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QUINTUS 	ClJRTIUS" 

BOO K V. 

THE SUB~nSSION OF BABYLON, AND OF SUSA. TIlt. 
BURNh,{G OF PERSEPOLtS. THE DEATH OF DARIUS . 

• 

C tI A P. I. 

Darius flies into 	 Alcdia. Alexander enters 

Babylon. 


1. IN the order of tiule, here to have il1tel'
posed transactions which mean,vhile passed, in 
Greece, in Illyria, and in Thrace, under the 
guidance and authority of Antipater,-would 
have broken the narrative of events in Asia, 
\vhich, up to the death of Darius, I deem it 
more proper to exhibit \vith the sanle connec
tion as they had in their occurrence. 

Darius reached the city of Arbela about 
midnight, whither a great concourse of his 
friends and troops fortune had also directed in 
their flight. Having convened, he addressed 
them:' " I expect that Alexander ,viIl strike 
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" at the provinces and cities most celebrated 
" for fertility and riches. The princely spoils, 
" there ,vaiting seizure, are the fixed object of 
" liinl and his soldiers. Such are our circum
" stances, that this is an advantage; for ,ve, a 

" body equipped for expedition, l11ay mean
" \vhile retire through desolated tracts. The 
H remote provinces of l1ly dOlniniol1s are yet 
" untouched: thence Inlay, ,vithout difficulty, 
" bring levies into the field. Let the avaricious 
" invaders rifle my treasures, and glut their long 
" raging appetite for gold, to be, at no distant 
U time, a prey to us; for experience teaches, 
" that gorgeous suits of moveables, and trains 
" of concubines an9. eunuchs, are no other than 
" burdens and clogs. Alexander, dragging 
" these, ,viII sink before those ,vhom he has 
" overcolne" - - These seemed to all, the 
suggestions of desperation, inasl11uch, as impe
rial Babylon ,vas proposed to be abandoned to 
the conqueror, ,vith Susa, and the other gems of 
the empire,' which had been the motives to in
vasion - - Darius proceeds: "In the present 
" exigency, those things, ,vhich have dazzling 
" names, should not be our care, but those only 
''" :which can be of essential service. 'Var strikes 
" ,vith iron, not with gold; by men, and not 
" by t1le soft nurslings of cities. All things 
" devolve to the armed. Thus my ancestors, 



Chap.t. QUINTUS CURTtUS. 

" under reverses, in the infancy of the mo
" narchy, speedily recovered their greatness." 
This address inspired the adherents of Darius 
,vith confidence, or, unmoved by his counsels; 
they bo\~ed to his sovereignty. He entered the 
borders of l\Iedia. 

2. To Alexander ,vas soon afterwards sur
rendered Arbela, replete with regal furniture 
and treasures; comprising costly wardrobes and 
four thousand talents: Here the valuables of 
the whole army had been deposited. 

Alexander suddenly broke up his camp, me
naced ,vith contagion, caused by effluvia from 
the dead bodies lying in all the plains *. At 
the beginning of his lnarch, Arabia, celebrated 
for its aromatic productions, he kept bearing 
to the left t. His road layover levels. The 
pasturage between the Tigris and the Euphrates 
is represented as so rich and luxuriant, that the 
inhabitants restrain the cattle feeding, lest they 
should die by a surfeit. The cause of this ferti .. 
lity, is the humidity circulated through the soil 

ol/l Alexander, as he had fonnerly done with respect to Damascus, 
probably took possession of Arbela by a detachment, his main-body 
remaining encamped near the field of battle. 

t The bearing ofArabia the Happy, which was at a considerable 
distance, is relevant so far as it shon s, that when Alexunder broke 
up from Gaugamela for Babylon, he'moved in a direction nearly r~ 
trograde, crossing the Tigris. 
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by subterranean streams, replenished frOln the 
two rivers. Both the Tigris and Euphrates 
have their source in tl1e 1110untains of Anne... 
nia'*; afterwards, divided by a broad interval, 
they flow on in separate channels. Their great
est distance in the vicinity of the Arn1enian 
1110untains, those ,vho ~lave measured, n1ark at 
two thousand five hundred stadia. These ri ... 
vel'S, then, [zohen tlley begin to intersect IHEDIA 

and tIle ridges oj' the GORDJEANS t,] gradually 
approxin1ate; and the farther they run, the 
smaller is the space behveen them; [shutting 
in, on three sides, the country which is called Jl;Ie
sopotamia t, 'while they are embracing its plains 
they CONVERGE NEAREST t.] At length, passing 

,. That these rivers commence from the same spring, we have 

the testimony; as well of Moses, Gen. ii. as of Lucan, lib. iii. Strabo, 

lib. xi. Boethius, Consolo lib. v. Met. 1. Sallmt, apud Senccam, nat. 

lJwrst. vii. 8. But the Tigris TlOids a subterranean cburse to a con
siderable distance from its head, when it emerges as from an ori
ginal spring. Hence, many ancient authors, taking its reappearance 

to be its first rise, assume a great distance between the sources of 

the Tigris and Eupllrates. 

t The name l1Iesopotamia [a p.{(TOIj et '1rOT~P.~Ij] expresses its 
c€ntral relation to two rivers. 

t Descriptions by ancient hi'3torians, such as the description in 
the text, are often gratuitous; that is, they do not illustrate any ope
ratian which is the subject of the history: yet, when accurate, they 
are useful contributions towards an atlas on the basis of ancient dis
coyery: but the passages within crotchets contain so many errors 

adopted (rom Diodorus, that the translator would gladly expun~c 

them from the pcrplex.ed page. 
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the borders of the province of Babylonia, they 
fall into the Red Sea*. 

Alexander, in four days, reached the walled 

1. The Euphrates ~o where'touches MEDIA; nor does the Tigris, 
though it may intersect a tract which had belonged to the Median 
empire. 

And yet a wall extending, in a remote age, across Mesopotamia, 
from the two rivers, a little farther from Babylon than the 33d de
gree of lat. was called the Median wall. See Rennell's Geography 
ifHerodotus. 

Q. Nor do the rivers intersect the ridges of the GORDlEANS, un
less the portion ofTaurus Niphates called by that name be prolonged 
westward beyond the Euphrates, and eastward beyond the Tigris, to 
accommodate both the passage above, and th~t in vol. i. p. 41~. By 
the mountains which Ptolemy and Strabo name the GordYlEan, they 
mean the mountains of Armenia. 

On the other hand, as far as the text imports, that the Eu
phrates and Tigris, in the age of Aiexander, issued by separate 
channels to the sea, Curtius is to be allowed credit, which fe\T 
of the ancients can participate, for a correct memorial. "The 
(C Euphrates and the Tigris," observes MtY0r Rennell, " in the 
" time of .Alerander, were known to have kept distinct courses 
It to the sea; and the fact has been clearly established from 
(C the history ofNearchus' voyage." 

The representation, in the map, of the rivers and canals in 
Babylonia and the vicinity, is founded on an ANCIENT MAP pre
served by Cellarius, which appears to belong to the age of Se
leucus. During the short interval between the death of Alex
ander and the transfer of tIle seat of government from Babylon 
to the new city Seleucia,-the canal, marked in the map 
above Babylon, which carried a derivation from the Euphrates 
into the Tigris, is stated to have increased to a river: this, 

.. The Persian gulf. The name Red or ErythrlEan sea, was, by 
the ancients, promiscuously ~iven to the Arabian gulf, the Persian 
gulf, and the ocean, which washes tlle southern coast of Asia, of 
which those gulfs are arms. 

VOL. II. 
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town ~1emlnium : Near it is a fountailY in a ca
vern, ,vhich discharges bitunlen in great quanti..; 
ties; so that it is probable, that the "wall of Ba
bylon, a prodigious ,york, was ceme~ted with 
this material. 

3. As Alexander was proceeding to\vard. 
Babylon, Maz~us, ,vho had fled thither afte~ 
the battle, came ,vith his adult offspring, and 
tendered the surrender of himself and the city~ 
His overture ,vas gratifying: the siege of a 
place so strong \vere a tedious operation: his 
rank ,vas illustrious, and his bravery ackno\v
ledged, and he had distinguished himself in the 
recent action: such an exatnple nlight induce 
others to subnlit. Alexander, therefore, cour
teously received him ,vith his children. He, 

with other derivations, completely dried the old channel of 
the Euphrates, which is restored in the map. 

At this day, there is no confluence, before the rivers reach 
Koma. Parsons's Travels, p. 153. The united stream is 
called the Schut-el-Arab; [the river if the A1Ylbs;] separating 
nenr the Persian gulf, it discharges its waters by two principal 

mouths. 
It is probable, that all great rivers which pass th~ough level 

ground to the sea, such as the Euphrates, the Nile, the Gan
ges and the Indus, in process of time vary their respective 
mouths, either by inundation, obstructions, accumulation ofsoiJ; 
and other causes, or are diverted for the purposes of agriculture 
and communication. Commerce C!f the Ancients. It is difficult 
to follow the learned writer in supposing, that the outlet which 
Strabo, Arrian, and Pliny, regarded as the mouth of the Eu
phrat€'s, was but a canal terminating in what is now called the 
Khore Abdillah. A khore is a trough formed by a stream pas.. 
sing through a fiat of sand. 
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nevertheless, leading his arnlY in person, fornl" 
cd it into a square, and cautioned it to enter 
tl1e city in order of battle. On the ,valls stood 
a great proportion of the Baby Ionians, eager to 
behold their ne\v sovereign. The nlajority ,vent 
out to meet hinl: Among these, ,vas nagophanes, 
governor of the citadel, and keeper of the royal 
treasure; unwilling that ~1azreus should surpass 
hiln in attention, he had strewed the road w"ith 
flo,vers and garlands, and had placed on each 
side silver altars piled ,vith frankincense, and 
other costly perfunles. Intended presents fol
lo,ved him: droves of cattle and horses; lions, 
in cages, and female leopards. The procession 
,vas continued by Magi chaunting hylnns; and 
by the Chaldreans,-the Chaldreans nlake known 
the Inotions of the planets, and the revolutions 
,vhich measure tilne. Then advanced the Illusi
cians ,vith lyric instrulnents, ,vhose ofHce it ,vas 
to sing the renown of their nlonar~h. The train 
,vas closed by the Babylonian ca\?alry; the high 
,vrought accoutrenlents of the men and horses 
,vere extravagant rather than nlagl1ificent. 

Alexander directed the Inultitude of resi· 
dents to follo\v in the rear of his foot. In a 
car, surrounded by his guards, he entered the 
city, and then repaired to the palace. On the 
follo""ing clay, he began to take an account of 
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the heirloom-furniture and of all the treasure of 
Darius. 

4. The beauty and symmetry of the city 
struck Alexander and all \vho for the first- tinle 
beheld it. It ,vas founded by Semiramis, or, as 
the majority believe, by Belus, \vhose palace is 
yet preserved. The wall-of brick, celnented 
,vith bitunlen-is thirty-two fe~t broad; cha
riots careering on it tllutually pass in safety. 
The \vall is on~ hundred feet high; the to\vers 
exceed it in ~ltitude ten feet. The ram parts 
embrace a [quadrangular] line of three- hundred 
and sixty-eight stadia; the \vork of building, 
according to tradition, occupied as tnany days *~ 
From the ,vall, the houses are detached by a 
space of nearly one hundred and seventy feet t. 
Nor is the \vhole city filled ,yith streets; about 
ninety square stadia are seats of habitations, 
\vhich are not in a connected nlass; l appre
11end, because, by their dispersion, the da~ger 
fi'Oln conflagration was deenled to be diIninish-:
~d. The area is ploughed and sowed, that, it;l 

* Singulol'lllll stadiorwn structuram singlllis dicbus pcrfectam 

esse, memorice proditum est. CURTlus.-Semiramis, who enlarged it, 
Jlfter Belus the original founder, assigned each furlong of the work, 
with materials and funds, to a confidential adherent, allowing a year 
for its completion. See Justin, initio lib. i. Diod. lib. ii. 

t Ferc spatium unius jugeri. A J UG U~I was Q10 feet by 120: 

T4e translator ha~ taken the square root. 
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case of a-siege, the place may be fed by its o\vn 
produce. The Euphrates, intersecting the city, 
is confined by mounds of lnighty solidity; at
tached to the mounds are immense excavations, 
sunk deep, to receive the inlpetuous river, \vhich, 
\vhen it overflo\vs, \vould s\veep down the houses, 
\vere it not diverted by subterranean channels 
into the lakes: These, the greatest \vorks of the 
engineers, ,are lined with brick, celnented \vith 
bitull1en. The two parts of the city comnluni ... 
cate by a bridge of stone; which also ranks 
mnong the wonders of the East: for the pro
fundity of m~d which is borne along the bed of 
the river, is with dii1iculty dug out, so as to ar
rive at ground solid enough for a foundation; 
and the sand heaps, ,vhich repeatedly accumu
late around the stone piers on \vhich the bridge 
rests, makes the obstructed stream dash through 
)110re furiously. The citadel is twenty stadia 
in circumference; the foundations of the to\vers 
are received thirty feet into the earth, their ele
vations rise eighty feet above it. 

5. On the sumn1it of the citadel are the 
hanging gardens, a trite theIne with the G-reek 
poets; they equal in height the walls of the 
town, and their llunlerous lofty trees afford a 
grateful shade. The trees are twelve feet in 
circu1l1ference, and fifty feet in height: 11 or, in 
their native soil, could they be more productive. 
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Supporting these, are twenty dense ,valls, dis
tant from each other eleven feet, surmounted 
,vith ranges of stone piers, over which is ex
tended a quadrangular pavelnent of stone, strong 
enough to bear earth an1assed high, and ,vater 
~upplied for irrigation. A distant spectator of 
these groves ,vould suppose theln to be ,voods 
nodding on their mountains. Notwithstand
ing time destroys, by insensible corrosion, not 
only human ,Yorks, but even nature herself; yet 
this pile, pressed \vith the roots, and loaded ,vith 
the trunks of so gigantic a plantation, still re
mains entire. Tradition affirms, that a king of 
Assyria *, reigning in Babylon, executed this 
,york to gratify his queen, ,vho, delighting in 
forest scenery, persuaded her husband to ilni
tat'e the beauties of nature by a garden on this 
inlperial scale. 

In this capital the lVlacedonian leader halted 
longer than any ,vhere: no place proved lnore 
destructive of n1ilitary discipline. No contanli
nation can surpass the manners of the city; no 
systel11atic corruption can offer 1110re stimulations 
and allurements to debauchery. Here parents 
and husbands, so as they be paid for the atrocity, 
can endure their children and ,vives to' prosti

,. N ebuchadnezzar. Josephus, lib. x. chap. 11.-" Is not this 
f' great Babylon that I have built?" Dan. iv. 20. He reconstructed 
~he decayed buildings, and cmbel1i~hed it with new. 
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tute thenlselves to their guests. Throughout 
Persia, the chiefs and nobles take pleasure in li
centious revels. The Babylonians are grossly 
addicted to wine, and the consequences of 
.dru~lkenlless. At beginning of their feasts, the 
,vornen are decorously habited; after an inter
val, they thro,v off their upper garn1ent, and 
gradually proceed in violating lllodesty; at 
length, (to use ,vords the least disgusting,) 
they lay aside the last veil: Nor is this the infa
mous practice only of the courtezans, but of the 
matrons and their daughters, who regard this 
vile harlotry as an act of c0111plaisance. 

6. In such flagitious excesses, the soldiers, 
,vho had conquered Asia, \vallowed thirty-four 
days: doubtless, had an encluy presented hilTISclf, 
they would, in subsequent engagements, have be
trayed their debility. But that the army might 
feel its deterioration less sensibly, it was progres
sively renewed with recruits. lior Amyntas, 
the son of Andromenes, brought from Antipater 
six thousand infantry and five hundred caval
ry, l\facedonians; ,vith three thousand five hun
dred infantry and six hundred cavalry, Tlua
cians. Ther~ came also frolll the Peloponnesus 
a stipendiary force amountjng to four thousand 
foot and three hundred and eighty horse. 
Amyntas had likewise conducted fifty youths, 
sons of the l\Iacedonian nobility, to guard th~ 
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royal person. Their office is, further, to serve 
the king at table; to attend him ,vith horses 
,vhen he is going to action; to accompany him 
a-hunting, and to do alternate d':Jty at his 
chaulber door. Their establislunent is a semi
nary to form generals and prefects. 

Alexanrler appointed Agathon governor of 
the ci tade! of Baby lon, ,vi th seven hundred Ma
cedon ians and three hundred, n1ercenaries. The 
terri tory and city he confided to lVlelles and 
Apollodorus, as prefects, \vith two thousand in .. 
fantry, and the sum 'of one thousand talents: 
he charged both to levy additional soldiers. 
To the temporising Mazreus he gave the sa
trapy of Baby Ion; and Bagophanes, who had 
surrendered the castle, he ordered to move in 
his train. Armenia was besto,ved on lVIithrenes, 
,vho formerly betrayed Sardis. Out 'of the spe
cie taken in Babylon, each Macedonian trooper 
received six hundred uenarii; each foreign 
trooper, five hundred: the donative to the foot~ 
soldier \vas two hundred. 
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CI-IAP. II. 

Jlfilitary rewards and institutions. Alexander 
enters Susa. His courtesies to Sisygambis. 

7. THESE arrangements complete, Alexander 
advanced to the district called Satrapene : [Sitta
cene:] its fertility and accumulated abundance 
induced hinl to prolong his stay. That the 
spirit of the unemployed might not be dissi
pated by indolence, he proposed prizes to COIU

petitors in Inilitary reputation *, and appointed 
judges. Those eight ,vho should be pronoun
ced to have distinguished themselves, ,vere to be 
created commanders ofa thousand men. Ot1icers 
over divisions of that number, of ,rrhich this 
,vas the first introduction, ,vere denominated 
chiliarclue: battalions had consisted of five hun

• The nature of the rewards induces the translator t9 consider, 
that they were to be distributed, by a retrospective decision, among 
soldiers and minor officers who bad, on previous critical occasions, 
perfonned brilliant and highly serviceable achiev~ments in the field. 
By egregio certmnini, the " i1I':lstrious contention," he understands 
an emulous appe~l to die arbitrators, by the ~alldidates, stating their 
rival pretensions with the freedom, but without the personality, o( 
Ajax and Ulysses contending for the annour of Achilles. It were 

ab~urd to propose the command of a thousand men as a stake to s\i
xnulate a military game. 
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£Ired, and, previously, they had not been given 
as rewards for bravery. A great nunlber of sol
diers asselnbled to behold the illustrious con ten .. 
tion; so many had ,vi tnessed the deeds of each 
candidate, ,vho ,vould also ,vitness the decision 
of the judges, that the application of a false 
standard to Inerit, or the un\vorthy distribution 
of honours, could not pass undetected. The 
first prize ,vas aw"arded to Atharias, one of the 
seniors, who had been chiefly instrumental in 
reviving the fight at lIalicarnassus, ,vhen the 
young soldiers faltered. The' next ,vas con
ferred on Antigenes. Phil~tas, the Angean, 
obtained the third. One Amyntas, the fourth. 
After these, ,vere classed Antigonus, and 'an
other Alnyntas, a Lyncestean. The seventh 
rank, and the eighth, ,vas assigned to Theodo
tus, and I-Iellanicus. 

In points of military economy, handed from 
11is predecessors, ,l\lexander made several judi
cious changes. Previously the cavalry from 
differ~nt nations formed separate corps: He 
abolished this dis~inction, and placed them 
under commanders selected ,vithout regard to 
their country. The signal for decampment had 
hitherto been given by sound of trumpet: but, 
drowned by the clattering bustle of thousands, 
had frequently failed to be adequately heard; 
therefore, he caused a staff, conspicuously higl~, 
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to be erected at head-quarters,-,vhence the 
ne\v signal, flame by night, smoke by day, 
Inight equally strike all. 

S. As the king ,vas proceeding toward 
Susa, Abulites, satrap of that province, either 
in obedience to Darius' cOlllmand, that Alex.. 
ander might be diverted by the spoil, or from 
an impulse of his O'VD, sent his son to meet him, 
declaring his readiness to surrender the city. 
Alexand~r courteously received the youth; and 
,vas conducted by him to the Choaspes, [or 
Eulreus,] of which the water, according to re
port, is delicious. Here Abulites appeared, ,vith 
presents of regal magnificence; including dro
nledaries of superior s,viftness,-hvelve ele.. 
phants, . sent for by Darius from India, not for.. 
midable to the l\tlacedonians, as had been de
signed, but subservient; fortune transferring 
the resources of the vanquished to the victor. 

Alexander, having entered the to,vn, took 
out of the treasury-an immense quantity-fifty 
talents of silver, not coined, but in bullion. 
Several kings, in successive ag~s, had contri
buted to this acculllulated ,vealth, as they inla
gined, for their descendants in perpetuity: but 
one hour bestowed it on a foreign prince. 

Alexander then seated himself in the impe .. 
rial chair, unsuitably elevated for his person, so 
that his feet could not touch the step at the 

http:ellap.l1
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botto~n; one of his pages, therefore, placed a 
table under his feet. The king, perceiving a 
eunuch that had been a domestic of Darius to 
be inu·ch affected, inquired the cause of his 
grief. The eunuch said: "Fronl off that, 
" Darius ,vas used to eat: his consecrated 
" table I cannot see insultingly trampled on 
" \vithout tears." The king, therefore, began 
to be ashmned of this sacrilege against the gods 
presiding over hospitality ; [carved upon the 
table;] and desired it to be rernoved--'Vhen 
Philotas: "Suffer me, 0 king t to deprecate 
" its rellloval: rather accept it as an auspice, 
" that that board on \vhich thy enemy spread 
" his viands, has become thy footstool." 

9. Alexander, preparing to penetrate the 
frontiers of Persia, COIDlnitted the governtuent 
of Susa to Archelaus, and a force of three thou
sand men.. Xenopl1ilus was left in charge of the 
ci tadel, garrisoned ,vi th aged -l\facedonian vete
rans. The custody of the treasures was con.. 
fided to Callicrates. And Abulites was rein
stated in the satrapy of Susiana. 

Darius' mother and children ,vere assigned 
apartlllents in Susa. "A present fr0111 Macedon 
the king happened to receive, consisting of va
rious robes and a quantity of purple, accompa
nied by those \vho ,vrought thelTI. To Sisy

gambis, to whonl he sho\ved every respect, and 
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even the duty of a son, he ordered them to be 
conveyed, with a Inessage, ' That if the clothes 
, pleased her, she Inight let her grand-children 
( learn to ,vork such, for the purpose of 11laking 
'presents.' At these w'ords, her bursting tears 
sufficiently declared that the gift ,vas unaccept
able. Indeed, the Persian ladies hold nothing 
in nl0re abhorrence; than to let their hands touch 
,vool. Informed 'by those ,vho had carried the 
presents, that the spirit of Sisygambis ,vas hurt, 
]le deelned hil11self obliged to go and remove 
her dissatisfaction by an apology: "1\10ther, 
" the habiliments in ,vhich I appear, ,vere not 
" only presents from my sisters, but also their 
"work. Our dissinlilar customs Dlisled me. 
" 'Vhat I have ignorantly done, I entreat you 
" ,vill not construe as an affront. To this hour 
" I hope, as I could learn your usages, I have 
H unreservedly honoured them. Understanding 
" it to be, in Persia, a gross offence for the soh 
" to be seated in presence of the mother, unless 
" by her permission, as often as I have visited 
" you, I have kept standing, till authorized by 
" you to sit. You have frequently offered Ine 
cc the honour ofprostration: I never ,vould suffer 
"it. By that venerated title, which belongs to 
" my beloved tllother Olynlpias, I unifornlly 
" address you." 

VOL. II. c 
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C HAP. III. 

AlcJ:ander reduces the city qf the u..t'ians. Is 
repulsed at the Pyla: Susidce. 

10. SISYGAl\1BIS soothed, the king advanced 

in four days to the [Eastern] Tigris, a river 
denominated by residents the Pasitigris. Its 
source is in the ridges of the U xians; through a 
thousand stadia, between ,vooded banks, it rushes 
l1eadlong do,vn a rocky channel. Received on 
the plains, it assumes a calmer tenor: a navi
gable stream, gliding six hundred stadia over a 
bed delicately level, at length it blends its pla
cid ,vaters ,vith the Persian sea. 

Having transcended this river ,vith nine 
thousand infantry, the Agrians, the stipendiary 
Greeks, and three thousand Thracians, Alexan
der entered the [nlountainous] district of the 
U xians: It skirts Susiana, and extends'to the 
frontiers of Persia, leaving betw'een them a nar
row pass. l\Iadates, who held the government 
of the country, no tiule-server, detennined to 
encounter the fiercest perils in a loyal struggle. 
Individuals, ho,vever, of local kno,vledge, ap
prised Alexander, that there ,vas a bye-track, 
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through the defiles, leading to the back of the 
city; where a snlall light-arnled detachment 
luight clinlb ail enlinence commanding the ene
Iny. The counsel approyed, and those \vho had 
imparted it selected as guides, the king directed 
Tauron, \vith fifteen hundred nlercenaries, and 
about a thousand Agrians, to penetrate in that 
direction after sun-set. 

Alexander, on his part, broke up his canlp 
at the third ,vatch, and at day-break had passed 
the streits. Having cut materials for hurdles 
and rolling-frames to cover those ,vho should 
advance the engines, he began to besiege the 
town. All around, crags, rocks, and precipices, 
obstructed access. The soldiers, therefore, ,vound
ed in numbers, ,vere repulsed; for \vith the ene
nly they llad not only to conflict, but with the 
place. Again they moved up, rallied by Alex
ander, ,vho stood among the foremost: "Are you 
" not ashamed, having conquered so lnany forti
" fied ci ties, to ,vaver in the siege of a small, 
" obscure castle?" The king ,vas no,vattacked 
\vith 111issiles : he could not be induced to with
dra\v; and the soldiers formed a tortoise ,vith 
their bucklers to protect him. 

11. At length, Tauron appeared \vith his 
detachment above the fort. This display caused 
the enemy to droop, and the ~Iacedonians to fight 
,vith augmented vigour. The inhabitants of the 

c 2 
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town ,vere pressed by two divisions, of ,vhich 
the assault was irresistible: A fe,v braved death; 
lnany ,vere solicitous to fly; a great number 
escaped into the fort. Hence they sent out 
thirty deputies to Alexander to implore quarter. 
" There is no room for pardon," is the stern 
answer. Awed by ilnnlinent vengeance, they 
dispatch, by a covert road unknown to the ene .. 
Iny, heralds to Sisygambis, entreating her to in .. 
tercede for thenl ,vith the king; for they ,vere 
not ignorant that he loved and revered her as a 

parent. l\1adates, having lllarried her sister's 
daughter, stood in close affinity with' Darius. 
Sisygambis long resisted their application, de
claring, ' That interposition for them ,vas not 
(. suitable to her condition; for herself, appre
, hensive that she Inight weary the indulgence of 
, the conqueror, she endeavoured rather to re

nlember that she ,vas a captive, than that she 
, had been a queen.' Subdued, ultimately, by 
their importunities, she wrote to Alexander, be
seeching, 'That he ,vould excuse an appeal to 
, his clelnency on behalf of the besieg·ed; and 
, if he refused to spare them, that he would at 
, least forgive her intercession for a friend and 
, kinsman, no longer his enemy, but a suppliant 
, to him for life.' 

A brilliant instance of the king's moderation 
and goodness at that time,-he granted not only 
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amnesty to !\ladates, but liberty and immunity 
both to the captives and the inhabitants who 
l'l1ade sqbmission; the city he left untouched, 
and permitte~ thelll to cultivate their lands tax
free. lIad Darius been their conqueror, what 
1110re could his mother have obtained for thelll ? 
Alexander then nlade the district of the U xians 
a dependency on the satrapy of Susiana. 

Dividing his army, he conllnanded Parmc
nio to lllarch through the level country, ,vhile 
he, ,vith the light-anlled forces, traversed the 
nlountains which extend in a continuous chain 
to Persia. 

12. Having ravaged all this tract, he on the 
-fifth day entered the streits called Pylre Susidm.' 
Ariobarzanes, ,vith twenty-five thousand * men, 
guarded the ya'vning chasnls and craggy preci
pices of these rocks, posted on eminence~ out of 
bow-shot. Here they remained inactiYe, coun
terfeiting terror, till the invaders had penetrated 
into the narrowest part of the defile. Perceiv.. 
ing theln to advance in contemptuous security, 
they rolled masses of stone down the declivities, 
which, rebounding froll1 the opposite rocks, fell 
with aggravated force, CfllShil1g not ol1ly iudi... 

.. Arrian enumerates only four thousand foot, joined with seyen 

hundred horse: the latter might be better spared ~han the excess of 

Curtius in infill1try. An"inn adds, that ArioLar:lunes hud blocked up 
'he pass by a wall. 
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vidu,als, but companies. The Barbarians like
wise discharged slings and bows in every direc
tion. Nor of this did their brave opponents 
complain; but to falll1uavenged, like beasts en
trapped in a pitfal! galled to phrenzy, nUll1bers 
cling to the jutting crags, and, supporting each 
other, attelllpt to climb to the enenly. But the 
protuberances of rock fell upon them, snapt off 
by the united ,veight of many men ascending 
together. It ,vas as impracticable to proceed 
as to keep their ground; nor could they, by a 
tortoise of bucklers, protect thenlselves £ro1n the 
ponderous stones ,vhich the Barbarians propelled. 
Alexander ,vas mortified, and ashalned of having 
Tashly,vedged his arnlY into this defile. Till 
this day, never frustrated in an enterprize, he 
had been invincible. He had passed ,vithout loss 
the streits of Cilicia, and he had opened a ne,y 
Toad by the sea-shore into Paulphilia. I-Iere his 
arrested fortune found an obstruction. There 
,vas no renledy, but to retrace liis steps. Hav
ing nlade the signal for retreat in close order, 
,vith bucklers interlocked over-head, he C01ll
manded the 1nen to retire frOIn the pass: and 
they retrograded thirty stadia. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Ale.vander' proceeds by a detour: Craterus passes 
the streits. 

13. ENCAl\iPED in an open place, Alexander 
not only deliberated ,vith his officers on the 
course to be pursued, but superstitiously consult
ed the eliviners. But ,vhat could Aristaneler, in 
,vhOln most confidence ,vas reposed, foretel? Soon 
checking the unseasonable sacrifices, the king 
ordered into his presence persons acquainted 
with the conn try. These disclosed to hiIn a 
,yay through ~Iedia, which 'was safe and uncon
fined :-But he felt it ,vould he a stigma to de
part ,vithout burying his slain; for there ,vas 
no CUstOlTI observed more sacredly by the l\;face
donian soldiers than this duty to the £1.llen. 
He therefore directed that the prisoners recently 
nlade should be introduced: anlong them, ,vas 
an individual skilled in both the Greek and 
Persian languages. This nlan replied: " It 
" would be fruitless to attenlpt to carry the 
" army over the acclivities of the llloulltains ; 
" the wild paths ,vill scarcely achnit passengers 
" one by one; for trees, interhvisting their 
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" branches, and forests \vedged together, cover 
" every tl . lIng." 

Persia is shut. in, on one side, by united 
ridges; the chaiu, one hundred and seventy 
furlongs \vide, and sixteen hundred:!:' furlongs 
long, extends from 1110unt Parapalllisus to the Per
sian gulf; and ,vhere the 1110untains terminate, 
the sea forms a natural frontier. At the hase 
of the hills, lies the level country, a fertilized 
expans'e, adorned \vith multifold villages and 
cIties. Through the plains, the riYer Arosis 
carries the water of n1any brooks to the lVIedus ; 
the Mcdus, a less river than that which it re
ceives'" pursues a southward direction to the sea. 
No stream nlore prolllotes vegetation; its banks 
are covered with plane-trees and poplars; and 
every tract \vhich it leav'es is dressed in blosson1s. 
To di5tan~ spectators the ,voods upon the banks 
appear as an elongation of the forest on the 
1110untains, because the river gliding in a de
pressed channel, is lost in shadow; and the hill~ 
\vhich rise near, tasting its humidity at their 
base, are skirted \vith groves. There is not, in 
all Asia, a 1110re sah:lbrious climate; on one 
side, the refrigerating shade of the ridges alle
viate~ the heat ~nd attempers the air; on the 

'* The longitudinal measure is very inaccurately given. The chaill 
may reach about six hundred miles. 

t To the united I3tream Strabo gives the name of the Arosis, 
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other, the adjoining sea cherishes the earth with 
1110derated WarI11 tho 

14. I-Iaving heard the account of the captive, 
the king inquired of hiln, ' Whether he gave it 
, fr0111 the relation of others, or from ocular ex
'perience?' l-Ie answered, ' That he had been a 
, shepherd, and had coursed every beaten track; 
, that he had been twice taken prisoner, once by 
, the Persians in Lycia, and now by Alexander.' 
The king hereupon recollected an oracle which 
had predicted, that a Lycian should be his guide 
into Persia. 1\1aking hinl promises, therefore, 
adapted to the exigency, and to influence one 
in the prisoner's condition, he ordered hinl to be 
armed in the 1\lacedonian manner. "Confiding 
" in fortune," said the king, " show the way; 
" ,vhich, however steep and difficult, shall be 
" practicable bya snlall band, unless you suppose 
" that Alexandcr cannot penetrate for glory and 
:', future renown, ,vhere you have gone for your 
"flock." The prisoner here described the hl1
pediments in the road to ll1cn under arms. The 
1(ing replied: "I ,vill undertake, that none of 
" those 'VhOll1 you are to lead will refuse to 
" follow." 

Conu11itting, then, the guard of the camp to 
Craterus, ,vith the foot under his ordinary C0111

mand, and the forces under l\feleager, and a 
thousand mounted archers, he gave him these 
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instructions: "Preserve the form of encarnp
" 11lent, and display a great number of fires, that 
" the Barbarians lllay not suspect my absence. 
" Bnt if Ariobarzanes should discover that I anl 
" nlaking adetour, and should send detachments 
" to obstruct Iny passage, then, Craterus! alarnl 
" the enemy by delnonstrations, which nlay ~n
" duce the Barbarian forces to return to oppose 
" the imlnediate danger. Further, if I should 
., pass unobserved by Ariobarzanes until I have 
" obtained possession of the \vood, \vhen you 
" hear the clmnour of the amazed enemy pursu
Ie iug me, enter the streits in \vhich \ve were 
" yesterday repulsed, certain to find them eva.. 

•' cuated and the enemy turned upon me." 
15. At the third \vatch, Alexander, \vith a 

division which broke up \vithout sound of trum
pet, silently followed the guide to,vard the nar
ro\v \vays. Every light-anned soldier had been 
ordered to take three days' provision. Besides 
rocky steeps, and loose crags, \vhich suddenly 
betrayed t~lC feet, drifts of sno,v impeded thelll ; 
into these they sunk as into pits, and ~ometimes 
pulled down their fcllo,v-soldiers \vho endea
voured to extricate them. Night, a place un

known, surmises against the fidelity of their 
guide, increased their apprehensions: " Should 
" he elude the guards, they nlight be surprized 
" in a snare, like wild aniIuals; their safety) and 
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" the king's, depended on the loyalty and life 
" of a single captive." At length they reached 
the sunlnlit of the ridge; whence the \vay to 
Ariobarzanes was on the right. I-Iere Alexander 
left to the separate conduct of Philotas and Cre
nos, Amyntas and Polyperc1lOn, a detachment 
of light-anned, \vith instructions, ' That on ac
, count of the intennixture of horse and foot, 
t they should proceed leisurely \vherever a fruit
, ful soil afforded plenty of forage.' lIe assign
ed thel11 SOUle of the prisoners as guides. 

I-Ie in person, ,vith the body-guard, and one of 
the flanking divisions denOlninatecl agema, pene... 
trated ,vith diiliculty an avenue, ,vhich lay re
ll10te fr0111 the enenlY's centinels. It was no,v 
noon; and his fatigued ll1en required rest, for 
as 11luch of the ,vay relnained to be traversed as 
had been passed, though it ,vas less rugged and 
steep. lIaving therefore refreshed hisnlen with 
food and sleep, he started at the second ,vatch, 
advancing with little diHiculty as far 'as ,vhere 
the base of the 11101111tain slopes into the plain: 
here the track ,vas crossed by a capacious rayine, 
,vhich had been excavated by the descent of 
successive land-floods. Added to this, boughs 
of trees, entwining and ll1eeting, presented an 
unintennitted hedge. N O\V the men's despera
tion ahnost dre\v from them tears: darkness 
fortified their terrors, for a dense canopy of 
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foliage shut out the glittering of the stars. The 
nlan who ,vould cheer his companions co~ld not 
be heard, for the clashing of the branches 
mingled \vith the roar of the blast. 

16. At length the \VelcOll1e dawn reduced 
to insignificance the dangers \vhich night had 
aggrav'ated; for the soldiers by a slight detour 
avoided the ravine; and no\v everyone under
took to be his own guide. They therefore 
ascend a lofty hill: \vhence having discovered 
the outposts of Ariobarzanes, they ann ,vith 
alacrity, and sho\v themselves at the back of the 
enemy, \vho had not apprehended such an at
tack. Those fe\v ,vho ventured 'to engage \vere 
killed. The groans of the dying, and the dis.. ' 
rnayed countenances of those \"ho escaped, 
spread such a panic through the nlain-body, that 
they fled, \vithout hazarding a battle. 

The din \vas heard or reported in the camp 
of Craterus; \vho led the soldiers to occupy the 
streits in 'which they had Iniscarricd the pre
ceding day. 

All at once,-Philotas, Polyperchon, Anlyn
tas, and Crenos, \vho had been ordered to ad
vance by a different road, shook the Barbal'ial1s 
,vith additional surprize. These, as soon as they 
,vere on every side invested, began a 11lcnlorable 
fight :-I-Ience, I conclude, that necessity gives 
-courage to the fearful, and that frequently des~ 
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peration creates an opening for hope. The 
nuked Barbarians closed ,vith their armed assail
ants; and having, by the ,veight of their bodies, 
hrought them ,vith themselves to the ground, 
they stabbed thenl ,vith their o,vn weapons. 
At length Ariobarzanes, ,vith about forty horse 
and five thousand foot, .forced through the cen
tre' of the l\1'acedonian army, sustaining and 
inflicting a great loss. I-Ie, by expedition, strove 
to occupy Persepolis, the chief city of the coun
try: but, denied entrance by the garrison, and 
closely followed by the enemy, he renewed the 
hattIe, and fell with all his adherents. 

And now' Craterus, ,vith his diyision, canle 
up by a rapid march. 

CHAP. V . 

.,Ale.vander marches to PersejJolis. A processioll 
ofmutilated Greeks. 

17. IN the place ,vhence he had swept the ene
111Y, A,lexander pitched a fortified camp; for 
though the non-appearance of an opponent, con
fessed his consunlmate victory: yet deep fosses, 
\vith perpendicular banks, in Hlany parts inter
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sectecl the road. lIe proposed to ad vance cir
CUlllspectly, not apprehending an anlbuscade, 
but surnlising insidious excavations to have 
been made in the ground. 

During his progress, he receives a letter from 
Tiridates, keeper of the regal treasure, notifying, 
, That, on report of Alexander's cOIning, the 
, inhabitants designed to rifle the treasury: and 
, recommending that expedition should be used 
, .to secure it: the ,vay ,vas unobstructed, ex
, cept ,vhere the river l\rosis ran across.' No 
military qualification of Alexander deserves more 
highly to be extolled than his celerity. Leav
ing his infantry, he nlarched all night ,vith his 
cavalry, previously fatigued, and, having travers
ed a long interval, CaIne, at day-break, to the 
Arosis. In the vicinity ,vere several villages: 
these he pillaged and demolished, and, laying the 
materials on blocks of stone, pronlptly formed a 
bridge. 

At his near approach to the city, his eyes 
,vere shocked ,vith a spectacle ,vhich has fe\v 
parallels in history. I t ,vas a procession of 
Greek captives, amounting almost to four thou
sand*, \vhom the Persians had deplorably muti
lated. Sonle had had their feet cut off; others 
llad been deprived of their hands and ears; , and 

.. Diodorus enumerates them onI! at eight,hundred. 
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aU their bodies ,vere branded \vi th barbarous 
characters. Thus they had been reserved for the 
<1iversion of their inhu111an enen1ies, ,vho seeing 
thclnselves on the eve of foreign subjection, did 
not oppose their desire to go out and meet Alex
ander. They resembled uncouth images, dis
tinguishable as lTIen only by their voice. They 
excited more tears than they shed. In a cal a
nlity ,vhich cap~:iciously 111arked every indivi
dual, it ll1ight be seen at once that they aU 
shared: but their punishments had been so di
versified, that itwas iUlpossible to pronounce ,vho 
,vas most 111iserable. When they cried out, that 
Jupiter, the avenger of Greece, had atlast awoke, 
all the auditors sympathized in their sufferings 
as their own. The king, having dried his tears, 
said to them:." ReSUlne courage: you shall 
" again see your native land and your ,vives." 
Then Alexander entrenched his caulp hvo stadia 
frOln the city. 

18. ~Iean'vhile, the Greeks, having ,vith.. 
dra,vn, deliberated respecting ,vhat great boon 
they ought to delnand of the king. SOlTIe ,vere 
disposed to petition for a settlement in Asia; 
others, for restoration to their homes. Euthy
lTIOD, the CY111ean, is represented to have thus 
spoke: " 'Ve ,vho but recently blushed to 
" come out of our dark dungeons to implore 
" relief, no,v desire to expose our sufferings to 
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" all Greece, as if they ,vere an agre:eable spec .. 
" tacle: while it is uncertain \vhether, ourselves, 
" \ve are the nl0re grieved by, or ashamed of 
" them. Those\vho conceal their afflictions, bear 
" them best. To the incurably wretched, their 
" l1ative land cannot be so congenial as solitude 
" and absolute oblivion- of their former state. 
" They \vho expect nluch from the comlnisera
" tion of their friends, are ignoran t that tears 
" are soon dried up. N o~e sincerely love those 
" ,vhOln they loathe; for calami ty is as ad
" dieted to moan, as prosperity 'is disdainfuL 
" Every-one, \vhen he considers the distresses 
" of another, adverts to his own circumstances; 
" and were we not equally nliserable, we had 
" long ago avoided each other. Is it \vonderful 
cc that the happy delight in -the happy? Let us, 
" I entreat, since "ie are dead to enjoYlnent, 
" seek the shade of seclusion for our nlangled 
" relnains, and bury our deforulities in exile. 
" Returning, \ve shall be agreeable objects to 
" those wives w hOln ,ve married in our youth! 
" 'Vill our children, in the flower of life and 
" prosperity, acknowledge the refuse of jails? 
" How nlany of us are equal to the journey? 
" From Europe far, in the renlote East, old, ill
" firm, despoiled of great part of ourselves, ·can 
" ,ve sunnount fatigues. ,vhich have oppressed 
" even the victoriolls army? Further, with re
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" spect to those WIves 'VhOlll accident and ne
" cessity forced uS to take, as t1~e only consola
" tionof ourcaptivity,-them, and our littlechil
" dren, shall ,ve drag ,vith us, or lea.v~ behind? 
" If we take theIn, nobody ,viII acknowlege 
"us. Shall ,ve, then, abandon these pledges, 
" ,vhen it is uncertain ,vhether ,ve can see those 
" others, if we seek thelll? Let us live seques
({ tered mnong those,vhose acquaintance with us 
" began under infelicity." 

19. Thus EuthYIllon. He ,vas opposed by 
Theretetus the Athenian: "No g'Ood n1an values 
" his friends the less on account of bodily de
" fects, especially,vhen the inhun1anity of all 
" enelny has inflicted the calamity. lIe deserves 
" every kind of evil, ,vho is ashan1ed of pure 
"l11isfortunes. For thinking. so hal'dly ofInan
" kind, and despairing of, pity, he can have no 
" n10tive, but that he ,vould refuse pity to an
e' other. \Vhat ,ve never dared to hope, the 
" gods 110\V offer - - our native land, our 
" ,vives, OtU children, and all those goods ,vhich 
" give life its value, and ,vhich tnen defend 
" unto death. \Vhy t11en do ,ve not burst from 
" this prison? In our native land, the' ail' is 
" sweeter, the light is lllore grateful. Even the 
(' Barbarians revere and cultivate the Grecian 
" Inanners, religion, and languages; and shall 
." \ve, whose birth-right they are, ,vilfully rclin-

VOL. II. P 
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" quish them?- - Our'greatest unhappiness is 
" exclusion from those blessings. For myself, 
" I am resolved to avail myself of the king's 
Ie extraordinary bounty, and return to my coun", 
" try and my 'home. Attachments to those con
" cubines and children whom slavery compelled 
II us to ackno,vlege, may detain individuals: but 
" let those go to ,vhom nothing is dearer than 
fl their native country." 

A fe\v ,v-ere of this opinion: habit, ,vl1ich is 
stronger than nature, influenced the remainder. 
They agreed,' 'To request the king to assign a 
, spot for their residence.' Then they elected 
one hundred deputies. Alexander, concluding 
that they had come to ask the same boon \vhich 
he ,vas prepared to grant: "I have appointed,'" 
said he, "conveyances for you, and to each ofyou 
" a thousand denarii; and ,vhen you shall have 
" reached Greece, I shall make such provision 
" for you, that, setting aside the past severities 
" of fate, no man's condition shall be happier 
" than yours." At these words, the deputies 
wept; and fixed their distressed eyes on the 
ground, not daring to speak,. After an intervaJ, 
the king inquired 'vhy they ,vere dejected. 
Then Euthymon gave an answer corresponding 
to his speech at the consultation. Hereupon, 
the king, commiserating their misfortunes and 
confirmed melan'choly, ordered the distribution 
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to each of three thousand denarii; he added 
cattle, teams, and seed-corn, that they might 
cultivate the land assigned them. 

CHAP. VI~ 

PerseJJolis plundered. Treasures tlzere and at Pas· 
sargada. Ale.l'ander conducts an e.11Jedition 
through the wilds of Persia into the country of 
the Mardians. 

20. ON the following day, Alexander,addressed 
his convened officers: " No city has been more 
" pernicious to the Greeks than this seat of the 
,~ ancient ~ersic monarchs. Hence ,vas given 
" the ilnpulse to their iInmense armies. Hence 
" Darius first, and afterwards Xerxes, poured 
" their inlpious wars on Europe. I t must be 
" razed, to appease the manes of our ancestors." 

Fronl the evacuated city the terrified Barba
rians fled in various directions: ,vhereupon the 
king led the phalanx into it ,vithout delay. 
Conquest or negocia:tion had nlade hilll,lnaster 
of ll1any capitals inlperially opulent: but the 
riches of this last transcended the others. .The 
resources of P.ersia, as a state, the personal prv

n2 
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perty of the Barbarians, 'vere here deposited: gold 
and silver in heaps; app~rel for princes; furniture 
-in part ostentatiously superb, in part framed 
for sinlple utility. This caused the victorious 
troops to fight aIllong thenlselves; and he who 
had seized the most valuable spoils, ,vas treated 
by his campanions as an enemy. As the soldiers 
could not bear a,vayall that they found, they 
grasped at such articles as seemed to deserve a 
preference. They tore up the royal robes, every 
one snatching a piece: vases of exquisite ,vork
manship, they split ,vith axes: nothing ,vas left 
untouched, nor carried off entire. Images \vere 
dismembered, as each despoiler could ,vrench 
invay a limb. Nor avarice alone-cruelty now 
raged; for the 'savages, loaded ,vith gold and 
silver, to avoid the trouble of guarding their 
prisoners, butchered thelu; and those ,vho had 
bought their life by disclosing their riches, ,vere 
no longer spared. This induced nUlnbers to 
anticipate. the enemy by a 'voluntary death. 
Habited in their mO'st gorgeous apparel, ,vith 
their ,vives and children, they plunged headlong 
from the ,valls. Some, supposing the enelny 
,vould ultimately' burn the town, fired their 
houses, and, ,vith their fanlilies, perished in the 
flames. At length the king gave orders, , That 
, the persons of the 'VOllwn should be respected, 
, and their apparel preserved to thelll.' 
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Of treasures taken here, the aInount is alnlost 
incredible ': but \ve must doubt respecting all 
the previous, or believe, that in the citadel ,vere 
deposited one hundred and twenty thousand 
talents. Destining this to the service of the 
,var, the king caused horses, and camels, to be 
brought from Susa and Babylon, to transport it. 
To this SUlll may be added six thousand talents 
taken at Passargada, \vhich 'was surrendered to 
A.lexander by its governor Gobares. Cyrus 
founded Passargada. 

21. The king nonlinated Nicarthides gover
nor of the citadel of Persepolis, leaving him a 
garrison of three thousand ~1acedonians. To 
Tyridates, ,vho had delivered up the treasure, he 
cOl'lfirmed the honours \vhich he had held under 
Darius. 

Alexander confided the chief part ofhis army, 
\vith the baggage, to Parmenio, and Craterus : 
\vhile, \vith a thousand horse, and a division of 
light-armed infantry, he penetrated the interior 
of Persia, in the Inost rigorous season of \vinter. 
lIe ,vas annoyed .by stonns of rain, and by a 
tempest scarcely to be endured; notwithstanding 
,vhich, he proceeded as he had planned. lIe had 
no\vadvanced into a region encrusted with p~r
petual sno\v and ice. Dreary scenery and impasT 
sable ,vilds terrified the exhausted soldiers, ,vho 
imagined thenlselves to be stepp~ng QU tl~e con."'l 
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fines of the ,vorlel. They were as toni shed by 
solitudes, ,vithout a vestige of cultivation, or of 
nlan. They insisted on being led back, before 
the light and heavens failed them. The king 
forbore to punish them, for the effect of horror; 
but leaped fr0111 his horse, and proceeded on 
foot, through the sno\vand ice: His friends, his 
generals, and the soldiers, ,vere ashamed not to 
follo\v. The king, ,vith a pickaxe breaking the 
ice, made hill1self a passage: the rest imitated 
l1is exatnple. 

A t length, having traversed forests almost 
impervious, they discovered indications, that the 
tract ,vas not entirely uncultivated, and a fe\v 
\vandering herds of cattle. The inhabitants 
d\velt in scattered cottages, deelning the protec
tiqn of ,valls' unnecessary in an inaccessible 
country. At sight of the enemy, killing such 
as could not accompany thenl, they fled to 
unfrequented mountains, covered with sno\v. 
Through conferences ,vith the prisoners, their 
\vildness diminished; they eventually surren
dered thelnselves, and ,vere treated ,vith lenity 
by the king. 

Alexander having ravaged the country of 
Persia, and reduced very many towns, at length 
entered the district of the l\1ardians *, a ,varlike 

fjE Vossius considers, that Curtius-here, and infra, b. vi. ell. Y. 11. 

-does not describe two different expeditions against the same people; 
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tribe, ,vhose habits are repugnant to the nlan
ners of the Persians. In caverns, dug in the 
mountains, they d\v.eU ,vith their wives and 
children, feeding on their herds, or on ,vild 
beasts. The 'VOluen are not of a softer nature 
than the men: their hair is shaggy: and their 
garmen ts do not reach to the knees. They bind 
the forehead \vith a sling, making an ornament 
of a 'veapon. This nation, also, 'vas, ho\vever, 
borne down by the saIne torrent of fortune. 

Alexander, on the thirtieth day after his de
parture from Persepolis, returned thither, Then, 
in presents to his friends and adherents, accord
ing to merit, he distributed almost all that he 
had taken in that city. 

CHAP. VII. 

The burning of Persepolis. 

22. BUT the superior mental endo,vments of 
.Alexander, that disposition more than kingly,. 

lIe supposes J.Vlardi, like Tl'ogdol!Jlte, not to be so properly a name 
of one particular nation, as a term common to several tribes, hay. 
ing the same habits. If, however, :Mardi be deemed a national 
appellation, the llIardi of this, and the subsequent P!lssage, may be 
the same wandering horde of robbers, occasionally occupying different 
mountainous tracts) or two distinct tribes of the same nation. 
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that firmness in meeting danger, that velocity 
of preparation and of achievenlent, that good 
faith to an enemy sublnitting on tenns, that 
clemency toward prisoners of ,var; ,vere all 
sullied by an inordinate propensity to ,vine. 
\Vhile his antagonist, and competitor for enl
pire, ,vas nlaking every exertion to renew hos
tilities ~ ~vhile the provinces, recently subdued, 
wlnced under his ne,v governtnent; he occupied 
eac~ succ~ding day in banquets; at ,vhich 
were present, fair guests, not such as it would 
l1ave been a crime to debauch, but venal Inis
tresses, whose ~icentious society ,vas a disgrace 
to the brave. One of these, Thais, flushed with 
undiluted cups, suggested to the king, 'That 
, if he ~urnt the palace of th~ Persic princes, 
, it 'vol~ld? above all things, gratify the Greeks, 
, ,vho expected this repris~l for t11e destruction 
, of their cities by the' Barbarians.' 'Vhtle this 
bacchante ,vas agitating this serious affair, one 
and another inebriated individual expressed 
the~r applauses ; and the king, not enduri~g, 
me~'ely, ,vith avidity e~l1bracing', the proposal; 
" ,\Vhy do ,ve," he exclaimed, " delay to avenge 
" Greece, and apply the torches to the city?" 
Inflanled with the spirit of the grape, all risc 
together to burn that splendid seat, ,vhich they 
had spared 'vIlen ~rmed.. The king led the 
destroyers, and fired the palace: then his guests, 
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his servants, and his concubines, applied their 
active flan1beaux. The inlperial structure con
tained a great quantity of cedar, which rapidly 
caught, and communicated; the flames. N O\V 

the army, encalnped not far from the town, per
ceiving the conflagi'ation, and considering it to 
be casual, hastened to give their services in 
extinguishing it: but when they had corne to 
the portico of the palace, seeing the king hurl
ing in a profusion of blazing cOlubustibles, 
they dropped the \vater ,vhich they had brought, 
and augn1ented the fire ,vith dry 111aterials. 

23. This ,vas the end of the court* of all the 
East; ,vhence laws had emanated to so many 
nations; the birth-place of so ulany kings: 
formerly, the sole object of; terror to Greece_ 
its decrees had equipped a fleet of a thousand 

• Arrian, lib. iii. p. 66. Plutarch in Ale:c. and Strabo, lib. xv. 
p. 502, confine the conflagration to the palace. Diodorus says indis

tinctly, that the place around the palace was consumed. The author 

of Examen Critique des Historiens d'Alexlincil'c, p. 125, et seq. 
labours to prove, that Persepolis existed under the successors of 
Alexander, and was preserved till the first ages of Mahometallism, 
when the inhabitants of Persepolis, having violated their treaty with 
the Mussulmans, were massacred, and their city was demolished. 
M. d'Hankerville, however, alleges reasons for believing, that there 
were two cities named by the Greeks Persepolis, con.siderably dis
tant from each other, and that one was burnt by Alexander, and the 

other destroyed by the Mnssulmans. See Supplement to Redlcrcllcs 
Sur lcs Arts, ~·c. d~ la Grecc. 
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sail, and inundated Europe ,vith annies; had 
constructed bridges over the sea, ancI cut through 
Dlountains a marine canal. Ages have elapsed 
since its destruction, and a ne\v lnetropolis has 
not risen from its ashes; for Alexander, and his 
successors, chose other seats of governm~nt, 
,vhich have since been occupied by the Par
thians. 'Vere it not for the river Arosis, the 
traces of it could hardly be found; that river 
flo,ved near its ,valls; by the neighbouring in
habitants, the distance is rather conjectured, than 
ascertained, to have been hventy stadia. 

The ~1acedonians ,vere ashanled, that the 
destruction of a city s6 illustrious, should be 
ascribed to a bacchanalian frolick of their king; 
they, therefore, gave the affair a severe aspect, 
and ill1posed on themselves a belief, that it ,vas 
expedient that Persepolis should be so conSUll1
ed. Alexander, on his part, as soon as repose 
had dispelled the fUllles of inebriety, felt and 
expressed regret: "lVlore ample atonenlent had 
" been Illade to Greece, if the Persians had be
., held me sitting on the imperial throne of 
" Xerxes." 

The next day, he gave thirty talents to the 
Lycian, ,vho had been his guide into Persia. 
Hence he passed into the country of~led,ia, ,vhere 
Ile ,vas nlet by recruits f1'oln Cilicia; they con
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sis ted of one thousand cavalry and five thousand 
infantry, the whole commanded by Plato the 
Athenian. Thus reinforced, he prepared to 
pursue Darius. 

C 1-1 A P. VIII. 

Darius at Ecbatazw. His speech in council .. 

24. THE fugitive king had reached Ecbatana, 
the capital of l\fedia. At this day in the hands 
of the Parthians, the city is the royal seat during 
Sumn1er. Darius had designed to go thence 
into Bactriana: but apprehensive that the expe
dition of Alexander would anticipate him, he al
tered his intention. A space of fifteen hundrell 
furlongfS * separated hill1 fr01ll Alexander; but 
he deemed no space a protection fr0111 his pur
suer's celerity. He prepared, therefor.e, rather 

~ Le Tellier, in his commentary, enters into a loose calculation of 

the distance between Persepolis and Ecbatalla, on the supposition, 

that Curtius assumes it to be but fifteen hundred furlongs: but the 

critic, deserted by his usual acumen, has overlooked tho~e pa~5ages, 
which decide the intention of Curtius to have been, mere]y to mark 

the interval which divided the two kiners ",hen one bcO'all to move
0' '" 

fi'om Ecbatana, and the other, having p~e"iously advanced a consi
derable wa' l' I . l' . 

< y, 1U exp orlllg t le country, bcgan an ImmC( late pur~ult. 
See Supra, eh. vii. par(lgr. ttlt. and, infra, ch. xiii. 34. 
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for battle, than for flight. He was follo\ved by 
thirty thousand foot, comprising fOllr thousand 
Greeks, ,vhose fidelity to the king rel11ained to 
the last invincible. He had also a body of 
slingers, and archers, amounting to four thou
sand: besides these, there ,vere three thousand 
three hundred cavalry, chiefly Bactrians, con1
Inanded by Bessus, ,vho ,vas satrap of the city 
and province of Bactriana. 'Vith this army, 
Darius diverged a little from the high-road, 
having ordered those charged with the baggage 
to g'o on before. 

To his convened counGil-" If fortune," said 
Darius, " had associated me ,vith co,vards, ,vho 
" prefer any manner of life to an honourable 
" death, I ,,,ould, in silence, forbear to ,vaste 
" the time in fruitless exhortations. But your 
" courage, and fidelity, have been more severely 
" proved than I could wish; and I ought ra
" ther to strive to be \vorthy or such friends, 
" than doubt ,vhether you are still like your
"selves. Out of ,so ll1any thousau.ds once under 
" lny command, you only have adhered to your 
"master, twice conquered, twice a fugiti \'e. 
" Your attachment and constancy lnake nle re
" gard Dlyself still as a king. Traitors, and 
" deserters, indeed, are appointed regents over 
., llly cities, not that they are deemed to merit 
~~ such dignities, but, by degrading honours into 

http:thousau.ds
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" ,vages, to tempt you to disloyalty. You have, 
" notwithstanding, chosen to connect youtselves 
" ,vith my fortune, rather than with the con
" queror's: a conduct ,vorthy of, reward fr0111 
" the gods, if it should be never in Illy power 
" to rec01npense it--.l\nd, gods! ye WILL re
" ,yard it. There ,vill be no fame so perverse, 
(t no posterity so insensible, as not to bear your 
" nlenlory to the skies. Therefore, although 
" I had, contrary to illy o,vn inclination, adInit
" ted thoughts of flight,-yct, relying on your 
" bravery, I shall tlleet the enemy. For ho\v 
" long aIl1 I to be an exile in my o,vn domi
"nions, ho,v long fly through my frontier 
"provinces frOl11 a retl1ote-born sovereign, 
" when it is open to me, by trying the fortune 
" of ,var, either to recover Iny empire, or to fall 
" gloriously? --Unless it be better to trust 
" to the victor's cielnency, and, after the exanl
~' pIe of 1\1azreus and l\;fithrenes, accept a pre
" carious sat,rapy over a single nation: adn~it
" ting he would gratify his vanity, rather than 
cc his revenge. ~fay the gods never sufier any 
" one, either to take this diadenl fronl my hro,v, 
" or to replace it there. Living, I will not 
" surrender nly sceptre; Illy kingdOll1 and Illy 
" life shall end together. If the same spirit 
" reigns in you, 110t one of you shall lose .his li
" berty, not one be forced to crouch to the 
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" haughty 1\1acedonians. Your right-hands 
" shall avenge your sufferings, or terminate 
"thenl. Our present condition proves ho\v 
" fluctuating fortune is; and it is reasonable to 
" expect a favourable vicissitude. But if just 
" and pious ,vars be disregarded by the gods, 
" it is yet in the po,ver of the brave to die 
"honourably. By the illustrious deeds of our 
" ancestors, by the renown ,vith ,vhich they 
" governed all the kingdol11s' of the East, by 
" those great ll1en to 'whonl l\Iacedon formerly 
" paid tribute, by the 111ighty fleets that have 
" been sent against Greece, by the trophies of 
" so Inany kings, by every sacred invocation, 
" I entreat you to call into exercise a courage 
" suitable to the nobility of your fmnilies and 
" nation; and that ,vith such resolution as you 
" have opposed to the past, you ,vill assay ,vhat 
" forttu1e has to allot. For 111YSelf, I am re
ee solved to be great to future ages-by a battle, 
" perhaps by a remarkable yictory." 
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C I-I A P. -IX. 

Insolent ln~oposition rf Nabarzanes to Darius: 
Disorgani.zed state ofthe Persian army_. 

25. WHILE Darius was speaking, the aspect 
of inlpending danger had oppressed the lwarts 
and itnaginations of all his attendants with hor
ror: none could exert' his reason. '''hen Da
rius ceased, none adventured to speak. At 
length Artabazus, the oldest of his friends, 
and ,,,ho had formerly resided at the court of 
Philip: "In our richest apparel, an'd 11l0st splen
" did arn1our, ,ve ,vill follo\v our king to the 
ft field; nor are \ve disposed to dcspail; of vic
ee tory, or to shrink from death." The rest ap
peared to assent :-But Nabarzanes had lea
gued ,vith Bessus in a conspiracy of unprece
dented atrocity; by the agency of the troops 
,vhich they connnanded, to sei~e, and bind the 
king,-lneditating, if Alexander pursued them, 
to deliver hinl up alive, by ,vhieh they expected 
to ingratiate thell1selves with the victor, \vho 
\vould highly estimate the acquisition: but if 
they should escape, they intended to kill Darius, 
seize the chief authority, and rene\v hostilities. 



48 QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book 1'. 

They had long revolved this treason; Nabarzanes 
no,v ventured on a prelude to his villainous 
plan. "Sire!" said he, " I am sensible that what 
., I a111 going to propose, ,vill not at first sound 
(C gratefully. But physicians expel desperate 
" diseases by violent remedies; and mariners, 
" menaced w'ith shipwreck, thro\v over-board 
" part of the cargo to keep the remainder afloat. 
" Not that I advise you to ~ublnit to any loss, 
" but, by a salutary proceeding, to save yourself 
" and the elnpire. The gods frown upon us in 
" the ,var, and fortune ,vith' fixed purpose op
" presses the Persians. A ne\v foundation must 
" be laid under ne\v auspices. Resign for a
" while the governn1ent and chief dignity to 
" another, ,vho shall continue king only till the 
,,' enemy withdraw frOln l\sia: then the con
" queror ,vill restore to you the sacred deposi t. 
" Reason pron1ises that this will be speedily 
"accon1plished. Bactriana is yet entire. The 
" Indians, as ,veIl as tIle Sacre, are at your diree
"tion. So many nations, so many armies con
U sisting of innulp.erable thousands of I,lorse and 
" foot, stand equipped ready to rene,v hostility, 
" that the luass of force in reserve, is greater 
" than that ,vhich has been dispersed. Why 
" then should \ve as brutes rush on destruction? 
" It is the part of the brave rather to despise 
H death than to hate life. Cowards are fre.. 
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" quently disgusted with their being1 through 
" ilnpatience under difftculty: but manliness 
" leaves nothing unatteInpted. Beyond all re .. 
" medies' postpone death: it is enough to meet 
". it cheerfully. vVhat if \ve repair to Bactra; 
" the lnost secure retreat, and there inaugurate 
'" Bessus, the satrap of Bactriana, teluporary 
"king~ At'the happy termination of our per .. 
" plexities, he will retransfet to you, his liege 
'" sovereign; the chief authority assigned to hinl 
" on trust." 

26. Is it ,vonderful that Darius ,vas incen .. 
sed, although yet ignorant ,vhat conSUlnmate:. 
,vickedness lurked under the insulting' proposal: 
" Vile slave!" he cried, " hast thou found the 
" ,vished tiine to disclose thy parricide?" Uri. 
s11eathing his s\vord, lie seemed in motion to kill 
11im: but Bessus' and the Bactrians interposed; 
,vith signs of dejection, although they intended 
to bind the king, had he persisted. 

l\tlcanwhile Nabarzanes nlade his escape. 
Bessus follo\ved hhll. ~he troops ,vhich· they 
respectively comlnanded, they drew off fronl the 
I'est of the anny, preparatory to holding a secret 
consultation. 

When they had departed, Artabazus endea
voured to appea5e Darius by a spee~h suitable to 
the aspect of affairs: "Bear ,vith the folly or 
" error of such adheren ts as you have: Alexan-

VOL., II. E 
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" der approaches, formidable to us all united: 
" what ,vill he be found, if the companions 
" hitherto of your flight shall be alienated fro!ll 
" your interest?" Darius ,vas persuaded. Al
though the camp had received orders to break 
up, yet, in the general agitation, no step ,vas 
taken to remove. But the king, petrified with 
grief and despair, shut himself in his tent. The 
forces having no head, felt various attachment~ ; 
and the chiefs no longer met in one council. 
Patron, commander of the Greeks, ordered his 
men to take anns, and hold thenlselvesconstantly 
prepared. The Persian.s had taken separate 
quarters. Bessus was with the Bactrians, and 
laboured to gain over the Persians: he de
scanted on the ,vealth ofBactriana, yet untouched, 
and on the perils a\vaiting them if they remained 
in that place. The IJersians almost to a Ulan 
replied, " It were a foul enorlnity to desert the 
" king." l\1ean,vhile, Artabazus discharged the 
office of a general; going round to the Per
sians in their quarters, exhorting them 1l0\V in
dividually, no\v in a body: 110r did he quit them 
till he ,vas sufficiel1tlyassured of their obedience. 
Returned to Darius, he with difficulty prevailed 
on hinl to take food, and to exert fortitude be .. 
conling a sovereign. 
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C HAP. X: 

J.Vaharzanes and Bessus counterfeit submission.. 
Darius, reconciled, proceeds on his march; 

27~ BESSUS and N abarzanes determine to pur
s~e their infamous machinations, inflamed ,vith 
the lust of reigning. They could not, ho\vever, 
hope to be 'supported by the auxiliary forces, 
,vhile Darius remained undegraded; for the peo
ple of those nations regard the sovereign majesty 
,vith extrelne veneration. At the name of their 
king they assemble, serving him under adversity· 
,vith no less devotion than in ·prosperity. The 
region 'vllich the execrable Bessus and N abar
zanes governed, inflated their ambition; for in 
arms, and men, and extent, it ,vas second to 
none of the pr?vinces,-it influenced the third 
part of Asia,-its mass of young men was ade
quate to replace the armies ,vhich Darius had 
lost. Hence they despised not only their sove
reign, but Alexander; expecting, if they could 
direct the resources of Bactriana, to reestablish 
the empire. 

After much distraction, they resolved-To 
seize the servile devotedness of the Bactrian sol .. 
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diers, in arresting the king; and, then, by a 
messenger to Alexander, to announce that they 
had him in custody alive: If, as they feared, 
Alexander should· spurn abhorren~ at their per
fidy, they designed to kill Darius, and retire 
,vith their forces to Bactriana. They durst not, 
however, openly deprive Darius of liberty, ,vhile 
so many thousand Persians w'ere ready to sup
port him; they \vere restrained also by the known 
fidelity of the Greeks. Postponing coercion, 
they employ deceit, counterfeiting penitence for 
their secession, and pleading their late conster. 
nation as an apology to the king. 

28. 1fean\vhile their enlissaries assail the 
constancy of the Persians, by addresses to their 
hopes and fears.: ' To place their shoulders under 
, the ruined enlpire, were certain destruction; 
, ,vhile Bactriana offered them prosperity and 
, wealth surpassing their desires.' 

Pending these practices, Artabazus, by the 
king's order, or fron1 his own ilnpulse, carne to 
Bessus.and Nabarzanes, and assured them, that 
Darius, appeased, ,vas ready to admit them to 
their former rank in his friendship. They excuse 
themselves ,vith tears; entreating Artabazus, as 
a Inediator, to bear their supplications to the king. 

At day-break, N abarzanes conducted the 
Bactrian soldiers to the entry of the royal tent, 
Inasking his criluinal designs under th6 exterior 



Chap. XL QUINTUS CURTIUS. 53 

of a solelnn duty. Darius, havirig given him 
the signal to march, ascended his chariot in the 
usual manner. N~barianes, ,vith the other par
ricides, prostrating 'thelllselves, affected to adore 
llim ,vholn they intended soon to oppress with 
chains; shedding profusely the syu1bols of peni
tence: so deeply. rooted in some hearts is dissi
n1ulation. Darius, naturally Silld~l:e and nlild, 
was induced not only to believe their profess.ions, 
but to ,veep hin1self. They, ne'vertheless, felt 
no ren10rse on account of their preineditated 
villany, while ,vitnessing ho,v ,vorthy a man 
and king they ,vere proceeding to betray. He, 
insensible to danger at hand, hastened to escape 
beyond the reach of Alexander, the sole object 
of his apprehension. 

C HAP. XI. 

Patron's offer to protect Darius. 

~9. PATRON, commander of the Greeks, or.:. 
«ered them to aSSUl11e their armour, ,vhich was 
carried with the baggage, and to be uniformly 
ready to act. He follo,ved the royal .carriage; 
awaiting an opportunity to spea~ to tll(~ i kiiig'; 
for he had penetrated the plot of Bessus~ The 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book Yo54 

traitor dreading this, kept close to the chariot, 
more like a guard over a. prisoner, than an attend
ant. -Patron, therefore, having often suppressed 
the salutation quivering on his lips, under hesi
tation between fidelity and fear, attentively fix
ed his eyes on the king, who, _at length per
ceiving it, 'Sent Bubaces, one of his eunuchs, to 
inquire, ' If he had any thing to impart?' Pa
tron answered, ' Yes, but he 'wished to speak to 
, the king 'without a ,vitness.' Directed to ap
proach, he, \vithout an interpreter, for Darius 
ullde!stopd Greek, said, " Of your fifty thou
~, sand Greeks, ,ve, a small band, only survive; 
~, we have been yOUI' adherents through every 
~, variety of fortune, and our-... affection towa~ds 
(C you now is the sanle as W'hen you \vere on 
~, the summit of felicity. W~atever retreat you 
f' ~hoose, 'V~ shall embrace as a copJ1try and "a 
~~ honle~ Ypur prosperity and adversity have 
" cqnnected us with you. By o:ur iJ1~jn~ible 
" fidelity? I solemnly conjure you, to ~tation. 

" your tent among us1 and tq permit us to un
" dertake the duty of guarding your sacred per
~'-son. ,\Ve have relinquished Greece; and haye 
" no Bactriana. Our ,vhole reliance is on you. 
!' Would that 'we 'were not obliged to distrust 
~'_~thers. Jt does not becolne me to say more, 
(C than that I, a foreigner, a stranger-born, 
~; vloJ.tld ;not entreat to hay~ ~he pr~tection of 
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" your person, if I could deeln it safe in the 
" keeping of another." 

30. Although Bessus ,vas uninstructed in 
Greek, conscious of guilt, he believed that Pa
tron had discovered him; his sunnise ,vas con
finned, ,vhen an interpreter repeated to hitu t11e 
discourse which had been Qverheard. 

Darius, ,vithout any symptonl of fear in his 
countenance, demanded from Patron the cause 
of his suggestion. The latter conceived it ,vere 
inlproper to refrain longer fronl speaking out: 
" Bessus and N abarzanes have ·conspired against 
" you; your fortune and' life lie in extreme 
"bazard. If this be not the las t day of the 
" parricides, it ,vill, sire! be your last" Thus 
Patron strove to obtain the high glory of saving 
the king's life. It is the notion of some, that 
human affairs have no controller superior to blind 
chance: Let those scoff; For nly part, I believe, 
that events depend on an eternal arrangement, 
cOlln~ctlng a chain ofh~qd.~n causes, a~d that every 
man perfornls ~ race prescribed long before by 

1an inlmutable decree. The reply of Darius ,vas: 
I'~Although I well kno,v the fidelity of my 
. " Greek soldiers, I ,vill never detach myselffrolu . 
-" Iny native subjects.. It more pains me to dis
H trust than to be deceived. 'Vhatever the un
U certain future may inflict, I ,vould rather en
U counter among llly own people, than desert 
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H them. I shall fall too late, if Illy own soldiers 
" ,vill not protect file." Patron, despairing of 
the king's safety, returned to his division, pre
pared, at any hazard, to prove his loyalty. 

C 1-1 A P. XII. 

. Darius a captive in Ids o'tiJn army. 

!3 1. BESSUS felt a violent propensity to kill 
the king immediately: but apprehensive that 
unless he delivered hinI up alive, he might not 
ingratiate himself with Alexander, he postponed 
the accolnplishment of his treason till the ap
proaching night. Addressing Darius, he ' COll

e gratul~ted hinl on having clrCUll1Spectly avoid
, ed the snare of a perfidious man, no,vattracted 

by the w'ealth of Alexander. That man had 
~ fixed on the killg'S head as an offering to the 
(enemy. No! ,vas it surprising that every thing. 
, should have its pric~ "with a nlercenary, ,vith
( out family-tie or honle, an exile frOln the ,vorIel, 
, W'hom the beck of a higher bidder could trans
( form into a foe to either party.' Then excul
pating himself, Bessus invoked the guardian 
p~ities of Persia to ,v~tn~ss pis fidelity. Dari~ls 
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appeared, by his countenance, to credit Bessus, 
though he doubted not that the Greek had justly 
illlpeached hinl: but, at that 'conjuncture, to 
show di&trust of his subjects, ,vas not less dan
gerous than to bear ,vith strong symptoms of 
duplicity: They ,vho ,vere' suspected of disloy.. 
alty amounted to thirty thousand: Patron's band 
,vas but four thousand: Should he, by confiding 
to these the guard of his person, seal the accu
sation of the national army, he perceived that 
the conspirators might dra\v fronl it a plea for 
their parricide, ,vhich he ,vas desirous not to af
ford. In answer to Bessus, 'he however said: 
" Alexander's justice is not less established than 
" his valour. They ,vill be deceived ,vho ex
" peet £tOlll hinl the reward of treason; for there 
" cannot be a nlore rigid chastiser of perfidy." 

'Night drawing on, the Persians, as they 
\vere accustomed, piled their arms, and ,vent to 
the next village for provisions: but the Bac
trians, by Bessus' order, continued under anns. 

32. ~Ieanwhile Darius sumnloned Artabazus 
to an intervie\v. The disclosure of Patron il11
parted to Artabazus, the latter, ,vithout hesita
tion, advised the king to pass into the camp of 
the Greeks: "The Persians ,vill foHow as soon 
" as you shall proclaim your danger." But, 
domned to his lot, Darius could 110 longer be 
influenced by salutary ,counsel. Artabazus, his 
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only friend in that extremity, he elnbraced as 
never to see hiln more. While tears stole from 

j both; and Artabazus still clung to hhn, he or
dered hinl to be forced a\vay. Darius having 
covered his head, that he might not see the so
lemn grief of Artabazus, ,vho departed as frOln a 
sepulchral chamber, flung hilnself on the ground. 
His guards, ,vhose duty it had been to hazard 
their lives in protecting the king, gradually 

_withdre\v, not deeming themselves a match for 
the armed ruffians momentarily expected. In 
all the aparbnents of the tent ,vas a dreary va
cancy, there remaining only a fe\v eunuchs, -who 
did not kno\v whither to retire. The king, 
having no companion of his distraction, revolved 
varying purposes, till he ,vas disgusted ,vith the 
ruminations to \vhich he had had recourse for 
relief. Then he ordered Bubaces to be called in. 
Looking stedfastly at him, " Go, aU I" said he, 
" and take care of yourselves, having preserved 
H to the last a becoming duty to your prince. 
" Here I shall ,vait my destiny. Perhaps you 
" are surprised,_ that I do not terminate my life: 
" I would that Iny death be the crime of another, 
" rather than my o,vn." At these words, the 
eunuch's mournful shrieks filled not only the 
tent, but that division of the camp. Then others 
rushed in, rending their clothes, and ,vith savage 
howlings lamenting the king. 
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3S. The Persians, to ,vhom the ,outcry reach
ed, durst neither return to resunle their arms, 
lest they should fall in ,vith the Bactrians; nor 
remain quiet, lest they should appear shamefully 
to desert their sovereign. 

A various jarring din prevailed in the camp, 
destitute of a leader, and in ,vant of a signal. 
The. soldie~s of Bessus and N abarzanes, mis
taking the cause of the ,vailing, reported, that 
the king had killed himself. Whereupon Bessus 
and N abarzanes galloped to the royal station, 
follo,vep. by select agents of iniquity. At the 
entrance of the tent, informed by the eunuchs 
that the king ,vas still living, they ordered hiln 
to be seized and bound. 

Thus he who had been recently borne in a. 
splendid chariot, and ,vorshipped ,vith celestial 
llonours, ,vas no\v, ,vithout the cooperation of 
the enemy, Inade a prisoner by his own slaves, 
and laid in a sordid ,vaggon covered ,vith hides. 
The royal treasure and furniture is plundered, 
as under the la,vs, of ,var. The pillagers sepa
rately fled, loaded ,vith spoil acquired by the last 
atrocity. . 

Artabazus, wi th those under his conlmand, 
and the Greek troops, turned towards Parthia, 
deeming any place safer than the society of par
ricides. The Persians, having received great 
promises frolll Bessus, yet principaIly because 
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they ,vere ,vithout a leader, joined the Bactrians. 
That, however, they might maintain the honours 
due to majesty, they confined Darius ,vith gol
den fetters: fortune inventing for him insult~o 
That he might not be known by his habiliments, 
they had put on the tilt {)f skins: now, lest he 
~hould be pointed out to inquirers among the 
troops, they caused the waggon to be driven by 
persons of 110 note, ,vhile the guards Inarched 
far in the rear. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Death l!f Darius. 

~4. ALEXANDER, having been inforn1ed of 
the departure of parius from Ecbatana, had 
quitted the road leading through Media, diligent 
to urge the pursuit. At Tabas, a to\vn at the 
extremity of Parretacene, deserters represent 
Darius to be flying precipitately towards Bactra. 
Bagisthanes, the Babylonian, afterwards procur
ed the !ll0re definite intelligence, that the king, 
at present undegraded, ,vas in danger of death, 
or of chains. 

Alexander~ in a council ofhis generals: "The 
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" essential operation remains to be executed," 
said he, "but the labour will be v~ry short. 
" Not far hence is Darius, abandoned or murder
" ed by his Inen. The consummation of success 
" depends on the possession of his person; and 
" the latter, on expedition." "\Vith acclama
tions the officers declared theluselves C ready to 
, follo,v Alexander, and desirous to be spared nei
I ther fatigue nor peril.' He then conducted 
the anny ,vith the rapidity of a race, rather than 
a march; 1101' ,vere their exertions intel1:nitted 
by repose at night. Having proceeded five hun
dred ~stadia, he arrived at the village ,vhere Bessus 
had seized Darius. Melon, the Persian n10
narch's interpreter, is here taken prisoner: illness 
had disabled hinl fr0111 following the army: 
overtaken by the celerity ofAlexander, he feign
ed hiluse1f a deserter. By this Inau every inci
dent ,vas related. But rest ,vas necessary to the 
exhausted: Alexander therefore selected fr0111 
his cavalry six thousand; to which he joined 
three hURdred dimaclue, troops armed 1110re heavi
ly than the other horse, and trained to fight 011 

foot ,vhen circumstances deulanded. 
During this pause, Orsillos and l\Iithracenes, 

,vho abhorred the parricide of Bessus, coming 
over to Alexander, announced, ' That the Per
, sians were distant five hundred stadia: they 
, \vould show hiln the nearer ,vay.' Their sub



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book Po 

mission ,vas gratifying to the king." In the 
dusk of the evening, with these guides, Alex
ander proceeded with his light horsemen, direct
ing the phalanx to follo\v as promptly as should 
be practicable. -He marched in order of battle, 
with such regulated speed, that the" van and rear 
Inight cooperate. 

35. lIe had advanced three hundred stadia, 
when Brocubelus, l\Iazreus' son, heretofore satrap 
of Syria, no\v also a deserter to Alexander, in
formed hiIn, 'That Bessus ,vas but two hundred 
C furlongs thence; his army, as in security, 
.f marched \vithout order, apparently stretching 
, to\vard Hyrcania: Alexander, by an accelerated 
, pnrsuit, might sUFpri'3e them in a dispersed 
'state. Darius ,vas still living.' 

This account inflanled Alexander's avidity 
to overtake them, before sufficiently eager. The 
squadrons sprung into an uncurbed gallop. And 
now the pursuers could hear the tralupling of thf; 
enemy: but clouds of dust excluued them from 
vie\v. Alexander therefore reined in his career, 
till the dust had settled. Presently they ,vere 
discovered by the Barbarians, ,vhose retiring 
ar111Y they could now see. They had plunged 
into a conflict altogether unequal, had Bessus 
shown as fierce a resolution to fight as he had to 
perpetrate parricide; for the BarLarians \',".'re su
perior in llulnber and in pcr~onu.l stl'(!}rr::h; 
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besides, men refreshed would have contended ,vith 
men fatigued. But a nanle, which produces 
great effects in war, made them fly. , 

Bessus and his accomplices repaired to the 
waggon conveying Darius, and urged hiIn to 
mount a horse, in order to save himself frOlll the 
enemy: but he refused, saying: " The ven.. 
" geance of the gods is at hand: I rely on the 
" good faith of Alexander. I ,vill not associate 
" ,vith parricides." This so incensed them, that 
they discharged their darts at him, and, having 
given him several wounds, abandon him. They 
also ,vounded the horses, to disable them from 
proceeding, and killed the two slaves that at
tended the king. 

36. flaving perpetrated this enormity, that 
they luight embarrass pursuit by scattering 
in various directions vestiges of flight, N abar
zanes turned toward Hyrcallia; ,vhile Bessus, 
accompanied by a fe\v horse, took the road to 
Bactra. Deserted by their leaders, the Barbarians 
dispersed as fear or hope directed. Only five 
hundred cavalry had formed in a body, still un
determined ,vhether to engage or to fly. 

Having ascertained the disorder of the ene
my, Alexander sent fonvard Nicanor, with part 
of the cavalry, to arrest their flight; and followed 
in person ,vith the remainder. Nearly three 
thousand of those ,vho attempted opposition, 
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,vere slain. The rest ,vere driven-like sheep un
hurt, the king having prohibited further slaugh
ter. N one of the prisoners could afford a clue 
to Darius. Each pursuer examined 'whatever 
he could overtake, ,vithout finding a trace of the 
,vaggon's course. Alexander nlovecl ,vith such 
rapidity, that scarcely three thousand horse kept 
up ,vith hinl. But those ,vho prosecuted the 
chase ,vith least celerity, fell in ,vith fugitives 
in n1asses. The captives--the fact is scarcely 
credible-exceeded those employed in taking 
them. Consternation had so dissipated their 
senses, that they could not perceive the slnall 
nU111her of the enemy, and that themselves were 
a cOlnparative multi tude. 

l\fean\vhile the horses ,vhich dre\v Darius, 
destitute of a driver, bolted out of the highway, 
and having ,vandered nearly four furlongs, stop
ped in a vale" faint as ,veIl from heat as frOl11 
their ,vound5. Contiguous was a spring, ,vhich 
some natives had shown to Polystratus, a l\face
donian, alnl0st perishing under thirst. \Vhile 
drinking out of his helmet, he observed the darts 
fixed in the bodies of the beasts, and \vondered 
that they should have been wounded rather than 
carried off. tIeal-ing a groan as frOt11 a lnan in 
lllortal agony, a hU1l1anC * curiosity proll1pted 

;r. SuppJemcntnm Frcinshemii. 
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him to examine ,vhat lay concealed in the 'vag~ 
gon: ren1~ving the covering of hides, he f~und 
Darius pierced ,vith multiplied ,vounds. Da.; 
rius, ,vho spoke Greek; thanked the gods, aftel" 
the infliction of so lllany ,veighty evils, that they 
had indulged him ,vith this alleviation: he should 
not expire. \vithout a human being nigh. Then 
addressing ,Polystratus: "Whoever 'thou'art-' 
" By the COllinon lot of men, fro~l which this 
" spectacle ,shows the greatest king~' are not 
" exempt, I conjure you to bear nly last coin-' 
" Iuand to Alexander. None of those calamities 
" which long since overtook nle, nor the man~ 
": .ner of Iny death, an ~nparallelled woe, presses 
" so heavily 011 me as this one: after that most 
" clemen t of conquerors ,has deserved 50 nluch 
" from nle and nline, I have been forced to live 
" as his enemy, and I die without making him 
" a return.' But if the last VO\VS of the unhappY' 
" can influence the gods, if the Deity more com-' 
" passionately listen to prayers poured out 'with 
" the vitai spirit,-Alexander will live 'in in
" violable safety, seated far above the contagion 
" of Iny lot and the envy of fortune: in the 
" country of Cyrus, his. shall be a more illus
" trious reign: Constant to his 'own virtues, he 
" ,vill permit nly'mother and children to live' 
" near him, ,vhich they shall deserve by theiI: 
" fidelity and obedience. But he will pm;sue to 

YOLo II. F 
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" speedy death the parricides, if not fronl sym
~, pathy ,vith an unfortunate enemy, at least 
" from detestation of an heinous crime, and 
" lest such unpunished enormities should cause 
" the murder of other sovereigns, and even of 
"himself." Thirst here choking his ,vords, 
Polystratus fetched him some water. Refreshed, 
he said:. " It adds to my misfortunes, that I 
" cannot repay thy kindness, but Alexander 
" ,viII repay thee, and may the gods re,vard 
"him." Then he stretched out his right-hand, 
and desired that Polystratus ,vould lay it in 
Alexander's, as a pledge of his sincere friendship. 
Pressing the hand of Polystratus, he expired., . 
Olgmp. cxii. s. 'Vhetller Alexander reached the 

A. C. 330. place ,vhile Darius yet breathed, is 
Alex. lEtat. 27. • 'V' .. h I I

Reg. 7. uncertaIn. . ltnesslng o'v ( ep. 0

rablya dispenser of imperial affluence had died, 
throug11 ingratitude and cruelty, in return for 
princely confidence and bounty, he dissolved in 
copious tears, and, taking off his nlantle, spread 
it over the corpse. He caused the body to be 
conveyed in state to Sisygambis, that it lllight 
be deposi ted, according to the Persian rites, 
among the tonlbs ~f Cyrus and his successors. 
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BOO K VI. 

ANTIPATERfg VICTORY IN ARCADIA. COURSE OF 
ALEXANDER THROUGH PARTHIA AND HYRCANIA. 
SrBJUGATION OF THE MARD{ANS. REVOLT OF 
THE ARIANS. CONSPIRACY OF PHILOTAS AND PAR
MENlO. 

• "'e 

C HAP-. I. 

Hostilities in Crete, Tllrace, and the Peloponnesus.' 
Battle between the Spartans and Macedonians. 
Death ifAgis. 

1. *DURING these proceedings in Asia, 
SOine commotions were feI t in Greece and Ma
cedon. Of Archidalnus, 'v ho had been slain on 
the very day of the battle of Chreronea, in an en .. 
gagement between the Lucanians and Tarentines, 
in ,vhich he fought as an ally of the latter, Agis 
the 801,1 then reigned over the Laceclrelnonians~ 

,. We nre again obliged to Freinshemius ~ f.'lr as this mark, § 
in p. 71. 

F2 
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He, emulous of Alexander's military fame, ex
horted his free subjects, 'Not to suffer Greece 
, to remain oppressed and enslaved under the 
'~Iacedonians. Unless they providently res
, cued her, the yoke ,vould be extended to their 
( own necks; and the struggle ought to be nlade 
( ,vhile the Persians retained ability to resist; 
, for, those subjugated, it \vould be fruitJess to 
, assei't their ancient liberty against the great 
, absorbing power.' Thus stimulated, they post
poned ,var only till an inviting opportunity, and 
the successes of Memnon induced thenl to act 
in concert \vith him. When the prosperously 
opening career of that able cOl11mander was sud
denly interrupted by his death, they betrayed no 
relaxation ofvigour. Agis, visiting Pharnabazus 
and Autophradates, obtained from them thirty 
talents and ten trirelnes; ,vhich, conveyed to 
his brother Agesilaus, enabled him to pass into 
Crete, ,vhere th,e inhabitants ,vere divided by 
attachment to Sparta 3:nd Macedon. N egocia
tors \vere also sent to Darius, soliciti.ng aug
nlented aid in l1l0ney and ships. The defeat of 
the Persians at Issus, which had intervened, so 
far fronl deranging, rather promoted these mea
Bures :-The consequent pursuit of Darius, drew' 
Alexander farther and farther from the scene of 
minor warfare :-Severed from the l?ersians by 
that battle, a lTIultitude of fugitive lnercenaries 

http:soliciti.ng
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returned into Greece, of ,vhom Agis enlisted 
'eight thousand ,vith the Persian Darics; and by 
this reinforcenlent retook the majority of the 
Cretan towns. 

Directly afterw"ards, that Memnon WhOlll 

Alexander sent into Thrace, irritated the Bar
barians into a revolt; and ,vhen ,Antipater'led 
an army from l\1acedon to suppress it, the Lace
dremonians seizing the opportunity, brought over 
to their cause the Peloponnesus, a fe\v cities ex
cepted. Having' embodied a force of twenty 
thousand foot and two thousand horse, they 
gave the chief cOlnmand to Agis. Antipater, 
apprised of these proceedings, accommodated 
the affairs of Thrace, returned with celerity into 
Greece, collected levies from the cities in friend
ship and alliance ,vith Alexander, and fo.rmed 
an armament which altogether an10unted to forty 
thousand men. There also repaired to his stan
dard a strong body from the Peloponnesus: 
but, with dissen1bled distrust, ' He thanked thenl 
, for their readiness to maintain Alexander's so
, vereignty against the Lacedrenl0nians, which 
(" he would report to the king, that they migh t 
, receiYe his acknowledglnents. At prisent, he 
, 'vas not in w'ant of reinforcements; they nlight, 
C therefore, return home, having fulfilled the 
, stipulations of their treaty.' Then he dis
patched messengers with an account of the con· 



70 QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book VI. 

vulsions in Greece, ,vhich did not ho,vever reach 
Alexander till he was at Bactra, and tilll\nti
pater ha~ terminated the crisis by his own. de~ 
cisjon. 

Alexander, ho,vever, ,vho had previous intel-
ligence of the Spartan movelnents, had Inade 
such provisions to counteract them, as could be 
arranged in a remote station. He had ordered 
Amphoterus, ,vith the Cyprian and Phrenician 
fleets, to the coast of the Peloponnesus,-and 
Menes, with three thousand talents, to attend at 
sea as near as he could approach Antipater, that 
he might supply him with tnoney as he should 
discover it to be necessary. For Alexander 'V~5 
'well a\vare, that the result of these di·sturbances 
might essentially affect all his plans: neverthe
less, when he had read the dispatch anno~lncing 
Antipater's victory, comparing the conflict with 
his o\vn achievements, he sarcastically exclaim
ed: "The battle of the mice!" Yet in the first 
stages of the ,val', the Lacedremonians were not 
unsuccessful. In an engagement with forces of 
Antipater's near Con-hagus, a Macedonian castle, 
they had the advantage: the reputation attend~ 
ing this action, attracted to their side such as 
had preserved a temporizing neutrality. Of the 
Elean and Achreall cities, Pellene alone rejected 
their alliance. In Arcadia, Megalopolis adhered 
to th~ Macedonians, out pf respect to the me.. 
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nl0ry of Philip, ,vho had done thenl good offices~ 
But pressed by a close siege, it must shortly 
have surrendered, had not Antipater arrived. 
He encal11ped alnl0st in contact ,vith the enemy, 
and perceiving his army to be superior both in 
amount and equipulent, he determined to bring 
on a battle as soon as possible: nor ,vere the 
Spartans reluctant to engage, for they considered 
that the streitness of the field ,vould exclude the 
enemy from deriving any advantage from his 
nUlllbers. They intrepidly began the attack: 
the lVlacedonians received theIll' ,vith deter
mination: ~lood flo,ved profusely. But after An. 
tipater had relieved repeatedly, by fresh troops; 
such parts of his line as were most distressed, 
the Lacedrel11onians, feeling the constant bnlnt, 
retired a few paces. Agis, as he observed this;
thre\v himself, with the royal regilnent, into § 
the centre of the hottest battle. Having slain 
the more firmly resisting, he drove before hinl a 
great division of the enemy. They ,vho had 
entered on victory, falling in ntl1nbers, fled till 
they had dra,vn their too eager purs1.1ers into the 
plain: but at the moment of arriving at a place 
,vhich penllitted thenl to rally) the rene\ved fight 
once 111ore' hung in balance. Anlong all the 
Spartans, the king towered in distinction, not 

§ Curtius. 
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by his arms and exterior lnerely, but by heroism 
'vhich has never been excelled. He w(!.s attacked 
(>n all side,S, both in clos~ fight and by missile's. 
lleceiving some darts on his shi~ld, and eluding 
others by agility, he long exerted his weapons 
~pon the enemy, till transfixed through both 
thighs with a spear, and having lost much blood, 
he sunk on the ground. Then his attendants 
pore hjnl on his shield hastily to the canlp. 

2. Yet the Spartq.ns djd not relinquish the 
~ontest: but recovering, as protnptly as they 
c~uld, ground more favourable to them than to 
the enemy, ,vith deepened ranks tney present 
~ datu to a flood of assal!lt. A r).1ory spirited 
~truggle there is not on record: two aqp~es be
~onging tp n~tioJ1s tll~ mo~t \varlike gave shocks 
in ~quip'oi~e. Th~ Spart~ns think of glory past; 
the Ma~edo~iaps glow ill d~fenc~ of living 
laurels: Those contend for l!berty; thes~ for 
~nlpire. The Spartans are pestitute of ~ lead~r; 
the lVIacedonians wan t ~pa~e to act. By the hl
cidents with which th~ day teeme~l, e~clting in 
both partie~ alterpate expe~tatio~ ~11~ apprehen
sion, fortune appeared ~9 l~ave l1q partialities 
~mong the equally brave. But tl~e narrow place 
~vould not admit all the forces: more nunlerous 
than the conlbatants, the spectators out of bo\y
shot, could only assist their conuades by el~
couraging acclaruations. 

http:Spartq.ns
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At length the Laconians drooping, and bath
ed in sweat, could scarcely hold their ,veapons : 
they stepped back,vards : then turned, and their 
flight ,vas undisguised. The victor chased them 
scattering, and having passed over the space 
,vhich they had defended, was advancing in 
pursuit of Agis himself. Agis, as he sa,v this, 
having desired his attendants to set him down, 
tried whether his lilnbs could obey the impulse 
of his courage: Feeling his inability to stand, 
}le planted hinlself on his knees, resumed his 
l1elmet and shield, shook his spear at the ene
my, and challenged them to con1e and take 
the spoils of a prostrate foe.' N one ,vas so dar
ing as to engage him hand to hand: tnany dis
charged darts at hinl, which he returned on the 
assailants, till a javelin ,vas lodged in his naked 
breast. The weapon is extracted: oppressed by 
stealing languors, he gently rests his head UpOIl 
his shield, and resigns his spirit with his blood. 

S. There fell of the Lacedremonians five thou
sand three hundred and sixty: the :Nlacedonians 
lost in slain three thousand: and fe,v returned 
to canlp without having received a ,vound. This 
victory humiliated the Spartans and their confe
derates, and repressed those ,vho had waited the 
event to declare themselves. ~ Antipater was 
not insensible that the inclinations of the con
gratulating d~d not coincide with their expres
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sions: but, anxious to terminate hostilities, he 
connived at their dissimulation. 

Although his success gave him satisfaction, 
he felt apprehensions of disgrace, because he had 
performed higher things than had been. custo.... 
mary for a lieutenant. And indeed it aftenvards 
proved, by \vords ,vhich escaped Alexander, that 
however desirous he might be to have his oppo
nents reduced, he \vas not pleased that Antipater 
had been the conqueror: regarding the honours 
,von by another, as a derogation frOln his own. 
With this presentiment, Antipater, ,vho ~ne,v 
his disposition, did not dare to arbitrate as a vic. 
tor, but convened the council of Greece. The 
Lacedremonians obtained leave from the council 
to send amba&saciors to Alexander, ,vho exc1uded 
fronl amnesty only the movers of the revolt. 
The Achreans and .iEtolians were sentenced to 
pay one hundred and twenty talents to the l\Jle
galopolitans, whose city the confederates liad 
besieged. This \vas the result of the ,val", \vhich 
flaming unexpectedly, was nevertheless extin ... 
guished before Alexander had gained the battle 
of Arbela. 
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CHAP. II. 

Ale.1'a1.2der sinks into voluptuousness. His gene1'ous 
hehaviour to the ~ti)ife qf' Hystaspes. O~rathres 

1"eceived into the hand if friends. A rum our, 
that Ale~1,'ander intends to return, agitates the 
camp. 

4. 	 ALEXANDER, ,vhose genius OI!Jmp. cxii. S. 
. . th .A. C, 330.4was more VIgorous In war an In 

JEtat. Alex. 21. 
peace, as soon as he obtained a re- Reg. 1. 

spite fronl lnilitary cares, devoted Imper.1. 

hinlself to voluptuousness.; and he 'VhOlU the 
anns of the Persians could Hot keep in check, 
,vas conquered by their ,~ices. Unseasonable 
banquets, 'vhol~ nights consulued in drinking 
and revelling', a retinue of concubines, declared 
liim to have fallen into all the obliquities of the 
BaI'bar~al1 manners. By an assiduous adoption 
of these, as though he preferred them to the 
custolns of his own country, he offended the 
eyes and understandings of his people, so that 
the majority of thenl contelnplated him as an 
enelny. On the 1\1acedonians, tenacious of their 
discipline, and accustomed to satisfy the appe
tites of nature with a telnperate and simple diet, 
his conduct tended to impose the strange and 
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pernICIOUS habits of the vanquished nations. 
Hence frequent conspiracies against him, and 
luutinies alnong th~ soldiers, ,vho ,vith asperity 
l"eCOUnted their COmnlOl1 grievances: these pro
duced in Alexander irritation and distrust, gra
tuitous fears, and evils of a shnilar kind, which 
,vin be related as they occurred. 

> Of these convivial excesses, carried on equal
ly in nocturnal darkness and the face of day, 
Alexander relieved the satiety by various inter
ludes. A tr~in of p~rforrners procured fronl 
Greece, ,vere insuffici~nt; and ,-various female 
captives received his commands to sing before 
him in the Persian Inanner; their unintelligible 
strains ,vere grating to their foreign auditors. 
Among these ,vomen, he observed one particu
larly dejected in ~er air, and reluctant to be intro
duced. Her form, transcendant, was dignified 
by modesty. Her down-cast eyes, and a veil as 
far as was permitted over her face, raised a sur
mise in the king, that she ,vas of too high dis~ 
tinction to be exposed at these entertainments. 
To his. inquiry, she replied, 'That she ,vas 
• grand-daughter of Ochus, not long ago king of 
t Persia; HER.father ,vas HIS son: she had been 
• luarried to Hystaspes, a kinsman of Darius, 
t and cOlnmander of a considerable army.' The 
king yet supported his manners on the ruins of 
his former virtue; venerating the adversity of 
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a princess, and a name so illustrious as Ochus,. 
he liberated her, restored her possessions, and 
instituted a search for her husband, that he Inight 
be conducted to her. 

The next day, he caused all the captives to 
be assembled in tIle palace: having ascertained 
everyone's rank, he separated ten. ,vho ,vere of 
royal descent. Alnong them ,vas Oxathres, 
Darius' brother, not more distinguished by his 
birth than by the temperatnent' of his soul. 
Alexander reinstated him in all the elninence of 
his former splelldour, and adlnitted hiln into. the 
band of friends. ' 

Oxydates, a Persian noble, 'Vh01ll Darius 
had doomed to capital punishment, Alexander 
discharged froln prison, and appointed him sa
trap of l\Jedia. . 

The treasures last taken amounted to t\venty
six thousand talents: of ,vhich, twelve thousand 
\.vere distributed as a donative to the soldiers; 
and an equal SUIll was embezzled by those ,vho 
had charge of it. 

5. Hence. he moved into Parthia, then an 
obscure nation: no\v, the most powerful of those 
,vhich lie beyond the Euphrates and Tigris, its 
dominions extend to the Red Sea. This fertile 
level ,vas anciently seized * by a colony of Scy-

III Scythian tribes, it would appear, have at two separate invasions 
6('ttJed in Partbia. The horde who first made an irruption into the 
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thians. The Scythians are still trollblesOlne' 
neighbours: they occupy divisions both of 
F.urope and ...J\sia: those who are seated above 
the [Cimmerian] Bosphorus belong to Asia. The 
European Scythians are diffused over a space 
reaching from the left of Thrace to the Borys. 
thenes, and froln that river to the Tanais. The 
Tanais flows between Europe and Asia: nor is 
it doubted that the Scythians, \vho founded the 
nation ofParthians, n1igrated, not f1:0111 the Asia
tic shore, of the Bosphonis, but out of Europe. 

At that time \vas subsisting the famous city 
Hecatompylos, \vhich had been founded by 
Greeks. - Here the king established his camp, 
dra\ving supplies fronl the surrounding country: 
Hence busy rU1nOtU', the bane of an idle army, 
asserted, without authority, ' That t1le king, sa
, tisfied ,vith \vhat he had achieved, designed to 
, return immediately to Macedon:' This was the 
more readily credited because he had ordered 
home some Grecian troopers ,vi th -(1 boon to each 
of six thousand denarii. At this false rlllnOUr, 
the 'end of lllilitary fatigues deelned to have 

country, gave the name to it, nccording to Justin; lib. 14: Parthi, 
in the Scythian language, signifies exiles. The time of that irruption, 
yery remote, is ullcertain. The second invasioll, we are informed 
by Strabo, lib. 11, took place under Arsaces, who conducted into 
Parthin: from the neighbourhood oftlle river Ochus, a body of Da/ul, 
bearing also the tribuary names of Parni nnd NOJnad.,es. 
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arrived, the soldiers fly like maniacs to their 
ten ts, and prepare their baggage: a spectatot 
Inight suppose them to be packing up by signal. 
Through the camp, all tumult, some hunt for 
their .tent-fellows; groups are loading ,vaggons. 
The situation of things is reported to Alexander. 
Alexander, who had detennined to explore India(. 
and the renlote confines of the East, heard it 
with proportionate alarm. He sumnloned the 
leading officers to his tent. "In the Inidst of 
" a glorious career," said he, \vhile tears of pas.. 
sion started, " I am checked, I am to be forced 
" back to Pella, rather foiled than victorious. 
-" Not that I am obstructed by cowardice in my 
" soldiers, but by tlle envious gods, who have 
" infused into the bravest men a fit of longing 
" to revisit their country, ,vhither they,vould 
" othenvise shortly have been led ,vith aug
" mented approbation and glory." Hereupon his 
generals tendered individually their services1 

each soliciting the most arduous charge. 'For 
, the cOlnpliance .of the nlen in tlle ranks, tlley 
, ,vould engage, \vere he to touch their nlinds 
, ,vith a soothing, clleering speech: they never 
, withdre\v dissatisfied or despondent, ,vhen they 
, had been permitted to drink the emanating 
, fire ofhis spirit.' Alexander desired the officers 
to prepare the men to listen. Having revolved 
the proper topics, lle thus addressed the assem
bled army. 

http:ellap.IL
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CHAP. III. 

Ale.vlt12der's speech, urging tile troops to proceed. 

6. "IT is not greatly surprising, soldiers! t11at 
" \vhen you review our multiplied achievetnents 
" you feel a desire for repose and a' satiety of 
"reno\vn. Not to Inentioll the Illyrians, the 
"Triballi, B~otia, Thrace, nor Sparta, the 
" l\chreans, the entire Peloponnesus*, all ~ubju
" gated either by ll1e in person, or by n1:y lieu
" tenants.-Look at the ,var ,vhich ,ve entered 
" upon at' the Hellespont: the Ionians and 
" lEolians are delivered frotn servitude to capri
" cious savages; Caria, and Lydia, an~ Phrygia, 
" Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, Pamphilia, Pi
" sidia, and Cilicia, Syria ,vith ~hrenicia, Ar-. 
" menia as ,yell as Persia, 1\led~a, an(~ ;I?arthia, 
" are in our po\ver: this 1?-asty su~nmary enu
" merates Inore pi'ovinces than others have taken 
" to\vns, and yet I am not positive that it eIn
" braces all. If, therefore, I could be satis!J.ed 

* This appears to allude to the victory over Agis. Curtius has 
indeed told us, that the messengers sent by Antipater did not over.~ 
take Alexander till he was at Baetra: but he at the same time 
states, that Alexander had information of the transactions in Greece. 
through other channels. 

http:satis!J.ed
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" of the finnness of our dominion over the 
" countries ,vhich \ve have so rapidly reduced, 
" I ,vould then, soldiers! even against your 
" w'ishes, strike back to my household gods, 
" my mother, my sisters, my people at home, 
" chiefly that I might there enjoy ,vith you; 
" the plaudits and celebrity ,vhich we have 
C' ,von; the affluent re\vards of all our victories; 
" the delightful society of Ollr children, ,vives;. 
" and parents; profound peace and repose, se~ 

" cure hold of all the territory ,vhich· onr valour 
" has grasped. But at present' our empire is 
" ne\v, and (to avo\v the truth) precarious ; the 
" Barbarians yet bear the yoke ,vith an uncon
" senting neck; time is necessary, soldiers! for 
" them to gro\v better affected, 'that their latent 
" irritation may lose itself in habits of subjec
"tion. The fruits of the earth are not mature, 
" till they have vegetated their appointed time; 
" thus even the kingdom of inanimate nature 
" is not establishedi nor .crowned with fruit, at 
"once. 1Vhat! do you imagine that so many 
." nations, accustomed to the governUlent and 
" title of another, differing from us in religion, 
" in 111anners, in language, are inspired with 
" allegiance the same day in ,vhich they are 
" conqt\ered? No, soldiers! your arms curb 
" them, ~ot their inclinations. Your presence 
" a\ves theln: your departure ,vouid trans-

VOL. IT. G 
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" fonn them into enelnies. We have to manage 
" animals of a nature not to be tall1ed but by 
" long confinement. I have been speaking as 
" though all that acknowledged Darius' sceptre 
" had sublni tted to our arms : but N abarzanes 
" occupies Hyrcania; the parricide Bessus not 
" only h01ds Bactriana, but assumes a menacing 
" attitude: the Sogdians, the Dahre, the ~Jas
" sagetre, the Sacre, the Indians, retain their 
"independence. A11 these, as ,ve retire, ,vill 
" pursue us: for they are of one falnily; ,ve are 
" strangers, born in another continent. A na
" tive sovereign is more cordially obeyed, though 
" he ,vere the more severe master. Either 'what 
" we have acquired must be relinquished, or all 
" beyond must be secured. As physicians guard 
" against the patien~'s relapse; so ,ve must ex
" pel whatever nlight subvert our dominion. 
" Sparks have caused conflagrations. No ene
" my is safely despised: he ,vhom you neglect, 
" is meanwhile gro,ving stronger. Darius did 
" not assume the royal tiara by hereditary right, 
" but through the influence of the eunuch Ba
" goas.= not more difficult ,vill it be for Bessus, 
" to seize the vacant throne. Surely, soldiers! 
" ,ve shall have acted crinlinally, if ,ve have 
" defeated Dariu~, that ,ve ll1ight transfer his 
" dominions to a slave, ,vho ,vas so insolently 
H 'vi~ked toward his nlaster, in the last stage of 
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" his distress, as to confine him in chains, ,vheri 
" ,ve, his conquerors, would have treated him 
" ,vith ch~n1ency; and at length, by a foul mul''' 
" del', robbed us of the glory of preserving him~ 
" Will you suffer this wretch td reign? ,vhom I 
" am impatient to see susp.ended on a cross; that, 
" by deserved sufferings, he Inay make satisfac~ 
" tion to all kings and people, ,yho cultivate 
" the good faith ,vhich he violated. But, 0 
" Hercules! just as we gain home, ,vhat if it 
" be announced, that Bessus is ,vasting the 
" Hellespont, or burning the Grecian cities! 
" ho\v acutely you will regret that the Bactrian 
" should have snatched a,vay all the re,vards of 
" your victories! Hastily anning, you,viIl fly 
" to recover them~ But is it not far better to 
H overw hehn hinl, Iio\y terror renders him al
H nlost insane? Four days' march temains-' 
" to us ,vho have trodden so many drifts of 
" sno,v, transcended so Inany rivers, climbed 
" so many Inountains. No usurping sea foams 
" over the road; no ,Cilician defile shuts the 
" passenger bet,Yeen ,valls of rock;' all is level, 
" or descent; we are halting at the porch of 
" victory, when only a fe\y fugitives and parri
ce cides slU'vive unreduced. It is an illustrious' 
" consummation; it ,yill be transmitted to pos:" 
" terity among your brightest achievelnents, 
" tllat, as Darius di~d, you forgot th~t he had 

G 2 
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" been an enemy, and pursued his murderers, 
" suffering no purpled traitor to elude your ven
,,' geance. This accomplished, ho,v increasingly 
" sincere ,vill be the submission of the Persians, 
" convinced that ,ve engage in pious wars, tender 
~' to their reputation, ,vhile ·we abhor Bessus!" 

C HAP. IV. 

Ale.vander enters Hyrcania. He gives Nabar~ 
zanes his parole q/"protection. 

7. THE tro.ops received this address ,vith the 
most cordial eagerness, shouting, " Lead us ,vhere 
" you think fit." The king did not let their 
animation e~pire.· Piercing through Parthia, 
lle on the third day touched the fr~ntiers of 
Hyrcania: Here he left Craterus, with that 01li
cer's own division, tIle corps of Amyntas, six 
hundred cavalry, and as many archers, to cover 
Parthia from the incursions of the .Barbarians. 

Alex~nder directed Erigyius to proceed with
tl1e baggage, under a small escort, through· the 
level country. 

He conducted in person the phalanx and 
cavalry, and having nlarched one hundred and· 
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fifty stadia, encanlped in a valley which leads 
into Hyrcania. 

A thick grove of very lofty trees affords a 
retreat frol11 the heat. ~he rich soil of the valley 
is nurtured by stremns from contiguous rocks. 
At the base of the heights, rises the river Zibetes, 
,vhich, after a course of three stadia, dashing 
back fronl intercepting' crags, dispenses its waters 
in hvo channels. The reunited torrent's fury 
is aggravated by the ruggedness of its stony 
bed: It suddenly ~nters the ground, and remains 
subterranean three hundred stadia: Enlerging as 
fronl a separate source, it occupies a channel more 
capacious than the fonner, expanding to the 
breadth of thirteen stadia: Afterw'ards, it once 
nlore labours bet,\reen confined banks, and falls 
into the river Rhidagus. The inhabitants af
finned, that -,vhatever is cast' into the cavern 
into ,vhich the river descends, reappears ,vith 
the river. Alexander therefore caused two bulls 
to be plunged in ,vhere the Zibetes buries itself; 
and those ,vho ,vere sent to ,vatch, sa,v theil~ 
bodies disc-harged by the resurgent stream. 

8. Al~xander had allowed his army to rest 
four ~lays, ,vhen he received froll1 Nabarzanes, a' 
conspirator ,vith Eessus, a letter to this effect: 
, That he had never been ininlical to Darius; 
, 011 the contrary, he had advised hinl to ~easures 
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, which he believed beneficial; and because he 
, had given faithful counsel, he had nearly re
, ceived death from the king's own hand. That 
, Darius meditated su('~ a breach of propriety 
, and la,v, as to C0111mit the guard of his person 
, to a foreign corps: rejecting his subjects as 
~ destitute of that loyalty which they had pre
, served inviolate toward their sovereigns, for two 
, hundred and thirty years. That finding his 
, situation perilously critical, he had been go
, verned by present en1ergency. That Darius 
t; assigned to the people no other excuse for 
, having killed Bagoas, than that Hagoas ,vas 
~ plotting against him. That to wretched mor
t; tals nothing is dearer than life; by love to ,vhich, 
~ he, Nabarzanes, had been driven to the last 
, expedient, consulting necessity rather than 
~ inclination. In circumstances of general cala
, mity, everyone is anxious for his own ,,,elfare. 
, "Vere Alexander to command his attendance, he 
, would obey \vithout fear; persuaded, that so 
, great a kjng ,v,ollld not break his proll1ise, as 
, the gods do not deceive each other. Should 
! not Alexander deem him "\vprthy of his royal 
, word, many foreign places \vere ready to afford 
~ him refuge; and that where a brave man ~hose 

t9 settle, tpat spot was his country.' 
1\le~ander did not hesitate to pledge his 
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faith in the Persian manner \ 'That if Nabar
, zanes caIne, he shoul~l not be hurt.' 

Alexander, not\vithstanding, proceeded,vith 
his anny in order of battle, sending fonvard 
scouts to explore. The light-anned formed the 
van; then advanced the phalanx; the baggage 
Inoved in the rear of the foot. .A ,varlike na
tion, in a country difficult of access, exercised 
the circulnspection of the king. 

The elongated vale extends to the Caspian. 
sea. Tw'o promontories shoot from the main
land like arms; the intervening coast, gently 
curved, forms a bay: altogether, not unlike 
the crescent moon. To the left, are the Cer
citre t, the ~Iosyni, and the Chalybes; on an ... 

.. The right hand i!\ given to the party surrendering, or to the 
herald or mediator, when the party is not personally present. 

t The departure from precision in the relntive position of these 

tribes, may be palliated by supposing, that Curtins, by Hyrcania, 
does not uniformly mean Hyrcania Proper, but occasionally that in
definab1e region, which, according to Ptolemy, included Margiana 
and old Parthia; and, according to Strabo, in the accounts of the 
.1\lacedonians, frequently expressed the Persian domiuions, embra
cing a large portion of the Caspian coast. Indeed all the 'previous 
is sufficient to prove, that Curtius knew that Mcdia was immediately 
to the left of Hyrcania Proper; ~nd that, with Armenia, it inter
vened hetween Hyrcania Proper and the places whose bearings are 
mentioned in the text. The Cere ita: were situated to the left of the 
Caspian, but distant from it, on the northern shore of the Euxi~e ; 
not far from these, the .ilfos!Jni occupied the extreme ridge~ of the 
Scydissis; the Clwl!Jbes [very anciently called Chn/.dtei, u di~'tinct 
race from the Chaldmans,] dwelt near Colchi~) on the southern 
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other point, are the Leucosyri, and the plains of 
the Amazons: those have a bearing nortlnvard ; 
these lie ,veshvard. 

9. The ,vater of the Caspian is less brackish 
than other sea-,vater: it cherishes serpents of 
a vast Inagnitude, and fish of a peculiar colour. 
Some call it the Caspian, and SOlne the Hyrca
nian, sea. There are persons of 9pinion, that 
the lake l\lreotis falls into ,it; they allege, as an· 
argunlent, the cOll1parative s,veetness of the 
Caspian, which they ascribe to infusions fr0111 
the lake. In a l1orth-\yilld, a s·well breaks over 
the low· beach, and converts a great extent of 
deluged country into a fen: 'Vhen the storm 
blo\ys fronl the contrary quarter, the sea, ,vith 
~qual itllpetuosity driven back to its bed, leaves 
t11e land to r~cover itself. Some have supposed 
that the floods do not come frOln the Caspian, 
but descend from India into the continuous. 
vale, ,vhich stretches between the sloping rid. 
ges of H yrcania. 

Hence the king advanced twenty stadia by 
a road scarcely. passable, comnlanded by a ,vood, 
and interrupted by torrents and inundations: 
but he pen~trated, unobstructed by the enelny. 

shore of the Euxine, and possessed Trapezus and Pharnacia, as their 
chief cities. The J;.eu~osyri held 'part of Cappadocia, near the river· 
Thermodon; the seat of the Amazons is more definitely mentione<l 
in the text, se?t. 13, infra~ ; , . 
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At length he enters a country, ,vhich, an1id a 
general abundance of provisions, produces great 
store of fruit, and possesses a rich soil, highly 
congenial to the grape. COIUITIOll here is a va
riety of the oak, ,vhose leaves during the night 
are thickly suffused with honey: but it can be 
collected only before sun-rise, for a slight tepi
dity causes it to evaporate. 

Thirty stadia further, Phrataphernes, and 
his adherents, who fiad fled after Darius' death, 
l11et the king, and, surrendering, "rere hand-. 
s0111ely received.· Alexander proceeded to the 
city Arv::e. I-Iere he ,vas joined by Craterus 
and Erigyius, bringing ,vith them Phrac1ates, 
satrap of the Tapurians. This chief, adll1itted 
also to fealty, ,vas an exall1ple influencing n1any 
to assay the king's clemency. Alexander re
established Phradates over the tribe of Tapuri
ans. l\ienapis, who in Ochus' reign had repaired 
to the court of Philip, he lloluinatecl satr~p of 
Hyrcania. 
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CHAP. V. 

Submission q[ Arlabazus, 'witlt a body if Greelis. 
Reduction if the lJlardians. Nabar.~alles sur.. 
1·enders. "iTisit from Tlzalestris, queen if the 
Amazons. 

]o. ALEXANDER had no\v entered the chief 
district of Hyrcania, ,vhen Artabazus, whose 
entire fidelity to Darius has adorned the narra
tive, met him, with Darius' relations, his o\vn 
children, and a body of armed Greeks. The 
king impulsively gave him his right hand. Ar
tabazus, \vhen an exile from the court of Ochus, 
had been entertained by Philip: but the marked 
friendshi p of Alexander had been chief}y ,von 
by his persevering constancy to his prince. To 
the king's cordial welcome he replied: " 1\llayst 
" thou reign in uninterrupted felicity .. l\ly full 
" satisfaction has but one alloy; Illy extrelne 
(C old age ,vill not permit TIle to enjoy thy 
" goodness long." He had entered his ninety
fifth year. Nine sons, all by the same nlother, 
accompanied him: these he presented to the 
king, ,vishing they might live so long as they 
could be serviceable to his nlaje~y. 

Alexander had perfornled the' greater part of 
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the nlareh on foot: but then he ordered horses 
to be brought for hilllself and Artabazus, lest, if 
he \valked, the old luan should be ashamed to 
ride. 

Afterwards, having encamped, he sunl1noned 
the Greeks \vho had followed Artabazus: but 
they ans\vered, 'That unless the plighted in
, violability conlprehended the Laced~mouians, 
, they should deliberate respecting the disposi
'tion of themselves.' These Laceda;monians 
\vere aInbassadors to Darius, and, on his oyer
thro\v, had recourse, for protection, to the 
Greeks in the Persian service. But Alexander, 
refusing a pledge or engagenlent, comulanded 
thenl all to COlne, and receive their lot froln 
him. Divided in opinion, they den1tured a con
siderable time: at length they pronlised to con1e. 
But Democrates, the Athenian, \vho had princi
pally obstructed the prosperity of ~lacedon, de... 
spairing of pardon, transfixed hinlself \vith a 
sword. The rest, as they had undertaken, sur
rendered. There \vere fifteen hundred soldiers, 
besides deputies froll1 various states to Darius. 
The nlilitary, distributed, recruited the anny: 
the rest ,vere sent hOlue, except the Lacedreulo
nians, ,vho ,vere comnlitted to custody. 

11. The lVlardians are a tribe on the borders 
of Hyrcania, of rugged ha )its, and accustonled 
to pillage. They, alone, neither sent ambassa
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dors, nor manifested an inclination to subnlit. 
The king ,vas incensed, that a single tribe 
should prevent him frOlD being esteemed invin': 
eible. Leaving his baggage under a guard, he 
advanced ,vith alight-arnled division; and march
ed all night: at dawn, the enemy w'ere descried. 
A tumultuous route ensued, rather than a battle. 
Dislodged frOln their eminences, the Barbarians 
fled; and the neighbouring villages, deserted, 
were entered by the Macedonians. The army, 
nevertheless, had a vexatious task to penetrate 
the interior of the country. The ridge of moun
tains is hedged in at the base by lofty woods, or 
barred up by impervious crags: and the inha
bitants, by singular fortifications, had obstruct
ed the entrances to the plain. They plant trees 
purposely thick: ,vhile their branches are ten... 
del', they bend them down\vards, twist them 
together, and insert them in the ground. Tak
ing root, the ne,v steIns vegetate luxuriantly; 
and the Barharians so interweave the young: 
shoots, that ,vhen they are clothed with foli
age, they cover the ground. These snares of 
net-'work, in a continued ll1aze of thicket, ob
structed the l\1acedonians. One renledy 'vas, 
to open an avenue ,vith the axe: but felling 
the trees ,vas an arduous labour; for the knotty 
trunks resisted the stroke, and the implicated 
boughs eluded it, like a suspended hoop, ,vhile· 
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the fury of the blow ,vas lost on a ,veak tendril. 
The natives, lneanwhile, accustomed to nestle 
through these coverts like beasts of prey, had' 
entered the ,vood, and, fronl latent stations, 
,vere galling the invaders ,vi th darts. 

12. Alexander, in the lnanner of a hunts
lnan, tracked these to their haunts, and killed 
the greater part. At length, he ordered his 
troops to surround the ,vood, and, if they dis
covered any opening, to rush in. IIaving 110 

local know ledge, the l\iacedonian parties ,van
dered lost: a company ,vas taken, ,vith the 
horse Bucephalus; ,vhich ,vas not prized by 
Alexander at a rate COl11lnOn to favourite char
gers; for Bucephalus 'would not suffer any other 
person to cross his back: ,vhen the king was 
stepping to mount,. he ,vould kneel to receive 
hitn, as conscious 'vho~ he carried. Alexander, 
transported unbecolningly ,vith rage and gi'ief, 
instituted a search for his horse; and, by an 
interpreter, signified to the Barbarians, that if 
they did not restore it, not one of theln should 
continue alive. Intinlidated by this menace, 
they restore the horse, accompanied with pre
sents. The king, 110t thus appeased, gave di
rections to have the ,voods cut down, and earth 
from the nl0ulltains piled upon the ,intricate 
covert. The terrace conspicuously rises: the 
Mardians, despairing of being able to defend 
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the country, surrender in a body. The king, 
having taken hostages fr0111 them, annexed 
theul to the jurisdiction of Phradates. Thence, 
on the fifth day, he returned to his caInp. Hav
jng conferred on Artabazus double the dignity 
,vhich he had supported under Darius, he dis· 
missed hinl to his hOtne. 

He proceeded to the city of Hyrcania, in 
which the Persian kings had a palace. Here 
N abarzanes nlet him~ and surrendered on parole, 
bringing hilll innnense presents: Al110ng theln, 
was Bagoas, an eunuch, in the flo,ver of youth; 
this lower than slave had been a favourite of 
Dari~s, and became a favourite of Alexander, 
who ,vas chiefly llloved by his depraving iuflu ... 
ence to pardon N abarzanes. 

13. The nation of Amazons, as above no ... 
ticed, bordered upon Hyrcania *. They inha
bited the plains of Thellliscyra, near the banks 
of the -Thennodon. Their queen, Thalestris, 
extended her sway over all the region between 
mount Caucasus and the river Phasis.· She un
dertook an excursion frOIll her kingdOlll, in... 
flamed with a desire to see Alexander: arrived 
in the vicini ty of his station, by nlesseng'ers she 
announced, 'That a queen was coming, impa
, tient to see and converse with him.' Invited 

~ S~e the note, ante, p. 87. 
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to approach, she commanded the others to halt, 
\vhile, accOlnpanied by three hundred female 
\varriors, she advanced., As she CaIne in view' 
of the king, she leaped fronl her horse, poising 
two j~velins in her right hand. The robe of the 
Alnazons exp<?ses the left side of the body as far 
as the chest; the lower drapery, gathered up 
in a knot, does not fall below the knee. The 
.l\.tnazons sear away the right breast, that they 
lnay ,vith increased freedonl draw the bo\\r, and 
launch the spear: but they preserve the left 
perfect, that they lnay suckle their female off
spring. Thalestris looked at the king 'with an 
undaunted countenance, perusing his person
no ,vise correspondent to the lnagnitude of his 
achievenlents; for the veneration of Barbarians 
is excited by a lllajestic exteriour, and they ex
pect such only to act greatly as nature has fa
voured \vith a transcendant figure. Interro
gated, "Whether she had any favour to de
" mand?" she did not scruple to avow, 'That 
, she made ·that visit to the king, in order to 
, beconle a lnother: she ,vas \vorthy to bear 
, hiln heirs. I f the child proved ,a female, sllC 
, ,vould retain it; if a InaIe, she \vould deliver 
, it to the father.' Alexander inquired, "If 
" she ,vas inclined to accompany him in his 
" ,vars?" She alleged, 'That her dominions 
'. \vere left ,vithout a regent." But repeated her 
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desire, entreating that she nlight not be suffered 
to depart disappointed. As the temperament of 
her passion \vas higher than the king's, he ,vas 
ohliged to suspend his progress a short interval: 
thirteen days he entertained her: after ,vhi.cl1, 
she departed for her kil1gdoll1, and he Inarched 
towards Parthia. 

C Ii A P. VI. 

Ale,1,'ancler ajjects, the Persian manners. Besslls 
assumes royalty. A le..rander, to restore disci
pline, fires his baggage. Satibarzanes revolts. 
Ale,l'anderforces all inaccessible 1'oclL :J. pardons 
the Artacranans:J· reinforced, advances into the 
country if the Drangce. 

14. I-IERE he unbridled his appetites; and 
nloderation and 'continence, illustrious qualities 
in the nlost elevated station, ,vere supplanted by 
IJride and voluptuousness. Renouncing, as be
neath his dignity, the nlanners of his country, 
the exemplary self-controul, and popular carriage 
of a ~lacedonian sovereign, he would sit throned 
in that despotislll of ponlp, by \vhich the Per
sian princes had ill enlulated the sublime 111ajesty 
of gods. He began to suffer' 11is courtiers to 
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pro.strate'themselves'; and, gradualiy to mould 
to servile offices, the conquerors of so many na
tions; at length, he required them to stoop to 
a level "\vith their captives. He assumed a tur... 
ban, such as Darius had worn,. of iniercolouted 
azure and ,vhite; and, then, the entire Persian 
costume, regardless of the omen, raised "upon a 
victor's adopting the dress and ensigns of the 
conquered. He affirmed, t11at he merely carried 
the spoils of the Persians: but he sashed him
self in their manners: and the proud gorgeous
ness ofhis exte"riour\vas associated ,vith insolence 
of heart. While he sealed letters dispatched to 
Europe, with his o'vn ring, he impressed" such as 
he circulated "in Asia \vith the signet of Darius. 
Thus it would appear, that one mind could not 
sustain the fortune of t,vo sovereigns. His 
friends, his general~, and his chief officers, not 
daring to refuse ,vhat they despised, \vere decked 
by hiln in Persian habits. The royal apartments 
,,,ere filled by three hundred and sixty concu
bines, the saIne number that ,Darius had; 'and 
by herds of "perverted eunuchs, w hose proper 
office in the palace ,vas comparatively honour
able. 

15. The veterans, ,vho had served under 
Philip, rude-accomplished-men, openly cell-, 
Bured these exotic excesses, and turned from the 
depraving contagion. The COlnmon sense of 

VOL. II~ 
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the camp spoke- aloud: 'More was lost by their 
c- victories, than had been gained. They were 
c' essentially conquered, enslaved to foreign man
'" ners. For so long an absence from home, their 
, reward ,vould be, to return in the guise of 
c captives. Shame was the suitable feeling, no,v 
c their leader, looking nlore like one of the sub
, jugated than a victor, froln the sovereign of 
, Macedon, was transformed into a satrap of 
, Darius.' 
-, Alexander, not insensible that he had dis
gusted the better part of his friends, and the 
troops generally, endeavoured to regain their 
affection by largesses and presents: but to the 
free, the hire for slavery is offensive. To pre
vent a sedition, it becanle necessary to tenninate 
the inactivity of the army; and an object of 
hostility seasonably offered. 

" Bessus has assumed the name of Arta
~' xerxes, with the mantle of royalty, and is as
" sembling the Scythians inhabiting the banks 
" of the Jaxartes." This intelligence ,vas con
veyed by Satibarzanes, whom Alexander had 
received to allegiance, and reinstated in the go ... 
vernmen t of Asia. 

Encumbered wi th 'a heavy train of spoils, 
and of machinery for luxury, the army moved 
-expedition ,vas impossible. The son of Philip 
causes his o,vn pTivate equipments and booty, 
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first, to be conducted to a central part; then, the· 
baggage of the army, reserving only things in
dispensable. N ow the freighted waggons stand 
r~nged on a spacious plain; all eyes ,vait the 
result. Alexander directed the tealns to be led 
a,vay; and, lighting his own piles with a brand, 
<lirected the rest to fire theirs. All reluctantly 
burnt effects ,vhich, in several instances, had 
been rescued from cities left in flames by the 
enemy: no one dared to mourn the price of his 
blood, .seeing ,vhat sumptuous treasures the king 
,vas devoting. Alexander, by a short address, 
dissipated their Inortification : as soldiers, better 
equipped, better prepared. to meet emergencies, 
they rejoiced, that by the sacrifice of their spoils, 
they had preserved their discipline. 

16. They strike toward Bactriana. Bereav
ed of Nicanor, parmenio's son, by sudden death, 
the army is filled ,vith mourning. The king, 
eminent in SOiTO\V, ,vas anxious to halt, that he 
might attend the funeral: but ,vant of provisions 
obliged him to hasten on. Philotas he therefore 
left, with t\VO thousand six hundred men, to 
perfornl the last duties to his brother, while he 
proceeded against Bessus. By letters from bor
dering satraps he learns, on the march, t11at 
Bessus is apptoaching him hostilely ,vith an 
army; and that Satibarzanes had revolted. 

Inte~t on Bess~s, yet deem~~lg it .advisablt: 
H~ 
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to crush Satibatzanes first, he took the light... 
armed foot and the cavalry, marched rapidly all 
night, and came unlooked-for upon him. Sati... 
barzanes, on news of his arrival, ,vith two thOl~'" 
sand horse, all that he could suddenly assenible, 
fled to Bactra. The other Arians gained the 
contiguous lofty ridges. There stood a rock, 
rising a precipice up from the East,: but its 
western side. sloped with tenlperate acclivity, 
and" covered with trees, was ,vatered by an un.. 
failing fountain,. which rilled copiously. The 
mountain', two and thirty stadia in circumfer
ence, has, at the summit, a ,verdant level. On 
this refuge, the Barbarians lodged an,unarnled 
Dlultitude; fortifying it, ,vherever the crags 
failed, ,vith trunks of trees and blocks of stone. 
Their army amounted to thirteen thousand. 

17. CommItting the siege of these to Crate..! 
rus, Alexander revived the strenuous pursuit of 
Satibarzanes: but ascertaining that the fugitive 
,vas too distant to be overtaken, he turned back 
to reduce those who were posted on the tower ... 
ing peaks. >, ' 

[At his arrival, he ·detached Craterus to be
siege Artacrana,- the capital of Aria.] 

He directed llis men to begin the approaches 
to the rock, by clearin~,vhatever [,voody ground] 
they could enter -,- Turned, successively, by 
impassable c~ags and steeps~ they found nature 
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~pposed to their fruitless labour. It ,vas dis ... 
tressing so to proceed, and perilous to retire. 
Alexander, who had a genius to combat diffi... 
culties, revolved various projects, till fortune 
,vas subservient to him, in a point over which 
study had no power: a strong ,vind rose from 
the West. As .the soldiers had cut down much 
timber, \vhich a torrid §un had dried, he caused 
the trees to he heaped in a mass, till they equal
led in height the mountain; the pile, then, fired 
on every side, ,vas involved in one vast blaze. 
The gale blow~ the flames into the enemies' faces, 
,vhile the groves ring with the crackling roar, and 
a cloud of slnoke obscures the skies. The flames 
catch the trees gr.owing n.earest. The Barba
rians fled from the fiercest of torments to such 
parts of the ,vood as the fire had .not invaded: 
but where the combustient element left an avenue 
to shelter, the enemy intercepted them. Their 
deaths varied in shocking forms ~ some plunged 
into the luidst of the £lanles; others precipitated 
themselves on the shelving rocks; others trusted 
to the fury of the soldiers. A fe\v, severely 
scorched, ,vere taken prisoners. 

18. Alexander no\v. rejoined Craterus, who 
:was besieging Artacrana. That cOlnmander had 
prepared every thing against the king's arrival, 
pecorously reserving hitn the complhnent of 
taking the city.. Al~xander orders the battering 
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turrets to advance. The enemy, in consternation 
at the sight of. these engines, extended their 
clasped hands over the walls; entreating the 
king to turn his anger on Satibarzanes, the author 
of the revolt, and to spare them, now slurender
ing and suppliant. Declaring an amnesty, he 
not only raised the siege, but restored all the 
l)roperty of the inhabitants. 

Moving hence, he ,vas met by a reinforce
ment of fresh troops. Zoilus.had led from Greece 
five hundred horse; Antipater had sent three 
thousand foot from Illyria; from Lydia, had come 
two thousand six hundred foot and three hun
dred horse. Accompanying these recruits, ,vere 
one hundred and thirty Thessalian horse, \vho 
had remained \vith Philip. 

Alexander now entered the country of the 
Drangre, a w-arlike nation. Their satrap, Bar
zaentes, an accomplice of Bessus, to avoid the 
punishment due to his treason, had fled to India. 

CHAP. VII. 

Iriformation of a conspiracy against Ale:l:allder 
suppressed by P hilotas. 

19. HERE the army remained encamped nine 
days.- The king, when not- only invincible by 
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a foreign force, but in, conscious security, was 
assailed by domestic treason. 

Among the lo,vest in estimation or favour 
at court, ,vas Dymnus. Infected withatrocious 
degeneracy, he ,vas subdued by dotage on a 
Cinredopolite nalned Nicomachus. Having re
tired into a temple, ,vhere no one ,vas nigh to 
overhear, with an aghast expression of counte
nance, he prepared the ,vretched youth to be a 
confidant of ilnportant secrets;' conjuring him 
by their mutual obligations, and requiring him 
by the engagement of an oath, inviolably to keep 
the comn1unication which he was going to con'!' 
fide. Nicomachus, not expecting that any thing 
would be imparted, which it would be his duty, 

.. at the expense ofperjury, to make known, swore, 
l)y the gods there present, that he would never 
Inake it known. Dyn1nus then disclosed to 
him a conspiracy against the king, intended to 
be carried into execution in three days; adding, 
that lle himself~ and several brave and distin
guished lnell, ,vere concerned in it. As soon as 
this ,vas uttered, Nicomachus, starting, exclaim .. 
ed, 'That he had not plighted his faith to be a 
, party in the plot, and that no sanction could 

oblige hiIn to conceal treason.' Dymnus, dis ... 
tracted by abominable infatuation and dread of 
punishlllent, seized the Cinredopolite's hand, and, 
with grotesque tears, pressed him, 'To combine 

I 
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, in the enterprize.' If he shrunk from that un
qertaking, he entreated, '1hat he would not 
f betray hinl, of whose regard he had received, 
~ a~opg others, this strong proof, that he l1ad 
, committed his life to his discretion, before he 
(. ~~~ ascertain~d hi~ fidelity.' 

N.ico~achus persisted in abjuring the design. 
Dymnu,s menaced him 'with death: 'The con
, spirators ,vould begin the glorious 'work by 
, striking .off his head :'-then he called him 
~, Effeminate coward;" "Betrayer ofhis friend;" 
-,then strove to sap his repug-nancc, by pr~
mises, swelljng to the offer of a kingdom; 
,~hen pflssed the blad~ of his sword alternately 
to the other's thro~t, and to his o~n. Threats 
and entreati~s at length ext~rted a promise frQJU 
Nicom~chus, ~ Not only to conceai, but to take 
, a part in the plot.' This, ho,vever, adhered to 
l1is first intention, ,vith firm11-ess ~vorthy of a 
better man. ' 

He feigned himself so concerned for th~ in
terest of Dym~us, that he could refuse him 
nothing. He then inquired, ' "Vho ,vere the 
~ parties to th~ conspiracy, chiefly as it respected 
, ,vhat kind of men they ,vere 'v~o had engaged 

in so importan t an affair.' 
Dymnus th~nked him for hitnself, and con

gratulated him, ' That he had not. been afraid to 
f ~s~ociate hi~self ,vith some of the bravest 

4 
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, young men" Demetrius, of the bo~y-guard, 
, and Peucolaus, and Nicanor.' To these, he 
added Alphrebetus, Loceus, Dioxenus, Arche .. 
polis, and Amyntas. 

QO. Dismissed after this speech, Nicomachus 
repaired to his brother Cebalinus, and rehearsed. 
,vhat had be~n i~parted to hiIn. It ,vas agreed 
that Nic01nachus should lell1ain in nis tent, lest 
if he should. be seen in the palace, not being 
accustomed to wait on the king, the, conspirato.rs 
should conclude that they were betrayed. 

Cebalinus, not permitted to proceed ~eyond 
the palace' porch, ,vaited for sonle individual 
belonging to the first band of friends, by,vhom 
he might be introduced to the presence. It 
happened, th~t Philotas, Parn1enio's son, came 
out l~st from the king. Cebalinus, with strong 
symptoms of emotion in voice "and countenance, 
.stated what he had learned from his brother, and 
required hinl to apprise the king of it without 
delay. Philotas conlmended his fidelity, and 
returned to Alexander, with WhOlll he conversed 
on several subjects, but In~ntioned nothing of the 
,infornlation of Cebalinus.' Toward evening, 
the young man intercepted Philotas descending 
from the .portico, and inquired, ,vhether the 
.royal command for him ,vas not cOIning out? 
,Philotas alleged, that the king had not then 
leisure to hear him. Cebalinus attending the 

1 
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next day, as Philotas was going in, reminded 
him of t1le affair, who answered, that he ,vould 
take care of it. Nor then, however, did he dis
close what he had heard to the king. 

Cebalinus began to distrust him; and deem
ing it fruitless to trouble him further, opened 
the conspiracy to Metron, a young nobleman, 
master of the armoury. Metron secluded Ceba
linus in the armoury-chamber, repaired to the 
king, who happened to be bat1~ing, and announ
ced what the informant had disclosed. 

21. Alexander, having dispatched guards to 
seize Dylnnus, came into the armoury. Ceba
linus, transported with joy, exclainled: "I be
" hold my sovereign titllely snatched frolli the 
" hands of impious assassins!" Alexander in
quired into all the circumstances known to 
Cebalinus, and minuted the information. He 
then asked, ' How long it had been received from 
, Niconlachus?' ,\Vhen Cebalinus replied, " Three 
" qays,"-the king, concluding that some dis
loyal motive had occasioned the delay, ordered 
him to be put in irons. The irifornlant declared 
loudly, ' That the moment he heard it, he ran 
4 to convey it to Philotas, who could attest that 
I fact.' The ki~lg reexamined him, 'Had he 
C been to Philotas; had he pressed for admission 
I to an audience?' Cebalinus persisted to affirm 
that he had. Alexander lifting his hands to,vard 
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heaven, ,vith tears, arraigned the ingratitude of 
a man honoured ,vith the first place in his friend
ship. · 

Meanwhile, Dymnus, conscious why he \vas 
sunlmoned to the royal presence, ,vounded him
self deeply ,vith a sword: the guards stopped 
hiln from killing himself, and brought him to 
the palace. The king turned on hinl a search
ing eye, " "\Vhat ill, Dyml1us, didst thou imagine 
" I desiglied thee, that Philotas should seem to 
" thee more 'worthy of the kingdom of lVI.acedon 
" than myself?" Dymnus' voice failed, he gave 
a groan, turned his face froul the look of the 
king, and fell lifeless. 

22. Philotas is cOlnmanded to attend. ". ee
" balinus, ,vho had deserved supreme punish
~'lnent, had he suppressed during two days 
" infornlation of a conspiracy against D1Y life, 
" transfers that crime to Philota5, to ,vhom, he 
" ailirms, he comlnuuicated it instantly. The 
" easier access which, as a friend, you had to me, 
" aggravates the guilt of keeping it back; and 
" I nllIst declare, that such concealment had been 
" less inexcusable in Cebalinus than Philotas. 
" You have an indulgent judge, if that which 
" should not have occurred can be extenua
"ted." Philotas, ,vithout any trace of fear 
in his countenance, thus replied: "Cebalinus, 
" it is true, reported to ll1e the allegation of a 
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~' miserable Cinred9polite: but the meanness of 
'" the author made me discrerlit it. I, in fact, . . . 

" considered, tha't I should expose myself to 
f' der~sion, by rehearsing an absurd story found
" ed on a disgusting quarrel. Since Dymnus 
" has killed hhnself, it strikes me in an altered 
4' light; and ho\v ilnprobable soever the account 
" seemed, it should not have been suppressed." 
Philotas, then embracing the king, entreated 
him to have regard rather to his past life, than 
to a single instance of blamable silence, ,vithout 
any criminal motive. I t is not easy to decide, 
~vhethcr the king believed this, or but embosoln
ed deeper anger. He gave Philotas his hand, 
as a pledge of rentored favour, telling him, 'That 
~ he looked upon him rather to have despised, 
, than to have kept back, the information.' 

C HAP. VIII. 


t:ipeeches in council against Philotas. Philotas is 
arrested. 

THE king, nevertheless, convened a council of 
his friend~, excluding Philotas. Nicomachus, 
~onducted in, detailed a disclosure agreeing with 
~hat which he had transmitted to the king. 
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23. CrateFlus" one of a fe,v in select favour 
,vith Alexander, envied the distinguished confi
dence enjoyed by Philotas. He ,vas not igno
rant, that the latter was ever filling the king's 
ear ,vith vaunting exaggerations' of his own 
bravery and services; ,vhich ,vas ascribed either 
to a design to depress others; or to gross arro
gance. Persuaded that a more available oppor
tunity to crush his rival conld not occur, mask
ing hatred of a brother officer under attachment 
to his prince: "Sire !"~ said he~ "I regret that 
" you did not call us to deliberate on the first 
" intelligence of this affair. Our advice had 
" been; If it be your will to pardon P hilotas, 
" -keep him ignorant how much he is indebted ia 

" you; and do not, by bringing him under appre~ 
f' Izensions of death, force him to meditate more 
" on his own danger, than on your goodness': For 
" he 'will always have the power if' conspiring' 
" against YOlt: you cannot aZuJays connect oblivion 
" with pardon. Nor suppose, that a disposition' 
H to etnbark in such an enormity can be changed' 
" . hy torgiveness. He ,veIl knows, that those 
" ,vho have exhausted clemency, cannot hope' 
" for favour. Adlnitting that penitence or gra': 
" titude ll1ay allay HIS restless spirit: yet, his' 
"father Parmenio, who is at the head of so 
" po,verful an army, whose established ascend
(' ancy over YOUR soldiersl invests'hilll with little 
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" less than sovereignty, will not, with compla
" cency, stand indebted to you for his son's life. 
ce, Some kindnesses ,ve abhor: ashamed to con .. 
" fess that he has deserved death, a lnan ,vill 
" rather have it believed, that he has received 
" an injury than n1ercy. It follovvs, that you' 
" will have to contend ,vith THOSE TWO, for 
C.' your safety. Enemies enough, \ve are going 
" to encounter in the field. But secure your 
" person by removing domestic foes; and I do 
" not dread foreign violence." Thus Craterus. 

~4. The res t ,vere confident, 'That Philotas 
, ,vould not have stifled information of the 
, plot, unless he ,vere principal in it, or a party. 
, '\Vhat good and loyal man, belonging to the 
, band of friends, or even to the plebeian dass, 
, entrusted with such a disclosure, would not 
, have hastened ,vith it to the king? But the 
, example 'of Cebalinus, in promptly reporting 
" what he had discovered, ,vas not to be imitated 
, by Pannenio's son, Inaster of the horse, the 
, favoured confidant of the king. He pretend
, ed, tha~ the king ,vas only not at leisure to 
, hear the detail, lest the inform,ant should seek 
,~ to convey it by some other channel. Nico
, machus broke an oath taken in a temple, to 
, disburden his conscience: Philotas having 
, consumed hours in mirth and raillery, disdained 
~ to relieve his inex.haustible wit, by a few ,vords 
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, involving, the safety of his sovereign. Ha! 
, but he did not credit a disclosure from infor .. 
, mers of a juvenile age: Why keep them in sus
, pense for two days, dissenlbling ,vith them? 
, He should have dismissed Cebalinus, if he dis
, believed his narrative. If the hazard be his 
, own, every man may rely on his o,vn discretion: 
, but where the king's safety is affected, it is 
, our duty to be credulous, and to transmit the 
, slightest intitnation to the royal ear, to be 
, ,veighed by the royal judgment.' 

It was unanimously agreed, that Philotas 
should be forced by torture to expose his confe .. 
derates. Disnlissing, the king enjoined, all the 
council to secrecy. He gave public orders for 
the army to decamp the next "day, as though 
that had been the subject of deliberation. He 
invited Philotas to the last banquet of ,vhich 
he ,vas to partake, and had the heart not only 
to sup, but to converse familiarly ,vith the nlan 
,vhom he had condemned. 

At the second ,vatch, Hephrestion, Craterus, 
C~nos, and Erigyius, friends, ,vith Perdiccas 
and Leonnatus, lancehearers, and a few others, 
proceeded, ,vithout torches, to the palace, and 
ordered the king's gU3:rds to keep ,vatch armed. 
. 25. Soldiers are planted at all the avenues, 
and horsemen patrol the roads, lest anyone 
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should go off to Parmenio, commanding agreat 
army in l\fedia. 

Attaias no,v, ,vith three' hundred armed 
tnen, entered the palace; he had also the direc .. 
tion of ten pursuivants, to each of whom ,vas 
attached ten lancebearers,-These were dispersed 
to apprehend the other conspirators. Attaras, 
leading the three hundred to take Philotas, 'with 
fifty the most/active forced his door, while the 
r~st \vere stationed round the house to prevent 
llis escape. Philotas ,vas 'vrapt in" profound 
sleep, and, ,vhen Attaras seized him, ,vas uncon .. 
scious of the violence. Awakened, as they ,vere 
putting hilll in chains, he c'tied out: "The 
cc bitterness of my enemies, 0 king! has over
" conle thy goodness." They covered his head, 
and conveyed hilll to,.the palace. 

" The next day, the king summoned the l\{ace
donians to attend armed. Six thousand attend
ed *= ; a crowd of camp-followers filled up the 
palace-court. The lancebearers enclosed Philotas, 
that he might not be seen by the multitude, till 
the king had harangued the sold~ers. By an 
ancient custom, the l\facedonian army ,vas the 
tribunal to decide on cap{tal offences during 

• Possibly some management of the officers prevented a greater 
number from attending: the custom, dangerous for Alexander t6 
abolish, he would preTent from bein~ more than a form. 
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,vaT, and the common people in time of peace; 
so that the king's power, as a sovereign, was in
efficient, unless his influence previously prevail
ed. Therefore the body of Dylnnus ,vas first 
exhibited; the major part being ignorant what 
he had done, or under what circumstances he 
had been killed. 

C HAP. IX. 


Ale:rander addresses the army, and, retiring, lea~e$ 


Philotas to reply. 


26. THE king now appeared in the assembly, 
the anguish perceptible in his countenance, and 
the sorrowful air of his friends, excited expecta
tions of no small interest. He stood, as lost in 
astonishment, looking on the ground: At length 
recovering himself, he said: "I had nearly, 
" soldiers! been snatched from you by the ,vick
" edness of a small confederacy. By the pro
" vidence and mercy of the gods I am alive. 
" Your venerable presence 'renders Illy anger 
" hotter against the parricides: for the grand, 
" the only enjoyment of my life is, That, of so 
" many gallant men ,vho from me have deserved 
H_ so much, I possess means to requite the ser-

VOL. II. I 
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vices."---A burst of grief through the army 

interrupted his speech, ,vhile down every cheek 
rilled a tear.-He resumed:'" If this simple 
" opening raises. these emotions" how ,vill you 
" feel when I disclose the principal~ in the hor
,,' rible plot J I tremble to mention them: as 
" though they might be yet saved~ I spare their 
"names. I t is necessary, ho,vever, to overcome 
" my fo~er friendship for theln, and to unveil 
" a small knot of impious TIlen. Indeed, how 
" could I prevent their villany fronl becoming 
" manifest? Know, then, soldiers! that Par
" menio, in. his advanced age, loaded with my 
" father's favours, ,vith my favours, the oldest 
" of all our friends, is the leader in this criIninal 
" enterprize; and Philotas has been his ,instru
" ment to hire Peucolaus, DClnetrius, and Dym
"nus, whose corpse you behold, and other 
" Inadly-wicked men, to execute a design against 
" my life." 

A din of indignation, l~ingled ,vith sorro,v, 
ran through'the \vhole assembly. 

Then NicOlnachus, Metron, and Cebalinus, 
,vere produced, w:ho eac.h repeated their respec
tive informations. But by the evidence of no 
one of these, \vas Philota~ designated as a party 
to the conspiracy; so that, the indignation of 
the assenlhly subsiding, the depositions of the 
info'rmants are received \vith silence.-Appealing 
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to the soldiers; "In your jttdgmen t," exclailns 
the king, "what,motive could a man l1ave fOl' 
H keeping back information of this conspiracy? 
" That it ,vas not unfounded, Dynlnus' suicide 
"proves, Cebalinus brough,t it -at the risk of 
" torture, had it not proyed true. ~1etron did 
~' not delay a Inoment to deliver the deposit,. 
" but burst into the place \vhere I was bathing. 
" Philotas alone, unconcerned, believed nothing. 
" Serene hero! rIad his sovereign's danger af.., 
" fected him, would he have heard of it ,vith a 
" cOllntenance of ·apathy? ,vould he not have 
'( examined the person disclosing it? 'Vithout 
" doubt, a crinlinal de.sign lay couched under 
" this silence; and the greedy hope of a king-
" dom precipitated him into the darkest-enor-, 
"mity. r~is father governs the ~Iedian army; 
" and he himself, above most of my general-offi
" eel'S, preferred to a distinguished cOlnmand, 
" aspires to things exceeding his capacity. I-Ie 
" despises tne as destitute of off.~pring: Philotas 
" errs: you are my children, Illy parents, Iny 
" kindred: ,vhile )rou are safe, I have a family 
" and heirs." 

27. 'Alexander then read an intercepted letter 
of Parmenio, to his sons Nicanor and Philotas ~ 

certainly not express evidence of treasonable in
tention; for the tnaterial part of it was: 'First 
, ta":e care ifyourselves; then, if those under !Jou : 

I 2 
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C for so we may effect what we have designed.' 
" And," added Alexander, " he ,vrote thus, that 
" it might elude notice, if it ,vere intercepted 
" by those ,vho ,vere not in the secret, ,vhile it 
" was sufficiently intelligible,' if it reached his 
" S011S.- - But Dylnnus, when he specified the 
" other conspirators, did not l1ame Philotas! 
" This is, in fact, less a mark of his innocency, 
" than of his po,ver; because those who could 
" impeach, might stand so much in a\ve of him, 
" that while confessing their own guilt, they 
" concealed his *.-But the past lite of Philotas 
" declares him. When Amyntas, my kinsman, 
" formed a plot, against me in Macedon, this 
" ll1an ,vas privy to it, a party to it. This man 
" had affianced his sister to Attalus, than ,vhonl 
" I had not a more inveterate enemy. 'Vhen I 
" had writt~n to this man, ,vith the intiInacy 
" of friendship, mentioning the oracle vouch .. 
" safed to me by Jupiter Hammon, he had the 
" insolence to write back, ' That he cong'ratulated 
" me on being received into the,number qf' the gods, 
" although he pitied tllOse who lived under a prince 
" e.l'alted above the condition if man.' These, 
" soldiers! are sYlnptoms, that his affections 
" have been long alienated fronl me, and that 

• It would have been a better argument, to say, that all the su.. 
bordinate parties to the conspiracy, might not themselves know the 
mover. 
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" he envies my glory: But I suppressed resent
" ment as long as possible: It appeared like 
" rending part of n1y vitals to disgrace those 
" 011 whom I had heaped benefits. But no,v 
" they are not mere ,vords that require chastise
"ment. The revolt of the tongue is succeeded 
" by the preparation of daggers. Such instru
" ments, if I am to be credited, Philotas has 
" sharpened against me. If HE has harboured 
" treason, with w honl, soldiers! shall I asso
" ciate? to ,vhom entrust Illy life? I con.. 
" sti,tuted him general of my cavalry, the chosen 
" part of the army, and dignified him by a com .. 
" Inand over our noblest youth. To his fidelity 
" I committed my safety, lny hopes, and all the 
" fruits of victory. IIis father I have elevated 
" to greatness, alnl0st rivalling that to ,vhich 
" you have' raised myself: investing him ,vith 
" 'dominion over l\IIedia, than which there is not 
" a richer country, and with the comnland of 
" so Inany thousands of our countrymen and 
"allies. Fron) that on which I relied, has 
" arisen my danger. How much nobler to have 
" fallen in the field, a prey to the ene~y, than 
" to die the victim of a fel1o,v-citizen! Perils 
" to which only I was awake I have escaped; 
" involved in those which I ought not to have 
cc expected. Y ~u have repeatedly exhorted 
" me, sol~iers! to ,consult my safety: It is in 
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" your po\vers to secure it. \Vhatever you ad
" vise, I shall do. To your s,vords I appeal. I 
f' would not be safe unless you \vill it: if you 
H "rill it, I cannot be safe, unless I am avenged." 

gs. By order, Phi10tas \vas then brought 
forth, \vith his hands pinioned at his back, and 
an old veil over his face. The soldiers \vere 
perceptibly tuoved at his deplorable appearance, 
though they had recently beheld him \vith envy. 
The preceding day, they had seen him general 
of the horse, and they kne\v that he had supped 
\vith the king ~ suddenly he is exposed to view, 
impeach~d, condenlned, and degraded \vith fet
ters. They sympathized \vith th~ adversities of 
so masterly a genera), so illustrious a ci tizen as 
Parmenio, ,vho had lately been bereaved of two 
sons, Hector and Nicanor, and ,vas no\v, under 
the disadvantage of absence, arraigned, \vith his 
l~emaining son, on a charge affecting life. 

Amyntas, tuarshal of the king's tent, seeing 
the multitude inclined to pity, stimulated thenl 
by an inflammatory sally: 'They \vere betrayed 
, to the Barbarians. Not one' of them ,vould 
, return to his \vife: not one reach his country" 
, or his friends. They ,vould be as a headless 
, trunk, ,vithout Illotion, ,vithout name, the 
, sport of their enemies in a strange country.' 
Far from what Aluyntas proposed, this speech 
was unacceptable. to· ...Alexander;· because, by 
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reminding the troops of their ,vives and native 
land, it might indispose thelu to proceed with 
their -leader. Then Crenos, although he had 
nlarried Philotas' sister, inveighed against him 
more acrinl0niously than anyone, tefluing him 
" parricide of the king,'" country, and army." 
Having seized a 'weighty stone, he was going to 
discharge it at his head, designing, as the major 
part supposed, to ,vithdra,v him froln impending 
torture. But· the king, arresting his hand, de
clared, that the accused ought to have liberty to 
plead, nor otherwise 'would he suffer him to be 
judged. 

Philotas, sUlnmoned no,v to speak, 'vas, 
either from conscious guilt, or overwhelming 
danger, po~sessed ,vith ,vild stupefaction: un
able to lift up his eyes, or articulate a ,vord, he 
burst into tears, and swooned in the arms of the 
guard ,vho held hiln. Afterwards recovering, 
he ,viped away his tears \vith his veil, and seem
ed preparing to speak. The kiQg, turning to 
him, said: "The ~.facedonians are to be your 
"judges. I ask, ,vhether you intend to use 
" their native language?" Philotas answered: 
" Besides the ~Iacedonians, there are great Dum
H bers present, ,vho I believe ,vill understand 
" me nlore readily, if. I use the same language 
" in 'vhich yourself spoke *, for no other reason., 

• Gree~ probably. 
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" I apprehend, than that it ,vas more intelligi
" hIe to the majority." 'Mark,' cries the king, 
( ho\v Philotas rejects his country's dialect, dis
, dained only by himself. But let him adopt 
C ,vhat tongue he pleases, so you rernenlber that 
C he equally abhors our nlanners~and our speech/ 
And thus Alexander retired. 

CHAP. X. 

The difence of Philotas. 

29. PHILOTAS began: "Words readily occur 
" to the innocent: but it is difficult for the 
(~ 'vronged to speak in a temperate tone; I am 
" ignorant how to adapt my discourse to my 
" feelings and circumstances, to a pure con
" science and ~ l?tate of suffering. The best 
" judge of my case ~as ~vithdra\vn. Why he 
" refuses to l1eal~ me, I cannot divine, since a 
" consideration 'of ~ny plea would l~ave him the 
" power as \vell to condernp. as t~ a~quit Ine : 
" as nothing of it \vill reach him, I ca~not be 
" cleared by him absent, who ~o~d~~n~~ ~le 
" \vhile present. 

" But although the defence of a man already 
" in chains, not merely superfluous, is in danger 
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" of being offensive, as tending to crinlinate'the 
h magistrate \vho has punished him,-Yet as far 
" as I am allowed to speak, I shall not desert 
" nly own cause, nor act like a Ulan convicted 
" in his own breast. I do not perceive for what 
" crime I am arraigned. Noone includes Iny 
" name among the conspirators: Nicomachus 
" mentions nothing of Iue; nor, nlore than he 
" had heard, could Cebalinus kno,v. The king, 
" not,vithstanding, believes me to be the leader 
" in the plot! Could Dymnus forget the chief 
" by whom he ,vas directed; especially when 
" asked of \vhat class the confederates ,vere? 
" He ,vas nl0re likely to have elnployed lny 
" name, falsely, to stimulate an irresolute indivi
"dual. Disclosing the treason, he ,vould not 
" omit my nalne ou t of tenderness to an aCCOlU
" plice: but while entrusting secrets affecting 
cc himself to Nicomachus, under an oath to si
" lence, he lTIUsters up the others, and \vith
" holds me. I demand, fello\v soldiers ! whether, 
" if Cebalinus had not accidentally addressed 
" me, any thing ,vould have been heard of ME 

" aluong the conspirators; whether I should 
" have had to day, to plead, uninlpeached? 'Vere 
" Dymnus living and disposed to save Ine, ,vould 
" the rest skreen me? confess their own guilt, 
cc and conceal mine! Calanlity is malevolent, 
" and a tortured .criminal is conlmonly ,villing 
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" enough to implicate a con1rade. Of the nlany 
(( privy to my guilt, ,vill not one, on the rack, 
" confess the tru th? But, I aln persuaded, no .. 
f' body spares hiin that is to die; nor ,vill he 
" that is to die spare any <?ne. 

" To conle to the true, the only, charge 
~, against Ine: IVhy did you in ,silence pass over 
H this secret. i'!formation? 'why did you hear it 
H zi,ithout alarm? Whatever kind of offence this 
" be-\vhere are you; Alexander ?-you pardon
" ed it upon my confession, gave me your right 
" hand as a pledge of reconciliation, and after
" ,yards entertained me at a banquet. If you, 
" thus, expressed belief of my representation, 
" I am acquitted; if forgiveness of my error, 
" I anI discharged: At least, be constant to 
" your own intention. What have I perpetrat
H cd since I, last night, left your table? What 
" ne,vly discovered treason has caused this 
" change in your mind? I had ,sunk in confi
" dence to sleep; and my enemies awakened 
., me, reposing over unexpected ,voes, by the 
" clang of fetters. Could a parricide, ,vhose 
" plot ,vas betrayed, enjoy the balm of sleep? 
" The clamorous conscience of the ,vicked ,vill 
" not let them sleep; the furies toss them, 
" ,vhether they have perpetrated treason, or are 
" brooding it in thought.-l\1y security, Alex
" ander! rested, first, upon my innocence, and, 
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" next, upon your right-hand. I had no appre
" hension that- the cruelty of individuals could 
" s\vay you Inore than your o\vn clemency. 
" Not to repent that you credited my apology, 
" reflect that this affair \vas transnlitted to ll1e 
" by a youth, "rho had been able to bring no 
" \vitness, nor proof, to establish his private in
" fonnation: yet to have opened it, had filled 
" the pa1ace ,vith terrors and suspicions. 111
~, fated! I imagined that my ears had been abused 
" by a jarring between two viler than ,vretches. 
" I suspected, alternately, that Nicomachus had 
" fabricated the accusation, because, instead of 
" announcing it hinlse1f, he ,vhispered it by his 
" brother: or, that he nlight \vholly disown the 
" intervention of Cebalinus; in which case, 
" vital peril to seyeral of the king's friends, 
" \vould appear to have been created by me. 
" 'Vhile I strove not to injure anyone, I have 
" n1et \vith those who ,vould not regret to- see 
" nle perish. \Vhat rancorous, burnings had 
" I excited, had I stigmatized guiltless inclivi
" duals! 

" It is an argun1ent against nle, that DYIU
" nus c0111mitted suicide. Could I divine that 
" he \vould do so? Impossible! Thus the cir-' 
" cumstance which corroborates the i nforma
" :tion, is one which, \vhen I ,vas spoken to by 
" Cebalinus, could not impress Inc. 
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" In comlnon sense, ha~ I been concerned 
" in such a monlentous plot ,vith Dymnus, 
" should I have concealed fronl hinl for two 
" days, that \ve were discovered? I could with
" out difficulty have taken off Cebalinus. Be
" sides, after having been made the depositary 
" of a disclosure ,vhich entailed my o\vn ruin, 
" I entered the king's chamber alone, ,vearing 
" a sword: Why defer the murder? could I not 
" venture on villany ,vithout Dymnus? HE, 
" therefore, must have been the chief conspira ... 
4' tor: while Philotas, lurking under his ,ving, 
" aspired to the kingdom of ~Iacedon. 

" 'Vhich ofyou have I corrupted with bribes? 
~' 'Vhat cOlDlnander, or lieutenant, have I assi ... 
" duously courted? It is alleged against me, 
" that I despise the language, and the nlanners, 
H of the Macedonians: a singular method of 
" grasping at the crown! Intercourse with fo
ce feigners, ,ve kno,v, has rendered our vernacular 
" tongue almost obsolete; and the conquerors, 

>" as well as the conquered, have acquired a_ne\v 
" language. 

" As little does it blenlish me, that Alnyntas, 
u the son of Perdiccas, practised treasonably 
" against the king, at his accession. For a pre
" "ious friendship with AUlyntas, I am content 
" to suffer, if it be a crime to have loved Philip's 
"> nephew: But if it becomes us to pay honour 
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" to a man of such princely birth, I ask, tl1eli, 
" am I itnpeached because I had not the gift of 
" prophecy? Ought the innocent friends of par.. 
" ricides to be also cut off? If that be justicei 
" why have I lived so long? If injustice, why 
" doom me to death no\v? 

" But it is stated, That I e.rpressed, in a lette'r, 
" pity for such as should live under him who BE

" LIEVED himself Jupiter's son. O! the fidelity 
" of friendship! the dangerous freedonl ofhonest 
" communication ! You, Alexander! deceived 
" me; you urged me not to disguise my senti
"ments. I ,vrote thus, I confess, TO THE 

" KING; never thus OF the king: excited to 
" that, not by envy, but by friendly concern. 
" It seemed to me more \vorthy of Alexander, 
" tacitly to be satisfied of being Jupiter's son, 
" than to vaunt of it by proclamation. And 
" because the oracle is infallible, let Hammon 
" attest my plea. Let me remain in custody, 
" till the Egyptian Jupiter can be consulted re
" specting this mysterious, impenetrable treason. 
" Meanwhile, he ,vho has acknowleged a son 
" in our king, will not suffer any conspirator 
" against his offspring to relnain undetected.
" Or if you believe that the rack gives more 
'.' certain responses than the oracle, I do not 
" desire to be spared from so establishing the 
" truth. 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Roof: PI.126 

" Persons capitally' accused, usually place 
"before you their nearest relatives. Two 
" brothers dead, I have recently mourned. l\fy 
" father, far hence, I cannot produce; nor dare 
" invoke him, recollecting that he is charged 
" with the same high crime. It were too lllild 
" a calamity, to have been bereaved of so many 
" children, might he lean supported on his only' 
" remaining son: he must survive his last child 
,,' -unless his corse and mine be laid together' 
" on the pile. Must you, then, dearest father! 
" die for me, and ,vith me? I deprive you of 
" life; I crush you in your old age. "Vhy did 
" you beconle my parent, ,vhen the gods were, 
" adverse? 'Vas it to reap those fruits from me 
" ,vhich a\vait you? I cannot tell ,vhether nly 
" ripened spring or your decline is Inore unhap
"py. The executioner snatches Ine off in the 
" vigour of life: your spirit, nature ,vould soon 
" require, were fortune to forbear this violence. 

" The Inention of my father, inlpresses on' 
"me, ho,v tremblingly and deliberately it' 
." behoved me to ,veigh Cebalinus' ,vhispered' 
" tale, before I im parted it. For Parmenio, 
" infonned that the physician Philip had pre-' 
" pared to poison the king, dispatched a letter 
" to dissuade hinI fronl taking the medicine. 
" "Vas my father credited? llad }lis comluuni·' 
" cation any authority? Ho,v repeatedly, when 
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" I represented w'hat I had heard, have I been 
" repulsed with ridicule I Now, if we meet ,vith 
" scorn, ,vhen ,ve transmit a report, and incur 
" suspicion when ,ve silently pass it over; ,vhat 
" ought we to do ?"-- One of the surround
ing multitude cried out; , Not plot against those 
, who have deserved well of us.'-" Thou speak
",est rightly," rejoined Philotas, " whoever 
" thou art. If, therefore, I have co"¥pired, I 
" ,am content to suffer. I say no more, since 
" Il)Y last words appear to be ill received." The 
guards then conducted hilU a,vay.. 

C HAP. XI. 

Belon's invective. Philotas is tortured: Ilis con
fession. Those accused by Nicomachus arc. 

. stoned. 

so. AMONG the captains ,vas one Belon, 
brave, but ,vholly uncultivated; long in the 
service, he had risen from the ra~ks. Perceiving 
the assen1bly stand mute, he, ,vith the daring of 
insensibility, ferociou'sly began: "flow often 
" have ,ve been thrust out of our quarters, to 
" Inake room for the scum of Philotas' slaves! 
" The streets are filled ,vith his ,vaggons laden 
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" ,vith gold and silver. He ,viII not suffer any 
" of his fellow soldiers to lodge near his quar
" ters: but, by Inil1isters to his sleep planted 
" round, keeps them aloof, lest the repose of 
" that lady-officer should be disturbed by the 
" stillness, rather than sound, of men murmur .. 
" ing in conversation. The plain in manners 
" he calls, in derision, Sapient Phrygians
" Eloquent Paphlagonians : a Macedonian-born, 
" he does not blush to hear his own country
" ll1en by an interpreter. 

" Why ,vould he have Hammon consulted 
" he 'vho, 'vhen Jove pronounced Alexander 
" his son, charged the oracle wi th lying. HE, 
" forsooth, feared that ,vhat the gods had con
" ferred might excite envy. When he plotted 
" against the life of his sovereign and friend, 
" he did 'not consult Jove: now he ,vould in .. 
" quire of the oracle, that meanwhile his father, 
" the viceroy of ~Iedia, may be instructed, and, 
" ,vith the money in his custody, may dra,v des .. 
" perate men into their combination. We shall 
" ourselves send to the oracle, not to inquire 
" respecting that ,vhich ,ve kno,v fronl the king, 
" hut to thank the gods, and offer up vows for 
" the safety of the best of sovereigns." 

Then the ,vhole asselnbly becanle inflalned, 
the body-guards crying out: "It belongs to us 
" to tear the parricide in pieces." Philotas, 
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,vho \vas afraid of greater torments, heard this 
without uneasiness. 

Alexander, returning into the council of the 
army, adjourned it to the next day, either that 
rhilotas might be rack~d in prison,- or that all 
the circumstances might be otherwise penetrat-l 
edt Although night was approaching, the king 
convened his frie~ds. Most of them proposed, 
that Philotas should be stoned to death, accord
i,ng to the Macedonian custom t but Hephres
tion, Craterus, and Crenos, contended, that the 
truth ought to be \vrung from him tby torture; 
and the others came over to their opinion. 

SI. The· council dissolved, Hephrestion, Cra
terus~ and Crenos, rose together, to go and pres$ 
the question on Philotas. The king sent for 
Craterus, had a conversation with him, ofwhich 
the tenor is unkno\vn, and then retired to his 
closet, w'he~e in- solitude great part of the night, 
he waited the result of the inquisition. 

The executioners displayed before Philotas 
all the instrun1ents of cruelty. "Why do you 
" delay," he exclaimed ilnpulsively, " to kill the 
" king's.enemy and Inurderer, no,v confessing? 
~, 'Vhat need for torture? I contrived, I \villed 
" the mischie£". Crater~s required, that he 
should repeat th~t avo,val on the rack. Philo
tas, as they ,vere h~ling him, stripping him, and 
filleting his. ~yes, ap'pealed to remorseless ears, 

VQL. II. K 
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by the gods of his country, and the laws of na
tions. As though he ,vere condemned, made to 
suffer the last resources of excruciation, he is 
deplorably lacerated by his persecuting enemies, 
affecting zeal for the kin'g. Notwithstanding 
they employed, alternately, fire and the scourge, 
less for the purpose of examination than punish
ment, he forbore to utter either a cry or a groan. 
But, afterwards" his body s'welling ,vith ulcers, 
,vhile lashing whips furrowed him to the bone; 
unable to support the agony, he promised, 
, If the torments ,vere discontinued, to com
, municate what they should demand to know.' 
But he required them, ' To swear, by the safety 
, of Alexander, that they would no more apply 
f the torture; and to disnliss the executioners.' 
,\Vhen both',vere obtained, he said to Craterus : 
" Telllne ,vhat you ,vould have llle say." Cr~

terus, incensed at being Inocked, called back 
the execu tioners. Then Philotas requested
time till he should recover his spirits, ,vhen he 
,vould reveal all that he kne\v. 

32. lVlean,vhile, the superior officers of the 
cavalry, ,vho were chiefly near relatives of Par
menio, heard the circulating run1our, that Phi
Iotas ,vas on the rack. Of these-terrified be
cause the Macedonian la,v involved in punish
ment the kindred of conspirators against the 
monarch,-some committed suicide, some fled 
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to mountains and solitudes. An aghast tumult 
agitated the calnp, till the king proclaimed that 
he remitted the law, affecting the kindred' of 
traitors. 

Philotas ,vas impatient to liberate hiInself 
fronl torture, by a disclosure, or by a fabrication !' 
either may be supposed; because those ,vho' 
confess the truth, and those ,vho lie circumstan
tially, equally propose to escape from the hor-' 
rible machinery. 'You are not ignorant,' he 
said, ' ho,v intimate my father was ,vith Hege
, lochus, that Hegelochus who fell in battle. 

He was the source of all our ills. For ,vhen 
, the king began to require the salutation, SON 

, OF JOVE! this man, resenting it heinously, 
, deposited his sentiments with us: Then 'We 
, acknowlege this our sovereign, who disowns Philip 
, hisfather? J¥e are lost, ifwe submit to it. The 
, man who desires to be thought a deity, insult8 not 
, mankind merely, but the gods themselves. IfTe 

, have forfeited Alexander, we have f01feited our 
, Icing, by giving into a pride, intolerably odious to 
, the celestials whom lie affects to rival, and to 
, men 'whom he renounces. Have we spilt our 
, blood to deify him, who will disdain llS, 'who 'will 
, be shocked' to preside over a council rif mortals? 
, Believe me, if we are not lesa than men, we like

, wise may be adopted by the gods. JYho av.enge~ 
K2 
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, Ale.rander*, great-graniifather qf our Alexan
, der? who, Archelaus slain q[ter'tvards? who 
, took vengeance.for Perdiccas? Nay, has not our 
, divinity pardoned the homicides of his father? 
, This, Hegelochus uttered at supper. Next 
, morning, at day-break, my father required my 
, attendance t l\tfelancholy, he sa\v that I ,vas 
, deeply so, for we had heard things not to be 
, recollected \vithout anxiety. In order to kno\v 

;ff It is not easy to ascertain to which Alexander, or Archelau~, 
or Perdiccas, the passage applies. 

Alexander I. properly grellt-great-grandfather of Alexander the 
eonqueror of Persia, is not represented by any historian to have fallen' 
by domestic treason: no more is Perdiccas I. his predecessor, nor. 
Perdiccas II. his son, nor Perd'iccas III. his great-grandson, and uncle 
of the last Alexander. 

PERDICCAS, then, might have been some prince cut-off before be 
came to the crown. 

AncHELAuS, an illegitimate son of Perdiccas II. was killed at a 

chase by his favourite Craterus, according to Aristotle, [Polito lib. V. 

sect. 19.] with design. But the murderer, contrary'to the abominable 
argument above, was, a few days after ascending the throne, himself 
assassinated. 

But as ALEXANDER II. uncle of Alexander, conqueror of Persia, 
was, in the ascending series of kings, four' removes higher, some 
sciolist supposing him to be, therefore, his great-gr:mdfather, might 
intrude into the MS. proavum instead of patruum. Alexander II. 
ufter reigning a year, fell a victim to the treasonable practices of his 
queen and Ptolemy. 

But by thus bending the allusion to Alexander II. we exclude the 
Arcl.daus who had previously reigned. The second Archelaus, 
whom some historians admit during a turbulent interval, lived als9 
previously. 
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, ,vhether Hegelochus hac!' poured out the sug
, gestions of wine, or the purpose ofdeliberation, 
, ,ve sent for him. He came, and, of his own 
, inlpulse, repeated the same suggestions; adding, 
, That if we dared to act as leaders, he claimed 
, the ne.1,'t station to us; if our resolution failed, 
, he would shroud Ollr consultations in secrecy.' 
Parmenio deemed the enterprize" premature; 
" for, w"hile Darius ,vas living, not ,ve, but the 
"enemy, woul9- be ~enefitted by removing 
" Alexander: but ,vhen Darius should have 
" fallen, Asia, and all the East, must devolve as 
" a prize to those who should kill the king." 
, This modification ,vas ~pproved, and the parties 
, pledged thenlselves to mutual fidelity. Re
, specting Dymnus, I kno\v nothing. But after 
, the preceding confession, I am convinced 
, -that total innocence of his plot ,vill not avail 
, me.' 

33. They had again recourse to torture, 
themselves savagely striking his face and eyes 
,vith their lances, ,in order to extort a confession 
of this crime likewise. Required to disclose the 
train of the contrivance, he at length answered: 
" As it seemed probable, that the king would be 
" long detained at Dactra, I feared that Illy fa
" ther, seventy years of age, ,vho commands a 
" gr~at arnly, and had the custody of vast trea
" sures, nlight die meanwhile. Deprived of 
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~, such powerful aids, I should h~ve no object 
" in causing the king's death. I therefore has
H tened to effect it, ,vhile the reward for it ,vas 
," in my po,ver. If you do not believe that my 
" father ,vas unacquainted with this plot, I 
" shall not shrink from further tortures, though 
" too weak to bear them." Having, in a con
ference, agreed, that there had been a sufficient 
investigation, they returned to the king'. 

The next day, Philotas' confession 'vas, by 
order ofAlexander, publickly read; and Philotas, 
unable to ,valk, was carried into the asseulbly. 
lIe ackno,vleged the whole confession. 

Demetrius, impeached as a party (to the re
cent conspiracy, is now produced. With solenln 
protestations, delivered with steady boldne.ss and 
an undaunted countenance, he denied, that he 
had meditated any thing against the king, and 
he demanded the application to himself of tor
ture. The~ ?hilotas, rolling round his eyes, 
recognized a pe~'~op. nanled Calis standing near, 
anti desired hiIn to approach closer. As Calis, 
in confusion, refuse4 t9 ~nove towards hiIn, 
Philotas cried: "'Vill you ~uffer Demetrius to 
" lie, that I lll.ay be tortured aga~~ t Calis was 
speechless, and the retreating blood left hi~l1 
pale. 

The lVlacedonians began to suspect, that 
~hilotas implicated the innocent, because N~-

http:boldne.ss
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comachus had not, nor had Philotas, while on 
the rack, named the youth. 'Vhen, however, 
Calis found himself surrounded by the king's 
officers, he, confessed that both himself and 
Demetrius ,vere involved in the treason. lIere
upon all who had been nalned by NicOlnachus, 
w'ere, according to the lVlacedonian usage, at a 
given signal, stoned to death. 

Alexander here escaped a two-fold danger; 
that which had menaced his life, and the danger of 
making llimself odious to the troops; for unless 
the guilt of Phi Iotas and Parmenio, his leading 
friends, had been made apparent, he could not 
have condemned theIn, without incurring the 
indignation of the whole anny. The affair ap
peared under two aspects: while Philotas denied 
the fact, he ,vas looked upon to be persecuted 
inhumanly; after his confession, not from His 
friends even did he deserve pity. 





QUINTUS CURTIUS. 

BOOI( VII. 

CATASTROPHE OF PARMENIO. COURSE OF ALEXAN
DER FROM THE COUNTRY OF THE EVERGETlE TO 
THE FRONTIERS OF SCYTHIA, INCLUDING EXPEDI .. 
TIONS AGAINST REVOLTING PROVINCES • 

• 

C-HAP. I. 

AleJ,'andcr, the Lyncestean, killed. Accusation and 
defence of Am!Jntas. 

1. As Philotas, 'vhile the proofs of his crime 
,vere recent, ,vas deemed by the soldiers justly 
punished; so, ,vhen he had disappeared, the 
mingled feelings of envy and resentme'nt ,vere 
succeeded by pity. They no,v \vere' touched 
with his youth and distinction, and sympathized 
with the old age and filial bereavelnents of 4is 
father-\vho had been the first friend of Philip! 
,vho had opened the passage to Asia! whose 
fidelity had so proved itself to Alexander, that 
he \vould employ no other agent to remove At.. 
talus! ,vho had shared in all the dangers of the 
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king, uniformly leading one of the \vings of the 
anny! Such were the reflections which agitated 
the soldiers. The king heard the report of their 
seditious expressions, unlTIoved; sufficiently ex
pert to dissipate the vices of idleness by action. 
He directed that the army should asselnble be
fore his palace. Then, Apharias, doubtless by 
concerted instruction, demanded that Alexander 
Lyncestes, ,vho, long prior to Philotas, had de
signed to assassinate the king, might be brought 
to trial. -1 t was now the third year * of his im
prisonmen t, since he had been apprehended on 
the testil110ny of two informants. That he had 
been accessary to Pausanias' murder of Philip, 
,vas known: but having been the first to salute 
Alexander, "King!" the latter, from this cir
cumstance, and his defer~nce to the intercession 
of.A.ntipater, Lyncestes' father-in-la\v, had rather 
sllsp,ended his puuishlnent, than declared hinl 
exculpated. The resentment so long .dormant 
no\v revived, the present necessary conservative 
measures ,calling to remelnbrance past dangers. 

Lyncesl~esl therefore) conveyed from prison, 

• The arrest of I,yncestes [narrated, ante, b. ii. c. 11.] commenced 
about mid-winter, .olymp. cxi. 4. But the death of Darius bap
pened cxii. 3. in the Attic month Hecatombreon, answering to the 
modern July; since which event, the operations of Alexander must 
have consumed not less than three months. The confinement of 

Lyncestes, therefore, elceeded three years. 
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is commanded to deliver the defence which, 
during three years, he had been preparing. 'Vith 
faltering terror, he pronounced a fe,v studied 
senten.ces: at length, his faculties w'holly failed 
him. The auditors imputed his confusion, not 
to defect of melnory, but to the compullctions 
of conscience; and ,vllile he was struggling for 
recollection, those ,vho stood nearest pierced 
him through with their lances. 

2. His body removed, the king comlnanded 
that Arnylltas * and Simmias should be arraign
ed. Polernon, the youngest of the three bro
thers, had fled duriug the eXa1uination of Phi
Iotas by the torture. These had been Philotas' 
nl0st intimate friends, promoted, through his in
terest, to offices of dignity. A.1exander, begin
ning to denounce them to the assembly, tuen.. 
tioned the zeal with which Philotas had recom
ulended thenl to his favour: "Nor, that they 
" were privy to the late conspiracy, can I enter
" tain a doubt. I had indeed been warned, in a 
" letter, by U1Y 1110ther, not to risk D1y safety 
" ,vith these men :. but I ,vas averse from believ
" ing an unfavourable representation. On irre
" sistible proof, I have no\v consigned them ·to 
"chains. It is ascertained, that they had a 
" secret conference ,vi th Philotas on the day 

.. Amyntas, the son of Andromenes, a distinct person from the 
;Amyntas impeached by Nicomachus. 
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" before his treason was detected. One of the 
" brothers absconded while Philotas was under 
" torture, and, in flying, betrayed the motive. 
" Very recently, under colour of their office, 
" but contrary to established usage, they remov
e( ed my other attendants without cause, and 
" planted themselves at n1y elbow. Surprised 
H to see thelll ,vait out of their turn in such an 
" office; alarmed by their agitation; I prOlnptly 
" ,vithdrew to my lancebearers *. Add to this; 
" that when Antiphanes, clerk of the cavalry, 
(( required Amyntas, on the day before the dis
H covery of the plot, to supply ,vith SOlne of 
" his horses, snch persons as had lost theirs, he 
" received the haughty ans,ver, That if' he did 
" not desist; he should shortly know to whom he 
u was speaking. The intemperate and rash ex.. 
" pressions ,vhich burst from them respecting 
" their sovereign himself, can be evidence only 
" of a treasonable propensity. If these charges 
" are true, they deserve punishment no less than 
" Philotas; if false, let them disprove them." 

Antiphanes affirmed, that .l\..myntas had re .. 
fused hinl the horses, with arrogant andlnenacing 
,vords. 

• Among the Maceclonians, the most honourable military class, 
was the guards cif tIle presence, seven in number. The lancebearerB 
helel the next rank, among whom this AmYllt}js was enrolled, though 
a. commanding-officer. See b. iv. c. 13. sect. 52. 
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3. Anlyntas then availed himself of permis
sion to speak: "I request, that, if it do not 
" affect the king's right, I may plead unfetter .. 
"ed." Alexander immediately ordered both 
the brothers to be unbound. Amyntas then 
requested, that the ellsign of his office as a lance .. 
bearer might be restored to hinl. When this 
,vas granted, bearing it in his left hand, and 
relnoving to some distance from the place where 
Lyncestes had fallen,. he thus spoke: "Weare 
" compelled, sire! to confess, that if the lot 
" aw·aiting us be prosperous, to your generosity 
" ,ve shall be indebted for it; if adverse, we 
" must ascribe it to fortune. We do not plead, 
" prejudged. Our persons, at liberty, are distin
" guished by those tokens of authority, which 
" \ve bore when we attended you in our respec
" tive posts. Our freed tninds fear not for our 
" cause, nor longer distrust fortune. Permit 
" us to reply, at once, to your concluding accu
" sation: we,are not conscious of having spoken, 
" in any shape, disloyally of your Inajesty. I 
" ,vould say, that you had long ago overcome 
" malevolence, might you not possibly suspect, 
" that I aim, by compliments, now, to atone for 
" former disrespectful expressions. If, when 
" :weary and fainting on a march, or hazarding 
" our-lives in battle, or sick in our tents, or suf
", fering under ~wounds, any sore word has escap
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CC ed us; ,ve have deserved, bY' intrepid actions, 
" that it should be attributed to our condition 
" at the moment, and not to disaffection. In 
" supreme calamities,-,ve accuse every thing; 
" ,ve ,vound our own bodies, ,vhich ,ve certainly 
" do not hate; our parents, if they strike our 
" sight, are odious. After victory, ,vhen we are 
" distinguished by bounty, ,vhen we return laden 
~, ,vith spoils, who can bear our incontroulable 
" elation? Neither the anger nor the joy of 
" soldiers acknowleges bounds. We are extra
ct vagant in all our affections. 'Ve blame, 
" praise, Inelt, or storm, the sport of the exist
" ing iInpression. N o 'V, ,ve exultingly pene
H trate to India and the Ocean; now,ve elubrace 
" in our clinging thoughts, our wives, our chil
" dren, and our country. But these reflections, 
"these discourses cease, when the trunlpet 
" sounds to arms; then everyone flies to h~s 
" post; and ,vhatever irritation had accumulated 
" in our tents, is all discharged on the enelny. 
" 1Vould to God that Philotas also had confined 
" his delinquency to words! 

" I now revert to the ground on which we 
" ,vere a{raigned: our friendship with Philotas. 
" So far fro1n disowning his friendship, I avo\v 
" that ,ve cultivated it. Is it ,vonderful, sire! 
~, that ,ve respected the son of Parmenio, ,vhom 
" you had distinguished aluong your friends~ 
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" investing him ,vith dignity, inferior only to 
H your own? If your majesty will hear the 
" truth, it is you that has dra\vn us into this 
"disgrace. For who els~ was the cause, that 
" all w"ho sought your favour, courted Philotas? 
" If ·\ve are honoured with any rank in your 
" friendship, he introduced us to it. Honour
" ing him with intimacy, you made his favour 
" an object of ambition, and his displeasure of 
"dread. Have \ve not all s\vorn in your pre
" sence, to have the same enemies as you, and 
" that your friends shall be ours? vVe deen1ed 
" that this oath, dictated by yourself, forbade us 
" to slight the man ennobled by your esteem. 
" If this be a crime, then, sire! you have fe\v, 
" you have no, subjects that are innocent; for 
" all aspired to Philotas' friendship, although 
" the nlass was disappointed. Ifhis friends must 
" be conspirators, so must all those who \vould 
" have been his friends. 1Vhat forms the proof, 
" that we ,vere privy to his treasonable design? 
" I apprehend, our private conversation \vith 
" him the day previous to his arrest. This 
" would implicate us beyond exculpation, if we 
" had done son1ethil1g unusual: but as we, on.., 
" this obnoxious day, repeated only the practice 
H of every day, the constancy of the habit clears 
." us. 

" But-then-"we ,vould not give up our 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Boo'k VII.144 

" 110rses to Antiphanes! and our contention 
" happened, on the same attainted oay, ,vhile 
" Philotas ,vas yet undetected. If for this re
" fusal I am suspected, he who made the demand 
" 111USt be suspected also; the only difference 
" be~ween us is, that he c1ailned another's; and 
" I, with superior justice, kept my o,vn property. 
" Ho'wever, sire! of t~n horses belonging to 
" nle, Antiphanes had already transferred eight 
" to such, as had lost theirs: our remaining two 
" chargers, ,vhich he insolently required, had I 
" not retained, ,ve must have served on foot. I 
" cannot deny that the tone of my refusal ,vas 
" that of a lnan of spirit speaking to a poltroon, 
" ,vhose sole occupation in the army, is to dis'· 
" tribute to ,those who fight, other people's horses. 
" I deenl it unfortllnate, that ,vhile I apologize 
" to Alexander, I appear to do so to Anti
C( phanes. 

" But, 0 Hercules! your venerated mother 
" has denounced uS in her letters as vetIr ene.. 

r .
"nlies. I regret, that she does not exerc~s~ her 
" maternal solicitude more judiciously, 'toan-to 

,." infuse into her son's nlind chimerical suspi
"cions. Why does she not assign the cause of 
~, her terrors? nall1e her author, or particularize 
" ,vhat action or expression of ours "moved her 
" to perturb you with such letters? Unhappy 
.~' nly condition! equal, perhaps, my peril, whe
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" ther I speak or am silent. But let ,vhat ,vill 
(' result, I had rather displease you by my de.. 
" fence, than leave my cause under imputation. 
" y~ou will recollect, that \vhen you detached 
c, Ine into Macedon, to collect recruits, you 
" stated, that there ,vere secluded in your mo
" ther's palace, luany youths of an age to bear 
cc anns; and you instructed nle, w'ith attention 
" only to yourself" to impress those eluding the 
"levies. I executed your otders more com.. 
" pletely than consisted ,vith my private iute .. 
" rest; bringing thence Gorgias, Hecatreus, and 
" Gorgatas, .\vho have proved highly serviceable 
" in the field. What ,vere more unjust, than 
" that I, whom nlerited punishment awaited, if 
" I disobeyed, should no\v fall for having obey
" ed you? On no other account does your mo
" ther persecute us, than that \ve preferred your 
" benefit to her favour. I contlucted hither six 
" thousand foot and six hundred horse, many 
" of whom ,vould not have marched, had they 
" not been compelled. As queen Olympias is 
" indignant against us from this cause, it is 
" reasonable that she should be conciliated by 
" you who exposed us to her displeasure. " 

VOL. II. L 
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·C.lIAP. II. 

Amyntas and Ilis brothers discharged. Catlls
trophe ofP armenio. 4le,rander separatelg em
bodies the soldiers 'tv/w censure it. 

4. WHILE Alnyntas. ,vas pleading,-those 
who had pursued, having overtaken his brother 
Polelnon, br~ught him back bound. The assenl
bly, incensed, could hardly be restrained fronl 
the summary vengeance of stoning him, tIle 
death which custom assigned to traitors. Pole
mon, wholly unterrified, said, "For myself I 
" supplicate, that my fault in absconding Inay 
" not affect my brothers. If Illy defence be not 
" satisfactory, let conden1nation attach only to 
,I. myself. It assists their cause, that I am be
" lieved to be guilty only because I fled." At 
these words, all the auditors, favourably affect
ed, dissolved in tears, suddenly induced to sym
pathize \vith the act of ,veakness, ,vhich had 
chiefly.provok~d their fury. A youth just enter
l11g on the age of puberty, he had been carried 
by the contagious terror, ,vhich disturbed the 
cavalry, \vhile Phi Iotas was tortured. Deserted 
by his cOJ).lpanions, he was deliberating ,vhether 
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to return to the camp, ot to cbn~inue his fl~gl~t, 
,vhen his pursuers came up. 

In tears, now, he smote his forehead; dis
tressed not for himself, but for his two endan..: 
gered brothers. The king, with the assembly, 
,vas moved. Alnyhtas, alone implacable, looking 
at him sternly, said: "Fool! thou shouldst 
'I:, have 'vept, when thou \vert galloping away, 
" a deserter of thy brothers, an associate of re
"negades. ,Vretch! ,vhither and ,vhence ditIst 
" thou fly? Thou hast brought me under an 
" impeachment menacing my life; thou hast 
" caused me to reproach thee." Polemon ac
knowleged, 'That his offence was heavier as it 
, had affected his brothers, than as it could af
, feet himself.' 

5. The soldiers no longer restrained those 
tears and acclan;mtions, ,vhich express a burst of 
popular good-will. By a univer'sal voice, the king 
,vas entreated to release these brave and innocent 
nlen~ I-Iis friends also seized the opportunity 
to appeal to his hUlnanity. He C0111tnanded 
silence: "Of Iny free impulse, I acquit Ainyn
" tas and his brothers.--' And, young men! I 
" had rather that you, should forget this gene
" rous return, than remember your jeopardy. 
" Be as cordial, in resuming friendly relations, 
" as'I aID. I-Iad I not examined the charge, it 
" might have been ascribed to dissitnulation. 

L!2 
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" To you, it tnust be satisfactory to be cleared, 
~, instead of remaining suspected. Reflect that 
" no one can establish his innocence, unless he 
" be tried. And, you Amyntas! forgive your 
" brother, ,vhich I shall esteem as a pledge of 
" your sincere reconciliation to myself." 

The assembly dismissed, he summoned to his 
presence Polydamas, who was in the particular 
confidence of Parmenio, and accustOlned to fight 
at the veteran general's side~ Notwithstanding 
Polydamas had gone to the palace, relying on 
his innocence; yet on receiving a cOlnmand to 
produce his brothers, ,vho, on account' of their 
juvenile age, ,vere unknown to the king, 11is firnl
ness sunk ,vavering into solicitude, exercised ra
ther in iInagining possible inlputations, than in 
framingadefence. The lancebearers,no,v, brought 
in his brothers. The king comma~ded Polyda
mas, exanimate ,vith fear, to come close to hilll. 
Having dismissed all the retinue of the presence: 
" Polydamas!" he said, " ,ve are all invaded by 
" Parmenio's treason;, but myself and you espe-> 
':' ciallyare~ ,vhom he has deceived under the mask 
~, of friendship. I l1ave chosen to employ you to 
" s~ize and punish him-see ,vhat confidence I 
" have in your fidelity. While you are discharg .. 
" ing this trust, your brothers ,vill be deposited 
" ,vith me as hostages. Depart for ~1edia, and de
F' ~iver these letters, in my o'vn hand, to my sub .. 
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"governors. Your expedition nlust anticipate 
" the flight of rum our. ,I would have you arrive 
" in the night; and, next morning, attend to the 
" ,vritten instructions. You shall also carry let~ 
" ters to Parmenio; one from myself, and ana:. 
" ther as from Philotas, ,vhose seal I have: thus 
" the father, believing the letter to have come 
" from the son, ,vill have no apprehension at 
" your sudden appearance." 

6. Polydamas, disburdened of terror, volun
teered above ,vhat had been required; and Alex-. 
ander heaped upon him c0111mendations and pro
mises. Polydamas assullled an Arabian habit. 
Two Arabs, whose wives and children renlained 
,vith the king as pledges of the~r fidelity, ,vere 
assigned to accompany him. Ridi~g on dronle
daries on account of the arid deserts, they on the 
eleventh day reached the destined place. 

Here Polydamas took the l\Iacedonian dress; 
and, before his arrival could be announced, re
paired, at the' fourth \vatch, to the tent of ele.. 
ander, the king's provincial administrator. 'Vhen 
his dispatch had been delivered, they agreed to 
meet at day-break at Pannenio's qual~ters, for 
Polydamas had to deliver ot1ler letters fr01n the 
king. As they w'ere about to proceed thither, 
Parmenio heard of Poly damas' arrival. Over
joyed at the conling of his friend, and inlpatient 
to kno,v ho,v the king\vas engaged~ from ,vhom 

http:Clzap.IL
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he had received no epistle a long ~vhile, he sent 
to inquire after the .,velcome visitant. The 
palaces* of this country hav.e, at their rear, 
large grounds planted exquisitely with trees, 
,vhich the princes and satraps enjoy as paradises. 
Parmenio ,vas \valking in such a grove, surround
~d by the officers 'vho had recei ved the king's 
mandate to kill him. The tilne for the deed 
they had concerted:' ,vhen he should begin _ to 
read the letters to be delivered by Polydmnas. 

7. While approaching, recognised fronl a dis
tance, by Parmenio, whose featu~es played with 
sa~isfaction, Polydatnas ran to embrace hinl. 
After mutual greetings, he delivered the king's 
letter. While Parmenio 'was opening itt, he 
inquired, ,vhat the king .,vas doing? Polyda~l1as 
ans,vered, The letter \vould inform hinl. Par,,: 
menio, l1aving read the letter, said: "The king 
'f is preparing an expedition against the Aracho
"sians. Intrepid and ever active prince! But 
".having acquired so much glory, it is time 
" that he should spare hilnself." The other let· 
ter, ,vritten in Philotas' name, he then began to 

... ])ivel'soria, public caravanseras: but tlle cQntext shows that the 

~vOTd must be understood with a.latitude which will embrace private 

Dla~ions. 

t l1iterally, while he was breaking the band of the letter. It was 

customary with the ancients, in sealing letters, to carry a thread 

round, the kno~ ?~ which was covered and confined by the im~ressed, 
wax. 
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read, ,vith visible joy in his countenance. 
Meanwhile, Cleander passed a sword through 
his side; he afterwards stabbed hiln in the throat; 
aJld the rest pierced hinl as he lay lifeless. 

The guards stationed at the 'entrance of the 
plantation, having witnessed'the murder, ,vith
out knowing its cause, repaired to the caJnp; 
and convulsed it ,vith the cIanl0ured tidings. 
'rhe soldiers, flying to arms, invested the place 
,vhere their general's corseJay: threatening, 'That 
, unless Polydamas and his accomplices in the 
, crinle, ,vere delivered up, they would force the 
, ,vall enclosing the grove, and sacrifice all 
, ,vi thin to the manes of their leader.' Cleande-r 
adlnitted their officers, and read to them a letter 
from Alexander to the troops, stating Parnlenio's 
treason, and concluding ,vith a request that they 
,vould avenge hin1. As the king's orders became 
known, the sedition ,vas allayed, though indig ... 
nation \vas unappeased. After the nlass of sol
diers had dispersed, the few remaining petition
~d, that they tuight at least be allowed to bury 
the corse. This ,vas long refused by Cleander, 
apprehensive that compliance lllight displease 
the king. As they persisted with increasing 
vehenlence, he, at length, in order to depriyc 
tUlnult of a rallying cry, yielded them the trunk 
of the corse to bury. The head, ,vhich he had 
severed, he sent to the king. 
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8. Such ,vas Parmenio's exit, a lnan illustri
ous by talents and services, in civil not less than 
military affairs. He had gained many successes 
,vithout the king:. in his absence, Alexander 
had achieved nothing of magnitude. He had 
satisfied a prosperous prince, ,vho required every 
thing to correspond ,vith his own elevated for
tune. At.seventy years of age, he ,vould often 
take the du ty of a young general, and sOlnetimes 
that of a private soldier. lIe ,vas ,vise in the 
cabinet, valiant in th~ field, beloved by the offi
cers, still more the favourite of the ranks. These 
great qualities, ,vith conscio\ls popularity, in
spired him ,vith the anlbition of reigning: or, he 
)vas sacrificed to suspicion. This is a problel11 ; 
for lvhile the recency of the affair adnlitted elu
cidation) it ,vas not ascertained, ,vhether Philo
tas, subdued by complicated tortures, disclosed 
actual transactions, ,vhich 110 informant could 
have laid open-or, ,vhether, to end his suffer
ings, he devised a fiction. 

Those ,vhom Alexander had observed to re
pine at Parmenio's fail, he d.eternlined to separate 
frOln the rest of the anny: t'~ ~onul1and of this 
distinct corps he gave tQ Leonidas, ,vho had 
shared in the intimate .~onfidence of Parmenio. 
These ,vere, for the mos~ part, the identical nlen, 
):vhom he had otherwise devoted to disgrace. 
for, .on~e to sound tJ1C soldier:>' dispositions3 he 
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proclaimed, That such as ,vished to write'to tl1eir 
friends in Macedon, might securely send their 
letters by his messengers :-Every one, addres
sing his relatives, gave his sentilnents frankly: 
Some 'were sick of the ,var: To the nlore nunle
rous, it ,vas generally agreeable :-Thus he ob
tained the letters of the gratefully affected, and 
the discontented. He ordered this corps to en
camp separately, as a nlark of infamy; propos
ing to retain their valOUr" in his service, ,vhile 
he locked out their licentious fluency frolll ears 
too ready to drink it. The rashness, or policy 
of irritating the., bravest among the younger 
troops by these contumelies,-was espoused by 
the fortune ,vhich had attended other measures 
of equivocal discretion. For none fought ,vith 
more alacrity than these; fired by courage, by 
impatience to expunge their disgrace, and by 
consciousness, that in a small body superior acts 
of gallantry could not shine unnoticed. 
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C 1-1 A P. III. 

-.Ale.rander enters the country qf the EvergettX. 
Detaches ajorce against Satibarzanes. Reduces 
the Ar.achosians. Founds a city at the base of 
the Parapamislls. 

9. THESE things thus . settled, 
Olymp. cxii. S. 

A. C.329. Alexander appointed a satrap over 
JElnt. Alex. ~8. the Arians. 

Reg.8. He then gave orders for pro
Imper. ~. 

ceeding toward the Ariaspes; a~ 

tllat era called Evergetre:)(c, because, ,vhen Cyrus' 
army ,vas sinking under cold and famine, they 
had clothed and victualled it. On the fifth , . 

day after entering their country, he is informed, 
That Satibal:zanes, who had revolted to Bessus, 
had, with a body of horse, Inade another irrup
tion into Aria. Alexander, therefore, detached 
thither Caranus and Erigyius, Artabazus and 
Andronicus,_ ,vith six thousand Grecian infantry 
and six hundred cavalry. 

The king remained sixty days aIuong the 
Evergetre, during which he organized their 
state; and, by a Inunificen t pecuniary largess, 

• Gr. benefactors. With this, was synonymous their Persial\ naIl\~ 
·Orosanga:. 
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rewardeu their fidelity to Cyrus. Amenides,. 
who had been a scribe * of Darius, he consti ... 
tuted their governor. 

He then reduced the Arachosians, whose ter ... 
ritory extended to the main sea t. Here he re-. 
ceived the army which Parmenio had conunancl
ed, consisting- of six thousand l\Jacedonians, 
with two hundred nobles, and five thousand 
Greeks, and two hundred horse: it was, indis
putably, the chief strength of the king's forces. 
lIe nominated l\1enon provincial administrator 
over the Arachosians, \vith a garrison of four 
thousand infantry and six hundred cavalry. 

10. He advanced into a region imperfectly 
kno,vn to the bordering nations, as it cultivates. 
no interchange by commerce. De~ignated Para
paInisadre, the ,vild inhabitants are the 1110st 11n
ci vilized among the Barbarians; the hard aspect 
of the local scenery has petrified their nlinds, 

f! Possibly, tlte secretary of Darius. Among the Persians, how-. 
~ver, the office of a penman merely was one of primary dignity: by 
the G~eeks, too, it was classed with tbe first in distinction, contrary 
to the practice of the Romans. 

t Ponticum mare. CURT. The translator would willingly under
stand th}.s of the Indian ocean; the Arachosians might have suh
jected Gedrosia, the only tract intervening. If Ponticum mare must 
be applied to the Euxine, the geographical error in the text defies 
explanation-unless the l\1acedolllans had vitiated the sources of 
intelligence, by u.ansferrinO' to the Caspian the name of the Pontic) . '., e 

for the reasons ~~~joned p. 157, infra, n. 



156 QUINTUS CURTIUS. .Book VI!. 

Seated, ·for the most part, on the north side of 
the frozen ridge, they touch Bactdana on the 
west: that portion of their territory ,vhich is 
enlivened by the sun, stretches to,vard the Indian 
sea. Their cottages are built, the lo\ver pai·t of 
brick, and the upper of tile; for no timber grows 
in the sterile fields, nor on the naked mountains: 
their form, broadest at bottoln, gradually con
tracts as the structure rises, till it terminates in 
the fashion of a ship's keel, \vith an aperture in 
the centre to admit the light. Such vines and 
trees as can endure the rigour of such a climate, 
the inhabitants press do\vn, and cover with 
earth during the winter: and \vhen the sno\v is 
dissolved, they dig them out and restore them 
to the air and sun. So deep are the sno\ys which 
shroud the ground, so bound up by ice and -al
most perpetual frost, that the vestige of a bird 
or beast is not perceptible. The light is rather 
an obscuration of the sky resembling darkness, 
in ,vhich the nearest objects are with difficulty 
seen. 

11. In this uncultured wild, the destitute 
anny had every variety of ill to endure; scar
city, cold, ,veariness, despair. The blast of the 
snow extinguished life in many; and caused the 
feet of others to n10rtify: its ,vhite glare perni
ciously affected the eyes of the majority. Smne, 
having stretched on a bed of ice their exhausted 
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franles, through want of Inotion, ,vere so stiff
ened by the activity of the frost, that ,vhen they 
assayed to rise, they ,vere unabl~. The torpid 
,vere lifted up by their cOlnrades: there ,vas no 
better remedy than cOlnpelling theln to ,valk; 
the vital heat thus excited, the use of their limbs 
in part returned. Such as could reach a cottage, 
,vere restored quickly: but through the density 
of the atmosphere, huts could be traced out only 
by the smoke. The inhabitants had never seen 
a foreigner in their territory; and as their anned 
visitants suddenly presented thelnselves, their 
hearts died ,vith fear: Petitioning to have their 
lives spared, they produced ,vhat their hoveli 
afforded. 

The king on foot moved through the troops, 
raising up the recumbent, and Suppo!ting lan
guid stragglers. Proceeding, and rapidly tum-
ing, he was present in the van, the centre, and 
the rear. At length the army steps on ground 
itnproved by tillage, and a large supply of pro
visions refreshes it: those who had been unable 
to keep up, canle in while the army ,vas here 
encamped. 

12. lIenee Alexander nloved toward 1110unt 
Para pamisus*. 

• The Macedonians who fougllt under Alexander, were accus
tomed to call the Parapamisus the Caucasus, desirous to magnify 
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Asia IS divided by a contin\lous' ridge of 
mountains, f~rmed by several chains. This 
ridge, fr0111 Cappadocia, as a centre, trends, in 
one direction, toward the CiliciaI~ sea; in ano.. 
ther, toward the Caspian sea, the river Araxes, 
~nd the deserts of Scythia. Between mount 
Caucasus, of grandest elevation} and the Para
pamislls, distant thirty thousand, stadia, 1110unt 
Taurus, second in Illagnitude, is a connecting 

the exploits of their leader, und to hm'e it believed tlmt in his suc
cessive chain of victories, he hQd passed the true Caucasu;. AR
JUAN, lib. v. It was, ill reality, more glorious for Alexander to sub
due Asia as filr as the Indian monntains, than in the direction of the 

farther coast of the Euxine, and the ridges of the Caucasus: but the 
ancient renown of the Caucasus; the popular belief that Jason, with 

Jlis Argonauts, had, in his most remote expedition, penetrated to 

places in its vicinity; the tradition that Prometheus was chained to 

that mountain, at the extreme bound!:> of the earth,-these were 

i.nduc~mcnts to the flatterers of Alexander, to suppose, that they 

should ingratiate themselves with him, if thl?Y removed the Caucasus 
into India. STRABO, lib. 11. In the same manner, observes L~ 
Tellier, they have transfomled the Jaxartes into the Tanais. This 
vanity of the udopted Greeks might have been borne, had not the 
transfer of the names generated countless errors. For succeeding 

'writers, believing the accounts to relate to the true Caucasus, and 

the true Tallais, transferred the natural peculiarities, or historic 

anecdotes, of one mountain, or river, to the other. 1'jle translator 

therefore hopes, that the reader roil! not deem it an improper freedom 

taken lcith his author-To adjust to truth the geographical particu

lars above, by a paraphrastic emendatiun, '(cllere the substitutiun qf 
one name for another is not enough to disentangle the text; (lnd to 

su~stitute the namfS Parnpamisus and Jalturtcsfor Caucasus a'JI~ 

Tanaisl where. nothing more is required. 
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link,-elongated, by a curvature north-eastward, 
int() the Antitaurus, and the mountains of Ar.. 
menia; and, striking eashvard from Cilicia, in 
a line continued by the Niphates and successive 
ridges. In this entire chain, the sources are 
traced of almost all the }'ivers of Asia, ,vhich 
discharge themselves, respectively, jnto the Ery
thrrean, the l\fediterranean, the Euxine, and the 
Caspian. 

The army consumed seventeen days in pass
ing over mount Parapamisus. Among its emi
nences, is a rock ten stadia in circumference, 
a.nd four in height; to which, according to an 
ancient tradition,' Prometheus * ,vas chained. 
At" the base of the ridge, Alexander selected a 
site for founding a city, \vhich he peopled' \vith 
seven thousand Macedonian menials, besides 
soldiers with \vhose services he could dispense. 
This also the inhabitants named Alexandria .. 

.. The mythologists, for the most part, fix Prometheus to the Scy
thian Caucasus. G9ropius Becanus1 in Indo Scythicis, agrees with 
Curtius. 
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C I-IAP. lV. 

Bessusjliesj'rom Bactdana, "tt'llielt Ale.rander en
ters. Single combat between Erjgyius and Sa... 
tibarzanes. 

IS. BESSUS, terrified by Alexander's e~pedi
tion, after a sacrifice to the national gods, as 
the custom is in those regions, at a banquet, 
deliberated, ,vith his friends and chief-officers, 
respecting the ,var. Oppressed ,vith ,vine, they 
extolled their own force, and ridiculed the rash
ness and small nUll1ber of the enemy. Bessus, 
elated with dominion procured by treason, near
ly insane, rolied out ,vords clninently courage
ous: "From Darius' stupidity, Alexander's fame 
" ,has risen. lIe l11et our invaders in the defiles 
" of Cilicia, ,vhen, by retiring, he 111ight have 
" drawn thenl upon places naturally inacces
" sible; so ll1any rivers in the ,yay, so ll1any 
" Inountains ,vith recesses for ambuscade, sur
" prised anlong ,vhich, the enemy, deprived of 
" ,the po\ver to resist, ,vould have had no oppor
" tunity to escape. I have de'tenl1ined to with .. 
" dra,v into Sogdiana, interposing the river 
" OXllS, as a barrier to Alexander, ,vhile'strong 
" reinforcements assemble round my standard 
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" from the bordering nations. Coming to my 
" aid are the Chorasmii and the Dahre, the Sacre 
" and the Indians, and the Scythians from be
" yond the J axartes, who have not among them 
" a Ulan so short that his shoulders are not even 
" with a Macedonian's head." The drunken 
crew unanimously shouted, that this plan was 
wise. Bessus caused the ,vine to circulate, and 
routed Alexander at the table. . 

14. At the feast ,vas Cobares, a Median, fame~ 
rather as a professor of the magic art, (if it be 
an art, and not an illusion on the superstitious,) 
than as an adept. He was, in other respects, 
reasonable and honest. He began to preface: 
, He ,vas convinced that it were better for a 
, servant to obey implicitly, than to offer coun
e sel; since he who obeys fares as the rest, but 
, the n10v'er of any measure takes a personal 
'risk.' Bessus then delivered the cup out ofhis 
hand to Cobares, who, as soon as he had received 
it, -said: ." It is an unhappy feature in the con
" dition of man1 that everyone is far less saga
" cious in his o\vn affairs than in another's. A 
" tumult of projects and inclinations agitates a 
" mind deliberating ,vith itself: apprehension 
" oppresses it, or avidity tuisleads it, or self
" cOluplacency weds it to a fatal decision. Pride 
" I will not name; it can have no influence 
" over you. ,You have experienced, that every 

VOL. II. )! 
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,~ Gne deelns his own proposition, either alone 
" fit to be entertained, or the best. In the im
" perial diadem, you have to sustain a great 
" ,veight, \vhich must be carried \vith nl0dera
I,,' tion; or, 'what I solemnly deprecate, it will 
" crush you. Prudence, not impetuousness, is 
" requisite at this crisis." He then adduced 
what \vere trite remarks mnong the Bactrians, 
TIle timorous dog barks more fiercely than he bites, 
-and, The deepest rivers glide on with least noise: 
These recorded adages attest, that among Bar
barians, of whatever description, trac~s of wis
dom nlay be found. 'Vhen Cobares had thus 
awakened the expectation -of the auditors, he 
delivered advice nlore salutary to Bessus, than 
agreeable: " The gates of your palace are in'" 
" vested by a prince consummately active. He 
rc sooner ,villlnove his arnlY, than you this table. 
". Is this a time to. sununon troops from the 
" Jaxartes, or to oppose the invader with rivers! 
". Can you fly \vhither be.cannot follo\v?· COIn... 
" mon to both, the ,yay is safer to the victor. 
" Is consternation ninlble ?-exultil1g pursuit is 
"swifter. 'Vhy do you not court the stronger, 
". and give yourself to his.mercy? Follo\v \vhat 
" ,vill, by sublnission yon lnllst obtain a better 
" lot than by hostility. You wear another's 
" crOWD, therefore to part ,vith it is less. a hard
~' . ship. You may perhaps begin to reign ~aw.. 
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" fully, when he shall have made you a king, 
" ,vho can both confer a sceptre, and take it 
"away. You have here faithful counsel, ,vhich 
« to press farther ,vere superfluous. The steed 
" of spirit is touched by the shadow of the 
" switch: the jade cannot be stimulated even 
" by the spu'r." 

Bessus, \vhose cholerick temper drinking had 
inflamed, ,vas so infuriated, that he drew his 
sword, and could hardly be hindered by his 
friends ffOln killing Cobares. The usurper, as 
his reason 'were impaired, sprung out of the 
company. Cobares, hav~ng escaped in the COll

fusion, ,vent off to Alexander. 
15. Bessus' army consisted of eight thousand 

Bactrians, \VllO, ,vhile they imagined that their 
inclement country would induce the l\:Iacedo
nians to march in preference toward India, re
mained faithful to hirn: ,vhen Alexander was 
known to be coming, they deserterl Bessus, every 
one returning to his hanl1et. The purpled trai
tor, with a small dependent retinue, which ad
here.d firmly to him, passed the river Oxus in 
boats, whi~h he burnt, lest they should avail the 
enelllY. Aillong the Sogdians, he began to Clll
body a fresh army. 

Alexander, as above related, had passed the 
Parapmllisus: but the scarcity of corn in his 
camp ahnost atnounted to famine. ,\Vith ajuice 

JU 2 
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expressed from the sesama *, the ~Iacedonians 
anointed their limbs: but of this jui<;e every 
amphorat cost two hundred and forty denarii; 
the price of the same measure of honey, was 
.three hundred and ninety denarii; ofwine, three 
hundred. No wheat, or bl~t a scanty quantity, 
could be procured. The siri, as the Barbarians 
call their subterranean granaries, are covered In 

• The modern botanic name is SESAMUM, (lil!) grain. There are 
two species, the orientale and illdicum; both annuals. The orien

tale grows naturally on the coast of Malabar and the island of Ceylon: 
-Its herhaceous four-cornered stalk, two feet high, has a few short 
side branches; the leaves-prolonged-ovals-are a little hairy, and 
stand opposite. The flowers-small, shaped somewhat like those of 
the fox-glove,-terminate the stalks in loose spikes, of a clirty white 
colour. The gennen turns to an oval acute-pointed capsule with 

four cells, filled with oval compressed seeds, which ripen in autumn. 
The indicum grows naturally in India. It differs from the former, 
only in having a longer stalk, with trifid leaves at the bottom. The 
first sort is cultivated in the East, and in Africa, and used as a pulse. 
The seeds have been successfully introduced into Carolina by the 
African negroes. The Carolinians draw an oil from the seed, which 
will keep many years without acquiring rancidity; on the contrary, 
the natural warm taste only dissipates, and in two years, grown mild, 
it is npplicable to the purposes of salad-oil. The seeds are used, 
there, as well for food: by the negroes, who first parch them; and 
then stew them with other ingredients; and, sometimes, by the free 
inhabitants, as millet in puddings. 

By employing the oil as an unguent, the Macedonians probably 
sought to remove some of the consequences of exposure to extrem~ 

cold. 
t The Roman amphora contained forty~eight sextarie!!, or nearly 

seven gallons one pint English wine-measure: the Attic aUlphor~ 
contained one third more. 
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so subtilly, that those only who had dug, could 
find them. In these, were buried stores of corn. 
Under the want of which, the soldiers supported 
themselves on river-fish and herbs. As these 
kinds of food presently failed, they ,vere directed 
to kill their draft-cattle, on which they subsisted 
till they en tered Bactriana. 

16. The face of Bactriana is contrastingly 
diversified. In tnany places, luxuriant trees and 
vines yield fruit of fine gro,vth and flavour: nu
nlerous springs irrigate a rich soil. The n10re 
generous land is so,ved \vith corn; other fields 
afford pasturage. Further, great part of the 
country is deformed by niggard tracts of barren 
sand, in which a mournful absence of vegetation 
refuses nourishment to man. When the \vinds 
blow fronl the Caspian, ~he floating dust is swept 
into masses, which at a distance 3:ssume the ap
pearance of hills. These moveable shoals obli
terate all traces of previous roads. Travellers, 
therefore, through these levels direct their course 
at night, like mariners', by observation of the 
stars. The shadowy night is to the full as lu
Ininary as the misty day. In the day-time, this 
region is' impassable, because the tracks, which 
ought to be followed, are not discoverable, and 
a dense vapour veils the sun. If one of those 
winds from the sea overtakes a traveller, it over... 
lvhelms l)im \vith the flying sand. 
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The cultivated portion of the country is 
crowded with inhabitants, and well stocked with 
horses. Bactra, the capital, is situate under 
mount Parapamisus; the river Bactrus, ,vhich 
washes its' walls, gives name to the city and 
province. 

The king, ,vhile encamped here, received in ... 
telligence from Greece of the revolt of some of 
the Peloponesian cities in concert with the Laco
nians; for they had not been reduced when. 
Antipater's messengers Call1e away, no,varriving 
with an account only of the first, lllovements of 
the insurrection. Another-an ~xisting-cause 
of alarm is announced: the Scythians seated be
yond the Jaxartes are advancing to the aid of 
Bessus. 

17. At the same time, is brought a narrative 
of the proceedings of C~ll'anus and Erigyius in 
the country of the Arians. The forces having 
come to action, the renegade Satibarzanes, who 
commanded the Barbarians, perceh-ing that the 
lethargic battle stood equally poised, rode up to 
the first lines, and stopped the discharge of mis.. 
siles: taking off his helmet, he spoke aloud a 
challenge,-If any man was disposed to singler 
combat, he ,vas ready to fight bare-headed. The 
Macedonian general, Erigyius, of a great age 
indeed, but not inferior to any of the young sol
diers in strength and courage, could not pati~l1tly 
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hear the insolence of the Barbarian. Sho,ving 
his grey hairs as he lifted up his'helmet-" The 
" day is come," 'he cried, " in which I will, 
" either by victory or honourable death, display 
" ,vhat sort of frienos and soldiers surround 
"Alexander." He galloped to charge his anta.,. 
gonist. It might have been supposed, that both 
armies had received orders to arrest their darts: 
both, in the same time, trod back ward to form 
an area; ,vatching, in the result, the fortun(( 
not of the combatants only, but of themselves, 
involved in their leader's danger. The Barba
rian launched his spear: Erigyius eluded it by a 
slight inclination of the head, spurred his horse, 
and struck his javelin th rough his adversai-y's 
throat, so that the point stood out behind his 
neck, Fallen frOlll his seat, the Barbarian yet 
grappled. Erigyius disengaged the ja\-elin, and 
aimed it into his month. Satibarzal1es, to avoid 
a lingering death, grasped the weapon, and as
sisted the conqueror's thrust. 
. The Arians, having lost their general, ,vhom 
they had followed rather from necessity than 
attachment; and' not u111niudful of their obli
gations to Alexander, delivered up their anns to 
Erigyius. 

The king, \vhile' gratified by this success,. 
felt not entirely at ease respecting the Spartans; 

http:Clzap.1Y
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put he bore their defection ,vith for~itude, ob
serving *, 'rh~t they had not dared to mani

fest their d~signs, till they knew tpat he was 
, on the frontiers of India.' 

fie decan1p~d, in order to pursue Bessus; 
and was met by Erigyius displaying the spoils 
9f Sati~arzanes as an opin1e trophy. 

CHAP. V~ 

Alexander advances into Sogdiana. Spitamenes 
delivers up Bessus. 

18. ALEXANDER having cOlnlnitted the 
province of Bactriana to Artabazus, left there 
his baggage under a guard. He in person, ,vith 
a flying camp, marching by night, entered the 
deserts of Sogdiana t. Amid a dearth of water, 

.. The ascription of this demeanour to fortitude, rather than the 
apophthegm itself, is inconsistent with Alexander's apparent con
sciousness, ante, p. 80, of Antipnter's victery. As Alexander had 
information from Greece through another channel than the commu
nications of his viceroy, he must be supposed now, at least, to have 
been apprised of the result of the domestic war. From some curva
ture of policy, he might affect to know DO more than the tardy mes-. 

sengers brought. 
t He has not yet passed the river Oxus, which Strabo and Pto

lemy make the boundary between Bactriana and Sogdiana. Diony

sius Periegetes, however, extends a portion of Sogdialla across the 
O~U5. 
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despair of obtaining any, kindled thirst before 
nature excited it. Throughout four hundred 
stadia ~ot a drop of moisture springs. As soon 
as the fire of a summer-sun pervades the sands, 
every thing is dried up, as in a kiln ahvays 
burning. Steaming froln the fervid expanse, 
\vhich appears like a surface of sea, a cloudy 
yapour darkens the day. Travelling between 
sun-set and sun-rise is supportable, on account 
of the dews, and the freshness of the mornings. 
But the heat, ,vhich commences at dawn, ex
hausts the aninlal juices, blisters the skin, and 
causes internal inflan1mation. The soldiers sunk 
under depression of spirits, succeeded by bodily 
debility: . it ,vas annoying both to halt and to 
march. Some few, advIsed by such as kne,v 
the country, had provided themselves ,vith 'va
ter; a temporary relief :-the progressive heat 
soon rekindled the importunity of parched na
ture. The stock of wine and oil is distributed 
to the troops. To drink ,vas so voluptuous, I 

that the soldiers forgot that thirst Inight recur. 
They gulped the liquor so greedily, that they 
became unable to carry their arms, or to march; 
and those seelned happier, who had pined with
out ,vater, than these ,vho had swallowed in
temperate draughts of wine and oil, which the 
offended organ of 110urishJnent refused to enter
tain. 
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19. The king, pensive under these disasters, 
is, by his encircling friends, entreated to re.. 
Inember, that his greatness of mind could alone 
save the fainting army. At thi~ tnoment, two 
of a party who had been sent forward to tnark 
out an encampnlent, returning ,vith some skins 
of ,vater to relieve their sons also in the army, 
in passing along, CaIne in to his presence. One 
of them untied·a bottle, filled a cup, and pre
sented it to the king. Alexander, taking it, 
inquired for whOln the ,vater ,vas intended. 
The lnan acknowledged, that he \vas carrying 
it to his sons. The king, returning the vessel 
full, said: "I cannot endure to drink alone, 
" and I cannot distribute to everyone out of 
" so snlall a quantity. I-Iasten, and giv.e it to 
" your children, for WhOlll you had tlesigned 
" it." 

At length he reached the river OXl.lS about 
the setting-in of evening. As a great portion 
of the anny had been unable to keep up, he 
caused fires. to be displayed on a 111ountain
peak, that the distressed in the _rear ll1ight per
ceive that they ,vere not far from the camp. 
Those of the advanced division, after they had 
speedily refreshed thelnselves with aliment, he 
ordered to fill up- the bottles, bowls, and every 
vessel in which water could be carried, and re
turn to relieve their fellow-soldiers. Those wh? 
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drank the more i1l11lloderately, died; and a 
greater number perished thu~ than he had lost 
in any battle. On his part, ,vithout throwing 
off his armOUf, or taking meat or drink, he 
placed himself ,vhere the army ,vas coming: 
nOf did he retire to bathe till the last c01llpanies 
had passed. I-Ie consumed the sleepless night 
in anxiety. 

The morning lighe failed to dispel his un
easiness, because it disclosed, along the river's 
bank, a bare tract, so void of tin1ber, that it dis
abled him, destitute of boats, frOln bnilding a 
bridge. He had a single resource. Skins filled 
,vith straw, he distributed to a great proportion 
of the soldiers: on these, they floated across 
the river. Those who had first passed, took a 
covering station while the rest ferried over. In 
thus transporting the army to the opposite bank, 
six days were exhausted. 

20. Alexander ,vas decided to persevere in 
the pursuit of Eessus, by information of the oc
currences in Sogdiana. Among the friends of 
Bessus, Spi tan1cnes had been courted by the 
highest honours. ' But perfidy cannot be hu
manized by beneficence: his, however, is the 
less hateful, because in relation to nessus, the 
murderer of his sovereign, nothing appears exe
crable. To colour his treachery, this man pro
fessed to avenge Darius: but it was the fortune, 
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not the crhne of Bessus, that provoked the con
spirators. 

'Vhen Spitan1enes kne"w that Alexander had 
crossed the Oxus, he imparted his design to 
Datapl1ernes and Catenes, in whom Bessus Je
posed eminent confidence: they mtt his propo
sal eagerly; and, having suborned eight robust 
young men, the party concerted this wily pro
cedure. Spitamenes, ,vith parading secrecy, 
informs I3essus, 'That having discovered Da
e taphernes and Catenes to be plotting together 
, to deliver hin1 up alive to Alexander,", he, of 
, his own act, had arrested and bound thenl.' 
Bessus, under obligations for such meritorious 
fidelity, thanked Spitalllenes; and, itnpatient to 
consumlnate their pnnishn1ent, gave him an or
cler to lead then1 in. Their hands l1aving been 
tied by their own connivance, they ,vere drag
ged along by their accom plices. Bessus, fixing 
on Dataphernes and Catenes a sanguinary look, 
rose to dispatch them with his own hand. But 
the party, dropping the disguise, surround him, 
bind him, snatch fron1 his head th~ diadem, and 
tear his man tIe, par t of the spoils usurped from 
his murdered master. He now confessed, 'That 
, the gods are present to punish treason:' he 
added, 'That they ,vere not unjust to Darius, 
, ,vhom they thus avenged; though they were 
C propitious to Alexander, whose conquests 
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, ,vere always-promoted by his enemies.' It is 
doubtful ,vbether the luass of the Barbarians 
,vould not bave rescued Bessus, had not the 
conspira.~ors a,ved the ,vavering, by the pre
tence that they acted under Alexander's orders. 
Placed on horseback, they carry him off in 
order to deliver him up to Alexander. 

Meanwhile, the king separated nine hun
dred soldiers, ,vhose dislnission was fully due. 
To the trooper he gave two talents; to the 
foot-soldier, three thousand denarii: flaying 
exhorted the discharged to become the fathers 
of families, he sent thelu home. The rest, pro
mising their hearty services to finish the a
chievements of the ,var, obtain his thanks. 

21. He is now near an inconsiderable city, 
inhabited by the Branchidre. Their ancestors 
had betrayed to Xerxes, retiring frOIu Greece, 
the treasures under their charge, as priests of 
the Didymean Apollo; and by' him had been 
transplanted. from Miletus to this settlement. 
The' Branchidre had not forsaken the customs, 
though they had degenerated fronl the language, 
of their original country, gradually n1ingling 
,vith it a foreign dialect. 1Vith extreme joy, 
they lueet the king, and, \vith themselves, sur
render their city. 

Alexander convened all the l\filesians in his 
army. The lYlilesians inherited the ancient 
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feud against the race of the Branchidre. N e. 
vertheless, empowered by their liberator to de
-cide, whether the crime of the ancestors, or the 
Grecian blood of the descendan ts, should no,v 
be remembered, they could not agree in opi
nion. He then declared, that he would advise 
with himself. 'Vhen the parties met the next 
day, he cOlllnlanded theln to proceed with hinl 
to the town. He entered one gate 'with a light 
division, ordering the phalanx to surround the 
place, and, at a signal, to pillage that receptacle 
of traitors, and slay the race to an incli vidual. 
In all directions, ·unarnled people are butchered; 
110r can similarity of language, nor the veils 
held up by kneeling suppliants, nor the prayer 
" Have mercy!" stop one inhuman sword. The 
,valls are dug up frolll the foundations, that not 
a trace of the city Blight relnain. N or yet al
layed,-viuclictive fury, after felling the conse
crated groves, unbeds their roots, that nothing 
nlay be left but a barren solitude. Had such 
cruel extermination been exercised on the per
petrators of the treason, it nlight have been 
deenTed just vengeance: but here the guilt of 
the forefathers was expiated by a remote gene
ration, ,vho had never seen l\filetus, so far fronl 
having betrayed it to Xerxes.. 

22. Hence Alexander n10ved to,vard tha 
Jaxartes. . Eessus is now presented, -despoiled 
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of his robes, and bound. Spitamenes led hinl 
by a chain affixed to his neck; a sight not less 
,velcome to the Persians than to the Macedo
nians. . " You, sire! and Darius," said Spita
menes, " both Illy sovereigns, I have avenged. 
" I deliver up to you the assassin of his king~ 
" seized in the manner of which he furnished 
" the exalnple. 0 that Darius could open his 
" eyes to this spectacle! could rise fronl the 
"shades, as far froln deserving that catas
" trophe, as he greatly nlerits this consola
H tion." Alexander, having highly applauded 
Spitamenes, turning to Bessus, cried: "'Vhat 
~, brutish frenzy instigated thee, first to bind, 
" and then to murder, a prince 'who merited the 
" best services from thee? But thou hast paid 
" thyself for the enormity, by the title of king." 
Bessus, not daring to deny his crime, said, 
, That he had assulned the regal dignity, to 

preserve his own country for Alexander: if 
, he had neglected, some one else would have 
, seized the kingdo111.' 

Alexander called out for Oxathres, Darius' 
brother, who 'vas anl0ng the body-guards. To 
him he consigned Bessus, to be bereft of his 
nose and ears, and, pinioned ~n a cross, to serve 
as a target to the Barbarian archers, who ,vere 
also to guard his cm'case fronl the depredations 
of the birds. All the rest Oxathres undertook 
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to superintend. The birds, he ainrnlcd, could 
be kept off only by Catenes, desirous to display 
his tnatchless dexterity. Catenes drew at an 
object ,vi th such precision, that the arrow uni
formly surprised the flying bird: And notwith:
standing his superior management of the bo,v 
must have appeared the less admirable, because 
the weapon is COlnlnon; yet his performance 
astonished the spectators, and ,von him great 
respect. 

Alexander n1ade presents to all those con
cerned in bringing Bessus: but postponed his 
execution till they should come to the place 
,vhere he had killed_ Darius. 

CHAP. VI. 

The king is wounded by the Mountaineers. Occu
pies Afm'"acanda. Embass~lj from the Abian 
Scythians. Revolt of Sogdiana a;ld Bactriana, 
fomented by Spitamenes. 

23. MEAN'VHILE, as l\facedonian parties 
,vere foraging, careless of military order,-un
reduced hordes caUle down froln the neighbour
ing mountains, and enclosed them. The Barba
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rians, having taken prisoners a greater number 
than they killed, driving their captives before 
them, returned to the ridge. Twenty thousand, 
lurking here, lived by plunder: their arms ,vere 
slings and bows. Alexander besieged them. 
Fighting alnong the boldest, he is struck ,vith 
an arrow, ,vhich leaves its barb in the middle of 
his leg. Tlie afflicted Macedonians bear hitn 
back to the camp. N or were the Barbarians 
ignorant that the king had been carried fron1 
the field, over ,vhich they had a commanding 
view from the height. They sent, therefore, on 
the following day, deputies to Alexander. He 
gave them an ilnlnediate audience; and, having 
taken off the ~andage to dissemble the severity 
of the \vound, appeared ,vith his leg bare. 
When commanded to sit down, they said, 
, That the Macedonians could not be more af
, flicted than they \vere when they kne\v that 
, ~e 'vas \vounded; and, if they could discover 
, ,vho had shot the arro\v, they \vould deliver 
, 11im up, for only the sacrilegious fight against 
, tl1e gods. That all their nation, overcome by 
, his virtue, submitted to him.' The king ac
cepted the restored captives, and took the tribe 
under his protection. 

24. Decanlping, he ,vas conveyed on a mi
litary litter, which the troopers and foot sol
diers contended for the honour of bearing. The 

VOL. II. }iT 
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cavalry claimed it, because the king usually 
fought at their head; the infantry alleged, that, 
as it was their office to carry their ,vounded 
fello\v-soldiers, it was unjust to deprive ihem of 
it in the case of the king. Alexander, sensible 
that it ,vas difficult to decide on their preten
5ions, and that a preference ,vould be regarded 
by the rejected party as an injury, directed that 
they should carry him alternately. 

On the fourth day, he reached the city l\fa
racanda: the wall is seventy stadia in circum
ference; the citadel is not strengthened by an 
outwork. Having left a garrison in the place, 
he pillaged and burnt the neighbouring villages. 

Deputies arriving from the Abii *, a Scy

• The A'{1~o, [Anlol] of Homer, Iliad} lib. xiii. 6. lost in the be,~ 
English translations. 

On milk sustained, and blest with length oj days, 
The Hippemolgi, justest of mankind. COWPl:x. 

Both Homer's translators have tloeated as an epithet, that word 
which Strabo and Ammian!Js Marcellinus, a5 Warburton's note on 
Pope's Version acknowledgt!s, construed into the proper name 

of a people. Other interpreters of the Iliad reduce '7t7t"l"oil.70~ 
[rpPE~fOLGOI] to an epithet. ABIOI seems the more entitled to 
rank as a proper name, because those who degrade it into an adjec
tive, unable to agree that it should be translated long-lived, while 
th~y contend for a favourite sense, admit that it is capable of con
tradictory meanings,-unlllarried; infirm, robust; indigent, opu
lent; unopl'ressing, unsllffering. On the contrary, when IPPEMOL
GOI is construed n<; an epithet, its import, the mare-milking 1°ace, is 
unequivocal, and peculiarly characteristic of Scythian manners. 

http:7t7t"l"oil.70
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thian c0111tnunity \vhich had been independent 
since .Cyrus' death, declare their readiness to 
obey Alexahder. They, it is attested, were the 
most just people among the Barbarians; ab· 
staining from ,vat, unless they \vere injured ~ 
under their attelnpered and impartial use of 
liberty; the chiefs, and the humbler ranks" were 
equals in immunity from wrong. Having pro .. 
mised these his paternal favour, he sent Berdes; 
of the band of friends, to prohibit the Scythi ... 
ans, dwelling in Europe*, from passing the Ta.. 
nais*, [or Jaxartes,] without his orders. He 
instructed him to survey the situation of their 
encamping-places, and to visit the Scythians, 
on· the coast of the Cimmerian Bosphorus *. 

25. Alexander had selected; on the bank, 
Qf the Jaxartes, an area, on which he intended 
to found a city, as a f<?rtified barrier between 
the tribes recently s.ubdued, and those ,vhich 
he proposed to in vade. But this design is sus
pended by the revolt of the Sogdialls, ,vhich 
,vas followed by that of the Bactrians. There 
,vere seven thousand cavalry, by whose au tho
rity the others ,vere influenced. Alexander dis
patched messengers to Spitamenes and Catenes; 
,vho had delivered up Bessus, not doubting that 

.. Europ~ and the Cimmerian Bosphorus have the relation to the 
true Tanais implied in the paragraph: their introduction ill connec.. 
tion with the Jaxartes is accounted for, ante, p. 151, n. 

N~ 
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by their services the agitators of the insurrec
tion'might be repressed and secured. But they, 
the secret Inovers of it, circulated a. report, 
, That' the Bactrian cavalry \vere sent for to be 
, slaughtered; that this was their commission, 
, but they were incapable of consummating 
, such an unpardonable criIne against their 
, countrymen; for they abhorred Alexander's 
, cruelty not less than Bessus' parricide.' The 
BactIians, previously inclined,~ now goaded by 
the fear of destruction, were \vithout difficulty 
persuaded to arm. 

Informed of the defection of these rene-, 
gades, the king directed Craterus to invest Cy
ropolis. He, in person, by the operations of- a 
military circle*, took another city in the sa.me 
province: At a signal, the storming parties 
killed every full-gro\vn male, reserving the 
other inhabitants as booty: The town -\vas de
molished, as an example. 

The lVlemaceni, a po\verful community, re
solved to sustain a siege, as not only the more 
)10nourable, but the safer course. To move 
their pertinacity; Alexander sent forward fifty 
horsemen, ,vho \vere instructed to blazon his 
clemency towards -such as sublnitted, and his 
.inexorable rage towards such as he ,vas obliged 

.. See the note, vol. i p. 386. 
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to conquer. The lVlelnaceni replied, that they 
doubted, neither of the king's honour, nor of 
llis power. They required the troopers to en,.. 
camp outside the walls, \vhere they entertained 
theln hospitably. At Inidnight they assaulted 
and slew their guests, oppressed with banquet
ing an~ sleep. 

26. Alexander, 'whose indignation corres
ponded to this enormity, surrounded their city 
by a military circle: but it ,vas too successfully 
fortified to be taken at the first assault. He 
therefore committed the siege to }VIeleager and 
Perdiccas; and proceeded with a division to 
join Craterus, whom \ve left investitJg Cyro
polis. 

This city Alexander had determined to spare 
altogether. Of Cyrus, its founder, no less than 
of Semiramis, from contemplation of their mag
nanimity and effulgent actions, he had imbibed 
a veneration rising far above his estimate of any 
other sovereign of the East. The contumacy of 
the ci tizens, however, enraged him; therefore, 
'vhen he had taken, he ordered a chosen party 
to pillage, Cyropolis; and the l\'lacedonians 
lvere, not without cause, severely inclined. 

He then returned to 1\1eleager and Perdic
cas. No garrison nlade a more vigorous de
fence than the l\femaceni. The bravest of 
Ale.~ander·s soldiers fall: lie is personally in 

~~: . 
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consumll'1ate danger, a massy stone strikes his 
neck; suffused with dimness, his eyes, uncon ... 
scious, 'beconle sealed; his reason sinks under 
delirium. The 'lrmy, filled with grief, supposed 
hinl 'to ~e killed. But, invincible against those 
occurrences which repel others, \vithout wait~ 
ing till his ,vound was cured, he more vigorous~ 
ly pressed the siege, anger promoting his l1atu
tal celerity. Having 1nade a considerable breach, 
by mines extended under the wall, he carried the 
city by stor\ll~ Then he caused it to be demo:" 
lished. 

27, He detached l\tlenedemus, with three 
thousand foot and eight hundred horse, to the 
city Maracanda, \vhence Spitamenes had driven 
the lVIacedonian' garrison. That renegade took 
refuge within the walls: the inhabitants, with~ 
out,approving, appeared to concur jn the revolt, 
unable to oppose him. 

Mean,vhile Alexander returned to the hank 
of the Jaxartes; he there enclosed as much 
ground as his camp had occupied, in circunl
ference sixty stadia, ,vithin a trench, as the 
foundation of a city. This also be (knominated 
Alexandria, 'Vith such expedition the ,york 
proceeded, that in seventeen days the fo~tifica
tions ,vere raised, and the habitations roofed in. 
The labour had been apportioned to the sol
diers, among ,vhom prevail~d an ~mulation, 'who 
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should soonest perform his task. Alexander 
peopled the ne\v city ,vith liberated captives, 
\vhose ranSOIns he paid to their respective own
ers. And, although ages have since elapsed, 
their posterity are not yet excluded frOln consi
deratjon, supported by Alexander's men~ory. 

C HAP. VII. 

Aleol'ander proposes an expe.dition against the 
Scythialls, J'he detachment under JJfenedemZls 
nearly destroyed by an ambuscade. 

THE chieftain of the Scythians, ,vhose .dOlUi. 
nion lay beyond the J axartes, regarding the 
city, newly erected by the l\lacedonians, as a 
yoke upon their own necks, sent his brother 
Cartusis, with an army of horse, to demolis~l it, 
and to drive the lVIacedonian forces to a dis
tance from the river. 

28. The Tanais divides the Scythians, who 
,,'ere under the influence of the Bactrians *, 

• Ba~triano!. ORIG.-Curtiuil frequently commits, with regard 
t~ Bactriana, an error similar to that of a writer who should include 
under the name of Pru!,ia the larger countries once uuder its sove· 
leignty. 
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from the European Scythians, flowing as a 
boundary between Asia and Europe. Froln the 
vicinity of Thrace, one seat of the Scythian na
tions diffuses itself in a north-weshvard direc .. 
tion; ~ot bordering on, as some have viewed 
it, but a part of Sarmatia. Another division of 
Scythia, extending on one side still farther to
,yard the N orth, comlnence~ from the country 
of the Alauni situate beyond the Ister, ano, 
sweeping eastward along by Ractriapa, reaches 
to the extremity of Asia. In the renlote int~
rior, are impenetrable forests and boundless de
~erts: on th~ contrary, . the banks of the Ta
nais, and those tracts ,vhich look toward Bac
triana, are not dissirn~Iar, in their features, fr0111 
other inhabited countries. 

Alexander, on the point of an unforeseen 
,var with these people, ,vhen he perceived t1ieir 
horsemen insolently parade in his sight, al
though he \vas not recovered fro In the wound 
in" his neck, and his voice was excessively 
'v~akened by the effects of pain and a lo\v re
gilnen, spmmoned his friends to council. Not 
the enemy, but the adverse coincidencies of 
the crisis, alarmed him. The Bactrians ~vere in 
~ebeII~on; the Scythians insulted him, when he 
could neith~r support hiInself on foot, nor sit 
bis horse, 1}~r marshal ,and exhort his troops. 
I~ ~his t\yqfold emergency, he complained to 
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th~ gods, ' That he was lying inactive, \vhose 
, expedition heretofore none could escape: his 
, own soldiel~s \vere ready to regard his illness 
« as dissembled.' 

Since Darius' overthro\v, Alexander had not 
consulted the ll1agicians, 110r the other inter
preters of futurity. Returning to a supersti
tion; ridiculous to enlightened ll1inds, he com
manded Aristander, whOln his credulity in
vested with precedence, to explore the result of 
affairs by suitable sacrifices. 

29. I~ was the custOlll of the diviners to in
spect the lobes of the victim apart from the 
king, and to tnake·a report of their prognosti
cations. 'Vhile these were reading in the in
\vards of a ram secret events,-Alexander or
dered his friends t~ draw nearer to him, lest, by 
the exertion of speaking, he should break the 
cicatrice, 110t yet finnly knit. I-Iephrestion, 
Craterus, and Erigyius, with' his body-guards, 
11ad been introduced into his tent. "Ne\v 

" hostilities," he began; " engage us at a time, 
" lllore aCCOll)1110dating to our enemies than to 
" us: but necessity controuls reason; especial
" ly in war, rarely pernlitting the selection of 
"opportunItIes. The Bactrians have revolted, 
" while \ve ,vere affixin o• the "Toke to their

0'; • 

" necks; and to assay the reality of our cou
" rage, they f01l1ent another war. Leaving the 
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" Scythians, who ·have come to fight us, we 
" shall be despised by the rebel~ to whom we re
" turn: but if we pass the Jaxartes, a11d show 
" ourselves invincible by the defeat and slaugh
" ter of the Scythians, ,vho can doubt that this 
" part of Europe* also will be opened to our 
" victories? He miscalculates, who measures 
" our glory by the space to be traversed. By 
~, passing a single river, we carry our arms into 
(c Europe. 'Vhat perfection of honour, while 
" \ve are subduing Asia, to set up trophies in a 
(C new world as it appears r a.nd to connect, sud
" denly by one victory, regions which" for so. 
" long a time, nature seems to have kept di
" vided! But if we venture on a short delay, 
" the Scythians will harrass our rear. Can we 
" alone effect the passage of rivers? l\tlany ex
" pedients, through ,vhich \ve have hitherto 
H conquered, will be converted to our annoy
"allce. Fortune is teaching the vanquished 
" the art of war. ,\Ve have recently shown 
" how a river D1ay be passed on skins; which, 
" if the Scytluans do not kno\v, the Bactrians 

* As though Scythia were an elongatio,n of Europe, rather than a 
portion of Asia. The geographical science of the moderns may be 
contrasted with advantage to the errors of the a.ncients ~ but of In
dependent Tartary, or Central Asia, our knowledge is at this day 
only comparative; and the travels of Marco Polo, performed towards 
the close of the thirteenth century, furnish the basis oftbe represe.lt
atiolli of D'Anville. 

http:represe.lt
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" will soon teach them. Besides, one army 
" only of Scythians now presents itself; others 
H are expected; so that we nurture the war, 
" by declining it, and such a shock as we may 
" give, we shall, if we pause, have to sustain. 
H The reason of 11ly intention is evident: but 
" whether the l\-iacedonians will permit nlC to 

" execute my decision, I am in doubt, because 
" they know, that, since this wound, I have 
" been unequal to the exertion of riding on 
" horseback, or of walking. Friends! if you 
~, are willing to follow me, I am well. I have 
H strength suffiCient to support the fatigue: 
" or, if the term of my life be arrived, in what 
" greater undertaking can I die engaged ?" 

30. Alexander had been speaking in a voice 
~o lo,v and tremulous, that those nearest with 
difficulty heard: wherefore, all present endea
voured to diyert hinl fronl so precipitate an en
terprise, and especia1Jy Erigyius. This oilicer, 
finding argument unavailing against an obdu
rate purpose, had recour~e to superstition, to the 
influence of which the king ,,'as not superior. 
lIe afiirmed, ' That the gods opposed the de

sign, and that extraordinary danger was por
, tended, if the river should be passed.' Eri
gyius said this, on the authori~y of Aristander, 
,vho had met him at the entrance of the tent, 
and told hiln that the viscera appeared illauspi
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cious. Alexander silenced him; and, reddening 
,vith anger, mingled with shame, because his co
vert superstition was divulged, ordered that Aris
tander should be called in. Looking at him, "No 
" longer a sovereign," said he, " I have lost all 
(' authority. You received a command from me 
" to offer sacrifice. vVhy did you disclose to any 
H other than myself \vhat it portenq~d? 'You 
" have betrayed nly secrets to Erigyius, who, I 
" mn certain, has employed his own fear to in.,. 
cc terpret the appearances. As far as a monarch 
" can comnland, I enjoin you to ,state truly 
" ,vhat you discovered fron1 the victims, that 
cc you may not (1eny ,vhat you shaH have said." 
As a thunder~bolt had fallen near, pale and 
speechless through terror, stood Aristander:
at length, fear itself pronlpting him, lest he 
should farther provoke the king \vaiting for 
his reply, he spoke: " I foretold to be impend~ 
" ing, a \val' difficult, but 110t unfortunate. 
" Not any discovery from my art, but loyal 
IC friendship fiUs 111C ,vith concern. I see that 
" your returning strength is not confirmed; 
" and I anl sensible how nluch depends on you 
"personally. I fear that you cannot support 
" the fatigues ·,vhich your present fortune an':' 
" nexes to the expedition." . Alexander sent 
11im back to make a second sacrifice, bidding 
llim confide in his happiness; 'For the gods 
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, would vouchsafe other indications, pointing 
, to glory.' 'Vhile the resumed council ,vas 
exercised upon the manner of passing the river, 
.l\ristander returned, and reported, ' the luani

festations from the in\vards, far different fronl 
, the former, to be unequivocally favourable: 
, then, there ,vas some ground for anxiety; 
, now, all was eminently propitious.' 

31. News, however, immediately afterwards 
reaches Alexander, of an interruption to his mi
Ii tary successes. ~Ienedemus, as above men

tioned, had been detached to besiege Spitanlenes, 
the instigator of the Bactrian revolt. Spita.
nlenes, on a(h,.ice of the enemy's approach, to 
avoid being confined within the walls of a town, 
and expecting to CirCUlTIVent him, took a station 
in ambuscade on the way which he knew ~Ic
nedemus was to come. It lay through a wood 
adapted to the design. I-Iere he placed the 
Dallre: their horses carry each two men com.. 

pletelyarmed, who alternately dismount; they 
break the lines of cavalry; the swiftness of the 
men equals that of the horses. 

Spitamencs ordered these troops to spread 
themseh'es in a circle through the wood, and at 
a signal ~o attack the enemy in front, on the 
flanks, and in rear. l\Ienedemus" enclosed. on 
every sille by superior numbers, maintained a 
persevering conflict; calling out to his men, 
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, That nothing could have overCOlne t11em but 
, the treacherous adversities of the ground; 
, their consolation Dlust be, to die heroically 
, and amply avenged.' lVlounted on a power
ful horse, charging under a loose rein, he had 
repeatedly hroken the ,vedges of Barbarians 
wi.th great slaughter. But become the COllInon 
object of the pressing enemy, and ahnost drain
ed of blood by nunlerous ,vounds, he recom
mended Hypsides, one of his friends, to take, 
his horse, :and save himself by flight. He ex
pired whille resigning the animal, from which 
his corse rolled u.pon the ground. Hypsides 
could have effected his escape: but, having lost 
his friend, he chose to fall. His only care 'vas 
to make his death expe~sive to the Barbarians. 
Spurring his steed, he drove into the midst of 
the enemy, and, in a combat worthy of empha
tic memorial, was killed by a shower of darts. 
The surviving lVlacedonians took post on a 
,voody knoll: but, blockaded by Spitamenes, 
falnine forced them to surrender. In this ac
tion there perished two thou.sand foot, and three 
hundred horse; a loss which Alexander assidu
ously concealed; restraining, by the penalty of 
death, those from divulging it, ,vho returned 
from the defeat. 
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C If A P. VIII. 

•41e.rander prepares to cross tile Jal:artes. Em
hassyfrom the Scytltians. 

:32. BUT as Alexander could not cOlnmand 
his countenance to dissemble, he retired to a 
tent which he had directed to be pitched on the 
river's bank. There alone, throughout the night 
denying himself sleep, he ,veighed the projects 
springing in his Inind: frequently were the 
~kins of his tent lift~d up, that, from the ene.. 
mies' fires, he might calculate the extent of their 
multitude. 

As S0011 as the light dawned, he put on his 
-corslet for the first time since the wOlind in his 
neck, and shG,ved himself to the troops. Such 
,vas their veneration for their king, that his 
presence dispelled every fearful rumination. 
They salute him with tears of joy; and demand, 
,vith animation, to be led on the expedition frOln 
\vhich they had recoiled. He said, that the ca
valry and the phalanx Inust prepare to transport 
themselves on rafts; and the light-armed, to 
swim over on skins. It was 110t necessary to 
utter lnore, nor could he in his convalescent 
state. 
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'Vith sneh alacrity the soldiers fraIned rafts, 
that in three days they had completed twelve 
thousand. Every thing was in readiness for the 
passage; ,vhcn twenty Scythian ambassadors, 
according to their national usage, riding through 
the catnp, desired that the king I111gbt be in

formed they had a message to hiln. Introduced, 
and bidden to sit down, they fixed their eyes 
earnestly on the king; I snppose, as they were 
accustomed to estimate tbe n1ind by the dimen
sions of the body, he seemed little, in their 
minds, compared to his fame. 

vVith the Scythians, however, the understand... 
ing is not, as with the }'est of the Barbarians, 
left rugged and unformed: some of thelll are 
represented to acquire as nluch knowledge, as 
can be gained by a people constantly in arms. 
Tradition states that they t11us addressed the 
king :-Their notions l11ay be repugnant to our 
minds, familiar with nlanners and times more 
cultivated: yet ,ve shall deliver their speech, 
purely as it has been handed do\vn; so that 
should their eloquence be despised, our fidelity 
'will be unimpeachable :-The eldest of thenl 

spoke:
.ss. "Ifthegods had willed you a body corrc

" sponding to your anluition, the world had not 
" contained you: You would ha~e touched the 
" East \vith one hand, and the 'Vest with· the 
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" other; and, reaching beyond the West, you 
" ,vould have discovered whither the light 
" of the deity ,vithdra\vs. As you ar,e, you 
" covet ,vhat you cannot grasp. Froln ~Europe 
" you strike into Asia, and fro,m Asia you pass 
" to Europe; and when you have vanquished 
" all the human race, you ,vill mak~ war 
" on woods, drifts of snow, r~vers, and ,vild 
"beasts. What! do you not know' that lofty 
" trees take a long ,vhile to grow, and may be 
" cut down in an hour? He is a fool who looks 
" up at the fruit, ,vithout measuring the height: 
" take care, while endeavouring to clinlb to 
" the top; that you do not fall ,vith the branches 
'" in your hands. . ' 

" A lion is sOlnetilnes the prey of the small-' 
" est birds: and rust can eat a\vay iron. N or is 
" there any thing so strong, as not to be in dan
" ger from something' weaker. . 

" What have you to do ,vith us? ,ve never 
" ~et foot in your country. Ranging in forests, 
" may ,ve not remain ignorant ,vho you are, 
" and 'vhence you come ? We will not serve; 
" ,ve desire not to command. 

" Heaven has given us goods:' (that you 
" may judge of the Scythian nation :) a yoke of 
" oxen, a plough, an arrow, apd a bowl. 'Ve 
" use these, with our friends, and against our 
" enemies: In conl1non ,vith our friends, ,ve 

YOL. II. 
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" eat the corn obtained by the labour of the 
" oxen; and, out of the bowl, ofter 'wine to tne 
"gods. Our arro\vs we send to our enemies. 
" For close fight ,,,e have spears. With these, 
" ,ve overthrew the king of Assyria, the king 
" of the l\"1edes, and of Persia; anct opened to 
" ourselves a passage even into Egypt. 

" You, ,,,ho vaunt that you come to punish 
\ 

" plunderers, are the plu~1Clerer of every coun
" try. You seized Lydia, and Syria; you hold 
" Persia, and Bactriana; and you have struck 
" at India. N ow, your insatiable and restless 
" hands extend to grasp our flocks. Of ,,,hat 
" service are riches to you, ,vhose ravening 
" they provoke; the first, ,vhose hUl1ger is shar
" pened by fulness; as though the nlore you 
" have the more fiercely you hanker after ,vhat 
" you have not. 

" Is it gone out of your mind, ho,,, long 
" Bactra detained you? Whileyou \vere reducing 
" it, the Sogdians commenced hostilities. vVith 
" you, each victory is the parent of a fresh ,var. 
" Although you Inay be greater and stronger 
" than any, yet no one ,vill long endure an 
" alien master. 

" Pass no,v the J axartes, and you ,vill kno\v 
« how ,vide the Scythian plains are: never will 
" you overtake the people. Our poverty will 
~' be swifter than your anny, ,vhich carries the 
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C( spoil of so many nations. Again; ,vhen you 
" iInagine us at the greatest distance, you ,vill 
" se~ us in your camp. 'Vith the same rapidity 
" as we fly, we pursue. 

" I am told, that t~le Scythian deserts are 
" proverbially derided by the Greeks. But we 
" seek unpeopled and uncultivated tracts, in 
" preference to cities and rich provil).ces. 

" Henceforth hold Fortune wi th clenched 
" hands; for she is slippery. Nor will she be 
" detained against her ,villa Sound advice ap-' 
" pears better afterwards, than when it is given. 
" Put a curb on your prosperity; and it will be 
" guided ,vith less trouble. Our fathers teach 
" us, that Fortune _has no feet to stand upon: 
" she has hands and wings: when she stretches 
(~ out her hands, she suffers not her \vings to be 
" confined. 

" If you are a god, you ought to be benefi
ce cent to mortals, and not take away their pos
ce ses5ions. But if you are a man, constantly 
" think on ,vhat you are. It is ,veak, to re
" Inenlber those things \vhich make you forget 
" yourself. 

" You nlay employ as faithful friends those 
" ,vhOln you shall not invade; for the firmest 
" friendship is between equals; and those seem 
" equal who have not tried th~ir strength against 
" each other. Be\vare of relying on those ,vilom 

02 
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you conquer as on friends: between the despot 
,~ and the slave there can be no friendship: 
" even in peace, one is disposed to oppress, and 
" the other to rebel. 

" The· Scythians do not ratify an alliance by 
(C oaths; they substitute integrity for swearing'. 
" The Greeks, as an assurance, seal treaties and 
" invoke the gods: ,ve sho,v our religion by 
" observing our promises. They ,vho have no 
" respect for tnen, will engage falsly to the 
"gods. Nor have you need of an ally, ofwhose 
" good-will you can doubt. 

H In us, you ,vill have centinels guarding 
" both Asia and Europe. Only the Jaxartes 
" separates Bactriana * and Scythia. Beyond 
" the Jaxartes, ,ve occupy regions as far as 
" Thrace; and Thrace is rumoured to border 
" on Macedonia. Neighbours to both your 
" empires, consider ,vhether you ,vill have us 
" for friends or enclnies." Thus, the Barbarianl

., 

.,J! C~nsidered as including Sogdiann. 



I 

Cftap. J.X. 

C HA P. IX. 

/lle.2'ander passes the 1'iver, and defeats the Scy
thians. Receives the submissio~ lit the Sacte. 
Returns, and divides his arpz!J into fJrigades tQ 
chastise the revolters. 

34. THE king ans\vered, 'That he should be 
, guided by his fortune, and the counsel of his 

friends; by his fortune, because he had confi
, dence in it,-and by the counsel of his friends, 
~, that he might not do any thing rashly.' The 
ambassadors dislnissed, he embarked his army 
on the floats prepared. In the prows, he st~.. 
tioned targeteers, in a kneeling .. 

. . 1 h . h b 1 Olymp. CXll. 4.posItIon, t lat t ey mIg t e ess A. C. 328. 

exposed to the enemy's arrows. lEtat. Alex. 29, 

N ext to these, stood such as had Reg. 9. 

to \vork the military' engines; Imp. 3, 

~nclosed, on each side ~nd in front, by men 
, completely armed. Posted behind the e~gines, 
the rest, by a tortoise of shields, protected the 
rowers, who wore armour. The same order pre
vailed in the rafts \vhich transported the cavalry: 
the major part drew along, by the bridle, their 
llors~s swimming at the stern. Those ,vho 've~~ 
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buoyed over on skins stuffed with straw, were 
sheltered behind the rafts. 

'Vith chosen attendants, the king ,vas the 
first to unmoor his raft. He ordered a Inove
ment to the opposite bank. The Scythian ad
vanced lines of horse stood at the water's edge, 
to prevent the rafts from being laid on the beach. 
Besides an army in array guarding the bank, a 
serious consternation assailed the floating forces; 
for the steersmen could not direct the course of 
the rafts, itnpelled obliquely hy the streatn,-and 
the soldiers, staggering, apprehensive that they 
should be shaken off, disturbed the ro,vers. Nor 
could they launch their javelins 'wi th a spring, 
more solicitous to stand securely, than to annoy 
the enemy. They ,vere preserved by their mili
tary engines, bolts fronl \vhich were shot with 
effect upon the Barbarians, crowded together, 
and. rashly exposing themselves. On their part, 
the Barbarians discharged clouds of arrows on 
the rafts; so that there ,vas scarcely a shield 
~npierced with multiplied barbs. 

35. At length the rafts begin to lean on the 
shore; ,vhen the front men, with shields, rising 
together, cast their javelins with a nlore certain 
aim and a freer spring. 1 he Scythian horse 
treading backward in terror,-the ~1acedonians, 
encouraging each other, leap with alacrity on 
land; and press, ,vith a quick step, upon the 
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confused enemy. Such troops of horsemen, 
then, as had their chargers bridled, broke the 
Barbarialliine. ~1eanwhile, the rest of the army, 
covered by those \vho \vere engaged, prepared 
for action. . 

Alexander, whose neck ,vas not yet ,veIl cica
trized, compensated by energy of mind, for defi
ciency in bodily vigour. 'Vhile his languid v'oice 
,vas \vasting exhortations in the air unheard, all 
could see ho\v gallantly he fought: All, there
fore, discharged the general's part; and, ony 
anill1ating the other,' reckless of personal safety, 
rushed upon the enemy. The Scythi~ns, here
upon, unable to sustain the as-pect, shouts, and 
,veapons of the Macedonian army, took to flight, 
at full gallop, for their ,vhole line ,vas cavalry. 
The king, although his enfeebled frame unfitted 
l1im for great exertion, pursued them in person 
eighty stadia. Becoming now faint, he ordered 
his men to continue the pursuit while day-light 
lasted. Having quite exhausted his spirits, he 
recovered himself in the calnp, where he halted 
a remnant. 

The troops had already passed the bounds of 
Bacchus; of \vhich the monuments were
piles of stone, ,vith ll1ultifold interstices; and 
lofty trees, around whose trunl~s twined ivy. 
Rage impelled the ~Iacedonians farther; so that 
,vhe~ they returned into camp, it was near mid
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night. They had killed lnany, taken prisoners 
more, and brought away eighteen hundred horses. 
But of the lVlacerlonians there fell sixty troop
~rs, and a hundred infantry, and a thousand were 
,vounded. 

36. 'This expedition, the falne of so oppor
tune a victory, disarmed and restrained a great 
portion of the Asiatics, who were revolting, or 
lneditating revolt; for, having regarded the 
Scythians as invincible, they ~o,v acknowledg
ed, that no nation cq~ld ,v~thstand the l\1acedo
nian arms. 

The Sacre, hereupon, sent an embassy to 
Alexander, undertaking to obey his lnandates. 
rrhese were nloved, not more by the king's bra
very, than by his clemency towards the Scythre, 
to whom he ~ad returned all their prisoners 
\vithout ransom, that the fiercest of. the Barba
rian tribes might know, that he had not fought 
from animosity, but to vindicate his reputation. 
Alexander having received the Sacrean ambassa
dors ~s t~riends, he gave th~m, out of his train, 
as a companion home, Excipinus, a young man 
in the blooHl of life, who equalled Hephrestion 
in a handsome exterior, but by no nleans in 

. . . 
manly wit. 

The major part of the army left under Cra
terus, whOln he comn1anded to follow by easy 
marches,-the leader of the Greeks and l\1ace
t. . . . ' . ' 
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donians arrives at lVlaracanda. Spitamenes, ap
prised of his coming, had fled to Bactra. The 
king had traversed an extended distance in four 
days; reaching the place where 1\fenedemus had 
been Cll t off, wi th two thousand foot and three 
hundred horse: their collected bones he interred 
in a barrow; and sacrifi~es, according to the na
tional rites, he offered to their manes. 

Craterus, with the phalanx, now joined. The 
king, in order to crush sinlultaneously all \vho 
l1ad revolted, divided his army into brigades, 
,vhich he ordered to burn the country and kill 
the nlales of an age to bear arms. 

C If 11 P. X.' 

Ale..l'ttnder pardons thirty Sogdian nobles. Is 
reiff/orced. Founds si..v cities in Bactriana 

Latior. 

37. SOGDIANA is, for the greater part, unin
habited; the barren wastes extending nearly 
eight hundred stadia in breadth. Its length 
is disproportionately greater than its width. 
Through it, rolls a rapid river, called by the in
habitants the Polytilnetus. Its approaching 
banks confine it in a narrow channel. At 
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length, received into a cavern :1.\<, the subterranean 
torrent rushes on ,vith a noise indicating its 
course, although there is no evaporation from 
the ground, under ,vhich this considerable vo
lUlne of water flows. 

Among the captive Sogdians brought before 
the king, ,vere thirty nobles, endowed with un
conlmon bodily strength. Understanding, by 
an interpreter, that the fiat for their execution 

. ,vas pronounced, they began by singing, dan
cing, and unrestrained gesticulations, to express 
delight. Alexander, astonished at their hardi
hood, ordered them to be brought back. To 
his inquiry respecting the motive to such extra
vagant mirth, with death before their eyes, they 
answered, 'That the fatal doom from any other, 
, would have oppressed theln: but to be dis
c l1lissed to their ancestors by the great con
, queror of the ,vorld, ,vas an honourable death, 
, ,vhich brave men might devoutly desire; and 
c they ,vere celebrating it ,vith hymns of joy.' 
" Then I demand," rejoined the king, " ,vhether 
" ye ,vill act as ll1y friends, in return for the 
" boon of life ?" Hereupon, theyaffinned, ' That 
, they had never been his enemies: they had 
, resisted invasion. If anyone ,vould try then! 

~ Strabo, lib. 11, and Arrian, lib. 4, make the river to enter the 
.eserts, and to be absorbed among the sands. 
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C by good offices instead of injuries, they ,vere 
, ready for the generous contest, and anxious 
C not to yield.'-'_' vVhat pledge," said Alexander, 
" will you deposit for your fidelity ?"-". That 
" life," exclailned they, " which ,ve receive, 
" shall be the pledge: ,ve "rill render it, when 
" YOll require." Nor did they violate their 
pron1ise; for the individuals sent honIe, retained 
the natives in allegiance to Alexander; and the 
four, received into the body-guards, were belo\v 
none of the lVlacedonians in sincere loyalty. 

38. I-Iaving stationed Peucolaus in Sogdiana, 
with three thousand 1nen, for a greater garrison 
,vas not requisite,-Alexander proceeded to Bac
tra. He comu1anded that Bessus should be con
veyed thence to Ecbatana, there to suffer death 
for the 111urder of Darius. 

About this time, Ptolemy and IVIenidas 
brought a subsidiary force, of three thousand 
foot, and one thousand horse. Alexander also 
arrived with the same number of foot and five 
hundred horse, from Lycia. A sin1ilar reinforce
lnent was conducted by Asc1epiodorus from 
Syria. Antipater had sent eight thousand Greeks; 
including five hundred cavalry. 

vVith his augn1ented army, the king pro~ 
ceeded to restore order in the revolted provinces; 
and, having punished with death the leaders of 
the conln1otions, he, in four days, regained the 
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banks of the Oxus*. This river bears along so 
much slin1e, that its water, always turbid, is 
un,vholesome to drink. The soldiers therefore 
began to sink w'ells: but, although they had 
pierced to a great depth, could not find a spring. 
A t length, a spring was perceived in the royal 
tent: Because it was not imlnediate1y noticed, 
the discoverers imagined that it had risen up on 
a sudden; and Alexander was 'vining to have ~t 
contemplated as a present from heaven t~ 

Having passed the rivers Ochus and Oxus, 
he came to the city Marginia. In its .vicinity, 
he selected areas for constructing six ne,v cities; 
two seated toward the South, and four toward 
the East; at moderate intervals, that the galTi
sons might not have far to go for mutual aid; 
on lofty eminences, that they might awe th~ 
conquered. N O\V, their origin forgotten, these 
cities obey ,vhom they governedt. 

iii Arrian places the ~ime of these transactions just after mid
winter. 

t Arrian, and Eustathius ad Dionys. v. 141, with Plutarch in 
.Alex. and Strabo, lib. 11, overwhelm us with the marvell0!ls. The 

two latter give us a fountain of oil; the two former, a spring of oil 
and water. 

t The Bactrian kings had extended their conquests, beyond Alex

ander's, in India. A powerful horde of Tartars, pushed by a more 

numerous body from their native seats near China, overwhelmed th~ 

dominion of the Greeks in Bactriana, after it had subsisted, during 

~ix successive reigns, near 1S0 years. Robertson's Disqltisition con-
ftrning India, edit. 1804, p. 36, S1. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Escalade of a rock. 

39. AFTER the other places had 5ubl11itted, 
Arin1azes, a Sogdian, with thirty thousand men, 
kept possession of a rock, in which \vere laid up 
two years' provisions. The acclivity of the rock 
is thirty stadia; and the circumference, one • 
hundred and fifty: on every side craggy and 
shelving, it can be ascended only by a narro\v 
path. Midway up, is a cavern, which a con
tracted entrance renders dark; the interior gra.. 
dually expands, and tenninates in deep recesses.
The cavern is full of springs, \vhose united wa
ters rush, a river, down the declivity of the 
11lountain. 

A survey of the local difficulties had deter
Inined the king to leave this rock unattempted: 
]le 'vas, afterwards, seized by a desire to reduce 
a hold fortified by nature. Previously to un
dertaking the siege, he however sent Cophas, a 
son of Artabazus, to move the Barbarians to sur
render. ~rimazes, confiding in the strength of 
the place, treated the application haughtily; 
and at length asked, 'If Alexander could fly r' 

Communicated to the i(ing, this incensed 
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him. In council, having mentioned the sarcaSlll 
of the Barbarian, "By to-morro\v night," said 
he, " I will convince the enemy that the l\lace
" donians can even fly. -Bring n1e, selected 
" frOln your respective battalions, three hundred 
" of the most agile young soldiers, such as, at 
" home, have been accustomed to drive sheep 
" along almost impassable. \vays over rocks." 

''\
40. They promptly brought hinl men ex

celling in lightness of fonn and ardour of lnind. 
• Viewing them, " .Generous youths," said the 

king, "my equals in courage, ,vith you I have 
" forced towns till then in1pregnable, have tra
" versed mountain-ridges encrusted with perpe
" tuaI sno,v, have penetrated the defile of Cilicia, 
" and have endured without shrinking the viru
" lent frosts of India*. I have given you proof 
" of 111 yseIf; I have had proof of you. The 
" rock, as you perceive, 11as a single approach, 
" \vhich the Barbarians guard: the other sides 
" of it they neglect; keeping ,vatch only toward 
" our caulp. If you explore the crags with 
" skill, you will find passages leading- to the 
"top. Nature has constructed nothing too 
" high for you to climb. Dy undertaking \vbat 
" others despaired of, \VC have become masters 

• Curtius annexes to India, the ridges of the Parapamisus, the 
country of Arachosia, and other tracts bordering on India, but on 
this side the Indus. 



Chap. Xl. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 207 

" of Asia. Work up to the peak; and \vave 
" thence white stremners, as a signal to Ine that 
" you have gained it. My advancing forces 
U shall then dra\v the enemy's attention frot11 
" you to us. The reward of ~he first \vho as
" cends to the summit, shall be ten talents; of 
" the second, a talent less; dinlinishing in this 
" proportion to the tenth. I anl confident, that 
" my intimated wish will influence you- nl0re 
" than my liberality." 

They listened to the king, as though they 
stood already exulting on the peak. Disll1issed, 
they furnished themselves \vith iron pins to 
'v~dge between the fissures of the stone, and with 
strong ropes. The king rode round to that part 
of the rock, \vhich appeared most practicable; 
and, at the second watch, ordered them to enter 
on the atteIllpt, and cornmitted thelll to the pro
tection 6f the gods. 

41. Carrying two days' provision, and armed 
only \vith their swords and spears, they began 
to step up the ascent. 'Vhell they came to the 
rougher acc1ivities,-sonle, by their hands grasp
ing the jutting stones, hoisted themselves up; 
assisted by ropes \vith sliding knots, others 
:c1imbed, having fixed iron pins in the clefts * 

• By driving the iron pins into congealed snow, and then fasteniug 
to them the ropes, they graduall) hoisted themselves up the mOUll

~nin. Arrian, lib. iii.-This appears less comprehensible, and 
less probable. 
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for occasional footillg. The day-light was con .. 
~unled in fear and labour. The nlore arduous 
steeps surnlounted, the ach'ehturers took breath; 
and the rock seemed to grow in height. It wag 
a heart-rending spectacle, when S011le; whose feet 
loose crags deceived, tumbled headlong down 
the precipice; showing to others what fate they 
,vere presently to meet. Overcoming every 
difficulty, the greatet part struggled to the top. 
Of these, all were sore1y fatigued by protracted 
exertion, and several were bruised and main1ed : 
but night and sleep surprised the latter, equally 
"with their companions. Stretching thelllseives, 
here and there, on the rough s11elving stones, 
oblivious of the awful peril of their stations, 
they reposed till l11orning :JC<, 

At length, awaking from their 'profound 
~leep, they surveyed vallies hidden fr0111 the 
,vorld below, ignorant in what part of the rock 
the great force of the'enemy could lie concealed. 
till the smoke, rolling out underneath, discov
ered their caverned dwellings. The bold adven
turers displayed 011 their spears the concerted 
signal; and found, that of their full number 
thirty-two were 111issing. 

.. Collins has all image of corresponding terror, in his Ode to 
,Fear: . , 

Or lays him, on the ridgy steep' 

Of some loos.e hanging rock, to sleep. 
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The king, not more impatient to reduce the 
place, than anxious respecting the condition of 
those whom he had exposed to manifest danger, 
had, during the whole day, watched the pinna
cles of the 1110nntain, departing to take refresh
ment, only when night prevented the inquiry 
of his eyes. 

42. Next morning, he ,vas the first to des~ 
cry the flying signals, that his men had ascended 
to the peak. But the varying complexion of 
the sky, no\v brightened with the solar blaze, and 
no\v clouded, made hiln suspect the accuracy of 
his sight, till the clearer day dispelled all doubt. 
Cophas, by whom he had before assailed the re
solution of the Barbarians, he dispatched-To 
admonish them, now at least to take a safer 
course: if they still relied on their impregnable 
recess, to sho\v them the soldiers, who had seized 
the principal height in their rear. In an inter
view \vith Arimazes, Cophas urged him to sur.. 
render: 'He \vonld acquire Alexander's favour, 
, if he did 110t detain him frOln 'proceeding to 
, nobler objects, by the siege of a single rock.' 

The Barbarian, TIl0re fiert and insolent than 
before,. commanded Cophas to be gone. But Co

. phas, taking Arimazes by the hand, prevailed on 
hinl to step out of the cave: he pointed to the 
detachment occupying the top of the rock, and 
told him, a retort not undeserved, that Alexan-

YOLo II. p 
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der's soldiers had wings. In the camp of the 
Macedonians, at this moment, the trumpets 
sounded, and the arn1Y sent up joyous acclama;
tions. This (frequently, in war, vapouring de:.. 
monstrations have great influence) induced the 
Barbarians to surrender: Seized with terror, 
they could not estimate the trivial force looking 
down an their rear. Cophas, whom they had 
quitted, they called back with trembling haste. 
Ac~oinpanying him, they send thirty chiefs to 
deliver up the rock, under the stipulation that 
they might retire unhurt. 

. Notwithstanding, Alexander' ,vas not unap
prehensive, that the Barbarians, discovering the 
slnall number of his men, might hurl them down 
from the precipice; yet incensed at Arimazes' 
arrogant ans\vers, and confiding in his fortune, 
he. refused to grant conditions. Arimazes, de-
spairing of his situation before it ,vas lost, de
scended into the camp, ,vith his relatives, and 
nobles: all whonl Alexander caused to be \vhip .. 
ped, and crucified at the foot of the rock. The 
multitude, ,vith the money taken, \vere given to 
the inhabitants of the new ci ties. Artabazus 
,vas nonlinated to guard the rock, and the adja
cent tracts. 
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;DEATH OF CLITTJS. ALEXANDER'S l\iARRIAGE WITH 
ROXANA. CONSPIRACY OF IIERl\10LAUS; BATTLE 
WITH PORUS: . . 

C HAP. I. 

Embassies Jrol7Z Scythian 1latidlls~ New 1'evolts 
e.:rtingulshed. . Hunting match. Ale.:rander 
kills Clitus. 

1. ALEXANDER added to the extent, rather 
than to the lustre, of his fame, by the reduction 
of the rock. As the scattered enemy required 
his forces to be diffused, he divided his army 
~nto three bodies: One ,vas commanded by He
ph~stion; one by Crenos; and one he led in 
person. Of the Barbarians, some ,vere compelled 
to submission by defeat; the majority surren
dered without an engagement: to the latter, he 
distributed the towns and lands of such as had 
l~ersisted in rebellion. But the exiled Bactrians, 

" 
p~ 
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,vith eight hundred Massagetreall horse, ravaged 
the neighbouring villages. To repress these 
disorders, Attinas, governor of the province, 
nlarched \vith three hundred horse, ignorant of 
the ambuscade concerted for him. In thickets 
skirtil}g the plain, the enelny had concealed 
troops; a few men in vie\v, driving. cattle, ,vere 
to allure Attinas into the snare. These the 
Macedonian officer follo\ved, in disorder, plun
dering. 'Vhen he had passed the wood, the 
ambuscade, nlaking an unexpected assault, cut 
him off with all his men. The disaster ,vas 
speedily reported to Craterus, who repaired to 
the scene of it with his ,vhole cavalry: the 
Massagetre had already fled; but he' sle\v a thou .. 
sand of the Dahre, and thereby terminated the 
revolt throughout the province. 

Alexander, in like manner, having again re
duced the -Sogdians, returned to ]\1aracanda. 

2. Here' Berdes, ,vhom he had sent to the 
Scythians inhabiting the banks of the Cimme
rian Bosphorus, Inet him with the ambassadors 
from that nation. These requested Alexander, 
, To accept in marriage the daughter of their 
, king; or, should he reject that alliance, to per
, mit the ]\Ilacedonian nobility to intermarry 
, with the chief Scythian families. They as
, sured him, that their king ,voulcl in persoll 

, visit him.' At the sanle time, Phrataphernesl 
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govern~r over the Choraslnii, who bordered on 
the Massagetm and the Dahre, by n1essengers, 
acknowledged Alexander's sovereignty. Both 
elnbassies were received courteously. 

The king ren1ained encamped, waiting for 
Hephrestion and Artabazus: when these had 
joined, he Inarched in to a district called Ba
zana. 

Of the barbarous splendour prevailing in these 
parts, there are no stronger marks, than the ex
tensive forests, in which are shut up untamed 
beasts of the grandest kind. A spacious wood, 
in which numerous unfailing springs give cheer
fulness to the scenery, is selected, encompassed 
,vith a wall, and interspersed with towers for the 
reception of the hunters. In one park, it was 
said, the galne had ren1ained undisturbed during 
four generations *. Alexander, entering it with 

"* .iEtatibus. CUItTlus.--The ancient Greeks limited an age to 

thirty years, as appears from Porphyry in quast. Homer. and Eu~ta~ 

thius, ad Homer. Iliad. i. Q51, "here three ages are ascribed to 

Nestor. Plutarch, in Catone .Majore, appears to use age in the 

same sense. Herodotus, in Euterpe, compresses three. ages into a 

hundred years. Similar is the computation of Clemens of Alexan

dria, Strom, lih. i. of Herod ian, iii. 26. It would also appear, that, 

among the Greeks, the word age must sometimes bear a construction 

less definite than even gene1'lltion; for Diodorus reckons, from 

Caranus the first king of Macedon to Alexander the Conqueror of 

Persia, sixteen ages, which cannot be understood otherwise than as 

the successive reigns of as. many kings. It is true, indeed, that the 

Roman poets translated the" three ages" ofHomer as three secula; 
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his whole army, commanded, that the beasts 
throughout it should be roused from their iairs. 
A lion of uncommon size was bounding towa~d 
the king: Lysimachus, who afterwards was a 
sovereign, happening to be next to Alexander, 
prepared with his hunting-spear to receive the 
.aniinal. Alexander refused his assistance, and 
pomrnanded him to st~nd aloof, adding, "I anl 
,'$ as able, singly, to kill a 1ion as Lysimachus." 
Lysimachus had, by himself, formerly, at a chase 
~~ Syria, over~ome a very large lion; but the 
beast endangered. his life, and tore his left shoul
der to the bone. The king, taunting him in 
~llusi~n to this, acted nlore nobly th~n he spoke; 
for he not only parried the spring which the lion 
made, but dispatched him at one stroke~ - Th~ 
fabulous story~, !espect~~g Lysimachus being' 

• • • 4" • - • I • I 

and though seculum itself fluctuated in import fi'om U twenty" to a 

(~ thousand years~" yet Ovid, Metam. xii. has fixed his. qwn concepo; 
tion of Homer~s " ages" to pe centu,!,ies : . . 

--,------Vixi 

Ann~s bis centum; n'U~c tertia vivitur retas. 


Poets love to amplify. But as Curtius, deriving his materials fi'orq 

Grpek sources: must be considered, w~th some qualifications, as a 

trall-Iator, I think that the construction put upon his (£tas, should 

be occasionally reguia~ed rafher ~Y the usage of Greek ~hap ~atin 
writprs. 

'. jfI The representation which Curtius r~jects as a ~ction, briefly is 

_ Thnt Lysimachns, having saved Callisthenes {rom the torture, b~ 

giving him poison, was sbut up in a den with a lion, by Alexande(s 

~rder; the intended victim folded his hand in his robe, thr~st it into 
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exposed to a lion, by command of Alexander, 
took its rise, I am inclined to believe, from the 
incident above related. 

Altho~gh Alexander acquitted himself hap-' 
pily in his bold attempt, yet the l\1acedonians, 
in right of their national custom, decreed, That 
the king should not be permitted to hunt on 
foot, nor unattended by his chief nobility and 
friends. 

Having speared iour thousand wild animals, 
l1e gave a feast to his ,vhole army in the forest. 

s. Thence he returned to l\iaracanda. "Arta
bazus' venerable excuse accepted, he transferred 
the province to Clitus. He it was, who, at the 
Granicus, ,vhen Alexander was fighting ,vith 
his head bared, covered hiln with his shieldJ and 
struck off the hand of Rhresaces, ,vhose sword 
,vas descending on the king's head. A veteran 
under Philip, he had distinguished himself by 
many martial deeds. His sister Hellanice, who 
had nursed Alexander, ,vas beloved by the king 
as a 111other. For these causes, Alexander con-

the lion's mouth, and plucked out his tongue. When Alexander WIU 

informed of the exploit, his rage was turned into admiration of Lysi
machus'intrepidity. "This account, of which Pausanias, lib. i. give. 
the basis, is repeated ''lith variations, or adverted to, as true, by 

Selleca, De Ira, lib. iii. et De Clementia, lib. i. by Pliny, viii. 16, by 
Justin, lib. xv. by Valerius Maximus, ix. 3, who, with Pausanias, 
rJledge that it is confirmed by the coins of Lysimachus. See Lazius, 
p.441. 
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fided to his guardianship the most ,varlike di
vision of the empire. 

Having ordered him to prepare for his charge 
on the following day, he invited him to a splen
,did banquet, at which the king, when he was 
heated with wine, began an unrestrained eulogy 
on his ow"n actions, offensive even to such as 
were sensible that he recited truths. The elder 
guests, nevertheless, endured him in sile;nce, till 
he began to disparage the achievements of Phi
lip: " It was MY work"-he vaunted-" the 
" noble victory of Ch~ronea: my father, frOln 
" malevolence and envy, took to hi~self the 
" glory: He, just before, in the sedition that 
" arose between the Macedonians and 111erCenary 
" Greeks, lay disabled by a wound in the tu
" mult, to save himself, pretending to be dead; 
" I protected hinl ,vith my shield, and killed, 
" ,vith Ply own hand, enemy after eneplY rush
" ing on hhn. Which service he never candidly 
" acknowledged, abhorring to owe his life to his 
"son. Therefore, after the expedition which 
" I conducted alone agaipst the Illyrians *, I, 
" the victor, wrote to hinl, That the eJlemy u:ere 
" slain and routed, and P Izilip had neve;~ been, 
,~ present t. Th~ men worthy t~ b~ ~xtolIed) 

• Vol. 1. p. 53. 
t To mark strongly a vein of fatuity, the effect of Circean intoxi

cation, is the best apology for such a disgusting speech. " " 
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" are 110t those who were prying into the Samo
" thracian luysteries, when they should hJ ~ e 
" been burning and ravaging Asia, but those 
" who, by the vastness of their explo;ts, SUf

" pass belief." 
4. These, and similar sallies, titillated his 

young auditors: but the senior officers felt the 
affront to the me1110ry of Philip, under whom 
had passed the greater part of their lives. Then 
C1itus, not himself firmly sober, turning to 
those ,vho reclined belo,v him, recited some 
verses from Euripides, in such a tone, that they 
lllight be rather heard than understood by the 
king. These lines deplored the custom among the 
Greeks oj'inscribing on tropllies the names only if 
their commanders, ZOllO thereby arrogated to them
~elves alone, the glory 'won by the blood oj' others. 
The king,. suspecting the words to be invidi
ously applied, inquired, of those nearest, \vhat 
Clitus had said. They lllaintained a resolute 
silence: but Clitus, raising his voice, com
Inemorated Philip's actions, and the ,vars in 
Greece, extolling thenl above any present suc
cesses. 

This caused a dispute between the younger 
,varriors and the veterans. During ,vhich, the 
king, as though he patiently heard the compa
risons by which Clitus ,vas derogating from his 
honours, let his fearful rage burn inwardly. lIe 
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appeared ready to practise self-controul, if Cli
tus would discontinue his insolent discourse: 
but it proceeded, tempered in nothing; and he 
became lllQre highly incensed4 

S. Now, Clitus even presumed to vindicate 
Parmenio; and, impelled' by a sullen spirit of 
contention, as ,veIl as by inebriety, eulogized 
P4ilip's victory over the Athenians as a brighter 
exploit than the destruction of Thebes. At 
length, addressing himself directly to Alexan
der-" When it is requisite to risk life for you, 
" Clitus is permitted to stand first: But when 
" you distribute the fruits of victory, they b~ar 
" away the chief rewards, ,vho 1110st contemp
H tuously insult your father's memory. On me 
" you confer the province of Sogdiana, so fe
ee peatedly rebelling, at this hour unreduced, 
" and which never can be subdued. l\iy last 
" days are consigned to wild animals, whom 
" nature disposes to turbulence-But I ,vave 
" ,vhatever relates to myself. YOll traduce all 
c, the soldiers of Philip; forgetting, that had 
" not Atharias, here present, rallied the junior 
" bands, ,vho ,vere stealing fronl the field, ,ve 
" might have been sitting now before Halicar
"nassus. Ho,v then have you conquered Asia 
" with these youngsters? I believe, that your 
" uncle in Italy said truly, that he Dlet ,vitI, 
U men, and you with women." 
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Of all the unadvised randOlu-strokes of Cli
tus, nothing nlore provoked Alexander than the 
honorary introduction of Parmenio's nanle. Yet 
the king suppressed his resentment, satisfied 
,vith cOlumanding him to quit the company: 
Nor added any thing farther than-" I suppose, 
" had he continued to talk on, he ,vould have 
" reproached TIle. with my life saved by his 
,H means, the frequent subject of his arrogant 
" boasting." 

But as Clitus delayed to rise, the guests on 
the' next couches sprung to hand hitu up; and, 
;remonstrating with him on his duty, endea.. 
voured to lead him out. When he felt com
pulsion used, anger augmenting his former vio .... 
lence, he cried aloud: "HIS back was sheltered 
" by MY breast! but the time when so great a 
" service ,vas rendered is past, even the recol
" lection of it is odious!" Clitus then upbraided 
Alexander with the death of Attalus. Further, 
deriding the oracle of the Egyptian Jupiter, 
1\'hose son Alexander had proclaimed himself, 
he said: " I make you truer responses than your 
~,' father." 

6. N O\V the king \vas stung by such an ac .. 
~retion of ire, as it had been difficult to repress, 
had his reason, overpowered, not been affected, 
by the phrenzy of the grape. Ife leaped from 
~'lis couch. His friends, in amaze, not setting 
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dinvn their goblets, but throwing them away, 
started up, ,vatching the result of his impetuous 
deportment. Having snatched the javelin of a 
lance-bearer, l1e ailned it at Clitns, ,vho ,vas 
pouring out an unabated flow of intemperate 
language: the king"s arm was arrested by Pto
lemy and Perdiccas, \vho clasped and detained 
him, persisting to struggle with them, till Ly
simachus and Leonnatus had taken the weapon 
from him. Alexander invoked the fidelity of 
his soldiers, and exclaimed: "I am seized, as 
" Darius was, by intimate friends! By s.ound 
'.' of trumpet, call my troops armed to the pa
" lace~" Then Ptolemy and Perdie-cas; kneel
ing at his feet, entreated 'Him not t~ proceed 
, with precipitate anger, but allow hinlself time 
, to reflect: in the morning, he nlight decide 

and execute ,vith more justice.' But he could 
listen onJy to revenge. Infuriated, he fle\v. to 
the vestibule of the pavilion, took a spear from 
a centil1el, and placed hinlself at the portal 
through ,vhich those who had supped with hinl 
,vere obliged to pass. The rest departed; Cli
tus was coming last, without a light. The king 
asked, ',vho he was?' in a tone manifesting his 
fell purpose. Clitus, his own passion now 
having subsided, lllindflll o~ly of the king'S, 
answered, "It i; Clitus retiring from the ban
"quet." At these ,vords, Alexander pierced 
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hiIn through; and, bedewed ,vith the blood of 
his dying friend, said: "Go thou, now, to Phi
" lip, Pannenio, and Attalus." 

C HAP. II. 

Alexanda' ,-epents if the murder if Clitus. 
Marches into Xenippa. Engagement "with the 
e.'l'iled Bactrians. Surrender if the 'rock oj' 
A.~'ysimithres in Naura. Memorable death if' 
Philip. 

7. THE human mind is unhappily endo,ved in 
this,-'Ve, for the lllost part, neglect to weigh 
consequences till we have acted. Thus the 
king, w hen his anger had subsided, and the 
nladness of intoxication past, too late estimated 
the enormity of his crilne. His reflections were 
bittcr-I have killed an associate, whose last 
conversation abused the licenses of a feast, but 
,vho was a consummate soldier, and, but I have 
been ashanled to acknowledge it, the saviour of 
.my life :-1 have degraded the king, by invad
ing the odious province of the executioner:
a fe,v in telnperate words ascribable to ,vine, I 
11ave chastised by a fcul ll1urder; have stained 
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the entry of my tent, by the blood of a friend 
whanl I invited to supper. 

Tile centin~ls, petrified ,vith il0rror and 
astonishment, stood aloof; and the still solitude 
in ,vhich the king ,vas left, invigorated his re
Inorse. The spear, drawn out of the extended 
corse, he pointed to\vard his own body; he ,vas 
advancing it to his' breast, when the guards fly 
up, and ,vrest it from his hands. Soothing, 
they bore him into the pavilion~ 

lIe there flung hinlself on the ground, and 
the royal quarters resounded with his audible 
grief. I-Ie lacerated his face ,vith his nails; 
and implored his attendants not to let him sur
vive a deed so dishoriburable :-in such entrea
ties he consumed the whole night. 

~'feditatillg, whether the displeasure of the 
gods 11light 110t have impelled him to the crime, 
he recollected, that he had not offered the anni
versary sacrifice to Bacchus; and his perpetra
tion of murder in an hour of festivity, he COll

cluded to be an indication of the ,vrath of that 
deity. 

8. Above all, he ,vas grieved to see the stu
pefaction of his friends; fearing no one would in 
future venture to converse with hin1, and that he 
should live, insulated, as the wild beasts, which, 
alternately, are scaring passengers, and shrink
ing unuer fright. 
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As soon as it was day, he ordered the gory 
corse to be brought into his tent. When it ,vas 
placed before him, "This grateful return," he 
said, with tears, "I make my nurse, whose two 
" sons sacrificed their lives for my glory at Mi
"Ietus. To their bereaved parent, this brother 
" was the only comfort-I have murdered him 
" at my own table. Ho\v ,vill this unhappy 
" ,vornan support herself? Of all belonging to 
" her, I alone survive; me she 'willl1ot be able 
" to behold ,vithout horror. Can I, the assassin 
" of those ,vho preserved n1y life, return to my 
" country; ,vhere, if I stretch out Iny right 
" hand to Iny nurse, it will call to n1ind her 
H calamity?" 

As his expressions of sorro\v appeared inter
l11inable, his friends caused the body to be taken 
a\vay. 

Secluded, the king lay thi'ee clays. At 
length, the lance-bearers and guards of the pre
sence, perceiving- that he ,vas obstinate in 
courting dissolution, broke all at once into his 
chamber.. By continued entreaties, they over
came his reluctance to take food. 

The l\;lacedonians, in order to diminish the 
confusion of the king, voted that Clitus had 
been justly killed, and \vould have deprived 
the corse of sepulture, had not the king ordered 
it to be buried. 



QU1NTUS CURTIUS. Book VIII. 

He telnained ten days at l\faracal1da, chief
ly to recover his countenance. The province 
\vhich he had destined for eli tus; he, then, gave 
to Anlyntas [the son of Nicolaus]; sent a de
tachment under I-Iephrestion in to Bactriana, to 
provide victualling stoj'es against the ,vinter; 
and marched in person into Xenippa. 

9. This district borders on Scythia, and con
tains a great InallY ,yell-peopled villages. Its 
fertility not only cherishes the children of the 
soil, but attracts strangers to settle there. 

The Bactrians ,vho had revolted from Alex
ander, in exile, had retired thither. But, on in
teI1igence of his approach, expelled by the in
l1abitants, two thousand two hundred of thelll 
collected in a body. They were all cavalry, 
accustomed even in peace to subsist by depre~ 
dation; a state of war, and despair of pardon, 
'aggravated their natural ferocity. They there
fore unexpectedly attacked Alnyntas, Alexan
der's administrator: The conflict was long 
doubtful: At length, having lost seven hun
dred nlell, of whom three hundred were prison
ers, they took to flight. Not unrevenged, they 
l1ad killed eighty J\Jacedonians and wounded 
three hundred and fifty. Notwithstanding 
this ,vas not their first insurrection, they ob
tained an alnnesty, and were received into alle
gIance. 
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The king, \vith his whole army, came no\v 
to a district denominated N aura. Its, satrap, 
Sysimithres, had two sons by Ius own Inother; 
for, in these regions, the imperfect law does not 
forbid parents froll1 intermarrying \vith their 
children *. 'Vhere the streits, leading into the 
country, converge to a point, two thousand mi
litia had thrown up a strong bulwark: in its 
front flowed a rapid river: the rear ,vas barred 
by a rock, through which the ll1anuallabour of 
the inhabitants had excavated an avenue ;-:-at 
its aperture penetrated by the splendour of day, 
dark in the interior ,unless the traveller carry a 
light, this continuous tunnel opens, to the plains, 
a passage known only to the natives. 

Notwithstanding this defile, naturally 
strong, was guarded by the Barbarians,
Alexander levelled, ,vith his battering-rams, 
the Inounds which they had added; and, with 
slings and bows precipitated llulnbers of cOl11bat
ants from the heights, or, ,vherever distributed, 
caused theln !o fly. Over the ruined works, 
he then advanced his army to the rock. 

10.' The intervening' river ,vas a collection 
of streams, descending from the lofty peak into 

.. These nations had not been civilized, had they not been van
quished by Alexnnder. He taught marriage to the Hyrcanians, and 
agriculture to the Arachosii: he instr~cted the Sogdians to maintain, 
and not to kill, their parents; the Persians to respect, and not to 
marry, their mothers; the Scythians to bury, and not to eat, their 
dead. Gillies after Plutarch. 

VOL. II. q 
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the valley. It appeared a great. undertaking, to 
fill up so deep a ravine. Alexander, however, 
ordered trees to be felled, and massy stones to 
be piled. The Barbarians, unacquainted with 
such ,yorks, were panic-struck, as they beheld 
the pier rapidly ascend. The king, hence ex
pecting that their trepidation Inight induce 
thenl to surrender, sent Oxartes, of the SaIne na
tion, but under his protection, to persuade the 
governor to deliver up the rock. l\leanwhile, to 
augment their terrors, he presented his tunets, 
and shot up javelins from his engines. They 
hereupon, distrusting every other fastness as 
untenable, went up to the sumnlit of the rock. 

Oxartes pressed Sysilnithres, \vho ,vas trenl
bling over his affairs, 'Rather to make trial of 
, the good fai th of the Macedonians, than their 
• po,ver, nor impede the career of a victorious 
• army, stretching into India; \vhich, ,vhoever 
, should oppose, ,vould bring on his own head 
f the ruin designed for another.' 

Sysinlithres, on his part, consented to sur
render: but l1is mother, 'who ,vas also his wife, 
declaring that she ,vould die before she ,vould 
come into the power of any enemy,-he veered 
round to measures 110nourable rather than safe, 
ashamed that liberty should be prized 1110re high
ly by 'vOlnen than by men. The herald of peace 
he therefore dismissed, resolving to sustain the 



Chap. 11. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 227 

siege. But, \veighing the strength of the 
enemy against his o\vn, he repented of having 
adopted a \voman's proposition, \vhich appeared 
unnecessarily violent. Having in haste called 
back Oxartes, he said: "I commit myself to 
" the king's decree." He requested the media
tor, 'To forbear any report of the counsel given 
, by his lllother, that her pardon might be Inore 
, easily obtained.' Oxartes sent forward, Sysi
lnithres follo\ved with his 1110 the1', children, and 
a crowd of other kindred, not staying for the 
securi ty from the king \vhich his nlessenger 
had promised. 

] 1. Alexander dispatched, by a horsemen, 
orders that they should return, and \vait his 
arrival. After sacrifices to Minerva and Victo
ry, he confirmed Sysimithres in his authority, 
and encouraged him to expect a larger province, 
if he cemented their friendship by fidelity. Sy
simithres delivered his two sons to the king, 
\vho ordered them to nlilitary stations in his 
train. 

Leaving the phalanx, Alexander proceeded 
,vith the cavalry to subdue the relnaining insur
gents. . The roa~l, uphill and stony, the troops 
bore \vith at first: but, the hoofs of the haras
sed horses \vearing away, the greater part failed 
to keep up. As the column advanced, successive 
vacancies thinned it more, for the inl1110derate 

Q2 
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fatigue of the nlen vanquished shame. The king, 
however, repeatedly changing horses, pressed 
,vithout intermission after the flying enemy. The 
young noblemen, accustomed to attend him, all 
yielded, except Philip, the brother of Lysima
chus. He was in the blossom of nlanhood, and, 
it is evident, animated by no C0111mOn spirit. 
Incredible to relate, on foot, he kept up ,vith 
the king, ,vho ,vas lllounted, five hundred sta
dia. Lysinlachus repeatedly offered him hii 
horse: nor yet could he be induced to quit his 
royal nlaster, though loaded with his breast-plate 
and other arnlour. Afterwards, in a wood 
\vhere the enemy had concealed thelllselves, he 
displayed eminent gallantry, and protected the 
king, ,vho ,vas closely engaged. 'Vhen the 
Barbarians were driven fr0111 the coverts, that 
soul which had supported his frame in the heat 
of the conflict, fainted; a morbid s\veat suffused 
his limbs; he leaned against a tree; unable to 
stand, received into the arms of the king, he 
there expired. 

Another melancholy incident added to the 
affliction of Alexander. ,Returning to camp, he 
,vas informed of the death of Erig'yius, one of 
his lllost illustrious generals. The funerals of 
both were solemnized ,vith the highest pageants 
and hOllours. 



Cltap. Ill. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 229 

C .HA P. III. 

Spitamenes slain b.lJ his ~{£Jife. The Daha: surren
der. A le..raJlder replaces several satraps. 

12. HE had designed to march· against the 
Dahre, among ,vhom, he understood, ,vas Spita
'!llenes. But fortune, indefatigable in good offi
ces to hinl, effected, in his absence, as on Inany 
other occasions,' the object of his ll1editated ex
pedition. Spitamenes had a wife whom he loyed 
extravagantly: but she in endured to be carried 
about, his companion in every danger, in search 
of refuge in ever-changing exile. Employing 
all hel~ blandishments, she importuned hiln to 
ternlinate his flight, and to appease, by submis
sion, the victor, whose clemency he had once 
experienced, and ,vhose pursuit he could not 
evade. Her three children by him, in blooming 
adolescence, she brought, and caused them to 
hang upon the father; inlploring him at least to 
pity THEM, and, to enforce this appeal, exclaim
ing that Alexander ,vas not distant. Spitanle
nes, conceiving that he ,vas 110t counselled, but 
betrayed, and that confidence in her beauty 
nlade her impatient to fall into Alexander's 
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power, unsheathed his sabre, and, had not her bro
thers interposed, had killed her. He, however, 
comnlanded her to quit his presence, nlenacing 
her ,vith death, if she again met his sight. That 
he -lnight be less sensible of her, absence, he 
passed the nights ,vith his concubines. But 
inextinguishable love for her, ,vas inflanled by 
distaste for their C0111pany. He therefore de
voted himself, again, to her alone: but he con
jured her, ' Not to repeat her advice, but will
, ingly endure ,vith hilll \vhatever lot fortune 
e should present. To him death \vas l110re to
e let"able than submission.' She apologized: 
" If I have talked like a woman, in proposing 
" what I thought beneficial, fidelity directed 
" my intention: in future, I \vill implicitly 
cc adopt your pleasure." 

_ 13. Spitanlenes, delighted by her compliance, 
celebrated their reconciliation \vith a feast; 
and, oppress~d with luxuries and ,vine, 'was 
conveyed, half asleep, into her apartment. As 
soon as he ,vas in a deep sleep, his wife, with a 
s,vord which she had concealed under her robe, 
struck off his head, \vhich she gave, bleeding" 
to a man slave, ,vho was a confidant of her trea
son. 'Vith this attendant, imbrued as her ap
parel 'vas, she went to the l\Iacedonian canlp. 
She announced, that she had news for Alexan
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der, which it behoved him to hear fronl herself. 
Having caused her to be imlnediately introdu
ced, the king, observing on her spots of gore1 

imagined that she ,vas COlne to bewail some dis
110nour. He commanded her to speak freely. 
But she requested, that the slave, ,vhorn she 
had bidden to ,vait at the entrance, ll1ight be 
admitted. 

The slave, who had the head covered up 
under his cloak, exciting suspicion, had shown 
to the guards, when they began to search him, 
,vhat he ,vishecl to conceal >!\<. But pallor had 
disfigured the blood-drained visage; nor could 
it be fully identified. 

Alexander, infonned that the attendant had 
brought a hUlnan head, stepped out of the tent, 
and inquiring into the affair, hear.d the narrative 
of the ,slave. The king's mind ,vas now the 
seat of perplexing debate :-,That a renegade 
and trai tor ,vas taken oft: whose life ,vould have 
retarded his august plans, he estimated as a mo
nlentous benefit: On the other hand, a transcend .. 
ant enornlity roused his abhorrence,-the fe
nlale Barbarian had pedidiously murdered a hus
band, ,vho fro,ln HER deserved 1110St highly, and 
lvith ,vhOln she shared parental joys. The 

li Quid oculeret. Read as Qltid occltlcr,et. 
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foulness of the crime surpassed the gratefulness 
of the service. He caused to be proclaillled to 
her: "Depart from the camp, lest the more 
" clement Ininds and ll1anners of the Greek 
" soldiers should be depraved by entertaining 
" a pattern of savage licentiousness." 

The Dahre, knowing that Spitamenes ,vas 
slain, brought'Dataphernes, his confederate, in 
chains, to Alexander, and made their StibU1is
Slon. 

The king, relieved, in great part, fr0111 ascend
ant cares, hunt d his attention to avenge such 
subjects, as had suffered by the rapacity, or ty
ranny, of his provincial governors. The satrapy 
over the Mardians and Tapurians *, he therefore 
bestowed on Phrataphernes, with orders to send 
Phradates, his predecessor, in custody to the 
king. Stasanor ,vas substituted in place of 
Arsanes, lieutenant over the Drangre. In,to 
Ivledia, Arsaces ,vas detached, that Oxydates 
might retire. Babylon ,vas confided to Dedita
menes, Mazreus being dead. 

* Book vi. s. 9, 12, p. 89, 94, ante. 
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C I-I A P. IV. 

Storm on the march to Gabaza. The killg"s grace
.fit! treatment q;. a prj'cate soldier. He pillages 

the- count1"!J qf the Sacte. Proceedr to a pro
vince under Cohortanus; and marries Rox

ana. 

14. THESE regulations effected, Alexander 
broke up the army, \vhich had lain 'in winter
quarters exceeding two 111onth8, and proceeded 
toward a .tract c~lled Gahaza. The first day, 
calm, was favourable to 111arching; the next, 
not indeed vexatious and stormy, but less bright, 
closed with nlenac~s of approaching 1l1ischief. 
On the third lTIorning, lightning darted from 
eve~y part of the sky; dazzling flashes filled 
the soldiers \vith apprehensions for their eye
sight; recurring gloom, oppressed them \vith 
horror. The crash.of the elements had few 
pauses; the appearance of falling thunderbolts 
'was seen in every direction: the arnlY, aghast, 
hesi tated under their terrible effect. Now burst 
do\vn a torrent of rain and hail. The troops 
sheltered thenlselves under their bucklers, till 
their benumbed hands, glazed with ice, could 
no longer ~uppoi,t that covering. Not knowing 
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,vhat course to attempt, since ,vhithersoever 
they turned to avoid the tempest, it met theln 
w-ith increased ,violence, they broke their ranks, 
and ,vandered over all the ,vood. lVlany, ex
llausted with affright rather than fatigue, laid 
themselves 011 the gronnd, although the fallen 
rain was frozen~ Others leaned against trunks 
of trees, to n1any a shelter as well as a support: 
nor ,vere these ignoran t that they chose a place 
to die in, since vital heat would desert the n10
tionless; but the growing lethargy ,vas grateful 
to the harassed, nor did they refuse to die at 
rest. The storm ,vas not only furious, but per
severing; and the density of the ,vood concur
red ,vith the night-like blackness of the clouds, 
to exclude the genial consolation of light. 

15. Alexander, alone able to lueet these ills, 
perambulating anlong the forces, rallied the dis
persed, and assisted the prostrate to rise: Point
ing to snloke curling out of distant cottages, h~ 
encouraged thenl to elnbrace ,vhatever refuge 
presented itself. Nothing conduced 1110re to 
their safety, than shanle to abandon the king, 
'Vh01l1 they sa,v, \vith redoubling exertions, 
,yarding off the miseries under ,vhich they had 
co\vered. At length, necessity more availing in 
adversity than reason, found a ren1edy against 
the cold: they assailed the groves ,vi th axes, 
and every \vhcre fired stacks of wood. In pro
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spect, the fqrest 11lust have Inesented one con
tinued conflagration; for, between the blazing 
piles, roon1 ,vas barely left for the compallles to 
stand. The heat awakened their torpid lin}bs; 
and by degrees the. anilnal spirits, which gelation 
had obstructed, circulated freely. Some entered 
the huts of the Barbarians, which, embowered 
in remote thickets, exigency had explored; others 
pitched their tents, up.on dalnp ground indeed, 
but no\v the sky was hospitable. 

Of soldiers, labourers, and l11enials, these 
conspiring inclemencies swept off a thousand. 
Tnidition represents, that some of the ll1en frozen 
to death, resting against the trees, looked as 
though they ,vere alive and in conversation, stiff 
in the attitudes 'in which death surprised them. 
J\.ulong other incidents,-a private soldier, hold
ing out to carry his annour, at length gained 
the camp. The king, who was warming himself 
at a fire, on perceiving him, sprung froB} his 
seat, and having assiste(I the soldier, stricken 
with frost and nearly insensible, to take off his 
armour, desired him to sit down in his place. 
This nlaH, for some tin1e, kne\v neither ,vhere he 
'vas, nor by WhOll1 entertained. At length his 
vital heat \vas' restored, he saw the royal chair 
and the king, and rose up in affright. Alexan
der, observing this, said: "Are you ignorant, 
" fellow-soldier, hO,\T ll1uch happier the Idace
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" donians live under their king, than the Per
" sians? To these it ,vere death to sit in the 
" king's seat: it has preserved your life." 

Next day, he directed his convened friends 
and generals to proclaim, that he would com
pensate for ,vhatever losses had occurred. lIe 
amply fulfilled the promise; for Sysin1ithres, 
having brought a multitude of horses, two thou
sand camels, with divers herds and flocks,
Alexander, by a distribution of these among the 
troops, at once indemnified them, and delivered 
them frOtTI famine. 

Having honoured, ,vith public comn1end
ation, the grateful proceeding of Sysilnithres,
he caused the forces to-take ,vith thenl cooked 
provisions for six days, and n1arched against the 
Sacre. Of the spoil gained by ravaging their 
whole country, he presented thirty thousand~ 
head of cattle to Sysimithres. 

]6. Hence he passed into the district [of 
Gabaza,] over which ,vas satrap Cohortanus, a 
nobleman; ,vho, surrendering, claimed the king's 
protection. Alexander reinstated hi111 in Ilis 
governnlent, exacting nothing 1110re fr0111 him, 
than the Inilitary service of two of his three 
~ons. The satrap delivered the third, also, 
which the king had allowed hin1 to retain. 

[Alexander now visited the rock of Sysimi
thres. Oxartes, the friend of Sysilnitlues, had 
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himself a palace situate 'on this asylml1 *.] The 
banquet \vith which he entertained Alexander, 
he had arrayed ,vith Barbarian magnifice~ce. 
That the highest courtesies lnight adorn the 
day, he caused thirty noble virgins to be intro .. 
dnced, muong whOln \vas Roxana his own 
daughter. 1'0 sYlnmetry of form, she added _a 
grace of manner, rare in those countries. Thollgh 
in the Inidst of chosen beauties, she attracted the 
gaze of all the company, especially of the king, 
,vhose empire over his desires was no,v under
11lined by the indulgencies of fortune, against 
,vhich Ulan does not fortify hil11self \vith suffi
cient vigilance. Him, therefore, who had re
garded, with emotions no intenser than a father's, 
the wife and daughters of Darius, with whose 
charms none but Roxana's could support com
petition,-a transport of love, for a n1aid, \vhose 
extraction, contrasted with the royal pedigree, 
'vas lnean, ilnpelled thus to'speak: "To fix the 
" foundations of our empire, it is requisite that 
" the Persians and ~1acedonians should inter
"marry. By this expedient alone, can the 
" shalne of the vanquished, and the pride of the 

• That a member of this part of the narrati\-e has been lost, is 
evident from book x. ell. iii. s. 10. And that passage, with the 
testimony of Strabo, lib. xi. that the nuptials, which Curtius is pro
ceeding to relate, were solemnized at the rock of Sy~imithrcs, fonu$ 
the basis of this supplement. 
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" conquerors, be extinguished. Thus Illy an
" cestor Achilles wedded a captive. Let none 
" deelll, that a corrupt example is to be intro
" duced: truly, I will have solenlnized a lawful 
" union with Roxana." 

A joy which he had not hoped, ravished the 
father as he heard this speech: and 

OI!Jmp. cxiii. 1. 1 k . 1 1 f 1t le iug, In t le ,varnl t 1 0 lis.A. c. 327. 
JEtl/t. Alex. 29. passion, ordered that bread should 

Reg. 9. be brought. This was the 1110st 
Imp. 3. 

sacred Syillbol of a bridal engage
ment anlong the l\Jacedonians: the bread, cut 
in two with a s\vord, is tasted by each of the 
parties. By food so plain and easily procured, 
the founders of the custonl, I conjecture, in
tended to signify, to the pair joining their lots, 
,vith hO\\T little they ought to be contented. 

Thus, the king of Asia and Europe nlarried 
a lady introduced at an entertainnlent; design
ing, by offspring frOlTI a captive, to furnish the 
victors ,vith a sovereign. His friends felt in
,yard shame, that he should, alnid the blandish
nlents of the table, choose a father-in-Ia\v froln 
among his vassals. But, liberty of speech hav
ing been taken away since Clitlls' death, their 
faces smiled assent. In dressing the face, the 
service of a despot chiefly lies. 
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CHAP. V. 

Preparations for the Indian war. Catenes slain 
in battle. Bubacene reduced. Ale<vander, ar
rogating divine honours, is oppoJed by the Ma

cedonians: Speech qf Callisthenes. 

17. INTENDING to proceed to India, and 
thence to the Ocean, Alexander, that no com
Illotion might start up in his rear to ernbarass 
his plans, directed that thirty thousand young 
ll1en should be picked out of all the provinces, 
armed, and sent to his standard, to serve at once 
as hostages and soldiers. Yet further, he de
tached Craterus [into Parretacene *] to pursue 
I-Iaustanes and Catenes, ,vho had revolted: Haus
tanes, in consequence, ,vas taken prisoner, and 
Catenes fell in battle. Polysperchon, likewise, 
subdued the district called Bubacene. 

Having established all his governments, 
Alexander turned his consideration to the expe
dition against India. This country was esteemed 
rich, 110t in gold only, but in gems and pearls, 
,vhich ,vere applied to excessive decoration ra

,. The name of t11e place is introduced fi'om Arrian. 
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ther than Inagnificence. The soldiers' shields 
were said to glitter with gold and ivory. 

That he n1ight not, e:x~elling others, be sur
passed by, the Indians, he plated the targets of 
his warriors \vith silver, and furnished the horses 
\vi~h golden bits; the cuirasses he embellished, 
some with si1ver, and some ,,,ith gold. One 
hundred and twenty thousand Inen followed the 
king to this war:. for which, every thing ,vas 
now prepared. 

Deeming the conjuncture favourable to an 
object ,vhich his corrupted mind had long che
rished; he began to con~ert in ,vhat manner he 
should take upon him celestial honours. Not 
satisfied to be styled, he was desirous that man
kind sl~ould believe that he 'yas Jupiter's son; 
as though he had the same authority over their 
lllinds, as over their tongues. He required t~e 
Macedonians, therefore, to salute him as 'vor
shippers, prostrating themselves on tl~e ground, 
in the manner of the Persians. To stimulate' 
his prurient pride, adulation was not w~nting, 
the perpetual b~ne of kings, w"hich ruins more 
than the fierces~ hostility. The Macedonians 
are to be exculpated, for none of then1 could en
dure "to s\verve fron1 their national custOlns: but 
the Greeks i~ the king's train, sullied the pro
fession of the liberal arts by corrupt Inanners. 

18. One Agis, an Argive, the'most contemp· 
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tible of poets, next to Chrerilus; and Cleo, a 
Sicilian, from the vice of his nation, and frOln 
disposition, a profligate flatterer; ,vith other 
offal from various cities ;-These could gain 
access to AI~xande~, before his relatives or ge
nerals. Th~se opened heaven to him, and cried, 
that. Hercules and Bacchus,. ,vith Castor and 
Pollux, ,vould give ,yay to the ne,v deity . 

. On a festival, the king, therefore, had a ban
quet prepared ,vith every gorgeous display: to, 
,vhich were invited the chief of his friends, 
Macedonians and Greeks,. ,vith his ,nobles. 
After having occupied a couch» confestive with 
them a short hour,' he ,vithdre\v. Then Cleo, as 
it had been contrived, pegan, In' the tone of admi
ration" a discourse on the king's exploits. ·c He 
, recounted favours conferred on the people by 
',AJexander, for ,vhich there ,vas a grateful re
, turn in their pO'wer,-to acknowledge hiln as 
.' a god ,vhorn they illight perceive to be one, 
, repayirlg mighty favours with a little frank
! incen$e. The Persians acted not only ,vith 
, piety, but ,vith prudence, in .adoring their 
.' lllonarchs as gods, for the lnajesty of empire 
., was its .protection. Hercules and Bacchus, 
, indeed, ,vere not deified, before they had 
, overcome the envy of contemporaries *. The 

. • The .inconsequential, and even stupid, tenor of the arguments, 
is in character with the speaker. And, correspoll~ently, amidst both 

VOL. II. R 
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, faith of after-ages is regulated by ,vhat a 
.' coeval generation attests. However others 
, might hesitate, he intended to prostrate his 
.t body, at the king's reappearance in the ban
t quet. It concerned the rest to take the sanle 
, course, especially those endowed with ,vis
, dOln; such ought, indeed, to lead the way in 
, ,vorshipping the king.' 

19. Against C~llisthenes, whose severity 
and bold freedom ,vere odious to the king, this 
speech 'vas, not ambiguously, pointed; as though 
the Macedonians ,vere ready to pay the required 
honour, and he alone prevented it. 

Callisthenes, on ,vhom all eyes ,vere turned, 
-silence having been lnade, thus began.: "If the 
" king- had heard thy oration, not a ,vord from 
" us had been necessary in reply; for he would 
-" have required thee, not to instigate him to 
" degenerate into foreign nlanners, and to for
" bear from disturbing our, complacent achnira
" tion of his acts1 by thy foul adulation. But 
" since he is absent, I ,vill ans\ver thee for hiln. 

,solid and artful reasoning, the dangerous talent of wit sparkles in 
the defence of Philotas. Shall we not attribute the ever-varying, 
appropriate traits in the speeches, to a higher quality, in the historian, 
than invention? A habit of measuring ancient manners by a roo

:dern scale, has made it common to speak of the. orations,. which fill 
a prominent place in ancient chapters, as, for the most part, embel

.1ishments of the writers. But scepticism often discriminates as 
'feebly as credulity. 
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.Il No untimely' fruit is lasting. So far froln 
" conferring divine honours on the king, thou 
-u robbest him of theln. For before the demi
" god will win belief, time must intervene; it 
" is posterity that gives this reward to heroes. 
" l\1yown prayer is,-Late be the king received 
" among the celestials; may his life be pro
" tracted; his nlajesty, eternal. An apotheosis 
" is, S0111etil11es, yielded to the departed-ne-
C( ver, to the living. . 

" Thy adduced examples of immortals by 
"consecration, are Hercules and Bacchus~ 

" Dost thou think, that they \vere made gods 
~' by the decree of a convivial circle? Their 
" lnortal nature ,vas removed from vie,v, before 
" fame carried thelll into heaven. 

" Thou and I, Cleo, are, forsoot11, forming 
" gods! The king will receive .authority for his 
" divinity fr0111 us! Try thy power: make one 
" of us into a king, if thou mould the king into 
~' a god; it is easier to besto,van empire, tha~ 
" heaven. 

" May the propitious gods, unprovoked by 
" the sacrilegious words of Cleo, suffer our af~ 
~' fairs to go on in a successful course, and grant 
" us to be content with oui- tried customs. I anl 
" not ashame4 of my country, nor desirous to 
" be taught by the Persians in ,vhat Dlanner I 
~' am to pay homage to my king. They, in-

R~ 
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(, deed, are the conquerors, if from them we 
" receive laws." 

20. Callisthenes \vas heard with unwaver
ing attention, as the assertor of the public li
berty. Nor did, he obtain silent' approbation 
~erely, but loud support, partic~lar]y from the 
elders, who were aggrieved by an alien innova
tion on their ancient usages. 

The king was not a stranger to \vhat passed 
between the different speakers; for he stood 
behind the arras \vhich skreened the range of 
couches. He, therefore, sent an intimation to 
Agis and Cleo, to let the discussion cease, and 
to be content, that the Barbarians only, at his 
return, should fall down before him. 

Soon aftenvards, as though 'he had been 
transacting affairs of mbnlent, he rejoined his 
guests,' 'Vhile the Persians \vere \vorshipping 
him" Polysperchon, who sat ab~ve the king, re
cOlnmendecl one of them, who touched the floor 
with his chin, 'To hit it harder against the 
'ground.' This jest elicited the ire of Alexan
der, w1:0 said to hilTI: "Thou wilt not then 
" reverence TIle? Do we seem to thee, alone, 
" worthy of mockery?" Polysperchon replied, 
, That he deemed neither the king to deserve 
, derision. ilor himself contempt.' Then Alex
ander dragged him from the couch, and flung 
hiln on the ground, and, as he lay prostrate, 
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said:' (' Thou art doing, clost thou see, the same 
" thing that thou wast ridiculing in annther!" 
Having ordered hinl into custody, he dismissed 
th~" asselnbly. After ~ long confinelnent, he 
pardoned Polysperchon. 

C HAP. VI. 

(7ollspiracy if Hermolaus, Sostratus, and others. 
Callisthenes arrested with them. 

C:ALLISTHENES, \vhom he had l()n~' sus.. 
pected of pertinacious opposi tion, was the ~bject 
of his deeper resentment: for wreaking it, an 
opportunity speedily. occurred. 

21. With the l\lacedonian llobility, it was 
the custom, as already * noticed, to deliYer their 
adult sons to the king, for offices not far difter
ent from menial: They watched, alternateJy~ by 
night at the king's chamber-door; they nltl'o" 
duced the concubines by another entrance than 
that before which the soluiers kept guard; t'rOlU 

the groonls they received, and hlought to the 
king, horses prepared for him to 1110U11t; they 

• Pages 11 and 12, ante. 
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attended him at the chase, and in battle. They 
,vere educated in all the liberal arts and sciences. 
Their chief distinctions-they were allowed to 
sit at table \vith the king, and no one had power 
to chastise then1 but himself. This band served 
as a seluinary of generals and sub-governors. 
Hence, posterity received their kings, whose 
respective lines, after many reigns, \vere de
prived of their dominions by the Romans. 

Hennoiaus, a young nobieman in this royal 
band, having tossed his spear at a wild boar, 
,vhich the king had intended to strike, was se
verely flogged, by his order. Aggrieved by th~s 
ignominious treatment, Hermolaus complained 

. of it to S03tratus, a colleague zealously attached 
to him. Sostratus, sympathizing with his lace
rated friend, and perhaps ill-affected to\vard the 
king on some personal account, stimulated the 
incensed youth to conspire to assassinate the 
king.. They bound themselves to Inutual fide
lity. They did not proceed to the heinous deed 
with puerile imp~tience; but- artfully gained 
select. confederates, Nicostratus, Antipater the 
son of Asclepiodorus, and Philotas; and by 
these \vere associated 4nticles, Elaptonius, and 
Epimenes. 

22. Nevertheless, no easy way lay open to 
effect the catastrophe: it was necessary for them 
all to be on duty together, that they might not 
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be obstructed by comrades unacquainted 'with 
the plot: it happened, however, that one ,vas on 
guard one night, and another another. Two and 
thirty days were consumed in changing -their 
turns of attendance, and in other preparative 
arrangements. 

It was no\V the night, that the conspirators 
formed the guard, congratulating their mutual 
fidelity, which had survived the trial of so many 
days. Neither fear 110r hope had chang~d them, 
so strong ,vas their resentnlent against the king, 
or their constancy to each other. 

At the door of the apartnlent in ,vhich the 
king was banqueting, they ,vaited to conduct 
him into his bed-.chamber, ,vhen he ~hould rise 
from table.. But, in unison with his fortune, 
conviviality urged him and his guests to drink 
yet more de.eply; and entertaining interludes:ll< 
prolonged tlle tinle. ,\Vith this, the conspira
tors were, alternately pleased, because they 
should have .a 111an nodding with insensibility 
to fall upon; .and alternately alarmed, Ie.st the 
festivity shoul(l be protracted till nlorning,
for at dawn t.hey were to be reliev.ed, ~even 

iJays 111ust pass before their tur~ ~yould .recur, 
and they could not rely that, meanwhile, every 
.accessary ,vould r~main f~ithfuI.. 

• Page 76, line :10, ante. 
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At- the approach of day, 110\VeVer, the com~ 
pany dispersed. The conspirators, happy in an 
opportunity to execute their crime, ,vere receiv
ing the king !-When a woman, of Inelancholy 
habits, accustomed to haunf the pal~ce,. and 
supposed to utter predictions by inspiration, as 
he was going out, placed herself to obstruct 
him, and ,vhile her count~nance and eyes ex.., 
pressed the commotion of her mind, advised 
hipl to return to festivity. He ans,vered, 'in a 
jesting tone, 'That th~ gods counselled ,veIl;' 
and, having called back his friends, continued 
the ~nt~rtainment till the second hour after 
sun-fIse. 

23. N O'V,- others of the band had succeeded 
to the station' before the bed-chamber door. 
The conspirators yet kept their post, though 
their duty was terminated;· so obstinate is 
hope, when all ullgoverned 'will absorbs the 
understanding. 

Alexa~der addn~ssed these more courteously 
than usual; and desired them to retire to rest, 
since they l1ad watched all ni~ht: conlmending 
the zeal which detained thenl on guard after 
they had been re~ieyed, he prOlnised each a 
re\vard amounting to two talent~ and. five 
P1Inas. 

Supremely disappointed, they ,vent home. 
To the next night of ~ttendance the rest impa
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tiently looked: but Eumenes,. either suddenly 
changed by the king's urbanity to him and his 
accOlnplices, or persuaded that the gods opposed 
their undertaking, disclosed the affair to his bro
ther Eurylochus.. 

The punishment of Philotas ,vas painted on 
every memory. Eurylochus, therefore, instant.. 
Iy seized his brother, and carried him to the pa
lace. He announced to the guards of the pre
sence, that he brought intelligence which con
cerned the king's safety. The unseasonable 
hour, his visible perturbation, and the dejection 
of his companion, alarmed Ptolemy and Leon
natus, who guarded the chamber-door. They 
therefore opened it, took in a light, and awak
ened the king, oppressed with ,vine and sleep. 
Having, by degrees, collected his mind, he ask
ed, & What ,vas their business?' Before the in
tervention of a mOlnent, Eurylochus said: 
" The gods have not entirely abandoned my 
.(, family; for although my brother dared to 
" concur in an inlpious crilne, he has repented, 
" and employs me to make a most important 
"discovery. On this last night, a treasonable 
" contrivance ,vas to have been executed, by 
" parties whom your n1ajesty would last 5US

tr pect." Then EUlnenes detailed the origin 
and progress of the plot, with the nanles of the 
~onspirators. 
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24. Callisthenes, it is certain, ,vas not 
named as a party to the treason,-but as wont 

, to lend a ready ear to the youths pouring out 
invective and scandal against the king. Some 
,vriters add, that ,vhen I-Iermolaus complained 
to him of the king's having subjected him to 
the rod, Callisthenes answered, ' That they 
C aught to remember that they ,vere now 
, men.'-It ,vere doubtful, Inoreover, ,vhether 
he said this, to comfort hiIn under his suffer. 
ings, or to aggravate his discontent. 

The king, whose drowsiness ,vas dispelled 
by a vivid il11age of the danger which he had 
escaped,-imnlediately directed, that Eurylo
.chus should receive fifty talents, with the rich 
estate of one Tyridates. His brother he restored, 
before Eurylochus could solicit his pardon9 
But he. ordered the rest of the conspirators, 
and with them Callisthenes, to be confined in 
irons. After these had been brought to the 
palace, he reposed all that day, and the follow
ing night, 1ethargic ,vith drinking and sit
ting-up. 

On t.he succeeding day, he summoned a ge
neral assenlbly, at which ,vere present the fa
thers and relatives of the accused, exposed to 
vital peril thelllseives, inasmuch as the ~Iacedo
nian customs consigned to death all ,vho ,vere 
allied by blood to traitors. 
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By his command, aU the prisoners were 
brought in, except Callisthenes. They admit
ted the charges. While reprobation ,vas bur-st
ing from a thousand tongues, the king asked 
them, ' For \vhat offence of his, they had con .. 
• tJ'ived so wicked a plot?' 

C HAP. VII. 

The Speech of ]iermolaus. 

25. "Yau put the question, as if you ,vere 
lC indeed ignorant of the cause:" TVhile stupor 
hound the rest in silence, Hermolaus 11 eplied: 
" We conspired your death, because you began 
" to treat us, not like free-born men, but like 
H sIaves"- - His father, Sopolis, starting up, 
cried: ' Parricide of thy parent, as well as thy 
, king!' and, laying his /zand on his son'.s mouth, 
said, ' That a boy, whom guilt and ,vretched
, ness rendered insane, ought not to be suffered 
, to say any nlore.' The king, silencing the .[a
ther, commanded Hermolaus to speak \vhat he 
had learned frOlll his master Callisthenes. 

" Availing myself of your -favour," said 
Hermolaus, " I shall utter wl1at the grievances 
~. of all have taught us. \Vhat number of 1\1a... 
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" cedonian5 . survive your cruelty? how few, 
" that are not of ignoble blood! Attalus, Phi
" Iotas, Parmenio, Alexander the Lyncestean, 
" and Clitus, contending ,vith the fierceness of 
(' the enemy, could live, could support the bat
" tIe, could cover you with their shields, re
" ceiving ,vounds to purchase for you victory 
" and glory. Ho\v illustrious your requital! 
(' The blood of one of them stains your table. 
" Another had not, indeed, 50 easy a death. 
" The conductors of your armies on the rack, 
" ,,,ere a gratifying spectacle to the Persians 
" wholn they had conquered. Panllenio, by 
" whom you had destroyed Attal~s, ,vas slaugh
" ~ered without being suffered t9 plead. Thus 
" yo.u employ the hands of the wretched in 
" dark executions, and cause the instruments of 
" your nlllfders to be in their turn dispatched 
" by others"- - Now clamours against Her
rnolaus s'll'elled to uproar; and his father, with his 
STl'ord, drawn and raised, had struck him, unless 
he had been restrained by the king, 'Who ordered 
Hermolaus to proceed, and desired the assembly 
patiently to hear the criminal lliultiply causes 
for his punishment. 

26. Those 'with difficulty repressed, Hermo~ 

lau~ 1'esumed: "How liberally .you permit 
" youths, unskilled in oratory, to plead their 
" cause! but the voice of Callisthcnes is im...· 
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" mured in prison, because he alone knows ho\v 
" to speak. '''hy.is he not brought forth, 
" while even avowed conspirators are ;heard? 
" You. shrink from the free speech of that in.. 
" nocent man; you could not bear his look. 
" I strenuously nlaintain that he has done no
" thing: Here they stand, who meditated with 
" me the glorious stroke. Not one of us can 
" alledge, that Callisthenes ,vas privy to our 
" design; ho,vever long he may have been de
" voted to death by a Illost just and most for
" giving king. Of t~e lVlacedonians, \vhose 
" blood you ,vaste as though it were super
" fluous and \vorthless, these are the rewards. 
~, But you possess captured treasures, which are 
" transported by thirty thousand nntIes, ,vhile 
" your soldiers have nothing to take home but 
" gratuitous scars. All these ills \ve could, 
~, however, endure, till you surrendered us to 
" the Barbarians, and, by a new procedure, 
" subjected th~ victorious to the yoke. The 
" Persian garb and discipline delight you: 
" your country's manners you detest. It was, 
" therefore, the king of the Persians, not of the 
" l\;Iacedonians, that we would have killed; 'we 

" arraign you as a deserter, by the rules of ,var. 
" To THEE, thou hast required the IVlacedollians 
" to kneel as to a god. You renounce your fa
" ther Philip; and \vere any of the gods es
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" teemed greater than the Thunderer, THOU 

" ,vouldst discard Jupiter. Is it strange .that 
" the free-born cannot brook your arrogance? 
" In you what trust can be reposed by us, 
." who must either die innoce.nt victims, or, 
" which were ,vorse, live slaves? If your 
" 'amendment be practicable, you are jndebted 
" to me, since I have first dared to' tell you 
." what free minds cannot sublnit to. I will 
" kneel to you to spare our. parents: Oh! do 
" not load with tonnellts disconsolate age, your 
" old soldiers bereaved of offspring. As for 
.H ourselves, lead us to execution, . that \ve may 
" obtain by our own death, the release froln sla
" very which ,ve proposed from yours." Thus, 
Hermolaus. 

C HAP. VIII. 

Ale.l'ander's reply to Hermolaus. 

'27.. ~, How false," said the king to the as: 
sembly, " are all the things ,vhich he has been 
" repeating after his master, appears from my 
" forbearance! For after ~e had pleaded guilty 
" to the highest enornlity, I prevailed on you 
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" to hear him as ,veIl as myself; although I 
" ,vas not ignorant that this assassin would 
" vent the cur-like phrenzy ,vhich prompted 
" him to kill ll1e, ,vhOln he ought to have re~ 

" vered as a paren t. 
" Lately, when he insolently forgot his sta" 

" tion at the chase, I caused him to be correct
" ed, agreeably to the nationa1 usage, and the 
" practice of former kings of l\Iacedon. . This 
" ,discipline is as necessary as that which pupils 
" receive fro111 their tutors, and wives from 
" their husbands: nay, '\ve even suffer OUf 

" slaves to chastise boys of his age. This is 
" my cruelty toward him, ,vhich he ,vould re~ 
" venge by aI~ impious murder. Toward hi~ 

" com panions, who do not com pel Ine to vio .. 
" late my disposition, how mild I am, you all 
" kno\v; to Inention it \vas needless. 

" I aln not surprised that Hermolaus can.. 
" not approve punishments inflicted on parri .. 
" cides, since he has incurred siulilar; so that 
(C ,vhen he justifies Parmenio and Philotas, he 
" defends his O\Vll 'cause. Alexander the Lyn
" cestean, however, charged by two ,vitnesses 
" ,vith conspiring against nly life, I twice par
" doned. On a third infonnation, I respi ted his 
" trial three years *, till yourselves required that 
" the criminal should satisfy the sentence due. 

:) Page 138, ante. 
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" You all remember th(lt A ttalus invaded Iny 
" life before I was king. Clitus I \voulcl 
" that he had not conlpelled nle to an act of ac
" cUlnulated wrath: but his unadvised scurrili
" ties on Ine and yourselves, I bore longer, than 
" he \vould have borne the same expressions 
" from me. The clenlency of kings and com
H manders does not depend exclusively on their 
" own dispositions, but equally on those of the 
"governed. Authority is conciliated by obe
" diencc: but \vhen respect is abjured, and the 
" highest are confounded with the lowest, ,ve 
U are necessitated by violence to, repel vio
H lence. 

" 'Vhat ,vonder that he charges even cruelty 
" upon me, who has the effrontery to reproach 
" Ine \vith avarice!/ I shall not appeal to you. 
" individually, lest I should render illy liberali
" ty invidious, and a burden on your modesty. 
" Survey the \vhole arnly: they who recently 
"'had but nlilitary equipments, no\v recline 011 

" beds of silver, their tables groan under vessels 
" of gold, trains of slaves attend them, their 
" riches ,von fr0111 the enemy they caunot ,veIl 

" transport. 
ee But it is objected, that the Persians ,vhom 

" \ve have subdued, enjoy princely houours Uil
". der me. If I do not domineer haughtily over 
" the conquered, what is that but an evidence 

.-" of illy Inoderation? I did not enter Asia, to 
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" 'exterminate whole nations, nor to make a de. 
" sert of half the worid,-but that the van
" quished might not regret nly victories. Thi~ 
" stimulates theln to fight in cooperation with 
" you; and they whom severity w'ould have 
" made rebels, shed their blood to enlarge your 
"empire. Acquisitions, kept by the s\vord; 
" cannot be permanent; the obligation o~ be: 
~' nefits is eternal. If ,ve propose to retain 
" Asia, and not lnerely' pass through it, ou~ 
" clemency must e~brace the people, and thei~ 
" fidelity will confirm and perpetuate our domi": 
"nion. Ourselves have more than ,ve can use; 
" and insatiable lnust be the avarice ,vhich 
" ,vould fill higher ,vhat already overflo\vs. 

" But, further, I am transferring the man .. 
ce ners of Asia to the :Nlacedonians! Truly, in 
" some of its numerous nations, I can see traits 
" which ,ve need not blush to imitate. Nor 
" can so extended an empire he suitably govern. 
" ed, unless w'e communicate some customsr 
" -and adopt others. . 

" It had nearly excited nlS laughter, wheh, 
'e the traitor required Ine to disown Jupiter, hy 
" whose oracle I anl recognised. Do the an .. 
" swers of the gods depend on lne? IIamlnon, 
fC conferred on me the title of son. In our 
"wars, our acknowledgment of it has 11ot, 
H been unavailing. I ,vish that the Indiahs 

VOL. It. 



!S8 QUINTUS CURTIUS. hook PIll 

" may also be persuaded that I am a god. 
-" Success in arms depends greatly on falne; 
°c, and, many times, an accredited fiction has 
I" obtained equal triumphs with truth. 

" Do you imagine that it was to pamper 
tc luxury, that I adorned your arms ~ith gold 
" and silver? To the Indians, with whom no
" thing is more common than those metals, I 
" would show, that the Macedonians, unequal
" led in other respects, are not to be surpassed 
" in opulence. Their eyes prepared to encoun
" ter invaders in poor and sordid arraY1 I will 
" strike ,vith glitter: they shall be taught that 
(' ,ve come, not to ravish their silver and gold, 
" but to finish the conquest of the \vhole world. 

0" From this glory, thou, parricide! ,vouldst 
" have debarred us~ and have sacrificed the Ma
c,' cedonians, destitute of a king, to the con
,', quered nations. 
. "Thou hast recommended thy parents to 

(C my mercy! It were a violation of no (~uty, 
" not to inform thee ho\v I shall dispose of 
" them, that thou mightest die touched more 
" acutely with ren1orse, if thou ~ast filial re
" membrance and affection :-But, long since, 
" I abrogated the custom of punishing the 
" innocent relatives of criminals; and I pro
" ~'aim that they shall all retain their ho-, 
" nours. 
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'-' I know 'vhy thou willest rue to introduce 
" thy Callisthenes, to wbom alone thou seemest 
t, a man, because thou art an assassin,-in or-" 
" der that he might here repeat the same scan .. 
" dalous things which thou, having fresh learn
tt ed, hast been reciting before this assembly. 
" Had he been a Macedonian, the worthy tutor 
" had been brought in with his pupil: but all 
" Olynthian is excluded from the_ privilege." 
. After this speech, Aiexander dismissed the 

council; and caused the condemned to be de
livered to the other members of the band,
,vho, to prove their ~llegiance; inflicted on the 
criminals a cruelly. prottacted execution. Cal
listhenes also died under torture.: He was in
nocent of the conspiracy; but he ,vas not fitted, 
for a court, by the disposition of a flatterer~ No 
homicide excited in the Greeks stronger disaf
fection toward Alexander, inasmuch as Callist
henes possessed the highest probi ty and learn
ing; by him, Alexander was reconciled to life, 
when, having slain Clitus, he ,vould have de
stroyed himself by abs~inence. The king did 
not simply kill the philosopher ,vithout a trial, 
but tortured him. His cruelty ,vas succeeded 
too late by penitence. 

s 2 
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C HA P. nC 

Commencement rf' the Indian e,vpedition. De
scription if India. Philosoplzers. J1Ianner of 
computing time. 

,28. THAT he" might not pamper inactivity, 
the mother of runl0urs, Alexander advanced to
,vard India; con~tantly acquiring more lustre 
by victories, than he maintained after them. 

Almost the whole of India trends eastward *: 
it is less in breadth than in length. I1:1tercept
ing the South-wind, are tracts of elevated table
iand: several celebrated rivers, ,vhich have their 

... Strabo, a superior geographer to Cnrtius, as he was professedly 
a topographical writer, 'in his Map of the Climates of the World, 
includes the modern Thibet and China under the name India. Per
haps Curtius, contemplating such :..n erroneous representation of 
India, may mean to say, that a great portion of its boundary was 
formed by the Eastern Sea. 'The remarkabte apology with '~hich 
Strabo introduces his account of India, is an appeal for indulgence 
which all the ancient writers on the same subject require, and may, 
on similar grounds, claim. He professed to be entering on the ac.. 
c~unt of a country very remote, and which few persons had visited; 
and of these many having 'Visited (lnlg asmall pa~t of the country, 

had related things either from hearsay, or, at the best, from hasty re
marks made as they passed along, on military service, or 011 a jour
lley. He admits that few of the traders from the Arabian Gulf had 

reached the Ganges. Strabo, lib. x.v. 
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sources in mount Parapamisus~ convey their be· 
nign currents through the plains. The Indus is 
colder than the other strealns; the complexion of 
its waters, is not greatly different from that of 
the sea. The Ganges, a distinguished river, at 
its rise * flows southward, in a direct channel, 
alon'g the ridge of the principal mountains t; 
afterwards, opposing crags give its course an 
eastward inclination, although it is ultilnately 
received by the Erythrrean sea. Riving its 
banks, it sweeps away, through ramified chan· 
nels, trees and extensive portions of soil. Ob
structed by rocks, it often takes a returning di~ 
rection; but where it finds a yielding ted, it 
oozes, and forms islands. The Acesines t swells 
it, just before its discharge into the ocean; 
Their collision is furious; ·for the Ganges meets
the tributary streanl in a narrow estuary, and 

:1/1 Modern disquisitions on the source of the Ganges, however able~ 
are not deemed decisive; and it remains to be settled, if not to be 

explored. 
t Several modern travellers, chiefly Chinese missionaries, attest, 

that the Ganges, in its course, perforates a mountalll, and tails into 
a bason, which it has worn in the rock: Of this celebrated cata
ract, called Gangoutra, or the'Caw's Mouth, the JcsuitTietfenthaler. 
lias laid down the latitude in 33 deg. And we are illforn!ed, by 
Major Renllell, J.l.fem. p. 233, that the Grmges wanders above eight. 

hundred miles ill a mountainous tract, beft)re it escapes from it. . 
-t The modern Burrampooter. B~t CurtlUs has misnamed it; for. 

the Acesines, or Jenaub, falls into the Indus. See book ix. ell. iv. 
5.10. 
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th~ conflicting torrents repel each other *. The 
Dyardenes t is the less men tioned in the report~ 
of travellers, because it runs through the remote 
parts of India: but [in common with the other 
rivers of the country,] it J?ot only cherishes cro
codiles, like the Nile, ~llt dolpnins, and variou~ 
aquq.tic nlonst~rs unknown in oth~r r~gions. 

Th~ Eryrpanthus t 'wantons in succ~ssive mean~ 
ders ;-diverted by' the inhabitants into canal~ 
for the purpose of irrigation,_ it loses its na1~e 
before its diminished waters reach the sea. IndiC!: 
is intersected py several other rivers, of com
paratively little not~, pec~~se their course is Ies~ 
e~ten~kd. 

~9. The ijlaritjme parts-are most scorched by 
the North winds, which, excluded by ridges of 
1l1Quntains, do not penetrate to the interior § 

.. Thus we have no mention of the Delta formed by the several 
mouths of the Ganges. 

t What river Curtius thus designates, it is unavailing to conjecture. 
But the Bain Gonga would correspond with the yagu~ description; 
it was first discovered to Europeans 'by the l~te Colonel Camac: it 
penetrates vast teak forests, 'in ~ c~untry in central Hindostan; sin
g~lar(y wild and litt~e explored, inhabited oy uncivilized people. . 

t This river has no features ~ufficiently marked to ~eten~ine its 
situation. 

§ This difficult passage is rendered more comprehensible, by re
collecting, that great part of the coast, of the peninsulas of Hindostan 
an~ India beyond the Ganges, runs in a direction nearly from North 
to South; so that intercepting heights might shelter the interior, 
without necessarily preventing the North winds from sweeping along 
great portions of the coast. 
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tracts: hence these are favourable to the pro
duction of fruits. Nevertheless, in this region 
the earth inverts the t.imes of the seasons, so 
that while other coul~trie~ are under the fiercest 
dominion of the sun, snows fall [or the local 
concomitants of ,vinter are experienced] in In
dia,-and ,vhen our fields are, frozen, the heat 
is there .intolerable: nor has the caus~ of this 
variation been discovered. 

The sea washing India varies not in colour 
from other sea~. I t deriv~d ~ts name fronl king 
Erythras; on which account, the ignorant have 
believed the water to be red. The land is pro
lific of flax, [cotton *?] of which the garments 
of the people aloe chiefly formed. The pliant 
in ternal bark of the trees, receives wri tten cba-· 
racters, in the nlanner of paper. The bird& Inay 
be taught to inlitate the articulations of the hu
Inan voice. Here are animals in other countries 
unknown, unless transported thither. India 
n.ourishes the rhinoceros: but the breed is not 
indigenous. The. elephants are more powerful 
tllan those tamed in Africa; and their size cor
responds to their strength. Gold is ,vashed 
down by several rivers, whose loiteri~g stream~ 
glide with a serene and gentle tenor. The sea 
discharges gems and pearls upon the shore: nor 

" See the note!, p i64; infra. 
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has any thing more contributed to the opulence. 
of the natives, especially sinc.e commerce has 
spread to foreign nations, a vicious taste for 
costly ornaments; for these ex creations of the 
foaming s~a ar~ appreciated qt ,vhatever lux\lry 
will give *. 

As in other places, a bias is given to the 
mil1d by local circumstances. Th~ inhabitants 
invest their heads in rolls of muslin t, and cover 

",. The two pearls ornam~nting the ear-rings of Cleopatra, we\'e 
valued at £161,458. Plin. N(lt. Hist t lib. ix. c~ 35. 

t Linteis. ORIG.--T~e reader who is indifferent whether this 
be translated linen or muslin, will pass ov~~ this' and the next note. 
The Latin lahours undel;' a deficiency of definite words for the various 
materials of drapery~ The ancient Romans had a very imperfect 
acquaintance with ~~ woven fabrics of India ~ and Dr. Robertson 
[Pisquisition on India, edit. 1804, p. 320,] infers, that the use of 
the cotton mapufactures of India was not common among the R~ 
mans, ~ecause a Rescript [in Justinian. Digest, lib. xxxix. tit. iVa 
s. 16, attributed to Marcu~ Antoninus and Conunodus] on the" parti"'l 
~, cular a~ticles liable to duties at Alexandria," does not enumerate 
the various kinds of cottop manufactures" a~ it does the vaJ;'ious kinds 
pf spices and gems. Dr, Vincent, [Periplus of tile Erythrean Sea, 
part II. Appendix:] comparing the Imports named in the Digest 
with the Exports from I~dia detailed i~ the Periplus, finds in the 
former the following articles: B!lsslts, Tlt~NSLATED BY lUM Cottol\ 
Goods--Karpasus, fine Muslin~Sindones, possibly, fine Cottons. 
Hence, and from the eyidence in the next note, it appears that the 
J;Ileanings assigned in the Latin di~tionaries to these words require to 
be revised i and that the latitude of byssus, karpaslts or carbaslls, and 
sindon, will embrace any fin~ woven fabric, whether of linen, cotton, 
or silk. N or must linteum. always be restrained to "linen." Pre-, 
J:ise terms cannot be expected from the Greek or Roman authors" 
,vho were totally ~nir;lform~d as to the basis of mQst of t~e exotiy 
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~eir bodies ,vith calico * down to the feet, 
which they bind with sandals. Those distin .. 
guished by rank or opulence, have precious 
s.tones suspended fronl their ears, and ,vear on 
their wrists and a.rms bracelets of gold. They 
freq';1ently comb their hair, ,vhich they seldom 

piece-goods. "Fpr many centuries after the use of silk had be
~, come common," says Dr. Robertson," they had not any certain 
" knowledge either of the countries to which they were indebted for 
" this favourite article of elegance, or of the manner in which it was 
"produced, By some, silk was supposed to be a fine down adher
" ing to the leaves of certaiu trees or flowers; others imagined it to 
" be a delicate species of wool or cotton; and even those who had.. 
~, learned that it was the work of an insect, show, by their descri~ 
I( tions, that they had no distinct idea of the manner in which it 

" was fornled." 
On the other hand, although in the provinces of modem Hindos-

tan best known to Europeans, which are not the Pa~jab or the 
Moultap, calic~ or muslin is the prevailing article of clothing,-yet 
we cannot affirm that linen was not anciently worn by some classes 
in India; for we find frGIn Perip. Jlfar. Er!Jthr. p. 28, that, among 
the commodities imported by Egyptian vessels into PataJa on the 
Indus, was clleljuered linen. 

• Carbasus. ORIG.--This should be fine calico or muslin, if the 
basis of it be foulld in the following passage, as Le Tellier and other& 
have concluded. " Upper Egypt trending toward Arabia produces 
" .a shrub which some call gllssipion, others x!Jlon, [the COTTON-TREE,] 

" and the clQths formed of i1l xylina. The plant, small, bears a 
" fruit resembling a filbert, whose interior shell yields a downy sub
Ie stance capable of being spun; nor is there any flax comparable 
" with it for whiteness or softness." Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. xix. c. 1. 

Add to this, that the native shanskreet term for mU5lins or fine 

calicoes, is karpasi, as appears by Sir 'VilliaIIl Jones's catalogue, 

.Asiat: Res! vol. iv! p. ~31T Calcutta edit. 
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cut. Leaving the chin unshaven *, they trim 
into a cheerful appearance the rest of the face. 

SO~ The luxury of their kings, which they 
call magnificence, surpasses the extrav~gancies 
of all other nations. When the monarch is' 
pleased to be seen in public, officers \vith silver 
censers perfume all the road through \vhich he 
is to be carried. He sits in a golden palanquin 
hung round \vith pearls. His garments of car
basus are embroidered \vith gold and purple. 
The body-guards folIo\v the palanquin, some of 
them carrying singing-birds perched on boughs; 
these birds are even brought in, to relieve hours 
of important business, by the notei ,vhich they 
llave been taught. 

The palace is supported \vith gilt pillars, 
round which are twisted vines engraven in gold, 
,vith images of the birds most delightful to the 
eye executed in silver. 

The palace is open to applicants, ,vhile the 
king is con) bing and dressing; at this interval, 
lIe gives audience to ambassadors, and adminis
ters justice to his people. His sandals taken 
off~ his feet are anointed \vith perfumes. 

His principal exercise is hunting: amidst 
the vows, and songs, ofhis concubines, he shoots 
animals \vhich have been enclosed in a park, 

4; Arnan represents them to have dyed their beards various colours. 
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The arro\vs, two cubits in length, are discharged 
by the Indians with more exertion than effect; 
inasmuch a~ the missile, \vho~e force depends 
upon velocity, is retarded by its inconvenient 
,veight. 

His shorter journeys the king performs on 
horseback. "Vhen he makes a longer expedi
tion, his chariot is drawn by elephants, whose 
vast bodies are covered with trappings of gold. 
To complete the corruption of Inanllers, he is 
followed by a long procession of concubines in 
golden palanquins. Separattd f; (,m the queen's 
retinue, this column equals it in gorgeous 
excess. 

Women prepare his food; they also serve 
him with wine, of which all the Indians drink 
profusely *. 'Vhen rendered insen~ate by wine 

,. In unison with this, are Chares, apud At"eTUCllm, lib. 10, lElia .. 

t;\us, Hist. Var. lib. ii. In opposition to it, Strabo, lib. xv. transcri~ 

ing the account of Megasthenes, asserts that the Indians, except at 
sacrifices, do not use wille, but drink a spirit obtained from rice. 

What is the consideration due to ~[egasl"enes? He derived 

his knowledge of India from a residence of several years ill 
Palibothra, according to Dr. Robertson, the modern Allahabad, 
a station far beyolld the south-east limits of Alexander's progress 
~n India, to which he had been smt by Seleucus, as ambassador 
to Sandracottus kill~ of the Prasii. From his writings, continues 
Dr. Robertson, the ancients seem to have dcri\'ed almost all 
their knowledge of the interior state of India; and ft'om COmp'1r4 

ing the three most ample accounts of India, by Diodorus, Strabo, 
and Arrian, they manifestly appear, {j om their near resemblance, 
to be a transcript of his words. But, unfortunately, Megas. 

http:Cltap.lX
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and sleep, he is conveyed by concubines to his 
chamber, ,vha, in hYllllls, invoke the gods of 
the hours of night. . 

S1. Aillid these vices, ,vho would expect the 
culture of ,visdOlll? 

thenes was fiO fond of the marvellous, that he mingled with the 
tmths which he related, many extravagant fictions; and to him 
may be traced the fabulous tales-of men with ears so large 
that they could wrap themselves up in them; of others with a 
Single eye, without mouths, without noses, with long feet, and 
toes turned backwards; of people only three spans in height; 
of wild men with heads in the shape of a wedge; of ants as large 
as fox.es, that dug up gold. The extracts from his narrative; 
transmitted to us by Strabo, Arrian, and other writers, seem not 

. 	 €utitled to credit, unless when' they are supported by internal 
evidence, and confirmed by the testimony of other ancient 
writers, or when they coincide with the experience of modern 
times. His account, howe\'er, of the dimensions and geography 
of India, is cUl'iou~ and accurate. And it will show how whim
sically the defects and excellencies of the ancient writers are 
counteracted and balanced, to observe, that, on the subject iu 
which tbe scientific and intelligent Ptolemy has given a geo
graphical delineation more erroneous than any other transmitted 
from antiquity~ this Megasthelles is exact and satisfactory. 

Tbe above account of Curtius is countenanced by enumerations of 
Imports into India, found in Perip. llIar. E1'!Jtllr. several of which 
fomprise wine generally; one specifies Italian, Greek, and Arabian 
1Yiues ; another, Laodicean and Syrian wine. 

There now exist provincial diversities, which agree sufficiently with 
both the reports of antiquity. In Bengal, wine is said not to be made, 

~hougl~ it is imported and drunk: but several kinds of spit'its are dis
~illed, particularly arrack, one sort frOlll sugar, and another frqm 
rice, wl~ich is mostly used by the common people. In Cashmire, a 
wine is made resembling Madeira; and a spirituous liquor is distilled 
from tbe grape, in which, and the wine, the people of all classe!) 
f~eely indulge. Golconda is. f.lmous for a white wine. 
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There is aclass, rustic and uncivilized, whom 
the Indians denominate wise-men. These esteem 
it glorious to anticipate the fatal hour; ,vhen 
age has destroyed their activity, or disease op· 
presses them, they make arrangemen ts to burn 
themselves alive; regarding it disgraceful to live 
merely to expect death. When dissolution is 
the effect of old-age, they do not honour the 
corse with a funeral pile, deeming the fire de ... 
filed, unless it receives a breathing victim. 

Humanized in their habits, others live in 
cities. They are said to observe scientifically 
the motions of the planets, ancf to predict events. 
They hold, that no one hastens the lllornent of 
death, who can wait its approach with fortitude. 
They contemplate as deities whatever their an
cestors betook themselves to worship, particu
larly trees *, to wound which is a capital crilne. 
They circumscribe their months within fifteen 
days: but preserve the full dimensions of the 
year. They compute tilne by th.e course of the 
moon; not, as most people do, by the entire revo

• This obscure account of the Brahmins and their tenets, seems 
to involve a mixture of superstitions. At this day, the Siamese con .. 
sider the injunction not to kill, to be so comprehensive, as to prohibit 
them from destroying not only animals, but vegetables, and even tIlE! 

seed· of vegetables. They eat, however, of the fruit, and contrive to 
evade the preoept as extending tu the seed; for though they will not 
incur the guilt of murder by boiling rice, yet if others boil it, they 

esteem the eating of it innocent. 
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lutions ·of that planet, but by half-nl00ns : hence 
the shortness of their lnon ths. There are many 
other things related of theIn, ,vhich seem not 
sufficiently -important to suspend the history. 

C HAP. X·. 

.. 
Ale:t'ander entera- India. Surrender if Nysa.. 

Bacchanalian revel qf the army in mount Me~ 
rose (}apital qf the Mazagce talcen. 

32. ALEXANDER having passed the fron
tiers of India, several rajahS' met him and made 
submission; pronouncing, 'That he ,vas the 
, third of Jupiter's offspring that had reached 
,. their country. Bacchus and Hercules they 
, knew by tradition. His presence they wit... 
, nessed.' 

These the king courteously received; and di ... 
rected to accompany hinl, intending to employ 
thenl as guides. But as no others came to sur
render, he sent forward Hephrestion and- Per
diccas, \vith part of the forces, to subdue such 
as were averse frOlu his government: and he 
enjoined his officers to advance to the river 
Indus, and prepare boats to transport the anuy 
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across. Because there \vere numerous ri vel'S to 
be passed, these so constructed the boats, that 
they Inight be taken to pieces and conveyed on 
lvaggons. 
, Then, having ordered Craterus to foIIo\v 
,vith the phalanx, he led to action the cavalry 
and light..:armed; and, after a slight engagenlent, 
drove those ,vho opposed hiln into the nearest 
,valled town. Now Craterus had come up ; and 
Alexander, that h~ might strike terror into 
this nation, ,vho had not yet experienced the 
Macedonian arnlS, gave orders for pn tting the 
besieged to the sword, and burning the fortifica
tions of the place. Riding to survey the works, 
he was ,vounded by an ano\\'. He, however, 
took the town, and having slain the inhabitants, 
extended his vengeance to the buildings. 

This obscure tribe conquered, he n10ved 
thence toward the city Nysa. The camp, pitched 
by accident under the very walls, ,vas on woody 
ground: the nocturnal cold, there -peculiarly 
intense, affected the soldiers with shiverings: 
fire furnished an opportune remedy. "\Vith the 
felled copses, they kindled and supported such a 
flame, that it. reached the cemeteries of the towns
people: built of old cedar, the tombs caught 
and circulated the conflagration, till they were 
all burned do\vn. The barking of dogs was no\v 
heard from the town, followed by a shout froln 
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the arnly! The citizens discovered that the 
enemy had approached; the Macedonians, that 
they ,\vere close to the city. 

33. And no\v the king dre\v out his troops, 
a.nd besieged the fort. Such of the garrison as 
had ventured to sally, having been killed with 
darts, some of the N yseans advised submission; 
others, the trial ofa battle. Alexander, informed 
of their divisions, ,vas satisfied to institute a 

blockade, prohibiting farther effusion of blood. 
At length, ,vorn out by the inconveniences of a 
close investnlent, they surrendered. 

They asserted their city to have been founded 
by Bacchus; and this "vas in fact its origin. It 
is seated at the base of a Inountain, ,vhich the 
inhabitants call 1\1eros *: whence the Greeks 
licentiously feigned, that Bacchus had been con
cealed in Jupiter's thigh. The king, instructed 
by the natives in the approaches to the erni .. 
nence, having sent fonvard provisions, ascended 
to the summit ,vith his \vhole army. 

The nlountain is dressed in an exuberance 
of vines and ivy. Nunlerous unfailing rills 
gurgle out. The soil spontaneously nurtures sa .. 
lutary fruits of various flavour, from seeds for ... 
tuitously dropped. Laurels, and berry-trees; 
and clumps of ,vild wood, vegetate anlong th~. 
crags. 

• ;M"p~~, femu,., thigh. 

I 
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I attribute it, not to a celestial impulse, but 
to ,vantonness, that parties of the soldiers 
crowned thetnselves with chaplets of ivy and 
vine-leaves, running through the thickets like 
the entranced at the festivals of Bacchus. As 
the extravagance of a fe\v (a comnlon occur
rence) gradually extended to all,-alnidst the 
peaks and swells of the mountain resounded 
thousands of voices, adoring the guardian divi
nity of the grove. With the confidence of pro
found peace, they stretched themselves. on the 
grass and on couches of leaves.' Not discoun
tenancing the casual revel, the king profusely 
distributed viands for festivity, and detained the 
army, during ten days; to celebrate the mysteries 
of Bacchus. -'Vho can deny that an illustrious 
name is oftener the boon of fortune than the 
reward of merit? inasmuch as against the ca
tousers, reduced by wine to insensibility, no 
attack was ventured by the enelny, awed by the 
shouts an~ r!>aring of these frantic men, as 
though they had heard acclamations of soldiers 
in battle. At their return from the ocean, the 
l\1acedonians, inebriated, and feasting riotously, 
,vere protected by the sanle good fortune. 

34. Hence Alexander procee"ded to a district 
called Dredala. The 'people had deserted their 
habitations, and had -fled to untraversed wood~ 
and mountains. He therefore passed on tp 
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Acadera; likewise burnt and ev~cuated by the 
fugitive inhabitants. Constrained, therefore, tG> 
change the plan ,of his operationsy he divided his 
forces, that he Inight sin1ultaneously display his 
atms iu a variety of places :-the surprised, and 
those who had expected the enemy, were COIn... 
pletely subjugated by a general overthrow. The 
,cities takeJ1 by Ptolemy. ,vere the more nume
tons, by Alexander the lnore considerable. 

Having collected his forces, the l\'Iacedonian 
leader passed the river Choas. He cOlnmitted 
to trenos the siege of an opulent town, called 
by the inhabitants Bezira~ 

lIe proceeded in person to Mazagre: of which; 
Assacanus, the late sovereign, ,vas dead; and 
his mother Cleophes. governed both ·the capital 
and the province. Thirty thous{lnd infantry 
defended this city, ,vhich ,vas strong by positioll 
and, fortified by art :-On the east, a rapid river, 
with precipit9us banks, bars approach: on the 
,vest aJ.?d south, nature has planted, as by design, 
exceedingly lofty rocks, at ,vhose bases ya,vned 
chas~s and gulfs, which corroding titne' had 
excavated to a great depth: ,vhere these tern1i· 
nated; a foss had been interposed, a magnificent 
work. The city ~as a ,vall thirty-five stadia in 
circumference; the lower part, of stone,-the 
upper, chiefly of unburnt brick. To the bricks, 
blocks of stone act as a frame, ,vhich the arch i
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tect interpiled, that the frailer material lnight 
lean against the harder, And lest the clay, 
,vashed by rain, should at lcngth sink altogether, 
solid bean1s are superstrated, supporting timber 
platfonns, which ~t once presen'e the walls, and 
afford a w'!Y along the top. 

35. \Vhile surveying these fortifications, 
.without a deterh1~nate project,-for the caverns 
could only be filled by vast masses of earth, and 
unless' they .were filled the engines could not be 
advanced to the walls,-Alexander ,vas struck 
by a~l archer on the ramparts. The arrow pierced 
his leg in the calf. As soon as the pike \~as 
extracted, he called for his horse, and, \vithout 
any bandage on the ,vound, rode 011 in prosecu
tion of his object. As, however, the limb hung 
down, the blood settling, and the ,vound grow
ing cold, under aggravated anguish, l1e is reprc
sented to .have said: "It was pronounced that 
" I was Jupiter's son: but 1. feel the disorders of 
." a sickly body." Nevertheless, he did 110t 

retire to the camp, till he ha.d viewed cvc.ry 
thing, and ordered what ,vas to be done. 

The soldiers, as directed, demolished the 
houses on the outside of the city, whence they 
derived a copious supply of 11laterials for a ter· 
race: others precipitated into the caverns, by 
beaps" trunks of large trees, and banks. of 
~tones. And 1l0\V .the terrace 'vas level ,vith 

T~ 
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the surface of the highest ground: the turrets 
were therefore set up: and, through the emi
nent zeal of the soldiers, the works \vere finish
ed in nine days. 

These the king, ,vhose wound had not cica
trized, proceeded to examine. Having COln

Inended the troops, he ordered them to propel 
the engines; whence ,vas discharged an abun
dant flight of missiles against the garrison. 
Strangers to 'such operations, the Barbarians 
,vere chiefly intiInidated by the moving tur
rets; for, not perceiving the agency by which 
these vast piles -advanced, they concluded them 
to be carried by the will of the gods. The~bat

tering shafts, also, and the ponderous javelins, 
shot fronl the engines, they prononnce,d to ex
ceed the powers of men. 

Despairing, therefore, of the defence of the 
to,vn, they withdre,v to the citadel. Thence, 
because nothing but surrender appeared safe to 
the besieged, deputieS' CaIne down to the con
queror to in1plore pardon: which obtaineu, the 
queen, in procession ,vith a nUluber of noble 
ladies, brought wine in golden bowls, by \\Tay 

of sacrifice., Having placed her little son at 'the 
knees of the king, she not only ,von his forgive
ness, but the restoration of her fornler honours. 
He saluted her as a queen; and some have sup
posed, that he yielded more to her beauty than 
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to pity. It is certain, that a .child, which she 
afterwards bore, whoever was its father, w~s 

named Alexander~ 

CHAP. XL 

Capture if the rock Aornos. 

!56. DETACHED hence, ,vith an army to the 
city Ora, Polysperchon, in a battle, . overcame 
the people, ,vho had taken the field in disorder: 
pursuing the routed into their fortifications, he 
reduced the city. Into the king's po,ver fell 
ll1any inconsiderable towns, deserted by the 
anned inhabitants, who had seized a rock called 
Aornos. Hercules, according to tradition, in 
vain besieged this rock,. and was forced, by an 
earthquake, to desist. 

'Vhile Alexander hesitated how to proceed, 
because the fastness \vas on all sides steep and 
craggy, an old man, locally experience~l, came 
,vith his two sons, and offered, for a reward, to 
sho\v the approach to it. Alexander promised 
hiln eighty talents, and; detaining one of the 
youths as a hostage, sent the father to perfonn 
\vha~ he had undel·taken. ~Iulli~lus, tlie king's 
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secretary, ,vas appointed to lead a'light-drmed 
party. It was proposed,that these, by a detour, 
,vhich Inight elude the observation of the ene
my, should cli111b to the highest ridge. 

This rock, un1ike Inost eminencies, does not 
step to a sublinle height by 111itigated and 
rounded acclivities: It is much in the fonn of 
a meta·'/.<; broad at the base, contracting as it 
ascends, tenllinating in a pointt. At its foot 
flo,vs the deep Indus, ,vhich has rugged banks: 
Oll its hither side were craggy pits and ravines; 
and only by filling up these, could assailants ap':' 
proach. The wood contiguous the king direct
ed to be felled; and the trunks of the trees, to 
be stripped of their brane-hes and foliage, that 
they might 'be transported nl0re readily. I-Ie 
himself flung i~ the first tree: a loud acclama
tion spoke the alacrity of the anl1y: and 110 one 
refused the labour which the king had conl
11lenced. 

37. In seven days, the cavities \vere filled. 
Th~ king ordered the archers and Agrians to 

i/f 11Iette, stones in the chariot circus, serving both ns bounds and 
:tneasur~s of distance; had generally the shape of a cone, and some
times of a triangular pyramid. 

t Arrian, p. 98, describes the rock to be two hundred stadia in 
circuit, and eleven in height} measured to the lowest part of the sur
face; accessible only by one path hewed in the stone-enriched, 

near the summit, by a plentiful spring, a dense wood, and arable 
land sufficient to employ a thousand cultivators. 
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spread themselves on the steeps. From his own 
band, he selected' thirty of the bravest young 
11len, appointing as their leadersCharus and 
Alexander: this last he exhorted to recollect 
the natue, \:vhich he bore in cornl11on',vith him
self. At first, because the. danger was so· pal
pable, it was voted that the king himself should 
not join in the assault. But as the trumpet 
gave the signal, the intrepid prince turned to 
his guards, ordered them to follo\v hin1, and 
,vas the first to assay the rock: Nor, after this, 
,vould any of the l'vIacedonians stay behind: 
they spontaneously left their posts, and follow
ed the king. Of TI1any the lot was nliserable; 
slipping off the shelving crags, they ,vere ell
gulphed by the river underneath; a nlelancholy 
spectacle even to· those not scaling in peril. 
But when another's destruction becanle a me-, 

lnento of what themselves had to apprehend, pity 
,vas succeeded by terror; and they mourned not 
the dead, but themselves. 

N O\V the 1Iacedonians had advanced so far 
that' they could not return with impunity, un
less victorious. The Barbarians rolling down 
ponderous stones on the clilnbing, such as 
were struck fell headlollg fr01n their treacher
ous positions.' Alexander and Charus, how
ever, ,vhom the king had sent forward ,vith 

the chosen thirty, had effec:ed their ascent; 
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and were in close action with the enemy: but
as Barbarians, posted higher, poured darts on 
them-they received more ,vounds than they 
inflicted: 'Vherefore, Alexander, remembering 
both his name and promise, fought with gallant 
fury, careless of defence? till he was pierced in 
every litnb, and borne down. Charus, seeing 
his extended corse, rushed upon the enemy, ani
mated only by revenge: his spear ,vas. fatal to 
many, and some -he killed with his sword. But 
9ne arn1 was unequal to so many ,assailants; he 
fell lifeless on the body of his friend. 

The king, adequately impressed by the fall 
of the heroic young men and of other soldier~, 

gave the signal to retreat. The gradual nlove
ments, and firm 'c~untenance of the retiring, 
cond~ced to their preservation; and the Barba
rians, satisfied to have repulsed the' enemy, did 
not close on them as they gave ground. 

38. Although Alexander meditated to relin
quish the enterprise, (as there appeared no pro
bability of taking the rock,) yet he l~ade de
monstrations of continuing the siege; occupied 
the avenues, advanced his turrets, and relieved 
his parties ... 

The Indians, ,vitnessing this peitinacity, de
voted hvo days and nights to festivity, with a 
display, 110t only of confidence, but of triumph. 
But on the third night, the sound of the tim
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brels was not-heard :-torches glared on e\rery 
part of the rock, ,vhich, as the night ~vas dark, 
the Barbarians had lighted, that their flight 
lllight be safer down the precipitous crags. 
FrOlll Balacrus, sent forward to observe, the 
king learned, that the enemy were evacuating 
their strong recess. He, thereupon, gave the sig
nal for a general shou t: this struck the disor
derly fugitives with trepidation. Deeming the 
enemy at hand, many, ruslling down slippery 
copings and pathless steeps, perished; a greater 
number, nlutilated, were abandoned by those< 

\vho had descended safe. 
Although he had subjugated tIle place rather 

than the enenlY, Alexander solemnized to the 
god'.) the sacrifices and acknowledgnlents of a 
great conquest; and built on the rock altars to 
1Vlinerva and to Victory. 

The guides, whonl he llad ordered to take 
up the-light-armed party, although they had 
effected less than their engagements, he faith
fully renlunerated. The custody of the rock, 
,vith the surrounding country, he committed to 
Sisocoptus. 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book rIll. 

C HAP. XII. 

Submission rif Ta.t·iles Omp/lis. 

59. HENCE he proceeded toward Embolima. 
Informed that some defiles in his line of nlarch 
were occll,pied by one Eryces with twenty thou
sand men, he left Coc,nos to conduct the heavier 
forces by easy marches, and advanced in pers,oll 
,vith the slingers and ar<;hers. Having dislodg
ed those who guarded the avenue, he opened a 
passage for the army following. 

The Indians, from disaffection to their chief, 
or to court the favour of the conqueror, rose' 
llppn, and killed, the fugitive Eryces. They 
brought his head, ,vith his armour, to Alex
ander, who suffered the deed to go unpunished~ 
but did not encourage the- example. 

Hence, in sixteen days, he reached the river 
Indus; for passing it he found every thing 
prepared by Hephrestion, as he had ordered. 

The supremacy of tpis region had devolved 
on Olnphis, who had counselled his £'lther to 
surrender his en1pire to Alexander; and, on 
his father's death, had sent an embassy, to kno\v 
,vhether it ,vas Alexander's pleasure, that he 
should n1eallwhile ex'ercise authority, or wait 
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his coming 'in, a private capacity. Having 
the king's permission to reign,. modesty yet pre
vented him from assuming his right. ' He had 
·entertained Hephrestion liberally, gratuitously 
distributing corn to his troops: but had not 
joined that officer, disinclined to assay the fide.
lity of any but the king. 

On Alexander's approach, he went to meet 
him with a well-appointed a!my: at intervals in 
his line, elephants, mixed with the troops, ap
peared to the distant spectator like castles. 

40. At first, Alexander imagined that' it was 
not an ally, but an enemy advancing. He com~ 
manded, the batt~lions -to ,take arms, and the 
cavalry to divide to the ,vings, in order of 
battle. 

But the Indian, perceiving the misunder
standing, halted his army, -,and spurred his 
horse forward. Alex~nder did the same, ready 
to meet him as a friend or an enemy, secure iij. 
the other's allegiance, or in his own valour. At 
their rencounter, amity was intelligible in the 
countenance of each: but, without an interpret
er, they could h01d no convers~tion. Assisted 
by one, the Indian prince explained himself, 
, To have advanced with his army to Alexan
~ der, that he might at once sur'render all the 
, forces of his empire" without \va,iting to ne
~ gociate for a' pledg~. His person and king-

VOL. II. 
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, dom he re,sign~d to him, who, if was kno,v~, 
~ fought,for' glory, an'd feared nothing but to 
~'sully his nalne 'by perfidy) Pleased with th~ 
jngenuol~slH~sS of the' Barbarian, the king gave 
l1im his' right hand, as a 'token of his protection; 
and restored his kingdonl. . .. . , 

Omphis presented 4lexander with fifty-six 
elepll.lnts, and'a consid~rable quantity of cattle 
~f an extraordi:p.ary 'size; with three thousand 
~ulls, animals l11ghly prized by the chiefs: of 
this region. Interrogated by Alexander, ' WheT 
~ ther he had m~)fe agriculturists than soldiers?' 
he answere~, ~ That as he was engaged in hos
~ tilities with two kings; he found it necessary 
, to have more lTIell in arms than at'the plough.' 
The two kings were Abisares and Porus: - but 
Porus had the greater power .. 'The territorie's of 
both lay ~eyond the Hydaspes; and, ,vhatever 
invader nlight come, they were resolved- to try 
the fortune 9f war. . ' . . . 

41. Omphis, under Alexander~s sanction, as-' 
sumed the ensigns of royalty, with the nam~ of 
Taxiles, which his' fa.ther had borne, and which 
fol1owed the empire on whomsoever it desceiided. 
Having entertained Alexander splendidly during 
three days, on the fourth' he made known what 
he'could further contribute to the nlagazines of 
~orn which had been 'formed by Hephrestion; 
R~esented the king and all 'llis friends with 
I 
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crowns of gold; and gave him coineo silver to 
the amoun t of eigh ty talen ts. 

Alexander was so exceedingly gratified by 
tne courtesies of Taxiles, that he not only re
delivered to him all his presents, but added to 
those riches a thousand talents fronl the spoils 
\vhich he carried, l1U1l1erOUS banquetting vesseli 
.of gold and silver, and l~ersian habilinlents, 
\vith thirty of his horses in the same capatisons 
that were used for his personal se'rvice . 

.{\.S his liberali ty laid the Barbarian under 
obligations, ,so it greatly offended Alexander's 
friends. One of whom, ~:Jeleager, having taken 
too profusely of \vine at supper, ' Congratulated 
, hilU on haviIlg found in India at least one 
, person nleriting a thousand talents.' The 
king, not having forgotten what compunction 
he suffered after killilig Clitus. for ,audacious 
language, restraiiled his anger, simply observ

ing, ' ' That the envious only torment theln
t selves.' 

C HAP. XIII. 

Submission if Abisares. Barzaentes, tIle rebel, 

~ ta/cen. ,.Force 0/ Porus. Passage oj' the fly.. 
daspes. 

42. ON the following' day, ambassadors Catne 
to Alex.ander from Abisares, who, as conunis
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sioned, ll1ade a surrender of all his royalt~es. 

l\Iutual engagements contracted, Alexander sent 
them back to their sovereign. Irnagining that 
the ascendancy of his name might influeI?-ce Po
rus also to submission, he depu!ed to hir..l Cleo
'chares, with a summons, ' That he should pay 
, a. tribute, and llleet the king at the nearest 
, pass in his frontiers.' Porus replied, ' That 
• he had intended to perform one of these acts: 
, he would meet the prince_at his entry, but 
, with an army.' 

Alexander had now resolved on the passage 
of the Hydaspes: \vhen Barzaentes, the instiga
tor of the rebellion in Arachosia, ,vas brought 
·in captive. 'Vith hitn 'were seized thirty ele
phants; an opportune reinforcement against 
the Indians, among whom there is lnore re.. 
liance on these po\verful animals for exe
cution, than on the arnly. Ganlaxus, sOve
reign of a small tract i.n India, ,vIla had form
ed a league with Ba~zaentes, 'was also made 
pnsoner. 

The Persian deserter and the rajah placed 
under a guard, and the elephants delivered to 
Taxiles, Alexander came to the ri\·er Hydaspes. 
Porus had taken a station on the opposite bank 
to oppose the passage. IIis first line consisted 
of eighty-five elephants of the first order for 
strength; beyond these ranged three hundred 
chariots, and thirty thousand infantry; includ.. 
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ing bowmen, of a description already mention
ed, wi th arrows too ponderous to be shot off 
dexterously. Porus was mounted on an ele
phant, which to\vered above the rest: his ar
nlour, enchased with gold and silver~ displayed 
with effect a gigantic person; his courage cor
responded ,vith his stature; his mind was the 
scat of as l11uch wisdom as could subsist in an 
un polished nation. 

43. The ~IIacedonians \vere intimidated, not 
only by the appearance of the/enemy, but by 
the l11agnitude of the river to be passed.* 
Overflown to the breadth of four stadia, its 
channel deep and no where fordable, it looked 
like an ann of the sea. I Nor, in proportion as 
its \vaters were dilated, did its rapidity dimi
nish; for, as though it had been confined with
in projecting banks, the torrent dashed. The 
repercussion of the \vaves shewed that there 
,vere sunken rocks in its bed. 

The shore, covered \vith ll1en and horses, 

>1; The modern Rehut or Chelam. Alexander's expedition into 

India commenced near the end of spring, when the rains were ul
ready begun in the mountains from which all the rivers in the Pan.. 

jab flow; and he passed the Hydaspes at Midsummer, about the 

height of the rainy season. Aristobulus has recorded, in his Journal, 

that, though heavy rains fall in the mountains and in the ~ontiguous 

country, yet in the plains not a shower descends; a circumstance to 

the accuracy of which, modem observations testify. Robertson after 
.ilrrian, Strabo, and Rennd/. 



QUiNTUS CURTIUS. Book Vlll.£88 

·had an aspect yet more' fornlidable. Among 
thenl, stood elephants, as stupendous bulwarks; 
irritated for that purpose, they oppressed the 
ear with their roaring. There the enemy, here 
the river, suddenly·infected \vith fear men dis
posed to confidence, who had often proved 
then1sel ves invincible. They could not believe, 
that crazy rafts could be steered, or safely laid 
upon the opposite bank. 

In the nliddle of the river \vere numerous 
islands, to which the :Nlacedonians swam, hold
ing their \veapons over their heads. I-Iere they 
had frequent skirmisl.1es; and both kings de
duced frOlll these l11inor conflicts, the probable 
result of the great battle. 

In the l\1acedonian army, SYlnmachus and 
Nicanor, young noblenlen, were distinguished 
for hardihood and enterprise. The unifornl 
success of their undertakings had inspired theIll 
Yfith contempt for every kind of danger. Led 
by these, a party of the boldest youths, armed 
\vith lances only, swaI11 over to an island occu
pied by a crowd of the enemy; defended by no ~ 
other cuirass than courage, they killed a number 
of I~ldians. They might have retired \vith glory, 
if fortunate tenlerity could have known IDodera
tion: but \\.,hile they disdainfully and arrogantly 
\V~ited to be attacked, surprised ~n the rear by 
men ~~o had s\Yull1l'~und unperceived, they were 
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swept down by discharges of arrows. Such as 
escaped the enemy, \vere carried down the 
streanl, or entangled in the ,vhirlpools. This 
skirmish greatly established the confidence of 
Porus, ,vho from the bank observed all its Vl

cissitudes. 
44. Perplexed, Alexander at length project

ed this stratagem to de~eive the enemy. One 
island in the river ,vas large~ ~han the rest, 
,voody, and calculated for Inasking operations. 
l\tIoreover, not far from the bank which the 
king occupied, was, a deep trench, in 'v~ich not 
only the infantry, but cavalry lnounted, lllight 
be concealed. That he might, therefore, divert 
the attention of the enemy frOIll a spot with 
these advantages, he ordered Ptolemy to pa
rade with all llis cavairy at a distance from the 
island, and repeatedly to alarm the Indians with 
acclamations, as though he ,vere in nlotion to 
pass the river. Thus Ptolemy acted many suc
cessive days; and, by this device, induced Po
rus to renlove his army to the place at which T1e 
pretended to ~trike. The island ,vas no\v be
yond the enemy's vie\v. Alexander caused, his 
pavilion to be set up at another part of the 
bank, the guards usually attached to the royal 
person to mount in front, and the whole routine 
of imperial nlagnificence to be displayed there 
to 	the Indians. .Attalus, of his own age, and 

VOL. II. v 
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not unlike hinl in features and person, especially 
if seen froln a distance, he invested in the robes 
of majesty, that the king nlight appear to be 
hinlself defending the bank, unoccupied about 
the passage. 

A telnpest,' ,vhich at first retarded, after
,vards promoted, the accornplishlnent of the 
stratagem; fortune directing annoyances to be
neficial results. Alexander was preparing, with 
the infantry, to pass into the island above lnen
tiolled; the enemy being diverted by the forces 
encamped lo\ver down under Ptolelny: \vhen a 
storm of rain fell, scarcely to be endured by 
those un,der tents: ovenvhelmed by the torrent, 
the soldiers deserting their boats and rafts, took 
refuge on land. The din of this confusion ,vas 
not heard by the enemy, drowned by the louder 
surge against the banks. Then the rain sud
denly intermitted; but clouds so dense suf
fused the sky, that they intercepted the light; 
those conversing togetiler could hardly distin
guish their conlpanions' faces. This darkness 
,vould have terrified another leader, especially 
as an unkno,vn river ,vas to be passed: Possibly 
the enenlY occupies the bank to ,vhich the ex
plorers, seeking glory in complicated danger, 
are rashly groping. Alexander deelning the sha
dowy gloom to be his opportunity, gave the sig
nal for all to embark in silence, and caused his 
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o'vn raft to put off first. The shore to which 
they were steering, ,vas vacant of the enemy; 
for Porus confined his vigilance to Ptolemy. 
Except one boat, which was driven, upon a 
rock, the rest arrived safe. The king ordered 
the soldiers to arms, to form into ranks, and to 
march. 

CHAP. XIV.. 

Battle with Porus. 

45. ALEXANDER was now leading his army 
divided into t\VO \vings; when Porus received 
advice, that an armed force had 

Olymp. cxiii. 1. 
gained the bank, and an attack A. C. 321. 

might be expected. At first, Po- lEtat. Alex. 29. 
Reg. 9.rus, ,vith a \veak indulgence of 
Imp. 3.

hope natural to the human mind, 
imagined it to be Abisares hi~ ally coming to 
aid him, according to treaty. Presently, the 
clearer light displaying the enemy, Porus sent 
forward, against the approaching force, his b.ro
ther Hages, ,vith one hundred chariots and 
three thousand cavalry. Porus' chief strength 
was in chariots: each carried six men; two tar
geteers, t\vo archers disposed on each side; and 

u2 
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the relnaining hvo were drivers, not indeed un
arn'led, for, in close engagelnents, laying aside 
the reins, they sho,vered javelins on the enemy. 

_011 this day, however, these machines were of 
small avail, for an unusually heavy rain, as al
ready narrated, having fallen, made the grounds 
perfidiously soft, and unfit for riding; and the. 
ponderous, and ahnost ilnnlovable, chariots, 
,vere arrested' by the sloughs and torrent-gul
lies. Alexander, on the contrary, rushed freely 
to the charge, with an active and' light-armed 
force. The SCytlUE' and the Dahre began the 
onset:· then, Alexander detached Perdiccas ,vith 
a body of horse against the enemy's right wing. 

46. Now the conflict spread itself to all 
points;. and the charioteers deenling their ve
hicles to be the last resource of their associates, 
drove ,vith loose reins into the Dlidst of the 
field, and equally annoyed both parties; for, at 
first, the Macedonian infantry ,vere trampled 
down by their inroad,-then,. the chariots, 
\vhirlcd upon slimy and unequal places, shook 
the drivers from their seats; other cars the af
frighted horses precipitated into the ravines, 
and pools, and even into the river:- a fe,v, hav
ing been conducted as far as the enenlY, reach
ed Porus, ,vho ,vas vigorously stimulating the 
battle. 

The Indian leader~ perceiving his chai'iots, 
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dispersed over the field, floundering without 
directors, distributed the 'elephants to his lTIOst 

tried friends. J3ehind thenl, he had stationed 
his infantry and archers: these carried drunls, 
,vhose accenf\served the Indians ,instead of the' 
trumpet's call. Nor \vere the elephants dis
turbed by the noise; their ears \vere docile to 
the known sound. 

The ilnage of Hercules ,vas carried before 
tl~e infantry; ~heir suprenle incitement to he· 
roic acts: By the 111ilitary ~ode, it was a crime 
to desert the bearers of j t, an,d these :were con
signed to dea~h, if they returne"d without it 
fronl the field: The fear \vhich the Indians an
ciently entertained for Hercules * as an enemy, 
having b~en converted in;to ,r~ligious venera· 
tion. 

The appearance 'of the stupendous animals 
contributed, \vith the presence of the nlartial 
chief, to check the ~Iacedonians for an ipterval. 
Posted anlong the 111en, the quadrupeds looked 
at a distance like turrets. Enlinel1tly tall, Po
rus t 'ahnost exceeded the standard of nlan. 

;;, His history is the history of all those who have borne the same 
name, and undergone similar labours, with himself: Tradition has 
magnified their exploits, and by ascribing to an individual all the 
great enterprises, of which the authors are unknown, has produced 

an i;ll~strlous phantom of greatness. 
Introduction to Anacharsis' Trat:els. 

t His height l\"US seven feet and a half. .drl'ian~ 
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The elephant which carried him, increased his 
apparent magnitude, rising, in the saIne propor
tion, above others of its species. 

47. Alexander, surveying the Indian prince 
and army, said: "At length, I ~eet a danger 
" commensurate with my soul. vVe have to 
" cope at once with nlighty beasts, and un
" common men." Then, turning to Crenos, 
he delivered these orders: "When, \vith Pto... 
"lemy, Perdiccas, anq. Hephrestioll, I shall 
" have charged the enemy's left wing, and you 
" shall perceive me in close action; yourself 
" will move, by a circuit on the right *, and 
" attack the disordered ranks.- - 'You, An
ee tigenes! and Leonnatus! and Tauron! bear 
" upon the adverse centre, pressing it in front. 
" Our long and powerful pikes can never be 
" used with greater effect, than against the uu
" wieldy beasts and their managers. Force off 
" the riders, and stab the elephants. These 
" form a dangerous kind of armament. In 
" their fiercer rage, they traulple their 111aS

• Ipse in dextrum move. ORIGINAL.-This passage, connected 
with the narrative, below, of what Crenos performed, has been re
garded by the Commentators as implicating the use, here, of" right" 
for "left," or an inverse mistake, there: But if the construction in 

the text be received; a sense which a mere wave of Alexander's 
hand might make clear to Crenos; Curtius has fallen into no con

tradiction, but represents Crenos to attack, in the flank or rear, the 
same body which Alexander assailed in front. 
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" ters: they require to be guided against their 
" enemies: . affright drives theln upon their 
" friends." 

As he concluded, he galloped to the charge. 
And no\v, according to his plan, he had en
gaged the ranks of the enemy: then Crenos, 
'with impressive force, ,vheeled upon their left 
,ving. The phalanx also bore, ,vith united 
weight, against the centre of the Indian army. 

Porus, ,vherever he perceived cavalry ad
vancing, ordered elephants to be opposed. But 
the p0!lderous strides of so unversatile an animal 
could not ans\ver the rapid ,vheelings of the 
horse. N or, indeed, did the Barbarian arro\vs 
avail to keep off cavalry; for, long and exces
sively 'weighty, the archers could not properly 
adjust them, without resting their bows upon 
the ground; its sIiIny surface embarrassed the 
effort to draw; and, \vhile preparing to shoot, 
they ,vere anticipated by the activity of the 
enemy. 

Porus' orders were now disregarded : (such 
an occurrence is coml11on, ,vhen the leader's au
thority over broken ranks is usurped by fear:) 
there were as many commanders-in-chief as dis
persed corps. One officer ,vas directing his men 
to join the line; another, to fight in a separate 
band; a third, to stand firm; several cOll1manded 
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their troops to \vheel upon the enemy's re;lf. 
Nothing w·as done in concert. 

The Indian king, ho\vever, accompanied by 
a few who feared only disgrace, rallied his scat
tered forces, and advanced upon the enemy, with 
the elephants in his van. The noble beasts 
spread terror over the field; and their unfamiliar 
noise, affecting not the horses only, ,vhich are 
prone to take fright, b4t the men, disordered 
the lVlacedonian ranks. 

48. N O\V the recently victorious \vere look
ing round for a place of retreat: \vhen Alexan
der sent against the elephants a force, consisting 
of light-armed Agrian~ and Thracians, more 
adapted for skirmishing than close fighting: 
These [mounted archers] discharged an immense 
stream of arrows upon the elephants and their 
directors: the phalanx also pressed the enemy, 
kept unceasingly alarn1ed. But individuals fol
lowed up the elephants too eagerly; and, having 
incensed theln by ,vounds, ,vere crushed under 
their feet; a~ admonition to others to assail 
them with more caution. The spectacle ,vas 
dismaying, ,,,hen the monstrous animals took 
up, by t~e proboscis, Inen in armour, and deliv
ered them to the guides seated on their backs. 

The Macedonians now p~rsuing, and no\v 

flying, from the elephants,-the doubtful battle 



~hap. XlV. QUINTUS CURTIUS. 297 

fluctuated through great part of the day: until 
Alexander's soldiers, ,vi th axes prepared for that 
service, hacked round the elephants' feet. Others, 
'with swords called copidas, slightly curved, re
sembling sithes, cut at their trunks. The fear, 
not merely of dying, but of new tortures in- dy
ing, Inade thenl leave nothing un tried. At 
length, many elephants, subdued~vith ,vounds, 
rushing on their o,vn bands, bore them down, 
and, precipitating their masters to the ground, 
trampled thelll to death. l\10re terrified than 
nl ischievous, others ,vcre driven like cattle frOID 
the field. 

Deserted by the greater part of his troops, 
Porus from his elephant began to expend a store 
ofjavelins on the encirclingeneulY. He wounded 
1l1allY at a distance; ·himself a nlqrk at which 
,all ,,,~ere aiming. I-lis breast and back pier~ed 
-already ,vith nine 'VOlll](ls, he had lost llluch 
blood; and his languid ann ,vas dropping darts, 
:rather than directing thenl. IIis irritated ele
phant, not yet ,vounded, ,vith unabated vigor, 
continued to assault the enemy's ranks: until 
the goyernor of the aninlal, perceiving that tIle 
king-'s lil11bs faltered, that his \veapons' were ex
hausted, and that he was losing recollection, 
incited the beast to flio-ht. . ~ 

Alexander followed: but his horse, fainting 
pnder multiplied wounds, stretched itsc;lf on t~le 
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ground, rather setting the king down than 
throwing him * off. 'Thus ,vas his pursuit re
tarded, till he could change his horse. 

49. Meanwhile, the brother of the Indian 
emperor Taxiles, having been sent forward by 
Alexander, began to counsel Porus, 'Not to 
, fight obstinately to the last, but to ,surrender 
, to the victor.' Porus, although his strength 
,vas exhausted, and his blood at~a lo,v ebb, yet 
starting up at the know'n voice: "I kno,v thee," 
said he, "brother of Taxiles! betrayer of the 
~, ,empire and his own kingdom." And he cast 
at him the single javelin by accident not before 
discharged; ,vhich, entering his breast, pierced 
to his back. f 

flaving displayed this last exertion of manual 
prowess, he began to fly more diligently. But 
llis elephant, ,vhich had also received numerous 
,vounds, became unable to proceed. l-Ialting 
necessarily, he opposed some infantry ~o the 
pursuIng enemy. 

Alexander had now come up; and, acquaint
ed ,vith the pertinacity of Porus, ordered his 
men not to spare the resisting. They therefore, 

'* The majority ofwriters represent Bucephalus to have died some 
time afterwards, under veterinary treatment for his wounds: Plutarch 
mentions this, while, like Arrian, he gives the account of Onesicritus; 
according to which, this great personage among horses died from 
age and fatigue. 
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frOln all parts, plied the Indian. infantry, and 
Porus himself, w-ith darts; who at length, dis
abled and unconscious, began to slide fron1 the 
beast. The Indian ,vho directed the elephant, 
supposing the king designed to alight, caused 
the animal to kneel, as was customary. Observ
ing the king's elephant bo,v to the ground, the 
others, as they had been train~d, did the saIne. 
Thus one incident delivered Porus and all his 
adherents to the conqueror. 

50. Alexander, concluding that Porus \vas 
dead, ordered his body to be s tri pped; and those 
,vhose office it 'vas, ran in to take off his arnlour 
and robes: when the spirited elephant began to 
defend his master, and attack the spoilers, and, 
lifting the rescued body ,vith his trunk to his 
back, replaced it there. 'Vhereupon the l\'face
donians covered the beast \vith darts, and.having 
killed it, laid Porus in a 'vaggon. Alexander, 
perceiving the ,vounded prince to open his eyes, 
,vas incited, not by antipathy, but by cOInpas
sion, to say: "'Vhat phrenzy, knowing lny 
" achievements, prompted thee, unhappy deter
" mination, to try with nle the fortune of ,var ; 
H ,vhen thy neighbour Taxiles ,vas an example 
" to thee of my cleillency to the submitting ?"
- -' Because thou freely inquirest,' said the In
dian, 'I will answer freely. No one I accounted 
, stronger thaulnyself. .l\/Iy own force I knew, 
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, not yet measured with thine. The battle 
C has taught me that thou art the greater COIn

, mander; but I hold it 110 trivial satisfaction, 
4 to rank second.' To the appeal fron1 Alexan
der ,vhich followed: "What dost thou consider, 
" that I, as a victor, ought to determine respect
" ing thee?" Porus ,answered: 'Let this day 
f. instruct thee, by ,,,hich thou seest ho,v pre
, carious is prosperity.' Such an adlnonition 
availed him more than entreaty. By his 11lagna,
nimity, and fearless spirit untouched by adversi
ty-Alexander, struck, esteemed hinl worthy to 
be entertained, not only kindly, but honourably. 
llis attentions to hin1 under recovery, ,,,ere such 
as if he had bled in his service. Contrary to 
universal expectation, he enrolled hinl aIllong 
his friends. Soon aftenvards, he elevated him, 
by enlarging his kingdom. Nothing seemed 
lTIOre constitutional and uniform in Alexander's 
disposition, than adlniration of real greatness. 
Nevertheless, the Macedonian was more just in 
the arbitration of reno,vn to an enemy, than to 
a subject: 'inasmuch as he apprehended, that the 
celebrity of his officers might interfere ,vith his 
own, an~ that his o,,,n fame ,vould be illustrious 
in proportion to the majestic reputation of the 
vanquished. ' 
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BOO I( IX. 

THE lVlACEDONIANS REFUSE T9 PASS THE HYP ASIS. 
VOYAGE DOWN THE INDUS. CITY OF THE OXY
DRAClE STORMED. COUNTRIES SKIRTING TilE 
INDUS. NEARCHUS DETACHED, ALEXANDER ItE.. 
TURNS BY LAND. . 

• 

C HA P. I. 

Alexander directs a navy to be prepared, and ad .. 
vances to the Hypasis. Engagements with 
several Indian tribes. Submission qf Sophites 
and Phegelas. 

l. JOYOUSLY affected by so menlorable a 
vi~tory, ,vhich he regarded as opening to him 
the limits of the East, Alexander offered sacri
fices to the S·un. And, that his troops, ,vhom 
lIe had assembled to receive his conlmendations, 
lllight execute .,vith increased alacrity the re
lnaining operations, he informed them, 'That 
, the bulwark of India had been demolished 'by 
, the recent battle. A ulagnificent booty a,vaited 
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'them. The riches lllost in cstcelU sprang up 
, in the country to \vhich they were 111m'ching. 
, The superseded spoils of Persia 11ad become 
, comparatively \vorthless. They luight count 
, on filling, not their o\vn houses nlerely, but 
, Macedon and Greece, \vith gems and pearls, 
, gold and ivory.' The soldiers, as eager for 
l'iches as glory, promised their services unani
mously, because his representations had never 
deceived them. 

The assembly dismissed with sanguine anti
cipations, he' directed ships to be built, that 
,vhen his troops should have overrun all Asia, 
he might explore the ocean surrounding the 
earth. The neighbouring mountains abounded 
,vith timber fit for naval architecture: as the 
\vorkmen were felling it, they found serpents of 
uncommon dimensions *. On these ridges, the 
rhinoceros ,vas also seen, a rare anilnal in other 
parts of India t. This name for the [nose-horned] 
monster, ,vas introduced by the Greeks; the 
term for it in the Indian dialects has a different 
inlport. 

Two cities founded, one on each bank of 
the river, which the king had repassed; he 

:1/1 Diodorus, lElian, and Arrian, state their length at sixteen feet. 
Onesicl'itus, apud Strabonem, is so extravagant as to mention 120 

and 210 feet, respectively, as the measure of two that were met 
with. t Ante, p. ~63. 
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presented each of his generals \vith a chaplet 
and a thousand pieces ofgold. The other officers 
he aI,so re\varded, in proportion to their rank in 
the army, or their achievements. 

Abisares, who previously to the battle with 
Porus had sent atnbassadors to Alexander, no\v, 
by a second legation, convGyed an assurance, 
, That he was ready to eiecute aU the king's 
, mandates, provided he ,vere not required to 
, surrender his person; for he \vould neither 
, live ,vithout the regal dignity, 110r reign a 
, captive king.' Alexander replied: "Announce 
f.' to him, that ifit will incon1mode hilll to attend 
" me, I will visit him." 

2. Having once lllore passed the river, he 
proceeded with Porus to the interior of the 
country. There, ,voods, containing trees emi
nently lofty, shaded an almost illiu1itable space: 
ramifications-for the most part, large as the 
trunks of ordinary trees-.ben t do\vn to the 
earth *, shot again from the bed through \vhich 
they had t\visted, growing not like branches, but 
as stems from a root. The temperature of the 
air is salubrious; as umbrageous skreens mitigate 
the heat of the sun, and lavish waters emanate 
from spring~. Here also glided serpents, in 
astonishing multiplicity, \vhose scales returned 

• So Theophrastus, de plantis, iv. 5, and Pliny, xii. 5, and modern 
writers apud Clusium, iu notis ad GA.RSU~ Historiam aromatum. 
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gleams of gold: none are armed ,vi th mor~ 
virulent poison; death quickly followed their 
bite, till an antidote ,vas communicated by the 
inhabi tan ts. 

lienee Alexander pas~ed throug}1 desert 
tracts to the river l-Iydraotes: skirting- ,vhich 
,vas a dense grove, formed of trees not common 
elsewhere, and full of wild peacocks. 

The cmnp relnoved, he, by a military circle *, 
reduced a town not very distant: Receiving 
hostages, he imposed a tribute on the place. 
lIe proceeded to a city, considerable in regard 
to the territo!y, defended not only by a ,vall, 
but by a lake. The Barbarians met hiln ,vith 
'var~chariots fastened tog-ether: some had darts, 
some pikes, some battle-axes: they were seen 

,actively leaping from car to car, to succour 
such combatants as ,vere severely pressed. At 
first, this new way of fighting startled: the l\Ia
cedonians, as they ,vere ,vounded before they 
could corne to close action. At length, de
spising so irregular an armatllent, having sur
rounded the chariots, they began to spear their 
fierce adversaries. That these Ipachines nlight 
be beset singly, the king- ordered the ligaments 
by ,vhich they ,vere connected to be cut. Eight 
thousand Indians having thus fallen, the rest 

• Vol. i. p. 386. 
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sought refuge In the town. On the following 
day, the Mace40nians took the ramparts by 
escalade. Flight saved a fe,,, of the inhabit
ants, ,vho,- sensible that the place must fall, 
swaIn over the lake. These spread consterna
tion through the neighbouring cities, reporting, 
that an invincible army of gods 'vas come. 

S. Having detached Perdiccas with a light 
division to ravage the country, and committed 
part of the army to Eumenes to compel several 
hordes to surrender, Alexander cond~cted his 
remaining force against a powerful city, in 
which the inhabitants of other places had also 
taken r~fuge. The to'vn~-people, having sent 
deputies to entreat Alexander, nevertheless pre
pared for ,var; suddenly divided by conflicting 
counsels; these preferring any hardship to sub
Inission, and those deeming resistance unavail
ing.' But ,vhile nothing ,vas regulated by con
cert, the party urgent for' surrender, opened the 
gates to the enemy. 

Notwithstanding the king might have justly 
punished the instigators to hostilities, yet he 
pardoned all, and, having taken hostages, march
ed to the next city. Conducted at the van of 
the army, the hostages were recognised, by the 
inhabitapts from the ,valls" to belong to the 
same nation, and ,vere summoned to a parley. 
By a representation of the king's clemency and 

VOL II. x 
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,power, they'induced them to surrender. And, 
in a similar ~lanner, the king received other 

. to,VllS in to allegiance. 
'Hence he advanced into the kingdom of 

Sophi,tes. This nation, considered as Barba
. rian, excels in ,visdom, and is governed by sa
lutary customs. The children are not reared 
and edu,cated according to the decision of the 
parents, but of officers appointed to 'examine 
the confonnation of infants; \vho, if they ob
serve- any to be 1110nsters or defective in their 
limbs, cause them to be killed *. These people, 
ill contracting marriage, are not influenced by 

. the tribe and nobility of the parties, but by a 
choice beauty of exterior, because this is prized 
in children. 

4. In the city to 'vhich Alexander had led 
·his army, Sophites himself resided. The gates 
were closed, but no soldiers appeared on the 
walls or towers; and the l\1acedonians \vere in 
doubt, ,vhether the inhabitants had evacuated 
the place, or lay there insidiously concealed. 
On a sudden, the gate opens, and the rajah ap

.. As we have found, in other parts of India, in the systems of na
tive philosophers, metaphysical varieties, corresponding to the con
clusions of European speculators; so, perhaps, when the Panjab is 

; better known, this district may display some traces, still remaining, 

of a parallel to one of the most remarkable institutions of Ly
ICurgUS. 
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proaches; with his two adult sons. He far sur... 
passed all the Barbarians in manly beauty. Of 
purple and embroidered gold was his vest, which 
covered even his legs: his golden sandals were 
studded with gems: from the shoulders to each 
'\vrist, he was ornamented with pearls: the pen ... 
dants from his ears, were pearls of extraordinary 
:whiteness and magnitude: he carried a trun
cheon of gold set with beryls. Having delivet
ed this to Alexander, he surrendered himseli; 
his children, and his country, praying that he 
'vou~d protect them,. 

This district produces excellent hunting
dogs: they are said to discontinue their cry 
'vhen they see th~ gaIne: they mostly unken
nel the lion. To display their mettle to Alex
ander, the rajah ~a\lsed a lion pf uncomnlon size 
to be turned out before him, and four dogs, in 
all, to be set against it: they promptly fastened 
on the predatory beast. Then a menjal, accus
tomed to such offices, pulled one of the dogs 
strongly by the leg: the dog not coming off, 
he began to sev,er the litnb ,vith a hanger: nor 
by this w~ the tenacity of the animal over
~ome: the, keeper then proceeded to cut it in 
another part: and the dog not yet relaxing its 
1101d, he hacked it to pieces, the animal dying 
,vith its teeth fixed in the lion. .Such eagernes_s 
for their game h~s nature implanted i~ th~s~ ~ni,:, 

x2 
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mals" according to ancient writers. I confess, 
that I transcribe more than I believe * ; for I 
cannot bring myself either to affirm particulars 
,vhich I regard as doubtful, or to suppress trans
mitted accounts, interesting, if true. 

Sophites left in his government,-Alexander 
~as arrived at the river Hypasis; joined there by 
Hephrestion, who had subdued another province. 
Phegelas~ was rajah ,of the bordering district, 
:who, having directed his. subjects to '.continue 
cultivating !heir Jands, met Alexander with pre
sents, wholly disposed to obey his authority. ' 

C HAP. It. 

Report rf'the region. hetween the Hypasis and the 
Ganges: A le.vander invites his soldiers to pro
ceed. . 

5. AFTER remaining ,vith this prince two 
days, on the third Alexander had intended to 
pass the river, difficult of transcent, from its 

.. Yet the relation suspected by Curtius is given, with exact con
currence, by ,Diodorus, lib. xvii. Strabo, lib. xv. lElian, Hist. 
Anim. viii. Pliny, viii. 4. ~lutarch, de Sol: Anim. Similar barbari
ties have been practised on English bull-dog!!, with similar results. . 
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expansive breadth, and from 'rocks ill the 'chan
nel. . Applying,' therefore, to Phegelas for ne
cessary information, he obtained this report: 

Beyond the Hypasis lays a vast ~esart* of-ele
, ven days' journey.' Afterwardst, the- Ganges 
, intercepts an invader, .the largest river of all 

• Tamerlane, in his march from Adjodin to Balnir, experienced 
that the country between the lower parts of the Hyphasis and the 
Ganges, has 3: desart in it; as Major ,Rennell has r~marked'- How
ever, there is no indication of it in ancient maps ': but accurate mo
dern maps exhibit it, extending from Ferosepour to the Gulf of Cutch. 
Phegelas, in giving the information to Alexander, would speak l,lpder 
impressions sufficient to prevent HIM from thinking of a more north
ward track; for Cashmir, and a length of region between the Gange~ 
and the Gogra, were anciently annexed to Scythia intra lmaum: 
while to Alexander, to whom the Scythians would not have been 
formidable, no other road to the Ganges was known than that whicb 
a petty prince, under his own relative and local notions, presented. 
Nadih Shah, however, in his invasion ofIndia, A. D. 1738, moved 
on a line, not intersecting the desart; and in penetrating through the 
mountains to the north of India, and in conflicts with the fierce na
tions inhabiting the countries which stretch from the banks of ~h~ 
Oxus to the frontiers of Persia, though possessed of absolute power., 
and distinguished by eminent talents and long experience as a com
mam~er, he had the mortification to lose a great part of his forces. 
[See an account of his retreat and sufferings in the Memoirs of 
Kl/(yeh Abdulkurren, a Cashmerian of distinction, who served in his 
army.] The subject is rendered peculiarly interesting by the pro
jected invasion of Hindostan by Buonaparte, who might more wise
ly, because the probability and the glory of success would be greater, 
in conjunction with Russia, make an attempt on China. 

t Between the desart of Cobi, at its greatest breadth about 150 
miles, and the Ganges, there are, however, extensive fertile tracts. 
Nor does the text, "hich is a sketch of the principal obstacles to an 

~y, imply the non.existence of what is not detailed. It is plain, 
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'India. The farther bank is inhabited by the 
, Gangaridre and the Prasii: Aggrammes, the 

king of those nations, guards his frontiers 
, with twenty thousand horse and two hun..' 
, dred thousand foot: besides,' said Phegelas, 

he drives to the field ·two thousand ,val' cha..: 
'riots, and elephants, the most terrible of 
'armaments, to the atllOunt of three thou
, sand.' 

Alexander, to whom all these things ap-, 
peared incredible, inquired of Porus, ,vho was 
with him, whether they ,vere true? Porus af
f)'rmed, ' That the natural defences and forces 
, of that kingdom were not exaggerated. He 
, added, that the individual on the throne, in 
, no respect noble, ,vas of the lowest extrac
'tion. His father had been a barber, who 
~ scarcely subsisted on his daily earnings, till 
, his person recommended him to the queen. 
, Through her, the favourite was pro1110ted to 
~ the most confidential office about the king. 

from the subsequent reflections of Alexander, that he was apprised 
by his native guides of the intervention of several rivers. 

We must not, 40wever, pronounce on ancient historians, where 
they dQ not fully coincide with modern surveys, as though the fea
tures on the earth's surface were unalterable. 'Within the memory 
of Europeans, many of the rivers of India have materially changed 
their course, and extensive accessions of new soil have been forme4 
by their inundations. On the contrary, in central .Asia, the desart~ 

~re increasing by the decomposition of hills of sand-ston~.. 
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, .The abused king taken off by treason, he. 
, seized the sovereignty under the name of 
, guardianship to the royal- children. Having 
, killed these, he had born to :him this Ag-, 
, granlmes no\v"reigning, aInid the contemptancl 
, hatre~ of his subjects, on \vhom the 'fa.ther's ' 
, history nlad~ more impression than the son's, 
, elevation.' 

The corrobqration of Porus filled AI~xander' 
,vith deep solicitude. Alexander despised the, 
enemy and the elephants: he feared the situ
ation of the country and the ,rapidity of the, 
rivers. Arduous it appeared, to explore, and, 
force from obscurity, nations withdra\vn almost 
to the bounds of the habitable world. On the, 

.other hand, his anlbition, never to be sated ,vi,th. 
power a,nd fame, viewed no obstructions as in-. 
surmountable, and no regions as remote. Still, 
at intervals, he doubted, \vhether the Macedo- , 
nians, having traversed so great a portion of. 
the earth, having grown old in fighting and,. 
n~arching, ,vould be 'vining to nlove to,vard so' 
luany rivers, and Inore repelling difficulties" i~-" 

terposed by nature. Rich with booty to in
cunlbrance,. they had rather enjoy what they. 
had' won, than toil for new acquisitions~ Fron1: 
THEIR object, far dissimilar HIS. His. mind. 
ell1braced the ,vorld, yet at the beginning of 
his operations. The so.ldiers, ,vorn out; long~d, 

. · 



31~ QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book IX. 

for- the speedy consummation of danger, -as their 

gr~at re\vard. 


6.- Ambition tri~mphed over Inoderation; 
and to the convened l\1acedonian anuy he de
~laimed to this effect. "I am. a\vare, soldiers! 
" that the' 'Indians have, these few last days, 
"- rumoured m~ny things designed to terrify 
,,' you. But you have not to learn the airiness 
" of fiction. Thus the defile of Cilicia, the 
" plains of Mesopotamia; ,vere formidable in 
" the reports· of the Persians; the Euphrates 
(' over' \vhlch ,ve thre\v a bridge, the Tigris 
" which ,ve forded, impassable. Fame never 
" describes correctly; ,vhen she is herald, all 
" is magnified. Our o\vn glory, though it .has . 
" a real foundation, ascends, on the voices of . 
" Dlen, above our achievements. 

, "But recently, \vho had believed that \ve 
" could pass the Hydaspes, overC01ne elephants 
,,'standing like bastions, and surmount other 
'" obstacles, more terrible to hear of than to en
" counter? We had long sil~ce fled from Asia, 
" if fables could vanquish us. 

'.' Think you, that there are g-reater herds 
ff. ,of elephants than of other cattle? a rare spe
~, cies, JIot easily taken, and more difficult to 
f' trajn.. The same fabrication has assigned the 
" numbers of the enemy's infantry and cavalry. 
~, Now regarding the ri vel', in proportion as it 
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" is 'broad, the stream Illust be gentle; for Q. 

" confined channel conduces to shoal-waters 
" and torrents. But all the peril lies in land
" ing from the boats in presence of an enemy; 
" whatever breadth offlood intervene, the strug
" gle is the same at climbing the beach, 

" Let us, ho,vever, suppose all these reports 
" to be trne.-vVhat creates your terrors? the 
" D1agnitude of the beasts, or the multiplicity 
" of the Inen? 'Vith respect to the elephants, 
" we have just experienced, that they invade 
" their o,¥n lines 1110re furiously than ours, and 
" that axes and bills can disable their vast 
"limbs. vVhat does it concern' us, whether 
,~ Aggratnmes has the same number that Porus 
" had, or three thousand? Since we see, that 
" ,vound one Or two, and the rest fly. Add, 
" that if it be difficult -to manage ~ few, ,vhat 
" fierce collisions must occur among collected 
" 'thousands, unable, from terror, to stand be.. 
" fore the enemy, ,vith bodies unfit for evolu
" tion, and without room to retire! ' Indeed, I 
" so thoroughly despise them, that since I,have 
" had elephants, I have not used them in the 
" field, con vinced that they yield the sharper 
H "annoyance to their friends. 

" But t:le n1ultitude of horse and foot dis
" concerts you! because you' have been used 
" to combat small bands; and now, for the 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book, IX., 

" first time, you have to meet a disorderly· 
"mass. The Granicus attests the invincible 
" energies of the l\1acedonians against a supe
" rior number; and Cilicia, inundated with 
" Persian blood; and the plains of Arbela, co
" vered \vith the bones of a routed host. You' 
" begin too late to count the enemy, after your 
" victories have depopulated Asia. 'Vhile elll
" barking at the I-Iellespont, then you should· 
" have reflected on your small nUll~ber :-NO\V 

" the Scythre attend us, the Bactrians assist us,' 
U the Dahre and Sogdiani figh t in our ranks. 
&( Not, however, that I rely on this horde. I 
" look to my lVlacedonians; in your valour I 
H confide, as a pledge for the results \vhich I 
" alll at the point to achieve. While you will 
" st~n~l in battalion at Illy side, I \vill enume
" rate neither Iny own, nor the enemy's army: 
.~ only display, in cooperation with me, un
" bounded cheerfulness and confidence. 'Ve 
c~ are no\v at the close of our ,York. 'Ve have 
" reached the ocean, and the place \vhence the 
A' sun rises; and, unless inertness interpose, we 
" shall return thence victorious to our country, 
.~ tIle last region in the \vorld subdued. Do not 
" imitate those cultivators, \vho indolently let 
c~ ripe fruit fall out of their hands. The reward 
cc outweighs the danger. That kingdolll is opu
" lent; the people, unwarlike. Therefore I anl 



Chap. II.' QUINTUS CURTIUS:" SlS: 

" leading you, not so much to glory as to spoi1. 
" You deserve to carry home the riches which' 
" the Indian sea diffuses on the shore~ I t were' 
" unworthy of you to leave, through fear, any 
" thing unattelnpted. 

" .By your glory, in which you surpass the' 
" most illustrious nations; by the offices, for
" exchanged benefits, . which \ve nlutual1y ll1e-' 

" rit, a contest in \vhich neither of us can' 
" yield,-I implore and conjure you not .to' 
" abandon your nurtured champion, your fel:'" 
" low soldier, I 'will not say your king, ad-' 
cc vancing to the confines of hunlan things: 
" "Your previous exertions ,vere tributes of obe-' 
"dience. This one I anl to owe to your at
H tachment. And he 'who is asking this, never' 
" laid on you a cOlnmand, 'without being ~he' 
" first to presen t himself to danger: the line he' 
" has oflen protected ,vith his shield. Nor' 
" blast the palm-branch in nly hands, t11rougll' 
" \vhich, if envy can be repelled, I shall equal' 
c~ Hercules and Bacchus. Grant your king this 
" boon, and break your obstina~e silenc~. 'Vhere' 
" is the shout expressiye of your ready zeal? 
" \vhere the intrepid countenance of my IVlace
" donians? I cannot recognise ITIy own sol.. 
" diers, nor seenl I known to them. l\fy words 
" play in deaf ears: I aITI striving to stimulate 
" alienated, insensible, minds. 
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. 7. As their silence ,vas perseve~'ing; and 
their faces remained directed to the ground: 
" I aIn ignorant," resunled he, " ,vhat is Illy 
" inadvertent offence, for which you refuse to 
" turn your eyes upon TIle. I seem in a desart: 
" no one answers Ine, not even in the negative. 
" Have I any auditors? - - But ,vhat" do I 
" ,req':lire? 'Ve are rescuing y6ur own great
" ness and glory. Where are the men W'hom I 
" sa\v recently contending for the prerogative 
" of carrying their ,vounded king? I am aban
" doned, betrayed to the enemy. - I ,vill, ho,v
" ever, proceed alone. Expose me to rivers, 
" to elephants, and to tribes at whose nalnes 
,~ you tremble. Though you desert me, I shall 
': find follo,vers. The Scythre and Bactrians 
" will be nly cOInpanions; not long since our 
" enemies, no\v our soldiers. It 'vere better to 
" fall, than to be- made your leader through en
"treaty. Go, return home; having abandoned 
,~ your khig, go thither triumphantly; ,vhile, in' 
". this region" I shall find either the victory of 
" ,vhich you despair, or honourable death~" 
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C HAP. III. 

The unwillingness if tIle troops to proceed eJ/
pressed by Ccenos. Alexander 'crects memorials 
of his expedition, and returns to the Acesines. 
He embarks on the Hydaspes. 

By no 'address could Alexander obtain an ac
clamation from the soldiers. They were ,vaiting 
for the generals, and chief officers, to represent 
to him, Tha~, languid from wounds, and' ,vorn 
out with continual service, they did not refuse, 
but they were unequal to the duties of the ex'
pedition.. Under, the stupefaction of hesitating 
fear, their eyes ,vere rivetted to the ground: ~he 
first expression fronl them was' an impulsive 
murmur; then was poured out a groan half
stifled; by degrees their grief gre\v bolder, 
flowing in tears. His i~dignation yielding to 
sympathy, the' king himself could not govern 
his suffused eyes. At length, ,vIlile the whole 
assembly were 'veeping unrestrainedly, Crenos 
alone had the firmness to approach the tribunalJ 

intimating -a desire to speak. As the soldiers 
sa\v hilll taking off his helmet, the customary 
prelude to addressing the king, they exhorted 
him to plead the cause of the ~rmy. 
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8. "~Iay the gods," then began Crenos, 
" preserve us from impious thoughts; and they 
" do pr~serve us. In your soldiers lives the 
" sall1e spirit that always lived-to march, to 

..... fi-ght, tQ enterprise, as you command; and, 
'," by our blood, to enhance your name to pos
" terity.. Therefore, if you prcceed,-,ve, un
"armed, indeed, and naked, and pallid,. will 
" follo\v, or penetrate first, let your will point 

-'( ,vllithersoever. \Nevertlleless, sire! jf yo~ 
" are ,villing to receive from your soldiers, 110t 

." fabrications, but truths wrung out by th~ 
" last necessity, listen propitiously to the con
" stant adherents of your goverl11nent and for
"tune. Sire! by stupendous exploits, you 

," llave vanquished not only your enenlies, but 
" your own soldiers: ,vhatever mortals could 
" effect, ,ve have accoluplished: to us the pro
" perties of traversed seas and regions are bet
" ter kno\vn than to the inhabitants and bor
" derers:' ,ve stand almost on the frontier of 
" the 'vorld~ You are preparing to advance 
" into another orb *; to .explore an India un
" kno\vn to the Indians; to rouse from their 
" lairs savages ,vho live among ,vild beasts and 
".serpents, that you tuay illumine by victories 

iii The anticlimax in this train of ideas might arise from the speak

er's want of skill; or it might be intentional. It has much the air of 

a stroke of covert satire. 
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" more tracts than the sun visits. The design 
" is suitable to your unbounded Inind; but it 
" is too large for ours. 'Your virtue will ever 
" be in emanation: our vigour is nearly ex
" haus ted. Behold our pallid bodies, pierced 
" ,vith so many ,vounds, unsound with so 
" nlany scars. Already our ,veapons are blulit
" ed, our annour failing. 'Ve wear Persian 
" habits, because national cannot be conveyed 
'" hither; ,ve have degenerated into foreign 
" Inanners.' 'Vho has a cuirass? 'who, a horse f 
" Let it be inquired-ho\v Inany of us are at
" tended by slaves? how 111uch booty anyone 
" has left? Conquei'ors of the ,vorlcl, \ve are 
" destitute of every thing. Nor frOlu luxury 
" spring our difficulties: we have worn out, in 
",var, the equipluents and sinews 'of ,yare 
,-c 'Vill you expose this Inost gallant army, un
" provided, to stupendous beasts? of which, 
" though the Barbarians Inay designedly exag
" gerate the total, yet I infer, even fronl the 
" false report, that the nutuber is great. 

" If still, sire! your intention be fixed on 
" penetrating India, the part trending south
" ,vard is less extensive: after its subjugation, 
" \ve tuay coast that sea \vhich nature has willed 
" should bound the theatre of man. 'Yhy strike 
" circuito"!1sly at glory, when it is seated near? 
" Here as well the ocean intercepts us. Unless 
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" you prefer to 1'0ve \vithoqt auspices, ,ve have 
" arrived whither your fortune conducted. 

," I chose, sire! rather to repeat these things 
" in your audience, in this assembly, than in 
" your, absence: not that I might ingratiate 
(C DlySelf with the listening army, but J:hat you 
" might hear the voice of men boldly speaking 
Ie out; more satisfactory than the groaning of 
U mGn cOlnmunicating in ,vhispers." 

9. As Crenos closed, this appeal, all round 
tIlere burst out a shout with wailing; inter
tningled voices calling king! father! sovereign 
lord! And no\v other general officers, especial
ly the senior, whose apology ,vas the more 
graceful, and their application ,veightier, by 
reason of their venerable appearance, pleaded to 
the same effect. 

Alexander could neither repress the pertina
,ciOllS, 110r soothe the vehement. Disconcerted, 
he leaped from the tribunal. He secluded hinl
self in his pavilion; to all besides his retinue 
prohibiting admission. Having sacrificed two 
days to resentment, on the third he appeared 
publicly. He ordered to be erected, as nlonu
ments of his expedition, twelve altars * of hewn 

• These were stupendous; seventy-five feet high. Diodorus. 

From distances left by Pliny, M~or Rennell has deduced their 
$ituation to have been near the confluence of the Hyplmsis and 
Hesudrus. 
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stone; the ramparts of 'his encampment to ,be 
extended; and beds to be'left; of greater di
Inension,s than corresponded ,vith' the 'ordinary 
proportions of man:. designing a slibject of false 
,yonder to posterity. 

~ Hence, remeasuring the'space which he had 
traversed, he encamped on the bank of the Ace. 
sines. Crenos, attacked by sickness, here died. 
The king, indeed, mourned his death: never... 
theless he renlarked, 'That, for a few daY3, 

, , Crenos had made a long speech, as though lie 
, alone \vere to have ~evisited Macedon.' 

.1Vlean"vhile *, l\'iemnon had' conducted from 
. Thrace a reiilforcelnent of six thousand cavalry; 

there arri ved, besides~ seven thousand infantry, 
,vhich Harpalus had sent by' him. ,Menlnon 

. also' brought hventy.five tbousand suits of arms, 
inlaid ,vith goid and silver: Having distributed 
these, Alexander caused the old to be burned. 

J. 

By this time, the' fleet \vhich he had directed 
shouid 'be built, was floating at anchor. De

.signing to proceed to the ocean with a thousand 
ships t, he 'left in their kingdOlns Porus 'and 

'l!'- Curtius, transposit. 

t Arrian, following Ptolemy;s narrative, makes the number nea~Iy 
two thousand. As the Panjab country is full of navigable rivers, on 
which all the intercourse among the natives was car~ied on, it ab~un~
ed with vessels ready constrllcted to the conqueror's ha~ds. Could 
we credit the account [Diod. Sic. ii. 74.] of the invasion ofI,n,dia by 
Semiramis, no fewer than four thousand vess~ls were assembled on 

VOL. II. y 
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Taxiles; l1aving, when they \vere renewing an~ 
cient discords and feuds, by a family-alliance, 
established friendship between them. Both had 
been zealously instrumental to the building of 
his fleet. 

He also rebuilt the two ne\vly founded ci. 
ties:it: one he denominated Nicrea; the other, 

tIle Indus to oppose her Aeet. It is remarkable, that when Mahmond 
of Gaznab invaded India, a Beet was collected on the Indus to repel 
him consisting of the same number. 'Ve learn from the Ayeen Ak. 
lier!" (vol. ii. p. 143.] that the inhabitants of this part of India, con
tinued, at the date of it, the communication with each other by 
water; and that. the inhabitants of the Circar of Tatta alone, had 
not less than forty thousand vessels of various constructions. Ro. 

BEnTSON. 

The vessels employed by Alexander appear to have been, partly 
eollected on the Indus~ and partly constructed for the occasion. 
They were :-1. Long,ships for the purpQse ofwar; ~. Round ships 
Cor carrying provisiogs, baggage, &c.; and, S. Vessels for transport
ing horses. The Ionians, Cyprians, Phrenicians, and natives ofother 
maritime nations, who followed the standard of Alexander, appear to 
have be~n his naval architects. GILLIES-. 

Alexander had also, under his command, the skill and industry of 
the native ship-builders. 

• He also built two cities. OnIG.-To the cities mentioned to be 
founded, ante, p. S02, no names are assigned. Those named abov~ 
are probably the former, rebuilt, or restored with some a~teration of 

site; for it results, from comparing Curtius with Arrian and Strabo, 
that Alexander established but two on the Hydaspes, nor more than 
three in the PANJAB, fixing the third on the Acelines. Arrian in
fOnDS us, that Nicrea and Bucephalia, having been destroyed by rains, 
were rebuilt. As military stations, it may appear surprising that they 

were liable to such accidents: they were, without doubt, IN PART, 

of solid ma.terials, and impregnable to floods :-On this subject, a 
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dedicating it to the memory of his horse, whi<;h 
was now dead, he named Bucephalia. 

Having ordered that the ele- Ol!Jmp. uiii. 2. 

pl1unts* and baggage-train should ~. c. 326. 
~ II b I I I 1 h JEtal. AlfX. so.10 ow y and, he (eSCelH e( t e R eg.l0. 

river [Hydaspes]; proceeding ev~ry 1111p.4. 

day about sixty t stadia, that he might sue-

writer of great learning and research has the following juqicious ob. 
servation: it meets more than one o~jection. . . 

No magnificent idea is requisite to conceive the building of cities 
in the East. A fort or citadel, with a tnud wall to mark the circum. 
(erence of the pt:ttah or town, is aU that falls to the share of the 
founder. The habitations are raised in a few days or hours. If the 
place be not commodious enough for civil purposes to invite inha
bitants, they are ~upplied by force. Timour, as well as Alexander, 
built citi~s in two, three, or five days. The soldan uf Egypt in5ul~ 
Timour by telling him: " The cities of the East are built of mud, 
If and ephemeral: ours in Syria and Egypt are of stone, and eternal. 
Ie Chel'ej-eddill." VINCENT.-Subsequently, Alexander foundt:d a 
city just above the territory of the Musicahi, and se\'~ral cities n~ar 
the delta of the ~ndus. See, infra, chap. viii. 26, and x. 32. 

• The anny of one hundred and twent) thousand men had now 
received an accession of two hundred elephants. Arrian and Strubo 
represent a third division of the anny to have been embarked. See, 
infra, chap. viii. sect. CZ5. 

t Forty. CURT.-The objection by the commt'ntators to fort!} 
was originally founded on an erroneous calculation of the wllOle dis
tance of the navigation to the mouth of the 1Ild~s, combiDed with the 
time consumed in the voyage. The time exceeded nine months. The 
distance, instead of being 12,000 stadia, appea~, from the researches 
of Major Rennell, to be about 8000 stadia, or 1000 British miles, by 

-'~ 

the course of the river. Five miles a day 011 the average, leaves fo~ 
debarkations, skirmishes" sieges, and other occasional iutt>ITuptionl, 
a surplus of about eighty-five days; which seems scarc~l.y' ~udicientt 
Add to this, that by comp~iDg sections of the dilt~~~ with MajQt 

y~ 
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cessive1y d~hai'k his', fOl'ces' at convenient 
places. 

CHAP. IV. 

Reduction of t~e Sobii~ and other tribes. lJifficult 
navigation. llIutiny. Ale.1}ander disperses the 

- army of the O.l'Ydracte and the Malli. 

10. 'HE had no," reached the spot at ,vhich
the Hydaspes falls into the Acesines. Hence 
the united stre~nl, runs along the borders of tl~e 
So~ii. These people have a tradition, that their 

-ancestors, belonging to the army of Hercules, 
falling sick, ,vere left here, and took up tl~e 

'settlelneIit of which themselves ,vere in posse~
sion: For a covering, they had skins of' beasts; 
and their weapon w'as a club. Although the 
Greek manners 'were nearly extinguished, yet 
lnany traces remained of ,their origin. ' 

A debarkation here effected, he penetrated 
two hundred and fifty stadia, laid ,vaste the 
~ountry, and reduced the capital by a military 

Rennell's- corrected map, the fleet would appear to have proceeded 
sixty miles in eight days. The translator has therefore followed a 
suggestion of Dr. Vincent, to read LX instead of XL, supposing the 
:sum to have been expressed by NUM:iRALS. 
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circle. On the other bank of the rivers *, [the 
Agalessel1ses] a nation mustering forty thousand 
infantry, had stood obviant. He passed over 
the river, 'compelled them to fly, and stormed 
the fortress in which they shut themselves. The 
adult. males slain, the other inhabitants were 
sold. 

Afterwards, commencing an assault on an
other city, [lower down the river,]' the l\1acedo
nians ,vere gallan tly repulsed by the besieged, 
and lost a nUlnbel' of men. But as Alexander 
persevered in a close inyestment, the towns
people, despairing of safety, fired their habita .. 
tions. . Their children, ,vith themselves and 
their ,vives, they are devoting to the flames. 
These, as the invaders strove to extinguish, the 
incendiaries ,vere desirous to spread: a conten
tion of a new speeies, the inhabi tan ts are de~ 
stroying th~ city; and the enemy rescuing it; 
so ,var inverts the institutes of nature t. 

In the citadel, which had received no da-r 
mage, the king left a garrison. He ,vas navi
gated round the citadel; for three rivers, the 
largest in India, except the Ganges, direct their 

$ A tongue ofland between the Acesines and Hydaspes. 
t A town of Brachmannre,' or Bramins. Prevented from burning 

themselves with their houses, few came alive into the enemy's handi. 

This mode of conduct has been practised in our own times. Se~ 

Ormc':; Illdostan, vol. 'ii, p.255. RENNELL. 
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strean1S so as to form a foss to the fort. The 
Indus washes it on the north: On the south, 
flo\\ts the water of the Acesines and I-Ijdaspes, 
since their junction confounded in narrle, sepa.. 
rating to form a small delta where they fall into 

the hidus *. 
11. At their confluence, the rivers are agi

tated like the surf of the sea. I:y a Blass of 
heavy bjjme, successively displaced by the UJeet
ing streallls, the pabsage for ships is reduced to 
a narrow· khcre. .As the ll1Ultifold surges, roll .. 
ing in, assailed the vessels, here on the prow, 
and there at the side, the lnal'iners began to 
haul a\vay: ·but terror, and the rapidity of the 
torrents, prevented theln fronl working with 
effect. Two of tlle larger vessels foundered in 
,·iew of the fleet: tl~ smaller, which could in 

no wise be bteered, were drh'en on shore, but 
"\vithout damage. The king's bark whirled, 
broaching sidelong, anlong the swiftest eddies, 
,vhose tortuous impetuosIty made the rudder 
useless. The king had taken oft' his clothes, in 
order to leap into the river; and his friends 

were 5winlming at hand, to receive hil~1: but 

• The pnraphrnse of the conclusion of the sentellce, wpich makes 

it congruous and intdligible, may not be deemed violent, when it is 

considered that, in the manllcr in which the above united stream is 

8UPPO)ED, the bknded volume of the Tigris null Euphratt!s is Kl'\OWY, 

to separat~.' See ante, p. 6, note, hne 3. Otherwise, one bide of 
the triangle may be supposed to be a branch from the Indus. 
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em bracing the water seemed equally periloua 
wi th remaining on board. The cre\v therefore 
with tnighty enlulation plied the oars; and, by 
the highest exertion of human strength, "rowed 
the ship out of the besieging dangers. The 
breakers appeared to be cleft, and the ,vhirl~ 
pools to turn in a new direction: nevertheless, 
the ship could not be steered to the bank, but 
was stranded on the nearest shoal. The ,vhole 
scene presented t1le idea of a ,var with the river. 
Having erected altars corresponding in number 
to the rivers, Alexander offered sacrifice, and 
proceeded thirty stadia. 

12. Hence he marched into the region of 
. the Oxydracre and the lVlalli; ,vhom, accustom .. 
ed to ,vage Inutual ,var, the partnership of dan
ger had ,allied. They had collected an anny of 
ninety thousand infantry, ten thousand cavalry, 
and nine hundred chariots. 

The lVlacedonians, ·,vho had .l'eceut1y con.. 
fided, that they ,vel'e discharged from all dan
ger, unclerstanding that a fresh war ,vith the 
fiercest tribes of India ,vas impending, pervaded 
by sudden consternation, again munnured out 
seditious expressions against the king: 'True, 
, they had not been cO}l1peUed to descend the 
, Ganges, and ,vander over ,vhatever regions 
, lay beyond: he had not, however, closed the 
C 'val', but merely changed its direction. That 
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, their blood ~light .purchase for him a passage 
, ,to -the ocea~,. they' were exposed to·sa vage 
, hordes; carried beyond the genial influence 

of the sun and stars; forced to explore ex
~ panses \vhich nature intended to ,vithdravv 

from the. survey of man. To batter the ne,v 
, \veapons successively furnished them, ne\v 
, enemies were ever springing up. Were all 
,. these routed, w'hat reward a\vaited thelll when 
, they could advance, no farther? l\1ist, and 
, darkness, ~nd eternal night brooding on the 
, deep; a .sea ,replete \vith .111onsters ; . stagnant 
, ,vaters, \vhere nature seems to be expiring.' 

Devoid of solicitude for hitnself, perplexed 
by the agitation of the soldiers, Alexander as
sembled, informed, exhorted thenl: "The 
~, p~ople. \vhom you dread ,are unwarlike. Af~ 

~, ter these tribes, there is nothing to impede 
" our advancing to the extrenlity of the coast, 
" and ,reaching at once ·the end of our fatigues 
" and of the earth. On 'account of your fore"! 
" bodings, I have-relinquished the Ganges, and 
" the .num~rous, nations beyond it; and have 
" diverted nly career toward a province, \vhere 
" there i~ equal glory and less danger. The 
" ocean is already in sight; gentle breezes thence 
" already refresh us__ Envy Iue not the renown 
" \vhich I co,~et, and ,vhich you \vill participate~ 
,!.' .p~ the point of pass~~lg the bounds .. of, I-Icr
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" cules and Bacchus, you ,vill, at a light cost 
" to yourselves, confer imnlortal fame on your 
"king. Suffer me, at least, to lead you in 
" safety out of India; nor think of retiring as 
($ fugitiyes." 

. 13 .• The will of a multitude, especially of a 
military body, turns on a sInooth pivot; so that 
if a small thing causes a mutiny, a small thing 
appeases it. Never was a more cheerful re... 
sponse shouted from the army: "Under divine 
" auspices, lead on; and match, in glory, the 
" demi-gods whonl you enlulate." Well pleased. 
,vitli these acclmnations, Alexander advanced 
against the enemy. The two nations, the lllost 
intrepid in India, ,vere preparing vigorously for 
'val', and' had elected a general of tried ability 
from the Oxydracre. The Barbarian pitched his 
camp at the base of a lllountain; displaying 
fires over a ,vide space, to 111agnify his army in 
appearance; and, repeatedly attempting to alann 
the l\tlacedonians, no,v at rest, by ,vhoopings 
and 'yellings peculiarly hideous. 

At dawn, the king, full of confidence and 
hope, ordered the eager soldiers to arms, and to 
form in line. But the Barbarians, seized with. 
a panic, or rendered impotent by discord, sud
denly fled for shelter to trackless ridges pre
senting no pass. I-Iunting in vain for tha 
enemy, ·th~ king found only their baggag~\ 
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C II A P. V. 

Extraordinary adventure of Alexander at a city 
if the O.vydracce. 

14. THENCE he proceeded to a city of the 
Oxydracre, in which many of the fugitives had 
rallied, confiding not less in their \veapons, than 
in the fortifications. 

The king was 1110ving up: when a sooth. 
sayer ,varned him not to undertake, or at least 
to postpone, the siege, because dauger to his 
life "ras portended. Looking at Den10phoon, 
for that ,vas the soothsayer's nalne: "If," said 
the king, ",vhen thou art intent on thy mys
" tery, inspecting the in,vards, anyone should 

.t" 	interrupt thee, thou ,vouldst deem him, I 
I' cannot doubt, unprofitable and troublesome." 
Demophoon replied, that he certainly should. 
" Canst thou iInagine," resumed the king, 
" that, to a mind occupied, not about a sheep's 
" entrails, but with affairs of supreme in1port
" allce, any thing can be more annoying than 
(C a superstitious, deluded, soothsayer ?;, 

Having stopped only to pronounce thi~, he 
caused the scaling-ladders -to be raised; and, 
,vhile his attendants ,vere. hesitating, mounted 
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tl1e wall: the coping was narrow; no- battle.. 
Dlents ('r )wned the wall as in other fortresses! .. , 

but an unbroken parapet, carried round, fenced 
up the JHssage. Alexander therefore rather 
clung to the wall. than stood upon it; p':lrrying 
,vith his shield the darts discharged at him from 
the towers around. N or could the soldiers 
aSl~na, overwhelmed hy a shuwer of missiles 
from above. At length, sham~ conquered the 
'gre~tness of the peril; as they perceived that 
delay in theill would delh'er their leader to the 
enemy: but now their coope'rJ.tion was retarded 
Ly injudicious haste; for while all strove to 
mount tqgether, precipitated frOlll the oyer.. 
charg~d ladders, they (Iisappointed the only 
hope of the ,king. In the presence of a nu
merous army, he st,ood as unsupported, as 
though he had been in a desart. 

15. And now his left arm, circulating his 
shield to meet ilnportunate attacks, was "rea
ried. .lIis friends calling out to hinl to'leap 

down to them, stood prepared to receive him,
,vhen l1C hazarded a procedure, unprecederited, 
and confounding belief; for personal temerity 
remarkable, far lllore than for illustrious gene· 
ralship. \Vith a furious spring, he threw hilU
self into the fort crowded with enemies; al
though he could l~ardly expect to avoid, either 
dying without a conflict and unavenged, dr be.. 
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ing overpo\vered and taken alive before he could 
l'ise. ,But, happily, he so balanced his' body,
that he pitched on his feet; and, remaining. 
erect, proceeded to combat. Fortune had so 
provided, that he could not be surrounded: 
near the wall grew an old tree, ,vhose arn1S, 
exuberant in foliage, extended themselves as to 
protect the king. Against its broad trunk 
planting himself, he received on his buckler 
the invading missiles; for though l1lany COl1
centred their efforts on one, 110 assailant durst 
approach, and the branches intercepted -more 
darts - than reached his buckler. The a\ve in .. 
spired by a celebrated nalne fought, at first, 
effectually for the king. Afterwards, despera
tion prompted him to die charging heroically. 
But-enelllies successively flowing round-his 
shield ,vas already covered ,vith darts; his 
helmet, fractured ,vith stones; his knees,_ op
pressed through continual exertion, succumbent 
on the ground.· Hereupon those riearest, ,vith 
incautious triun1ph, rushed in; 01). hi's s\vord 
received, two of these fell lifeless before him: 
after ,vhich, no one having the boldness to press 
close, the el1en1Y assailed him with javelins and 
arrows.' 

16. Exposed to the attacks of all, supported 
,vith difficulty on his knees, he ~defended him-, 
self until an Indian so launched an arro\v two 
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. cubits long, that it entered his corslet a little 
above the right side. Distressed by this wound, 
the blood copiously sponting, Alexander drop
ped his arms like one expiring; and so enfeebled 
;was he, that his right hand pulled in vain to dis
lodge the arrow. The assailant who had ,vound
ed,. ran up ,vith hasty joy to despoil, hhn. 
As Alexander felt the plunderer's touch, it would 
seem, that disdain of the last dishonour to a ,var
rior recalled his swooning spirit; with his s\vord, 
applied underneath, he pierced the enemy's na
ked side . 
. . ' Three corses lay round the king: his living 
enemies stood aloof as thunderstruck.· He, de ... 
sirous. to exhale his last respiration fighting, en
deavoured to raise himself by his buckler, till·he 
.had not strength for another effort: afterwar4s, 
gr~sping the impending branches; he strove to 
stand up. Nor, so aided, vigorous enough to 
relnain standing, he once Inore sunk upon his 
knees; defying witIr his hand any of the Indians 
to cI9se fight. 

17. At length Peucestas, having in another 
part beat off the besieged, followed the course Qf 
,the ,vall till l1e reached the king. Regarding 
,his arrival not as the rescue of life, but as con~

.solation in death, the king leaned, his languid 
body against his shield. Then Timreus effected 
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11is ascent; and soon after Leonnatns, followed 
by Aristonus. 

At the cry that Alexander was within the ram .. 
parts, the Indians generally deserted other places, 
to rush hither; and were pressing his defenders. 
Of these Timreus;having l"eceived many ,vounds 
in front, fell after a glorio~s conflict. Peuces.. 
tas, pierced thrice with darts, nevertheless, ne.. 
glecting himself, cov~red the king with the llian 
regis. Leonnatlls, while actively r~pelling the 
Barbarians, struck grievously on the }leck, sunk 
half-dead at the king's feet. Now Peucestas, 
f~illt from ,voullds, had dropped the shield. 
The last reliance is on Aristonus-severely gash. 
ed, this single opponent can sustain no longer 
the inroad of the enemy. 

Meanwhile a report that the king ,vas killed, 
reached the ~Iacedonians. ,\Vhat would haye 
terrified others inflatned their courag~; for, reck .. 
less of every peril, they broke the wall with pick.. 
axes, rushed through the opening into the city, 
and slaughtered the Indians, more of whom fled 
in crowds than dared to engage. . The storuling 
troops spared neither the aged, nor women, nor 
children; regarding whom they soever luet, as 
the person who had wounded their king. At 
length the extermination of the enenlY has satis
fied their l'age. 
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Clitarchus, as ,veIl as Timagenes, represents 
Ptolemy, ,vho ,vas subsequently a sovereign, to 
have been present at this assault: But Ptolemy, 
truly no detractor from his own glory, relates 
that he was absent,' detached on an expedition. 
Of framers of ancient histories, such is the neg
ligence,-or, an equal blelnish, the credulity. 

18. The king having been borne into his 
tent, the surgeons sawed off the wooden shaft 
of the javelin ilnplanted in his body, so as not 
to agitate the iron head: baring the flesh to in
spect this, they found that the 'point ,vas 
barbed, and could not be extracted with safety 
,vithout cutting a larger ,vound. They feared, 
however, that a profuse hemorrhage would ar
rest the knife; as the nlassy arro\v bad appa
rently entered the noble parts. Critobulus, the 
Dlost skilful of the surgeons, rendered timid by 
the perilous case, trembled to operate, lest, if 
the result should not be happy, it Inight be vi
6ited 011 his head. 

Perceh-ing hi3 tears and hesitation, and the 
pale anxiety seated on his countenance: -" For 
" ,vhat," said Ale:~andcr, " do you wait? 'vhy 
" not at once free me fronl this ab0'011 ., V which 
(( alone menace3 speedy death?, Do you fear to 
" be impeached, because I may have received an 
" incurable ,vound?" N o,v relieved from, or 
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dissembling, apprehension, Critobulus simply 
pressed the king, ' To allow llimself to be 
, held, ,vhile he extracted the barb, because, a 
, slight mOVell1ent of his body would be of per~ 
~ nicious consequence.'-" It is not necessary," 
said Alexander, " to confine a man ,vho can. 
" confine hinlself." And, as had been prescr~b
ed, he kept his body under the knife motionless. 
The ,vound laid open, and the barbed point, ex
tracted, an in1moderate hemorrhage commenced. 
'The usual styptics were applied ,vithout effect. 
The king fainted, his eyes clouded with floating 
gloom, he lay extended as in the lap of deatb. 
From his friends deen1ing him to have expired, 
escaped at once shouts and wailings. At length 
the bleeding stopped: ,A.lexander, gradually re
gaining e~ternal consciousness, began to kno,v 
hi~ attendants. To the close of day, and during 
'the follo\ving night, the troops under anns in ... 
vested his tent, unanimously exclaiming th~t 
their lives depended on his breath; nor ,voulrl 
they retire till they ,vere informed that he had 

'tasted sleep: ,vith a nl0re assured hope of his 
recovery, they then returned to camp* .. 

.. The scene of the preceding extravagant act of valour, is laid h, 
Strabo and Arrian in Srmga1a, a city of the Malli. Lucian and Pau

. s,anias agree with Curtius. 
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CHAP. Vt. 

Interview between Alexander, con~alescent~ and 
his -chiif qlficers. 

19. AFTER seven days, the surgeon's atten
tions still continued, nor had the king's wound 
cicatrized, 'vhen he ,vas informed that a ru~our 
of his death prevailed among the Barbarians. 
In the centre of two ships joined by a platform, 
he caused his pavilion to be fixed, that he might 
sho,v himself to those who believed him to 
have fallen. Conspicuous to the inhabit~nts, 
he crushed the confidence which the enemy had 
derived from a fiction.
? Hence he descended with the stream; lead.. 
ing before the rest of the fleet at a snlall dis
tance, lest the quiet necessary for his languid 
body should be invaded by the dashing of the 
oars. 

On the fourth day after embarking, he 
reached a country which was deserted indeed 
by the natives, but aboulldedjn corn and cat
tle. He deemed it an opportune seat of repose 
for himself and the army. 

It Was the custom for the king's chief 
friends, and the guards of the presence, t~ 

VOL. II. z 
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watch in front of the pavilion, ,vhenever the 
king was indisposed. Assembled on this duty, 
they entered his apartment together. Expect. 
ing some great incident had produced their sud
den visi t, he inquired, ' Whether they had to 
, announce some unexpected attack by com.. 
e bined enemies?' 

20. Craterus, commissioned, by Alexander's 
friends to be the organ of their applicati011, re.. 
plied: cc Can you, sire! imagine that an attack 
" frOln the enemy, though he ,vere' within our 
" trenches, would affect us so much a~ our con
" cern for your safety, however lightly valued 
'" by youtself? Let an universal conspiracy of 
" nations corhe against us, covering the earth 
ce with annies, and _the sea ,vith' fleets, present
ee ing ne\v monsters trained to tralnple lnen,
" you will lead us through victorio'us. But 
" which of the gods shall assure to Macedonia 
" the continuance of its pillar and star, 'if you 
" so eagerly expose your person to manifest 
," dangers, forgetting that when you are in a 
ce, critical situation, so are the lives of all the 
"citizens. 'Vho amongst us desires to be, or 
" can' be, your successor? U llder your guardian 
" po'v~r, \,'e have penetrated thus far, ,vhence 
" none bu t yourself can conduct us home. 

" I-Jad you still'to contend with Darius 'for 
tt the Persian empire, 've should not be SUI'
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" prised to see, though no one would cordially 
cc see, you so intrepidly embracing perils of 
" every shape: 'fo'r ,vhere the risk is equalled by 
fC th~ reward, triumph is more joyous, the con
ce solation fo~ an afflicting incident greater. But 
" an obscure town to be bought by your life! 
" Is the thought' to be endured by one of your 
~' soldiers, or by a Barbarian who kno,Ys your 
" greatness? I shudder-to review 'v hat ,ve 
U recently witnessed; to reflect, that sordid 
" hands would have torn spoils from your in
" VIncible person, unless fortune, commise... 
" rating us, had in terposed. 

" As many of us as could not follow our 
'( king, so many of us are deserters and traitors. 
" You may j~st1y degrade all your soldiers; no 
j, one 'vill refuse to atone, by 'suffering expul
" sion from your side, who must admit that he 
" did not sho,Y himself there. Suffer us, ho,y
" ever, in another manner, to be of small ac
" count before you, \vhile ,ve go ,vhithersoever 
" you command. We demand for ourselves'all 
" obscure sieges, al~ the battles with inglorious 
"troops. Reserve yourself for illustrious 'dan
te gers \vorthy of your greatness. Glo~y soon 
tc dies. among contemptible enemies; nor, is 
" aught more unfitting, than that her lamp 
" should burn o~t, where the rays ,vill be un
~' seen." 

z2 
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Ptolemy spoke nearly in the same strain; 
and then, the other officers. Afterwards, min
gling their voices, they with tears entreated 
Alexander, ' To set limits to his overflo\ving 
" Teno,vn; and to cherish his own, or rather the 
, public, safety.' 

21. Well pleased with the dutiful attach
inent of his friends, the king embraced them, 
everyone, with unusual freedom, bidding them 
sit down: "0 my most faithful subjects! my 
" most affectionate friends!" said he, rising 
above the colloquial tone, " I pay, and yet 
" ackno,vledge to o\ve, you thanks, not for this 
cc only, that' you prize my safety above your 
" ,own, but that fron1 the COlnlnencement of the 
" war, you have omitted neither assurances, nor 
" proofs, of good disposition toward me; so 
" that, I confess, I begin t6 value life as .I have 
" never before valued it, that I may long enjoy 
" your friendship., 

" Not that of my s elf-\vh0 deem that I de
II serve your attachment only by bravery-and 
" of t4e generous men who wish to die for 
" me, the conclusions fully coincide: For you 
(c. covet to participate with me a, long, perhaps 
fC a perennial, season of enjoyment: ,vhereas I 
" measure my felicity, not by the scale of age, 
cc but the scale of glory. Content with nly pa
Il ternal inheritance, I might, at ease, within the 
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" bounds of Macedon, in tedious obscurity, 
" have been no,,, looking forward to an inglo .. 
" rious old age. Although the indolent, in-' 
" deed~ are not the directors of their own des
" tiny; for premature death often intercepts 
" those 'v ho court longevity as the chief 
" good. . 

" Counting not years but, victories, if I 
" rightly estin1ate the favours of fortune, I 
-" have lived. a long tilne. COlnmencing my 
" empire in Macedon, I influence Greece: have 
" subdued the Thracians and Illyrians: govern 
" the Triballi; nay, the whole of IVhesia: and 
" hold Asia from the Hellespont to the Ery
"tlurean. I atn not now far froll1 the frontier 
" of the earth: ,vhich l1aving passed, I design 
" to explore another domain of nature, to open 
" to myself a ne,v sphere. I passed from Asia 
" to Europe in a short hour:t:;; conqueror of 
" both regions, in the ninth year of my reign, 
" and the ninet and twentieth year of my age. 
" Think you, that I can cease to augment, till 
" it be consumn1ate, the glory to which I have 
" solely devoted myself? No, I will never cease 
" to augment it; and wherever I am fighting, 
" shall regard myself, as in' the theatre of the 

• Ante, p. 186. 

t Eight. ORIG.-See, ante, p. 197, chr9nological notice in side 


mar~in. 
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" \vatching ,vorld. To obscure places I shall 
" give distinction; opening to the knowledge 
" of nlankind, countries ,vhich nature has 
" placed ultimately remote. To perish amid 
" these, my labours, if it be my lot, it is a 
f' glorious lot. Descended from such a stock, 
" it become~ Ine to desire to live greatly rather 
J' than long. 

" Recollect, I pray you, that ,ve are come 
" into a land, ,vhere a woman's name, a \vo
ce Inan's'heroisln, is supremely celebrated. What 
" cities did Semiramis found! how many na
ce tions subjugate! what stupendous w'orks pro:
" ject ~ Not yet rivalling a ,voman in fanle, are 
" \ve oppressed 'with reno\vn? 

" Be the gods auspicious; and greater a
." chievements than hers, relnain for us. Dis
H tricts 'which \ve have not yet touched ,vill 
" surrender to us, if ,ve treat nothing as incon
~' f)ider~ble which presents an opportunity for 
" ~glory. On your. parts, protect me froll1 in
" testine perils, and dOlnestic treasons, I ,viIi 
,',' fearlessly enco~nter all the dangers of battle. 
" In th~ field, Phi1ip was safer than in the 
~f theatre: he had often parried the sword of his 
~~ e~~mies~ to fall by the dagger of ~n attend~ 
"ant. And if you revie,v in history the exits 
~, of kings, yo~ ,vill number more murdered ?1 
F' ~he~r subjects than slain by ~heir enemies~ 

;, , 
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" A favourite desire ,vhicn I have lc,ng" en.. 
H tertained, I shall take this occasion to dis
~~ close: know then, that to me, it were the 
,~ highest return for my toils and works, to 
'-' have Illy IDother Olyrnpias enrolled among 
~, the goddesses, whenever she shall have" quit.. 
~, ted the society of mortals. Her apotheosis 
" I shall solemnize myself, if fate permit: if 
" not, relnemb.er that I commit it to you." 

He then dismissed his friends. He here 
kept his ~a~r statjonary sev~ral days,_ 

C HA P. VII. 

Sedition zn Bactriana. Embassy from tIle O:ry. 
dracte and the Malli. Duel bet1veen Corrha.. 

, gus and Dio.],'ippus. 

22. DURING these transactions in India, the 
Greek soldiers, lately planted in the colonies 
around Bactra, after discords had arisen among 
themsel ves, revolted from Alexander, not so 
much from disaffection to llim, as through fear 
of punishment. Several officers were slain by 
~ertain of the comlUQn soldiers; The stron~ef 

http:relnemb.er
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party prepared for 'var, seized the citadel of 
Bactra, by accident too negligently guarded; 
and dre\v the ·Barbarians to join in the rebellion; 
Athenodorus, their leader, had assumed the title 
of king, less from a ~esire of reigning, than of 
retuFl1ing to his native land, with those who 
awned his "authority. But Bicon, his felIo\v.! 
~ountryman, envy~ng his distinction, conspired 
p.gainst him, and, at a banquet to which he had 
invited, slew him by the agency of Boxus, a 
:}Memac~i~n. 

On the following day, Bicon, in a general 
assembly" persu~ded the majority, that the per
pdious contriva~~e of Athenodorus had recoiled 
on himself. But otpers considered the treachery 
to have been confined to BicoJ1,; and, by degrees, 
this suspicioll ~xtended tq the majority. The 
Greek soldiers, in consequ~nce, take arms, in
tending to kill Bj~on, if an opportunity should 
occur. The leaders, however, ~ppeased the fury 
of the mass. Snatcpe~, contrary to his fears, 
frOITI impending danger, Bicon, soon afterwards, 
plotted against the au~hors of his safety: but, 
the machination transpiring, they arrested hinl 
and Box~s. It \vas voted, that the latter should 
be imll1ediately slain, and that Bicon should die 
by the torture. As the executioners ,vere pn 

the point to apply the cruel machines, the Greek 
soldiers, f~om some unexplained cause, ran to 
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arms; like affrighted maniacs. Those ,vho had 
been ordered to torment him, regarding-the cla
mour of the tUlllultuary as a countermand, let 
him go. Bicon, naked as he 'vas, repaired to 
the Greeks; the wretchedness seated in the face 
of the conde~l1ned man, effected a sudden change 
in thei~ dispositions, and they ordered him to be 
released. Having thus twice escaped punish

. ment, l1e returned to hi~ country, with such 
others as left the settlements assigned by the 
king. These transactions occurred near Bactra 
and the borders of Scythia. 

23. Meanwhile, fronl the two nations men
tioned in a recent chapter, came a hundred aln
bassadors to A lexander. These rode each in a 
chariot: were of superior stature, graceful in 
their air, and wore garments of cotton lawn *, 
interwoven ,vith gold, and adorned with purple 

ill Linell 'tJestes. CURT.-Fine linen is conjectured, with some 
probability, to have been called by the ancients sindon, from the 
name of the river Sindus, or Indus, near which it was wrought in the 
highest perfection. ROBERT~ON, after SIR WILLIAM JONEs.-The 

question here recurs, what are we to understand by linen in ancient 
writers; uniformly, doth of which the basis is jlar,-or, generally, 
any web of thread, so limited, however, in its application by custom, 
as to exclude woollen? See, ante, p. 264, 265, notes. And, as a small 
accession to the lightest scale, add, that linens are at this day export
ed from the Guzerat. 

Dr. Vincent has remar~ed, that the but'!, HEnn. [bgsms, LAT.] of 
the scriptures, by the English version every where reuueredfine linen, 

is supposed every' where t-o be cot ton. 
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embroidery.'- 'To him,' they proclaimed; ( they 
, surrendered themselves, their cities, and their 
, lands: he was the first to whom they confided 
, the protection of their liberty, preserved in
, violate through so many ages. The gods had 
, counselled their submission, not fear; inas
, much as though they embraced his yoke, their' 
, power was untouched *.' 

Having deliberated with his council, the 
king received thenl into his protection; im
posing on each 'nation the same tribute ,vhich 
it paid to the Arachosians t; and requiring, be
sides, two thousand five hundred horse: ser
vices which the Barbarians punctually"'ren
dered, 

• How untouched, when one of their cities was taken by storm ~ 
From the election of a general, ante, p. S29, and from the. number 
ofambassadors, the Oxydracre and the Malli would appear to have 
been, like the modern Seiks, confeder~tions of small independent 
states. The deputies came from districts not yet invaded. See 
Alexander's argument, ante, p. 342, 1. 17. 

t Here are two difficulties. 1. Independent nations paying a trio:' 
buteo Let the great states who pay a tribute to the dey of Algiers 

- discuss this. 2. The Arachosians were themselves vassals to the 
Persians. So is the dey of Algiers to the Porte. 

Dr. Vincent observes: Whether the Persians penetrated beyond 
the Indus, must be left in doubt. They, however, reckoned Arach~ 
sia and several tracts, west of the Indus, as part of India; ~nd they 
received, directly or indirectly, from India, properly or improperly 
so called, a tribute nearly equal to a third of the whole revenue qf 
the empire.-Robertion's Indial p. 12. 
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He then invited the ambassadors and the 
chieftains of the two nations to a splendid en
tertainment. A hundred couches of gold ,vere 
ranged at moderate intervals. Extended round 
the couches,. tapestries of purple and' gold 
dazzled the eye. At this banquet, Alexander 
displayed all the ancient luxury of the Persians, 
and all the ne\v inventions of the corrupted 
lVfacedonians, blending the vices of, both na
tions. ' 

Among the company, ,vas Dioxippus the 
Athenian, a famous athleta, and, on account of 
his invincible strength, noticed ,vith favour by 
Alexander. Some of the envious aimed sallies 
between' jest and earnest: "It is \vell to rely 
" upon a useless monster with a stuffed body." 
H -'Vhen \ve are going to battle, he anoints 
" his bel1y to prepare for a feast." Corrhagus, 
a lVlacedonian, already inebria~ed, concluded si~ 
milar scurrilities with a challenge: " If thou 
" be a man, fight nle to morro\v\vith the sword; 
,~ and of my telnerity, or thy cowardice, let the 
" king be judge." Dioxippus, contemptuously 
rallying the martial fiertness of the other, ac
cepted the condition. 

24. On the following day, each more eager
ly demanding the trial, the king, because he 
could not deter theln; suffered the appointed 

\ 

meeting. An in1posing concourse of th~ m~H~ 



348 QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book IX. 

tary ,vere spectators; including the Greeks, 
who took part with Dioxippus. 

The Macedonian had tak~n the regular arms; 
holding with-his left hand a brazen shield and 
the pike called sari88a; poising in his right a 
javelin; carrying at his side a sword: equipped 
as though he \yere to encqunter several. Diox
ippus, wearing a chaplet, and shining ,vith oil, 
presented-on his left arm a scarlet cloak; with 
his right hand, a strong knotty club. The scene, 
:filled the beholders with uneasy expectations: 
for nudity to combat ,vell-appointed arms, seenl
ed not .rashness, but phrensy. Corrhagus, rely
ing that he could kill his antagonist at a dis ... 
tance, thre\v his javelin; ,vhich the Athenian 
avoided by a slight curvature of the body; and 
before the other could trarisfer the long pike to 
the right hand, sprang up, and broke it ,vith his 
club. Deprived of both spears, the l\1acedonian 
was drawing his sword: but Dioxippus, by a 
close embrace, prevented hitn; and, supplanting 
his feet, drove him to the ground. Having 
snatched his sword, he stood ,vith his foot oli 
his neck, his club lifted to crush the vanquish:.. 
ed champion, if he be not prevented by the 
king.· ' 

The event of this exhibition 'vas, not only 
to the Macedonialls, but to Alexander, nl0rtify

f ing; chiefly because the Barbarians \vere pre
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sent; as he feared that the blazoned valour of 
the Macedonians would sink into derision. 
Hence the royal ear \vas open t~ the accusations 
of the envious. A few days afterwards, at a 
feast, a cup was, by a concerted ,vile, secretly con
veyed away; and the officers made a representa
tion to the king, as though they had lost ,vhat 
they had concealed. Innocence is often armed 
wi'th less assurance than guilt ..Dioxippus could 
not endure glances from so nlany concurring 
eyes, by which he was marked out as a thief. 
After he had withdrawn from the entertain .. 

/ment, having ,vritten a letter to the king, he 
fell by his o\vn sword. Alexander ,vas con
cerned· at his death, contemplating it~ as evin
cing indignation, not remorse. And, indeed, the 
excessive joy of his enemies, afterwards, sho,ved 
that he had been accused falsely. 

c HAP. VIII. 

Presents from the O.rydracce and jJialli. Sub.. 
mission tif the Sambracce and oIlier tribes. 
Ptolemy wounded by a poisoned sword. 

25. HAVING been distnissed to' their states, 
in a few days, the Indian ambassadors returned 
with presents: They brought three hundred 
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chariot~, drawn each by four horses; some gar
ments of la\vn or nluslin; a thousand Indian 
,shields; one hundred talents [about two tons 
and a half] of tin* ; anumber of I ions. and ti· 
gers, extremely. large, and disciplined to gen
tlen~ss; lizard .skins of stupendous dimensions; 
and tortoise shells. 

Alexander then ordered Craterus to march, 
,vith the forces under llim, in the ,vicinity of 
the river do\\·n which he ,h,:\u appointed to sail :' 
but the king placed in the transpbrts the troops 
usually acconlpanying him; and he descended 
to the coast of the Malli. Thence he came to 
tlle Sambracret, a powerful nation, not gov~rll
ed by kings, hut by tributary democracies. They 
mustered sixty thousand infantry, and- six thou

.. Ferri candid;. CURT.-Ifwe find the tin of Britain conveyed 
to Malabar in the earliest period of history, we find the spices of 
Malabar in Britain in an age when the course of communication 
with India was probably as little known as the existence of America. 
The ven&able Be~e, who died A. D. 135, had ill his cell at Weir~ 
mouth, pepper, cinnamon, and frankincense. ' Tin is mentioned in 

the Periplus, as an import into Africa, Arabia, Scindi, and the coast 
of Malabar. Brought out of Britain, and conveyed to all the coun
tries on the Mediterranean, successively by tIle Gauls, Phrenicians, 
Greeks, and Romans,-fi"om the Mediterranean it was transport~ 
ed to the Indian ocean. In all ages an article of commerce, it is 
only \vithin these few years, that it has found its way in British ves
sels into China, where it is become an article of such magnitude as 
great!y to diminish the quantity of specie necessary for that market, 

Navigation cff tile Ancients, passim. 

t By inference, the modern Behker. Vincent. --
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sand horse, followed by five hundred armed 
chariots: and had elected three leaders of tried 
milit~ry skill. But the inhabitants of districts 
near the river, (whose numerous villages were 
seated chiefly on the bank,) as they perceived 
the Indus, wherever it. stretched in prospect, 
covered with vessels, and reflecting gleams froln 
the arms of myriads of men,-concluded that 
there ,vas approaching an army of demigods, a . 
second Ba~chus, a nalne renowned in India.. 
Then the acclamations of soldiers; the strokes of. 
rowers, ~he animated hailings of sailors, engaged 
their listening awe. In a body, they' run to 
their armed countrymen, crying out: (' It 'were 
'"' pl1rensy to contend ,vith gods; the ships 
" 'vhic~ carry the invincibles cannot be nunl
"bereel." This report so opp~essed the arnlY 
of the Sambracre 'Vit~l consternation, that they 
sent ambassadors to surrender the nation to 
Alexander. 

26. These admitted to allegiance,-11e, on 
the fourth day, came to other tribes, who 
proved not more intrepid. Having founded a 
city, ,vhich he ordered to be called Alexandria, 
he entered the territory of the Musicani *. 

Here he gave judicial audience to indivi
duals of the Parapamisadre, ,vho accused Teri
oltes, the satrap appointed over thenl. This ?O

• By inference, the modern Se'....ee. Vincent. 



QUINTUS CUR'ttuS. , BDO/; IX.552 

vernor, convicted of multifold acts of pecula
tion and tyranny, \vas, by Alexander,. sentenced 
to die. Impeached at the same tilDe, Oxartes, 
adnlinistrator of Bactriana, was not only ac
quitted,. but deservedly had the limits of his 
government enlarged. 

The 1\1usicani compelled to submission, 
Alexander stationed a g~rrison in their capi
tal. Thence he proceeded against the Prresti *, 
a distinct Indian tribe: Oxycanus, their king, 
had shut hims.elf, with a great body of men, in 
a fortified city. This Alexander reduced after 
a siege of three days; and Oxycanus, as he re
tired into the citadel, sent to the conqueror am.. 
bassadors to treat for his surrender: But before 
these coulq. reach Alexalider, two to'wers fell 
,vi th a stupendous crash; ascending on the 
ruins, the lVIacedonialls captured the citadel; 
and Oxycanus, with a fe\v who offered resist
ance, \vas killed. 

The fort delnolished, and the captives sold, 
Alexander entered the territoriest of Sabus 
rajah. Having accepted. the submission of se
veral towns, he took the stronges't city by a 
tunnel formed by his miners. As though they 
had seen a prodigy, the Barbarians, untaught in 

, ift By inference, situated on the west of Sewee, at the foot of the 

mountains. Vincent. 
t By inference, situated on the Lukhy mountains approaching the 

Indus at Sewee. Vincent. 
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engineering, ,vere confounded, \vhen their ene
lnies appeared alnlost in the middle of the city, 
rising from a subterral1eous passage, of which 
no trace ,vas previously seen. Clitarchus ,vrites, 
that in this region eighty thousand Indians were 
slain; and a great number of captives sold to sla
very. 

27, Again in arms; the lVlusicani revolted. 
To suppress them, Pithon ,vas detached. This 
officer took prisoner, and brought to Alexander, 

. the prince of this tribe; \vhom, as he \vas the 
mover of the revolt, Alexander caused to be 
crucified . 

. The king then marched retrogradely to the 
river, where he had ordered his fleet to ,vait for 
11im. Thence descending the river, he came, on 
the fourth day, to a town through ,vhich was a 
I'oad to the dominions of Sabus. The rajah had 
recently submitted: but the citizens, refusing 
to obey Alexander, shut the gates. The king, 
despising their small number, ordered five 11un
dred Agrian,s to advance under the fortifications, 
and then, gradually retiring, to entice out the 
enemy, ready, doubtless, to pursue, should they 
believe the flight to be real. The Agrians, as 
instructed, having insulted the enenlY, suddenly 
turned to retreat: chasing these ,vith eager dis ... 
order, the Barbarians fell in ,vith another body 
under the king's personal command. In the re· 

VOL. II. J,..A 



554 QUINTUS CURTIU5. Book IX.. 

newed fight, out of three thousand IndIans, ·fiv~ 
hundred ,vere slain, and a thousand taken 
prisoners: the remainder took refuge in the 
town. 

But the result of the victory was not com.. 
pletely felicitous; for the Barbarians had poi
soned their s\vords. The wounded expired sud
denly: nor could the physicians detect'the cause 
that made the deaths so precipitate, and slight 
gashes incurable. The Indians sanguinely hoped, 
that the king, habi~ually rash, ,vas one of the 
,vounded: combating anl0ng the most exposed,. 
he ,vas yet happily unhurt. 

28; Ptolemy ,vounded in the left ·shoulder, 
not indeed deeply, but, it was evident, danger
ou~ly, attracted the chief anxiety of the'king.. 
Related by consanguinity to' Alexander, he was 
considered by some as a son of Philip, having 
been born ofone of his concubines [given, ,vhen 
pregnant, in marriage to Lagus]. A guard of 
the presence, a most intrepid soldier, yet more 
l1ighly accomplished in the arts of peace, of mo
derate and courteous manners, liberal in the 
highest degree, easy of access, he had assUlned 
nothing of princely state. It was problenlatical, 
whether these qualities endeared him nlore to the 
king, or to the common soldiery. On'this criti
cal occasion, ,vas first expressed the affection of 
his fellow·-countrymen. A pr~sage of his subse
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quent elevation, the care of the :1\1acedonians O!l 
account of Ptolelny emulated that of the king; 
,vho, overcome by the labours of the field and 
by -anxiety, in order to remain in the apartment 
\vith the patient, caused his own couch to be 
lifted in. As soon as he had extended himself 
on it, Alexander sunk into a profound sleep. 
He declared, on awaking, ' That, in a dremn) a 
, 'dragon had appeared to him, presenting a herh 
, in its nlouth, as an antidote to the poison.' 
'He described the colour of the plant, affirming 
his readiness to identify, if anyone should find 
it., The search, prosecuted at once,by numbers, 
was not unsuccessful; and the king applied the 
remedy. Ptolemy'S ,\\Tound became immediately 
divest~d of anguish, and in a short tinle wa~ 
perfectly healed. 

As the first hope of the Barbarians ,vas frus~ 
trated, they surrendered themselves and their 
,city. 

Thence Alexander proceeded Olymp. cxiii. S. 

t P tt 1 * t1 t f . 1 A. C. SQ5, July:o a a a, le sea 0 a nelg 1- lEtat. Alex. 31. 

bouring tribe. The rajah Mreris,- Reg. 11. 

from the evacuated city, had fled _ Imp.5. 

to the mountains. Alexander took possession 
of the Inetropolis, and )'avaged the country. 

• The site of the city is assigned by most geographers to the place 
of the modern Tatta, at the beginning of the lower delta, formed by 
the diverging streams of the Indus. Tatta ii situated, according to 

AA~ 
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the pillagers carried away a vast spoil, in flocks 
and herds, and in corn, acciden tally discovered. 
Having taken guides' conversant with the navi
gation, he descended to an island, formed by 
a.ccretions, almost in the tniddle of the chan
nel. 

C HA P. IX. 

Progressfrom Pattala to the ocean. Fleet strand
ed by' the Bore. 

~9. As the guides bad escaped from relaxed 
custody, Alexander was obliged to protract his 
stay. Parties sent to bring in other guides 
could llot find any. His uncontrolled desire to 
see the ocean, and the limits of the earth, in
duced him to commit, without local pilots, the 
lives of bi'mself and his brave nlen to an un
know'n river. The navigators were unacquaint

tbe idea of a gentleman who resided there, about 125 miles from the 
eea, by the course of the river. Renllell's Memoir, 2d edit. p. 179. 

There is a tradition among the people of Sindi, that Alexander 
crossed the Indus, on his return to Persia, at a point considerably 
higher than Tatta. If the tradition is to be relied on, Pattala there

fore stood in the superior delta.-Rennell's Memoir, p. 367•. 
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ed ,vith the channels through which they were 
borne, 'nor knew the distance of the sea, nor 
what tribes inhabited the shores, nor whether 
the estuary was free from shoal·\vater, and cal
culated for long ships; in every thing depend
ant on blind conjecture. Their consolation for 
their superior's temerity, was his unvaryin~ 

success. 
They had advanced four hundred stadia, 

\vhen the marine commanders reported, that a 
sea-breeze ,vas perceptible, and that they did 
not consider the ocean to be very di~tant. 

Alexander, ~vith joyous emotion, exhorted the 
crews to ro,v diligently: 'The consummation 
, of labour, sought by the prayers and vows of 
, the lVlacedonians, ,vas approaching. Nothing 
, would be ,vanting to their glory; nothing re
, niain for bravery to subdue; the world would 
, be won without another combat. Ready to 
, open on their view, were places known only 
, to the gods *.' 

Alexander, however, debarked on the coast 
a small detachment, instructed to make cap... 

.. Ignorance of the true form of the earth gave birth to the wilde~ 
conc~ptions: but the extravagancies of the text are nobler than those 
which peopled the' ulterior of ancient geography, with m~n with 
}wrses' heads, and other varieties of the human species, which still 
remain to be,discQvered.-See Sequel to the l'eriplus of the Er!J" 
threan sea. \ 

http:Cltap.1X
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tives froIll the \vandering savages, from \vhom 
be hoped to learn particulars approaching accu .. 
rate intelligence. To the question, ' How dis ... 
, tant is the sea?' the Barbarians replied: "We 
" have never heard any sea so ~much as named; 
" but, in three days, you will come to bitter 
" water, \vhich corrupts the sweet." It might 
be colleoted, that, ignorant of its nature, they 
spoke of the sea. The mariners, therefore, bend 
over the oars with robust alacrity; and as each 
day carried them nearer the object of their 
hopes, their ardour rose. On the third day the 
insinuations of the sea \vere perceptible in the 
river, blendi'ng their unequal waves by a gentle 
influx*. ' 

To a second island, seated in the middle of 
the river, the navigators \vere then borne some
,vhat more slo\vly, because the stream was coun
teracted by the tide. They moor their vessels, 
and separate in parties to forage, without a pre ... 
sentiment of the, disaster \vhich overtakes nla ... 
riners locally uninstructed. 

SO. A.bout tbe tbird hourt, the ocean, ac.. 
cording to a regu1ar alternation, began to flo\v 

'. Hence may be calculated the present distance of the fleet from 
the ocean. It is a remarkffble circumstance, that the tides should 
not be visible in this river at a greater distance than sixty or sixty ... 
five miles from the sea.-Rennell's Memoir, 2d edit. p. 18~. 

t Nearly answering to our nine o'clock1 A. M. 
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in furiously, driving back the river. The river 
-at first, arrested; thel}, impressed with a new
force-rushed up\vard ~~ith lnore impetuosity 
than. torrents descend a precipitous channel. 
The mass on board, unacquainted' with the na.. 
ture of the tide, sa,v only prodigies and sYlnbols 

, ( 

of the wrath 9f the gods. Ever and anOD, the 
sea swelled; 'and, on plains recently dry, de
scended' a diffused flood. The vessels lifted 
frOIn their statioris, and the ,vhole fleet dis:
persed,-those ,vho had debarked, in terror and 
astonishment at the calamity, ran from all quar .. 
ters toward the ships. But tumultuous hurry 
is slow. These, with boat-hooks, are hauling 
up their gallies: these, while fixing their seats, 
prevent the o~rs from being paIred: some, hast .. 
·ening to sail, \vithout ,vaiting for the comple
ment of mariners, impel languid hulls, unma
nagea1?le, crippled in the wings of navigation: 
other- ti'a~sports .could not hold those who in
considerately pressed into them: deficient, or 
Tedundant, nUlnbers equally obstructed the im.. 
patie~t: Here ,vas clamoured, "'fait :"-here, 
" Row' off." Dissonant'voices, circulating in
-consistent orders, prevented the multitude from 
acting by their own observation, or from hear
ing the general · command. Nor availed the 
pilots; whose directions were eithe~ ~ndi~tin-
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guished in the tunlult, or disobeyed by terrified 
and promiscuous crews . 

. Vessels dash together; and oars are by turns 
snatched away, to impel other gallies. A speG
tator ,vould not imagine a fleet carrying the 
sanie army, but hostile navies commencing a 
battle. Prows strike against sterns: on the in
vading vessels, others drive aft.. The fury of 
altercation carried the mariners to blows. 

31. Now the tide had inundated all the 
fields skirting the river, only tops of knolls ex'!' 
tant like little islands: to these, fronl the eva
cuated ships, 

\ 

the m~jority s\vam in consterna-:
tion. 

The dispersed fleet was, partly, riding in 
deep ,vater, ,vhere the land ,vas depressed into 
dells; and, partly, resting on shoals, where the 
flood had co'vered elevated ground :-Sud(tenly 
breaks on the Macedonians a ne\v alarm, more 
vivid than the former. The sea began to ebb; 
the deluge, ,vith aviolent drain, to retreat into 
the frith; disclosing tra'cts just before deeply 

. buried.' 	 Unbuoyed, the ships pitched, sonle 
upon "their pro\vs, some upon their sides. The 
fields were strewed with baggage, arms, loose 
planks, and fragments of oars. The soldiers, 
neither daring to descend to the ground, nor. 
reconciling themselves to stay in the t~ansports~ 
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a\vaited ,vhat calamities could follow heavier 
than the present. They scarcely helieved what 
they suffered, and witnessed-shipwrecks on 
dry lan~, the' sea in a river. N or yet ended 
their unhappi~ess; for, ignorant that the speedy 
return of the tide ,vould s.et their ships afloat; 
they predicted to themselves famine and death. 
Terrifying lllonsters, too, left by - the ,vaves, 
were vagrantly gliding around *. 

Now night approached; and the desperate 
circunlstances'touched the king ,vith concern: 
but no anxieties could' overwhelm his invin... 
cible courage. All night, he superintended the 
,vatches: he sent 'forward horsemen to the 
mouth of the river, to bring intelligence ,vhen 
the ac~ess of' the tide cOlnmenced t. Mean~ 

• Probably, for the most part, aquatic serpents. Upon approach
ing the mouths of the Indus, [Vincent's Periplus, INDIA, V.] the 
sea is white; and the sign of land, before it is seen, is a multitude of 
anakes, called graai, floating on the surfilce. This circumstance, 
:which seemed fabulous to the ancients, and some of the moderns, is 
now known to be a fact tha~ takes place down the whole coast of 
Malabar, as well as on the approach to the Indus. 

t From this passage, in connexioll with p. 359,'ante, line 5, it 
would appear that the mass of Alexander's soldiers were wholly Ull

aGquaint~d with the phenomenon of the tide, and that Alexander 
had a previous knowledge of the phenomenon, but was unacquainted 
with the magnitude of the tides in the Indian sea. Although the 
tides are hardly perceptible in the Mediterranean, yet Alexander, 
and his officers, who were men of education, might bal'e read in He-
rodotus, [lib. ii. c. 11.], ' That ill the Red Sea, there was a regular 

ebb and flow of the tide every day.' This notice of the phenome-:. I 
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,vhile, he ordered the shattered ships to be re.. 
:fitted, the overset to be propped up; and th~ 
mariners to be prepared, and attentive, against 
the flux of the tide. · 

S2. The night consunled in vigilance and 
exhortations, the horsemen are descried, flying 
back in full career, followed by the tide. By a 
gradual diffusion, the inundation began to raise 
the ships'; presently, flooding all the fields, it 
set the fleet in motion. Along the banks, re
sounded from the soldiers and mariners S}louts 
of boundless joy, celebrating an unhoped de
!iverarice. "Vhence reissued suddenly so great 
, a sea? 'Vhither the day before had it retreat..
, ed? 'Vhat 'were the n~ture of the element, 
'elsewhere refusi~g, and here ackno\vleog
, iug, periodical laws?' ,vith ,yonder they en .. 
quire~. 

Fronl- ,vhat had happened, the king conjec
tured the appointed tinle of the flux to be just 
after sunrise. To anticipate the tide, he, at 
midnight, descended the river ,vith a fe\v ves .. 
sels; an~, passing its mouth, advanced four 

,non, without description or explanation, is all that is given by Hero
dotus. . . 

. That sort of tide calied the Bore, is met with in some Eur~pean 
harbours on the Atlantic, as well as in India. Its violence cannot 
.be truly described, without an appearance of hyperbole. No an
&hors are a security. 
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hundred stadia into the sea. A favourite 
object accomplished, he sacrificed to N ep.. 
tUlle and the local ,deities, and returned to 
the fleet. 

C l-I A P. X .. 

Nearchus detached to navigate the ocean. Dis
tress of Ale.vander's army in Ged1~osia. Bac
chanalian procession in Carmania. 

THE fleet then ascended the river; and, on 
the next day, anchored i.n the vicinity of a salt 
·1e.~e: the properties of the water unknown, it 
deceived great nUlnbers who rashly bathed 
in it. These \vere attacked ,vith cutaneous 
eruptions, and the contagious disease circu
lated among their companions: oil was the 
specific remedy. 

Leonnatus ,vas then sent forward, in order> 
to sink ,veIls in the inhospitably arid country, 
through which the appointed line of march 
for the army lay. Alexander, with the' halted 
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forces, awaited the t:ecurrence of spl'ing*: and 
founded, meanwhile, [chiefly in the delta,] se
veral cities and harbourst. Ncarchus and One .. 

.. Calculating the voyage to have commenced about the1stofOctober, 
and to have taken up nearly ten months, the time ofAlexander's arrival 
at Pattala must be assigned to the end ofJuly; and as each Olympiad 
begins at the new moon w~ch follows the summer solstice, the date of 
the year will be OI!Jmp. cxiii. 3. A. C. 325. By a comparison of Strabo 
with Arrian,N earchus appears to have set sail about the first ofOctober 
following; Alexander's departure from India by land had preceded, 
and cannot be dated later in September than the autumnal equinox. 

Two different grounds may be imagined for Curtius' mistake in 
detaining Alexander till spring. 1. He had 'erroneously stated, ante. 
p. 263, that the times of the seasons in India are inverted; a pheno
menon which takes place, geographically, on]y in countries which are 
antaci to each other: but Rome and PattaIa are both north of the 
ecliptic. Believing, however, the preceding representation himself, 
he would consistently call the season, which in India is coincident 
with the end of September, the beginning of spring. 2. There are 
local variations in the weather, dependent on the monsoons, which, 
though they would be improperly referred to distinct seasons, resem
ble spring and winter in their effects on the voyager and traveller. 
Though we say the monsoons are alternate, six months each way, we
ought to subtrdct one month from the beginning and ending of each, 
which are not only fluctuating, but tempestuous. The south-westerly 
monsoon is not fin~lly settled till the beginning ofJune, a little earlier 
or later, according to the full or change of the moon; and still it is 
to be observed, that during June and July the weather is so bad,. 
that na"igation' is in "some degree impracticable. In August it is 
more moderate, and in September the weather is still fairer.-Ori.

ental Navigator, p. 211. 
t From Justin, Diodorus, Arrian, and Pliny, the names of three 

have been deduced: Barce, Potana, and Xylenopolis. Neither Dio ... 
dorus nor Curtius appear to have been informed of the voyage dOWl~ 
the eastern branch, which was performed during this interval, 
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sicritus, proficients in the naval art, he comnlis..: 
sioned, [as admiral and navigator of the fleet,] 
" To conduct the stoutest ships into the ocean, 
~ and penetrate .as far as they could ,vith safety, 
,. in -order to 'ascertain the nature of the sea. 
, When they designed returninK to him, they 
, might ascend either the, Indus, or the Eu
, phrates.~ 

SSe The stormy ,veather moderated, he fired 
the unserviceable ships, and conducted the arn1Y 
by land. In nine days he reached the territory 
,of the Arabi tre; thence, in an equal time, the 
'country of the liedrosii*. This free people de
li~erately sublnitted; from the surrendering he 
exacted only provisions. 

A march of five days brought him to 
'the river Arabus t. A desart destitute of water 
pbstructed his circuit: this traversed, he pe
netrated to the Oritre. The greater· part of 
the ar~y he' here transferred to Hephrestion; 
find, with Ptolemy and Leonnatus, divided the 

• The Gedrosia [proper] of Strabo and Curti us, is, sitliate inland. 
~he Gedrosia [latior] of Arrian, comprehends the Arabitre, the Ori. 
~re, the IChthyophagi, and the Gedrosii or Gedrosia proper. 

t The course of Alexander is explained on the map. By. a cir
cuit, sometimes nearly retrograde and appnren~ly.involved; .he' pro
bably proposed fully to explore this difficult country; with a view to 
establish, through it, a military road from Persia to India; an a~-. 
tempt which the loss of annies under Semiramis and Cyrus might 
forbid, or stiinulate, according to the character of a leader. 

VOl•• II. 
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command of the light forces. The three de
tachments, simultaneously ravaging India*, car
ried off consiqerable spoils. Ptolemy vexed the 
coast; the king) contiguous places; and Leon
natus, the upper district. .In this country Alex ... 
ander, founded a city; to people whicho Aracho-' 
sians were brought. 

Hence he passed to the Maritime-Indians 
[the IchthyophagiJ. A horde dispersed along a 
barren expanse, they never intermingle with 
their neighbours in the fraternities of com
Dlerce; and solitude. has aggravateq their na
tural 'wildness. Their proteriding ~ails are 
never pared; their ropy locks grow' equally 
neglected. They garnish their huts ',vith 
shells, and other excreations of the sea; ~over 

themselves with the skins of beasts; :;lnd fee4 
on fishes dried in the sun, or mOllster~ 'Whic4 
the swell discharges. 

In consequence, the Macedonians, having 
consu~ed their provisions, first suffered scar
city, and afterwards extreme famine. The roots 
of the palm, the only tree there produ'Ced, they 
every\vhere dug out for food. This resource 
exhausted, they proceeded to kill the peasts of 
burden, nor spared even tlleir horses. As it be

• The country westward from the Arabus is not, geographically~ 
India: but it might be then India, AS it is now Persia. ' 
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caIne impos~ible to transport their baggage, they 
burnt the spoils, for which they had penetrated 
to the ulterior regions of the East. 

34. Pestilence stalked in the rear' of fanline, 
The new juices of insalutary aliments, together 
,vith the fatigue of Inarching, and the soreness 
of anxiety, induced contagious diseases; and to 
relna~n, or to proceed, ,vas to enlbrace destruc~ 
tion. Fanline preyed more on the halting; in
fection, lnore on the advanced. Vying il~ nU111
bel' \vith corses w"hich strewed the plains, lay 
the supine half~dead. Those 'Vh0111 slighter 
sickness oppressed, could not keep the rapid 
step of the main division; for everyone deeul
ed himself nearer the hope of safety, in propor
tion as his speed left the infected behind. Such 
as had sunk down, implored passing intimates 
and strangers to assist thelll to rise. But there 
were no beasts of burden to receive the disabled; 
and the persevering soldier with difficulty car
ried his arms. The sp~ctre of ilnpending de
struction hovered 1n every eye. Individuals, 
repeatedly invoked to i'etU111, could not sum..
mon humal1ity to look back on their friends; 
all pity in chilling horror extinguished. By 
the public temples, by the ,vitnessing gods,
the prone, forsaken ,vretches conjured the king 
to relieve theIne Pathetic importunities ,vere 
,vasted on deaf ears; rage succeeded despair; 
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and the dying ,vished hiln such an end as 
theirs, such friends and com paniolls as their de
selters. 

",G'rief and shalne stung Alexander, conscious 
that he had occasioned this \vaste of lives. To 
P~lratapherl1es, satr3:p of Parthia, he sent an 
order to bring cooked provisions on canlels; 
and to the governors of other neighbouring pro
vinces announced his distress. Nor \vere these 
ta,rdy in con'veying relief. The army, tl1US res
cued at least from falnine, at length touched [at 
a farther point] the frontiers of Gedrosia proper. 
Of all Gedrosia, this district is alone 'liberally 
fertile. In this Alexander prolonged his en
campment, to reinvigorate, by repose, the har
]"assed troops *. Here he received intelligence 
frOln Leonnatus, that that officer had combated 
eight thousand foot and five hundred horse of 

.. An"ian, who paints a scene of distress from drought, similar t(} 

that in p. 169, ante, states this march, distinguished hy unexampled 
bardships, to have" lasted two month~.. Plutarch says, that it cost 
Alexander near one hund~ed thousand men: but, from hi~ own d~tn, 
Dr. Gillies, with reason, pronounces this It palpable exaggeration. 
The Greek biographer estimates the WHOLE army, at its departure 
£l'om India, to have amounted to one hundred and twenty thousand 

foot, and fifteen thousand horse :-a part was embarked with 
Nearchus ; a considerable division marched, under Cratems, 
through the territories of the Arachosii and Drangre, to meet 
Alexander in Carmania. Whether the reader estimate the deaths 

at thilty, or ten, or twenty, thousand,-the impression on the mind 
is painful. 
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the Oritre, and gained a victory*. From. era... 
terus, a messenger announced, that Ordones and 
Zariaspes, Persian noblemen, while moving a. 
revolt, [in Arachosia], had, been sejzed by him, 
and were retained in custody. 

35. The king, in consequence, nominated 
Sibyrtius administrator of that province, in the 
room of ~lenon, lately dead. He then advanced 
into Carmania. i\spastes, its satrap, was -sus
pected to have meditated innovations during 
the king's absence in India. Akxander, ,vhom 
he came to meet, veiled his, dissatisfaction under 
a courteous, reception; and continued him iQ. his 
dignity, till he could investigate the charges 
against hiln. 
'.. Meanwhile, the governments of India hav

ing s~nt, in conformity ,to his requisition, from 
every proviQ.ce under his dominion, a great con
tributioll of 110rs,es, beasts of b,urden, and 
draught-~attle,-he filled the vacancies in the 
baggage train. The ~rtpS were restored to 
splendour; for the forces were not far from 
Persis, which enjoyed peace and opulence. ' 

Elnulating Bacchus, not only in the glory 
derived from ~onquering these countries, but in 

• After the departure ofAlexander, the Oritre, rebelling, had risen 
upon the detachment und~r Leonnatus, and killed, with mome~tal1 
~mpullity, a number not inconsiderable. 
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tli~ fame of his triumphant nrocession, (whether 
that were a pageant appointed by Bacchus, or a 
frolic of his train,) Alexander, ambitious to sur
pass human grandeur, ,villed to return in the 
sanle Dlanner. 'Cars to hold large parties of 
, soldiers, ornamented as booths, some with 
, ,vhite curtains, ahd some ,vith silk,' (he di
rected) , to be prepared ;-The villages through 
, ,vhich his route lay, to be strewed ,vith flow.. 
, ers and garlands ;-goblets and large vases, 
~ tilled with wine, to be set at the doors of the 
, houses.' 

The Friends and the royal cohort led the 
procession, crowned ,vith variegated flowers~ 

Here was heard the bold chant of the trunl~ 

pets; here the soft lay of the lyre. In fur
nished vehic~es, one fo~' every captain's balld" 
rode the anny devoted to revel: arms, tast~.. 
fully superb, hung around the cars. A c1iariot, 
piled ,vi th bowls and massy flagons of gold, 
carried the king. find his co~viv~als. Thus, 
during seyen days, paraded this colunln of 
bacchanals; a prey under the pounce, if the 
conquered have courage to strike the riot
ers-a thousand sober nlen nlay oveTwhelm 
them in their tritllnph, oppressed ~y a seve~ 
days'debauch. But fortune, which decrees the 

reputation and va1':le of th~ngs, t~1fne~ this st~it~. 
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on the military character into glory. The con
tern porary age. heard, and posterity have read, 
with incredulous astonishment, of this reeling 
procession through countries imperfectly sub
dued. But the Barbarians construed tetnerity 
into confidence. ' 

The execu tioner attended the spectacle; and 
Asp~stes, above Inentioned, the satrap of the 
province, was ordered to b~ killed. Thus nei
ther cruelty inten:upts luxury, nor luxury o~... 
$tructs cruelty. 

BB2 






OUINTU,S CURTIUS.. 

BOO 1( X. 

THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER. THE ELEVATiON OF 
ARIDlEUS. THE DIVISION OF THE EMPIRE AMONG 
THE LEADING CAPTAINS. 

• 

Great crfjicers 'If Media imprisoned. Nearchus 
~ent hack to pro~'ecute the voyage to Bahylon. 
Alexander's designs. Ahisares dies. Orsines 
and P hradates executed. Catastrophe of Zo· 
pyrio. Flight of Harpalus. 

1. ABOUT this tinle, arrived Cleandet and 
Sitalces, Agathon and Hericon, who had been 
actors in killing Parmenio under the king's 
order: with them, came five thousand foot 
and a thousand horse. They ,vere followed by 
accusers fro~ the province, in the government 
of which they had held departments. To coun.. 
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terbalance their nUlnerous perpetrations, their 
subserviency in an execution eminently grateful 
to the king, ,vas inadequate. They had invaded 
every secular depositary of wealth; nor had the 
temples been $pared from pillage; virgins and 
married princesses, who had endured their vio
lations, were weeping under their insults. The 
avarice and lust of these officers had made the 
1facedonian name odious to the Barbarians. 
Cleander, transcend ant in outrage, had given a 
ravished virgin of rank, as a concubine, to his 
slave. 

The major part of Alexander's' friends, 
contemplating the atrocious offences charged 
against the arraigned, less viyidly than they re
collected, that Cleander and his colleagues had 
slain Parmenio, (which alone pleaded for these 
,vith. the king,) rejoiced that his vengeance 
lnust fall upon its own Ininisters. No~ is power 
acquired by vassalage to crime ever pernla
nent. 

~n pronouncing on the allegations, Alexan
der observed: ".The accusing have omitted the 
" principal delinquency of the accused, a pre
" sumption that their sovereig~ would perish; 
" for t~ey had never adventured on such enor .. 
" mities, had they ,vi shed, or believed, that I 
~, should return froln India." Indeed, he c~n-
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signed these governors to chains*, and six hun
dred soldiers, ,vho had been the instruments of 
their cruelty, to death. The same day, the 
movers of a revlJltt, whom Craterus had 
brought, 'were executed. 

2. Not long subsequently, arrived N earcbus 
and Onesicritus, ,vhom he had instructed to 
proceed in the navigation of the, ocean. They 
reported, first, their own discoveries and obser
vations: "The island lower than the lUOUth of 
" the Indus, abounds in gold, but is destitute 
" of horses. Each horse, which persons from 
" the continent have the boldness to transport 
" thither, is purchased at a talent. The sea 
" is full of \vhales, which follow the course of 
" the tide; their bulk rivals that of large ships: 
" They will follow the fleet: but~ tCI:rified by 
" the fierce notes of the trumpet, plunge under 
" the waves, and, as sinking vessels, make the 
" displaced sea roar." 

These .other representations ,vere derived 
fr0111 inhabitants of the coast. "The Red Seat 
" ,vas named, not froln its colour, as n10st are 
" ready to suppose, but from king Erythras. 

\ 

'* Except Heracon, who was acquitted, they were ordered to exe
(:ution. Heracon, soon afterward, was convicted at Susa of plun
dering a temple, and was punished.-Arrian, Plutarcll, and Justin. 

t Ordones and Zariaspes, ante, p. 369. The junction of the forcei 
under Crateru& had taken place in Cannania. 

1 Correspondent is p. 263, ante, line 10. 



QUINTUS CURTIUS. Book X· 

CC Contiguous to the continent [of Carmania] is 
" an is1and *, planted with multifold palm
" trees; in the middle of the grove rises a co
" lumn erected to the menlory of Erythras, 
cc \vith an inscription in the characters of his 
" nation." They added: "Such inerchant.. 
tc ships as the masters have carried into the 
" island [of Nosala], drawn by the fame of its 
" gold, have never been seen to return." 

Alexa~der, inlpatient to obtain increased in
formation, " again sent out his navigators, in
" structed to coast along till the fleet reached 
" the Euphrates, and to ascend that river to 
cc Babylon." 

As soon as he should have subdued all the 
s110res of the East, his vast designs embraced 
an expedition from Syria into Africa proper; 
for Carthage had incensed him t. Aftenvardsl 

having traversed the desarts of Numidia,-from 
Gades, where tradition placed ·one of the co
IUluns' of Hercules, he propose~ to nlarch 
through Spain, which the Greeks, from the 
river Iberus, call Iberia; and to pass thence, 
over the scaled Alps, to the coast of Italy. 
T.he transit to Epirus ,vould be short. 

• The Oaracta of Arriall in Iudicis; supposed by Vossius to be 
the island of Onnuz. 

t Vol. i. p. 356, I. ult. 316, 1. 12. 
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He therefore directed his administrators in 
l\fesopotamia-to fell timber in mount Libanus ; 
to convey it to Thapsacus, a 'city in Syria; and 
to lay down keels there of the largest rates: all 
the septiremes, when cotnpleted, ',vere to drop 
down to Babylon. The kings of Cyprus ,vere 
commanded to supply copper, hemp, and 
sails. 

Amidst these arrangements, letters to Alex
ander, from the sovereigns Porus and Taxiles, 
announce, That A bisares w'as dead fr0111 illness, 
and Philip, the viceroy [over the Oxydracre 
and the Malli], fronl a wound; and that those 
[insurgent mercenaries] ,vho killed him h~d 
been crushed. In consequence, 'Alexander sub
stituted for Philip, Eudemon, general of the 
Thracians; and delivered the kingdom of Abi
5ares to his son. 

S. 'The king then advanced to Passargada. 
Of this Persic district the satrap ,vas Orsines, 
in nobility and riches preeminent among the 
Barbaric princes. He traced his pedigree from 
Cyrus; to treasures inherited from his ances
tors; he had accumulated accessions during a 
long continuance in authority. He :met the 
king, with presents of every description, de
signed not only for his nlajesty, but for his 
friends,-studs of trained horses; chariots with 
6ilver and gold devices; exquisite furniture; tran
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scendant je\vels; massy vessels of gold; ward
robes of purple; and four thousand talents in 
si-Ivcr specie. 

This striking liberality occasioned his death; 
for, ,vhile he courted all the king's ii-iends with 
gifts surpassing their -expectations, he demon
strated no re~pect to Ragoas the eunuch, ,vho 
had enslaved Alexander by abominable obse
quiousness. Reminded by some perso~s how 
strongly this submenial possessed Alexander's 
favour, he answered: " I honour the king's 
~, friends, but not his corrupters; nor is it the 
" custonl of l)ersians to compliment apostates 
" from humanity." Acquainted with this re
ply, Hagoas exerted, with his influence, contri
vances, only less detestable, to destroy a high
minded and innocent prince. lIe armed some 
,vorthless ,,,retches of the saIne nation ,vi th fa
bricated charges, instructed not to prefer them 
till lle should dictate. :Nlean,vhile, as often as 
lle was alone ,vith the king, he deposited asper
sions in his credulous ears; concealing the cause 
of this hostility, to give the prelude to impeach
ment greater ,veight. Not yet suspected by 
Alexander, Orsines ,vas -sinking from favour; 
secretly lnaligned, and ignorant of his danger .. 
And the revengeful eunuch nev~r forgot, his 
purpo~e, eyen in hIS most groveling- prostra
tions; whenever Alexander ,vas absurdly pos .. 
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sessed by the p,erdition of his influence, intFo
ducing allegations, now of avarice, and now of' 
disloyalty,against Orsines. 

4. The machination to circumvent the guilt
less was matured; and destiny was fulfilling one 
of its inevitable appointments. The tomb of 
Cyrus Alexander incidentally caused to be 
opened, to burn sacrifices before the embalmed 
corse. From a tradition aInong the Persians, 
he had believed it to be full of gold and silver; 
but, besides a rotten buckler, two, Scythian 
bows, and a scitnitar, nothing was found. 
Having, however, placed on the coffin a crown 
of gold, lie covered it ,vith the mantle which he 
had been used to ,vear; apparently 'surprised 
that so illustrious a prince, who left behind iin .. 
lnense treasures, should not have funereal ap
-pendages Inore 	 costly than a private person. 
Ragoas, who stood at the king's elbow; turn
ing to him, said: "What wonder that the se
C( pulchres of our nlonarchs should be empty, 
" when the palaces or the satraps cannot COil

" taill the gold thence derived? As to my per
" sonal knowledge, I have not seen the tomb 
" before; but froIll Darius I received the ac
" count, that three thousand' talents had been 
" buried with Cyrus. lIenee that generosity 
~, toward you; that what Oi'sines could not 
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" possess with impunity, might, dispersed in 
" presen ts, procure 1·lim C',JaVOUf. " 

He had already' excited the king's anger; 
,vhen those to ,vhonl he had comnlitted the af
fair appeared. Bagoas, on one side, and tha 
false \vitnesses, suborned by him, on the other, 
engrossed the attention of the king. Orsines, 
before he could surmise himself to be impeach
ed, is in chains. The Ininion, not satisfied with 
the death of an innocent man, struck him going 
to execution. Looking indignantly at him, 
" I had heard/' said Orsines, " that, in past 
" times, ,vomen have reigned in Asia: but it is 
" ne,v, that a eunuch should reign." , This was 
the undeserved end of the highest l10blelnan of 
Persia, ,vho, on the altar of liberality, had 
offered uncommon riches to the king. 

5. Phradates, suspected to aim at regal dig
nity, was, at the same time, put to death. Alex.. 
andet' had become precipitate. in crediting ac... 
cusers and commissioning the axe. Prosperity 
certain ly has the power to transfornl the dispo
sition; and rarely is anyone sufficiently cir
cumspect anlid surrounding felicities. Thus 
the same man \vho, not long before, could not 
prevail with hinlself to condenl11 Alexander the 
Lyncestean ilnpeached by two ,vitnesses; ,vho 
suffel:ed the arraigned of inferior rank to be Ii.. 

I 
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berated, contrary to his own inclination, be... 
cause they appeared to the rest innocent; who 
l1ad restored kingdoms to vanquished enemies: 
-at length so fat' degenerated from himself, 
that in dereliction of his personal sentiments" 
at the caprice of a Cinredopolite, he surprised 
those individuals ,vith viceroyalties, and fronl 
these snatched their Ii ves. 

About this time, he received letters stating 
tIle transactions in Europe and Asia, while ,he 
had been subduing India. Zopyrio, his lieute
nant over Thrace, in an expedition against the 
Getre, by adversities and comlllotions suddenly 
rising, had been overwhehned with his whole 
army. Informed of the slaughter, Seuthes had 
stimulated the Odryssians, his fellow country ... 
men, to revolt~ Thus is Thrace nearly lost. 

Nor indeed remained Greece* un convulsed. 
-For several of Alexander's satraps, while his 
arms had been detained in the distant sphere of 
India, had, with persevering tyranny of p3:ra
mount lleinousness, oppressed his provincial 
su bjects: the punishmen t of particular go
vernors exercised the terrors of the others, ex
pecting the san1C retribution for delinquency. 
The latter-either confided themselves to the 
~ttachnlent of the mercenary troops, intending, 

• Supplement of FreinslJemius. 
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if sUlnmoned to execution, to defend themselves 
by their arms; or, fled \vith what money they 
harllevied. On the report of this, letters are 
dispatched to the commanders throughout Asia; 

. on sight of which, they are -enjoined immedi
ately to disband all the foreign stipendiary 
troops. Among the criminal, \vas Harp~dus;, 

whonl, on account of his former banishulent·by 
Philip, i~curred through devotion to Alexander, 
this prince numbered among his most faithful 
friends; and, after the death of l\fazreus, had 
conferred on 'him the satrapy of Babylon, and 
the custody of the treasures. When he had 
dissipated his reliance on the affluent favour of 
the king, by the multitude of his enormities, 
this man took out of the royal treasury five 
thousand talents, hired a band of six thousand 
mercenaries, and escaped to Europe. For a long 
time before, carried headlong in ,excess by unre
strained appetites, he had despaired of his mas
ter~s pardon; and, for a refuge from his anger" 
looking round to foreign aid, had assiduously 
courted the Athenians, whose po\ver was far 
from contemptible, and \vhose influence over 
the other Greeks, as well as their secret antipa
thy to the 1\IIacedonian~, he knew. He buoyed 
his adherents to hope, that the Athenians, on 
his arrival, witnessing the display of his forces 
,and treasures, would hUlnediately confederate 
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their arms and councils: For he considered, 
that alTIOng an undiscerning, fickle people, led 
by unprincipled* and venal men, he might, by 
largesses, effect every thing. . 

6. Harpalus, with his party, in thirty ships, 
passed to Sunium, a pr01TIOntory in Attica, 
whence his plan \ ,\ras to steer for the harbour 
of the city. Discovering the correspondence, 
Alexander, equally incensed against Harpalus 
and the Athenians, ordered a fleet to be pre

•pared, intending to strike to Athens. 'Vhile 
he was nleditating this procedure, letters an
nounce, 'That Harpalus had indeed entered 
, A~hens, and, by a lavish policy, had won the 
, chief citizens. Soon aftenvards, comlnanded 
, by an asselnbly of the people to quit the city, 
, he retired to his Greek soldiers, who \vould 
, not receive hitn. He was at length slahi 
, [in Crete,] by the treachery of [Thimbron,] 
, one of the confidential cOlnpanions of his 
.~ journey.' ' 

Well pleased, Alexander rescinded the de
sign of moving to Europe. lIe, however, en
joined all the cities of Greece, to fecal their 
e~iles, except such as were stained with. civic 
blood shed in insurrection. 

The lnass of Greek s~ates, not daring to 

li! CurtiUi. 
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disobey his mandate, although they esteemed it 
t1le commencement of a dissolution of their 
Ia\ys, restored to the deprived their property 
where it could be recognized. 

The A thenians, alone assertors of their o\vn 

and tIle general liberty, unaccustomed to regal 
controul over their public votes and customs, 
warned from their frontiers the refuse of lllen; 
because they ,,,ere indisposed to order. The 
Athenians were prepared to endure extrelnities, 
rather than readmit reprobates, in the seats of 
exile sunk as low as, formerly, in the city. 

C HAP. II. 

Alexander pays the debts if' the army. The dis
mission qf the 'Veterans causes a sedition. 

THE senior soldier~ dicharged, to march hOlDe, 
the king appointed a selection of thirteen th9u-· 
sand f?ot, and two thousand horse, to remain 
with hiIn in Asia; deeming a contracted army 
sufficient to secure Asia, supported by the gar
risons ,vhich he had nUlnerously distributed, 
and by colonies planted in the newly· founded 
cities, ready to repress innovation, 
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. 7.' Before; however, he sepa.rated those to be 
retained, his edict \requi~ed all the soldiers open
ly to state what sums they o,ved. He was ap
prised that the greater part were immersed in 
debt; ,vhich, however it 'ver~ incurred through 
luxury, he had ,villed to discharge. They, sus
pecting an experiment, to distinguish at once 
the profuse from the economical, again and 
again procrastinated. The king, persuaded that 
delicacy, not insensibility, prevented the dis
closure, caused counting tables to be distributed 
through the canlp, and !delivered out ten thou
sand talents. At length 'the soldiers gave in 
faithful lists ; nor of the vast devoted treasure 
,vere Inore than one hundred and thirty talents 
left. So that an army, ,vhich had subdued so 
many affluent nations, carried from Asia a greatet 
share of honour than spoil. . 

As soon as it transpired, that some ,vere to 
be sent home 'lnd some retained, the troops con
cluded that he ,vould establish the seat of em
pire in .l\sia. Frantic, and ~nattentive to mili
tary discipline, they ~ filled the camp '\vith 
stormy eloquence; and, besieging the king
1110re insolently than at any previous time, aU 
at once delnanded their discharge, showing 
their scarred fronts and grey hairs. Impressed 
neither by the correction of the ofiicers, nor by 
respect. for the king, ,vith popular cries and 

VOL. II. c c 
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martial fierceness, they interrupted his offers to 
speak, declaring they would never march a step 
thence, unless toward their country. 
" At length-silence made, rather because they 
supposed him to be affected, than because theln
selves could be moved-they waited to know 
\vhat he designed to do. "Why," inquired 
Alexande'r, " this sudden sedition? what is this 
" insolent disorder to deprecate? I hesitate to 
" pronounce my will. You have~ openly as-' 
," sailed my authority. I aIn a king maintained 
" by entreaty, to whom you have not left the 
" prerogative to animate, to understand, to 
" counsel you, or to turn on you a guardian 
"'eye. And, strange indeed! when I had ar
" ranged to dismiss some to Ollr country, and 
'" to bring the remainder myself shortly after
" wards, I hear the same outcries from those 
" now to go, as from those \vith ,vhom I ap
" pointed to follo,v. '\Vhat is this to express? 
" this unanimity in clanlour from Inotives in 
" conflict? I desire to know, whether the 
" bands who depart, or the bands reserved, in
" tend to complain?" 

s. To all auditor, the uproar of all would 
have appea):ed to COll?e from a single throat, so 
equally the \vhole assembly cried: ',\Ve all 
, complain.'-" That all should fall together 
" into a tone of discontent, from the pretext 
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'" seized, I cannot be persuaded;" said Alexan
der; " the pretext cannot affect the major part 
" for I release than I of the army; more re
"tain. Doubtless, the evil must be seated 
" more deeply, that steals you all from, me. 
f' When, in fact, has an entire army deserted 
" their king? Slaves do not in a body run 
" from their masters: round a master aban
" doned by others, shame retains some who 
,t had else been renegades. 

" But, forgetting the character of this tu
" mult; I am tempering incurable rage. My 
" cherished hope of you, 'vas' a profligate ill u
"sion. Nor as my companions in arms, ,vhich 
" you are no longer, have I resolved to treat 
" you, but as I ought the eminently ungrateful. 
" Entranced by aftluent felicities, you forget 
(C- what condition, through my offices, you 
H quitted-in which you Inight ,vorthily have 
" grown grey; for you govern yourselves better 
" in adversity than in prosperity. The tributa
" ries, ,vithin memory, to Illyria and to Persia, 
" at length disdain the dominion of Asia, and 
" the spoils of uncounted nations. The selni
" nudes under Philip, trample on purple man
"tIes. Silver and gold' are offensive to their 
" eyes; they long for ,vooden vessels, basket 
" bucklers, and rusty swords. Thus gallantly 
" equipped, I received you, and five hundred 

c c 2
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'" talents of debt; w'hen all the regal furniture, 
" the foundation for my works, did not exceed 
" sixty talents. With" these, however, (invi
" dious estimations apart,) I have raised an em... 
" pire, embracing the grMtest part of the earth. 
" Are you ,veary of Asia, the scene of glorious 
" achievements, which have rendered 'you peers 
" of gods? From your forsaken king you are 
" impatient to fly to Europe, although the ma
" jority ,vould be no\v destitute of travelling 
" equipments, unless I had satisfied private cre
" ditors ,vith the despised Asiatic treasures. 
" Carrying about in a gluttonous belly the 
'" spoils of kingdoms, you are not ashamed of 
" ,vishing to return to your wives and children, 
" ~lthough fe\v can display at home the prizes 
" of victory; for the .rest, ~nticipating your 
" hoped discharge, have mortgaged your splen
" did arms. 

" But I shall miss such hearty soldiers, and 
," the concubines upon whon1 the poor remnant 
~' of their riches is lavished. Be every barrier 
t", open to my fugitives! Hence, break away 
" swiftly! I and the Persians will protect your 
"rear. I detain no on~': relieve lUY insultel;! 
" eyes, ye ungrateful citizens! Joyous pa;ents 
" and children ,vill el11brace you returning 
" ,vithout your king; ,vill crowd the ,vays to 
'cc meet traitors and renegades! 
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" 'Over your desertion I will triumph, b~ 
" Hercules! in every province will avenge it, 
" by cherishing these with ,vhOln you leave 
" Dle, and preferring them to you. Soon you 
" will kno\v what an anuy can effect ,vithout 
" a leader, and ,vhat nly single, presence. might 
" avail." 

9. Gnashing ,vith rage, he sprang frOlU the 
tribunal, and threw himself into the midst of 
the armed: having Inarked the boldest revilers *, 
he seized with his own hand one' and another; 
and .delivered thirteen, 'uone adventuring resist .. 
ance, to the custody of the body-guards. 

C HAP.: III. 

The mutiny subsides. Alexander addresses thefo
reign troops, and delivers to the Persian nobles 
the principal 112ilitary commands. 

WHO could anticipate that the ferocious as
sembly ,vould be abruptly. hushed by fear? 
When everY' one sa \V men dragged \ to punish

• Some cried, ( That he had no farther use for them: his fathcl' 
, Hammon could fight his battles.' The scene of these trying inci· 
.dents was at Opis on the Tigris.-GILLIEs after ARRUN, ' 
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ment daring no ,veightier things than their 
comrades,-the prodigal clamour and menacing 
violence of the soldiers became repressed-not 
merely so that none withstood the king rushing 
an10ng them; but all, palsied by dread, as thun~ 
derstruck, awaited his decision respecting them
selves. Awed-whether by the attribute of 
majesty, which nations, obeying kings, ,vorship I 

among their deities; or, by personal veneration 
for Alexander; or, by his intrepid exercise of 
the energy of power-the concourse displayed a 
pattern of singular docility. They ,vere so far 
from incensed at the punishment of their com
panions, when they kne,v them to have been 
executed at the approach of night, that they 
omitted no act by which individuals could ex
press heightened obedience and attachment. 
N ex t day, deni<;!d admissiop. in to the palace) 
,vhile it was grant~d to the Asiatic soldiers, 
they proclaimed their penitence in the moutn~ 
ful camp: 'They would cease to live if the 

king persisted to be angry.' 
The l\1acedonians restricted tQ

Olymp. cxiii. 4 • 
.A. c. 32~. their camp,-.Alexander, pertina

)Etat. Alex. 3~. ciously constant to whatever he 
ll-eg.12.
11lIp.~. 

had meditated, summoned an as
sembly of ~he foreign troops; 

and thus addf~sse4 them by the medium of an 
interpreter; 
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10. "When I planned to pass from Europe' 
" into Asia, I expected to add to Iny empir~ 
" nlany reno\vned countries; and powerful com
" munities of tnen. N or in crediting fame 
" concerning these, ,vas I deceived. Around 
" me I see nlen brave, beyond her representa
" tions, and of invincible piety 'toward their 
"kings. I had imagined every thing here to 
" be dissolved in luxury; every thing, through 
" excessive opulence, immersed in pleasures. 
" But you discharge all the military duties 
" ,vith surmounting vigour of mind and body, 
" and clleerful diligence; and, ,vhile support
" ing a reputation for courage, do not culti
" vate it more than loyalty. I declare this now 
" for the first time: I ,have kno,vn it long; and 
" therefore selected your young men, and incor
" porated them ,vith my soldiers. Your habili
H ments and arms are the same; but your ready 
" obedience to orders far surpasses theirs. . 

" Thus estimating my new subjects, I was 
" induced to wed the daug~ter of Oxartes, the 
" Pel:sian; not disdaining to raise children from 
" a captive. Desirous, by numerous branches, to 
H multiply my lineage, 'soon afterwards I took 
" in Dlarriage the daughter of Darius. I encou
" raged my 1110st valued ti'iends, to become the 
" heads of families born of Persian mothers, 
H that, by this sacred connexion, I luight anni
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" hilate the difference between the vanquish .. 
" ed and the victors *. Consider yourselves, 
" therefore, in respect to 111e, natural-born, not 
" adopted, subjects. Asia and Europe consti .. 
" tute one state. I arm you as Macedonians. 
" Alien lloviciates I have veteranized; and you 
" are my freemen, my soldiers: all things are 
" taking a uniform complexion. I t is no 
" dishonour for Macdeonians to assume the 
" Persian manners, nor for Persians' to imitate 
" the l\1acedonians. Equal rights ought those 
" to, enjoy, ,vho live under the same king." 

[After thus speaking, he distributed to Per.. 
sian nobles the principal military commands, 
distinguish~d particular bodies of Persian infan .. 
try ~nd cavalry by the appellation " royal," se
lected from thenl an armed retinue, and com... 
mitted to Persians the guard of his body. As 
Barbarian officers were leading to execution 
several ~facedonians \vho had kindled the sedi
tion, one of the latter, distinguished by rank 
and seniority, is reported thus to have a~~resseq 
the king.] 

".. In the palace of Susa, Alexander publicly espoused Statim, and 
bestowed her sister Drypetis on Hephrestion, saying, that he wisbed 
their cbildren to be kinsmen. Perdiccas, Seleucus, Ptolemy, and 
other generals, intermarried with illustrious femal~ Persians. The 
soldiers followed the example; and above ten thousand Greeks and 
Macedonians, a catalogue of whose names was presented to the king, 
married Asiatic women.-G illies' Greece, chap. 39. 
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C HA P. IV. 

Reconciliation of Ale~vander and the Macedoniuns. 
Antipater 'recalled. Death rl HejJlucstion. 
El'lpedition against the Coss(£ans. Despising tlzf! 

warning f!! the soothsayers, Alexander enters 
Babylon. Navigates the Pa!lacopas. His '}'c
turn to Babylon, and siclcness. 

11. " Ho,v long, sir, ,vill you gratify your 
" anger, by executions conducted in a foreign 
" manner ? Your own soldiers, your fello,v
" citizens, ,vithout being allowed to plead, arc 
" hauled to punishment by their captives. If 
" you deem us to merit death, at least chang~ 
Ie our executioners." 

Alexailder had received the friendly remOll7" 
strance, could he have borne ,vith truth: but 
his rage had proceeded to Inadness. Therefore, 
he ordered those who haq charge of the pri
soners, because they had paused a moment, to 
plunge them into the river, chained as they 
,,,ere. Nor did this unusual pUl1ishment raise a 
second mutiny: but, repairing in companies to 
the chief officers and royal favourites, the sol
diers desired, 'That if the king yet judged any 
f .others to be implicated ill the past offence, 
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, that he ,vould order them to be killed: and 
, they offered their own bodies to his ven
, geance.' , 

Apprised *, at length, that he had transferred 
their posts to the Persians, and that the Barba
rians were formed into regiments under Mace
donian denominati<?ns, while they had been 
ignominiously discarded, their grief almost 
overcame their reason. All at once they flock 
to the palace, deposit their armour at t~e gate; 
and, standing in their shirts, ready for punish
me~t, \vith tears demanded adlnission. ,. They 
c prayed to be relieved, not froIll expiating their 
, guilty obstinacy, but fronl the king-'s anger, 
,. to them more intolerable than ;death.' And 
though their ,vretched cries and deportment, 
not remi tted after the sun had withdrawn, 
proved their contrition, the king's resentment 
stood out against their entreaties two days. 
On the third, vanquished by their perseverance, 
Alexander appeared; and, slightly reproving the 
\vaywardness of the army, declared, while both 
parties shed tears, that he was reconciled. 

This issue appeared \vorthy to be conse'
crated by the higher sacrifices. After solemn 
offerings, he called to a banquet the principal 
l\1acedonians and Persians. Nine thousand 

.. SurpLElIIENT of Freinshemius, revised. 
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guests, at the king's invi'tation, tasted lihatiol;S 
from a conlmon flagon: while, in concert, the 
Grecian and Barbarian priests, leading and bles~ 
sing the invocations, which the as~embly re.., 
'peated, prayed, that the union of the empires 
Inight be eternal. 

. ,This solelnnity was f()ll~nved by a disband
ing of the invalids. To some of the senior 
FRIENDS, he also gave leave of absence; in
cluding Clitus surnamed Albus, Gorgias, Poly
dalnas, and Antigen~s. To the arrears of pay, 
he added a talent for each discharged soldier,' 
under the name of a travelling-provision. Their 
children, by Asiatic 'wives, about ten thousand, 
he ordered to be left with him, lest, transported 
into Macedon with the father, and mixed with his 
antecedent wife and offspring, they should fill 
every family with discord: Alexander undertak
ing, as a charge on himself, that the infants should 
be nurtured in l\1acedonian customs, and in
structed in the military art. Thus he dismissed 
ten thousand veterans: Craterus, an intimate" 
of his confidence, was nominated to conduct 
them back: if that officer's death should super
vene, tliey were to obey Polysperchon. At the 
same time, he ,vrote to Antipater to this effect: 
" Hononr the victors in pensioned retirement: 
" let' them, ,vearing chaplets, have the first 
(f" st'ats at the pubUc games and spectacles. On. 
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" their decease, continue their pay to their 
• •"chIldren. I t is Illy ,vill, that Craterus be 

" viceroy of Macedon, with the countries de
" pendent on its government: 'while, in his 
" place, you will repair to me ,vith the re
" crui ts." 

Alexander ,vas apprehensive that 'the em
bittered dissentions between Olylnpias and 
Antipater ,vould provoke SOlne disastrous con':: 
sequence. For, in their ,successive letters, one 
alternately accused the other ot: conduct tend
ing to sully the king's dignity at home, or 
,veaken its foundation. It ,vas invidiously re
presented, that, an idle runlour ,vhich had slain 
Alexander, penetrating to Pella, his mother and 
his sister Cleopatra ,vere seized with: cOllstern'l
tion, and Olynlpias flew' to Epirus, her paternal 
country. While letters qf this kind ,vere pass
ing, it happened that Hephrestion, an associate 
in all the secrets of the king, 'was looking over 
,vith Alexander the correspondence unsealed by 
him. Nor did the king forbid him, but dra,v-' 
jng his seal from his finger, pressed It on the 
mouth of the reader, intimating, that no hint of 
'vhat those lines ask nlust transpire. Tlie king 
is reported to have blallled both; and, nloved 
,vith the haughtiness of his mother, to have 
cried, ' That for the ten nlonths' d,yelling ,vhich 
~ she gave him in her womb, she demanded a 
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, heavy reward.' Nevertheless, against Anti .. 
pater he entertained the iInputation, that the 
victory over the Spartans) and the delegation of 
pqwer prolonged to him so many years, had 
rendered him arrogant, and elated above the 
condition of a lieutenant. Therefore, when 
some attendants ,vere expatiating on that, offi
cer's prudence and integrity, he remarked, 
" vVhite he appears, indeed, externally; but, 
" if you could look 'within, he is all purple." 
Alexander, however, dre,v the mask over his 
suspicion, nor betrayed any further symptOlu of 
an alienated mind. 

"\Veighty authorities, deny, and numerous 
,vriters affirm, that Antipater, co~cluding that 
he ,vas summoned a,vay in order to be sacri
fised, ,vas the known director of wicked Ina
chinations, to ,vhich should be ascribed the 
death of the king~ ,vhich soon followed. 

l\1eanwhile Alexander, at once repairing the 
,vaste of the army, and assimilating the manners 
of his subjects, adopted into the l\1acedonian 
ranks the best of the Persian soldiers: to a su
perior thousand, separated froin the excellent, 
he gave' the intimate station of body-guards: 
another, a band of not less than ten thousand 
spearmen, he appointed to ,vatch round his 
pavilion. On the other hand, he introduced, 
into Barbarian corps, Greeks and l\lacedonians, 
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in the proportion of fonr Europeans to twelve 
Asiatics *. Amid these arrangements, Peucestas 
arrived with twenty thousand slingers_ and 
archers, levied i~ his province, which were 
distributed through the army. 

The king repeatedly visited several cities of 
the central provinces. l\foving from Susa across 
the Tigris, he encam,ped successively at Sittacre, 
at Carrhre, at Sambana, and at Celonre. This 
town was inhabited by a colony of emigrants 
from Breotia, ,vhich Xerxes had conveyed thi
ther. They preserved the evidence' of their ori
gin in their dialect, composed for the most part 
of Grecian ,vords; although, from the necessity 
of intercourse, they used the language of the 
neighbouring Barbarians. Thence he entered 
Bagistarnes, a country of pleasant orchards; in 
the simple alimen ts essential to life, and in de
licacies flattering the palate, equally abounding. 

About this time happened a vehement feud 
between Eunlenes and Hephmstion. The ser
vants of Eumenes having preoccupied quarters 
for their master, Hephrestion expelled them, 
that Evius, a flute-player, Inight be entertained 
there. Afterwards, the reposing raneour be
tween the king's secretary and the king's first 
friend ,vas a\vakened by a ne\v quarrel, sallies of 

• A,rrian, lib. vii. p. 158. 
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defiance and hitter reproaches ,vere in ter .. 
changed. This exhibition of their enmity,va$ 
arrested by the interference and authority of 
Alexander: he even threatened Hephrestion, 
and more perseveringly withdrew his couute .. 
Dance from Eumeues, desirous to be reinstated 
in his favour. 

The army proceeded to the plains of lVledia, 
where lordly herds of horses ,vere grazing, of 
distinguished size and beauty, denominated 
,nzscei. In this region of pasture, Alexander 
obtained fifty thousand steeds. Their number' 
formerly, ,vas thrice as many: but, during the· 

,convulsions of ,var, nlarauders had carried 'off 
the greater part. To the king, who renlained 
here thirty days, Atropates, satrap of Media, 
conducted a hundred female Barbarians, expert 
equestrians, armed with half-moon shields, and 
battle-axes: 'VhOll1 some have believed to be 
the remains of a nation of Amazons. 

In seven days, Alexander: reached Ecbatana, 
~he capit~l of the province. lIere he solemnized 
sacrifices tf} the gods, proclaimed musical and 
gymnastic games; and, to recreate his Inind for 
new cares and operations, resolved to unbend 
the time in festivity. He had collected from 
Greec.e three thousand players and musicians *. 

" Pluto defortun. Ale.rand~ 
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He prepares to meet in the theatre the heroes of 
Sophocles: fate forces on his attention another 
scene. He ,vas viewing some boys contell:ding 
in a race, \vhen it was announced that his best 
beloved friend, flephrestion, was dying: inclis
position, contracted by a drunken vigil, had 
confined Hephrestion to his couch seven days. 
Alexander rose in alarm,.' and' hastened to the 
quarters of his friend, ,vho had expired before 
he arrived . 

. The intemperance of his tears .and com
plaints declare 'this to have been felt by Alex
ander as the most adverse incident of his life. 
Subdued by the ,veight of his grief, he gave 
many proofs of an abdicated Inind. During 
tl1r~e days and nights, he neither changed his 
apparel, nor tasted food. Meditating for the 
corse the most honourable obsequies; he .w·ould 
not have it interre~ at Ecbatana: but to Baby
lon, whither himself ,vas preparing to remove, 
appointed Perdiccas to convey it. There he, 
afterwards; built a monument, at the unprece
dented expense 'of twelve thousand talents. He 
ordered a general mourning throughout the em
pire; and, in funeral games in the great -cities, 
employed the three thousand performers previ
ously collected. To the cavalry of the allies 
which Hephrestion had commanded, Alexander 
nominated no other leader, but decr~ed that it 
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should be called the cavalry o~ Hephrestion, and 
that the banners should not be changed. His 
friends, eager candidates for his favour, vied in 
inventing offerings to the Inemory of the de
ceased, to sustain it 'with greater lustre. Eu
Juenes, who imagi~le4 that, by his dispute ,vith 
the favourite, he had incurred the king's dis
pleasure, dedicated himself and armour to He
phrestion~ and contriputed largely fronl' his trea
~ures to grace the, funeral: and many officers 
followed his exanlpl,e. At length the effrontery 
of flattery persuaded the king, frantic '~ith sor
ro\v, that Hephrestion ,vas a de'migod. 

,At th,is tinle, Agathocles of Sanlos, one of 
the c'aptains, feiI int~ great danger, because he 
,vas seen, in passing I-Iep~restion's grave, to 'veep. 
Perdiccas, ho,vever, feigning the Inanes to have 
appeared to himself evoking it, swore, by all the 

, gods, and by Jlephrestion, ' That,.from the spirit 
co/the hero, he knew, that Agathocles had not 
, tnolirned hinl as a dead man, idly decked with 
, the~ glories of a false divinity, but had been, 

from ;the recollection of past social hours, un
e able ,to restraIn his tears.' But for this, a 
,brave officer, meriting ,veIl of the king, had 
received on his innocent l1ead a heavy retribu
tion for affection to his friend. 

To divert his melancholy, Alexander under
too~ an expedition against the Cossreans. A 

VOL. II. DD 
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fierce and untamed tribe, inhabiting a moun· 
tainous district on the southern frontier of 
Media, the Cossreans subsist by plunder. By 
"an annual tribute, the satraps of the adjoining 
'provinces had been accustomed to compound a 
peace with them, lest these, descending fr01n 
their ridges, should Inake the lower country 
the seat of their ravages .. The attempts of the 
"Persic armies, the Cossreans had easily foiled, 
defended by rugged fastnesses, hito ,vhich they 
retired whenever they ,vere defeated in a skir
n1ish. At the periodical return of the court 
from the summer-palace of Ecbatana to Baby
lon, the great king had habitually conciliated 
them by presents, to obtain an undisturbed pas- " 
sage through their defiles. 

Assailing these Barbarians ,vith the ai'my in 
two divisions, in forty days Alexander a~l(l 
Ptolemy completely subdued them. Repeated
ly forced, the surviving Cossreans, to i'ecover 
their prlsoners, surrendered their last recesses. 
At suitable points, the king erected fortresses, 
lest the obedience of this untractable horde 
should expire, as soon as his army had ,vi th.. 
dra\vn. 

The minch toward Baby1011 Alexander con
ducted slowly, to refresh the ,vearied troops. 
Scarcely no,v thirty stadia from the city, he 
'vas met by Nearchus, whom he had sent thither 
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by _the ocean and the lo,ver Euphrates.' N ear
chus besought hin~, ' Not to enter ,a city, in 
( that case fatal to hitn, as he had learnt from 
~ the Chaldreans, the certitude of whose art had 
" been established by the repeated coincidence 
" of events with their predictions.' Impressed 
by his friend's earnestness, and by the reputa
tion of the priests, Alexander detached the 
greater part of his attendants into the city; 
and passin-g, by another road, beyond Babylon, 
encmnped distant thence two hundred stadia. 

Soon afterwards, stimulated by Anaxarchus, 
in contempt of the dehortation of the Chal
dreans, ,vhose learning he pronounced shallo,v 
and useless, l1e entered the city. There, in au
diences, he gave many days of graceful attell
"tion, as the acknowledged master of the world, 
to a confluence of ambassadors from Carthage, 
fronl Spain and Italy, from the confines of Ethi
opia, and fron1 relnote countries in Asia. He 
then resigned his thoughts to the obsequies of 
Hephrestioll, ,vhich, through the emulous de ... 
votedness of all, ,vere so solemnized, that, in 
l'ichness of cost, and complexity of pageantry, 
they l1ad never been exceeded by the funeral 
sacrifices of any king that had lived. 

The king ,vas no,v desirous to navigate 
through the canal Pallacopas to the borders of 
Arabia. Conveyed thither, discovering an eli ..... 

DD~ 
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g}ble site, he founded a city, which he peopled 
,vith invalid Greeks, and oth~r Greeks ,vhom 
inclination detained from their country. Secure 
no,Y of the' future, he ridiculed the Chaldreans, 
because he not only ha(~ entered Babylon in 
safety, but had gone out of it in health.. His 
return, however, through the turbid lakes, which 
the Euphrates, distributed by the Pallacopas, 
forms, ,vas at'tended by a malign omen: as he 
'was steering his own vessel, sOIne" overhanging 
boughs swept the' diadem from his bro,y into the 
flood: after \vhich, he ,yore on-board a sailor's 
cap. Other portents have been related. Cala':' 
nus, the only Brahmin who could be induced to 
foJIo\v hinl from India, fell sick in Persia j Be... 
fore the eastern sage ,vas carried to, the pyre, on 
,vhich he had resolved to'devote himself, Alex
ander visited him: Calanus en1braced the rest 
at the intervie\Y; 'but refused to' take leave of 
his royal friend, saying, ' That he should see 
, him again in 'Babylon.' Robbed of serenity 
by superstitious fears, the king offered daily sa .. 
crifices, according both to the Grecian and Bar
barian rites, to conciliate the menacing gods. 

,\Vith recovering confidence, having returned 
to Babylon, he received delegations, who had 
brought cr<)\vns of gold .from the Grecian' r~
publics. As a prelude to aistant enterprises, he 
reviewed his troops and galli,es. Franl a splen.. 
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,did entertainment which he had given to N ea~
chus and the captains of t~e fleet, Alexander, 
retiring to rest, ,vas met by Medius of Larissa. 
·This officer, prolonging at his own board a se
parate feast to his friends, strenuously invited 
~he king to honour the sitting. Alexander re
.111ained with the party of lVI~dilJS the re$t of the 
night, and all the following day, in the cour~e 
.of which he drank a cup to each of the twenty 
guests *. The indisposition under which he was 
carried frOln this scene of excess, incessantly in,
creased in violence; 'and, on the sixth day, 
disease had nea~'ly exhaust.ed !:n hinl the powers 
of nature. 1\1eanwhile, the anxious' soldiers oQ... 
tained achnission to his presence. 

C II A P. V. 

!Jeatlt qf AleLvan~ler. Griif of the If;[acedonians 
and Persians. Sisygambis dies by abstinence. 
Character if Alexander. 

] 2. As they saw hiln, their tears springing, 
t~lCy presented the appearance, not of an arniy 
~f visitors to their kjng, but of nlourners over 

.. Plutarch and Athenreus. 

The Supplement of Freinshemiu; ends with the chapter. 
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llis grave. Of the circle round his beel the 
grief \\·as eminently full: as Alexander bel1eld 
them', " ""Vhen I am gone, ,vhere," saidlle, ". ,vill 
." you find a king worthy of such men?" 

It transcends belief, that in the sitting pos... 
ture to which he had raised hitnself when the 
troops \vere adluitted, he remained till the ,vhole 
army, to the last man, had saluted him. The 
Inultitude dismissed, as discharged froIll the 
last debt of life, he thre\v b~ck his ,yeary 
'frame. 

His friends having been bidden to approach 
close, for his voice began now to fail, his signet 
dra,vn from his finger he delivered to Perdiccas, 
accompanied ,vith an injunction to convey his. 
body to Hammon. To those inquiring, ' To 

whonl he devised the enlpire,' he answered ~ 

~, To the most ,vorthy * ~ - I already fore~ 

• Diodorus represents his answer to have been, cc To the bravest" 
" or strongest." And Le Tellier is anxious to construe the" opti
" mus" of Cu~tius in that sense. But is it not painting Alexander 
little better than a fiend, thus to make him deliberately leave to his 
lieutenants only a legacy of social war? Justin has it, unambigu. 

ously, " To the most worthy." 
The translator supposEs-that Alexander, in the signet, meant to 

confer the supremacy on Perdiccas; that, surprised and qffended at'. 
the subsequent question, ' To whom he left the empire,' 

, 

hi~ answer 
" To the most worthy" implied, " Have I not already di~posed of 
" it?" and that" certamen," in the translation represented by 
4' debate," does not allude to an armed contest, which Alexander, 
~cordillg to the general construction, was instituting, mid connected 
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" see, in that debate, mighty funeral galnes pre
.fo' pared for me." Asked by Perdi~cas, " vVhen 
, he ,villed that diyine honours should be paid 
f him,' l}e replied, '~When theJn- Dlgmp. cxiv. 1~ 
" selves \vere happy.'1 These \vere A. C. SQS. 

k" S }Etat. Alex. S3.t1le 1ast ,vor dSOlef tl ~lI~g: oon 
Reg. is. 

afterwards he expired *~ Imp. 7. 

with which the word" foresee!' is inappo~ite, hut alludes to bust

ling symptoms qf cabal, which he overheard among the rivals of Per

diccas whil~ they were still round his pillow. 

* On 28. Decius, corresponding to ~2. May. The chronologists 
are, we belieye, agreed as to the year of the Olympiad, but not as tQ 

the year At C~ The disagreement of a un~t between Petavius and 

Usher, may arise from not regarding ~he difference in the commence

ment of the Olympiad and the Dominical Year. 
In ~ur previous chronological notices, the frequent impossibility of 

determining the month in which the event fell, prevents the yea~ 
from being always assigned with certai~ty. In the dates, above, of 
Alexander's death, the year of the Olympiad is nearly complete; 
the year A. C. not half e~pired; the year of Alexander's age, short 

by two months; that of ~lis reign, by four months; and that of his 

Asiatic empire, by a small space nearly the sa~e as the Olympiad. 
It may be useful to recapitulate here the times at which the dif., 

ferent eras commence, Qmitting that of the Christian, as universally 

)mown. 

The QLY1II PIAD, or space of four years between. each recurr~nce 

of the Olympic games~ begins on tJle first new moon, 

(ifter June 21, or the summer-solstice. 

ALEXANDEII. was BonN 21. July? Plutarch affirms, that tIle 

Macedonian month l:.ous answered to the Attic month 

. Hecatomb~on, ,"hich nearly coincides with July. Dr. 
Leland infers, ii'om a letter of Philip preserved in De- I 

mosthenes' Oration on the Crown, that Loiis, at tlwl 

. time, corresponded to the Attic month Boedromion, 

which nearly agrees with September. The perple....ity 
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In the first fit of grief, the \vhole palace re-: 
sounded ,yith lamentat~ons and \yith smitings 
of the breast :-allOll all things lay, as in a de~ 
sart, couched in dreary silen'ce; allgui~h di~ 
verted to the contemplation of what ,vas t~ 

follow. 
The young nobles accustolned to guard his 

person, \vith ungoverned distress, passed out of 
the palace, and, \vandering like maniacs, filled 
the city \vith sorrow and complaint; 110r omit
ted any extray~gqnc~ 'vhic~l ~o~unfu~ enl~tio~~ 
could prompt. 

13. The' guards, ,vho had stooel without the 
palace, as weII' Barbarian's as l\lacedohians, in 
consequence rushed in;. nor, in the conllnon 
distraction, could the vanquished be distin
guished froln the victors. 'The Persians in-: 
voking their most just and nlost' Inerciful nlas ... 
ter; the Macedonians their greatest, ~ravest 

king,-it ~eem~d a c?ntest in 'vretche~lnes~. 
The voices were, also, heard of passionate nlur~ 
nlurers: "So happy a prince, in the blossom
" ing of life and fortune, snatched, fronl th~ 
" governtnent of inen, qy the envy of the 

may arise from alterations in ~he Macedon ian aml 
Attic Kalelldars, of which we have no memorial, in 
addition to the difierent modifications of the early 
Roman, Julian, and Gregorian years. . 

ALEXANDER began t? REIGN OVER MACEDON, Q4. September. 

---- began to REIGN OVER PERSIA some time in July. 
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," gods." The vigor and .co~ntenance ,vith 
,vnich he led engagements, comnlenced sieges, 
I?o,unted in escalade~, and ~ssenlbled the troops 
to reward the brave, were present to their ima
ginations. Then the l"facedonians expressed re
gret, for their refusal to hiIn of celestial ~onours; 
and' termed themselves undutiful, ungrateful, 
inasmuch ~s they had ,vronged his -ears of 
his due title. After they had long continue4 
'telling, now' 'of their veneration for the king, 
no\v of their attachment to him, their compas
sion turned upon themselves. IVfarched from 
:distant ~Iacedonia beyond the Euphrates, they 
perceived thenlselves to be unsupported in the 
midst of e~emie~ who despised their 11ew em
pire; and that in the deficiency 'of a _ deter
minate he,ir to ~he- king's dominions, every ge
neral would attract to hinlself a part of the 
forces. They foreboded t1~e civil 'vars ,vhicli 
afterwards occurred. Their blood nlust once 
more flow, their scars be opened by new ,vounds, 
i{ot'to ,yin the 'empire of Asia, but to decide who 
should be their Inaster. Aged, infirm, having 
just demanded disillission from their rightful 
sovereign, they BlUSt be sacrifise~ for the eleva
tion of some, perhaps, ignoble satellite. 

, 14. As they ,vere revolving these apprehen
sions, night surprised them, and increased their 
~error; the troops watched under anns: the 
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Babylonians .stood, some on the walls, others 
on the tops of the ho~ses, inquisi tively looking, 
as expecting decisive things. N one dared to 
employ lights; and as vision ,vas suspended~ 
the, ear, devoted to the din, analysed every 
sou111:1. Great l1u,mbers, roving panic-struck, 
encountered in bye-alleys; borne along, mutu
ally suspected and anxious. 

The Persians, their heads, according to tqeir 
manner, shaven, habited in mourning-, ,vith their 
,vives and children, forgetting ho,v recently the 
conqueror llad been an enemy, bewailed hirn~ 
,vith true affection, as their lawful king. Ac
customed to live under a monarch, they con
fessed that they had never had a ruler ,vorthier 
to be relne'mbered. N or ,vas their grief cir
cumscribed by the city-,valls: ,vith the report 
of its calamitous cause, it spread to the adj?in
ing country, and aftenvards pervaded that large 
section of Asia on .this side the Euphrates. 

The news flew to Darius' mother. Her 
usual attire rent, and replaced by melancholy 
,veeds, s1le, ,vi th torn tresses, flung herself on 
the ground. Sitting near her, ,vas one of her 
grand-daughters,lamenting her husband Hephres ... 
tion, lately lost:. with the public grief, she ,vas 
retracing her personal sorrows. But Sisygambis, 
alone .was marshalling all the ills of her fatnily ~ 

-she 'vept her o\vn lot, she \vept the corrdi~io~ 
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ofhe! grand-children: the l1ew afflictions revived 
the past. It Inight be imagined that Darius had 
died only no\v, and that the same day witnessed 
the obsequies of two sons of this disconsolate. 
She wept the dead and the living. "'Vho 
f' would protect her girls? who ,vouId be an;. 
" other Alexander? They \vere again captives, 
" again, fallen from the pinnacle of Inajesty. 
" Their father dead, they had found a guard
~, ian; after Alexander, doomed to find no 
'" commiserating, friend." During the utter
ance of these reflections, it assailed her mind
That eighty of her brethren had been butchered, 
in one day, by that cruellest of kings, Ochus, 
,vho added the immolation of her father to the 
"slaughter of his children :--Ofseven children 
,vhich herself had born, but one survived:
·Darius had flourished a while to meet a terrible 
extinction. 

At length she sunk under her sorrows: her 
bead veiled, turned away from fler grand-daughter 
and grand-son, ,vho ,vere -kneeling at her feet, 
she refused equally food and light. On the 
"fifth day, after abjuring life, she expired. 

The exit of this princess, is a strong argu
ment-of Alexander's courtesy to her,-al1d cle
Inel1t treahnent of all the captives: she \vho 
could endure to survive Darius, revolted fronl 

surviving Alexander. 
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15. And, indisputably, to persons justly e~r 
timating Alexander, it 1S plain, that his great 
qualities w~re parts of his nature; his bad traits~ 
either vitiations of prosperity, or ebullitions of 
youth *. flalf-incredulous, 'v~ wonder at the 
force of his spirit; his perseverance in labour, 
aq~tin~nc~, and ,vatchil1g, almost to excess; his 
bravery tran~cending that of other kings, and 
even of men ,vithout q.nother ~ndowment-, 
death, which appal~ mankind, he habitually de
spised. His bounty frequently imparted more 
than the sanguine q,sk of the gods. How many 
kil1gdoms diP. his moderation and beneficence, 
to the vanquished, restore or give! I-lis too 
great love of appl~us¢ and reno,vn, ~s venial in 
a young Ulan ,vho had performed such achieve:
)nen ts. If filial fondness proposed to enshrine 
Olynlpias as a goddess, filial duty had avengeq 
Philip. His courtesy entertained almost all hi~ 
()fficers; his benevolence en1braced the army. 
Equally with magnanimity) hedisplayed)yisdolu, 

'* The translator has been guided by the context, independent qf 
which, such is the ambiguity of" fortunce, vel atatis," that the pas

sage might be paraphrased, " his vices, owing to casual circum
" stances, or the character of the age." On ·such sentimental blan. 
dishing, the translator would observe, that- if man is indeed 
the creature of circumstances, let one of the circumstances thrown 
r~und him be a severe reprobation of crimes-not a false and perni-: 
cious system of accommodating ethics, which will extinguish im~ 

l'rovement and animate degeneracy. 
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and an early policy ,vhich mature years sustained. 
Imnloderate appetites he had tempered ,to a 

/ :meal1; long' he observed the institutes of na
,ture; and never invaded the conjugal rights of 
another. These 'were great qualities. - 

,The stains of his prosperity were-:...Requiring 
divine honours, in emulation of the gods; cre
diting oracles ,vhich had instigated such extra
vagancies; discharging inequitable vengeance 
oil those who \vould not stoop to adore him *; 
taking an eifenlinate foreign dress; adopting the 
degenerate manners of the vanquished, ,vhich, 
lJefore the battle of Arbela, he had despised. 
As to his proneness to anger, and love of ,vine, 
as fervid youth had increased, so sedate age 
mighf have moderated, these faults. It mU5t,. 
after all, be confessed, that he "ras indebted, how' 
·much soever to great endowments, still 1110re to 
fortune, ,vhich he, alone of all nlankind, seemed 
to lead in his train. I-Iow often did she rescue 
hiu1 fro01 death1 how often, ,vith constant favour, 

• The modern apologists for Alexander .are more tenacious of his. 
:reputation: "lIad he remitted formalities consecrated by the prac
" tice of ages, he must insensibly have lost the respect of his Asiatic
.., subjects ;" But were not the l\lacedonian customs equally ven~· 
.rable; and was not the respect offreemen as important as that ofthe 
slaves whom they had conquered? Or would the Persians, who had 
witnessed the fa.te of Darius and Bessus, deem that invincibility and 
dil-'inity necessarily enshrined a monarch who received the ceremony 
of prostration? 
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shield him" rashly comn1itted to peril! To his 
life, and his glory, she assigned one period. 
The fates delayed, till-the East subdued, and 
the Ocean attained-he had effected as much as 
a n10rtal could effect. 

To this great king and leader, a successor 
is wished: but the \veight is more than one can 
support. His name, and the fan1e of his achieve .. 
ments, distributed kings, and apportioned king
q.oms, over \vell-nigh all the world; and illus
trious ,vere accounted the inheritors of small 
proportions of such greatness. 

CHAP. VI. 

Deliberations respecting a Successor to Ale..1:allde~.. 

16. AT Babylon, ,vhence began our digres
sion, the guards of the presence convened, in 
tIle palace, the" principal courtiers and leaders of 
the army: there followed a concourse of sol
diers, eager to know on whom Alexander1s do
111inion ,vould· devolve. As an· iInpenetrable 
crowd excluded Inany officers from admission, 
a herald proclailned, that none should approach 
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besides those,.called by name: but the precari ..I 

ous regulation was despise~. A strong wailing 
burst out, subsided, and ,vas reexcited. At 
length, the tears of the ll1ultitude repressed, ex
pectation held them silent. 

The regal chair, in ,vhich ,vere the diadem, 
the robes, and the arms of Alexander, exposed 
to public vie,v, Petdiccas then deposited in the 
~hair the signet ,vhich the king had given hiIn 
the ~ay before. On seeing these vacant en
signs, the assembly once nlore 'vept. 

." I here," said Perdiccas, " surrender to you
" th~ ring delivered by the king hiInself to Ine, 
" ,vith ,vhich he ,vas used to seal his acts of 
Ie power. Although to match the calmnity, 
cc ,vith ,vhich we are afflicted, not one could 
" be devised by incensed gods; yet the vast~ 
" ness of his achievelnents justifies us in be .. 
" lieving, that the celestials lent such a man to 
" human affahs, and that, thei~ ues~inations ac
" complished, they have suddenly taken back 
" their offspring. Since, therefore, nothing re
I' mains of hitn, more than is always shut out 
" from immortality, let us, as soon as possible, 
" discharge the last duties to his corse and 
" nan1e; n1indful in what city, among ,vhat 
" people, we are, and of \vhat a king and chaIn
" pion ,ve have been deprived. , 

" Our present deliberations, fellow-~old~ers l 
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" must en1brace measures to keep the conquest 
" won among the conquerors. A ,head is in
'ct dispensable: to constitute this, either single 
" or lllultifold, is now in your power. But it 
it behoves you to k~o,v; that a military lnass 
" ,vithout a leader; is a body without the intel..: 
" ligel1t ,principle. Roxana's d~clared' preg
" nancy has proceeded six months: ,ve pray, 
" that sile n1ay bear' a son: becolne an adult~ 
" his sh~H be the kingdolu, the gods assenti~g,. 
" By ,vhom ye ,vill be governed mean,vhile, 
" now detennine:" , -Thus, Perdiccas. 

17. Then N earchus' spoke: "That the blood 
" and lineage of Alexander will alone grace the 
H irilperial dignity, no one can deny - - But 
Ie to ,vait for a king not yet born, an~l to pass 
t, by one already in existence, suits neither the 
"inclination of the l\lacedonian~, nor this 
" crisis: there is a son of the king by, Barsine :
t, to hin1 let us yield the diadem*.':-This 

• Dy the name i3~lrsine, An'ian d~sign'~t'es Dar~us' elder daugh

ter, whom Cuttius, Justin, and Plutar~h, call Statim. Eusehius~ 

after Porphyry; makes Barsine daughter of Pharmibazus; Plutarclr7 

daughter of Arraba'lUs, and widow of Meinnon the Rhodian, taken 

captive at Damascus: [Curdus, book iii. chap. 13.] As Arriall 

himself attests th~ teudy agreement of Alexander's generals to set 

aside his son Hercules by Barsine, it is probable that she was not the 

daughter of Darius, nor bad been treated as a queen, nor married to 

the king as Roxana and Statim. The variation of the other writers 

respecting the father of Bariinc, is an additional argument that het" 
birth was comparatively obscure. 
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speech pleased 110' one: the soldiers, therefore, 
ill their luanner, clashing their spears and 
shields,' perseveringly interrupted it; and had 
nearly proceeded to tumult, because Nearchus 
stubbornly. lnaintained his opiniOl1.. 

" An offspring entirely 'worthy to tule the 
" ~iacedonian nation," then observed Ptolelny, 
" is the son either of Roxana or Bat-sine! it 
" ,vill grate Europe' to pronounce the nalne of 
" a king, having so much captive blood' in his 
"composition. Have ,ve subdued the Persians 
" to serve their progeliy; w"hich those rightful 
" lords of the East, Xerxes and Darius, \vith 
" armed myriads, and po\verful }leets, in vain re .. 
" quired uS to do? l\1y proposition 'is, that, 
" Alexander's throne fixed in 11is pavilion; 
" those who were associated to his councils 
" there meet, as often as it be needful to deli
" berate in C0111nlon: and"as to any point ,vhich 
H the majority of these decree,. let it stand a so
" vereign act: let the generals and viceroys obey 
" these." " 'Vith Ptolemy sonle agreed, but the 
greater ntunber \vith Perdiccas. . 

Then Aristonus arose to speak: "'Vhen. 
c, consulted as to \vhonl he left the kingdom, 
H .Alexander willed that the n10st worthy should 
,', be elected. His disposal of the signet, shows 
" that hilnself adjudged Perdiccas the most 
" \vorthy. Nor ,vas this comp~nion of the dy.. 

VOL. II. EE 
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" ing king alone \vith him: but the king, cast .... 
" ing his eyes round, singled, from a cro\vd of 
" friends, this, to W-hOlll he delivered his ring. 
" It pleased him, therefore, to confer the su
" prelnacy an Perdiccas.,1 

The assembly entertained no doubt that 
Aristonus had rightly construed Alexander's 
last act; they thel"cfore unanimously desired 
Perdiccas to' step forth, and take up the royal 
signet. P~rdiccas l1esitated between avidity 
and bashfulness; and imagined that the more 
modestly he approached the object \vhich h~g. 

wishes were embracing, the nlore it \vould be 
pressed upon his acceptance. After-lingering,. 
long undetermined how to act, he retired behind 
those \vho sat next. 

But Meleager, one C?f the captains, whom 
',the indecision of Per,diccas had elated, began 
,vith fortified spirit: "The gods, can neve}'" 
" perl~it the fortune of Alexander, the dignity 
" of such power, to descend on those shoulders ~ 
" men, assuredly,. ,vill never suffer it. I speak 
" not of individuals more ennobled than he is,
" but of ~ny consciously men: by whose re-· 
,,- volting minds t11ere is no obligation that it 
" should be endured. Nor does it concern uS', 
" ,vhether we have, for a king, the son of Rox~ 
" ana, \vhenever he shall be produced, or Per.. 
" diccas, since the latter, under the title of 
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,,' protector, will seize the sovereignty. Hence 
" it is, .that he will hear of no king, unless it 
" be one in embryo: and ,vhile it '\tTere just and 
" requisite that all things be expeditiously set
" tIed, he alone is 'vaiting the full term of 
tC montHs, having already divined that a boy is 
" conceived: do you doubt that Perdiccas is 
" prepared at least to substitute one? If so
" lemnly adjuring us, Alexander had left us 

, 'e this luan for a king, t~is alone of all his com
ic mancIs, I should judge it right to disobey. 
" Why, Macedonians! do you not separate to 
lC pillage the treasuries; for to these imperial 
,e riches the people is heir." Having thus 
~poken, Meleager bi'oke away through the 
arn1ed crowd; and those who had opened for 
him to pass, follo\ved to the promised spoil. 

C HA P. VII. 

4ridceus is saltited king under tIle name of Philip" 
Opposite measures of the nobles. Skirmish in 
the [JPartm~nt containing AleJ,'ander's corse~ 

Submission of Perdiccas. 

18. A DENSE volume of soldiers gathered 
,about -Meleager; the assembly having been di
verted to tumult and discord: when there no\v 

EE2 



~20 QUINTUS CtJRTIUS. Book X. 

spoke one of the lowest class, unknown to the 
greater part 'of the ~lacedonians: " What need 
" of ati-ns and civil war, ,vhen you have ,vith 
lC you the king \vhom you seek? Aridreus, son 
'" of Philip, brothel' of the late king Alexander1 

" his companioll in the sacred ceremonies, now' 
H his sole heir, is passed over by you. . 'Vhat is 
" hIs delnerit; ,vhat crime has he committed; 
~, \vhy is he excluded from the public la,,, of 
(C nations? If Y0l! seek the equal of Alex~nder, 
" you \vill never fihd him; if the next in right, 
" Aridreus is the person." Having heard. this, 
the tllultitude, at first, remained silent, as a\ved 
by author~ty. Afterwards, t.heY,all at once cla
moured: "Let Aridams he called;. they de.. 
" sel',ve death \vho 'would hold the asselnhly 
" without him." 

Pithon, then, commenced ari appea1 ,vhh 
profuse tears: "N0\" it appears how deeply 
" Alexander ought to be mourned, torn frOlu 
" the service and society of such citizens and 
" soldiers, ,vho are so absorbed in contem.. 
" .plating the name and menl0ry of theIr late 
" king" that they are blind to other things.;' 
A sarcasm, not anlhiguously, aimed at the young 
prince to whonl the empire 'vas about to he as
signed. But Pithon excited more hostile blood 
against himself, than con~enlpt fol', Aridreus; 
because the nlilitary, while sympathizing with 
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Aridreus' misfortune, began to feel as partisans. 
They, therefore, declare, ,vith steady acc1ama~ 
tion, ' That they ,vill suffer to reign, none ex
, cept hiln ,vho had been born to that hope.' 
They order him to be sent fQr. l\Ieleager, hat
i~]'g and hated by Perdiccas, promptly brought 
Aridreus in to the palace; and the troops con
jointly saluted hiIn-Philip! king! 

19! This ,vas the vote of the vulgar; dif
fer~nt, the determination of the nobles~ Plthon, 
in execution of the project of Perdiccas, ap
pointed Perdiccas and Leonnatus, who were of 
the royal lineage, guardians to the expected son 

of Roxana. I-Ie subjoined a stipulation, ' That, 
, in Europe, Craterus and Antipater should 
'administer the governlllent.' Then froIII 

every i:ndividual ,vas exacted an oath, that 
~e would holel true allegiance to the issue of 
Alexander. 

l\1eleager, not ,vithout cause, apprehensi\-e 
of punishment, seceded froIn his party. Bring
ing Pl~ilip again ,vith hiln, he, soon afterwards, 
rushed into the palace, exclaiming: ~F The pulJ
" lie hopes conceived of the new king are SllP

" ported by his vigorous lnanhood. Let us 
" 111uke an experiment of Philip's offspring, the 
q son and brother of our last two kings; and 

" let us put 1l10st confidence 111 our o.wn judg;... 
" lllen t:" 
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The deepest s~a, the TIl0St disturbed estuary, 
'has not more fluctuations than popular ~aprice, 
wherever it can ,vanton in the exercise of-a ne\v 

liberty to last bu t an interval. A few voted the 
empire to Perdiccas; far ma~y more than Philip 
l1ad expe~ted pronounced it to be his. They 
neither approved, nor rejected, any thing long'. 
Now they rep~nted of their o\vn purpose; no\V' 
of their penitence. At length, however, they 
settled in ~ favourable disposition to the royal 
line. 

A,ved by the po~ver of the leading nobility~ 
Aridreus had withdrawn fronl t~e as~em~ly. 

During his absence, the soldiers' partiali ty had 
been rather quiet than languid. ~ridreus, sum
llloned back, is invested with his brother's man-:
tIe, the same ,vhich had been la~d upon the 
throne. And Meleager, in h~s corslet, took 
arnlS, and followed the new king, as captain of 
the body-guard. ,Clanging their shields'agai11st 
their spears, the phalanx menaced: " 'Ve l11uSt 
" have atonement, frOt11 the blood of those 
~, viho reached at ~olninion no wise ~elonging 
" to them. In the sanle house and family, the 
" command of the state shall remain: ,ve will 
" reSCl~e hereditary po,ver, and the royal line: 
" as our fathers, we venerate the name of nla
" jesty; and no one shall assume ~t, unless born 
" to reign." 
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. 20.' In alarm, Perdiccas c~used the barri
~aded hall, where the king's body lay, to be 
locked. Six hundred nlen ,vere ,vith him, of tried 
courage. Ptol~my had also joined him, and the 
band of young noblemen. It ,vas 1}.ot, ho,vever, 
qifficult for so many thousands of the phalanx 
to break to pieces th~ door. ~u'rrou~ded by his 
guarq.s, ,vho were led by Meleager, the king 
likewise rushed in. Perdiccas, indignant, called 
for sucl~ to ~orpe oyer as ,vould defend Alexan .. 
der's corse t but those ,vho had broke in launch
ed darts at hilu. ~unlbers ,vounded, at length 
the seniors of the phalanx, taking off their hel
nlets to be better r~~Qgnised, entreated that the 
adherents of Perdiccas 'voJl~d desist fronl hosti
lities, and sublnit to the'kiQ.g !lnd the Inajority. 
Perdiccas laid dow'n his arn1S, al1d was follo,ved 
by his party. Invited by l\1eleager to remain 
,vith the cO~'se of Alexander, these, deeining 
that a~ opportunity for treachery ,vas sought, 
'vel~t out at another pa~t of the palace, and 
flew 'to the precinct of the Euphrates. The ca
valry, f;onsisting of the nl0st distinguished 
young men, in' a stropg body, followed Per
diccas and Leonnatus. It ,vas agreed to quit 
the city, and encamp in the field--except by 
Perdiccas, ,vho did not despair of the accession 
of the infantry to his standard: he therefore 
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remained in the city, lest, by' ,vithdra\ving 
,vith the horse, he should appear to have severed 
l1illlself from the r~st of the army. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Ferdiccas intimidates the guards sent to ajJPre.... 
"end him, and repairs to Leonnatus. Forlona 
ah~ qj'the court.. Blockade if' the city. Ari.. 
dceus 8Umm(1l1s the ca'Valr!J~ Reunion qf th~ 
army: 

~1EANWI-IILE, l\Ieleager never ceased to 
represent to Aridreus, ' That the death of 
, Perdiccas, \vas necessary to cOl1finn his so
'vereigl1ty. Unless that uncontrollable spirit 
, 'v~re prevented, he would unsettle the succes
'sion. H~ could not forget wllat ret~'ibution 
, he deserved frqlll his king; and no nlan is 
, faithf~l to hiln 'VhOll1 he distrusts.' . Th~ si
lence of Aridreqs, who rather suffered than 
assented to these suggestions, lVIeleager under
stood as a c0111111and. In the king'.s nanl~, by a 
party of guards, he sent for Perdiccas, and 
charged theln to kill hinl,. sho'Qld he hesitate 
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to cotne. Apprised of their Inission, Perdiccas 
posted himself at the door of his house, accom
panied by sixteen, in all, of the royal band of 
youths. The messengers, ,vhom, ill a severe 
-l'ebuke, he addressed as ~leleager's slaves, he so 
awed by his determined spirit and countenance, 
that they fled in a panic. Perdiccas directed 
the young nobles to mount their horses, and 
proceeded to Leonnatus ,vith a few adherents: 
}lis guard reinforced, he ,vas no\v ready to repel 
~ny violence. 

21. Next day, the J\lIacedonian infantry 
viewed it as a flagitious affair, that Perdiccas' 
life ,vas brought into danger; and they resolved 
to apply, under arms, for vengeance on the ,te
nlerity of l\feleager. The satellite, having fore .. 
f)eell the sedition, when they appeared before 
the l~illg, asked him, ' 'Vhether he had ordered 
~ that Perdiccas should be apprehended?' .Ari
dmus answered: "I. ordered it, by your ad
~' vice: but the troops ought to dismiss alann; 
" for Perdiccas lives." 

The assembly thus dissolved, lVleleager, ter.. 
rified at the separation of the horse, seeing no 
expedient, as he had incurred tIle displeasure of 
the foot by enueavouring to direct it against his 
en~n1y, spent three days in revolving unstable 
schemes. 

Dur~ng these transactions, the form of a 
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court ,vas preserved; th~ atnbassadors of the 
nations co~~tin~td to presept themselves before 
the king; the ~11iefs of the army, to att~l1d; 
and body-guar~s and lance-bearers filled the area 
before thp palace. B~t impulsiv~ gloom. sat on 
:every face, the index of the last despair; mutu
ally 'distru~tful, the co~rtiers ~urst neither asso
ciate nor cqnverse; each ruminating alone. A 
comparison 'with th~ ne\v king, ~Wfl.kened regret 
fot their departed leader - - 'Vhere js he 
,vhose PO\ver and auspices \ve follo,~ed hither? 
Disaffected, untamed, nations, as they can seize 
opportunity, ,vill avenge the111selve's on' th~ir 
unsupported conquerors. 

While flUCh thoughts were g~a,ving a,vay 
their courage, it ,vas announced, that t~le ~a

vahy unde1r Perdiccas, possessed of th~ avenues, 
obstructed the carriage of corn to the city. 
Hence scarcity began to be felt, and then fa
mine. TIle forces ,vithin the ,valls voted, 
that' a reconciliation' ',vith Perdiccas must be 
negociatedl, or battle given. 

22. It; had happened, that the r~r~l iIlh~~ 
. bitants 0 f Babylonia, apprehensive that the 
farms ari.d villages ,vould be plund~red, took 

-refuge i·n 	 the city, and the towns-people, as 
their pr'ovisions failed, repaired to the open 
country ~ to each party change of sit~ation ap
pearing safer. The lVIacedonian infantry, afraid 
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of the convulsion attending these migrations, 
asselnbled in the palace, and delivered their opiT 
nions. It was de~reed, that deputies should be 
sent to the horse to demand the cessation of dis.. 
cord and the ~un'ender of their arn}.s. Fasas, 
the Thessalian, Anlissas, the l\,fega1opolitan, and 
Perilaiis, dispatched in consequence, by the king, 
bore back this answ~r to his orders: " The ca
." valry will not lay down their arms, unless the 
" movers of the sedition are delivered up." On 
~his b,eing announced, the soldiers, unbidden, 
l'an to aruls. 

" T~lere is no need for this tumult," said 
Aridreus, 'VhQIll the uproar had drawn from the 
palace; "the pr,i~e for ,vhich the combatants 
" will be shiughtered, will fall to such as shall 
" have remained inactive. Remember, ,no .less, 
" that the dispute is with )~ur fellow-country
f' hlen; and to take frOlll them suddenly the 
" hope of accOlnnlodation, is precipitating so
" cial ,val'. Let us try, by another embassy, 
" ,vhether they are to be conciliated:' I mn 
" persuaded that they ,vill aU unite, as Alexan
f' der's renlains are not yet buried, to discharge 
" the last solemni ties. For lllyself, r had ra
" ther resign this dignity, than maintain it by 
" the blood of my countryI11en. And if there 
J' is no other excitement to concord, elect, I 
" enheat you, a nl~re popular leader." . Then, 
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,vhile tears started, he took the diadem from his 
head; holding it out in his right hand, that allY 
Dlight take it ,vho deenled hinlself 'v~rthier. 

This att~mpered speech excited_ great expec~ 
tations from his talents, hitherto eclipsed by his 
brother's,celebrity. All, therefore, pressed hiln 
to prosecute ,vhatever he designed. He ~onllnis
sioned the SaIne negociators, to claim from the 
cavalry their acceptance of Meleager anlong 
thenl as third general. This ~vas obtained with
out difficulty; for Perdiccas ,vas desirous to re
Dlove Mel~age~ from the king? and he consi~ 
dered that one could not cope with two. 

l\'1eIeag'er, in consequ~nce, leading out the 
phalanx, ,vas met by ~erdiccas conducting the 
llorse. The columns, after mutual salutation, 
unite, permanently established, as they suppose, 
in harnl0ny and tranquillitr~ ,.' 

C II A P. IX. 

Perdiccas circu'lllt'ents jJ;feleag~r.. 

2S. BUT the fates ,vere no\v scattering on 
the l\Iacedonian nation civil ,vars. The crown, 
'which \vill not endure partners, is sought by 
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many competitors. First, the leaders concen
trated their forces, then distributed thein. As 
they had loaded the trunk with mOre than it 
could support, the limbs began to decay; and 
that, empire ,vhich under one sovereign might 
have subsisted, under the grasp of ll1any falls 
to ruin. 

It is therefore with due gratitude, that the 
Rotuan people ascribe' their salvation to their 
prince:l«; who, on the night ·which ,ve had 
nearly dated as our last, shone on us a new· 
star. Incontestably, the rising of this sun re
stored light to the shado\ved ,vorld, ,vhen the 
divided members of the- state ,vere trembling 
,vithout a head. How nlany fire-brands did he 
extingui~h! hOlY many swords, sheath! what 
a tempest dissipate, by ,interposed serenity! 
Hence the reInvigorated - empire flourishes. 
l\Iay envy never touch hin}; may he live 
through the age; be his house established, his 
line perpetual! 

'To proceed in the order from \vhich a COll

telnplation on our public happiness diverted 
111e :-Perdiccas reposed all his hope of personal 
5afety in the death ofl\1eleager: this man, giddy 
at once and perfidious, always Ineditating sud .. 
den changes, and paratnountly hostile to hill1

• Claudius probahly. See the Preface. 
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self, it ,vas his purpose to arrest. Thi'5 purpose' 
Perdiccas buried in the depth of dissimulation, 
that he nlight surp1'lse hiln unguarded. Among 
the forces under his command, he suborned in
tlividuaIs, ,vho openly cOll1plained, as ,vithout 
11is knowledge, that l\1eleager ,vas made equal 
to Perdiccas. ' 

. On a report of tlleir discourse, 1\feleager, 
agitated \vith rage, comlllunicated to Perdiccas' 
'\vhat he had heard. As alartned by an unex~ 
pected circumstance; the latter began to expresS' 
wonder and sorrow, assuming the aspect of a 
person hurt. He" ultinlately consented, that the 
authors of such seditious expressions should be' 
apprehended. ~fe1eager than ked Perdiccas, and 
embracing him; extolled his fidelity and genero.;; 
slty to\vai'cl hin1self~ Then they concerted mea..: 
sures for crushing the guilty: it "fas agreed td 

purify the army in the national manner ~' and 
the recent division ,vas- made' the o'st~nsible' 

cause. . 
24. The kings of Macedon were accuston1ed 

thus to purify the. tro'ops. At the extremities 
. of the field i11,t6 ,vhich the army was to be led; 

the' inwards of a bitch, cut in two, iv.ere de
posited' by· .each party. -·,In the intermediate' 
space ranged all the forces, the cavalry on one' 
side, the phalanx on the other. 

On the day appointed for this ceren10ny, the 
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king, \vith the horse and e1ephants;'llad posted 
hill1self opposite the foot, ,vhich ,vas command
ed by l\1eleager. The cavalry no,v began to 
move: the phalanx under sudden terror on ac
count of the late sedition t anticipating some 
procedure not purely friendly, deliberated a rno
Ulent whether they should withdraw into the 
city, inasmuch as the plain ,vas favourable to 
the horse. Ashalned, ho\vever, lightly to iln" 
peach the fidelity of their fellow-soldiers" they 
remained, ,vith 111inds prepared for conflict" it 
attacked. 

The approaching lines ,vete divided but by 
n snlall interval; when the king, at the head 
of one of the wings, rode up to the foot; de. 
nlanding for execution, by Perdiccas; advicej 
the principals of the sedition, WhOll1 he ought 
to have protected; and he threatened to fall 
upon the refractory ,vith his squadrons and ele
phants. The infantry ,vere confounded by the 
unforeseen evil; nor in lVleleager hiIl1self pre
vailed superior courage or counsel: they deem
ed it safer rather to a,vait their lot than provoke 
-it. Then Perdiccas, seeing them torpid and 
stooping to the lash, drew out about three hun
dred, who had follo\ved Meleager sallying from 
the first assembly held after Alexander's death, 
and cast thell1 to the elephants in the sight of 
the army. The ponderous beasts trod them to 
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death; arid Philip neither forbade nor authd..; 
rized the scene, watching to challenge that pro
cedure only for his own, ,vhich the event should 
justify. . 

To the lVIacedonialls this ,vas the presage 
and source of civil wars. l\feleager; too late 
comprehending the artifice of Perdiccas, re
mained quiet with the phalanx, as no violence 
,vas then offered to his person~' Afterwards, 
despairing of safety, \vhen he perceived his ene
'D1ies pervert to his ruin the name of that prince 
,vhom he hilnself had made king, he took re
fuge in a telnple, \vhere,he was slainJ unsheltered 
by the sallcti ty of the place. 

C HAP. x. 

Division of the empire under the supremacy if 
Aridceus. Ale:l'ander's corse embalmed. Ru. 
1JlOl1:r noticed, that Ale.1}ander had been poison
ed. His remains finally deposited at A lex
andt'ia, 

25. PERDICCAS, having conducted the army 
into the city, ,held a, council with the purpled 
leaders, [Leonnatus, AristolluS, Ptolemy,. Lysi-. 
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machus, Pithon, Seleucus, Eumenes, N earc.hus]. 
It was voted, that the empire should be divided, 
but that Philip Aridreus should retain the supre
macy :-Pt0~py obtained the viceroyalty of 
Egypt, and of all the African nations under Ma
cedonian jurisdiction: Syria, with Phrellicia, 
'was assigned to Laomedon: Cilicia, to Philotas : 
they confirnled Antigonus in the government of 
the Greater Phrygia, with Lycia and Pamphy
lia: Cassander ,vas sent into Caria: Menander, 

'~~At!.'• ..".. 

into Lydia: the Lesser Phrygia, ~djoining the 
Hellespont, ,vas accepted by.'Leonnatus: Cap
padocia and Paphlagonia~ fell, in this partition, 
to Eumenes, who was enjoined to guard the 
borders as far as Trapezus, and to make ,var on 
Ariarathes, ,vho, alon~, refused the imperial 
yoke: [the Nine confirmed Peucestas in the 
satrapy of Persis. Craterus ,vas associated to 
Antipater in the administration of Greece and 
l\1acedon:] Pithon was appointed to Media: 
Lys~achus ·received Thrace, with the contigu
ous Pontic tribes: the vicegerents presiding 
over India, Bactriana, Sogdiana, and the coasts 
of the Erythrrean, were established in their do
minions ,vith' the ~ccustomed limitations * :
Perdiccas stipulated to remain "rith Philp Ari
ureus, and to command the fo~ces which fol

• The names ofthese governors might be coUected from the preced
ing History: but,the reader will find them with less trouble in the 

Synopsis oftht: division ofAlexander's empire, subjoined, TAB;LE IC. 
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lowed the sovereign. I t has been believed by, 
some, that the provinces were thus distributed 
by the will of Alexander: but \ve discover this 
l'eport, though transmitted by several authors, 
to be unfounded *. 

, Each lieutenant was intent to grasp his es
tate in the apportioned empire: all Inight have 
established their power, could moderation have 
controlled ambition: recently the king's ser
vants, they had now, under colour of upholding 
the authority of another; possessed themselves 
of large kingdoms: causes of war seemed' re
mov:ed, as they were commanders of one nation, 
and the bounds of their jurisdiction defined. 
But it was difficult to be content with what 

. fortune had presented; for the first boons are 
despised, when greater are expected. All 
thought to augment their donlinions more ex
peditiously than they acquired them. 

26. Seven days Alexander's remains were 
lying trestled on a bier; the cares of the nobles 
diverted from his obsequies to the constitution 
of a government. No climate is more .sultry 
~han that of 1Vlesopotamia; in its zenith, the es
tival sun kills the greater part of animals, not 
under shelter: so intensely torrid is the air, 

tit According to Diodorus, lib. xx. 81, Alexander had deposited 
ill the city of Rhodes a testament by which he disposed of his whole 
dominion: . but ir'such a document had existed, those interested in 

suppr~s~~g it, took c~re t~at. it should .not appea.r. 
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'that every thing is scorched as by' a fire: uri
failing springs are so rare, .that the inhabitants 
,draw from them by stea~th; and conceal them 
by artifice from: strangers. . When, at length, 
Alexander's friends had leisure' to attend' the 
corse, they perceived- no sylnptom of corrup'" 
tion: the vivid hue of life had not left it. The 
Egyptians aild:Chaldreans, appointed to embalnl 
it, durst not, at' first, operate on a body appea~.. 
ing to breathe. Afterwards, entreating that it 
might be lawful for mottal, hands to touch his 
relicks, they proceeded to purify them: costly 
aromatics filled the coffin of gold, and the en~ 
sign 0'/· 1najesty was placed on tJle head of the 
enlbalmed. 
" Most persons believed Alexander to hav~ 
died from poison *, and that one of the attend ... 
ants of his table, J olIas, a son of Antipater, ad
ministered it, by his father's order. I t is cer
tain, that Alexander ,had ,been frequently heard 
to ,say: " Antipater aspires after royalty: he is 
" too powerful for a' lieutenant: infla~ed with 
" that ascrip.tive~; The Spal'"tan victory, he chal
" lenges, as his' due, all the honours which I 
"bestow." It ,vas surmised too, that the nlis ... 

.. Arrian, after mentioning this, and c0t:I'espondent reports, ob
serves: " These I have recorded, rather that I might appear not to 
" be ignorant that they were then cir~ulated, than that I deem them 
" worthy of credit." Plutarch asserts, that the tale of the poisoned 
cup was not heard of till some years afterwards, when Olympia» 
wished to render the family of Antipater odious. 

FF2 
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sion of Craterus, when he conducted home the 
band of, veterans, ,vas to take off Antipater. 
Such is the viru~ of a poison made up in Mace .. 
don, that it dissolves iron, and can be contained 
only in a vessel formed of a beast's hoo£ The 
source of the pestiferous ve_nom is the Arcadian 
Styx. Cassander brought some of this water, 
and delivered it to Jollas, who infused it into 
the king's last cup. Ho,vever these reports ori
ginated, they ,vere soon stifled by.the power of 
those whom their' prevalence arraigned. For 
Antipater seized the kingrl:om of Macedon and 
the government of Greece; his' sorr succeeded 
to his po,ver, and slaughtered those who, by 
consangui!1ity, however rel~ote, ',vere allied to 
Alexander. [Intercepti,ng t11e funeral proces
sion travelling, after a delay of two years, from 
Babylon to 'Ham,mon,] Ptolemy, to whOln Egypt 
had devolved, conveyed Alexander's body to 
Memphis, and thence, subsequently, to Alexan
dria, ,vhere [was erected to the founder of the 
city, a magnificen~ ten1ple, surrounded by a 
grove for the celebration of military games and 
sacrifices, and where] all heroic honour is conti
nued to his Ine1110ry and name. ' 

THE END OF QUINTUS CURTIUS. 



SYNOPSIS 

OF THE 

,DIVISION OF THE EMPIRE OF ALEXANDER. 

]n t(I\\lo Zlpbab£tfcal t([abl£~ ; 

TilE FIRST ARRANGED :BY THE NAMES OF 

HIS RELATIVES AND OFFICERS; 

TIlE SECOND, OF 

THE PROVINCES: 

Illustrated by a 


CONCISE NARRATIVE VP TO T~E BATTLE OF IPSUS.* 


• 

TA~LE I. 

Thefirst Partition is implied, 'lIJ"eTl no other is indicated. 

ALEXANDER .iEGUS, posthumous son of Alexande~ by 

Roxana, was proclaimed l~gitimate co-heir with Philip Ari

dreus. In his thirteenth year ~ and six years after the death of 

Aridreus, it was stipulated in a treaty between Antigonus and 


. Demetrius with Ptolemy, Cassander, and Lysimachus, that Cas

sander should deliver up to the young prince the throne of 


,. The Tables are translations from the learned Collation of Au
thorities by Freinshemius, corrected and enlarged: the Narrative is 
founded on ancient authorities, and the luminous result of modern 
researches, particularly Gillies' History of the World, chapters 

. ii.-vii. 
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Macedon, at the expiration of his minority. The execrable 
qassander soon afterwards secretly murdered Alexander }Egus 
and his mother Roxana, by the agency of Glaucias, keeper of 
the citadel of Amphipolis, in which they were confined. 

A.MP~IMACHUS, lin the secpnd pm'tilion, succeeded Arce
silans, lieutenant over Mesopotamia. ' 

AMYNTAS (one of the satraps designated in Curtius, 
book x. chap. x. 25, by the names or situ~tioll of their pro
vinces) was continu~d in !he government of Sogdiana and 

Hither Bactriana~ 
ANTIGENES, commauder of the Argyraspides, in tile se

cond division by Antipater, obtai~ed a nomination to !he sa
trapy of Susiana, which was renewed by Polysperchon. 

ANTIGONUS, r~m?tely allied to the royal house of Mace
don, was confirmed in vicereg~l dominion over Lycia, Pa~
phylia, and the Greater Phrygia, with Lycaonia.-See his sub
sequent imperial greatness and' fall in the l\lar.rativc. 

ANTIPATER was associated with Craterus in the adminis
tration of Gr~ece and Macedon; ofwhich, on Craterus' death, 
he resumed the entire dominion. 8'oon after the fall of Per
dicc~s, he was elected by the controlling arII)y protector of 
the empire, which he settled anew. 

ARCESILAUS acquired the viceroyalty of :Mesopotamia. 
ARCHON, tbe Pellrean, was satrap of Babylonia. 
ARIDlEYS, son of Philip, and king after Alexander.-See 

PHI:):.IP ARIDlEUS! ' , 

ARIDlEUS, the gen~ral, who conduct~d Alexander's re
mains to Egypt; after Perdiccas' death, sometim~. joint

protector ~itl~ rithon; in t~le se~ond qivisi9!l of the empire, 
received from Antipater Hellespontian Phrygia .. 

ARISTONUS, a learler of the companions and a gllm'd of 
the p1"esenc~, assisted the counsels of Perdiccas, and afterwards 

attended Antipater to Europe. 
"ASANDER, whose relations, as lieutenant of Caria-alter

nately pacific and hostile toward other satraps-show him to 

http:PHI:):.IP
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ltave been a devoted adherent to Antipater's house, was pro
bably sub-governor and afterwards viceroy under Cassander. 
-See the NatTative, section 10, note. 

ASCLEPIODORUS,. on the third'partition by Antigonus, 
succeeded Peucestas as governor of Persis. 

ATROPATES, a :Median not;.leman, who had a daughter 
married to Perdiccas, had been made governor of his nal. 
tive country by Alexander. When at length Pithon obtained 
a sufficient detachment to take possession of the q-reater Me~ 
dia, Atropates, by permission of the Macedonians, reserved the 
northern district, which he afterwards maintained in defi~nce 

of them, and transmitted to his descendants. From him the 

dissevered province acquired the name of Atropatena. 
BLITER, an the thi1'd pa'l'tition, obtained Mesopotamia. 
CASSANDER was sent into Caria. At tlle second partition, 

bis father Antipater set him over the equestrian companions. 
He died possessed of the kingdom (If Macedon. 

CLEOMENES, who under Alexander had been superintend
ant of the building of Alexandria, and treasurer of,the reve
nues of Egypt and Africa Proper, was associated to Ptolemy 
as second governor. of Egypt. ' 

CLEOPATRA, Alexand~r's full-sister~ widow of,· Alexander 
of.Epirus; courted, after Alexander's death, successively by 
"ambitious generals who had derided her licentious character; 

was assassin(\ted by the contrivance of Antigonus when on the 
point of marriage with Ptolemy. 

CLITUS, a conspi~uous ~aval commander, at tne second 
pm'lilion, obtained Lydia from Antipater. 

CRATERUS, of Orestis, while marching to supersede Anti· 
pater, received an appointm~nt t9 be joint-viceroy of Macedon» 

~nd gllardian ~f Ar~drells' hereditary kingdom~ 
CYNN~; qaught~r of Philip by an Illyrian woman, and wi. . 

dow of/Amyntas, an unfortun~te competitor with Alexander 
for the crown; in the ~rmy, wllich she followed to Asia, ad

mire~ as a heroine; was assassinated by Perdiccas the regent. 
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EVAGORAS, after the third pm'tiMon, administered the 
viceroyalty of Persis, perhaps as deputy to Asclepiodorus. 

EUDAMUS was joint-superintendant of the. Indian provin
ces, with Pithon.the son of Agenor. / , 

EUMENES, of Cardia, was appointed to subdue and govern 
the united satrapy of Cappadocia and Paphlagonia.-See his 
subsequent acquisitions 'in the Narrative. 

EURIDICE, grand-daugbter of Per dice as III. Philip's eldest 
brother, was married to Philip Aridreus. She was the daugh
ter of Amyntas and Cynna . 

.HERCULES, son of A-l~xander by Barsine, wi~ow of Me)~
non, mor~ than four years old wh~n Alexander died l -. was set 
aside on account of his illegitimacy. On the, death of Alex
ander lEgus, about thirte~ll years aftenvards, he sailed from 
Pergamus into the Peloponlles~s, to join Polysperchon, who 
~nvited him to claim the vacant throne. When the opposing 
forces were ready to engage on the borders of Macedon,. Po
lysperchon, influenceeJ by. the bribes ~nd promises of Cassan
der, murdered Hercules. 

LAOMEDON, of Mitylene, received the governm~nt of Sy

. ria with Ph!Enicia. . Although confirmed by Antipater, he was 
expelled by Ptolemy. 

LEONNATUS, of PelJa, remotely descended from the royal 
hou~e of Macedon, obtained Hellespontian Phrygia. 

LYSIl\IACHUS, of Pella, had assigneu to him, Tluace an~ 
the bordering Pontic tribes. 

l\IELEAGER, son of Neoptolemus, was slain before t~l~ 

first division of the ~mpire. . 
MENANDER resumed the dominion of Lydia. 

NEARCHUS, of Crete, the celebrated navigator, governed 

Lycia and Pamphylia, not by the appointment of the parti~s 
voting the first partition, but as the lieutenant of Antigol1us. 

NEOPTOLEMUS was nominated satrap of Armenia. 

Orontes is known to have held that dignity; whether in op
position to Neoptolemus, or as his successor, is uncertain. 
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NICANOR, in Antipatf.'r's division, was substituted for 

Eumenes, over Cappadocia: but the power of Eumenes annul

led the appointment. Nicanor, 'a(terwards, under Antigonus, 

succeeded Hippastratus in the command of ~Macedonian force 

in Media, to control Orontobates. 

NICATOR, ti,e victor, a surname of SELE"Qcns. 

OLYMPIAS, after a career of intrigue and hideous., crime. 
pIet a tragic death.-See the Nan'alive, sect. 18. 

ORONTES, after Neoptolemus was killed in battIe, go
verned in Armenia. 

ORONTOBATES, a Mede, at ti,e third partition, was 

,raised, by Antigonus, to the government of his native province, 

controlled by a Macedonian army under Hippastratus. 

O~ARTES, father-in-law to Alexander, governed the Para

pamisadre with Ulterior Bactriana. 

PERDICCAS, of Orestis, allied by remote descent to the 

royal house of Macedon, exercised paramount sovereignty ill 
the name of Philip Aridreus, and afterwards of the kings, and 

was commander-in-chief of the imperial army. He was leader 

of the companions, and seems to have held the satrapy of Su

,siana by a lieutenant. 

PEUCESTAS was confirmed in the government of Persis. 

, PHILIP ARIDlEUS, half-brother of Alexander, was elected 

~ing, but deemed incompetent to govern without -a protector. 

His power, was strengthened by a marriage with Euridice. 

His titular sovereignty was divided with Alexander 1E~us. 
-See his catastrophe in the Na1"'rative, sect. IS: 

PHILIP, the general, in the second pa'l'tition, received 

Parthia. 

PHILOTAS obtained Cilicia. 
PHILOXENUS, on tlle second dh!ision, succe,eded Pl1ilotas, 

who appears to have fallen, in hostilities with Eumenes. 

PHRATAPH.ERNES held the dominion of Hyrcania, with 
the districts of the Tapuri and the Mardi. 

PITHON, son of Agenor.-See PYTHON. 
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PITHON, son of Crateas, was nominated to the viceroyalty 
-of Media. 

POLYSPERCHON acted in Macedon as the lieutenant of 
Craterus and Antipater; nominated by the latter to succeed 
bim as protector of the kings, he gradually sunk from unme
rited power into obscurity. 

PORUS, one of the Indian kings, retained his enlarged 
territories. , 

PTOLEMY, reputed son of Philip, received Egypt and its 
African dependencies, with part of Arabia. 

I)YTHON, son of Agenor, seems to have presided over the 
tract between Arachosia and the Indus. In co~junction w,itb 
Eudamus, he superintended ~he Indian colonies and satraps. 

SELEUCUS bad been placed, by Perdiccas as his lieutenant, 
over the equestrian companions. In the second partition, be 
was constituted, by Antipater, satrap of Babylonia, and general 
of the companions. He was surnamed NICATOR, and founded 
the Greek dyuasty in Upper Asia.-S~e, in the Narrative, his 
acquisitions up to the battle of Ipsus; and see Ariana, in the 
second Table. 

SIBYRTIUS retained the provinces of Arachosia and Gc
drosia. 

STASANDER, of Cyprus, in the second division, obtained 
Ari~ and Drangiana. 

STASANOR, of Soli in Cyprus, in lieu of the provinces trans
ferred to Stasander, received, on the new settlement by Anti

pater, Sogdiana and Hither Bactriana. 
TAXILES retained his sovereignty in India. 
THESSALONICA, half-sister of Alexander, taken prisoner, 

seven years after his death, at the reduction of Pydna by Cas
sander, was compelled to intermarry with the subverter of her 
llOuse. One and twenty years after this marriage, Cassander 
baving died, and llis eldest son Philip, and Antipater and Alex
ander disputing the succession, she abetted the cause of the 
youngest. Amidst rapid reverses, in a moment of victory, the 
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abominable Antipater shocked the Mac~donians, babituated 
to spectacles of blood, by refusing life to his mother, who 
conjured him, to spare her, by the breasts which had 
nourished him. The last of Alexander's relatives-if we ex
clude Ptolemy, and some collaterals of the maternal line sur
viving, it might be, in Epirus-thus perished Thessalonica. 

TLEPOLEMUS bad ratified to him the satrapy of Car
mania: 

TABLE II. 

Tlteflrst Partition is implied, rohen no other is indicated. 

ADIABENE, including the district of Arbela, obeyed the 
satrap of Mesopotamia. 

TllC African dependencies, including Marmarica, Cyrene 
"and Lybia, or Africa Proper, over- some of which the Mace
donian jurisdiction was nominal, devolved, with Egypt, to 

".Ptolemy. 
Agria was committed to Antipater and his colleague, ai 

an appendage to Macedon. 
Arabia,_ contiguous to Egypt, as far as it had been sub

"dued, was consigned to ptolemy. Arabia, bordering on Chal

~d~a, AFTER THE FOURTH PARTITION, was awed by the 

arms of Seleucus. 
Arachosia continued under Sibyrtius. 
Aria was committed successively to Stasanor and Sta

sander • 
...Ariana; a region comprehending Media, Persis, Parthia, 

~y'rcania, Margiana, Sogdiana, Bactriana, Aria, Arachosia, 
'Drangiana, Gedrosia, and Carmania; came ultimately un
der the supremacy of -Sclcucus, with Assyria, Asia l\linor, 
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and the Indian satrapies. The era of the extinction of the 
Greek empire under the Selucidre is marked in the Narrativt, 
sect. 30. 

Armenia, it appears, was successively governed by Neop
tolemus and Grontes. 

Asia Minor, SUBSEQUENTLY TO THE FOURTH DIVI

SION, was adde~ to tbe empire of Seleucus, already estab
lished over Assyria and Ariana. 

Assyria; comprehending Armenia, Mesopotamia, Adia
bene, Susiana, Chaldrea, and Syria, was, IN THE FOURTH 

PARTITION, with the exception of Ccele-Syria and Palestine, 
guaranteed by Ptolemy, Cassander;t and Lysimachus, to Seleu

eus, who then held as well Ariana. 
Babylonia was assigned successively to Archon and Se· 

leucus. 
Bactriana (Hither), on the removal of Amyntas, passed 

to Stasanor. 
Bactriana (Ulterior) obeyed Oxartes. 
Cappadocia was decreed to Eumenes. 

Caria devolved as a viceroyalty from Ca~sander to Asander. 

Carmania remained under Tl,epolemus. 
Cilic;" was committed to Philoxenus, as the successor of 

Philotas. 
Drangiana, with Aria, was transferred from Stasanor to 

Stasander. 
Egypt, received as a province, ptolemy transmitted to his 

descendants in full sovereignty.-See tbe era of its subjection 

to Rome, Narrative, sect. so. 
Gecb'osia continued under the satrap of Arachosia. 

Greece was disposed of as a dependency of Macedon. 
Greek empire in Asia.-See Ariana. 
Ifyrcania was confirmed to Phrataphernes. 
The Indian feudatory kingdoms remained under Taxiles, 

Porus, and the son ofAbisares: the Macedonian colonies were 

superintended by Eudamus and Python. 
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lsaura revolted, with the adjoining district, Laranda, when 

the Pisidians slew Balacrus. 

Lycaonia was added to the satrapies of AntigolluS. 

Lycia formed part of tlle government ofAlltigonus, under 

the sub~lieutenancy of Nearchus. 

Lydia, after Menand~r ,bad fallen, was committed· to 

Clitus. 

Macedo~ under the Ilominal supremacy of Philip Aridreus 

and Alexander .iEgus, was governed by Cmterus and Antipa

ter. Cassander. by the procedure related in the lYal'rative, 
sect. 16, et seq. acqnired the dominion of Macedon. The era 

.of the -extinction of Macedon, as a' kingdom. is specified in 

the Narrative, sect. 30. 

The whole of Media continued nnder the sovereignty of 

Atropates, till the nomination of PitlIon, son of Crateas,_ill 
part, took effect. 

Mesopotamia successively fell to Arcesilaus, Amphimachus, 

and Bliter. 

Palestine, ultimately dismembered from Syria, obeyed 

Ptolemy. . 
Pamphylia was included in the allotment to Antigonns. 

Papltlagollia followed the varions appropriations of Cap

padocia. 

The Parapamasidte remained su~ject to Oxartes. 

Parlllia appears to have been transferred from Phrata.. 

phernes to Philip. 
Pattala had been cOllfided to Porus. 

Persia, as an empire, embracing Asia Minor. Egypt, As.. 

syri:l~ Ariana, and part of India, formed, with the kingdom 

and dependencies of Macedon, the titular dominions Qf Philip 

Aridams and Alexander lEgus. All that ~ad been conquered 

from Darius, except Egypt and part of Syria, at length fell 

under the sway of Seleucus. The era of the extinction of the 

Greek empire, uuder the Seleucidre, is specified in the J\Tarra

live, sect. 30. 
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Persis remained under Peucestas till he was superseded 
by Asclepiodorus. 

Pluenicia formed part of the satrapy of Syria. 
Pltrygia (the Greater) remained the chief province of An

tigonus. 
Phr.lJgia (tile Less), when Leonnatus had fdllen, was given 

to Aridams, a commander in the phalanx. 
Pisidia, after its first rebellion, affected independence 

under Alcetas. ' 
Sogdiana, on the removal of Amyntas, fell to Stasanor. 
Sllsiana, on Perdiccas' death, was conferred on Antigenes.; 
Syria enjoyed a short tranquillity under Laomedon. 
The Tapzl1'ians. were included in the government of Phra

taphernes. 
Tltrace became an independent kingdom under Lysimacbus., 

-See the era of its extinction, in the Narrative, sect. 30. 

NARRATIV,E SKETCH 

OF 

THE SUCCESSORS OF ALEXANDER. 

Consequences oj tile First Partition. 

1. AFTER the partition of the empire, related in the 11is~ 
tory, Ptolemy, Lysimachus, and Leonnatus, proceeded without 
delay to their satrapies. While Perdiccas was procrastinating 
the investiture of other nominated viceroys: and while rival 
generals were counteracting bis design to govern in the name 
of Arida!us, many depe.qdeucies revolted. 'TIle Greek colo
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Ilists planted in new cities on the north-eastern frontier, par. 
ticipating impatient wishes to return to Greece, assembled for 
that object, and one armed body oftwenty-tl~ree thousand be-' 

. gan their march. In the island 'of Rhodes, the citizens expel
led the Macedonian garrison. The Athenians and Etolians as
serted their independence. The Tluacians prepared to resist 
Lysimachus. The Paphlagonians and Cappadocians, to op-, 
pose Eumenes. The Fisidians, in rebellion, breathed defiance. 
The Bactrians and the Indians manifested an hostile inclina
tion. Syria, however, and Persis, and the proyinces ne~rer 

Babylon, readily transferred' their allegiance to the new 

l·egency. 

2. 'Veil received in ~gypt, Ptolemy cultivated the attach
ment of his subjects, and augmented the provincial fortifica
tions, fleets, and armies. He appropriated eight thousand ta

lents in the treasury at Alexandria, having destroyed Cleo
menes under the pretext that he was a partisan of Perdiccas. 
Cyrene bad been invaded by that Thimbron who slew Harpa
Ius in the island of Crete: but all the places in which he had 
gained footing, with the rest of that kingdom, inyaded by 

Ophellas, Ptolemy's general, became an appendage to Egypt. 

3. Lysimachus, in Thrace, 'soon reduced the vale of He
brus and the level coast of the Ellxille. On the other 'side of 

H:Emus, he, extended his domi?ion to the Danube. The' 
mountaineers, however, under S~uthes, obstructed Hie com

munication between the cultivated districts of Thrace. 

4. After Meleager's death, Leonnatus held for an interval 

the regency with Perdiccas. This share of power he resigned 
for the satrapy of HelleSlpontian Phrygia; by Olympias, ever 
intriguing against Antipater, he was allured to direct his views 

to the sovereignty of Macedon, and keep his forces pr~ared 
to land in Europe. 
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5. Pitbon was long prevented from entering on tbe govern

ment of Media. To cbeck the migrating Greek colonists, Per

diccas draughted, by lot, from the army, three thousand foot, 
and eight hundred horse. The detachment, permitted to choose 
its commander, fixed on Pithon, and the neighbouring pro

vinces were commanded to reinforce bim, witb ten thousand 

infantry, and eight thousand cavalry. Pith on showed a design 

of conciliating the armed Greeks, and enlisting tllem under 

his standard, that be might increase his forces to forty thou

sand, and secure IHedia, with some of the contiguous pro
vinces. Perdiccas, to defeat this project, sent him PUBLIC or

ders: " The safety of the, empire requires a great example; 
" punish the rebellious emigrants, and divide the spoils among 
" the soldiers." Subsequently, in a battle, part of the Greeks 

deserted to Pithon) who defeated the remainder, and granted 
them conditions, stipulating for their return to the alJotted'set
tlements. The treaty was ratified by oaths; regardless of 
which, and the authority of their genera), the Macedonians, 

tempted by a lich booty,- under colour of the orders, from 

Perdiccas, surprised and massacred the confiding Greeks, 

now in the same camp. Pith on, mortified, retired, accor~ing 

to his instructions; transformed by impatient revenge into a se

cret enemy of the regent. 

6. Dnder the Persian dynasty, the Less and the Greater 
Cappadocia had been HER ED1 T ARY satrapies: the latter, 
with its dependency, Paphlagonia, bad, since the era of Smer

dis the l1Inglls, been exempted from tribute, as a remunera

tion to Anaphas, for assisting to destroy that usurper. Aria:' 

rathes, the present vassal king ofCappaoocia, who might readily 

have submitted on the terms which had strengthened his alle

giance to Darius, naturally opposed an appointment which re

quired his own deposition. On iutelligence that Ariarathes had 

levied a strong army" Perdiccas ordered Antigonus and Leon

natus to assist Eumenes ill reducing his province. Antigonus, 
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who had held his satrapies under a commission from Alexall
tlcr~ -disdaining submission to Perdiccas, and unwilling to have 

the able Eumenes for a neighbour; refused to support his pre
tensions. Eumenes then applied to ueonnatus; whose army 
exceeded twenty thousand lllen; In return for a confidcntial 
disclosure by EUmelleSj of his antipathies and views, LCOlllla
tus, who was on the point of leading an cxpedition into Thes
saly, ostensibly to assist Antipater, imparted to Eumenes his 
real design: in consequence of overtures from Cleopatra, he 
intended to marry her at Pella, and, aided by the party of 
Olympias, to mount the throne of Macedon. Repelled by the 
wildness of the project, Eumenes seized an opportunity to 
escape to Perdiccas with his troops, only five hundred men, 

and his treasures, amounting to five thousand talents. 'Vith 

the royal army, the protector then moved to establish Eumenes 
in his satrapy. 'Vith Ariarathes, who had collected thirty 

thousand infantry, and fifteen thousand cavalry, a single battle 
terminated the war; and Eumenes entered Oil his viceroyalty. 

The protector tIH~n marched against the Pisidians, who had 
slain their governor Balacrus: nor was their obstinate resist
ance overcome, until the capital of one revolted district was 
taken, and another destroyed. 

7. :Meanwhile Ptolemy, jealous of P~rdiccas, had been se

cretly negociating witb Antipater, for mutual support. Per
ciccas, whose vigilance detected the transaction, employed his 

brother Alcetas to dtfeat it, by another treaty, ill consequence 
of which he married Nicrea; a daughter of Alltipater. 

8. The decrec, which Alexander had enforced, for the re
adlllis~ion into Grecce of the exiles fi"om thc various states, 
bad gi\"cn equal offence to the Athenians and to the Etolians. 
After hi.5 death, their dissatisfaction, which had lJrooded in 
sullenness, was openly expressed: they were apprehen~iw that 
dominion would be less mildly exercised by Alexander's sm:

VOL. II. GG 
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cessors, whose mutual hostilities seemed to offer Greece an op
portunity to regain independence. Phocio,n perceived, that 
the situation of Greece was not favourable to the attempt. 
But on the motion of Hyperides, the Attic people decreed, 
that their fleet and army should be equipped, and ambassadors 
dispatched to every city of Greece. Demostbenes, in banish
ment, joined some of the deputies, and inveighed against lUa· 
cedonian oppression. 

:Many inferior cities, regardless of the authority of their 
ancient capitals, entered on their own account into a confede
racy with the Athenians. But Thebes was extinct; Sparta re
jected a league, of which Athens was the head; and the 
Achreans and Arcadians feared to engage in distant warfare, 
and trust their territories to the forbearance of Sparta. 

Leosthenes, the Athenian genera], enlisted eight thousand 
disbanded mercenaries returned from Asia. The Athenians 
levied about six thousand domestic troops; and when Leos
thenes, with his army, approached Etolia, seven thousand, the 
fiuest young men of that nation, joined his standard: farther 
his emissaries procured successive reinforcements from the Do
rians, Phocians, and Thessalians. 

To arrest the invasion, Antipater, with only thirteen thou
sand foot, and six hundred horse, advanced into Thessaly: 
having summoned Leonnatus to his aid, and sent messengers 
to accelerate the return of Craterus. Each party aimed to au
ticipate the other in the possession of Thermopylre. The 
Bceotians, apprehensive that a new revolution would compel 
them to relinquish lands acquired on the demolition of Thebes, 

opposed the Athenians on their march: but, 
Oll/11lp. cxiv. 2. reinforced by Leosthenes, who bad already 

B. C. 323. gained the streits, the Athenians vanquished 
and dispersed their unpatriotic adversaries. At 

Thenllopylre, the allied Greeks awaited Alltipater's approach. 
Antipater, struggling to force the pass, met with a severe 

check. Unable to renew the attack, or to regain Macedon, 
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he threw himself into Lamia, a Thessalian fortress. Leosthe
nes, after. endeavours to storm the town, converted the siege 
into a blockade; during which the Etolians obtained permission 
to return home. On this, Antipater made a sally: valiantly re
pulsing him, Leosthenes fell. Antiphilus 'was elected to the va
cant command. 

Leonnatus now landed in Europe with three and twenty 
thousand men, including two thousand five hundred cavalry. 
The Greeks quitted their worl{s at Lamia, and deposited their 
military engines. baggage, and ineffective followers, in neigh
bouring Thessalian castles. 'Vith a well-equipped light force, 
they marched to prevent the junction of Leonnatus with Anti
pater. Notwithstanding the defection of the Etolians, they 
mustered as many men as the enemy, whom in cavalry they 
exceeded by a thousand. A battle took place on the northern 
frontier of Thessaly. Conducted by Menon the Tliessalian, 
the allied horse routed the cavalry led by Leonnatus, who fell 
in the charge: the l\:Iacedonian phalanx in disorder, took re
fuge on the bordering mountains. Antipater joined the van
quished forces, and receded toward Pella, across the ridges 
of Olympus. 

Meanwhile, Clitus, the Macedonian uaval commander in 
the Hellespont, had defeated the Athenian fleet under Eetioll. 

At -length Cratcrus arrived ill Thessaly, with a thousand 
Persian archers, and fifteen hundred cavalry, in addition to the 
ten thousand veterans; and effected a junction with Antipater, 
to whom he resigned the cl!ief command. The united force 
of the rallied Maccdonians amounted to forty thousand heavy
armed, three thousand archers and slingers, and five thousand 
cavalry. Secessions similar to that of the Etoliuns had weak
ened the Greek army. Antiphilus and Menon, 
as long as possible, eluded an engagement. Olymp. cxi,'. 2. 

The l\Iacedonian generals at length forced B. C. 323. 

them into the unequal conflict, between the 
town of Cranon and the mountains of CYllocephalre. Tl~ 

GGZ" 
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Thessalian horse maintained their triumphs; but the Grecian 
infantry, after losing five hundred men, yielded to the shock of 
the Macedonian veterans, and retired to the neighbouring hills, 
where they were joined by the ca\'alry. 

Antipater rcfusing to treat with the defeatcd Greeks in 
conjunction, by easy terms of peace detached the Thessalians 
from the confederacy. Meanwhile, Eetion, the Athenian ad
miral, a second time defeated by elitns, had lost great part of 
one bundred and seventy gallies. 

To prevent Antipater from pursuing his march into Attica, 
the Athenians, till now refractory, sent Phocion, Demades, and 
Xeno~rates, to supplicate, rather than to negociate. The em
bassy met him near the ruins of Thebes. The Athenians 
agreed to new-model their government, to surrender Demos
thenes and, Hyperides, and to receive a Macedonian garrison 
into the fortified harbour Munychia. :Meanwhile, Perdiccas, 
who interfered as regent, had decided for the reinstatement of 
the exiled Samians, the dispute between whom and the Athe
nians had occasioned the war. 

Ten thousand fierce Etolians, blockaded in their hills and 
fastnesses by the lUacedonians whom they had repulsed, were 
ultimately relieved by a peace, granted by Antipater and era
terns, in haste to depart into Asia to support Antigonns 
against Perdiccas. Encouraged by the latter, they aftenvards 
renewed the war. 

9. The marriage of Perdiccas with Antipater's daughter, 
Nicrea, neither pleased Olympias, nor was approved by Eume
nes, Perdiccas' chief friend. Enmenes persuaded him, that an 
alliance with the house of Alexander was essential to bis ele
vation: Cleopatra, Alexander's sister, bad returnerl to Sardis; 
and Perdiccas, in order to marry her, repudiated Nicrea. 

The Macedonian people were desirous to fortify the great
ness of Philip Aridreus by an union with Euridice, lineal de
scendant of the elder brotber of the great Philip. Her ruo
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tller, Cynna, in armour, had often fought in the first lines; and 

EI~ridic~ inherited this martial spirit. Cynna warmly sup

ported her daughter's claim to share the throne. Perdiccas, 

alarmed, contrived the secret murder of Cynna; the suspicion 

-of which so incensed the troops, that, to prevent a mutiny, he 

himself promoted the nuptials of Aridreus and Euridice. 

Perdiccas, having recovered popularity in the camp, and re

lying on the support of the military leaders, Alcctas, Aristonus, 

8eleucns, Pitlton, Eumenes, and of the high.admiral on the 

Syrian coast, Attalus, ventured to summon Antigonus to 

answer for di')obedicnce to the royal mandate in the Cappado

cian war. Antigonus, with his son Demetrius, and confidential 

adherents, escaped to Ephcsus; and thence, in an Atbenian 

vessel, to Macedon; where he exposed to Antipatcr and Cra

terus, Perdiccas' ambitious views, and tyrannical transactions. 

An elllbass~ from I)tolemy seconded the representations of 

Antigonus. Preparatory to an expedition into Phrygia, the 

administration of Macedon was committed to Polysperchon; 

Phila, a daughter of Antipater, was given in marriage to Cra

terus; the confederates signed a treaty, stipulating that Anti. 

gOllUS should haye his dominions restored a~d augmented, and 

that Craterus ~h()uld ~ucc(·cd Perdiccas in the protectorship. 

10. Meanwhi1e Perdiccas had annexed the forfeited satra

pies of Antigonus to the government of Eumenes. 011 the in

vasion from Macedon, he deliberated, in a council ofgenerals, 

whether it were expedient to meet Antipater and Craterus 

with the uudivided controlling ~mlly, or, leaving a force suffi

cient to repel them, to march in person against Ptolemy. 

The latter course was adop1ed. 

Arrived ill S)Tia, he summoned the satrap of Egypt, to an

swer articles of impeachmcnt, before the royal army. Ptolemy 

appeared, and villdicah'd himself successfully. After his de

parture, the unsteady multitude revived the impeachment, with 

the additional article, that he had arrested the funeral convoy 
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of Alexander, and interred his remains at Alexandria, in op
position to the dying conqueror's solemn injunction. 

Perdiccas advanced flom Syria against Pelusium, attended 

by the fleet und~r Atta]us. After elaborate apl)roaches, from 
desrerate assaults on Pelusium, and a fortress called the camcls

wall, he succei;sively retired foiled. He then made judicious 

arrangements for clossing the Nile at Memphis. Flanked 

, above by elephants to break the force of the stream, and below 

by cavalry to pick up stragglers who might lose their footing, 

a division eflected their passage. A suddell increase of depth, 
in the bed of the river, or the volume of water, prevented the • 

rest of the army from following. Of those who attempted to 

s" illl back, two thousand were lost. Ptolemy treated the pri
soners as his brethren, and buried the slain with honourable 

rite&. In the moment of disaster and dissatis
OI!Jmp. cxiv. 3. faction, Pithon, in the royal camp, headed a 

B. C. 3~2. conspiracy agaiust PerJiccas. Surprised at 
night, the pavilion was entered by assassins~ 

and the protector fell. Attalus now sailed from Pelusium 

"ith a view to wrest Caria from Cassunder'\ Intercepted by 

the naval forces of Rhodes, and defeated in a sea-fight, the 

remnant of 11is fleet in inactivity mouldered away. 

11. An1ipater and Craterus had antecedently crossed the 

HCUl'spont into' Phr~gia, unnlolested in their debarkation. 

ElUllules "as not cordially supportt:d even by Alcetas, brother 

~ Perdiccas assigned Carin to CASSANDER, according to Curtius, 

Diod(llll;;, Justin, Ormills, Arriun, lib. 1. in jJ/lOt.; to ASANDEr., 

accordttlg to lJt'J,ljlPUS, (Iud An'ian, lib. 9. The satrap of Caria, 

",hutner was his name, now the ally, and uow the enemy, of Anti

gOIlUS, IS Idel1tlfied ill interest with Antipater and his son. As the 

history proceeds, hU\\ ever, he may be <listillgui~hed fi·om Cassander; 

and the compiler supposes, that Asander was lieutenant to Cas

sander as the viceroy of Caria, and became viceroy of Caria when 

Cassander acquired the throne of Macedon. 
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of Perdiccas: other officers were equally dissatisfied with his 
appointment as supreme commander ill Lesser Asia: Neopto
lemus conspired against his life, and, when detected, defied 
11im in the field: totally defeated by him, he escaped to Anti
pater's camp with three llUudred horse. Induced by the state
ment of Neoptolemus to divide their forces, Craterus marched 
to depose Eumenes, and Antipater toward the CiIiciall passes 
to support Ptolemy. 

As Craterus was popular with the army, Eumenes sought 
to bring his lUacedonians into action before they should learn 
that the enemy was Craterus. He reported, that Neoptolemus, 
at the head of some ill-accoutred Barbarians, was again in 
arms, and ordered that no messenger should be received from 
the rebel. 

Eumenes' cavalry, six thousand, exceeded in nearly a tre
ble proportion that of Craterus. The infantry on each side, 
was twenty thousand. The inferiority of Eumenes' troops con
sisted in a numerOl~S mixture of Asiatics. He opposed his 
Asiatic horse to the enmny's right wing commanded by Cra
terus; and with a select band of three hun
dred cavalry, prepared to combat Neoptole- Ol!jmp. cxiv. 2. 

mus in person. As the enemy descended from B. C. 3Z~. 
a bill near the Troad, the l>aphlagonian ca
,'aIry, whom Eumenes had ordered neither to hear parley nor 
give quarter, rusllt~d forward to the conflict. Craterns, fight
ing valiantly, was at length dismounted and trampled in the 
route. A few of his cavalry escaped to the protection of the 
phalanx. In the other wing, Eumcnes and Neoptolcmus, en
countering with fierce animosity, were both dismounted in the 
shock. The latter first regained his feet: but the former, 
while down, by a desperate stroke, hamstrung his adversary. 
Supporteu on his knee, Neoptolcmus fought on till, in the act 
of returning a severe, for a mortal, wound, he expired. Eu
menes, hastening to his left-wing, testified to the dying Cra
terns, his regret that he had been obliged to treat him as an 
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enemy. The adverse phalanx, surrounded, obtained pennis-:

sion to disperse to the neighbouring hills for supplies: at night 

they dishonourably marched to join Antipater. Eumenes, who 

now controlled great part of Asia Minor, transferred his hcad

(luarters to Celrenre, and dispatched the joyous intelligence of 

l~is victory to Pcrdiccas, who, two days before the arrival of 

the messenger, was no more. 

12. On the death of Perdiccas, Ptolemy, declining the 

office of protector, voted to him by the troops, recommended 

it to be conrerr~d on Pithon, conjointly with Aridreus, th~ 

commander who had conducted Alexander~s funeral p~ocession 

into Egypt. The army ratified this nomination until th~ ar: 

rival of Antipater. 

'Vhile Pcrdiccas held the regency, the turbulent spirit o!, 

Euridice, wife of Philip Aridreus, had been overawed. The in

fluence of the colleagues was inferior to that of Perdiccas: and 

Pithon was personally disagreeable to her, on account of the 

oblique contumely which he had levelled against the prince, in 

the debate respecting a successor to Alexander. Counteracting 

their edicts by open interference~ to which she was emboldeued 

by conscious popularity, Euridice reg~llated the pay and pro

motions of the tmny. At length, th~' regents findin~ thch.' au,,: 

thority annulled by her ascendancy~ in a publ~c assembly re
signed their office. .. 

The soldiers of Alexander were conlln~nrJfd by a woman, 

"'hen Antipater arrived at Trispanulisus in Upper Syria. Eu~ 
ridice opposed the reestablishment ofa regency, maintaining the 

competency of Philip Ariureus to direct the state a~ld army: 

The Argyraspides and soldiers of the phalanx ~spoused her 

cause, and Antipater had nearly fallen a victim to their rage, 

in asserting the power uelcgate.d to him hy the cavalry and of

ficers. Alltigonus and Seleucus, by har<\ngues to the troops on 

" home" and" booty," and other wel,come subjects, gaine~ 
time for hi~ to escape, across a bridge, to the division which 
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~e had brought. Touched soon afterwards with compl~l1ctipn, 

the army recalled him to the supreme command. 

Second Partition of ti,e Empire. 

13. ANTIPATER made a new settlement of the empire. 
He renewed the declaration, that Alexander 
lEgus was co-heir with Philip Aridreus. En 01!Jmp. cxiv. 3. 

menes, satrap of Cappadocia, was proscribed, B. C. 322. 

and Nicanor appointed to succeed him. Me
nander and Philotas, governors of Lydia and Cilicia, had 

fallen, it is to be inferred, in hostilities with Eumenes: Clitus 

and PlJilox~llUS w.ere substituted for them. The satrapy of 

Babylonia was given to Seleucus, and that of Susifma to Anti
genes. Pithon )"ccejved a ~Ictachll1ent to take possession of 

l\Iedia, which Atropates, ~ mltive, forcibly detained. Arida~usJ 
the general, obtained Hell~sponti~n phrygia. As Alltipater 
intended to r~side in Macedon, and thence to issue his edicts 

in the name of the kings, be constituted Antigonus general of 

the empire in Asia, committing to bim a great proportion o~ 
til(' royal army, and directed him to punish the proscribed sa

traps. lIe made Cassallder general of the companions, the 

second post in the army. 

MUllY otnce!s of distinction, dissatisfied with the new ap

portif?l1lncnt of power, joined Alcetas and AttaIns, who I~ad 

established themselves in the strong.llOlds of Pisidia. l\fean
while, Alcctas and Attalus r~jected overtures from Eumenes, to 

plal{C a ~omlllon cause with him. 

14. Antigollus delayed to attack Lumenes, that, in the ab

sence of Antipater, he might reap exclusively the advantages 
of success. Cassander reported to his father his suspicion. 

that Antigonus had ambitious designs. 'Vith coufidence 

slightly shaken, Alltipater continued him i~ his command, but 
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required that part of their armies should be exchanged, and 
then, carrying with himself the persons of the kings, and an 
army comprising seventy elephants, crossed the Hellespont. 

Antigonus immediately took the field against Eumenes. A 
battle followed; Apollonides, who had been corrupted, de
serted with the Paphlagonian horse, and the Cappadocian army 
was defeated with great slaughter. Antigonus continued the 
pursuit to an unusual distance; while Eumenes by a secret path 
returned, and burnt on two large pyres the bodies of his slain. 
Having lost eight thousand men, he was disabled from again 
facing Antigonus: but, acquainted with the intricate avenues 
of Taurus, he occasionaI,ly harrassed bi~ pursuers. Finding 
his troops too few for combat, and too numerous for flight, 
lIe Jisbanded the majority, fixing a rendezvous for them to re
join his standard, should a favourable crisis OCCHr. 'Vith six 
hundred horse unalterably devoted to him, he threw himself 
'into the impregnable fortress of Nora: exceedingly steep at 
the sides, and two furlongs in circuit, this place produced corn, 
wood, and water. At an interview under the security of hos
tages, in answer to overtures fro111 Al1tigonus, Eumenes de
clared, that he would never acknowledge a superior except in 

tIle £'unily of Alexander. 
Antigonus left Nora blockaded, and by a rapid march sur

}uised the Pisidians before they could occupy the passes. The 
Pisidian Macedonian leaders were defeated. Attalus and Do
cimus, with Lao.medon, a fugitive from his satrapy of Syria, 
were taken prisoners; and Alcetas eluded the vindictive pur
5uit of Antigonus by suicide. 

15. Meanwhile Ptolemy conquered Syria, and Antipater 
died. Cassander, having sdon quitted his Ull

Ol!Jmp. cxv. Q. easy station as second in command in Asia, 
B. C.319. had been employed, during his father's sick

ness, ill the administration of Macedon and 
Greece. Antipater had, however, nominated Polyspercbon to 
be regent of the empire. 
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To counterbalance the troublesome influence of Euridice, 

the new regent refallerl Olympias, from the honourable exile 

in Epirus in which Antipater had placed her. 

16. Cassander, unwilling to be a cipher under Polysper .. 
chon, sent instructions to Nicanor, one of his partisans, to take 
the command of the l\'facedonian garrison, in the Athenian 
harbour Munychia.. While resident on his estates, he com

pleted arrangements for progressive movements in Macedon 

and Greece; then, under the pretext of going. to a hunting

match in Phr)'gia, he crossed the Hellespont. From Alltigo

nus, to whom he applied for aid, he obtained thirty-live war

galJies and six thonsand veterans. 

To undermine Cassander's established interest in Greece; 

Polysperchon published an imperial edict, le
storing in every city the ancient d~mocratic Olymp. ex\'. s. 
form of government, on condition that the in B. c. 318. 

habitants engaged never to bear arlllS against 
the ldngs. He circulated a letter in hi~, own name, exhorting 

the republics to avenge themselves OIl the enemies of their li

berties. By plebeian fury suddenly stimulated and unchained, 

individuals of rank and merit were, ill most of the muuicipa

lities, .plundered, and exiled, or put to death. But, in Athens, 

the nobles maintained the ascendancy, supported by Nicanor, 

commanding in the 1\1uuychia and the Pir~us, the latter of 

which he had recently seized. 

The regent detached his son Alexander against Nicanor, 
with a large Macedonian force, and an armed body compri:,ing I 

numerous exiles from Athens, mixed with inhabit.mts of its rn

ral territory: Himself slowly followed, with Philip Arid~us, 

and the royal guards. In prospect of recapturilJg the hm bours 

from Nicanor, Phocion had advised Alexander uot to rc!',ign 

them to the republic, but to curb the popular lilctioll by vigor

ous garrisons. This counsel tral15piriug, oCLudoncd a rcvolu

~ion in the city ngainst the aristocracy. PoI)spcrcllOn; with 
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"hose dark policy the procedure recommended was not in uni

son, sacrificed Phocion to the Athenian people, who, miscon:

struing the motives of his advice, decreed his execution. 

Four days after llllOcion's death, Cassander debarked his 

veterans in the Pirreus: he maintained this fortress, while Nica

nor defended the Munychia, against the Athenian insurrection 

and Polysper.chon's army of twenty-:-five thousand men and 

sixty-five elephants. The regent, compelled by scarcity of pro

visions to divide his forces, left A)exand~r to besiege the har

bours; proceeded to Arcadia; and, from an unsuccessful at

tack on Megalopolis, returned into :Macedon~ Cassander 

gained the republics in the Peloponnesus. Athens capitula.ted 

to him, retaining its navy and revenue, ~nd the representative 

~ystcm under some modifications. Demetrius Phalereus, his 
friend, was appointed chief magistrate. 

17. Antigonus, meanwhile, tendered to Eumenes an instru-: 

ment, granting his d,emands, provided the besieged satrap 

would swear to muintain amity with himself. Eum~nes intro

duced uniformly b~fore the word" Antigol1us," the names of 

the kings and Olympias; an insertion which the negociators for 
the A~iatic generalissimo, unsuspicious of their mastert~ views~ 

readily admitted. lIe signed tl~e treaty, and, as th~ bI~kade 
was raiseJ, with his liberat~d adherents ganopp~d from Nora~ 

Antigonus disclosing his ambition, bad expelled ~litus, who 

:repaired with his fleet to Polysperchon; had made encroach~ 

ments 011 Hcl!espontian Phrygia; had seized Ephesus, and de~ 
1ainecl fOllr ves~els touching at that harbour, freighted with si~ 

hUlH~red talents for the kings. 

To counteract Antigonns, Polysperchon sent an imperial 

delegation to EumeIles, constituting him sole general of the ar

my in A~ia, and subjectillg to his disposal the treasures in Susa 

and the Ciliciall fortress Kuinda: The Asiatic satraps wer~ Of

uered to join his ~talldard ; amI Polysperchon promised to con

duct an army from Europe, if necessary. 
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Polysperchon had sent Clitus, with a numerous fleet, to 
assist Aridreus, governor of the He}lespontian coast. Cassander, 

with the thirty~five vessels of Antigonus combining sixty-fi\'e 
Athenian gallies, detached Nicanor to cruise 
against Clitus. In the naval battle of Byzan ·OI!Jmp. en. s. 
tium; Nicanor, defeated, had more than half B. C.318. 

his ships taken: the remnant took refuge in 
the port of Cbalcedon. Antigonus, who, on shore with all 
army, had witnessed the disaster i collected by active ageuts, 
during the first hours of the night, the craft and iilerdJantmen 
at Byzantium; e~barked in them chosen light troop"'; and as
sailed, before dawn, the fatigued and unsuspecting victors, 
who had landed at the T~racian coast. Clitus ordered his 
men to fly to their ships: such as put to sea were intercepted 
by Nicauor, whom Antigonus had reinforced with a detach

m~nt acting 8S marines. The regent's fleet was captured, ex
cept the admiral-galley, from which Clitus debarked ill 
Thrace, and was killed by some deserters. 

1 S. On the return of Olympias to Pella, bringing with her 

Alexander iEgus,-Euridice, who ill the intriguing Cass(fmfer 
Jmd a lover as well as a political partisan, sUlllllloned him to 
ber aid in Macedon. Meanwhile, with troops furnished by IICr 
brother JEacidas, king of Epirus, Olympias marched to Evi:l, 

near the lake ~ychnitis, where her rival was enc-amped. By 
insults she prov'oked the high·spirited Euridice to battlC. 

While the hostile lines were forming, she advanced bet" cen 
them: her bold aspect, commanding voice, and graceful ac
tion, the tender childhootl, the auspicious name of Alexander 
JEgus, so affected the, Macedonians, that they 
unanimously deserted the standard of Enri- Olgmp. cxv. 4. 


dice. This unfortunate princess, with Philip 13. C. 317. 


Aridreus, were arrested in their flight toward 

Amphipolis, and thrown into a dungeon. The first successor 

of Alexander, who had reigned six years and four months, af


ter receiving several days monstrous indignities from triumph
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ant malice, was dispatched by Thracian assassins. To the 
fallen que-en, Olympias sent a ctagger, a cord, and a poisoned 
chalice. Euridice, praying that her adversary might herselt 
soon want her abominable gifts-she needed them not-pre
pared her zone, in presence of the messenger, as an instrument 
of death. Before she became her own executioner, she as
~erted l~er superior right to the crown. The implacable Olym
pias caused a hundred nobles, adherents of Cassander, to be 
attainted and slain; she took up and exposed the mouldering 
bones of Jollas, proclaiming that that son of Antipatcr, the 
trusty cup-bearer of Alexander, had poisoned' his royal 
master. 

'Vhile Polysperchon guarded'the south frontier of Mace
don, and tIle Etolians occupied Thermopylre, Olympias com
mitted her army to lieutenants, and, as shudderil~g at her own 
crimes, secluded herself in the fortress of Pydna, with Roxana 
and Alexander .&gus. 

Cassander, having sent against Polysperchon, Callas, an 
able commander, sailed in person to Thessaly, and laid siege 
to ·Pydna. Blockaded by sea and land, Olympias was compel
led by importunate famitie to surrender. She stipulated ouly 
for life. Cassander publicly arraigned h~r: refusing to ap
pear, she was condemned capitally. She disdained flight, or 
distrusted facilities for C5cape allowed her. Her demand for 
a new trial, was answered by a mission of two hundred armed 
me~: the majesty of .her looks disarmed these, but the kins
luen of her victims avenged their blood. She suffered with 
apathy as unfeminine, as the eXultation with which she had 
acted the destroyer. Aristonus shared her fate, as committed 
in her schemes. As yet no catastrophe overtakes the other 
captive personages. Cassamler guarded Roxana and Alexan
der jEgus in the citadel of Amphipolis; retained Deidamia, 
Olympias' niece, as an hostage for the fidelity of the Epirots; 
and married Thessalollica, youngest daughter of Philip, to 
strengthen his ambitious pretensions. 
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He then founded on the ruins of Potdirea the new city Cas

sandria, and rebuilt Thebes. 

19. Eumenes had been joined, on his release from Nora, 

by several thousand provincial troops. lIe proceeded to 

Kuinda, 3l1d, by dispensing a portion of its treasures, raised 

levies in Caria and Pisidia, and drew recruits from Greece 

and Tarentum in Italy. The Argyraspides acknowledged his 

powers. To confirm their reluctant submission, he professed 

to have seen a vision, in which Alexander pointed to an altar; 

round which, should the chiefs deliberate, the departed genius 

promised to direct their councils: Eumenes deposited on the 

golden throne the late king's armonr and regalia; and conse

crated to public use five hundred talents, which he possessed 

as a personal gift from the regent. 

Ptolemy, averse from maintaining the indivisihility of the 

empire, sent a fleet of observation to the Cilician harbour 

, Zephyriul1l, and disturbed the camp of Emnenes by emissa

ries. The seditions raised by th{'~c, and similar incendiaries 

employed by Antigonlls, were ucf('ated by the vigilance of the 

new commander-in-chief. 

Eumenes, having conducted fifterll thousand men into 

Phrenicia, had nearly recovered it fur the kings: but, on the 

approach of Antigonus with four and twenty thousand select 

soldiers, he retired by forced marches to Babylonia. 

Seleuclls, after respectfully receiving an embassy froIU 

'Eumenes, endeavoured to seduce the Argy~aspides from his 

standard; ,ami, by opening an old canal from the Euphrates 

to the Tigri~; inundated hi'i camp; then offered to hilLl a 

truce, and an unobstructed }:-.assage to SU'lianu, while he sent 

messen!!;crs to accelerate the march of Ailtigonus. Eumencs 

now entered Susa; his demalld on the treasury was readily 

ohc) ed IJY the keerer of tlle cit:ldeJ, while, as comman<"!cr-ill

chief, he summoned military aid from the govefuors of l\Iedi~ 

and other provinces ill Ariana. 
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Pithon, not less ambitious than Antigonus, had destro)'cJ 
the satrap of Parthia; but defeated afterwards by the goveri 

nors around, who confederated for their preservation, was now 
a fugitive at the court of Seleucus. Thc allied antagonists of 
Pitlion cordially united with Eumencs:- PCllcestas brought 
thirtecn thousand foot and one thousand horse; Eudamus, one 
of the administrators over India, contributed three thousand 
infantry, five hundred cavalry, and one hundred and twenty 
elephants: there arrived, conducted by difterent satraps in per
son, except Oxartes, from Carmania, Arachosia, Aria, and the 
Parapamisadre, divisions :tl110unting to five thousand foot; and 
about three thousand horse. On the dissevered pinnacles of a 
moulltain, stretching five hundred miles from the Paratatrene 
ridge to the mouth of the Persian gulf, the old Persian go
vernment had established a telegraphic chain of centinels, who 
could orally transmit intclligence, in twenty-four hours, along 
the space of a month's..journey. By their agency; Peucestas 
suddenly called in ten thousand archers. 

Near Babylon, Antigollus suspended his march to colled 
levies. Joined by fifteen hundred cavalry under PitlJon, and by 
a detachment from Seleucus, he proceeded over the Tigris iII
to Susiana; and proclaimed Seleucus governor of that province, 
a') well as of Babylonia. On the dcep and rapid Coprates, 

about five hundred feet broad, he collected 
Ol!J11Ip. 'cxvi. 1. hoats: a considerable part of his army bav-

B. C. 316. ing passed, was preparing for encampment, 
when Eumenes seized the decisive moment to 

surprise bis enemies: four thouiland- surrendered; more than 

that number were killed in flight, or perished in the river. 
Induced by this disaster to defer a general engagcment, Anti
gonus marched hastily into Media; and, annoyed by the Cos
s~ans, lost in the passes a number of men. But he was re
i,nforced by levies raised by Pitiion in the province, and by 
troops brought by Python, administrator of Illdi~. 
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~O. The recorded junction with Eunfenes, o~ the l\Iesopo .. 
bmian contingent under Amphimachus, probably took place 
,,,hile Antigonus' stay in Media left the communication open. 

Dissentiolls in bis army prevented Eumenes from reaping his 

full advantages. He espoused the proposition of Peucestas to 
defend Persis instead of seizing Asia Minor. and thereby of
fended the Argyraspides. 

By the influence of a magnificent entertainment, given to 
the whole army, Peucestas endeavoured to draw its divided 

attachihellt to himself; and, prompted by Sibyrtius, and other 
creatures of his, the fickle soldiers were openly exclaiming, that 

the man who bad saved the life ofAlexander was alone worthy 
to command them ':-'--when Eumenes produced a forged letter 

from Orontes, governor of Armenia, stating the complete esta
blishment of Polyspercbon and the kings, the death of Cassau.. 
der, and the departure of an army from Macedon to coope .. 

rate with the imperial commander in Asia. This news suddenly 
recaned the asscl'ubly to loyalty; and Sibyrtius, accused by 
Eumenes of treason, fled. Holding a precarious supremacy, 
involved ,in perplexing relations, Eumenes rivetted the inte. 
rested fidelity of Alltigonus, Eudamus, and other leaders, by 
borrowing from them large sums, at high interest, in the name 

of the kings. Then, instituting a general banquet, he vied in 
popular liberality with Peucestas. 

While illness; contracted by intemperante at the late festi

vities, fixed him to his couch, he decamped to meet Antigollus 

now advancing to invade Persis. The hostile armies descried 
each other on the frontiers of :Media~ Antigenes and Peuces
tas led Eumenes' van: but the troops called aloud for their 
sick general, who was in the rear ~-the sudden alacrity infused 
by his presence, the skilful dispositions which followed, asto.. 
nished Alltigonus, till he I saw the litter of Eumenes gliding 

briskly along the lines; when he exclaimed, with his usual 

burst of loud laughter: --" See the machine which has pro ... 

VOL. 11. HH 



466 NARRATIVE SKETCH OF 

f' duced these wonderful movements!" Disappointed in sur... 
prising the enemy, he declined an engagement. 

At length the stratagems of the two generals concurred 
to bring on a battle at the foot of the Paratacrene mountains. 

Antigonus had twenty-eight thousand foot, 
Olgmp. cxvi. 1. eight thousand five hundred horse, and sixty-

B. C. 316. five elephants. Eumenes marshalled infantry 
at least as numerous, some authorities state 

thirty-five thousand, six thousand cavalry, and one bundred 
and twenty-five elephants. After a stubborn conflict, Antigo
nus· -centre and left gave way: but the Argyraspides, who had 
principally contrihuted to the victory, created, by too impe
tuous a pursuit, a vacancy in the line: this enabled Antigonus, 
when thinking only of retreat, to rout the whole of Eumelles' 
left wing. Both armies ralli~d by moonlight, and passed the 
night under arms. Eumenes, whose loss had been decidedly 
the lighter, was prevented by divisions among the allies from 
renewing the engagement; and Antigollus withdrew to Ga
lllorga in Media. l\:Ieanwbile, l\'Iithridates and Philip, respec
tively, marched to assist Eumenes, from the wide ex!remes of 
Pontus and Bactriana. 

In a subsequent battle, the intrepid Eumenes was feebly 
supported by Peucel!!tas and other envious satraps: his cavalry 
suffered greatly: the Argyraspides retrieved the field; but, pro
voked by the loss of their wives and children along with the 
baggage, refused to improve their victory by a fresh effort, 
and, while they defied the enemy, reviled Eumenes as a Thra
ciano At the instigation of Teutamus, they seized their general, 
and delivered him, as the price of a dishonest peace, to Anti
gonus. Demetrius and Nearchus interceded for him: but, 
urged by ambition, and by the officers who had betrayed the 
new commander-in-chief, Antigonus precipitated his death. 
Antigenes and Eudamus, who remained faithful to the kings, 
the triumphant usurper also slew. He interrupted the congra. 
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tulations of his new and old allies, by disembodying the Ar. 
gyraspides, and by committing them in divisions to obscure 
satraps, who were instructed to consume them with dangers 
and fatigues: his ally, Pithon, whom it would have been un
safe to attack in Media, he drew to his camp, by an offer of 
the command in the eastern provinces, and in one day ar
raigned, condemned, and executed him: Peucestas he de
posed from the satrapy of Persis, but suffered him to live un
distinguished in his train. 

Tltird Pm-filion of tlie Empire. 

21. ANTIGONUS assumed the exercise of the regent's 

power. He gave Media to Orontobates, a native, under the 
control of Hippastratus; set Asclepiodorus over Persis; and 
added Susiana to the province of Seleucus. He collected in Me
dia and £ersis fifteen thousand talents; and, on receiving from 
the governor of Susa the keys of that citadel, intended as a 
mark of homage, he took th~nce treasure to the same amount. 
He then marched to Babylon. Seleucus, having entertained 

him with unbounded hospitality, was obliged to fly, to avoid 
degradation and death, and escaped with forty horsemen into 

Egypt. 
Ptolemy and Seleucus sent ambassadors to Cassander and 

Lysimachus, to inveigh against the tyranny of Antigonus. 
Antigonus sent ambassadors to Ptolemy, Cassander, and Lysi
machus, to vindicate his proceellings. Meanwhile, he drew 
from the treasury of Kuinda ten thousand talents, and col
lected from the eastern satraps eleven thousand. 

In bis progress toward Syria, diplomatic agents from the 
~lllied princes, whom Asander, satrap of Caria, had joined, 

Dlet bim, and announced their demands. Ptolemy claimed u. 

HH2 
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recognition of his right to Syria. Seleucus required the res
titution of his provinces; - Lysimachus, the annexation of 
Lesser Phrygia, by which he would command both shores of 
the Hellespont. Asander insisted on retaining his conquests 
in Lycia and Cappadocia. Cassander, who had established 
his dominion over Greece and Macedon, concurred in sum
moning Antigonus to account for the money taken from the 

royal treasuries, that it might be equitably di
Olgmp. cxvi. 2. vided. Antigonus replied, that he was march-

B. C. 315. ing against Ptolemy, and when he had settled 
his disputes with that lieutenant, he would 

treat with the other perfidious and jusolent confederates. 

22. AntigoDus proceeded to reduce Syria, and prepared 
mighty naval armaments. By emissaries, he detached the 
isle of Cyprus from Ptolemy'S alliance. A division of his forces 
expelled Asam]er, and his partisans, from Pontus and Cap
padocia :-But on the opposite coast of the peninsula, sup
ported by Egyptian and Macedollian armaments, Asander de
feated the naval and military commanders of Antigonus:
Syria confided to Demetrius, his father therefore took the field 
in person against Asander, whom, after two arduous cam
paigns, he finally dispossessed of Caria. Meanwhile, be had 
won to bis interest Polysperchon; obtained, from the l\face
donians in his army, a decree proscribing Cassatlder; and by 
a fleet and expedition awed Greece, with the exception of 
Thessaly, into a dereliction of his cause. 

Lysimachus, who had invaded Hellespontian Phrygia, was 
disabled from retaining it, by commotions which Antigonus 
fomented in Thrace. Overtures of peace, which the confede
rates were reduced separately to' offer, were now rejected by 
their triumphant enemy. 

23. At length, Ptolemy recov.ered Cyprus, led an army 
into Syria, 'and scoured Cilicia, from which he carried a rich 
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booty. The son of Antigonus, by forced marches, came up 
with him returning to Syria. In an engage
ment, in which Ptolemy was assisted by Se- Olymp. cxvii. 1. 

leucus, and which Demetrius, now in his B. C. 31~. 
twenty-second year, fought against the advice 
of his military mentors, the latter lost Python, the son of Age
nor, and five thousand killed, chiefly cflvalry; and, of fifteen 
thousand infantry, had nearly eight thousand taken prisoners. 
Ptolemy left his general, Killes, in Syria. Demetrius, having 
collected the veteran garrisons of Asiil Minor, returned and 
surprised Killes: and the Egyptians w~re compelled to evacu
ate Syria. 

Antigonus, intoxicated with success, lost in two expeditions 
against Petra, the fastness and emporimil of the Nabathrean 
Arab~ about six thousand men. His nephew, Ptolemy, curbed 
in a generous policy toward Greece, from rising aversion to 
the tyrant, began to correspond with the confederates. The 
mercenary Alexander, Polysperchon's son, had gone over to 
them. Lysimachus was growing formidable. Commotion 
pervaded the provinces beyond the Euphrates, some of which 
were lost. 

- 24. Sel~ucus, with only a thousand infantry, and three 
lll!ndred cavalry, furnished by Ptolemy, had 
made a successful expedition against Babylon. Olymp. cxvii. 1, 

He progressively increased his fOlces, defeated B. C. 312. 

Nicanor and Evagoras advancing from Media 
and Persis to attack him, and enlisted great part of their supe
rior divisions. During his absence from Babylon, Demetrius 
app\'oacherl with fifteen thousand foot, and four thousand horse; 
and Patrocles, the governor, persuaded the inhabitants to a 
temporary emigration of that gorgeous city. Of two neigh
bouring castles garrisoned by llatrocles, Demetrius had talien 
but one, at the time fixed by his father for leturning into Sy
ria. Five thousand foot, and one thousand horse, whom he 



NARRATIVE SKETCH OF470 

left behind, soon afterwards surrendered unconditionally to the 
concentrated army of Seleucus. 

25. But Ptolemy and CassaJ)(ler now sjgned a peace with 
Antigonus, which abandoned to him the do

Olymp. cxvii. Q. minion of all Asia; to which Lysimachus ac-
B. C. 311. ceded. This treaty stipulated, that all tl}e 

Greek cities and colonies should be restored 
to freedom; and that when Alexander .lEgus, now in his thir
teenth year, attained full age, Cassander should resign to him 
the throne of Macedon, and accept some provincial govern .. 
ment. On this acknowledgment of his title, the public voice 

. demanded for the young prince, at present immured with his 
mother in the castle of Amphipolis, an establishment suitable 
to his birth. The atrocious Cassander eluded this re'1uisition, 
by the secret murder of his infant sovereign and Roxana. 

Polysperchon, as nominal regent, retained some fortresses 
in the Peloponnesus. Intimating the late liing's death to Her.. 
cules, Alexander's son by Barsine, now seventeen years old, 

and residing at Pergamus, he invited him to 
O(1j11lp. cxvii. s. Greece, to assert his claim to the empire. 

B. C. 310. Joined by the youth, the protector led twenty 
thousand Etolians and Macedollialls, under 

the royal standard, to the frontiers of Macedon. Cas~ 

sander, whose army wavered in allegiance, by promising to 
Polysperchon the dominion of the Peloponnesus, preyailed on 
him to destroy his ward. After this horrid tragedy, the pe
ninsular Greeks, assisted by the Breotians, preyented the 

traitor from returning. Cassander ceded to him an obscure 
castle, cOlllmanding a district between Epjrlls and Locris: 

after which, no account of the monster sullies history. 
The late treaty silently abandoned the interests of Sc1cu

eus; and Antigollus, in undisturbed possession of Asia Minor 
and Syria, conducted an army to the East. A stubborn baf
tIe, equally poised, was interrupted by night: Sclcncus' troops 



THE SUCCESSORS OF ~~LEXANDER. 471 

slept in armour, at dawn surprised the invader, and triumphed 
so completely, that Antigonus does not appear to have renewed 
the enterprise. 

Cleopatra, on whom strong pretensions to the snccession 
had devolved by the death of the princes, ac
cepted overtures of marriage from Ptolemy. Ol!Jmp. cxviii.1. 
When she was preparing to leave Sardis, the B. C. S08. 

barbarous Antigonn~ procured her clandestitie 
murder: while he, buried her with royal honours, to disguise 
his crime, his aggravated wickedness executed her attendants. 

26. Circumstances soon encouraged the confederates to 
make the peace a handle for recommencing hostilities against 
Antigonus. To liberate a Grecian colony, Ptolemy sailed to 
Caria, and besieged Halicarnassus: compelled to relinquish 
that o~ject by the superior fleet of Demetrius, he directed llis 
interference to the .lEgean isles. In Cos he was joined by 
Ptolemy, the nephew of Antigonus, who, disgusted wi!h being 
made an instrument of oppression over Greece, had previously 
revolted to the allies. But hi!;! sincere plans to rescue Greece 
were not embraced in good faith by the Egyptian satrap, who 
presently accused him of tampering with his adherents, and 
'compelled him to drink poison. The Egyptian satrap united 
young Ptolemy's arlllament with his own, was admitted into 
Corinth and Sicyon, as the champion of Grecian independ

ence, and agreed with Cassallder that each should retain his 
acquisitions. 

27. Demetrius, with five tbousand talents, and two bun .. 
dred and fifty gallies, sailed to emancipate Greece. His be
nefactions to Athens won the consistent republicans; who 
conferred on him the title of king, dedicated to a patron 'of 
vice a temple with priests, as to a di"inity, and decreed that 
IIis actions were essentially good. Polygamy was one of the 
pernicious customs brought by the ~laced()l1ians from the 
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East: Demetrius, whose wife Philla, widow of Craterus, was 
living, married Euridice, a descelldant ~f 1\liltiad~s, during his 
stay at Athens. Ordered /thenc~ to Cyprus by his father, itl 
operations against Salamis, h~ first display~d that genius for 
inventing batteripg-engines and conducting .sieges, 'which i:J 
celebrated ~n his surname of Poliorcetes. A naval victory 
over ptolemy, was followed by the ~ubmission of the whole 

island. 
Aristodemus, wbom Demetrius sent to announce this suc


cess, saluted Antigunu~ "king." His com:.. 

OI!Jmp. cxviii. Q. tiers and guards repeated, and his people re

:[3. C. 307. ~ounded, a title, which lle adopt~fl and &hared 

with his son. Ptolemy, Seleucus, and Lysi:

ma~llUs, equally assumed the style and ensigns of royalty. 

28. Prepar~ng to conquer Egypt, Antigonus assembled 
nea~ Ga~a ~igbty thousand foot and ten 

Ol!JJ?1p. cxviii. 3. thousand horse. :pel'1(~trius was to coupe-
B. C. 306. rate, with one b~mdred and fifty gallies an4 

one hundred ships carrying batteries and mis

~iles. ~ailing at a temp~st~o~s s~asonl the greater part of th~ 
fleet foundered, or was wreck~d~ Th~ army, unable to pass 
the s~ollen Nile, of which all the branch~s ~nd ~ouths wer~ 
fffectually guarded by Ptolemy's garrisons, was compelled, by 

want of provisions, to retreat. Antigonus, t~r~ing his baffle4 
~ums against Rhodes, as a dependency of Egypt, sent thither 
Demetrius Poliorcet~s with two hundred Silips' ~f war, an~ 
forty thousand men. Rhodes, defended by intrepid citizens 

~nd abJ~ engineers, ~vas powerfully s~~co~lf~d ~y Ptol~llly~ 
~assander, and Lysimachlls. ~he assailant persevered witl, 
augmented forces, ~nd employed ~attering machin~s, whicl~ 

thirty thou~and workmen h~d assisted him to construct. Afte~ 

the civilized world ~a~l been agit~ted a year by the siege, the 
intercession of fifty states for this favourite seat of commcrce~ 

anq a r~qu~st from the A~b~nians an~ Etolians for immed~at~ 
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aid against Cassander, were preferred at one crisis to Deme .. 
trius; and the destruction of his storming parties in several 
desperate assaults, inclined him to embrace an honourable 
pretext for quitting the enterprise. The 
treaty recognized the independence of the OI!Jmp. cxix. 1. 

Rhodians? who became the allies of Antigo- B. C. 304. 

nus, without taking part in the war against 
Ptolemy. They erected a temple to the latter, whom they 
surnamed Soter, the saviour. 

Demetrius, who commanded tlIe greatest naval armaments 
of his time, transported his soldiers to Greece, 
and dislodged the 1\iacedonians from the OI!Jmp. cxix. 2. 

countries between the Isthmus and Therino- B. C. 303. 

pylre. He wintered in Athens,; and, while 
wallowing in execrable excesses, received from the servile 
people ascriptions, intended for honours, more extravagant 
and impious than before, and fulsome to recite. In the fol
lowing campaign, he subdued the whole Peloponnesus. He 
increased his partisans by a marriage with Dcidamia of Epirua. 
The Greeks elected him their general, and by contingents iu
<;reased his army to 65,000 men. To Cassauder, alarmed for 
Tbessaly and Macedon, the haughty Antigonus now refused 
peace ,but on unconditional submission. 

Fow,th Partition of tlte EmpiJ·e. 

lVIEANWHILE Seleucus had established llis dominion 
. pver the eastern provinces. Sandracottus, a nath'e of India, 

having learned the art of war in Alexander's camp, had quit
~ed the standard of the conqueror's lieutenants, collected a 
force in his own country, reduced the Macedonhm garrisolls 
in Nysa, l\Iazagre, Aornos, and extended his dOJlliuioll south

f!ustwanl to Palil~othra on the Ganges. After fruitless bostili .. 

29· 
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ties, Seleucus cultivated peace with Sandracottus, and received 
his daughter in marriage, with a dowry, including five hundred 
elephants. Seleucia-which he had founded, and substituted 
as a capital for Babylon-as an emporium, was only second to 
Alexandria. 

Lysimachus had transformed the fierce Thracians into 
,villing su~jects. The Triballi, the Getre, and numerous IlIy
rian tribes, had felt the superiority of his arms. The new 
commercial city Lysimachia almost rivalled Byzantium. 

Ptolemy, having repelled the invasions of Perdiccas ancl 
Antigonus, had multiplied the resources ~f Egypt and Cyrene, 
during twenty years of internal peace'. 
- With these three established sovereigns, Cassander, com

manding in Macedon, without a title, and critically situated, 
was forced, by the arrogance of king Antigonus, to become a 
zealous and enterprising alJy. 

In execution of a secret treaty, Lysi!!1achus, reinforced by 
a detachment from Cassander, landed in Asia 

Ol!Jmp. cxix. 3. Minor, subdued the western coast, and burnt 
13. C. 30~. a bodile fleet in the harbour of Ephesus. 

Roused from security, Antigonus, before the 
allies could' assemble, came up with Lysimachus, who, confin
ing himself now to defensive warfare within an entrenched 
camp, removed successively, from Synnada, to Doryleum and 

Herac!ca. 
IHeamvhile, Demetrius, ha"'ing conquered Thessaly, was 

ready to enter Macedon with sixty thousand men. But re
called to Asia by a message from his father, he signed a peace 
with Cassander, stipulating that Greece should be free. 

Of a detachment of twelve thousand foot and five hundred 
horse, sent by Cassander, under his brother Pleistarchus, to 
Heraclea, one third was taken by the enemy's guard-ships, 
and one third perished in a tempest. Meanw bile, several 
thousands of Lysimachus' soldiers deserted to Antigollus" who 

commanded the treasures in Kuinda. Ptolemy, neglecting to 
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reinforce the confederate army, pursued a selfish, timid policy 

in Syria and Egypt. 
At length Seleucus joined Lysimachus in Phrygia with 

twenty thousand infantry, twelve thousand cavalry, one hun
dred armed chariots, and four hundred and eighty elephants. 
After an interval, which the belligerents consumed in collect
ing every disposable force, a battIe took place at Ipsus. 

The line under Antigonus and Demetrius consisted of 
nearly seventy thousand infantry; above 
twelve thousand cavalry, and seventy-five Ol!lmp. ('xix. 4. 

elephants. Lysimachus and Seleucus com- B. C. SOl. 

manded the same number of cavalry, sixty-
four thousand infan~ry, and the formidable train of chariob 

and elephants brought by the latter. Antigonus long con
suited with Demetrius, before he decided on his order of 
battle. The combat began with a charge of cavalry, led by 
young Antiochus, son of Seleucus. DClneh~ius repubed him; 
but, having carried his squadrons too far in the pursuit, was 
prevented from returning, by a line of elephants which Scleu
cus interposed. Of Alltigonus' phalanx, thus uncovered in 
flank, numerous sections in alarm deserted. Out-flanked noW" 
even by the opposite infantry, t1le rcmaitider of the deep line 
was cut in pieces, or driven to disorderly flight. Antigol1us, 

in his eight)'-first year, perseveringly fought, expectiug hi:" son 

with the cavalry to retrieve the day. \Vhile his attelldallti 

followed the tumultuous route, he fell, overpowered by a 
shower of javelins; and Demetrius returned from part ial vic
tory, only to learn the total defeat and death of his father. 
Jo~nillg the fugitives, he reached his tIeet at Ephesus with fIve 

thousand foot and four thousand horse. 
In consequence of this battle, Asia Minor, cxc~pt the pro

vince of Cilicia, was annexed to the dominion of Lysiglachus: 
Cilicia was given as a principality to Pleistarchus. Cas§U1dcr 
was established in the sovereignty of Macedon, and as much 

as he had recovered of the dominion of Greece. Scleucus, 
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acquiring Assyria west of the Euphrates, held the whole of 
that imperial region, with Ariana. Ptolemy insinuated hi!S 
garrisons intQ ,Crele-Syria and Palestine, as appendages to 

Egypt. 

l\"'o!ices oj tlte final Destinies l[/' the four Greek J(ingdoms. 

30. THRACE proyed an ephemeral monarchy, scarcely 
~urviving early triumphs, which extended, and seemed to con
solidate, its greatness. Thirteen years after the battle of Ip
sus, its founder bad cooperated with Pyrrhus to expel Deme
trius from the throne of Macedon: he soon dispossessed Pyr
rhus of his share of territory~ and added all :l\Iacedon to the 
empire of Thrace and Asia Minor. From this elev':ltion, a 
domestic tragedy accelerated his fall. Arsinoe, his young 
Egyptian queen, burnt with an incestuous flame for Aga
thocles, his son by a fornler wife~ In revenge for the repulse 
which she received from her virtuous son-in-law, Arsinoe, by 
dark machinations, infused unjust suspicions pf him into the 
king; and in prison was secretly executed, a prince whose 
military energy had recently recovered Caria, lopia, and Ly
dia, for his father occupied in Macedon~ when Demetrius bad 
nearly compensated for his expulsion from that kingdom, by 
a bold enterprise on the opposite continent. The murder of 
Agathocles excited disgust and horror in the subjects of Lysi
machus universally; and many governors of Asia Minor, ab
juring allegiance to him, invited Seleucus, who was already 
jealous of his power, to invade their provinces. In the battle 
of Corupedion, in Hellespontian Phrygia, twenty years after 
the battle of Ipsus, Lysimachus was defeated and killed. All 
his possessions in Asia Minor immediately fell to Seleucus; 
who consumed about a year in establishing his power there, 

before he entered Thrace. After Alexander, son of Lysima
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elms by an Odrysian princess, had meanwhile governed the 
latter country, Ptolemy Keraunus, who murdered and sup
planted Seleucus stepping on the throne of Macedon, urged 
pretensions to the sceptre of Thrace. The native independent 
princes of the three great districts, Bessica, Odrysia, and 
Eastern Thrace, opposed his odious usurpation, and claimed 
independence. Their insurrection against 
Keraunlls, and hostilities against each other, Olgmp. cxxv. 2. 

were followed by an invasion of the Gauls, B. C. 279. 

which annihilated the monarchy founded by 
L ysimacbus. 

:MACEDON continued to obey Cassal1der, who died of a 
dropsy three )'ears after the battle of Ipsus. Philip, his eldest 
~on, who peaceably succeeded, did not long survive him. 
Philip's brothers disputed the succession; and Alexander, the 

youngest son of Cassander b:t Thessalonica, finally expelled 
Antipater, the second son, the abhorred maternal parricide. 
Meanwhile, Demetrius Poliorceles, son of the £lllen Antigo
nus, the most extraordinary subject of vicissitude in history. 
had acquired great ascendancy in Greece: he proceeded to 
IHacedon, as the auxiliary of Alexander, and, opposing dis
trust and treason with diabolical resources, circumvented him. 
and succeeded to his power. Demetrius, already the fourth 
king since Cassander's death, reigned in Macedon-and tramp

led over rather than governed Greece-seven Jears: "hen he 
could number in his forces, one hundred and ten thousand sol
diers, and five hundred war-gallies, some of them with sixteen 
tiers, his frantic vanity, insolence, and despotism, provoked 
his armed subjects to revolt, during demonstrations against 
Greece by the fleet of Ptolemy, and an invasion of Macedon 
by the armies of Pyrrhus and Lysimachus ;-he escaped in 
disguise to Greece: the tutelary god of Athens, who, during 
l1is second greatness, bad made her ambassadors wait two 



~78 NARRATIVE SKETCH OF 

years for an audience, was in his second extremity again pro
hibited from entering that city: he left his Peloponnesian gar
risons to his son, Antigonus Gonatas, and made a desperate 
irruption, with transient splendour, into Asia Minor:--defeated 
by Agathocles, cut off from his fleet, after many adversities, 
this dangerous adventurer surrendered to Selcucus, his son-in
law, who protected him from his enemies, but restricted his 
residence to the sma]] Syrian Chersonesus :-resigning hunting 
and manly amusements, when he could not convert them into 
means of escape, Demetriu~, by a farewell letter, enjoined his 
son to consider him as dead; to treat as forgeries subsequent 
letters coming in his na~e; ana to guard vigilantly the Greek 
cities :-he died, soon aftenvanls, a prey to despondency, in
temperance, and sloth. :Meanwhile, Pyrrhus and Lysimachus 
bad divided Macedon. Lysimachus soon seized tbe whole. 
On his fall, Alexander, an adult son by an Odrysian woman, 
exercised a brief authority confined to barbarous Thrace. 
Lysimachus, sixteen years of age, the elder of two infant sons 

by Arsinoe, withdrawn :with the mother for safety into Cas
sand~i3, was heir to his Macedonian kingdom: Selencus 
t:laimed it by rit;ht of conquest: a latent villain prepares to 
claim it by descent. The conqueror at Corupedion, within a 
year after, crossed over to Thrac~, on his way to Pella, ac
companied by Ptolemy Keraunus. Keraunus, despairing of 
attaining his birth-right in Egypt, conspired to snatch the 
crown of Macedon from the grasp of Seleucus; founding his 
own pretensions on being a grandson, maternally, of Antipater, 
and paternally, of the great Philip. Near Lysimacbia, he 
stabbed his benefactor with his own hand, announced himself 
to the citizens there as the avenger of Lysimachus, purchased' 
the Asiatic army with Seleucus' treasures, and, at Pella, took 
up a sceptre, which, since Alexander's death, had tumbled 
from the lifeless trunks, or feeble hands, of three pt;otectors 
and ten kings. Keraunus married the wickgd Arsinoe, aud 
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butchered her children; and, before he had reigned two 
years, was slain by the invading Gauls. Dur
ing the irruption of the Gauls, several kings Olgmp. cxxv. fl. 

elected by the people perished. When it had B. C. 279. 

spent its fur)·, Antigonus Gonatas, who had 
firmiy grasped the dominion of the Peloponnesus, recovered 

the throne of :Macedon. The dynasty of this prince and his 
descendants, after continuing one hundred and 
lline years, terminated with the battle of Pyd OI!J1np. cliii. 1. 

na, when Perseus was defeated by the Roman B. C. 108. 

consul lEmilius. Twenty-two years after

wards, Macedon was made a province of Rome. 

THE GREEK EMPIRE IN ASIA devolved wholly to Se.. 

Jeucus, after the victory at Corupedion, mentioned in the lVo
lice of Thrace. In the reign of his son, Antiochus I. this ex

tensive empire was curtailed-by invasions from Egypt; by 
the creation into independent kingdoms, of Pergamus, Pontus, 
Bithynia, and Cappadocia; and by the settlement of an invad
ing horde of Gauls in a central district of Asia Minor, called 

from them Galatia. In the reign of Antiochus II. it was fur
ther diminished by the separation of the 
Greek kingdom of Bactriana, under Theodo- OI!Jmp. cxxxi. 3. 

tus. [See Translation l!! Cllrtius, vol. ii. B. C. 2j4. 

p. 204, note ult.] The third, or Great An

tiochus, in the early part of his reign, sustained the empire .. 


repelled the Egyptian invasion, &uppressed powerful refra.ctory 

satraps, and carried his arms into India: but the entry ,of the 

Romans into Asia Minor, and the decisive battle of Magnesia, 

forced him to cede that region to the Rhodians and the new

created Ilative kings. Through successive provincial defec


tions, and hostile encroachments, the terri
tory of the last of the Seleucidre consisted Ol!l71lp. clxxiv. 1. 


. only 	of Syria, when it was appropriated by B. C. '84. 

Tigranes, king of Armenia. Twenty years 

afterwards, Pompey reduced Syria into aRoman provincf' .. 
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EGYPT. ptolemy I. or Soter, in his eightieth year, a~ 
sociated to the government Ptolemy Philadelphus, his son by 
his second wife Berenice; r~jecting from the succession Pto
lemy Keraunus, his SOil by his first wife Euridice, daughter of 
Antipater. The disinherited son, by his subsequent crimes, 
vindicated the discernment of his father. From Alexandria, 
he withdrew in disgust to the court of Lysimachus, whose son 
Agathocles had married the fugitive prince's sister: on the ca
tastrophe of Agathocles, mentioned in the Notice of Thrace, 
be embraced the hospitable protection of Seleucus; Keraunlls, 

or the Thunderer, was the surname which be impiously as
sumed; his lingering destruction has been mentioned in the 
Ifotice of Macedon. ptolemy Philadelphus, having, in a con
joint reign of two years, dispensed benefits to the people, suc
ceeded his father. After Philadelphus, Evergetes supported 
the greatness of Egypt, in power, arts, and literature. But, 
under the other Ptolemies, a voluptuous, oppressive, and san
guinary race, it was arrested and destroyed. The unpatriotic 
batred of the Tenth of the dynasty, who took refuge in Tyre 
when expelled by his subjects, and the pusillanimity-- of the 

Eleventh, bequeathed Egypt to the protec.
OI!Jmp. c)xxxvii. 2. tion of the Romans: then a kingdom of 

B. C. 31. nominal independence, it subsisted eight 
and twenty years, till the sea-fight of At

tinm gave to Augustus the empire of the world. 
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TIle numeral" ii:' mqrlcs the second volume: the first volllmr 
is implied u'lure the page alone is inserted • 

• 

A 

.!lBDALOJiINUS-Creuted king of Sidon, 347. 

Abii-Their embassy to Alexander, ii. 178. 

Abisares-Surrenders, ii. Q85~ Refuses to attend, ii. 303. His 


death, ii. 377. 

Acesines-ii. 261, ii. 321, ii. 324. 


Ada-Queen of Caria, 232. Restored by Alexander, 234. 


Agis-See Sparta~ , 

• Agl'ians-Faithful allies of Ale~andet, 134: 

Alexander (of Epirus)-l\farries Cleopatra, daughter of Philip; 108. 
His apophthegm against Alexander, 131. 

Alexander (ofLyncestia; sometimes called son of lEropus)-Oithe 
conspirators against Philip, alone pardoned by Alexander, 119. 
Detached as a partizan !o Phrygiu; 249. Apprehended for a plot 
against Alexander, 256. Put to death, ii. 189. 

Alexander (of the royal band)-Falls heroically at Aornos, ii. 280. 
Alexander the Great-His history lmd not been treated by Roman 

authors, 3. The previous reign subservient to his eminent fortune, 4. 
His pretended deflcent from Jupiter discussed, 5; his own al
lusions to it not uniform, ii. 116; ii. 257, ii. 275; Notice of al
leged prodigies attending his birth, 7 Date of it, 9, 10, and iii 
407, note~ His death, ii. 401; [See the subdivisions of this title.] 

ApOPlITIIEGMS-'Vhen a boy, on his father's victories, 16. On 

being advised, while a youth, to run at the Olympic games, 15. 

On the casket in which he kept Homer's works, 32. To Philip on 
his lameness, 41. On Antipnter's deportment, ii.391, 

I I 
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Ale:l'ander the Great. 

CUARACTER, as a governor-An encourager of science, 21, 
and useful arts, 31; a liberal dispenser of redrEss, 149. Gener
any an enemy of oppression, ii. 232, ii. 351. The justice of 
~ome of his condemnations problematical, ii. 152, ii. Q59, ii. 380. 
[And see Alexander-GovERNMENT AND POLICY.] 

CHARACTER) as a leader-[And see Ale.a:ander-TAcTIcs; 

Battles; Sieges.] Liberal and humane to the soldiers, 201, 
ii. 235. Stimulates emulation, ii. 13. His anxious vigilance, 
ii. 191. His celerity, 121, 160, ii. 30, ii. 61. His boldest at
tempts countenanced by the event, 409. Measures of doubt
ful propriety fortunate, ii. 153, Able dispositions, 203, 320, 
436, ii. 294. Well-timed commencement of pursuit, 324; pru
dent termination, 456. Sacrifi<:es spoil to restore discipline, 
ii.99. His conduct under physical distresses, ii. 38, ii. 151, ii. 110, 
ii. 234, ii. 361, ii. 368; in battle under difficulties, 245, 445, 

446, 448. 
CHARACTER, as a man, at successive stages of his life-His 

early excellence, 15. Naturally ambitious, 16, 24. His digni
fied aft'lbility, simple and correct manners, 34, 235,301, ii. 235; 
self-controul under the commencement of eminent felicity, 332. 
Ambitious to monopolize knowledge as well as power, 23. Con
stitutionally brave, ii. 1~9, et passim. Too proud to be uni
formly magnanimous, 220. His filial duties performed rather 
from feeling than principle, 41, 100, 101, 119, 205, ii. 343. 
Liberal in sacrifices and dedications to the gods, 16, 206, 209. 
Not always superior to superstition, 387, ii. 23, ii.403, 4. On 
two occasions derided soothsaying, ii. 330, ii. 403. His inhu
man triumph over Bessus, 390. His generosity to Porus, ii. 300. 
Less magnanimous towarcI his successfnl officers than toward 

vanquished enemit;s, ibid. ii. 74, ii.70. Rewards fidelity, ii.77. 
ii.90, ii. 210, and perfidy, 210, ii. 116. His humane rage'against 

assassins, ii.83, ii. QSQ; compromised by policy, ii.81, enforced 
by policy, ii. 203. ,He becomes, by fits, intemperate and volup
tuous, ii. 40, 75; adopting Barbarian manners and vices, ii. 96. 

corrupted by prosperity, ii. 380. His own apology for adopting 
Persian customs, ii. 251. His pride and demand of hero-worship, 
ii. 240. After the murder of Clitus,-penitent, ii. 221, and 

watchful against anger, ii. 285. I.iberal to his friendsl 178, ii. ego 
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His select friendships, 298,331, ii. 354, ii.596. Extravagant in 
his grief for Hephrestion, ii. 400. Unifonnly courteous to the cap
tive family of Darius, 414, ii. 16, ii. 21. Esteemed Phocion, 210. 
His reverence for the memory of the great and good, 141, ii. 155. 
Instances of his expressing it by eccentric acts, 185, 253. [ And 
see Alexander-OPINIONS.] Summary of his character, ii. 412. 

CITILS demolis/led by Alexander-Thebes, 152; Halicarnas
sus, 249; Telmissus, 261; Branchidre, ii. 174; two cities in Sog
diana, ii. 180, 182; an Indian city, ii. 271. Dispossessed and 

repeopled - Alex:andrinopoJis, 38. Founded - Alexandria, in 
Egypt, 400; at the base of the Parapamisus, ii. 159; on the 
Jaxartes, ii. 182. Six cities near Marginia, ii. Q04. Nicrea, and 
BucephaJia, ii. 302, }i. 322, note. A city o"n ~he Acesines, ii. 322, 
note.. Alexandria on the Indus, ii. 351. Several cities in its 
Delta, ii. 364. One in Gedrosia, ii. 366. One on the borders of 
Arabia, ii.403. Rebuilt-Smyrna, 219. 

EDUCATION of Alexander, 12, 18-20, 23. 
GOVERNMENT AND POLIcy-He carries in his train the Thra

cian chieftains, 132. Tenders a clement alternative to the The
bans, 143. Provides against the hostility of Sparta, 159. 
Spares the estate of Memnon, 192. Practises on the supersti .. 
tion of his soldiers, 116, 195, 412. Ambiguous instances of re
course to superstition ascribable to weakness or policy, 251, 
ii. 185. He stigmatizes the Lacedremonians, and associates the 
other Greeks to his fame, ~04. Forbears to lay new imposts on 
the conquered provinces, 201. Restores the privileges ofSardis, 
208. Promotes Persian traitors, 210, ii. 12. Shows politic at-' 

tention to Athens, 210, but detains the Athenian prisoners, 273: 
releases them after the battle of Issus, 334, note. Restrains the 
tyranny of the Ephesian democracy, 213. Restores the repub
lican government in the Greek colonies, 214, or such government 
as each community preferr~d, 232. Manifests consideration for 
the married soldiers, 249. Reinstates the queen of Caria, 234. 
Rewards his allies, 403. Admits Oxathres into the band of 
Friends, ii. 77. Liberates Oxydates, ibid. Pardons N abar
zanes, ii.81. Employs Polydamas to remove Parmenio, ii. 148. 

Pardons thirty Sogdian nobles, ii. !l03. Punishes oth.er leaders 
I I 2 
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in revolt, i'bid. Grants an amnesty to the Bactrian exiles, ii. QQ4. 
Directs a levy of thirty thousand Barbarians, ii. 239. Enjoilli 
the Grecian cities to recal their exiles, ii. 383. Pays the 

debts of the army, ii. 385. Dismisses the veterans, ii. 384, and 
provides for them in retirement, ii. 39.3. Detains 'the Asiatic 
,,·ives and offspring, ibid. Promotes marriages with Asiatic wo
men, ii. 392, note. Intermixes Persian and Macedonian soldiers, 
ii.397. Punishes oppressive s~traps, ii. 232, ii. 351, ii. 374. Con
demns Orsines and Phradates, ii. 380. His indirect operations 
against the Persian fleet, 230. COJnmissions N earchus to ex
plore the Indian ocean, ii. 365, and the coast from the Indus to 

the Euphrates, ii. 376. His designs after the subjugation of the 

East, ibid. 

HISTORY MISCELLANEOUS until Philip's deafh-A child, he 
.astonishes the Persian ambassadors by his conversation, 11~ 
His early endowments, manners, and disposition, 12-19, 3S. 
Description of his person, 12, 15. He tames Bucephalus, 35. 
Governs Mace~onia in Philip's absence, 37. Reduces the revolted 
~redari, 38: colonizes their city, ibid. In a conflict with the 
Triballi, preser\'es his father, 41. Defeats the Illyrians, 53. 
Breaks the Tl.leban line at Ch:cronea, 86. Is dissatisfied with Phi
lip's second marriage, gg; qualTels with Philip, and retires to 11
lyria, 100; reconciled by Demaratus, Tetunis toPella, 103. Is 
detected in a treaty for a marriage with a Carian princess, 104. 

HISTORY MrsCELLANJWUS from Pllilip's dCllth until the Expe
dition against Persia-Difficulties under ,,,hich Alex~nder com
menced his reign, 114-117. He foils his competitors and aven
ges Philip, 119. Repre$ses the Thessalians, 122. His election 
at Thermopylre as general of the Greeks, 122, confirmed 3:t Co
rinth, 1Q3. His interview with Diogenes, ibid. He forces an 
oracle from the Delphic priestess, 124. At home supports the 

majesty of his sceptre, 125. In an expedition northward, de
feats tbe Thracians, '126; and the Triballi, except a remnant in 
Peuce, 128. Crosses the Ister, and routes the Getre, 1~9. Re
ceh'es ambassador's from the Triballi and the Celtre, 130. Assisted 
by Langarus king of the Agrians, subdues the Autariatre, Tau. 
lantii, and revolting Illyrians, 134-138. Is called by treach
erolls hostility, to Thebes, 142. His troops carry the city by 
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storm, 144. He enslaves the inhabitants, 146, except a favour
ed few, 141; and razes the city, 152. D~mands Athenian ora
tors adverse to him, 153, but listens. to a compromjse, 151. R~ 

duces Leucadia, 1.51.. Accep~ excuses from states implicated in 
the Theban cal,lse~ 158. Prepares for tl,e w:,tr against Persia, 169. 

Conducts tbe fo)"c,es destined for Asia to Sestos, WO-182. 

/ HISTORY l.\l.rscELL.l.NEOUS, from his pasSflgt: into Asia until the 
death of Darius-He crosses th~ Hellespont, 183. In the 
Troud, visits Achilles' tomb, 185. Traverses part of Phrygia 
Minor, 181-192. Defeats the Persian army at the Granicus, 
196. Returns to the Troad, 205. Receives the submission of 
Phrygia, Ionia, and Caria, 207. Marches to Sardis, 208. En
ters Ephesus, 212. Reduces Miletus, 223. Defeats a small de
tachment of Persian ships, 228. Dismisses his fleet, 231. Ad
vances into Caria, ibid. Reinstates Ada 011 the throne, 234. 

Halicarnassus taken, 248, advances into Lycia, ~51. Is ap
prISed of the conspiracy of Philotas, 253. Traverses a dangerous 
road from Phaselis to Perga, 256. Proceeds through Pamphylia, 
264, and Pisidia, 265, to Phrygia, 267. Collecting his forces, 
prepares to meet Darius, ibid. Cuts the Gordian knot, 275. 

Having traversed Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, 277, enters the 
north defile of Cilicia, 292. After bathing in the Cydnus, is 
seized with sickness, 294. Interesting scene with his physician, 
299. He passes the defile of Amanus, 303, and while Darius is 
advancing to the latter, penetrates that of Syria, 309. Defeats 

Darius at Issus, 323. Visits Sisygambis, 331. Releases the 

Athenian prisoners, 334, note. Detaches Parmcnio to Damas

cus, 335. Proceeds into Crele-Syria, 342, and Pltrel1icia, 343. 

His correspondence with Darius, ibid. Alexander makes Abda
10minus king of Sidon, 348. Directs the l\1acedonian fleet to 
attack the Persian, 352. While besieging Tyrt', invades Arabia, 
[perhaps Petra] 361. Visits Jerusalem, 260. Is joined by a 
fleet from Cyprlls, 365. Destroys 'fyre as a state, 316, 371. 

His correspondence, on a second overture from Darius, 378. 

Assaulting Gaza, Alexander is twice wounded, 388, 389, On its 
fall, takes ignoble revenge,. 390. Traverses Egypt, 392. Pene
trating the Libyan q.esert, 392, visits the oracl~ of Hammon, 39·1,. 
Founds Alexandrial 400. Returns to Syria, 402. At the inte 1'
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cession of the Athenians releases the Grecian captives, 403. 
Crosses the Euphrates, 407, and the Tigris, 408. His sympathy 
on the death of Darius' wife, 414, excites 'from Darius a third 
application for peace, 418. His answer to Pannenio, and to the 
Persian ambassadors, 421. He defeats Darius in the province of 
Arbela, 451. Enters Babylon, ii. 7. Through Sittacene, ii. 13, 
proceeds to Susa, ii. 15 ;. and thence, across the Pasitigris to the 
district of the Uxians, ii. 18. Reduces their principal fort, ii. 20. 
After an unsuccessful attempt to force the Pylre Susidre, ii. 21, 
turns them, ii. 28. ,Marches to Persepolis, ii. 35, and Passar
gada, ii.37. Traverses Persis, ibid. Invades the Persic Mar
dians, ii. 38. Burns tIle palace of Persepolis, ii. 40. Enters 
Media, ii.4:2. Having quitted the gre \t road, moves from Ta
bas in pursuit of Darius, ii. 60. Reaches the place where Da
rius died, ii. 66. 

Rummy MISCELLANEOUS, from the death if Darius to the 
expedition against India-His measures against Sparta, ii. 70. 
[From Ecbatana? ii. 75, 77.] Alexander advances )nto Par
thia, ii. 77. J'rom Hecatompylos, ii. 78, proceediilg, ii. 8.J, 
traverses Hyrcania, ii. 85, 88, 90, Reduces the llyrcanian 
Mardi, ii. 91. Is visited by the queen of the Amazons, ii. 94. 
Marches through Parthia, ii. 96, 98, toward Bactrialla, 99. 
Is diverted from the pursuit of Bessus, by the revolt of the Arii, 

ii, 100. Enters Drullgiuna, ii. 102. Is apprised of Dymnust 

conspiracy, ii. 106. After Philotas' execution, ii. 137, sends 
secret orders to have Parmenio killed, ii. 148. Detaches forces 
against the insurgent Satibarzanes, ii. 1,154. Reduces Arachosia, 
ii. 155. Penetrates the inhospitable, country of the Parnpamisadre, 
ibid. Crosses mount Parapamisus, ii. 159. Traverses Bac
triana, ii: 165, and the desert borders of Sogdiana, ii. 168. 

Crosses the Oxus, ii. 171. Exterminates the Branchidre, ii. 174. 
Consigns Bessus to punishment, ii. 175. Is wounded by a Sog
dian mountaineer, ii. 171. Receives ambassadors of the 
Abii, ii. 178. From the Jaxartec;, ii. 179, returns to suppress a 

revolt in So~diana, ii. 180. Is wounded at the city of the Me
maceni, ii. 1S~. Crosses the Jaxartes, ii. 197, and defeats the 
Scythians, ii.19S. Receives ambassadors from the Sacre, ii. QOO. 

rhrough Sogdiana, ii. ~01, an~l Bactriana, ii. !lOS, by a circuit 
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across the Oxus and Ochus, reaches Marginia, ii. 204. Obtains 
the rock of Arimazes, ii. 210. Renewed revolts in Margiana 
and Sogdiana suppressed, ii. ~12. Alexander receives embassies 
from various Scythian nations, ibid. Marches into Bazaria, 
ii. 213. Hunting, spears a lion, ii. 214. At a feast kills Clitus, 
ii. 220. Marches to Xenippa, ii. 224. Obtains the rock of 
Nauru, ii. 225. Dri\'es the wife of Spitamenes from the camp, 
ii. 231. Receives the submission of the Dahre, ii. 232. Sus
pending the march to Gabaza, ii. 233, 236, ravages the country 
of the Sacre, ii. 23G. Marries Roxana, ii. 238. Prepares an 
expedition against India, ii. 239. By Cleo, a corrupt orator, 
moves the Macedonians to vote him celestial honours, ii. 240. 
On the conspiracy of Hermolaus, ii. 245, devotes Callisthenes, 

untried, to a cruel death, ii. 25.9. 
HISTORY l\iISCELLANEO?S, from his expedition against India 

to his departure from Pattala-He advances toward India, 
ii. 260. Met by chieftains on the frontiers, ii. 270. Reduces several 
tribes, ii. 211. Is wounded surveying a fortress, ibid. Slays the 
inhabitants to make his name formidable, ibid. Celebrates the 
Bacchanalian mysteries on mount Meros, ii. 213. Subdues va
rious districts preparatory to passing the Indus, ibid.-282. Is 
wounded at Mazaga>, ii. 27.5. Reduces the rock Aornos, ii. 281. 
Crosses the Indus, ii. 282. Receives the submission of Tnxiles, 
ii. 284, and ambassadors from A bisares, ii. 286. Passes the Hy
daspes, ii. 290, and defeats Porus, ii. 292. Generous to his 

vanquished enemy, ii.300. Alexander prepares a navy, ii.302. 
Advances to the Hydraotes, ii. 30-i. Subdues several districts, 
ibid. Enters the territory of Sophites, ii, 306. Having penetra
ted to the Hypasis, is prevented by the troops from proceeding 
further eastward, ii. 320. Retrograding, encamps on the bank 
of the Acesines, ii. 321. 'Vith a fleet, descends the Hydaspes, 
ii. 323, 324. Debarks, al;d reduces several tribes, ii. 324~ His 
vessel is stranded at the confluence of the Acesines and Indus, 
ii. 326. Alexander marches against the Oxydracre and l\IaUi, 
ii. 321. Appeases a mutiny, ii. 328. Storming the city of the 
Oxydracre, rashly exposes himself, ii. 330, and is wounded, 
ii. 332. Proceeding down the Indus, ii. 331, receives ambassa4 

dol'S from the Oxydracre and the Malli, ii. 345, and from the 
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8ambracre, ii. 351. Reduces !everal tribes on the Indus, ii. 352-: 
35.5. Arrives at Pattala, ii. 355. His fleet is stranded by the 
nORE, ii. 359. -Alexander passes out of the Indus' mouth, 
ii. 362. Returns, and having prepared to march to Gerlrosia, 
ii. 363, commissions Nearchus to explore the Indian ocean, 
ii.364. 

HISTORY MISCELLANf,OUS, from his passage tl/rough Gedrosict 

to his deatlt at Babylon-Alexander traverses the seats of the 
_<\rabita>, and the Oritre, ii. 365. Is distres'sed in the deserts of 
Gedrosia, ii. 366. Leads a convivial procession through Carma
nia, ii.369. Prepares a fleet to subdue the coasts of Arabia, 
ii.377. His ulterior designs, ii. 376. He represses a mlltiny on the 
dismission ofthe veterans, ii. 389. Traverses Mesopotamia, ii. 398, 
Adiabene, ibid., and Media, ii. 399, His grief on the death of 
Hephrestion, ii. 400; diverted by an expedition against the 
Cossreans, ii. 401. In contempt Of a pr~diction of the Chaldre
ans, Alexander enters Babylon; ~i. 403. Navigates the Pallaco
pas, ibid. Returns to Babylon, ~i. 404, is s~ized with l~js last 
~ickness, ii. 405. His last words, ii. 401. ' 

MANNERs.-See Alexander-Hls'TORY MISCELLANEOUS, un

~il Philip's death, and CUARACTER a~ a man. 
OPINIONS AND TASTE-His deference at mature age for Aris

totle, 26, ultimately succeeded by aversion, ibid. Turn in his 
ta!te for music, 28. His early antipathy to comedians and ath
letre, 29, 30, 224; appears to have subsided, 30, note; ii. 347. 
His admiration of Homer, S2. His patronage of Lysippus, PF
goteles, and Apelles, 14. His visit to the study of ApeHes, Q14. 

SPEECHEs-On his accession, to his c~uncil, 117, and to the 
people, respecting the suppression of revolters, 118. To his 
council, regarding the Persian expedition, 170; on hazarding a 

general naval engagement, 2~9. To the troops before the battle 
of Issus, 318. In reply to ambassadors from Darius, 421. To 

his army before the battle of Arbela, 438. At llecatompylos 
urging the troops to proceed, ii.80. To the tribunal of Maceuo

nians, against Philotas, ii. 113; against Amyntas and Simmias, 
ii. lS9, To his council, on· invaqing Scythia, ii. 185. In reply 
to the Scythian embassy, ii. 197. Before the tribunul of Mace

donians, in reply to Hermolaus, ii. 25-1. To the aI'my refusin~ 



INDEX. 489 

Alexan'tier the Great. 

to proceed eastward from the Hypasis, ii.31Q. To the army 
mutinying on the bank of the Indus, ii. 328. In answer to Cra
terus dissuading him not to expose himself to common dangers, 
ii. 340. To the army mutinying on the dismission of the vete

rans, ii. 386. To the Asiatic troops giving them equal privileges 

with the lVIacedonians, ii. 391. 

, TACTICS [And see above.]-Passage of the Ister, 129, Eordai

eus, 137, Granicus, 196, Tigris, 408, Arosis, ii.SO, Oxus, ii. 171, 

Jaxartes, ii. 197, Indus, ii.282, Hydaspes, ii. 290. Provisions 

against being surrounded, 434. Stratagems, 136, 157, 192,386, 

ii. 26, ii. 209, ii. 289, ii. 353. 

U NSUCCESSFU L UNDERTA KINGS-lie raises tIle siege of Peucp, 
128; of Pellion, 135. Fails to unite the gulfs ofSmyrn:t and Ephe
sus, Q20. Frustrated in an attack on Mindus, Q36. Oblige:l to re
treat out of the Pylre Susidre, ii. 22. 

Alexandria-See Alexander-CITIES • 

.Altars of Alexande~, ii. 320. 

Amazons-Dress and customs of, ii. 95. Remnant of, ii. 399. 

Amphictyonic Council-Philip admitted a member of, 45. 

Amyntas (son of Perdiccas III.)-Aspires to the succession, 115. 


Foiled, 119 . 
.Amyntas (son of Arrahreus) -A renegade, 325. Deserts the Per

sians, and invades Egypt, 349. Falls, 351. 
Am.lJntas (son of Andromenes)-Arraigned as an accomplice of 


Philotas, ii. 139. His defence, ii. 141. Acquittal, ii. 147. 


Anaximenes-Instructed Alexander in EloqUEnce, 29. His happy 

request, ibid. 

Andromachus-Burnt by the Samaritans, 402. 

Antigenes-A lieutenant-general in tlle battle against Porus, ii.294., 
Antigonus-Lieutenant over Lydia and Phrygia, 219. Defeats the 

Persians, 3.52. Reduces Lycaonia, 38l. 
Antipater-Viceroy of Macedon, 177. Defeats Agis, ii.70. His 

dissensions with Olympias, ii. 396. Recalled, ii.395. 
Apelles-Exclusively permitted to depict Alexander, '14. Used 

four colours, U8. Price of his Alexander and Venus, 214. 

Receives Campaspe in marriage, 215. Doubtful Anecdotes re

.. 5pccting, 215. 
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Apophthegms of anonymous persons-A musician, 28; a Persian 
ambassador, 18. 

Arabia-North-western frontier scoured by Alexander, 361. South
'eastern touched, ii. 403. 

ArabittP-ii. 365. 

Arachosia-ii. 155, ii., 346, ii. 369. 


.Arbela-406, 408, ii. 3-Battle of, 444. 

Aria-ii. 98, ii. 100. [And see Sat ibarzanes.] 

Ariaspes-ii. 154. 


Arida'us-See Philip Aridcws. 

Ariobarzanes-Repels Alexander from the Susidian pass, ii. 21. 


His position turned, ii. 28. He faBs in battle, ii. 29. 
Arist(mder, first soothsayer-Offends Alexander, ii. 181. [And see 

Superstition.] 
Aristobulus~An historian of credit, 2. 

Aristonus-Slays a Persian general, 410. Wounded, rescuing 
Alexander, ii. 334. Proposes to vote the supremacy to Perdic
cas, ii.411. One of the council which apportioned the empire, 
ii.432. 

Aristotle-Finishes the education of Alexander, 19. His reward, 24. 
,His natural history, 21. Moral effects of his lessons on Alexan

der, 23. His influence over Alexander ultimate~y declined, 26. 
Armenia-425, 426-ii. 4, ii. 12. 
Armour of Alexander, 186. 
Arosis-ii. 24, ii. 30, ii. 42. 
Adabazus-A fugitive a~ Pella, recalled, 11. Mediates between 

Darius and Bessus, ii. 49-52. His last interview with Darius, 
ii.57. Interview with Alexander, ii.90. 

Artacrana-ii. 100, ii. 101. 
Ascanius-Salt Lake in Phrygia, 261. 
Atharias-Rallies the junior troops, 246. Honorary reward, ii. H. 

Atllenodorus-Revolting, and assuming royalty, is killed, ii. 344. 
Athens-Venality of individuals, 52. Embassies to Philip and 

Thebes, 55. Armaments decreed against Philip, 57. Enlight
ened policy, 81. Measures from the battle of Chreronea, 83, un
til peace, 93. [And see Demosthenes, 141; and Phocion.] The 

Athenians expel Harpalus, ii. 383. Resist Alexander's edict 
toncerning exiles, ii. 384. 
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Attalus (father-in-law of Phi\ip)-Insults Alexander, 99. Infernal 
retaliation on Pausanias, 105. A dangerous enemy to Alexan

der, 115. Put to death, 119. 

B 

Babglon-Surrender of, ii.6. Description of,' ii. s. Corrupt man

ners of the citizens, ii. 10. Satrapy, ii. 232. 
Bactriana-A region, taken largely, evidently compreheuding Hyr

cania: it probably influenced the Indian dependencies; Ariana, 

except Media and Persis; and the bordering Scythians, except 

the Sacre, ii. 51, ii. 98, ii. 100, ii. 102. Bactriana Proper, ii. 16G, 

ii. 168. Revolt, ii. 179. Exiles cut off Attinas, ii. 21:l; attack 

Amyntas, ii. 224; obtain an amnesty, ibid. 
Bagistames, ii. 398. 
Bllttles-Of Arbela, 444. Chreronea, 83. 'With the Geta>, 39. 

Of the Granicu"". 196. With an Indian tribe, !i.304. Of Issus, 
SQO. Megalopolis, ii. 71. \Vith Porus, ii. Q91. The 1'hra

cians, 125. The Triballi, 40. The Tyrian fleet; 372. 

Barzine-Probably the widow of Memnon, ii. 416, note. 
Bazaria-ii. 213. 
Belon-His invective against Philotas, ii. 127. 

Bessus-His rank and ambition, 384, ii. 44. In tIlE' battle of Ar

bela, 424, 445. His conspil'acy-See Nabarzanes. He flies to 

Bactra, ii. 63. Assembling the Scythians, assumes royalty, ii. 98. 
Takes refuge in Sogdialla, ii. 163. Circumvented by Spitamel.lcs, 

ii. 171, is ,delivered to J\lexander, ii. 174. His punishment, 

ii.203. 

Bicon-With other revolting Greeks, returns home, ii. 345. 

Braltmins-Obscure account of their tenets, ii. 269. City of, ii. 325. 

Calanus, a brahmin, burns himself, ii. 404. 

Bucephalus-Tamed, 	3.5. Portrait by ApeIles, 215. Bucepllalus 

taken, and restored, by the Mardi, ii. 93. Wounded? ii. 297. 

DitTerent accounts of his death, ii. 298, note. 

c 
Callisthencs-Answers Cleo, 

cuted, ii. 259. 

Cappadocia-277, 289, 352. 

Caria-23'21 23~. 

ii. 242. Impeached, lI. 250. Exe
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Carmania-ii. 369, ii. 37i. 


Carthage-SS6, 368. Alexander's dC6igns against, 376, ii.376. 


Cassander-176. Anecdote respecting, 27. Rebuilt l)ebes, 152, S. 


Caspian-ii. 88. 


Catenes-[And see Spitamenes.] A memorable archer, ii. 176. 


Slain, revolting, ii. 239. 

Cebalinus-Reports to Philotas Dymnus' conspiracy, ii. 105. 

Celtte-Interview of their ambassadors with Alexander, 130. 

Clwldaans, 259, note, ii. 1, ji. 403. 

Clwridemus-Counsels parius, 280r His precipitate execution, 232. 

Chariots armed ~vitb sithes, 405. fnd~an chariots, ii. Q91, ii. 30-1:. 

Cilicia-Passes of, 291, 303, 304. 

Cintedopolis-An infarpous town, Q50, 

Cleo-Moves celestial honours to Alexander, it 241. 

Cleopatra-Marrif!d to P~l~ljp, 99. Her m~lanchqly death, 115. 

Cleophe$-Queen of the Assacani, submits to Alexander, ii. 276. 
CJitarchus-Stricture of Curtius on, ii. 335. 

Clitus (the lllyrian)-Revolt of, 133. 

Clitus (the Macedonian)-Saves Alexander, 199. At a feast, af
fronts him, ii. 21S. Is slain by him, ii. 221. 

CO~(Jres-His speech to Bessus, ii. 161. 

Canos-Inveighs against Philotas, ii. 119~ JIis speech on ~ehalf of 
the troops, ii~ :317. His death, ii, ~21. 

Craterus-His rank and pripcipal ~ervices, 315, 361, 365, 4S6, 

ii. 28, ji. 37, ii. 200, ii. 212, ii. 239, ii. 36S, note, ii. 369. 

Speech against PhiJotas, ii. 109. A zealous in'luisitor, ii. 1~9. 
His addre5S to Alexander, ii. 33S. Sent to supersede Antipater, 
ii.395. 

CUl'tius-A fatalist, ii. 55, ii. 379. [See Superstition.] lIe rejected 
a prevalent anecdote, ii. 214. Discriminating adoption of historic 
materials, ii. 335: attempered distrust, ii. 30S. His allusion to 
the reigning emperor, ii. 429. 

C!lrenian.~-S93. 

D 
Dtedala-ii. 273. 

Damascus-Surrender of, 336. 


Darius Codomannus. CHARACTER-Personally brave, 162. Ar

rogant in prosperity, 1!)!. Unable to endure honest counsel, 

QSi. Instigated to ferocious acts, 307, 309. Wanted firmness 
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as a leader, 3323, 450. Had probahly acted with energy under 
distress, had his followers been faithful, ii. 46. 

HISTORY MISCr.LLANEOlJS. Elevated to the Persian throne 
by Bagoas, 162. Obliges the perficliouc:; Bagou$ to drink poison, 
164. Prepares for war, 165. His arrogant orders respecting 
Alexander, 191. His overture to Alexander the Lyncestian, 253. 

In person taking the field~ he assembles a new army, ~78. Im
molates Charidemus, 281. Crossing the Euphrates, advances 
toward Cilicia, 302. Rejects the advice of the Greek mercena
ries, 306. His preliminary dispositions, 312, and oruer of bat
tle at Issus, 314. lIe is defeated, 320-324. His queen and 

fitmily made prisoners, 3~6. He hastens across the Euphrates, 
342. His first letter to Alexander, 343. His second, 373. 

lIe assembles another army,' 404. Mo\'~s from Babylon to the 
province of Arbela, 405. His intercepted attempt on Alexan
der's Greeks, 413. His emotions on learning tlle death of'his con

~ort in captivity, 416. His third application for peace, -413. 

His dispositions preceding the battle of Arbela, 424-4Q6, 431;0 

440. He is defeated, 444-451. Enters Media, ii. 3. Des... 
pairing to elude by flight, prepares to combat Alexander, ii. 43. 

Apprised by Patron of the conspiracy of Bessus, ii. 54, refuses 
the protection of the Greeks, ii. 55. Is seized and bound, ii. 59, 

wounded and deserted, by Bessus and N abarzanes, ii. 63. Sup
. 	 ported by a Macedonian soldier, dies, ii, 66: 

Sl)EECHES-To his nobles moving the massacre of the GI'eeks~ 

307. To his army, at Arbela, 440. To his council after his la1.t 

defeat, ii. 44. 

Demades-The captive orator reprimands Philip, 88. Ueleascd, in
fluences the Athenians to accept peace, 93. 

Demaratus--Reconciles Philip and Alexander, 102. 

Demostltenes-Influences the Athenians to 0ppo'5e Philip, 52. His 
motion decreed, 56. Ambassador to Thebes, 57. His reply tCJ 

Python, 66. I~s efiects, 79. He again addresses the Thcbaru, 
80. Directs politic condescensions, 81. The allies defeated, 
86. Demosthenes. for his expenditure on the fortifications, is 
voted a crown, 91. Moves succours to Thebes, 141. A.5sists 

Thebes by individual acts, 142. Applied contemptuous expr~ 
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sions to Alexander, and stimulated the hO'3tility of Attalus, 155. 

He corresponded with the Persians, 210. 
Descriptive Scenery-Rock Aornos, ii. 273. Rock of Arimazes, 

ii. 205, ii. 208. Bactriana, ii. 165. Parks in Bazaria, ii. 213. 
Bore in the Indus, ii.358. River Cydnus, 291. Oasis ofHam
mon, 394. 'Voody tract near the IIydaspes, ii. S03. Vale of 
Hyrcania, ii. 85. Mount Ida, (Phrygian), 166. Libyan aesert, 39S. 
'Voody frontier of the Mardi, ii. 92. River Mnrsyas, 272. 
Mount Meros, ii. 272. Country of the Parapamisadre, ii. 156. 
Level parts of Persis, ii. 24. Desert border ofSogdiana, ii. 169. 
Sea-storm, 301. Thunder-storm on a march, .ii. 233. Vale of 

Tempe, 121. 
Diogenes-His reply to Alexander, lQ3. 

])ioxippus-Fights a duel with Corrhagus, ii. 341. His suicide, 


ii.349. 

Disbanded force-See it counterstated under Reinforcement$. 

Drangiana-ii. 102, ii. 234. 

Dymnus-History of his conspiracy, ii. 102. 


E 

Ecbatana, ii.43, ii. 60, ii. 399. 
Egypt-3.50, 392, 401. 
};phesus-The democracy established and restrained, 213. The 

Ephesians refuse to inscribe Alexander's name on the temple, 
217. 

Ephialtes-Leads a desper:'l.te saUy from Halicarnassus, 243. 
Epimenes-B<>trays the conspiracy of Hermolaus, ii. 249. 
Erigyius-In single combat, kills Satibar:zanes, ii. 166. His death, 

ii.228. 
Evergette-ii. 154. 


Eumenes-ii: 305. His quarrel with Hephrestioll, ii. 399. Funeral 

dedication, ii. 401. 

Euphrates-406, 407, ii. 4. 

Euth!Jmon-His speech, ii. 31. 

F 

Fountai,p, of the sun, 306. 

http:desper:'l.te
http:Egypt-3.50
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G 
Gabaza-ii. 233, 236. 

Gangaridte-ii. 310. 
Ganges-ii. 261, ii. 309. 

Gedrosia-ii.365, ii. S68. 
Gctte-Defeated by Philip, 39. Defeated by Alexander, 129. 
Gordian knot-Cut by Alexander, 276. 

Grecian Iblands-Alternate ascendancy of the belligerents over-92, 

276, 352, 270, 353, S80, 381-383, 402, 403, ii. 68. 
Greece-Estimated force of the confederacy against Persia, exclu

sive of the Macedonians, 96. Force absolutely contributed, 177. 

Philip had en:.laved or subdued Achaia, JEtolia, 41; Argos, 
46; Breotia, distinguished from Thebes, 49; Corinth, 41; Lo

cris, 49, 54; Megara, Messenia, 46; Phocis, 49 ;, Sicyonia, 46; 
Thessaly, 44; with Thebes and Athens, 90: and, though unable 
to gain over Arcarlia, 96, harl detached it from Sparta, 47. And 
had caused Macedon to be adopted as a Grecian state, 45, 50. 
Elected leader, 96. 

Alexander voted captain-general, 122. Revolt of Thebes
See Thebes. Hostile will of other states, 156, 158. Adulation 
and temporizing spirit, 38t. 

War commenced by Sparta-See Sparta. 

Edict for recalling the exiles resisted by Athens only, 38S. 
Greek Colonies-In Asia Minor, generally impatient of servitude to 

the Persians, 95, 214. Districts of iEolis, Ionia, Doris, 18!.!. 
Cities of Clazomenre, Erythrre, 219, Teos, 220, Smyrna, 218. 

Ephesus, 113, Miletus, 221, Myndus, 236, Halicarnassns, '231. 

Detached cities which resisted AleJi..ander-Lampsacus, 188; 

Zeliti, 207; Solre, 302. Semiharbarous colony; Sidetre, 263. 
In Assyria and Ariana- Gortuans, . 4~5; Celonre, ii. 398! 

Hecatompylos, ii. 18; nranchidre, ii. 173. 
In India-Nysa, ii. 272; Sohii, ii. 324. 
Planted by Alexander-[And see Alexander-CITIEs] Cap

tive Greeks, in Persis, ii.34. New colonies near Bactra revolt, 

ii.343. 
Greek Mercenaries (under Darius)-166, 279, 283, 306. Divisions 

perfidious, 251, 349. Generally faithful and brave, 200, 223, 

3Ql, note, 342, ii. 53, ii. 59. [And see ][emllon, Ephialtes.] 

Their counsel rejected, 301. 
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Greeks mutilated (Possibly mercenaries whom Ochus had mutilated 
for acting in Memnon's revolt?]-ii. 30. 

II 

lIammqn-Grm'c of, $94; citadel, 395; fountain; 396; oracle, 397. 
Harpallls-Ahsconds with treasure~, ii. 382. His enterprise and 

tull, ii. 383. 
Hector, a son of Parmenio-Ilis ac~idental death, 402. 
Hellanica-Fo~ter-lllother of Alexander, 12, 222, ii. 215; ii. 223. 
Ilephlfstion-456, ii. ~Q4, ii. 210, ii.282, ii: 308, ii.365., Confi

dant and Mt!lltor of Alexander, 331, ii. 396. Hi" disposal of 
the crown of Sidon, 3·16. 'Vith Craterus and Crenos~ counsels 
the torture of Philotus, ii. 129. Marries one of Darius' daugh

. ters, ii. 392, note. His quarrel with Eumenes, ii. 398. DeatlJ, 
. ,ii. 400. 

Hermolulls-IIi9 conspiracy, ii.246. Invective, ii. 251.' Execu
,tion" ii. ~59. 

JIis(o;'ians (cOl~temporary of Alexander)-Aristobulus and ?tolemy 
entitled to chief credit,;2. Curtius hints apparently that 
Prolemy was an egotisr, ii. 335. Clitarchus and Timagenes cen ...· 
sured by Curtius, ibid. . 

Homer-Venerated by Alexand'er, 32. 


Hydaspes~ii. 286, ii. ~31, ii. 289, ~i. 324, ii. 326. Skirmish in, 

ii.288. 

lIypasis-ii. 308, ii. 309. 
Hyperides-His motion decreed by the Athenians, 90. 
HYl'cania, ii: 84, ii. 85, ii. 81, ii. 88. Satrap, ii. 89. 

H!lst(lsp'es~'Vife ?~, Alexander's generosity to, ii. ~16. 

I & J 

Jassus, a native of-Carried by a tame d~iphi~, 2Q5. 

Ja:rarfes-ii. 174, ii. 179, ii. 1B2. 

Jerusalem-Visited hy Alexander? 260, Q57, note. 
Il!!ll'ia-Ret~ospect .of its history during Philip;s reign, 132. 
india-Little known to the ancients, ii. 260, note. Extended by 

Curtius westward, as fur perhaps as Alexandria, ii. 206, ii. 270. 

Imperfect account of, ii. ~61~210. Productions, ii. 263. Ele

phants, ibid. Dogs, ii. SOl. Manncri and dress of the inhabit~ 
~Ilts) ii. 2641 ii. :306. 



INDEX. 497 

:&dus, if. ~61, ii. 282, ii. 326. Violence of the bore, ii. 358. 

L 
Lacedttmonians-See Sparta. 
Leonidas-A Tutor ofAlexander; 12. His reproof ofAlexander, 16. 
Leonnatus-ii. 294, ii. 363, ii. 366, ii. 368. Sent 1.0 console the 

capth'e queens, 329. Wounded protecting Alexander, ii. 334~ 
Conjointly with Perdiccas; guardian for Roxana's unborn son, 
ii.-421. Withdraws, with the horse, from Philip Aridreus, 
ii.423. One of the Nine who apportioned the empire, ii.43'J. 

Lycurgus-Arraigns Lysicles, commander at Chreronea, 91. 
Lydia, 212, 219, 249. 
Lysiclek-His military error, 85. _His punis~ment, 9Z., 

Ilysimachus (Tutor to Alexander)-12. Calls his pupil Achilles, 19. 
Lysimacllus (of Pella)-ii. 214. One of the Nine "ho apportioned 

the empire, ii. 432. 
Lysippus-Statuary ~f Alexander in bl~onze, 14. His twenty-five 

companions, 202. 

~1 

llfacedoni(i-Penury of, at Philip's accession, 42. 'Its Limits under 
Philip, 43 • 

.ilIacedonian army-Its materials nnd character, 176, 111, 280. 
Phalanx, 280, 193. Sarissophori, 447. Argyraspides, 43.s, and 
note; perhaps a division of the target~ers or midd)e-amled, 
ii.197. Light-infantry, 194. Archers, 191. Slitigers, 315.-, 

Friends or Companions, 202. Cataphracts,196. Agemata, 484. 

Dimachre or dragoons, 196, ii. 61. Horsemen armed with 
pikes, 193. Mounted archers, ii. 296. l\~issile-engines, 138; 
rams, 374; and moveable turrets, 386. Miners, .ibid. Guards 
of the Presence, or captains of the body-guard, ii.140. Friends, 
used for captains of the Friends, ii. 111. Lancebearers, ii. 111, 

ii. 11~, ii.140, note. Royal band, ii. 24;5. Body-guardc, ii. 203, 

ii.389, ii. 397. ChiJiarcbre, ii. 13. [And see Reiiforcement$.] 

,lUacedonian Customs-Nuptial ceremony, ii.9gB. Tracing a city's 
,'foundations,401. Lustration of the arnly, ii.430: Punishment 
. of traitors, ii. 129, ii. 135. . Tribunal for capi,tal offences) ii. 112. 

, Controul over the king's recreations; ii. !l15.' 

Macedonian Empi1'e-Division of, ii. 432. 

YOLo U. 
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Macedonian Na1J!I-trnder Philip, 51. Under Alexander-See 
Navy. 

Malli-ii.321, ii.350, ii. 311. [And see Ox,Ydraclt.] 
Maracanda-ii. 178, ii. 132, ii.201, ii.224. 
Mardi-Persic, ii. 38. Hyrcaruan, ii. 91; defeated, ii. 92. Take 

Bucephalus: restore him, ii. 93. Surrender, ii. 94 :-New sa· 
trap, ii. 232. 

Marginia (capital ofMargiana ?)-ii. 204. Attinasgovernor? ii.212. 
lltlazltus-401, 408, 424, 427, 451, ii.6. 
Media, ii. 17, ii. 111, ii. 149, ii. 232, ii. 399. 
llfegareans-Vote the freedom of the city to Alexander, 158. 
llfeleager-315, 434, ii. 131. Sneers at Alexander's liberality to 

Taxiles, ii. 285. His Invective against Perdiccas, ii. 418. In 
opposition, makes Aridreus king; ii. 421. Orders the arrest of 
Perdiccas, i1. 42·1. Circumvented, 430; is slain, 432. 

llemnon (ofRhodes)-At Pella, 11. Pardoned by Oehus, and re
called, 18. Commander of Greeks hired by Darius, 166. His 
talents, 193, enlarged commission, and character, 231, 241. His 
advice had been rejected, 188. Defence at Ihlicarnassus, 237 

-247. Operations in the lEgenn, 268. Death,269. His widow 
and son made captive, 339 . 

.Jlferos (mou~t)-Bacchanalian rev~l on, ii. 273 • 

.ilIllsicant-ii.351, ii. 353. 

N 

Nabarzanes-His audacious proposal to Darius, ii. 48. In concert 
with Bessus,-he carries off his troops, ii. 49; countcl-feits peni
tence and submission, ~i. 52; seizes Darius, ii. 59;' wQunds and 
abandons him, ii.63. . Flies to.Hyrcania, ibid." N egociatcs with 
Alexander, ii. 85. Surrendering, is pardoned, ii. 94-. . 

Navy or Alexander-:-Macedonian fleet}- 181, 2!l2, 2~T, 231, 3520t 

. Confederate fleet from. Cyprus, &c. 364, 365, note, ii. 101 • 

. Fleet built and collected.in India, ii. SO~, ii. 3~1. [And see 
Nearchus.) Projected ~eet fot coasting Arabia, .ii. 377, 

Near,chus-Detached to explore the Indian sea, ii.364. Lands in 
Catma~ia, ii. 375. ,Sent back to conduct the fleet, ji. 316. 
Warns Alexallder. not to enter Babylon, ii. 40Q.. Hi.s speech fOll 

Hercules, ii.416. .Oue of We Nine who ~I>po.rtioDed the empire, 
ii, 433. . 

http:collected.in
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Nicanor, a:son ofParmenio-Dies suddenly, ii. 99. 
Nicomachus-Employs his brother to divulge the plot of DymQus, 

ii. 105. 
Nistei-Hol'ses b~ed on the Nisrean plains, ii. 399. 

o 
OC/tUS (river)-ii. ~04. 
Olympias-Repudiated, 98. Retires to Illyria, 100. Retunls to 

Pella, 103. Her malice, ibid. displayed 011 Philip's fall, 112. 

Her revenge on Cleopatra, 113. Murder of Cleopatra's infant 
child and relatives, ihid. Dissensiolls with Antipater, ii. 396. 

Raillery of Alexander's vanity, 7. 
O{vnthus-Restoration of, to reward Aristotle, 25. 
Oritte-ii. 365, ii. 369. 
Orsines, 424, ii. 377. His liberality, ibid. His· catastrophe, 

ii.380. 
O.l'artes-Influences the surrender, of Sysimithres, ii. 226. Enter

tains Alexander, who marries his daughter, ii. 237. Impeached, 
is acquItted, ii. 3.1)2. 

Oxathres-Brother of Darius, 322. In the band of Friends, ii. 71. 

Oxus-ii.170, ii.204. 

Ox!/dract.e-AUied with the Malli, ii. 327. Their army dispersed, 


ii. 329. City stonned, ii. S31. Embassy from, ii.345. 

p 
Paphlagonia, ~77, 352. 
Part.etacene-ii. 60, ii. 239. 
Parapamisus, ii. 157, ii.159, ii.166. 

Parapamisadte, ii. 156, ii.351. 

Parmenio-9, 107, 176, 196, 315, 324" 335, 431, 445, 451,452, 

ii.31. An instrument against Attalus, 119. His secret infor
mation, 253, 298. His counsel disapproved by Alexander, 
169, 195, 229, 4~O, 430; followed, 304, 414. Commander in 
Media, ii.l11. [None of the historians state when he was left 

in this gove~ment, See Add. Supp. p. 511.] Impeached, ii. 133 . 
. Officially assassinated, ii. 150. His character, ii. 152. 

~arthia, ii. 71, ii. 84, ii. 96, ii.368. 
Pasitigris-ii. 18. 

:Pass-Of 'Cilicia, Nol'thern, or by Tauru'l 291: Eastern~ or by 
~X~ 



500 	 INDEX. ' 

Amanus, S04: South-eastern, or pass of Syria; SO!). Embolima, 
ii.282. Artificial at Naura, ii. 225, Susidian, ii. 21. OfTelmis
sus, 265. Tempe, 121. Thermo, 50. 

Pa.~sargada, ii.37, ii.377. 
Patron-Ilis offer of protection to Darius, ii. 54, declined, ii. 55. 

Pattala, ii. 355. 

Pausanias (assassin of Philip)-Brutally insulted by Attalus, 105. 
Obtains no redress from Philip, 106. Murders Philip, 111. 

Is slain by Perdiccas, 111. 
Pallsania's (favourite ofPhilip)-Devotes himself in battle, 101. 
Perdiccas-361, ii~ 181, ii. 270, ii. S05-Arrests Pausanias, 111. 

Storms the Theban entrenchment without orders, 144. Declines 
to share Alexander's treaslires; 178. Receives the dying king's 
signet, ii. 406. His speech respecting a successor, ii: 415~ He 
loses the s~vefeignty, ii. 418~ Conjointly with Leonnatus, guard
ian for Roxana's unborn son, ii. 4:!1. Surrenders to l\1eleagerts 
party, ii. 423. Rebukes guards sent to arrest him; joins the ca
valry" ii. 425. Circumvents Meleager, ii. 428. One of the 
Nine who apportioned the empire, ii. 432. Commander of the 
royal army, i1. 433. ' 

Persepolis-ii. 29. Plundered, ii. S6. Palace of, btlrnt~ ii. 40. 
Persian army-Its materials a'nd charac'ter, 278, 280, 285. Great 

part imperfectly arm~d, 279, 405. The horses carried defensive 
armour, 324, 405. 

Persian customs-Sacred fire, 285. Costume ofthe king, 287. The 
Queen accompanies the army, 3.09. Maxims, 385. Wooi 
held in abhorrence, ii. 17. Interludes, ii. 76. Council at ban
que~s, ii. 160. Mourning, ii.410. 

Persian empire-Its duration, 164, 442. Revenue, 180. 
Persis-ii. 24, .ii. 37. [Ccele;;.Persis comprising] Passargada, ii. 37, 

ii.377. 
Peuce.~tas-First to succour Alexamter, H. 333. 'Wounded, ii. 334. 

[Persis] his province, ii. 398. 
P7Iififi (the Acarnanian)-Physician to Alexander, 12. Secretly im

peached, 298. Interes'ting scene, Q99. 

Philip 	 Aridteus-His understanding impaired by poison, 104~ 
Deemed unworthy of the suc'cession, 170. Saluted king in op

position to the nobles, ii. 4~1. Fodorn court of, ii. 426. lIe dis
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plays a ray of greatness, ii. 427. Directed by Perdiccas, de
nGunces his own adherents, ii. 431. Invested with nominal su
preInacy, ii.433. 

Philip (brother of Lysimachus)-Dies from filtigne, ii. 2'20. 
Philip, f.'lther of Alexnnder- -

ApOPHTHEGMS-His object in educating his son, 19. 011 
Alexander's musical proficiency, 28. On his taming Bucephalus. 
36. On the precipitate pursuit of the Athenians, 85. On the 
imlf-brothers of Alexander, 99. 

CHARACTER, as a politician, 43-51, 11. Summary of his 
character, 112. 

HISTORY l\IISCl':LLAN~ous-IIe had made ::\Iacedon powerful 
nnd great, 4; and had made preparations for invading Persia, ibid. 
His felicities at the birth of Alexander, 8, 9. Lette~ to Aristotle, 
11; remuneration of the philosopher, ~4; injunction to A lexan
der,25. Confidence in the early abili~ies of his son, 37, and dis
trust of his impetuosity, 38, 83. lIe raises the siege of Byzan
tium, 39. Defeats the army of the Getre, ibid. Is wounded 
conflicting with the Triballi and Greeks, 41. Retrospect of his 
actions from the beginning of his reign, 42-51, 132. He deve
lopes his designs against Athens, 52; takes the EJatea, 56; sends 
ambassadors to Thebes, 57; gains the battle of Chreronea, 83. 
His extravagant behaviour on viewing the field of battle, 83. His 
generosity to the Athenian prisoners, 89; and severity to the 
Theban, 90. He takes Sam os, 92. Proposes terms to Athens, 
ibid. Is elected general of the Greek confederacy against Persia, 

96. Repudiating Olympins, marries Cleopatra, 9~. Sides with 
Attalus against Alexander, 100. Defeats the Illyrians, 101. Is 
reconciled to Alexander, 103. Detects a treaty for marrying 
Alexander with a Caria~ princess, 104. Unhappy circumstances 
preceding his death, 105-107. lIe commences the war against 
Persia, 107. Consults the Delphic oracle, 108. Ordain~ festi
vities, 109. Is assassinated by Pausanias, 111. 

SPEECII to the Grecian deputies, 93. 
Pbilip (satrap over t~e Malli and Oxydracre)-Slain, ii.317. 

Philippi-Gold mines at, 43. 
Philotas-Information of a conspiracy deposited with, ii. 105. Ne

glects to communicate it, ibid. His apology to Alexander, ii. L08. 
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He is arrested, ii. 112. His defence, ii. 120. His confession Oil 

the rack, ii. 131. His further confession, ii. 133, and implica
tions, ii. 134. Feelings of the army on his death, ii. 137. 

Phocians-Their fate under the Amphictyonic decree, 49. 
P1lOcion-Obliges Philip to raise the siege of Byzantium, 38. Ex

pels the l\1acedonians from Eubam, 51. After. the defeat at 
Chreronea, appointed commander, 91. His advice re~pecting 
Philip's overtures, 93. Exhorts the orators proscribed by Alex
ander to sacrifice themselves, 154. His disinterested use of Alex
ander's friendship, 211. 

Pluygia, 207, 219. 
Pithon-Suppresses the revolt of the Musicani, ii. 353. Attached 

to the party of Perdiccas, ii. 421. One of the Nine who voted 
the division of the empire, ii. 433. 

Polgdamas-Sent to effect the assassination of Pannenio, ii. 148. 
Pol!Jsperchon-ii. 28, ii.. 239, ii. 277. His offensive je~t, ii. 244. 

Nominated provisionally to succeed Craterus, ii. 395. 
Polystratus-Finds Darius dying-ii. 64. 
Polytimetus-ii.201. 
Porus-Opposes the passage 1>f Alexander, ii. 286. Is defeated, 

ii.291. Receives back his kingdom enlarged, ii. 300. Confirms 
Phegelas'report, ii. 310. 

Prasii-ii. 310. 


Prasti-ii. 352. 


Pl'otesilaus-Tomb of, 183. 


PtoZemy-196, ii.289, ii.365, ii. 402. Wounded, ii. 354. Pro

poses a military oligarchy, ii. 417. Joins Perdiccas, ii. 423. 
One of the Nine who apportioned the empire, ii. 432. 

Pyla-Literally" Gates." See Pass. 
Pyrgoteles-Exclusively engraved Alexander on gems, 14. 

Pgthon (of Byzantium)-Philip's ambassador to Thebes, 57. lIis 
speech, 58. 

R 

Red Sea-Portions of the ocean so called by the ancients, ii. 5, note. 
Extent to which Curtius carried the Erythrean, ii. 261. Tradi
tional etymology, ii. 263, ii. 375. 
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Reinforcements and Attenuatio1}s to-Alexander's Asiatic 
Army-

Reinforcements calculated up to the Indian expedition. 

In	filO try. Cavalry. 

SOD· • • • • • • • •• Greek prisoners enlisted, 2QS. 


1000··· .... ::00 l\1acedonians·····,·,· '}250, 273, 277; the 
• • • • • • • • .• 200 Thessalians ••••••••••• , numbers from Ar
• • , • •••••• 150 Bleans· •••••••• • • • • •• • rian, b. i. 30. 

, , 5211, 365; the num
-l000 ........... Pelopp. Mercenaries.· •• l hers from Arrian, 

h. ii. 20. 
~OOO· • • • • • • • •• Greek prisoners enlisted, 382. 
6000· • • • •• 5.50 Macedonians· ••••••••• J 
3500······ 600 Thracians •••••••••••• 391, ii~ 11, ii. 145, 
-l000· . • • •• 380 Pelopp. Mercenaries •••• 
5000··· .. ·1000 Cilicians .... • .. ·...... ii.42. 

1500· • • • • • • • •• Greek prisoners enlisted, ii. 1H. 

• • • • • . • • •• 500 Greek allies •••••••••• 

:3000.. .-···.··· IIlyrians .............. ~ii. 102. 

2600······.300 Lydians •••••••••••••• J 

3000. ~ • ' ••• 1000 " Greek" Mercenaries •• (ii. 208. The word 
, . 5 0 L . . I quoted js sUllplied3000· • • • • • 0 YClans ••••••••••••• '1 r 
n ' 50S' 	 from Al'riun b. i\'.,)000· • • • • • 0 ynans· • • • • • • • • • • • • • ,. 
7500...... 500 Greek allies.......... 1. who omits' the 

numbers. 
30,000*. • •••• • ••• Imperial Persians· , ••• • ii. 239. 

80,400 648.0 Total, 86,880. 

'* .This sum includes cavalry which could not be separated. 
Add reinforcements enumerated from retrospective notice~, or insert .. 
ed on indefinite grounds, and therefore at a low estimate': 

1,000••••• ••• •• Agrians•••••••• •••••• 315 • 

• • • ~ ••••••5000 Babylonians under Mazreus,406, 452, ii.7. 


4-,000.', •• '•••••• Persians under Artabazus, ii. 59, ~i. 90. 
-
85,400 11~4.80 Carried forward, 



Reinforcements and Attenuations continued. 

Reinforcements calculated ~p t~ the I~dial1 expedition. 

Infantry. Cavalry. 
85,400· ••• 11,480 Brought forward. 

, tlfyrCanians and Parthi- J 
5,000 •••• 1,000 ans under Phrata- ii. 89. 

phernes . 
• •••••••• '7,000 Bactrians •••••••••••• ii.314, and pas;im. 
8,000·.· •••• ••• Sogdians,includingNaurii, ii.227, 314. 

6000 •••••. 6,000 Dahre ••••••••• ,. ••••• ~ ii. 189, 232, 2~2, 
, . \ 314 . 

•••••• ••• ·5,qOO Scythre (mou~ted archers), ii.292, 314. 

~P4,400 3p,480 In the last article of the ENUMERATED ~E-
104,400 INFORCEMENTS, are inc1uded-11,000 Im

perial Persians, formed, after long servic~s, 
Total· •• ·134,880 into household troops; and others, not enu

merated, who were intermixf;:!d with the Ma
cedonians, ii. 391, 3~7. 

Army carried to Asia· • •• 41;100 --- to India· •• ·1~O,OOO 
Reinforcements •• ~. ~ •• '134,880 ---Attenuations, 55,98~ 

175,980 

The Attenuations arose from Detachments, includi~g 

pisbandings ~ Losses in battle; and Mortality. 

DETAC~l\IENTS left in the conquered provinces. 

Alexander secured a continuous line from the Hel1espont, 

~nd secured some collater~l points; by the permanent pre~ 
sence of armaments and garrisons; 209, 234, 276, 352, and 
references below. He endeavoured, however, to bind seve
ral districts, by exacting little more than hostages, 217, 
ii. 21; because, to maintain the field, he-was obliged to di-. 
millish, by resumptions to the marching army, the forc~ 

1"'hich had awed the submitting, 273, 352. . 
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Reinforcements and Attenuations contim!ed. 

Attenuations calculated up to the Indian expedition. 

lIorse and foot left in-
Asia Minor 3,000 estimated References above. 

Syria. • • • • • • • • • 1,500 ••• • • • • • 380, 402. 


Egypt •• •••••••• 4,000 enumerated 401. 


Mesopotamia and 1 ." d ..

Adiabene SQ,OOO estmlate 407, 11. 9. 

Babylonia. • • • • • 3,000 enumerated i~" 12. 
,Susa •••••••••• 3,000. • • • • • • • ii. 16. 

Persis·.····.··· 3,000........ ii. 37. 


5ii. 159, ii. 204, et pas-
Hyrcania and five} 5 000 . t d sim; including inva! 

, est1ma e "i rdother provinces I S s~~t1ed m the 
new cltles. 

Arachosia • • • • • • 4,600 enumerated ii. 155. 


Sogdiana •••••• 3,000. • • • • • • • ii. 203. 


37,100 

Media •••••••• The army of 11,llOO was resumed, ii.15S. 

DISBANDED for Europe. 
Greek Troopers. • 500 estimated 

'rhessalian horse I 
r h" fl 000 enumerated 

C Ie y •••••• 

-
38,500-


177, ii. 78. 

ii. 	173. These are as

sumed :to comprise 

the Thessalians, (ac
cording to Arrian, h. 
iii. 19, discharged in 
Media, when Alexan

der had a pressing oc
casion for cavalry to 
pursue Darius;) accor
ding to Arrian, h. v. 

27, discharged in B:lC

triana. This identi
fies it with the dismis

sion in Curtius, ii.11S. 
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Reinforcements and Attenuations eontinttell. 
17,480, the difference between 38,500 and the total atte

nuation, is sufficient to meet LOSSES IN BATTLE, and com .. 
,mOD and extraordinary LOSSES FROM MORTALITY. The 
enumerations of slain transmitted, are too palpably cur
tailed, [see Battles, Sieg es, Skirmishes], to attract us to 
collect the total: the source of mistatement appears in 
ii. 19~, an, instance in which the 'true ~umber may have 
transpired. N or can the aggregate slain be calculated by 
subtracting the extraordinary losses through mortality, 
ii. 156, ii. 171, ii. 235, because the last only is enumerated. 

Reinforcements aftel' tlle advance into India. 
Infantry. Cavalry. 

• • • • • • • • • • 6,000 Thracians.··.·· •••• ~ .. .. .. 
1,000 •••••••••• Probably Babylonians 5l1

•32t, 11.12) u. 382 • 

• • • • • • • • • • • . 2,500 Oxy~rac~ and Malli ii. 346. 

~O,OOO· ••••••• • ••• Persians (from Persis) ii. 398. 


~7,OOO 8,500 Total, 35,500. 

Attenuations. 
DETACHMENTS left in India, Gedrosia, Cannania; not enu.. 

merated. . 

DISBANDED-Ten thousand Macedonians, ii.595. Remnant 
of [18,800] 1\1erccnaries, ii. 38~. 

DESERTED-Six thousand Mercenaries, ii. 382. The Greek 
colonists, ,vho went home, ii. 343, 5, were before sub
tracted from the marching army under DETACHMENTS. 

SLAIN-See Battles, Sieges, Skirmishes. 

Loss FROM MORTALITy-In Gedrosia; not enumerated by 
Curtius or Arrian; deplorably extensive, ii. 368, note. 

RECAPITUL,ATION. 

Reinforcements. Attenuations. 

:EUROPEANS. ASIATICS. EUROPEANS CHIEFLY. 
40,980-enumerated- 45~900 Detached and disbanded, 38,500 
1,000- estimated - 47,000 Slain and dead otherwise, 17,480 -4.1,980 Carried forward. 92,90a•• "" •• ~;, ••••••••••••• ....551980 
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Reinforcements--and--Attenuations recap. 
EUROPEANS. ASIATICS. EUROPEANS CHIEFLY. 

41,980Broughtforward. 92,900.· ••••• •••• ••••••• ••• • •• 55,980 

Subsequent to the lndian expedition. 
6,000-enumerated- 29,500 Disbanded •••••••••••• 10,000 

Deserted •••••••• • • • • 6,000 

47,980 122,400 
Total, 170,380 reinforcements. 71,980 

Detached, slain, and dead 
J\.ccordingtoCallisthenes, cited otherwise, not enume

by Poly bius, XII. x., 5000 foot, rated; probably •••• 40,000 
and 800 horse from Macedon, ar

rived, as Alexander was enteriug Total attenuations •• ' 111,980 
Cilicia. An extant history, as- .-- 
cribcd on its first discovery to 
Callisthenes, is generally consi
dered spurious. 

At Alexander's death, the army might be about 100,000. 
Roxana-Espoused by Alexander, ii. ~37. 

s 
Sabus-ii. 352, ii. 353. 

Sambracce-ii. 350. Surrender of, ii. 351. 

Sardis-209. Information from archives of, Q10. 

Satibarzanes-Reinstated governor of Aria, ii. 98. Revolts, ii.99. 


E5capes to Bactra, ii. 100. ReentersAria, ii.154. Vanl}uished 
and slain by Erigyius, ii. 166. 

Scythians-In Europe, 40, ii.179, ii.184. Their embassy, ii. 212, 
Scythians in Asia-Abii, ii. 178; Chorasmii, ii. 213; D~bre 
ii. 212, ii. Q13, ii. ~32; Massagetre, ii. 212; Sacre, ii. 200, 
ii. 236; Scythre, ii. 198. Massagetre North of the Jaxartes, or 
Scythre, alarmed by Alexander's new fort, ii. 183. Embassy 
from twenty Scythian tribes, ii. 192. Scythre defeated, ii. 199. 

Sieges-of Thebes, 143; Leucadia, 157; Miletus, 221; Halicarnas
sus, 235; Aspendus, 264; Tyre, 3.55; Chios, 382; Gaza, 385; 
hill-fort in Uxia, ii. 19; woody fastness of Hyrcanian Mardi. 
ii. 92; Memacenre, ii. 181; rock of Arimazes, ii. 205; rock in 

Naura, ii. 225; l\1aza~re; ii. ~74; rock Aornos, ii. ~77 i Oxydra,o 
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crean city, ii. 330; city of Sabus, ii. 352. Sieges r~ised-By
zautium, 39; Pellion, 135; Megalopolis, ii.71. 

Simmias-Arraigned, ii. 130. Acquitted, ii. 147. 
Sisines-Slain in Alexander's camp, 305. 

Sisggambis-Mother of Darius, 287. Taken prisoner, with the Per
sian queen, 326. Believes Darius to be killed, 329. First in

terview with Alexander, 331-333. Distraction on the death 

of the .queen, 414. Reserve before liberated fellow-captives, 

446. Offended by a present, ii. 11. Intercedes for the Uxians, 
ii.20. Dies from grief, ii.411. 

Slcirmisltes-ii. ~16, ii. 190, ii. 212, ii. 288. 

Sagdiana-ii. 203, ii. 218, ii. 224. Desert bordering on, ii, HiS. 

Description of Sogdiana, ii. 201. Revolt, ii. 179. Second re~ 

volt, ii. 212. 

Sop/lites-His surrender, ii.307. 

Sparta-Weakened by Philip, 46, 41. Uncorrupt, 47. Divided 

from the confederated Greeks, 96. Letter to Philip, 97. 
Sparta suspected by Alexander, 159; stigmatized, 204·. Agts 
opposes the Macedonians ill Crete, 353, ii. 68; and in the Pelo

ponnesus, ii. 69; falls, defeated by Antipater, ii. 71. Spartan 

ambassadors confined, ii. 91. 

Speeches of Anonymous Per~ons-A Sidon ian, 341. A Scythian 

ambassador, ii.192. 

Spitamenes-Plotting with Catenes, arrests Bessus, ii. 172; and ~l~

livers him to Alexander, ii. 175. Foments a revolt, ii. 179. 

Expels the Macedonians from l\'laracanda, ii. 182. Cuts ofr a 

rlctachment, ii. 189. Is murdered by his wife, ii. 2Q9> who is 
banished from the Macedonian camp, ii. 232. 

Slati"a-Espoused by Alexander) ii.392. 

Stratagems-of Alexander-See Alexander, TACTICS. Of Darius, 


437. Of Philip, 54. Of Spitamenes, ii. 189. Of a Macedo

nian officer, 383. Of anonymous Barbarian commanders, 125, 

362, 364, 370, ii. 212. 

Superstition of the Ancients-Philosophical reflection of Curtius on 

the response of Hammon, 399; censure and raillery of sooth

saying, ii. 23, ii. 161, ii. 185. 

Dreams, 8, 219, 257, 283, 368, ii.355. Oracles, 108, 225, 

275, 397, ii. 25. Credible incident~ construed into omen~" 9, 

110, 124, 127, 151, 206, 209, 229, 284, S71, 386, 401, 410, 
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ih 404. Auguries from incidents less probable, 255, 394, 450. 

Omens raised on incredible phenomena, 121, 149, 150, 252, 

357. Alleged predictions-By Chaldrean Magi, 10, ii. 403; a 

Brahmin, ii. 404. Belief of Manes, 153, 185, ii. 401. W or
ship oflocal genii, 130, 18,j., 311, ii.327. Apprehended judg
ment on sacrilege, 152. Horrible sacrifices, 135, 369. 

SusiL-Its surrender to Alexander, ii. 15. Ludicrous occurrence at, 

ibid. Satrapy, ii. 16. 

Sgria-342, 380, 402. 

Sgrmus-Baffies Alexander at Peuce, 128. Solicits peace, 131. 

Sgsimithres-Surrender of, ii. 227. He reliews Alexander's army, 
ii.236. 

T 

Tapuri-ii.89, ii. 232, ii. 380. 

Taxiles Omphis-Surrender of, ii. 283. His kingdom restored, 
ii.284. 

'J'Iwlestris, queen of the Amazons-Visits' Alexander, ii. 94. 

1'hell'tctcs-His speech, 'ii. 33. 
Thebes-Awed by Philip's hold on Thermopylre, 50. Invited to al

liance by Athens and Philip, 57. Its decree against Philip, 79. 

Hesitates, 80. Decides on hostility, 81. Defeat at Chreronea, 
S3. War \vith Alexander, 140. Blockaded, the city rejects 
terms, 144. Stormed, and depopulated, 146. Alexander re
grets his severity, 1-53; commiserates the Thebans, 204, 334, 
note. Cassander rebuilt Thebes, 152, 153. 

Thessaly-Famous for its horses, 34. Enslaved by Philip, 44. An
ticipated in hostility, submits to Alexander, 1Q~. 

Tltrace-Districts of, seized and influenced by Philip, 44. Thraci
aus defeated by Alexander, 125. Odryssia revolts, ii. 381. 

Tigris-406, 408, ii. 4. 

Timagenes, an historian of Alexander-censured by Curtius, ii. 3$5. 

Tlmoclea-Heroism of, 148. 

Timotheus-Effects of his music 'on Alexander, 28. 

Tin of Britain-In India, ii. 350, note. 
Triballi-Repelled in a treacherous attack on Philip, 40. Defeated 

in the field by Alexander, 128. 
'Triremes and other gallies-Various conjectural plans of, 365, note; 

and Additional Note at the end of the volume. 
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~lO INDEX. 

Tyre-353, 356, 370. Siege of, 355. Sacred prophecy respecting 
the destruction of cbntinental Tyre, 359,. note; prophecies re
specting insular Tyre, 262, note • 

.1'griotes-RepOl"ts to Darius his queen's death, 415. 

v 

Yenetiam-Supposcd to be descended from the Eneti, 271. 
Urians-Their resistance, ii. 18. Alexander's moderation, ii. 2(). 

,v 
Watches-Divisions of the night, 311, note. 

x 

Xenippa-ii. 224. 

z 
IZibetcs-Part of its- course subterranean, ii. 85. 



ADDITIONAL SUPPLE~IENT. 

P. 66, at tlte close.] He proceeded to EclJatana; 
and took an account of"such treasures as Darius had not 
removed. While in ~Iedia, he constituted Parmenio 
satrap of the province. 

Deduced from illcidents in the unperished- part of the history. 

VAlUED TRANSLATIONS. 

Pa. 18, 1. 15. ] It borders on Susa, and 'cxtends to 
the frontiers of Persia, leaving a narrow pass common 
to the natives and to the Susians. 

The different rendering of this passage turns upon the construc
tion of inter see It is illustrated by the next below. 

Pa. 23, t. 8.] These werc pointing out tbe G ~ 

NERAL road, whicb was safe and open.. 

The fonner translation was made from a conjectural reading, per 
:Afediam, proposed by Bongarsius, and admitted into the editions ~f 
Freinshemius, Le Tellier, C~llarins, and Snakenburgh. But the ori
ginal reading, medium iter, construed by Raderus as a Gra:cism~ 
" the high ,or general road," is properly contra~ted with the pass 
through Uxia bel~nging only to the Uxians and Susians. ' 'Yhy did, 
not Alexander take the general road? Because he would not leave 
his slain unburied,-and because he'did not travehls the driver of a 

caravan: his object was to explore and ~ubdue. 
, I 

Pa. 24:,1. IS.] , The Medus, by reason of the "SEA"" 

TOW ARD :rRE SOUT~, is borne along' a less river tlIn~ 
tlIat'lvhich it receives. 

The chief rival readings are ad mare and amar;; If amari Jl.fe
ridiem versus imply as it is now rendered, the SALT LAKE to the 

S. E. of Persepolis, of which no ancient author hl\i been deemed ttJ 



VARIED TRANSLATIONS.512 

afford intimation, is found in Curtibs. Smaller salt lakes have been 
called seas, as Palestine affords examples. 

P a. 156, t. 1. ] Touching Bactriana on the West, 
the greater part of their country bas its aspect toward 
tbe {roien pole; the southern district sh:etches toward 
the Indian sea. 

Pat 204, t. 11.] The Ochus as well as the Oxus. 

By a retro~pective turn in the original, that river which W~ last 
crossed, is the first mentioned. 

Pa. 303, 1. 15.] The river Acesines passed, and 
another Porus overcome, he proceeded to the interior 
of the country. 

Some thus paraphrase the original, ill accommodation to the no
tice in Arrian, book v. Q1. of the dispersion of the forces of a second 
Porus, whose dominions lay between the Acesines and Hydraotes. 
The trallslator, however, does not believe that Curtius intended to 
.record the separate defeat of another Indian prince, by the divided 

import of the single word, superato, which, under any construction, 
e~presses that the river was passed by Alexander. Such would be 
n misetable parsimony of language. 

CORRIGENDA. 

Pu. 13, l. Q.] Dele"" Sittaccne." 
Pa. Q4, 1.6. Parapamisus.] The 

original is Caucasus. Rather 
Tam'us Niphates. 

Pa. 97, I. antipen. Rude-ac
complisllCd-men.] Jllen un
schooled in voluptuousness. 

Pa~ 376, 1st note.] . Oaracia is 
the modern Rismis; Tyrillll 
appears to correspond with Or
muz, as Organa is concluded 
to he Al'ek. ~ee Vincent's Ne
Ilrchus, 2d edition, page 348 • 

• 

ERRATA. 

24, 17· •leaves-laves. 

39, note, 1· •Trogdolytre-Trog

lodytre. 
51, ult·· seize--use. 
78, note, 5· . Dahre-Nomades. 
---- 6· •Nomades-Dahre.. 
98, 25· ·Asia-Aria. 

165, 23· .luminary-luminous. 
249, ~, and ~ Eumenes - Epi. 

antlpen. S menes. . 
322, no~e, 1· ·l\lahmond-Mah. 

moud. 
350, 15· •tributary-tribuary. 
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