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PREFACE

THE two volumes of descriptions which I have already had
the pleasure of preparing have met with such favor that I am
induced to follow with a third. This time I am enabled to de-
scribe the products of my own camera. During my last tour, I
visited Egypt, Palestine, Syria, the Sinai Peninsula, Arabia
Petra, and the Buropean Continent. I conducted the largest
photographic expedition that was probably ever known., And,
ag a result, I brought home a series of oriental and other views,
new and unattainable heretofore. And now, since they are
ready to do their work, I proceed with the next duty of supply-
ing descriptions for the information and help of those who
wish to enjoy and share the pleasures of my wanderings. The
work cost many a long, hard, and perilous journey, but it also
gave me many happy days, when I wished that everybody
might see and know all that I saw and learned.

I particularly recommend the Mount Sinai and Petra views.
They are entirely new to nearly all audiences. Lecturers who
take them up will find my contributions to the Century Maga-
zine (especially November, 1885) of some use to them. I re-
commend that one-fourth to one-third of the slides be colored.
Justice cannot be done to many of the subjects in any other
way. And colored pictures invariably bring applause.

The notes on Palestine, Egypt, and Europe in volumes L. and
IT. of LanTERK JOURNEYS, will be found very helpful in addi-
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tion to this volume. At the request of many readers, I have
arranged the views of Palestine and Egypt into sections of fifty
each, giving in every section quite a complete lecture on the
lands named. No view is used in more than one lecture. All
are entirely different. Together they make a grand pictorial
showing.

I trust the whole may be found useful and acceptable.

Epwarp L. WiLson.

New York, May 1, 1886,
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WILSON’S

LANTERN JOURNEYS.

SINAI PENINSULA AND PETRA.

PERHAPS no part of the world offers a more unique tour than
the peninsula of Sinai and Arabia Petraca.

The living in a tent; the novel way of travelling on camel-
back ; the freedom of the desert-life, where there is no world or
people to consider or consult; the entertainment derived from
the nomadic tribes met on the way, whose character and cus-
toms have not changed since the patriarchs lived there; the
sea-coast travel; the wilderness wandering; the mountain
scenery; the glorious nights; the strange mirage; the im-
prossive associations; the mystery of it all, and the genuine
smack of danger which there is about it continually, combine to
supply a most enjoyable, healthful, and instructive jaunt.

Then, added to all, there is the wondrous interest which
attaches to the land. Among its winding vales and lofty peaks
the most imposing events in history have taken place. When
idolatry and ignorance pervaded the rest of the peopled world,
here a great nation was prospering. Here the school of Israel
was established, and that theoeracy upon which our own code of
morals is based was also promulgated and maintained. Some
of the sublimest poetry and choicest literary productions ema-
nated from this picturesque land, and from its soil the Koran
grew.

As we approach it, after leaving the sea between lands—the
clossic Mediterranean—by means of the great Suez Canal cut
through the land between seas, near where Israel must have
crossed, we are startled from our thoughts of the past by the
shrill, sharp whistle of a steam-yacht. 1t glides cheerfully by.

2



18 WILSON'S LANTERN JOURNEYS.

1. THE OLD WRECK, that relic of the past, stranded
upon the beach, and offers us present help to reach the land of
Goshen. Inm our imagination, then, we accept the offer, and
head for the quay at Suez. What memories of past history
lIoom wp before us now! In sight is Suez. Between it and the
mountains are the plantations of Goshen. Before us the sea
erossed by the divinely led hosts of Israel. On our left, but a
short distance away, we may discern the outlines of the moun-
tains and the desert of Arabia. There, too, looking like mos-
quitoes, are some of our camels, creeping along the shore towards
the first camp occupied by the traveller in the Arabian desert.
Our little yacht now lands us upon the quay at Suez, and we
stand indeed upon oriental soil.

2. PANORAMA OF SUEZ FROM THE HOTEL—
Climbing to the roof of our hotel, we get one of the best views
of the city, with the many minarets and domes of the various
mosques, and here and there a peep into the crooked streets.
‘We have here all the charms of an oriental view, including the
Egyptian mountains beyond. The strange noises which reach
the ear from the crowded streets below come from the people of
all parts of the world, brought here by the Suez Canal. Thus
Suez may well be called ““ The Naples of the Orient.”’

3. THE STREET CALLED “STRAIGHT,” SUEZ—To
obtain a real characteristic view of Suez, however, we must
descend to the streets. Of these, none is more singular looking
than the one which is called ‘‘straight.”” Tt is, indeed, any-
thing but “straight.”” It is always full of life and singular
people from all parts of the world. It is unnecessary to seek
further than among the inhabitants of Suez to see all that is
curious and queer of oriental life. Here are not only the Arab
and the Egyptian citizens, but many of the Bedouin who have
come’ over from Arabia, and the Fellahin from the country.
The eity is squalid and dirty throughout; the bazaars are dark
and uncomfortable, and their keepers noisy and troublesome.

4, IN THE MOSQUE COURT, SUEZ. A GROUP OF
ARAB BEGGARS.—In all of the streets beggars may be found
sleeping in the shade or in the sun, having no other occupation
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to pass away time, and awakening only when they are hungry
and compelled to beg or starve. Many picturesque groups of
these are seen in every direction, but the real *‘ quality’’ beggar
will be usually found flocked with his comrades in the courts of
the mosques. If we visit one of these, we shall see such a
motley group as lies before us now, made up of old and young,
sick and well, but all alike shameless beggars. Little can be
said of their costumes because they are scant and dirty enough;
vet, after all, there is a picturesqueness about these creatures
which makes them well worth a look.

5. FATIMAH, OR THE ARAB GIRL PET.—Many of
the Arab children at Suez are exceedingly pretty and interest-
ing. Their natural grace is beautiful to look upon, and their
manuners are amiable and pleasant. One of these little girls
has been secured for us by the photographer, and certainly she
is as pretty as many of our own American children. Her name
is Fatimah, the favorite name of Mohammed’s second wife, and
a name very much liked in Egypt. Fatimah wanted her brother
to be ““ taken’’ with her, but, lest he spoil her picture, he was
artistically posed where he could do no harm.

6. THE WATER-CARRIER AT SUEZ.—The cities of the
East are not all blessed with an abundant supply of water, and
therefore the gentleman whose picture appears now is a very
necessary personage. In all directions we hear him clicking his
metal or glass vessels together in his hands, and erying, at the
top of his voice, ‘““moyal’ ‘““moyal!l"’ which means water,
water. They pour the healthful fluid from water-skins made of
the tanned hide of the goat, sewed together, and swung over
their shoulders. They gladly sell to those able to buy, but as
cheerfully give to those who cannot afford to pay.

7. A GROUP OF BEDOUIN CHILDREN AT SUEZ.—
These squalid creatures have come over from the Arabian shore
undoubtedly with their parents to *‘shop.”” They are frequently
seen in the streets of Suez. They arg of a distinctly different
race from the Egyptian Arabs, and show it plainly, not only in
their characteristics, but in their appearance. They generally
get very little to eat, and less to wear, but dirt is plentifully
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supplied to them by nature, and they seem to thrive upon it.
Their teeth are always beautiful and clean; they are good-
natured, and seldom troublesome to the traveller; they scem to
be frightened at the approach of our artist, and are not huddled
together very picturesquely, even though naturally.

8. JUNCTION OF THE SUEZ CANAL WITH THE
RED SEA.—The great work of the famous Suez Canal, which
serves to connect two great countries—yea, two worlds—in a
short way, is no doubt familiar to everybody. This section of
it is nearly always crowded with steamships and sailing-vessels
of all kinds on their way to or from the east and west and north
and south. Motley, indeed, are their curious crews, made up,
as they are, of men and women of all nations and tribes.

9. THE QUARANTINE QUARTERS, SUEZ CANAL—
Near the junction of the Suez Canal and the Red Sea or Isthmus
of Suez is a landing where travellers from the east and south
are compelled to stop for examination as to their health and
gencral condition before they are permitted to cross. With the
traveller going eastward, however, this is but a short formality,
and requires from us only a halt for a moment with our ferry-
boat and Arabian crew. Then we may proceed on our journey.
Sometimes very violent storms occur at this junction. The
effects of one of these may be seen in the tumble-down wall
which appears in the picture.

10. THE EGYPTIAN ARABIAN FERRY-BOAT.—The
gea-ride from Suez to the Arabian shore requires about two
hours in a row or sail-boat, according to the wind. The ferry-
boats used by the Bedouin for this purpose are by no means
very palatial, but they are comfortable and safe, and the native
crew well understand their business; they pull lustily, crying to
Allah for help. Although their speed is slow, it is always sure.
It seems like a very gentle way of reaching the desert from the
land of Goshen, but it is the only way.

11. THE ARABIAN QUARANTINE CAMP.—The first
thing we see on stepping upon the Asian shore is a long line of
tents, located opposite Suez, for the accommodation of the
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goldiers who have charge of the quarantine at this point. Ex-
amination of the travellers also takes place here, but it is brief
and without annoyance. The camp, as will be scen, is very
much like one of our own army camps. It is to be shunned by
the traveller as carefully as any vessel lying in port held by these
same parties, for the chance of catching disease in either case is
about equal.

Here we find our caravan awaiting wus, for it was sent over
from Suez by the overland route, by order of our careful drago-
man, He has been wise enough to secure his camels in the
sweet land of Goshen, instead of at Cairo, thus avoiding great
annoyance from fleas and insects.

Varied are the thoughts which come to us now as we first
stand upon the Asiatic shore and look back upon the land of
Goshen, whose waving grain fields and flocks of sheep and buf-
faloes we have just left, and the cry of whose attendants we can
still hear coming across the sea from the ancient home of Tsrael.

The mountains of Attaka on the other side are beautiful to
look upon. It must have required considerable faith on the part
of Israel to exchange such a land for the unpromising country
which they found on the other side. But we need not sigh for
the flesh-pots of Egypt, because here, awaiting our arrival, are
barrels of water, coops of live chickens and pigeons, sheep, and
vegetables, with many delicacies for the table, to say nothing of
cooking and sleeping arrangements of the most comfortable
kind. These make the thing look more like a picnic for a day
than preparation for forty days’ travel in the wilderness. Now
our camels are made to bend their triple joints, and, notwith-
standing their gutteral grumbles, we mount them, while their
drivers, with one foot upon the left fore-knee of the camel,
assist us to our lofty seat upon the uneasy hump. Now, with a
pitch forward and a double lurch backward, and another fall to
the front, the great beasts’ joints are at their wonted poise,
and we are balanced in the air, taking our first camel-ride.

12, AYUN MOUSA. “THE WELL OF MOSES.”"—The
first day on the desert is usually a short one, in mercy to the
traveller. So, in less than two hours, we arrive at Ayun Mousa,
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or “The Well of Moses,”” near the Red Sea coast. We encamp
there for the night. This is a beautiful little oasis in the desert,
and consists of a number of springs of brackish water, with a
few small pools and gardens of palms and other trees around
them, and a few houses. There is evidence, too, that frequent
picnics from the other side are held here by the Egyptians, who
come to enjoy the freshness of the degert air. Upon the top of
a hill near by is a solitary palm. Near this it is supposed Moses
and his followers encamped first after having erossed the Red
Sea. A most beautiful view is commanded here. To the north lies
a vast, level plain of sand ; on the east a lovely range of Arabian
mountaing; and on the northwest the mountains of Attaka,
which grace the beautiful promontory overhanging the gulf.
Their noble outlines and purple tints, when seen at sunset
against the blue sky, with the sea behind, present a scene grand
and sublime. Doubtless here Moses sang his song of deliver-
ance, joined by the bright and cheerful Miriam, Exodus xv.

13. AYUN MOUSA. THE WELL OF MOSES.—Another
portion of this beautiful oasis embodies a number of very beau-
tiful palms, together with several wells of good water which lie
at their feet. We may not state exactly at what spot the chil-
dren of Israel arrived on reaching this side of the Red Sea, but
it may be accepted as a fact that, certainly within the range
over which the eye can wander, the sea must have opened for
Israel to pass by and have closed over the hosts of the pursuing
enemy.

‘We are now surely in the  Way of the Wilderness,” spoken
of in Exodus xv: 23; Numbers xxxiii.

14. THE DEAD CAMEL. WELL OF MOSES.—One of
the sights frequently observed by the desert traveller is the
remains of the poor dead camel, which, finding the amount of
work required of him too much, has had to succumb. Although
once beloved by his master as much ag a child, he is usually left
with indifference to supply food to the vultures, cormorants, and
jackals. Here he lies near the little settlement at Ayun Mousa
—a sad commentary upon the fate of the gentle camel,
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15, THE DESERT CARAVAN. THE START.—Some
1dea may be had of the requirements of the desert traveller
by what is before us. A quaint group, indeed, is made by the
camels and their Bedouin drivers. They are squatted in a group
for the purpose of our better understanding the eompanionship
we may expect during the rest of our tour. Each camel must
receive a share of the load of paraphernalia required to be taken
along, and, besides, must carry what little food he needs him-
self, with a skin of water for his attendants and food for his
master; the last generally consists only of a little barley, and,
perhaps, a few beans and onions. Such a scene as this is pre-
sented to the traveller every morning previous to starting out,
for there is seldom any night travel. The tents are pitched at
certain stations towards dusk, the dinner supplied, beds made
ready, and usually healthful sleep is the reward of the traveller.

16. MARAH; AIN HAWARAH.—This spot has been
considered by most travellers as the Marah of Secriptures, and
is located in the wilderness of Shur. Hereabouts the Israclites
‘‘went three days and found no water.”” A poor spring of bitter
water exists here, overshadowed by a few palms. The name
Hawarah, we are told by Dr. Robinson, means ‘‘Fount of
Destruction.”” Small oases are seen in several directions here
and there. Exodus xv:23; Numbers xxxiii: 8,

17 A WELL AT ELIM,—In Exodus xv:27 we read:
“And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water and
threescore and ten palm trees, and they encamped there by
the waters.”” Whether or not this little oasis is the actual
site of the Elim of the Bible, no one can tell. Tradition says
that itis. Tt is certain that it must lie somewhete not very far
away. A running stream wends its way through the rushes and
among the palms here, and several little wells or springs are
found in different places, certainly large enough to bathe in.
It is a beautiful spot indeed.

18. THE GREAT WELL AT ELIM.—The largest of these
wells is quite an attractive one, and supplies our caravan with
fresh water for another day or two of journey. The wady in
which this oasis is located is Ghurundel, and at this place is
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about six hundred yards wide. Numbers xxxiii: 9. A reflect-
ing and reflected cameleer helps our picture greatly.

19. THE HILLS ABOUT ELIM.—The neighboring hills
of Elim are very beautiful and well covered with desert herbage.
Small clusters of stunted palms are also frequent. The beauti-
ful plant known as the Ghurkud, which some suppose to have
been the tree with which Moses sweetened the waters of Marah,
also grows plentifully here. A little stream which springs from
Elim now follows our course for some distance out towards the
sea, making us a welcome and pleasant companion. Exodus
xv: 25.

20. WADY TAIYIBEH.—This place disputes with the last
one seen the honor of being Elim. The road between them is
down a valley, whose walls of limestone rock, reflecting the sun,
dazzle the eye and burn the face. Even the few springs of
brackish water which are here bubbling up are welcomed as a
pleasant change, not forgetting the groups of palms and tama-
risks which abound. This oasis is not so beautiful as the last
one, and our vote must be cast in favor of the other as being the
most likely Elim of the Bible.

21. THE ENCAMPMENT BY THE SEA.—We follow the
little stream seaward, and soon, on our left, we see the beautiful
cliffs of lava and conglomerate, in bright bands of red, black,
and yellow. In a moment more, lo! the sea is visible again.
Many times during the afternoon a mysterious mirage has
greeted us on our right, and now we understand the reason.
‘We come out to the sea and slowly reach a large plain near the
mouth of the wady Taiyibeh, where 1s placed the site of Israel’s
‘ encampment by the sea.” Numbers xxxiii: 10. The beauty
of the mountains, cones, and cliffs here is beyond conception.
Gold, brown, umber, orange, red, purple, white, gray, and
black are all represented in the strata of varying depth and
domes of various heights. Each moment more color seems to
come. The wady ends here. The little stream gives its life
to the sea, and the mountains seem to stand back as if in awe.
Here, too, is had the first view of Mt. Serbal. Across the sea
the Egyptian bills can yet be seen, just as they were when Israel
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passed by. We are now in Ras Abu Zenineh, named for a
Mohammedan saint. Here we spend the night. Not far from
here, in 1882, Prof, Palmer and his two companions were mur-
dered by the Bedouin.

22. A SEAWARD GLIMPSE FROM ‘“THE CAMP BY
THE SEA.”—An impression of the beauties surrounding this
historical spot is here given, showing what has already been
described of the shore of the sea, and of the African coast,
with its mountaing upon the other side. See No. 21. It isa
typical bit, too, of desert scenery. The sandy plain is now left
behind, and the monotonous level is exchanged for such bits as
are here represented.

23. THE MOUNTAINS AROUND “THE CAMP BY
THE SEA.”—Turning back from the sea, and looking upon the
great wady in which Israel must have encamped, we have some
beautiful displays of the forms which nature has created to beau-
tify this lovely spot. True, it is the desert. Very little foliage,
if any, can be seen, and there is naught about it to cheer and
relieve the eye, as there is about our own mountains; yet it is
all very beautiful. Gracing the foreground is a group of camels
and cameleers, loaded for the march,

24, THE LAST SIGHT OF EGYPT AND THE SEA.—
Before entering the long plain of the Wilderness of Sin, let us
take one more look at the land which we have left. We stand
upon a wide, clear place, level and clean, between lines of sand
and granite hills, and protected on the east by mountains of
wondrous shape. Climbing one of these, we have a wondrous
‘““last look,”” as it has already been called. We include the
place where our eamp was, with mountains on one side and the
sea on the west. We may now in imagination walk down to the
shore, and, following it, pick up shells and pebbles, while our
camels follow us. Often we are compelled to actually step into
the water to get around the projecting rocks. In one place a
regular step-pyramid arises. Again, the rocks are grouped in
long rows of towers with painted roofs, one tier reaching above
the other. The hills on the Egyptian side of the sea look like
gray clouds, reminding one of capri from Naples. They are a
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long time in sight of the traveller. Sometimes these lofty rock-
forms seem to bar the way entirely, but, on approaching them,
a narrow pathway is found by which they may be passed.
Several of our camels have been caught in this view, with a
long stretch of the desert path which took us from the sea. A
long desert waste is now followed, and no point of great interest
is found until we reach

25. AN EGYPTIAN TEMPLE RUINS AT WADY
KENEH., — “Now where?” and “What next?’ are the
queries often put to the dragoman in this richly beautiful
country by the wondering wanderer as he winds zigzag up the
walled passage, climbing all the way, or traverses the beach by
the sea. We now reach the top of a range of hills, and lo! we
see the summit of Mt. Serbal in full view in the distance, and
get our first glance at Mt. Sinai still further. Towards night
we find a quarried temple high up the mountain, It is doubt-
less of Egyptian construction, for here are cartouches of Rameses
II. and others. Undoubtedly this temple was exeavated from
the mountain-side in olden time to accommodate the workmen
in the turquoise mines of Maghara, close by. The old structure
is now completely ruined, and few traces of its original glory are
left.

26. A BEDOUIN WOMAN AND HER CAMEL.—Al
along our route we find Bedouin women attending to the flocks
of sheep and goats. Agreeable to the injunctions of the Koran,
these timid shepherdesses turn from us as soon as they see ug
coming. Occasionally, however, we meet one, and this time
have secured a fair specimen for our study. Her face is always
covered—it being ‘‘a shame'’ for her to show it; but we are
not deprived of securing a picture of her head-gear, which
backsheesh persuaded her to allow to be photographed.

The following is an inventory of her trinkets made at the time
of taking:

First, a lower face veil, in the best Cairo style, to which by
various springs, cords, etc., were attached the following:

Four brass pantaloon-buttons, united by cords in the form of
a Greek eross, on the top of her head.
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Near each temple, a one and a quarter inch iron harness-ring,
one-eighth of an inch thick; a brass button pendent from each
ring; down the temples, at the corners of the veil, two pieces
of iron and brass jack-chain, taken from tourists’ sun-umbrella
handles; thirteen bead necklaces” decorated her swarthy neck
and bosom ; besides these, beads hung from her ears, and three
pairs of heavy amber and two metal bracelets adorned each
wrist; rings were on the thumbs and fingers, and a brass navy
button hung about her neck by a cord ; a huge darning-needle
was stuck in an ugly hair-horn which projected from her fore-
head. Most valuable of all, an unnumbered lot of Egyptian
piasters hung dangling from a mystery of cords which had their
source from the holes of the aforesaid trouser-buttons. Had
she been unmarried, strips of mother-o’-pearl would have been
added to the assortment. There is some excuse, however, for
this tawdry decoration, for the Bedouin woman may at any time
be turned away by her husband. Therefore she practises the
carrying of her property about with her, in order to be ready to
**leave’’ at short notice.

27. THE ROCK OF MOSES. HESEY EL KHATA-
TEEN. —We are now in the beautiful Wady Feiran. At a
sharp angle with the valley, on its left side, there is a large
block of fallen granite covered with a heap of pebbles and small
stones. This is called Hesey el Khatateen, and is declared by
the Bedouin to be the identical rock struck by Moses to supply
the thirsty Israelites with water, as mentioned in Exodus xvii:
6, ‘“‘Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in
Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come
water out of it, that the people may drink.”” This great rock
looks as though it had been separated from the mountain by
gome convulsion of npature. Its front towards the Wady is
about twenty feet wide and twelve feet high, and towards one
end from top to bottom is not only a erack, but a wedge-shaped
depression, nearly three inches wide and one and a half inches
deep, from which a piece or strip must have once fallen; this
depression, it issaid, was caused by the rod of Moses, and from
the crack ran *‘the waters of Meribah and Marah, of temptation
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and strife.”’ And here too is the great plain where the children
of Israel could find plenty of room to stand, and murmur, and
drink, and receive their scolding from Moses and Aaron. The
mountains seem on all sides grand and sublime. Here Mount
Serbal looks on with an all-seeing eye. Numbers xxxiii: 14,

28. A GARDEN IN WADY FEIRAN, CUTTING
RICE.—After passing the Rock of Moses, in about an hour,
the oasig in Wady Feiran is reached. There is no ‘“‘pillar of
cloud’’ to lead us, nor of ‘‘fire’’ to guard us, though the red
porphyry hills near by seem almost like the latter. Now the
feeling comes over one that he is indeed upon the track of a
people led by God. Here abound the beauntiful palms, and pear
by is a trickling little brook. It is a real joy to see such a place
in the desert. As we draw near, we also see the beautiful little
gardens of the Bedouin, and a lad cutting rice in one of the
tiny fields. But we shall have other opportunities of seeing these
beautiful oases in detail, so we proceed with the real earnest
work of the neighborhood, viz., the climb to the top of Mt.
Serbal.

29, FROM THE SUMMIT OF MT. SERBAL, TO-
WARDS EGYPT.—To make the ascent of Mt. Serbal from
Wady Feiran and return, requires at least twelve hours; the
first two on camel-back up the wady, where many colored
blocks of stone are met with; then a hard eclimb up a steep
gorge, of nearly three hours more. Tall cliffs guard the way on
either side, and snow and ice to cool one here and there are
found. There are five peaks to this glorious group, one of whose
summnits it is our desire to reach. If in due season we accom-
plish it, we will find ourselves well rewarded for our labor. On
this point, where we in imagination stand, we can see nearly the
whole of the Sinai peninsula lying at our feet. Our present
view is towards Egypt. Surely, if this be not the mountain upon
which Moses received the law, and whence he read it to Tsrael,
it is moble enough to have that honor. But it exacts heavy
tribute from any one who masters it. It is 6374 feet high.
This view towards Egypt includes the great mountain ranges of
Africa at our feet, the desert, the blue sea, the broad expanse
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of country beyond, with great lines of color, delicate and soft,
reaching in every direction, the winding, changing road over
which we have been travelling from Suez.

30. FROM THE SUMMIT OF MT. SERBAL TO-
WARDS WADY FEIRAN.—This view embraces the whole
of the oasis at our feet, the group of “‘holy’’ hills near it, the
traveller's camp, the battlefield where Amalek and Israel fought,
and overlooking the grand mountains between the winding wadies
which separate them.

3l. FROM THE SUMMIT OF MT. SERBAL TOWARDS
MT. SINAL—Now looking southward, lo! we see the whole of
the Mt. Sinai range, with the wadies over which we shall travel
south and east presently; where Moses lost his way; mountains
in abundance, over which, creeping like great red serpents, see
the curved lines of porphyry. Our Sinai route is mapped
plainly before us; not far from the sea, yet winding among the
mysteries of the mountains.

32. FROM THE SUMMIT OF MT. SERBAL TOWARDS
SUEZ.—Looking northwest towards Suez, the sea-coast is in-
cluded with the route taken by us in our journey hither, with
Ayun Mousa, Marah, Elim, the Camp by the Sea, Wady
Ghurundel, and the mountains of granite and sandstone already
described.

33. FROM THE SUMMIT OF MT. SERBAL.—A further
view was made from the very highest point of all, and includes
naturally the tops of the other noble peaks of Mt. Serbal, east
of us., In the extreme distance the peaks of Mt Sinai, the
Convent of St. Katherina, Jebels Katherina, Mousa, and
Sufsafch are seen. The clearness of the air enables us to
obtain wide views in every direction; no one can tell how far
distant. Certainly from the Gulf of Akabah on one side and
the Gulf of Suez on the other, with myriads of mountaing
between which seem to be sleeping at our feet. We are higher
than any of them.

34. THE GORGE; DESCENDING MT. SERBAL—Now
descending the mountain by means of a great gorge between two
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of the highest peaks, we stop a moment as we descend and lock
back. Our jocular dragoman calls this ““‘a good Roman road,”
but it is termed by the guide-books more properly ‘‘The Road
of the Sweater,” for such indeed it is. Observe the great cliff
on the one side nearly three thousand feet perpendicular, up
which no person could possibly climb; then see the more broken
outlines on the other side. Between is the awful gorge paved
with masses of immense rocks and rocky debris of all colors and
shapes. It gives, too, a magnificent view, and depicts the trials
of the traveller as he descends. The climb up as well as down
seemed interminable, and can only be done cautiously step by
step. The traveller will often feel thankful in making such a
descent that he has the protection of good American boots,
rather than the naked feet of the Arab, to help him along.
The bare feet of the guides are torn and lacerated terribly before
the end of the journey is reached and the camels are again
mounted. If we are happy in our choice of the time of day,
as we look back upon Mt. Serbal we shall see the setting sun
tipping the five great peaks with glorious crimson. This lasts
but a moment, and then the light goes out, the wady grows
cool, and we are glad to reach our camp again by the light of
the moon. There Abdullah has prepared a comfortable meal,
with a good bed to follow.

35. JEBEL ET TAHOONEH. WADY FEIRAN.—On
the summit of Jebel et Tahooneh still remain the ruins of an
old church, shown in the present view. It was doubtless erected
there by the Anchorites, who inhabited this region during the
fifth and sixth centuries, and to whom we are indebted for the
historical link which connects the previous and the subsequent
centuries. This is a fine old peak, and in the foreground we see
a bit of the rock and the mountain on which Moses sat during
the fight with Amalek. This bit is of bright diorite and red
porphyry embedded in a mass of green malachite. It was in
this region that Mr. Ebers, the famed historian and novelist,
located his enchanting novel, ** Homo-Sum.”” In it he also
alludes to this fine old ruin.

36. A GUM-ARABIC TREE. WADY FEIRAN.—This
tree is said to have *‘stood here in the time of Moses,” though
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none can tell. It is worshipped by the Arabs as the ‘““holy
tree,”” and sooner would they lose a large number of their tribe
in battle than to see it in the least bit suffer destruction. It is
of interest because of the gum which it bears, so useful in com-
merce, and is undoubtedly of great age. It is, perhaps, sixty
feet across and nearly as high, and affords a pleasant shade to
the traveller in the desert. There are few like it in Arabia,
which fact adds to its interest and value.

37. A SHITTIM-W(00D TREE. WADY FEIRAN.-—-
This tree is also mentioned in Scripture, and, although not so
beautiful as the gum-Arabic tree, is still a very fine one, and is
also considered by the Bedouin here as a “holy tree.”” It is
only interesting because of its age and of its Scriptural men-
tion. Hx, xxv:5; xxvii: 1.

38. JEBEL EL MAHARRAD. THE MOUNTAIN OF
MOSES, W.—It is said that on the summit of this mountain
Moses sat when Aaron and Hur upheld his arms while the con-
test between the Israelites and the Amalekites took place in the
wady below. It stands here like an island, being disconnected
from the other mountains, with wadies and plains on every side.
It is covered with ruins of buildings and debris. Exodus xvii.

39. JEBEL EL MAHARRAD. THE MOUNTAIN OF
MOSES, S.E.~This view is from another portion of the moun-
tain, showing more closely the ruins of the ancient buildings,
and giving a partial view of the wady towards Mt. Serbal.
Perhaps. within sight Moses built the altar Jehovah-Nissi.
Exodus xvii : 15.

40. THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE MT. OF MOSES.
—To make sure of getting the real battlefield where Joshua led
Israel against Amalek, our artist has made a view towards each
possible point Moses could cover, all around the mountain, from
itstop. 'This view is the one towards the west, which seems to
the traveller a more likely battlefield than the others, and more
easily covered by Moses from the mountain summit.

41, THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE MT. OF MOSES.
—This view overlooks the oasis of Feiran, where is the brook
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of water which was undoubtedly the innocent cause of the con-
test. Our photographer’s camp is also located here, doubtless
near the old quarters of Amalek; the plain where the battle
might have been fought and the fertile gardens of Feiran are
also seen. It is doubted, however, that the battle was fought
here, since the Amalekites would take care before opening battle
that the Israelites did not enter so far into the wady as to reach
the oasis itself before they gave them battle. If they did, they
exhibited bad generalship. Exodus xvii: 8-16.

42. RUINED STONE-HOUSES. WADY FEIRAN.—
The history of these old buildings cannot be told. It is claimed
by some that they were oceupied by the Amalekites and after-
wards by the Israelites; but it is more likely that they were
built by the Romans near the town of Feiran (the ancient
Pharan) when it was in its glory. Some of them are still
occupied by Arabs, one of whom is seated at his door, *‘ the
monarch of all he surveys,”’ but by no means monarch of the
Anmalekites. The walls seem to have been built without tools,
and the colored stones of which they are composed would make
good-looking houses in some of our home cities.

43, CAVES OF THE ANCHORITES, JEBEL ET TA-
HOONEH.—The caves of the Anchorites, however, are of still
more humble construction. In fact they are excavated from the
rock, and are mere holes. The old hermits who used to live
here, whose history has been made so interesting by Mr. Ebers,
did one good thing at least; they preserved history in this region
for many generations. They deserve our thanks for their will-
ingness to do so, for their homes were wretched. Qur artist
has added to his picture, to improve the foreground, some old
timbers brought here by the freshet. They show what the water
occasionally does in these wadies during the spring rains.

44. THE GARDEN IN WADY FEIRAN. ARABS
GATHERING MANNA.—In this picturesque view we have
another garden scene with a manna tree in the foreground.
Under it we notice a Bedouin seated in the act of collecting
manna. This pretty bit is only one of many in this lovely oasis.
A portion of a very eccentric fence is shown, which is made of
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broken twigs and branches. It is more picturesque than strong,
since material for fences is very scarce in this neighborhood, unless
they be made of stone, which is often the case. Near here Tsrael

murmured because fed with quails and manna. Exodus xvi:
4-31.

45, CLIMBING TOWARDS MT. SINAL—After passing
through the gardens, and groves, and palms, and other trees for
some time, meeting many flocks of sheep and goats on the way
attended by shepherdesses, we again plunge into the rocky desert.
Once in a while Sinai putsin an appearance. Magnificent views
of Serbal are had by turning around and looking back. The
wady is now dreary, hot, and tiresome. Exodus xvi.

‘Whenever the hour of noon overtakes the traveller in the
desert, it is his custom to stop the caravan, erect his lunch-tent,
and take what is always welcome—a rest and lunch. Sometimes
it happens to be on a sandy plain, sometimes by the foot of a
noble peak; while at other times it occurs in the midst of a
rough passage, like the one shown in our picture, where the
camels, with their attendants and the travellers, are seen creeping
slowly down a nugb or stony pass, now towards Mt. Sinai, Such
pictures as this represent bits of life in the desert which are
always interesting and add zest to the experience of tourists.

46. THE MT. SINAI RANGE, FROM THE WEST.—The
thoughtful traveller, with this glorious group in view, now
begins to feel himself very near the *Mount of God,”” and
forgets everything in his contemplation of the majestic scene
before him. He is ascending rapidly the famous nugh Hiwa,
which is a steep, stony pass between the mountains, resembling
the gorge ascending Mt. Serbal, though not quite so difficult.
It is hard to deseribe the first feeling which the traveller has on
beholding this glorious group. Doubtless a similar feeling takes
possession of the beholder now. Exodus iii, xvii: 6; xxxiii: 6;
Deut. i: 6; iv: 10; Exodus xix and xxvi.

47. NUGBHAWA, OR “PASS OF THE WIND,” NEAR
MT. SINAL—When climbing such rough places the kindly
traveller will dismount from his camel and relieve the patient
animal all he can by walking. The ascent of this famous nugh

8
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is full of difficulty, but its beauties are also glorious on every
side. No more rocky road cxists, and no animal can climb it
so safely as the camel.

48. CLIMBING UP NUGB HAWA.—The difficulties of
the climber may be more readily understood by this picture, It
represents the camels making the ascent, slowly, but sure-footed,
and always patient; never grumbling except when they are com-
manded to do something out of the usual way. Such a clamber
can never be forgotten, because of its novelty and the real dan-
ger of it.

49, AFOUNTAIN IN NUGB HAWA, WITH AN ARAB
CAMELEER DRINKING.—Here the traveller finds a stop-
ping-place, for that great rarity in the desert, a spring of good
water, is here. Hence our last view was made, and here the little
spring or ‘‘fountain’’ now seen was photograpbed before the
water was all taken up by the thirsty camels. One of the
camel-drivers is caught by our artist in the act of lapping the
water from his earthen vessel, Arab fashion.

50. DESCENDING NUGB HAWA TOWARDS MT.
SINAI—Now the pass becomes more difficult, and our traveller
dismounts again in order to relieve the camels of some of their
burden. The pass winds in every direction by the sides of the
mountains. These defiles of rocky debris, which at some time
must have tumbled from the neighboring hills, are met all the
time as we ascend the Sinai group. On all sides glorious moun-
tains, bleak and bold, arise, causing the traveller to wonder every
foot of the way. Very few of the passes in our own mountaing
are so rough and rugged as this, and few here are more acces-
sible. It seems as though the camels could not hold on to the
rocks when climbing such ascents as this, but they are skilful,
and very rarely fall,

51. THE MT. SINAI GROUP, FROM ABOVE THE
PLAIN OF ER-RAHA.—As the plain of Er-Raha is ap-
proached, the Sinai peaks appear still more magnificent. The
edge of the “‘plain of assemblage,’” as it is called, begins close
to the highest point of the nugh, then descends towards the
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Convent of St. Katherina, and presents a magnificent view.
One is impressed with the feeling that here or hereabouts was
certainly the place of the assemblage, and that beyond some one
of those distant peaks was where Moses stood when he read the
commandments to the children of Israel. The thing that most
strikes the American traveller is the fact, that although here
are multitudes of mountains and wadies, and here and there an
oasis visible, yet never a stream or the noise of a cascade is
heard. All is quiet, grand, beautiful, and impressive.

52. A “NAWAMI"” (ROCK) HOUSE AND BEDOUIN
CAMP, PLAIN OF ER-RAHA.—Now descending the plain
of Er-Raha toward our camping ground we find one of those
curious homes of the Bedouin, excavated from the rocks. Near
by is a Bedouin camp made of tents, with flocks of sheep and
their attendants close by. These curious homes are sought for
by the Bedouin because of their shelter from the storm at cer-
tain times of the year, though most of the time these curious
people wander about and live in tents. They are very numerous
in this neighborhood, and seem to be quite comfortable, con-
sidering the scarcity of supplies in this wild country. The whole
scene here is impressive, especially if one could observe it at
sunset, when the flocks come home. The ride over the plain is
full of interest, for on every side are mountains associated with
history and with tradition, which cause an unending amount of
thought and pleasure.

§3. OUR CAMP AT MT. SINAL—Glad enough is the
desert traveller to reach Mt. Sinai. He has had to undergo
sundry privations and hardships, of course, during the time
since he left Suez; and although the pleasures are very great,
and he is constantly excited and interested by what he sees, the
flesh grows weak, and he is glad enough to reach camp again.
Here we see him located in his desert home close to the foot of
Mt. Sinai. Here are the dining-tents, the kitchen and the
living tents, and thoge which belong to the caravan; arranged in
front of them are the camels and their drivers, including the
baby camel, which sits close to its mother upon one side. The
young camel is a very amusing companion, and makes up a great
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deal of pleasure for the traveller on the way. Itis constantly
getting behind, when it cries, and its mother refuses to go further
until it catches up. Still all this is tolerated for the sake of the
amusement it furnishes, and the baby becomes always a great
pet. Around the camp here at Mt. Sinai the ‘‘Holy Moun-
taing’’ arise in every direction. The nugb Hiwa and the plain
of Er-Raha are at the left, the ‘* Mount of the Golden Calf”’ lies
between the tents and the mountain opposite. The Sinai group
is behind the camp, while on the right is a mountain rever-
enced by the Bedouin as the place where Mohammed once prayed
to God for his protection. Between it and the camp is the old
monastery of St. Katherina. It is a wonderfully impressive
spot. In our foreground is our photographer, caught in the act
of making the view.

54. CONVENT OF ST. KATHERINA AND JEBEL EL
MONEIJAH.—A whole day devoted to this strange old monas-
tery is little enough to see all of interest there. The approach
to it from the camp is up a hill, which hides it entirely from
sight until it is almost reached, then down again to the valley,
perhaps, in all, half a mile. Great barren, stony, naked eliffs
are on each side of the path, and a great surprise is given in this
dreary, desert, dead place, now, for here is a lovely garden spot
in all the blooming beauty of spring. Hundreds of almond,
peach, and cherry trees are in the full glory of blossom, with
many olive trees in the delicate green of their early foliage.

In striking contrast, amidst a lot of gaily colored domes, are
numerous slender cypress trees, which, like minarets, seem to
reach almost to the sky. Underneath these, surrounded by a
rude wall, is a large garden, now green with vegetable growth.
Beyond the garden is the quaint old monastery, within whose
walls there are space and structure sufficient to support a town.
Jebel el Moneijah, the mountain in the distance, is sometimes
called ** the hill of the conference.”” It is looked upon by the
Bedouin as a place of great sanctity worthy of profound venera-
tion, and they sacrifice to Moses upon it once every year. On
the summit is a small enclosure of loose stones, where they are
accustomed to leave some votive offerings whenever they visit
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the place, The ground is covered with bits of old pieces of
camel-rope and human hair and other relics of the faithful.
Their sacrifices are usually followed by a serenade, which is very
interesting, often musical, and which generally ends with  Oh!
place of Moses' conference, we seek thee and thy privileges.
Save the good folk, and we will visit thee every year!”’

65. THE GARDEN OF THE CONVENT OF ST. KATH-
ERINA AND JEBEL MOUSA.—We now approach the
garden of the Convent and see the beauties which have just
been described more plainly. The view shows in the distance
the cliffs of Jebel Mousa. Striking bits are here gathered in
one view. The heart thrills with the interest with which it is
affected by seeing such contrasts as this beautiful oasis gives in
connection with the rugged, bare, desolate mountain cliffs be-
yond.,

66. VISITORS BEING HOISTED UP THE WALL OF
THE CONVENT OF ST. KATHERINA.—Now we come to
the very gate of the Convent of St. Katherina and knock for
admission, Only a few years ago a terrible massacre occurred
here, when nearly all the inmates of the Convent were killed by
the Bedouins. Then it was that all the gates of approach were
walled up, and the only method of reaching the interior was by
means of hoisting apparatus inside which raises and lowers a
rope from the ground. Thus the visitor, who was permitted,
gained admittance to the Convent over the top of the wall.
Here we see two of our American travellers thus being hoisted
up. Presently we shall see the means employed for this work.

§7. ENTRANCE GATE OF THE CONVENT OF ST.
KATHERINA. — There is, however, another means now of
reaching the Convent, since peace with the Bedouin reigns.
It is by a great gate, which we enter, armed with the introduc-
tion required from the branch convent at Cairo. This is much
easier than entering by means of a rope and the trap-door at the
top of the wal), thirty feet above ground. Entering the court
by this gate, we find a low door from one of the buttresses on
the north side of the Convent. Our permit read, we are soon
admitted to the great and curious interior.
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58, GROUP OF MONKS, CONVENT ST. KATHERINA.
—Entering the walls of the Convent proper, we at once en-
counter a number of monks who reside there. They are mainly
Greeks or Russians, We are welcomed by them and made at
once to feel at home. These gentlemen are secluded from the
world outside of their convent walls and neighborhood, and con-
sider themselves more blessed for remaining thus for a number
of years, or often for life. As a class they are intelligent and
affable, and take pains to make the stay of the visitor pleasant
and interesting. There are some hard cases among them, how-
ever.

59. FATHER GREGORIAN—A GREEK PRIEST.—
Some of these monks are not only very handsomely dressed, but
are also very handsome in person; and it is hard to understand
how men, who are able by their culture and graces to be so
useful and so pleasant in the world, can bring themselves fo
hide their lives in this way. With none was this more so than
with Father Gregorian, who is certainly the finest looking monk
in the convent. It ought to be stated, however, that some of
these men are banished here for a time by their church laws for
offences given, insubordination, etc.

60. A MANTUSCRIPT PAGE OF THE CODEX SINAI-
TICUS OF TISCHENDORF.—This beautiful manuseript of
the New Testament was discovered here by the famous scholar
Tischendorf, and removed to St. Petershurg, where it now is,
and where a copy was made of it and sent back to the Convent.
The portion which is here shown is of the first chapter of John,
and is written in the Arabic language.

61. ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT OF THE GOSPELS.
TITLE-PAGE AND PORTRAIT OF ST. JOHN.—Another
curiosity shown to the stranger in the library of the convent is
this illuminated manuscript of the gospels, which is written on
vellum in letters of gold. Since Tischendorf carried away the
other manuscript, the monks are so very careful of this one that
they will not permit it to go out of their hands. Therefore our
artist has captured it with a page of the manuscript and the
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hands of the Superior of the Convent in the act of holding the
precious volume. On one page is the portrait of St. John.

62. AN ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT, MATTHEW FIRST, WITH A POR-
TRAIT OF ST. MATTHEW.—This is a view of another
portion of the last-mentioned, precious manuscript, showing
how beautifully it is written and how splendidly it is illumi-
nated. The figures are all in color, while the letters are in gold.
The portrait is of St. Matthew.

63. MOSQUE AND CHURCH OF THE CONVENT, AND
THE MT. SINAI GROUP.—Within this old monastery are
many places of interest and articles of value. It contains a
cburch and a mosque. The first with its pretty belfry or camp-
anile, and the other with its old shattered minaret—a strange
companion, indeed, for a Christian church. But for policy’s*
sake this mosque is allowed, for only on consideration that the
mosque should remain here is the church permitted, since the
Mohammedan is ever ready to destroy the work of the ** Chris-
tian dog’’ when it is in his power to do so. In this case the
mosque is the protection. It is seldom used, however, as the
Bedouin generally thinks but little of his mosque. The roof
of the old church is covered with sheets of lead, heavy enough
to break down an ordinary structure; but here everything is
strongly and well made, and not liable to go to destruction. In
the distance we see the Mt. Sinai group towering far above all.
The great peaks seem to stand there to protect the buildings
erected in their honor.

64. INTERIOR OF THE GREEK CHURCH AND
CONVENT OF ST. KATHERINA. —This is one of the
quaintest places in all the world. Here are examples not only
of the strangest sort of architecture, but bits of art-work,
which make up a very curious collection. It includes many fine
lamps of great value; painted altar sereens, patchwork, brass-
work, candelabra with bronze lions at their feet, and a curious
mosaic floor; carved stalls; a pendulum clock, and a large
amount of gaudy tinsel and finery. Usually these valuable
articles are kept covered, but the brothers were good enough to
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expose them to the camera for our instruction and pleasure.
In the rear are several little chapels, where are bronze effigies
of St. Katherina, said to have been presented by the Empress
Catherine of Russia. In another old chapel is a place where
the light comes from the outside through a rift in the rock.
Through this it is said that the fire came and kindled the burn-
ing bush when the Lord met Moses. Exodusiii. The semi-
dome roof of one of these chapels is decorated with a fine
mosaic representation of the transfiguration, and under the
chapel at the place of the burning bush three lamps are kept
lighted continuously. These places are held very sacred by the
monks, and it is difficult to obtain admission to them.

The church service here is most singular and quaint, Nearly
the whole of it is sung. Among the monks we see old and
young, with good faces and bad. The hair usually is as long as
tromen wear it. The monks have fine beards, wear gowns and
high-top hats, are good humored, and never forget to take
ample observations of the visitor while they keep time with
their busied bodies to the singing of their leader.

65. THE CONVENT COURT, FROM THE WALLS,
WITH THE CHURCH CAMPANILE.—Here may be seen
not only the towers of the church, the belfry of the campanile,
and the minaret of the mosque, but also a portion of the
cloisters in the distance and the living-places of the monks.
Also see the Christian cross erected here in this desert place.
These picturesque bits of the interior could be had at almost
any place where the camera was located, and every one of them
shows some point of interest.

66. THE PLAIN OF ER-RAHA, FROM THE CAM-
PANILE.—The most beautiful view of the plain of Er-Raha
{(which we have crossed) is to be had from the Convent wall,
and seems to have been too irresistible for our artist to neglect.
How striking is the scene below and before us, and how strange
the contrast between the desert view and the Convent, with the
great peaks looming up on each side like protectors from all
harm!
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67. THE WINDLASS, AND ARABS HOISTING VIS-
ITORS UP THE CONVENT WALL.—Here we observe the
means employed by the monks for hoisting up their visitors and
their stores to the top of the outside wall of the convent. The
machinery is secure enough, and very effective in doing what-
ever work is required of it. And, like everything in the neigh-
borhood, is of such strong construction as to remove all fear of
accident from defective machinery, or an explosion of the motive
power, for here nothing ever moves rapidly enough to cause an
accident. It is said to be the first passenger elevator in exist-
ence.

68. THE SKULL OF ST. STEPHEN.—In the garden of
the Convent is the charnel-house, where, carefully arranged in
boxes, are the bones of the defunct superiors of the Convent;
and in less carefully arranged heaps, in the rear of the crypt,
are many thousands of the bones of the monks of lower grade.
Among the former, in a place of honor, close by the door, is
the skeleton of St. Stephen, the friar who at one time sat at
the shrive gate on the way up Mt. Sinai and absolved the peni-
tent pilgrim of his sins. Now he gits in the crypt with a wag-
gish-looking skull-cap on, wearing the same benign expression
which it was his wont to wear when in the flesh. Magnesium
light had to be applied to in order to secure even this much of
the remains of this good old man, All around upon the shelves
may be seen the bones of many others whose positions were less
favored. But their companionship is not at all pleasant, and
we retire to much pleasanter scenes.

69. EXIT GATE FROM THE CONVENT, TOWARDS
MT. SINAL.—In order to ascend Mt. Sinai it is necessary to
have an early breakfast and at once start on the tramp up the
mountain. There are other methods of reaching it, but out of
courtesy to the monks, who keep the roadway in fair condition,
we call at the monastery, where we are supplied with one of the
brethren to guide us. He unbars this gate at the base of the
mountain and leads the way. Bedouin men and boys carry our
apparatus and our superfluous clothing, when it becomes too
warm. Leaving the monastery at once the climb begins. Stones
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have been laid like steps most of the way, and yet the clamber
is not an easy one.

70. AYUN MOOSA—THE FOUNTAIN OF MOSES.—
The ascent being mainly in the sun, we are glad when we come
to our first stop. This is at Jethro’s Well, or the Fountain of
Moses. It is said to be the place where Moses was sent to
water Jethro’s flocks, and where he became the lover of Zip-
porah, one of Jethro’s daughters. The possibility of such an
event is brought to our mind by seeing women on the way
attending flocks of sheep. Our ‘“‘brother,” the monk (who
attended our artist), with his slovenly, long hair and beard, is
here made to impersonate Moses at the well, though perhaps
he may libel the prophet a little. Ex. ii: 16-21.

71. CONVENT OF ST. KATHERINA, FROM THE
GORGE, MT. SINAL—Locking back from the Fountain of
Moses we see one of the most attractive views in the neighbor-
hood, of the beautifully located monastery. On each side are
the dark walls of the ravine, up which we are going, while in
full view, far below, is the structure which we but a little while
ago left. 'What could be more beautiful than such a location
for any resort or home? On one side the mountain seems to
be full of light, while on the other it is dark and solemn.
Psalm Izviii: 8.

72. THE CHAPEL OF THE VIRGIN, MT. SINAI—
EXTERIOR.—Soon after leaving Jethro’s Well a halt is
made at the Chapel of the Virgin Mary. It is a small stone
structure, erected to the memory of her whose name it bears,
by the grateful monks whose monastery below she is said to
have cleared of fleas. The riddance, however, was certainly
not effectual, since these lively gentlemen still abound there in
great quantity.

73. THE CHAPEL OF THE VIRGIN, MT. SINAI—
INTERIOR.—The quaint little interior of the Chapel of the
Virgin has a stone floor, colored walls decorated with rude
paintings, and three hanging lamps, one of which has an
ostrich-egg as a part of its decoration. The screen is also
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covered with red paintings and figures, two dragons over them.
This tiny interior is strictly guarded and protected by a lock
ten by fifteen inches in size, its bolt three and one-half inches
shoot, and a key twelve inches long; while the door is only
twenty-four by forty-two inches. A stone cross is over the
dgor. It all looks rather poor and tawdry.

74. THE SHRIVE GATE AND STEPS, ASCENT OF
MT. SINAI.—Continuing our ascent, we cross a deep ravine
which leads us to a gate where pilgrims who wish to take the
sacrament on the mount are given a certificate as to their church
standing, to be delivered at the next gate beyond. On the
stairway we see our monk attendant and our dragoman acting
as pilgrims. It was at this gate that St. Stephen, whose skull
we have seen, sat as porter, and absolver of the sins of the
wicked and the penitent pilgrims.

75. SECOND GATEWAY, ASCENT OF MT. SINAL—
Our artist has evidently passed through the second gateway
before making this picture, for we observe far below it and
through it a view towards the Convent of St. Katherina, which
18 very artistic and very effective. Once through this gate, the
ancient pilgrim was happily allowed to pursue his journey to
the summit, his sins forgiven, and with brilliant hopes for his
fature life before him, as well as a visit to the Holy Mountain
of Moses.

The peak which we are now climbing is one of the three for
which tradition claims the honor of being “‘the true Sinai.”
It is known as Jebel Mousa. Although it has the most places
of note along the way, still it does not seem to fully establish
its claims to further honor. We shall see

76, THE GOOD WELL, ASCENT OF MT. SINAL—
Still climbing, we arrive in good time at quite a plain, where is
a fine walled well. A beautiful picture is given us here of this
well and its walls reflected in the water. It is a lovely spot for
rest, and the junction of the paths which lead to Jebels Mousa
and Sufsafeh, the rival claimants to Horeb's honors.

77. THE CHAPELS OF ELIJAH AND ELISHA.—
Within a few feet of the good well is a double chapel dedicated
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to the memory of Elijah and Elisha. They are here represented,
with a cypress tree, with a portion of the climb towards the
summit included. We step inside and examine the curious

78. INTERIOR OF THE CHAPELS OF ELIJAH AND
ELISHA.—The interior of the double chapel contains a number
of old books, Bibles in Greek, valuable lamps, pictures of the
Madonna, ete. In one corner a cave is shown in the rock as the
place where Elijah concealed himself after he had slain the
Kings of Baal, 1 Kings xix: 11. A portrait of Elijah is also
seen here, painted upon a board, with a gilt nimbus over his
head, but altogether a very bad work of art.

79. THE CHAPEL AND MOSQUE, SUMMIT OF
JEBEL MOUSA.—Now following on the way upward we pass
a depression in the rock, shaped exactly like a camel’s foot,
said to be ‘‘ the footmark of the camel of Mohammed.”” Asto
the other three feet, one was in Cairo, one in Damascus, and
one in Mecca, which fact shows that camels can take very long
steps! This footprint in the rock seems to have been made by
some ingenious monk or Arab. We are now at the summit of
Jebel Mousa, 7,400 feet above the sea-level, 2,360 feet above
the convent. This little chapel and mosque share the patronage
of the pilgrims, and are both revered. There is nothing inter-
esting inside.

80. THE CAVE OF MOSES, SUMMIT OF MT. SINAIL
—Near by is the place where, tradition says, Moges remained
six days and met the Lord and read the commandments, Exodus
xxiv. There are two other caves near, which claim the same
history, but *‘ the one which made the most beautiful picture”
has been chosen by our artist. The views from here are not
grand, because hidden by higher neighboring peaks.

81. JEBEL KATHERINA, FROM THE SUMMIT OF
JEBEL MOUSA.,—Away across from us is seen Jebel Kath-
erina, alsoa claimant for Sinaitic glory. The distant views here
were not found so fine as from Mt. Serbal, and yet they are
very astonishing and very impressive. Jebel Katherina is an
old peak, and well worthy the attention given it by our artist.
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Some revere it as the true Horeb., It is 8,536 feet high, and
the views from its summit are more sublime than any in the
Sinai Peninsula. The colors seen of land, sky, and sea are
enchanting, and the utter quiet of the desert renders the whole
most mysterious and solemn.

82. RAS SUFSAFEH, FROM THE SUMMIT OF JEBEL
MOUSA.—As our next ascent will be Ras Sufsafeh, the near
neighbor of Jebel Mousa, let us first look upon it and measure
its height with our eye, and contemplate the climb which we
must take. Tt is a noble peak, indeed, and strikes the observer
as being much more entitled to the name of the ¢ Holy Mount”
than any other that we have scen. 'We shall look upon its de-’
tails presently and see how the vote shall be cast.

83. THE JUNCTION OF JEBELS MOUSA AND SUF-
SAFEH.—We now retrace our steps as far as the good well
and chapels of Elijah and Eligha, and descending a little to the
left, over a small depression, we find a small chapel and an old
“willow” tree. From this latter the peak of Ras Sufsafeh
(mount of the willow) takes its name. Up from this tree runs
a deep gorge, tremendously steep and rocky, which we now
climb. On all sides and before us are the wondrous glories of
the mountain gorge, cliff, and peak, and, continuing our ascent
in an opposite direction from our morning climb, we reach the
summit of the cliff. Lo! what beauteous views are seen before
us, There, away down below, lies, outstretched, the plain,

8§4. THE PLAIN OF ER-RAHA, FROM THE GORGE
OF JEBEL SUFSAFEH.—Looking down from the summit of
the cliff, before reaching the mountain top, we behold at its feet
a lovely garden full of almond trees and plenteous in blossom;
beyond them, the vast plain of Er-Raha. This is not the oasis
which surrounds the convent, for it is in an entirely opposite
direction, being at the foot of the mountain, on the other side.
Certainly the Christian observer at such a place as this can feel
well satisfied that it was not far off, at least, from where he
stands, that Moses stood, the tables in hand, as he read the
commandments to his companions, who, standing in line,
shouted them to the people below. And there, too, near the
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garden, and between it and the plain, is a long mount, which
might have been the line which kept the people from touching
the mountain of God, according to his command, sometimes
called the ' mountain of separation.”’ Kxodus xix and xx.

85. THE ROCK OF MOSES, SUMMIT OF JEBEL
SUFSAFEH.—After a long and quiet gaze over the plain, we
continue our climb. Turning to the left, we soon reach the
top of Mt. Sufsafeh. Here the Er-Raha Plain is still more widely
spread before us, with such a glory of mountain peaks as can-
not be seen in any other direction. Here, too, besides all the
rest, i a rock which answers, as to size, the expectations of the
Christian traveller, to the one upon which Moses may have
stood. It overlooks the whole plain below, and as we shall
directly climb down to it, we can observe that any one on the
plain can be seen by a person standing on this rock. Here the
unobstructed view from the rock, which is shown in our picture,
for a mile straight down, is to be bad; though not so much can
be seen as in the view from the head of the gorge (No. 84).
Exodus xix and xx.

86. JEBEL MOUSA FROM JEBEL SUFSAFEH —With
the mind full of thoughts of this holy place, we now retrace
our steps and descend to our camp again. On the way we have
brilliant views of Jebel Mousa, and have here gathered one for
our mutual enjoyment. This noble peak also puts in a claim to
being ** the true Sinai,”” and yet it is ignored. As to Sufsafeh,
we must say it seems entitled to the most honor as *‘ the true
Mount of God,” *‘the true Sinai,” *the Horeb of the Bible.”
Exodus xxiv, xxxiv.

87. JETHRO'S WELL, JEBEL SUFSAFEH.—Passing
in our descent again the willow tree and the little chapel, once
more looking, and speculating as to the *‘true story”’ that Moses
got his miraculous rod from this tree, we go on, and, after a
hard clamber, reach in the gorge below, a good spring. Tt is
under an immense boulder, that almost obstructs the passage
through the gorge. This has also been called Jethro’s well, the
place where Moses flirted with the daughter of the old Bedouin
prince, It may be true that this is also that place, for some-
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times one well fails and another one is used. No doubt the
festive lamb and the playful kid of the flocks of Jethro were
fed not very far from these rocky places, and doubtless Zipporah
and her sisters had at this very place that very celebrated quar-
rel with the Bedouin shepherds who refused to let them water
their flocks, and Moses came up to defend and assist them.

88. A BEDOUIN SHEPHERDESS.—With a true knowl-
edge of Scripture history and of feeling for its events, our artist
has here secured for us a modern Zipporah, who has been di-
verted from her work long enough to sit for her picture. With
a modesty, however, which seems to have existed with the
ancient shepherdesses, she refuses to uncover her face, and
merely gives us permission to see the display of gorgeous jewellery
which adorns ber head and arms and neck.

89. SHEPHERD AND SHEPHERDESS ATTENDING
THEIR FLOCKS, JETHRO'S WELL.—Near their rugged
home, and not far from Jethro's well, we found another Zip-
porah or her sister, with her son, attending the goats and sheep
seen browsing upon the scrawny shrubs and gnarled grasses
among the rocks in this pass. Thus it was that Moses and his
fiiends attended the flocks, and in just such places as this. Such
was the chief occupation of the great leader during his imprison-
ment at this place after he fled from Egypt. He wasled here
to secure his wife, as other men are often lead in strange places
to secure theirs, by wise means that they cannot understand.

90. CAVE-HOME OF THE SHEPHERDS, MT. SINAL
—Here we observe one of the cave-homes excavated from the
ro.ck,. such as so many of the shepherds and fellahin of the
Sinai region live in. Here they dwell, in common with their
ﬁoc_ks. Indeed, it is a difficult thing, when one is about to
retire, to find a place to recline, for every spot is disputed by
the frolicsome kids and their more sober companions the sheep.

91, .THE BEDOUIN SHEPHERD BOY, MOUSA (MOSES).
—This _little fellow is a true Bedouin, and doubtless looks as
much like Moges did when he was a boy, as if he were a direct
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descendant. These little fellows are full of courteous man-
liness and amiability, and are industrious, and willing always to
help the traveller. Of course they are human, too, as to the
universal application of backsheesh. Their manners are bean-
tiful to behold, and their teeth are splendid; their eyes are
superb; and it seems as though civilization would entirely spoil
them, if its ‘' improving influences’” had a chance upon them.
Mousa was a lovely boy.

92. A BEDOUIN PASTURE, MT. SINAIL.—A real Bed-
ouin pasture is represented here, showing how among the rocks
the scanty food of the flocks grows; yet they do not have a
difficult time, for there never was any place where there seemed
to be more of happiness and more of content and more animal
gpirits than there is in a Bedouin flock. The traveller is to
them always a great novelty, and, when they hear him coming,
each individual goat mounts upon some rocky point and watches
with the utmost interest the passer-by, while the woman attend-
ing, according to the injunctions of the Koran, moves quickly
away and hides herself from gsight.

93. UP THE GORGE OF SUFSAFEH, TOWARDS THE
ROCK OF MOSES,—With the determination of the artist and
the spirit of the enthusiastic traveller, our photographer, to
more certainly prove that his estimation of things is correct, has
taken for us a view of the gorge already ascended, from the
oasis at its feet. The Rock of Moses is plainly seen, and the
rev