brooklyn. There was 

much work to be done in those days before anything could be 

realized from the soil, yet nature was prodigal of her gifts, as 

if anxious to compensate for their many privations. T;STild 

game abounded everywhere, and the ri~-emwere Hleri not only 

mith the choicest fish, but with lobsters and oysters in over-

doming measures. It was most natuml that the young men 

of the fa mil^ under these circumstances, should grow up after 

the m'anner of young Nimrod, combining personal prowess 

and valor, for they lived at a time when the I$-ar-whoopmight at 

any time be sounded, and their constank use of firwa~msenabletl 

them ta aim mith deadly prtxision, and t o  be ready for any 

emergency. After Abraham Joris had grot5-n to  manhood, he 

selected s farm and located bitnself in Flatlands. Shortly after-

~varilshe obtained a patent to lands in Flatbush. Whether 

during this period of his bachelor life he kept bachelor's hall o r  

not, is not certainly known, but it is certain that when ho had 




rounded his twenty-eighth year, he married Aeltie, the daughter 
of Ja,nStrj-ker, of Flatbush. This was but a few months before 
the deat,h of his father. We know but little of this lady. She 
came from an old Long Island famiIg which ha.s been d i sk -
guished for its worth and stability, She was born in tho 
Netherlands, a.t a place called Ruinen in the province of Dreuthe, 
and came t o  America with her father in 1654. Her father was a 
meillher af the Hempstead convention of 1665. She had three 
brothers and three sis1;ers. Abraham Joris lived upon his fa,rm 
in Flatlands for many yemu, a,ndthen changed his location and 
bought a large farm upon Flushing Bay. This purchase was 
made about the same time that Hendrick ohtained these lands 
along the Hackensaclr. This f a ~ mon Flushing Bay continued in 
the fa,mily, until a comparatively recent period. He occupied 
this f a ~ muntil the +ime of his death in 1714. He was then 
seventy-six yeam old. It was a beautiful location, overIoolrhg 
the Bay, and the site of the old homestead is still well dehed.  
The Ia,nds were fertile and productive, and by-mason of thriftand 
good mana.gemexit,Abraham Joris, beside raising his family of 
nine cl~ildren,acrluired quite a competency of goods, chattels, and 
estates, which he afterwards divided among his children. In the 
year 1675 and 1676, tl~crewas but one person who paid s higher 
tax in the tort~no'i Amesfort- or Flatbush than Abraham Joris. 
He had fourteen mws  and other things in proporkion, and his 
property was constantly increasing. Wke his father, he was for 
years a civil magistrate in his town, and an elder in t.he church 
of Fiatbush. 

He mas one of the persons to whom the charter of Kewtown 
was gra,ntedby Gov. Dongan in 1686. In those days, the very 
best men the community a,fforded were magistrates, and this fact 
car1 be accepkd as evidence of prominence and distinction. - He 
had four sons and five da.ughiers, who grew up to  grace this old 
homestead with their songs of life and joy. Years afterwards 
when grown to manhood and womanhood, they brought their 
children and their cl~ildren'schildren to enjoy the hospihlities of 
this ancestml roof. This spot, more tha,nall others, was the one 
torvards which t.heir a,ffect,ion never grew dim. 

Abraham Joris lived to a good old age. His antire life, except 
a £em7years of his childhood, was spent on Long Island. His 
dsugl~tersmarried into old Long Island families. Ida married 
John Montfort, Susanna, Nartin Schenck, Sarah, Jacob Rspalje 
and Nicholas Berria.n, Ma~garet,Theodorus Van mryck, and 



Lammetie, Johannes Cornell. His children were dl settled 
around him, and Be seemed liko a patriarch, as hu really was, in 
the midst of his descendants. And not uritil his grandsorls had 
g r o w n  to manhood was any link broken by further suparatiun. 

Abra,harnJoris was buried upon the FlusKingBay farm. There 
is an old burying ground upon this farm still helonging to the 
family, m~hichhas dways  been reserved in the sales of thc 
propert)-, and still belongs to the familj-. It lies adjoining the 
public highwaj- where tn-o mads cross each other. It contains 
khree quarters of an acre and is in a rerj- dilapidated, urlcared for 
condition. In this old burial ground the FlusKing Brinckerhoffs 
were Ieid. In the same ground the older members of the Kapalje 
family were buried, the Fbpalje's having succeeded to  or& half 
of the  original Flushing Bay fa,rm, The Flushing Brinke~l~oEs 
and the Rapa.lje family owe too much to the dead who are buried 
there t o  suffer it to remain in its present condition. 

Thirty years before the day m+henAbraham Joris landed with 
his fatiller at New Amsterdam, nay,hvsntj: years before, tJhesun 
which shone in such beauty this morning, when he arose tl~cu, 
bathed mountauis, rive1.s and headlands-bskhed a great conti-
nent with his light ; but scarce an edlo o l  civilization came up t,o 
greet him at his coming. The foot of the white man had scarcely 
touched thc soil. True, indeed, almost a century a,nd a half be-
forethat day, inthe darhmess of a,nOctober night,light gleamed-
the light which lifted t o  view this western w o ~ l d .God's put-poses 
and plans were then culmina.ting,but  the time had a,rrired when 
Re gm-o to Columbus, the man whom He had chosen t o  see in 
the shreds of the drifting sea weeds, glintings of invisible t-l~iugs, 
the pathway to the gmndest empire the n-orld had ever seen. 
80 God gave t o  our honored father GeorgeDerickscn-a man un-
known im fame and scarcely known to hisdescendants-to discern 
where to plant his family and his name t,hat it might endure 
throughout many generations. 

Every man, rvomsn and child of Joris Dericksen Brinckerhoff's 
descendants can be proud of their fatherland ; they cau be proutl 
tha,t they amreallied to a race of men who dared to wrest their 
land from the-sea,who successfully dared to h-J'their hands upon 
those wild storm-swept dominions! You are allied t o  a race  of 
Inen who have furnished martyrs enough for theworld! To a race 
of Inen who first planted c i ~ i larid 1-eligious liber-ty in Europe, 
and gave t o  our l a ~ l dthe germs of that religious freedom which 
n7enow enjoy! 



Mr. President, brethren and kinsman, I commend to you in 
conclusion the words of Daniel Webster, the grandest and great+ 
est of our shtesmcn. He sleeps to-day beside his beautiful 
Marshfield by the sea, the roar of whose waves. once delighted his I 
soul, <<Weare true to our selves only when we act with becoming-
pride for the memory of those whose blood we inherit, and which 
we are to transmit to those who shall fill ourplaces." 

S o ~ + ~ N o ne Ver," with GnCOre, "Comb' thro' the rye.'' 

By MADANECLARAIf. BRINKERHOFF,New York City. 

BRIEF ADDFtESS. 

BY REV JOm W. LOVE, GREENSBURG, PA. 

I would say here to-day, I am almost sorry that I haven't the 
name of Brinkerhoff, because, while I have a name of which I feel 
proud, yct 1 think to-day we are a11 1-ery proud of the Brinker-
hoff name. The professor of the Union Theological Seminary i t  
was, that tllought the human family is divided into three great 
classes, namely, saints, sinners and the Beccher family; but I 
don't h o w  that he knew anything of the Brinkerhotf family. 
However that may be, I have never heard any bad about the 
famil)-. S b o u t  the worst they sayis that some of them had very 
big feet Of course it mas all the male members of the family. 
There is a story told about some of our friends, that in the north 
of 'Pennsylvania, up by a lake-I won't vouch for it, the General 
knows-the young folks wanted to hold a picnic one day, I think 
on the west side of the lake. They didn't ha,vea boat, and didn't 
know of any,and so one of them proposed they sl~ouldget grand-
father's shoe. 80 they did. They got into it, and ov&rkhe la'ke 
they went t o  the other side, and had a fine time. The Gelieral 
belongs ta that branch of the family. Well, as I said, they are 
worthy if they had big feet. They had alsobig hearts, filled with 
goodness and Christian virtues. Let us cherish the name of 
Brinkerhod 

On the conclusion of Mr. Lo-re's speech, General Srinkerhoff 
promptly remarked that he always knew that the BrinkerhoBs 
hiid large understandings, but he never before knew that these 
were so large. 

General Blinkerhofi then said: We have a large correspond-
ence gathered here, and a great deal of it i s  very interesting. 
Wc could take up an hour at least-I guess two hours-in read-
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ing the replies and regrets of members at a distance. A great 
deal of itIknow is interesting, and therefore, Imove that 
the correspondence be submitted to the officers of the association 
who have convened the meeting, with full authority to do with it 
what they deem suitable. 

The motion was put and unanimously carried. 

BRIEF ADDRESS. 

BY EEV. JACOB N. VOORHIS, PORT EWEN, N. Y. 

He spoke substantially as follows: 
He said he had heard a story of two men, one of whom 

asked the other ifhe had heard the latest addition to the language.— "No,"was the answer, "but I'llask my wife she always has 
the last word." 

Once while driving near the Hudson River, his carriage was 
stopped by a man, who asked ifhe would address an Easter Sun­
day evening gathering. "Certainly," was the answer, "shallI 
prepare a discourse, or speak extemporaneously." The man" — 
seemed bewildered and then said: I—lI Iguess you'd better give 
us a littleofboth." 

As he was to have the last word, he would take itonhimself 
to see the audience had a littleof both kinds to-day. 

He then spoke in the Jersey Dutch dialect, saying that he was 
pleased to think so many who bore the name of Brinkerhoff had 
met together, and behaved themselves so well. 

He thought that this statement, coming fromhis lips, would 
have greater weight than otherwise, for there were some who 
might be told a thinga dozen times without heeding, but when 
they heard itpreached they knew itwas so. And yet, they might 
say, as was—done by a man who heard a trial sermon preached, 
¦*' Itis good for nothing." 

He spoke of how the times have changed since he and many 
who heard him were young. Then they wore homespun dresses, 
but now silk dresses, long skirts, and bigbustles are worn. 

His Dutch oratory was very much enjoyed. 



=Om, S E E T  HOME. 

SUNG BY THE ASSEMBLY. 

'Mid pleasures and palaces though we may r o w  

Be it ever 80 humble, there's no place like home; 

A charm from the skies seema t~ hallow ns there, 

Which, seek t h o '  the world, isne'er met with elsewhere, 

Home, home, sweet, sweet home, 

There's no place like home, 

Oh, there's no place like home. 


An exfie from home, splendor dazzles in vain ; 
Oh,ghe  me my lowly tbatch'd cottage again ; 
The birds singing gaily, that came at my call ; 
Give ms them, and that peace of mind, dearer than all, 
Rome, home, sweet, aweet home, 
There's no place Iike home, 
Oh, there's no place Iike home. 

COXCL~SION. 

with all joining in the Lord's Prayer, led by the Rev. J. 
IV.L o ~ e ,followed by tho benediction pronounced by that 
genklernaiz. 

'L'pon the conclusion of the exercises, at the imitation of 
the ever thoughtful Ladies' Committee, all m-howished enjoyed 
a pai%ingplate of ice cream, and then after the youllg folks 
had, for a brief spell, made the h n t  merry with the delights of 
the dance, just as the shades of evening began to  gather, the 
re-union came to its end. 

The n m h r  present on the occasion from first to last 
between five and six hundred, as nearly as can be estimated. . 

It m y  be wellto say that evely person whose name is con-
nected with the exercises mas a Briukerhoff by bIood or 
marriage. 

PAPERS -4ND CORFXSPOhXEKCE. 

From the papers and correspondence referred to them, the 
Committee of the Re-union have selected the following for 
publicatmion: 



PAPERS. 

ADAMS COUKTT, PA.,AKD OHIO BRINKERHOFFEI. 

BY DR, ALEX. W. ERINKERHOFF. 

From the couch of affliction4x1the scenes, joys and pleasures 
of a joyful re-union. Absent, yet p~esent. 

I am one of the clan-hwr ye me, for my greeting comes from 
toward the setting sun-from the plains of Sandusky from 
whence moved Ohio's last tribe of Aborigines, to the distant west 
-from ;vhere, by that tribe (the Wyandots) Col. Grail-ford wa-s 
crenmted at the sta,lre-from near where Col. Croghan added 
l u s t e r  to  our flag, aud not distant from the lovely waters where 
Commodore Perq- added his name to t-he annals of fame, 
and near where Ft. Meigs, then in the wilderness, dcficd the 
powers of British and Indians combined-from such surround-
hgs to assembled friends, from >\-hencemy fatllers came, on the 
banks of the historic Hudson and Baclcensack-where Bevolu-
tiona,sy victories added brightness to the glory of the sur~and 
3og t o  the hearts of our pa.tient, ancestral heroes, and -rvhere 
Arnold's treason turued day to  night-where Washington 
waited and watched, and prayed for  victory and the birth of s 
~iation,and where now sleeps the hero r\-l~osaved its life- here 
the flags of the world meet the eye and the waters of ocean 
come with the tide-from such to  such surroundings go ant1 come 
this greeting. 

A few gears prior t o  the American Revolution there lived in 
Bergen count^, Ncw Jerst:)?, one Joris Brinlic~.hofl',of t,hefourtll 
generation from Joris Dircksen Brinkerhoif, who mas thc ances-
tra,lhead of all the BrinkerhoRs, either k's or ck's in America, so 
far as known. 

Whether Joris scerited mar and its dangers from afar; o r  con-
sidered that Bergen C o n n t ~had in it all the Brinlicrhoffs it could 
feed; or because he thought there was s better countrjr for 
the husbandmen, we will not stop here to consider; nor will, nor 
can we ascribe to him any but the best motives in leaving his 
New- Jerscj- home; for we havc it from witnesses recently Living-, 
that "Old Joris Omo " (Uncle Georgc), "was a grand old m ; ~ n." 
Anticipating the advice of thewise, yet fodishGreeley,Joris, with 
others of other names, gathered about them their property, 
money and descendants, and left fornew homes in the west, 

Crossing New Jersey and t,he Delaware River they continued 
onward through Pennsyl~ania,,crossing the Susquehanna, a-nd 



still westward up the Blg Conewago, until they came to the red 
lands near the foot.hills of the Blue AUeghanies, where they 
pitched thoir tents and selectodnew homes, now near the historic 
Aeld of Gettysburg, Adams County, then York County, Pa.,in 
the year 1770. He was a slam owner, and brought with him 
from his old to his new home severa.1human beings held by him 
as properby, to whom at his dea,th,he gave the boon of freedom, 

Joris was t.he father of six sons," all born in New Jersey, viz: 
Ja,mes, Gilbert, George, Ruloff, John, a.nd Jacob. These six 
sons multiplied until forty-ninegrandchildren could be claimed 
by Joris, His children and grandchildren numbered fifb-y-five. 
Joris died in Adams County, Pa,.,in 1810 a,t the age of ninety-
one,and yet, wonderful is the fact, that he left behind him, alive, 
all those childrcn a,nd grandchildren! Where can the like be 
found now? 

Joris and sons seems to have been the only Rrinkerhoffs who 
ever came to Adam County to residefrom outside its 1imits.t 

Time works changes. From and a,fter 1770 the Dutch, and 
mith them some of our ancestors, began to work their way up iihe 
Hudson, and also up the rich valley of the Nohawk. The lakes 
of Western New York-rich in fish-with their fertile slopes on 
every side, were scented from the head waters of the Mohawk, 
and the descendants of Soris began t o  sleep with one eye open. 
The Dutch of New York, New Jersey and Adams County, Pa., 
a-ere alike wva,tchful,and the tribe of Joris was determined t o  be 
amongst thc first t o  find homes t-here, t-hongh cold and dreary 
--ere the wlnkrs there in those early days. 

Writing as I do from a sick bed, on my back, and not able t o  
walk, I cannot secure dates, and must trust to memory, but I 
mi l l  say that about 1793 t;o 1797 all the sons of .Toris, save Gilbert 
and John, n~iththeir entire earnmiliesexcept Henry (my grand-
father), the son of James, left Adarns County, Pa., for the '< lake 
cciuntq" of New Tork, and settled on hnds a,bout Auburn 

*Be had another Eon, Rendrick, who was a soldier all &rough the h v o -
lutionary war, and died shortI~after from injuriea received He wae 
unmarried. 

+Therewas a nephew of Joris, @onof  his brother Jacob, who also went to 
A b County, where he married, and went with his cougina R&X and 
Jacob, toCayuga County, Xew Tork, and settled maly inWalcott, W a n e  
County, where he died, leaving one child, a daughter. His namewaa Luku  
(Luks), and he had three children whose names are on the baptismal register 
of the old Dutch Church of Conewago. IFis wife's name was Maria Cod. 



and Owasco Village-or whore those pla.ces have siuce de-
veloped. 

The departure of those families ended the exodus of Brinker-
hoffs to the north, and from -%darnsCounty, until l8a6,when 
Hezekiah-son of Henry,of James--my father., moved to Balti-
more, Md.,but returned t o  a farm in Sdams County at the end 
of two years. 

After this, until 1834, the Brinkerhoff mind was a,t-rest in 
Adam County. 

May 11, lY34, Heeekiah and James Brinkcrhoff, with their 
wives, and eight and three children respectiv-ely, with t-hree 
wagons, sevon horses and three dogs--still anticipating thc wise 
Grceley-left oldhome for the "back woods7'-thewest! Sad 
memories yet come with the thought! Slotvly onwa,ril over 
mountains and streams, through valleys and forests, that little 
company wended its may to the plains and b ~ n k sof $andusky ! 
The nineteenth and lastst;night out, it rested in an Indian house 
within one hundred rods of where I now lie, with but three white, 
squatter families around it, on an area of eighteen nuIes east and 
west andthirteennorth and south. It settled twe11.e miles north 
of here, or! the banks d the Sandusk~,in Seneca coltnty, Ohio, 
Six of the sixteen yet rerna,innear by the old home-the rest sleep 
in sight of it. 

In 1836 Re>-. W. H,and wife-Lhe remaining and youngcst 
brother of Hezekiah and James-came here ; a,nd in 1839 came 
Catherine, Eliza,and Julia, with their husbands and cl~ildren,and 
also Henry and wife, the fat,her and mother of all. 

This left Adams County withouk a descendant of James or 
Joris, aU of whom, through Henry, of James, were in the vsllcy 
of the saudusb.  Sorne of the younger vines are now in 31ichi-
g-an, Xissouri, Dakota, Wisconsin and Indiana. 

The descendants of John a,ndGilbert, of Joris, are, generally, 
in Ada,ms county, yet n few of them may be found in Virginia, 
Western Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Illinois, Kansas and Iowa. 
An extended branch, this, from the root of Joris, of Adams 
County, Pennsylvania. 

I can find no evidence tending to show that a,ny other Brink-
erhoBs were ever in Ohio; an6surely none e-\*crlived thele before 
the settlement there of Hezekiah a,ndaames in 1834. But, in the 
year 1836,Judge Jacob Brinkerhoff settled in Mansfield, Ohio, 
and he was soon followedby his father, Henry I.,ancl family, who 



settled near Pljmouth-same county of which Minsfleld is the 
county seat. 

Hcnry I. was the son of Jacob, who was the youngest snn of 
Joris. Gcn. Henry R., son of Ruloff of Joris, from near Auburn, 
N. Y., came about the same time Eenry I. did,with his brge and 
interesting family, and settled on a farm, also near Plymouth, 
but in Huron County. 

Ben. Henry R. and Judge Jacob Brinkerhoff, mereboth decked 
to  Congress, as Democrats, from adjoining districts, in 1843, but 
the General sickened and died without taking his seat. 

The Judge made himself s national name and man by his 
rroicc and vote aga,instthe admission of Texas, and tariff of 1848. 

In 1850 came the younger General R.,with trvo sisters; he 
settled in Mansfield, hisp~esenthome, and his sistersst Plymouth. 
Fort) miles of space separated the New Pork and Adams Couilty, 
Pa., Brinkerlloffs, in Ohio, but thc sameblood makes sympathet.ic 
hearts;. 

This, for this case, co-r-ers my field of duty, as t o  the number 
of branches of the vine, but  there is a world of thought;left from 
which I will a t h e r  a few leaws, formy dear friend,the General, 
to transmit to you. 

Physically, the Bri~ikerhoffs,in appearance, are men. Many 
af them rise above six feet, are erect and not cwarse or homely. 
The earlier generations were slighl;ly on the sandj- wmplexion 
order. Rather uncommon to see one corpulent, or -ding that 
way. when compareti with the animal family they can properly 
be classed with the gazelle, deer and hare, There is about them 
nothing like the lion, panl,her, bear, cat or fox. 

They are not o tough and strong people, b u t  patience and 
common sense enable them to erldurc and accomplish much, and 
make them, as a class, become ripe in J-ears before deaGh claims 
them. 

Their crowning failure, as a class, is modesty-that kind of 
timidity that makes them shrink from great acts of which they 
are capable-thereby developing, or manifesting, only half their 
powers. Hence they are never aggressive, but always quietly 
and confidently self-relianG. They seek not notoriety-are not 
egotists-never willingly, servants or day laborers, but masters 
of their own business. 

The Brinkerhoff n-omen-such by birth right-are generally 
neat, trim, practical, bright, fair and handsome, as well as the 
wen. 



"From one root and of one blood are all the Brinlrerhoffs in 
America,'' is our boast; and yet we ha,\-e two colors ! What! 
two colors ? Y e s; sad it is to say it ! 

Whenin New York in 1859 my attention mas called to a dray-
man of our much-h-lo~redname, and went to him to shake his hand 
as he must be of our blood. IVhen he turned t o  me atmy ap-
proach, I beheld an African ! Iknew that either the na.me or 
Hood was nut of us. '' Is your name Brinker.hoff?" said I to 
him. "Yes sir," was the ready reply. I was somewhat aston-
ished at this, for only the day before I heard from a very promi-
nent merchant, words $hat have made me much of the little I 
am, B ~ z . :  Your Fame wit.houtmoney mill secure you h:re all 
the goods you want, for you are of KO.1 New York and New 
Jersey stock." If so, thought I, how about the darkiee-one 
blood, pat two colors ! "Good stock !" 

Iventured to ask, "where m you from?" I hoped not from 
Ohio, Adsms CounQ- or Western New Tork. And, norr my 
New Jersey k's or ck's will not mink I am rusting anj- reflec-
tions on them when I give the answer. "I am from New Jer-
:sey, sir ! M y  g*randfa.ther was a slore in New Je~sey,and 
adopted his master's name!" Brighter. grew the skies. The 
pure salt air, sweeping up Cortlandt Stseet became more brac-
ing. All was over ! "Good stock-one blood " only a mistake 
in color! "All iswell thet ends rVell." 

Prior t o  1834, %-henyour correspondent leftAdarns County, the 
schools there were very poor, sub~cripl~iouschools; the teachers 
generally drunkenIrishmen. 

Up to thc age of thirteen, little could be learned t h e r e a n d  
.after our removal t o  Ohio no better fields in its dark forests came 
to view. So put11 first and the forests last, with all its labors, 
Sound me at tmenQ- one, like thousands of others, as green as a 
half-grown pumpkin. Our New York and Eastcrn B's cannot 
boast of such shorl;comings. 

Speaking for myself, and as a modest man, when a.trxly best I 
tip the scales at two hundred and seventy-five pounds ! Can any 
.of you sapas much P In such an organism, andwith plenty of fish 
for thebra,in,what should be itspower in health ? And 3-et1 a,m 
anly a baby Brinkerhoff inname a.ndfa.me. I havubeen too modesk 
all my life I I a.mno general, no judge, no honorable. X mustsoon 
commence as councjlman, as Andy Johnson did, or I will not get 
tkrough ! I live where politics are bad for my advancement, 

Morally our Brinkerhoffs are on s par with the rest. They 



are naturally and generally a chu~ch-goingpeople, and a law 
unto themselves. WTith all people as ours, jails and peniten-
tiaries could be torn down. 

Prohibition or license need not in any way aIarm our people in 
Ohio. We drink the drink that our Great Father has provided 
for His children. Sometimes we add a little coffee or tea. 

Politica.lly, as a rule, they are always for the right as seen by 
them. 

Before the war we can put them in three divisions, viz.: 
Anti-Slavery MThigs, Anti-Slat-erj- Democrats, and <'8lavery 
Divine "Democrats. 

When t.raitors rained iron ha,il on Sumter, and the call to  
asins was made, almost as one man, did they stand by our coun-
try's flag. If any w a ~ e r e dit was the Divine fellows. May be 
even they aarecomforted now. 

Seemingly, t o  me, a little matter in the d i s t ~ n tpast will not 
be objectionable here and now l;o those of Ins blood, and 1promise 
t,hat it shall cost you nothing, and surely will not offend anyone 
present. 

Just prior t o  the war, as I have it from a prominent Presby-
terian minister, there was held in Mansfield, O., a meeting of 
Presbytery of United Prcsbyteria,ns. There was present there 
and then Elder John Brinkerhoff, of Wooster, 0,"a schola.rly 
and gentlemznly Anti-Sla,veryDemocrat. Borne of the elders 
and minishrs, being at tea together, as invited guests, there 

*Ron. John BrinkerIxoR stiU resides st Wooster, Ohio, where he hasbeen 
from hi early manhood. He is a civil engineer by profession, and for many 
~ w s ,under all political changes, has been Gounty Surveyor of Wayne 
Corn&. During the war he was elected tothe Sh te  Senate, and served two 
years. H e  was born in Cumberlaud County, F%,June 9, 1813. His fxther's 
name was Daniel. His gmndfatlier's name was also Daniel and he came 
from Pl~iladelphia,Pa., and his father's name w m  George, f r o m  Bergen 
County, N. J., where he ww born in 1721, and was tile son of Dii-ck, the 
son of Hendrick. 

Jolin Bri~lkcrhoffalso had abrother Willinto, who waa born A w t  21, 
1821,and died October C, 1885,md who formany years hae been a prominent 
educator in Ohio. He waa a graduate of F r d n  ,College and &o of Yale 
CoLlege. H e  was for some time superintendent of the Cadiz public schools, 
and for eighteen pears he held the position of President of Hopedale Normal 
College. For the past two yeam he bas been Resident of Franklin 
C d e g e .  He was a consistent membr of the U. 7.. Church! a man of 
eminentscholarship, and one who washeld in the highest eateemby him fellow-
men. He leaves a wife and two som. His remains were interred at Hop* 
well, the funeral being held onWedneday, 



naturally came up questions at table for discussion, amongsk 
which came one on astronomy. In this matter Brinkerholl 
surpassed even the ministers. Amon,& the guests was an old 
Scotchman, who roomed with the man of our blood. AfWr 
returning t o  their room and preparing to retire for the night, the 
Scotchman said : "Mr. Brinkerhoa, I am glad me have an elder 
who earl beat the preachers on astronomy, but yet there is a 
great mystery tome here. I dinna, know how a mancan lrnom 
so much about the stars, and still be a Democrat !" The point 
was so well made that our friend had t o  tell it when he returned 
home. 

The Brinkerhoffs being men of sellse, do not become offended 
at puns and jokes, and, therefore, I give this free of cost. 

Slavery-American slavery-with all its C' divinity," is dead 
and buried, and over its putrid form has truly risen s great and 
free people-the wonder and admiration of the world, of which we 
sre a,part, as well as proud ! Our &ilgis the stars and stripes, 
and we see it nailed to the top of the mast, there to stay. 

Q *: *: * it * 
I was born in Adarns County, Pa., Narch 4, 1821, and reside 

atUpper Sandusky, Ohio. 
I am what I am from observation and stud?, and, a t  my age, 

one descending the hill of life, and with some of you must soon 
joiu those whose memory we cumrnemomte, but whilst life Iasts 
I would be pleased to extend scordial welcome to anj-of my name 
or blood who may nrander westward from the old Atlantic home-
steads. 

With &st wishes for the success of the re-union, and for the 
health and happiness of all our kindred and fr ienb,  1 remain, 

FraternaIly yours, 
ALEXANDERW. BRIKRERHOBF. 

BRIEF HISTORY 05' THE 	PENNSIZVAXIA RRA3CH O F  !VHE BRISK-


ERHOFF FAMILY. 


BY REV. J. W. LOTE. 

George Brinkarboff, the ancestor of the Pennsylvania fa,mily 
of the same name, was the son of Jacobus, the grandson of 
Hendrick, and great grandson of Joris Derickserl. He was born 
near Hackensack, Octaber 0, 1519, and with his n-ife &rtina, 
whose maiden name mas Bogart, and their seven sons, moved to 
Adams County, Pa., in 1770. They seem to hare made the 



long journeywith quite a number of others from Bergen County, 
K. J., with a view to join still others of their acquaintances -tho 
had preceded them s few years. In aU, there must have been 
about one hundred and fifty fatnilies, who, between the years 
1765 and lTi5, sought new homes in what was then the wilds of 
York County, fully ten miles from NcCalashr's town, (now 
Hanover), which was then at the outskirts of civilization on the 
n~estof the Susq~iehannaRiver. Here these descendants of 
JorisDericksen settiledwith others of their Holland friends, making 
quite s large colony from the old Hackensack regon. The tract 
of land thus occupied by these Dutch people was about eight or 
ten inilcs square, east of the town of Gettysburg, Adams County-
made famous by the great conflict between the armies of the 
North and South in July, 1864. The Blinkerhoffs purchased 
ambout5'30 acres of what thcy thought to be fertile land, judging 
by the tall pine and oak trces that grew upon it, within three 
miles of the present site of Getkysburg. There they went to 
work clearing out the primeval forest and otherwise fitting up 
their future home. The previous owner of the property ha,d 
built. an adobe, or clay house, a ?-ear or t1.o before. This con-
tained four large rooms, and being well situated near a good 
spring, and in the center of their land, became the mansion and 
homestead of the family. In course of time additions were made 
to both ends-one for the colored servants and one for a shop, 
where they ma,nufactured their cloth for garments and their 
farming implements; for, be it remembered, they were their own 
inanufacturers in those days. This ancient house served for 
three generations, and a. part of it was only removed about s 
score of years ago. Its walls were about two and a half feet, 
thick, and \\-hen removed were still almost as solid as rock. 

A new house has been built on the old site,and the old spring 
is still there. The ~rigina.1purchase was divided into fine farms, 
three of which, with the old homestead, are still in the possession 
of the descendants of the old ancestor. 
By indust,ry and economy this property was paid for, and a 

considerablefund semired besides, so that in the year 1795 two 
of the sons, namely Roelof and Jacob (James went in '96 or 
W), left the paternal home with their families, and, with others, 
settled in New York Skate on the Owasco Lake, where their 
descendants still reside in la,rgenumbcrs. They were afterwards 
joined by brother Georpanother brother-and his family. 
Gilbert and John remaiued with their pa.rents, the former 



moving some three miles southeast, the latter continuing on 
the old homestcad. Gilbert married Elizabeth Oche~nrrtn,m-ho 
bore him two sons and seven daughters. 

John married Sarah Vanarsdel. They had Ave sons and three 
daughters. These two, Gilbert and John, were thc heads of 
what are properly h o w n  as the Adams County, Pa., families. 
They both have numerous descendants in and arourid Gettj~sburg, 
and in Ohio and other parts of the west,as ha%-calso the O ~ ~ ~ s s c o  
branch of the family. 

It is proper to say that George (the ancestor of the Adams 
County, Pa., and Owaseo, N. Y., families) was a Inan of prom-
inence, of earnest christian character and sterling l ~ ~ o r t h ,like his 
fathers before him. Of the seven sons, one died unmarried. 
The other six lived to he agcd men; all folio>\-eci agricultural 
pursuits, except George, the se\-enth son, who, as said, became s 
clergyman in the Dutch church, and Irorn the records seems to 
have been a very useful man. All the sons were IneB of more 
than average mental ability, and made their influence largely 
felt in church and state. Mans of their descendants have also 
been quite prominent in the learned professions and in business 
life. There arc among them juclges, lawyers, congressmen, 
assemblymen, generais, colonels, physicians, bankers, merchants, 
and men of all caIlings, including ministers of the gospel. 

Ancestor George was especially noted as a marl of kind dis-
position, as well as of uprightness of life. Though possessed of 
numerous slaves, he never sold but one, arid thak wss  to accom-
modate a slave husband and wife, who nstiirally riesired to live 
together. He died January 3, l t 3 1 U ,  aged about ninety Fears. 
His wife had preceded him to the eternal urorId February 5,1;S2, 
at the age of fifty-four years. 

John (who, as I have mid, succeeded his father to the old 
homestead), was for many years a, justice of the pertee, and very 
highly esteemed a man of sound judgment and of worth. I 
believe it is true of all the fathers, from Jol is  Dericksen down, 
that they were men of high-toned christhn charackr, and that, 
they raised their children in the fear arid lore of God. 

I think we may even modestly claim on occasions likc the 
present, at least, that the Brinkerhoff stock from first to last, is 
quite respectable and well-behaved. We do not doubt that a11 
have had their faults, and some of them, perhaps, vei-J-glaring 
ones, but, taking them as a whole, we have no reason to be 
ashamed of the name. We cannot learn that any one of the 



name was e.r-er indicted for crime, or regarded as a very bad 
person. We have heard it said that some of them-the Inen, I 
supposehad very la.rge feet, yet they also seem to have had 
la,lsgehearts, full of christian ~ i r tues ,as a-ppeared from their 
dadly lives. 

It is believd that all the sons of George, except the preacher, 
old enough to serve in the army, were for a lon,wr or shorter 
period soldiers in the revolutionary army. Certain i t  is that all 
were loyal to the cause of drneriun independerlce. 

These wuniorls may not only afford us much soocil enjoyment, 
as hhey do to-day, but also serve to stimulate us to imitate the 
godly lives of our ancestry. . 

MTearc divinely comma,nded to honor father and mother, and, 
I take it, that this gathering to-day is in part for that object. 
I will only add &hateach one of us should earncstlg strive so to 
l i ~ ~ e ,as ultimately to join in that happy re-union of Christ's re-
deemed people around the throne of God to meet, our honored 
ancestors who have died in the faith of Christ, there t o  be parted 
no more forever. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Addressed t o  James J. Brinkerhoff, Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee. 

GEORGE M. BRI~TERHOFF,Attorney at law, SpringfleZd, 
Illinois. 

August 19, 1BSB. 
MY DEARSIR:Your kind in%-itatiou,supplemented by one of 

my estecmod kinsmen, Gen. R. Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield, Ohio, 
is at hand and noted. 

I. regret that.I cannol;be with you on the twenty-seventh inst., 
and cnjog your re-union. It would afford myself a,ndfamily great 
pleasum were it-possible for us to be there; but pressing business 
engagements in t , l~eopposih diwction demand my presence on 
that day. 

I trust t o  hsve the pleasure some day in the near future of 
stopping on some of my Easterntrips and seeing the places so Iong 
fa,miliarto my ancestors. My line of kindred is as follows: 

1.- Joris Dericksen Brinkerhoff. 
2.-Hendrick Brinkerhoff. 
3.--Joris Brinkerbob. 



4 . 4 0 h n  Brinkerhoff. 
5 .-George J. BrhkerhofC. 
6 . 4 o h 1 1Brinkerhoff,my fat.her. 
7.-George M. Brinkerhoff, myself. 
Joris Brinkerhoff(thethird), above mentioned, came to Adams 

County, Pa., in 1770, and settled near Huntcrstoan, where all 
of my father's, and my own, ancestors residcd. I was the first 
one of my grandfather's family to leave the ancestral county, 
which Idid in 1S39. I located in Springfield,Illinois, my present 
residence, and have resided hore since that date, tp-enty-six 
years ago, 365- fa,therand three of my brothers now also reside 
here. Another brother resides atStephen, Minnesota, in the Red 
River Valley, where myself and two brothers have a large wheat 
fiarm in cultivation-over two thousand acres. Another brother 
resides in Franklin County, Ka.nsa,s,where wehave a large cattle 
farm. 

Thus you see we have separated far and wide from the old 
homestead. 

1 was married to Isabella. G.Hanley,August 4,18G2, and our 
family consists of five children living, and one little boy died in 
185'6. 

M y  oldest child (a son), John Ha.nly (twenty pears of age), 
just closed his college days ah h k e  Forrest Universitj-, nea,r 
Chicago, in June, auld isnow in q v  oflice a t  work. The other 
children,oneboy and three girls, are sttending scllool. 

I trust this family letter will not weary 3-011,but that you 
may know whence we come, I thus write. 

My father is living with us here at t,he age of set-enty-four. 
My mother died in Adams County, Pa., in 1581, at the age of 
sixty-r-seven. M y  father's brothers are dl dead except one, 
Henry by name, who resides in Geittysburg, Adams County, 
Pa. With kindest rega,rdsI am your kinsman, 

GEORGEM.BRINKERHOFF. 

JOSIAH BRMKERHO~,President First National Bank, Pljmouth, 
Ohio. 

-4ugust 25, ISd5. 
DEARSIR: T received yourinvitation to attmd the Brinkerhoff 

Re-union, and regret t-hatcircumstztnces a,re such that I caunot 



be present. A word in regard to our fa,mily may not be 
amiss. 
13; fat,her, Henry J., was a son of Jacob Brinkerhoff, of 

CE-ugaCourrty, N. Y.,where I was born. My father having 
failed started for the West, having a family of six children, three 
boys and three girls. We landed at this place fifty-two years 
ago. I warnsthen a young man of eighteen. My eldest brother, 
Jacob, who hail commenced studying law, followed us abaut twvo 
Spars later and began the practice of law at Mansfield, Ohio. 
At tllieage of thirty-tmo, he was elected t.0 Congress where he 
served 1;wo t e rns ,  when he resumed $he pradice of law. In 1854 
he was elected one of the Supreme Judges of Ohio. He served 
three terms-fifteen yeass in all-when, on account of failing 
hca,lth,he declined the nomination for a fourth time. Re died in 
18SO. I am the next son, and by the Wace of God I am what I 
am. 

Ny youngest brother James, go t  the appoint.mentof cadet at. 
West Point. After being t,here for two yews he resigned on 
account of brain difllculk~r. He was in the  sameclass with Stone-
m-all Jackson; trained next t o  him for two years. He said a 
nobler young man he neveP knew. 

General Henry R. Brinkerhoff, of this place, was elected to 
Congross about 1S42, but died in a few months, and was never 
able t o  take his seat at Washington. 

Among the living me have: Gen. R.Brinkerhoff, of Mansfidd, 
Ohio; Eon. John Brinkerhoff, of Wooster, Ohio; Dr. Alexander 
Brinkerhoff, Sandusky, Ohio, and Dr. D.H. Brinkcrhoff, of 
Fremont, Ohio. 

I think we h a ~ ~ edone our part here in keeping up the r e p u b  
tion of the Brinkerhoff family. We have no Baxaks, Qideons o r  
Sampsons('whosubduedkingdoms, orstoppedthemouthsof lions," 
but we have plenty of Johns, James, Georgeu, Henrys, and 
Roelifs, who have subdued forests, wrought righteonsness, over-
come difficulties, andbecame independent;, good citizens. I do not 
know how it is d o v i ~East, but here in the West, wherever we 
find a Brinkerhoff, whether he be rich or poor, we expect to meet 
a respectable worthy man. 

Hoping you will have a large gathering a.nda pleasant time, 
I a,m, truly youl-s, 

JOSIAHBRTMILEREO~. 



JOHNJ. BRIN~ERHOKF, N.Y.Auburn, Cayuga a,, 

August 24,1885. 
DEARCOUSIX: I address you as cousin, but I donot know in 

what degree, but a,syou are a Brinkerhoff, of course 1%-eare re-
lated. I received your circular, inviting all the Brinlierhoffs to 
are-union tobeheldatRidgfield Parkonthet~v-enQ--sewnthinst,.I 
think it is we11to keepinremembrance thegenealogy of our family; 
for although we will not chim that all the Brinkcrhoffswere good 
men and women, yet, considering their numbers, as few dark 
spots can be found among them as among any other fami$, Of 
all wit11 whom I have b s n  acquainted (and I have h o m n  
many), I cannot recall one who has been arrested for crime, and 
many of them have held ofices of honor and responsibility, b0t.h 
civil and military, and in the church. 

XJ~grandfather, George Brinkerhoff, emigrated from near 
Hackensack, Bergen Go,, N. J., in 1770, o r  1771 t o  Adams Co., 
Pa., with his family. He had sever1 children, all sons. Onc dicd 
unmarried; I think his name was Henry. His: sixremainingsons 
James, Gilbert, Roeliff, Jacob (my father), John and George, 
had forty-nine children. So my grandfather had forty-nine 
grandchildren ; I think all living at the time of his death in 1S10. 
Of the forty-nine only two now survive, Lucretie Scriver, 
widow, of Hunterstown, Pa., about eighty-one years old, and 
myself. 

I was eighQ-two years old on the sel-enteenth day of last 
February. My father and Uncle RoeIiff mth eight other families 
emigrated from Adams Go., Pa., to this county (Capga, N, 
Y .), then an almost unbroken wilderness, in the spring of 1T93. 
Thoy Ieft Gettysburg, Pa., April 30, and reached this county 
July 4,having been two months andfourdays on the way, owing 
to the road being rough and their being detained tn-o m-celis by 
high water at the Susquehama River. They made their seb 
tlement at and &boutthe foot of Owasco Lake, about three miles 
south of the now city of Auburn. They organized a religious so-
ciety in 1795, in connection with the Dutch Reformed Church. 
Immigrants soon came in papidly and settled in the same local-
ity, and in the slimmer of 1797, they erected the  first church edi-
fice in this county. 1.t was built of l o p ,  25 by 30 feet, with a 
gallery on three sides. T'he logs were flattened with the broad 
axe, and the seats were made of nice slabs. I have often, in 
later years, heard the old people say they never enjoyed life 



better than when they lived in their log ho~ses,and clearing 
their lands, a,ndgoing to worship in the log meeting house. 

They had no classes among then1 in those days; none tried ta 
outshine others in outward appeamnce, and so there was no envy 
or jealousji among them; and, of course, thej+were contented and 
happy.

I will mention here that a few years a.ft;erthis, k n families ca,me 
here, and two more of my uncles came with their families, viz., 
Ja,mes3rinkerhoff and Rev. George Brinkerhoff, so four of my 
grandfather's sons with their families were here. 

Many of their descendants are now scattered over several 
states;but there a.rea podl>-number of them here yet. 

The log meeting house mentioned above mas on my father's 
farm about seventy rods from our house. It was in use until 
1815,when a new frame edifice ITEM built about two miles south-
east from the old one at, Owasco Tillage. I am living at the 
same place where I was b o ~ i ~on the seventeenthday of February, 
1803,with one of my sons and his family. My boloved wife died 
June 29,1886. 

W e  had a pleasant re-unionof the BrinkerholTs at Gettysburg, 
Fa., on the twentyfifth of last August, at which 1 had the 
pleasure of being pprwent, and when I received the notice of the 
re-union at R-idgefield Park next Thursday, I was strongly 
tempted hundertake the journey and be with you. But consid-
ering my age and the Marm weather, I have decided it wouId be 
my duty t o  deny myself the pleasure. 

N y  health is still good for one 	of my age, for which I have 
reason to he thankful to our Heavenly Father. 

Please accept my best wishes for the wclfarc of you all, and 
tha,tyou maF have a pleasa,ntand onjoyable time. 

JOHNJ. B R E P ~ R H O F F .  

ISAAC Chicago, Illinois.D. 	BRINKERHOFC, 
August, 1886. 

D E ~ RSIR:The notice of the Brinkerhoff Re-union at your 
place was duly received. I regret to say that owing to so short 
a notice I shall be unable t o attend. I wouldnot miss it for any-
thing if I could only arrange affairs t o  admit of my leaving. 
take great iuterest in such a meeting, and I hope there will be a 
goodly number present. I wish you mouId have a photographer 

I 



there to take views of the piace and of ever~thingof interest, 
both to those who are present and those who cannot attend. 

It has occurred tome that i t  would be well to organize t h e  
family into a society, and to purchase a portion of t,heOld Home-
stead, and tha,ta complete record of the family be made and kept, 
and that this society be also a mutual aid society-that is t o  say, 
if any are sick, or poor, and need assistance, that the society be in 
a shape t o  help such. 

I, for one, feelproud of our name and family, and feel a great 
desire t o  have the standing a.ndintegrity of the family perpetu-
ated to all t-ime. 

Messrs. Brown Bros. of Wall st,reet,hT. Y.,told mne just before 
I left that city, ten years ago, that there never hadbeen a 
criminal in tho fanlily in Holland or America up t o  that time. 

My father, John R. Brinkerhoff, died three years ago last 
March, just 80years old. 
My prayer is tha,t you may have a pleasant, and profitable 

&hering-one that will be of mutual good t o  all. 
ISAACD. B R ~ K E R R O ~ .  

MISS MALVINA BRINKEJ~OFF, Ohio,Mansfield, 
by GENERALR. BRINKKRHO~. 

August 1B, 1987. 
DEARSIB: I am requested by Niss Malvino Brlnkcrhoff, of 

this eity, to acknowledge the receipt of invitation to attend the 
Brinkerhoff Re-union on the trventy-seventh inst., and to express 
her regrets that other engagements will prevent her attendance. 

Miss Brinkerhoff is the eldest daughter of the  Hon. Jacob 
Brjnkerhotf, deceased, of this city. 

Judge Brinkerhoff was a descendant of 301is Dericksen 
Brinkerhoff, of the eighth generation. 

He was born Aug~lst,31, 1810,in the town of Niles, Cayuga 
County, New York. His fdther, Hc?r~r~:I. Brinkerhoff, mas 
from Adam6 County, Pennsj~lvsnia. His grandfather wa's Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, son of Joris Brinkerhoff, who removed from 
Bergen County, New Jersey, in 1771. Joris 1%-asthe son of 
Jacobus, the son of Hendrick. 

He commenced the practice of the law in this eity in 1837, and 
rcsided here until his death in July, 1879. 



He u7aselected to Congress in 1843, where be become affil-
iated with the Free Soil Party, and drew up the famous resolu-
tions introduced by Daniel Wilmot, m d  since linown as the Wil-
mot proviso. The original resolution in his h m d  writing is now 
in the Cong-ressional library at Washing-ton. 

He was subsequently, in 1895,elected a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Ohio, and served in tha,t capacity threo successix~e 
terms-a period of fifteen years. 

He lcft 3 family of four children, three of whom are noat Liv-
ing-George, Walvina, and Rwlef. The first two reside in this 
city, a.nd We last na,medin Fredericktown, Ohio. 

The Judge ranked as one of the ablest and most owomplished 
lawyers in the State,and was a man in wery respect wo-rthy of 
his na,meand lineage, 

Very truly, 
R. BRX~TEREOFF. 

BIrrs. LUCYK O ~ S  Santa Barbara,, California,.BRINKERHOFF, 
dugust 17, 1885. 

MY DEAR S ~ R: Your kind invitation to the Brinkerhoff 
Re-union, on the  27th inst., reached me to-day. I would gladly 
accept it in memory of my late husband,Dr. Samuel B. Brinnker-
hofl, but I am not strong and the continent is wide. I ha-ce not 
had tihe pleasure of knowing many of my husband's na.me, but 
his life proves tha-the came of no ignoble race. That he lived 
above the temptations of early times in this State ; that in t-he 
.community where he piqacticedmedicine for twenty-eight years 
he was unusually esteemed; and that hisname has gone into locd 
history as "the poor man's doctor," is  proof to you who meet 
to recount the virtues of your sires that he was worthy of the 
name of Brinkerholr. 

Again thanking you, and wishing tba-tthe heavens may bend 
serene above you on that interestmg day. 

I remain, sincerely yours, 
LGGPNOTESB R ~ R H O F F .  



NOSES Fargo, Dakota.BRIXKERHO~, 
August 23, Id%. 

DEARRINSM-4~: I r e s e t  very much that it will be irnpossihl 
for  me to be presentat the re-union. I had my arrangements 
made and passes secured t o  go, but nnfortuntttely took n severe 
cold which has mttled in my head and laid me up for the time 
being. Consequently will be obliged t o  represent m>-self and 
family by letter. 

I enclose a poem written bj- m-\+wife, Josephine L., for the 
occasion, at the request of Gencml R.Brinkerhoff, of Mansfield, 
Ohio. 

N y  family consists 00myself and my wife? Josephine, a,nd 
children, Charles 3. Brinkcrhoff, age 24, and Geo~geT.Klirllier-
hoff, age 20 J-ears. Chnr4es is a conductor,. now running the 
Fort Scott & Gulf It.R. Qeorgc is a, civil engineer, now in the 
employ of the Government on a survey in the Rockj- Blountahs. 

I desire to extend s genera,l inl-itation to  all bg- t,he r~srneof 
Brinkerhoff t.hroug-11out the world, \\rho skoultl ewr comethrongh 
Bargo to make mjThouse their home whil6 in the country, The 
latch st l ing is a l w a ~ son the outside. 

Tours truly, 
MOSESB m m ~ ~ o m .  

ELBERTA. BR~CKERHOFF,Englewood, Bergen County, N. J. 
Sumst  10, 1855. 

NTDEAR SIR:The circular letter, inritingmyself and family 
to the re-union a,tRidggfleld Park on the tment~serenthinstant, 
duly received. If I were at home (Englewood),nothing 15-ould 
delight me Inore than to meet so many of our family and name, 
but my absence (being on the south side of Long Island), com-
bined with business enga,gements,will, I fear, prevent my meet-
ing. with YOU. Hoping that weather and cireumsta~i~cesmay 
favor, aud the gathering be most pleasa,nt, 

I beg t o  remain sincerely, 
ELEERTA. BHLYCBERSOFF. 



WSRREWC .  BRINRERHOFF,Detroit Michiga,n. 

August 24, 1885. 
DEARSIR:I have before me an invitation to  be present at a 

Rrjnkerl~offRe-union atRidgefield Park on Monday next, which, 
for a number of rreasons, Iwill be unable to accept. 

It m70ul(lafford memuchpleasure tomeet nlth those who, while 
main1y entire st~.angers,are only removed from relat,ionship by 
eight.or ten generations, 

While I think that not a greatdeal depends upon ancestry, I still 
am proud to inquire after rn?: nationality. I am thoroughly 
American, in proof of which 'I refer to the fact that I am the 
ninth generattion, from the original Erinkcrhoff, that came 
over in 1638. 

My wishes for a pIeasant re-union accompany my regrets atmy 
inability to attend. 

Yours  t-ruly, 
WAICXENC. BRINKF,RHOFF. 

Jm-NIET H O M ~ O X  Gettysburg, Pa.NONFORT, 
August 24, 1885. 

DEARSIR: Thank you for the invihfiion t o  the re-unionwhich 
I am very sorry I cannot accept. 

I would like to be with you to meel; the many new friends I 
know so little about. 
M y  father n;as a des~enda~ntof Gilbert Brinkerhoff who settled 

in Mt. Pleasant Township, Adams County, Pa. His mother was 
a,daughter of Gilbert, a,ndmarried Poter ~lonfort .  

Father haid one sister who is still living, ?vim.I?. P. Latourette, 
of hTiddletown, Ohio. I have one sister merried to  Rev. 0.H, 
Melcher, and living in Springtown, Bucks Co., Pa. I live with 
my mother, and would be very glad to have any of the friends 
visit us. 

Wishing you a pleasant time, I remain respectfully, 

J m m  THOMPSON
MONFORT. 



DAVIDCASSAT Springflold, Illinois.BRINKERHOFF, 
August 16, 1885. 

MY DEARKIXSXAN:Your kind invitation to the Brinkerhoff 
Re-union at Ridgefield Park, Bergen Co., N. J., August 27, 1835, 
t o  hand and contents noted. 

X y  sincere desire is to be with 3-ou, but I am very sorry to 
say business engagemcuts w<ll debar me this much prized plessure. 
Hoping in the near future to have the pleasure of meeting at a. 
Brinkerhoff %.union, and ~ v i s h ~  a glorious good oldyou all 
time on this and many other occasions of like kind, and with kind 
regardsto alI, I remain in fraternity, chsrity and loyaltyv, ever 
true t o  Ghe Brinkerhoff family, etc.. etc., 

DAVIDCASSATBRINKERHOFF. 

J. V.B I ~ I ~ ~ R H O F F ,Necnah, Wisconsin. 
August 20, IS85. 

DEAKSIR:Your communication is at  hand, thanks for the 
invitation. It would be impossible for me toattend this re-union, 
but it meets my hearty approval. I should be v q much grati-
fied to be present on the twenty-seventh inst. I auticipatt: you 
will have a very pleasant time, and I hope you will have a profit-
able one. 

The Brinkerhoff family here has many r,epreset~tati~~es,t,he 
Brinkerhoffs, the Whitenach and the Briens. Please t o  remem-
ber us at your meeting. 

I sometimes dabble a littIe in poetry. I will senti you a 
specimen which must represent; us iri your re-union. The scene is 
la-idhere on the beautiful Fox River, one of the most beautiful 
rivers in the United States; and the old council tree is rlow- pa,ssed 
into history, l ~ a ~ v i n gjust been cut down by order of the Go\-ern-
ment to widen the mouth of the Fox, as it flows out of Lake 
Winnebago. 

If anything of mare ehan common interest transpires at your 

meeting, please correspond. 


Yours truly, 

J. V.BRIA'KERHO~. 



FOX RIVER. 

Thcse stanzas were suggested by the following legend : 
The Indians have a tradition +haatthe waters of Fox River 

do not actually mingle with the floods of Lake Michigan. They 
believe t l~atwhile they are apparently absorbed in the still waters 
of Green Bay, they are really transferred, in some mysterious 
manner, to the skies. They connect this transformation rvith the 
phenomenonof the aurora borealis. Whether thoy believe that 
the change and coruscation of these nodhern lights are reallj~the 
e1estia.l stirearns of the Fox; whether they are caused by the 
smilcs of the Great Spirit, at t h e  marvel that has been accom-
plished ; or, whether both these combine to form the aurora, it 
is impossible to determine. The reader must ta,ke his choice : 

Flow gently, Fox E ~ e r; flow gently along 
Thy clear, crystal waters tell in legend and song 
Of ralley and hill and w n o h d  m d  abeam, 
And Magantha, the beautiful, dark,foreat queen 

Row gentl~,Fox River; may your song as you run 

Be the song of the victor when battle is won. 

Let the hurricane rage and the loud thunder roar, 

'Twill awake not Magantha asleep on your shore. 


Flow gently, Fox River; Mapntha's now queen 

Where the rnystic Pox Riwr flows through the unseen ; 

Let the smile and the tear and the song and the dirge 

Blend together in sadneas like surge upon surge. 


Flow on, gentle river; may your bright waters run 

As the dawn of the mornir~g,as ths gleam of fie sun; 

ABthe breeze from the mountain when the atorm isnomore, 

Or the zephyrs of evening when your wava kissthe shore. 


Flow on, ~nightyriver; niay Four waters bring forth 
'Toour vision bright flashes that gleam in the north. 
Let the x~hiteand the red blend together on high 
O'er the mysticFox River that fades in the sky. 

The white man lias come with hia long knife and fnaee ; 

UTemust now make our homes by the greatwestern sen. 

The dark forwt maidens will ne-rermore sing 

On y ~ u rbank6 like the blackbird in morning of spring. 


Flow on,~nightyr i ~ e r; no more will you be 

As of old when your waters were untamed and free ; 

The white man now claims you-you are held in your course, 

To be chained to his cities and big iron horse. 




The panther and deer and the wolf arid the bear 
May reposa undisturbed when asleep in his lair ; 
The elk in his pasture, the birds on the bough, 
No danger need fear ; they are aafe enough now. 

Flow on,mighty river; may your watera be bright 

An the meteor's flash that illumes the dark night. 

We are e d e d  to roam, toreturn neTermore 

To the old council tree on your beautiful shore. 


NEENAE, WLS. 

DAVID Rutherford, Bergen Co., X.J., of the firmB. 	IVISON, 
of Irisw, Elakeman & Go., New Yorkcity. 

August 5,1885. 
DEAR$ 1 ,  : It is ;Ipleasure t o  be even so rernohly connected 

with so worthy a name and family-a family whose uglightncss 
and integrity has bmn blessed by the piety and pmjrers of its 
ancestors t o  the third and iourth genel-ation. May its naIne 
never be sullied. Rcspecfully, 

D.B. Ivison. 

Besides the above, simple regrets were reccived from the lol-
lowing persons : 

John BrinkerhoE, Woostcr, Ohio ; 5. C. Brinkerhoff, Canton, 
-111.; Divid Brinkerhoff, Orvasco, N. Y. ; Abram 4. Brinkerhoff, 
Agent of the Chicago and N. W. Railway, Chicago, Ill. ; H. R. 
Brinkcrhoff, Fort; Randall, Dakota ;E. AT.L. Brinkerhofl, Prsrric 
Qty, Ill. (ason ol Rw. James G.Erinkei.hoff); Nr.and Mrs. A. 
D. Knevdv and son, FWill on thoHudson ; H. S. Brinkerhofi, 
War Department, Adjutant General's Oflice, Washington; %1L'S.A 


Sarah AIsop, Inter Baen, Huntington, Lang Island; John 
Brinckerhofi Jackson, Engineer U. S. Navy, Torpedo Station, 
h'ea-port, R. I.; John M. Brinkerhoff, Moravia, N. Y. (grandson 
of Rev. George G. Brinkerhoff},i\lr. and Mrs. Nicholas T. 
Romaine, San Francisco, Cal. ;Mr. and Mrs. Christie Romaiuc, 
.Rackensack,Bergen Co.,N. 3.; John N. Brinclcerhoff, Englewood, 
Bergen Co., N. J. ; J. TV.Brinkelahoff,Kansas City, Mo.;Dslid 
D.Brinckerhoff, Ken- York City. 



COPT OF R E - m l O N  rnGLSTBP. 


NAME. RESIDmCE. 


John H. Brinkerhoff...........................Ridgefield, N. J. 

James D. Brinkerhoff........................ Woodridge, N. J. 

Cornelius Christie. ............................... Leonia, W. J. 

Stephen H. V.Moore.. .......................... .Leon&, N. J. 

Henry E.Rrinkerhoff.. ...................... Woodridge, N. J. 

James Christie .................................... honia-,N. 6. 

Andrew H. Brinkerhoff..................... .Rutherford, N. J. 

Isa'ac 5. Brinkcrlloff...........................
.Maywood, N. J. 
John Brinkerhoff .............................. Ridgefield, B.J. 
Harvey Iserrnan. ................................ .lkonia, N. 3. 
William Brinkerhoff........................... Waywood, N.J. 
J. Vreeland Moore. ............................... Zeonia, N. J. 

David 9.(Jhristie ........................ Ridgefield Park,N. J. 

Jacob B, Williams. .......................... Hackensack, N. J. 

Abram De Baun ............................Ha,ckensack, N, J. 

Andrew S. Brinkcrhoff ....................... Rutherford, N.J. 

K~wardStagg.. ................................ .Leonia, N. J. 

Wm. H.Brinl~crhoff......................... .Ridgefield, N, J. 

ME.3.B. MTilIiams.. ....................... Rackensack, P. J. 

Elizabeth Brinckcrhoff......................... Maywood, N. J. 

Richard B1.inckerhoff.......................... Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Isaac Brinckerlloff. ........................... .New Pork City. 

mTa.lterBrinckerhoff......................... Jersey City, N. J. 

CkceIia E. Brinkerhob.. .................. Xount Vernon, N. Y. 

George Brinkerl~off............................ Brooklj-n, N. Y. 

Joha H.Hrinckerhoff.. ........................ .Jamaica, L.I. 

Laura Brinckerhoff.............................. Jamaica, L.I. 

Irene Brinckerhoff.. ........................... .Jamaica, L.I. 

William H. Brinkerl~off.......................Columbus, Ohio. 

John R.RrinkerhoiT. ........................Hackensack, N. 3. 

John IT.Lave. ............................... Greensburg, Pa. 


,;Benjamin 	 Genung.. ............................... .Rosa, N. Y. 

Henry J. Brinkerhoff.. ........................ .Teaneck, N. J. 

Geo. B. Va,nRiper.. .........................Rut-herford,N. J. 

Eleanor Van Riper. ............................. .Clifton, N.J. 

Albert B. Christie. ..................... ..Ridgefield Park, N. J. 

Mrs. J. H.Sehoonmaker.. ....................Woodridg?, N. J. 

Mary Schoonmsker........................... Woodridge, N J. 

Xrs. John A. Dernmest.. ................... .Ri-r*erEdgc, N. 5. 

Nellie Demarest.. .......................... .River Edge, N. J. 




James Brinkerhoff Demarest. ................River Edge, N.3. 

Abram J. Dernarest.. ....................... .River Edge, N. J. 

Lera Dema.rest.. .......................... .River Edge, N. 5. 

Culver F.Demswst ........................ .River Edge, N. J. 

lsabelk Hammond. ......................... Closter Chty, N. J. 

Ab~aham8. BrinkerhotT.................... ..Rutherford, N. J. 

3dmes Davis Brinkerhoff.. .................. ..Rutherford, N. J. 

Gerril;Cortelyou ......................... New Brunswick, N. J. 

Catharine J. Cortelyou. ................ .Ncw Brunswick, N. J. 

MarlrrH. Erinkerhoff ........................ .Hackensack, N.J. 

Clara a.Brinkerhoff ........................... City.
New Y O I ~  

Chss. E. L. Brinkcrhoff........................ .New York City. 

Chas. Ralph Rrinkerhoff.. ................... .New York Bty. 

Helinda Fielding. ............................. Hackensack, N. J. 

Siney Moore.. ................................R~T-cr
Edge, N. J. 
Anna F. Moore.. .......................... .Hackensack, X. J. 
Fannic: B. Fielding.. ........................... .New York City. 
Maria Christie. ............................. .Hackensack, B.J. 
Sarah C. Mitchell.. .......................... Hackensack, N. 3. 

Linda F. Delnarest ......................... .Hackensack, N. J. 

Margswt A. Forrester..................... .Hackensack, hT. 3'. 

Xrm. H. Christie........................... .Hackensack, K.5. 

Anna: S. Christie.. ......................... .Hackensack, N. J. 

EffieOutwakr ............................. ..Jersey Citj-, 3. J. 

Sarah Bogert. ................................. .Teaneck, N. J. 

Cornelius P. Bogart,. .......................... .Teaneck, N. J. 

Ritie Bogart. ................................... Teaneck, N . J. 

Euphe~niaBrinkerboff.. ........................ .Teaneck, N.J. 

Harry N. Ferdon.. ............................. .Teaneck, N. J. 

Clara A. Outwater.. ....................... .Jersey City, N. J. 

Rachel Christie. ................................. Leonia, N. J. 

Maria Brinkerhoff Bsnts. .  ................ .Asbury Park, T.J. 

Jacob J. Banta,. ................................ .Boston, Mass. 

J ane  Fagin. .................................... .Boston, Mass. 

Elliza,Tan Horn.. ..........................Asbury Park, N. J. 

MAry C. Bneden.. .......................... .Hackensack, N.5. 

Abraham 5. Bauta. ............................. .Boston, Mass. 

Lucy E. Holden. ........................... .Hackensack, N. J. 

Sarah &I. ........................... Englelewood?N.J.
B. Allen. 
Eva A. Allen.. ............................. ..Englewood, N. J. 

Rev. Christian Brinkerhoff.................. .west Farms, N. Y. 

Hielenia E.If. Brinkerhoff ................. .WestFarms, N. Y. 




C b s .  H. Brinkerhoff ........................... .Newark, N. rw 

R. P. Terhune.. ...........................
..Hackensack, N. J-
M. E. Terhune.. ............................Hackensack, N. J. 

A. Z. Terhune. ............................. .Hackensack, N. 6. 

-4.S. Terhune.............................. .Hackensaclt, N. J. 

A. H .  Terhune.. ............................ .Hackensack, 'N. 5.. 

C. A. Terhune............................ ..Rackensack, N. J. 

S.E. Terhune.. .............................Hackensack, N.J. 

James E. Budsall. .............................New York City. 

TilIie Nabie. ................................. .New York City. 

Henrietta C. Bpizlckerhoff .................... .Sing Sing, N. Yr 

James B. Vredenburgh.. .................... .Jersey City, 3.Jr 

H. H. Brinkerhoff.. ........................ ..Jersey City, N. J-

Henry Brinkerllofl.. .......................... Jersey City, W.5. 

F. Wolcott Jackson.. .......................... .Newark, N. J, 

Mrs. I?. Wolcott Jackson.. ..................... .Newark, N. J. 

Chas. Huntington Jackson. ..................... .Newark, N. J, 

Elizabeth Wolcott Jackson. ..................... ..Newark, N. 5,  

Xina Fessenden Jackson........................ .Newark, N. J. 

Oliver W-olcott; Jackson.. ...................... ..Newark, N. J. 

M;trt;haNojves Jsckson. ........................ .Newark, N. 6, 

John J.,fEubbell................................ .Newark, N. J-

Harriett Banks BrinkerhoR.. ................ Ha,ckenssck,N. J. 

Bessie Dunea,n Cannon ........................ .Eliza-beth,N. 3. 

Adeline Katrina Cortelyou.. ............ .New Brunswick, N. J. 

Cl;i.rissa Moore.. .................................. Leonia, N.J. 

Josephine Moore. ............................... ..Leonis, N. J. 

Henrietta Moore.. ................................ Leonia, N.J.. 

Jas.V.Noorc. .................................. .Leonia, N. J-

Ida C. Ifoare.. .................................. .Leonia, N. 5. 

Minnie Christie.. ................................ .Leonia,N. dl 

Mr. mT.8.Blanchard......................... .Brooklyn, N. Y-

C.A. Brinkerl~off.......................... ..fIackcnsack7E.3. 

Ella W. Brinkex-hoff,......................... Woodridge, N. a. 

Henry E. Brinkerhoff.. ....................... Woodridge, N. Jc 

TV. H.Brinkerhoff.. .......................... .Maprood, B.J, 

Magg-ieBrinkerhofl.. ..........................Maywood, N.3. 

Nrs. Henry E. Brinkerhoff.. ................ ..Woodridge, N. J-

Geo, A. Doremus.. ..........................Rackensack, W.J, 


Hackensack, N. J. 
TVilliam S. Doremus. ........................Hackensack, N.J. 
Abraham Stagg Jackson.. ...................Jersey City, N .  J-

S. Leslie Doremus........................... 




Anna Virginia Jackson.. .................... .Jersey City, N. J. 

d e l e n a  Victoria Ferguson. ....................Sing Sing, N. Y. 
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