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rHE DECLINE AND FALL 
OJ' THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

PERSECUTION OF HERESY.-THE SCHISM OF THE DONATISTS.-TBB 
ARIAN CONTROVERSY.-A'rHANASIUS.-DISTRACTED STATE OF 
THE CHURCH AND EMPIRE UNDER CONSTANTINE AND HIS SONS. 
TOLERATION O~ PAGANISM. 

THE grateful applause of the clergy has consecrated the memory 
of a prince who indulged their passions and promoted their inter
est. Constantine gave them security, wealth, honors, and re
venge; and the support of the orthodox faith was considered as 
th{' !!.l)st sacred and important duty of the civil magistrate. The 
edic' ?f Milan, the great charter of toleration, had confirmed to 
each mdividual of the Roman world the privilege of choosing and 
professing his own religion. But this inestimable privilege was 
soon violated; with the knowledge of truth the emperor imbibed 
the maxims of persecution; and the sects which dissented from 
the Catholic church were afflicted and oppressed by the triumph of 
Christianitv Constantine easily believed that the heretics, wh"" 
presumed to dispute !ds opinions, or to oppose his commands, 
were guilty of the most absurd and criminal obstinacy; and that 
a seasonab1e application of moderate severities might save those 
unhappy men from th'.l danger of an everlasting condemnation. 
Not a moment was lost in excluding the ministers and teachers of 
the separated congregations from any share of the rewards and 
immunities which the emperor had so liberally bestowed on the 
orthodox clergy. But as the sectaries might still exist under the 
c10ud of royal disgrace, the conquest of the East was immediately 
followed by an odiat which announced their total destru~tion.' 
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After a preamble, filled with passion and rcproach, Constantine 
absolutely prohibits the assemblies of the heretic~, and confis
cates their public property to the use either of the revenue or of 
the Catholic church. The sects against whom the Imperial 
severity was directed, appear to have been the adherents of Paul 
of Aamosata; the Montanists of Phyrgia, who maintained an en
thusiastic succession of prophecy; the Novatians, who sternly 
rejected the temporal e!ficacy of repentance j the ~Iarcionites and 
Valentinians, under whose leading banners the various Gnostics 
of Asia and Egypt had insensibly rallied; and perhaps theoMani
chreans, who had recently imported from Persia a more artful 
composition of Oriental and Christian theology. II The design of 
extirpating the name, or at least of restraining the progress, of 
these odious heretics, was prosecuted with vigor and effect. Some 
of the penal regulations were copied from the edicts of Diocle
tian; and this method of conversion was applauded by the same 
bishops who had felt the hand of oppression, and pleaded for the 
rights of humanity. Two immaterial circumstance:; may serve, 
however, to prove that the mind of Constantine W.lS not entirely 
corrupted by the spirit of zeal and bigotry. Before ae con
demned the Manichreans and their kindred sects, he resolved to 
make an accurate inquiry into the nature of their religious princi
ples. As if he distrusted the impartiality of his ecclesiastical 
counsellors, this delicate commission was intrusted to .11 civil mag
istrate, whose learning and moderation he justly esteemed, and of 
whose venal character he wa.s probably ignorant. 3 The emperor 
was soon convinced, that he had too hastily proscribed the ortho
dox faith and the exemplary morals of the Novatians, who had 
dissented from the church in some articles uf discipline which 
were not perhaps essential to sal vation. By a particular edict, he 
exempted them from the general penalties of the law; • allowed 
them to build a church at Constantinople, respected the miracles 
of their saints, invited their bishop Acesius to the council of 
Nice; and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets of his sect by a 
familiar jest, which, from the mouth of a sovereign, must have 
been received with applause and gratitude. 6 

The complaints and mutual accusations which assailed the 
throne of Constantine, as suon as the death of nlaxentius had sub
mitted Africa tu his victorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an 
imperfect proselyte. He learned, with surprise, that the prov. 
inces of that great country, from the confines of Cyrene to the col
umns of Hercules, were distracted with religious discord. II The 
source of the division was derived from a. double election in the 
churc~ of Carthage; the second, in rank and opulence, of the 



5 OF THE ROMAN EMPIHE. 

ecclesiastical thrones of the West. Crecilian und l\Iajorinus were 
the two rival primates of Africa; and the death of the latter soon 
made room for Donatus, who, by his superior abilities and appa~ 
rent virtues, was the firmest support of his l)arty. The advantage 
which ('recilian might claim from the priority of his ordination, 
was destroyed by the illegal or at least indecent, llaste, with 
which it had been performed, without expecting the arrival of 
the bishops of Numidia. The authority of these bishops, who, 
to the number of seventy, condemned Crecilian and consecrated 
1tlajo:rinus, is again weakened by the infamy of some of their per
sonal characters; and by the female intrigues, sacrilegious bar~ 
gains, and the tumultuous proceedings which are imputed to this 
Numidian counciL 7 The bishops of the contending factions main
tained, with equal ardor and obsti~acy, that their adversaries were 
degraded, or at least dishonored, by the odious crime of deliver
ing the Holy Scriptures to the officers of Diocletian. From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the story of this dark transac~ 
tion, it may justly he inferred, that the late pt:rsecution had imbit~ 
tered the zeal, without reforming the manners, of the African 
Christians. That divided church was incapable of affording an 
impartial judicature j the controversy was solemnly tried in five 
Successive tribunals, which were appointed by the emperor; and 
the whole proceeding, from the first appeal to the final sentence, 
lusted above three years. A severe inquisition, which was taken 
by the Prrotorian vicar, and the proconsul of Africa, the report 
of two episcopal visitors who had heen SEnt to Cal'thage, the de
cr(!es of the councils of Rome and of ArIes, and the supreme judg~ 
mont of Constantine himself in his sacred consistory, were an 
favorable to the cause of Crocilian; and he was unanimously ac
knowledged by the civil and ecclesiastical powers, as the true 
und lawful primate of Africa. The honors and estates of the 
church were nttrihuted to his suffragan bishops, and it was not 
without difficulty, that Constantine was satisfied with inflictillg 
the punishment of exile on the principal leaders of the Donatist 
faction. As their cause was examined with attention, perhaps it 
w~s determined with justice. Perh;lps their complaint was not 
wItho11t foundation, that the credulity of the emperor had been 
abused by the insidious arts of his favorite Osius. The influence 
of falsehood and corruption might procure the condemnation of 
the innocent, or aggravate the sentence of tIle guilty. Such an 
ao.t, however, of injustice, if it concluded an importunate dispute, 
~Ight be numbered among the transient evils of a despqtic admin· 
Istration, which are neither felt nor remembered by posterity. 

But this incident, so inconsidel able that it scarcely deserves a 
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place in history, was productive of a memorable schi§lm, which 
at1licteu the provinces of Africa above three hundred years, and 
was extinguished only with Ohristianity itself. The inflexible 
ze",l of freedom and fanaticism animated the Donatists to }'efuse 
obedience to the usurpers, whose election they disputed, and 
whose spiritual powers they denied. Excluded from the civil and 
religious communion uf mankind: they buldly excommunicated the 
rest of mankind, who had embraced the impious party of Oalcil
ian, and of the Traditors, from which he derived his pretended 
ordination. They asserted with confidence, and almost with ex
ultation, that the Apo3tolical succession was interrupted; that aU 
the bishops of Europe and Asia were infected by the contagion of 
guilt and schism; and that the prerogatives of the Oatholic 
church were confined to the chosen portion of the African believ
ers, who alone had preserved inviolate the integrity of their faith 
and rliscipline, This rigid theory was supported by the most un
charitable co'"'.Juct. Whenever they acquired a proselyte, even 
from the distant provinces of tLe East, they carefully repeated the 
sacred. rites of baptism 8 and ordination; as they rejected the 
vP-olidityof those which he had already received from the hands of 
heretics or schism:l.tics. Bishops, virgins, and even spotless in
fants, were subjected to the disgrace of a public penance, before '. 
they could be admitted to the communion of the Donatists. If 
they obtained possession of a church which had been useJ by 
their Catholic adversaries, they purified the unhallowed building 
with the same zealous care which a temple of idols might have 
required. They washed the pavement, scraped the walls, burnt 
the altar, which was comm~nly of wood, melted the consecrated 
plate, and cast the Holy Eucharist to the dogs, with every cir
cum5tance of ignominy which could provoke and perpetuate the 
animosity of religious factions. II Notwithstanding this irrecon. 
citable aversion, the two p:uties, who were mixed and separat6d 
in all the cities of Africa, had the sam3 language and manners, 
the S1l.m3 zeal and learning, the same faith and. worship. Pro
scribed by the civil and ecclesiastical powers of the empire, the 
Donatists still maintained in some provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their superior numbers; and four hundred bishops ac. 
knowledged the jurisdiction of their primate. But the invincible 
ilpirit of the sect sometimes preyed on its own vitals: and the 
bosom of their schismatical church was torn by intestine divisions. 
A. fourth part of the Donatist bishops followed the independent 
standard.?J the }Iaximianists. The narrow and solitary path 
which theIr first leaders 11ad marked out, continued to deviate 
from the great society of mankind. Even the imperceptible seC't 

I 
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of the Roga tialls could affirm, without a blush, that when Christ 
should descend to judge the earth, he would find his true religion 
preserved only in a few nameless villages of the Cresarean Mauri
~ania.lu 

The schism of the Donatiats was confined to Africa: the more 
diffusive mischief of the Trinitarian controversy successively pen
etrated into every part of the Christian world. TIle former was 
an accidental quarrel, occasioned by the abuse of freedom; the 
latter was a high and mysterious argument, derived from the 
abuse of philosophy. From the age of Constantine to that of 
Ulovis and Theodoric, the temporal interests both of the Romans 
and barbarians were deeply involved in the theological disputes 
of Arianism. The historian may therefore be permitted respect.. 
fully to withdraw the veil of the sanctuary; and to deduce the 
progress of reason and faith, of error and passion, from the school 
of Plato, to the decline and fall of the empire. 

The genius of Plato, informed by his own meditation, or by 
the traditional knowledge of the priests of Egypt,11 had ventured 
to explore the mysterious nature of the Deity. When he had ele
vated his mind to the sublime contemplation of the first self-exist.. 
ent, necessary cause of the universe, the Athenian sage was in
capable of conceivin~ how the simple unity of his essence could 
admit the infinite varlety of distinct and successive ideas which 
compose the model of the intellectual world; how a Being purely 
incorporeal could execute that perfect model, and mould with a 
plastic hand the rude and independent chaos. The vain hope of 
extricating himself from th~se difficulties, which must ever op
presl:! the feeble powers of the human mind, might induce Plato 
tv consider the divine nature under the threefold modification-of 
the first cause, the reason, or Logos, and the soul or spirit of the 
universe. His poetical imagination sometimes fixed and animated 
these metaphysical abstractions; the three a1'Chical or original 
principles were represented in the Platonic system as three Gods, 
united with each other by a mysterious and ineffable generation; 
and the Logos was particularly considered under the more accessi
ble character of the Son of an Eternal Father, and the Creator 
;lnd Governor of the world. Such appE'ar to have been the secret 
doctrines which were cautiously whispered in the gardens of the 
ncademy; and which, according to the more recent disciples of 
Plato,* could not be perfectly understood, till after an assiduous 
study of thirty years. 1:1 

• This exposition of the doctrine of Plato appears to me contrary 10 the IMlO 
iensc uf that philosoQher'1I\ Ulritings. The brilliant imagination which be cUl'I'id 
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The arms of the Macedonians diffused over Asia and Egypt the 
language and learning of Greece; and the theological system of 
Plato was taught, with less reserve, and perhaps' with some im
provements, in the celebrated school of Alexandria. 13 A numer~ 
ous colony of Jews had been invited, by tIle favor of the Ptole
mies, to settle in their new capital. It 'While the bulk of the na
tion practised the legal ceremonies, and pursued the lucrative oc:
cupations of commerce, a few Hebrews, of a more liberal spirit, 
devoted their lives to religious and philosophical contemplation. Ii 
They cultivated with diligence, and embraced with ardor, the 
theological system of the Athenian sage. But their national 
pride would have been mortified by a fair confession of their for
mer poverty: and they boldly marked, as the sacred inheritance 
of their ancestors, the gold and jewels which they had so lately 
stolen from their Egyptian masters. One hundred years before 
the birth of Christ, a philosophical treatise, which manifestly be
trays the style and sentiments of the school of Plato, was pro
duced by the A.lexandrian Jews, and unanimously received as a 

into metaphysical inquiries, bis style, full of allegories and figures, bave misled 
those interpretel'8 who diu not seek, from the whole tenor of hi8 works and beyoud
the images which the writer employ8, the sY8tem of this phil080pher. In my OPlh
ion, there is no Trinity in Plato, he has c8tabli:!llCd no mysterious generation be
tween the three pretended prillciples which he is macte to ditltinguish. FinullYl he 
conceived only as attributes of the Deity, or of matter, those ideas, of which It is 
S101.pposed that he made substances, real beings. 

According to Plato, God and matter existed trom all eternity. Before the crea
tion of the world, matter had in itl!elf a principle of motion, but without end or 
la~v8; it i:; this prinCiple which Plato calls the irrational Boul of the world (uAOYOC 
'IjIvXT1;) because, according to his doctrine, every I'pontaneous and original princi
ple of motion is called soul. God wi8hed to impre:ls form npon matter, that is to 
S1\Y,1. To mould matler and make it into a body; 2. '1'0 re~ulate its motion, aud 
suhject it to some end and to cenain laws. The Deity, III thIS operation, could not 
act but according to the idel! exi8ting in his intelligence; thClr union filled this, 
and formed the ideal type of the world. It is this ideal wOl'ld, this divine intelli
gence, exh;tmg with God from all eternity, and called by Plato toVt; or AOYOS, 
which he is suppose(l to personify. to ~ubstantialize; while au attentive examina
tion is ~ut1lcient to convince us that he has never aSl'lgned it an existence external 
to thl' Deity (hoI'S de la Divillite), and that he considered the A.6yoS as the aggregate 
.of the ideas of God, the divine undel'Standin~ in its relation to the world. The 
contrary opinion is irreconcilablt:l with all his philo,;ophy; thus he says (Tim reus, p.
3UI, edit. Ulp.) that to the idea of tbe Deity is essentially united that of an intelli
gence,oC a togos. ITe would thus have admitted adonblelogo8,. one inherent in the 
lJeityas an attribute, the other independently existing as a substance. He affirm. 
(Timam", 316, 337, 348, Sophi:lta, v. h. p. 265, 2(6) that the intelligence, the princi
ple of order, vvv; or Ahyo~, c:mnot exbt I~ut liS nn llttribute of a soul (1fJ iiXT/.) the 
plinciple or motion and of liCe, of which the nature is unknown to us. How, 
then, according to this, conld he congider the logos as a substance endowed withan 
independent existence? In other places he explains it by these two words, 
E7rtIJTfIf'1/, (knowledge, sdence,) (5ULI ota (intelligence), which Signify thll attri~ 
utes or the Deity. (Sophist. v. ii. p. 29'J.) Lastly, it follows from several passages, 
among others from Phileb. v. iv..: 0. 247. ~18, that Plato has never given to thQ 
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genuine and valuable relic of the inspired Wisdom of Solomon. 18 

A similar union of the Mosaic faith and the Grecian phllosophy, 
distinguishes the works of Philo, which were composed, for the 
most part, under the reign of Augustus. 17 The material soul of 
the universe IS might offend the piety of the Hsbrews: but they 
apI)lied the character of the LOGOS to the Jehovah of Moses and 
the patriarchs; and the Son of God was introduced upon earth 
under a visible, and even human appearance, to perform those 
familiar offices which seem incompatible with the nature and at.. 
tributes of the Universal Cause. 19 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, the authority of 
the school of Alexandria, and the consent of the Jews and Clreeks, 
were insufficient to establish the truth of a mysterious doctrine, 
which might please, but could not satisfy, a rational mind. ,A 
prophet, or apostle, inspired by the Deity, can alone ~xercise a 
lawful dominion over the faith of mankind: and the theology of 
Plato might have been forever confounded with the philosophical 

words V07J(, AnyoS, but one of these two meanings: 1. The result of the action oj 
the Deity: that is, order. the coIlcltive laws which govern the world; and 2. The 
rational soul of the world, (AoYlGTillT/ tjJi'XTJ,) or the cause of this result, that is to 
say, the divine intelligl:l1ce. When he separates God. the ideal archetype of the 
world and matter. it is to explain how, according to his bystem, God has pro
'ceeded, at the creation, to unite the principle of order, which he had within him
self, his proper intelligence tbe Aoyus, the prinCiple of motion, to the principle of 
motion, the irrational soul, the nAoyo!: 1j!vXTJ, which was in matter. When he 
spealffi of the place occupied by tho ideal world, (T01rUS V01ITeI!:,) it is to designate 
the divine intelligence. which is its cause. Finally, in no part of his writings, GO 
We find a true personification of the pretended beings of wbich he is said to have 
formed a trinitv ; and if tlus personification existed, it would equally apply to many
other notions, ~of which might be formed many different trinitIes. 

This error, into which many ancient as well as modern interpreters of PInto have 
fallen, was very natum). Be:;ideM the ",nures \\ hich were concealed in his fi~urative 
style; besides the necessity of compl ehending ns 11 whole the ::oystem of hIS ideas, 
and not to explain isolated passages. the nature of his doctrine itself wonld con
duce to this error. When Plato appeared, the uncertainty of human knowledge, 
and the continnal illusions of the semoc:;, were acknowledged. and had given ries 
to a ~ener<\18ccpticism. Socrates had aimeuat Tuisingmorality above theinftllellce 
of thIS f'cepticism. Plat.o endeavored to save metaphysics, by seeking in the hu
mal! intellect a sonrce of certainty which lhe sensE'S could not fnrni:;h. lie invented 
the I:'ystem of innate ideas. of which the aggregate formed, according to bim, the 
ideal world, and affirmed that these ideas were real attributes, not only attached to 
our conceptiolJs of object8, but to the nature of the objects themselve!; a nature 
of which from them we might obtain a knowledge. lIe gave, then, to these ideas a 
positive exi:,tellce as attribntes: his commentators could easily give them a real ex
Istence as sub",tances; especially as the terms which he Ilsed to de~i~ate them 
aViO TO KUi\.oV, aVTO TO aya~ov, e8sential beauty, essential goodnes8, ent thcm
!\elves to this 8ubstantialization (bypostasil>.)-G. 

We have If'talned this view of the original philosophy of Plato, in which there is 
probab'y much truth. The genius of Plato was ralbl:r metaphysical than imper
~?llatlve ; his poetry was in his Janguage, rather than, like that of the Oriental!.', in 
his concept1oDs.-~I. 

http:Cause.19
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visions of the Academy, the Porch, and the Lycreum, if the name 
and divine attributes (If the L(lg08 had not been confirmed by the 
celestial pen of the last and most sublime of the Evangelists. 2. 
The Christian Revelation, which was consummated under the 
reign of Nerva, disclosed to the world the amazing secret, that 
the LOGos, who was with God from the beginning, and was G06., 
who had made all things, and for whom all things had been 
made, was incarnate in the person of Jesus of Nazareth j who 
had veen born of a virgin, and suffered death on the cross. Be
sides the general design of fixing on a perpetual basis the divine 
honors of Christ, the most ancient and respectable of the ecclesi
astical writers have ascribed to the evangelic theologian a particu
lar intention to confute two opposite heresies, which disturbed the 
peace of the primitive church.:11 I. The faith of the Ebionites,22 
perhaps of the Nazarenes, \13 was gross and imperfect. They re
vered Jesus as the greatest of the prophets, endowed with super
natural virtue and power. They ascribed to his person and to his 
future reign all the predictions of the Hebrew oracles which relate 
to the Bpiritual and everlasting kingdom of the promised Mes
siah. 2

• Some of them might confess that he was born of a vir
gin; but they obstinately rejected the preceding existence and 
diviue perfections of the Logos, or Son of God, which are so clearly 
defined in the Gospel of St..Tohn. About fifty years afterwards,_ 
the Ebionites, whose errors are mentioned by Justin Martyr with 
less severity than they seem to deserve, ~5 formed a very inconsid
erable portion of the Christian name. II. The Gnostics, who were 
distinguished by the epithet of IJocetes, deviated into the ('on
tral'y extreme; and betrayed the human, while they asserted the 
divine, nature of Christ. Educated in the school of Plato, accus
tomed to the sublime idea of the Logos, they readily conceived 
that the brightest ./.Em, or Emanation of the Deity, might assume 
the outward shape and visible appearances of a mortal j 116 but 
they vainly pretended, that the imperfections of matter are in
compatible with the purity of a celestial substance. While the 
hlood of Christ yet smoked on Mount Calvary, the Docetes invented 
the impious and extravagant hypothesis, that, instead of issuing 
from the womb of the Virgin,1I7 he had descended on the banks 
Df the Jordan in the form of perfect manhood j that he had im
posed on the senses of his enemies, and of his disci pIes; and 
that the ministers of Pilate had wasted their impotent rage on an 
airy phantom, who seemed to expire on the cross, and, after three 
ilays, to rise from the dead. 118 

The divine sanction, which the Apostle had bestowed on the 
fundamental principle of the theology of Plato, encouraged the 



11 OF TIlE RO~IAN EMPIU,3. 

learned proselytes of the secon:J and third centuries to admire 
and study the writings of the Athenian sage, who had thus mar
vellously anticipated one of the most surprising discoveries of the 
Christian revelation. The respectable name of Plato was used by 
the orthodox,2g and abused by the heretics,30 as the common sup
)')ort uf truth and error: the authority of his skilful commenta
Jors, and the science of dialectics, were employed to justify the 
remote consequences of his opinions, and to supply the discreet 
silence of the inspired writers. The same subtle and profound ques 
tions concerning the nature, the generation, the distinction, and 
the equality of the three divine persons of the mysterious Triad, 
or Trinity,31 were agitated in the philosophical and in the Chris
tian schools of Alexandria. An eager spirit of curiosity urged 
them to explore the secrets of. the abyss; and the pride of the 
professors and of their disciples was satisfied with the science of 
words. But the most sagacious of the Christian theologians, the 
great Athanasius himself, has candidly confessed 32 that whenever 
he forced his understanding ·to meditate on the divinity of the 
Logos, his toilsome and unavailing efiorts recoiled on themselves; 
that the more he thought, the less he comprehended; and the 
more he wrote, the less capable was he of expressing his thoughts. 
In every step of the inquiry we are compelled to feel and ac
knowledge the immeasurable disproportion between the size of 
the object and the capacity of the human mind. We may strive 
to abstract the notions of time, of space, and of matter, which so 
closely adhere to all the perceptions of our experimental knowl
edge. But as soon as we presume to reason of infinite substance, 
of spiritual generation; as often as we deduce any positive con
clusions from a negative idea, we are involved in darkness, per
plexity, and inevitable contradiction. As these difficulties arise 
from the nature of the subject, they oppress, with the same insu
perable weight, the philosophic and the theological disputant; 
but we may observe two essential and peculiar circumstances 
which discriminated the doctrines of the Catholic church from 
the opinions of the Platonic school. 

I. A chosen society of philosophers, men of a liberal education 
al}d curious disposition, might silently meditate and temperately 
dISCUSS in the gardens of Athens or the libraries of Alexandria, 
th~ abstruse questions of metaphysical science. The lofty specu
latIons, which neither convinced the understanding, nor agitated 
the passions, of the Platonists themselves, were carelessly over
l~oked by the idle, the busy, and even the studious part of man
~nd. 33 But after the Logos had been revealed as the sacred ob
Ject of the faith, the hope, and the religious worship of the Chr.i& 
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tians, the mysterious system was embraced by a numerous and 
increasing multitude in every province of the Roman world. Those 
p~rsons who, from their age or sex, or occupations, were the 
least qualified to judge, who were the least exercised in the habitll 
of abstract reasoning, aspired to contemplate the economy of the 
Divine Nature: and it is the boast of Tertullian,34 that a Chds
tian mechanic could readily answer such questions as had per
plexed the wisest of the Grecian sages. Where'the subject lies sa 
far beyond our reach, the difference between the highest and the 
lowest of human understandings may indeed be calculated as in
finitely small; yet the degree of weakness may perhaps be meas
ured by the degree of obstinacy and dogmatic confidence. These 
speculations, instead of being treated as the amusement of a va
cant hour, became the most serious business of the present, and 
the most useful preparations for a future, life, A theology, which 
it was incumbent to believe, which it was impious to doubt, and 
which it might be dangerous, and even fatal, to mistake, became 
the familiar topic of private medHation and popular discourse. 
The cold indifference of philosophy was inflamed by the fervent 
spirit of devotion; and even the metaphors of common language 
suggested the fallacious prejudices of sense and experience. The 
Christians, who abhorred the gross and impure generation of the 
Greek mythology, as were'tempted to argue from the familiar anal
ogy of the filial and paternal relations. The character of Son 
seemed to imply a perpetual subordination to the vuluntary author 
of his existence; 36, but as the act of generation, in the most spir
itual and abstracted sense, must be supposed to transmit the prop" 
erties of a common nature,31 they durst not presume to circum· 
scribe the powers or the duration of the Son of an eternal and om
ni potent Father. Fourscore years after the ,death of Christ, the 
Christians of Bithynia declared before the tribunal of Pliny, that 
they invoked him as a god: and his divine honors have been per
petuated in every age and country, by the various sects who as
sume the name of his disciples. 38 Their tender reverence for the 
memory of Christ, and their horror for the profane worship of 
any created being, would have engaged them to assert the equal 
and absolute divinity of the Logos, if their rapid ascent towards 
the throne of heaven had not been imperceptibly checked by the 
apprehension of violating the unity and sole supremacy of the 
great Father of Christ and of the Universe. The suspense and 
fluctuation produced in the minds of the Ohristians by these op' 
posite tendencies, may be observed in the writings of the theolo
gians who flourished after the end of the apostolIc age, and before 
the origin of the Ariat;t controv~l'l:Iy. Their suffrage is claimed 
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with equal confidence, by the orthodox and by the heretical par
ties; and" the most inquisitive critics have fairly allowed, that if 
they had the good fortune of possessing the Catholic verity, they 
have delivered their conceptions in 100s8, inaccurate, and some
times contradictory language. 39 

II. The devotion of individuals was the first circumstance 
which distinguished the Christians from the Platonists: the 
second was the authority of the church. The disciples of philos
ophy asserted the rights of intellectual freedom, and their respect 
for the sentiments of their teachers was a liberal and voluntary 
tribute which they offered to superior reason. But the Christians 
formed a numerous and disci plined society; and the jurisdiction 
of their laws and magistrates was strictly exercised over the 
minds of the faithful. The loose wanderings of the imagination 
were gradually confined by creeds and confessions; 40 the freedom 
of private judgment submitted to the public wisdom of synods; 
the authority of a theologian was determined by his ecclesiastical 
rank; and the episcopal successors of the apostles inflicted the 
censures of the church on those who deviated from the orthodox 
belief. But in an "age of religious controversy, everyact·of op
pression adds new force to the elastic vigor of the mind; and the 
zeal or obstinacy of a spiritual rebel was sometimes stimulated by 
secret motives of ambition or avarice. A metaphysical argument 
became the cause or pretence of political contests; the subtleties 
of the Platonic school were used as the badges of popular fac
tions, and the distance which separated their respective tenets 
was enlarged or magnified by the acrimony of dispute. As long 
as the dark heresies of Praxeas and Sabellius labored to confound 
the Father with the Son,41 the orthodox party might be excused 
if they adhered more strictly and more.earnestly to the distinction, 
than to the equality, of the divine persons. But as soon as the 
heat of controversy had subsided, and the progress of the Sabel
lians was no longer an object of terror to the churches of Rome, 
of Africa, or of Egypt, the tide of theological opinion began to 
flow with a gentle but steady motion towards the contrary ex
treme ; and the most orthodox doctors allowed themselves the use 
of the terms and definitions which had been censured in the mouth 
of the sectaries. 4:1 After the edict of toleration had restored peace 
and leisure to the Christians, the Trinitarian. controversy was re
vived in the ancient seat of Platonism, the learned, the opulent, 
the tumultuous city of Alexandria; and the flame of religious 
discord was rapidly communicated from the schools to the 
clergy, the people, the province, and the East. The abstruse 
question of the eternity of the Logo8 was agitated in ecclesia.stic 
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conferences and popular sermons; and the heterodox opinions of 
Arius 43 were soon made public by his own zeal, and by that of 
his adversaries. His most implacable adversaries have acknowl
edged the learning and blameless life of that eminent presbyter, 
who, in a former election, had declared, and perhaps generously 
declined, his pretensions to the episcopal throne. H His com pet. 
itor Alexander assumed the office of his judge. The important 
cause was argued before him; and, if at fil'st he seemed to hesi
tate, he at length pronounced his final sentence, as an absolute 
rule of faith. 46 The undaunted presbyter who presumed to re
sist the authority of his angry bishop, was separated from the 
community of the church. But the pqde of Arius was sup
ported by the applause of a numerous party. He reckoned 
among his immediate followers two bishops of Egypt, seven pres
byters, twelve deacons, and (what may appear almost incredible) 
seyen hundred virgins. A large majority of the bishops of Asia 
appeared to support or favor his cause; and their measures were 
conducted by Eusebius of Cresarea, the most learned of the Chris
tian p.relates; and by Eusebius of Nicomedia, who had acquired 
the reputation of a st.atesman without forfeiting that of a saint. 
Synods in Palestine and Bithynia were opposed to the synods of 
Egypt. The v.ttention of the prince and people was attracted by 
this theological dispute; and the decision, at the end of six 
years,46 was referred to the supreme authority.of a general coun~ 
cil at Nice. 

When the mysteries of the Christian faith were dangerously e)t
posed to public debate, it might be observed, that the human 
understanding was capable of forming three distinct, though im
perfect systems, concerning the nature of the Divine Trinity; and 
it was pronounced that none of these systems, in a pure a.nd 
absolute sense, were exempt from heresy and error. 47 I. Accord
ing to the first hypothesis, which was maintained by ·Arius and 
his disciples, the Logos was a dependent and spontaneous pro
duction, created from nothing by the will of the father. The 
Son, by whom all things were made,48 had been begotten before 
all worlds, and the longest of the astronomical periods could be 
compared only as a fleeting moment to the extent of his duration; 
yet his duration was not infinite,40 and there had been a time 
which preceded the ineffable generation of the LOgos. On this 
only begotten Son, the Almighty Father had transfused his ample 
spirit, and impressed the effulgence of his glory. Visible image 
of invisible perfection, he saw, at an immeasurable distance be
neath his feet, the thrones of the brightest archangels; yet he 
ihone only with a reflected light, and, like the sons of the RO' 
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man emperors, who were invested with the titles of Oresar or 
Augustus,60 he governed the universe in obedience to the will of 
his Father and Monarcb. II. In the second hypothesis, the Logo3 
possessed all the inherent, incommunicable perfections, which 
religion and philosophy appropriate to the Supreme God. Three 
distinct and infinite minds or substances, three coequal and (;0" 

eternal beings, composed the Divine Essence; 61 and it would 
have implied contradiction, that any of them should not have 
existed, or that they should ever ce1lse to exist. n The advocates 
of a system which seemed to establish three independent Deities, 
attempted to preserve the unity of the First Cause, so conspic~ 
uous in the design and order of the world, by the perpetual COIl

cord of their administration, and the essential agreement of thei!" 
will. A faint resemblance of this unity of action may be discov.. 
ered in the societies of men, and even of animals. The causes 
which disturb their harmony, proceed only from the imperfection 
and inequality of their faculties; but the omnipotence which is 
guided by infinite wisdom and goodness, cannot fail of choosing 
the same means for the accomplishment of the same ends. III. 
Three beings, who, by the self-derived necessity of their exist
ence, possess all the divine attributes in the most perfect degree; 
who are eternal in duration, infinite in space, Ilnd intimately 
present to each other, and to the whole universe; irresistibly 
force themselves on the astonished mind, as one and the same 
being, f>S who, in the mconomy of grace, as well as in that of na
ture, may manifest himself under different forms, and be consid
ered under different aspects. By this hypothesis a real substan
tial trinity is refined into a trinity' of names, and abstract modifica
tions, that subsist only in the mind which conceives them. The 
Logos is no longer a person, but an attribute; and it is only in a 
figurative sense that the epithet of Son can be applied to the eter
nal reason, which was with God from the beginning, and by 
which, not by wlwm, all things were made. The incarnation of 
the Logos is reduced to a mere inspiration of the Divine Wisdom, 
which filled the soul, and directed all the actions of the man 
Jesus. Thus, after revolving round the th~ological circle, we 
are surprised to find that the Sabellian ends where the Ebionite 
had begun; and that the incomprehensible mystery which ex
cites our adoration, eludes our inquiry. ~4 

If the bishops of the council of Nice 65 had been permitted to 
follow the unbiassed dictates of their conscience, Arius and his 
associates could scarcely have flattered themselves with the hopes 
of obtaining a majority of votes, in favor of an hypothesis so di
rectly adverse to the two most popular opinions of the Catholic 
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world. The Arians soon perceived the danger of their situation, 
and prudently assumed those modest virtues, which, in the fury 
of civil and religious dissensions, are seldom practised, or even 
praised, except by the weaker party. They recommended the 
exercise of Christian charity and moderation; urged the incom
prehensible nature of the contruversy; disclaimed the use of any 
terms or definitions which could not be found in the Scriptures; 
and offered, by very liberal concessions, to satisfy their adver
saries without renouncing the integrity of their own principles. 
The victorious faction received all their proposals with haughty 
suspicion; and anxiously sought for some irreconcilable mark of 
distinction, the rejection of which might involve the Arians in 
the guilt and consequences of heresy. A letter was publicly read, 
and ignominiously tom, in which their patron, Eusebius of Ni.. 
comedia, ingenuously confessed that the admission of the Ro
HOOUSION, or Consubstantial, a word already familiar to the Pla
tonists, was incompatible with the principles of their theological 
system. The fortunate opportunity was eagerly embraced by tho 
bishops, who governed the resolutions of the synod; and, ac
cording to the lively expression of Ambrose, e.6 they used the 
sword, which .heresy itse1f hal drawn from the scabbard, to cut 
off the head of the hated monster. 'rhe consubstantiality of the 
Fp,ther and the Son was established by the council of Nice, and 
has been unanimously received as a fundamental article of tl1e 
Christian faith, by the consent of the Greek, the Latin, the Ori
ental, and the Protestant churches. But if the same word had 
not served to stigmatize the heretics and to unite the Catholics, 
it would have been inadequate to the purpose of the majority, by 
whom it was introduced into the orthodox creed. This majority 
was divided into two parties, distinguished by a contrary ten
dency to the sentiments of the Tritheists and of the Sabellians. 
But as those opposite extremes seemed to overthrow the founda
tions either of natural or revealed religion, they mutually a~eed 
to qualify the rigor of their principles; and to disavow the just 
but invidious consequences, which might be urged by their an
tagonists. The interest of the common cause inclined them to 
join their numbers, and to conceal their differences; their ani
mosity was softened by the healing counsels of toleration, and 
their disputes were suspended by the use of the myst{ r.ous Homoou4 

sian, which either party was free to interpret according to their 
peculiar tenets. The Sabellian sense, which, about fifty years 
before, had obliged the council of Antioch 111 to prohibit this 
celebrated term, had endeared it to those theologians who enter
tained a, secret but partial affection for a nominal Trivit.y. But 
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the more fashionable saints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanasius, the learned Gregory N azianzen, and the other pillars 
of the church, who supported with ability and success the Nicene 
doctrine, appeared to consider the expresiion of 8ubstance as if 
it had been synonymous with that of nature; and they ventured 
to illustrate their meaning by affirming that three men, as they 
belong to the same common species, are consubstantial, homoou
sian to each other. ~8 This pure and distinct equality wus tem
pered. on the one hand, by the internal connection, and spiritual 
penetration which indissolubly unites the divine persons; 69 and, 
on the other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, which was ac
knowledged as far as it is compatible with the independence of 
the Son.60 Within these limits the almost invisible and tremulous 
ball of orthodoxy was allowed securely to vibrate. On either 
side, beyond this consecrated ground, the heretics and the dre
mons lurked in ambush to surprise and devour the unhappy 
wanderer. But as the degrees of theological hatred depend on 
the spirit of the war, rather than on the importance of the con
troversy, the heretics who degraded, were treated with more se
verity' than those who annihilated, the person of the Son. The 
life of Athanasius was consumed in irreconcilable opposition to 
the impious madness of the Arians; 61 but he defended above 
twenty years the Sabellianism of :Marcellus of Ancyra; and when 
at last he was compelled to withdraw himself from his com
munion, he continued to mentIon, with an ambiguous smile, the 
venial errors of his respectable friend. 62 

The authority of a general council, to which the Arians them
selves had been compelled to submit, inscribed on the banners of 
the orthodox party the mysterious characters of the word Homoou
Ilion, which essentially contributed, notwithstanding some ob
scure disputes, some nocturnal combats, to maintain and perpetuate 
tue uniformity of faith, or at least of language. The Consltb
stantialists, who by their" success have deserved and obtained the 
title of Catholics, gloried in the simplicity and steadiness of their 
own creed, and insulted the repeated variations of their adver
saries, who were destitute of any certain rule of faith. The sin
cerity or the cunning of the Arian chiefs, the fear oe the laws of 
the people, their reverence for Christ, their hatred of Athanasius, 
all the causes, human and divine, that influence and disturb the 
counsels of a theological faction, introduced among the sectaries 
a spirit of discord and inconstancy, which, in the course of a few 
years, erected eighteen different models of religion, es and avenged 
the violated dignity of th.e church. The zealous Hilary, r.. who, 
from the peculiar hardships of his situation, was inclined to"ex
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tenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of the Oriental clergy, 
declares, that in the wide extent of the ten provinces of Asia, to 
which he had been banished, there could be found very few pre
lates who had preserved the knowledge of the true God. 66 'fhe 
oppression which he had felt, the disorders of which he was the 
spectator and the victim, appeased, during a short interval, the 
angry passions of his soul; and in the following passage, of" 
which I shall transcribe a few lines, the bishop of Poitiers un
warily deviates into the style of a Christian philosopher. " It is 
a thing, '.' says Hilary, "equally deplorable and dangerous, that 
there are as many creeds as opinions among men, as many doc
trines as inclinations, and as many sources of blasphemy as there 
are faults among us; because we make creeds arbitrarily, and ex
plain them as arbitrarily. The Homoousion is rejected, and re
ceived, and explained away by successive synods. The partial or 
total resemblance of the Father and of the Son is a subject of dis
pute for these unhappy times. Every year, nay, every moon, we 
make new creeds to describe invisible mysteries. We repent of 
what we have done, we defend those who repent, we anathema
tize those whom we defended. We condemn either the doctrine 
of others in ourselves, or our own in that of others; and recipro
cally tearing one another to pieces, we have been the cause of each 
other's ruin." 66 

It will not be expected, it would not perhaps be endured, that I 
should swell this theological digression, by a minute examination of 
the eighteen creeds, .the authors of which, for the most part, dis
claimed the odious name of their parent Arius. It is amusing 
enough to delineate the form, and to trace the vegetation, of a 
singular plant; but the tedious detail of leaves without fluwers, 
and of branches without fruit, would soon exhaust the patience, 
and disappoint the curiosity, of the laborious student. One ques
tion, which gradually arose from the Arian controversy, may, 
however, be noticed, as it served to produce and discriminate the 
three sects, who were united only by their common aversion to 
the Homoousion of the Nicene synod. 1. If they were asked 
whether the Son was like unto the Father, the question was reso
lutelyanswered in the negative, by the heretics who adhered to 
the principles of Arius, or indeed to those of philosophy j which 
seem to establish an infinite difference between the Creator and 
the most excellent of his creatures. This obvious consequence 
was maintained by lEtius,61 on whom the zeal of his adversaries 
bestowed the surname of the Atheist. His restless and aspiring 
spirit urged him to try almost every profession of human life. 
Ha was successively a slave, or at least a husbandman, a travelling 
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tinker, a goldsmith, a physician, a schoolmaster, Il. theologiaL, 
and at last the apostle of a new church, which was propagated by 
t.he abilities of his disciple Eunomius. 68 Armed with texts of 
Scripture, and with captious syllogisms from the logic of Aristotle, 
the subtle .1Etius had acquired the fame of an invincible dispu
tant, whom it was impossible either to silence or to convince. 
Such talents engaged the friendship of the Arian bishops till 
they were forced to renounce, and even to persecute, a dangerous 
ally, who, by the accuracy of his reasoning, had prejudiced their 
cause in the popular opinion, and offended the piety of their most 
devoted followers. 2. The omnipotence of the Creator suggested 
a specious and respectful solution of the likeness of the :Father 
and the Son; and faith might humbly receive what reason could 
not presume to deny, that the Supreme God might communicate 
his infinite perfection\ and create a being similar only to him
self. 69 These Arians were powerfully supported by the weight 
and abilities of their leaders, who had succeeded to the manage
ment of the Eusebian interest, and who occupied the principal 
thrones of the East. They detested, perhaps, with some atfecta
tion, the impiety of .1Etius j they professed to believe, either 
without reserve, or according to the Scriptures, that the Son was 
ditferent from all other creatures, and similar only to the Father. 
But they denied, that he was either of the same, or of a similar 
substance j sometimes boldly justifying their dissent, and some
times objecting to the use of the word substance, which seems to 
imply an adequate, or at least a distinct, notion of the nature of 
the Deity. 3. The sect which asserted the doctrine of a similar 
substance, was the most numerous, at least in the provinces of 
Asia j and when the leaders of both parties were assembled in 
the council of Seleucia,70 their opinion would have prevailed by a 
majority of one hundred and five to forty-three bishops. The 
Greek word which was chosen to express this mysterious resem
blance, bears so close an affinity to the orthodox symbol, that the 
profane of every age have derided the furious contests which the 
difference of a single diphthong excited between the Homoousians 
and the Homoiousians. As it frequently happens, that the sounds 
:lnd characters which approach the nearest to each other acci
dentally represent the most opposite ideas, the observation would 
be itself ridiculous, if it were possible to mark any real and sensi
ble distinction between the doctrine of the Semi-Arians, as they 
'were improperly styled,' and that of Catholics themselves. The 
bishop of Poi tiers, who in his Phrygian exile very wisely aimed 
at. a coalition of parties, endeavors to prove that by a pious and 
falthful interpretation,71 the HomoioUision may be reduced to a 
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consubstantial sense. Yet he confesses that the word has a dark: 
and suspicious aspect; and, as if darkness were congenial to 
theological disputes, the Semi-Arians, who advanced to the doora 
or, the church, assailed them with the most unrelenting fury. 

The provinces of Egypt and Asia, which cultivated the language 
and manners of the Greeks, had deeply imbibed the venom of the 
Arian controversy. 'ille familiar study of the Platonic system, a 
vain and argumentative disposition, a copious and flexible idiom, 
supplied the clergy and people of the East with an inexhaustible 
flow of words and distinctions; and, in the midst of their fierce 
contentions, they easily forgot the doubt which is recommended 
by philosophy, and th~ submission which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the West were of a less inquisitive spirit; 
their passions were not so forcibly moved by invisible objects, 
their minds were less frequently exercised by the ha.bits of dis
pute; and stich was the happy ignoranctl"of the Gallican church, 
that Hilary himself, above thirty years after the first general 
council, was still a stranger to the Nicene creed.7:I The Latins had 
received the rays of divine knowledge through the dark and 
doubtful medium of a translation. The poverty and stubbornness 
of their native tongue was not always capable of affording just 
equivalents for the Greek terms, for the technical words of the 
Platonic philosophy,13 which had been consecrated, by the gospel 
or by the church, to express the mysteries of the Christian faith; 
and a verbal defect might introduce into the Latin theology a 
long train of error or perplexity. a ·But as the western' provincials 
had the goo,l fortune of deriving their religion from an orthodox 
source, they preserved with steadiness the doctrine which they had 
accepted with docility; and when the Arian pestilence ap
proached their frontiers, they were supplied with the seasonable 
preservative of the Homoousion, by the paternal care of the Ro
man pontiff. Their sentiments and their temper were displayed 
in the memorable synod of Rimini, which surpassed in numbers 
the council of Nice, since it was composed of about four hundred 
bishops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, and Illyricum. 
From the first debates it appeared, that only fourscore prelates 
adhered to the party, though they affected to anathematize the 
name and memory, of Al'ius. But this inferiority was compen
sated by the advantages of skill, of experience, and of discipline; 
and tht: minority was conducted by Valens and Ursacius, two 
bishops of Illyricum, who had spent their lives in the intrigues of 
comts and councils, and who had been trained under the Euse
bian banner in the religious wars of the East. By their arguments 
and negotiations, they embarrasEed, they confounded, they at last 
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deceived, the honest simplicity of the Latin bishops; who suffered 
the palladium of the faith to be extorted from their hand l>y fraud 
and importunity, rather than by open violence. The ct'uncil of 
Rimini was not allowed to separate, till the members had impru
dently subscribed a captious creed, in which some expressions, 
susceptible of an heretical sense, were inserted in the room of the 
Homoousion. It was on this occasion, that, according to Jerom, 
the world was surprised to find itself Arian. 1 But the bishops ofr; 

the Latin provinces had no sooner reached their respective dio
ceses, than they discovered their mistalw, and repented of their 
weakness. The ignominious capitulation was rejected with dis
dain and abhorrence; and the Homoousian standard, which had 
been shaken but not overthrown, was more firmly replanted in all 
the churches of the West. 16 

Such was the rise and progress, and such were the natural revo
lutions of those theological disputes, which disturbed the peace 
of Christianity under the reigns of Constantine, and of his sons. 
But as those princes presumed to extend their despotism over the 
faith, as well as over the lives and fortunes, of their subjects, the 
weight of their suffrage sometimes inclined the ecclesiastical bal
ance : and the prerogatives of the King of Heaven were settled, 
or changed, or modified, in the cabinet of an earthly monarch. 

The unhappy spirit of discord which pervaded the provinces of 
the East, interrupted the triumph of Constantine; but tIle em
peror continued for some time to view, with cool and careless in
difference, the object of the dispute. As he was yet ignorant of 
the difficulty of appeasing the quarrels of theologians, he ad
dressed to the contending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a 
moderating epistle; 17 which may be ascribed, with far greater 
reason, to the untutored sense of a soldier and statesman, than to 
the dictates of any of his episcopal counsellors. JIe attributes 
the origin of the whole controversy to a trifling and suhtle ques
tion, concerning nn incomprehensible point of the law, which was 
foolishly asked by the bishop, and imprudently resolved by the 
presbyter. He laments that the Christian people, who' had the 
same God, the sume religion, and the same worship, should be 
divided by such inconsiderable distinctions; and he seriously 
recommends to the clergy of Alexandria the example of the 
Greek .philosophers ; who could maintain their arguments with
?ut los~ng their temper, and assert their freedom without violat
lUg the1l' friendship. The indifterence and contempt of the sov
e:ejg~ would ~ave been, perhaps, the most effectual method?f 
sIlencmg the dIspute. if the popular current had been less rnyld 
and impetuoUl:l, and if Constantine himself, in the midst of factIo.&:! 
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and fanaticism, could have preservcd tllC calm possession of his 
own mind. But his ecclesiastical ministers soon contrived to 
seduce the impartiality of the magistrate, and to awaken the zeal 
of the proselyte. He was l)rovoked by the insults which had 
Deen offered to his statues; he WIlS alarmed by the real, as well 
as the imaginary magnitude of the spreading mischief; and he 
extinguished the hope of peace and toleration. from the moment 
that he assembled three hundred bishops within the walls of the 
same palace. The presence of the monarch swelled the impor
tance of the debate; his attention multiplied the arguments; and 
he exposed his per'lon with a patient intrepidity, which animated 
the valor of the combatants. Notwithstanding the applause 
which has been bestowed on .the eloquence ana, sagacity of Con
stantine,18 a Roman general, whose religion might be still a sub
ject of doubt, and whose mind had not been enlightened either 
by study or by inspiration, was indifferently qualitied to discuss, in 
the Greek language, a metaphysical lluestion, or an article of 
faith. But the credit of his favorite Osius, who appears to have 
presided in the council of Nice, might dispose the emperor in 
favor of the orthodox party; and a well-timed insinuation, that 
the same Eusebius of Nicomedia, who now.protected the heretic, 
had lately assisted the tyrant,79 might exasperate him against 
their adversaries. The Nicene creed was ratified by Constantine; 
and his firm declaration, that those who resisted the divine judg
ment of the synod, must prepare themselves for an immediate ex
ile, annihilated the murmurs of a feeble opposition; which, from 
seventeen, was almost instantly reduced to two, protesting bish
ops. Eusebius of Cresarea yielded a reluctant and ambiguous con
sent to the Homoousion ; 80 and the wavering conduct of the Ni
comedian Eusebius served only to delay, about three months, his 
disgrace and .exile.81 The impious Arius was banished into one 
of the remote provinces of Illyricum; his person and disciples 
were branded, by.law, with the odiouR name of Porphyriaus; his 
writings were condemned to the flames, and a capital punishment 
was denounced against those in whose possession they should be 
found. The emperor had now imbibed the spirit of controversy, 
and the angry, sarcastic style of his edicts was designed to inspire 
his subjects with the hatred which-he had conceived against the 
enemies of Christ. 82 

But, as if the conduct of the emperor had been guided by pas
sion instead of principle, three years from the council of Nice 
were scarcely elapsed before he discovered some symptoms of 
mercy, and even of indulgence, towards the proscribed sect, which 
was secretly protected by Iris favorite sister. The exiles were reo
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~alled; and Eusebius, who gradually resumed his influence over 
the mind of Constantine, was restored to the episcopal throne, 
from which he had been ignominiously degraded.. Arms himself 
was treated by-. the whole court with the respect which would 
have been due to an innocent and oppressed man. His faith was 
approved by the synod of Jerusalem; and the emperor seemed 
impatient to repair his injustice, by issuing an absolute command, 
that he should be solemnly admitted to the communion in the 
cathedral of Constantinople. On the same day, which had been 
fixed for the triumph of Arius, he expired j and the strange and 
horrid circumstances of his death might excite a suspicion, that 
the orthodox saints had contributed more efficaciously than by 
their prayers, to deliver the church from the most formidable of 
her enemies. 83 

. The three principal leaders of the Catholics, Atha· 
nasius of Alexandria, Eustathius of Antioch, and Paul of Con
stantinople, were deposed on various accusations, and by the sen
tence of numerous councils; and were afterwards banished into 
distant provinces by the first of the Christian emperors, who, in 
the last moments of his life. received the rites of baptism from 
the Arian bishop of Nicomedia. The ecclesiastical government of 
Constantine cannot be justified from the reproach of levity and 
weakness. But the credulous monarch, unskilled in the strata
gems of theological warfare, might be deceived by the modest and 
specious professions of the heretics, whose sentiments he never 
perfectly understood; and while he protected Arius, and perse
cuted Athanasius, he still cons!dered the council of Nice as the 
bulwark of the Christian faith, and the peculiar glory of his own 
reign. 84 

The sons of Constantine must have been admitted from their 
childhood into the rank of catechumens; but they imitated, in 
the delay of their baptism, the example of their father. Like 
him, they presumed to pronounce their judgment on mysteries 
into which they had never been regularly initiated; 8~ and the 
fate of the Trinitarian controversy depended, in a great measure, 
on the sentiments of Constantius j who inherited the provinces of 
the East, and acquired the possession of the whole empire. The 
Arian presbyter or bishop, who had secreted for his use the testa· 
ment of the deceased emperor, improved the fortunate occasion 
which had introduced him to the familiarity of a prince, whose 
l'ublic counsels were always swayed by his domestic favorites. 
The eunuchs and slaves diffused the spiritual poison through the 
palace, and the dangerous infection was communicated by the 
female attendants to the guards, and by the empress to her unsus
picious husband. ijC The partiality which Constantius always ex' 
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pressen towards the Eusebian faction, was in~ensibly fortified by 
the dexterous management of their leaders; and his victory OVCl' 
the tyrant l\Iagnentius increased his inclination, as well as ability, 
to employ the arms of power in the cause of Arianism. ·While the 
two armies were engaged in the plains of Mursa, and the fate of 
the two rivals depended on the chance of war, the son of Constan
tine passed the anxious moments in a church of the martyrs, under 
the walls of the city. His spiritual comforter, Valens, the Arian 
bishop of the diocese. employed the most artful precautions to 
obtain such early intelligeLl ~e as might secure either his favor or 
his escape. A sec ret chai 1 of swift and trusty messengers in
formed him of t.he vicissit . IJ.3 of ·the battle; and while the cour
tiers stood trembling l\).1.1J their affrighted master, Valens as
sured him that the Gallic legions gave' way; and insinuated, with 
some presence of mind, that the glorious event had been revealeJ 
to him by an angel. The grateful emperor ascribed his success 
to the merits and intercession of the bishop of l\Iursa, whose faith 
had deserved the public and miraculous approbation of Heaven.IST 
The Arians, who considered as their own the victory of Constan
tius, preferred his glory to that of his father. 88 Cyril, bishop of 
Jerusalem, immediately. composed the description of a celestial 
cross, encircled with a splendid rainbow; '.-vhich during the festi
val of Pentecost, about the third hour of the day, had appeared 
over the l\Iount of Olives, to the edification of the devout pil
grims, and the people of the holy city. 89 The size of the meteor 
was gradually magnified; and the Arian historian has ventured to 
affirm, that it was conspicuous to the two armies in the plains of 
Pannonia; and that the tyrant, who is purposely represented as 
an idolater, fled before the auspicious sign of orthodox Christian
ity.90 

The sentiments of a judicious stranger, who has impartially 
considered the progress of ci vii or ecclesiastical discord, are al
ways entitled to our notice: and a short passage of Ammianus, who 
served in the armies, and studied the character of Con3tantius,' is 
perhaps of more vaille than many pages of theological invectives. 
"The Ohristian religion, which, in itself;" !!lays that moderate 
historian, "is plain and simple, he confounded by the dotage of 
superstition. Instead of reconciling the parties by the weight of 
his authority, he cherished and propagated, by verbal disputes, 
the differences which his vain curiosity had excited. The high
ways were covered with troops of bishops galloping from every 
side of the assemblies, which they call synods; and while they 
labored to reduce the whole sect to their own particular opinions, 
the public establishment of the posts was almost ruined by their 
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hasty and repeated journeys. n 91 Our more intimate knowledge of 
the ecclesiastical transactions of the reign of Constantius wculd 
furnish an ample commentary on thi;; remarkable passage; which 
justifies the rational apprehensions of Athanasius, tliat the restless 
activity of the clergy, who wandered round the empire in search 
of the true faith, would excite the contempt and laughter of the 
unbelieving world. U2 As soon as the emperor was relieved from 
the terrors of the civil war, he devoted the leisure of his winter 
quarters ut ArIes, Milan, Sirmium, and Constantinople, to the 
amusement or toils of controversy: the sword of the magistrate, 
and even of the tyrant, was unsheathed, to enforce the reasons of 
the theologian; and as he opposed the orthodox faith of Nice, it 
is readily confessed that his incapacity and ignorance were equal 
to his presumption. 93 The eunuchs, the women, and the bishops, 
who governed the vain and feeble mind of the emperor, had in
spired him with an insuperable dislike to the Homoousion; but 
his timid conscience was alarmed by the impiety of .lEtius. The 
guilt of that atheist was aggravated by the suspicious favor of the 
unfortunate Gallus; and even the deaths of the Imperial minis
ters, who had been massacred at Antioch, were imputed to the 
suggestions of that dangerous sophist. The mind of Constantius, 
which could neither be moderated by reason, nor fixed by faith, 
was blindly impelled to either side of the dark and empty abyss, 
by his horror of the opposite extreme; he alternately embraced 
and condemned the sentiments, he successively banished and re
called the leaders, cf the Arian' and Semi-Arian factions. lit Dur
ing the season of public business or festivity, he employed 
Whole days, and even nights, in selecting the words, and weigh
ing the syllables, which composed his tluctuating creeds. The 
subject of his meditations still pursued and occupied his slum
bers: the incoherent dreams of the emperor were received as 
celestial visions, and he accepted with complacency the lofty title 
of bishop of bishops, from those ecclesiastics who forgot the in
terest of their order for the gratification of their passions. The 
design of establishing a uniformity of doctrine, which had en
gaged him to convene so many synods in Gaul, Italy, lllyricum, and 
Asia, was repeatedly bafiled by his own levity, by the divisions of 
the Arians, and by the resistance of the Catholics; and he re
solved, as the last and decisive efiort, imperiously to dictate the 
decreeij of a general council. The destructive earthqualwof Nico
media, the difficulty of finding a convenient place, and perhaps 
some secret motives of policy, produced an alteration in the sum
~ons. The bishops of the :East ·were directed to meet at Scleucia, 
In Isauria; while those \.:~ the West held their deliberations at 
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Rimini, on the coast of the Hadriatic j and instead of two or three 
deputies from each province, the whole episcopal body was 
ordered to march. The Eastern council, after consuming four 
days in fierce and unavailing debate, separated without any defi
nite conclusion. The council of the West was protracted till the 
seventh month. Taurus, the Prretorian prrefect, was instructed. 
not to dismiss the prelates till they should all be united in the 
same opinion j and his efforts were supported by the power'of 
banishing fifteen of the most refractory, and a promise of the 
consulship if he achieved so difficult an adventure. His prayers 
and threats, the authority of the sovereign, the sophistry of 
Valens and U rsacius, the distress of cold and hunger, and the 
tedious melancholy of a hopeless exile, at length extorted the 
reluctant consent of the bishops of Rimini~ The deputies of the 
East and of the Vfest attended the emperor' in the palace of Con
stantinople, and he enjoyed the satisfaction of imposing on the 
world a profession of faith which established the likeness, without 
expressing the consubstantiality, of the Son of' God. 9 r. But the 
triumph of Arianism h,ld been preceded by the removal of the 
orthodox clergy, whom it was impossible either to intimidate or 
to corrupt j and the reign of Constantius was disgraced by the 
unjust and ineffectual persecution of the great .A.thanasius. 

We have seldom an opportunity of observing, either in active or 
speculative -life, what effect may be produced, or what obstacles 
may be surmounted, by the force of a single mind, when it is in· 
flexibly applied to the pursuit of a single object. The immortal 
name of Athanasius U6 will never be separated from the Catholic 
doctrine of the Trinity, to whose defence be consecrated every 
moment and every faculty of his being. Educated in the family 
of Alexander, he had vigorously opposed the e~rly progress of 
the Arian heresy: he exercised the important functions of 
secretary under the aged prelate j and the fathers of the Nicene 
council beheld with surprise,and respect the rising virtues of the 
young deacon. In a time of public danger, the dull claims of age 
and of rank are sometimes superseded j and within five months 
after his return from Nice, the deacon Athanasius was seated on 
the archiepiscopal throne of Egypt. He filled that eminent sta
tion above forty-six years, and his long administration was spent 
in a perpetual combat against the powers of Arianism. 1!'ive 
times was Athanasius expelled from his throne j twenty years he 
passed as an exile or a fugitive j and almost every province of the 
Homan empire was suecessively. witness to his merit, and his 
sufferings in the cause of Homoousion, which he considered as tb9 
~olc pleasure and business. as the rluty, and as the glory of his 
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life. Amidst the storms of persecution, the archbishop of Alexan
dria was patient of labor, jealous of fame, careless of safety; and 
although his mind was tainted by the contagion of fana~icism, 
Athanasius displayed a superiority of character and abilities, 
which would have qualified him, far better than the degenerate 
sons of Constantine, for the government of a great monarchy. 
His learning was much less profound and extensive than that of 
Eusebius of Cresarea, and his rude eloquence could not be com
pared with the polished oratory of Gregory of Basil; but when
ever the primate of Egypt was called upon to justify his senti
ments, or his conduct; his unpremeditated style, either of speak
ing or writing, was clear, forcible, and persuasive. He l1as 
always been revered, in the ortliodox school, as one of the most 
accurate masters of the Christian theology; and he was supposed 
to possess two profane sciences, less adapted to the epIscopal 
cha~acter, the knowledge of jurisprudence, Y7 and that of divina
tion. 98 Some fortunate conjectures of future events, which impar
tial reasoners might ascribe to the experience and judgment of 
Athanasius, were attributed by his friends to heavenly inspiration, 
and imputed by his enemies to infernal magic. 

But as Athanasius was continually engaged with -the prejudices 
and pas!'lions of every order of men, from the monk to the em
peror, the knowledge of human nature was his first and most im
pOl'tant science. He preserved a distinct and unbroken vie"." of a 
scene which was incessantly shifting; and never failed to improve 
those decisive moments which are irrecoverably past before they 
are perceived by a common eye. The archbishop of Alexandria 
was capable of distinguishing how far he might boldly command, 
and where he must dexterously insinuate; how long he might 
contend with power, and when he must withdraw from persecu
tion; and while he directed the thunders of the church against 
heresy and rebellion, he could assume, in the bosom of his own 
party, the flexible and indulgent temper of a prudent lcader. 
The election of Athanasius has not escaped the reproach of irreg
ularity and precipitation; 99 but the propriety of his behavior 
conciliated the affections both of the clergy and of the people. 
The Alexandrians were impatient to rise in arms for the defence
of an eloquent and liberal pastor. In his distress he always derived 
iupport, or at least consolation, from the faithful attachmcnt of 
his parochial clergy; and the hundred-bishops of Egypt adhered, 
with unshaken zeal, to the cause of Athanasius. In the modest 
equipage which pride and policy would affect, he frequently per
formed the episcopal visitation of his provinces, from the mouth 
of the Nile to the confines of lEthioyia; familiarly conversing 
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'W ith the meanest of the populace, and humbly saluting the saints 
and hermits of the desert. 100 Nor was it only in ecclesiastical as
~emblies, among men whose education and manners were similar 
to his own, that Athunasius displayed the ascendency of his 
g~mius. He appeared with easy and respectful firmnes~ in the 
courts of princes j and in the various turns of his prosperous and 
/adverse fortune he never lost the confidence of his friends, or the 
esteem of his enemies. 

In his youth, the primate of Egypt resisted the great Constnn
tine, who hJ.d repeatedly signified his will, that Arius should be 
restored to the Catholic communion. 101 The emperor respected, 
and might forgive, this inflexible resolution j and the faction who 
considered Athanasius as their most formidable enemy, was con
strained to dissemble their hatred, and silently to prepare an indi
rect and distant assault. They scattered ru:nors and suspicions, 
represented the archbishop as a proud and oppressive tyrant, and 
boldly accused him of violating the treaty which had been rati
fied in the Nicene conncil, with the schismatic followers of 1\lele
tius. 10 Athanasius had openly disapproved that ignominious:l 

peace, and the emperor was disposed to believe that he had 
abused his ecclesiastical and civil power, to persecute those odi
ous sectaries j that he had sacrilegiously broken a chalice in onQ 
of their churches of Mareotis j that he had whipped or impris
oned six of their bishops j and that Arsenius, a seventh bishop of 
the same party, had been murdered, or at least mutilated, by the 
cruel hand of the primate. lOS These charges, which affected his 
honor and his life, were referred by Constantine to his brother 
Dalmatius the censor, who resideu at Antioch; the synods of 
Cresarea and Tyre were successively convened j and the bishops of 
the East were instructed to judge the cause of Athanasius, before 
they proceeded to consecrate the new church of the Resurrection 
at Jerusalem. The primate might be conscious of his inno· 
cence ; ,but he was sensible that tho same implacable spirit which 
had dictated the accusation, would direct the proceeding, and 
pronounce the sentence. He prudently declined the tribunai of 
his enemies; despised the summons of the synod of Crosarea; 
ani, after a long and artful delay, submitted to the peremptory 
commands of the emperor, who threatened to punish his crimin~l 
disobedience if he re:(used to appear in the council of Tyre. m 
Before Athanasius, at the head of fifty Egyptian prelates, sailed 
from Alexandria, he had wisely secured the alliance of the 
Meletians; and Arsenius himself, his imaginary victim, and his 
secret friend, was privately concealed in his train. 'l'he synod 0 1 

Tyre wa.q f!f)TlCtucted by Eusebins of Crosarea., with more passiOI~ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 29 

and with less art, than his learning and expeIience might prom. 
ise : his numerous faction repeated the names of homicide and 
tyrant; and their clamors were encouraged by the seeming 
patience of Athanasius, who expected at the decisive moment to 
prvduce Arsenius alive and unhurt in the midst of the assembly. 
'The nature of the other charges did not admit of such clear and 
satisfactory replies; yet t.he archbishop was able to prove, that in 
the village, where he was accused of breaking a consecrated chal
ice, neither church nor altar nor chalice could really exist. The 
Arians who had secretly determined the guilt and condemnation 
of their enemy, attempted, however, to disguise their injustice by 
the imitation of judicial forms: the synod 81)pointed an episcopnJ 
commi~sion of six delegates to collect evidence on tllC spot; ana 
this measure, which was vigorously opposed by the Egyptian 
bishops, opened new scenes of violence and perjury. m After the 
return o~ the deputies from Alexandria, the majority of the coun
cil pronounced the final sentence of degradation and exile against 
the primate of Egypt. The decree, expressed in the fiercest Ian·· 
guage of malice and revenge, was eommunicated to the emperOl 
and the Catholic church; and the bishops immediately resumed a 
mild and devout aspect, such as became their holy pilgrimage to 
the Sepulchre of Christ. 108 

But the injustice of these ecclesiastical judges had not been 
countenanced by the submission, or even by the prcseme, of 
Athanasius. He resolved to make, a bold and dangerous experi
ment, whether the throne was inaccessible to the voice of truth, 
and before the final sentence could be pronounced at Tyrc, the 
intrepid primate threw himself into a bark which was ready to 
hoist sai! for the Imperial city. The request of u formal audi
ence might have been opposed or eluded; but Athanasius con~ 
cealed his arrival, watched the moment of Constantine's rdurn 
from an adjacent villa, and boldly encountered his angry sov
ereign as he passed on horseback through thl1 l)fincipal street of 
Constantinople. So strange an apparition excited his surprise 
and indignation; and the guards were ordered to remove the im
portunate suitor; but his resentment was subdued by involuntary 
respect; and the haughty spirit of the emperor was aweu by the 
courage and eloquence of a bishop, who implored his justice and 
awakened his conscience. 107 Constantine listened to the com
plaints of Athanasius with impartial and even gracious attention; 
the members of the synod of Tyre were summoned to justify their 
proceedings; and the arts of the Eusebian faction would have 
be~n confounded, if they had not aggravated the guilt of the 
prImate, by the dexterous supposition of an unpardonable offence; 
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a criminal design to intercept and detain the corn-fleet of Alex· 
andria, which supplied the subsistence of the llew capital. 108 'fhe 
emperor was satisfied that the peace of Egypt would be secured 
by the absence of a popular leader j but he refused to fill the 
vacancy of the archiepiscopal thronc j and the sentence, which, 
aftcr' long hesitation, he pronounced, was that of a jealous ostra
cism, rather than of an ignominious exile. In the remote prov
ince of Gaul, but in the hospitable court of Treves, Athanasius 
passed about twenty-eight months. The death of the emperor 
changed the face of public affairs ~ and, amidst the general indul
gence of a young reign, the primate was restored to his country 
l>y an honorable edict of the younger Constantine, who expressed 
a deep sense of the innocence and merit of his venerable guest. 109 

The death of that prince exposed Athanasius to a second per
secution j and the feeble Constantius, the sovereign of the East, 
soon became the secret accomplice of the Eusebians. Ninety 
bishops of that sect or faction assembled at Antioch, under the 
specious pretence of dedicating the cathedral. They composed 
an ambiguous creed, which is faintly tinged with the colors of 
Semi-Arianism, and twenty-five canons, which still regulate the 
discipline of the orthodox Greeks. 110 It was decided, with some 
appearance of equity, that a bishop, deprived by a synod, should 
not resume his episcopal functions till he had been absolved by 
the judgment of an equal synod j the law was immediately ap
plied to the case of Athanasius j the council of Antioch pro
nounced, or rather confirmed, his degradation: a stranger, named 
Gregory, was seated on his throne j and Philagrius,111 the prrefect 
of Egypt, was instructed to support tIle new primate with the 
civil and military powers of the province. Oppressed by the con· 
spiracy of the Asiatic prelates, Athanasius withdrew from Alex
andria, and passed three years 112 as an exile and a suppliant on 
the holy threshold of the Vatican. l1S By the assiduous study of 
the Latin language, he soon qualified himself to negotiate with 
the western clergy j his decent flattery swayed and directed the 
haughty Julius; the Roman pontiff was persuaded to consider his 
appeal as the peculiar interest of the Apostolic see j and his inno· 
cence was unanimously declared in a council of fifty bishops of 
Italy. At the end of three years the primate was summoned to 
the court of ~Iilan by the emperor Constans, who, in the indulgence 
of unlawful pleasures, still professed a lively regard for the ortho
dox faith. The cause of truth and justice was promoted by the 
influence of gold,114 and the ministers of Constans advised their 
sovereign to require the convocation of an ecclesiastical assembly, 
which might act as the representatives of the Catholic churcll. 
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Ninety-four bishops of the West, seventy-six bishops of the East, 
encountereu each other at Sardica, on the verge of the two empires, 
but in the dominions of the protector of Athanasius. Their de
bates soon degenerated into hostile' altercations; the Asiatics, 
apprehensive for their personal safety, retired to Philippopolis in 
'fhrace; and the rival synods reciprocally hurled their spiritual 
thunders against their enemies, whom they piously condemned as 
the enemies of the true God. Their decrees were published and 
ratified in their respective provinces: and Athanasius, who in 
the West was revered as a saint, was exposed as a criminal to the 
abhorrence of the East. m The council of Sar'flica reveals the first 
symptoms of discord and schism between the Grpek and Latin 
churches, . which were separated by the accidental difference of 
faith, and the permanent distinction of language. 

During his second exile in the West, Athanasius was frequently 
admitted to the Imperial presence; at Capl'J.a, LOlli, :Milan, Ve ... 
rona, Padua, Aquileia, and Treves. The bishop of the dioceso 
usually assisted' at these interviews; the master of the offices 
stood before the veil or curtain of the sacrrd apurtmlnt; and 
the uniform moderation of the primate mi~ht be attested by these 
respectable witnesses, to whose evidence he so1<:mnly appeals. 118 

Prudence would undoubtedly suggest the mild and respectful 
tone that became a subject and a bishop. In these familiar con
ferences with the sovereign of the West, Athanasius might la
ment the error of Constantius, but he boldly arraigned the-guilt 
of his eunuchs and his .Arian prelates; deplored the distress and 
danger of the Catholic church; and excited Constans to emulate 
the zeal and glory of his father. The emperor dcclmed his reso
lution of employing the troops and treasures of Europe in the 
orthodox cause; and signified, by a concise and peremptory epi~ 
~le to his brother Constantius, that unless he consented to tho 
Immediate restoration of Athanasius, he himself, with a fleet and 
army, would seat the archbishop on the throne of,Alexandria.1l7 

But this religious war, so horrible to nature, wag. prevented by 
the timely compliance of Constantius; and thlj emperor of the 
East condescended to solicit a reconciliatif'u wIth a subject whom 
he had injured. Athanasius waited with decent pride, till he 
had received three successive epIstles full of the strongest assur
anc:es of the protection, the favor, and the esteem of his sov
erClgn; who jnvited him to resume his ei>is('opal seat, and who 
~dded the humiliating precaution of engaging his principal min· 
Isters to attest the sincerity of his intentions. They were mani
fested in a 'still more public manner, by the sirict onlers which 
were despatched into Egypt to recall the adherents of Athano.' 

n. E. ii,-~ 
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sius, to restore' their privileges, to proclaim their innocence, and 
to erase from the public registers the illegal proceedings which 
had been obtained during the prevalence of the Eusebian faction. 
After every satisfaction and security had been given, which justice, 
or even delicacy could require, the primate proceeded, by slow jour
neys, through the provinces of Thrace, Asia, and Syria; and his 
progress was mar ked by the abject homage of the Oriental bishops,
who excited his contempt wituout dec.eiving his penetration. lIo 

At Antioch he saw the emperor Constantius; sustained, with 
modest firmness the embraces and protestations of his master, and 
eluded the proposfil of allowing the Arians a single church at 
Alexandria, by claiming, in the other cities of the'empire, a similar 
toleration for his own party; a reply which might have appeared 
just and moderate in the mouth of an independent prince. The 
entrance of the archbishop into his capital was a triumphal pro
cession; absence and persecution had endeared him to the Alex
andrians; his authority, which he exercised with rigor, was more 
firmly established; and his fame was diffused from 1Ethiopia to 
Britain, over the whole extent of the Christian world. 119 

But the subject who has reduced his prince to the necessity of 
dissembling, can never expect a sincere and lasting forgiveness; 
and the tragic fate of Constans soon deprived Athanasius of a 
powerful and generous protector. The civil war hetween the 
ass3.Ssin and the only surviving brother of Constans, which afflicted 
the empire above three years, secured an interval of repose to the 
Catholic church; and the two contending parties were desirous 
to conciliate the friendship of a bishop, who, by the weight of 
his personal authority, might determine the fluctuating resolu
tions of an important province. He gave audience to the ambas
sadors of the tyrant, with whom he was afterwards accused of 
holding a secret correspondence; 120 and the emperor Constantiui 
repeatedly assured his dearest father, the most reverend Athans
sius, that, nQtwithstanding the malicious rumors, which were 
circulated by, their common enemies, he had inherited the senti~ 
ments, as well as' the throne, of his deceased brother. m Grati
tude and humanity would have disposed the primate of Egypt to 
d.eplore the untimely fate of Constans, and to abhor the guilt of 
Magnentius ; but as he clearly understood that the apprehensions 
of Constantius were his only safeguard, the fervor of his prayers 
for the success of the righteous cause might perhaps be some
what abated. The ruin of Athanasius was no longer contrived 
by the obscure malice of a few bigoted or angry bishops, who 
abused the n.llthority of a credulous monarch. The monarch him
self avowed the resolution, which he had so long suppressed, of 



OF THE 'ROMAN EMPIRE. 

avenging his private injuries; 122 and the first winter after his 
Tictory, which he passed at ArIes, was employed against an eu
emy more odious to him than the vanquished tyrant of Gaul. 

If the emperor had capriciously decreed the death of the most 
eminent and virtuous citizen 01 the republic, the cruel order 
would have been executed without hesitation, by the ministers of 
open violence or of specious injustice. The caution, the delay, 
the difficulty with which he pl'oceeded in the condemnation and 
punishment of a popular bishop, discovered to the world that the 
privileges of the church had already revived a sense of order and 
freedom in the Roman government. The sentence, which was 
pronounced in the synod of Tyre, and"subscribed by a large ma
jority of the Eastern bishops, had never been expressly repealed; 
and, as Athanasius had bren once degraded from his episcopa~ 
dignity by the judgment of his brethren, every subsequent act 
might be considered as irregular, and even criminal. But the 
memory of the firm and effectual support which the primate of 
Egypt had derived from the attachment of the Western church, 
engaged .Constantius to suspend the execution of the sentence till. 
he had obtained the concurrence of the Latin bishops. Two 
years were consumed in ecclesiastical negotiations; and the'im
portant cause between the emperor and one of hiR sJIbjects was 
solemnly debated, first in the synod of ArIes, and afterwards in 
the great council of :Milan,123 which consisted of above three 
hundred bishops. Their integrity was 'grad~ally undermined by 
the arguments of the Arians, the dexterity of the eunuchs, and 
the pressing solicitations of a prince who gratified his revenge at 
the expense of his dignity, and expo&ed his own passions whilst 
he influenced those of the clergy. Corruption, the most infallible 
symptom qf constitutional liberty, was successfully practised; 
honors, gifts, and immunities were offered and accepted as the 
price of an episcopal vote; 124 and the condemnation of the Alex
andrian primate was artfully represented as the only measure 
which could restore the peace and union of the Catholic church. 
The friends of Athanasius were not, however, wanting to their 
leader or to their cause. With a manly spirit, which the sanctity 
of their character rendered less dangerous, they maintained in 
public debate, and in private conference with the emperor, the 
et~rnal obligation of religion and justice. They declared that 
nClther the hope of his favor, nor the fear of his displeasure, 
shoulJ. prevail on them to join in the condemnation of an absent. 
an innocent, a respectable brother. 126 They affirmed, with ap
parent reason, that the illegal and obsolete decrees of the council 
.f Tyre had long sinc8 been tacitly abolisbe~ by the Imperial 
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edicts, the honorable re-establishment of the archbishop of Alex 
andria, and the silence or recantation of his most clamorous ad
versaries. They alleged, that his innocence had been attested by 
the unanimous bishops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged 1n 
the councils of Rome and Sardica,126 by the impartial judgment 
of the Latin church. They deplored the hard condition of Ath~ 
nnsius, who, after enjoying so lLany years his seat, his reputa
tion, and the seeming confidence, of his sovereign, was agdo 
called upon to confute the most groundless and extravagant a.c· 
cusations. Their language was specious; their conduct was hOlh 

orable; but in this long and obstinate contest, which fixed the 
eyes of a whole empire o·n a single bishop, the ecclesiastical fae .. 
tions were prepared to sacrifice truth and justice to the more in
teresting object of defending or removing the intrepid champion 
of the Nicene faith. The Arians still thought it prudent to dis· 
guise, in ambiguous language, their real sentiments and designs; 
but the orthodox bishops, armed with the favor of the people, 
and the decree~ of a general council, insisted, on every occasion, 
and particularly at Milan, that their adversaries should purge 
themselves from the suspicion of heresy, before they presumed 
to arraign the conduct of the great Athunasius. l27 

But the ..voice of reason (if reason was indeed on the side of 
Athanasius) was silenced by the clamors of a factious or·venal ma
jority; and the councils of ArIes and }\1ilan were not dissolved, 
till the archbishop of Alexandria had been solemnly condemned 
and deposed by the judgment of the Western, as wen as of the 
Eastern, church. The bishops who had opposed, were required 
to subscribe, the sentence, and to unite in religious communion 
with the suspected leaders of the adverse party..A formulary of 
consent was transmitted by the messengers of state to the absent 
bishops: and all those who refused to submit th~ir private 
opinion to the public and inspired wisdom oJ the councils of ArIes 
and ~1ila.n, were immediately banished by the emperor, who 
affected to execute the decrees of the Catholic church. Among 
those prelates who led the honorable band of confessors and ex
iles, Liberius of Rome, Osius of Cordova, Paulinus of Treves, 
Dionysius of Milan, Eusebius of Vercellre, Lucifer of Cagliari, and 
Hilary of Poitiers, may deserve to be particularly distinguished. 
The .eminent station of Liberius, who governed the capital of the 
empire; the personal merit and long experience of the venerable 
Osius, who was revered as the favorite of the great Constantine, 
and the father of the Nicene faith, placed those prelates at the 
h.ead of the Latin church: and their example, either of submig. 
SlOn or resistance, would probably be imitated by the episcopal 
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crowd. But the repeated attempts of the emperor to seduce or 
to intimidate the bishops of Rome and Cordova, were for some 
time ineffectual. The Spaniard declared himself ready to suffer 
under Constantius, as he had suffered threescore years before 
under his gl'andfather l\Iaximian. The Roman, in the presence of 
his sovereign, !tsserted the innocence of Athanasius and his own 
freedom. When he was banished to Berrea in Thrace, he sent 
back a large sum which had been offered for the accommodation 
of his journey; and insulted the court of IHilan by the haughty 
remark, that the emperor and his eunuchs might want that gold 
to pay their soldiers and their bishops. 128 The resolution of Li
berius and Osius was at length subdued by the hardships of exile 
and confinement. The Roman pontiff purchased his return by 
some criminal compliances; and afterwards expiated his guilt by 
a seasonable repentance. Persuasion and violence were employed 
to extort the reluctant signature of the decrepit bishop of Cor
dova, whose strength was broken, and whose faculties were per
haps impaired by the weight of a hundred years; and the inso
lent triumph of the Arians provoked some of the orthodox party 
to treat with inhuman severity the clmracter, or rather the mem
ory, of an unfortunate old man, to whose former services Chris
tianity itself was so deeply indebted. 129 

The fall of Liberius and Osius reflected a brighter lustre on the 
firmness of those bishops who still adhered, with unshaken fidelity, 
to the cause of Athanasius and religious truth. The ingenious 
malice of their enemies had deprived them of the benefit of mutual 
comfort and advice, separated those illustrious exiles into distant 
provinces, and carefully selected the most inhospitable spots of a 
great empire. 130 Yet they soon experienced that the deserts of 
Libya, and the most barbarous tracts of Cappadocia, were less 
inhospitable than the residence of those cities in which an Arian 
bishop could satiate, without restraint,_ the exquisite rancor of 
theological hatred. 131 Their consolation was derived from tbe 
consciousness of rectitude and independence, from the applause, 
the visits, the letters, and the liberal alms of their adherents, 132 

~nd from the satisfaction which they soon enjoyed of observing the 
Intestine divisions of the adversaries of the Nicene faith. Such 
was the nice and capricious taste of the emperor Constantius ; 
~nd so easily was he offended by the slightest deviation from his 
lmaginary standard of Christian truth, that he persecnted, with 
equal zeal, those who defended the consubstantiality, those who 
asserted the similar substance, and those who denied th€' likeness of 
the Son of God. Three bishops, degraded and banished for 
those adverse opinions, might possibly meet in the same place of 
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exile j and, according to the difference of their temppr, might 
either pity or insult the blind enthusiasm of their antagonists, 
whose present sufferings would never be compensated by future 
happiness.

The disgrace and exile of the orthodox bis~ops'of the West 
were desio-ned as so many preparatory steps .to the ruin of Athana
sius him~elf. 133 Sh-and-twenty months had elapsed, during 
which the Imperial court secretly labored, by the most insidious 
arts to remove him from Alexandria, <lnd to withdraw the allow
anc~ which supplied his popular liberality. But when the pri
mate of Egypt, deserted and proscribed by the Latin church, was 
left destitute of any foreign support, Constantius despatched two 
of his secretaries with a verbal commission to announce and exe
cute the order of his booishment. As the justice of the sentence 
was publicly avowed by the whole party, the only motive which 
could constrain Constantius from giving his messengers the sanc-· 
tion of a written mandate, must be imputed to his doubt of the 
event j and to a sense of the danger to which he might expose 
the second city, and the most fertile province of the empire, if 
the people should persist in the resolution of defending by force 
of arms, the innocence of their spiritual father. Such extreme 
caution afforded Athanasius a specious pretence respectfully to 
dispute the truth of an order, which he could not reconcile, either 
with the equity or with the former declarations, of his gracious 
mastcr. The civil powers of Egypt found themselves inadequa.te 
to the task of persuading or compelling the primate to abdicate 
his episcopal throne j and they were obliged to conclude a treaty 
with the popular leaders of Alexandria, by which it was stipulated 
t.hat all proceedings and all hostilities should be suspended till 
the emperor's pleasure had 'been more distinctly ascertained. By 
this seeming moderation, the Catholics were deceived into a false 
and fatal security j while the legions of the Upper Egypt, and of 
Libya, advanced by secret orders and hasty marches, to besiege, 
or rather to surprise, a capital habituated to sedition, and inflamed 
by religious zeal. l34 The position of Alexandria, between the sea 
and the Lake Mareotis, facilitated the approach and landing of 
the troops j who were introduced into the heart of the city before 
any effectual measures could be taken, either to shut the gates or 
to occupy the important posts of defence. At the hour of mid 
night, twenty-three days after the signature of the treaty, Syri· 
anus, duke of Egypt, at the head of five thousand soldiers, arme(' 
and prepared for an assault, unexpectedly invested the church of 
St. Theonas, where the archbishop, with a part of his clergy and 
people, performed their nocturnal devotions. The doors of the 
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Mcred edifice yielded to the impetuosity of the attack, which WU8 

accompanied with every horrid circumstance of tumult and blood
shed; but, as the bodies of the slain, and the fragments of mili
tary weapons, remained the next day an unexceptionable evi
dence in the possession of the Catholics, the enterprise of Syria~ 
nus may be considered as a successful irruption rather than an 
absolute conquest. The other churches of the city were profaned 
by similar outrages; and, during at least four months, Alexan· 
drill. was exposed to the insults of a licentious army, stimulated 
by the ecclesiastics of a hostile faction. :?tIany of the faithful 
were killed; who may deserve the name of martyrs, if their deaths 
were neither provoked or revenged; bishops and preshyters were 
treated with cruel ignominy; consecrated virgins were stripped' 
naked, scourged, and violated ; the houses of wealthy citizens 
were plundered; and, under the mask of religious zeal, Just, 
r.varice, and private resentment, were gratified with impunity, 
and even with applause. The Pagans of Alexandria, w 110 still 
formed a numerous and discontented party, were easily persuaded 
to desert a bishop whom they feared and esteemed. The hopes 
of some peculiar favors, and the apprehension of being involved in 
the general penalties of rebellion, engaged thtm to promise their 
support to the destined successor of Athanasius, the famous George 
of Cappadocia. The usurper, after receiving the consecration 
of an Arian synod, was placed on the episcopal throne by the 
arms of Sebaetian, who had been appointed Count of Egypt for 
the execution of that important design. In the use, as well as in 
the acquisition, of power, the tyrant George disregarded the 
laws of religion, of justice, and of humanity; and the same 
scenes of violence and scandal whIch IUld been exhibited in tlle 
capital, were repeated in more than ninety episcopal cities of 
Egypt. Encouraged by success, Constantius ventured to approve 
the conduct of his ministers. By a public and passionate epistle, 
the emperor congratulates the deliverance of Alexandria from a 
popular tyrant, who deluded his blind votaries by the magic of 
his eloquence; expatiates on the virtues and piety of the most 
reverend George, the elected bishop; and aspires, as the patron 
and benefactor of the city, to surpass the fame of Alexander him
self. But he solemnly declares his unalterable resolution to pur
sue with fire and sword the seditious adherents of the wicked 
Athanasius, who, by fiying from justice, has confessed his guilt, 
and' escaped the ignominious death which he had so often de-: 
served.13~ 

Athanasins had indeed escaped from the most imminent dHn
gers; al1d the adventures of that extruol dinmy Hum deserve and 
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fix our attention. On the memorablc night whcn the church 01 
St. Theonas was invested by the troops of Ryrianus, the arch
bishop, seated on his throne, expected, with calm and intrepid 
dignity, the approach of death. ~hile the pdblic de~otion w~s 
interrupted by shouts of rage and enes of terror, he ammated hIS 
trembling congregation to express their religious confidence, by 
chanting one of the Psalms of Da.vid which celebrates the triumph 
of the God of Israel over the haughty and impious tyrant of 
Egypt. The doors were at length burst open: a cloud of arrows 
was discharged among the ppople; the soldiers, with drawn 
awords, rushed forwards into the sanctuary; and the ureadful 
gleam of their arms was reflected by the holy luminaries whicll 
burnt round the altar. 136 Athanasius still rejected the pious im
portunityof the monks and presbyters who wer~ attached to his 
person; and nobly refused to desert his episcopal station, till he 
h!1d dismissed in safety the last of ,tID congregation. The dark
ness and tumult of the night favored the retreat of the arch
bishop; and though he was oppressed by the waves of an agitated 
multitude, though he was thrown to the ground and left without 
sense or motion, he still recovered his undaunted courage, and 
eluded the eager search of the soldiers, who were instructed by 
their Arian- guides, that the head of Athanasius would be the 
most acceptable prescnt to the emperor. From that moment the 
nrimate of Egypt disappearfld from the eyes of his enemies, and 
rc&nained above six years concealed in impenetrable obscurity. 137 

The despotic power of his implacable enemy filled the whole 
extent of the Roman world; and the exasperated monarch had 
endeavored" by a very pressing epistle to the Christian princes of 
. .£Ethiopia, * to exclude .A..thl1nasius. from the most remote and se
que~tered regions of.the.. earth. Counts, prrefects, b ibunes, whole 
armlCs, were successIvely employed to pursue a bishop and a fugi

.'Ii These princes.w~re c~11e~ Aei,za!laS and Saiazanas. Athanasius calls them the 
kmgil of Axum (OL ev AV.,OV,UH fvpavvol). In the 8uperscription of his letter 
Co~:stantiu~ gives them no ti~le. NI."TjTllS ~oL'(jTllvTLOS piYLrrToc cri(JacrTo; Al;av~ 
IWt 1:a(a~~. Mr. Salt, durmg hiS first J?urn<,y in Ethiopia (in l80li), di8covered, 
in. the rums ofAxnm, a long and very Interesting inscription relating to thf'se 
p:lllces. ~t ,vas I?rected to commemorate the victory of Aeizanas over the Bongaitre 
(::5t; ~Iartll~ consld('r~ the~ the Blem~yeB. who"'e, trne name hi Bedjah or Bo,jjah).
A:elzana~ 18 styled ~mg at th~ Axnmtt.e'!, the Homerites, of Raeidan. of the Elhio
l)l~ns, ot the Sal)a~ltes, of ~Ilea, or Tlam<?, o! the Bougaites. and of Kaei. It ap
pears that at this time the kmg or the EthIOpIans ruled Over th(~ Homerites the in
habitants of Yemen. He was not yet a Christian as he calls himself son of the in. 
vincible Mars, vlO~ (Jeov avucf}rov "Ape(.)r;. An'other brother beflidea Saiazanas 
named ~dcphas, is mentioned, though Aeizanas seems to have been sole king. S~ 
St. Martm, not~ on Le Beau, ii. 151. Salt's Travels. ~ilv. de Sacy, note in Annales 
des Voyages, Xl. p. 53.-M. 
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the; the vigilance of the civil and military powers was excited 
by the Imperial edicts; li beral rewards were promised to the man 
who should produce Athanaslus, either alive or dead; and the 
most severe penalties were denounced against those who should 
dare to protect the public ene~y.13B But the deserts of Thebaii l 
were now peopled by a race of wild, yet submissive fanatics, who 
preferred the commands of their ahbot to the laws of their sov
ereign. The numerous disciples of Antony and Pachomius re
ceived the fugitive primate as their father, admired the patience 
and humility with which he conformed to their strictest institu
tions, collected every word which dropped from his lips us the 
genuine effusions of inspired wisdom; and persuaded themselves 
that their prayers, their fasts, and their vigils, were less meritori
ous than the zeal which they expressed, and the d"angers which 
they braved; in the defence of truth and innocence. l3V The mon
asteries of Egypt were seated in lonely and desolate places, on the 
summit of mountains, or in 1he islands of the Nile; and the sa
cred horn or trumpet of Tabenne was the well-known signal which 
assf'mbled several thousand robust and determined mq.nks, who, 
for the most part, had been the peasants of the adjacent country. 
~hen their dark retreats were invaded by a military force, which 
It.was impossible to resist, they silently stretched out their necks 
to the executioner; snd supported their national character, that 
tortures could never wrest from an Egyptian the confession of a 
secret which he was resolved not to disclose. al) The archbishop 
of Alexandria, for whose safety they eagerly devoted their lives, 
was lost among a uniform and .well-disciplined multitude; and 
on the nearer approach of danger. he was swiftly removed by 
their officious hands, from one place of concealment to another, 
till· he reached the formidable deserts, which the gloomy and 
credulous temper of superstition had peopled with dremons and 
savage monsters. The retirement of Athanasius, which ended 
~mly with the life of Constantius, was spent, for the most part, 
1D the society of the monks, who faithfully served him as guarus, 
~s !'tecretaries, and as messengers; but the importance of maintam
l~g a more intimate connection with the Catholic party tempted 
~lm, whenever the diligence of the pursuit was abated, to emerge 
trom the desert, to introduce himself into Alexandria, and to 
tr:lst his person to the discretion of his friends and adhere!1ta. 
HIS various adventures might have furni3hed the subject of a very 
ent~rtaining romance. He was once secreted in a dry cistern. 
wInch he had scarcely left before" he was betrayed by the treaf'h
ery of a female slave; 141 and he was once concealed in a 8tilJ 
more extraordinary asylum, the house of a virgin, only twent,. 
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years of age, wno was cel6brated in the whole city for her ex~ 
quisite beauty. At the hour of midnight, as she related the story 
many years afterwards, she was surprised by the appearance of 
the archbishop in a loose undress, who. advancing with hasty 
stepd, conjured her to afford him the protection which he had 
been directed by a celestial vision to seek under her hospitable 
roof. The pious maid accepted and preserved the sacred pledge 
which was intrusted to her prudence and courage. Without im
parting the secret to anyone, she instantly conducted Athanasius 
into her most secret chamber, and watched over his safety with 
the tenderness of a friend and the assiduity of a servant. As 
long as the dari.ger continued, she regularly supplied him with 
books and prvvisions, washed his feet, managed his correspond
ence, and dexterously concealed from the eye of suspicion this 
familiar and solitary intercourse between a saint whose char
acter required the most unhlemished chastity, and a female whose 
charms might excite the most dangerous. emotions.142 During 
the six years of persecution and exile, Athanasius repeated his 
vi~its to his fair and faithful companion; and the formal declara
tion that he saw the councils of Rimini and Seleucia,H3 forces us 
to believe that he was secretly present at the time and place of 
their convocation. The advantage of personally negotiating with 
his friends, and of observing and improving the divisions of !fis 
enemies, might justify, in a prudent statesman, so bold and dan
gerous an enterprise: and Alexandria was connected by trade 
and navigation with every seaport of the :alediterranean. From 
the depth of his inaccessible retreat, the intrepid primate waged 
an incessant and offensive war against the protector of the Arians ; 
and his seasonable writings, which were diligently circulated and 
eagerly perused, contributed to unite and animate the orthodox 
party. In hi'3 public apologies, which he addressed to the emperor 
himself, he sometimes affected the praise of moderation; whilst 
a.t the same time, in secret and vehement invectives, he exposed 
Constantiu8 as a weak and wicked prince, the executioner of his 
family. the tyrant of the republic, and the· Antichrist of the 
church. In the height of his prosperity, the victorious monarch, 
who had chastised the rashness of Gallus, and suppressed the re
volt of Sylvanus, who had taken the diadem from the head of 
Vetranio, and vanquished in the field the legions of l\fagnentius, 
:received from an invisible hand a wound, which he could neither 
heal nor revenge; and the son of Constantine was the first of the 
Christian princes who experienced the strength of those princi
ples, which, in the cause of religion, could resist the most violent 
exertions lH of the civil power. 
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The persecution of Athanasius, and of ~o wavY' re~pectable 
bishops, who suffered for the truth of their vpinionFl, or at least 
f9r the integrity of their conscience, was a just subject of indigna
tion and discontent to all Chllistians, except those who were 
blindly devoted to the Arian faction. The people regretted the 
loss -of their faithful pastors, whose banishment was usually fol
lowed by the intrusion of a stranger 14& into the episcopal chair; 
and loudly complained, that the right of election was violated, 
and that they were condemned to obey a mercenary umrper, 
whose person was unknown, and whose principles were euspected. 
The Catholics might prove to the world that they were not in
volved in the guilt and heresy of their ecclesiastical governor, by 
publicly testifying their dissent, or by totally separating them
selves from his communion. The first of these methods was in
vented at Antioch, and practised with such success, that it was 
soon diffused over the Christian w~ld. The doxology or sacred 
hymn, which celebrates the glory of the Trinity, is susceptible of 
very nice, but material, inflections; and the substance of an or
thodox, or an heretical creed, may be expressed by the difference 
{)f a disjunctive, or'a copulative, particle. Alternate responses 
and a more regular psalmody,146 were introduced into the public 
service by Flavianus and Diodorus, two devout and active lay
men, who were attached to the Nicene faith. Under their con
duct a swarm of monks issued from the adjacent desert, bands of 
well-disciplined singers were stationed in the cathedral of Anti
och, the Glory to the ]'ather, AND the Son, AND the Holy Ghost, 141 

was triumphantly chanted by a full chorus of voices; and the 
Catholics, insulted, by the purity of their doctrine, the Arian 
prelate, who had usurped the throne of the venerable Eustathius. 
The same zeal which inspired their songs prompted the ,more 
scrupulous members of the orthodox party to form separate as
semblies, which were governed by the presbyters, till the death 
of their exiled bishop allowed the election and consf!cration of a 
new episcopal pastor. 148 The revolutions of the court multiplied 
the number of pretenders j and the same city was often disputed, 
under the reign of Constantius, by two, or three, or even four, 
bishops, who exercised their spiritual jurisdiction over their re
spective followers, and alternately lost and regained the temporal 
possessions of the church. The abuse of Christianity introduced 
into the Roman government new causes of tyranny and sedition j 
th" bands of civil society were torn asunder by the fury of re
ligious factions; and the obscure citizen, who might calmly have 
surveyed the elevation and fall of successive emperors, imagined 
and experienced that his own life and fortune were connected 
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with the interest of a popular ecclesiastic. The example of the 
two capitals, Rome and Oonstantinople, may serve to represent tho 
state of the empire, and the temper of mankind, under the reign 
of the sons of Constantine. 

I. The Roman pontiff, as long as he T.laintained his station and his 
principles, was guarded by the warm attachment of a great people; 
and could reject with scorn, the prayers, the menaces, and the obla
tions of an heretical prince. When the eunuchs had secretly pro
nounced the exile of Liberi'ls, the wen-grounded apprehension of 
a tumult engaged them to use the utmost precautions in the exe
cution of the sentence. The capital was invested on every side, 
and the prmfect was commanded to seize the person of the bishop, 
either by stratagem or by open force. The order was obeyed, 
and Liberius, with the greatest difficulty, at the hour of midnight, 
was swiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Roman people, be
fore their consternation was_turned into rage. As -soon as they 
were informed of his banishment into Thrace, a general assembly 
was convened, and the clergy of Rome bound themselves, by a 
public and solemn oath, never to desert their bishop, _never to 
acknowledge the usurper Felix; who, by the influence of the 
eunuchs, had been irregularly chosen and com~ecrated within the 
walls of a profane palace. At the end of two years their piou') 
obstinacy subsisted entire and unshaken; and when Constantiua 
visited Rome, he was assailed by the importunate solicitations of 
a people, who had preserved, as the last remnant of their ancient 
freedom, the right of treating their sovereign with familiar inso
lence. The wives of many of the senators and most honorable cit
izens, after pressing their husbands to intercede in favor of Li
berius, were advised to undertake a commission, which in their 
hands would be less dangerous and might prove more successful. 
The emperor received with politeness these female deputies, 
whose wealth -and dignity were displayed in the magnificence of 
their dress and ornaments: he admired their inflexible resolution 
of following their beloved pastor to the most distant regions of 
the earth; and consented that the two bishops, Liberius and 
Felix, should govern in peace their respective congregations. 
But the ideas of toleration were so repugnant to the practice, and 
even to the sentiments, of those times, that when the answer of 
Constantius was publicly read in the Circus of Rome, so reasona· 
ble a project of accommodation was rejected with contempt and 
Tidicule. The eager vehemence which animated the spectators in 
the decisive moment of a horse-race, was now directed towards a 
different object; and the Circus resounded with the shout of 
thousands, who repeatedly exclaimed, "One God, One Christ, 
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One Bishop!" The' zeal of the Roman people in the cause of 
Liberius was not confined to words alone; and the dangerous and 
bloody sedition which they excited soon after the departure of 
Constantius determined that prince to accept the submission of 
the exiled prelate, and to restore him to the undivided dominion. 
of the capital. After some ineffectual resistance, his rival was 
expelled from the city by the permission of the emperor and the 
power of the opposite iaction; the adherents of Felix were inhu
manly murdered in the streets, in the public places, in the baths, 
and even in the churches; and the face of Rome, upon the return 
of a Christian bishop, renewed the horrid image of the massacres 
of 1rlarius, and the proscriptions of Sylla. 149 

II. Notwithstanding the rapid increase of Christians under the 
reign of the Flavian family, Rome, Alexandria, and the other 
great cities of the empire, still contained a strong and powerful 
faction of Infidels, who envied the prosperity, and who ridiculed, 
even in their theatres, the theological disputes of the church. 
Constantinople alone enjoyed the advantage of being born ahd 
educated in the bosom of the faith. The capital of the East had 
never been polluted by the worship of idols; and the whole body 
of the people had deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and 
the passions, which distinguished the Christians of that age from 
the rest of mankind. After the death of Alrxander, the episcopal 
throne was disputed by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeal and 
abilities they both deserved the eminent station to which they 
aspired; and if the moral character of Macedonius was less ex
ceptionable, his competitor had the advantage of a prior election 
and a more orthodox doctrine. His firm attachment to the Ni
cene creed, which has given Paul a place itt the calendar among 
saints and martyrs, exposed him to the resentment of the Arians. 
In the space of fourteen years he was five times driven from his 
throne; to which he was more frequently restored by the vio· 
lence of the people, than by the permission of the prince; and 
the power of Macedonius could be secured only by the death of 
his rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in chains from 
the sandy deserts of Mesopotamia to the most desolate places of 
Mount Taurus,160 confined in a dark and narrow dungeon, left 
six days without food, and at length strangled by the order 
of Philip, one of the principal ministers of the emperor Con
stantius. illl The first blood which stained the new capital wall 
spilt in this ecclesiastical contest; and many persons were slain 
on both sides, in the furious and obstinate seditions of the people. 
The commission of enforcing a sentence of banishment against 
Paul, had been intrusted to Hermogenes, the master-general Clf 
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the cavalry j but the execution of it was fatal to himself. The 
Catholics rose in the defence of their bishop; the palace of Her
lUogenes was consumed; the first military officer of the empire 
was dragged by the heels through the streets of Constantinople, 
and, after he expired, his lifeless corpse was exposed to their 
wanton insults. m The fate of Hermogenes instructed Philip, the 
Prretorian prrefect, to act with more precaution on a similar oc
casion. In the most gentle and honorable terms1 he required the 
attendance of Paul in the baths of Zeuxippus, which had a pri
vate communication with the palace and the. sea. A vessel, 
which lay ready at the garden stairs1 immediately hoisted sail ; 
and, while the people were still ignorant of the meditated sac
rilege, their bishop was already embarked on his voyage to Thes
salonica. They soon beheld1 with surprise and indignation, the 
gates of the palace thrown open, and the usuper Macedonius 
seated by the side of the prrefect on a lofty chariot1 which was 
surrounded by troops of guards with drawn swords. The military 
procession advanced towards the cathedral j the Arians and the 
Catholics eagerly rushed to occupy that important post j and 
three thousand one hundred and fifty persons lost their lives in 
the confusion of the tumult. ~Iacedonius, who was supported by 
a regular force, obtained a decisive victory j but his reign was 
disturbed by chmor and sedition; and the causes which appeared 
the least connected with the subject of dispute, were sufficient to 
nourish and kindle the flame of civil discord. As the chapel in 
which the body of the great Constantine had been deposited was 
in a ruinous condition, the bishop transported those venerable re
mains into the church of St. Acacius. This prudent and even 
pious measure was represented as a wicked profanation by the 
whole party which adhered to the Homoousian doctrine. The 
factions immediately flew to arms, the consecrated ground was 
used as their field of battle j and one of the ecclesiastical histo
rians has observed, as a real fact, not as a figure of rhetoric, that 
the well before the church overflowed with a stream of blood, 
which filled the porticos and the adjacent courts. The writer 
who should impute these tumults solely to a religious principle, 
would betray a very imperfect knowledge of human nature; yet 
it must be confessed that the motive which misled the sincerity of 
zeal, and the J)retence which disguised the licentiousness of pas
sion, suppressed the remorse, which, in another cause, would have 
succeeded to the rage of the Christians of Constantinople. 153 

The cruel and arbitrary disposition of Constantius, which did 
not always require the provocations of guilt and resistance, was 
justly exasperated by the tumults of his capital, and the criminal 
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behavior of a faction, which opposed the authority and religion 
of their sovereign. The ordinary punishments of death, exile, 
and confiscation, were inflicted with partial rigor; and the Greeks 
still revere the holy memory of two clerks, a reader and a sub
deacon, who were accused of the murder of Hermogenes, and be
headed at the gates of Constantinople. By an edict of Constan
tius against the Catholics, which has not been judged worthy of 
a place in the Theodosian code, thuse who refused tu communi
cate with the Arian bishops, and particularly. with Macedonius, 
were deprived of the immunities of ecclesiastics, and of the rights 
of Christians ~ they were compelled to relinquish the possession of 
the churches, and were strictly prohibited from llOlding their as
semblies within the walls of the city. The execution of this un
just law, in the provinces of Thrace and Asia Minor, was commit
ted to the zeal of Maccdonius; the civil and military powers were 
directed to obey his commands; and the cruelties exercised by 
this Semi-Arian tyrant in the support of the Homoiousion, ex
ceeded the commission, and disgraced the reign, of Constantius. 
The sacraments of the church were administered to the reluctant 
victims, who denied the vocation, and abhorred the principles, of 
1tIacedonius.- The rites of baptism were conferred on women and 
children; who for that purpose, had been torn from the arms of 
their friends and parents; the- mouths of the communicants were 
held open by a wooden engine, while the consecrated bread was 
forced down their throat; the breasts of tender virgins were 
either burnt with red-hot egg-shells, or inhumanly compressed be
tween sharp and heavy boards. Hi4 The N ovatians of Constantino
ple and the adjacent country, by th,eir firm attachment to the 
Homoousian standard, deserved to be confounded with the Catho
lics themselves. Macedonius was informed, that a large district 
of Paphlagonia 1&11 was almost entirely inhabited by those secta
ries. He resolved either to convert or to extirpate them; and as 
he distrusted, on this occasion, the efficacy of an ecclesiastical 
mission, he commanded a body of four thousand legionaries to 
march against the rebels, and to reduce the territory of Mantinium 
under his spiritual dominion. The Novatian peasants, animated 
by despair and religious fury, boldly encountered the invaders of 
their country; and though mtlny of the Paphlagonians were slain, 
the Roman legions were vanquished by an irregular multitude, 
armed only with scythes and axes; and, except a few WI10 

l!scaped by an ignominious flight, four thousand soldiers were left 
dead on the field of battle. rrhe successor of Constantius has ex
pressed, in a concise but Iively manner, borne of the theological 
calamities which afflicted the empire, and more especially the 
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E'lst, in the reign of a prince who was the slave of his own passions, 
and of those of his eunuchs: "Many were imprisoned, and perse
cuted, and driven into exile. Whole troops of those who are 
styled heretics, were massacred, particularly at Cyzicus, and at 
Smnoaata. In Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Galatia, and in many other 
provinces, towns and villages were laid waste, and utterly de
stroyed. " 1~6 

While the flames of the Arian controversy consumed the vitals 
of the empire, the.<~frican provinces were infested by their pecu
liar enemies, the savage fanatics, who, under the name of Oir
cumcellions, formed the strength and scandal of the Donatist 
party. H>7 The severe execution of the laws o( Constantine had 
excited a spirit of discontent and resistance; the strenuous efforts 
of his son Constans, to restore the unity of the church, exasper
ated the sentiments of mutual hatred, which had first occasioned 
the separation; and the methods of force and corruption em
ployed by the two Imperial commissioners, Paul and Macarius, 
furnished the schismatics with a specious contrast between tho 
maxims of the apostles and the conduct of their pretended suc
cessors. 108 The peasants who inhabited the villages of Numidia 
and Mauritania, were a ferocious race, who had been imperfectly 
reduced under the authority of the Roman laws; who were im
perfectly converted to the Christian faith j but who were actu
ated by a blind and furious enthusia&m in the cause of their Dona
tist teachers. They indignantly supportetl the exile of their bish
ops, the demolition of their churches, and the interruption of their 
secret assemblies. 'rhe violence of the officers of justice, who 
were usually sustained by a military guard, was sometimes re
pelled with equal violence j and the blood of some popular eccle
siastics, which had been shed in the quarrel, inflamed their rude 
followers with/an eager <desire of revenging the death of these 
holy martyrs. By their own cruelty ann 'rashness, the ministera 
of persecution sometimes provoked their fate; and the guilt of an 
accidental tumult precipitated the criminals into despair and 
rebellion. Driven from their native villages, the Donatist peas
ants assembled in formidable gangs on the edge of the Getulian 
desert; and readily exchanged the habits of labor for a life of 
idleness and rapine, which was consecrated bv the name of relig
ion, and faintly condemned by the doctors of the sect. The lead
ers of the Circumcellions assumed the title of captains of the 
saints j their principal weapon, as they were indifferently pro
vided with swords anil spears, was a huge and weighty club, 
which they termed an Israelite j and the well-known sound of 
'" Praise be to God," which they used as their cry of war, diffused 



OF THE RO!fAN E.Ml>1.RE. 47 

consternation over the UlJ.l,!"Llea provinces of Africa. At first 
their depredations were colored by the plea of necessity; but 
they soon cv:eeded the measure of subsistence, indulged without 
control :deir intemperance and avarice, burnt the villages which 
\hey had pillaged, and reigned the licentious tyrants of the open 
country. The occupations of husbandry, and the administration 
of justice, were interrupted; and as the CircumceUions pre
tended to restore the primitive equality of mankind, and to reform 
the abuses of civil society, they opened a secure asylum for the 
slaves and debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy standard. 
When they were not resisted, they usually contented themselv.:-s 
with plunder, but the slightest opposition provoked them to acts 
of violence and murdcr; and some Catholic priests, who had im
prudent.ly signalized their zeal, were tortured by the fanatics 
with the most refined and wanton barbarity. The spirit of the 
Circumcellions was not always exerted against their defenceless 
enemies; they engaged, and sometimes defeated, the troops of 
the province; and in the bloody action of BagaJ, they attacked 
in the open field, hut with unsuccessful valor, an advanced guard 
of the Imperial cavalry. The Donatists who were taken in arms, 
rec.~ived, and they soon deserved, the same treatment which 
might have been shown to the wild beasts of the desert. The 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the sword, °the axe, or 
the fire; and the measures of retaliation were multiplied in a rap
id proportion, which aggravated the horrors of rebellion, and 
excluded the hope of lllutual forgiveness. In the beginning of 
the present century, the example of the Circumcellions has l)cen 
renewed in the persecution, the boldness, the crimes, and the 
enthusiasm of the Camisards j and if the fanatics of Languedoc 
surpassed those of Numidia, by their military achievements, the 
Africans maintained their fierce independence with more resolu
tion and perseverance. m 

Such disorders are the natural effects of religious tyranny; but 
the rage of the Donatists was inflamed by a frenzy of a very ex
traordinary kind; and which, if it really prevailed among them in 
so extravagant a degree, cannot surely be paralleled in any coun
try or in any age. :l\Iany of these fanatics were possessed with the 
horror of life, and the desire of martyrdom; and they deemed it 
?f little moment by what means, or by what hands, they perished, 
If their conduct was sanctified by the intention of devoting them
s~lves to the glory of the true faith, and the hope of eternal bap
plllCSS. 160 Sometimes they rudely disturbed the festivals, and 
profaned the temples of Paganism, with the design of exciting the 
most zealous of the jdolatcrs to revenge the insulted honor of 
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their gods. They ,sometimes forced their way into the courts of 
justice, and compelled the affrighted judge to give orders for 
their immediate execution. 'rhey frequently stopped travellers 
on the public highways, and obliged them to inflict the stroke of 
martyrdom, by the promise of a reward, if they consented, and by 
the threat of instant death, if they refused to grant so very singu
lar a favor. When they were disappointed of every other re
source, they announced the day on which, in the presence of 
their friends and brethren, they should cast themselves headlong 
from some lofty rock; and many precipices were shown, which 
had acquired fame .by the number of religious 'suicides. In thl:! 
actions of these desperate enthusiasts, who were~ admired by on(" 
party as the martyrs of God, and abhorred by the other as the 
victims of Satnn, an impartial philosopher may discover the influ
ence and the last abuse of that inflexible spirit, which was origin
ally derived from the character and principles of the Jewish 
nation. 

The simple narrative of the intestine divisions, which distracted 
the peace, and dishonored the triumph, of the church, will con
firm the remark of a Pagan historian, and justify the complaint of 
a venerable bishop. The experience of Ammianus had convinced 
him, that the enmity of the Christians towards each other, sur
passed the fury of savage beasts against man; 161 and Gregory 
Nazianzen most pathetically laments, that the kingdom of heaven 
was converted, by discord, into the image of chaos, of a noctur
nal tempest, and of hell itself.16~ The fierce and partial writers of 
the times, ascribing all virtue to themselves, and imputing all 
guilt to their adversaries, have painted the battle of the angels 
and dmmons. Our calmer reason will reject such pure and per
fect monsters of vice of sanctity, and will impute an equal, or at 
least an indiscriminate, measure of good and evil to the hostile 
sectaries, who assumed and bestowed the appellations of orthodox 
and heretics. ,They had been educated in the same religion, and 
the same civil society. Their hopes and fears in the present, or 
~n a future life, were balanced in the same proportion. On either 
side, the error might be innocent, the faith sincere, the practice 
meritorious or corrupt. Their passions were excited by similar 
objects; and they might alternately abuse the favor of the court, 
or of tho people. The metaphysical opinions of the Athanasians 
and the Arians could not influence their moral character; and 
they were alike, actuated by the intolerant spirit which has been 
extracted from the pure and simple maxims of the gospel. 

A modern writer, who, with a just confidence, has prefixed to 
his own history the honorable epithets of political and philosophi
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cal,163 accuses the timid prudence of Montesquieu, for neglecting 
to enumerate, among the causes of the decline of the empire, a 
law of Constantine, by which the exercise of the Pagan worship 
was absolutely suppressed, and a considerable part of his subjects 
was left defJtitute of priests, of temples, and of any public relig
ion. . The zeal of the philosophic historian for the rights of man~ 
kin!l, has induced him to acquiesce in the ambiguous testimony of 
those ecclesiastics, who have too lightly ascribed to their favorite 
hero the merit of a general 1)ersecution,IG4 Instead of alleging 
this imaginary law, which would have blazed in the front of the 
Imperial codes, we may safely appeal to the original €pistle, 
which Constantine addressed to the followers of the ancient relig
ion; at a time when he no longer disguised his conversion, nor 
dreaded the rivals of his throne. He im ites and exhorts, in the 
most pressing terms, the subjects of the Roman empire to imitate 
the example of their master; but he declares, that those who still 
refuse to open their eyes to the celestial light, may freely enjoy 
their temples and their fancied gods. A report, that the ceremo
nies of Paganism were suppressed, is formally contradicted by the 
emperor himself, who wisely assigns, as the princil)le of his mod
eration, the invincible force of habit, of pn·judice, and of super
stition. 16D Without violating the sanctity of his promise, without 
alarming the fears of the Pagans, the artful monarch advanced, 
by slow and cautious steps, to undermine the irregular and de
cayed fabric of Polytheism. The partial acts of severity ,"\ hich llC 
occasionally exercised, though they were secretly prompted by a 
IJhristian zeal, were colored by the fairest pretences of justice and 
the public good; and while Constantine designed to ruin tlle 
foundations, he seemed to reform the abuses, of the ancient relig
ion, After the example of the wisest of his predecessors, he con
demned, under the mo::;t rigorous penalties, tlle occult and impi
ous arts of divination; which excited the vain hopes, and some
times the criminal attempts, of those who were discontented with 
their present condition. An ignominious silence was imposed on 
the oracles, which had-been publicly convicted of fraud and false
hood; the effeminate priests of the Nile were abolished; and 
Oonstantine discharged the duties of a Roman censor, when he 
gave orders for the demolition of several temples of Phamicia ; 
in which every mode of .prostitution was devoutly practised in 
the face of day, and to the honor of Venus, 186 The Imperial city 
of Constantinople was, in some measure, raised at the expense, 
and was adorned with the spoils, of the opulent temples of Greece 
and Asia; the sacred property was confiscated; the statues of 
gods and heroes were trtlnspo~d, with rude familiarity, amollg 
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ft. people who considered them as objects, not vf adoration. but 
of curiosity; the gold and silver were restored to circulation; 
and the magistrates, the bishops, and the eunuchs, improved the 
fortunate occasion of gratifying, at once, their zea1, their aval'ice, 
and their resentment. But these depredations were confined to a 
small part of the Roman world; and the provinces had been long 
..ince accustomed to endure the same sacrilegious rapine, from the 
tyranny of princes and proconsuls, who could not be suspected of 
any design t(. subvert the established religion. 161 

The sons of Constantine trod in the footsteps of their father, 
with more zeal, and with less discretion. The pretences of rapine 
and oppreso.ion were insensibly multiplied; 168 every indulgence 
was shown to the illegal behavior of the Christians j every doubt 
was explained to the disadvantage of Paganism; and the demoli
tion of the temples was celebrated as one of the auspicious events 
of the reign of Constans and Constantius. leg The name of Con
stantiml is prefixed "to a concise law, which might have superseded 
the necpssity of any future prohibitions. "It is our pleasure, that 
in all places, anJ in. all cities, the temples be immediately shut, 
and em-erully guarded, that none may have the power of offend
ing. It is likewise our pleasure, that all our subjects should ab
stain from sacrifices. If anyone should be guilty of such an act, 
let him feel the sword of vengea.nce, and after his execution, let 
his property be confiscated to the public use. We denounce the 
same penaltIes against the governors of the provinc~s, if they neg
lect to puaish the criminals." 110 But there is the strongest rea
80n to beliQve, that this formidable edict was either composed 
without being published, or was published without being exe
cuted. The evidence of facts, and the monuments which are still 
extant of brass and marble, continue to prove the public exercise 
of the Pagan worship during the whole reign of the sons of Con
st<mtine. In the East, as well as in the West, in cities, as well as 
in the country, a great number of temples were respected, or at 
least were spared; and the devout multitude still enjoyed the 
luxury of sacrifices, of festivals, and oi. processions, by the per· 
mission, or by the connivance, of the civil government. About 
four years after the supposed date of this bloody edict, Constan
tius visited the temples of Rome; and the decency of his behav
ior is recommended by a pagan orator as an example worthy ·of 
the imitation of succeeding princes. " That emperor," says Sym
machus, "suffered the privileges of the vestal virgins to remain 
inviolate; he bestowed the sacerdotal dignities on the nobles of 
Rome, granted the customary allowance to defray the expenses of 
the public rites and sacrifices; and, though he had embraced a 
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different religion, he never attempted to deprive the empire of the 
sacred worship of antiquity." 111 The senate still presumed to 
consecrate, by solemn decrees; the divine memory of their sover.. 
eigns; and Constantine himself was associated, after his death, 
to those gods whom he had renounced and insulted during his 
life. The title, the ensigns, the prerogatives, of SOVEREIGN PON~· 
Tll'F, which had been instituted by Numa, and assumed by Au
gustus, were accepted, without hesitation, by seven Christian em
perors; who were invested with a more absolute authority over 
the religion which they had deserted, than over th.at which tlleY 
professed. 1n 

The divisions of Christianity suspended the ruin of Pagan
ism; 113 and the holy war against the infidels was less vigorously 
prosecuted by princes and bishops, who were more immediately 
alarmed by the guilt and danger of domestic rebellion. The ex
th-pation of idolatry IH might have been justified by the estab~ 
lished principles of intolerance = but the hostile sect~, which 
alternately reigned in the Imperial court, were mutuallyapprehen
sive of alienating, and perhaps exasperating, the minds of a pow
erful, though declining faction. Every motive of authority and 
fashion, of interest and reason, now militated on the side of Chris
tianity; but two or three generat.ions elapsed, before their victo
rious influence was universally felt. The religion which had so 
long and so lately been established in the Roman empire was still 
revered by a numerous people, less attached indeed to speCUlative 
opinion that to ancient custom. The honors of the state and 
army were indifferently bestowed on al~ the subjects of Constan
tine and Constantius; and a considerable portion of knowledge 
~nd wealth and valor was still engaged in the service of Polythe
Ism. The -superstition of the senator and of the peasant, of the 
poet and the philosopher, was derived from very diffbrent causes, 
but they met with equal devotion in the temples of the gods. 
Their zeal was insensibly provoked by the insulting triumph of a 
proscribed sect; and their hopes were revived by the well
grounded confidence, that the presumptive heir of the empire, a 
young and valiant hero, who had delivered GallI from the arm& of 
the barbarians, had secretly embraced the religion of hi& ances 
tori. 
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CHAPTER XXII• 

.Jl)"1:.IAN IS DECLARED EMPEROR BY THE LEGIONS OF GAUL.-H1'8 
MARCil AND SUCCESS.-THE DEATH OF CONSTANTIUS.-CIVIL 

ADMINISTRATION OF JULIAN. 

WHILE the Romans languished under the ignominious tyranny 
of eunuchs and bishops, the praises of Julian were repeated 
with transport in every part of the empire, except in the palace of 
Constantius. The barbarians of Germany had felt, and still 
dreaded, the arms of the young Cresar; his soldiers v.Tere the com· 
panions of his victory; the grateful provincials enjoyed the bless
ings of his reign; but the favorites, who had opposed his eleva
tion, were offended by his virtues; and they justly considered the 
friend of the people as the enemy of the court. As long as the 
fame of Julian was doubtful, the buffoons of the palace, who were 
skilled in the language of satire, tried the efficacy of those arts 
which they had so often prac~ised with success. They easily dis
covered that his simplicity was not exempt from affectation: the 
ridiculous epithets of a hairy savage, of an ape inveEted with the 
purple, were applied to the dress and person of the philosophic war
rior; and his modest despatches were stigmatized as the vain and 
elaborate fictions of a loquacious Greek, a speCUlative soldier, who 
had studied the art of war amidst the groves of the academy.l The 
voice of malicious folly was at length silenced by the shouts CJf 
victory; the conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could no 
longer be painted as an object of contempt; and the monarch 
himself was meanly ambitious of stealing from his lieutenant the 
honorable reward of his labors. In the letters crowned with 
laurel, which, according to ancient custom, were addressed to the 
provinces, the name of Julian was omitted. "Constantius had 
made his dispositions in person; he had signalized his valor in the 
foremost ranks; his military conduct had secured the victory i 
a.nd the captive king of the barbarians was presented to him on 
the field of battle," from which he was at that time distant about 
forty days' journey.:I So extravagant a fable was incapable, how
ever, of deceiving the public credulity, or even of satisfying the 
pride of the emperor himself. Secretly conscious that the ap
plause and favor of the Romans accompanied the rising fortunes 
of Julian, his discontented mind was prepared to receive the sub
tle poison of those artful sycophants, who colored their mischiev
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ous designs with the fairest appearances of truth and candor.3 

Instead of depreciating the merits of Julian, they acknowledged, 
and even exaggerated, his popular fame, superior talents, _and im
portant services. .But they darkly insinuated, that the virtues of 
the Cresar might instantly be converted into the niost dangerous 
crimes, if the inconstant multitude should prefer their inclina
tions to their duty; or if the general of a victorious army should 
ue tempted from his allegiance by the hopes of revenge and inde
pendent greatness. The personal fears of Constantius were inter
preted by his council as a laudable anxiety for the public safety; 
whilst in private, and perhaps in his own breast, he disguised, un
der the less odious appellation of fear, the sentiments of hatred 
and envy, which he had secretly conceived for the inimitable vir
tues of Julian. 

The apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the immediate danger of 
the eastern provinces, offered a specious pretence for the design 
which was artfully concerted by the Imperial ministers. They 
resolved to disarm the Cresar; to recall those faithful troops who 
guarded his person and dignity; and to employ, in a distant war 
against the Persian monarch, the hardy veterans who had van
quished, on the banks of the Rhine, the fiercest nations of Ger
many. While Julian used the laborious hours of his winter quar
ters at Paris in the administration of power, which, in his hands, 
was the exercise of virtue, he was surprised by the hasty arrival 
of a tribune and a notary, with positive orders from the emperor, 
which they were directed to execute, and he was commanded not 
to oppose. Constuntius signified his .pleasure, that four entire 
legions, the Celtre, and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Batavians, 
shoutd be separated from the standard of Julian, under which 
they. had acquired their fame and discipline; that in each of the 
remmning bands three hundred of the bravest youths should l?e 
selected; and that this numerous detachment, the strength of the 
Gallic army, sho.uld instantly begin their march, and exert their 
utmost diligence to arrive, before the opening of the campaign, 
on the frontiers of Persia.· The Cresar foresaw and lamented the 
consequences of this fatal mandate. Most of the auxiliaries, who 
-:ngaged their voluntary service, had stipulated, that they should 
never be obliged to pass the Alps. The public faith of Home and 
the personal honor of Julian, had been pledged for the observance 
of this condition. Such an act of treachery and oppression weuid 
destroy the confidence, and excite the resentment, of the inde
pendent warriors of Germany, who considered truth as the noblest 
~f theil" virtues, and freedom as the most valuable of their posses
~V"'Jl') "rhe legionaries who enjoyed the title and privileges of 
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R0mans, were enlisted for the general defence of thc republic; 
but those mercenary troops heard with cold indifference the an
tiquated names of the republic and of Rome. Attached, either 
from bir.th ,or long habit, to the climate and manners of Gaul, 
they loved and admired Julian; they despised, and perhaps 
hated, the emperor; they dreaded the laborious marc1l, the Per· 
sian arrows, and the b·..ll'lling deserts of Asia. They claimed as 
their own the country which they had saved j and excueed their 
want of spirit, by pleading the sacred and more immediate duty 
of protecting their families and friends. The apprehensions of the 
Gauls were derived from the knowledge of the impending a~d 
inevitable danger. As soon as the provinces were exhausted of 
their military strength, the Germans would violate {l treaty which 
had been imposed on their fears; and notwithstanding the abili
ties and valor of Julian, the general of a nominal army, to whom 
the public calamities would be imputed, must find himself, after a 
vain resistance, either a prisoner in the camp of the barbarians, or 
a criminal in the palace of Constantius. If Julian complied with 
the orders which he had received, he subscribed his own destruc
tion, and tlmt of a people who deserved his affection. But a pos
itive refusal was an act of rebellion, and a declaration of war. 
The inexorable jealousy of the emperor, the peremptory, and per
haps insidious, nature of his commands, left not any room for a 
fail' apology, or candid interpretation j and the dependent station 
of the Coosar scarcely allowed him to pause or to deliberate. Soli
tude increased the perplexity of Julian; he could no longer apply 
to the faithful counsels of SaUust, who had been removed from 
his office by the judicious malice. of the eunuchs : he could not 
even enforce his representations by the concurrence of the minis
ters, who wonld have been afraid or ashamed to approve the ruin 
of Gaul. The moment had been chosen, when Lupicinus,' 
the general of the cavalry, was despatched into Britain, to re
pulse the inroads of the Scots and Picts; and Florentius was 
occupied at Vienna by the asses~ment of the tribute. The latter, . 
a crafty and corrupt statesman, declining to assume a responsible 
part on this dangerous occasion, eluded the pressing and repeated 
invitations of Julian, who represented til him, that in every im
portant measure, the presence of the proofect was indispensable in 
the council of the prince. In t.he meanwhile the Cresar was op· 
pressed by the rude and importunate solicitations of the Imperial 
messengers, who presumed to suggest, that if he expected the re
tUI n of his ministers, he would charge himself with the guilt of 
the delay, and reserve for Ulem the merit of the execution. Un
able to resist, unwilling to comply, Julian expressed, in the mos~ 



OF THE ROMAN ElfP1RE. 55 

\leriolll'l tenns, his wish, and even his intention, ~f resigning the 
purple, which he could not preserve with honor, out which he 
could not abdicate with safety. 

After a painful conflict, Julian was c~mpelleu to acknowledge, 
,that obedience was the virtue of tlle most eminent subject, Rnd 
that the sovereign alone was entitled to judge of the public wel
fare. He issued the nece~sary orders for carrying into execution 
the commands of Const:mtius;· a part of the troops began their 
march for the Alps; and the detachmen~s from the several garri
sons moved towards thejr respective places of assembly. 'rhey 
advanced with difficulty through the trembling and affrigL.ted 
crowds of provincials, who attempted to excite theIr pity by silent 
despair, or loud lamentations; while the wives of the soldiers, 
holding their infants in their arms, accused the desertion of their 
husbands, in the mixed language of grief, of tenderness, r.nd of 
indignation. This scene of general distress afflicted the humanity 
of the Cresar; he granted a sufficient number of post-wagons to 
transport the wives and. families of. the ~oldiers, 6 endeavored to 
nlleviate the hardships which he was constrained to inflict, and 
increased, by the most laudable arts, his own popularity, and the 
discontent of the cxiled troops. The grief of an armed multitude 
is soon converted into rage; their licentious murmurs, which 
every hour were communicated from tent to tent with more bold
ness and effect, prepared their minds for the most daring acts of 
s~dition; and by the connivallce of their tribunes, a seasonable 
lIbel was secretly dispersed; which painted in lively colors the 
disgrace of the Cresar, the oppression of the Gallic army~ and the 
feeble vices of the tyrant of Asia. The servants of Constantius 
were astonished and alarmed by the progress of this dangerous 
spirit. They pressea the Cresar to hasten the departure of the 
troops j but they imprudently rejected the honest and judicious 
advice of Julian; who proposed that they should not march 
~hrou~h Paris, and suggested the danger and temptation of a last 
wterVlew. 

As soon as the approach of the troops was announced, the 
Cresar went out to meet them, and ascended his tribunal, which 
had been erected in a plain before the gates of the city.. After 
distinguishing the officers and soldiers, who by their rank or merit 
deserved a peculiar attention, Julian addressed himself in a stud
Ied oration to the surrounding multitude: he celebrated their ex
ploits with grateful applause; encouraged them to accept, with 
n:lacrity, the honor of serving under the eye of a powerful and 
lIbcral monarch; and admonished thcm that the commands of 
Augustus required an instant and cheerful obedience. The 801
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diers, who were apprehensive of offending their general by an in~ 
decent clamor, or of belying their sentiments by false and venat 
acclamations, maintained an obstinate silence j and after a short 
pause, were dismissed to their quarters. The principal officers 
were entertained by the Cresar, who professed, in the warmest 
1anguage of friendship, his desire and his inability to reward, ac} 
cordino to their deserts, the brave companiflns of his victories. 
They ~etired from the feast, full of· grief and perplexity j and 
lamented the hardship of their fate, which tore them from their 
beloved general and their native country. The only expedient 
which could prevent their separation was boldly agitated and ap
proved j the pupular resentment was insensibly moulded into a 
regular conspiracy j their just reasons of complaint were height
ened by passion, and their passions were inflamed by wine; as, on 
the eve of their departure, the troops were 1ndulged in licentious 
festivity. ) At the hour of midnight, the impetuous multituq.e, 
with sword'3, and bows, anll torches in their hands, rushed into 
the suburbs; ellcompassed the palace; 7 and, careless of future 
dangers, pronounced the fatal and irrevocable words, JULIAN 
AUGUSTUS! The prince, whose anxious suspense was interrupted 
by their disorderly acclamations, secured the doors against their 
intrusion j and as long as it was in his power, secluded his person 
and dignity from the accidents of a nocturnal tumult. At the 
dawn of day, the soldiers, whose zeal was irritated by opposition, 
forcibly. entered the palace, seized with respectful violence the ob
ject of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn swords through 
the streets of Paris, placed him on the tribunal, and with re
peated shouts saluted him as their emperor. Prudence, as well as 
loyalty, inculcated the propriety of resisting their treasonable de~ 
signs; _and of preparing, for his oppressed 'virtue, the excuse of 
violence. Addressing himself by turns to the multitude ana. to 
individuals, he sometimes implored their mercy, and sometimes 
expressed his indignation; conjured them not to sully the fame 
of their- immortal victories; and ventured to promise, that if t11ey 
would immediately return to their allegiance, he would undertake 
to obtain from the emperor not only a free and gracious pardon, 

'but even the revocation of the orders which had excited their 
resentment. But the soldiers, who were conscious of their guilt, 
ch03e rather to depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 
clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was insensibly turned into 
impatience~ and thetr impatience into rage. '""!'he inflexible Cresar 
sustained, till the third hour of the day, their prayers, their re
proaches, and their menaces; nor did he yield, till he had been 
repeatedly assured, that if he wished to liYe, he must consent to 
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reign. He was exalted on a shield in the presence, ana amidst 
the unanimous acclamations, of the troops j a rich military collar, 
which was offered by chance, supplied the want of a diadem; 8 

the ceremony was concluded by the promise of a moderate dona
tive ; ~ and the new emperor, overwhelmed with real or affected 
grief, retired into the most secret recesses of his apartment. 10 

The grief of Julian could proceed only from his innocence, llut 
his innocence must appear extremely doubtful 11 in the eyes of 
those who have learned to suspect the motives and the profes
sions of princes. His lively and active mind was susceptible of 
the various impressions of hope and fear, of gratitude and re
venge, of duty and of ambition, of the love of fame, and of the 
fear of reproach. But it is impossible for us to calculate the re
spective weight and operation of these sentiments; or to ascertain 
the principles of action which might escape the observation, while 
they guided, or rather impelled, the steps of Julian himself. The 
discontent of the troops was produced by the malice of his ene
mies; their tumult was the natural effect of interest and of pas
sion; and if Julian had tried to conceal a deep design under the 
appearancefl of chance, he must have employed the most consum
mate artifice without necessity, and probably without success. 
Be solemnly declares, in the presence of J\ipiter, of the Sun, of 
Mars, of :r.Iinerva, and of all the other deities, that till the close of 
the evening which p.recedefl his clevation, he was utterly ignorant 
of the designs of the soldiers t 12 and it may seem ungenerous to 
distrust the honor of a hero and the truth of a philosopher. Yet 
the superstitious confidence that Constantius was. the enemy, and 
that he himself was the fM'orite, of the gods, might prompt him 
to desire, to Bolicit, and even to lillsten the auspicious moment of 
his reign, which was predestined to restore>the ancient religion of 
mankind. When Julian had received the intelligence of the con
spiracy, he resigned himself to a Bhort slumber; and afterwards 
related to his friends that he had seen the genius of the empire 
waiting with some impatience at his door, pressing for admit
!ance, and reproaching his want of spirit and ambition: 13 Aston
Ished and perpie:ted,.he addressed his prayers to the great Jupi
ter, who immediately signified, by a clear and manifest omen, 
that he should submit to the will of heaven and of the army. 
~he conduct which disclaims the ordinary maxims of reason, ex
CItes our suspicion and eludes our inquiry. Whenever the spirit 
?f fanaticism, at once so credulous and so crafty, has insinuated 
Itselt into a noble mind; it insensibly corrodes the vital principles 
of virtfle and veracity. 

To moderate the zeal of his party, to'pfotect the persons of his 
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enemies, It tp defeat and to despise the secret enterprises whiGh 
were formed against. his life and dignity, were the cares which em
ployed the tir.ilt days of the reign of the new emperor. Although 
he wJ.s firmly resolved to maintain the station which he had as
sumed, he w,ls.still desirous of saving his country from the calam
ities of civil wJ.r, of declining a contest with the superior forces 
of Constantiu:!, and of preserving his own character from the 
repro:1ch of p3rfi1y and ingratitude. Adorned with the ensigns 
\)f milit3.ry ani impedal pomp, Julian showed himself in the field 
of Mars to the soldiers, who g16wed with ardent enthusiasm in 
the ca.use of their pupil, their leader, and their friend. He reca
pitulated their victories, lam.lUted their sufferings, applauded their 
resolution, anim lted their hopes, ancI checked their impetuosity; 
nor did he dismiss the assembly, till he had otained a solemn prom
ise from the troops, that if the emperor of the East would subscribe 
an equitable treaty, they would renounce any view3 oJ conquest, 
and satisfy them3elves with the tranquil possession of the Gilllic 
provinces. On this foundation he composed, in his own name, 
and in that of the army, a specious and modemte epistle,l!; which 
was delivered to Pentadius, his m"l.ster of the offices, and to his 
chamberlain Eutherills; two ambassadors whom he appointcd to 
receive the answer, and observe the dispositions of Constantius. 
11his epistle is inscribed with the molest appullation of Cresar; 
but Julhn solicits, in a peremptory, though respectful, m°l.nner, 
the confirm'ltion of the title of AllgustUS. He acknowledges the 
irregularity of his own election, while he justifies, in some mea.s
ure, the resentm mt anl violence of the troops which ha.d extorted 
his reluctant con~ent. He allows the suprem'..I.cy of his brother 
Con::ltantiu8; and engclgas to ~end him an annllal present of Span
ish horses, to· recruit I-th! army with a select number of barbarian 
youth~, ancI to accept from hi~ ch~ice a Prretorian prrefect of ap"~ 
provei discretion and fii3lity. But he reserves for himself the 
nommation of his other civil and military officers, with the troops, 
the ravenue, and the sovereignty of the provinces beyond the 
Alp3. He admJnishes the emperor to consult the dictates of jus
tice j to distflBt th3 arts of those venal fiatterergf who !mbsist only 
by the discord of pl"inces j and to emuraee the offer of a fair and 
honorJ.ble tre3.ty, equ:l.lly advantageous to the republic and to the 
hou3e of Constantine. (n thi~ negotiation Julian claimed no more 
th.1n he already possessed. The delegated authority which he had 
long exercised over the provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was 
still obeyed under a name more independent and august.• The 
soldiers and the 'people rejoiced in a revolution which was not 
stained even with the blood of the guilty. ,Florentius was a fugio 
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tive ; Lipicinus a prisoner. The persons who were disaffected to 
the new government were disarmed and secured; and the vacant 
offices were distributed, according to the recommendation of 
merit, by a prince who despised the intrigues of the palace, and 
the clamors of the soldiers. 16 

The negotiations of peace were accompanied and supported by 
the most vigorous preparations for war. The army, which Julian 
held in readiness for immediate action, was recruited and aug
l1ented by the disorders of the times. The cruel persecutions of 
the faction of Magnentius had filled Gaul with numerous bands of 
outlaws and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offer of a 
general pardon from a prince whom they could trust, submitted to 
the restraints of milit.ary discipline, and retained only their im
placable hatred to the person and government of Constantius. 11 

As soon as the season of the year permitted Julian to take the 
field, he appeared at the head of his legions; threw a bridge over 
the RInne in the neighborhood of Cleves; and prepared to chas
tise the perfidy of the Attuarii, a tribe of Franks, who presumed 
that they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers of a divided 
f>mpire. The difficulty, as well as' glory, of this enterprise, con
sisted in a labOi"ious march; and Julian had conquered, as soon as 
he could penetrate into a country, which former princes had con
sidered as inaccessible. After he had given peace to the barbari
ans, the emperor carefully visited the fortifications along the Rhine 
from Oleves to Basil; surveyed. with peculiar attention, the terri~ 
tories which he had recovered from the hands of the Alemanni, 
passed through Besan<;on,18 which had severely suffered from 
their fury, and fixed his head-quarters at Vienna for the ensuing 
winter. The barrier of Gaul was improved and strengthened with 
additional fortifications; and Julian entertained some hopes that 
the Germans, whom he had so often vanquished, might, in his 
,bsence, be restrained by the terror of his name. Yadomair IV was 
lhe only prince of the Alemanni whom he esteemed or feared; 
II.nd while the subtle barbarian affected to observe the faith of 
treaties, the progress of his arms threatened the state with an un
seasonable and dangerous war. The poliey of Julian condescend
ed to surprise the prince of the Alemanni by his own arts: and 
Vudomair, who, in the character of a friend, had incautiously ac
t!epted an invitation from the Roman governors, was seized in t.he 
midst of the entertainment, and sent away prisoner into the heart 
of Spain. Before the barbarians were recovered from their amaze
ment, the emperor appeared in arms on the, banks of the Rhine, 
and, once more crossing the river; renewed the deep impressionfl 
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of terror and respect which had been already made by four pre
ceding expeditions. 20 

The am baHsadors of Julian had been instructed to execute, with 
the utmost diligeucp, their important commission. But, in their 
pas.'mge th\'ou~h Italy and Illyricum, they were detained by the 
!;edious and affected delays of the provincial governors; they 
were conducted by slow journeys from Constantinople to Cresarea 
:in Cappadocia; and when at length they were admitted to the 
presence of Constantius, they found 'that he had already con
ceived, from the despatches of his own officers, the most unfavor
able opinion of the conduct of Julian, and of the Gallic army. 
The letters were heard with impatience j the trembling messen
gers were dismissed with indignation and contempt; and the 
looks, the gestures, the furious language of the monarch, cx
pressed the disorder of his soul. The domestic connection, which 
might have reconcIled the brother and the husband of Heleaa, 
was recently dissolved by the death of that princess, whose preg
nancy had been several times fruitless, and was at last fatal to 
herself. 21 The empres'3 Ensebia had preserved, to the last mo
ment of her life, the warm, and even jealous, affection which she 
had conceived for Julian j and her mild influence might have 
moderated the resentment of a prince, who, since her death, was 
abandoned to his own passions, and to the arts of his eunuchs. 
But the terror of a foreign invasion obliged him to suspend the 
punishment of a private enemy: he continued his march towards 
the confines of Persia, and thought it sufficient to signify the con
ditions which might entitle Julian and his guilty followers to the 
clemency of their offended sovereign. He required, that the pre
sumptuous Cre3ar should expressly renounce the appellation and 
rank of Augustus, which he had accepted from the rebels; that 
he should descend to his former station of a limited and depend
ent minister; that he should .vest' the powers of the state and 
a.rmy in the hands of those officers who were appointed by the 
Imperial court; and that he should trust his safety to the assur
ances of p.mlon, which were announced by Epictctus, a. Gallic 
bishop, and one of the Arian favorites of Com;tantius. Several 
moath~ were ineffectually consumed in a treaty which was negoti
ated at the distance of three thousand miles between Paris and 
Antioch; and as soon as Julian perceived that his modest and 
respectful behavior served only to irritate the pride of an implaca
ble adversary, he boldly resolved to commit his life and fortune to 
the chance of a c~vil,,~war. He gave a public and military audi
ence to the qure3tor Leonas : the haughty epiJtle of Constantius 
was read-to the attentive multitude; and Julian protested, with 
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the most flattering deference, that he was ready to resign the title 
of Augustus, if he could obtain the consent of those whom he ac
knowledged as the authors of his elevation. The faint proposal 
was impetuously silenced; and the Ilcclnmations of "Julian Au
gustus, continue to reign, by the authority of the army, of the 
psople, of the republic which you have saved," thundered at once 
from every part of the field, and terrified the pale ambassador of 
Constantins. A part of the letter was afterwards read, in whic~ 
the emperor arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he llad in
vested with the honors. of the purple; whom he had educated 
with so much care end tenderness; whom he had preserved in his 
infancy, when he was left a helpless orphan. " An orphan I" in~ 
terrupte-d Julian, ,who justified his cause by indulging his pas· 
sions: "does the assassin of my family reproach me that I Wail 

left an orphan? He urges me to revenge those injuries which I 
have long studied to forget. " The assembly was dismissed; and 
Leonas, who, with some difficulty, had been protected from the 
popular fury, was sent back to his master with an epistle, in 
which Julian expressed, in a strain of the most vehement eloquence, 
the sentimen~s of contempt, of hatred, and of resentment, which 
had been suppressed and imbittered by the ilissimulation of twenty 
years. After this message, which might be considered as a signal 
of irreconcilable war, Julian, who, some weeks before, had cele
brated the Christian festival of the Epiphany,22 made a puhlic dec
laration that he committed the care Of his safety to the IMMORTAL 

GODS; and thus publicly ren.ounced the religion as well as the 
friendship of Constantius. 23 

The situation of Julian required a vigorous and immediate res~ 
lution. He had discovered, from intercepted letters, that his ad
versary, sacrificing the interest of the state to that of the mon
arch, had again excited the barbarians to invade the provinces pf 
the West. The position of two magazines, one of them collected 
on the banks of the Lake of Constance, the other formed at the 
foot of the Cottian Alps, seemed to indicate the march of two 
armies; and the size of those magazines, each of which-consisted 
of six hundred thousand quarters of wheat, or rather flour,24 was 
a threatening evidence of the strength and numbers of the enemy 
Who prepared to surround him. But the Imperial legions were 
still in their distant quarters of Asia; the Danube was feebly 
guarded; and if Julian could occupy, by a sudden incursion, the 
important provinces of Illyricum, he might expect that a people 
of soldiers would resort to his standard, and that the rich mines: 
of gold and silver WOUld contribute to the expenses of the civil 
War. He proposed this bold enterprise to the assembly of the sol
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diers; inspired them with a just confidence in their general, b:!"_

in them3el ves; and exhorted them to maintain their reputation 01 

being terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow-citizens, and 
obedient to their officers. His spirited discourse was received 
with the loudest acclamations, and the same troops which had 
taken up arm3 aga.inst Constantius, when he summoned them to 
leave GJ.ul, now declared with alacrity, that they would follow 
Jul;.an to the farthest extremities of Europe or Asia. The oath of 
fidelity waS a.dministered; and the soldiers, clashing their shields, 
and po~nting their drawn swords to their throats, devoted them
selves, -with horrid imprecations, to the service of a leader whom 
they celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul and the conqeror of the 
Germ:ms. ~r. This solemn engagement, which seemed to be dic
hted by aiIectio!l rather t11:1.n by duty, was singly opposed by 
Nebridius, who ha.d been admitted to the office of Prmtori::m prm
fect. That faithful minister, alone and unassisted, asserted the 
rights of C;)llst:tntius in the midst of an armed and angry multi
tude, to whose fury he had almost fallen an honorable, but use
les" sacrifice. A.fter losing one of his hands by the stroke of a 
sWJrd, he embraced the knees of the prince whom he had offend
ed.. Julian covered the prrefect with his Imperial mantle, and, 
protecting him from the zeal of his fo1l0wers, dismissed him to 
his own house, with less respect than was perhaps due to the vir
tue of an enemy. ~6 The high office of Nebridius was bestowed 
on SJ.llu3t; and the provinces of Gaul, which were now rl,elivered 
frJffi the intolerable oppression of taxes, enjoyed the mild and 
equita.ble administration of the frie"nd of Julian, who was permit
ted to practise those virtues which he had instilled into the mind 
of his pupil. ~1 

The hopes of Julian depended much less on the number of his 
troop3. than on the celerity of his motions. In the execution of a 
daring enterprise, he availed himself of every precaution, as far as 
prud,}llce could su~gest; and where prudence could no longer ac
GOm(>~ny his steps, he trusted the event to, valor and to fortune. 
In the neighborhood of Basil he assembled and divided his army. 26 

One body, whicll consisted of ten thousand men. was directed, 
un ler the commJn.1 of Nevitta. general of the cavalry, to advance 
th~ough the midla.nd parts of Rhmtia and Noricum. A similar di
vi:;i,lll of troops, under the orders of Jf)vius and J ovinu3, prepared 
to follow the oblique course of the highways, through the Alps 
and the northern confines of Italy. The instructions to the gen
erals were conceived with enprgy and precision: to hasten their 
march in close and compact COhlm!lS, which, according to the dis
position oC the ground, might readily be changed into any order 
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of battle; to secure themselves against tho surprises of the night 
by strong posts and vigilant guards; to prevent resistance by 
their unexpected arrival; to elude examination by their sudden 
departure; to spread the opinion of their strength, and the terrOl 
of his name; and to join their sovereign under the walls of Sir~ 
mium. For himsIJlf Julian had reserved a more difficult and ex~ 
traordmary part. He selected three thousand bravo and activo 
volunteers, resolved, like their leader, to cast behind them every 
hope_ of a retreat: at the head of this faithful band, he fearlessly 
plunged into the recesses of the Marcian, or Black Forest, which 
conceals the sources of the Danube; 29 and, for many days, the 
fate of Julian was unknown to the world. The secrecy of his 
march, his diJjgence, anq vigor, surmounted every obstac~e; he 
forced hi~ay over mountains and morasses, occupied the bridges 
or swam th0 rivers, pursued his direct course,30 without reflecting 
whether he traversed the territory of the Romans or of the barba
rians, and at length emerged, between Ratisbon and Vienna, at 
the place where he designed to emhark his troops on the Danube. 
By a well-concerted stratagem, he seized a fleet of light brigan
tines,31 as it lay at anchor; secured a supply of coarse provisions 
sufficient to satisfy the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a 
Gallic army; and boldly committed himself to the strr,am of tho 
Danube. The labors of his mariners, who plied their oars with 
incessant diligence, and the steady continuance of a favorable 
wind, carried his fleet above seven hundred miles ~n eleven 
days ; 3~ and he had already disembarked his troops rJ Bononia,* 
only nineteen miles from Sirmium, pefore his encrdds could re
eeive any certain intelligence that he had left the IJunks of the 
Rhine. In the course of this long and rapid naviga~l.on, the mind 
of Julian was fixed on the object of hIS enterprioe; and though 
he accepted the deputations of some cities, whlcn hautened to 
claim the merit of an early submission, he passed befo:te tl1 3 hos
tile stations, '-vhich were placed along the river, without )ndulg
ing the temptation of sig-nalizing a useless and ill-timed valor. 
fj'he banks of the Danube were crowded on either side with spec
tators, who gazed on the military pomp, anticipated the impor
tance of the event, and diffused through the adJacwt country the 
fame of a young hero, who advanced with moro than mortal s~eed 
at the head of the innumerable forces of t1>/j West. LucHian, 
who, with the rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the 
military powers of Illyr~cum, was alarmed ar.d perplexed by the 
doubtful reports,. which he could neither re:,o;Jt w)r believe. H
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had taken some slow and irresolute measures for the purpose of 
collecting his troops, when he was surprised by Dagalaiphus, 8.n 
active officer, whom Julian, as soon as he land~d at Bononia, had 
pushed forwards with some light infantry. The captive general, 
uncertain of his life or death, was hastily thrown upon a horse, and 
conducted to the presence of Julian; who kindly raised him from 
the ground, and dIspelled the terror and amazement which seemed 
to stupefy his faculties. But Luciliun had no sooner recovered 
his spirits, than he betrayed his want of discretion, by presuming 
to admonish his conqueror that he had rashly ventured, with a 
handful of men, to expose his person in the midst of his enemies. 
" Resen:e for your master Constantius these timid remonstrances, ,. 
replied Julian, with a smile of contempt: "when I gave you my 
purple to kiss, I received you not as a counsellor, but.. as a sup
pliant. " Conscious that success alone could justify his attempt, 
and that boldness only could command success, he instantly ad,:, 
vanced, at the head of three thousand soldiers, to attack the 
stronge8t and most populous city of the Illyrian provinces. AR 
he entered the long suburb of Sirmium, he was received by the 
joyful acclamations. of the army and people; who, crowned with 
flowers, and holdilig lighted tapers in their hands, conducted 
their acknowledged sovereign to his Imperial residence. Two 
days were devoted to the public joy, which was celebrated by the 
games of the Circns ; but, early on the morning of the third day, 
Julian marched to occupy the narrow pass of Succi, in the defiles 
of }Iount Hoomus; which, almost in the midway between Sirmium 
and Constantinople,' separates tIle provinces of Thrace and Dacia, 
by an abrupt desccnt towards t11e former, and a gentle declivity 
on the side of the latter.33 The defence of this important post 
was intrusted to the brave Nevitta; who, as well as the generals 
of the Italian division, successfully executed the plan of.the march 
and junction which their master had so ably conceived. U " . 

The homage which Julian obtained, from the fears or the incli
nation of the people, extended far beyond the immediate effect of 
his arms. 3~ The proofectures of Italy and Illyricum were adminis
tered by Taurus and Florentius, who united that important office 
with the vain honors of the consulship; and, as those magistrates 
had retired with precipitation to the court of Asia, Julian, who 
could not always rest.rain the levity of his temper, stigmatized 
their flight by adding, in all the Acts of tho Year, tho epithet of 
fugitive to the names of the two consuls. The provinces which 
had been deserted by their first magistrates acknowledged the 
authority of an emperor, who, conciliating tho qualities of a sol
dier with those of a philosopher, was equally admired in the 
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camps of the Danube and in tlle cities o"f Greece." From his pal
ace, 01", more properly, from his head-quarters of Sirmium and 
Naissus, he distribut<;d, to the principal cities of the empire, a 
labored apology for his own conduct; published the secret de
spatches of Constantius ; and solicited the judgment of mankind 
between two competitors, the one of whom had expelled, and the 
other had invited, the barbarians.:l6 Julian, whose mind was 
deeply wounded by the reproach of ingratitude, aspired to main
tain, by argument as well as by arms, the superior merits of his 
cause; and to excel, not only in the arts of war, but in those of 
composition. His epistle to the senate and people of Athens 37 

:leems to have been dictated by an elegant enthusiasm; which 
prompted him to submit his actions and his motives to the degen
erate Athenians of his own times, with the same humble defer
ence as if he had been pleading, in the days of Aristides, before 
the tribunai of the Areopagus. His application to the senate of 
Rome, which was still permitted to bestow the titles of Imperial 
power, was a~reeable to the forms of the expiring republic. An 
assembly was summoned by Tertullus, prrefeC't of the city; the 
epistle of Julian was read; and, as he appeared to be master qf 
Italy, his claims were admitted without a dissenting voice. His 
oblique censure of the innovations of Constantine, and his pas
sionate invective against the vices of Constantius, were heard with 
less satisfaction ; and the senate, as if Julian had been present, 
unanimously exclaimed, "Respect, we beseech you, the author of 
your own fortune." 38 An n.rtful expression,' which, according to 
the chance of war, might he differently explained; as a manly 
reproof of the ingratitude of the usurper, or as a flattering con
fession, that a single act of such benefit to the state ought to 
atone for all the failings of Constantius. 

The intelligence of the march and rapid progress of Julian was 
speedily transmitted to his rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had 
obtained some respite from the Persian war. Disguising the 
anguish of his soul under the semblance of contempt, Constantius 
professed his intention of returning into Europe, and of giving 
chase to J~lian ; for he never spoke of his military expedition in 
any other light than that of a huuting-party. 3~ In the camp of 
Hierapolis, in Syria, he communicated this design to his army; 
slightly mentioned the guilt and rashness of the Cresar; and ven
tured to assure them, that if the mutineers of Gaul presumed to 
lUeet them in the field, they would be unable to sustain the fire of 
their eyes, and the irresistible. weight of their shout of onset. 
The sp~ech of the emperor was received with military applause. 
and l'hcodotus, the president of the conncil of Hierapolis, rc· 
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quested, with tears of adulation. that his city might be adorned 
with the head of the vanquished rebel. 40 A chosen detachment 
was despatched away in post-wagons, to secure, if it were yet pos
sible, the pass of Succi; the recruits, the horses, the arms, and 
the magazines, which had been prepared against Sapor, were ap
propriated to the service of the ci vil war; and the domestic vic
tories of Constantius ins})ired his partisans with the most san
guine assurances of success. The notary Gaudentius, llUd occu
pied in his name the pro,vinces of A.frica; the subsistence of Rome 
was intercepted; and the distress of Julian was increased by an 
unexpected event, which might have been productive of fatal con
sequences. Julian had received the submission of two legions 
and a cohort of archers, who were stationed at Sirmium; but he 
suspected, with reason, the fidelity of those troops which had 
been distinguished by the emperor; and it was thought expedi
-ent, under the pretence of the exposed state of the Gallic frontier, 
to dismiss them frC)m the most important scene of action. They 
advanced;'with reluctance, as far as the confines of Italy; but as 
they dreaded the length of the way, and the savage fier(;eness of 
the Germans, they resolved, by the instigation of one of their trib
unes, to halt at Aquilcia, and to erect the bannera of ()onstantius 
on the walls of that impl'egnable city. The vigilan..:e of Julian 
perceived at once the extent of the mischief, and the necessity of 
applying an immediate remedy. Ey his order, Jovinus led back 
a part of the army into Italy; and the siegc of Aquileia was 
formed with diligence, and prosecuted with vigor. But the 
legionaries, who seemed to have rejected the yoke of discipline, 
conducted the defence of the place with skill and perseverance; 
invited the rest of Italy to imitate the example of their courage 
and loyalty; and threatened the retreat of Julian, if he should be 
forced to yield to the superior numbers of the armies of the East. 41 

But the humanity of Julian was preserved from the cruel alterna
tive, which he pathetically laments, of destroying or of being him
self destroyed: and the seasonable death of. Constantius delivered 
the Roman empire from the calamities of civil war. The ap
proach of winter could not detain the monarch at Antioch; and 
his favorites durst not oppose his impatient desire of revenge. A 
slight fever, which was perhaps occasioned by the agitation of his 
spirits, was increased by the fatigues of the journey; and Con
stantius was obliged to halt at the little town of Mopsucrene, 
twelve miles beyond Tarsus, where he expired, after a short m· 
ness, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and the twenty-fourth c~ 
his reign. 42 His genuine character, which was composed of pri~ 
and weakness, of superstition and cruelty, has been fully diSo' 
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played in the preceding narrative of civil and ecclesiastical events. 
1'11e long abuse of power rendered him a considerable object in 
the eyes of his contemporaries; but as personal merit can alone 
deserve the notice of posterity, the last of the Sons of ConsJantine 
may be dismissed from the world, with the remark, that he in
herited the defects, without the abilities, of his father. Before 
Constantius expired, he is said to have named Julian for his suc
cessor j nor does it seem improbable, that his anxious concern for 
the fate of a young and tender wif~, whom lle left with child, 
may have prevailed, in his last moments, over the harsher pas
sions of hatred and revenge. Eusebius, and his guilty associates, 
made a faint attempt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs, by the 
election of another emperor; but their intrigues were rejected 
with disdain, by an almy which now abhorred the thought of 
civil discord; and two officers of rank were instantly despatched, 
to assure Julian, that every sword in the empire would be drawn 
for his service. The .military designs of that prince, who had 
formed three different attacks against Thrace, were prevented by 
this fortunate event. Without shedding the blood of his fellow
citizens, he escaped the dangers of a doubtful conflict, and ac
quired the advantages of a complete victory. Impatient to visit 
the place of his birth, and the new capital of the empire, lIe ad
vanced from Naissus through the mountains of Hremus, and the 
cities of Thrace. 'When he reached Heraclea, at the distance of 
J3ixty miles, all Constantinople was poured, forth to receive him, 
and he made his triumphal entry amidst the dutiful acclamations 
\.If the soldiers, the people, and the senate: An innumerable mul
titude pressed around him with eager respect, and were perhaps 
disappointed when they beheld the small stature and simple garb 
of a. hero, whose unexperienced youth had vanquished the bar
barians of Germany, and Who bad now traversed, in a successful 
career, the whole continent 'i>f Europe, from the shores of the 
Atlantic to those of the Bosphorus. 43 A few days afterwards, 
When the remains of the deceased emperor were landed in the 
harbor, the subjects of .Tu!ian applauded the real or affected hu
manity of their sovereign. On foot, without his diadem, and 
clothed in.a mourning habit, he accompanied the funeral as far as 
the church of the Holy Apostles, where the body was deposited: 
and if these marks of respect may be interpreted as a selfish trib
ute to the birth and dignity of his Imperial kinsman, th~ tears of 
JUlian professed to the world that he had forgot the injuries, and 
remembered only the obligations, which, he had received from 
Constantius." As soon as the legions of Aquileia were assured of 
the death of the emperor, they opened the gates of the city, and, 
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by the sacrifice of their guilty leaders, obtnined an easy pardon 
from the prudence or lenity of Julian; who, in the thirty-second 
year of his age, acquired the undisputed possession of the Roman 
empire. 4 

L> 

Philosophy had instructed Julian to compare the advantages of 
action and retirement j but the elevation of his birth. and the ac
cidents of his life, never allowed him the freedom of choice. He 
might perhaps sincerely have preferred the groves of the academy, 
and the,society of Athens; but he was constrained, at first by the 
will, and afterwards by the injustice of Constantius, to expose his 
person and fame to the dangers of Imperial greatness j and to 
make himself accountable to the world, and to posterity, for the 
happiness of millions. 46 Julian recollected with terror the obser
vation of his master Plato,41 that the government 'of our flocks 
and herds is always committed to beings of a superior species; 
and that the conduct of nations requires and deserves the celestial 
powers of the gods or of the genii. From this principle he justly 
concluded, that the man who presumes to reign, should aspire to 
the perfection of the divine nature; that he should purify his 
soul from her mortal and terrestrial part; that he should extill~ 
guish his appetites, enlighten his understanding, regulate his pas
sions, and subdue the wild beast, which, according to the lively 
m,etaphor of Aristotle,48 seldom fails to ascend the throne of a 
despot. The throne of Julian, which the death of Constantius 
fixed on an independent basis, was the seat 'of reason, of virtue, 
and perhaps of vanity. He despised the honors, renounced the 
pleasures, and discharged with incessant diligence the duties, of 
his exalted station; and there were few among his subjects who 
would have consented to relieve him from the weight of the dia
dem, had they been obliged to submit their time and their actions 
to the rigorous laws which that philosophic emperor imposed on 
l1im,;elf.. One of his most intimate friends,4\1 who hud often 
shared the fmga.l simplicity of his table, has remarked, that his 
light and sp:1ring diet (which was usually of the vegetable kind) 
left his mind and body always free and active, for the varioufO and 
important business of an author, a pontiff, a magistrate, a gen
eral, and a prince. In one and the same day, he gave audience to 
several ambassadors, and wrote, or dictated, a great number of 
letters to his generals, his civil magistrates, his private friends, 
and the different cities of his dominions. He listened to the me
morials which had been received,- considered the subject of t.he 
petitions, and signified his intentions more mpidly than the,1 
could be taken in short. hand by the diligence of the secretaries. 
He possessed such flexibilit.y of thought and su(!h firmness of ab< 
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tention, that he could em ploy his 11and to write, his car to list.en, 
an,! his voice t.o dictate j and pursue at once three Reveral trains 
of ... deas without hesitation, and without error. While his minb
tel'S repo~ed, the prince flew with agility from one labor to an
other, and, after a hasty dinner, retired into his library, till the 
public bu~iness, which he had appointed for the evening, sum
moned him to interrupt the prosecution of his studies. The sup
per of the emperor was still less substantial than the former 
meal; his sleep was never clouded by the fumes of indigestion; 
and except in the short interval of a marriage, which was the 
effect of policy rather'than love, the chaste Julian never shared 
his bed with a female cumpanion. 60 He was soun awakened by 
the cntrance of frcsh secretaries, who had slept the preceding 
day; and his servants were obliged to wait a1ternately while 
their indefatigable master allowed himself scarcely any other 
refreshment than the change of occupation. The predeecssorR of 
Julian, his uncle, his hrother, and his cousin, indulged their 
puerile taste for the games of the Circus, under the specious pre
tence of complying with the inclinations of the people; und they 
frequently remained the greatest part of the dny as idle specta
tors, and as a part of the Hplendid spectacle, till t.he ordinary 
round of twenty-four races 01 was completely finished. On solemn 
festivals, Julian, who felt and professed an unfashionable dislike 
to these frivolous amusements, condescended to appear in the 
Circus; and after bestowing a careless glance at five or six of the 
races, he hastily withdrew with the impatience of a philos('pher, 
who considered every moment as lost that was not devoted to the 
advantage of the public or the improvement of his own mind. r.2 

By this avarice"of time, he seemed to protract the short duration 
of his reign j and if the dutes were le'3s securely ascertained, we 
should refuse to believe, that only sixteen months elapsed between 
the death of Constantius and the departure of his successor for 
.the Persian war. The actions of Julian can only be preserved by 
the care of the historian j but the portion of his voluminous writ
jngs, which is still extant, remains as a monument of the applica
tion, as well as of the genius, of the emperor. The l\Iisopogon, 
the Cmsars, several of his orations, and his claborate work against 
the Christian religion, were composed in the long nights of the 
two winters, the former of which he passed at Constantinople, 
and the latter at Antioch. 

The reformation of tho Imperial court was one of tho first and 
mo~t necessary acts of the government of .Tulian. 53 Soon after 
his entrance into the palace of Constantinople, he had occasion 
for the service of a barber. An officer, magnificently dressed, im~ 
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meLliatcly 7fcsented himself. "It is a barber, 'I exclaimed the 
prince, with affected surprise, "that I want, and not a rec~iver
general of the finances." 64 He questioned the man concerning 
the profits of his employment; and was informed, that besides a 
largs salary, and some valuable perquisites, he enjoyed a daily 
allowance for twenty servants, and as many horses. A thousand 
barbers, a thousand cup~bearers, a thousand cooks, were distrib
uted in the several offiJes of luxury; and the number of eunuehs 
could b3 comp:lred only with the insects of a summer's day. 55 The 
monarch who re3igned to his subjects the superiority of merit and 
virtue, was distinguished by the oppressive magnificence of his 
o.r333, ..his table, his buildings, and his train. The stately palaces 
erected by Constantine and his sons, were decorated with many 
colored m'lrbles, and ornaments of ma:;sy gold. The most exqui~ 
site dainties were procured, to gratify their pride, rather til!}" 
their taste; bit-us of the most distant climates, fish from the most 
remote seas, fruits out (\f their natul'<d season, winter roses, anu 
summer snowi!.;'6 The domestic crowJ of the palace surpassed 
the expense of the legions; yet the smallest part of this costly 
multitude was subservient to the use, or even to the splendor,' of 
tlie throne. The monarch was disgraced, and the people was in~ 
jured, by the creation ani sale of an infinite number of obscure, 
and even titular employments; and the most worthless of man
kind might purchase the pdvilege of being maintained, without 
the necessity...of labor, from the public revenue. The waste of an 
enormous household, the increase of fees and perquisites, which 
were soon claimud as a lawful debt, and the bribes which they 
extorted from those who feared their enmity, or Elolicited their 
favor, suddenly enriched these haughty menials: They abused 
their fortune, without considering their past, or their future, con
dition; and their rapine and venality could be equalled only by 
the extravagance of their dissipations. Their silken robes were 
embroidered with gold, their tahles were served with delicacy 
and profusion; the homes whlCh they huilt for their own use, 
would have covered the farm of an ancient consul; and the most 
honorable citizens wer~ obliged to dismount from their horses, and 
respectfully to salute a eUllUeh whom they met. on the public high
way. The luxury of the palace excited the contempt and indig~ 
nation of Julian, who usually slept on the gronnd, who yielded 
with reluctance to the indispensable calls of nature; and who 
placed his vanity, not in emulating, but in despising, the pomp of 
royalty. 

By the total extirpation of a mischief which was magnified even 
beyond its real extent, he was impatient to relieve the distresBr 
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and to appease the murmurs of the people; who support with 
less uneasiness the weight of taxes, if they are convinced tllat the 
fruits of their industry are appropriated to the service of the 
state. But in the execution of this salutary work, Julian is ac
cused of proceeding with too much haste and inconsiderate sever
ity. By a single edict, he reduced the palace of Constantinople 
to an immense desert, and dismissed with ignominy the whole 
train of slaves and dependents, li7 without providing any just, or 
at least benevolent, exceptions, for' the age, the services, 01' tho 
poverty, of the faithful domestics of the Imperial family. Such 
indeed was the temper of Julian, who seldom recollected the fun
damental maxim of Aristotle, that true virtue is placed at an equal 
distance between the opposite vices. The splendid and efieminate 
dress of the Asiatics, the curls and paint, the collars and brace
lets, which had appeared so ridiculous in the person of Constan
tine, were consistently rejected by his philosophic successor. 
But with the fopperies, Julian affected to renounce the decencies 
of dress; and seemed to value himself for his neglect of the laws 
of cleanliness. In a satirical performance. which was designed 
for tbe public eye, the emperor descants with pleasure, and even 
with pride, on the length of his nails, and the inky blackness of his 
hands; protests. that although the greatest part of his body was 
covered with hair, the use of the razor was confined to his head 
alone; and celebrates, with visible complacency, the shaggy and 
populous fi8 beard, which he fondly cheri~hed, after the example of 
the philosophers of Greece. Had Julian consulted tIle simple dic
tates of reason, the first magistrate of the "Romans would have 
scorned the affectation of Dtogene8, as well as that of Darius. 

But the work of public reformation would have remained im
perfect, if Julian had only corrected the abuses, without punishing 
the crimes, of his predecessor's reign. " 'Ve are now delivered," 
says he, in a familiar letter to one of his intimate friends; " we 
.are now surprisingly delivered from the voracious jaws of the 
Hydra. 59 I do not mean to apply the epithet to my brother Oon
sta!:ltiu9. He is no more; may the earth lie light on his head 1 
But his artful and cruel favorites studied to deceive and exasper
ate a prince, whose natural mildness cannot be praised without 
some efforts of adulation. It is not, however, my intention, that· 
even those men should be oppressed:, they are accused, and they 
shall enjoy the benefit of a fair and impartial trial." To conduct 
this inquiry, Julian named six judges of the 11ighest rank in the 
state and army j and as he wished to escape the reproach of con-. 
demning his personal enemies, he fixed this extraordinary tribunal 
at Chaicedon, on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus; and trar.s

http:Hydra.59


72 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

ferrp.d to the commissioners an absolute power to pronounce and 
execute their final sentence, without delay, and _without appeal. 
The office of president was exercised by the venerable prrefect. of 
the East, a second Sallust,60 whose virtues conciliated the esteem 
of Greek sophists, and of Christian bishops. He was assisted by 
the eloquent l\Iamertinus,61 one of the consuls -elect, wh9se merit 
is loudly celebrated by the doubtful evidence of his own ap
pla.use. But the civil' wisdom of two magistrates was overbal
anced by the ferocious violence of four generals, Nevitta, Agilo, 
Jovinus, and Arbetio. Arbetio, whom the public would have 
seen with less surprise at the bar than on the bench, WAS sup
posed to possess the secret of the commission; the armed and 
angl'y leaders of the Jovian and Herculian bands encompassed the 
tribunal; and the judges were alternately swayed by the laws of 
justice, and by the clamors of faction. 62 

The chamberlain Eusebius, who had· so long abused the favor 
of Constantius, expiated, by an ignominious death, the insolence, 
the corruption, and cruelty of his servile reign. The executions 
of Paul and Apodemius (the former of whom was burnt alive) 
were- accepted as an inadequate atonement by the widows and or
phans of so many hundrerl Ro~ans, whom those legal tyrants had 
betrayed and muraered. But justice herself (if we may use the 
pathetic expression of Ammianus 63) appeared to weep over the 
fate of Ursulus, the treasurer of the empire; and his blood ac
cused the ingratitude of Julia.n, whose distress had been season
ably relieved by the intrepid liberality of that honest minister. 
The rage of the soldiers, whom he had provoked by his indiscre
tion, was the cause and the ~xcuse of his death; and the em
peror, deeply wounded by his own reproaches and those of the 
public, offered some consolation to the family of Ursulus, by the 
restitution of his confiscated fortunes. Before the end of the 
year in which they had been adorned with the ensigns of the prre
fecture and consulship,64 Taurus and Florentius were reduced to 
implore the demency of the inexorable tribunal of Chalcedon. 
The former was banished to.Vcrcellre in Italy, and a sentence of 
death was pronounced against the latter. A wise prilll~e should 
have rewarded the erime of Taurus: the faithful minister, when 
he was no longer able to oppose the progress of a rebel, had taken 
refuge in the court of his benefactor and his lawful sovereign. 
But the guilt of Florentius justified the severity of the judges; 
and his escape served to display the magnanimity of .Julian, who 
nobly checked the interested diligence of an informer, and refused 

'to learn what place concealed the wretched fugitive from his just 
~sentment. 115 Some months alwr the tribunal of Chalcedon had 
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been dissolv~d, the Prrotorian vicegerent of Africa, the notary 
Gaudentius, and Artemm'l,6d duke of Egypt, were executed at 
Antioch. Artemius had reigned the cruel and. corrupt tyrant of 
8 great province; Gaudcntius had long practised the arts of cal
umny against the innocent, the virtuous, and even tlle person of 
Juhan Imnself. Yet- the ciIcumstances of their trial and con
demnatIon were so unskIlfully managed, that these wicked men 
Qbtained, in the public opinion, the glory of Ruffering for the ob
@tinate loyalty WIth which they had suppolted the cause of Con
stantms. The rest of his servants W(,Ie plOtected by a general act 
of oblivion; and they were left to enjoy with impumty the briLe 
which they had accepted, either to defend the oppressed, or to 
oppress the friendless. This measure, which on the soundest 
principles of pohcy may deserve our approbation, was executed 
in a manner which seemed to degrade the majesty of the throne. 
Julian was tormented by th{J importunities of a multitude, partie. 

,ularly of Egyptians, who loudly redemanded the gifts whIch 
they had imprudently or illegally bestowed; he foresaw the end
less prosecution of vexatious suits; and he engaged a promise, 
which ought always to have beeu sacred, that If they would re
nair to Chalcedon, he would meet them in person, to hear and 
determine their complaints. But as soon as they were landed, 
he issued an absolute order, WhICh prohibIted the watermen from 
transporting any Egyptian to Constantinople: and thus detained 
nis disappointed clients on the Asiatic shore, tI)I, their patience 
(LIld money being utterly exhausted, they were obliged to return 
with indignant murmurs t9 their native country. 67 

'l'he numerous army of spies, of agents, and informers, enlisted 
by Constantms to secure the repose of one man, and to interrupt 
that of millJons, was immediately disbanded by his generous suc
cessor. Julian was slow in his suspicions, and gentle in his pun
ishments; and his contempt of treason was the result of judg
ment, of vanity, and of courage. Conscious of super10r merit, 
he was persuaded that few among his subjects would dare to 
meet him in the field, to attemp~ his life, or even to seat them
selves on his vacant throne. The philosopher could excuse the 
hasty sallies of discontent; and the hero could despise the ambi
tious -projects which surpassed the fortune or the abilities of the 
rash conspirators. A citizen of Ancyra had prepared for his own 
use a purple garment; and this indiscreet act1On, which, under 
the reign of Constantius, would have been conSIdered a capital 
offence, C8 was reported to Julian by the offic1Ous importunity of 
a private enemy. The monarch, after making some inquiry into 
the rank and character of his rival, despatched the informer 
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with a present of a pair of purple slippers to complete the mag
nificence of his Imperial habit. A more dangero\J.s conspiracy 
was formed by ten of the domestic guards, who had resolved to 
assassinate Julian in the field of exercise near Antioch. TheIr 
intemperan~JC revealed-their guilt; and they were conducted in 
chains to fhe presence of their injured sovereign, who, after a 
lively representation of the wickedness and folly of their enter
prise, instead of a death of torture, which they deserved and ex
pected, pronounced a sentence of exile against the two principal 
offenders. The only instance in which Julian seemed to depart 
from his accustomed clemency, was the execution of a rash youth, 
who, with a feeble hand, had aspired to seize the reins of em
pire. But that youth was the son of Marcellus, the general of 
cavalry, who, in the first campaign of the Gallic war, had de
serted the standard of the Cresar and the republic. Without appear
ing to indulge his personal resentment, Julian might easily con
found the crime of the son and of the father; but he was recon
ciled by the distress of Marcellus, and the liberality of the em
peror endeavored to hool the wound which had been inflicted by 
the hand of justice. 119 

Julian was not insensible of the advantages of freedom. 10 From 
llis studies he hail imbibed the spirit of ancient sages and heroes; 
his life and fortunes had depended on the caprice of a tyrant; and 
when he ascended the throne, his pride was sometimes mortified 
by the reflection, that the slaves who would not dare to censure 
his defects were not worthy to applaud his virtues~ 'f1 He sin
cerely abhorred the system of Oriental despotism, which Diocle
tian, Constantine, and the patient habits of fourscore years, had 
established in the empire. A motive of superstition prevented 
the execution of the design, which Julian had frequently medi
tated, of relieving his head from the weight of a costly diadem ;711 

but he absulutely refused the title of ])ominus; or Lord,73 a word 
which was grown so familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they 
no longe, remembered its servile and humiliating origin. The 
office, or rather the name of consul, was cherished by a prince 
who contemplated with reverence the ruins of the republic; and 
the sume behavior which had been assumed by the prudence of 
Augustus was adopted by Julian from choice.and inclination. On 
the calends of January, at break of day, the new consuls, 1tlamer
tinus and Nevitta, hastened to the palace to salute the emperor. 
As .soon as he was informed of their approach, he leaped from 
his throne, eagerly advanced to meet them, and compelled the 
blushing magistrates to receive the. demonstrations of his affected 
humility. From the palace they proceeded to the senate. The 
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emperor, on foot, marched before their litters; and the gazing 
multitude admired the image of ancient times, or sf'crctly blamed 
a conduct, which, in their eyes, degraded the majesty of the pur
pie. 14 But the behavior of Julian was uniform·\.y supported. 
During the games of the Circus, he had imprudently or designedly, 
performed the manumission of a slave in the presence of the con
sul. _The moment he was reminded that he had trespf\ssed on the 
jurisdiction of another magistrate, he condemned him'lelf to pay 
a fine of ten pounds of gold; and embraced this public occasion 
of declaring to the world, that he was subject, like the rest of 
his fellow-citizens, to the laws,76 and even to the formEl, of the 
republic. The spjrit of his administration, and his regard for the 
place of his nativity, induced Julian to confer on the senate of 
Constantinople the same honors, privileges, and authority, which 
were still enjoyed by the senate of ancient Rome. 76 A legal fic
tion was introduced and gradually established, that one-half of 
the national council had migrated into the East; and the des' 
potic successors of Julian, accepting the title of Senators, ac
knowledged themselves the members of a respectable body, 
which was permitted to represent the majesty of the Roman 
name. From Constantinople the attention of the monarch was 
extended to the municipal senates of the provinces. He abol· 
ished, by repeated edicts, the unjust and pernicious exemptions 
which had withdrawn so many idle citizens from the service of 
their country; and by imposing an equal distribution of public 
duties, he restored the strength, the splendor, or, according to 
the glowing expression of Libanius, II the soul of the expiring 
cities of his empire. The venerable age of Greece excited the 
most tender compassion' in the mind of Julian, which kindled 
into rapture when he recollected the gods, the heroes, and the 
men superior to heroes and to gods, who have bequeathed to the 
latest posterity the monuments of their genius, or the example of 
their virtues. He relieved the distress and reEltored the beauty, 
of the cities of Epirus and Peloponnesus. 78 . Athens acknowledged 
him for her benefactor; Argos, for her deliverer. The pride of 
Corinth, again rising from her ruins with the honors of a Roman 
colony, exacted a tribute from the adjacent republics, for the 
purpose of defraying the games of the Isthmus, which were cel6
brated in the amphitheatre with the hunting of bea.rs and pan
thers. From this tribute the cities of Elis, of Delphi, and of 
Argos, which had inherited from their remote ancestors the sa
crad office of perpetuating the Olympic, the Pythian, and the N e
mean games, claimed a justKexeIpptiQn. The immunity of Elis 
and Delphi was respected by the Corinthians; but the poverty of 
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Argos tempted the insolence of oppression,; and the feeble com 
plaints of its deputies were silenced by the decree of a provincial 
magistrate, who se';lms to have consulted only the interest of the 
capitalin which he resided. Seven years after this sentence, -Julian19 

allowed the cause to be referred to a superior tribunal; and hi!! 
eloquence was interposed, most probably with success, in the de
fence of a city, which had been the royal seat of Agamemnon, 80 

and had given to Macedonia a race of kings and conquerors. ~1 
The laborious administration of military and civil affairs, which 

were multiplied in proportjon to the extent of the empire, exer
cised the abilities of Julian; but he frequently assumed the two 
characters of Orator 82 and of Judge, 83 which are almost unknown 
to the modern sovereigns of Europe. The arts of persuasion, so 
diligently cultivated by the first Cresars, were neglected by the 
military ignorance and Asiatic pride of theIr successors; and if 
they condescended to harangue the soldiers, whom they feared, 
they treated with silent disdain the senators whom they despised. 
The assemblies of the senate, which Constantius had avoided, 
were considered by Julian as the place where he could exhibit, 
with the most propriety, the maxims of a republican, and the 
talents of a rhetorician. He alternately practised, as in a school 
of declamation, the several modes of praise, of censure, of exhor
tation j and his friend Libanius has remarked, that the study of 
Homer taught him to imitate the simple, concise style of Men
elaus, the copiousness of Nestor, whose words descended like the 
flakes of a winter's snow, or the pathetic and forcible eloquence 
of Ulysses. The functions of a judge, which are sometimes in
compatible with those of a prince, were exercised hy Julian, not 
only as a duty, but as an amusement; and although he might hs.ve 
trusted the integrity and discernment of his Prretorian prrefects, 
he often placed himself by their side on the seat of judgment. 
The acute f)enetration of his mind was agreeably occupied in de
tecting and defeating the chicanery of the advocates, who labored 
to disguise the truths of facts, and to pervert the sense of the 
laws. He sometimes forgot the gravity of his station, asked in
discreet or unseasonable questions, and betrayed) by the loudness 
of his voice, and the agitation of his body, the earnest vehemence 
with which he maintained his opinion again£t the judges, the ad
vocates, and their clients. But his knowledge of his own temper 
prompted him to encourage, and even to solicit, the reproof of his 
friends and ministers; and whenever they ventured to oppose 
the irregular sallies of his passions, the spectators could observe 
the shame, ail well as the gratitude, of their monarch. The de
crees of Julian were almost always founded on the principles of 
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justice; and he had the firmness to resist the two most dangerous 
temptations, which assault the tribunal of a sovereign, under the 
specious forms of compassion and equity. He decided the merits 
of the cause without weighing the circumstances of the parties; 
and the poor, whom he wished to relieve, w()re condemned to sat· 
isfy the just demands of a noble and wealthy adversary. He care
fully distinguished the judge from. the legislator, 64 and though 
he meditated a necessary reformation of the Roman jurisprudence, 
he pronounced sentence according to the strict and literal in
terpretation of those laws, which the magistrates were bound tG 
execute, and the subjects to o~ey. _ 

The generality of princes, if they were stripped of their purple, 
and cast naked into the world, would immediately sink to tho 
lowest rank of society, without a hope of emerging from their 
obscurity. But the personal merit of .lulian was, in some meas
ure, independent of his fort.une. \Vhatever had been his choice 
of life, by the force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intense 
application, he would have obtained, or at least he would have 
deserved, the highest honors of his profession; and Julian might 
have raised himself to the rank of minister, or general, of the 
state in which he was born a private citizen. If the jealous 
caprice of power had disappointed his expectations, if he had 
prudently declined the paths of greatness, the employment of 
the same talents in studious solitude would have placed beyond 
the reach of kings his present happiness and his immortal fame. 
When we inspect with minute, or perhaps malevolent attention, 
the portrait of Julian, something seems wanting to the grace and 
perfection of the whole figure. His genius was less powerful and 
sublime than that of Cresar; nor did he possess the consummate 
l)ruc1ence of Augustus. The virtues of Trajan appear more steady 
and natural, and the philosophy of l\Iarcus is more simple and 
consistent. Yet Julian sustained adversity with firmness, and 
prosperity with moderation. After an interval of one hundred 
and twenty years from the death of Alexander Severus, the Ro
mans beheld an emperor who made no distinction between his 
duties and his pleasur~s; who labored to relieve the distress and 
to revive the spirit, of his subje9ts; and who endeavored always 
to connect authority with merit, and happiness with virtue. 
Even faction, and religious faction, was constrained to acknowl
edge the superiority of his genius, in peace as well as in war, and 
to confcss, with a sigh, that the apostate Julian was a lover of his 
country,- and that he deserved the empire of the world. 8~ 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE RELIGION OF JULIAN.-UNIVERSAL TOLERATION.-HE AT
TEMPTS TO RESTORE AND REFORM THE PAGAN WORSHIP.-TO R~ 
BUILD THE TEMPLE OF JERUSAJ.EM.-HIS ARTFUL PERSECUTION 
OF 'l'HE CIIRJSTIANS.-MUTUAL ZEAL AND INJUSTICE. 

THE character of Apostate has injured the reputation of Julian; 
and the enthusiasm which clouded his virtues has exaggerated 
the real and apparent magnitude of his faults. Our partial igno
rance may represent him as a philosophic monarch, who studied to 
protect, with an equal hand, the religious factions of the empire; 
and to allay the theological fever which had inflamed the minds 
of the people, from the edicts of DiocTetian to the exile of Athana

-sius. A more accurate view of the character and conduct of Ju
lian will remove this favorable prepossession for a prince who did 
not escape the general contagion of the times. 'Ve enjoy the 
singular advantage of comparing the pictures which have been 
delineated by his fondest admirers and his implacable enemies. 
'fhe actions of Julian are faithfully related by a judicious and 
candid historian, the impartial spectator of -his life and death. 
The unanimous evidence of his contemporaries is confirmed by the 
public and private declarations of the emperor himself; and his 
various writings express the uniform tenor of his religious senti
ments, which policy would have prompted him to dissemble 
rather than to affect. A devout and sincere attachment for the 
gods of Athens and Rome constituted the ruling passion of Ju
lian ; 1 the powers of an enlightened understanding were betrayed 
and corrupted by the influence of superstitious prejudice; and 
the phantoms which existed only in the mind of the emperor had 
a real and pernicious effect on the government of the empire. 
The vehement zeal of the Chri8tians, who despised the worship, 
and overturned the altars, of those fabulous deities, engaged their 
votary in a state of irreconcilable hostility with a very numerous 
party of his subjects; and he was sometimes tempted by the ~de~ 
sire of victory, or the shame of a repulse, to violate the laws 
of prudence, and even of justice. The triumph of the party\ 
which he deserted and opposed, has fixed a stain of infamy on the 
name of Julian; and the unsuccessful apostate has been over
whelmea with a torrent of pious invectives, of which the signal 
was given by the sonorous trumpet II of Gregory Nazianzen. 3 The 
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interesting nature of the events which were crowded into the 
short reign of this active emperor, deserve a just and circumstan
tial narrative. His motives, his councils, and his actions, as far 
as they are connected with the history of religion, will be the 
subject of the present chapter. 

The cause of Ids strange and fatal apostasy may be derived from 
the early period of his life, when he was left an orphan in the 
hands of the. murderers of his family. The names of Christ and of 
Constantius, the ideas of slavery and of religion, were soon asso
ciated in a yuuthful imagination, which was susceptible of the 
most lively impressions. The care of his infancy was intrusted 
to Eusebius, bishop of Nicomedia,· who was related to bim on 
the ~ide of his mother; and till Julian reached the twentieth year 
of his age, he received from his Christian preceptors the educa
tion, not of a hero, but of a saint. The emperor, less jealous of 
a heavenly than of an earthly crown, contented himself with the 
imperfect character of a catechumen, while he bestowed the ad
vantages of baptism r. on the nephews of Constantine. 6 They were 
even admitted to the inferior offices of the ~cclesiastical order; 
and Julian publicly read the Holy Scriptures in the church of 
Nicomedia. The study of religion, which they assiduously culti
vated, appeared to produce the fairest fruits of faith and devo
tion. 7 They prayed, they fasted,' they distributed alms to the 
poor, gifts to the clergy, and oblations to thejombs of the mar
tyrs; and the splendid monument of St. Mamas7"at Cresarea, was 
erected, or at least was undertaken, by.the joint labor of Gallus 
and Julian. 8 They respectfully cOllversed with the bishops, who 
were eminent for superior sanctity, and solicited the benediction 
of t~e monks and hermits, who had introduced into Cappadocia 
the voluntary hardships of the ascetic life. II As the two princes 
advanced towards the years of manhood, they discovered in their 
religious sentiments the difference of their characters. The dull 
and obstinate understanding of Gallus, embraced, with implicit 
zeal, the doctrines of Christianity; which never influenced his 
conduct, or moderated his passions. The mild disposition of the 
younger brother was less repugnant to the precepts of the gospel; 
and his acti ve curiosity might have been gratified by a theological 
system which explains the mysterious essence of the Deity, and 
opens the boundless prospect of invisible and future worlds. But 
the independent spirit of Julian refused to yield the passive and 
unresisting obedience which waH required, in the name of religion, 
by the haughty ministers of the church. Their speCUlative opin
ions were imposed as positive laws, and guarded by the terrors of 
eternal punishments; but while they prescribed the rigid formu# 
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lary of the thoughts, the words, and the actions of the young 
prince j whilst they silenced his objections and severeJy checked 
the freedom of his inquiries, they secretly provoked his impatient 
genius to disclaim this authority of his ecclesiastical guides. He 
was educated in the Lesser Asia, amidst the scandals of the Arian 
controversy.lU The fierce contests of the Eastern bishops, the in~ 
cessant alterations of their creeds, and the profane motives which 
appeared to actuate their conduct, insensibly strengthen~d the 
prejudice of Julian, that they neither understood nor believed the 
religion for which they so fiercely contended. Instead of listen
ing to the proofs of Christianity with that favorable attention 
which adds weight to the most respectable evidence, he heard 
with suspicion, and disputed with obstinacy and· acuteness, the 
doctrines for which he already entertained an invincibJe aversion. 
Whenever the young princes were directed to compose declama
tions on the subject of the prevailing controversies, Julian always 
declared himself the advocate of Paganism j under the specious 
excuse, that, in the defence of the weaker cause, his learning and 
inr;enuity might be more advantageously exerdsed and displayed. 

As soon as Gallus was invested with the honors of the purple, 
Julian was permitted to breathc the air of freedom, of literature, 
and of Paganism. 11 The crowd of sophists, who were attracted 
by the taste and liberality of their royal pupil, had formed 
a strict alliancErl5etween the learning and the religion of Greece; 
and the poems of Homer, instead of being admired as the 
original productions of human genius, were seriously ascribed 
to the heavenly inspirations of Apollo and the :Muses. The 
deities of Olympus, as they are painted by the immortal bard, 
imprint themselves on the minds which are the least addicted 
to superstitious credulity. Our familiar knowledge of their 
names and characters, their forms and attributes, seems to be. 
stow on those airy beings a real and substantial existence; 
and the pleasing enchantment produces an imperfect and rno.. 
mentary assent ,of the imagination to those fables, which are 
the most repugnant to our reason :lnc1 experience. In the age 
of Julian every circumstance contributed to prolong and fortify 

_the illusion; the magnificent temples of Greece and Asia; 
the works of those artists who had expressed, in painting or in 
sculpture, the divine conceptions of the poet; the pomp of festi
vals and sacrifices j the successful arts of divination; the popular 
traditions of oracles and prodigies j and the ancient practice of 
two thousand years. The weakness of Polytheism was, in somo 
measure, excused by the moderation of its claims; and the devo
tion of the Pagans was not incompatible with the most licentious 
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scepticism}\! Instead of an indivisible and regular system, which 
occupies t.he whole extent of the believing mind, the mythology 
of the GrCleKs was composed of a thousand loose and flexible 
parts, aDd the servant of the gods was at liberty to define the 
degree and measure of his religious faith. The creed which Ju
lian adopt~d for his own use was of the largest dimensions; and, 
by a strang"l c(}uttadiction, he disdained the salutary yoke of the 
gospel, whibt h'() made a voluntary offering of his reason on the 
altars of Jupiter and Apollo. One of the orations of Julian is 
consecrated to the honor of Oybele, the mother of the gods, who 
required from h,'r ei'{eminate priests. the bloody sacrifice, so rashly 
performed by th(' madness of the Phyrgian boy. The pious em
peror condescends to relate, without a blush, and without a ~milt', 
the voyage of the B'0dcless from the shores of Pergamus to the 
mouth of the Tyber, [I.nd th~ stupendous miracle, Wllich convinced 
the senate and people of R()me 1hat the lump of clay, which their 
ambassadors had trans~ort~d over the seas, was endowed with 
life, and sentiment, and dh '.np. power. 13 For the truth of this 
prodigy he appeals to the ~ublic monuments of the city, and cen
sures, with some acrimony, thl sickly and affected taste of those 
men, who impertinently derided the -:.lacred traditions of their 
ancestors. 14 

But the devout philosopher, W1.U' eincerely embraced, and 
warmly encouraged, the superstition of the people, l'eserved for 
himself the privilege of a liberal int:e~pretation; and silently 
withdrew from the foot of the' altars it'to the sanctuary of tho 
temple. The extravagance of the Grcciav mythology proclaimed, 
with a clear and audible voice, that the. pi\.')n~ inquirer, instead of 
being scandalized or satisfied with the lite.al sense, should dili, 
gently explore the occult wisdom, which hact heen disguised by 
the prudence of antiquity, under the mask of f011y nnd of fable. l' 
1'he philosophers of the Platonic school, 16 Plo~ir:us, Porphyry. 
and the divine Iamblichus, were admired as the m%i; skHful mn!:.. 
ters of this allegorical science, which labored to sC'Ren and har... 
monize the deformed features of Paganism. Julian ~'iroself, whe» 
was directed in the mysterious pursuit hy 1Edesius, the venerable 
successor of Iamblichus, aspired to the possession of n treasure, 
which he esteemed, if we may credit his solemn asseverations, 
far above the empire of the world.17 It was indeed a treasure, 
which derived its value only from opinion; and every artist wlw 
flattered himself that he had extracted the precious are from tIw 
surrounding dross, claimed an equal right of stamping the nam<.> 
and figure the most agreeable to his peculiar fancy. 1'he fable of 
Atys and Oybele had been already explained by Porphyry; but his 
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labors served only to animate the pious industry of Julian, who 
invented and published his own allegory of tha.t ancient and mys. 
tic tale. This freedom of interpretation, which might gratify 
the pride of the Platonists, exposed the vanity of their art. 
·Without a tedious detail, the modern reader could not form a just 
idea of the strange allusions, the forced etymologies, the solemn 
trifling, and the impenetrable obscurity of these sages, who pro~ 
fessed to reveal the system of the universe. As the traditions of 
Pagan mythology were variously related, the sacred interpreters 
were at liberty to select the most convenient circumstances; and 
as they translated an arbitrary cip,her, they could extract from an,!} 
fable any sense which was adapted to their favorite system of re
ligion and philosophy.. The lascivious form of a naked Venus 
was tortured into the discovery of some moral precept, or some 
physical truth i and the castration of Atys explained the revolu
tion of the sun between the tropics, or the separation of the hu
man soul from vice and error. 18 • 

The theological system of Julian appears to have contained the 
sublime and important principles of natural religion. But, as the 
faith, which is not founded on revelation, must remain destitute 
of any firm assurance, the disciple of Plato imprudently relapsed 
into the habits of vulgar superstition; and the popular and phi
losophic notion of the Deity seems to have been confounded in the 
practice, the writings, and even the mina of Juliun. 19 The pious 
emperor acknowledged and adored the Eternal Cause of the uni~ 
verse, to whom he ascribed all the perfections of an infinite na
ture, invisible to the eyes, and inaccessible to the understanding, 
of feeble mortals. The Supreme God had created, or rather, in 
the Platonic la.nguage, had generated, the gradual succession of 
the dependent spirits, of gods, of dmmons, of heroes, and of men; 
and every being which derived its existence immediately from the 
First Cau:)e received the inherent gift of immortality. That so 
precious. an advantage might be lavished upon unworthy objects, 
the Creator had intrusted to the skill and power of the inferior 
gods the office of forming the human boay, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the ·animal, the vegetable, and the mineral 
kingdoms. To the conduct of these divine ministers he delegated 
the temporal government of this lower world; hut their imper
fect administration is not exempt from discord or error. The 
earth and its inhabitants are divided among them, and the char
acters of Mnrs or Minerva, of ~ercury or Venus, may be distinctly 
traced in the laws and manners of their peculiar votaries. As 
long as our immortal souls are confined in a mortal prison, it is our 
interest, as well as our duty, to solicit the favor, and to deprecate 
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the wrath of the l}owers of heaven j whose pride is gratified by 
the devotion of mankind; and whose grosser parts may be sup
posed to derive some nourishment from the fumes of sacrifice. 20 

The inferior gods might sometimes condescend to animate the 
statues, and to inhabit the temples, which were dedicated to their 
honor. They might occasionally visit the earth, but the heavens 
were the proper throne and symbol of their glory. The invaria
ble order of the sun, moon, and stars, was hastily admitted by 
Julian, as a proof of their eternaZ duration; and their eternity 
was a sufficient evidence that they were the workmanship, not of 
an inferior deity, but of the Omnipotent King. In the system of 
the Platonists, the visible was a type of the invisible world. 
The celestial bodies, as they were informed by a divine spirit1 
might be considered as the objects the most worthy of religious 
worship. The SUN, whose genial influence pervades and sustains 
the universe, justly claimed the adoration of mankind, as the 
bright representative of the LOGOS, the lively, the rational, the 
beneficent image of the intellectual Father. ~1 

In every age, the absence of genuine inspiration is supplied by 
the strong illusions of enthusiasm, and the mimic arts of impos
ture. If, in the time of Julian, these arts had been practised only 
by the Pagan priests, for the support of an expiring cause, some 
indulgence might perhaps be allowed to the interest and habits of 
the sacerdotal character. But it may appear a subject of surprise 
and scandal, that the philosophers themselves should have con
tributed to abuse the superstitious credulity of mankind, 1I~ and 
that the Grecian mysteries should have been supported by the 
magic or theurgy of the modern Platonists. They arrogantly 
l)retended to control the order of nature, to explore the secrets of 
futurity, to command the service of the inferior doomons, to enjoy 
the view and conversatIon of the superior gods, and by disengag
ing the soul from her material bands, to reunite that immortal 
particle with the Infinite and Divine Spirit. 

The devout and fearless curiosity of Julian tempted the philos
ophers with the hopes of,an easy conquest j which, from the situ
ation of their young proselyte, might be productive of the most im
portant consequences. ~3 Julian imbibed the first rudiments of the 
Platonic doctrines from the mouth of JEdesius, who had fixed at 
Pergamus his wandering and persecuted school. But as the de· 
clining strength of that venerable sage was unequal to the ardor, 
the diligence, the rapid conception of his pupil, two of his most 
learned disciples, Chrysanthes and Euscbius, supplied, at his own 
desire, the place of t.heir aged master. These philosophers seem 
to have prepared and distributed their rCi\pect:ve p~lfts; and they 
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artfully contrived, by dark hints and affected disputes, to excite 
the impatient hopes of the aspirant, till they delivered hIm into 
the hands of their associate, ~Iaximius, the boldest and most skilJ 
ful master of the Theurgic science. _ By his hands Julian was seJ 
cretly initiated at Ephesus, in the twentieth year of his age. His 
residence at Athens confirmed this unnatural alliance of philosJ 
ophy and superstition. He obtained the privilege of a solemn in
Hiation into the mysteries of Eleusis, which, amidst the general 
decay of the Grecian worship, still retained some vestiges of their 
primreval sanctity; and such was the zeal of Julian, that he afterJ 
wards invited the Eleusinian pontiff to the court of Gaul, for the 
sole purpose of consumm'l.ting, by mystic rites and sacrifices, tho 
great work of his sanctification. As these ceremonies were per
formed in the depth of caverns, and in thp. silence of the night,' 
and as the inviolable secret of the mysteries was preserved by 
the discretion of the initiated, I shall not presume to describe the 
horrid sounds, and fiery apparitions, which were presented to the 
senses, or the im1,gination, of the credulous aspirant,24 till the 
visions of comfort and knowledge broke upon him in a blaze of 
celestial light. 25 In the caverns of Ephesus and Eleusis, the mind 
of Julian was penetrated with sincere, deep, and unalterable en
thusiasm ; though he might sometimes exhibit the vicissitudes of 
pious fraud and hypocrisy, which may be observed, or at least sus
pected, in the characters of the most conscientious fanatics. 
From that moment he consecrated his life to the service of t.he 
gods; and while the occupations of war, of government, and of 
study, seemed to claim the whole measure of his time, a stated 
purtion of the hours of the night was invariably reserved for the 
exercise of private devotion. The temperance which adorned the 
severe manners of the soldier and the philosopher, was connected 
with some strict and frivolous rules of religious abstinence; and 
it was in honor of Pan or ~lercury, of Hecate or Isis, that Julian, 
on particular days, denied himself the use of some particular 
food, which might have been offensive to his tutelar d£:ities. By 
these voluntary fasts he prepared his senses and his understanding 
for the frequent and familiar visits with which he was honored 
by the celestial powers. Notwithstanding the modest silence of 
Julian himsoJi, we may learn from his faithful friend, the orator 
Libanius, that he lived in a perpetual intercourse with the gods 
and goddesses; that they descended upon earth to enjoy the 
conversation of their favorite hero; that they gently interrupted 
his slumbers by touching his hand or his hair ; that they warned 
him of every impending danger, and conducted him, by their in
fallible wisdom, in -every action of his life ; and that he had ac" 
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quirerl such an intimate knowledge of his heavenly guests, M 

readily to distinguish the voice of Jupiter from t11at of :Minerva, 
and the form uf Apollo from the figure of Hercules. 26 These sleep
ing or waking visions, the ordinary effects of abstinence and 
fanaticism, would almost degrnde the emperor to tIle level of nn 
Egyptian monk. But the useless lives of Antony or PacholIlius 
were consumed in these vain occupations. Julian could bit-uk 
from the dream of superstition tu aIm himself for battle; Hnd 
after vanquishing in the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly re
tired into his tent, to dictate the wise and salutary laws of an 
empire, or to indulge his genius in the elegant pursuits of litera
tUre and philosophy. 

The important secret of the-apostasy of Julian was intrusted to 
the fidelity of the initiated, with whom he was united by the 
sacred ties of friendship and religion. 21 The pleasing lumor was 
cautiously circulated among the adherents of tlle ancient worship; 
and his future greatness became the object of the hopes, the 
prayers, and the predictions of tIle Pagans, in every province of 
the empire. From the zeal und virtues of their ro)'al prosel)'te, 
they fondly expected the cure of every evil, and the restoration of 
every blessing; and instead of disapproving of the ardor of their 
pious wishes, Julian ingenuously confessed, that he was lImbitious 
to attain a situation in which he might be useful to his country 
and to his religion. But this religion was viewed with a hostile 
eye by the successor of Constantjne, whose caPricious passions 
alternately saved and threatened the life of Julian. The arts of 
magic and divination were strictly prohibited under a despotic 
government, which condescended to fear them; and if the Pagans 
were reluctantly indulged in the exercise of their snperstition, the 
rank of Julian would have excepted him from the general tolera
tion. The apostate soon became the presumptive heir of the 
monarchy, and his death could alone have BI)peased the just ap
prehensions of tIw Christians. 28 But the ~young prince, who 
aspired to the glory of a hero rather than of a mart),r, consulted 
his safety by dissembling his religion; and the easy temper of 
Polytheism permitted him to join in the public wOIsllip of a sect 
which he inwardly despised. Libanius lIaS considered the hypoc
risy of his friend as a subject, not of cenmre, but of praise. 
"As the statues of the gods," says that orator, "which have 
been defiled with filth, arc again placed in a magnificent temple, 
so the beauty of truth was seated in the mind of Julian, after it 
had been purified from the errors arId follies of his education. 
His sentiments were changed; but as it would have been dan
gerous to have avowed hili sentiments, his conduct still contin
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ued the same. Very different from the ass in JEsop, who dis.
guised himself with a lion's hide, our lion was obliged to conceal 
himself under the skin of an ass; and, while he embraced the 
dlCtates of reason, to obey the laws of prudence and necessity." 2~ 
Tile dissimulation of. Julian lai;ted about ten years, from his secret 
initiation at Ephesus to the beginning of the civil war; when he 
dJclared himself at once the implacable enemy of Christ and of 
Constantiua. This state of constraint might contribute, to 
strengthen his devotion; ana ns soon as he had satisfied the obli
gation of assisting, on solemn festivals, at the assemblies of the 
Christians, Julian returned, with the impatience of a lover, to 
burn his free and voluntary incense on the domestic chapels of 
Jupiter and Mercury. But as every act of dissimulation must be 
painful to an ingenuous spirit, the profession of Christianity in
creased the aversion of Julian for a religion which oppressed the 
freedom of his mind, and compelled him to hold a conduct repug
nant to the noblest attributes of human nature,.... sincerity and 
courage. 

The inclination of Julian might prefer the gods of Homer, and 
of the Sci pi os, to the new faith, which his uncle ha,d established 
in the Roman empire; and in which he himself.had been sanctified 
by the sacrament of baptism. But, as a philosopher, it was in
cumbent on him to justify his dissent from Christianity, which 
was supported by the number of its converts, by the chain of 
prophecy, the s,plendor of miracles, and the weight of evidence. 
The elaborate work,30 which he composed amidst the preparations 
of the Persian war, contained the substance of those arguments 
which he had long revolved in his mind. Some fragments have 
been transcribed and preserved, by his adversary, the vehement 
Cyril of Alexandria; 31 and they exhibit a very singular mixture 
of wit and learning, of sophistry and fanaticism. The elegance of 
the style and the rank of the author, recommended his writings to 
the public attention ; 3~ and in the impiolls list of the enemies of 
Christianity, the celebrated name of Porphyry was effaced by the 
superior merit or reputation of Julian. The minds of the ffiithful 

. were either seduced, or scandalized, or alarmed; and the Pagans, 
who sometimes presumed to engage in the unequal dispute, de
rived, from the popular work of their Imperial missionary, an in
exhaustible supply of fallacious objections. But in the assiduous 
prosecution of these theological studies, the emperor of the Ro
mans imbibed the illiberal prejudices and passions of a polemic 
divine. He contracted an irrevocable obligation to maintain and 
propagate his religious opinions; and whilst he secretlyapp'auded 
the strcngth and dcxterity with which he wielded the weapons 
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of controversy, he was tempted to distrust tIle sincerity, or to 
despise the understandings, of his antagonists, who could ob
stinately resist the force of reason and eloquence. 

The Christians, who beheld with horror and indignation the 
apostasy of Julian, had much more to fear from his power than 
from his arguments. The Pagans, who were conscious of his fer
vent zeal, expected, perhaps with impatience, that the flames of 
persecution should be immediately kindled against the enemies of 
the gods; and that· the ingenious malice of Julian would invent 
some cruel refinements of death and torture which had been un
known to the rude and inexperienced fury of his pl'cdeceesors. 
But the hopes, as well as the fears, of the religious factions were 
apparently disappointed, by the prudent humanity of a prince,3B 
Who was careful of his own fame, of the public peace, and of the 
rights of mankind. Instructed by history and reflection, Julian 
was persuaded~ that if the diseases of the body may sometimes be 
cured by salutary violence, neither steel nor fire can eradicate the 
erroneous opinions of the mind. Tbe reluctant victim may be 
dragged to the foot of the altar; but the heart still abhors and 
disclaims the sacrilegious act of the hand. Religious obstinacy is 
hardened and exasperated by oppression; and, as soon as the per
secution subsides, those who have yielded are restored as peni
tents, and those who have resisted are honored as saints and mar
tyrs. If Julian adopted the unsuccessful cruelty of Diocletian and 
his colleagues, he was sensible that he should stain his memory 
with the name of a tyrant. and add new glories to the Catholic 
church, which had derived strength and increase from the sever
ity of the Pagan magistr?tes. Actuated by these motives, and ap
prehensive of disturbing the repose of an unsettled re'gn, Julian 
surprised the world by an edict, which was not unworthy of a 
statesman, or a philosopher. He extended to all the inhabitants 
of the Roman world the benefits of a free and equal toleration; 
and the only hardship which he inflicted on the Christians, was to 
deprive them of the power of tormenting their fellow-subjects, 
Whom they stigmatized with the odious titles of idolaters and 
heretics. The Pagans received a gracious permission, or rather 
an express order, to open ALL their temples; 34 and they were at 
once delivered from the oppressive Jaws, and arbitrary vexations, 
which they had sustained under the reign of Constantine, and of 
his sons. At the same time, the bishops and clergy, who had 
been banished by the Arian monarch, were recalled from exile, 
and restored to their respective churches; the Donatists, the N0

vatians, the Macedonians, the Eunomians, and those who, with a 
more prosperous fortune, adhered to the doctrine of the Council 
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of Nice. .Julian, who linderstood and derided their theological 
disputes, invited to the palace the leaders of the hostile sects, 
that he might enjoy the agreeable spectacle of their furious en
counters. The clamor of controversy sometimes provoked the 
emperor to exclaim, " Hear me! the Franks have heard me, and 
the Alemanni i" but he soon discovered that he was now engaged 
with more obstinate and implacable enemies; and though he ex~ 
erted the powers of oratory to persuade them to live in concord, 
or at least in peace, he was perfectly satisfied, before he dismissed 
them from his presence, that he had nothing to dread from the 
union of the Christians. The impartial Ammianus has ascribed 
this affected clemency to the desire of fomenting the intestine 
divisions of the church, and the insidious design of undermining 
the foundations of Christianity, was inseparably connected with 
the zeal which Julian professed" to restore the ancient religion of 
the empire. 35 

As soon as he ascended the throne, he assumed, according to 
the cnstom of his predecessors, the character of supreme pontiff ; 
not only as the most honorable title of Imperial greatness, but as a 
sacred and important office; the duties of which he was resolved 
to execute with pious diligence. As the business of the state pre
vented the emperor from joining overy day in the public devotion 
of his subjects, he dedicated a domestic chapel to his tutelar deity 
the Sun; his gardens were filled with statues and altars of the 
gods; and each apartment of the palace displayed the appearance 
of a magnificent temple. Every morning he saluted the parent of 
light with a sacrifice; the blood of another victim was shed at the 
moment when the Sun sunk below the. horizon; and the :Moon, 
the Stars, and the Genii of the night received their respective and 
seasonable honors from the indefatigable devotion of Julian. On 
solemn festivals, he regularly visited the temple of the god or 
goddess to whom the day was peculiarly consecrated, and.. 
endeavoreq to excite the religion of the magistrates and people by 
the example of his own zeal. Instead of maintaining the lofty 
state of a monarch, distinguished by the splendor of his purple, 
and encompassed by the golden shields of his guards, Julian 
solicited, with respectful eagerness, the meanest offices which 
contributed to the worship of the gods. Amidst the sacred but 
licentiol1s crowd of priests, of inferior ministers, and of female 
dancers, who were dedicated to the service of the temple, it was 
the business of the emperor to bring the wood, to blow the fire, 
~ handle the knife, to slaughter the victim, and, thrusting his 
bloody hands into the bowels of the expiring animal, to draw 
forth the heart or liver, and to read, with the consummate skill of 
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an bal'uspex, the imaginary signs of future events. - The wisest of 
the Pagans censured this extravagant superstition, which affected 
to despise the restraints of prudence and decency. Under the 
reign of a prince, who practised the rigid maxims of wconomy, 
the expense of religious worship consumed a very large portion of 
the revenue; a constant supply of the scarcest and most beautiful 
birds was transported from distant climates, to·bleed on the altars 
of the gods; a hundred oxen were frequently sacrificed by Juli&n 
on one and the same day; and i~ soon became a pupular jest, 
that if he should return with conquest from the Persian war, the 
breed of horned cattle must infal1ibly be extinguished. Yet this 
expense may appear inconsiderable, when it is compared with the 
splendid presents which were offered either by the hand, or by 
order of the emperor, to all the celebrated places of devotion in 
the Roman world; and with the sums allotted to repair and deeo
rate the ancient temples, which had suffered the silent decay of 
time, or the recent injuries of CJlristian rapine. Encouraged by 
the example, the exhortations, the liberality, of their pious sov~ 
ereign, the cities and families resumed the practice of their neg
lected ceremonies. " Every part of the.world," exclajms Liba~ 
nius, with devout transport, "di~played the triumph of religion; 
and the grateful prospect of flaming altars, bleeding victims, the 
smoke of incense, and a solemn tl ain of priests and prophets, 
without fear and without danger. The sound of prayer and of 
music was heard on the tops of ,the highest mountains; and the 
same ox afforded a sacrifice for the gods, and a supper for their 
joyous votaries. " 36 

But the genius and power of Julian were unequal to the enter
prise of restoring a religion which was destitute of theological 
principles, of moral precepts, and of ecclesiastical discipline; 
which rapi<.lly hastened to decay and dissolution, and was not sut'
ceptible of any solid or consistent reformation. The jurisdiction 
of the supreme pontiff, more especially after that office had been 
united with the [mperial dignity, comprehended the whole extent 
of the Roman empire. Julian named for his vicars, in the several 
provinces, the I)riests and philosophers whom he esteemed the best 
qualified to co-operate in the execution of his great design j and his 
pastoral letters,37 if we may use that name, still represent a very 
curious sketch of his wisllCS and intentions. He directs, that in 
every city the Eaccrdotal order should be composed, without any 
distinction of birth or fortune, of those l)ersons who were the 
most conspicuous for the love of the gods and of men. " If they 
are guilty, " continues he, " of any scandalous offence, they should 
be censured or degraded by the superior pontiff; but as long us 



90 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

they retain their rank," they are entitled to the respect of the 
magistrates and people. Their humility may be shown in the 
plainness of their domestic garb; their dignity, in the pomp of 
holy vestments. When they are summoned in their turn to oill· 
ciate before the altar, they ought not, during the appointed num· 
ber of days, to depart from the precincts of the temple; nor 
should a single day" be suffered to elapse, without the prayers and 
the sacrifice, which they are obliged to offer for the prosperity of 
the state, and of individuals. The exercise of their s3-cred func· 
tions requires an immaculate purity, both of mind ap.d body; and 
even when they are dismissed from the temple to the occupations 
of common life, it is incumbent on them to excel in decency and 
virtue the rest of their fellow-citizens. The priest of the gods 
should never be seen in theatres or taverns. His conversation 
should be chaste, his diet temperate, his friends of honorable rep
utation; and if he sometimes visits the Forum or the Palace, he 
should aI)p"ear only as the advocate of those who have vainly 
solicited either justice or mercy. His studies should be suited to 
the sanctity of his profession. Licentious tales, or comedies, or 
satires, must be banished from his library, which ought solely to 
consist of historical and philosophical writings j of history, which 
is founded in truth, and of philosophy, which is connef!ted with re~ 
ligiQn. The impious opinions of the Epicureans and sceptics de~ 
serve his abhorrence and contempt; 38 but he should diligently 
study tho systems of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the Stoics, 
which unanimously teach that there are gods; that the world is 
governed by their providence; that their goodness is the source 
of every temporal blessing j and that they have prepared for the 
human soul a future .state of reward or punishment." The Impe
rial pontiff inculcates, in the most persuasive language, the duties 
of benevolence and hospitality j exhorts his inferior clergy to 
recommend the universal practice of those virtues; promises to 
assist their indigence from the public treasury; and declares his 
resolution of establi~hing hospitals in every city, where the poor 
should be received without any invidious distinction of country or 
of religion. Julian beheld with envy the wise and humane regula
tions of the church; and he very frankly confesses his intention 
to deprive the Christians of the applause, as well as advantage, 
which they had ttcquired by the exclusive practice of charity and 
beneficence. 3~ The same spirit of imitation might dispose the em~ 
peror to adopt several ecclesiastical institutions, the use and im
portance of which were approved by the success of his enemies. 
But if these imag:nary plans of reformation had been realized, 
the forced and imperfect copy .would have been less beneficial to 
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Paganism, than honorable to Christianity. 40 The Gentiles, who 
peaceably followed the customs of their ancestors, were rather Bur
prised than pleased with the introduction of foreign manners; 
and, in the short period.of his reign, Julian had frequ~nt occa
sions to complain of the want of fervor of Ius own party. 41 

The enthusiasm of Julian prompted him to embrace the friends 
of Jupiter as his personal friends and br~threll; and though he 
partially overlooked the merit of Christian constancy, he admired 
and rewarded the noble perseverance of those Gentiles who had 
preferred the favor of the gods to that of the emperor. 42 If they 
cu1tivated the literature, as weU as the religion, of the Greeks, 
they acquirecl an additional claim to the friendship of Julian, who 
ranked the :Muses in the number of Ms tutelar deities. In the re
ligion which he had adopted, piety and learning were almost sy
nonymous ; 43 and a crowd of poets, of rhetoricians, and of philos
ophers, hastened to the Imperial court, to occupy the vacant 
places of the bishops, who had seduced the credulity of Const~n
tius. His successor esteemed the ties of common initiation as far 
more sacred than those of consanguinity; he chose his favorites 
among the sages, who were deeply skilled in the occult sciences 
of magic and divination; and every impostor, who pretended to 
reveal the secrets of futurit.y, was assured of enjoying the present 
hour in honor and afRuence. U Among the philosophers, Maximus 
obtained the most eminent rank in the friendship of his royal dis
ciple, who communicated, with unreserved confidence, his ac
tions, his sentiments, and his religious designs, during the anx
ious suspense of the civil war. 46 As soon as Julian had taken 
possession of the palace of Constantinople, he despatched an hon
orable an<J. pressing invitation to lYlaximus, who then resided at 
Sardes in Lydia, with Chrysanthius, the associate of his art and 
studies. The prudent and superstitious Chrysanthius refused to 
undertake a journey which showed itself, according.to the rules 
of divination, with the most threatening and malignant aspect: 
but his companion, whose fanaticism was of a bolder cust, per
sisted in his interrogations, till he had extorted from the gods a 
seeming consent to his own wishes, and those of the emperor. 
The journey of Maximus through the cities of Asia displayed the 
triumph of philosophic vanity; and the magistrates vied with 
each other in the honorable reception which they prepared for the 
friend of their sovereign. Julian was pronouncing an oration be
fore the senate, when he was informed of the arrival of 1\laximus. 
1'he emperor immediately interrupted his discourse, advanced to 
meet him, and after a tender embrace, conducted him by the 
hand into the midst of the assembly; where he publicly acknowl
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edged the benefits which he had derived from the instructions ot 
the philosophers. l\'Iaximus,46 who soon acquired the confidence, 
and influenced the councils, of Julian, was insensibly corrupted 
by the temptations of a court. His dress became more splendid, 
his demeanor more lofty, and he was exposed, under a succeeding 
reign, to a disgraceful inquiry into the means by which the disci
ple of Plato had accumulated, in the short duration of his favor, a 
very scandalous proportion of wealth. Of the other philosophers 
and sophists, who were invited to the Imperial residence by the 
choice of Julian, or by the success of Maximus, few were able to 
preserve their innocence or their reputation. 41 The liberal gifts 
of money, lands, and houses, were insufficient to satiate their 
rapacious avarice; and the indignation of the people was justly 
excited by the rememhrance of their abject poverty and disinter
ested professions. The penetration of Julian could not always be 
deceived: but he was unwilling to despise the characters of those 
men whose talents deserved his esteem: he desired to escape the 
double reproach of imprudence and inconstancy j and he was ap
prehensive of degrading, in the eyes of the profane, the honor of 
letters and of religion. 48 

The favor of Julian was almost equally divided between the 
Pagans, who had firmly adhered ttl the worship of their ancestors, 
and the Christians, who prudently embraced the religion of their 
sovereign. The acquisition of new proselytes 49 gratified the rul
ing passions of his soul, superstition and vanity j and he was 
heard to declare, with the enthusiasm of a missionary, that if he 
could render each individual richer than Midas, and every city 
greater than Babylon, he should not esteem himself the benefac
tor of mankind, unless, at the same time, he could reclaim his 
subjects from thcir impious revolt against the immortal gods. ~u 
A pdnce who had studied· human natuI'!, and who possessed the 
treasures of the Roman empire, could adapt his arguments, his 
promises, and his rewards, to every order of Christians; 61 and the 
merit of a seasonable conversion was allowed to supply the defects 
of a candidate, or even to expiate the guilt of a criminal. As the 
army is the most forcible engine of absolute power, Julian applied 
himself, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the religion of his 
troops, without whose hearty concurrence every measure must be 
dangerous and unsuccessful; and the natural temper of soldiers 
made this conquest as easy as it was important. The-legions of 
Gaul devoted themselves to the" faith, as well as to the fortunes, 
of their victorious leader j and.even before the death of Constan
tius, he had the satisfaction of announcing to his friends, that 
they assisted with fervent devotion, and voracious appetite, at the 
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sacrifices, which were repeatedly offered in his camp, of whole 
hecatombs of fat oxen. 62 The armies of the East, which had 
been trained under the standard of the cross, and of Constantius, 
required a more artful and expensive mode of persuasion. On the 
days of solemn and public festival!'!, the emperor received the 
homage, and rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne of 
state was encircled with the military ensigns of Rome and the 
republic; the holy name of Christ was erased from the L(/oarum ~. 
and the symbols of war, of majeety, and of Pagnil superstition, 
were so dexterously blended, that the faithful subject incurred 
the guilt of idolatry, when he respectfully saluted the person or 
image of his sovereign. The soldiers passed successively in re
view; and each of them, before he received from the hand of 
Julian a liberal donative, proportioned to his rank find services, 
was required to cast a few grains of incense into the flame which 
burnt upon the altar. Some Christian confessors might resist, 

. and others might repent; but the far greater number, allured by 
the prospect of gold, and awed by the presence of the emperor, 
contracted the criminal engagement; and their future persever
ance in the worship of the gods was enforced by every considera
tion of duty and of interest. By the frequent repetition of these 
arts, and at the expense of sums which would have purchased the 
service of half the nations of Scythia, Julian gradually acquired 
for his troops the imaginary protection of the gods, and for llim
self the firm and effectual support of the Roman legions. 53 It is 
indeed more than p~'obable, that the restoration and encoumge
ment of Paganism revealed a multitude of pretended Christians, 
who, from motives of temporal advantage, had acquiesced in the 
religion of the former reign; and who afterwards returned, with. 
the same flexibility of conscience, to the faith which was pro
fessed by the successors of Julian. 

While the devout monarch incessantly labored to restore and 
propagate the religio:c of his ancestors, he embraced the extraor
dinary design of rebuilding the temple of Jerusalem. In a puhlic 
epistle 54 to the nation or community of the Jews, dispersed 
through the provinces, he pities their misfortunes, condemns their 
oppressors, praises their constancy, declares himself their gracious 
protector, and expresses a pious hope, that -after his return from 
the Persian war, he may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 
the Almighty in... his holy city of Jerusalem. The blind supersti
tion, and abject slavery, of those unfortunate exiles, must excite 
the contempt of a philosophic emperor; but they deserved the 
friendship of Julian,-by their implacable hatred of the Christian 
name. The barren synagogue abhorred and envied the fecundity 
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of the rebellious church: the power of the Jews was not equal to 
their malice; but their gravest rabbis approved the private mur 
der of an apostate; Dr. and their seditious clamors had often awak~ 
ened the indolence of the Pagan magistrates. Under the reign of 
Constantine, the Jews became the subjects of their revolted chil
dren j nor was it long before they experienced the bitterness of do
mestic tyranny. The eivil immunities which had been grunted, 
or confirmed, by Severus, were gradually repealed by the Christian 
princes j and a rash tumult, excited by the Jews of Palestine, 66 

seemed to justify the lucrative modes of oppression which were 
invented by the bishops and eunuchs of the court of Constantius. 
The Jewish patriarch, who was still permitted to exercise a pre
carious jurisdiction, held his residence at Tiberias; D7 and th~ 
neighboring cities of Palestine were filled with the remains of a 
people who fondly adhered to the promised land. But the edict 
of Hadrian was renewed and enforced j and they viewed from 
afar the walls of the holy city, which were profaned in their eye~ 
by the triumph of the cross and the devotion of the Christians. Dil 

In the midst of a ro\~ky and barren country, the walls of Jerusa
lem ~9 enclosed the two mountains of Sion and Acra, within an 
oval figure of about three English miles. 60 Towards the south., 
the upper town, and the fortress of David, were erected on the 
lofty ascent of Mount Sion : on the north side, the buildings of the 
lower town covered the spacious summit of :l\Iount Acra; and a 
part of the hill, distinguished by the name of Moriah, and levelled 
by human industry, was crowned with the stately temple of the 
Jewish nation. After the final destruction of the temple by the 
arms of Titus and Hadrian) a ploughshare was drawn over the 
c~>nsecrated ground, as a sign of perpetual interdiction. Sion was 
deserted; and the vacant space of the lower city was filled with 
the public and private edifices of the LElian colony, which spread 
themselves over the adjacent hill of Calvary. The holy places 
were polluted with monuments of idolatry; and, either from de
sign or accident, a chapel was dedicated to Venus, 011 thei·spot 
which had been sanctified by the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 61 * Almost three hundred years after those stupendous 
events, the profane chapel of Venus was demolished by the order 
of Constantine ; an~ the removal of the earth and stones revealed 
the holy sepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A magnificent church 
was erected on that mystic ground, by the first Christian em~ 

* On the site of the Holy Sepulchre; compare the chapter in ProressorRobinson's 
Travels in Palestine, which has renewed the old controversy with ~reat vigor. To 
me, this temple of Venus, fluid to have been erected hy Hadrian to IDsult the Chris 
tians, is not the least suspicious part of the whole lcgelld.-:M. 1845. 
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peror; and the effects of his pIOUS munificence Wflro extended to 
every spot which had been consecrated by the footsteps of patri
archs, of prophets, and of the Son of God. 6~ 

The passionate desire of contemplating the original monuments 
of their redemption attracted to J erusulem a successive crowd of 
pilgrims, from tho shores of the Atlantic Ocean, and the most dis
tant countries of the East: 63 and their piety was authorized by 
the example of the empress Helena, who appears to have united 
the creduliiy of age with the warm feelings of a recent conver
sion. Sages and heroes, who have visited the memorable scenes 
of ancient wisdom or glory, have confessed the inspiration of the 
genius of the place; 64 and the Christian who knelt before the 
holy sepulchre, ascribed his lively faith, and his fervent devotion, 
to the more immediate influence of the Divine Spirit. The zeal, 
perhaps the avarice, of the -clergy of Jerusalem, cherished and 
multiplied these beneficial visits. They fixed, by unquestionable 
tradition, the scene of each memorable event. They exhibited 
the instruments ,.-hich had been used in the passion of ChTist; 
the nails and the lance that had pierced his hands, his feet, and 
his side; the crown of therns that was planted on his head ; the 
pillar at which he was scourged; and, above all, they showed the 
cross on which he suffered, and which was dug out of the earth 
in 1he reign of those princes, who inserted the sJmbol of Chris
tianity in the banners of the Roman legions. 60 Such miracles a~ 
seemed necessary to 'account for its extraordinary preservation, 
and seasonable discovery, were gradually propagated without op
position. The custody of the true cr088, which on Easter Sunday 
was solemnly exppsed to the people, was intrusted to the bishop 
of Jerusalem; and he alone might gratify the curious devotion of 
the pilgrims, by th~ gift of small pieces, which they en chased in 
gold or gems, and carried away in triumph to their r~spective 
countries. But as this gainful branch of commerce must soon 
have been annihilated, it was found convenient to suppose, that 
the marvellous wood possessed a secret power of vegetation j and 
that its substance, though' continually diminished, still remained 
entire and unimpaired. 66 It might perhaps have been expected, 
that the influence of the place a~d the belief of a perpetual mira
cle, should have produced some salutary effects on the morals, as 
weH as on the faith, of the lleople. Yet the most respectable of 
the ecclesiastical writers have been obliged to confess, not only 
that the streets of Jerusalem were tilled with the incessant tumult 
of business and pleasure,67 but that ~very speci.~s of vice-n.dul
tery, theft, idolatry, poisonilJg, murder-was familiar to the in
habitants of the holy city. 68 The wealth and pre-eminence of the 
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church of Jerusalem excited the ambition of Anan, as well as 
orthodox, candidates; and the virtues of Cyril, who, since his 
death, has been honored with the title of Saint, were displayed in 
the exercise, rather than in the acquisition, of his episcopal dig
nity.69 

The vain and ambitious mind of .lulian might aspire to restore 
the ancient glory of the temple of Jerusalem. 7" As the Christians 
were firmly persuaded that a sentence of everlasting destruction 
had been pronounced agajnst the whole fabric of the "Mosaic law, 
the Imperial sophist would have converted the success of his un
dertaking into a specious argument against the faith of prophecy, 
and the truth of revelation. 71 He was displeased with the spirit
ual worship of. the synagogue; but he approved the institutions 
of :Moses, who had not disdained to adopt many of the rites and 
ceremonies of Egypt.72 The local and national deity of the Jews 
was sincerely adorej by a Polytheist, who desired only to multiply 
the number of the gods; 73 and such was the appetite of Julian 
for bloody sacrifice, that his emulation might be excited by the 
piety of Solomon, who had offered, at the feast of the dedication, 
twenty-two thousand oxen, and one hundred and twenty thou
sand sheep.74 These considerations might influence his designs; 
but the prospect of an immediate and important ~dvantage would 
not suffer the impatient monarch to expect the remote and uncer
tain event of the Persian war. He resolved to erect, without de
lay, on the commanding eminence of l\Ioriah, a stately temple, 
which might eclipse the splendor of the church of the Resurrection 
on the adjacent hill of Calvary; to establish an order of priests, 
whose intere::lted zeal would detect the arts, and resist the ambition, 
of theil' Christian rivals; and to invite a numerous colony of Jews, 
whose stern fanaticism would be always prepared to second, and 

,even to antic~p:lte, the hostile measures of the'Pagan govel'nment. 
Amnng the friends of the emperor (if the names of emperor, and 
of friend, are not ihcompatible) the first place was assigned, by 
Julian himself, to the virtuous and learned Alypius. 711 The hu
manity of Alypius was tempered by severe justice and manly for
titude; and while he exercised his abilities in the civil adminis~ 
tration of Britain, he imitated, in his poetical compositions, the 
harmony and softness of the odes of Sappho. This minister, to 
whom Julian communicated, without reserve, his most careless 
levities, and his most serious counsels, received an extraordinary 
commission to restore, in its pristine beauty, the temple of Jerusa
lem; and the diligence of Alypius required and obtained the 
strenuous support of the governor of Palestine. At the call of 
thek great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces of the em· 
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pire, assembled on the holy mountain of their fathers; and their 
lniolent triumph alarmed nnd exasperated the Christian inhabi
tants of Jerusalem. The desire of rebuilding the temple has in 
every age bE)en the ruling passion of the children of Israel. In 
this propitious moment the men forgot their avarice, and the wom
en their delicacy; spades and pickaxes of silver were provided 
by the vanity of the rich, and the rubbish was transported in 
mantles of silk and purple. Every purse was opened in liberal 
contributions, every hand claimed a share in the pious labor; and 
the commands of a great monarch were executed by the enthusi· 
asm of a whole people. 70 

Yet, on this occasion, the joint efforts of power and enthusiasm 
were unsuccessful; and the ground of the Jewish temple, which 
is now covered by a Mahometan mosque,71 still continued to ex
hibit the same edifying spectacle of ruin and desolation. Perhaps 
the absence and death of the emperor, and the new maxims of a 
Christian reign, might explain the interruption of an arduous 
work, which was attempted only in the last six months of the life' 
of Julian. is But the Christians entertained a natural and pious 
expectation, that, in this memorable contest, the honor of religion 
would be vindicated by some signal miracle. An earthquake, a 
whirlwind, and a fiery eruption, which overturned and scattered 
the new foundations of the temple, are attested, with some varia
tions, by contemporary and respectable evidence. '79 This public 
event is described by Ambrose,80 bisllOp of :Milan, in an epistle to 
the emperor Theodosius, which must provoke the severe animad
version of the Jews; by the eloquent Chrysostom,81 who might 
appeal to the memory of the elner part of his congregation at An
tioch; and by Gregory Nazianzen,!:I1l who published his account of 
the miracle before the eXl'iration of the same year. The last of 
these writers has boldly declared, that this prreternatural event 
was not disputed by the infidels; and his assertion, strange as it 
may seem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable testimony of Am
mianus lIarcellinus. ~3 The philosophic soldier, who loved the 
virtues, without adopting the prejudices, of his master, has re-. 
corded, in his judicious and candid history of his own times, the 
extraordinary obstacles which interrupted the restoration of the 
temple of Jerusalem. "Whilst Alypius, assisted by the governor 
of the province, urged, with vigor and diligence, the execution of 
the work, horrible balls of fire, breaking out near the foundations, 
with frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered the place, from time 
to time, inaccessible to the scorched and blasted workmen; and 
the victorious element continuing in this mannm" obstinately and 
resolutely bentr as it were, to drive t.hem (n a di'3tance, the under
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taking was abandoned."* Such authority should satisfy a believ. 


* Michaelis has given an inO'enious and sufficiently probable explanation of this 
remarkable incident, which ti~e pooitive testimony of Ammianll"', a contemporalY
and a pagan, will not permit us to call in qnestion. It was sugge:sted by a pas~age 
in Tacitus. That histurian, speaking of .Jerusalem, SJys [I omit the first pul t of the 
o"otation adduced by 1\1. GlllzOt, which ollly by a most extraordinary mistransla
tion of muri introrsus :;:inuali by .. enjoncemens" could be madc to bear on theques
tioll.-l\I.] : "The Temple itself wa- a kind of citadel, wh'ch hUll its own walls, su
perior in their workmanship and construction to tho~e of the city. 'rhe porticos
them8elves, which surrounded the temple, were an excellent fortification. 'rhere 
was a fonntain of cOl1::stallily running water; subterranean excavatwtls under th~ 
mountain; reservoirs and cirslerns to ('olleet the rain-water." 'rae. llist. v. Ii. 12. 
These excavations and reservoirs must have been very considerable. The latter 
fnrUlflhed water during the whole sie!{c of Jerusalem to 1,100,000 inhahitants, for 
whom the fountain of Siloe could not have sufficed, and who had no fresh ram
water, the sie~e havin/r taken place from the month of April to the month of Au
gust, a period of the year during which it rarely rllins in Jeru,alem. As to the ex
cavation!!, they served arter, and even llefore, the return of the Jews from Babylon, to 
contain 110t only magazines of 011, wiue, and com, but also the treasure:! WhICh 
were laid up in the 'l'emplc. Josephns has related several incidents which shuw 
their extent. When Jerusalem was on the point of being taken by Titus, 
the rebel chiefs, p'acillg their last hopes in these vast 8ubtemmean cavities, 
(lJ7rGVOflovS, {nroYflla, OlWpVtar;,) formed a design of concealing themselves there, 
and remaining durin~ the confla~atioll of the city, and until the Romans had r&
tired to a distance. 'rhe greater purt had not timJ to execute their design; but one 
of them, Simon, the son of Gioras. h:.lVlllg provided him,;clf with food, and tools to 
cxravate the earth, descended into this r ·rreat \\ ith some (ompanions ; he remained 
there till Titus had set out tOt· Rome; under the pressure of famine he i,;sued forth 
on a snddeu, in the very place where the temple had stood, and appeared in the 
midst of the Roman guard He was seizeu ami carried to Hom(} for the triumph. 
Bis appearance made it be !!nspected that other Jews might have chosen the same 
as,vlum; searcb. was made, and a great number discovered. Joseph, de Bell. Jud. 1. 
vii. c. 2. It is probable that the greater part of these (·xc lvution" were the remains 
or the time of Solomon, when it W!l~ the custom to work to a great extent under 
ground; no other dare can be assigned to them. The Jews, on theirretnrn from the 
captivity, were too poor to undt>rtakll.sucll works; and, although Rerod,on rebuild
in~ the 'l'emple. madl! some excavations (Joseph. Ant. Jud, xv. 11, vii), the haste 
WIth which that building' wa~ completed will not allow liS to snppose that they be
longell to that period. So.ne were u~ed for sewers and dr,Lins, other8 served to con 
ceal the immense treasureS of which Crassus, a hundred and twenty years before, 
plundered the Jew8, and which doubtless had been since replaced. The Temple 
waO! destroyed A 0 70; the attempt of Julian to rebuild it, and the fact reJated by 
Ammianlls, coincide with the year 363. There had then elapsed hetween the~e two 
epochs an interval of near 300 years, durin~ which the excavations, choked up with 
ruins, must-have bewme full of iuflammable air. The workmen employed by 
Julian, us they were dig-ging, arrived at the excavations of the Temple; they would 
take torches to explore them; sudden flames repelled those who approached; ex
plosions were heard, and the~e phenomena were renewed every tIme that they pen
etrated into new subterranean pat'sages.* This explanation is confirmed by the re
lalion of an event nearly !!imilar, by Josephus. Kmg Herod having hetlrd that im. 
meme treasures had been concealed in the sepulchre of David, he descended into 
it with 0. few confidential persons; he found in the first subterranean chamber onl) 

*It is f\ fact now popularly known, that when mines whirh have lleen long closed 
are opened, one of two things takes pillce; either ehe torches are extinguished and 
the men fall first into a swoon and SOOIl die; Ot·, if the air is inflammable, a little 
ftame Is seen to flicker roUIl\{ the lamp, which spreads and mnltiplles till the confla
gration bccomeli geueral, il! foilowed by an explosion, and kills all who are in &Ue 
way.-G. 
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ing, and must astonish an incredulous, mind. Yet a philosophcI 
may still require the original evidence of impartial and intelligent 
spectators. At this important crisis, any singular accigent of na
ture would assume the appearance, and produce the effects, of a 
real prodigy. This glorious deliverance would be speedily im
proved and magnified by the pious art of the clergy of Jerusalem, 
and the active credulity of the Christian world; and, at the dis
tance of twenty years, a Roman historian, careless of theologi
cal disputes, might adorn his work with the specious and splendid 
miracle. 84 

The restoration of the Jewish temple was secretly connected 
with the ruin of the Christian church. Julian still continued to 
maintain the freedom of religious worsllip, without distinguish
ing whether this universal toleration proceeded from his justice or 
Ilis ·clemency. He. affected to pity the unhappy Christians, who 
were mistaken in the most important object of their lives; but his 
pity.as degraded by contempt, his contempt was imbittered by 
hatred; and the sentiments of Julian were expressed in a style of 
sarcastic wit, which inflicts a deep and deadly wound, whenever 
it issues from the mouth of a sovereign. As he was sensible that 
the Christians gloried in the name of their Redeemer, lIe counte
nanced, and perhaps enjoined, the use of the less honorable ap
pellation of GALILlEANS. tl~ He declared, that by the folly of the 
Galilreans, whom he describes as a sect of fanatics, contemptible 
to men, and odious to the gods, the empire had been reduced to 
the brink of destruction ; ..and he insinuates in a public edict, that 
a frantic patient might sometimes be cured by salutary violence. 88 

An ungenerous distinction was admitted into the mind and coun
sels of Julian, that, according. to the difference of their religious 
sentiments, one part of his subjects deserved his favor and friend
ship, while the other was entitled only to the common benefits 
that his justice could not refuse to an obedient peqple. 1I7 Accord
ing to a principle, pregnant with mischief and oppresf ion, the 
emperor transferred to the pontiffs of his own religion the man
agement of the liberal allowances from the public revenue, which 

jewels and precious stuffs; but baving wisbed to penetrate iuto a second chamber 
whicb had been long clol"ed, be was repelled, when he opened it, by flames which 
killed Those who accompanied him. (Ant. Jud. xvi. 7, i.) As here there is no room 
for miracle, this fact may be considered as a new proof of the veraciTY of that re
lated by Ammiauus and the contemporary writers.-G. 

To the '111u~trations of the extent of the subterranean chambers adduced by 
Michaelis\ may be-added that when John of Gischala, during the siege, surpri!1ed 
the Tem\l e, the part.y of Eleazar took refuge within them. Bell. Jud. vi. 3, i. The 
SUdden SInking of the hill of Sion when JerUf'aJem was occupied l)yBarchocab. may 
have beeu connected with similar excavations. - Rlst. of Jew.;, vol. iii, 12'~ and 186-. 
-}I. 
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had been granted to the church by tlle piety of Constantine and 
his sons. The proud system of clerlCa] honors and immunities, 
which had been constructed with so mu"lJ. art and labor, was 
levelled to the ground; the hopes of testamentary donations were 
intercepted by the rigor of the Jaws; and the prie~ts of the Chris
tian sect were confounded with the last and most i~Ilominious 
class of the people. Such of these regulations'as appeareil neces
sary to check the ambition and avarice of the ecclesiastici:>, w~!'e 
soon aftenvards imitated by the wisdom of an orthodox prince. 
The peculiar distinctions which policy has bestowed, or supersti
tion has lavished, on the sacerdotal order, must be confined to 
those priests who profess the religion of the state. But the will 
of the legislator was not exempt from prejudice and passion; and 
it was the object of the insidious policy of Julian, to deprive the 
Christians of all the temporal honors and advantages which ren
dered them respectable in the eyes of the world. tit! • 

A just and severe censure has been inflicted on the law which 
prohibitcd the Christians from teaching the arts of gramma.r and 
rhetoric. 89 The motives alleged by the emperor to justify this 
partial and oppressive measure, might command, during his life
time, the silence of slaves and the applause of flatterers. .lulian 
abuses the ambiguous meaning of a word which might be indif
ferently applied to the language and the religion of the GREEKS: 
he contemptuously observes, that the men who exalt the merit 
of implicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the advantages of 
science; and he vainly contends, that if they refuse to adore the 
gods of Homer and Demosthenes, they ought to content them
selves with expounding Luke and Matth€w in the churches of the 
Galilreans. 90 In all the cities of the Roman world, the education 
of the youth was intrusted to masters of grammar and rhetoric; 
who were elected' by the magistrates, maintained at the public 
expense, and -distinguished by many lucrative and honorable 
privileges. The edict of Julian appears to have included the phy
sicians, and professors of aU the liberal arts; and tlle emperor, 
who reserved to himself the approbation of the candidates, was 
authorized by the laws to corrupt, or to punish, the religious con
stancy of the most learned of the Christians. 91 .As soon as the 
resignation of the more obstinate 92 teachers had established the 
unrivalled dominion of the Pagan sophists, Julian invited the ris
ing generation to resort with freedom to the public schools, ,in a 
just confidence, that their tender minds would receive the im
pressions of litera:ure and idolatry. If the greatest part of the 
Christian youth should be deterred by their own scruples, or hy 
those of their parents, from accepting this dangerous mode of in

http:Galilreans.90
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etruction, they must, at the same time, relinquish the benefits of a 
liberal educatlOll. Julian hnd reason to expect that. in the space 
of a few years, the church would relapse into its primreval Rim
plicity, and that the theologians, who possessed an adequate share 
of the learning and eloquence of the age, would be succeeded by a 
generation of blind and ignorant fanatics, incapable of defending 
the tt uth oi their own principles, or of exposing the various follies 
of Polytheism. 9s 

It was undoubtedly the wish and design of Julian to deprive 
the Christians of the advantages of wealth, of knowledge, and of 
power; but the injustice of excluding them from aU offices of 
trust and profit seems to have been the result of his general pol
icy, rather than the immediate cunsequence of any positive law. 94 

Superior merit might deserve, and obtain, some extraordinary ex
ceptions; but the greater part of the Christian officers were grad
ually removed from their ~mployments in the state, the army, and 
the provinces. The hopes of future candidates were extinguished 
by the declared partiality of a prince, who maliciously reminded 
them, that it was unlawful for a Christian to use the sword, either 
of justice, or of war; and who studiously guarded the camp and 
the tribunals with the ensigns of idolatry. The powers of gov
ernment were intrusted to the Pagans" who professed an ardent 
zeal for the religion of their ancestors; and as the choice of the 
emperor was often directed by the rules of divination, the favor
ite~ whom he preferred as the most agreeable to the gods, did not 
always obtain the approbation of mankind. 9

& Under the adminis
tration of their enemies, the Christians had much to mfier, and 
more to apprehend. The temper of Julian was averse to cruelty: 
and the care of his reputation, which was exposed to the eyes of 
the universe, restrained the philosophic monarch from violating 
the laws of jnstice and toleration, which be himself had so re
centlyestablished. But the provincial ministers of his authority 
WC're placed in a less conspicuous station. In the exercise of 
arbitrary power, they co::sulted the wishes, ruther than the com
mands, of their sovereign; and ventured to exercise a secret and 
vexatious tyranny against the sectaries, on whom they were not 
permitted to confer the honors of martyrdom. The emperor, who 
dissembled as long as possible his knowledge of the injustice that 
was exel'ci~ed in his name, expressed l1is real sense of the conduct 
of his officers, by gentle reproofs and substantial rewards. 96 

The most effectual instrument of oppression, with which they 
Were armed, was the law that obliged the Christians to make full 
and ample satisfaction for the temples which they had destroyed 
under the preceding reign. The zeal of the triumphant church 

http:Polytheism.9s
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lUl.d not always expected the sanction of the public authority' 
and the bishops, who were secure of,impunity, had often marched 
at the head of their congregations, -to attack and demolish tho 
fortresses of the prince of darkness. The consecrated lands, 
which had increased the patrimony of the sovereign or of the 
clergy, were clearly defined, and easily restored. But on these 
lands, and on the ruins of Pagan superstition, the Christians had 
frequently erected their own religious edifices: and as it was nee· 
essary to remove the church before the temple could be rebuilt, 
the justice and piety of the emperor were applauded by one party, 
while the other deplored and execrated his sacrilegious violence. g1 

After the ground was cleared, the restitution of those stately struc
tures which had been levelled with the dust, and of the preeious 
ornaments whieh had beea converted to Christian uses, swelled 
into a very large aceount of damages and debt. The authors of 
the injury had neither the ability nor t~le indination to dis(~harge 
this accumulated demand: and the impartial wisdom of a legis
lator would have been displayed in balancing the adverse claims 
and complaints, by an equitable and temperate arbitration. But 
the whole empire, and particularly the East, was thrown into 
confusion by the msh edicts of Julian; and the Pagan magis
trates, inflamed by zeal and revenge, abused the rigorous privilege 
of the Roman law, which substitutes in the place of his inade
quate property, the person of the insolvent debtor. Under the 
preceding reign, Mark, bishop of Arethusa,9S had labored in the 
conversion of his people with arms more effectual than those of 
persuasion. 99 The magistrates required the full value of a tem
ple which -had been destroyed by his intolerant zeal: but as they 
were satisfied of his poverty, they desired only to bend his inflex~ 
ible spirit to the promise of the slightest compensation. They 
apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly scourged him, 
they tore his beard; and his naked body, anointed with honey, 
was suspended in a net, between heaven and earth, and exposed 
to the stings of insects and tho rays of a Syrian sun. 100 From 
this lofty station Mark still persisted to glory in his crime, and to 
insult the impotent rag{3 of his persecutors. He was at length 
mscued from their hands, and dismissed to enjoy the honor of his 
divine triumph. The Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious 
confessor; the Catholics ambitiously claimed his alliance j 101 and 
the Pagans, who might be susceptible of shame or remorse, were 
deterred from the repetition of such an unavailing cruelty. m 
Julian spared his life: but if the bishop of Arethusa had saved 
the infancy of Julian, IDS posterity will condemn the ingratitude 
instead Qf praising the clemency, of the emperor. 
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At the distance of fiv"" miles from Antioch, the :Uacedonian 
kings of Syria had consecrated to Apollo one of the most elegant 
places of devotion in the Pagan world. 104 A magnificent temple 
rose. iIi honor of the god of light; and his colossal figure 105 al
most filled the capacious sanctuary, which was enriched with gold 
and gems, and adorned by the skill of the Grecian artists. 1'h,,: 
deity was represented in a bending attitude, with a golden cup 
in his hand, pouring out a libation on the earth; as if he suppli~ 
cated the venerable mother to give to his arms the cold and beau
teons DAPIINE: for the spot was ennobled by fiction; and the 
fan·cy of the Syrian poets had transported the amorous tale from 
the banks of the Peneus to those of the Orontes. The ancient 
rites of Greece were imitated by the royal colony of Antioch. 
A stream of prophecy, which rivalled the truth and reputation of 
the Delphic oracle, flowed from the Castalian fountain of 
Daphne. 10G In the adjacent fields a stadium was built by a special 
privilege,101 which had been purchascd from Elis ; the Olympic 
gamcs were celebrated at the expense of the city; and a revenue 
of thirty thousand pounds sterling was annually applied to the 
public pleasures. 108 The perpetual resort of pilgrims and spec
tators insensibly formed, in the neighborho~d of the temple, the 
stately and populous village of Daphne, which emulated the splen~ 
dol', WIthout acquiring the title, of a provincial city. The temple 
and the village were deeply bosomed in a thick grove of laurels 
and cypresses, w hieh reached as far as a circumference of ten 
miles, and formed in the most sultry summers a cool and impene
trable shade. 4- thousand streams of the purest water, issuinl 

-from every hill, preserved the verdure of the earth, and the tern 
perature of the air; the senses· were gratified with harmoniou& 
sounds and aromatic odors; and the peaceful grove was conse
crated to health and joy, to luxury and love. The vigorous youth 
pursued, like Apollo, the object of his desires; and the blushing 
maid was warned, by the fate of Daphne, to shun the folly of un
seasonable coyness. The soldier and the philosopher wisely 
avoided the temptation of this sensual paradise; 109 where pleas
ure, assuming the character of religion, imperceptibly dissolved 
tlw firmness of manly virtue. But the groves of Daphne contin~ 
ued for, many ages to enjoy the veneration of natives and stran· 
g~rs; the privileges of the holy ground were enlarged by the 
munificence of succeeding emperors; and every generation added 
new ornaments to the splendor of the temple. 110 

When Julian, on the day of the annual festival, hastened to 
adore the Apollo of Daphne, his devotion was raised to the high

Pot pitch of eagerness and impatience. His lively imaginatioll 
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,nticipated the grateful pomp of victims, of libations, and of in. 
cense; a long procession of youths and virgins, clothed in white 
tobes, the symbol of their innocence; and the tumultuous con
eourse of an innumerable people. But the zeal of Antioch was 
.Iiverted, since the reign of Christianity, into a different channel. 
Instead of hecatombs of fat oxen sacrificed by the tribes of a 
wealthy city to their tutelar deity, the emperor complains that he 
found only a single goose, provided at the expense of a priest, 
\h8 pale and solitary inha.bitant of this decayed temple. 111 The 
altar was deserted, the oracle had been reduced to silence, and 
the holy ground was profaned by the introduction of Christian 
and funeral rites. After Babylas m (a bishop of Antioch, who 
died in prison in the persecution of Decius) had rested near a cen
tury in his grave, his body, by the order of Cresar Gallus, was 
transported into the midst of the grove of Daphne. A magni
ficent church was erected over his remains; a portion of the sa
cred lands was usurped for the maintenance of the clergy, and for 
the burial of th3 Christians of Antioch, who were ambitious of ly
jng at the feet of their bishop; and the priests of Apollo retired 
with their affrighted and indignant votaries. As soon as another 
revolution seemed to restore the fortune of Paganism, the church 
of St. Babylas was demolished, and new buildings were added to 
the mouldering edifice which had been raised by the piety of 
Syrian kings. But the first and most serious care of Julian was 
to deliver his oppressed deity irom the odious presence of the 
dead and living Ohristians, who had so effectually suppressed the 
voice of fraud or enthusiasm.1!3 The scene of infection was puri· 
fied, according to the forms -of ancient rituals j the bodies were 
decently removed; and the ministers of the church were per. 
mitted to convey the remains of St. Babylas to their former habita
tion within the walls of Antioch. The modest behavior which 
might have assuaged the jealousy of a hostile government was 
neglected, on this occasion, by the zeal of the Ohristians. The 
lofty car, that transported the relics of BabyIas, was followed, 
and accompanied, and received, by an innumerable multitude; 
who chanted, with thundfJring acclamations, the Psalms of David, 
the most expressive of their contempt for idols and idolaters;- The 
return of the saint was a triumph; anu the triumph was an insult 
on the religion of the emperor, who exerted his pride to dissemble 
his resentment. During the night which terminated this indis
creet procession, the temple of Daphne was in flames; the statue 
of Apollo was consumed; and the walls of the edifice were left a 
naked and awful monument of ruin. The Ohristians of Antiocll 
asserted, with religious confidence, that the powerful intercessiot 
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of St. Babylns had pointed the lightnings of heaven against the 
devoted roof: but as Julian was reduced to the alternative of 
believing either a crime or a miracle, he chose, without hesita~ 
tion, without evidence, but with some color of probability, to im
pute the fire of Daphne to the revenge of the Galilreans. 114 Their 
offence, had it been sufficiently proved, might have justified the 
retaliation, which was immediately executed by the order of 
Julian, of shutting the doors, and confiscating the wealth, of the 
cathedral of Antioch. To discover the criminals WllO were guilty 
of the tUIfult, of the fire, or of secreting the Iiches of the church, 
several of the ecclesiastics were tortured; :16 and a Presbyter, of 
the name of Theodoret, was beheaded by the sentence of the 
Count of the East. But this hasty act was blamed by the em
peror; who lamented, with real or affected concern, that the im
prudent zeal of his ministerS would tarnish his reign with the 
disgrace of persecution. 116 

The zeal of the ministers of Julian was instantly checked by 
the frown' of their sovereign; hut when the father of his country 
declares himself the leader of a faction, the license of popular 
fury cannot easily be restrained, nor consistently punished. Ju
lian, in a public composition, applauds the devotion and loyalty 
of the holy cities of Syria, whose pious inhabitauts had destroyed 
at the first signal the sepulchres of the Galilreans; and faintly 
complains that they had revenged the injuries of the gods with 
less moderation than he should ·have recommended.117 This im
perfect and reluctant confession -may appear to confirm the eccle
siastical narratives; that in the cities of Gaza, Ascalon, Cresarea, 
Heliopolis, etc., the Pagans abused, without prudence or remorse, 
the moment of their prosperity. That the unhappy objects-of 
their cruelty were released from torture only by death; .that as 
their mangled bodies were dragged through the streets, they were 
pierced (such was the universal rage) by the spits of cooks and 
the distaffs of enraged women; and that the entrails of Christian 
priests and virgins, after they had been tasted by those bloody 
fanatics, were mixed with barley and contemptuously thrown to 
the unclean animals of the city. us Such scenes of religious mad
ness exhibit the most contemptible and odious picture of human 
nature; but the massacre of Alexandria attracts still more atten
tion, from the certainty of the fact, the rank of the victims, and 
the splendor of the capital of Egypt. 

George,1I9 from his parents or Ilis education, surnamed the Cap
padocian, was born at Epiphania in Cilicia, in a fuller's shop. 
From this obscure and servile origin he raised himself l)y the 
talents of a parasite; and the patrons, whom he assiduously flat .. 
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tmed} procured for their worthless dependent a lucrative commis· 
sion, or contract, to supply the army with bacon. His em ploy
ment was mean; be rendered it infamous. He accumulated 
wealth by the basest arts of fraud and corruption; but his malver. 
sations were so notorious that George was compelled to escape 
from the pursuits of justice. After this disgrace, in which he 
appears to have saved his fortune at the expense of his honor, he 
embraced, with real or affected zeal, the profession of Arianism. 
From the love, or the ostentation, of learning, he collected a 
valuable library of history, rhetoric, philosouhy, and theology; 1~1l 
:llld the choice of the prevailing faction promoted George of C:1P
padocia to the throne of Athanasius. The entrance of the new 
archbishop was that of a barbarian conqueror; and each mo
ment of his reign wa!:t polluted by cruelty and avarice. The Cath
olics of Alexandria and Egypt were abandoned to a tyrant, quali
fied by nature and education, to exercise the office of persecu
tion; but he oppressed with an impartial hand the various inhabi
tants of his extensive diocese. The primate of Egypt assumed 
the pomp and insolence of his lofty station; but he still betrayed 
the vices of his base and servile extraction; The merchants of 
Alexandria were impoverished by the unjust, and almost univer
sal, monopoly, which he acquired, of nitre, salt, paper, funerals, 
etc.; and the spiritua.l father of a great people condescended to 
practice the vile and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alexan
drians could never forget, nor forgive, the tax, which he sug
gested, ,on all the houses of the city; under an obsolete claim, 
that the royal founder had conveyed to his successors, the Ptole
mies and the Cresars, the perpetual property of tae soil. The 
Pagans, who had been flattered 'with the hoper, of freedom and 
toleration, excited his devout avarice; and the rich temples of 
A.lexandria were either pillaged or insulted by the haughty prelate, 
who exclaimed, in a loud and threatening tone, "How long will 
these sepulchres be permitted to stand~" Under the reign of 
Constantius, he was expelled by the fury, or rather by the justice, 
of the people; and it was nut without a violent struggle, that the 
civil and military powers of the state could restore his authority, 
and gratify his revenge. The messenger who proclaimed at Alex
andria the accession of Julian, announced the downfall of the 
archbishop. George, with two of his obsequious ministers, Count 
Diodorus, and Dracontius, master of the mint, were ignominiously 
dragged in chains to the public prison. At the end of twenty-four 
daYR the prison was forced open by the rage of a superstitious 
multitude, impatient of the tedious forms of judicial proceedings. 
The enemies of gods and men expired under their cruel insults i 
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the 1ifeles~ bodies of the archbishop and Ilis associates were car
ried in triumph through the streets on the back of a.famci ; * and 
the inactivity of the Athanasian party 121 was esteemed a shining 
example of evangelical patience. The remains of these guilty 
wretches were thrown into the sea; and the popular leaders of 
the tumult declared their resolution to disappoint the devotion of 
the Christians, and to intercept the future honors of these mm'
tV'l'S, who had been punished, like their predecessors, by the en
-emies of their religion. m The fears of the Pagans were just, and 
their precautions ineffectual. The meritorious death of the arch
bishop obliterated the memory 01 his life. The rival of Athana
sius was dear and sacred to the Arians, and the seeming conver
'lion of those sectaries introduced his worship into the bosom of 
\he Catholic church. 123 The odious stranger, disguising every 
~ircumstance of "time and place, assumed the mask of a martyr, a 
aaint, and a Christian hero ; m anel the infamous George of Cap
padocia has been transformed 12f> into the renowned St. George of 
}jngland, the patron of arms, of chivalry, and of the garter. m 

About the same time that Julian was informed of the tumult of 
Alexandria, ~e received intelligence from Edessa, that the proud 
and wealthy faction of the Arians had insulted the weakness of 
the Valentinians, and committed such disorders as ought not to be 
suffered with impunity in a well-regulated state. Without ex
pecting the slow forms of justice, the exasperated prince directed 
his mandate to the magistrates of Edessa,121 by which he confis
cated the whole property of the church: the money was distrib
uted among the soldiers; the lands were added to the domain; 
and this act of oppression was aggravated by the most ungen
erous irony. "I show myself," says Julian, "the true friend of the 
Galilreans. Their admirable law has promised the kingdom of 
heaven to the poor; and they will advance with more diligence 
in the paths of virtue and salvation, when they are relieved by 
my assistance from the load of temporal possessions. Take care," 
pursued the monarch in a more serious tone, "take care how you 
provoke my patience and humanity.. If these disorders continue, 
I will revenge on the magistrates the crimes of the people; and 
you will have reason to dread, not only confiscation and exile, but 
fire and the sword." The tumults of Alexandria were doubtless 
of a more bloody and dangeruus nature: but a Christian bishop 
had fallen by the hands of the Pagans; and the public epistle of 
JUlian affords a very lively proof of the partial spirit of his ad

'" Julian himseIr says, that they tore him to pieces like dogs, TOAflii. oT;floS tJOICEP 
I( ICvveS, C11rgpCLTTEtV. Epist. x.-M. 
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IDinistration~ His reproaches to the citizens of Alexandria are 
mingled witlt expressions of esteem and tenderness; and he la
ments, that on this occasion, they should have departed from the 
gentle and generous manners which attested their Grecian ex
traction. He gravely censures the offence which they had com· 
mitted against the laws of justice and humanity j but he recapit
ulates, with visible complacency, the intolerable provocations 
which they had so long endured from the impious tyranny of 
George of Cappadocia. Julian admits the principle, that a wise 
and vigorous government should chastise the insolence of the 
people; yet, in consideration of their founder, Alexander, and of 
Sera pis, their tutelar deity, he grants a free and gracious pardon 
to the guilty city, for which he again feels the affection of a 
brother.us 

After the tumult of Alexandria had subsided, Athanasius, 
amidst the Pllblic acclamations, seated himself on the throne from 
whence his unworthy competitor had been precipitated; and as 
the zeal of the archbishop was tempered with discretion, tho 
exercise of his authority tended not to infir.me, but to reconcile, 
the minds of the people. His pastoral labors were not confined to 
the narrow limits of Egypt. The state of the Christian world 
was present to his active and capacious mind; and the age, the 
merit, the reputation of Athanasius, enabled him to assume, in a 
moment of danger, the office of Ecclesiastical Dictator. 129 Three 
years were not yet elapsed since the majority of the bishops of 
the West had ignorantly, or reluctantly, subscribed the Confession 
of Rimini. They repented, they believed, but they dreaded the 
unseasonable rigor of their orthodox brethren; and if their pride 
was stronger thaIt their faith, they might throw themselves into 
the arm"! of the Arians, to escape the indignity of a public penance, 
..,.hich must degrade them to the condition of obscure laymen. 
dlt the same time the domestic differences concerning the union 
pnd distinction of the divine persons, were agitated with some 
heat among the Catholic doctors; and the progress of this meta
physical controversy seemed- to threaten a public and lasting 
division of the Greek and Latin churches. By the wisdom of a. 
select synod, to which the name and presence of Athanasius gave 
the authority of a general council, the bishops who had unwarily 
deviated into error, were admitted to the communion of the 
church; on the easy condition of subscribing the Nicene Creed; 
without any formal acknowledgment of their past fault, or any 
minute definition of their scholastic opinions. The advice of the 
primate of Egypt had already prepared the clergy of Gaul and 
Spain, of Italy and Greece, for the reception of this salutary mcas' 
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ure; and, notwithstanding the opposition of some vtdent spirits, 180 

the fenr of the common enemy promoted the peace and harmony 
of the Christians. :31 

The skill and diligence of the primate of Egypt had improved 
the season of tranquillity, befere it was interrupted by the hostile 
edicts of the emperor.'n Julian, who despised the Christians, 
honored Athanasius with his sincere and peculiar hatred. For 
his sake alone he introduced an arbitrary distinction, repugnant 
at least to the spirit of his former deClarations. He maintained 
that the Galilreans, whom he had recalled from exile, were not 
restored, by that general indulgence, to the possession of their re
spective churches; and he expressed his astonishment, that a 
criminal, who had been repeatedly condemned by the judgment 
of the emperors, should dare to insult the majesty of the laws, 
and insolently usurp the archiepiscopal throne of Alexandria, 
without expecting the orders of the sovereign. As a punishment 
for the imaginary offence, he again banislled Athanasius from the 
city; and he was pleased to suppose, that this act of justice 
would be highly agreeable to. his pious sUbjects. The pressing 
solicitations of the people soon convinced him that the majority of 
the Alexandrians were Christians; and that the greatest part of 
the Christians were firmly attached to the cause of their oppressed 
primate. But the knowledge of their sentiments, instead of per
suading him to recall his decree, provoked him to extend to all 
Egypt~the term of the exile of Athanasius. The zeal of the mul
titude rendered Julian still more inexorable: he was alarmed 
by the danger of leaving at the head of a tumultuous city, a dar
ing and popular leader; and the language of his resentment dis
covers the opinion which he entertained of the courage and abili
ties of Athanasius. The execution' of the sentence was still de
layed, by the caution or negligence of Ecdicius, prrefect of Egypt, 
who was at length awakened from his lethargy by a severe repri
mand. "Though you neglect," says Julian, to write to me on H 

any other subject, at least it is your duty to inform me of your 
conduct towards Athanasius, the enemy of the gods. :My inten
tions have been long since communicated to you. I swear by the 
great Serapis, that unless, on the calends of December, Athana
sius has departed from Alexandria, nay, from Egypt, the officers 
of your government shall pay a fine of one hundred pounds of 
gold. You know my temper: I am slow to condemn, but I am 
still slower to forgive." This epistle was enforced by a short post
SClipt, written with the emperor's own hand. "The contempt 
that is shown for all the gods nIls me with grief and indignation. 
There is nQthin~ that I should see, nothing that I should hear, 
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with more pleasure, than the expulsion of Athanasius from all 
EO"ypt. The abominable wretch! Under my reign the baptism 
of several Grecian ladies of the highest rank has been the effect 
of his persecutions." 133 The death of Athanasius was not ex~ 
pressly commanded; but the prrefect of Egypt understood, that it 
was safer for him to exceed, than to neglect, the orders of an irri~ 
tated master. The archbishop prudently retired to the monas
teries of the Desert; elud~d, with his usual dexterity, the snares 
of the ,enemy; and lived to triumph over the ashes of a prince 
who in words of formidable import had declared his wish thau, 
the whole venom of the Galilrnan school were contained in the 
single person of Athanasius. l3j 

I have endeavored faithfully to represent the artful system by 
which Julian proposed to obtain the effects, without incurring the 
guilt or reproach of persecution. But if the deadly spirit of 
fanaticism perverted the heart and understanding of a virtuous 
prince, it must, at the same time, be confessed that the real suffer
ings of the Christians were inflamed and magnified by human pas
sions and religious enthusiasm. .The meekness and resignation 
which had distinguished the primitive disciples of the gospel, 
was the object of the applause, rather than of the imitation, of 
their successors. The Christians, who had now possessed above 
forty years the civil and ecclesiastical government of the empire, 
had contracted the insolent vices of prosperity, !3r. and the habit 
of believing that the saints alone were entitled to l'eign oyer tbe 
earth. As soon as the enmity of Julian deprived the clergy"of 
the privileges which had been conferred by the favor of Constan
tine, they complained uf the most cruel oppression; and the free 
toleration of idolaters and heretics was a subject of grief and 
scandal to the orthodox party. 136 The acts of violence, whtch were 
no longer countenanced by the magistrates, were still committed 
by the zeal of the people. At Pessinus, the altar of Cybele was 
overturned almost in the presence of the emperor; and in the city 
of Crnsarea in Cappadocia, the temple of Fortune, the sole place 
of worship which had been left to the Pagans, wag destroyed by 
the rage of a popular tumult. On these occasions a prince, who 
felt for the honor of the gods, waR not disposed to interrupt the 
course of justice; and his mind was still more deeply exasperated, 
when he found that the fanatics, who had deserved and suffered 
the punishment of incendial'ies, were rewarded with the honors of 
martyrdom. 1S7 The ChristiAn (mh~pp.t~ of Julian were assured of 
the hostile designs of their .Juvereign ~ md, to their jealous appre
hension, every circumstance of his'gov Jrnment might afford some 
grounds of rliscontent and ..oplClOL.· n the urdinary administra. 
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tion of the laws; the Christians, who formed so large a part of the 
people, must frequently be condemned: but their indulgent 
brethren, without examining t,he merits of the cause, presumed 
their innocence, al10wed their claims, and imputecr the severity of 
their judge to the partial malice of religious persecution. lU 

These present hardships, intolerable as they might appear, were 
represented as a slight prelude of the impending cala-mities. The 
Christians considered Julian as a cruel and crafty tyrant; who 
suspended the execution of his revenge till he should return vic
torious from the Persian war. They expected, that as soon as he 
had triumphed over the foreign enemies of Rome, he would lay 
aside the irksome mask of dissimulation; that the amphitheatres 
would stream with the blood of hermits and bishops; and that 
the Christians, who still persevered in the profession of the 
faith, would be del1rived Of the common benefits of nature and 
society. J39 Every calumny 140 that could wound the reputation of 
the Apostate, was credulously embraced by the fears and llatred 
of his adversaries; and their indiscreet clamors provoked the 
temper of a sovereign, whom it was their duty to respect and tllCir 
interest to fjatter. They still protested, that prayers and tears 
were their only weapons against the impious tyrant, whose head 
they devoted to the justice of offended Heaven. But they insinu
ated with sullen resolution that their submission was no longer the 
effect of weakness, and that, in the imperfect state of human vir
tue, the patience, which is founded on principle, may be exhausted 
by persecution. It is impossible to determine how far the zeal of 
Julian would have prevailed over his good sense and humanity; 
but if we seriously reflect on the strength and spirit of tIle church, 
we shall be convinced, tpat before the emperOr could have ex
tinguished the religion of Christ, he must have involved his coun... 
try in the horrors of a civil war.lU 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

RESIDENCE OF JULIAN AT ANTIOCH.-DIS SUCCESSFUL EXPEDITION 
AGAINST THE PERSIANS.-PASSAGE OF TIlE TIGRIS.-THE RETREAT 
AND DEATH OF JULIAN.-ELECTION OF JOVIAN.-HE SAVES THE 
ROMAN ARMY BY A DISGRACEFUL TREATY. 

THE philosophical fable which Julian composed under the 
name of the CLESARS,l is one of the most agreeable and instruct
ive productions of ancient wit. ~ Duing the freedom and equality 
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of the days of the Saturnalia, Romulus prepared a feast for tht. 
deities of Olympus, who had adopted him as a worthy associate, 
and for the Roman princes, who had reigned over his martial people 
and the vanquished nations of the earth. The immortals were 
placed in just order on their thrones of state, and the table of 
the Crosars was spread below the lIoon in the upper region of the 
air. The tyrants, who would have disgraced the society ~f ~ods 
and men, were thrown headlong by the inexorable N emeslS, mto 
the Tartarean abyss. The rest of the Cresars successively ad· 
vanced to their seats; and as they passed, the vices, the defects; 
the blemishes of their respective characters, were maliciously no
ticed by old Silenus~ a laughing moralist, who disguised the wis
dom of a philosopher under the mask of a Bacchanal. 3 As soon 
as the feast was ended, the voice of Mercury proclaimed the will 
of Jupiter, that a celestial crown should be the reward of superior 
merit. Julius Cresar, Augustus, Trajan, and Marcus Antoninus, 
were selected as the most illustrious candidates; the effeminate 
Constantine 4 was not excluded from this honorable competi1.ion, 
and the great Alexanr'er was invited to dispute the prize of glory 
with the Roman heroes. Each of the candidates 'fas ailowed to 
display the merit of his own exploits; but, in the judgment of 
the gods, the modest silence of 11arcus pleaded more powerfully 
than the elaborate orations of his haughty rivals. When the 
judges of this awful contest proceeded to examine the heart, and 
to scrutinize the springs of action, the superiority of the Imperial 
Stoic appeared still more decisive and conspicuous. f> Alexander 
and Cresar, Augustw'I, Trajan, and Constantine, acknowledged 
with a blush that fame, or power, 01· pleasure, had been the im
portant object of their labors: but .the gods thentselves beheld 
with reverence and love, a virtuous mortal, who had practised on 
the throne the lessons of philosophy; and who in a state of hu
man imperfection, had aspired to imitate the moral attributes of 
the Deity. The value of this agreeable composition (the Cresars 
of Julian) is enhanced by the rank of the author. A prince, who 
delineates with freedom, the vices and virtues of bis predeces
sors, subscribes, in every line, the censure or approbation of his 
~wn conduct. 

In the cool moments of reflection, Julian preferred the useful and 
benevolent virtues of Antoninus; but his ambitious spirit was in~ 
flamed by the glory of Alexander; and he solicited, with equal a~ 
dor, the esteem of the wise, and the applause of the multitude. 
In the season of life when the powers of the mind and body enjoy 
the most active vigor, the emperor, who was instructed by the 
eXl)erience, and animated by the success, of the German war. reI 
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• olved to signalize his reign by some more splendid and memora
ble achievement. The ambassadors of the East, from the con.. 
tinent of India and the Isle of Ceylon,6 had respectfully saluted the 
Roman purple. 7 The nations of the West esteemed and dreaded 
the personal virtues of Julian, both in peace and war. He de
spised the trophies of a Gothic victory,8 and was satisfied that the 
rnpacious barbarians of the Danube would be restrained from ailY 
future violation of the faith of treaties by the terror of his name, 
and the additional fortifications with which he strengthened the 
Thracian and Illyrian frontiers. The successor of Cyrus and Ar 
taxerxes was the only rival whom he deemed worthy of his arms; 
and he resolved, by the final conquest of Persia, to chastiEe the 
llaughty nation which had EO long resisted and insulted the maj
esty of Rome. 9 As soon as the Persian monarch was informed 
that the' throne of Constantius was filled by a prince of a very 
different character, he condescended to make some artful, or per
haps sincere, overtures towards a negotiation of peace. But the 
pride of Sapor was astonished by the firmness of Julian j who 
sternly declared that he would never consent to hold a peaceful 
conference among the flames and ruins of the cities of Mesopota
mia; and wIlO added, with a smile of contempt, that it was need
less to treat by ambassadors, as he himself had determined to visit 
speedily the court of Persia. The impatience of the ('mperor 
urged the diligence of the military preparations. The generals 
were named; a formidable army was destined for tilts important 
service, and Julian, marching from Constantinople, through the 
provinces of Asia Minor, arrived at Antioch about eight month!' 
after the death of his predecessor. lilS ardent desire to march 
into the heart of Persia, was checked by the indispensable duty 
of regulating the state of the empire; by his zeal to revive the 
worship of the gods; and by the bd vice of his wisest friends; 
who represented the necessity of allowing the salutary interval 
of winter quarters, to restore the exhausted strength of the legions 
of Gaul, and the discipline and spirit of the Eastern troops. 
Julian was persuaded to fix, till the ensuing spring, his residence 
at Antioch, among a people maliciously disposed to deride the 
haste, and to censure the delays, of their sovereign. 10 

If Julian had flattered himself that his personal connection with 
the capital of the East would be productive of mutual satisfaction 
to the prince and people, he made a very false estimate of his own 
character, and of the manners of Antioch. 11 The warmth of the 
climate disposed the natives to the most intemperate enjoyment of 
tranquillity and opulence; and the lively licentiousness of the 
Greeks was blended with the hereditary softness of the Syrians. 
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Fashion was the only law, pleasure the only pursuit, and the 
splendor of dress and furniture was the only distinction of the 
citizens of Antioch. The arts of luxury were honored ; the seri
ous and manly virtues were the subject of ridicule; and the 
contempt for 'female modesty-and reverent age announced the uni
versal corruption of the capital of the East. The love of specta
eles was the taste, or rather passion, of the Syrians: the most 
Bkilful artists were procured from the adjacent cities; 12 a consid
erable share of the revenue was devoted to the public amuse
ments j and the magnificence of the games of the theatre and 
circus was considered as the happiness ana as the glory of Anti
och. The rustic manners of a prince who disdained such glory, 
and was insensible of such happiness, soon disgusted the delicacy 
of his subjects j and the effeminate Orientals could neither imi
tate, nor admire, the severe simplicity which Julian always main
tained, and sometimes affected. The days of festivity. consecra
ted by ancient custom, to the honor of the gods, were the only 
occasions in which Julian relaxed his philosophic severity j and 
those festivals were the only days in which the Syrians of Antioch 
could reject the allurements of pleasure. The majority of the 
pl~ople supported the glory of the Christian name, whi~h had 
been first invented by their ancestors: IS they contented them
selves with disobeying the moral precepts, but they were scru-. 
pulously attached to the speCUlative doctrines of their religion. 
The chur(rh of Antioch was distracted by heresy ana schism j but 
th ..\ l'ians and the Athanasians,the followers of Meletius and those 
of Paulinus,14 were actuated by the same pious hatred of their 
common adversary. <, 

The strongest prejudice was entertained against the character of 
an apostate, the enemy and successor of a prince who had engaged 
the affections of a very numerous sect; and the removal of St. 
Babylas excited an implacable opposition to the person of Julian. 
His subjects complained, with superstitious indignatLOn, that 
famine had pursued the emperor's steps from Constantinople to 
Antioch; and the discontent of a hungry people was exasperated 
by the injudicious attempt to relieve their distress. The inclem
ency of the season had affected the harvests of Syria; and the 
price of bread,16 in the markets of Antioch, had naturally risen in 
proportion to the scarcity of corn. But the fair and reasonable 
proportion was soon violated by the rapacious arts of monopoly. 
In this unequal contest, in which the produce of the land is 
claimed by one party as his exclusive property, is used by another 
as a lucrative object of trade, and is required by a third for the 
daily and necessary support of life, all the profits of the interme
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diate agents are accumulated on the heads of the defenceless 
consumers. The hardships of their situation were exaggerated and 
increased by their own impatience and anxiety; and the appre~ 
hension of a scarcity gradunlly produced the appearances of a 
famine. When the luxurious citizens of Antioch complained of 
the high price of poultry and fish, Julian Imblicly declared, that 
a frugal city ought to be satisfied with a :'egular supply of wine, 
oil, and bread; but he acknowledged, that it was the duty of a 
sovereign to provide for the subsistence of his people. With this 
salutary view the emperor ventured on a very dangerous and doubt
ful step, of fixin~, by legal authority, the value of corn. He en
acted that, in a tIme of scarcity, it should be sold at_a price which 
had seldom been known in the most plentiful years; and that his 
own example might strengthen his laws, he sent into the market 
four hundred and twenty-two thousand modii, or measures, 
which were drawn by his order from the granaries of Hierapolis, 
of Chalcis, and even of Egypt. The consequences might have 
been foreseen, and were soon felt. The Imperial wheat was 
purchased by the rich merchants; the proprietors of land, or of 
corn, withheld from the city the accustomed supply; and the 
small quantities that appeared in the market were secretly sold 
at an advanced and illegal price. Julian still continued to ap
plaud his own policy, treated the complaints of the people as a 
vain and ungrateful murmur, and convinced Antioch that he had 
inherited the obstinacy, though not the cruelty, of his brother 
Gallus. 16 The remonstrances of the municipal senate served only 
to' exasperate his inflexible mind. He was persuaded, perhape 
with truth, that the senators of Antioch who possessed lands, or 
were concerned in trade, had themselves contributed to the ca
lamities of their country; and he imputed the disrespectful bold
ness which they assumed, to the sense, not of public duty. but 
of private interest. The whole body, consisting of two hundr~d 
of the most noble and wealthy citizens, were sent, under a guard, 
from the palace to the prison; and though they were permitted, 
before the close of evening, to return to their respective houses, 11 

the emperor himself could not obtain the forgiveness which he 
had so easily grantcd. The same grievances were still the sub
ject of the same complaints, which were industriously circulated 
by the wit and levity of the Syrian Greeks. During the licentious 
days of the Saturnalia, the streets of the city resounded with in
solent songs, which derid~d the laws, the religion, the personal 
conduct, and even the beard, of the emperor; the spirit of Anti
ocb was manifested by the connivance of the magistrates, and the 
applause of the multitude. 18 The discipla of Socrates was to(1 
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deeply affected by these popular insults; but the monarch, en· 
clowed with a quick sensibility, and .possessed of absolute power, 
refused his passions the gratification of revenge. A tyrant might 
have proscribed, without distinction, the lives and fortunes of 
the citizens of Antioch; and the unwarlike Syrians must have pac 
tiently submitted to the lust, the rapaciousness, and the cruelty, 
of the faithful legions of Gaul. A milder sentence might have 
deprived the capital of the East of its honors and privileges; and 
the courtiers, perhaps the subjects of Julian, would have applauded 
an act of justice, which asserted the dignity of the supreme mag
istrate of the republic. 19 But, instead of abusing, or exerting, the 
authority of .the state, to r~venge his personal injuries, Julian 
contented himself with an inoffensive mode of retaliation, which 
it would be in the power of few princes to employ. He had been 
insulted by satires and libels; in his turn, he composed, under 
the title of the Enemy of the Beard, an ironical confession of his 
own faults, and a severe satire of the licentious and effeminate 
manners of Antioch. This Imperial reply was publicly exposed 
before the gates of the palace'; and the MISOPOGON 20 still re
mains a singular monument of the resentment, the wit, the hu
manity, and the indiscretion, of Julian. Though he affected to 
laugh,' he could not forgive. 21 His contempt was expressed, and 
his revenge might be gratified, by the nomination of a governor 2\l 

worthy only of such subjects; and the emperor, forever renounc
ing the ungrateful city, proclaimed his resolution to pass the 
ensuing winter at Tarsus in Cilicia.lIs 

Yet Antioch possessed one citizen, whose genius and virtues 
might atone, in the opinion of Julian, for the vice and folly of 
Ilis country. The sophist Libanius was born in the capital of the 
East; he publicly professed the arts of rhetoric and declamation 
at Nice, Nicomedia,· Constantinople, Athens, and, during the 
remainder of his life, at Antioch. His school was assiduously 
frequented by the Grecian youth; his disciples, who sometimes 
exceeded the number of eighty, celebrated their incomparable 
master; and the jealousy of his rivals, who persecuted him from 
one city to another, confirmed the favorable opinion which Li
banius ostentatiously displayed of his superior merit. The precep
tors of Julian had extorted a rash but solemn assurance, that he 
would never attend the lectures of their adversary: the curiosity 
of the royal youth was checked and inflamed: he secretly pro
cured the writings of this dangerous sophist, and gradually sur
passed in the perfect imitation of his style the most laborious of 
his domestic pupils.:H When Julian ascended the throne he de
clared his impatience to embrace and reward the Syrian sophist, 
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who had preserved, in a degenerate age, the Grecian purity of 
,taste, of manners, and of religion. The emperor's prepossession 
was increased and justified by the discreet pride of his favorite. 
Instead of pressing, with the foremost of the crowd, into the 
pa(ace of Constantinople, Libanius calmly expected bis arrival at 
Antioch; withdrew from court on the first symptoms of coldness 
and indifference; required a formal invitation for each visit; and 
taught his sovereign an important lesson, that he might command 
the ohedience of a subject, but that he must deserve the attach
ment of a friend. The sophists of every age, despising, or affect
ing to despise, the accidental distinctions of birth and fortune, 25 

reserve their esteem for the superior qualities of the mind, with 
which they themselves are so plentifully endowed. Julian might 
disdain the acclamations of a venal court, who adored the Im
perial purple; but he was deeply flatt,ered by the praise, the ad
monition, the freedom, and the envy of an independent philoso
pher, who l'efnsed his favors, loved his person, celebrated his 
fame, and protected his memory. The voluminous writings of 
Libanius stIll exist; for the most part, they are the vain and idle 
compositions of an orator, who cultivated the science of words; 
the productions of a recluse student, whose mind, regardless of 
his contemporaries, was incessantly fixed on the Trojan war and 
the Athenian commonwealth. Yet the sophist of Antioch some
times descended from this imaginary elevation; he entertained a 
various and elaborate correspondence; llII he praised the virtues of 
his own times; he boldly arraigned the abuses of public and 
private life; and he eloquently pleaded the cause of Antioch 
against the just resentment of Julian and Theodosius. It is the 
common calamity of old age,21 to lose whatever might have ren
dered it desirable; but Libanius experienced the peculiar misfor
tune of surviving the religion and the sciences, to which he had 
consecrated his genius. The friend of Julian was an indignant 
spectator of the triump!I of Christianity; aud his bigotry, which 
darkened the prospect of the visible 'World, did not inspire Li
banius with any lively hopes of celestial glory and happiness. 28 

1'he martial impatience,of Jq,lian urged him to take the field 
in the beginning of the spring; and he dismissed, with contempt 
and reproach, the senate of Antioch, who accompanied the em
peror beyond the limits of their own territory, to which he was 
resolved never to return. After a laborious march of two days, 29 

he halted on the third at Berroa, or Aleppo, where he had the 
mortification. of finding a senate almost entirely Christian j who 
received with cold and formal demonstrations of respect the elo
quent sermon of the apostle of Paganism. The son of, one of the 
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most illustrious citizens of Berroa, who had embraced, either from 
lllterest or conscience, the religion of the emperor, was disin-. 
herited by his angry parent. The father and the son were invIted 
to the Imperial table. Julian, placing himself between them, 
attempted, without success, to inculcate the lesson and example 
of toleration; supported, with affected calmness, the indiscreet 
zeaLof the aged Christian, who seemed to forget the sentiments 
of nature, and the duty of a subject; and at length, turning 
towards the afflicted youth, " Since you have lost a father," said 
he, "ior my sake, it is incumbent on me to supply his place." 3Q 

The emperor was received in a manner much more agreeable to 
his wishes at Batnre,* a small town pleasantly seated in a grove of 
cypresses, about twenty miles from the city of Hierapolis. The 
solemn rites of sacrifice were decently prepared by the inhabitants 
of Batnre, who seemed attached to the worship of their tutelar 
deities, Apollo and Jupiter; but the serious piety of Julian was 
offended by the tumult of their applause; and he too clearly dis
cerned, that the smoke which arose from their altars, was the in
Gense of flattery, rather than of devotion. The ancient and mag
nificent temple which had sanctified, for so many ages, the city 
of Hierapolis,31 no longer subsisted; and the consecrated wealth, 
which afforded a liberal maintenance to more than three hundred 
priests, might hasten its downfall. Yet Julian enjoyed the satis
faction of embracing a philosopher and a friend, whose religious 
firmness had withstood the pressing and repeated solicitations of 
Constantius and Gallus, as often as those princes lodged at his 
house, in their passage through Hierapolis. In the hurry of mili
tary preparation and the careless confidence of a familiar corre
spondence, the zeal of Julian appears to have been lively and uni
fomi. He bad now undertaken an important and difficult war; 
and the anxiety of the event rendered him still more attentive to 
observe and register the most trifling presages, from which, ac
cording to the rules of divination, any knowledge of futurity 
could be derived. 3 He informed Libanius of his progress as far'l 

as Hierapolis, by an elegant epistle,llll which displays th~ facility 
of his geniUi'l, and his tender friendshipior the sophist of Antioch. 

HierapoIis, t situate almost on the banks of the Euphrates,31 had 

* This name, of Syriac origin, is found in the Arabic, and means a place in a 
valley where waters meet. Julian says, the name of the city is barbaric, the situa
tion Greek. Bap,Ba(>tKoV avolla TOVTr>, XI,)():O/' iarlv 'EAA,1JVlIcbv. The geo
~pher Ahnlfeda (tab. Syriac, p. 129, edit. Koehler) spE-aks of it. in a manner to 
Justify the praises of Julian.-St. Mllftin, Notes to Le Beau, iii. 56.-M. 

t Or Bamnyce, now Bambouch; Manhedj, Arab., or Maboug, Syr. 1t was twenty· 
fonr Roman miles from the Buphrates.-M. 
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been nppointed for the general rendezvous of the Roman troops, 
who immediately passed the gnat river on a bridge of boats, 
which was praviously constructed. 3~ If the inclinations of Julian 
had been similar to those of his predecessor, he might have wasted 
the active and important season of the year in the circus of Sa
mosata or in the churches of Edessa. But as the warlike em
peror, instead of Constantius, haP. chosen Alexander for his model, 
he advaneed _ "\vithout delay to Carrhm,36 a very ancknt city of 
:M:esopotamia, at the distance of fourscore miles from Hierapolis. 
The temple of the Moon attracted the devotion of Julian; but 
the halt of a few days was principally employed in complflting 
the immense preparations of the Persian war. Tbe secret of the 
expedition had hitherto remained in his own breast; but as Car
rIlm is the point of separation of the two great roads, he could no 
longer conceal, whether it was his design to attack the dominions 
of Sapor on the side of the Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates. 
The emperor detached an army of thirty thousand men under the 
command of his kinsman Procopius, and of Sebastian, who hud 
been duke of Egypt. They were ordered to direct their march 
towards Nisibis, and to secure the frontier from the desultory in
cursions of the enemy, before they attempted the passage of the 
Tigris. Their subsequent operations were left to the discretion 
of the generals; but Julian expec'ted, that after wasting with fire 
and sword the fertile districts of Media and Adiabene, they might 
arrive under the walls of Ctesipbon about the same time that he 
himself, advancing with equal steps along the banks of the Eu
phrates, should besiege the capital of the Persian monarchy. The 
success of this well-concerted plan depended, in a great measure, 
on the powerful and ready assistance of the king of Armenia, who, 
without exposing the safety, of his own dominions, might detach 
an army of four thousand horse, and twenty thousand foot, to the 
assistance of the Romans. 37 But the feeble Arsaces Tiranus, 38 king 
of Armenia, had degenerated still more shamefully than his father 
Chosroes, from the manly virtues of the great Tiridates; and as 
the pusillanimous monarch was averse to any enterprise of da~ger 
and glory, he could disguise his timid indolence by the moro 
decent excuses of religion and gratitude. He expressed a pious 
attachment to the memory of Constantius, from whose hands he 
had received in marriage Olympias, the daughter of tl~e prmfect 
Ablavius; and the alliance of a female who llad been educated as 
the destined wife of the emperor Constans, exalted the dignity of 
8. barbarian king. 39 Tiranus professed the Christian religion; he 
reigned over a nation of Christians; and he was restrained, by 
wery ,principle of conscience and interest, from contributing to 
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i;he-victory, which would consummate the ruin of the church. 
The alienated mind of Tiranus was exasperated by the indiscre.
tion of Julian, who treated the king of Armenia as his slave, and 
as the enemy of the gods. The haughty and threatening style of 
the Imperial mandates *0 awakened the secret indignation of a 
prince, who, in the humiliating"state of dependence, was still 
conscious of his royal descent from the Arsacides, the lord~ of the 
East, and the rivals of the Roman power. * 

The military dispositions of Julian were skilfully contrived to 
deceive the spies and to divert the attention of SapoI'. The le~ 
gions appeared to direct their march towards Nisibis and the 
Tig-ris. " On a sudden they wheeled to the right; traversed the 
level and naked plain of Carrhre; and reached, on the third day, 
the banks of the Euphrates, where the strong town of Nicephori
um, or Callinicum, had been founded by the 1tlacedonian kings. 
From thence the emperor pursued his march above ninety miles, 
along the winding stream of the Euphrates, till at length, about 
one month after his departure from Antioch, he discovered the 
towers of Circesium. t the extreme limit of the Roman dominions. 
The army of Julian, the most numerous that any of the Cresars 
had ever led against Persia, consisted of sixty-five thousand 
effective and well-disciplined soldiers. The veteran bands of 
cavalry and infantry, of Romans and barbarians, had been se
lected from the different provinces; and a just pre-eminence of 
loyalty and valor was claimed by the hardy Gauls, who guarded 
the throne and person of their beloved prince. A formidable body 
of Scythian auxiliaries had been transportel} from another cli· 
mate, and almost from another world, to invade a distant country, 
of whose name and situation they were ignorant. The love of ra· 
pine and war allured to the Imperial standard several tribes of 
Saracens, or roving Arabs, whose service Julian had commanded, 
while he sternly refused the payment of the accustomed subsidies. 
Tlle broad channel of the ,;Euphrates·1 was crowded by a fleet of 
eleven hundred ships, destined to attend the motions, and to sat
isfy the wants of the Roman army. The military strength of the 
fleet was composed of fifty armed galleys; and these were accom· 
panied by an equal number of flat-bottomed boats, which might 
occasionally be connected into the form of temporary bridges. 
The rest of the ships, partly constructed of timber, and partly 
coveted with raw hides, were laden with an almost inexhaustible 

• Ars~ceB"!!id not abandon the Roman alliance, but gave it only feeble snpport. 
St. Martm, lll. 41.-:M. 

t Kirkesia, the Cllrchemjsh of the Scriptures.-M. 
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supply of arms and engines, of utensils and provisions. The vigi· 
lant humanity of Julian had embarked a very large magazine of 
vinegar and biscuit for the use of the soldiers, but he prohibited 
the mdulgence of wine; and rigorously stopped a long string of 
superfluous camels that attempted to follow the rear of the mmy. 
The River Ohaboras falls into the Euphrates at Oircesium ;42 and 
as soon as the trumpet gave the signal of march, the Romans 
passed the little stream which separated two mighty and hostile 
t:mpires. The custom of ancient discipline required a military 
oration; and Julian embraced every opportunity of displaying his 
elOquence. He animated the impatient and attentive legions by 
the example of the inflexible courage and glorious tl iumphs of 
their ancestors. He excited their resentment by a lively picture 
of the insolence of the Persians; and he exhorted tllcm to imitate 
his firm resolution, either to extirpate that perfidious nation, or 
to devote his life in the cause of the republic. The eloquence of 
Julian was enforced by a donative of one hundr~d and thilty 
pieces of silver to every Eoldier ; and the bridge of the Chaboras 
was instantly cut away, to convince the troops tllat they must 
place their hopes of safety in the success of their mms. Yet the 
prudence of the emperor induced him to secure a remote frontier, 
perpetually exposed to the inroads of the hostile Arabs. A de
tachment of four thousand men was left at Oircesium, which 
completed, to the number of ten thousand, the rewr garri!:ion 
of that important fortress. 43 

From the moment that the Romans entered the enemy's coun
try,H th~ country of an t.ctive and artful enemy, the order of 
march was disposed in three columns. 45 The stl ength of the lll
fan try, and consequently of the whole army, was placed in the 
centre, under the peculiar command of their muster-general 
Victor. On the right, the brave Nevitta led a column of several 
legions along the banks of the Euphrates, and almost alwa)'s in 
sight of the fleet. The left flank of the army was protected by 
the column of cavalry. Hormisdas and ArinthR'us were appointc::d 
general~ of the horse; and the singular adventures of Hormisdas 46 

are not undeserving of our notice. He was a Persian prince. of 
the royal race of the Sassanides, who, in the troubles of the mi
nority of Sapor, had escaped from prison to the hospitable court of 
the great Oonstantine. Hormisdas at first excited the compassion, 
Rnd at length acquired the esteem, of his new masters; his valor 
and fidelity raised him to the military honors of the Roman ser
vice; and, though a Christian, he might indulge tllC secret satis
faction of convincing his ungrateful country, that an 0ppJ:cs8cd 
subject may prove the most dangerous enemy. Such was the dis

http:columns.45
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position of tIle three principal columns. The front and flanks of 
the army were covered by Lucilianus with n flying detachment of 
fifteen hunched light-armed soldiers, "'hose active vigilance obc 
served the most di~tant signs, and conveyed the earliest notice, of 
any hostile approach. Dagalaiphus, and Secundinus, duke of 
Osrhoene, conducted the troops of the rear-guard; the baggage 
securely proceeded in the intervals of the columns; and ~he ranks, 
from a motive either of use or ostentation, were formed in such 
open order, that the whole line of march extended almost ten 
miles. The'ordinary post of Julian was at the head of the centre 
column; but as he preferred the duties of a general to the state 
of a monarch, he rapidly moved, with a small escort of light cav
alry, to the front, the rear, the flanks, wherever his presence 
could animate or protect tho march of tho Roman army. The 
country which they traversed from the Chaboras, to the cultivated 
lands of Assyria, may be considered as a p:1rt of the desert of 
Arabhl, a dry and barren waste, which could never be improved 
by the most powerful arts of human industry. Julian mal'ched 
over the same ground which had been trod above seven hundred 
years before by the footsteps of the younger Cyrus, and which is 
described by one of the companions of his expedition, the sage 
and heroic Xenophc)ll.47 "The country was a plain throughout, 
as even as the sea, and full of wormwood; and if any other kind 
of shrubs o~reeds grew there, they had all an aromatic smell, but 
no trees could be seen. Bustards and ostriches, antelopes and 
wild asses,48 appeared to be the only inhabitants of the desert; 
and thl} fatigues of the march were alleviated by the amusements 
of the chase. " The loose sand of the desert was frequently raised 
by the wind into clouds of dust; -and a great number of the sol
diers of Julian, with their tents, were suddenly thrown to the 
ground by the violence of an unexpected hurricane. 

The sandy plains of :Mesopotamia were abandoned to the ante
lopes and wild asses of the desert j but a variety of pOpUIOUi 
towns and villages were pleasantly situated on the banks of the 
Euphrates, and in the' islands which are occasionally formed by 
that river. The city of Annah, or Anatho,49 the actual residence 
of an Arabian emir, is composed of two long streets which en
close, within a natural fortification, a small island in the midst, 
and two fruitful spots on either side, of the Euphrates. The 
warlike inhabitants of Anatho showed a disposition to stop the 
march of a Roman emperor; till they were diverted from such 
fatal presumption by the mild exhortations of Prince TIormisdas, 
and the approaching terrors of the fleet and army. They im
I»)ored, and experienced the clemency of Julian, who transplanted 

http:Xenophc)ll.47
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the people to· an advantageous settlement, ncar Cllalcis in Syria, 
and admitted Pusams, the governor, to an honorable rank in his 
service and friendship. But tho impregnable fortress of Thilutha 
could scorn the menace of a siege; and the emperor was obliged 
to content himself with an insulting ]1romise, tlIat, when he had 
subdued the interior provinces of " Persia, Thilutha would no 
longer refuse to grace tho triumph of the conqueror. The inhab· 
itants of the open towns, unable to resist, and unwilling to yield, 
fled with precipitatIOn: and their houses, filled with spoil and 
provisions, were occupied by the soldiers of Julian, who massacred, 
without remorse and without punishment, some defenceless 
women. During the march, t.he Surenas, *or Persian general, and 
Malek Rodosaces, the renowned emir of the tribe of Gassan, M in
cessantly hovered round the snny; every straggler was inter
cepted; every detachment was attacked; flnd the valiant Hor
misdas escaped with some difficulty from tlwir hands. But the 
barbarians were finally repulsed j the country became every day 
less favorable to the operations of cavalry; and when the Romans 
arrived at Macepracta, they perceived the ruins of the wall, which 
had been constructed by the ancient kings of AssYl'ia, to secure 
their dominions from the incursions of the Medes. These prelim
inaries of the expedition of .Julian appear to have employed about 
fifteen days j and we may compute near three hundred miles from 
the fortress of Circesium to the wall of Macepracta. 61 t 

The fertile province of Assyria, 6~ which stretched beyond the 
Tigris, as far as the mountains of Media,63 extended about four 
hundre~ miles from the ancient wall of Macepracta, to the territory 
of Basra, where the united streams of the Euphrates and Tigris 
discharge themselves into the Persian Gulf. 6. The whole country 
might have claimed the peculiar name of Mesopotamia; as the two 
rivers, which are never more distant than fifty, approach, between 
Bagdad and Babylon, within twenty-five miles of each other. 
A multitude of artificial canals, dug without much labor in a 80ft 
and yielding soil, connected the rivers, and intersected the plain 
of Assyria. The uses of these artificial canals were various and im
portant. They served to discharge the superfluous waters from 
one river into the other, at the season of their respective inunda
tions. Subdividing themselves into smaller and smaller branches, 
they refreshed the dry lands, and supplied the deficiency of 

If. This is not a title, but the name of a great Persian family. St. MarLin, iii. 
'19.-M. 

t This Syriac or Chaldaic word hilS relation to its position: it eAsily bears the 
si~njfication of the diyisi?1,l o~ the waters. M. St. M. considers it the Mussice of 
Pliny, v. 26. St. lIartlU, lh. 83.-M. . 
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rain. They facilitated the intercourse of peace and commerce ~ and, 
as the dams could be speedily broke down, they armed the de~ 
l!pah' of the Assyrians wIth the means of opposing a sudden deluge 
to the progress of an invading army. To the soil and climate of 
Assyria, nature had denied some of her choicest gifts, the vine, 
the olive, and the fig-tree; * but the food which supports the life 
of man, and particularly wheat and barley, were produced with 
inexhaustible fertility; and. the husbandman_who committed his 
seed to the earth, was frequently rewarded with an increase of 
two, or even of three, hundred. The face of the country was in
terspersed with groves of innumerable palm-trees; fif> and the dili
gent natives celebrated, either in verse or prose, the three hundred 
and sixty uses to which the trunk, the branches, the leave!":, the 
juice, and the fruit, were skilfully applied. Several manufac
tures, especially those of leather and linen, employed the indus.. 
try of a numerous people, and afforded valuable materials for for
eign trade; which appears, however, to have been conilueted by 
the hands of str,lngers. Babylon had been converted into a royal 
park; but near the ruins of the ancient capital new cities had 
successively arisen, and the populousness of the country was dig.. 
played in the multitude of towns and villages, which were built 
of bricks dried in the sun, and strongly cemented with bitumen; 
the naturaland peculiar production of the Babylonian soil. While 
the successors of Cyrus reigned over Asia, the province of As
syria alone maintained, during a third part of the year, the lux
urious plenty of the table and household of the Great King. Four 
considerable villages were assigned for the subsistence of his In.. 
dian dogs; eight hundred stallions, and sixteen thousand mares, 
were constantly kept, at the expense of the country, for the royal 
stables; and as the daily tribute, which was paid to the satrap, 
amounted to one English bushel of silver, we may compute the 
annual revenue of Assyria at more than twelve hundred thousand 
pounds sterling. fi6 

The fields of Assyria were devoted by Julian to the calmnities 
of war; and the philosoph~r retaliated on a guiltless people the 
acts of rapine and cruelty which had been committed by their 
haughty master in the Roman provinces. The trembling Assyrians 
summoned the rivers to their assistance; and completed, with 

:, We are informed by Mr. Gibbon, that nature has denied to the soil and climate 
of Assyria 80me of her choicest gifts, the vine, the olive, and the fig-tree. This 
might have been the case in the age of Ammiallus Marcellinu8, bot it is Dot so at 
the present day; and it is a curious fact that the grape, the olive, and the fig, are 
the most common fruits in the province, and may be seen in every garden. Mao
donald Kinneir, Geogr. Mem. on Persia, p. 239.-M. 
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their own hands, the ruin of their country. The roads were ren
dered impracticable; a flood of waters was poured into the camn ; 
and, durmg several days, the troops of Julian were obliO'ed "to 
contend with the most discouraging hardships. But every obstacle 
was surmounted by the perseverance of tile legionaries, who were 
inured to toil as well as to danger, and who felt themselves ani
mated by the spirit of their leader. The damage was gradually 
repaired; the waters were restored to their proper cha.nnels ; 
whole groves of palm-trees were cut down, and placed along the 
broken parts of the road ; and the anny passed over the broad and 
deeper canals, on bridges of floating rafts, which were supported 
by the help of bladders. Two cities of Assyria presumed to resist 
the arms of a Roman emperor j and they both paid the severe 
penalty of their rashness. At a distance of fifty miles from the 
royal residence of Ctesiphon, Perisabor, * or Anbar, held the sec
ond rank in the province; a city large, populous, and well forti
fied, surrounded with a double wall, almost encompassed by a 
branch of the Euphrates, and defended by the valbr of a numer
ous garrison. The exhortations of Hormisdas were repulsed with 
contempt; and the ears of the Persian prince were wounded by a 
just reproach, that, unmindful of his royal birth, he conducted an 
army of strangers against his king and country. The Assyrians 
maintained their loyalty by a skilful as well as vigorous defence; 
till the lucky stroke of a battering ram, having opened a large 
breach, by shattering one of the angles of the wall, they hastily 
retired into the fortifications of the interior citadel. The soldiers 
of Julian rushed impetuously into the town, and after the full 
gratification of every military appetite, Perisabor was reduced to 
asbes; and the engines which assaulted the citadel were planted 
on the ruins of the smoking houses. The contest was continued 
by an incessant and mutual discharge of missile weapons; and 
the superiority which the Romans might derive from the mechan
ical powers of their balistre and catapultre was counterbalanced 
by the advantage of the ground on the side of the besieged. But 
as soon as an Helepolis had been constructed, which could engage 
on equal terms with the loftiest ramparts, the tremendous aspect 
of a moving turret, that would leave no hope of resistance or of 
mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel into an humble sub
mission; and the place was surrendered only two days after Ju

• Libanins pays that it was a great city of Assyria. called after the name of the 
reigning king: fJv 7rvAt S ' A(](]v~lwV peya~"TJ TOV TaTf' {3a(]tAeVovTo~ l:7rCJVVpoc. 
The orator of Antioch is not mistaken. The Persians and Syrians called it Fyrouz
Schapollr, or Fyrouz Schllhbour; ill Pertliall, the victory (f Schah-ponr. It owed 
that name to Sapor the First. It was before culled Anbar. St. Martin, iii. 85.-M. 
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lian first appeared under the walls of Perisabor. Two thousand 
five hundred persons of both sexes, the feeble remnant of a flour
ishing people, were permitted to retire: the plentiful magazines of 
corn, of arms, and of splendid furniture, were partly distributed 
among the troops, and phrtly reserved for the public service; tho 
useless stores were destroyed by fire, or thrown into the stream· of 
the Euphrates j and the fate of Amidar was revenged by the totai 
ruin of Perisabor. 

The, city, or rather fortress, of Maogamalcha, -which was de
fended by sixteen large towers, a deep ditch, and two strong and 
solid walls of brick and bitumen, appears to have heen constructed 
at the distance of eleven miles, as the safeguard of the capital of 
Persia. The emperor, apprehE:nsive of leaving such an important 
fortress in his rear, immediately formed the siege of l\faogamalcha ; 
and the Roman army was distributed, for that purpose, into three 
divisions. Victor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a detach
ment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to clear the country, as 
far as the banks of the Tigris and the suburbs of Ctesiphon. The 
conduct of the attack was assumed by Julian himself, who seemed 
to place his whole dependence in the military engines which he 
erected against the walls; while he secretly contrived a more 
efficacious method of introducing his troops into the heart of 
the city. Under the direction of Nevitta and Dagalaiphus, the 
trenches were opened at a considerable distance, and gradually 
prolonged as far as the edge of the ditch. The ditch was speedily 
filled with earth; and, by the incessant labor of the troops, a 
mine was carried under the foundations of the walls, and sus
tained, at sufficient intervals, by props 01 timber. Three chosen 
cohorts, advancing in a single file, silent!y explored the dark and 
dangerous passage; till their intrepid leader whispered back the 
intelligence, that he was ready to issue from his confinement into 
the streets of the hostile city. Julian checked their ardor, that he 
might insure their success; and immediately diverted the atten
tion of the garrison, by the tumult and clamor of a general as
sault. The Persians who, from their walls, contemptuously be
held the progress of an impotent attack, celebrated with songs of 
triumph the glory of Sapor; and ventured to assure the emperor, 
that he might ascend the starry mansion of Ormusd, before he 
c')1l1d hope to take the impregnable city of Maoganialcha. The 
city was already taken. History has recorded the name of a 
private soldier, the first who ascended from the mine into a de
set'ted tower. The passage was widened by his companions, who 
pre~sed fl)rward with impatient valor. Fifteen hundred enemies 
were already in the midst of the city. The astonished garrisor 
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abandoned the walls, and their only hope of safety; the gates 
were- ins,tantly burst open; and the revenge of the soldier, unless 
it were suspended by lust or avarice, was satiated by an undis
tinguishing massacre. The governor, who had yielded on a 
promise of mercy, was burnt alive, a few days afterwards, on a 
charge of having uttered some disrespectful words against the 
honor of Prince Hormisdas.* The fortifications were razed to 
the ground; and not a vef'!tige was left, that the city of ~raoga
malcha had ever existed. The neighborhood of the capital of 
Persia was adorned with three stately palaces, laboriously en
riched with every production that could gratify the luxury and 
pride of an Eastern monarch. The pleasant situation of the 
gardens along the banks of the Tigris, was improved, according 
to the Persian tal'!te, by the symmetry of flowers, fountains, and 
shady walks: and spacious parks were enclosed for the reception 
of the bears, lions, and wild boars, which were maintained at a 
considerable expense for the pleasure of the royal chase. The 
park walls wer~ brokpn down, the savage game was abandoned to 
the darts of the soldiers, and the palaces of Sapor were reduced 
to ashes, by the command of the Roman emperor. Julian, on 
this occasion, showed himself ignorant, or careless, of the laws of 
civility, which the prudence and refinement of polished ages have 
established between hostile princes. Yet _these wanton ravages 
need not excite in our breasts any vellemen~ cmotions of pity or 
resentment. A simple, naked statue, finished by the hand of a 
Grecian artist, is of more genuine value than all these rude and 
costly monuments of barbaric labor: and, if we are more deeply 
affected by the ruin of a palace, than by the conflagration of a 
cottage, our humanity must have formed a very erroneous estimate 
of the miseries of hum:vt life. 57 

Julian was an object of terror and hatred to the Persians; and 
the painters of that nation represented-~he invader of their coun
try under the emblem of a furious lion, who vomited from his 
mouth a consuming fire. 5~ To his friends and soldiers the philoso
phic hero appea.red in a more amiable light; antI his virtues were 
never more conspicuously displayed, than in the last and most 
active period of his life. He practised, without effort, and almost 
without merit, the habitual qualities of temperance and sobriety. 
According to the dictates of that artificial wisdom, which assumes 
an absolute dominion over the mind and body, he sternly refused 

• And" 8S guilty of 1\ double treachery, having first engaged 10 81ll"~ender the city.
and afterward.. valiantly defellded it Gibbon, perhap!-l, t;hould h;n"c noticed this 
filia~i~~rollgh he Dlay have rejected it as improbable. Coml)arc Zosimu8r 

R. E. ii.-5 
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himself the indulgence of the most natural appetites. 60 In the 
warm climate of Assyria, which solicited a luxurious people to the 
gratification of every sensual desire,60 a youthful conqueror pre
sen ed his chastity pure and inviolate; nor was Julian ever tempt
ed, even by a motive of curiosity, to visit his female captives Df 
exquisite beauty,61 who, instead of resisting his ,power, would 
have disputed with each other the honor of his embraces. With 
the s..lme firmness that he resisted t.he allurements of love, he sus
tained the hardships of war. When the Romans marched through 
the flat and flooded country, their sovereign, on foot, at the head 
of his legions, shared their fatigues and animated their diligence. 
In ev,.,ry useful labor, the hand of Julian was prompt and stren
uous, and the Imperial purple was wet and dirty as the coarse 
garment of the meanest soldier. The two sieges allowed him 
some remarkable opportunities of signalizing his personal valor, 
which, in the improved state of the military art, can seldom he 
exerte(t by a prudent general. The emperor stood before t.he 
citadel of Perisabor, insensible of his extreme danger, and encour
aged hi~ troops to burst open the gates of iron, till he was almost 
overwh131med under a cloud of missile weapons and huge stones, 
that were directed against his person. As he examined the ex
terior fortifications of l\Iaogamalcha, two Persians, devoting them 
selves for their country, suddenly rushed upon him with draw'J 
cimeters: the emperor dexterously received their blows on blS 
uplifted shield; and, with a steady and well-aimed thrust, b,id 
one of his auversaries dead at his feet. The esteem of a prince 
who possesses tho virtues which he approves, js the noblest rec
am pense of a ueserving subject; and the authority which Julian 
derived from his personal merit, enabled him to revive and en
fcrce the rigor uf ancient discipline. He l?unished with death or 
ignominy the misbehavior of three troops of horse, who, in a 
skirmish with the Surenas, had lost their honor and one of their 
standards: and he rlistinguished with obsid-ional 6

!l crowns the valor 
of the foremost soldiers, who had ascended into the city of lIao
gamaleha. After the siege of Perisabor, the firmness of the em
peror was exercised by the insolent avarice of the army, who 
loudly complained that their services were rewarded by a trifliLg 
donative of one hUlldred pieces of silver. His just indignation 
was expressed in the grave and manly language of a Roman. 
"Riches arc the ohject of your desires; those riches are in the 
hand:i of the Persians; and the spoils of this fruitful country are 
proposed as the prize of your valor and discipline. Believe me," 
Q llJd Julian, "the Roman republic, which formerly pGssessed 
~lh.:h immense treasures, is now reduced to want and wretched
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ness; since our princes have been persuaded, by weak and in
terested ministers, to purchase with gold the tranquillity of the 
barbarians. The revenue is exhausted; the cities are ruiped; 
the provinces are dispeopled. For myself, the only inheritance 
that I have received from my royal ancestors is a soul incapable of 
fear; and as long as I am convinced that every real advantage is 
seated in the mind, I shall not blush to acknowledge an honorable 
poverty, which, in the days of ancient virtue, was considered as 
the glory of Fabricius. That glory, and that virtue, may be your 
own, if you will listen to the voice of Heaven and of your leader. 
But if you will rashly persist, if you are determined to renew the 
shameful and mischievous examples of old seditions, l)roceed. As it 
becomes an emperor who has filled the first rank among men, I am 
prepared to die, standing; and to despise a precarious life, which, 
every hour, may depend on an accidental fever. If I have been 
found unworthy of the command, there are now among you (I 
speak it with pride and pleasure), there are many chiefs whose 
merit and experience are equal to the conduct of the most im
portant war. Such has been the temper of my reign that I can 
retire, without regret, and without apprehension, to the obscurity 
of a private station." liS Th,e lIlodest resolution of Julian was an
~wered by the unanimous applause and cheerful obedience of the 
Romans, who declared their confidence of victory, while they 
fought under the banners of their heroic prince. Their courage 
was kindled by his frequent and familiar asseverations (for such 
wishes were the oaths of Julian), "So may I reduce the Persiani 
under the yoke 1" "Thus may r restore the strength and splen
dor of the republic I" The love of fame was the ardent passion 
of his soul; but it was not before he trampled on the ruins of 
}Iaogamalcha, that he allowed himself to say, "We have now 
provided some materials for the sophist (\f Antioch." 6. 

The successful valor of Julian had triumphed over all the ob
stacles that oppused his march to the gates of Ctesiphon. But 
the reduction, or even the siege, of the capital of Persia, was still 
at a distance: nor can the military conduct of the emperor be 
clearly apprehended, without a knowledge of the country which 
was the theatre of his bold and skilful operations. el'> Twenty 
miles to the south of Bagdad, and on the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, the curiosity of travellers has observed some ruins of the 
palaces of Ctesiphon, which, in the time of Julian, was a great 
and populous city. The name and glory of the adjacent Seleucia 
were forever extinguished; and the only remaining quarter of that 
Greek colony had resumed1 'With the Assyrian language and man
ners, the primitive .al)pellation of Coche. Coche was situate on 
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the western side of the Tigris; but it was natural1y considered as 
a suburb of Ctesiphon, with which we may suppose it to have 
been connected by a permanent bridge of boats. The united parts 
contribute to 'form the common epithet of At Modain, THE CITIES, 
which the Orientals have bestowed on the winter residence of the 
Sassinades; and the whole circumference of the Persian capital 
was strongly fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty -:\Tulls, 
ana by impracticable morasses. Near the Tuins of Seleuch, the 
camp of Julian was fixed, and secured, by a ditch and rampart, 
,'gainst the sallies of the numerous and enterprising garrison of 
Coche. In this fruitful and pleasant country, the Romans were 
~')lentifully supplied with water and forage: and several forts, 
which might have embarrassed the motions of the army,submit... 
!;ed, after some resistance, to the efforts of their valor. The fleet 
passed from the Euphrates into an artificial derivation of that 
river, which pours a copious and navigable stream into the Tigl'is, 
at a small distance below thp. great city. If they had followed this 
royal canal, which bore the name of Nahar-~Ialcha, 68 the interme
diate situation of Coche would have separated the fleet and army 
\'f Julian; and the rash attempt of steering against the current of 
tl:e Tigris, alld forcing their way through the midst of a hostile 
cavital, must have been attended with the total destruction of the 
Roman navy. The prudence of the emperor foresaw the danger, 
and 1-'rovided the remedy. As he had minutely studied the opera
tions (, ~ Trajan in the same country, he soon recollected, that his 
warlike predecessor had dug a .new and navigable canal, which, 
leaving C?che on the right hand, conveyed the waters of thB 
Nahar-Ma, "!ha into the river River Tigris, at some distance a1xJv~ 
the cities. From the information of the peasants, Julian ascet'· 
tailled the ve~tiges of this ancient work, which were almost oblit
erated by design or accident. By the indefatigable labor of ,thr 
soldiers, a broad and deep channel was speedily prepared for the 
reception of the P-uphrates. A strong dike was constructed to in
terrupt the ordinmy current of the Nahar-~Ialcha: a flood of Wa-' 

ters rushed impetuously into their new bed; and the Roman fleet, 
steering their triumphant course into the Tigris, derided the vain 
and ineffectual barriel.<t which the Persians (}f Ctesiphon hat 
erected to oppose their p~,ssag~. 

As it became necessary to tran;:"port the Reman army over the 
Tigris, another labor present~d it{'<;llf, c{ less teil, but of more dan
ger, than the preceding expedition. The st:"eam was broad anll 
rapid; the ascent steep and diffie'lIt; ani the intrenchments 
which had been formed on the ridge of th~ opposite bank, were 
lined with a numerous army of heavy cUirassiers, dexterous ar'" 
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chers, and huge elephants; w,ho (according to the extravagant 
hyperbole of J.Jibanius) could trample with the same ease a field of 
~orn, or a legion of Romans. 67 In the presence of such an enemy, 
the construction of a bridge was impracticable; and the intrepid 
prince, who instantly seized the only possible expedient, con
cealed his design, till the moment of execution, from the knowl
edge of the barbarians, of his own troops, and even of .his gen
erals themselves. Under the specious pretence of cxamining the 
~tate of the m.agazines, fourscore vessels * were gradually un
laden; and a select detachment, apparently destined for some 
secret expedition, was ordered to stand to their arms on the first 
signal. Julian disguised the silent anxiety of his own mind with 
smiles of confidence and joy; and amused the hostile nations with 
the spectacle of military games, which he insultingly celebrated 
under the walls of Coche. The day was consecrated to pleasure; 
but, as soon as the hour of supper was passed, the emperor sum
moned the generals to his tent, and acquainted them that he had 
fixed that night for the passage of the Tigris. Tbey stood in 
silent and respectful astoDlshment; but, when the venerable 8al
lust assumed the privilege of his age and experience, the rest of 
the chiefs supported with freedom the weight of his prudent re
monstrances. 68 Julian contented llimself with observing, t'hat 
conquest and safety depended on the attempt; that instead of 
diminishing, the number of their enemies would be increased, by 
successive re-enforcements; and that a longer delay would neither 
contract the breadth of the stream, nor level the height of the 
bank. ,. The signal was instantly given, and obeyed; the most im
patient of the legionaries leaped into five vessels that lay nearest 
the bank; and as they plied their oars with intrepid diligence, 
they were. lost. after a few moments, in the darkness of the night. 
A flame arose on the opposite side; and Julian, who too clearly 
understood that his foremost vessels, in attempting to land, had 
been fired by the enemy, dexterously converted tlleir extreme dan
ger into a presage of victory. "Our fellow-soldiers," he eagerly 
exclaimed, " are already masters of the bank: see-they make the 

. appointed signal; let us hasten to emulate and assist their cour
age. " The united and mphl motion of a great fleet broke the 
violence of the current, and they reached the eastern shore of the 
Tigris with sufficient speed to extinguish the flames, and rescue 

'" Thi!! is a mi!>take; each vessel (according to Zoslmus two, according to Amm! 
anus five) had eighty men. Amm. xxiv. 6, wlth Wagner's note. Gibbon must ha,·o 
read octO(JMas filr ocwqeni8. The five ve8sels selected for this service were r('
markably large and strong pl'Ovisiun transports. The streugth of the fleet remaillc,J 
witu Julian to carryover the arroy.-M. 
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their adventurous companions. The difficulties of a steep and 
lofty ascent were increased by the'weight of armor, and the dark
ness of the night. A. shower of stones, darts, and fire, was incese 

santly dischal'ged on the heads of the assailants; who, after an 
arduous struggle, climbed the bank and stood victorious upon the 
rampart. As soon as they possessed a more equal field, Julian, 
who, with his light infantry, had led the attack, 69 darted 
through the ranks u. skilful and experienced eye; his bravest sol
diers, according to the precepts of Homei,70 were distributed in 
the front and rear; and all the trumpets of the Imperial army 
sounded to battle. The Romans, after sending up a military 
shout, advanced in measured steps to the animating notes of 
martial music; launched their formidable javelins; and rushed 
forwards with drawn swords, to deprive the barbarians, by a 
closer onset, of the advantage of their missile weapons. The 
whole engagement lasted above twelve hours; till the gradual 
retreat of the Persians was changed into a disorderly flight, of 
which the shameful example was given by the principal leader, 
and the Surenas himself. They were pursued to the gates of 
Ctesiphon ; and the conquerors migqt have entered the dismayed 
city,71 if their general, Victor, who was dangerously wounded 
with an arrow, had not conjured them to desist from a rash at
temllt, which must be fatal, if it were not successful. On their' 
side, the Romans acknowledged the loss of only seventy-five men; 
while they affirmed, that the barbarians had left on the field of 
battle two thousand five hundred, or even six thousand, of their 
bravest soldiers. The spoil was such as might be expected from 
the riches and luxury of an Oriental camp; large quantities of 
silver and gold, splendid arms and trappings, and beds and tables 
of massy silver. * The victorious emperor distributed, as tho 
rewards of valor, some honorable gifts, civic, and mural, and 
naval crowns; which he, and perhaps he alone, esteemed mure 
preciuus than the wealth of Asia. _.A. solemn sacrifice was offered 
to the god of war, but the appearances of the victims threatened 
the most inauspicious events; and Julian soon discovered, by less 
ambiguous signs, that he had now reached the term of his prus
perity. 7~  • 

On the second day after the battle, the domestic guards, the 
Jovians and Herculians, and the remaining troops, which com
posed near two-thirds of the whole army, were securely wafted 

• The suburbs of Ctesiphon. IIccol'din~ to a new fragment of Eunapiu8 were 80 
full ofprovi8ions, that the soldiers were III danger of suffering from excess. ~Iai, 
p.260. Ennapius in NlCbuhr. Nov. Byz. CoIl. 68. Julian exhibited warlike dancell 
und games in his camp to recreate thu soldiers. Ibid.-M. 
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over the Tigris. 79 While the Persians beheld from the walls or 
Ctesiphon the Jesolation of the adjacent country, .Julian cast 
many an anxious look towards the north, in full expectation, that 
as he himself had victoriously penl.'trated to the capital of Sapor, 
the march and junction of his lieutenants, Sebastian and Proco
pius, would be executed with the same courage and diligence. 
His expectations were disappointed by the treachery of the Arme
nian king. who permitted, and most probably directed, the deser
tion of hi~ auxilIary troops from the camp of the Romans; 74 and 
by the dIssensions of the hvo generals, who were incapable of 
forming or executiug any plan fOl the public service. When the 
emperor had relinquished t!..te hope of this important re-enforce
ment, he condescended to hold a council of war, and approved, 
after a full debate, the sentiment of those generals, who dissuaded 
th'c siege of Ctesiphon, as a fruitless and pernicious undertaking._ 
It is not easy for us to conceive, by what arts of fortification, a city 
thrice besieged and taken by the predecessors of Julian, could be 
rendered impregnable against an. army of sixty tllOusand Romans, 
commanded by a brave and experienced general, and abundantly 
supplied with ships, provisions, battering engines, and military 
stores. But we may rest assured, from the luve of glory, and COll

tempt of danger, which formed the character of Julian, that he 
was not discouraged by any trivial or imaginary obstacles. n At 
the very time when he declined the siege of Ctesiphon, he reject
ed, with obstinacy and disdain, the most flattering offers of a 
negotiation of peace. Sapor, who 'had been so long accustomed 
to the tardy ostentation of Constantius, was surprised by the in
trepid diligence of his successor. As far as the confines of India 
and Scythia, the satraps of the distant provinces were ordered to 
assemble their troops, and to march, without delay, to the assist
ance of their monarch. But their preparations were dilatory, 
their- motions slow; and before SapoI' could lead an army into 
the field, he received the melancholy intelligence of the devasta
t,ion of Assyria, the ruin of his palaces, and the slaughter of llis 
oravest troops, who defended the passage of ·the Tigris. The 
pride of royalty was humbled in the dust; he took his repasts on 
the ground; and the disorder of his lmir expressed the grief and 
anxiety of his mind. Perhaps he would not have refused to pur
chase, with one-half of his kingdom, the safety of the remainder; 
and he would have gladly subscribed himself, in a treaty of peace, / 
the faithful and dependent ally of the Roman conqueror. Under 
the pretence of private business, a minister of rank and confidence 
Was secretly despatched to embrace the knees of Hormisdas, and 
to request, in the language of a suppliant, that he might be intro

http:Tigris.79
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duced into the presence of the emperor. The Sassanian prince, 
whether he listened to the voice of pride or humanity, whethp,r lw 
consulted the sentiments of his birth. or the duties of his situa
tion, was equally inclined to promote a salutary measure, which 
would terminate the calamities of Persia, and secure the triumph 
l>f Rome. He was"astonished by the inflexible firmness of a hero, 

. who remembered, most unfortunately for himself and for his 
country, that Alexander had uniformly rejected the propositions 
of Darius. But as Julian was sensible, that the hope of a safe and 
honor3ble peace might cool the ardor of his troops, he earnestly 
requested, that Hormisdas would privately di~miss the minister of 
Sapor, and conceal this dangerous temptation from the knowl
edge of the camp.7fI 

'1'he honor, as well as interest; of Julian, forbade .him to con
sume his time under the impregnable walls of Ctesiphon j and as 
often as he defied the barbarians, who defended the <;ity, to meet 
him on the open .plain, they prudently replied, that if he desin.:d 
to exercise his valor, he might seck the army of the Great King. 
He felt the insult, and he accepted the advice. Instead of confin
ing his servile march to the banks of the Euphrates and. Tigris, 113 
-resolved to imitate the adventurous spirit of Alexander, and 
boldly to advance into the inland provinces, till he forced his 
rival to contend with him, perhaps in the plains of Arbela, for,the 
empire of Asia. The magnanimity of Julian was applauded and 
betrayed, by ,the arts of a noble Persian, who, in the cause of his 
country, llad generously submitted to act a part full of danger, of 
falsehood, and of shame. 77 With a train of faithful followers, he 
deserted to the Imperial camp; exposed, in a specious tale, the 
injuries which he had sustained; exaggerated the cruelty of 
Sapor, the discontent of the people, and the weakness of the 
monarchy; and confidently offered himself as the hostage and 
guide of the Roman march. 'fhe most rational grounds of sus
picion were urged, without effect, by the wisdom and experience 
Qf Hormisdas; and the credulous Julian, receiving the traitor iuto 
his bosom, was persuaded to issue a hasty order, which, in the 
opinion of mankind, appeared to arraign his prudence, and to 
endanger his safety. He destroyed, in a single hour, the whole 
navy, which had been transported above five hundred miles, at so 
great un expense of toil, of treasure, and of blood. Twelve, or, 
at the most, twenty-two small vessels were saved, to accompany, 
on carriages, the march of the army, and to form occalOional 
bridges for the passage of the rivers. A supply of twenty days' 
provisions was reserved for the use of the soldiers; and the rest 
of the magazines, with a flcet,of eleven hundred vessels, which 

http:shame.77


OF THE ROMAN E}{PIRE. 

rode at anchor in the Tigris, were abandoned to tIle flames, by the 
absolute comllland of the emperor. The Christian bishops, Greg
oryand Augustin, insult the madness of the Apostate, who exe
cuted, with his own hands, the sentence of divine justice. Their 
authority, of less weight, perhaps, in a military qnestion, is con
firmed by the cool judgment of an experienced soldier, who was 
himself spectator of the conflagrati.on, and who could not disap
prove the reluctant murmurs of the troops.~8 Yet ther) are not 
wanting some specious, and perhaps solid, rea SOIlS, which migl1t 
justify the resolution of Julian. The navigation of the Euphrates 
never ascended above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above 
Opis. 79 The distance of the last-mentioned city from the Roman 
camp was not very considerable; and Julian must soon have re
nounced the vain and impracticable attempt of forcing, upwards a 
great fleet against the stream of a rapia river,80 which in several 
places was embarrassed by natural or artificial cataracts. 81 The 
power of sails and oars was insufficient; it became necessary to 
tow the ships against the current of the river; the strength of 
twenty thousand soldiers was exhausted in thi~ tedious and ser
vile labor; and if the Romans continued to march along the 
banks of the Tigris, they could only expect to return home without 
achieving any enterprise worthy of the ,genius or fortune of their 
leader. If, on the contrary, it waf:! advisable to advance into the 
inland country, the destruction of the fleet and magazines was the 
only measure which could save that valuable prize from the hands 
of the numerous and active troops which might suddenly be 
poured from the gates of Ctesiphon. Had the arms of Julian 
been victorious, we should now admire the conduct, as weH as the 
courage, of a hero, who, by depriving his soldiers of tIle hopes of 
a retreat, left them only the alternative of death or conquest. 82 

The cumbersome train of artillery and wagons, which retards 
the operations of a modern army, were in a great measure un
known in the camps of the Romans. 83 Yet, in every age, the sub
sistence of sixty thousand men must 11ave been one of the most 
important cares of a prudent general; and that subsistence could 
on1y he drawn from his own or the enemy's country. Had it been 
possible for Julian to maintain a bridge of communication on the 
Tigl is, and to preserve the conquered places of Assyria. u desolated 
province c;)uld not afford any large or regular supplies, in a season 
of the year when the lands were covered by the inundation of the 
Euphrates,84 and the unwholesome air was darkened with swarms 
of innumerable insects. 8

\} The appearance of the llOgtile country 
Was far more inviting. The extensive rcgion that lies between the 
Hivcr Tigris and the mountains of :Media, was filled with villages 
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and towns; and the fertile soil, for the most part, was in a very 
improved state of cultivation. Julian might expect, that a con
queror, who possessed the two forcible instruments of persuasion, 
steel and gold, would easily procure a plentiful subsistence from 
the fears or avarice of the natives. But, on the approach of the 
Romans, this rich' and smiling prospect was instantly blasted. 
Wherever they moved, the inhabitants deserted the open villages, 
and took shelter in the fortified towns; the cattle was driven away; 
the grass and ripe corn were consumed with fire; and, as soon as 
the flames-had subsided which interrupted the march of Julian, 
he beheld the melancholy face of a smoking and naked desert. 
This desperate but effectual method of defence ~n only be exe
cuted by the enthusiasm of a people who prefer their independ
ence to their property; or by the rigor of an arbitrary govern
ment, which consults the public safety without submitting to their 
inclinations the liberty of choice. On the present occasion the 
zeal and obedience of the Persians seconded the commands of 
Sapor; and the emperor was soon reduced to the scanty stock of 
provisions, which continually wasted in his hands. Before they 
were entirely consumed, he might still ~ave reached the wealthy 
and unwarlike cities of Ecbatana or Susa, by the effort of a rapid 
and well-directed march; all but he was deprived of this last. re
source by his ignorance of the roads, and by the perfidy of his 
guides. The Romans wandered several days in the country to the 
eastward of Bagdad j the Persian deserter, who had artfully led 
them into the snar~ escaped from their resentment; and his fol
lowers, as soon as they were put to the torture, confessed the 
secret of the conspiracy. The visionary conquests of Hyrcania 
and India, which had so long amused, now tormented, the mind 
of Julian. Oonscious that his own imprudence was the cause of 
the public distress, he anxiously balanced the hopes of safety or 
success, .without obtaining a satisfactory answer, either from gods 
or men. At length, as the only practicable measure, he emhraced 
the resolution of directing his steps towards the banks of the 
Tigris, with the design of saving the army by a hasty march to 
the confines of Oorduene; a fertile and friendly province, which 
acknowledged the sovereignty of Rome. The desponding troops 
obeyed the signal of the retreat, only seventy days after they had 
passed the Chaboras, with the sanguine expectation of suoverting 
the throne of Persia. R7 

As long as the Romans seemed to advance into the country, 
their march was observed and insulted from a distance, by sev
eral bodies of Persian cavalry j who, showing themselves some
times in loose, and Dometimes in closer order, faintly skirmished 
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with the advanced guards. These detachments were, however: 
supported by a much greater force; and the heads of the columns 
were no sooner pointed towards the Tigris than a cloud of dust 
arose on the plain. The Romans, who now aspired only to the 
permission of. u safe and speedy retreat, endeavured tu persuade 
themselves, that this formidable appearance was occasioned by a 
troop of wild asses, or perhnps by tbe approach of some friendly 
Arabs. They halted, pitched their tents, fortified their camp, 
passed the whole night in continual alarms; and discovered, at 
the dawn of day, that they were surrounded by an army of Per
sians. This army, which might"be considered only as the van of 
the barbarians, was soon followed by the main body of cuirassiers, 
archers, and elephants, commanded by Meranes, a general of rank 
and reputation. He was accompanied by two of the king's sons, 
and many of the principal satraps; and fame and eX'pectation ex
aggerated the strength of the remaining powers, which slowly ad
vanced under the conduct of Sapor him~elf. As the Romans con
tinued their march, their long array, which was forced to bend or 
divide, according to the varieties of the ground, afforded frequent 
and favorable opportunities to their vihrilant emmies. The Per
sians repeatedly charged with fury; they were repeatedly repulsed 
with firmness; and the action at 1rlaronga, which almost deserved 
the name of a battle, was marked by a considerable loss of satraps 
and elephants, perhaps of equal value in the eyes of their mon
arch. These splendid advantages were not obtained without an 
adequate slaughter on the side of the Romans: several officers of 
distinction were either killed ·or wounded; and the emperor him
self, who, on all occasions of danger, inspired ~nd guided the 
valor of his troops, was obliged to expose his person, and exert 
his ahilities. The weight of offensive and defensive arms~ which 
still constituted the strength and safety of the Romans, disabled 
them from makhig any long or effectual pursuit; and as the 
horsemen of the East were trained to dart their,- javelins, and 
shoot their arrows, at full speed, and in every possible direction,88 
the cavalry of Persia was never more formidable than in the mo
ment of a rapid and disordellY flight. But the most certain and 
irreparable loss of the Romans was that of time. The hardy vete
rans, accustomed to the cold climate of Gaul and Germany, fainted 
under the sultry heat of an Assyrian summer; their vigor was ex
hausted by the incessant repetition of march and combat; and the 
progress of the army was suspended by the precautions of a slow 
and dangerous retreat, in the presence of an active enemy. Every 
day, every hour, as the supply diminished, the value and price of 
liubsistence increased in the Roman camp. 811 Julian, who always 
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content(;d himself with sucb food as a hungry soldier would }13,ve 
disdained, distributed, for the use ,of the troops, the provisions of 
the Imperial household, and whatever could be spared, from the 
sumpter-horses, of the tribunes and generals. But this feeble relief 
served only to aggravate the sense of the public distress; and the 
Romans began to entertain the most gloomy apprehensions that, 
before they eQuId teach the frontiers of the empire, they should 
all perish, either by famine, or by the sword of the barbarians. YO 

While Julian struggled with the almost insuperable difficulties 
of his situation, the silent hours of the night were still devoted to 
study and contemplation. Whenever he closed his eyes in short 
and interrupted slumbers, his mind was agitated with painful 
anxiety; nor can it be thought surprisin~, that the Genius of the 
empire should once more appear before hIm, covering with a fune
ral veil his head, and his horn of abundance, and slowly retiring 
from the Imperial tent. The monarch started from his couch, 
and stepping forth t.> refresh his wearied spirits with the coolness 
(If the midnight alr, he beheld a fiery meteor,:"Which shot athwart 
the sky, and suddenly vanished. Julian was convinced that he 
had seen the menacing countenance of the god of war j 91 the 
council which he summoned, of Tuscan Haruspices, 9~ unanimously 
pronounced that he should abstain from action j but on this occa
sion, necessity and reason were. more vrevalent than superstition; 
and the trumpets sounded at the break of day. The army 
marched through a hilly country ; and the hills had been secretly 
occupied by the Persians. Julian led the van with the 8kill and 
attention of a consumm!l.te general; he was alarmed by the intel
ligence that his rear was suddenly attacked. The heat of the 
weather had tempted him to lay aside his cuirass; but he 
snatched a shield from one of his attendants, and hastened, with 
a sufficient re-enforcement, to the relief of the rear-guard. . A 
similar danger recalled the intrepid prince to the defenco of the 
front; and, as he gal) oped between the columns, the centre of tho 
left was attacked, and almost overpowered by the furious charge 
of the Persian cavalry and elephants. This he.ge hoay was soon 
defeated, by the well-timed evolution of the light infantry, who 
aimed their weapons, with dexterity and effect, against the backs 
of the horsemen, and the legs of the elephants. The barbarians 
fled j and Julian, who was foremost in every danger, animated the 
pursuit with his voice and gestures. His trembling guards, scat
t~red and oppressed by the disorderly throng of friends and ene
mies, reminded their fearless sovereign that he was without 
armor; and conjured him to decline the fall of the impending 
ruin. As they exclaimed, ~3 a cloud of darts and arrows was dis
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charged from the flying squadrons; and a javelin, after razing 
the skin of his arm,.transpierced the ribs, and fixed in the infe
rior part of the liver. Julian attempted to draw the deadly 
weapon from his side ~ but his fingers were-cut by the sharpness' 
of the steel, and he fell senseless from his horse. His guards flew 
to his relief; and the wounded emperor was g~ntly raised from the· 
ground, and conveyed- out of the tumult of the battle into an ad.:. 
jacent tent. The report of the melancholy event passed from' 
rank to rank; but the grief of the Romans tilspired them with in~ 
vincible valor, and the desire of revenge. The bloody and obsti
nate conflict was maintained by the two armies, till they were sep
arated by the total darkness of the night. The Persians derived 
some honor from the advantage which they obtained against the
left wing, where Anatolius, master of the offices, was slain, and
the proofect Sallust very narrowly escaped. But the event of the 
day was adverse to the barbarians. They abandoned the field; 
their two generals, Meranes and N ohordates, 9t fifty' nobles or 
satraps, and a multitude of their bravest soldiers; and the success 
of the Romans, if Julian had surviyed, might have been improved 
into a decisive and useful victory. 

The first words that Julian uttered, after his recovery from the 
fainting fit into which he had heen thrown by loss of blood, were 
expressive of his martial spirit. He called for his horse and arms, 
and was impatient to rush into the battle. His remaining strength 
was exhausted by the painful effort; and the surgeons, who ex
amined his wound, discovered the symptums of approaching 
death. He employed ·the awful moments with the firm temper of 
a hero and a sage; the IJhilosophers who had accompanied him in 
this fatal expedition, compared the tent of Julian with the prison 
of Socrates j and the spectators, whom duty, or friendship, or· 
curiosity, had assembled round his couch, listened with respectful 
grief to the funeral oration of their dying emperor. 9~ "Friends 
and fellow-soldiers, the seasonable period of my departure is now 
ardved, and I discharge, with the cheerfulness of a ready debtor, 
the demands of nature. I have learned from philosophy, how 
much the soul is more excellent than the hody; and that the sep
aration of tlle nobler substance should be the subject of joy, rather 
than of affliction. I have learned from religion, that an early: 
death has often been the reward of piety; 96 and I accept, as a 
favor of tIle gods, the mortal stroke that secures me from the 
danger of disgracing a character, which has hitherto been sup
ported by virtue and fort.itude. I die without remorse, as I have 
lIved without guilt. I nm pleased to reflect on the innocence of 
lIly priyate life; and I can affirm' -.yith confidence, that the 
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supreme authority, that emanation of the Divine Power, has beeD 
preserved in my hands pure and immaculate. Detesting the cor, 
rupt and destructive maxims of despotism, I have considered the 
happiness of the people, as the end of government. Submitting 
my actions to the laws of prudence, of justice, and of moderation, 
I have trusted the event to the care of Providence. Peace was 
the object of my counsels, as long as peace was consistent with 
the public welfare; but when the imperious voice of my country 
summoned me to arms, I exposed my person to the dangeri of 
war, with the clear foreknowledge (which I had acquired from 
the art of divination) that I was destined to fall by the sword. I 
now offer my tribute of gratitude to the Eternal Being, who has 
not suffered me to perish by the cruelty of a tyrant, by the secret 
dagger of conspiracy, or by the slow tortures of lingering disease. 
He has given me, in the midst of an honorable career, a splendid 
and glorious'departure from this world j and I hold it equally ab
surd, equally base, to solicit, or to decline, the stroke of fate. 
Thus much I have attempted to say j but my strength fails me, 
and I feel the approach of deat1.l. I shall cautiously refrain from 
any word that may tend to influence your suffrages in the election 
of an emperor. .My choice might be imprudent ur injudicious; 
and if it should not be ratified by the consent of the army,- it 
might be fatal to the person whom I should recommend. I shall 
only, as a good citizen, express my hopes, that the Romans may 
be blessed with the government of a virtuous sovereign." After 
this discourse, which Julian pronounced in a firm and gentle tone 
of voice, he distributed, by a military testament,91 the remains of 
his private fortune; and making some inquiry why Anatolius was 
not present, he understood, from the answer of Sallust, that Ana
tolius was killed; and bewailed, with amiable inconsistency, the 
loss of his friend. At the same time he reproved the immoderate 
grief of the spectators ; and conjured them not to disgrace, by 
unmanly tears, the fate of a prince, who in a few moments would 
be united with heaven, and with the·stars.~8 The spectators were 
silent; and Julian entered into a metaphysical argument, with the 
phUC)sophers Priscus and Maximus, on the nature of the soul. 
The efforts which he made, of mind as well as body, most proba.
bly hastened his death. His wound began to bleed with fresh 
violence; his respiration was embarrassed by the swelling of the 
veina; he called for a draught of cold water, and, as soon as he 
had drank it, expired without pain, about the hour of midnight. 
Such wae the end of that extraordinary man, in the thirty-secon6 
year of his age, after a reign of one year and about eight months, 
from the death of Constantius. In his last moments he displayei!, 
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perhaps with some ostentatioll, the love of virtue and of fame, 
which had been thp. ruling passions of his life. 99 

The triumph of Christianity, and the calamities of the empire, 
may, in some measure, be ascribed to Julian himself, who had 
neglected to secure the future execution of his designs, by the 
timely and judicious nomination of an associate and succeSfalor. 
But the royal race of Constantius Chlorus was reduced to his own 
person; and if he entertained any serious thoughts of investing 
with the purple the most worthy among the Romans, he was 
diverted from his resolution by the difficulty of the choice, the 
jealousy of power. the fear of ingratitude, and the natural prc
sumption of health, of youth, and of prosperity. His'unexpected 
death left the empire without a master, and without an heir, in a 
state of perplexity and danger, which, in the space of fourscore 
years, had never been experienced, since the election of Diocle
tian. In a government, which had almost forgotten the distinc
tion of pure and nOBle blood, the superiority of birth was of little 
moment; the claims of official rank were accidental and precari
ous; and the candidates, who might aspire to ascend the vacant 
throne, could be supported only by the consciousness of personal 
merit, or by the hopes of popular favor. But the situation of a 
famished army, encompassed on all sides by a host of barbarians, 
shortened the moments of grief and deliberation. In this scene of 
terror and distress, the body of the deceased prince, according to 
his own directions, was decently embalmed; and, at the dawn of 
day, the generals convened a military senate, at which the com
manders of the legions, and the officers both of cavalry and in
fantry, were invited to assist. Three or four hours of the night 
had not passed lI.way without some secret cabals; and when the 
election of an emperor was proposed, the spirit of faction began to 
agitate the assembly. Victor and Arinthreus collected the re
mains of the court of Constantius; the friends of Julian attached 
themselves to the Gallic chiefs, Dagalaiphus and Nevitta; and 
the most fatal consequences might be apprehended from the dis
cord of two factions, so opposite in their character and interest., in 
their maxims of government, and perhaps in their religious princi
ples. The superior virtues of Ballust could alone reconcile their 
divisions, and unite their suffrages; and the venerable prrefect 
would immediately have been declared the successor of Julian, if 
he himself, with sincere and modeet fi.rm~ess, had not alleged his 
age and infirmities, so unequal to the weight of the diadem. The 
generals, who were surprised and perplexed by his refusal, showed 
"lome dispol?l.tion to adopt the salutary advice of an inferior offi.· 
oor,100 tbat th~y should act as they would have acted in the abo 
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sence of the emperor; that they should exert their abilities to ex.. 
tricate the army from tIle present distress; and, if they were for· 
tunate enough to reach the confines of Mesopotamia, they should 
proceed with united and deliberate counsels in the election of a 
lawful sovereign. While they debated, a few voices saluted 
Jovian, who was no more than first· Iol of the domestics, with the 
names of Emperor and Augustus. The tumultuary acclamation * 
was instantly repe9.ted by the guards who surrounded the tent, 
and paAsed, in a few minutes, to the extremities of the line. The 
new prince, astonished with his own fortune, was hastily invested 
with the Imperial ornaments, and received an oath of fidelity from 
the generalS) whose favor and protection he so lately solicited. 
The strongest recommendation of Jovian was the merit of his 
father, Count Varronian, who enjoyed, in honorable retirement, 
the fruit of his long services. In the obscure freedom of a pri
vate station, the son indulged his taste for wine and women; yet 
he supported, with credit, the character of a" Christian 102 and a 
soldier. Without being conspicuous for any of the ambitious 
qualifications which excite the admiration and envy of mankind, 
the comely person of Jovian, his cheerful temper, and familiar 
wit, had gained the affection of his fellow-soldiers; and the gen
erals of both parties acquiesced in a popular ~lection, which had 
not been conducted by the arts of their enemies. The pride of 
this unexpected elevation was moderated by the just apprehen
sion, that the same day might terminate the life and reign of the 
new emperor. The pressing voice of necessity was obeyed with
out delay; ,and the first orders issued by Jovian, a few hour8 after 
his predecessor had expired, were to prosecute a march, which 
could alone extricate the Romans from their actual distress. 103 

The esteem of an enemy is most sincerely expressed by his 
fears; and the degree of fear may be accurately measured by the 
joy with which he celebrates his deliverance. The welcome news 
of the death of Julia.n, which a deserter revealed to the camp of 
Sapor, inspired the desponding monarch with a sudden confidence 
of victory. He immediately detached the royal cavalry, perhaps 
the ten thollsand Imm()1'tals,10" to second and support the pursuit; 
and discharged' the whole weight of his united forces on the 
rear-guard of the Romans. The rear-guard was thrown into dis· 
order; the renowned legions, which derived their titles from Dio
cletian, and his warlike colleague, were broke and trampled down 
oy the elephants; and three tribunes lost their lives in attempt

• The soldiers I!upposerl that the acclamations proclaimed the name of. Julian., 
restored, as th~y tonaly thought, to health, not that of Jovian. Amm.in loc.-M. 
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ing to stop the flight of tbeir soldiers. The battle was at length 
restored by the persevering valor of the Romans; the Persians 
were repulsed with a great slaughter of men and elephanta; and 
the army, aft'e'r marching and fighting a long summer's day, 
arrived, in the evening, at Samara, on the banks of the Tigris, 
about one hundred miles ahove Ctesiphon. IO~ On the ensuing 
day, the barbarians, instead of harassing the march, attacked the 
camp, of Jovian; which had heen seated in it deep and seques
tered valley. From the hills, the archers of Persia insulted and 
annoyed the wearied legionaries; and a boc1y of cavalry, which had 
penetrated. with desperate courage, through the Prretorian gate, 
was cut in pieces, after a doubtful conflict, near the Imperial 
tent. In the succeeding night, the camp of Carche was protected 
by the lofty dikes of the river; and the Roman army, though in
cessantly exposed to the vexatious pursuit of the Saracens, pitched 
their tents near the city of Dura, lOG four days after the death of 
Julian. r.I.'he Tigris was still on their left; their hopes and pro
visions were almost consumed; and the impatient soldiers, who 
had fondly persuaded themselves that the frontiers of the empire 
were not far distant, requested their new sovereign, that they 
might be permitted to hazard the passage of the river. With the 
assistance of his wisest Qfficers, Jovian endeavored to check their 
rashness; by representing, that if they possessed sufficient skill 
and vigor to stem the torrent of a deep and rapid stream, they 
would only deliver themselves naked and defenceless to the bar
ba.rians, who had occupied the opposite bank. Yielding at 
length to their clamorous importunities, he consented, with reluc
tance, that five hundred Gauls and Germans, accustomed from 
their infancy to the waters of the Rhine and Danube, should at
tempt the bold adventure, which might serve either as an encour
l1gement, or as a warning, for the rest of the army. In the 
~ilence of the night, they swam the Tigris, surprised an unguSlrd
ed post of the enemy, and qisplayed at the dawn of day the signnl 
of their resolution and fortune. The success of this trial disposed 
the emperor to listen to the promises of his architects, who pro
posed to construct a floating bridge of the inflated skins of sheep, 
oxen, and goats, covered with a floor of earth and fascines. 1"7 

Two important da: 8 were spent in the ineffectual labor; and the 
Romans, who already endured the miseries of famine, cast a look 
of despair on the Tigris, and upon the barbarians; whose num
bers and obstinacy increased with the distress of the Imperial 
army. lOB 

In this hopeless situation, the fainting spirits of the Romans 
were revived by the sound of peace. The transient presumption 
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of Sapor had vanished; he observed, with serious concern, that, 
in the repetition of doubtful combats, he had lost his most faith
Iul and intrepid nobles, his bravest troops, and the greatest part 
of his train of elephants: and the experienced monarch feared to 
provoke the resistance of despair, the vicissitudes of fortune, and 
the unexhausted powers of the Roman empire; which might soon 
advance to relieve or to revenge, the successor of Julian. The 
Surenas himself, accompanied by another satrap,* appeared in the 
camp of Jovian; lOti and declared, that the clemency of his sover
eign was not averse to signify the conditions on which he would 
consent to spare and to dismiss the Cresar with the relics of his 
captive army. t The hopes of safety subdue(l the firmness of the 
Romans; the emperor was compelled, by the advice of his conn
cil, and the cries of the soldiers, to embrace the otIer of peace; t 
and the prrefect Sallust was immediately sent, with the general . 
Arinthreus to understand the pleasure of the Great King. -. The 
crafty Persian delayed, under various pretences, the conclusion of 
the agreement; started difficulties, required explanati0ns, sug. 
gested expedients, receded from his concessions, increased his de
mands, and wasted four days in the arts of negotiation; till he 
had consumed the stock of provisions which yet remained in the 
camp of the Romans. Had Jovian been capable of executing a 
bold and prudent measure, he would have continued his march, 
with unremitting diligence; the progress of the treaty would have 
suspended the attacks of the barbarians; and, before the expira
tion of the fourth day, he might have safely reached the frui~ful 
province of Corduene, at the distance only of one hundred miles. 110 

The irresolute emperor, instead of breaking through the toils of 
the enemy, expected his fate with patient resignation; and ac~ 

* He is called Junius by John Malals; the same, M. St. Martin conjectnres, witb 
a satrap of Gordyene named Joviauus, or Jovinianu8; mentioned in Ammianus 
Matcl'llinus, xviii. 6.-M. 

t Tile Penlian historians couch the message o~ Shah-pour in these Oriental terms. 
"I have reassembled my numerOU8 army. I am resolved to revenge my subjects
who have beeu plllnder~d, made captIVes, and slain. It is for this that I have bared 
my arm, and girded my loins. If you consent to pay the price of the blood which 
has been shed, to deliver ul? the booty which has been plundered, and to restore 
the city of Nisibis, which is III Irak, aud belongs to our empire, though now in your
possel"sion, I will sheath the sword of war; but should you refuse these terms, the 
hoofs of my horse, which are hard as steel, shall efface the name of the Romans 
from the earth; and my glorious cimeter, that destroys like fire, shall exterminate 
the peoQle of your empIre." These authorities do not mention the death of Julian. 
Malcolni's Persh, i. 87.-M. 

:j: 1'he Paschal chronicle, not as M. St. Martin says, supported by John Malala, 
places the mi8~lOn of this ambassador before the death of Julian. The kin'" of 
Persia was then in Persarmenia, ignorant of the death ot Julian; he only arrive'a at 
the army subsequent to that event. St. Martin adopts thi8 view, and finds or extorts 
eupport for it, from Libanius and AmmianuB, iii. 158.-M. 
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cepted the humiliating conditions of peace, which it was no 
longer in his power to refuse. The five provinces beyond the 
Tigris, which had been ceded by the grandfather of Sapor, were 
restored to the Persian monarchy. He acquired, by a single arti
cle, the impregnable city of Nisibis: which had sustained, in 
three successive sieges, the effort of his arms. Singara, and the 
castle of the :Moors, one of the strongest places of l\'[esopotamia, 
were likewise dismembered from the empire. It was considered 
as an indulgence, that the inhabitants of th()se fortresses were 
permitted to retire with their effects; but the conqueror rigor
ously insisted, that the Romans should forever abandon the king 
and kingdom of .Armenia. * A peace, or rather a long truce, of 
thirty years, was stipulated between the ·hostile nations; the faith 
of the treaty was ratified by solemn· oaths and religious ceremo
nics; and hostages of distinguished rank were reciprocally deliv
ered to secure the performance of the conditions. 111 

The sophist of Antioch, who saw with indignation the sceptre 
of his hero in the feeble hand of a Christian successor, professes to 
admire the moderation of Sapor, in contenting himself with so 
small a portion of the Roman empire. If he had stretched as far 
as the Euphrates the claims of his ambition, he might have been 
secure, says Libanius, of not meeting with a refusal. If he had 
fixed, as the boundary of Persia, the Orontes, the Cydnus, the 
Sangarius, or even the Thracian Bosphorus, fiatterets would not 
have been wanting in the court of Jovian to convince the"timid 
monarch, that his remaining provinces would still afford the most 
ample gratifications of power and luxury. m Without adopting in 
its full force this malicious insinuation, we must acknowledge, 
that the conclusion of so ignominious a treaty was facilitated by . 
the private ambition of Jovian. '1'he obscure domestic, exalted to 
the throne by fortune, rather than by merit, was impatient to 
escape from the hands of the Persians, that he might prevent the 
designs of Procopius, who commanded the army of l\lesopotamia, 
and establish his doubtful reign over the legions and provinces 
which were still ignorant of the hasty and tumultuous choice of 
the camp beyond the Tigris. U3 In the neighborhood of the same 
river, at no very considerable distance from the fatal station of 
Dura,IH the ten thousand Greeks, without generals, or guides, or 
provisions, were abanduned, above twelve hundred miles from 
their native country, to the resentment of a victorious monarch. 
The difference of their conduct and success depended much more 

• Sapor ,availed himself a few years after, of the dissolution of the allianct! 
between tbe Romans and tr1e ArmeDiaDs. See St. M. iii. 163.-M. 
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on their character than on their situation. Instead of tamely re, 
signing themselves to the secret deliberations and private views of 
a single person, the united councils of the Greeks were inspired 
by the generous enthusiasm of a popular assembly j where the 
mind of each citizen is filled with the love of glory, the pride of 
freedom, and the contempt of death. Conscious of their superi
ority over the barbarians in arms and discipline, they disdained 
to yield, they refused to capitulate: every obshl.cle was surmount
ed by their pationce, courage, and military skill; and the memor
able retreat of the ten thousand exposed and insulted the weak
ness of the Persian monarchy. 110 

'As the price of his disgraceful concessions, the emperor might 
perhaps have stipulated, that the camp of the hungry Romans 
should be plentifully supplied; 116 and that they should be permit
ted to pass the Tigris on the bridge which was constructed by the 
hands of the Persians. But, if Jovian presumed to solicit those 
equitable terms, they were sternly -refused by the haughty tyrant 
of the East, whose clemency had pardoned the invaders of his 
country. The Saracens sometimes intercepted the stragglers of 
the march; but the generals and troops of SapoI' respected the 
cess!ltion of arms; and. Jovian was suffered to explore the most 
convenient place for the passage of the river. The small vessels, 
which had been saved from the conflagration of the fleet, per
formed the' most essential service. They first conveyed the em
peror and his favorites; and afterwards transported, in many suc
cessive voyages, a great part of the army. But, as every man was 
anxious for his personal safety, and apprehensive of being left un 
the hostIle shore, the soldiers, who were too impatient to wait the 
slow returns of the boats, l>oldly ventured themselves on light 
hurdles, or inflated skins; and, drawing ufter them their horses, 
attempted, with various success, to swim across the river. 1\'lany 
of these daring adventurers were swallowed by the waves; many 
others, who were carried along by the violence of the stream, fell 
an easy prey to the avarice or cruelty of the wild Arabs: and the 
loss which the army sustained in the passage of the Tigris, was 
not inferior to tile carnage of a dcty of battle. As soon as the Ro
mans were landeu on the western bank, tbey were delivered from 
the hostile pursuit of the barbarians; but, in a laborious march of 
two hundred miles over the plains of Mesopotamia, they endured 
the last extremities of thirst ancl hunger. They were obliged to 
traverse the sandy desert, which, in the extent of seventy miles, 
did not afford a single blade of sweet grass, nor a single sprin~ of 
fresh water; and the rest of the inhospitable waste was untroa. by 
the footsteps either of friends or enemies. Whenever a small 
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measure of flour could be discovered in the camp, twenty pounds 
weight were greedily purchased with ten pieces of gold: 117 the 
beasts of burden were slaughtered and devoured; and the desert 
was strewed with the arms and baggage of the Roman soldiers, 
whose tattered garments and meagre countenances displayed their 
past sufferings and actual misery. A small convoy of provisions 
advunced to meet the army as far as the castle of 1;r; and the 
supply was the more grateful, since it declared the fiuelity of 
Sebastian and Procopius. At Thilsaphata, ll~ the emperor most 
graciously received{he generals of Mesopotamia; and the remains 
of a once flourishing army at length reposed themselves under the 
walls of Nisibis. The messengers of Jovian had already pro· 
claimed, in the lauguage of fiattery, his election, his treaty, and. 
his return; and the new prince had ta!~en the most effectual meas ... 
ures to secure the allegiance of the armles and provinces of Europe, 
by placing the military command in the hands of those officers, 
who, froID motives of interest, or inclination, would firmly sup
port the cause of their benefactor. 1111 

,The friends of Julian had confidently announced the success of 
his expedition. They entertained a fond persuasion that the tem
ples of the gods would be enriched with the spoils of the East; 
that Persia would be reduced to the humble state of a tributary 
province, governed by the h1WS and magistrates of Rome; that 
the barbarians would adopt the dress, and manners, and language 
of their conquerors; and that the youth of Ecbatana and Susa 
would study the art of rhetoric under Grecia.n masters. I~O The 
progress of the arms of Julian interrupted his communication with 
the empire; and, from the moment that he passed the Tigris, his 
affectionate subjects were ignorant of the fate and fortu.nes of 
their prince. Their contemplation of fancied triumphs was dis
tm'bed by the melancholy rumor. of his death; and they persisted 
to doubt, after they could no longer deny, the truth of that fatal 
event. 121 The messengers of Jovian promulgated the specious tale 
of a prudent and necessary peace : the voice of fame, louder and 
more sincere, revealed the disgrace of the emperor, and the condi
tions of the ignominious treat.y. The minds of the people were 
filleu with astonishment and grief, with indignation and terror, 
when they were informed, that the unworthy successor of Juliall 
relinquished the five pro~inces which had been acquired "by the 
victory of Galerius; and that he shamefully surrendered to the 
barbarians the important city of Nisibis. the firmest bulwark of 
the provinces of the East. 122 The deep and dangerous question, 
how far the public faith should be observed, when it becomes in
compatible with the public safety, was freely agitated in popular 
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conversation; and some hopes were entertained that the emperor 
would redeem his pusillanimous behavior by a splendid act of 
patriotic perfidy. The inflexible spirit of the Roman senate had 
always disclaimed the unequal conditions which were extort~d 
from the distress of their captive armies; and, if it were neces
sary to satisfy the national honor, by delivering the guilty general 
into the hands of the barbarians, the greatest part of the subjects 
of Jovian wonld have cheerfully acquiesced in the precedent of 
ancient times. 123 

But the emperor, whatever might be the lilJlits of his constitu
tional authority, was the absolute master of the laws and arms of 
the state; and the same motives which had forced him to sub
scribe, now pressed him to execute, the treaty of peace. He was 
impatient to secure an empire at the expense of a few provinces; 
and the respectable names of religion and honor concealed the 
personal fears and amoition of J ovian. Notwithstanding the 
dutiful solicitations of the inhabitants, decency. as well as pru
dence, forbade the emperor to lodge in the palace of Nisibis: but 
the next morning after his arrival, Bineses, the ambassador of Per
sia, enter-ed the place, d;splayed from the citadel the standard of 
the Great King, and proclaimed, in his name, the cruel ~lternative of 
exile or servitude. The principal citizens of Nisibis, wh<" till that 
fatal mo~ent, had confided in the protection of their sovereign, 
threw themselves at his feet. They conjured him not to abandon, 
or, at least, not to deliver, a faithful colony to the rage of a bar.. 
barian tyrant, exasperated by the three successive defeats which 
he had experienced under the walls of Nisibis. They still pos
sessed arms and courage to repel the invaders of their country : 
they requested only the permission of using them in their own de
fence; and, as soon as they had asserted their independence, they 
should implore the favor of being again admitted into the ranks 
of his subjects. Their arguments, their eloquence, their tears, 
were ineffectual. Jovian alleged, with some confusion, the sanc
tity of oaths; and, as the reluctance with which he accepted the 
present of a crown of gold, convinced the citizens of their hope
less condition, the advocate Sylvanus was provoked to exclaim, 
" 0 emperor! may you thus be crowned by all the cities of your 
dominions I" Jovian, who in a few weeks had assumed the hab
its of'ft. prince,124 was displeased with freedom, and offended with 
truth: and as he reasonably supposed, that the discontent of the 
people might incline them to submit to the Persian government, 
he published an edict, under pain of death, that they should leave 
the city within the term of· three days. Ammianus has delineated 
in lively colors the scene of universal despair, which he seems to 
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have viewed with an eye of compassion. 12 r. The martial youth 
deserted, with indignant grief, the walls which they had so glo
riously defended : the dIsconsolate mournt::r dropped ,a last tear 
over the tomb of a son or husband, which must soon be profaned 
l>~ the rude hand of a barbarian master j and the aged citizen 
kis~ed the threshold, and clung to the doors, of the house where 
he had passed the cheerful and careless hours of infancy.' The 
hIghways were crowded with a trembling multitude: the distinc! 
tions of nmk, and sex, and age, were lost in the general calamity. 
Everyone strove to bear awa.y some fragment from the wreck of 
his fortunes; and as they could not command the immediate ser
vice of all adequate number of horses or wagons, they were 
obliged to leave behind them the greatest part of their valuable 
effects. The savage insensibility of Jovian appears to have 8/!gra
vatcd the hardships of these unha.ppy fugitives. They were 
seated, however, in a new-built quarter of Amida; and that rising 
city, with the re-enforcement of a -very considerable colony, soon 
recovered its former splendor, and became the capital of 1\1eso
potamia.126 Similar urders were despatched by the emp,eror for 
the evacuation of Singara and the castle of the Moors; and for the 
restitution of the five provinces beyond the Tigris. Sapor en
joyed the glory and the,fruits of 11is victory; and this ignomin
ious peace has justly been considered as a memorable rera in the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. The predecessors of 
Jovian had sometimes relinquished the dominion of distant and 
unprofitable provinces; but, since the foundation of the city, the 
genius of Rome, the god Terminus, who guarded the boundaries 
of the republic, had never retired before the sword of a victorious 
enemy. 121 

After Jovian had performed those engagements, which the 
voice of his people might have tempted him to violate, he 
hastened away from the scene of his disgrace, and proceeded 
with his whole court to enjoy the luxury of Antioch.128 Wit1lOut 
consulting the dictates of religious zeal, he was prompted, by 
hutnanity and gratitude, to bestow the last honors on the remains 
of his deceased sovereign: 129 and Procopius, who sincerely be
wailed the loss of his -kinsman, was removed from the command 
of the army, under the decent pretence of conducting the funeral. 
'rhe corpse of Julian was transported from Nisibis to Tarsus, in a 
slow march of fifteen days i and, as it passed through the citit::s of 
the East, was saluted by the hostile factions, with mournful 
lamentations and clamorous insults. The Pagans already placed 
their beloved hero in the rank of those gods whose worship he had 
restored; while the invectiVis of the Christians pursued the soul 

http:compassion.12
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of the Apostate to, hell, and his body to the grave. 130 One party 
lamented the approaching ruin of their altars j the other cele
brated the marvellous deliverance of the church. The. Christians 
applauded, in lofty and ambiguous strains, the stroke of divine 
vengeance, which had been so long suspended over the guilty 
head of .Julian. They acknowledge, that the death of the tyrallt, 
~\t the .instant he expired beyond the Tigris, was revealed to the 
saints of Egypt, Syria, and Cappadocia ; 131 and instead of suffer
mg him to fall by the Persian darts, their indiscretion ascribed 
the heroic deed to the obscure hand of some mortal or immortal 
champIOn of'the faith. 132 , Such imprudent declarations were 
eagerly adopted by the malice, or credulity, of their adversa
ries ; 133 who darkly insinuated, or confidently asserted, that the 
governors of the church had instigated and directed the fanaticism 
of a domestic assassin. 134 Above sixteen years after the death of 
Julian, the charge was solemnly and vehemently urged, in a pub
Hc oration, addressed by Libanius to the emperor Theodosius. 
His suspicions are unsnpported by fact or argument; and we can 
only esteem the generous zeal of the sophist of Antioch for the 
cold and neglected ashes of his friend.13C> 

It was an ancient custom in the funerals, as well as in the tri
umphs, of the Romans, that the voice of praise should be cor
rected by that of satire and ridicule; and that, in the midst of 
the splendid p:lgeants, which displayed the glory of the living or 
of the dead, their imperfections should not be concealed from the 
eyes of the world.136 This custom. was practised in the funeral of 
Julian. The comedians, who resented his contempt and aversion 
for the theatre, exhibited, with the applause of a Christian audi
ence, the lively and exaggerated representation of the faults and 
follies of the deceased emperor. His various character and singu. 
lar manners afforded an ample scope for pleasantry and ridicule. 1ST 

In the exercise of his uncommon talents, he often "descended be
low the majesty of his rank. Alexander was transformed into 
Diogenes; the philosopher was degraded into a priest. The 
purity of his virtue was sullied by excessive vanity; his supersti
tion disturbed the peace, and endangered the safety, of a mighty 
empire j and his irregular sallies were the less entitled to indul
gence, as they appeared to be the laborious efforts of art, or even 
of affectation. The remains of Julian were interred at Tarsus in 
Omcia; but his stately tomb, which arose in that city, on the 
banl<s of the cold and limpid Cydnus,138 was displeasing to the 
faithful friends, who loved and revered the memory of that extra
ordinary man. The philosopher expressed a very reasonable wish, 
that the disciple of Plato might have reposed amidst the groves of 
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the academy; In while the soldier exclaimed, in bolder accents, 
that the ashes of Julian SllOUld have been mingled with those of 
Cresar, in the field of ~fars, and among the ancient monuments of 
Roman virtue.l4u The history of princes does not very frequently 
renew the example of a similar comp~tition. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

THE GOVERN!IENT A.ND DEATH OF JOVIAN. -ELECTION OF VAL
ENTINIAN, WHO A.SSOCIATES HIS BROTHEU VALENS, AND llAKES 
THE FINAL DIVISION OF THE EASTERN AND WESTERN EMPIRES. 
-REVOLT .OF PRUCOPIUS.-CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL ADMIN
lSTRATION.~ERMANY.-BRITAIN.-AFRICA.-THE EAST.-THE 
DANUBE.-DEA'l'H OF VALENTINIAN.-HIS TWO SONS, ORATIAN 
AND YALEN'l'INIAN II., SUCCEED TO THE WESTERN EMPIRE. 

THE death of Julian had left the public affairs of the empire in 
a very doubtful and dangerous sitruation. The Roman army was 
saved by an inglorious, rerhaps a necessary treaty; 1 and the first 
moments of peace were consecrated by the pious Jovian to restore 
the domestic tranquillity nf the church and state. The indiscre
tion of his predecessor, instead of reconciling, had artfully 
fomented the religious war: and the balance which he affected to 
preserve between the hostile factions, served only to perpetuate 
the contest, by the vicissitudes of hope and fear, by the rival 
claims of ancient possession and actual favor. The Christians had 
forgotten tIle spirit of the gospel; and the Pagans had imbibed 
the spiIit of the church. In private families, the sentiments of 
nature were extinguished by the blind fury of zeal and revenge: 
the majesty of the laws was violated or abused j the cities of the 
East were stained with blood; and the most. implacable enemies 

,of 'the Romans were in the bl)som of their country. Jovian was 
"educated in the profession of Christianity; and as he marched 
from Nisibis to Antioch, the banner of the Cross, the LABARUM of 
Constantine, which was again displayed at the head of the legions, 
announced to the people the faith of their new emperor. As soon 
as he ascended the throne, he transmitted a circular epistle to all 
the gove1'llors of provinces; in which he confessed the divine 
truth, and secured the legal establishment of the Christian relig
ion. The insidious edicts of Julian were abolished; the ecclesias
tical immunities Wfi~e restored and enlarged \ and Jovian cond<:
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sCl.n1dcd to lament, that the distress of the times obliged him to 
diminislf the measure of charitable distributions. 2 The Christians 
were unanimous in the loud. and sincere applause which they be
stowed on the pious successor of Julian. But they were still 
ignorant what creed, or what synod, he would choose for the 
standard of orthodoxy; and the peace of the church immediately 
revived those eager disputes which 'had been suspended during 
the seas9n of persecution. The episcopal leaders of the contend
ing sects, convinced, from experience, how much their fate would 
depend on the earliest impressions that were made on the mind of 
an untutored soldier, hastened to the court of Edessa, or Antioch. 
The highways of the East were crowded with Homoousian, and 
Arian, and Semi-Arian, and Eunomian bishops, who struggled to 
outstrip each other in the holy race: the apartments of the palace 
resounded with their clamors; and the ears of t.he prince were as
saulted, and perhaps astonished, py the singular mixture Of meta
physical argument and passionate invective. 3 The moderation of 
Jovian, who recommended concord and charity, and referred the 
disputants to the sentence of a future council, was interpreted as 
a symptom of indifference: but his attachment to the Nicenel 
creed was at length discovered and declared, by the reverence 
which he expressed for the celestial· virtues of the great Athana
sius. The intrepid veteran of 'the faith, at the age of seventy, 
had issued from his retreat on the first intelligence of the tyrant's 
death. The acclamations of the people seated him once morp on 
the archiepiscopal throne ;- and he wisely accepted, or anticipated, 
the invitation of Jovian. The venerable figure of Athanasius, his 
calm courage, and insinuating eloquenc'e, sustained the reputation 
which he had already acquired in the courts of four successive 
princes. 6 As soon as he had gahwd the confidence, and secured 
the faith, of the Christian emperor, he returned in triumph to his 
diocese, and continued, with mature counsels and undiminished 
vigor, to direct, ten years longer,6 the ecclesiastical government 
of Alexandria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. Before his de
parture from Antioch, he assured Jovian that his orthodox devo
tion would be rewarded with a long and peaceful reign. .-\.thana
sius had reason to hope, that he should be allowed either the 
merit of a successful prediction, or the excuse of a grateful thougb. 
ineffectual prayer. T 

The slightest force, when it is applied to assist and guide the 
natural descent of its object, operates with irresistible weight; 
and Jovian had the good fortune to embrace the religious opinions 
which were supported by the spirit of the times, and the zeal and 
numbers of the mQst powerful sect. 8 Under his reign, Christiane 
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ity obtained an easy and lasting victory; and as soon as the smile 
of royal patronage was withdrawn, the genius of Paganism, 
which had been fondly raised and cherished by the arts of Julian, 
sunk irrecoverably in the dust. Iil many cities, the temples were 
shut or deserted: the philosophers, who had abused their tran
sient favor, thought it prudent to shave.their beards, and disguise 
their profession j and the Christians rejoiced, that they'were now 
in a condition to forgive, or to revenge, the injuries which they 
had suffered under the preceding reign. 9 The consternation of 
the Pagan world was dispelled by a wise and gracious edict of 
toleration j in which Jovian explicitly declared, that although he 
should severely punish the sacrilegious rites of magic, his subjects 
might exercise, with freedom and safety, the ceremonies of the 
allcient worship. The memory of this law has been preserved by 
the orator Themistius, who was, deputed by the senate of Con
stantinople to express their loyal devotion for the new- emperor. 
Themistius expatiates on the clemency of tIle Divine Nature, the 
facility of human error, the rights of conscience, and the inde
pendence of the mind; and, with some eloquence, inculcates the 
principles of philosophical toleration; whose aid Superstition 
herself, in the hour of her distress, is not ashamed to implore. He 
justly observes, that in the recent changes, 'both -religions 'had 
been alternately disgraced by the seeming acquisition of worthless 
proselytes, of those votaries of the reigning purple, who could 
pass, without a reason, and without a blush, from the church to 
the temple, and from the altars of Jupiter to the sacred table of 
the Christians. 10 

In the space of seven months, the Roman troops, who were now 
returned to Antioch, had performed a march of fifteen hundred 
miles; in which they had endured all the hardships of war, of 
famine, and of climate. Notwithstanding their services, their. 
fatigues, and the approach of winter, the timid and impatient 
Jovian allowed only, to the men and horses, a respite of six 
weeks. The emperor could not sustain the indiscreet and mali
dous raillery of the people of Antioch.ll He was impatient to pos
sess the palace of Constantinople; and to prevent the ambition of 
some competitor, who might occupy the vacant allegiance of Eu
rope. But he soon received the grateful intelligence, that his 
authority was acknowledged from the Thracian Bosphorus to the 
Atlantic Ocean. By the first letters which he despatched from the 
camp of Mesopotamia. lIe had delegated the military command of 
Gaul and Illyricum to ~Iabdch, a brave and faithful officer of the 
natinn of the Franks; and to his father-in-law, Count Lucillian, 
who had formerly distinguished his courage and conduct in the 

http:Antioch.ll
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defence of Nisibis. Maln.rich had declined an office to which he 
thought himself unequal; and Lucillian was massacred at Rheims, 
in an accidental mutiny of the Batavian cohorts. I~ But the moder
ation of Jovinus, master-general of the cavalry, who forgave the 
intention of his disgrace, soon appeased the tumult, and con
firmed the uncertain minds of the soldiers. The oath of fidelity 
was administered and taken, with loyal aj:!clamations j and the 
deputies of the Western armies 13 saluted their new sovereign as 
he descended from l\Iount Taurus to the city of Tyann. in Cappa
docia. From Tyana he continued his hasty march to Ancyra, 
capital of the province of Galatia; where Jovian assumed, with 
his infant son, the nanie and ensigns of the consulship.14 Dadas
tana, 111 an obscure town, almost at an equal distance between 
Ancyra and Nice, was marked for the fatal term of his journey 
and his life. After indulging himself with a plentiful, perhaps 
an intemperate, supper, he retired, to rest j and the next morning 
the emperor Jovian was found dead in his bed. The cause of this 
sudden death was variously understood. By some it was ascribed 
to the consequences of an indigestion, occasioned either by the 
quantity of the wine or the quality of the mushrooms, which he 
had swallowed in. tho evening. According to others, he was 
suffocated in his sleep by the vapor of charcoal, which extracted 
from the walls of the apartment the ull\vholesome moisture of the 
fresh plaster. 18 But the want of a regular inquiry into the death 
of a prince, whose reign and person were soon forgotten, appears 
to have been the only circumstance which countenanced the mali
cious whispers of poison and domestic guilt. l1 The body of· 
Jovian was sent to Constantinople, to be interred with his prede
cessors, and the sad procession was met on the road by his wife 
Charito, the daughter of Count Lucil!ian j who still wept the recent 
death of her father, and was hastening to dry her tears in the em
braces of an Imperial- husband. Her disappointment and grief 
were imhittered by the anxiety of maternal tenilerness. Six weeks 
before the death of Jovian, his infant son had b_een placed in the 
curule chair, adorned with the title of Nooilissimus, and the vain 
ensigns of the consulship. Unconscious of his fortune, the royal 
youth, who, from his grandfather, assumed the name of Varro
niilD, was reminded only by the jealousy of the government, that 
he was. the son of an emperor. Sixteen years afterwards he was 
stili tl.live, but he had already been deprived of an eye; and his 
afflicted mother expected every hour, that the innocent victim 
would be torn from her arms, to appease, with his blood, the aus' 
picions of the reigning prince. 18 

After the death of Jovian, the throne of the Roman world re 
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mained ten days 19 without a master. TIle ministers and generals 
still continued to meet in council; to exercise their respective 
functions; to maintain the public order; and peaceably to con
duct the army to the city of Nice in Bithynia, which was chosen 
for the place of the election. 20 In a solemn assembly of the civil 
and military powers of the empire, the diadem was again unani. 
mously offered to the prrofect Sallust. He enjoyed the glory of a 
second refusal; and when the virtues of the father were aiIeged 
in favor of his son, the prrefect, with the firmness of a disinter
ested patriot, declared to the electors, that the feeble age of the 
one, and the unexperienced youth of the other, were equally in
capable of the laborious duties of government. Several candi
dates were proposed; and, after weighing the objections of char
acter or situation, they wore successively rejected; but, as soon 
as the name of Valentinian was pronounced, the merit of that offi
cer united the suffrages of the whole assembly, and. obtained the 
sincere approbation of Sallust himself. Valentinian 21 was the son 
of Count Gratian, a native of Cibalis, in Pannonia, who from an 
ohscure condition had raised' himself, by matchless strength and 
dexterity, to the military commands of Africa and Britl!lin; from 
which he retired with an ample fortune and suspicious integrity. 
The rank and services of Gratian contributed, however, to smooth 
the first steps of the promotion of .his son; and afforded him an 
early opportunity of displaying those solid and useful qualifica
tions, which raised his character above the ordinary level of his 
fellow-soldiel·s. The person of Valentinian was tall, graceful, and 
majestic. His manly countenance, deeply marked with the im
pression of sense and spirit, inspired his friends with awe, and his 
enemies with fear; and, to second the efforts of his undaunted 
courage, the son of Gratian had inherited the advantages of a 
strong and healtl1Y constitution: By the habits of .chastity and 
temperance, which restrain the appetites and invigorate the facul
ties, Valentinian preserved his own and the public esteem. The 
avocations of a military life had 'diverted his youth from the ele
gant pursuits of literature; * he was ignorant of the Greek lan
guage, and the arts of rhetoric; but as the mind of the orator was 
never disconcerted by timid perplexity, he was able, as often as 
the occasion prompted him, to deliver his decided sentiments with 
bold and ready elocution. The laws of martial discipline were 
the only laws that he had studied; and he was soon distinguished 
by the laborious diligence, and infbxible severity, with which he 

'" According to Ammianus, he wrote ele~anlly, and was I'kilwd in painting and 
JDoddlillg. 8cribens dccore, venust4Sque pingeuB et fingcDs. xu.7.-ld.. 
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'discharged anrl enforced the duties of the camp. In the time of 
Julian he provoked the danger of-disgrace, by the contempt which 
he publicly expressed for the reigning religion; 22 and it should 
seem, from his subsequent conduct, that the indiscreet and unsea
sonable freedom of Valentinian was the effect of military spirit, 
rather than of Ohristian zeal. . He was pardoned, however, and 
still employed by-a prince who esteemed hiG merit,23 and in the 
various events of the Persian war, ,he improved the repuh.tion 
which he had already acquired on the banks of the Rhine. The 
celerity and success with which he executed an important com
mission, recommended him, to the favor of Jovian; and to the 
honorable command of the second 8chool, or company, of Target
iers, of the domestic guards. In the march from Antioch, he had 
reached his quarters at Ancyra, when he was unexpectedly suru
moned, without guilt and without intrigue, to assume, in the 
forty-third year of his age, the absolute government of the Roman 
empire. 

'rhe invitation of the ministers and generals at Nice was of lit
tle moment, unless it were confirmed by the voice of the army. 
The aged Sallust, who had long observed the irregular fluctua
tions of popular assemblies, proposed, under pain of death, tha~ 
none of those persons, whose rank in the service might excite a 
party in their favor, should appear in public on the day of the 
inauguration. Yet such was the prevalence of ancient supersti
tion, that-a whole day was voluntarily added to this dangerous in
terval, b3cause it happened to be the intercalation of the Bissex
tile. U At length, when the hour was supposed to be propitious, 
Valentinian showed himself from a lofty tribunal; the judicious 
choice was applauded; and the new prince was solemnly invested 
with the diadem and the purple, amidst the acclamation of the 
troops, who were disposed in martial order round the tribunal. 
But when he stretched forth his hand to address the armed multi
tude,. a basy whisper was accidentally started in the ranks, and 
insensibly swelled into a loud and imperious clamor, that he 
should name, without delay, a colleague in the empire. The in
trepid calmness of Valentinian obtained silence, and commanded 
respect; and he thus addressed the assembly : .1 A fcw minutes 
since it was in your power, fellow-soldiers, to have left me in the 
obscurity of a private station. Judging, from the testimony of 
my past life, that I deserved to reign, you have placed me on the 
throne. It is now my duty to consult the safety and interest of 
the republic. The weight of the universe is undoubtedly too 
great for the hands of a feeble mortal. I am conscious of the 
limits of my abilities, and the uncertainty of my life; and far 
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from declining, I am anxious to solicit, the assistance of nworthy 
colleague. But, where discord may be fatal, the choice of a faith
ful friend requires mature and serious deliberation. That delib
eration I:Iha11 be my care. Let your conduct be dutiful and consis
tent. Hetire to your quarters, refresh your minds and bodies; 
and expect the accustomed donative on the accession of a new 
emperor." ~~ The astonished troops, with a mixture of pride, of 
satisfactio~ and o~ terror, confessed the voice of their mnster. 
Their angry clamors subsided into silent reverence; and Valcn
tinian, encompassed with the eagles of the legions, and the various 

-banners of the cavalry and infantry, was conducted, in warlike 
pomp, to the palace of Nice. As he was sensible, however, of the 
importance of preventing some rash declaration of the soldiers, 
he consulted the assembly of the chiefs; and their real Eentiments 
were concisely expressed by the generous freedom of Dagala\phus. 
" Most excellent prince," said that officer, "if you consider only 
your family, you have a brother; if you love the republic, look round 
for the most deserving of the Romans. "26 The emperor, who sup
pressed his displeasure, without altering Ilis intention, slowly pro
ceeded from Nice to Nicomedia and Constantinople. In one of 
the subutbs of that capital,27 thirty days after his own elevation, 
he bestowed the title of Augustus on his brother Valens ; * and 
as the boldest patriots were convinced, that their opposition, 
witllllut being serviceable to their country, would be fatal to them
selves, the declaration of his absolute will was received with silent 
submission. Valens was now in the thirty-sixth year of his age; 
but his abilities had never been exercised in any employment, 
military or civil;' and his character had not inspired the world 
with any sanguine expectations. He possessed, however, one 
quality, which recommended him to Valentinian, and preserved 
the domestic peuce of the empire; devout and grateful attach
ment to his benefactor, whose superiority of genius, as well as of 
authority, Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in every 
action of his life. 28 

Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he reformed the ad~ 
ministration of the empire. All ranks of subjects, who had peen 
injured or oppressed under the reign of Julian, were invited to 
support their public accusations. The silence of mankind attested 
the spotless integrity of the prrefect Sallust ; 29 and his own press
ing solicitations, that he might be permitted to retire from the 

* Symmachus praises the liberality or Valentininn in raising his brother at once 
to the rank of AU~ustU8, not training him through the I:llow and }>rubalion:uy degree 
of C:llsar. Exliml animi vices munerum pllrtillutur, tua libl'raltta8 deslderlis nihil 
rcJiquit. Sym~. Orat. p. 7, edit Niebuhr, Berlia, 131u, r~llfl:ltell II'Jw. .l'.lui.-M. 
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business' of the state, were rejected by V u.lentinian with the most 
honorable expressions of friendship and esteem. But among the 
favorites of the late emperor, there were many who had abused 
his credulity or superstition; and who could no longer hope to 
be protected either by favor or justice. so The greater part of th3 
ministers of the palace, and the governors of the provinces, were 
removed from their respective stations; yet the eminent merit of 
some officers was distingtlished from the obn,)xious <;,rowd; and, 
notwithstanding the opposite clamors of zeal and resentment, the 
whole proceedings of this delicate inquiry appear to have be€n 
conducted with a reasonable shfire of wisdom and moderation. 31 

The festivity of a new reign received a short find suspicious inter
ruption from the sudden illness of the two princes; but as soon as 
their health was restored, they left Constantinople in the begin
ning: of the spring. In the castle, or palace, of Mediuull, only 
three 'miles from Naissus, they executed the solemn and final 
division of the Roman empire. n Valentinian bestowed on his 
brother the rich prrefecturc of the East, from the Lower Danube 
to the' confines of Persia; whilst he reserved for his immediate 
government the warlike * prrefectures of Illyricum, Italy, and 
Gaul, from the extremity of Greece to the Caledoniari rampart, 
and from the rampart of Caledonia to the foot of :Mount Atlas. 
The provincial administration remained on its former basis; but a 
double supply of generals and magistrates was required for two 
councils, and two courts: the division was made with a just re
gard to their pe~uliar merit and situation, and seven master-gen
erals were soon created, either of the cavalry or infantry. 'When 
this important business had been amicably transacted, Valentinian 
and Valens embraced for the last time. The emperor of the West 
established his temporary residence at Mihlll; and the emperor of 
the East returned to Constantinople, to assume the dominion of 
fifty provinces, of whose l\1nguage he was totally ignorant. sa 

The tranquillity of the East was soon disturbed by rebellion; 
and the throne of Valens was threatened by the daring attempts 
of u. rival, whose affinity to the emperor Julian S4 was his sole 
merit, and had been his only crime. Procopius had been hastily 
promoted from the obscure stat.ion of a trihune, and a notary, to 
the joint command of the army of Mesopotamia; the public opin
ion already named him as the successor of a prince who was des
titute of natural heirs; and a vain rumor was propagated by his 
fdends, or his enemies, that Julian, before the altar of the }Ioon 

.. lpee supra Impacati Rbensi E'emiharbaras ripas I'8ptlm veiilla constltuens 
• • . Princeps creatUl:l ad difficilcm militiam revertisti. Symm. Orat. 81.-M. 
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at Carrbro, had privately invested Procopius with the Imnerial 
purple. 3~ He endeavored, by his dutiful and submissive behav
ior, to disarm the jealousy of Jovian; resigned, without a COIl

test, his military command; and retired, with his wife and family, 
to cultivute the ample patrimony which he possessed in the prov
ince ~f Cappadocia. These useful and innocent occupations were 
interrupted by the appearance of an officer with a band of sol
diers, who, in the name of his new so~ereigns, Valentinian and 
Valens, was despatched to conduct the unfortunate Procopius 
either to a perpetual prison or an ignominious death. His pres
ence of mind procured him a longer respite, and a more splendid 
fate. Without presuming to dispute the royal mandate, he re
quested the indulgence of a few moments, to embrace his weeping 
.fumily; and while the vigilance of his guards was relaxed by a 
plentiful entertainment, he dexterously escaped .to the sea-coast of 
the Euxine, from whence lIe passed over to the country of Bospho
rus. In tl13t sequestered region he remained many months, ex
posed to the hardships of exile, of solitude, and of want; his 
melancholy temper brooding over his misfortunes, and his mind 
agitated by the just apprehension, that, if any accident should 
discover his name, the faithless barbarians would violate, without 
much scruple, the laws of hospitality. In a moment of impa.. 
tience and despair, Procopius cmbarkec1 in a merchant vessel, 
which made sail for Constantinople; and boldly aspired to the 
rank of a sovereign, because he was not allowed to enjoy the secu
rityof a subject. At first he lurked in the villages of Bithynia, 
continually changing" his habitation and his disguise. 36 By 
degrees he ventured into the capital, trusted his life and fortune to 
the fidelity of two friends, a senator and a eunuch, and conceived 
some hopes of success, from the intelligence which he obtained of 
the actual state of public affairs. The body of the people was in
fected with a spirit of discontent: they regretted the justice and 
the abilities of Sallust, who had been imprudently dismissed from 
the prrefecture of the East. They despised the character of Va
lens, which was rude without vigor, and feeble without mildness. 
'1'hey dreaded the influence of his -father-in-law, the patrician 
Petronius, a cruel and rapacious minister, who rigorously exacted 
all the arrears of tribute that might remain unpaid since the reigu 
of the emperor Aurelian. The circu!llstances were propitiou.s to 
the designs of a usurper. The hostIle measures of the PerSIan, 
required the presence of VulenM in Syria: from the Danube to th, 
EuphrateR the troops were in motion; and the capital was occa
sionally filled with the soldiers who passed or repmlsed the ~hra
cian BObphorus. TWQ cohorts of Gauls were persuaded to listen 

RE. H.-6 
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to the secret proposals of the conspirators; which were recom· 
mended by the promise of a liberal donative; and, as they still 
revered the memory of Julian, they easily consented to support 
the hereditary claim of his proscribed kinsman. At the dawn of 
day they were drawn up near the baths of Anastasia; and Proco· 
pius, clothed in a purple garment, more suitable to a player. than 
to a monarch, appeared, as if he rose from the dead, in the midst 
of Constantinople. The soldiers, who were prepared for his recep
tion, saluted their trembling prince with shouts of joy and vows 
of fidelity. Their numbers were soon increased by a sturdy band 
of peasants, collected from the adjacent country; and Procopius, 
shielded by the arms of his adherents, was successively conducted 
to the tribunnl, the senate, and the palace. During the first mo
ments of his tumultuous reign, he was astonished and terrified by 
the gloomy silence of the' peuple; who were either ignorant of the 
cause, or apprehensive of the event. But his military strength 
was superior to any actual resistance: the malcontents flocked to 
the standard of rebellion; the poor were excited by the hopes, 
and the rich were intimidated by the fear, of a general pillage; 
and the obstinate credulity of the multitude was once more de
ceived by the promised advantages of a revolution. The magi&
trates were seized; the prisons and arsenals broke open; the 
gates, and the entrance of the harbor, were diligently occupied; 
and, in a few hours, Procopius became the absolute, though pre· 
carious, master of the Imperial city. * The usurper improved thia 
unexpected success with some degree of courage and dexterity. 
He artfully propagated the rumors and opinions the most favora· 
ble to his mterest; while he deluded tbe populace by giving 
audience to the frequent, but imaginary, ambassadors of distant 
nations. The large bodies of troops stationed in the cities of 
Thrace and the fortresses of the Lower Danube, were gradually 
involved in the guilt of rebellion: and the Gothic princes con
sented to supply the sovereign of Constantinople with the formida
ble strength of several thousand auxiliaries. His generals passed .. 
the Bosphorus, and subdued, without an effort, the unarmed, but 
wealthy provinces of Bithynia and Asia. After an honorable de
fence, the city and island of Cyzirus yielded to his power; the re
nowned legions of the J ovians and H erculians embraced the cause 

'" It may he suspected, from a fragment of Eun'lpinB, that the heathen and phi. 
lo~ophic party espoused the cause of Procopius. HeracIiuB, the Cynic, a man who 
hl}d been honored by a philosophic cOlltroVCr.-lY with Julian, 8~riking the ground 
\lith his Rtaff, incited him to courage with the line of'lIomer, aA"tp.Or; Et10o'-Zva 
rtr oe "at orptyovCJv tv el1rTJ. Eunapius, ~Iai. p. 267, or in Niebuhr's edition, p. 
73.-M. 
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of the usurper, whom they were ordered to crush; and, as the 
veterans were continually augmented with new levies, he soon ap
peared at the head of ~an army, whose valor, as well as numbers, 
were not unequal to the greatness of the contest. The son of 
Hormisdas,37 a youth of spirit and ability, condescend£d to draw 
his sword against-the lawful emperor of the East; and the Per
sian prince was immediately invested with the ancient and e~tra
ordinary powers of a Roman Proconsul. - The alliance of Faus
tina, the widow of the emperor Constantius, who intrusted her
self and her daughter to the hands of the usurper, added dignity 
and reputation to' his cause. The princess Constantia, who was 
then about five years of age, accompanied, in a litter, the march of 
the aI'my. Sbe was shown to the multitude in the arms of her 
adopted father; and, as often as she passed through the ranks,. 
the tenderness of the soldiers was inflamed into martial fury: 3i 

they recollected the glories of the honse of Constantine, and they 
declared, with loyal acclamation, that they would shed the last 
drop of their blo(>d in the defence of the- roya1 .:-'fant.39 

In the mean while Valentinian was alarmed c.nld perplexed by 
the doubtful intelligence of the revolt of the East.* The difficul
ties of a German war forc~d him to confine his immediate care to 
the safety of his own dominions; and, us every channel of com
munication was stopped or corrupted, he listened, with doubtful 
anxiety, to the rumors which were industriously spread, that the 
defeat and death of Valens had left Procopius sole master of the 
~astern provinces. Valens was not dead: but on the news of the 
rebellion, which he received at Cresarea, he basely despaired of 
his life and fortune; proposed to negotiate with the usurper, and 
discovered his secret mclination to abdicate the Imperial purple. 
The timid monarch was saved from disgrace and ruin by the firm
ness of his ministers, and their abilities soon decided in his favor 
the event of the civil war. In a season of tranquillity, Sallust had 
resigned without a murmur; but as soon as the public safety was 
attacked, he ambitiously solicited the pre-eminence of toil and 
danger; and the restoration of that virtuous minister to the prre
fecture of the East, was the first step which indicated the 1epen
tance of Valens, and.sat.isfied the minds of the people. The reign 
of Procopius was apparently supported b.y I,>0werful armi~s. and 
obedient provinces. But many of the prmcIpal officers, IDlhtary 
as well as civil, had been urged, either by motives of duty or in
terest, to withdraw themselves from the guilty scene; or to watch 

* Symmachns describes his embarrassment. "The Germans are the common 
encllucs of the state, Procopin8 the private foe of the EU1Jl6!ror; his first care 
must be victory, his I>econd nveAge." Symm. Orat. p. ll.-M. 
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the moment of betraying, and deserting, the cause of the usurper. 
Lupicinus advanced by hasty marches, to bring the legions of 
Syria to the aid of Valens. Arinthreus, who, in strength, beauty, 
and valor, excelled all the heroes of the age, attacked with a 
small troop- a superior body of the rebels. When he beheld the 
faces of the soldiers who had served under his banner, he com~ 
manded them, with a loud voice, to seize' and deliver up theh 
pretended leader; and such was the ascendant of his genius, that 
this extraordinary order was instantly obeyed. 40 Arbetio, are, 
spectable veteran of the great Constantine, who had been distin, 
guished by the honors of the consulship, was persuaded to leave 
his retirement, and once more to conduct an army into the field. 
In the heat of action, calmly taking off his helmet, he showed his 
gray haim and venerable countenance; saluted the soldiers of 
Procopius by the endearing names of children and companions, 
and exhorted them no longer to support the desperate cause of a 
contemptible tyrant; but to follow their old commander, who had 
so often led them to honor and victory. In the two engagements 
of Thyatira 41 and Nacolia, the unfortunate' Procopius was de
serted by his troops, who were seduced by the instructions and 
example of their perfidious officers. After 'Janilering some time 
among the woods and mountains of Phrygia, he was betrayed by 
his desponding followers, conducted to the Imperial camp, and 
immediately beheaded. He suffered the ordinary fate of an un
successful usurper; but the acts of cruelty which were exerciE:ed 
by the conqueror, under the forms of legal justice, excited the 
pity and indignation of mankind. 42 

Such indeed are the common and natural fruits of despotism 
and rebellion. But the inquisition into the crime of magic,* 
which, under the reign of the two brothers, was so rigorously 
prosecuted both at Rome and Antioch, was interpreted as the 
fatal symptom, either of the displeasure of Heaven, or of the de
pravity of mankind. 43 Let us not hesitate to indulge a liberal 
pride, that, in the present age, the enli~htened part of Europe bas 
abolished 44 a cruel and odious prejudIce, which reigned in every 
climate of the globe, and adhered to every system of religious 

* This infamous inquisition into sorrery and witchcraft has been of greater infln~ 
ence on human affairs than is commonly suppo-;ed. The persecution against phi
losopher::; and their libraries was carried on with so much fury, that from this time 
(A.D. 374) the names of the Gentile philosophers became almost extinct; and the 
Christian philosophy and religion, particularly in the Eaet, established their as
cendency. I am surprit'ed that Gibbon has not made this observation. Heyne,
Note on Zosimus, 1. iv. 14, p. 637. Besides vast heaps of mannscripts publicly dl}
stroyed throughout the East, men of letters hnrnecl their whole libraries. lest some 
fatnl volume should exp0E'e them to the malice of the informers and the extr.mo 
penalty of the law. Amm. Marc. xxix. l!.-M. 
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opjnions. 4& The nations, and the sects, of the Roman world, ad
mitted with equal credulity, and similar abhorrence, the reality of 
that infernal art,U which was able to control the eternal order of 
the planets, and the voluntary operations of the human mind. 
They dreaded the mysterious power of spells and incantations, of 
potent herbs, and execrable rites; which could extinguish or 
recall life, inflame the passions of the soul, blast the works of crea
tion, and extort from the reluctant dremons the secrets of futurity. 
They believed, with the wildest inconsistency, that this preternat
ural dominion of the air, of earth, and of hell, was exercised, from 
the vilest motives of malice or gain, by some wrinkled hags and 
itinerant sorcerers,-who passed their obscure lives in penury and 
contempt.H The arts of magic were equally condemned by the 
public opinion, and by the laws of Rome; but as they tended to 
gratify the most imperious passions of the heart of man, they were 
continually proscribed, and continually practised. 48 An imaginary 
cause is capable of producing the most serious and mischievous 
effects. The dark predictions of the death of an emperor, or the 
success of a conspiracy, were calculated only to stimulate the 
hopes of ambition, and to dissolve the ties of fidelity j and the in
tentional guilt of magic was aggravated by the actual crimes of 
treason and sacrilege. 411 Such vain tenors disturbed the peace of 
society, and the happiness of individuals; and the harmless flame 
which insensibly melted a waxen image, might derive a powerful 
and pernicious energy from the affrighted fancy of the person 
whom it was maliciously designed to represent. flO From the infu
sion of those herbs, which were supposed to possess a supernatural 
influence, it was an eas,)' step to the use of more substantial poi
son; and the folly of mankind sometimes became the instrument, 
and the mask, of the most atrocious crimes. As soon as the zeal 
of informers was encouraged by the ministers of. Valens and Val
entinian, they could not refuse to listen to another charge, too 
frequently mingled in the scenes of domestic guilt; a charge of a 
softer and less malignant nature, for which the l)ious, though ex
cessive, rigor of Constantine had recently decreed the punishment 
of death. o1 This deadly and incoherent mixture of treason. and 
magic, of poison and adultery, afforded infinite gradations of 
guilt and innocence, of excuse and aggravation, which in these 
proceedings ap'pear to have been confounded by the angry or cor
rupt passions of the judges. They easily discovered, that the de
gree of their industry and discernment was estimated, by the Im
perial court, according to the number of executions that were fur
nished from the respective tribunals. It was not without extreme 
reluctance that they pronounced a sentence of acquittal; but t lwy 
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eagerly admitted snch evidence as was stained with perjury, or 
procured by torture, to prove the most improbable charges against 
the most respectable characters. The progress of the inquiry con· 
tinuaUy opened new subjects of prosecution; the audacious in
former, whose falsehood was detected, retired with impunity; 
but the wretched victim, whu discovered his real or pretended 
accomplices, was seldom permitted to receive the pri~e of his i!l' 
famy. From the extremIty of Italy and A.sia, the young, and the 
aged, were dragged in chains to the tribunals of Rome and A.nti· 
och. Senators, matrons, and philosophers, expired in ignomini. 
ous and cruel tortures. The soldiers, W 110 were appointed to 
guard the prisons, declared. with a murmur pf pity and indigna. 
tlOn, that their numbers wer.e insufficient to oppose the flight, or 
resistance, of the multitude of captives. The wealthiest families 
were ruined by fines and confiscations; the mo!:!t innocent citi
zens trembled for their safety; and we may form some notion of 
the magnitude of the evil, from the extravagant assertion of an 
ancient writer, that in the obnoxious provinces, the prisoners, 
the exiles, and the fugitives, formed the greatest part of the ~n
habitants. 5:1 

When Tacitus describes the deaths of the innocent and illustrious 
Romans, who were sacrificed to the cruelty of the first Cresars, the 
art of the historian, or the merit of the sufferers, excites in our 
breasts the most Iively sensations of terror, of admiration, and of 
pity. The coarse and undistinguishing pencil of Ammi:.mus has 
delineated his bloody figures with tedious and disgusting accuracy. 
But as our attention is no longer engaged by the contrast of free~ 
dom and servitude, of recent grpatness and of actual misery, we 
should turn with horror from the frequent executions, which dis
graced, both at Rome and Antioch, the reign of the two brothers. ~s 
Valens was of a timid,64 and Valentinian of a choleric, dispo3i
jon. 56 An anxious regard to his personal safety was the ruling 
principle of the administration of Valens. In the condition of a 
subject he had kissed, with trembling awe, the hand of the .op
pressor; and when he ascended the throne, he reasonably ex· 
pected, that the same fears, which had subdued his own mind, 
would secure the patient submission of his people. The favor
ites of Valens obtained, by the privilege of rapine and confisca
tion, the wealth which his economy would have refused. 66 They 
urged, with persuasive eloquence, tllat, in all cases of treason, 
suspicion is equival~nt to proof; that the power supposes the in· 
tention of mischief j that the intention is not less criminal than 
the act j and that a subject no longer deserves to live, if his life 
may threaten the safety, or disturb the repose. of his sovereign. 
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The judgment of Vnlentinbn was sometimes deceived, and his 
confidence almsed j but he would have silenced the informers 
with !1 contemptuous smile, had they presumed to alarm his forti
tude by the sound of danger. 'riley praised his inflexible love of 
justice; and in the pursuit of justice the emperor was easily 
tempted to consider clemency as a weakness, and passion as a 
virtue. As long as he wrestled with his equals, in the bold com
petition of an active and ambitious life, Valentmian was seldom 
injured, and never insulted, with impunity: if his prudence was 
arraigned, his spirit was applauded; and the proudest and most 
powerful generals were apprehensive of provoking the resentment 
of a fearless soldier. After he became master of the world, he 
unfortunately forgot, that where no resistance can be made, no 
courage can be exerted; and instead of consulting the dictates of 
reason and magnanimity, he indulged the furious emotions of his 
temper, at a time )vhon they were disgraceful to himself. 
and fatal to the defenceless objects of his displeasure. In tho 
government of his houschold,- or of his cmpire, siight, or even 
imaginary offences-a hasty word, a cilsuul omission, an involun
tary delay-were chastised by- n. sentence of immediate death. 
The expressions which issued the most readily from the mouth of 
the emperor of the West were, " Strike off his head ;" "Burn him 
aHve j" "Let him be beaten with clubs till he expires;" 61 and 
his most favored ministers Roon understood, that by a rash attempt 
to dispute, or suspend, the execution of his sanguinary com
mands, they might involve themselves in the guilt and pumsh
ment of disobedience. The repeated gratification of this savage 
justice hardened the mind of Valentinian against pity and re
morse; and the sallies of passion were confirmed by the habits of 
cruelty. 68 He could bellOld with calm satisfaction the convulsive 
agonies of torture antI deuth j he reserved hi::! friendship for those 
faithful servants whose temper was the most congenial to his own. 
The merit of Maximin, who had slaughtered the noblest families 
of Rome, was rewarded with the royal approbation, and the prm
fecture of Gaul. Two fierce and enormous bears, distinguished. 
by the appellations of Innocence and Mica Aurea, could. alone de
serve to share the favor of Maximin. The cages of those trusty 
guards ~v_ere always I)laced near the bcd-chamber of Valentinian, 
who frequently alIlused his eyes with the grateful spectacle of 
seeing them tear and devour the bleeding limbs of the malefactors 
who were abandoned to their rage. Their diet and exercises were 
carefully inspected by the Roman emperor; and when Innoeena. 
had earned her discharge, by a long course of meritorious service, 
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the faithful animal was again restored to the freedom of her native 
woods.li~ 

But in the calmer moments of reflection, when the mjnd of 
Valens was not agitated by fear, or that of Valentinian by rage, 
the tyrant resumed the sentiments, or at least the conduct, of tile 
father of his country. The dispassionate judgment of the West
ern emperor could clearly perceive, and accurately pursue, his own 
and the public interest; and the sovereign of the East, who imi
tated with equal docility the various, examples which he received 
from his elder brother, was sometimes guided by the wisdom and 
virtue of the prrofect Sallust. Both princes invariably retained, 
in the purple, the chaste and temperate simplicity which had 
adorned their private life; nnd, under their reign, the pleas
ures of the court never cost the people a blush or a sigh. They 
gradually reformed many of the abuses of the times of Constan
tius; judiciously adopted and improved the designs of Julian 
and his successor; and displayed a style and spirit of legislation 
which might inspire posterity with the most favorable opinion of 
their character and government. It is not from the master of 
Innocence, that we should expect the tender regard for the welfare 
of his subjects, which prompted Valentinian to cond.emn the cx
position of new-born infants; 60 and to establish fourteen skilful 
physicians, with stipends and privileges, in the fourteen quarters 
d Rome. The good sense of an illiterate soldier founded a useful 
and liberal institution for the education of youth, and the support 
of declining science. 61 It was his intention, that the arts of rhet
oric and grammar should be taught in the Greek and Latin lan
guages, in the metropolis of every province j and as the size and 
dignity of the school was usually proportioned to the importance 
of the city, the academies of Rome and Constantinople claimed a 
just and singular pre-eminence. The fragments of the literary 
edicts of Valentinian imperfectly represent the school of Constan
tinople, which was gradually improved by subsequent regula
tions. That school consisted of thirty-one professors in different 
branches of learning-one philosopher, and two lawyers j five 
sophists, and ten grammarians for the Greek, and three orators, and 
ten grammariaus for the Latin tongue; besides seven scribes, or, 
as they were then styled, antiquarians, whose laborious pens sup
plied the public library with fair and correct copies of the classic 
writers. The rule of conduct, which was prescribed to the stu
dents, is the more curious, as -it "affords the first outlines of t~e 
form and discipline of a modern university. It was required, that 
they should bring proper certificates from the magistrates of their 
native prov~nce. Their names, professions, and places of abode, 
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were regularly entered in a public register. The studious youth 
were severely pruhibited from wasting their time in feasts, or ill 
t1.e theatre; and the term of their education was limited to the 
age of twenty. The prrefect of the city was empowered to chas
tise the idle and !'cfractory by stripes or expnlsion; and he was 
directed to make an annual report to the master of the offices, 
that the knowledge and abilities of the scholars might be usefully 

~ applied to the public service. The institutions of Valentinian 
contributed to secure the benefits of peace and plenty; and the 
cities were guarded by the establishment of the lJifenS01'8 / C~ 
freely elected as the tribunes and advocates of the people, to sup
port their rights, and to expose their grievances, before the tri
bunals of the civil magistrates, or even at the foot of the Imperial 
throne. The finances were diligently administered by two prlllces, 
who had been so long accustomed to the rigid economy of a pri
vate fortune; but in the receipt and application of the revenue, 
a discerning eye might observe some difference between the gov
ernment of the East and of the West. Valcns was persuaded. 
that royal liberality can be supplied only by public oppression, 
and his ambition never aspired to secure, by their actual distress, 
the future strength and prosperity of his people. Instead of in
creasing the weight of taxes, which, in the space of forty years. 
had been gradually doubled, he reduced, in the first years of his 
reign, one-fourth of the tribute of the East. r.3 Valentinian appears 
to have been less attentive and less anxious to relieve the burdens 
of his people. He might reform the abuses of the fiscal adminis
tration; but he exacted, without scruple, a very large share of 
the pdvate property; as he was com inced, that the revenues 
which supported the luxury of individuals, would be much more 
u.dvantageously employed for the deff>nce and improvement of the 
state. The subjects of the East, who enjoyed the present benefit~ 
applauded the indulgence of their prince. The solid, but lesl:! 
splendid, merit of Valentinian was felt and acknowledged by the 
. .!Ubsequent generation. 04 

But the most honor3.ble circumstance of the character of Valen
.;mian, is the firm and temperate impartiality which he uniformly 
preserved in an age of religious contention. His strong sense, 
unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by study, declined, with respect
ful indifference, the subtle questions of theological debate. The 
government of th~ Earth claimed his vigilance, and sat!s~ed his 
ambition· and whlle he remembered that he was the dISCIple of 
the churdh he never forgot that he was the sovereign of the 
dergy. U~derthe reign of an apostate,'he had SIgnalized his zeal 
for the honor of (;hri<;tianity : he allowed to his subjects the privi' 
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lege which he had assumed for himself j and tney might accept! 
with gratitude and confidence, the general toleration which was 
granted by a prince addicted to passion, but incapable of fear or 
of disguise. 61) The Pagans, the Jews, and all the various sects 
which acknowledged the divine authority of Christ, were pro
'ected by the laws from arbitrary power or popular insult j nor 
was any mode of worship prohibited by Valentinian, except those 
\ecret and criminal practices, which $l.bused the name of religion 
for the dark purposes of vice and disorder. The art of magic, 
"8 it wafl more cruelly punished, was more strictly proscribed : 
but the -emperor admitted a formal distinction -to protect the an
cient methods of divination, which were approved by the senate, 
and exercised by the Tuscan Haruspices. He had condemned, 
with the consent of the most rational Pagans, the license of 
nocturnal sacrifices; but he immediately admitted the petition of 
Prretextatus, proconsul of Achaia, who :represented, that the life 
of the Greeks would become dreary and comfortless, if they were 
deprived of the invaluable blessing of the Eleusinian mysteries. 
Philosophy alone can boast (and perhaps it is no more than the 
boast of philosophy), that her gentle hand is able to eradicate 
from the human mind the latent and deadly principle of fanati
cism. But this truce (\f twelve years, which was enforced by the 
wise and vigorous government of Valentinian, by suspending the 
repetition of lIlutual injuries, contributed to soften the manners, 
and abate the prejudices, of the religious factions. 

The friend of toleration was unfortunately placed at a distance 
from the scene of the fiercest controversies. As soon as the 
Christians of the West had extricated themselves from the snares 
of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapsed into the slumber of 
otthodoxy j and the small remains of the Arian party, that still 
subsisted at 8irmium or Milan, might be considered rather as ob
jects of contempt than of resentment. But in the provinces of 
the East, from the Euxine to the extremity of Thebais, the strength 
and numbers of the hostile factions were more equally balanced j 

and this equality, instead of recommending the counsels of peace, 
served only to perpetuate the horrors of religious war. The 
monks and bishops supported their arguments by invectives j 

and their invectives were sometimes followed by blows. Athana
sius still reigned at Alexandria; the thrones of Constantinople 
and Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates, and every episcopal 
vacancy was the occasion of a popular tumult. The Homoousians 
were fortified by the reconciliation of fifty-nine Macedonian, or 
Semi-Arian bishops; but their secret reluctance to embrace the 
divinity of the ~'~oly 3host, <'louded the splendor of the triumph i 



OF THE ROMAN E:~IPIRE. IG9 

and the declaration of Valens, who, in the first years of his reign, 
had imitated the impartial conduct of his brother, was an impor
tant victory on the side of Arianism. The two brothers had passed 
their private life in the condition of catechumens; but the piety 
of Valens prompted him to solicit the sacrament of baptism, be
fore he exposed his person to the dangers of a Gothic war. He 
naturally addressed himself to Eudoxus,66 * bishop 'of the Im
perial city; and if, the ignorant monarch was instructed by that 
Arian pastor in the principles of heterodox thpology, his misfor
tune, rather than his guilt, was the inevitable consequence of his 
erroneous choice. Whatever had been the determination of the 
emperor, he must llave offended a numerous party of his Chris
tilln subjects; as the leaders both of the Homoousians and of the 
Arians believed, that, if they were not suffered to reign, they 
were most cruelly injured and oppressed. -' After he had taken 
this decisive step, it was extremely difficult for him to preserve 
either the virtue, or the reputation, of impartiality. He never 
aspired, like Constantius, to the fame of a profound theologian; 
but as he had received with simplicity and respect the tenets of 
Eudoxus, Valens resigned his conscience to the direction of his 
ecclesiastical guides, and promoted, by the influence of his au
thority, the reunion of ,the Athanasian heretics to the body of the 
C':I.thohc church. At first. he pitied their blindness; by degrees 
he was provoked at their obstinacy; and he insensibly hated 
those sectaries to whom he was an object of hatred. 67 The feeble 
mind of Valens was always swayed by the persons with whom he 
familiarly conversed; and the exile or imprisonment of a pri vate 
citizen are the favors the most readily granted in a despotic 
court. Such punishments were frequently inflicted on the leaders 
of the Homoousian party; and the misfortune of fourscore ecc\e
siastics of Constantinople, who, perhaps, accidentally, were burnt 
un shipboard, was imputed to the cruel and premeditated malice 
of the emperor, and his Arian ministers. In every contest, the 
Catholics (if we may anticipate that name) were obliged to pay 
the penalty of thei,r own faults, and of those of tlleir adversaries. 
In every election, the claims of the Arian candidate obtained 
the preference; and if they were opposed by the majority of the 
people, he was usually supported by the authority of the civil 
magistrate, or even by the terrors of a military force. The ene
mies of Athanasius attempted to disturb the last years of his ven
erable age; and his temporary retreat to his father's sepulchre 
has heen celebrated as a fifth exile. ,But ,the zeal of a great peo

• Through the influence of his wife, Bay the eccleSIastical writers.-M. 
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pIe, who instantly flew to arms, intimidated the proofect: and the 
archbishop was permitted to end his life in peace and in glory, 
after ~a reign of forty-seven years. The death of Athanasius wa~ 
the signal of the persecution of Egypt j and the Pagan minister of 
Valens, who forcibly seated- the worthless Lucius on the archie
piscopal throne, purchased the favor of the reigning party, by th~ 
blood and sufferings of their Christian brethren. .The free tolera
tion of the heathen and Jewish worship was bitterly lamented, as 
a circumstance whch aggravated the misery of the Catholics, and 
the guilt of the impious tyrant of the Ea&t. 68 

The triumph of the orthodox party has left a deep stain of 
persecution on the memory of Valens; alld the character of a 
prince who derived his virtues, as well as his vices, from a fee hie 
underatanding and a pusillanimous temper, scarcely deserves the 
labor of an apology. Yet candor may discover some reasons to 
suspect that the ecclesiastical ministers of Valens often exceeded 
the orders, or even the intentions, of their master; and that the 
real measure of facts has beeu very liberally magnified by the 
vehement declamation and easy credulity of his antagonists. 69 

1. The silence of Valentinian may suggest a probable argument 
that the partial severities, which were exercised in the name and 
provinces of his colleague, amounted only to some obscure and 
inconsiderable deviations from the established system of religious 
toleration: and the judicious historian who has praised the equal 
temper of the elder brother, has not thought himself obliged to 
contrast the tranquillity of the West with the cruel persecution of 
the East. 10 2. Whatever credit may be allowed to vague and 
distant reports, the character, or at ·least the behavior, of Valens 
may be most distinctly seen in his personal transactions with the 
eloquent Basil, archbishop of Cresarea, who had succeeded Athan
asius in the management of the Trinitarian cause.71 The circum
stantial na.rrative has been composed by the friends and admirers 
of Basil j and as soon as we have stripped away a thick coat of 
rhetoric and miracle, we shall be astonished by the unexpected 
mildness of the Arian tyrant, who admired the' firmness of his 
character, or was apprehensive, if he employed violence, of a 
general revolt in the province of Cappadocia. The archbishop; 
who asserted, with inflexible pride,'2 the truth of his opinions 
and the dignity of his rank, was left in the free possession of his 
conscience and his throne. The emperor rlevoutly assisted at the 
solemn service of the cathedral; and, instead of a sentence of 
banishment, subscribed the donation of a valuable estate for the 
use of a hospital, which Basil had lately founded in the neigh
borhood of Cresarea. '3 3. I am not able to discover, that any 
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law (such as Theodosius afterwards enacted against the Arians) 
was published by Valens againRt the Athanasian sectaries; and 
the edict which excited the most violent clamors, may not appear 
so extremely reprehensible. The emperor had observed, that 
several of his subjects, gratifying their lazy disposition under the 
pretence of religion, had associated themselves with the monks 
of Egypt; and he directed the count of the East to drag them 
from their solitude; and to (~ompel those deserters of society to 
accept the fair alternative of renouncing their temporal posses
sions, or of discharging the public duties of men and citizens. 140 

The ministers of Valens seem to have extended the sense of this 
penal statute, since they claimed a right of enlisting the young 
and able-bodied monks in the Imperial armies. A detachment 
of cavalry and infantry, consisting of three thousand men, marched 
from Alexandria to the adjacent desert of Nitria,711 which was 
peopled by five thousand monks. The soldiers were conducted 
by Arian priests; and it is reported that a considerable slaughter 
was made in the monasteries which disobeyed the commands of 
their sovereign. 76 

The strict .regulations which have been framed by the wisdom 
of modern legislators to restrain the wealth and avariCe of the 
clergy, may be originally deduced from the example of the em
peror Valentinian. His edict,77 addressed to Damasus, bishop of 
Rom.€, was publicly read in the churches of the city. He ad
monished the ecclesiastics and monks not to frequent the houses 
of widows and virgins; and menaced their disobedience with the 
apimad version of the C1vil judge. The director was no longer 
permitted to receive any gift, or legacy, or inheritance, from the 
liberality of his spiritual daughter: every testament contrary to 
this edict was declared null and void; and the illegal donation 
was confiscated for the use of the treasury. By a subsequent reg
ulation, it should seem that the same provisions were extended to 
nuns and bishops; and that all persons of the ecclesiastical order 
were rendered incapable of receiving any testamentary gifts, and 
strictly confined to the natural and legal rights of inheritance. 
As the guardian of domestic happiness and virtue, Valentinian ap' 
plied this severe remedy to the growing evil. In the capital of 
the empire, the females of noble and opulent houses possessed a 
very ample share of independent property: and many of thOSf 
devout females had embraced the doctrines of Christianity, not 
anly with the cold assent of the understanding, but with the 
warmth of affection, and perhaps with the eagerness of fashion. 
They sacrificed the pleasures of dress and luxury; and renounced, 
for the praise of chastity, the soft endearments of conjugal soci, 
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ety. Some ecclesiastic, of real or apparent sanctity, was chosen 
to direct their timorous conscience, and to amuse the vacant teu
derness of their heart: and the unbounded confidence, which they 
hastily bestowed, was often abused by knaves and ent.husiasts ; 
who hastened from the extremities of the East, to enjoy, on a 
splendid theatre, the privileges of the monastic profession. By 
their contempt of -the world, they insensibly acquired its most 
desirable advantages; tl,e lively attachment, perhaps of a young 
and beautiful woman, the delicate plenty of an opulent house·
hold, and the respectful homage of the slaves, the freedmen, and 
the clients of a senatorial family. The immense fortunes of the 
Roman ladies were gradually consumed in lavish alms and ex
pensive pilgrimages; and the artful monk, who had assigned him
self the first, or possibly the sole place, in the testament of his 
spiritual daughter, still presumed to declare, with the smooth face 
of hypocrisy, that he was only the instrument of charity, and the 
steward of the poor. The lucrative, but disgraceful trade, 78 

which was exercised by the clergy to defraud the expectations of 
the natural heirs, had provoked the indignation of a superstitiQus 
age: and two of the most respectable of the Latin fathers very 
bonestly confess that the ignominious edict of Valentinian was 
just and necessary; and that the Christian priests had deserved 
to lose a privilege, which was still enjoyed by comedians, char
ioteers, and the ministers of idols. But the wisdom and author
ity of the legislator are seldom victorious in a contest with the 
vigilant dexterity of private interest; and Jerom, or Ambrose, 
might patiently acquiesce in the justice of an ineffectual or salu
tary law. If the ecclesiastics were checked in the pursuit of per
spnal emolument, they would exert a more laudable industry to 
increase the wealth of the church; and dignify their covetousness 
with the specious names of piety and patriotism. 79 

Damasus, bishop of Rome, who was constrained to stigm~tize 
the avarice of his clsrgy by the pUblication of the law of Yalen
tinian, had the good sense, or the good fortune, to engage in his 
service the zeal and abilities of the learned J erom ; and the grate
ful saint has celebrated the merit and purity of a very ambiguous 
character.80 - But the splendid vices of the church of Rome, under 
the-reign of Valentinian and Damasus, have been curiollsly ob
served by the historian Ammianus, who delivers his impartial 
sense in these expressive words: "The prrefecture of Juventiu~ 
was accompanied with peace and plenty, but the tranquillity of 
his government was soon disturbed by a bloody sedition of the 
distracted people. The ardor of Damasus and Ursinus, to seizQ 
the episcopal seat, surpassed the ordinary measure of human am' 
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bition. They contended with the rage of party; the quarrel was 
maintained by the wounds and death of their followers j and the 
prrefect, unable to resist or to appease the tumult, was constrained, 
by superior violence, to retire into the suburbs. Damasus pr&' 
vailed : the well-disputed victory remained on the side of his fac
tion j one hundred and thirty-seven dead bodies 81 were found in 
the Basilica of Sicininus,82 where the Christians hold their re
ligious assemblies j and it was long before the angry minds of the 
people resumed their accustomed tranquillity. When I consider 
the splendor of the capital, I am not astonished that so valuable 
a prize should inflame the desires of ambitious men, and produce 
the fiercest and most obstinate contests. The successful candidate 
is secure, that he will be enriched by the offerings of matrons; 83 

that, as soon as his dress is composed with becoming care and 
elegance, he may proceed, in his chariot, through the streets of 
Rome j and that the sumptuousness of the Imperial table will B4 

not equal the profuse and delicate entertainments provided by the 
taste, and at th~ expense, of the Roman pontiffs. How much 
more rationally (continues the honest Pagan) would those pontiffs 
consult their true llappiness, if, instead of alleging the greatness 
of the city as an excuse for their manners, they would imitate the 
exemplary life of some provincial bishops, whose temperance and 
sobriety, whose mean apparel and downcast looks, recommend 
their pure and 'modest virtue to the Deity and his true worship
pers I" BS The schism of Damasus and Ursinus was extinguished 
by the exile of the latter j and the wisdom of the prrefect Prre
textatus 86 restored the tranquillity of the city. Prretextatus was 
a philosophic Pagan, a man of learning, of taste, and politeness; 
who disguised a reproach in the form of a jest, when he assured 
Damasus, that if he could obtain the bishopric of Rome, lIe him
self would immediately embrace the Christian religion. 81 This 
lively picture of the wealth and luxury of the popes in the fourth 
century becomes the more curious, as it represents the interme
diatt> degree between -the humble poverty of the apostolic fisher
men, and the royal state of a temporal prince, whose dominions 
extend from the confines of Naples to the banks of the Po. 

When the suffrage of the generals and of the army committed 
the sceptre of the Roman empire to the hands of Valentinian, his 
reputation in arms, his military skill and experience, and his rigid 
attachment to the forms, as well as spirit, of ancient discipline, 
were the principal motives of their judicious choice. The eager
ness of the troops, who pressed him to nominate his colleague, 
was justified by the dangerous situation of public affairs j and 
Valtmtinian himself was conscious, that the abilities of tha most 
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active mind were unequal to the defence of the distant frontiers 
of an invaded monarchy. As soon as the death of Julian bad 
relieved the barbarians from the terror of his name, the most san
guine hopca of rapine and conquest excited the nations of the 
East, of the North, and of the South. Their inroads were often 
vexatious, and sometimes formidable; but, during the twelve 
years of the reign of Valentinian, his firmness and vigilance pro
tected hi3 own dominions; and his powerful genius seemed to in
~pirc and direct the feeble counsels of his brother. Perhaps the 
method of annals would more forcibly express the urgent and di
vided cares of the two emperors; but the attention of the reader, 
likewise, would be distracted by a tedious and desultory narra
tive. A sep~rate view of the five great theatres of war j I. Ger
many j II. Britain j III. Africa j IV. The East j and, V. The 
Danube j will impresS' a more distinct image of the military state 
of the empire under the reigns of Valentinian and Valcns. 

I. The ambassadors of the Alemanni had been offended by the 
harsh and lnughty b3havior of Ursacius, master of the offices j 6S 

who, by an act of unseasonable parsimony, had diminished the 
value, as well as the quantity, of the presents, to which they 
were entitled, either from custom or treaty, on the accession of a 
new emperor. They expressed, and they communicated to their 
countrymen, their strong sense of the national affront. The irasci
ble minds of the chiefs were exasperated by the suspicion of con,
tempt j and the martial youth crowded to their standard. Before 
Valentinian coulU pass the Alps, the villages of Gaul were in 
flames j before his general Dagalaiphus could encounter the Ale
manni, they had secured the captives ,and the spoil in the forests 
of Germany. In the beginning of the ensuing year, the military 
force of the whole nation, in deep and solid columns) broke 
through the barrier of the Rhine, during the severity of a northern 
winter. Two Roman counts were defeated and mortally wounded; 
and the standard of the Heruli and Batavians fell into the hands 
of the conquerors, who displayed, with insulting shouts and men
aces, the trophy of their victory. The standard was recovered; 
but the Batavians had not redeemed the shame of their disgrace 
and flight in the eyes of their severe judge. It was the opinion of 
Valentinian, that his soldiers must learn to fear their commander, 
before they could cease to fear the enemy. The troops were sol
emnly assembled j and the trembling Batavians were enclosed 
within the circle of the Imperial army. Valentinian then ascended 
his tribunal j and, as if he disdained to punish cowardice with 
death, he inflicted a stain of indelible ignominy on the oilicers, 
whose misconduct and pusillanimity were found to be the first 
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occasion of the defeat. The Batavians were degraded from their 
rank, stripped of their arms, and condemned to be sold for slaves 
to the highest bidder. At this tremendons sentence, the troops 
feU prostrate on the ground, deprecated the indignation of their 
sovereign, and protested, that, if he would indulge them in 
another trial, they would approve themselves not unworthy of the 
name of Romans, and of his soldiers. Valentinian, with affected 
reluctance. yielded to their entreaties: the Batavians resumed 
-<,heir arms; and, with their arms, the invincible resolution of 
wiping away their disgrace in the blood of the Alemanni. 8Q The 
principal command was declined by Dagalaiplms ; and that ex
perienced general, who had represented, perhaps with too much 
prudence, the extreme difficulties of the undertaking, had the 
mortification, before the end of the campaign, of seeing his rival 
Jovinus convert those difficulties into a decisive advantage over 
the scattered forces of the barbarians. At the head of a well
disciplined army·of cavalry, infantry, and light troops, Jovinus 
advanced, with cautious and rapid steps, to Scarponna,90 * in the 
territory of l\'Ietz, where he surprised a large divisi(ln of the Ale
manni, before they had time to run to their arms; and flushed his 
soldiers with the confidence of an easy and bloodless victory. 
A.nother divhion, or rather, army, of the enemy, after the cruel 
and wanton devastation of the adjacent country, reposed them
selves on the shady banks of the Moselle. Jovinus; who had 
viewed the ground with the eye of a general, made a silent ap
proach through a deep and woody vale, till he could distinctly 
perceive the indolent security of the Germans. Some were 
bathing their huge limbs in the river; others were combing their 
long and flaxen hair; others again were swallowing large draughts 
of rich and delicious wine. On a sudden they heard the sound of 
the Roman trumpet, they saw the enemy in their camp. Aston
ishn:ent produced disorder; disorder was followed by flight and 
dismay; and the confused multitude of the bravest warriors was 
·pierced by the swords and javelins of the legionaries and auxili
aries. The fugitives escaped to the third, and most considerable, 
camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near Chalons in Champagne: the 
straggling detachments were hastily recalled to their standard; 
and the barbarian chiefs, alarmed and admonished by the fate of 
their companions, prepared to encounter, in a decisive battle, the 
victorious forces of the lieutenant of Valentinian. The bloody and 
obstinate conflict lasted a whole summer's day, with equal valor, 
and with alternate success. The Romans at length prevaile~ 

.. Charneigne on the Moselle. Mannert.-M. 
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with the loss of about twelve hundred men. Six thousand Of the 
Alemanni were slain, four thousand were wounded; and the 
brave Jovinus, after chasing the flying remnant of their host as 
far as the banks of the Rhine, returned to Paris, to receive the 
applause of his sovereign, and the ensigns of the consulship for 
the ensuing year. 91 The triumph of the Romans was indeed suI.. 
lied by their treatment of the captive king, whom they hung on a 
gibbet, without the knowledge of their indignant general. This 
disgraceful act of cruelty, which might be imputed to the fury of 
the troops, was followed by the deliberate murder of Withidb, 
the son of Vadomair; a German prince of a weak and sickly con' 
stitution, but of a daring and formidable spirit. The domestio 
assassin was instigated and protected by the Romans; 92 and tho 
violation of the law~ of humaJ;lity and justice betrayed their secret 
apprehension of the weakness of the declining empire. The use 
of the dagger is seldom adopted in public councils, as long as 
they retain any confidence in the power of the sword. 

While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled by their recent 
calamities, the pride of Valentinian was mortified by the unex~ 
peeted surprisal of Moguntiacum, or Mentz, the principal city of 
the Upper Germany. In the unsuspicious moment of a Christian 
festival, * Rando, a bold and artful chieftain, who had long medi
tated his attempt, suddenly passed the Rhine; entered the de~ 
fenceless· town, and retired with a multitude of captives of eithet 
sex. Valentinian resolved to execute severe vengeance on the 
whole body of the nation. Count Sebastian, with the bands of 
Italy and Illyricum, was ordered to iIlvade their country, most 
probably on the side of Rhretia. The emperor in person, accom
panied by his son Gratian, passed the Rhine at the head of a for~ 
midable army, which was supported on both flanks by Jovinu~ 
and Severus, the two masters-general of the cavalry and infantry 
of the West. The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devastation 
of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, and almost inacces
sible mountain, in the modern duchy of Wirtemberg, and resolutelY 
expected the approach of the Romans. The life of Valentiniun 
was exposed to imminent danger by the intrepid curiosity with 
which he persisted to explore some secre't and unguarded path. 
A troop of barbarians suddenly rose from their ambuscade: ana 
the emperor, who vigorously spurred his horse down a steep and 
slippery descent, was obliged to leave behind him his armor4 

bearer, and his helmet, magnificently enriched wth gold and pre· 
. cious stones. At the signal of the general assault, the RomaD 

... Probably Easter. Wagner.-M. 
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troops encompassed and ascended the mountain of Solicinium 011 

three different sides. * Every step which they gained, increased 
their ardor, and abated the resistance of the enemy: and after 
theil:' united forces had occupied the summit of the hill, they im
petuQusly urged the barbmians down the northern descent, where 
Couni; Sebastian was posted to intercept their retreat. After this 
sig-nR.1 victory, Valentinian returned to his winter quarters at 

,Trevp-s; where he indulged the public joy by the exhibitiun of 
splenoicl and triumphal games. 93 But the wise monarch, instead 
of aspiripg to the conquest of Germany, confined his attention to 
the impo1."tant and laborious defence of the Gallic frontier, 
against v.n enemy whose strength was renewed by a stream of 
daring vol1lDteers, which incessantly flowed from the most distant 
tribes of the North. 94 The banks of the Rhine, t from its source 
to the straits of the ocean, were closely planted with strong cas
tles and cODvenient towers'; new works and new arms were in
vented by the illgenuityof a prince who was skilled in the me
chanical arts ~ find his numerous levies of Roman and barbarian 
youth were se,-erely trained in all the exercises of war. The pro
gress of the work, wbjch was sometimes opposed by modest rep
resentations, and sometimes by hostile attempts, secur<.>d the 
tranquillity of Gaul during the nine subsequent years of the ad
ministration of ValentiDian. 96 

That prudent emperor, wpo diligently practised the wise max
ims of Diocletian, was studious to foment and excite the intestine 
divisions of the tribes of Germany. About the middle of the 
fourth century, the countries, perhaps, of Lusace and Thuringia, 
on either side of the Elbe, were occupied by the vague dominion 
of the BUROUNDIANS; a warlike and 111lmerOUS people, t of the 
Vandal race,96 whose obscure name insensibly swelled into a pow
erful kingdom, and has finally settled on a flourishing province. 
The most remarkable circumstance in the ancient manners of the 
Burgundians appears to have been the difference of their civil and 

* Mannert is unable to fix the pOl;'ition of Soficininm. HaefeJin (in Comm. AClld. 
Elect. PaInt. v. 14) conjectures Schwetzingell, ncar H"idelberg. See Wngner'i 
note. St. Mal·tin, Suitz ill \Virtemberg, near the sonrre" of the Neckar. St. Hartin, 
iii. 339.-)1. 

t The conrse of the Neckar was Iikewi8e f!trongly /!uarded. 'rhe hyperbolicnJ
eulogy of Symmnchus asserts that the Neckar first became known to the Romans 
by thc conquests and fortifications of Valentinian. Nunc primum victoriis t"lis 
externns fluvius publicatur. Gaudeat servitute, captivus illnotuit. Syrum. Orat. 
p.22.-M.

:t According to the general opinion, the Burgumlians formed 8 Gothic or Van
dalic tribe, who, from the banks of the Lowrr Vistula, made incursions, on one 
side towards Transylvania, on the other towards the ce"tre of Germauy. .All that 
l'emain~ of the Burgundian Jangnage is GoUdc. • • Nothirtg in their customs in
dicates a different origin. :Malte Brun, Geog. tom. i. p. 306 (edit. 1831)~-M. 
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ecclesiastical constitution. The appellation of Hendino8 wa~ 
given to the king or general, and the title of Sinistu8 to the high 
priest of the nation. The person of the prie~t was sallred, and 
his diguity perpetual; but the temporal government was held by 
a very precarious tenure. If the events of war accused the cour~ 
age or conduct of the king, he was immediately deposed; and the 
injustice of his subjects made him responsible for the fertility of 
the earth, and the regularity of th13 seasons, which seemed to fall 
more properly within the 13acerdotal department. g7 'fhe disputed 
possession of some salt-pits 98 engaged the Alemanni and the 
Burgundians in frequent contests: the latter were easily tempted, 
by the secret solicitations and liberal offers of the emperor; and 
their fabulous descent from the Roman soldiers, who had formerly 
been left to garrison the fortresses of Drusus, was admitted with 
mutual credulity, as it was conducive to mutual interest. 99 An 
army of fourscore thousand Burgundians soon appeared on the 
ba.nks of the Rhine, and impatiently required the support and 
subsidies which Valentinian had promised: but they were amused 
with excuses and delays, till at length, after a fruitless expecta
tion, they were compelled to retire. The arms and fortifications 
of the Gallic frontier checked the fury of their just resentment; 
and their massacre of the captives served to imbitter the hereditary 
ffmd of the Burgundians and the Alemanni. The inconstancy of 
a. wise prince may, perhaps, be explained by some alteration of 
circumstances; and perhaps it was the original design of Valen
tinian to intimidate rather than to destroy; as the balance of 
power would have been equally overturned by the ~xtirpation of 
either of the German nations. Among the princes of the Ale
manni, l\lacrianus, who, with a Romuu name, had assumed the 
arts of a soldier and a statesman, deserved his hatred and esteem, 
The emperor himself, with a light and unencumbered band, con
descended to pass the Rhine, marched fifty miles into the country, 
and would infallibly have seized the object of his pursuit, if his 
judicious measures had not been defeated by the impatience of 
the troops. l\'Iacrianus was afterwards admitted to the honor of a 
personal conference with the emperor; and the favors which ho 
recei ved fixed him, till the hour of his death, a steady and sincere 
friend of the republic. 1no 

The land was covered by the fortifications of Valentinian ; but 
't.be sea-coast of Gaul and Britain was exposed to the depredations 
-i)f the Saxons. That celebrated name, in which we have a dear 
I1nd domestic interest, escaped the notice of Tacitus; and in the 
maps of ptolemy, it faintly marks the narrow neck of the Cimbric 
peninsula, and three small islands towards the mouth of the 
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Elbe.lOt This contracted territory, the prcsent duchy of Sleswig, 
or perhaps of Holstein, was incapable of pouring forth the inex
haustible swarms of Saxons who reigned over the ocean, who 
filled the British island with their language, their laws, and their 
colonies; and who so long defenued the liberty of the North 
against t.he arms of Charlemagne. 102 The solution of this diffi~ 
culty is easily derived from the similar manners, and loose consti
tution, of the tribes of Germany, which were blended with each 
other by the slightest accidents of war or friendship. The situa
tion of the native Saxons disposed them to embrace the hazard~ 
ous professions of fishermen and pirates; and the success of their 
first adventures would naturally excite the emulation of their 
bravest countrymen, who were impatient of the gloomy solitude 
of their woods and mountains. Every tide might float down the 
Elbe whole fleets of canoes, filled with hardy and intrepid associ
ates, who aspired to behold the unbounded prospect of the ocean, 
and to taste the wealth and luxury of unknown worlds. It should 
ileem probable, however, that the most numerous auxiliaries of 
the Saxons were furnisheu by the nations who dwelt along the 
shores of the Baltic. They possessed arms and ships, the art of 
navigation, and the habits of naval war; but the difficulty of issu
ing through the northern columns of Hercules 103 (which, during 
several months of the year are obstructed with ice) confined their 
skill and courage within the limits of a spacious lake. The 
rumor of the successful armaments which sailed from the mouth 
of the Elbe, wonld soon provoke them to cross the narrow isth
mus of Sleswig, and to launch their vessels on the great sea. 
The various troops of pirates and adventurers, who fought under 
the same standard, were insensibly united in a permanent society, 
at first of rapine, and afterwards of government. A military con
federation was gradually moulded into a national body, by the 
gentle operation of marriage and consanguinity; and the adja
cent tribes, who solicited the alliance, accepted the name and 
laws of the Saxons. If the fact were not established by the most 
unquestionable evidence, we 3hould appear to abuse the credulity 
of our readers, by the description of the vessels in which the 
Saxon pirates ventured to sport in the waves of the German 
OC'ean, the British Channel, and the Bay of Biscay. The keel of 
their large, flat-bottomed boats was framed with light timber, but 
the sides and upper works consisted only of wicker, with a cover
ing of strong hides. 104 In the course of their slow and tlistant 
navigations, they must always have been exposed to the danger, 
and very frequently to the misfortune, of shipwreck; and the 
naval annals of the Saxons were undoubtedly filled with the 
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accounts of the losses which they sustained Oll the coasts of Brit;.. 
ain and Gaul. But the daring spirit of the pirates braved the 
perils both of the sea and of the shore : their skill was confirmed 
by the habits of enterprii"IC j the meanest of their mariners was 
alike capable of handling an oar, of rearing a sail, or of conduct
ing a vessel j and the Saxons rejoiced in the appearance of a tem
peEt, which concealed their design, and dispersed the fleets of the 
enemy. 10& After they had acquired an accurate knowledge of the 
maritime provinces of the West, they extended the scene of their 
depredations, and the most sequestered places had no reason to 
presume on their security. The Saxon boats drew so little water 
that they could easily proceed fourscore or a hundred miles ull the 
great rivers j their weight was so inconsiderable that they were 
transported on wagons from one river to another; and the pirates 
who had entered the mouth of the Seine, or of the Rhine, might 
descend, with the rapid stream of the Rhone, into the Mediter
ranean. Under the reign of Valentinian, the maritime provinces 
of Gaul were afflicted by the Saxons: a military count was sta
tioned for the defence of the sea-coast, or Armorican limit; and 
that officer, who found his strength or his ahilities, unequal to the 
task, implored the assistance of Severus, master-general of the in
fantry. The Saxons, surrounded and outnumbered, were forced 
to relinquish their spoil, and to yield a select band of their tall 
and robust youth to serve in the Imperial armies. They stipu
lated only a safe and honorable retreat, and the condition was 
readily granted by the Roman general, who meditated an act of 
perfidy,106 imprudent as it was inhuman, while a Saxon remained 
alive, and in arms, to revenge the fate of his countrymen. The 
premature eagerness of the infantry, who were secretly posted in 
a deep valley, betrayed the ambuscade; and they would perhaps 
have fallen the victims of their own treachery, if a large body of 
cuirassiers, alarmed by the noise of the combat, had not hastily 
advanced to extricate their companions, and to overwhelm the 
undaunted valor of the Saxons. Some of the prisoners were saved 
from th~ edge of the sword, to shed their blood in the amphithe
atre; and the orator Symmachus complains, that twenty-nine of 
those desperate savages, by strangling themselves with their own 
hands, had disappointed the amusement of the public. Yet the 
polite and philosophic citizens of Rome were impressed with the 
deepest horror, when they were informed that the Saxons conse
crated to the gods the tithe of their lmman spoil; and that they 
ascertained by lot the objects of the barbarous sacrifice. 107 

II. The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and Trojans, of Scandi
navians and Spaniards, which flattered the pride, and amused tho 
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t:edulity, of our rude ancestors, have in~ensibly vanished in the 
light of science and philosophy. lOS The present age is satisfied 
with the simple and rational opinion, that the islands of Great 
Britain and Ireland were gradually peopled from the adjacent 
continent of Gaul. From the coast of Kent, to the extremity of 
Caithness and Ulster, the memory of a Celtic origin was distinctly 
preserved, in the perpetual resemblance of language, of religion, 
and of manners; and the peculiar characters of the British tribes 
might be naturally ascribed to the influence of accidental and lo
cal circumstances. lo9 The Roman province was reduced to the 
state of civilized and peaceful servitude; the rights of savage free
dom were contracted to the narrow limits of Caledonia. The in
habitants of that northern region were divided, as early as the 
reign of Constantine, between the two great tribes of the SCO'l'S 
and of PICTS, 110 who have since experienced a very different fortune. 
The power, and almost the memory, of the Picts have been ex
tinguished by their successful rivals; and the Scots, after main
taining for ages the dignity of an independent kingdom, have mul
tiplied, by an equal and voluntary union, the honors of the Eng
lish name. The hand of nature had contributed to mark the an
cient distinction of the Scots and Picts. The former were the 
men of the hills, and the latter those of the plain. The eastern 
coast of Caledonia may be considered as a level and fertile coun
try, which, even in a rude state of tillage, was capable of pro
ducing a considerable quantity of corn; and the epithet of C1'uit
nick, or wheat-eaters, expressed the contempt or envy of the 
carnivorous highlander.• The cultivation of the earth might in
troduce a more accurate separation of property, and the habits of 
a sedentary life; but the love of arms and rapine were still the 
ruling passion of the Picts; and their warriors, who stripped 
themselves for a day of battle, were distinguished, in the eyes of 
the Romans, by the strange fashion of painting their naked bodies 
with gaudy colors and fantastic figures. The western part of 
Caledonia irregularly rises into wild and barren hills, which 
scarcely repay the toil of the husbandman, and are most profitably 
used for the pasture of cattle. The highlanders were condemned 
to the occupations of shepherds and hunters; and, as they seldom 
were fixed to any permanent habitation, they acquired the ex
pressive name of SCOTS, which, in the Celtic tongue, is said to be 
equivalent to that of wanderers or vagrants. The inhabitants of a 
barren land were urged to seek a fresh supply of food in the 
waters. The deep lakes and bays, which intersect their country, 
are plentifully stored with fish; and they gradually ventured to 
(;ust their nets in the waves of the ocean. The vicinity of the Heb.. 
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rides, so profusely scattered along the western coast of Scotlan~ 
tempted their curiosity, and improved their skill; and they ac· 
quired, by slow degrees, the art, or rather the habit, of managing 
their boats in a tempestuous sea, and of steering their nocturnal 
course by the light of the well-known stars. The two bold head
lands of Caledonia almost touch the shores of a spacious island, 
which obtained, frum its luxuriant vegetation, the epithet of Green j 
and has preserved, with a slight alteration, the name of Erin, or 
Ierne, or Ireland. It is probable, that in some remote period of an
tiquity, the fertile plains of Ulster received a colony of hungry 
Scots; and that the strangers of the North, who had dared to 
encounter the arms of the legions, spread their conquests over the 
savage and unwarlike natives of a solitary island. It is eel·tain, 
that, in the declining age of the Roman empire, Caledonia., Ire
land, and the Isle of lIan, were inhabited by the Scots, and that 
the kindred tribes who were often associated in military enter
prise, were deeply affected by the vari()us accidents of their mu~ 
tual fortunes. They long cherished the lively tradition of their 
common name and origin; and the missionaries of the Isle of 
Saints, who diffused the light of Christianity .over North Britain, 
established the vain opinion, that their Irish countrymen were the 
natural, as well as spiritual, fathers of the Scottish race. The 
loose and obscure tradition has been preserved by the venerable 
Bede, who scattered some rays of light over the darkness of the 
eighth century. On this slight foundation, a huge superstructure 
of fable was gradually reared, by the bards and the monks ; two 
orders of men, who equally abused the privilege of fiction. The 
Scottish nati()n, with mistaken pride, adopted their Irish geneal
ogy; and the annals of a long line of imaginary kings have been 
adorned hy the fancy of Boethius, and the classic elegance of 
Buchanan. III 

Six years after the death of Constantine, the destructive inroadi 
of the Scots and Picts required the presence of his youngest son, 
who reigned in the Western empire. Constans visited his British 
dominions: but we may form some estimate of the importance of 
his achievements, by the language of panegyric, which celebrates 
only his triumph over the elements, or, in other words, the good 
fortune of a safe and easy passage from the port of Boulog-ne to 
the harbor of Sandwich.1l2 The calamities which the afflicted 
provincials continued to experience, from foreign war and domes
tic tyranny, were aggravated by the feeb~e and corrupt adminis
tration of the eunuchs of Constantius ; and the transient relief 
which they might obtain from the virtues of Julian, was soon lost 
by the absence and death of their benefactor. The sums of gold 
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and silver, which had been painfully collecteu, 01' libe:rally trans
mitted, for the payment of the troops, were intercepteu by thc 
avarice of the commanders j discharges, or, at .least, exemptions, 
from the military service, were pubbcly sold; the distress of the 
soldiers, who were injuriously deprived of their legal and scantv 
subsistence, provoked them to frequent desertion; the nerves o'f 
~iscipline were relaxed, and the highways were infested with rob
hers. 113 1'he oppression of the goou, and the impunity of the 
wicked, equally contributed to diffuse through the island a spirit 
of discontent and revolt j and every ambitious subject, every des
perate exile, might entertain a reasonable hope of subverting the 
weak and distracted government of Britain. The hostile tribes of 
the North, who detested the priuo and power of the King of the 
World, suspended their domestic feuds; and the barbarians of the 
land and sea, the Scots, the Ficts, and the Saxons, spread them
selves, with rapid and irresistible fury, from tho wall of Anto
ninus to the shoros of Kent. Every production of art and nature, 
every object of convenience or luxury, ·which they wore incapable 
of creating by labor or procuring by trade, was accumulated in 
the rich and fruitful province of Britain. 1'4 A phjlosophcr may 
deplore the eternal discord of tho human race, but he will con
fess, that the desiro of spoil is a more rational provocation than 
the vanity of conquest. From the age of Comtantino to the Plan
tagenets, this rapacious spirit continued to instigate the poor anu 
hardy Caledonians; but the same people, whose generous human
ity seems to inspire the songs of Ossian, was disgraced by a say
age ignorance of the virtues of peace, and of the laws of war. 
Their southern neighbors have felt, and perhaps exaggerated, the 
cruel depredations of the Scots and Picts ; 116 and a valiant tribe 
of Caledonia, the Attacotti,110 the enemies, and afterwards the 
soldiers, of Valentinian, are accused, by an eye-witness, of de
lighting in the tnste of human flesh.' When they hunted the 
woods for prey, it is said, that they attacked the shepherd rather 
than his flock; and that they curjously selected the most delicate 
1tnd brawny parts, both of males and females, which they pre
pared for their horrid repasts. 117 If, in the neighborhood of the 
commercial and literary town of Glasgow, a race of cannIbals 
has really existed, we may contemplate, in the period of the Scot
tish history, the opposite extremes of savage and civilized life. 
Such reflections tend to enlarge the circle of our ideas; and to 
encourage the pleasing hope, that New Zealand may produce, in 
some future age, the Hume of the Southern Hemisphere. 

Every messenger who escaped across the British Channel, con
veyed the most melancholy and alarming tidings to the ears of 
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Valentinian ; and the ~mperor was soon hdl)':o~cd. that the two 
military commanders of the province had been surprised and cut 
off by the barbarians. Severus, count of "he domestics, was 
hastily despatched, and as suddenly recalled, by the court of 
Treves. The representations of Jovinus served only to indicate 
the greatness of the evil; and, after a long and serious consulta
tion, the defence, or rather the recovery, of Britain was intrusted 
to the abilities of the brave Theodosius. The exploits of that 
general, the father of a line of emperors, have been celebrated, 
with peculiar complacency, by the writers of the age: but his 
real merit deserved their applause; and 'his nomination was 
received, by the army and province, as a sure presage of approach
ing victory. He seized the favorable moment of navigation, and 
securely landed the numerous and veteran bands of the Heruli and 
Batavians, the Jovians, and the Victors. In his march from Sand
wich to London, Theodosius defeated several parties of' the bar
barians, released a multitude of captives, and, after distributing 
to his soldiers a small portion of the spoil, established the fame of 
disinterested justice, by the restitution uf the remainder to the 
rightful proprietors. The citizens of London, who had almost 
despaired of their safety, threw open their gates; and as soon as 
Theodosius had obtained from the court of Treves the important 
aid of a military lieutenant, and a civil governor, he executed, 
with wisdom and vigor, the laborious task of the deliverance of 
Britain. The vagrant soldiers were recalled to their standard; an 
edict of amnesty dispelled the public apprehensions; and his 
cheerful example alleviated the rigor of martial discipline. The 
scattered and desultory warfare of the barbarians, who infested 
the land and sea, deprived him of the glory of a signal victory; 
but the prudent spirIt, and consummate art, of the Roman gen
eral, were displayed in the operations of two campaigns, which 
successively rescued every part of the province from the hands of 
a cruel and rapacious enemy. The splendor of the cities, and the 
security of the fortifications, were diligently restored, by the 
paternal care of Theodosius ; who with a strong hand confined the 
trembling Caledonians to the northern angle of the island; and 
perpetuated, by the name and settlement of the new province of 
Valentia, the glories of the reign of Valentinian. llB The voice of 

poetry and panegyric may add, perhaps with some degree of 
truth, that the unknown regions of Thule were stained with the 
blood of the Picts; that the oars of Theodosius dashed the waves 
of the Hyperborean ocean; and that the distant Orkneys were 
the scene of his naval victory over the Saxon pirates. 11II He left 
the province with a fair, as well as splendid, reputation; and was 
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Immediately promoted to the rank of master-general" of the cavalry, 
by a prince who could applaud, without envy, the merit of his 
servants. In the important station of the Upper Danube, tbe 
conqueror of Britain checked and defeated the armies of the Ale
manni, before he was chosen to suppress the revolt of Africa. 

III. The prince who refuses to be the judge, instructs the peo
ple to consider him as the accomplice, of his ministers. '1'he mil
itary command of Africa had been long exercised by Count Ro
manus, and his abilities were not inadequate to his station; but, 
as sordid interest was the sole motive of his conduct, he acted, on 
most occasions, as if he had been the enemy of the province, and 
the friend of the barbarinns of the desert. The three flourishing 
cities of Oea, Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the n~me of Tri
poli, had long constituted a federal union,120 were obliged, for 
the first time, to shut their gates against a hostile invasion; several 
of their most honorable citizens were surprised and massacred; the 
villages, and even the suburbs, were pillaged; and the vines and 
fruit trees of that rich territory were extirpated by the malicious 
savages of Getulia. The unhappy provincials implored the pro
tection of Romanus ; but they soon found that their military gov
ernor was not less cruel and rapacious than the barbarians. As 
they were incapable of furnishing the four thousand camels, and 
the exorbitant present, which he required, before he would march 
to t1\e assistance of Tripoli; his demand was equivalent to a re
fusal, and he might justly be accused as the author of the public 
calamity. In th~ annual assembly of the three cities, they nomi
nated two deputies, to lay at the feet of Valentinian the custom
ary offering of a gold victory; and to accompany this tribute of 
duty, rather than of gratitude, with their humble complaint, that 
they were ruined by the enemy, and betrayed by their governor. 
If the severity of Valentinian had been rightly directed, it would 
have fallen on the guilty head of Romanus. But the count, long 
exercised in the arts of corruption, had despatched a swift and 
trusty messenger to secure the venal friendship of Remigius, mus
ter of the offices. The wisdom of the Imperial council was ue
ceived by artifice; and their honest indignation was cooled by 
delay. At length, when the repetition of complaint hau been 
justified by the repetition of public misfortunes, the notary Palla
dius was sent from the court of Treves, to examine the stnte of 
Africa, and the conduct of Romanus. The rigid impartiality of 
Palladius was easily disarmed: he was tempted to reserve for 
himself a part of the public treasure, which he brought with him 
for the payment of the troops; and from the moment that he was 
conscious of his own guilt, ~e could no longer refuse to attest the 
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innocence and merit of the count. The charge of the Tripolitnnl'l 
was declared to be false and frivolous ; and l'alladius himself was 
sent back from Treves to Africa, with a special commission to dis
cover ani pro5ecute the authors of this impious conspiracy against 
the representatives of the sovereign. His inquiries were managed 
with so much d 'xterity and success, that he compelled the citizens 
of Leptis, whe had sustained a recent sje~e of ejght days, to con
tradict the truth of their own decrees, and. to censure the behavior 
of their own depnties. A bloody sentence was pronounced, with. 
out hesitation, by the rash and headstrong cruelty of Valentinian. 
The president of Tripoli, who had presumed to pity the distress 
of the province, was pablicly executed at Utica; four distin
guishecl citizens were put to death., as the accomplices of the im· 
aginary fraud; and the tongnes of two others were cut out, by 
the express order of the emperor. Romanus, elated by impunity, 
and irritated by resistance, was still continued in the military 
command; till the Africans were provoked, by his avarice, to join 
the rebellious standard of 1!'irmus, the :Moor.l21 

His father Nabal was one of the richest and most powerful of 
the Moorish princes, wh:) acknowledged the supremacy of Rome. 
But as he left, either by his wives or concubines, a very numerom. 
posterity, the wealthy inheritance was eagerly disputed; and 
Zamma, one of his sons, was slain in a domestic quarrel by his 
brother Firmus. The implacable zeal with which Romanus prose~ 
cuted the legal revenge of this murder, could be ascribed only to a 
motive of avarice, or personal hatred; but, -on this occasion, his 
claims were just; his influence was weighty; and Firmus clearly 
understood, that he must either present his neck to the execu~ 
tioner, or apperl.l from the sentence of the Imperial consistory to 
his sword, and to the people. m Ho was received as the deliverer 
of his country, and, as Su')ll as it appeared that Romanus was for
midable only to a submissive province, the tyrant of Africa he
cam3 the object of nnivQrsal contempt. The ruin of Cresarea, 
which was plundered and burnt by the licentious barbarians, con, 
vinced the refractory cities of the danger of resistance; the powe\ 
of Firmus was established, at least in the provinces of l\Iauritani_ 
and Numidia; and it seemed to be his only doubt whether h~ 
should assume the diadem of a l\'Ioorish king, or the purple of " 
Roman emperor. But the imprudent and unhappy Africans soon 
discovered, that, in this rash insurrection, they had not suffi· 
ciently consulted their own strength, or the abilities of their 
leader. Before he could procure any certain intel1igence, that the 
emperor of the W cst had fixed the choice of a general, or that a 
fleet of transports was collected at the mouth of the Rhone, he 
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was suddenly informed that the great Theodosius, with R sman 
band of veterans, had landed near Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the Afri
can coast; and the timid usurper sunk under the ascendant of vir
tue and military genius. Though Firmus possessed arms and 
treasures, his despair of victory immediately reduced him to the 
use of those arts, 'which, in the same country, and in a similar sit
uation, had formerly been practised by the crafty Jugurtha. He 
attempted to deceive, by an apparent suhmission, the vigilance of 
the Homan general; to seduce the fidelity of his troops; and to 
protract the duration of the war, by successi \'ely engaging the in
dependent tribes of Africa to espouse his quarrel, or to protect his 
flight. Theodosius imitated the example, and obtained the suc
cess, of his predecessor Metellus. When FirmU!~, in the characttr 
of a suppliant, accused his own rashness, and humbly solicited the 
clemency of the emperor, the lieutenant of Valelltinian received 
and dismissed him with a friendly embrace: but he diligently re
quired the useful and substantial pledges of a sincere repentance i 
nor could he be persuaded, by the assurances of peace, to suspend, 
for an instant, the. operations of an active war. A dark conspir
acy was detected by the penetration of Theodosius; and he satis
fied, without much reluctance, the public indignation, which he 
had secretly excited. Severnl of the .guilty accomplices of Firmus 
were abandoned, according to ancient custom, to the tumult of a 
military execution; many more, by tlle amputation of both their 
hands, continued to exhibit an instructive spectacle of horror; 
the hatred of the rebels was accompanied with fear; and the fear 
of the Roman soldiers was mingled with respectful admiration. 
Amidst the boundless plains of Getulia, and the innumerable val
leys of Mount Atlas, it was impossible to prevent the escape of 
Firmus; and if the usurper could have tired the patience of his 
antagonist, he would have secured his person in the depth of some 
remote solitude, and expected the hopes of a future revolution. 
He was subdued by the perseverance of Theouosius; who had 
formed an inflexible determination, that the war should end only 
by the death of the tyrant; and that every nation of Africa, which 
presumed to support his cause, should be involved in his ruin. 
At the head of a sman body of troops, w!lich seldum exceeded 
three thousand five hundred men, the Roman general advanced, 
with a steady pI udence, devoid of rashness or of fear, into the 
heart of a country, where he was sometimes attacked hy armies of 
twenty thousand :l\foors. The boldnes~ of his charge dismayed 
the irregular barbarians ;' they were disconcerted by his seasona
ble and orderly retreats; they were continually baffled by the un
known resources of the military art; and they felt and confessed 
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the just R~lperiority which was assumed by the leader of n civilized 
nation. When 'l'heodosius entered the extensive dominions of 
Igmazen, kiug of the Isaflenses, the haughty savage lequired, in 
wO!'ds of deiianee, his name, and the ohject of his expedition. 
" I am," replied the stern and' disdainful count, "I am the gen. 
eral of Vulentinian, the lord of the world; who has sent me, 
hither to llursue and punish a debp3rate robber. Deliver him in
stantly into my hands; and be assured, that if thou dost not obey 
the commands of my invincible sovereign, thou, and the people 
over whom thou reignest, shall be utterly extirpated. "* As soon 
as Igmazen was satisfied, that his enemy had strength and resolu
tion to execute the fatal menace, he consented to purchase a. 
necessary peace by the sacrifice of a guilty fugitive. The guards 
that were placed to secure the person of Firmus deprived him of 
the hopes of escape; and the Moorish tyrant, after wine had ex
tinguished the sense of danger, disappointed the insulting triumph 
of the Romans, by strangling himself in the night. His dead 
body, the only present which Igmazen could offer to the con
queror, was carelessly thrown upon a camcI; and Theodosius, 
leading back his victorious troops to Sitifi, was saluted by the 
warmest ucclmnations of joy and loyalty. 1~3 

Africa had been lost by the vices of Romanus ; it was restored 
by the virtues of Theodosius; and our curiosity may be usefully 
directed to the inquiry of the respective treutment which the two 
generals received from the Imperial comt. The authority of 
Count Romanus had bepn suspended by the master-general of 
the cavalry; and he was committed to safe and honorable custody 
till the end of the war. His crimes were proved by the most 
authentic evidence j and the public expected, with some impa
tience, the decree of severe justice. But the partial and powerful 
favor of l\:Iellobaudes encouraged him to challenge his legal 
judges, to obtain repeated delays for the purpose of procuring a 
crowd of friendly witnesses, and, finally, to cover his guilty con
duct, by the additional guilt of fraud and forgery. About the 
same time, the restorer of Britain and Africa, on a vague suspicion 
that his name and services were superior to the rank of a subject, 
wus ignominiously beheaded at Carthage. Valcntinian no longer 
reigned j and the death of Tlwodosius, as well as the impunity of 
Romanus, may justly be imputed to the arts of the ministers, who 
abused the confidence, and deceived the inexperienced youth, of 
his sons.124 

If the geographical accuracy of Ammianus had been fortunately 

* The war was 1 lnger protracted than this sentence would lead us to suppose' it 
was not till defeated more than once, that Igmazcn yieldell. Amm. xxix. 5.-~i. 
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bestowed on the British exploits of .Theodosins, we should have 
traced, with eager curiosity, the distinct and domestic footsteps 
of his march. But the tedious enumeration of the unknown and 
uninteresting tribes of Afl"jca may be reduced to the general re
mark, that they were all of the swarthy race of the Moors; that 
they inhabited the back settlements of the Mauritanian and Numid
ian province, the country, as they have since been termed by the 
Arabs, of dates lnd of locusts; m and that, as the Roman power 
declined in Africa, the boundary of civilizeu mnnners and culti
vated land was insensibly contracted. Beyond the utmost limits 
of the :Moors, the vast and inhospitable desert of the South ex· 
tends above a thousand miles to the banks of the Niger. The an
cients, who had a very faint anel imperfect knowledge of the great 
peninsula of Africa, were sometimes tempted to believe, that the 
torrid zone must ever remain destitute of inhabitants; 126 and they 
sometimes amused their fancy by filling the vacant space with 
headless men, 01· rather monsters; 127 with horned and cloven
footed satyrs; 128 with fabulous centaurs; 129 and with human 
pygmies, who waged a bold and doubtful warfare against the 
cranes. 130 Carthage would have trembled at the strange intelli
gence that the countries un either side of the equator were filled 
with innumerable nations, who differed only in their color from 
the ordinary appearance of the human species; and the subjects 
of the Roman empire might have anxiously expected, that the 
swarms Qf barbarians, which issued from the North, would soon 
be encountered from the South by new swarms of barbarians, 
equally fierce and equally formidable. These gloomy terrors 
would indeed have been dispelled by a more intjmate acquaint-: 
ance with the character of their African enemies. The inaction of 
the negroes does not seem to be the effect either of their virtue or 
of their pusillauimity. They indulge, like the rest of mankind, 
their passions and appetites, and the adjacent tribes are engaged 
in frequent acts of hostility. lSI But their rude ignorance has 
never invented any effectual weapons of defence, or of destruc
tion; they appear incapable of forming any extensive plans of 
government, or conquest; and the obvious inferiority of their 
mental faculties has been discovered and abused by the nations of 
the temperate zone. Sixty thousand blacks are annUlllly em
barked from the coast of Guinea, never to return to thp-ir native 
country; but they are embarked in chains; 132 and this constant 
emiomtion which, in the space of two centuries, might have fur
nisl~d artdies to overrun the globe, accuses the guilt of Europe, 
and the weakness of Africa. 

IV. Th0 ignominious treaty, which saved the army of Jovian, 
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had been faithfully executeq. on the siLle of the Romans; and c 
they had solemnly renounced the sovereignty and alliance o. 
Armenia and Iberia, those tributary kingdoms were exposed, with 
out protection, to the arms of the Persian monarch. 1s3 Sapo.. 
entered the Armenian territories at the head of a formiuable host 
of curiassiers, of archers, and of mercenary foot; but it was th( 
invariable practice of Sapor to mix war and negotiation: and tc 
consider falsehood and perjury as the most powerful instrumcntf 
of regal policy. IIe affected to praise the prudent and moderate 
conduct of the king of Armenia; and the unsuspicious Tirmms 
was persuaded, by the repeated assurances of insidious friendship, 
to deliver hia person into the hands of a faithless and cruel 
enemy. In the midst of a splen<lid entertainment, he was bound 
in chains of silver, as an honor due to the blood of the Arsacides ; 
and, after a short confinement in the Tower of Oblivion at Ecbn
tana, he was released from t.he miseries of life, either by his own 
dagger, or by that of ,an assassin. * The kingdom of Armenia was 
reduced to the state of a Persian province; the administration 
was shared between a distinguished satrap and a fayorite eunuch; 
and Sapor ill,\rched, without delay, to subdue the martial spirit of 
the Iberians. Sauromaccs, who reigned in that country by the 
permission of the emperors, was expelled by a superior force; 
and, as an insult on the majesty of Rome, the king of kings placed 
a diadem on the head of his abject vassal Aspacuras. The city of 
Artogerassa 134 was the only place of Armenia t which presumed 
to resist the efforts of his arms. The treasure deposited in that 
strong fortress tempted tl\e avarice of Sapor; but the danger of 
Olympias, the wife or widow of the Armenian king, excited We 

'public compassIOn, and animated the desperate valor of her sub
jects and soldiers. ~ The Persians were surprised and repulsl~d 

* According to M. St. 'Martin, Sapol', though supported by thl' two apostate Ar
menian prince", l\leroujan the Ardzronniull alld Vahall the l\Iami~onian, wus g'al·
lantly rl'slstcd by Arsaces, and his brave though impioll' wife Pharandsem. His 
troops were deleated hy Vasag, the high cOlll;tuble of the killgdom. (Sce M. St. 
Marlin.) But after four years' couragcoul! defcnce of Ins kingdom, Ar:;:aces wall 
abandoned hy his nobles, and obliged to acc('pt the perfidious ho:-,pitality of ~apor. 
He was blinded and impri~on('d in the ,. Castle of Oblivi:m ;" his brave generat 
Va"ug was llayed alive; his skin f.tuffed and placed ncar the ldn~ in his lonely
pri"oll. It was not till many years uftcr (A.D. 371) that he stabbed Ilimself, accord
ing to the romantic lStory (tit. 1\1. iii. 387, 389), in a paroxysm of excitement at his 
restOratioll to royal hOllor", St. Martin, AddItions toLe Bean, iii. 28:;, 290.-M. 

t Artuxutu, Vaghar:>chaburl, or Edclimiaclzin, Erovanta8clwd, and many other 
cities, in all of which there was a. considerable J eWlslJ populution, were tukell and 
destroyed.-l\L 

:1: Pharandsem, not Olympins, refusin~ the orders of her captive husband to sur· 
render berself to Sapor, threw ber:self mto Artogerassa. St. Martin, iii. 293, 002. 
She defended herself for fourteen month>;, till famine and disellse had left fcw sur
vi vorl! out of 11,000 soldiers Ilnd 6000 women who had taken l'efuge in the fortress. 
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under the wal!s of Artogerassa, by a bold and well-concerted saJIy 
of the besieged. But the forccs of Sapor were continually rc
newed and increased; the hopeless courage of the garrison w~s 
exhausted j the strength of the walls yielded to the assault j and 
the proud conqueror, after wasting the rebellious city with fire 
and sword, lcd away captive an unfortunate queen j who, in a 
more auspicious hour, had been the dClltincd bride of the son of 
Consta.ntine. 130 Yet if Sn,110r already triumllhed in the easy con
quest of two dependent kingdoms, he soon felt, that a conntry is 
unsubdued as long as the minds of the people are actuated by a 
]lOstile and contumacious spirit. The !!atraps, whom he was 
obliged to trust, embraced the first opportunity of regaining the 
aiIection of their countrymen, and- of signalizing their immortal 
hatred to the Persian name. Since the conversion of the Arme
nians and Iberians, those naHons considered the Christians as the 
favorites, and the Mugi':m; us the adversaries, of the Supreme Be
ing: the influence of the clergy, over a superstitious people, was 
uniformly exerted in the cause of Rome j nnd as long as the suc
cessors of Constantine disputed with those of Artaxerxes the sov
ereignty of the intermediate provinces, the religious connection 
always threw a decisiVe) advantage i.nto the scale of the empire. 
A numerous and active party acknowledged Para, the son of 
T.irallUs, as the lawful sovereign of Armenia, and his title to th~ 
throne was deeply rooted in the hereditary succession of five hun
dred years. By the unanimous consent of the Iberians, the coun
try was equally divided betw'een the rival princes j and Aspacuras, 
who owed his diadem to the choice of Sapor, was obliged to de
clare, that his regard for his children, who were detained as hos
tages by the tyrant, was the only consideration which prevented 
him from openly renouncing the allegiance of Persia. The em
pOl'or Valcns, who respected the obligations of tllP. treaty, and who 
was apprehensive of involving the East in a dangerous war, ven
tured, with slow and cautious ,measures, to support the Roman 
party in the kingdoms of Iberia and Armenia.* Twelve legions 
established the authority of Sauromaces on the banks of the 
Cyrus. The Euphrates was protected by the valor of Arintboous. 
A powerful army, under the command of Count Trajan, and of 
Vadomair, king of the Alemanni, fixed their camp on the confines 
of Armenia. But they were strictly enjoined not to commit th~ 

She then thl'ew open the gates with her own hand. M. St. Martin adds, what even 
the horrors of Oriental wlIrfare will scarcely permit us to credit, that she was ex
po"cd by Eapor on a vublic scatl'olcl to the brutal IU8ts of his boldlCry, and after. 
w:mb impaled. iii. 373, etc,-lIl.

* According to 'l'hemMius, quoted by St. Martin, he once advanced to the Ti· 
gris, iii. 43ti.-M. 

R. E. ii.-7 
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first hostilities, which might be understood &s a breach of the 
treaty; and such was the implicit obedience of the Roman gen
erals, that they retr'eated, with exemplary patience, under a shower 
of Persian arrows, till they had clearly acquired a just title to aD 
honorable and legitimate victory. Yet these appearances of war 
insensibly subsided in a vain and tedious negotiation. The con
tending parties supported their claims by mutual reproaches of 
pcrfiuy and ambition; and it should seem, that the original treaty 
was expressed in very obscure terms, since they were reduced to 
the necessity of making their inconclusive appeal to the partial 
testimony of the generals of the two nations, who had assisted at 
tile negotiations. 13o The invasion of the Goths and Huns, which 
soon afterwards shook the foundations of the Roman empire, ex
posed the provinces of Asia to the arms of Sapor. But the de
clining age, and perhaps the infirmities, of the monarch suggested 
new lllaxim~ of tranquillity and moderation. His death, which 
happened in the full maturity of a reign of seventy years, changed 
in a moment the court and councils of Persia; and their attention 
was most probably engaged by domestic troubles, and the distant 
efforts of a Carman ian war.131 The remembrance of ancient in
juries was lost in the enjoyment of peace. The kingdoms of 
Armenia and Iberia were permitted, by the mutual, though tacit 
90nsent of both empires, to resume their doubtful neutrality. In 
the first years of the reign of Theodosius, a Persian embas')y 
arrived at Constantinople, to excuse the unjustifiable measures of 
the former reign; and to offer, as the tribute of friendship, or 
even of respect, a splendid present of gems, of silk, and of Indian 
elephants. 13 

" 

In the general picture of the affairs of the EJ.st under the reign 
of Valens, the adventures of Para form one of the most striking 
and singular objects. The noble youth, by the persuasion of his 
mother Olympias, had escaped through the Persian host that be
sieged Artogerassa, and implored the protection of the emperor of 
the East. By his timid councils, Para was alternately supported, 
and recalled, and restored, and betrayed. The hopes of the Ar
menians were sometimes raised by the presence of their natural 
sovereign,* and the ministers of Valens were satisfied, that they 
preserved the integrity of the public faith, if their vassal was not 
suffered to assume the diadem and title of King. But they ~oon 
repented of their own rashness. They were confounded by the 
reproaches and threats of the Persian monarch. They found rea
son tn distrust the cruel and incon~tant tEmper of Para himself ; 

. ---------------
. • On the reconquest of Armenia. by P'Jra, or rather by MOUBchegh, the Mami
gonian, see St. ~L lii. 37~, 38~.-M. 
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who sacrificed, to the slightest suspicions, the lives of his most 
faithful servants, and held a secret and disgraceful corresponoence 
with the assassin of his father and the enemy of his country. 
Under the specious pretence of consulting with the empero1' on 
the subject of their common interest, Para was persuaded tu G.&
scend from the mountains of Armenia, where his party was in 
arms, and to trust his independence and safety to the discretion of 
a perfidious court. The king of Armenia, for such he appeared in 
his own eyes and in those of his nation, was received with due 
honors by the governors of the provinces through which he 
passed; but when he arrived at Tarsus in Cilicia, his progress was 
stopped under various IJretences ; his motions_were wat~hed with 
respectful vigilance, and he gradually i1iscovered, that he was a 
prisoner in the hands of the Homans. Para suppressed his indig
nation, dissembled his fears, and after secretly preparing his 
escape, mounted on horseback with three hundred of his faithful 
followers. The officer stationed at the door of his apartment 
immediately communicated his flight to the consular of Cilicia, who 
overtook him in the suburbs, and endeavored, without success, 
to dissuade him from prosecuting his rash and dangerous design. 
A legion was ordered to pursue the royal fugitive; but the pur
suit of infantry could not be very alarming to a body of light cav
airy; and upon the first cloud of arrows that was discharged into 
the ah', they retreated with precipitation to the gates of Tarsus. 
After an incessant tnarch of two days and two nights, Para and 
his Armenians reached the bunks of the Euphrates; but the pas
sage of the river, which they were obliged to swim,* was at
tended with some delay and some loss. The country was 
alarmed j and the two roads, which were only separated by an in
terval of three miles, had been occupied by a thousand archers \.In 
horseback, under the command of a count and a tribune Para 
must have yielded to superior force, if the accidental arrival of a 
friendly traveller had not revealed tlte danger ~nd the means of 
escape. A dark and almost impervious path securely conveyed 
the Armenian troop through the thicket; and Para had left be
hind him the ('ount and the tribune, while they patiently expected 
his approach along the public highways. They rcturned to the 
Imperial court to excuse their want of diligence or success: and 
seriously alleged, that the king of Armenia, who was a skilful 
magician, had transformed himself and his followers, and passed 
before their eyes under a borrowed shape. t After his return to his 

:!< On planks float cd by bladdcrs.-l\f. 
t It iii cUl'iou.:; ('non~tl that the Armenian hintorJlln, F. US!l!f' of Byzantium, rep

res"llts Para as a magIcian. His impioU8 mother, Pharamlfcm, had dcyoted him to 
t~e (lemons on his birth. St. M. h'. 23.-}1. 
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naQ:l~ kingdom, Para still continued to profess himself the frend 
and ally of the Romans: but th~ Romans had injured hjm too 
decp~y ever tf') forgive, and the secret sentence of his death was 
signed by the ,council of Valens. The execution of the bloody 
deed was committed to the subtle prudence of Count Trajan ; and 
he had the merit of insinuating himself into the confidence of the 
credulous prince, that he might find an opportunity of stabbing 
him to the heart. Para was invited to a Roman banquet, which 
had been prepar_ed with all the pomp and sensuality of the East; 
the hall resounded with cheerful music, and the company was 
already heated with wine j when the count retired for an instant, 
drew his sword, and gave the signal of the murder. A robuat 
and desperate barbarian instantly rushed on the king of Armenia; 
and though he bravely defended his life with the first weapon 
that chance offcred to his hand, the table of the Imperial general 
was stained with the royal blood of a guest, and an ally. Such 
were the weak and wicked maxims of the Roman administration, 
that, to attain a doubtful object of political interest, the laws of 
nations, and the sacred rights of hospitality were inhumanly vio
lated in the face of the world. 139 , 

V. During a peaceful interval of thirty years, the Romans 
secured their frontiers, and the Goths extended their dominions. 
The victories of the great Hermanric, 140 king of the Ostrogoths, and 
the most noble of the race of the Amali, have been compared, by 
the enthusiasm of his countrymen, to the exploits o~ Alexander; 
with this singular, and almost· incredible, difference, that the 
martial spirit of the Gothic hero, instead of beingsupported by the 
vigor of youth, was displayed with g~ory and success in the ex
treme period of human life, between the age of fourscore and one 
hundred and ten years. The independent tribes were persuaded, 
or compelled, to acknowledge the king of the OstroO"oths as the 
sovereign of the Gothic nation: the chiefs of the VisiO"oths or 
Thervingi, renounced the royal title, and assumed the m~re h~m
bl~ ~ppellation of .i.udges; and, among those judges, Athanaric, 
Fnhgern, and Alavlvus, were the most illustrious by their per
sonal merit, as well as by their vicinity to the Ro~an provinces. 
These domestic conquests, which increased the military power of 
Hermanric, enlarged his amhitious desiO"ns. He invaded the ad
jacent countries of the North; and tWclve considerable nations 
whose names and limits cannot be accurately defined, successively 
yielded to the superiority of the Gothic arms.l41 The Heruli, wh« 
inhabited the m~rshy lands near the lake Mreotis, were renowned 
~or their strength and ag;ility; and th.e assistance of their light 
mfantry was ea~erly solICIted, and hIghly esteemed1 in all th. 
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wars of the barbarians. But the active spirit of the Heruli was 
subdued by the slow and steady perseverance of the Goths; and, 
after a bloody action, in which the king was slain, the remains of 
that warlike tribe became a useful accession to the camp of Her~ 
manric. He then marched against the Venedi; unskilled in the 
use of arms, and formidable only by their numbers, which filled 
the wide extent of the plains of northern Poland. The victorious 
Goths, who were not inferior in numbers, prevailed in the contest, 
by the decisive advantages of exercise and discipline. After the 
submission of the Venedi, the conqueror advanccd, without resis~ 
tance, as far as the confines of the ..2Estii ; 142 an aI!.cient people, 
whose name is still preserved in the province of Esthonia. Those 
distant inhabitants of the Baltic coast were supported by the 
labors of agriculture, enriched by the trade of amber, and conse
crated. by the peculiar worship of the :Mother of the Gods. But 
the scarcity of iron obliged the ..2Estian warriors to content them
seh'es with wooden clubs; and the reduction of that wealthy 
country is ascribed to the prudence, rather than to the arms, of 
Hermanric. His dominions, which extended from the Danube to 
the Baltic, included the native seats, and the recent acquisitions, 
of the Goths j and he reigned over the greatest part of Germany 
and Scythia with the authority of a conqueror, and sometimes 
with the cruelty of a tyrant. But he reigned over a part of the 
globe incapable of perpetuating and adorning the glories of its 
heroes. The name of Hermanric is almost buried in oblivion; hh~ 
exploits are imperfectly known; .and the Romans themselves ap
peared unconscious of the progress of an aspiring power, which 
threatened the liberty of the North, and the peace of the em
pire. us . 

The Goths had contra~ted an hereditary attachment for the im
perial house of Constantine, of whose power and liberality they 
had received so many signal proofs. They respected the public 
peace; and if a hostile band sometimes presumed to pass the Ro
man limit, their irregular conduct was candidly ascribed to the 
ungovernable spirit of the barbarian youth. Their contempt 
for two new and obscure princes, who had been raised to the 
throne by a popular election, inspired the Goths with bo1c1er 
bopes; and, while they agitated some design of marching their 
confederate force under the national standard,l44 they were easily 
temptccl to embrace the party of Procopius; and to foment, by 
their dangerous aid, the civil discord of the Romans. The public 
treaty might stipulate no more than ten thousand auxiliaries; but 
the design was so zealously adopted by the chiefs of the Visi
goths, that the arrrlY which pas;;ed the Danube amounted to the 
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number of thirty thousand men. HI'> They marched with the proud 
confidence, that their invincible valor would decide the fate of the 
Roman empire j and the provinces of Thrace groaned under the 
weight of the barbarians, who displayed the insolence of masters 
and the licentiousness of enemies. But the intemperance which 
gratified their appetites, retarded their progress; and before the 
Goths could receive any certain intelligence vf the defeat and 
death of Procopius, they perceived, by the hostile state of the 
country, that the civil and military powers were resumed by hi~ 
successful rival. A chain of posts and fortifications, Ekilfully 
disposed by Valens, or the generals of Valens, resisted their 
march, prevented their retreat, and intercepted their subsistence. 
The fierceness of the barbarians was tamed and suspended by 
hunger j they indignantly threw down their arms at the feet of 
the conqueror, who offered them food and chains: the numerous 
captives were distributed in all the cities of the East j and the 
provincials, who were soon familiarized with their savage appear
ance, ventured, by degrees, to measure their own strength with 
these formidable adversaries, whose name had so long been the 
object of their terror. The king of Scythia (and Hermani"ic alone 
could deserve so lofty a title) was grieved and exasperated by this 
national calamity. His ambassadors loudly complained, at the 
court of Valens, of the infraction of the ancient and solemn alli
ance, which had so long subsisted between the Romans anu the 
Goths. They alleged, that they had fulfilled the duty of nlli:?s, 
by assisting the kinsman and .suecessor of the emperor Julian; 
they required the immediate restitution of the noble captives; and 
they urged a very singular claim: that the Gothic generals, march
ing in arms, and in hostile array, were entitled to the sacred char
acter and privileges of ambassadors. The decent, but pert.;mp
tory, refusal of these extravagant demands, was signifi~d to the 
barbarians by Victor, master-general of the cavalry j who ex
pressed, with force and dignity, the just complaints of the em
peror of the East. 146 The negotiation was interrupted j and the 
manly exhol'tations of Valentinian encouraged his timid brother 
to vindicate the insulted majesty of the empire. 141 

The splendor and magnitude of this Gothic war are celebrated 
by a contemporary historian: as but the events sca.rcely deserve 
the attention of posterity, except as the preliminary steps of the 
approaching decline and fall of the empire. Instead of leading 
the nations of Germany and Scythia to the banks of the Danube, 
or even to the gates of Constantinople, the aged monarch of the 
Goths resigned to the brave Athanaric the danger and glory of a 
defensive war, against an enemy, who wielded with a fteble band 
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the powers of a mighty state. A bridge of boats was established 
upon the Danube ; the preserice of Valens animated his troops; 
and his ignurance of the art of war was compensated by personal 
bravery, and a wise deference to the advice of Victor and Arin
tlueus. his-masters-general of the cavalry and infantry. The op
erations of the campaign were conducted by their skill and experi
ence ; but they found it impossible to drive the Visigoths from 
their strong posts in the mountains; and the devastation of the 
plains obliged the Homans themselves to repass the Danube on the 
approach of winter. The incessant rains, which swelled the 
waters of the river, produced a tacit suspension of arms, and con
fined the emperor Valens, during the whole course of the ensuing 
summer, to his camp of ~Iarcianopolis. The third year of the war 
was more favorable to the Romans, and more pernicious' to the 
Goths. The interruption of trade deprived the barbarians of the 
objects of luxury, which they already confounded with the neces
saries of life, and the desolation of a very extensive tract of coun
try threatened them with the horrors of famine. Athanaric was 
provoked, or compelled, to risk a battle, which he lost, in the 
plains; and the pursuit was rendered more bloody by the cruel 
precaution of the -victorious generals, who had promised a large 
reward for the head of every Goth that was brought into the Im
perial camp. The submission of the barbarians appeased the 
resentment of Valens and his council: the emperor listened with 
satisfaction to the flattering and eloquent remonstrance of the sen
ate of Constantinople, which assumed, for the first time, a share in 
the public deliberations; and the same generals, Victor and Arin
thrnus, who had successfully directed the conduct of the war, were 
empowered to regulate the conditions of pt'ace. The freedom of 
trade, which the Goths had hitherto enjoyed, was restricted to 
two cities on the Danube; the raslelCss of Tht:ir leaders was 
severely punished by the suppression of their pensions and sub
sidies; and the exception, which Wus st.ipulated in favor of Atha
narie alone, was more advantageous than honorable to the Judge 
of the Visigoths. Athanaric, who, on this occasion, appears to 
have consulted his private interest, without expecting the ord(>r£ 
of his sovereign, supported his own dignity, and thai of his tribe, 
in the personal interview which was proposed by the ministers of 
Valens. He persisted in his declaration, that it was impossible 
for him, without incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to set his foot 
on the territory of the empire; and it is more than probable, that 
his regard for the sanctity of an oath was confirmed by the recent 
and fatal examples of Roman treachery. The Danuhe, which sep
arated the dominions of the two independent nations, was chosen 
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for the scene of the conference. The emperor of the East, and 
the Juuge of the Visigoths, accompanied by an equal number of 
ftrmed followers, advanced in their respective barges to the mid
dl3 of the stream. After the ratification of the treaty, and the 
delivery of hostages, Valens l'eturned in triumph to Constanti
nople; and the Goths remained in a state of tranquillity about six 
years ; till they were violently impelled against the Rom:ln <:mpire 
by an innumerable host of Scythians, who appeared to issue from 
the frozen regions of the North. 149 

The emperor of the West, who had resigned to his brother the 
command of the Lower Danube, reserved for his immediate cal'e 
the a.efence of the Rhmtian and 111yrian provinces, which spread 
so many hundred miles along the greatest of the European rivers. 
The active po1icy of Valentinian was continually employed in 
adding new fortifications to the security of the frontier: but the 
abuse of this poliey provoked the just resentment of the barba
rians. The Quadi complained, that the ground for an intended 
fortress had been marked out on their territories; and their com
plaints were urged with so much reason and moderation, that 
Equitius, master-gen~ral of Illyricum, consented to suspend the 
prosecution ')f the work, till he should be more clearly infQrmed 
of the will of his sovereign. This fair occasion of injuring a 
l'ival, and of advancing the fortune of his son, was eagerly em· 
braced by the inhuman ~faximin, the prrefect, or rather tyrant, of 
Gaul. The passions of Valentinian were impatient of control; 
and he credulously listened to the assurances of his favorite, that 
if the government of Valeria, and the direction of the work, were 
intrusted to the zeal of his son Marcellinus, the emperor should no 
longer be importuned with the audacious remonstrances of the 
barbarians. The subjects of Rome, and the natives of Germany, 
were insulted by the arrogance of a young and worthless minister, 
who considered his rapid elevation as the proof and reward of his 
superior merit. He affected, however, to receive the modest ap
plication of Gabinius, king of the Quadi, with some attention and 
regard: but this artful civility concealed a dark and bloody de
sign, and the credulous prince was persuaded to accept the press
ing invitation of Marcelli nus. I am at a loss how to vary the nar
rative of similar crimes; or how to relate, that, in the course of 
the same year, but in remote parts of the empire, the inhospitable 
table of two Imperial generals was stained with the royal blood of 
two guests and allies, inhumanly murdered by their order, and 
in their presence. The fate of Gabinius, and of Para, was the 
same: but the cruel death of their sovereign was resented in a 
very different manner by the servile temper of the Armenians, and 
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tl1e free and daring spirit of the Germans. The Quadi were much 
aeclined from that formidable power, which, in the time of :Mar
cus Antoninus, had spread terror to the gates of Rome. But they 
still possessed arms and courage; their courage was animated by 
despair, and they obtained the usual re-enforcement of the cavahy 
of their Sarmatian allies. So improvident was the assassin 1tIar
cellinus, that he chose the moment when the bravest veterans IU:.d 
been drawn away, to suppress the revolt of Firmus; and the 
whole province was exposed, with a very feeble defence, to the 
rage of the exasperated barbarians. They invaded Pannonia in 
the season of harvest; unmercifully destroyed every object of 
plunder which they could not easily transport; and either dis
regarded, or demolished, the empty fortifications. The princess 
Constantia, the daughter of the emperor Constantius, and the 
granddaughter of the great Constantine, very narrowly escaped. 
-That royal maid, who had innocently supported the revolt of Pro
eo pius, was now the destincd wife of the heir of the Western em
pire. She traversed the peacefnl province with a splendid and 
unarmed train. Her person was sa"l('d from danger, and the re
public from disgrace, by the active zeal of 1tIessala, governor of 
the provinces. As soon as he was informed that the village, 
where she stopped only to dine, was almost encompassed by the 
barbarians, he hastily placed her in his own chariot, and drove 
full speed till he reached the gates of Sirmium, which were at the 
distance of six-and-twenty miles. Even Silmium might not have 
been secure, if the Quadi and Sarmatians had diligently advanced 
during the general consternation of the magistrates ~Ind people. 
rheir delay allowed Probus, the Prrotorilln prrefect, sufficient time 
to recover his own spirits, and to revive the courage of the citi
Zt;ns. He skilfully directed their strenuous efforts to repair and 
strengthen the decayed fortifications; and procured the seasona
ble and effectual assistance of a company of archers, to protect thG 
capital of the Illyrian pr()vinces. Disappointed in their attempts 
against the wans of Sirmium, the indignant barbarians turned 
their arms against the master-general of the frontier, to-whc}m 
they unjustly attrihuted the murder of their king. Equitius could 
bring into the field no more'than two legions; but they contained 
the veteran strength of the Mresian and Pannonian bands. The 
obstinacy with which they disputed the vain honors of rank and 
precedency, was the cause of their destruction; and while they 
acted with separate forces and divided councils, tlley were sur
prised and slaughtered by the active vigor of the Sarmatian 
horse. The success of this invasion provoked the emulation of 
the bordering tribes; and the province of :Mresia would infallibly 
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have been lost, if young Theodosius, the duke, or military com
mander, of the frontier, had not signalized, in the defeat of the 
public enemy, an intrepid genins, worthy of his illustrious father, 
and of his future greatness. l~O 

The mind of Valentinian, who then resided at Treves, was 
deeply affected hy the calamities of Illyricum; out the lateness of 
the season suspended the execution of his designs till the ensuing 
spring. He marched in person, with a considerable part of the 
forces of Gaul, from the banks of the ffloselle: and to the supplt
ant ambassadors of the Sarmatians, who met him on the way, he 
returned a doubtful answer, that, as soon as he reached the scene 
of action, he should examine, and pronounce. When he arrived 
at Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of the Illyrian prov
inces; who loudly congratulated their own felicity under the aus
picious government of Probus, his Prmtorian prrefect. lSl Valen
tinian, who was flattered by these demonstrations of. their loyalty 
and gratitude, imprudently asked. the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic 
philosopher of intrepid sincerity, Hi2 whether he was freely sent by 
the wishes of the province. "With tears and groans am I sent, " 
replied Iphicles, "by a reluctant people. " The emperor paused: 
but the impunity of his ministers established the pernicious max
im, that they might oppress his subjects without injuring his seI'
vice. A strict inlluiry into their conduct would have relieved the 
public discontent. The severe condemnation of the murder of 
Gabinius, was the only measure which could restore the confidence 
of the Germans, and vindicate the honor of the Roman name. 
But the haughty monarch was incapable of the magnanimity 
which dares to aclmowleilge a fault. lie forgot the provocation, 
remembered only the injury, and advanced into the country of the 
Quadi with an insd.tiate thirst of blood and revenge. The ex
treme devastation, and promiscuous massacre, of a savage war, 
were justified, in the eyes of the emperor, and perhaps in those of 
the world, by the cruel equity of retaliation : !~3 and such was the 
discipline of the Romans, and the consternation of the enemy, 
that V:alentinian repassed the Danuhe without the loss of a single 
man. As he had resolved to complete the dc!;truction of the 
Quadi by a second campaign, he fixed his winter quarters at 
Bregetio, on the Danube, near the Hungarian city of Presburg. 
While the operations of war were suspended by the severity of the 
weather~ the Quadi made an humble attempt to deprecate the 
wrath of their conquer9r; and, at the earnest persuasion of Equi
tius, their ambassadors were introduced into the Imperial council. 
They approached the throne with bended bodies and dejected 
countenances; and, without oaring to complain of the murder of 
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their king, they affirmed, with solemn oaths, that the late lDvasion 
was the crime of some irregular robbers, which the public council 
of the nation condemned and abhorred. The answer of the em
peror left them but little to hope from his clemency or compas
sion. He reviled, in the most intemperate language, their base
ness, their ingratitude, their insolence. His eyes, his voice, his 
color, his gestures, expressed the violence of his ungoverned fury: 
and while his whole frame was agitated with convulsive passion, 
a large blood-vessel suddenly hurst in his hody; and Valentinian 
feU speechless into the arms of his attendants. Their pious care 
immediately concealed his situation from the crowd ; but, ill a 
few minutes, the emperor of the West expired in an agony of 
pain, retaining his senses till the last; and struggling, without 
success, to declare his intentions to the generals and ministers, 
who surrounded the royal couch. Valentinian was about fifty
four years of age; and he wanted only one hundred days to ac
complish the twelve years of his reign. m 

The polygamy of Valentinian is seriously attested by an ecclesi
astical historian. m "The empress Severa (1 relate the fable) ad
mitted into her familiar society the lovely Justina, the daughter of 
an Italian governor: her admiration of th03e naked charms, 
which she had oft~n seen in the bath, was expre8sed with 811ch 
laVIsh and imprudent praise, that the emperor was tempted to in
troduce a second wife mto his bed; and his public edict ex
tended to all the subjects of the empire the same domestic 
privilege which he had assume~ for himself." But we may 
be assured, from the evidence of reason, as well as history, 
that the two marriages of Valentinian, with Severa, and 
with Justina, were successively contracted; and that he used the 
ancient pelrtuission of divorce, which was still allowed by the 
laws, though it was condemned by the church. Severa was the 
mother o,f Gratian, who f>eemed to unite every claim which could 
entitle him to the undoubtE::d succession of the Western empire. 
He was the eldest son of a monarch whose glorious reign had 
confirmed the free and honorable choice of his fellow-soldiers. 
Before he had attained the ninth year of his age, the royal youth 
received from the hands of his indu1gent father the purple robe 
and diadem, with the title of Augustus: the election was solemnly 
ratified by the consent and applause of the armies of Gaul; luS 

and the name of Gratian was added to the names of Valcntinian 
and ValeDs, ~ all the legal transactions of the Roman govern
ment. By his marriage with the granddaughter of Constantine, 
the son of Valentinian acquired all the hereditary rights of the 
Flavian family; which, in a series of three Imperial generations, 
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were sanctified by time, religion, and the reverence of the people. 
At the death of his father, the royal youth was in the seventeenth 
year of his age; and his virtues already justified the favorable 
opinion of the army and people. But Gratian resided, without 
apprehension, in the palace of Treves; whilst at the distance of 
many hundred miles, Valentini an suddenly expired in the camp of 
Bregetio. The passions, which had been so long suppressed by 
the presence of a master, immediately revived in the Imperial 
council; and the ambitious design of reigning in the name of an 
infant, was artfully executed by Mellobaudes and Equitius, wh9 
commanded the '::tttachment of the Illvrian and Italian bands. 
They contrived the most honorable pret;uces to remove the popu-· 
lar leaders, and the troops of Gaul, who might have asserted the 
claims of the lawful successor; they suggested the necessity of 
extinguishing the hopes of foreign and domestic enemies, by a 
bold and decisive measure. The empress Justina, who had been 
left in a palace about one hundred miles from Bregetio, was re
spectfully invited to appear in the cnmp, with the son of the de
ceased emperor. On the sixth day after the death of Valentinian, 
the infant prince of the same name, who was only four years old, 
was shown, in the arms of his mother, to the legions; and sol
emnly invested, by military acclamation, with the titles and 
ensigns of supreme power. The impending dangers of a civil war 
were seasonably prevented by the wise and moderate conduct of 
the emperor Gratian. He cheerfully accepted the choice of the 
army; declared that he should always consider the son of J ustinn. 
as a brother, not as a riyal; and advised the empress, with her 
bon Valentinian, to fix their residence at Milan, in the fair and 
peaceful province of Italy; while he assumed the more arduous 
command of the countries beyonn the Alps. Gratian dissembled 
his resentment till he could safel) p,mish, or disgrace, the authori 
of the conspiracy; and though he uniformly behaved with ten
derness and regard to his infant colleague, he gradually cori.: 
founded, in the administration of the Western empire, the office 
of a guardian with the authority of a sovereign. The government 
of the Roman world was exercised in the united names of Val ens 
and his two nephews; but the feeble emperor of the East, who 
succeeded to the rank of his elder brother, never obtained any 
weight or influence in the councils of the West. In 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

1I.ll.""NER8 OF THE PASTORAL NATIONS.-PROGRESS C,F THE BUNS: 
FROM CHINA TO EUROPE.-FLIGHT OF THE GOTHS.-TllEY PASS 
THE DANUBE.-GOTHIC WAR.-DEFEAT AND DEAT~ OFVALENS.
GRATIAN INVESTS THEODOSIUS WITH THE EASTERN EMPIRE.
HIS CHARACTER AND SUCCESS.-PEACE AND SETTLEMENT OF THE 
GOTHS. 

IN the second year of the reign of Valentinian and Valens, on 
the morning of the twenty-first day of July, the greatest part of 
the Roman world was shaken by a violent and destructive earth
quake. The impression was communicated to the 'Waters; the 
shores of the ~lediterranean were left dry by the sudden retreat 
of the sea; great quantities of fish were caught with the hand; 
large vessels were stranded on the mud; and a curious spectator 1 

amused his eye, or rather his fancy, by contemplationg the various 
appearance of valleys and mountains, which had never, since the 
formation of the globe, been exposed to the sun. But the tide 
soon returned, with the weight of an immense and irresistible 
deluge, which was severely felt on the coasts of Sicily, of Dal
matia, of Greece, and of Egypt: large boats were transported, 
and lodged on the roofs of houses, or at the distance of two miles 
from the shore; the people, with their habitations, were swept 
away by the waters; and the city of Alexandria annually com
memorated the fatal day, on which fifty thousand persons had 
lost their lives in the inundation. This calamity, the report of 
which was magnified from one province to another, astonished 
and terrified the subjects of Rome; and their affrighted imagina
tion enlarged the real extent of a momentary evil. They recol
lected the preceding earthquakes, which had subverted the cities 
of Palestine and Bithynia: they c(\nsidered these alarming 
strokes as the prelude only of still more dreadful calamities, and 
their fearful vanity was disposed to confound the symptoms of a 
declining empire and a sinking world. 2 It was the fashion of the 
times to attribute every remarkable event to the particular will of 
the Deity; the alterations of nature ~ere connected, by an invisi
ble chain, with the moral and metaphysical opinions of the human 
mind; and the most sagacious divines could distinguish, accOl'd
ing to the color of their respective prejudices, that the establish
ment of heresy tended to produce an earthquake; or that a del
uge was the inevitable consequence of the progress of sin and 
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error. Without presuming to discuss the truth or propriety 01 
these lofty speculations, the historian may content himself with 
an observation, which seems to be justified by experience, that 
man has much more to fear from the passions of his fellow-creat
ures, than from the convulsions of the elements. S The mis
chievous effects of an earthquake, or deluge, a hurricane, or the 
eruption of a volcano, bear a very inconsiderable proportion to 
the ordinary calamities of war, as they are now moderated by the 
prudence or humanity of the princes of Europe, who amuse their 
own leisure, and exercise the courage of their subjects, in the prac
tice of the military art. But the laws and manners of modern 
nations protect the safety and freedom of the vanquished soldier; 
and the peaceful citizen has seldom reason to complain, that his 
life, or even his fortune, is exposed to the rage of war. In the 
disastrous period of the fall of the Roman empire, which may 
justly be dated from the reign of Va]ens, the happiness and se
curity of each individual were personally attacked; and the arts and 
labors of ages were rudely defaced by the barbarians of Scythia 
and Germany. The invasion of the Huns precipitated on the 
provinces of the West the Gothic nation, which advanced, in less 
than forty years, from the Danube to the Atlantic, and opened 
a way, by the success of their arms, to the inroads of so many 
hostile tribes, more savage than themselves. The original princi
ple of motion was concealed in the remote countries of the North; 
and the curious observation of the pastoral life of the Scyth
ians,' or Tartars,6 will illustrate the latent cause of these de
structive emigrations. 

The different characters that mark the civilized nations of the 
globe, may be ascribed to the use, and the abuse, of reason; which 
so variously shapes, and so artificially composes, the manners and 
opinions of a European, or a Chinese. But the operation of in
stinct is more sure and simple than that of reason: it is much 
easier to ascertain the appetites of a quadruped than the specula
tions of a philosopher; and the savage tri bes of mankind, as they 
approach nearer to the condition of animals, preserve a stronger re
semblance to themselves and to each other. The uniform stability 
of their manners is the natural consequence of the imperfection 
of their faculties. Reduced to a similar situation, their wants, 
their desires, their enjoyments, still continue the same: and the 
influence of food or climate, which, in a more improved state of 
society, is suspended, or subdued, by so many moral causes, most 
powerfully contributes to form and to maintain, the national 
character of barbarians. In every age, the immense plains of 
Scythia, or Tartary, have been inhabited by vagrant tribes of 
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hunters and shepherds, whose indolence refuses to cultivate the 
earth, and whose restless spirit disdains the confinement of a sed
entary life. In every age, the Scythians and Tartars have been 
renowned for their invincible courage and rapid con quests. The 
thrones of Asia have been repeatedly overturned by the shep
herds of the North; and their arms have spread telTor and de
vastation over the most fertile and warlike countries of Europe. 6 

On this occasion, as well as on many others, the sober historian is 
forcibly awakened from a pleasing vision ; and lS compelled, with 
some reluctance, to confess that the pastoral manners, which have 
been adorned with the fairest attributes of peace and innocence, 
are much better adapted to the fierce and cruel habits of a mili
tary life. '1'0 illustrate this observation, I shall now proceed to 
consider a nation of shepherds and of warriors, in the three im
pOl-tant articles of, I. ,Their diet; 1I. Their habitations; and, III. 
Their exercise8. The narratives of antiquity are justified by the 
experience of modern times; 7 and the banks of the Borysthenes,' 
of the Volga, or of the Selinga, will indHferently present the same 
uniform spectacle of similar and native manners. 8 

1. The corn, or even the rice, which constitutes the ordinary 
and wholesome food of a civilized people, can be obtained only by 
the patient toil of the husbandman. Some of the happy savages, 
who dwell between the tropics, arc plentifully nourished by the 
liberality of nature; but in the climates of the North, a nation of 
shepherds is reduced to their·flocks and herds. The skilful prac
titioners of the medical art will determine (if they are able to de
termine) bow far the temper of the human mind may be affected 
by the use of animal, 'or of vegetable, . food; and whether the 
common association of carnivorous and cruel deserves to be consid
ered in any other light than that of an innocent, perhaps a salutary, 
prejudice of humanity..9 Yet, if it be true that the sentiment of 
compassion is imperceptibly weakened by the sight and practice 
of domestic cruelty, we may observe that the horrid objects 
which are disguised by the arts of European l'efinement, are ex
hibited in their nalwd and most disgusting simplicity in the tent 
of a rrartarian shepherd. The ox, or the sheep, are slaughtered 
by the same hand from which they were accustomed to receive 
their daily food; and the bleeding limbs are served, with very 
little preparation, on the table of their unfeeling murderer. In 
the military profession, and especially in the conduct of a nu
merous army, the exclusive use of animal food appears to be pro
ductive of the most solid advantages. Corn is a bulky and per
ishable commodity; and the large magazines which are indis
pensably necessary for the subsistence of our troops must be slowly 
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transported by the labor of men or horses. But the flocks aud 
herds which accompany the march of the Tartars, afford a sure 
and increasing supply of flesh and milk: in the far greater part 
of the uncultivated waste, the vegetation of the grass is quick 
and luxuriant; and there are few places so extremely harren, that 
the hardy cattle of the North cannot find some tolerable pasture. 
The supply is multiplied and prolonged by the undistinguishing 
appetite, and patient abstinence, of the Tartars. They indiffer
ently feed on the flesh of those animals that have been killed for 
the table, or have died of disease. Horseflesh, which in every 
aIYe and country has been proscribed by the civilized nations of 
E~rope and Asia, they devour with peculiar greediness; and this 
singular taste facilitates the succ~ss of their military operations. 
The active cavalry of Scythia is always followed, in their most 
distant and rapid incursions, by an adequate number of spare 
horses, who may be occasionally used, either to redouble the 
speed, or to satisfy the hanger, of the barbarians. lIany, are the 
resources of courage and poverty. When the forage round a 
camp of Tartars is almost consumed, they slaughter the greatest 
part of their cattle, and preserve the flesh, either smoked, or dried 
in the sun. On the sudden emergency of a hasty march, they 
provide themselves with a sufficient quantity of little balls of 
cheese, or rather of hard curd, which they occasionally dissolve 
in water; and this unsubstantial diet will support, for many days, 
the life, and even the spirits, of the patient warrior. But this 
extraordinary abstinence, which the Stoic would approve, and the 
hermit might envy, is commonly succeeded by the most voracious 
indulgence of appetite. The wines of a happier climate are the 
most grateful present, or the most valuable commodity, that can 
be offered to the Tartars; and the only exnmple of their industry 
seems to consist in the art of extracting from mare's milk a fer
mented liquor, which possesses a very strong power of intoxica
tion. Like the animals of prey, the savages, both of the old and 
new world. experience the alternate viscissitudes of famine and 
plenty; and their stomach is inured to sustain, without much in
convenience. the opposite extremes of hunger and of intemperance. 

II. In the ages of rustic and martial simplicity, a people of sol
diers and husbandmen are dispersed over the face of an extensive 
and cultivated country; and som'e time must elapse before the 
warlike youth of Greece or Italy could he assembled, under the 
same standard, either to defend their own confines, or to invade 
the territories of the adjacent tribes. The progress of manufac
tures and commerce insensibly collects a large multitude within 
the walls of a city: but these citizens are no longer soldiers; 
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and the arts which adorn and improve the state of civil society, 
corrupt the habits of the military life. The pastoral manners of 
the Scythians seem to unite the different advantages of simplicity 
and refinement. The individuals of the same tribe are constantly 
assembled, but they are assembled in a camp j and the native 
spirit of these dauntless shepherds is animated by mutual support 
and emulation. The houses of the Tartars arc no more 'than small 
tents, of an oval form, which afford a cold and dirty habitation 
for the promiscuous youth of both sexes. The palaces of the 
rich consist of wooden huts, of such a size that they may be 
conveniently fixed on large wagons, and drawn by a team perhaps 
of twenty or thirty oxen. The flocks and herds, after grazing all 
day in the adjacept pastures, retire, on the approach of. night, 
'within the protection of the camp. The necessity of preventing 
the most Dlischievous confusion, in such a perpetual concourse of 
men and animals, must gradually introduce, in the distribution, the 
order, and the guard, of the encampment, tlle rudiments of the 
military art. As soon as the forage of a certain district is con
sumed, the tribe, or rather army, of shepherds, makes a regular--
march to some fresh pastures ; and thus acquires, in the ordinary 
occupations of the pastoral life, the practical knowledge of one of 
the most important and difficult operations of war. The choice 
of stations is reguhted by the difference of the seasons: in the 
summer, the Tartars advance towards the North, and pitch their 
tents on the banks of a river, or, at least, in the neighborhood of a 
running stream. But in the winter, they return to the South, and 
shelter their camp, behind some convenient eminence, against the 
winds, which are chilled In their passage over the bleak and icy 
regions of Siberia. These manners are admirably adapted to dif
fuse, among the wandering tribes, the s})irit of emigration and 
conquest. The connection between the people and their territory 
is of so frail a texture, that it may be broken by the slightest 
accident. The camp, and not the soil, is the native country of 
the genuine Tartar. 'Within the precincts of that cnmp, his fam
ily, his companions, his pl'operty, are' always included; and in 
the most distant marches, he is still surrounded by the objects 
whieh are dear, or valuable, or familiar in his eyes. The thirst of 
rapine, the fear, or the resentment of injury, the impatience of 
servitude, have, in every age, been sufficient causes to urge the 
tribes of Scythia boldly to advance into some unknown countries, 
where they might hope to find a more plentiful subsistence or a 
less formidable enemy. The revolutions of the North have fre
quently determined the fate of the South j and in the conflict of 
hostile nations, the victor and the vanquished have alternately 
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drove, ahd been driven, from the confines of Chinn to those of 
Germany. 10 These great emigrations, which have been sometimes 
executed with almost incredible diligence, were rendered more 
easy by the peculiar nature of the climate. It is well known that 
the cold of Tartary is much more severe than in the midst of the 
temperate zone might reasonably be expected; this uncommon 
rigor is attributed to the height of the plains, which rise, espe
cially towards the East, -more than half a mile above the level of 
the sea; and to the quant.ity of saltpetre with which the soil is 
deeply impregnated. 11 In the winter season, the broad and rapid 
rivers, tllat discharge their waters into the Euxine, the Caspian, 
or the Icy Sea, arc strongly' frozen; the fields are covered with a 
bed oj snow; and the fugitive or victorious tribes may securely 
traverse, with.their families, their wagons, and _their cattle, the 
smooth and hard surface of an immense plain. 

III. The pastoral life, compared with the labors of agriculture 
and manufactures, is undoubtedly a life of idleness; and as the 
most honorable shepherds of the Tartar race devolve on their 
captives the domestic management of the cattle, their own leisure 
is seldom disturbed by any servile and assiduous cares. But this 
leisure, instead of being devoted to the soft enjoyments of love 
and harmony, is usefully spent jn the violent and sanguinary ex
ercise of the chase. The plains of Tartary are filled with a strong 
and serviceable breed of horses, which are easily trained for the 
purposes of war and hunting. The Scytbians of every age have 
been celebrated as bold and skilful riders; and constant practice 
had seated them so firmly on hor~eback, that they were supposed 
by strangers to perform the ordinary duties of civil life, to eat, to 
drink, and even to sleep, without dismounting. from their steeds. 
They excel in the dexterous management of the lance ; the long 
Tartar bow is drawn with a nervous arm; and the wejghty arrow 
is directed to its object with unerring aim and irresistible force. 
These arrows are often pointed against the harmless animals of 
the desert, which increase and multiply in the absence of their 
most formidable enemy; the hare, the goat, the roebuck, the 
fallow-deer, the stag, the elk, and the antelope. The vigor and 
patience, both of the men and horses, are continually exercised 
by the fatigues of the chase; and the plentiful supply of game 
contributes to the subsistence, and even luxury, of a Tartar camp. 
But the exploits of the hunters of Scythia are not confined to the 
destruction of timid or innoxious beasts; they boldly encounwr 
the angry wild boar, when he turns against his pursuers, excite 
the sluggish courage of the bear, and provoke the fury of the 
tiger, as he slumbers in the thicket. Where there is danger, there 
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may be glory; and the mode of hunting, which opens the fairest 
field to the exertions of valor, may justly be considered as the 
image, and as the school, of war. 'fhe general hunting matches, 
the pride and delight of the Tartar princes, compose an instruct
ive exercise for their numerOU3 cavalry'. A circle is drawn, of 
UJ.any miles ill circumference, to encompass the game of an exten
Bive district; and the troops that form the circle regularly ad
vance towards a common centre; where the captive animals, sur
rounded on every side, are abandoned to the darts of the hunters. 
In this march, which frequently continues many days, the cavalry 
are obliged to climb the hills, to swim the rivers, and to wind 
through the valleys, without interrupting the prescribed order of 
their gradual progress. They acquire the habit of directing their 
eye, and thcir steps, to a remote object; of preserving their in
tervals; of suspending or accelerating their pacc, according to the 
111otions of the troops on their right and left; und of watching 
and rcpeating the signals of their leaders. 'Their l~aders study, 
in this practical school, the most important lesson of the military 
art j the prompt and accurate judgment of ground, of distance, 
and of time. To employ against a human enemy the same pa
tience and valor, the same skill and discipline, is the only altera
tion which is required in real war j and the amus(-ments of the 
chase serve as a prelude to the conquest of an empile. 12 

1'he political society of the ancient Germans has the appearance 
of a voluntary alliance of independent warriors. 'The tribes of 
Scythia, distinguished by the modern appellation of Ilords, as
sume the form of a numerous and increasing family; which, in 
the course of successive generations, has been propagated from 
the same original stock. The meanest, and mObt ignorant, of the 
Tartars prcserve, with conscious pride, the inestimable treasure 
of their genealogy; and whatever distinctions of rank may have 
been introduced, by the unequal distribution of "pastoral wealth, 
they mutually respect themselves, and each other, as the descend. 
ants of the first founder of the tribe. The custom, which still 
prevails, of adopting the bravest and most faithful of the cap 
tives, may countenance the very probable suspicion. that this ex
tensive consanguinity is, in a great measure, legal nnd fictitious. 
But the useful prejudice, which has obtained the sanction of time 
and" opinion, produces the effects of truth j the haughty barbari
ans yield a cheerful and voluntary obedience to the head of their 
blood j and their chief, or mursa, as the representative of their 
great father, exercises the authority of a judge in peaee, and of 
a leader in Wfir. In the original state of the pastoral world, each 
of the mursas (if we may continue to use a modem appellation) 
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acted as the independent chief of a large and separate family; 
and the limits of their peculiar territories were gradually fixed 
by superior force, or mutual consent. But the constant operatiun 
of valious and permanent causes contributed to unite the vagrant 
Hords into national communities, under the command of a su
preme head. The weak were desirou!? of support, and the strong 
were ambitious of dominion; the power, which is the result of 
union, oppressed and collected the divided forces of the adjacent 
tribes; and, as the vanquished were freely admitted to share the 
advantages of victory, the most valiant chiefs hastened to range 
themselves and their followers under the formidable standard of 
a confederate nation. The most successful of the Tartar princes 
assumed the military command, to which he was entitled .by the 
superiority, either of merit or of power. He was raised to the 
throne by the acclamations of his equals; and the title of Khan 
expresses, in the language of the North of Asia, the full extent 
of the regal dignity. The right of hereditary succession was long 
confined to the blood of the founder of the monarchy; and at 
this moment all the Khans, who reign from Crimea to the wall of 
China, are the lineal descendants of the renowned Zingis. 13 But, 
as it is the indispensable duty of a Tartar sovereign to lead his 
warlike subjects into the field, the claims of an infant are often 
disregarded; and some royal kinsman, distinguished by his age 
and valor, h! intrusted with the sword and sceptre of his prede
cessor. Two distinct and regular taxes are levied on the tribes, 
to support the dignity of their national monarch, and of their 
peculiar chief; and each of those contributions amounts to the 
tithe, both of their property and of their spoil. A Tartar sov~ 
ereign enjoys the tenth part of the wealth of his people; and, as 
his own domestic riches of flocks and herds increase in a much 
larger proportion, he is able plentifully to maintain the rustic 
splendor of his court, to reward the most deserving, or the most 
favored, of his followers, and to obtain, from the gentle influence 
of corruption, the obedience which might ~e sometimes refused 
to the stern mandates of authority. The manners of his subjects, 
accustomed, like himself, to blood and rapine, might excuse, in 
their eyes, such partial acts of tyranny, as would excite the hor. 
ror of a civilized people; but the power of a despot has never 
been acknowledged in the deserts of Scythia. The immediate 
jurisdiction of the khan is confined within the limits of his own 
tribe; and the exercise of his royal prerogative has been mod
erated by the ancient institution of a national council. The Oor
oultai,14 or Diet, of the Tartars, was regularly held in the spring 
and autumn, in the midst of a plain; where the princes of tho 
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reigning family, and the mursas of the respective tribes, may con
veniently assemble on horseback, with their martial and numerous 
trains j and the ambitious monarch, who reviewed the strength, 
must consult the inclination, of an armed people. The rudiments 
of a feudal government may be discovered in-the constitution of 
the Scythian or Tartar nations j but the perpetual conflict of those 
hostile nations has sometimes terminated in the establishment of 
a powerful and despotic empire. The victor, cmiched by the 
tribute, and fortified by the arms, of dependent kings, has spread 
his conquests over Europe or Asia : the successful shepherds of 
the North have suhmitted to the confinement of arts, of laws, and 
of cities j and the introduction of luxury, after destroying the 
freedom of the people, has undermined the foundatiolls of the 
th"')ne. 16 

The memory of past events cannot long be preserved, in the 
freC!uent and remote emigrations of illiterate barbarians. The 
modern Tartars are ignorant of the conquests of their ancestors; 18 

and our knowledge of the history of the Seythians is derived 
from their intercourse with the learned and civilized nations of 
the South, the Greeks, the Persians, and the Chinese. The 
Greeks, who navigated the Euxine, and planted their colonies 
along the sea-coast, made the gradual and imperfect discovery of 
Scythia; from the Danube and the confines of Thrace, as far as 
the frozen Mreotis, the seat of eternal winter, and :Mount Caucasus, 
which, in the language of poetry, was uEscribed as the utmost 
boundary of the earth. They celebrated, with E-imple credulity, 
the virtues of the -pastoral life: 17 they entertaintd a more rational 
apprehension of tbe strength and numbers of the warlike barba
rians,l& who contemptuously baffied the immense armament of 
Darius, the son of Hystaspes. 19 The Persian monarchs had ex
tended their western conquests to the banks of the Danube, and 
the limits of European Scythia. The eastern provinces of their 
empire were exposed to the Scythians of Asia j the wild in?abi
tants of the plains beyond the OXJlS and the Jaxartes, two mIghty 
rivers, whIch direct their course towards the Caspian Sea. The 
long and memorable quarrel of Iran and Touran is still the theme 
of history or romance : the famous, perhaps the fabulous, valor 
of the Persian heroes, Rustan and Asfendiar, was signalized, in 
the defence of their country, against the Afrasiabs of the North; 20 

and the invincible spirit of the same barbarians resisted, on the 
same ground, the victorious arms of Cyrus and Alexander.21 In 
the eyes of the Greeks and Persians, the real geography of Scythia 
was bounded, on the east, by the mountains of Imaus or Caf; and 
their distant prospect of the extreme and inaccessible parts of 
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Asia was clouded by ignQrance, or perplexed by fiction. But 
those inaccessible regions are the ancient residence of a powerful 
and civilized nation, ~~ which ascends, by a probable tradition, 
above forty centuries; 23 and which is able to verify a series of 
near two thousand years. by the perpetual testimony of accurate 
and contemporary historians. 2' The annals of China 211 illustrate 
the state and revolutions of the pastoral tribes, which may still 
be distinguished by the vague appellation of Scythians, or Tar
tars; the vassals, the enemies, and sometimes the conquerors, of 
a great empire; whose policy has uniformly opposed the blind 
and impetuous valor of the barbarians of the North. From the 
mouth of the Danube to the Sea of Japan, the whole longitude of 
Scythia is about one hundred and ten degrees, which, in that 
parallel, are equal to more than five thousand miles. The lati
tude of these extensive deserts cannot be so easily, or so ac
curately, measured; but, from the fortieth degree, which touches 
the wall of China, we may securely advance above a thousand miles 
to the north ward, till our progress is stopped by the excessive cold 
of Siberia. In that dreary climate, instead of the animated pic
ture of a Tartar camp, the smoke that issues from the earth, or 
rather from the snow, betrays the subterraneous dwellings of the 
Tongouses, and the Samoides : the want of horses and oxen is im
perfectly supplied by the use of reindeer, and of large dogs; and 
the conquerors of the earth insensibly degenerate into a race of 
deformed and diminutive savages, who tremble at the sound of 
arms.28 

The Huns, who, under the reign of Valens, threatened the em
pire of Rome, had been formidable, in a much earlier period, to 
the empire of China. ~7 Their ancient, perhaps their original, seat 
was an extensive, though dry and barren, tract of country, imme
diatelyon the north side of the great wall. Their place is at pres
ent occupied by the f()rty-nine Hords or Banners of the Mongous, 
a pastoral nation, which consists of about two hundred thousand 
families. 28 But the valor of the Huns had extended the narrow 
limits of their dominions; and their rustic chiefs, who assumed 
the appellation of Tanjoll, gradually became the conquerors, and 
the sovereigns, of a formidable empire. Towards the east, their 
victorious arms were stopped only by the ocean; and the tribes 
-;vhich are thinly scattered between the Amoor and the extreme 
-peninsula of Corea, adhered, with reluctance, to the standard of 
the Huns. On the 'Vest, near the head of the Irtish, in the val. 
leys of Imaus, they found a more ample space, and more numer· 
ous enemies. One of the lieutenants of the Tanjou subdued, in a 
single expedition, twenty-six nations; the Igours,2g distinguished 
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above the Tartar race by the use of letters, were in the number of 
his vassals; and, by the strange connection of human events, the 
:flight of one of those vagrant tribes recalled the victorious Par
thians from the invasion of Syria. 30 On the side of the North, 
the ocean was assigned as the limit of the power of the Huns. 
Without enemies to resist their progress, or witnesses to contra
dict their vanity, they might securely achieve a real, or imagi
nary, conquest of the frozen regions of Siberia. The Northern 
Sea was fixed as the remote boundary of their empire. But the 
name of that sea, on whose shores the patriot "Sovou embraced the 
life of a shepherd and an exile,3! may be transferred, with much 
more probability, to the Baikal, a capacious basin, above three 
hundred miles in length, which disdains the modest appellation 
of a lake,32 and which actually ('ommuhicatcs with the seas of the 
North, by the long course of the Angara, the Tongusha, and the 
Jenissea. The submission of so many distant nations might 
:flatter the ,pride of the Tanjou; but the valor of the Huns could 
be rewarded only by the enjoyment of the wealth and luxury of 
the empire of the South. In the third century * before the Chris
tian oora, a wall of fifteen hundred miles in length was {'on
structed, to defend t.he frontiers of Ohina against the inroads of 
the Huns,33 but tl1is stupendous work, which holds a conspicuous 
place in the map of the world, has never contributed to the safety 
of an unwarlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjou frequently 
consisted of two or three hundred thousand men, formidable by 
the matchless dexterity with which they managed their bows and 
their horses: by their hardy patience in supporting the inclem
ency of the weather; and by the incredible speed of their march, 
which was seldom checked by torrents or precipices, by the deep
est rivers, or by the most lofty mountains. They spread them
selves at once over the face of the country, and their rapid im
petuosity surprised, astonished, and disconcerted the grave and 
elaborate tactics of a Ohinese army. The emperor J{lloti,34 a 
soldier of fortune, whose personal merit had raised him to the 
throne, marched against the Huns with those veteran troops 
which hlld been trained in the civil wars of Ohina. But he was 
soon surrounded by the barbarians; and, after a siege of seven 
days, the monarch, hopeless of relief, was reduced to purchase 
his deliverance by an ignominious capitulation. The successors 

* 244 years before Christ. It was built by Chi-hoang-ti of the dyna~ty Thsw. 
It is from twenty to twenty-five feet high. Ce monument, ImsI:'i gigulliesque qu'im
puissant, arn3terait bil·n le8 incursion!! de quelques Nomades ; mais iI n'a jamais
!'mpeche les invasions des Turcs, des MOIlg61s, et des Mandchous. Abel Remusat, 
Rech. Asiat. 2d ser. vol. i. p. 58.-ll. 
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.'Jf Kaoti, whose lives were dedicated to the arts of peace, or the 
luxury of the palace, submitted to a more permanent disgrace. 
They too hastily confessed the insufficiency of arms and fortifica
tions. They were too easily convinced, that while the blazing 
signals announced on every side the approach of the Huns, the 
Chinese troops, who slept with the helmet on their head, and the 
cuirass on their back, were destroyed by the incessant labor of 
ineffectual marches.!lu A regular payment of money, and silk, 
was stipulated as the condition of a temporary and precarious 
peace; and the wretched expedient of disguising a real tribute, 
under the names of a gift or subsidy, was practised by the em
perors of China as well as by those of Rome. But there still re, 
mained a more disgraceful article of tribute, which violated the 
sa.)red feelings of humanity and nature. The hardships of the 
savage life, which destroy in their infancy the children who are 
born with a less healthy and robust constitution, introd.uced a 
remarkable disproportion between the numbers of the two sexes. 
The Tartars are an ugly and even deformed race; and while they 
consider their own women as thp, instruments of domestic labor, 
their desires, or rather their appetites, are directed to the enjoy
ment of more elegant beauty. A select band of the fairest 
maidens of Ohina was annually devoted to the rude embraces of 
the Huns;!l6 and the alliance of the haughty Tanjous was secured 
by their marriage with the genuine, or adopte!i, daughters of the 
Imperial family, which vainly attempted to escape the sacrile
gious pol1ution. The situation of these unhappy victims is de
scribed in the verses of a Ohinese princess, who laments that she 
had been condemned by her pareuts to a. distant exile, under a 
barbarian husband j who complains that sour milk was her only 
drink, raw :flesh her only food, a tent her only palace; and who 
expresses, in a strain of pathetic simplicity, the natural wish that 
she were transformed into a bird, to fly back to her dear country; 
the object of her tender and perpetual regret. 31 

The conquest of China has been twice achieved by the pastoral 
tribes of the North: the forces of the Huns were not inferior to 
those of the }Ioguls, or of the Mantcheoux j and their ambition 
might entertain the most sanguine hopes of success. But their 
pride was humbled, and their progress was cbecked, by the arms 
and policy of Vouti,38 the fifth emperor of the powerful dynasty 
of the Han. In his long reign of fifty-four years, the barbarians 
of the southern provinces submitted to the laws and manners of 
China j and the ancient limits of the monarchy were enlarged, 
from the great river of Kiang, to the port of Oanton. Instead of 
confining himself to the timid operations of a. defensive war, his 
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lieutenants penetrated many hundred miles into the country of the 
HunEl. In those boundless deserts, where it is impossihle to form 
magazines, and difficult to transport a sufficient supply of provis
ions, the armies of Vouti were repeatedly exposed to intolerable 
hardships: and, of one hundred and forty thousand soldiers, who 
marched against the barbarians, tllirty thousand only returned in 
safety to the feet of their master. These losses, however, were' 
compensated by splendid and decisive success. The ChineRe gen
erals improved the superiority which they derived from the tem
per of their arms, their chariots of war, and the service of their 
Tartar auxiliaries. The camp of the Tanjou was surprised in the 
midst of sleep and intemperance: and, though the monarch of the 
Hnns bravely cut his way through the ranks of the enemy, he left 
.above fifteen thousand of his subjects on the field of battle. Yet 
tl1is signal victory, which was preceded and followed by many 
bloody engagements, contributed much less to the destruction of. 
the power of the Huns than the effectual policy whirh was em
ployed to detach the tributary nations from their obedience. In. 
timidated by the arms, or allured by the promises, of Vouti and 
his successors, the most considerable tribes, both of the East and 
of the West, disclaimed the authority of the Tanjou. While some 
acknowledged themselves the allies or vassals of the empire, they 
all became the implacable enemit;s of the Huns: and the numbers 
of that haughty people, as soon as they were reduced to their na
tive strength, might, perhaps, have been contained within the 
walls of one of the great and populous cities of China. 3P The de
sertion of his subjects, and the perplexity of a civil war, at length 
compelled the Tanjou himself to renOllnce the dignity of an inde
pendent sovereign, and the freedom of a warlil~e and high-spirited 
nation. He was received at Sigan, the capital of the monarchy, 
by the.· troops, the mandarins, and the emperor himself, with all 
the honors that could adorn and disguise the triumph of Chinese 
vanity!O A magnificent palace was prepared for his reception; 
his place was assigned above all the princes of the royal family; 
and the patience of the barbarian king was exhausted by the cer
emonies of a banquet, which consisted of eight courses of meat, 
and of nine solemn pieces of music. But he performed, on his 
knees, the duty of a respectful homage to the emperor of China; 
pronounced, in his own name, and in the name of his successors, 
a perpetual oath of fidelity; and gratefully accepted a seal, which 
was bestowed as the emblem of his regal dependence. After this 
humiliating submission, the Tanjous sometimes departed from 
their allegiance and seized the favorable moments of war and 
rapine· but the monarchy of the Huns gradually declined, till it 
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was broken, l,y civil dissension, into two hostile am1 !.eparate 
kingdoms. One of -the princes of the nation was urged, ~,y fe.!r 
and ambition, to retire towards the South with eight hordes, 
which composed between forty and fifty thousand families. He 
obtained, with the title of Tanjou, a convenient teuitory on the 
verge of the Chinese provinces ; and his constant attachment to 
the service of the empire was secured by weakness, and the desire 
of revenge. From the time of this fatal schism, the Huns of the 
North continued to languish about fifty years; till they were op
pressed on every side by their foreign and domestic enemies. The 
proud inscription 41 of a column, erected on a lofty mountain, 
announced to posterity, that a Chinese army had marched seven 
hundred miles into the heart of their country. The Sienpi,42 a 
tribe of Oriental Tartars, retaliated the injuries whieh they had 
formerly sustained; and the power of the Tanjous, after a reign 
of thirteen hundred years, was utterly destroyed before the end 
of the first century of the Christian roTa. 43 

The fate of the vanquished Huns was diversified by the various 
influence of character and situation. U Above OIle hundred thou
sand persons, the poorest, indeed, and the most pusi1lanimous of 
the people, were contented to remain in their native country, to 
renounce their peculiar name and origin, and to mingle with the 
victorious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight hordes, about two 
hundred thousand men, ambitious of a more honorable servitude, 
retired towards the South j implored the protection of the em
perors of China j and were permitted to inhabit, and to guard, 
the extreme frontiers of the IJrovince of Chansi and the territory 
of OrtouR. But the most warlike and powerful tribes of the Huns 
maintained, in their adverse fortune, the undaunted spirit of their 
ancestors. The western world was open to their valor; and they 
rewlved, under the conduct of their hereditary chieftains, to dis
cover and subdue some remote country, which was still inaccessi
ble to the arms of the Sienpi, and to the laws of China.·s The 
course of their emigration soon carried them beyond the moun
tains of Imaus, and the limits of the Chinese geography ; but u:e 
are able to distinguish the two great divisions of these formidable 
exiles, which directed their march towards the Oxus, and towards 
the Volga. The first of these colonies established their dominion. 
in the fruitful and extensive }lIains of Sogdiana, on the eastern 
side of the Caspian; where they preserved the nam{: of Huns, 
with the epithet of Euthalites, or Nepthalites.* Their manners 

* The Armenian authors often mention this people under the name of Hepthal.
St. :Martin considers that the name Nepthalites 18 au error of a copyist. In Proco
pius, they are 'EcjI)aJ.ITat. St. :&Iartin, Iv. 2M.-M. 
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were softened, and even their features were insensibly improvad, 
by the mildness of the climate, and their Jong residence in a flour
ishing province,46 which might still retain a faint impression of 
the.arts of Greece.47 The white Huns, a name which they derived 
from the change ·of their complexion, soon abandoned the pastoral 
life of Scythia. Gorgo, which, under the appellation of Carizme, 
has since enjoyed a temporary splendor, was the residence of the 
king, who exercised the legal authority over an obedient people. 
Their luxury was maintained by the labor of the Sogdians; and 
the only vestige of their ancient barbarism, was the custom which 
obliged all the companions, perhaps to the number of twenty, who 
lmd shared the liberality of a wealthy lord, to be buried alive in 
the same grave. 48 The vicinity of the Huns to the pro"dnces of 
Persia involved them in frequent and bloody contests with the 
power of that monarchy. But they respected, in peace, the faith 
of treaties; in war, the dictates of humanity; and their memora
ble victory over Peroses" or Firuz, displayed the moderation, as 
well as the valor, of the barbarians. The second division of their 
countrymen, the Huns, who gradually advanced towards the 
north-west, were exercised by the hardships of a colder climate, 
and a more laborious march. Necessity compelled them to ex
change the silks of China for the furs of Siberia; the imperfect 
rudiments of civilized life were obliterated; and the native fierce
ness of the Huns was exasperated by their intercourse with the 
savage tl'ibes, who were eompared~ with some propriety, to the 
wild beasts of the desert. Their independ('nt spirit soon rejected 
the hereditary succession of the Tanjous; and while each horde 
was governed by its peculiar mursa, their tumultuary council 
directed the public measures of the whole nation. A.'S late as the 
thirteenth century, their transient reSIdence on the eastern banks 
of the Volga was attested by the name of Great Hungary.49 In 
the winter, they descended, with their flocks and herds, towards 
the mouth of that mighty river; and their summer excursion8 
reached as high as the latitude of Saratofi, or perhaps the conilux 
of the Kama. Such at least were the recent limits of the black 
~almucks, 50 who remained about a century under the protection 
(:~ Russia; and who have since returned to tbeir native seats on 
the frontiers of the Chinese empire. The march, and the return, 
of t·hose wandering Tartars, whose united camp consists of fifty 
thousand tents or families, illustrate the distant emigrations of the 
ancient Huns. 51 

It is impossible to fill the dark interval of time, which elapsed 
after the lIuns of the Volga were lost in the eyes of the Chinese, 
and before they showed themselves to those of t.he Romans

http:Hungary.49
http:Greece.47
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There is some reason, however, to apprehend, that the same force 
.which had driven them from their native seats, still continued to 
impel their march towards the frontiers of Europe. The power of 
the Sienpi, their implacable enemie~, which extended above three 
thousand miles from East to West, 6~ must have gradually op
pressed them by the weight and terror of a formidable neighbor
hood; and the flight of the tribes of Scythia would inevitably 
tend to increase the strength, or to contract the territories, of the 
Huns. The harsh and obscure appellations of those tribes would 
offend the ear, without informing the understanding, of the 
reader; but I Cllnnot suppress the very natural suspicion, that the 
Huns of the North derived a considerable rc-enforcement from the 
ruin of the dynasty of the South, which, in the cousre of the third 
century, submitted to the dominion of China; that the bravest 
warriors marched away in search of their free and adventurous 
countrymen; and that, as they had been divided by prosperity, 
they were easily reunited by the comnion hardships of their ad
verse fortune. 63 The Huns, with· theil- flocks and herds, their 
wives and children, their dependents and allies, were transported 
to the west of the Volg:1., and they boldly advllnced to invade the 
country of the Alani, a pastoral people, who occupied, or wasted, 
an extensive tract of the deserts of Scythia. The plains between 
the Volga and the Tunais were covered with the tents of the 
Alani, but their name and manners were diffused over the wide 
extent of their conquests j and the painted tribes of the Agathyrsi 
and Geloni were confounded among their vassals. Towards the 
North, they penetrated into the frozen regions of Siberia, among 
the savages who were accustomed, in their rage or hunger, to the 
taste of human flesh; and their Southern inroads were pushed as 
far as the confines of Persia and India. The mixture of Samatic 
and German blood had contributed to improve the features of the 
Alani,* to whiten their swarthy complexions, and to tinge their 
hair with a yellowish cast, wlnch is seldom found in the Tartar 
race. They were less deformed in their persons, less brutish in 
their manncrd, than the Huns; but they did not yield to those 
for·midable barbarians in their martial ~md independent spirit; in 
the love of freedorfl, which rejected even the use of domestic 
slaves; and in the love of arms, which considered war and rapine 

* Co:npare::\1. Klaproth's curious speculationR on the Alani. lIe supposes them 
to have hel!n the people, known by the Chine,.e, at the time of their first expedi
tion to the West, under the nam'~ of Yath-sui or A-lar,na, the Alallan of Persian 
tradition, as preserved in Ferdusi: the same, according to AmmianuR, with the 
:alassagetre. and with the Alhani. 1'he remains or the Hation Iltill exist in the Osse
tm of 1\1ount CIlUCUSUS. KlaprQth. 'l'ahleullx Historiqllcs de l'Asie, p. 174.-~l 
C\Jmpare Shsfarik Slawische alterthiimer. i. p. 350.-::\1. 1845. 
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as the pleasure and the glory of mankind. .A naked cimeter, fixed 
in tpe ground, was the only ohject of their religious worship; the 
scalps of their enemies formed the costly trappings of their 
horses; and they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pusillani
mous warriors, who l)atiently expected the infirmities of age. and 
the tortures of lingering disease. 5~ On the banks of the Tanais, 
the military power of the Huns and the Alani encountered each 
other with equal valor, but with unequal success. The lIuns pre
vailed in the bloody contest; the king of the Aluni was slain; 
and the remains of the vanquished nation were dispersed by the 
ordinary alternative of flight or submission. b5 A colony of exiles 
found a secure refuge in the mountains of Caucasus, between the 
Euxine and the Caspian, where they stin preserve their name and 
their independence. Another colony advanced, with more in
trepid courage, towards the shores of the Baltic ; associated them
aelves with the Northern tribes of Germany; and shared the spoil 
of the Roman provinces of Gaul and Spain. But the greatest pGrt 
of the nation of the Alani em'braced the offers of an hcnorable and 
advantageous union; and the Huns, who esteemed the valor of 
their less fortunate enemies, proceeded, with an increase of num
bers and confidence, to invade the limits of the Gothic empire. 

The great Hermanric, whose dominions extended from the Bal
tic to the Euxine, enjoyed, in the full maturity of age and reputa
tion, the fruit of his victories, when he was alarmed by the for
midable approach of a host of unknown enemies, ~6 on whom his 
barbarous subjects might, without injustice, bestow the epithet 
of barbarians. The numbers, the strength, the rapid motions, 
and the implacable cruelty of the Huns, were felt, and dreaded, 
and magnified, by the astonished Goths; who beheld their fields 
and villages consumed with flames aud deluged with indiscrimi
nate slaughter. To these real terrors they added the surprise and 
abhorrence which were excited by the shrill voice, the uncouth 
gestures, and the strange deformity of the Huns.* These sav

* Art added to their native llglinl'ss: in fact, it is difficult to aE'cribe the proper 
share in the features of this hIdeous picture to nature, to the buharous skill with 
which they were self-disfigured, or to the terror and hJ.trcd of the Homans. Their 
noses were flattened by their nur~es, their cheeks wer~ gashed by an iron instru
ment, that the scars might look more fearful, and prevent tlle growth of the beard. 
Jornandes and Sidollius Apollinaris : 

Ohtundit teneras circumdata fascia narcs, 
Ut galeis cedant. 

Yet he adds that their forms were robust and manly, their height of a middle sbc, 
but, from th~ habit of riding, disproportioned. 

Stant pectora vasta, 
Insignes humeri, succincta sub ihbuB alvus. 
Forma qUldem pediti media eBt, procera sed extat 
Si cernas equites, sic longi slepe putantur 
Si sedeallt. -111. 
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ages of Scythia were compared (and the picfure had some resem· 
blance) to the animals who walk very awkwardly on two legs; 
and to the misshapen figures, the Termini, which were often 
placed on the bridges of antiquity. They were distinguished 
f!'Om the rest of the human species by their broad shoulders, flat 
nnses, and slll'tll black eyes, deeply buried in the head i and as 
they were almost destitute of beards, they never enjoyed either 
thf~ manly grace of youth, or the venerable aspect of age. 67 A 
fabulous origin was assigned, worthy of their form and manners; 
that the witches of Scythia, who, for their foul and deadly prac
tices, had been driven from society, had copulated in the desert 
with infernal spirits i and that the Huns were the offspring of 
this execrable conjundion. 58 The tale, so full vf horror and ab
surdity, was greedily embraced by the credulous hatred of the 
Goths; but while it gratified their hatred, it increased their fear, 
since the posterity of dremolls and witches might be supposed to 
inherit some share of the prreternatural powers, as well as of the 
malignant temper, of their parents. Against these enemies, Her
manric prepared to exert the united forces of the Gothic state j 
but he soon discovered that his vassal tribes, provoked by oppres
sion, were much more inclined to second, than to repel, the inva
sion of the Huns. One of the chicfs of the Roxolani 69 had for
merly deserted tho standard of Hcrmanric, and the cruel tyrant 
had condemned the innocent wife of the traitor to be torn asunder 
by wild horses. The brothers of that unfortunate woman seized 
the favorable moment of revenge. The aged king of the Goths 
languished some time after the dangerous wound which he 
received from their daggers; but the conduct of the war was 
retarded by his infirmities; and the public councils of the nation 
were distracted by a spirit of jealousy and discord. His death, 
which has been imputed to his own dc~pair, left the reins of gov
ernment in the hands of 'Yithimer, who, with the doubtful aid of 
some Scythian mercenaries, maintaincd the unequal contest 
against the arms of the Huns and. the Alani, till he was defeated 
and slain in a decisive battle. Thc Ostrogoths submitted to their 
fate ; and the royal race of the Amali will hereafter be found 
among the subjects of the haughty Attila. But the person of 
"\Vitheric, the infant king, was saved by the dilio-ence of Alathcus 
and Saphrn.x j two warriors of approved valor ~nd fidelity, who, 
by cautious marches, conducted the independent remains of tho 
nation of the Ostrogoths towards the Danastus, or Niester; a con.. 
siderable river which now separates the Turkish dominions from 
the empire .of Russia. On the banks of the Niester, the prudcnt. 
Athanaric, more attentive to his own than to the general safety, 

http:conjundion.58
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had fixed the cnmp of the Visigoth. ; with the firm resolution of 
opposing the victorious barbarians, whom he thought it less ad
visable to provoke. The ordinary speed of the Huns was checked 
by the w( ight of bagg~ge, and the encumbrance of captives; 
but their mIlitary skill deceived, and almost destroyed, the army 
of Athanaric. While the Judge of the Visigoths defended the 
banks of the Niester, he was encompas3ed and attacked by a 
numerous detachment of cavalry, who, by the light of the moon, 
had passed the river in a fordable place; and it ,vas not without 
the utmost effortR of courage and conduct, that he was able to 
effect his retreat towards the hilly country. The undaunted gen
eral had already formed a new and judicious plan of defensive 
war, and the strong lines, which he was preparing to construct 
between the mountains, the Pruth, and the Danube, would have 
secured the extensive and fertile territory that bears the modern 
name of 1Valachia, from the destructive inroads of the Huns. 60 

But the hopes and measures of the Judge of the Visigoths were 
soon disappointed, by the trembling impatience of his dismayed 
countrymen; who were persuaded by their fears, that the inter
position of the Danube was the only barrier that could save them 
from the rapid pursuit, and invincible valor, of the barbarians of 
Scythia. Under the command of Fritigern and Alavivus,61 the 
body of the nation hastily advanced to the banks of the great 
river, and implored the protection of the Roman ('mperor of the 
East. Athanaric himself, still anxious to avoid the guilt of per
jury, retired, with a band of faithful followers, into the moun
tainous country of Caucaland; which appears to have been 
guar~d, and almost concealed, by the impenetrable forests of 
TranEtvIvania. 62 * 

After Valens had terminated the Gothic war with Eome appear
ance of glory and success, he made a progress through his domin
ions of Asia, and at length fixed his residence in the capital of 
Syria. The five years 63 which he spent at Antioch were em
ployed to watch, from a secure distance, the hostile designs of the 
Persian monarch; to check the depredations of the Saracens and 
Isaurians ; 64 to enforce, by arguments more prevalent than those 
of reason and eloquence, the belief of the Arian theology; and to 
satisfy his anxious suspicions by the promiscuous execution of the 
innocent and the guilty. But the attention of the emperor was 

* The mo~t prohable opinion as to the pOf:ition of this land is that of ::\I. 1\ll1lte
Brun. He tbink8 that Caucaland iii the territory of the Cacoeme8, placed by Ptol
emy (1. Iii. c. 8) towards the Carpathian Mountains, on the I>ide of the present Tran
sylvania, and therefore the canton of CacavII, to the south of llcrmaniltadt, the cap
ital of that principality. Caucaland, it i8 evident, is the Gothic form of these differ
ent names. St. Martin, iv. lDa.-lI. 
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most seriously engaged, by the important intelligence which he 
-received from the civil aqd military officers who were intrusted 
with the defence of the Danube. He was informed, that the 
North was agitated by a furious tempest; that the irruption of 
the Huns, an unknown and monstrous race of savages, had sub
verted the power of thQ Goths; and that the suppliant multitudes 
of that warlike nation, whose pride was now humbled in the 
dust, covered a space of many miles along the banks of the river. 
With outstretched arms, and pathetic lamentations, tIlI'Y loudly 
deplored their past misfortunes and their present danger; acknowl
edged that their only hope of safety was in the clemency of the 
Roman government; and most solemnly protested, that if the 
gracious liberality of the emperor would permit 'them to cultivate 
the waste lands of Tbrace, they shouid ever hold' themselves 
bound, by strongest obligations of duty and gratitude, to obey 
the laws, and to guard the limits, of the republic. These assur
ances were confirmed by the ambassadors of the Goths,* who im
patiently expected from the mouth of Val ens an answer that lilUSl 

finally determine the fate of their unhappy countrymen. The em
peror of the East was no longer guided by the wisdom and author
ity of his elder brother, whose death happened towards the end 
of the preceding year; and as the distressful situation of the 
Goths required an instant and peremptory decision, he was "de
prived of the favorite resource of feeble and timid minds, who 
consider the use of dilatory and ambiguous measures as the most 
admirable efforts of consummate prudence. As long as the same 
passions and interests subsist among mankind, the questions of 
war and peacc, of justice and policy, which were debatedjn the 
councils of antiquity, will frequently represent themselves as the 
subject of modern deliberation. But the most experienced states· 
man of Europe has never been summoned to consider the propri. 
ety, or the danger, of admitting, or rejecting, an innumerable 
multitude of bal'bariuns, who are driven by despair and hunger to 
solicit a settlement on the territories of a civilized nation. ,Vhen 
that important proposition, so essentially connected with the pub
lic safety, was referred to the ministers of Valens, they were per
plexed and divided j but they soon acquiesced in the flattering 
sentiment which seemed the most favorable to the pride, the in
dolence, and the avarice of their sovereign. The slaves, who 
were decorated with the titles of prrefects and generals, dissem
bled or disregarded the terrors of this national emigration j so ex· 

• Sozomen and Philostolgius say that the h.shop Ulphilas was one or th:st! am 
baBl!adors --M. 
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tremely different from the partial and accidental colonies, which 
had been received on the extreme limits of the empire. But they 
applauded the liberality of fortune, which bad conducted, from thi:; 
most distant countries of the globe, a numerous and invincible 
anny of strangers, to defend the throne of Valen;:;; who might 
no\vadd to the royal treasures the immense sums of gold supplied 
by the provincials to compensate their annual proportion of 
recruits. The prayers of the Goths were granted, anu their ser
vice was accepted by the Imperial court: anu orders were imme
diately despatched to the civil and military governors of the 
Thracian diocese, to make the necessary preparations for the pas
sage flnd subsistence of a great people, till II proper and sufficient 
territory could be allotted for their future residence. The liberal
ity of the emperor was accompanied, however, with two harsh 
and rigorous conditions, which prudence might justify on the side 
of the Romans; but which distress alone could extort from the 
indignant Goths. Before they passed the Danube, they were re
quired to deliver their arms: and it was insisted, that their chil
dren should be taken from them, and dispersed through the prov
inces of Asia; where they might be civilized by the arts of educa
tion, and serve as hostages to secure the fidelity of their parents. 

During the susperlse of a doubtful and distant negotiation, the 
imp3.tient Goths made some rash attempts to pass the Danube, 
without the permission of the government, whose protection they 
had implored. Their motions were strictly observed by the vigil
ance of the troops which were stationed "along the river; and 
their foremost detachments were defeated with considerable 
slaughter; yet such were the timid councils of the reign of 
Valens, that the brave officers who JUld served their country in 
the execution of their duty, were punished by the loss of their 
emplQyments, and narrowly escaped the loss of their heads. The 
Imperial mandate was at length received for transporting over the 
Danube the whole body of the Gothic nation ; 6~ but the execution 
of this order was a task of labor and difficulty. The stream of 
the Danube, which in those parts is above a mile broad,66 had 
been swelled by incessant rains; and in this tumultuous passage, 
many were swept away, and drowned, by the rapid violence of 
the current. A large fleet of ve~sels, of boats, and of canoes, was 
provided; many days and nights they passed and repassed with 
indefatigable toil; and the most strenuous diligence was exerted 
by the officers of Val ens, that not a single barbarian, of those who 
were reserved to subvert the foundations of Rome, should be left 
on the opposite shore. It was thought expedient that an accurate 
account should be taken of their numbers; but the Ilersons who 

R. E. ii.-S 



224 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

were employed soon desisted, with amazement and dismay, from 
the prosecution of the endless and impracticable task: 67 and the 
principal historian of the age most seriously affirms, that the 
prodigious armies of Darius and Xerxes, which had so long been 
considered as the fables of vain and credulous antiquity, were n,ow 
justified, in the eyes of mankind, by the evidence of fact and ex~ 
perience. A probable testimony has fixed the number of the 
Gothic warriors at two hundred thousand men: and if we can 
venture to add the just proportion of women, of children, and of 
slaves, the whole mass of people which composed this formidable 
emigration, must have amounted to near a million of persons, of 
both sexes, and of all ages. The children of the Goths, those at 
least of a distinguished rank, were separated from the multitude. 
They were conducted, without delay, to the distant seats assigned 
fur their residence and education; and as the numerous train of 
hostages Of captives passed through the cities, their gay and 
8plendid apparel, their robust and martial figure, excited the SUf

prise and envy of the Provincials.* But the stipulation, the most 
offensive to the Goths, and the most important to the Romans, 
was shamefully eluded. The barbarians, who considered their 
arms as the ensigns of honor and the pledges of safety, were dis
posed to offer a prim', which the lust or avarice of the Imperial 
officers was easily tempted to accept. To preserve their arms, the 
haughty warriols consented, with some reluctance, to l)rostitu~Q 
their wives or their daughters; the charms of a beauteous maid, 
or a comely boy, secured the connivance of the inspectors j who 
sometimes cast an eye of covetousness on the fringed carpets and 
linen garments of their new a] lies, r.~ or, who sacrificed their duty 
to the mean consideration of filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houses with slaves. The Goths, with arms in their hands, 
were permitted to enter the boats; and when their st~ength was 
collected on the other side of the river, the immense camp which 
was sprea lover the plains and the hills of the Lower Mrosia, as

:1& A very curious, but ob"curc. passn!;£' of Ellnapius, appears to me to l.J.ave been 
misnnder:;toud by 1\1. )Iai, to \~hom we owe its dlbcovery. The substance is as 1':->\. 
lows: .. The Guths tran"ported U\'er the river their native deities, with their priests
of both sexes; but concerning their rites they maintained a deep and' adamanfine 
silence.' To the Romans they pl'cteuded to be gen\:rally Chlistlans, and placed 
certain perIOons to repre~ellt bishops in a conspICUous malluer on their wllgonf'.
There was even among them a IOort of what are called mouks, persouswhom it wae 
not dillicult to mimic; it was enough to wear black raiment, to he wicked, ami held 
in l'Cspect, 1rovTJpoi~ 1"£ elVaL Kai 1rLf1TeVeaOat." (Eunapius hated the "black
rob d-monk~," as appears in another passage, with the cordial detestatioll of a 
heathen philosopher,) .. Thus, while they faithfully but secretly adhered to their 
own rdigion. the Romans were weak enough to Bt.:l'pose them perfect Cbrh,tialls. " 
Mai, 277, Ellnapius in Niebuhr, 8~,-.M. 
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immed a threatening and even hostile aspect. The leaders of the 
Ostrogoths, Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardians of their infant 
king, appeared soon afterwards on the Northern banks of the 
Danube; and immediately despatched their ambassadors to the 
court of Antioch, to solicit, with the' same professions of allegi
ance and gratitude, the same favor which had been granted to the 
suppliant Visigoths. The absolute refusal of Valens suspended 
their progress, and discovered the repentance, the suspicions, and 
the fears, of the Imperial council. 

An undisciplined and unsettled nation of barbarians required 
the firmest temper, and the most dexterous management. The 
daily subsistence of near a million of extraordinary subjects could 
be supplied only by constant and skilful diligence, and might con
tinually be interrupted by mistake or accident. The insolence, or 
the indignation, of the Goths, if they conceived themselves to be 
the objects either of fear or of contempt, might urge them to the 
most despel"ate extremities; and the fortune of the state seemed 
to depend on the prudence, as well as the integrity, of the gen
erals of Valens. At this important crisis, the military government 
of Thrace was exercised by Lupicinus and ~Iaximus, in whose 
venal minds the slightest hope of private emolument outweighed 
every consideration of public advantage; and whose guilt was 
only alleviated by their incapacity of discerning the pernicious 
effects of their rash and criminal administration. Im:tead of 
obeying the orders of their sovereign, and ,satisfying, with decent 
liberality, the demands of the Goths, they levied an ungenerous 
and oppressive tux on the wants of the hungry barbarians. The 
vilest food was sold at an extravagant price; and, in the room of 
wholesome and substantial provisions,' the markets were filled 
with the flesh of dogs, and of unclean animals, who had died of 
disease. To obtain the valuable acquisition of a pound of bread, 
the Goths resigned the possession of an expensive, though service
able, slave; and a small quantity of meat was greedily purchased 
with ten pounds of a precious, but uselESS, metal. 69 When their 
property was exhausted, they continued this necessary traffic by 
the sale of their sons and daughters; and notwithstanding the 
love of freedom, which animated every Gothic breast, they sub
mitted to the humiliating maxim, that it was better for their chil
(hen to be maintained in a servile condition, than to perish in a 
state of wretched and helpless indepennenee. The most lively 
resentment is excited by the tyranny of pretendt'd benefactors, 
who sternly exact the debt of gratitude which they have cancelled 
by subsequent injuries: a spirit of discontent insensibly arose in 
the camp of the barbarians, who pleaded, without success, the 
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merit of their patient and dutiful behavior; and loudly com, 
plained of the inhospitable treatment which they had received 
from their new allies. They beheld around them the wealth and 
plenty of a fertile province, in the midst of which they suffered 
Ithe intolerable hardships of artificial famine. But the means of 
relief, and even of revenge, were in their hands; since the rapa

i ciousness of their tyrants had left to an injured people the posses
sion and the use of arms. The clamors of a multitude, untaught 
to disguise their sentiments, tmnounced the first symptoms of 
resistance, and alarmed the timid and gUIlty minds of Lupicinus . 
and Maximus. Those crafty ministers, who substituted the cun
ning of temporary expedients to the wise and salutary councils of 
general policy, attempted to remove the Goths from their danger
ous station on the frontiers of the empire; and to disperse them, 
in separate quarters of cantonment, through the interior prov
inces. .As they were conscious how ill they had deserved the 
respect, or confidence, of the barbarians, they diligently colleeted, 
from every side, a military force, that might urge the tardy and 
reluctant march of a people, who had not yet renounced the title, 
or the duties, of Roman subjects. But the generals of Valens. 
while their attention was solely directed to the discontented Visi
goths, imprudently disarmed the ships and the fortifications which 
constituted the defence of the DJ.nube. The fatal oversight was 
observed, and improved, by .Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxiously 
watched the favorable moment of escaping from the pursuit of 
the Huns. By the help of such rafts and vessels as could be 
hastily procured, the leaders of the OS(;Togoths transported, with
out oppositien, their king and their army; and boldly fixed a hos
tile and ind~pendent camp on the territories of the empire. ' ° 

under the name of Judges, Alavivus and Fritigern were the 
leaders of the Visigoths in peace and war j and the. authority 
which they derived from tl:eir birth was ratified by the free con
sent ;)f the nation. In a season of tranquillity, their power might 
.have been equal, as well as their rank; but, as soon as their coun
trymen were exasperated by hunger and oppression, the superior 
abilities of Fritigern assumed the milit.ary command, which he 
was qualified to exercise for the pUblic welfare. He restrained 
the impatient spirit of the Visigoths till the injuries and the in. 
wlts (·f their tyrants should ju~tify their resistance in the opinion 
of mankind: but he was not disposed to sacrifice any solid advan
tages for the empty praise of justice and moderation. 8ensible of 
the benefits which would result from the union of the GothIC 
powers under the same standard, he secretly cultivated the friend.. 
ship of the Ostrogoths; and while he prof'2'ssed an implicit obedi· 
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ence to the orders of the Roman generals, he proceeded by slow 
marches towards lIarcianopolis, the capital of the Lower l\fresia, 
about seventy miles from the banks of the D,mube. On that fatal 
spot, the fl:lmes of discord and mutual hatred burst forth into a 
dleadful conflagration. Lupicinus had invited the Gothic chiefs 
to a splendid entertainment; and their martial train remained un· 
del' alms at the entrance of the palace. But the gates of the city 
were strictly guarded, and the barbariaus were sternly excluded 
from the use of a plentiful market, to which they asserted tlH·ir 
equal claim of subJects and allIes. Their humble prayers were 
rejected with insolence and derision ; and as their patience was 
now exhausted, the townsmen, the soldiers, and the Goths, were 
1'100n mvolved in a conflict of passionate altercation and angry re
proaches. A blow was imprudently given; a sword was hastily 
drawn; and the first blood that was spilt in this accidental quar
rel became the signal of a long and destructive war. In the midst 
of noise and brutal intemperancE', Lupicinus was informed, by a 
secret messenger, that many of his soldiers were slain, and 
despoiled of their arms; and as he was already inflamed by 
wine, and oppressed by sleep, he issued a rash commanil, that 
their death should be revenged by the massacre of the guards of 
Fritigern and Alavivus. Tl.e clamorous shouts and dying groans 
apprised Fritigern of his extreme danger; and, as he possessed 
the calm and intrepid spirIt of a hero, he saw that he was lost if 
be allowed a moment of deliberation to the man who had 
so deeply injured him. "A trifling dispute," said the Gothic 
leader, with a firm but gentle tone of voice, "appea.rs to h~ve 
arisen between the two nations; but it may be productive of the 
most dangerous consequences, unless the tumult is immediately 
pacified by the assurance of our safety, and the authority of our 
presence." At these words, Fribgern aml hIS companions drew 
their swords, opened their passage through tbe unresisting crowd, 
which filled the palace. the streets, and the gates of :Dfarcianopo
lis, and, mounting their horses, hastily vanished from tIle eyes of 
the astonished Romans. '],he generals of the Goths were saluted 
by the fierce and joyful acclamations of the camp; war was in
stantly resolved, and the resolution was executed without delay : 
the banners of the nation were displayed according to the custom 
of their ancestors; and the air resounded witb the harsh and 
mournful music of the barbarian trumpet. ll The weak and guilty 
Llpicinus, who had dared to provoke, who had neglected to de
stroy, and who still presumed to despise, his formIdable enemy, 
maTched against the Goths, at the llead of such a military force 
as could be collected on this sudden emergency. The barbarians 
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expected his approach about nine miles from Marcianopolis ; und 
on this occasion the talents of the general were found to be of 
more prevailing efficacy than the weapons and discipline of the 
troops. The valor of the Goths was so ably directed by the 
genius of Fritigern, that they broke, by a close and vigorous at
tack, the ranks of the Roman legions. Lupicinus left his arms 
and standards, his tribunes and his bravest soldiers, on the field of 
battle; and their useless courage served only to protect the igno
minious flight of their leader. "That successful day put an end to 
the distress of the barbarians, and the security of the Romans: 
from that day, the- Goths, renouncing the precarious condition of 
strangers and exiles, assumed the character of citizens and mas
ters, claimed an absolute dominion over the possessors of land, 
and held, in their own right, the northern provinces of the em
pire, which are bounded by the Danube." Such are the words 
of the Gothic historian,72 who celebrates, with rude eloquence, 
the glory of his countrymen. But the dominion of the barbarians 
was exercsed only for the purposes of rapine and destruction. As 
they had been deprived, by the ministers of the emperor, of the 
common benefits of nature, and the fair intercourse of social life, 
they retaliated the injustice on the subjects of the empire; and 
the crimes of Lupicinus were expiated hy the ruin of the peaceful 
husbandmen of ~hrace, the conflagration of their villages, and the 
massacre, or captivity, of their innocent families. The report of 
the Gothic victory was soon diffused over the adjacent country j 
and while it filled the minds of the Romans with terror and dis
may, their own hasty imprudence contributed to increase the 
forces of Fritigern, and the calamities of the province. Some 
time before the great emigration, a numerous body of Goths, un
der the COIDIDrmd of Suerid and Colias, had been received into 
the protection and service of the empire. 13 They were encamped 
under the walls of Hadrianople; but the ministers of Val ens were 
anxious to remove them beyond the Hellespont, at a distance from 
the dangerous temptation which might so easily be communicated 
by the neighborhood, and the success, of their countrymen. The 
respectful submission with which they yielded to the order of 
their march, might be considered as a proof of their,fidelity; and 
their moderate request of a sufficient allowance of provisions, and 
of a delay of only two days, was expressed in the most dutiful 
terms. But the first magistrate of Hadrianople, incensed by some 
disoraers which had been committed at his country-house, ..refused 
this indulgence; and arming against them the inhabitants and IDanu~ 
facturers of a populous city, he urged, with hostile threats, their 
instant departure. The barbarians stood silent and amazed, till 
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they were exasperated by the insulting clamors, and missile weap
ons, of the populace: but when patience or contempt was fa
tigued, they crushed the undisciplined multitude, inflicted many 
a shameful wound on the backs of their flying enemies, and de
spoiled them of the splendid armor,74 which they were unworthy 
to bear. The resemblance of their sufierings and their actions 
Boon united this victorious detachment to the nation of the Visi
goths; the troops of Colias and Suerid expected the approach of 
the great Fritigern, ranged themselves under his standard, and 
signalized their ardor in the siege of Hadrianople. But the resist
ance of the garrison informed the barbarians, that in the attack of 
regular fortifications, the efforts of unskilful courage are seldom 
effectual. Their general acknowledged his error, raised the siege, 
declared that "he was at peace with stone walls," 71i and re
venged his disappointment on the adjacent country. He accepted, 
with pleasure, the useful re-enforcement!. of' hardy workmen, who 
labored in the gold mines of Thrace,711 for the emolument, and 
under the lash, of an unfeeling master: 77 and. these new associ
ates conducted the barbarians, through the secret paths, to the 
most sequestered places, which had been chosen to secure the in
habitants, the cattle, and the magazines of corn. With the assist~ 
ance of Imch guides, nothing could remain impervious or inacces
sible; resistance Tw"as fatal; flight was impracticable ; and the 
patient submission of helpless innocence seldom found mercy from 
the barbarian conqueror. In the course of these depredations, a 
great number of the children of the Goths, who had been sold into 
captivity, were restored to the embraces of their afflicted parents; 
but these tender interviews, which might have revived and cher
ished in their minds some sentiments of humanity, tended only to 
stimulate their native fierceness by the desire of revenge. They 
listened, with eager attention, to the complaints of their captive 
children, who had suffered the mnst cruel indignities from 
the lustfnl or angry passions of their masters, and the same cruel
ties, the same indignities, were severely retaliated on the sons and 
daughters of the Romans. 78 

The imprudence of Valens and his ministers had introductd 
into the heart of the empire a nation of enemies; but the Vi~i
goths might even yet have been reconciled, by the manly confes
sion of past errors, and the sincere performance of former engage
ments. These healing and temperate measures seemed to concm 
with the timorous disposition of the sovereign of the East: but, 
on this occasion "alone, Val ens was brave j and his unseasonable 
bravery was fatal to himself and to his subjects. He dcclared his 
intention of marching from Antioch to Constantinople, to subdue 
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this dangerous rebellion; and, as he was not ignorant of the diffi. 
culties of the enterprise, he solicited the assistance of his nephew, 
the emperor Gratian, who commanded all the forces of the -West. 
The veteran troops were hastily recalled from the defence of Ar
menia; that important frontier was abandoned to the discretion 
of Sapor; and the immediate conduct of the Gothic war was ill~ 
trusted, during the absence of Valens, to his lieutenants Trajan 
and Profuturus, two generals who indulged themselves in a very 
false and favorable opinion of their own abilities. On their arrival 
in Thrace, they were joined by Ri('homer, count of the domestics; 
and the auxiliaries of the yVest, that marched under his banner, 
were composed of the Gallic legions, reduced indeea., by a spirit 
of desertion, to the vain appearances of strength and numbers. 
In a council of war, whieh was influenced by pride, rather tha!l 
by reason, it was resolved to seek, and to encounter, the barbari
ans, who Jay encamped in the spacious and fertile meadows, ncar 
the most southern gf the six mouths of the Danube. 70 Their camp 
was surrounded by the usual fortification of wagons; 80 and the 
barharians, secure within the vast circle of the enclosure, enjoyed. 
the fruits of their valor, and the spoils of the province. In the 
midst of riotous intemperance, the watchful Fritigern observed 
the motions, and penetrated the designs, of the Romans. He per
ceived, that the numbers of the enemy were continuully increus
ing: and, as he understood their intention of attacking his rear, 
as soon as the scarcity of forage should oblige him to remove his 
camp, he recalled to their standard his predatory detachments, 
which covered the adjacent country. As soon as they descried 
the flaming beacons, ijl they obeyed, wHh incredible speed, the 
signal of their leader: the camp wa.s filled with the martial crowd. 
of barbarians; their impatient clamors demanded the battle, and. 
their tumultuous zeal was approved and animated by the spirit of 
their chiefs. The evening was already far advanced j and the 
two armies prepared themselves for the approaching combat, 
which was deferred only till the dawn of day. While the trumpets 
sounded to arms, the undaunted courage of the Goths ,vas con
firmed by the mutual obligation of a solemn oath j and as they 
advanced to meet the enemy, the rude songs, which celebrateu 
the glory of their forefathers, were mingled with their fierce and 
dissonant outcries, and opposed to the artificial harmony of tho 
Roman shout. Some military skill was displayed by Fritigern to 
gain the advantage of a commanding eminence; but the bloody 
conflict, which began and ended with the light, was maintained 
on either side, by the personal and obstinate efforts of strength, 
valor, and agility. The legions of Armenia supported their faml) 
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in arms; but they were oppressed by the irresistible weight of the 
hostile multitude; the left wing of the Romans was thrown into 
disorder, and the field was strewed with their mangled carcasses. 
This partial defeat was balanced, however, by partial success; 
and when the two armies, at a late hour of the evening, retreated 
to their respective camps, neither of them could claim the honors, 
or the effects, of a decisive victory. The real loss was more 
severely felt by the Romans, in proportion to the smallness of 
thcir numbers; but the Goths were so deeply confounded and 
dismayed by this vigorous, and perpaps unexpected, resistance, 
that they remained seven days within the circle of their fortifica
tions. Such funeral rites, as the circumstances of time and place 
would admit, were piously discharged to some officers of distin
guished rank i but the indiscriminate vulgar was left unburied on 
the plain. Their flesh was greedily devoured by the birds of 
prey, who in that age enjoyed very frequent and delicious feasts; 
and several years afterwards the white and naked bones, which 
covered the wide extent of the fields, presented to the ~yes of 
Ammianus a dreadful monument of the battle of Salices. 82 

The progress of the Goths had ~en checked by the doubtful 
event of that bloody day; and the Imperial generals, whose army 
would have been consuced by the repetition of such a contest, 
embraced the more rational plan of destroying the barbarians by 
the wants and pressure of their own multitudes. They prepared 
to confine the Yisigoths in the nanow angle of land between the 
Danube, the desert of Scythia, and the mountains of Hromus, till 
their strength and spirit should be insensibly wastcd by the in
evitable operation of famine. The design was prosecuted with 
Borne conduct and success: the barbarians had almost exhausted 
their own magazines, and the harvests of the country; and the 
diligence of Saturninus, the master-general of the cavalry, was 
employed to improve the strength, and to contract the extent, of 
the Roman fortifications. His labors were interrupted by the alarm
ing intelligence, that new swarms of barbarians had passed the un
guarded Danube, either to support the cause, or to imitate the ex
ample,of Fritigern. The just apprehension, that he himself might 
be surrounded, and overwhelmed, by the anns of hostile and un
known nations, compelled Saturninus to relinquish the siege of the 
Gothic camp; and the indignant Visigoths, breaking from their 
confinement, satiated their hunger and revenge by the repcated 
devastation of the fruitful country, which extcnds above three 
hundred milcs from the banks of the Danube to the Straits of the 
Hellespont. ~3 The sagaciolls Fritigcrn had successfully appealed 
to the passions, as well as to the interest, of his barbarian allies; 

http:Salices.82


232 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

and the love of rapine, and the hatred of Rome, seconded, or even 
prevented, the eloquence of his ambassadors. He cemented a 
strict and useful alliance with the great body of his countrymen, 
who obeyed Alatheus and Saphrax as the guardians of their in
fant king: the long animosity of rival tribes was suspended by 
the sense of their common interest; the independent part of the 
nation was associated under one standard; and the chiefs of the 
Ostrogoths appear to have yielded to the superior genius of the 
general of the Visigoths. He obtained the formidable aid of the 
Taifahe,* whose military renown was disgraced and polluted by 
the public infamy of their domestic manners. Every youth, on 
his entrance into the world, was united by the ties of honorable 
friendship, and brutal love, to some warrior of the tribe; nor 
could he hope to be released from this unnatural connection, till 
he had approved his manhood by slaying, in single combat, a huge 
bear, or a wild boar of the forest. 84 But the most powerful auxil
iaries of the Goths were drawn from the camp of those enemies 
who had expelled them from their native seats. The loose sub
ordination, and extensivc possessions, of the Hune and thc_Alani, 
delayed the conquests, and distracted the councils, of that victo
rious people. Several of the hordes were allured by the liberal 
promises of Fritigern; and the rapid cavalry of Scythia added 
weight and energy to the steady and strenuous efforts of the 
Gothic infantry. The Sarmatians, who could never forgive the 
successor of Valentinian, enjoyed and increased tho general con
fusion; and a seasonable irruption of the Alemanni, into the 
provinces of Gaul, engaged the attention, and diverted the forcef;, 
of the emperor of the West. Sa 

One of the most dangerous inconveniences of tho introduction 
of the barbarians into the army and the palace, was sensibly felt 
in their correspondence with their hostile countrymen; to whom 
they imprudently, or maliciously, revealed the weakness of the 
Roman empire. A soldier, of the life-guards of Gratian, was of 
the nation of the Alemanni, anil of the tribe of the Lentienses1 

who dwelt beyond the Lake of Constance. Some domestic busi

* The Taifalre, who at this period inhabited the country whicb now r<.rms the 
prinripality of WalJachia. were, in my opinion, the laioot remains of tile great and 
powerful nation of the Dacians (Oaci Dahre,) which has given its Dame to the8e 
regi()n~, over which they had ruled 80 loug. 'rIle Taifalre passed wirh the Goths 
into the terrItory of the empire. A great Dumber or them ('ntercd the Roman foe\"
vice, and were quartered in ditIerent prOVinces. Th!'y ar!' mentioned in the Notitia 
Imperii. There was a considerable body in the country of the Plctavi. now Poi
tholl. They long retained their manners and langn~ge, and cans('(l the name of the 
Theofulgicus pa~us to be ~iven to the district thry inhahited. Two plal'cs in the 
department of La Vendee, TilIangcs, and La TltIardiere, still pl'cserve evident 
traces of this denomination. St. lI.iartin, iv. 118.-M. 
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ness obliged him to request a leave of absence. In a short visit to 
his family and friends, he was exposed to their curious inquiries: 
and the vanity of the loquacious soldier tempted him to display 
his intimate acquaintance with the secrets of the state, and the 
designs of his master. 'The intelligence, that Gratian was prepar
ing to lead the military force of Gaul, and of the West, to the as
sistance of bis uncle Valens, pointed out to the restless spirit of 
the Alemanni the moment, and the mode, of a successful invasion. 
'fhe enterprise of some light detachments, who, in the month of 
February, passed the Rhine upon the icc, was the prelude of a 
more important war. The boldest hopes of rapine, perhaps of 
conquest, outweighed the considerations of timid prudence, or 
Dlltional faith. Every forest, and every village, poured forth a 
band of hardy adventurers; and the great army of the Alemanni, 
which, on their approach, was estimated at forty thousand men by· 
the fears of the people, was afterwards magnified to the number of 
seventy thousand by the vain and credulous Hattery of the Impe
rial court. The legions, which had been ordered to march into 
Pannonia, were immediately recalled, or detained, for the defence 
of Gaul; the military command was divided between Nanienus 
and :1\Iellobaudes ; and the youthful emperor, though he respected 
the long experience and sober wisdom of the former, was much 
more inclined to admire and to. follow, the martial ardor of his 
colleague; who was allowed to unite the incompatible characters 
of count of the domestics, and of king of the Franks. His rival 
Priarius, king of the Alemanni, was guided, or rather impelled, 
by the same headstrong valor; Rnd as their troops were animated 
by the spirit of their leaders, they met, they saw, they encoun
tered, each other, near the town of Argentaria, or Colmar, ~A in 
the plains of Alsace. The glory of the day was justly ascribed to 
the missile weapons, and well-practised evolutions of the Roman 
soldiers; the Alemanni, who long maintained their ground, were 
slaughtered with unrelenting fury; five thousand only of the 
barbarians escaped to the woods and mountains; and the glorious 
death of their king on the field of battle saved him from the re
proaches of the people, who are always disposed to accuse the jus
tice, or policy, of an unsuccessful war. After this signal victory, 
which secured the peace of Gaul, and asserted the honor of the 
Roman arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to proceed without 
delay on his Eastern expedition; but as he approached the con
fines of the Alemanni, he suddenly inclined to the left, surprised 
them by his unexpected passage of the Rhine, and boldly ad
vanced into the heart of their country. The barbarians opposed 
to his progress the obstacles of nature arid of courage; and still 
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continued to retreat, from one hill to another, till they were satis. 
fied, by repeated trials, of the power and perseverance of their 
enemies. Their submission was accepted as a proof, not indeed of 
their sincere repentance, but of their actual distress; and a select 
number of their brave and robust youth was exacted from the 
faithless nation, as the most substantial pledge of their future 
moderation. The subjects of the empire, who had so often expe
rienced that the Alemanni could neither be subdued by arms, nor 
restrained by treaties, might not promise themselves any solid or 
lasting tranquillity: but they discovered, in the virtues of their 
young sovereign, the prospect of a long and auspicious reign. 
When the legions climbed the m01lDtuins, and scaled the fortifica
~ions of the barbarians, the valor of Gratian was distinguished in 
the foremost ranks; and the gilt and variegated armor of his 
guards was pierced and shattered by the blows which they had 
received in their constant attaclunent to the person of their sove
reign. At the age of nineteen, the son of Valentinian seemed to 
possess the talents of peace and wa.r; and his personal success 
against the Alemanni was interpreted as a sure presage of his 
Gothic triumphs. tl7 

While Gratian deserved and enjoyed the applause of his sub
jects, the emperor Val ens, who, at length, had removed his court 
and army from Antioch, was received by the people of Constanti
nople as the author of the public calamity. BefJre he had re
posed himself ten days in the capital, he was urged by the licen
tious clamors of the Hippodrome to march against the barbarians, 
whom he had invited into his dominions j and the citizens, Who 
are always brave at a distance frum any real danger, declared, 
with confidence, that, if they were supplied with arms, they alone 
would undertake to deliver the province from the ravages of an 
insulting foe. 88 The vain reproaches of an ignorant multitude 
hastened the downfall of the Roman empire j they provoked the 
desperate rashness of Valens j who did not find, either in his repu. 
tation or in his mind, any motives to suppurt with firmness the 
public contempt. He was soon persuaded, by the successful 
achievements of his lieutenants, to despise the power of the Goths, 
who, by the diligence of Fritigern, were now collected in the 
neighborhood of Hadrianople. The march of \the Taifalre had 
been intercepted by the vahant Frigerid : the king of those licen
tious barbarians was slain in battle; and the suppliant captives 
were sent into distant exile to cultivate the lands of Italy, which 
were assigned for their settlement in the vacant territories of 
Modena and Parma. 89 The exploits of Sebastian,90 who was 
recently engaged in the service of Val ens, and promoted to the 
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rank of master-general of the infantry, were still more honorable 
to himself, and useful to the republic. He obtained the pennis
sion of selecting three hundred soldiers from each of the legions i 
and this separate detacllment soon acquired the spirit of disci. 
pline, and the exercise of arms, which were almost forgotten un 
der the reign of Valens. By tbe vigor and conduct of Sebastian, 
a large body of the Goths was surprised in their camp i and the 
immense spoil, which was recovered from their hands, filled the 
city of Hadrianople, and the adjacent plain. The splendid narra
tives, which the general transmitted of his own exploits, alarmed 
the Imperial court by the appearance of superior merit i and 
though he cautiously insisted on the difficulties of the Gothic 
war, his valor was praised, his advice was rejected i and Valens, 
who listened with pride and pleasure to the flattering suggestions 
of the eunuchs of the palace, was impa.tient to seize the glory of 
an easy and assured conquest. His army was strengthened by a 
numerous re-enforcement of veterans i and his march from Con
stantinople to Hadrianople was conducted with so much military 
skill, that he prevented the activity of the barbarians, who de
signed to occupy the intermediate defiles, and to intercept either 
the troops themselves or their convoys of provisions. The camp 
of Valens, which he pitched ·under the walls of Hadrianople, was 
fortified, according tu the practice of the Romans, with a ditch 
and rampart i and a most important council was summoned, to 
decide the fate of the emperor and of the empire. The party of 
reason and of delay was strenuously maintained by Victor, who 
had corrected, by the lessons of experience, the native fierceness 
of the Sarmatian character i while Sebastian, with the flexible 
and obsequious eloquence of a courtier, represented every precau
tion, and every measure, that implied a doubt of immediate vic
tory, as unworthy of the courage and majesty of their invincible 
monarch. The ruin of Valens was precipitate.d by the deceitful 
:uts of Fritigern, and the prudent admonitions of the emperor of 
the West. The advantages of negotiating in the midst of war 
were perfectly understood by the general of the barbarians i and 
a Christian ecclesiastic was despatched, as the holy minister of 
peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the councils of the enemy. 
The misfortunes, as well as the provocations, of the Gothic nation, 
were forcibly and truly described by their ambassador i who pro
tested, in the name of Fritigern, that he was still disposed to lay 
down bis arms, or to employ them only in the defence of the em
pire i if he could secure for his wandering countrymen a tranquit 
settlement on the waste lands of Thrace, and a sufficient allow
ance of corn and cattle. But he added, in a whisper of confiden
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tial friendship, that the exasperated barbarians were averse tG 
these reasonable conditions j and that Fritigern was doubtful 
whether he could accomplish the conclusion of the treaty, unless 
he found himself supported by the presence and terrors of an Im
perial army. About the same time, Count Richomer returned 
from the West to announce the defeat and submission of the Ale
mannI, to inform Valens that his nephew advanced by rapid 
marches at the head of the veteran and victurious legions of Gaul j 
'lnd to request, in the name of Gratian and of the republic, that 
every dangerous and decisive measure might be suspended, till the 
junction of the two emperors should insure the success of the 
Gothic war. But the feeble sovereign of the East was actuated 
only- by the fatal illusions of pride and jealousy. He disdained 
the importunate advice j he rejected t~e humiliating aid j he 
secretly compared the ignominious, at least the inglorious, period 
of his own reign, with the fame of a beardless youth j and Valens 
rushed into the field, to erect his imaginary trophy, before the 
diligence of his colleague could usurp any share of the triumphs 
of the day. 

On the ninth of August, a day which has deserved to be marked 
among the most inauspicious of the Roman Calendar, VI the em
peror Valens, leaving under a strong guard his baggage and mili
tary treasure, marched from Hadrianople to attack the Goths, 
who were encamped about twelve miles from the city. U2 By some 
mistake of the orders, 01' some ignorance of the ground, the right 
wing, or column of cavalry, arrived in sight of the enemy, whilst 
the left was still at a considerable distance j the soldiers were 
compelled, in the sultry heat of summer, to precipitate their pace; 
and the line of battle was formed with tedious confusion and 
irregular delay. The Gothic cavalry had been detached to for
age in the adjacent country j and Fritigern still continued to 
practise his customary arts. He despatched messengers of peace, 
made proposals, required hostages, and wasted the hours, till the 
Homans, exposed without shelter to the burning rays of the sun, 
were exhausted by thirst, hunger, and intolerable fatigue. Tho 
emperor was persuaded to send an ambassador to the Gothic 
camp j the zeal of Richomer, who alone had courage to accept 
the dangerous commission, was applauded j and the count of the 
domestics, adorned with the splendid ensigns of his dignity, had 
proceeded some way in the space between the two armies, when 
he was suddenly recalled by the alarm of battle. The hasty and 
imprudent attack was made by Bacurius the Iberian, who com· 
manded a body of archers and targetiers; and as they advanced 
Wlth rashness, they retreated with loss and disgrace. In th6 
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sarno moment the flying squadrons of Alatheus and Saphrax, 
whose return was anxiously expected by the general of the Goths, 
descended like a whirlwind from the hills, swept across thc plain, 
and added new terrors to the tumultuous, but irresi~tihle charge 
~f the barbarian host. The event of the battle of Hadrianople, 
so fatal to Valens and to the empire, may be described in a few 
words: the Roman cavalry fled; the infantry was abandoned, 
tlurrounded, and cut in pieces. The most skilful evolutions, the 
firmest courage, are scarcely sufficient to extricate a body of foot, 
encompassed, on an open plain, by superior numbers of horse; 
but the troops of Valens, oppressed by the weight of the enemy, 
and their own fears, were crowded into a narrow space, where it 
was impossible for them to extend their ranks, or even to use, 
with effect, their swords and javelins. In the midst of tumult, of 
slaughter, and of dismay, the emperor, deserted by his guarcis, 
and wounded, as it was supposed, with an arrow, sought protec
tion among the Lancearii and the Mattiarii, who still maintained 
their ground with some appearance of order and firmness. His 
faithful generals Trajan and Victor, who perceived his 'langer, 
loudly exclaimed that all was lost, unless the person of th~ em
peror could be saved. Some troopR, animated by their exhorta
tion, advanced to his relief: they found only a bloody spot, 
covered with a heap of broken arms and mangled bodies, without 
being able to discover their unfortunate prince, either among 
the living or the dead. Their search could not indeed be success
ful, if there is any truth in the circumstances with which some 
historians have related the death of. the emperor. By the care of 
hi~ attendants, Valens was removed from the field of battle to a 
neighboring cottage, where theyatt.empted to dress his wound, 
and to provide for his future safety. But this humble retreat 
was instantly surrounded by the enemy: they tried to force the 
door; they were provoked by a discharge of arrows from the 
roof, till at length, impatient of delay, they set fire to a pile of 
dry fagots, and consumed the cottage with the Roman emperor 
and his train.. Valens perished in the flames; and a youth, who 
dropped from the window, alone escaped, to attest the melancholy 
tale, and to inform the Goths of the inestimable prize which they 
had lost by their own rashness. A great number of brave and 
distinguished officers perished in the battle of Hadrianople, which 
equalled in the actual loss, and f:.l.r surpassed in the fatal conse
quences, the misfortune which Rome had formerly sustained in 
the fields of Cannre. lIs Two master-generals of the cavalry and 
infantry, two great officers of the palace, and thirty-five tribunes, 
were found among the slain: and the death of Sebastian m;~llt 
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satisfy the world, that he was the victim, as well as the author, 
of the public calamity. Abuve two-third::! of the Roman army 
were destroyed: and the darkness of the night was esteemed a 
very favorable circumstance, as it served to conceal the flight of 
the multitude, and to protect the more orderly retreat of Victor 
and Richomer, who alone, amidst the general consternation, 
maintained the advantage of calm courage and regular disci pline. 94 

While the impressions of grief and terrur were still recent in 
the minds of men, the most celebrated rhetorician of the age 
composed the funeral oration of a vanquished army, and of an 
unpopular prince, whose throne was already occupied by a strano 
gel'. "'rhere are not wanting," says the candid Libanius, 
" those who arraign the prudence of th.e emperor, or who impute 
the public misfortune to the want of courage and discipline in 
the troops. For my own part, I reverence the memory of their 
former exploits: I reverenp.e the glorious death, which they 
bravely received, standing, and fighting, in their ranks: I rever
ence the field of battle stained with tludr blood, and the blood of 
the barbarians. Those honorable marks have been already washed 
away by the rains; but the lofty monuments of their bones, the 
bones of generals, of centurions, and of valiant warriors, claim a 
longer period of duratiun. The king himself fought and fell in 
the foremost ranks of the battle. His attendants presented him 
with the fleetest horses of the Imperial stable, that would soon 
have carried him beyond the pursuit of the enemy. They vainly 
pressed him to reserve his important life for the future service of 
the republic. He still declared that he was unworthy to survive 
so many of the bravest and most faithful of his subjects; and ~he 
monarch was nobly buried under a mountain of the slain. Let 
none, therefore, presume to ascribe the victory of the barbarians 
to the fear, the weakness, or the imprudence, of the Roman 
troops. The chiefs and the soldiers were animated by the virtue 
of their ancestors, whom they equalled in discipline and the arts 
of war. Their generou", emulation was supported by the love of 
glory, which prompted them to contend at the same time with 
heat and thirst, with fire and the sword; and cheerfully to em
brace an honorable death, as their refuge against flight and in
famy. The indibJ'llation of the gods ha>i been the only cause of 
the success of our enemies." The truth of history may disclaim 
some parts of this panegyric, which cannot strictly be reconciled 
with the character of Valens, or the circumstances of the battle; 
but the fairest commendation is due to the eloquence, and still 
more to the generosity, of the sophist of Antioch. Ufo 

The pride of the Goths was elated by this memorable victory; 
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hut their avarice was disappointed by the mortifying discovery, 
that the richest part of the Imperial spoil had been 'Within the 
walls of Hadrianople. They hastened to possess the reward of 
their valor; but they were encountered by the remains.of a van
quished army, with an intrepid resolution, which was the effect of 
their despair, and the only hope of their safety. The walls of 
the city, and the ramparts of the adjacent camp, were lined with 
military engines, that threw stones of an enormous weight; and 
astonished the ignorant barbarians by the noise and velocity, still 
more than by the real effects, of the discharge. The soldiers, the 
citizens, the provincials, the domestics of the palace were united 
in the danger, and in the defence: the furious assault of the 
Goths was repulsed; their secret arts of treachery and treason 
weF~ discovered j and, after an obstinate conflict of many hours, 
they retired to their tents j convinced, by experience, that it 
would be far more advisable to observe the treaty, which their 
sagacious leader had tacitly stipulated with the fortifications of 
great and populous cities.· After the hasty and impolitic massa
cre of three hundred deserters, an act of justice extremely useful 
to the discipline of the Roman armies, the Goths indignantly 
raised the siege of Hadrianople. The scene of war and tumult 
was instantly converted into a silent solitude: the multitude 
suddenly disappeared j the secret paths of the woods and moun
tains were marked with the footsteps of the trembling fugitives, 
who sought a refuge in the distant cities of ll1yricum and Mace
donia j and the faithful officers of the household, und the treas
ury, cautiously proceeded in search of the emperor, of whose 
death they were still ignorant. The tide of the Gothic inunda
tion rolled from the walls of Hadrianople to the suburbs of Con
stantinople. The barbarians were surprised with the splendid 
appearance of the capital of the East, the height and extent of 
the walls, the myriads of wealthy and affrighted citizens who 
crowded the ramparts, and the various prospect of the sea and 
land. While they gazed with hopeless desire on the inaccessible 
beauties of Constantinople, a sally was made from one of the gates 
by a party of Saracens,98 who had belOln fortunately engaged in 
the service of Valens. The cavalry of Scythia was forced to 
yield to the admirable swiftness and spirit of the Arabian horses: 
their riders were skilled in the evolutions of irregular war; and 
the Northern barbarians were astonished and dismayed, by the 
inhuman ferocity of the barbarians of the South. A Gothic sol
dier was slain by the dagger of an Arab j and the hairy, naked 
savage, applying his ·lips to the wound, expressed a horrid de~ 
light, while he sucked the blood of his vanquished enemy. 97 The 
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army of the Goths, Jaden with the spoils of the wealthy suburbs 
and the adjacent territory, slowly moved, from the Bosphorus, to 
the mountains which form the western boundary of Thrace. The 
important pass of Succi was betrayed by the fear, or the miscon.. 
duct, of Maurus; and the barbarians, who no longer had any 
resistance to apprehend from scattered and vanquished troops 
of the East, spread themselves over the face of a fertile and cul
tivated country, as far as the confines of Italy, and the Hadriatic 
Sea. 98 

The _Romans, who so ('oolly, and so concisely, mention the 
acts of justice which were exercised by the legions,99 reserve their 
compassion, and their~eloquence, for their own sufferings, when 
the provinces were invaded, and desolated, by the arms of the 
successful barbarians. The simple circumstantial narrative (did 
such a narrative exist) of the ruin of a single town. of the misfor
tunes of a single family,100 might exhibit an interesting and in
structive picture of human manners: but the tedious repetition 
of vague and declamatory complaints would fatigue the ettention 
of the most patient reader. The same censure may be applied, 
though not perhaps in an equal degree, to the profane, and the 
ecclesiastical, writers of this unhappy period; that their minds 
were inflamed by popular and religious animosity; and that the 
true size and color of every object is falsified by tjle exaggera
tions of their corrupt eloquence. The vehement Jerom 101 might 
justly deplore the calamities inflicted by the Goths, and their 
barbarous allies, on his native country of Pannonia, and the wide 
extent of the provinces, from the walls of Constantinople, to the 
foot of the Julian Alps; the rapes, the massacres, the conflagra
tions; and, above all, the profanation of· the churches, that were 
turned into stables, and the contemptuous treatment of the relics 
of holy martyrs. But the Saint is surely transported beyond the 
limits of nature and history, when he affirms, "that, in those 
desert countries, nothing was left except the sky and the earth; 
that, after the destruction of the cities, and the extirpation of the 
huma.n race, the land was overgrown with thick forests and inex
tricable brambles i and that the universal desolation, announced 
by the prophet Zephaniah, was accomplished in the scarcity of the 
beasts, the birds, and even of the fish." These complaints were 
pronounced about twenty years after the death of Valens ; and 
the Illyrian provinces, which were constantly exposed to the inva
sion and passage of the barbarians, still continued, after a calam
itous period of ten centuries, to supply new materials for rapine 
and destruction. Could it even be supposed that a large tract of 
country had been left without cultivation and without inhabitants, 
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the consequences might not have been so fatal to the inferior pr~ 
ductions of animated nature. The useful and feeble animals, 
which are nourished by the hand of man, might suffer and perish, 
if they were deprived of his protection; but. the beasts of the 
forest, his enemies or his victims, would multiply in the free and 
undisturbed possession of their solitary domain. The various 
tribes that people the air, or the waters, are still less connectcd 
with the fate of the human species; and it is ~lighly probable that 
the fish of the Danube would have felt more terror and distress 
from the approach of a voracious pike, than {,"om the hostile in
road of a Gothic army. 

Whatever may have been the just measure 01' the calamities of 
Europe, there was reason to fear that the same calamities would 
soon extend to the peaceful countries of Asia. 'rhe sons of the 
Goths had been judiciously distributed through the cities of the 
East; and the arts of education were employed to polish, and 
subdue, the native fierceness of their temper. In the space of 
about twelve years, their numbers had continually increased; and 
the children, who, in the first emigration, were sent over the 
Hellespont, had attained, with rapid growth, the strength and 
spirit of perfect manhood. 102 It was jmpossible to conceal from 
their know ledge the events of the Gothic war; and, as those dar
ing youths had not studied the langllage of di~simulation, they 
betrayed their wish, their desire, perhaps their intention, to 
emulate the glorious example of their fathers. The danger of 
the times seemed to justify the jealous suspicions of the pro
vincials ; and these suspicions were admitted as unquestionable 
evidence, that the Goths of Asia had formed a secret and dangerous 
conspiracy against the puhlic safety. The death of Valens had 
left the East without a sovereign: and Julius, who filled the im
portant station pf master-general of the troops, with a high rep
utation of diligence and ability, thought it his duty to consult 
the senate of Constantinople; which he considered, during the 
vacancy of the throne, as the representative council of the nation. 
As soon as he had obtained the discretionary power of acting as 
he should judge most expedient for the good of the republic, he 
assembled the principal officers, and privately concerted effectual 
measures for the execution of his bloody design. An order was 
immediately promulgated, that, on a stated day, the Gothic youth 
should assemble in the capital cities qf their respective provinces; 
and, as a report was industriously circulated that they were sum
moned to receive a liberal gift of lands and money, the pleasing 
hope allayed the fury of their resentment, and, perhaps) suspended 
the motions of the conspiracy. On \he appointed day, the un
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armed crowd of the Gothic youth was carefully collected in the 
square or Forum; the streets and avenues were occupied by the 
Roman troops, and the roofs of the housE's were covered with 
archers and sHngers. At the same hour, in all the cities of the 
East, the signal was given of indiscriminate slaughter; and the 
provinces of Asia were delivered, by the cruel prudE'nce of Julius, 
from a domestic enemy, who, in a few months, might have carried 
fire and sword from the Hellespont to the Euphrates. 103 The 
urgent consideration of the publIc safety may undoubtedly au
thorize the violation of every positive law. How far that, or any 
other, consideration may operate to dissolve the natural obliga
tions of humanity and justice, is a doctrine of which I still deBire 
to remain ignorant. _ . 

The emperor Gratian was far advanced on his march towards 
the plains of Hadrianople, when he was informed, at first, by the 
confused voice of fame, and afterwards by the more accurate re
ports of Victor and Richomer; that his impatient colle.tgue had 
been slain in battle, and that two-thirds of the Roman army were 
exterminated by the sword of the victorious Goths. Whatever 
resentment the rash and jealous vanity of his uncle might deserve, 
the resentment of a generous mind is easily subdued by the softer 
emotions of grief and compassion; and even the sense of pity was 
soon lost in the serious and alarming consideration of the state of 
the republic. Gratian was too late to assist, he was too weak to 
revenge, his unfortunate colleague; and the valiant and modest 
youth felt himself unequal to the support of a sinking world. A 
formidable tempest of the barbarians of Germany seemed ready to 
burst over the pro'dnces of Gaul j and the mind of Gratian was 
opl>resscd and distracted by the administration of the Western 
empire. 'In this important crisis, the government of the East, 
and the conduct of the Gothic war, required the undivided at
tention of a hero and a statesman. A subject invested with such 
ample command would not long have preserved his fidelity 
to a distant benefactor; and the Imperial council embraced the 
wise and manly resolution of conferring an obligation, rather 
than of yielding to an insult. It was the wish of Gratian to be
stow the purple as the reward of virtue; but, at the age of nine
teen, it is not easy for a prince, educated in the supreme rank, to 
understand the true characters of his ministers and generals. 
He attempted to weigh, with an impartial hand, their various 
merits and defects; and, whilst he checked the rash confidence 
of ambition, he distrusted the cautious wisdom which despaired 
of the republic. As each moment of delay diminished some
thing of the power and resources of the future sovereign of the 
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East, the situation of the times would not allow a tedious debate. 
The choice of Gratian was soon declared in favor of an exile, 
whose father, only three years before, had suffered, under the 
sanction of his authority, an unjust and ignominious death. The 
great Theodosius, a name celebrated in history, and dear to the 
Catholic church,IO. was summoned to the Imperial court, which 
had gradually retreated from the confines of Thrace to the more 
secure station of Sirmium. Five months after the death of Va... 
lens, the emperor Gratian produced before the assembled troops 
his colleague, and their master; who, after a modest, perhaps a 
sincere, resistance, was compelled to accept, amidst the general 
acclamations, the diadem, the purple, and the equal title of Au
gustus. m The provinces of Thrace, Asia, and Egypt, over which 
Valens had reigned, were resigned to the administration of the 
new emperor; but, as he was specially intrusted with the con
duct of the Gothic war, the Illyrian prrefecture was dismembered; 
and the two great dioceses of Dacia and l\Iacedonia were added 
to the dominions of the Eastern empire. 106 

The same province, and perhap~ the same city,101 which had 
given to the throne the virtues of Trajan, and the talents of lIa-:
drian, was the original seat of another family of Spaniards, who, 
in a. less fortunate age, possessed, near fourscore years, the de
clining empire of Rome. 108 They emerged from the obscurity of 
municipal honors by the active spirit of th(! elder Theodosius, a 
general, whose exploits in Britain and Africa have formed one of 
the most splendid parts of the annals of Valentini an. The son of 
that general, who· likewise bore the name of Theodosius, was edu
cated, by skilful preceptors, in the liberal studies of youth; but 
he was instructed in the art of war by the tender care and severe 
discipline of his father.l\19 Under the standard of such a leader, 
young Theodosius sought glory and knowledge, in the most dis
tant scenes of military action i inured his constitution to the 
difference of seasons and climates; distinguished his valor by 
sea and land; and observed the various warfare of the Scots, the 
Saxons, and the Moors. His own merit, and the recommendation 
of the conqueror of Africa, soon raised him to a separate com
mand; ano, in the station of Duke of l\Iresia, he vanquished an 
army of Sarmatians; saved the province; deserved the love of 
the soldiers; and provoked the envy of the court. 110 His rising 
fortunes were soon blasted by the disgrace and execution of his 
illustrious father; and Theodosius obtained, as a favor, the per
mission of retiring to a private life in his native province of 
Spain. He displayed a firm and temperate character in the eRse 
with which he adapted himself to his new situation. His time 
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was almost equally divided between the town and country; the 
spirit, which boad animated his public conduct, was shown in the 
active and affectionate performance of every social duty j and the 
diligence of the soldier was profitably converted to the improve
ment of his ample patrimony, III which lay between Valladolid and 
Segovia, in the midst of a fruitful district, still famous for a most 
exquisite breed of sheep. m From the innocent, but humble la
bors of his farm, Theodosius was transported, in less than four 
months, to the throne of the Eastern empire; and the whole pe
riod of the history of the world will not perhaps afford a similar 
example, of an elevation at the same time so pure and so honora
ble. The princes who peaceably inherit the sceptre of their 
fathers, claim and enjoy a legal right, the more secure as it is ab
solutely distinct from the merits of their personal characters. 
The subjects, who, in a monarchy or a popular state, acquire the 
possession of supreme power may have raised themselves, by the 
superiority either of genius or virtue, above the heads of their 
equals; but their virtue is seldom exempt from ambition; and 
the cause of the successful ca1}.didate is frequently stained by the 
guilt of conspiracy, or civil war. Even in those governments 
which allow the reigning monarch to declare a colleague or a suc
cessor, his partial choice, which may be influenced by the blindest 
passions, is often directed'to an unworthy object. But the most 
suspicions malignity cannot ascribe to Theodosius, in his obscure 
solitude of Oaucha, the arts, the desires, or even the hopes, of an 
ambitious statesman; and the name of the exile would long since 
have been forgotten, if his genuine and distinguished virtues had 
not left a deep impression in the Imperial court. During the sea
son of prosperity he had been neglected j but, in the public dis
tress, his superior merit was universally felt and acknowledged. 
What confidence must have been reposed in his integrity, since 
Graiian could trust, that a pious son would forgive, for the sake 
of the republic, the murder of his father 1 What expectations 
must have been formed of his abilities to encourage the hope, that a. 
single man could save, and restore, the (>mpire of the East! The
odosius was invested with the purple in tne thirty-third year of 
his age. The vulgar gazed with admiration on the manly beauty 
of his face, and the graceful majesty of his person, which they 
were pleased to compare with the pictures and medals of the 
emperor Trajan j whilst intp,lligent observers discovered, in the 
qualities of his heart and understanding, a more important re
semblance to the best and greatest of the Roman princes. 

It is not without the most sincere regret, -that I must now take 
leave of an accurate and faithful guide, who has compo~ed the 
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hist.ory of his own times, without indulging the prejudices and 
passions, which usually affect the mind of a contemporary. 
Ammianu8 Marce1linus, who terminates his useful work with the 
defeat and death of Valens, recommends the more glorious sub
ject of the ensuing reign to the youthful vigor and eloquence of 
the rising generation. l13 The rising generation was not disposed 
to accept bis advice, or t.o imitate his example; 114 and, i.n the 
Gtudy of the reign of Theodosius, we are reduced to illustrate the 
partial narrative of Zosimus by the obscure hints of fragments and 
chronicles, by the figurative style of poetry or panegyric, and by 
the precarious assistance of the ecclesiastic~l writers, who, in the 
heat of religious faction, are apt to despise the profane virtues of 
sincerity and moderation. Conscious of these -disadvantages, 
which will continue to involve a considerable portion of the de
cline and fall of the Roman empire, I shall proceed with doubt
ful and timorous steps. Yet I may boldly pronounce, that the 
battle of Hadrianople was never revenged by any signal or de
cisive victory of Theodosius over the barbarians: and the expres
sive silence of his venal orators may be confirmed by the observa
tion of the condition and circumstances of the times. The fabric 
of a mighty state, which has been reared by the labors of succes
sive ages, could not be overturned by the misfortune of a single 
day, if the fatal power of the imagination did not exaggerate the 
real measure of the calamity. The loss of forty thousand Romans, 
who fell in the plains of Hadrianople, might have been soon re
cruited in the populous provinces of the East, which contained so 
many millions of inhabitants. The courage of a soldier is found 
to be the cheapest, and most common, quality of human nature; 
and sufficient skill to encounter an undiscip1ined foe might have 
been speedily taught hy the care of the surviving centurions. If 
the barbarians were mounted on the horses, and equipped with 
the armor, of their vanquished enemies, the numerous studs of 
Cappadocia and Spain wou1d have supplied new squadrons of 
cava]ry; the thirty-four arsenals of the empire were plentifully 
stored with magazines of offensive and defensive arms: and the 
wealth of Asia might still llave yielded an ample fund for the ex
penses of the war. But the effects which were produced by the 
battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the barbarians and of the 
Romans, extended the victory of the former, and the defeat of 
the latter, far beyond the limits of a single day. A Gothic chief 
was heard to declare, with insolent moderation, that, for his own 
part, he was fatigued with slaughter; but that he was astonished 
how a people, who fled before him like a flock of sheep, could 
still presume to dispute the possession. of their treasures and prov
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inces. JU The same terrors which the n'lme of the Huns had 
spread among the Gothic tribes, were inspired, by the formida· 
ble name of the Goths, among the subjects and soldiers of the 
Roman empire. 116 If Theodosius, hastily collecting his scattered 
forces, had led them into the field to encounter a victorious en
emy, his army would have been vanquished by their own fears; 
and his rashness could not have been excused by the chance of 
success. But the great Theodosius, an epithet which he honorably 
deserved on this momentous occasion, conducted himself as the 
firm and faithful guardian of the republic. He fixed his head
quarters at Thessalonica, the capital of the Macedonian diocese; l1T 

from whence he could watch the irregular motions of the barba
rians, and direct the operations of his lieutenants, from the gates 
of Constantinople to, the shores of the Hadriatic. The fortifi
cations and garrisons of the cities were strengthened; and the 
troops, among whom a sense of order and discipline was revived, 
were insensibly emboldened by the confidence of their own safety. 
From these secure stations, they were encouraged to make fre
quent sallies on the barbarians, who infested the adjacent coun
try; and, as they were seldom allowed to engage, without some 
decisive superiority, either of ground or of numbers, their enter
prises were, for the most part, successful; and they were soon 
convinced, by their own experience, of the possibility of vanquish
ing their invincible enemies. The detachments of these separate 
garrisons were gradually united into small armies, the same cau
tious measures were pursued, according to an extensive and well
concerted plan of operations; the events of each day added 
strength and SpirIt to the Roman arms; and the artful diligence 
of the emperor, who circulated the most favorable reports of the 
success of the war, contributed to subdue the pride of the bar
barians, and to animate the hopes and courage of his subjects. 
If, instead of this faint and imperfect outline, we could accurately 
represent the counsels and actions of Theodosius, in four succes
sive campaigns, there is reason to believe, that his consummate 
skill would deserve the applause of every military reader. The 
repuhlic had formerly been saved by the delays of Fabius; and, 
while the splendid trophies of Scipio, in the field of Zama, attract 
the eyes of posterity, the camps and marches of the dictator 
among the hills of Campania, may claim a juster proportion of the 
solid and independent fame, which the general is not compelled 
to share, either with fortune or with his troops. Such was like
wise the merit of Theodosius; and the infirmities of his body, 
which most unseasonably languished under a long and dangerous 
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disease, could not oppress the vigor of his mind, or divert his at
tention from the public service. 118 

The deliverance and peace of the Roman provinces ug was the 
work of prudence, rather than of valor: the prudence of Theo
dosius was seconded by fortune: and the emperor never failed to 
seize, and to improve, every favorable circumstance. As long as 
the superior genius of jj'ritigern preserved the union, and directed 
the motions of the barbarians, their power was not inadequate to 
the conquest of a gre~t empire. The death of that hero, the pre
decessor and master of the renowned Alaric, relieved an impatient 
multitude from the intolerable yoke of discipline and discretion. 
The barbarians, who had been restrained by his authority, 
~bandoned themselves to the dictates of their passions; and their 
passions were seldom uniform or consistent. An army of con
querors was broken into many disorderly bands of savage robbers; 
and their blind and irregular fury was not less pernicious to them
selves, than to their enemies. Their mischievous disposition was 
shown in the destruction of every object which they wanted 
strength to remove, or taste to enjoy; and they often consumed, 
with improvident rage, the harvests, or the granaries, which soon 
afterwards became necessary for their own subsistence. .A. spirit 
of discord amse among the independent tribes and nations, which 
had been united only by the bands of a loose and voluntary alli
ance. The troops of the Huns and the Alani would naturally up
braid tIle flight of the Goths; who were not disposed to use with 
moderation the advantages of their fortune; the ancient jealousy 
of the Ostrogoths and the Visigoths could not long be suspended; 
and the haughty chiefs still remembered the insults and injuries 
which ther had reciprocally offered, or sustained, whilb the na
tion was seated in the countries beyond the Danube. The prog
ress of domestic faction abated the more diffusive sentiment of 
national animosity; and the officers of Theodosius were instructed 
to purchase, with liberal gifts and promises, the retreat or service 
of the discontented party. The acquisition of !Iodar, a prince of 
the royal blood of the Amali, gave a bold and faithful champion 
to the cause of Rome. The illustrious deserter soon obtained the 
rank of master-general, with an important command; surprised 
an army of his countrymen, who were immersed in wine and 
sleep; and, after a cruel slaughter of the astonished Goths, returned 
with an immense spoil, and four thousand wagons, to the Imperial 
camp. ao In the hands of a skilful politician, the most different 
means may be successfully applied to the same ends; and the 
peace of the empire, which had been forwarded by the divisions, 
was accomplished by the reunion, of the Gothic nation. Atha
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naric, who had been a patient spectator of these extraordinary 
events, was at length driven, by the chance of arms, from the 
dark recesses of the woods of Caucaland. He no longer hesi
tated to pass the Danube; .and a very considerable part of the 
subjects of Fritigern, who already felt the inconveniences of 
anarchy, were easily persuaded to acknowledge for their king a 
Gothic Judge, whose birth they respected, and whose abilities 
they had frequently experienced. But age had chilled the daring 
spirit of Athanaric ; and, instead of leading his people to the field 
of battle and victory, he wisely listened to the fair proposal of an 
honorable and advantageous treaty. Theodosius, who was ac
quainted with the merit and power of his new ally, condescended 
to meet him at the distance of several miles from Constantinople; 
Rnd entertained him in the Imperial city, with the confidence of a 
friend, and the mJgnificence of a monarch. "The barbarian 
prince observed, with curious attention, the variety of objects 
which attracted his notice, and at last broke out into a sincere 
and passionate exclamation of wonder. I now behold (said he) 
what I never could believe, the glories of this stupendous capital I 
And, as he cast his eyes around, he viewed and he admired, the 
commanding situation of the city, the strength and beauty of the 
walls and public edifices, the capacious harbor, crowded with 
innumerable vessels, the perpetual concourse of distant nations, 
and the arms and di:;cipline of the troops. Indeed (continued 
Athanaric,) the emperor of the Romans is a god upon earth; and 
the presumptuous man who dares to lift his hand against him, is 
guilty of his own blood." Ul The Gothic king did not long enjoy 
this splendid and honorable reception; and, as temperance was 
not the virtue of his nation, it mJ.Y justly be suspected that his 
mortal disease was contracted amidst the pleasures of the lm
perial banquets. But the policy of Theodosius deriv,ed more solid 
benefit fWill the death, than he could have expected from the 
most faithful services, of his ally. The funeral of Athanaric was 
performed with solemn rites in the capital of the East; a stately 
monument was erected to his memory; and his whole army, won 
by the liberal courtesy, and decent grief, of Theodosius, enlieted 
under the standard of the Roman empire. 122 The submission of 
so great a body of the Visigoths was productive of the most sal
utary consequences; and the mixed influence of force, of reason, 
and of corruption; became every day more powerful and more ex
tensive. Each independent chieftain hastened to obtain a sep
arate treaty, from the apprehension that an obstinate delay might 
expose him, alone and unprotected, ,to the revenge, or justice, of 
the conqueror. The general, or rather the final, capitulation oJ 
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the Goths, may he dated four years one month and twenty-five 
days, after the defeat and death of the emperor Valens.m 

The provinces of the Danube had been already relieved from 
tIle oppressive weight of the Gruthungi, or Ostrogoths, by the 
voluntary retreat of Alatheus and Sapbrax, whose restless spirit 
had prompted them to seek new scenes of rapine and glory. 
Their destructive course was pointed towards the We£t; but we 
must be satisfied with a very obscure and imperfect knowledge 
of their various adventures. The Ostrogoths impelled several of 
the German tribes on the provinces of Gaul j concluded, and soon 
violated, a treaty with the emperor Gratian j advanced into the 
unknown countries of the North j and, after an interval of more 
than four years, returned, with accumulated force, to the banks 
of the Lower Danube. Their troops were recruited with the 
fiercest warriors of Germany and Scythia; and the soldiers, or at 
least the historians, of the empire, no longer recognized the name 
and countenances of their former enemies. l24 The general who 
commanded the military and naval powers of the Thracian fron
tier, soon perceived that his superiority would be disadvantageous 
to the public service j and that the barbarians, awed by the pres
ence of his fleet and legions, would probably defer the passage of 
the river till the approaching winter. .The dexterity of the spies, 
whom he sent into the Gothic camp, allured the barbarians into a 
fatal snare. They were persuaded that, by a bold attempt, they 
might surprise, in the silence and darkness of the night, the sleep
ing army of the Romans j and the whole multitude was hastily 
embarked in a fleet of three thousand canoes.12~ The bravest of 
the Ostrogoths led the van j the main body consisted of the re
mainder of their subjects and soldiers j and the women and chil. 
dren securely followed in the reaT. One of the nights without a 
moon had been selected for the execution of their design j and 
they had almost reached the southern bank of the Danube, in the 
firm confidence that they should find an easy landing and an un
guarded camp. But the progress of the barbarians was suddenly 
stopped by an unexpected obstacle, a triple line of vessels, 
strongly connected with each other, and which formed an impene
trable chain of t.wo miles nnd a half along the river. While they 
struggled to force their way in the unequal conflict, their right 
flank was overwhelmed by the irresistible attack of a Beet of gal
leys, which were urged down the stream by the united impulse of 
Dars and of the tide. The weight and velocity of those ships of 
war, broke, and sunk, and dispersed, the rude and feeble canoes 
of the barbarian::;: their valor was ineffectual; and Alathcus, the 
king, or general, of the Ostrogoths, perished with his bravest 
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troops, either by the sword of th~ Romans, or in the waves of the 
Danube. The last division of this unfortunate fleet might regain 
the opposite shore j but the distress and disQrder of the multitude 
rendered them alike incapaule, either of action or counsel j and 
they soon implored the clemency of the victorious enemy. On 
this occasion, as well as on many others, it is a difficult task to reo 
concile the passions and prejudices of the writers of the age of 
Theodosius. The partial and malignant hIstorian, who misrepre
sents every action of his reign, affirmB, that the emperor did not 
appear in the field of battle till the barbarians had been van~ 
quished by the valor and conduct of his lieutenant Promotus. 126 

The flattering poet, who celebrated, in the COUl't of Honorius, the 
glory of the father and of the son, ascribes the victory to the per
sonal prowess of Theodosius j and almost insinuates that the king 
of the Ostrogoths was slain by the hand of the emperor. 127 The 
truth of history might perhaps be found in a just medium be
tween these extreme and contradictory assertions. 

The original trea.ty which fixed the settlement of the Goths, as
certa.ined their privileges, and stipUlated their obligations, would 
illustrate the history of Theodosius and his successors. The series 
of their history has imperfectly pres('rved the spirit and substance 
of this singular agreement. 128 The ravages of war and tyranny 
had provided many large tracts of fertile but uncultivated land 
for the use of those barbarians who might not disdain the prac
tice of agriculture. A numerous colony of the Visigoths was 
seated in Thrace ; the remains of the Ostrogoths were planted in 
Phrygia and Lydia; their immediate wants were supplied by a 
distribution of oom and cattle j and their future industry was 
encouraged by an exemption from trit!1lte, during a certain term 
of years. The barbarians would have d~"lerved to feel the cruel 
and perfidious policy of the Imperial cOllrt, if they had suffered 
themselves to be dispersed through the provinces. They l'e
quired, and they obtained, the sole possession jf the villages and 
districts assigned for their residence; they ,I;Itill- cherished and 
propagated their native manners and language j asserted, in the 
bosom of despotism, the freedom of their domp-stic government; 
and acknowledged the sovereignty of the emperor without sub
mitting to the inferior jurisdiction of the laws and ma.gistrates of 
Rome. The hereditary chiefs of the tribes and familie~ were still 
permitted to command their followers in peace and war; but th~ 
royal dignity was abolished i and the generals of the Goths were 
appointed and removed at the pleasure of thc emperor. An army 
of forty thousand Goths was maintained for the perpetual servicg 
of the empire of the East j and thoso haughty troops, who as 
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surned the title of Fmderati, or allies, were distinguished by their 
gold collars, liberal pay, and licentious privileges. Their native 
courage was improved by the use of arms, and the knowledge of 
discipline; and, while ,the republic was guarded, or threatened, 
,by the doubtful sword of the barbarians, the last sparks of the 
military flame were tinally extinguished in the minds of the Ro
mans. 129 Theodosius had the address to persuade his alli('s that 
the conditions of peace, which had been extorted from him by pru
dence and necessity, were the voluntary expressions of his sincer.e 
friendship for the Gothic nation. 130 

- A different mode of vindica
tion or apology was opposed to the complaints of the people; who 
loudly censuretl these shameful and dangerous concessions. lSI The 
calamities of the war were painted in the most lively colors; and 
the tirst symptoms of the return of order, of plenty, and security, 
were dili~ently exaggerated. The advocates of Theodosius could 
affirm, WIth some appearance of truth and reason, that it was im
possible to extirpate so many warlike tribes, who were rendered 
desperate by the loss of their native country; and that the ex
hausted provinces would be revived hy a fresh supply of soldiers 
and husbandmen. The barbarians still wore an angry and hos
tile aspect; but the experience of past times might encourage the 
hope, that they would acquire the habits of industry and obedi
ence; that their manners would be polished by time, education, 
a~d the influence of Christianity; and that their posterity would 
insensibly blend with the great body of the Roman people. 132 

Notwithstanding these specious arguments, and these sanguine 
expectations, it was app!lrent to every discerning eye, that the 
Goths would long remain the enemies, and might soon become 
the conquerors, of the Roman empIre. Their rude and insolent 
behavior expressed the~r contempt of the citizens and provincials, 
whom they insulted with impunity. m To the zeal and valor of 
the barbarians Theodosius was indebted for the success of his 
arms: but their assistance was precarious; and they were some
times seduced, by a treacherous anel inconstant disposition; to 
abandon his standard, at the moment when their service was the 
most essential. During the civil war against l\Iaximus, a great 
number of Gothic deserters retired into the morasses of Macedonia, 
wasted the adjacent provinces, and obliged the intrepid monarch 
to expose his person, and exert his power, to suppress the rising 
flame of rebellion. m The public apprehensions were fortified by 
the strong suspicion, that these tumults were not the effect of ac
cidental passion, but the result of deep and premeditated design. 
It was generally believed, that the Goths had signed the treaty 
of peace with a hostile and insidious spirit; and that their 
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chiefs had previously bound themselves, by a solemn and secret 
oath never to keep faith with the Romans; to maintain the fair
est ~how of loyalty and friendship, and to watch the favorable 
moment of rapine, of conquest, and of revenge. But, as the 
minds of the barbarians were not insensible to the power of grati. 
tude, several of the Gothic leaders sincerely devoted themselv(>8 
to the service of the empire, or, at least, of the emperor; the 
whole nation was insensibly divided into two opposite factions, 
a~d much sophistry was employed in conversation and dispute, 
to compare the obligations of their first, and second, engage
ment~. The Goths, who considered themselves as the friends of 
peace, of jU:3tice, and of Rome, were directed by the authority of 
Fravitta, a valiant and honorable youth, distinguished above the 
rest of his countrymen by the politeness of his manners, the lib~ 
erality of his sentiments, and the mild virtues of social life. But 
the more numerous faction adhered to the fierce and faithless 
Priulf,* who inflamed the passions, and asserted the independ
ence of his warlike followers. On one of the solemn festivals, 
when the chiefs of both parties were invited to the Imperial ta
ble, they were insensibly heated by wine, till they forgot the 
usual restraints of discretion and respect, and betrayed, in the 
presence of Theodosius, the fatal ~ecret of their domestic dis
putes. The emperor, who had been the reluctant witness of this 
extraordinary controversy, dissembled his fears and resentment, 
and soon dismissed the tumultuous assembly. Fravitta, alarmed 
and exasperated by the insolence of his rival, whose departure 
from the palace might have been the signal of a civil war, boldly 
followed him j and, drawing his sword, laid Priulf dead at his 
fcct. Their companions flew to arms; and the faithful champion 
of Rome would have been oppressed by superior numbers, if h,e 
had not been protected by the seasonable interposition of the Im
perial guards. m Such were the scenes of barbaric rage, which 
disgraced the palace and table of the Roman emperor j and, as 
the impatient Goths could only be. restrained by the firm and 
temperate character of Theodosius, the public safety seemed to 
depend on the life and abilities of a single man. ISO 

* '"EPlovApoS. Eunapiu8.-M. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

DEATH OF GRATIAN.-RUIN OF ARIANISM.-ST. AMBROSE.-FIRST 
CIVIL. WAR, AGAINST MAXDILS.-CIIARACTER, AD~fINISTRATION, 
AND PENANCE OF TIIEODOSIUS.-DEATII OF VAI,ENTINIAN II.
SECOND CIVIL WAn, AGAINST EUGENIUS. -DEATH OF THEODOSIUS. 

THE fame of Gratian, before he had accomplished the twentieth 
year of his age, was equal to that of the most celebrated princes. 
His gentle and amiable disposition endeared him to his privat('. 
friends, the graceful affability of his manners engaged the affec
tion of the people: the men of letters, who enjoyed the liberality, 
acknowledged the taste and eloquence of their sovereign j his 
valor and dexterity in arms were equally applauded by the sol
diers; and the clergy considered the humble piety of Gratian as 
the first and most useful of his virtues. '1'he victory of Col
mar had delivered the West from a formidable invasion j and tile 
grateful provinces of the East ascribed the merits of Theodosius 
to the author of his greatness, and of the public safety. Gratian 
sUl"vived those memorable events only four or five years; but he 
survived his reputation; and, before he fell a victim to rebellion, 
he had lost, in a great measure, the respect and confidence of the 
Roman world. 

The remarkable alteration of his character or conduct may 
not be imputed to the arts of flattery, which had besieged the 
son of Valentinian from his infancy; nor to the headstrong pas
sions which that gentle youth appears to have escaped. A more 
attentive view of the life of Gratian may perhaps suggest the true 
cause of the disappointment of the public llopes. His apparent 
virtues, instead of being the hardy productio~s of experience and 
adversity, were the premature and artificial fruits of a royal edu
cation. The anxious tendernc.ss of his father was continually 
employed to bestow on him those advantages, which he might 
perhaps esteem the more highly, as he himself had been deprived 
of them; and the most skilful masters of every science, and of 
every art, had labored to form the mind and body of the young 
prince. l The knowledge which they painfully communicated 
was displayed with ostentation, and celebrated with lavish praise. 
His soft and tractable disposition received the fair impression of 
their judicious precepts, and the absence of passion might easily 
be mistaken for the strength of reason. His preceptors gradually 
rose to the rank and consequence of ministers of state : 2 find, n~ 
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they wisely dh.sembled their secret authority, he seemed to act 
with firmness, with propriety, and with judgment, on the most 
important occasions ()f his life and reign. But the influence of 
this elaborate instruction did not penetrate beyond the surface; 
and the Rkilful preceptors who so aecurately guided the Fteps of 
their royal pupil, could not infwle into his feeble and· indolent 
character the vigorous and independent principle of action which 
'renders the laborious pursuit of glory essentially necessary to the 
happiness, and almost to the existence, of the hero. As soon as 
time and accident had removed those faithful counsellors from the 
throne, the emperor of the \Vest.insensibly descended to the level 
of his natural genius; abandoned the reins of government to the 
ambitious hands which were stretched forwards to grasp them; 
and amused l1is leisure with the most frivolous gratifications. A 
public sale of favor and injustice was instituted, both in the court 
und in the provinces, by the worthless delegates of his power, 
whose merit it was made sacrilege to question. 3 The conscience of 
the credulous prince was directed by saints and bishops; 4 who 
procured an Imperial edict to punish, as a capital offence, the 
violation, the neglect, or even the ignorance, of the divine law." 
Among the various_ arts which had exercised the youth of 01'3.
tian, he had applIed himself with singular inclination and suc
cess, to manage the horse, to draw the bow, and to dart the jave
lin; and these qualifications, which might be useful to a soldier, 
were prostituted to the viler purposes of hunting. Large parks 
were enclosed for the Imperial pleasures, and plentifully stocked 
with every species of wild beasts; and Gratian neglected the du
ties, and even the dignity of his rank, to consume whole days in 
the vain display of his dexterity and boldness in the chase. The 
pride and wish of the Roman emperor to excel in an art, in which 
he might be surpassed hy the nieanest of his slaves, reminded the 
numerous spectatqrs of the examples of Nero and Commodus; 
but the chaste and temperate Gratian was a stranger to their mon
strous vices; and his hands were stained only with the blood of 
animals.~ The ,behavior of Gratian, which degraded his character 
i~ the. eyes. of mankind, could not have disturbed the security of 
hIS .reI~n! l~ the army had not been provoked to resent their pe
?uhar l~.lUTles. ~s long as the young emperor was guided by the 
lllstructlOns of Ius masters, he professed himself the friend and 
pupil of the soldiers; many of his hours were spent in the fa
miliar conversation of the camp; and the health, the comforts, 
the rewards, the honors, of his faithful troops, appeared to be the 
object of his a~tentive concern. But, after Gratian more freely 
indulged his prevailing taste !or hunting and shooting, he nat-. 
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urany connected himself with the most dexterous ministers of his 
fu.-Yorite amusement. A body of the Alani was recei ved into the 
military and domestic service of the palace; and the admirable 
skill, which they we e accustomed to display in the unbounded 
plains of Scythia, was exercised, on a more narrow theatre, in the 
parks and enclosur(>s of Gaul. Gratian admired the talents and 
customs of these favorite guards, to whom alone he intrusted the 
defence of his person; and, as if he meant to insult the public 
opinion, he frequently showed himself to the soldiers and people, 
with the dress and arms, the long bow, the sounding quiver, and 
the fur garments of a ScythIan warrior. Th,e unworthy spectacle 
of a Roman prince, who had renounced the dress and manners ot 
his country, filled the minds of the legions with grief and indig~ 
nation. 7 Even the Germans, so strong and formidable in the 
armies of the empire, affected to disdain tllC strange an(1 horrid 
appearance of the savages of the North, who, in the space of a few 
years, had wandered from the banks of the Volga to those of the 
Seine. A loud and licentious murmur, was echoed through the 
camps and garrisons of the West; and as the mild indolence of 
Gratian neglected to extinguish the first symptoms of discontent, 
the want of love andJespect was not supplied by the influence of 
fear. But the subversion of an established government is always a 
work of some real, and of muC'h apparent, difficulty; and the throne 
of Gratian was protected by the sanctions of custom, law, religion, 
and the nice balance of the civil and military powers, which ha(l 
been established by the l)olicy of Constantil1e. It is not very im
portant to inquire from what causes the revolt of Britain was pro
duced. Accident is commonly the parent of disorder; the seeds 
of rebellion happened to fall on a soil whicl} was supposed to 
be more fruitful tlum any other in tyrants and usurpers; 8 the le
gions of that sequestered island had been long famous for a spirit 
of presumption and arrogance; \I and the name of Maximus was 
proclaimed, by the tumultuary, but unanimous voice, both of the 
soldiers and of the provincials. The emperor, or the rebel-for 
his title was not yet ascertained by fortune-was a native of Spain, 
the countryman, the fellow-soldier, and the rival of Theodosim, 
whose elevation he had not seen without some emotions of envy 
and resentment: the events of his life had long since fixed him 
in Britain; and I should Dot be unwilling to find some evidence 
for the marriage, which he is said to have contracted with the 
daughter of a wealthy lord of Caernarvonshire. 10 But this pro
vincial rank might justly be considered as a state of exile and 
obscurity; and if }Iaximus had obtained any civil or military 
office, he was not invested with the authority, either of governor 
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01' general. 11 His abilities, and even his integrity, are acknowl. 
eJged by the partial writers of the age; and the merit must in
deed have been conspicuous that could extort such a confession 
in favor of the vanquished enemy of Theodosius. The discontent 
of Maximns might incline him to censure the conduct of his sov
ereign, and to encourage, perhaps, without any views of ambi~ 
tion, the murmurs of the troops. But in the midst of the tumult, 
he artfully or modestly, refused to ascend the throne; and some 
credit appears to have been given to his own positive declaratiou, 
that he was compelled to accept the dangerous present of the Im
perial purple. l~ 

But there was danger likewise in refusing the empire; and 
from the moment that :Maximus had violated his allegiance to his 
lawful sO\Tereign, he could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he 
confined his moderate ambition within the narrow limits of Brit
ain. He boldly and wisely resolved to prevent the designs of 
Gratian; the youth of the island crowded to his standard, and 
he invaded Gaul, with a fleet and army, which were long after
wards remembered, as the emigration of a considerable part of the 
British nation. 13 The emperor, in his peaceful residence of Paris, 
was alarmed by their hostile approach; and the darts which 
he idly wasted on lions and bears, might have been employed more 
honorably against the rebels. But his feeble efforts announced 
his degenerate spirit and desperate situation; and deprived him 
of the resources, which he still might have found, in the support of 
his subjects and allies. The armies of Gaul, instead of opposing 
the march of Uaximus, received him with joyful and loyal accla
mations; and the shame of the desertion was transferred from the 
people to the prince. The troops, whose station more immedi
ately attached them to the service of the palace, abandoned the 
standard of Gratian the first tim3 that it was displayed in the 
neighborhood of Paris. The emperor of the West fled towards 
Lyons, with a train of only three hundred hOl'se; and, in the citieS
along the road, where he hoped to find refuge, or at least a pas
sage, he wa!;! taught, by cruel experience, that every gate is shut 
?gainst the unfortunate. Yet he might still have reached, in 
safety. the dominions of his brother; and soon have rdurned 
with the furces of Italy and the East; if he had not suffered him~ 
self to be fatally deceived by the perfidious governor of the Lyon
nese province. Gratian was amused by protestations of doubtful 
fidelity, and the hopes of a support, which could not be effectual; 
till the arrival of Andragathius, the general of the cavalry of Max. 
imus, put an end to his suspense. That resolute officer executed, 
without remorse, the orders, or the intentions, of the usurper. 
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Gratian, as he rose from supper, was delivered into the hands of 
the assassin: and his budy was denied to the pious and pressing 
entreaties of his brother Valentinian. u The death of the em
perur was followed by that of his powerful general ltleUobaudes, 
the king of the Franks; whu maintained, to the last moment of 
his life, the ambiguous reputation, which is the just recompense 
of ubscure and subtle policy.I5 These executions might be nec
essary to the public safety: but the successful usurper, whose 
puwer was acknowledged by all the provinces of the West, had 
the merit, and the satisfaction, of buasting, that, except those who 
had perished by the chance of war, his triumph was not stained 
by the blood of the Romans. I6 

The events of this revolution had passed in such rapid succee
siun, that it would have been impossible for Theudosius to march 
to thp. relief of his benefactor, before he received the intelligence 
of his defeat and death. During the season of sincere grief, or 
ostentatious mourning, the Eastern emperor was interrupted by 
the arrival of the principal chamberlain uf ltfaximus; and the 
choice of a venerable old man for an office which was usually 
exercised by eunuchs, announced to the court of Constantinople ' 
the gravity and temperance of the British usurper. The ambassa
dor condescended to justify, or excuse, the conduct of his master; 
and to protest, in specious language, that the murder of Gratian 
had been perpetrated, without his knowledge or consent, by the 
precipitate zeal of the soldiere. But he proceeded, in a firm and 
equal tone, to offer Theodosius the alternative of peace or war. 
The speech of the ambassador concluded with a spirited declara
tion, that although Maximus, as a Roman, and as the father of his 
people, would choose rather to employ his forces in the common 
defence of the republic, he was armed, and prepared, if his friend
ship should be rejected: to dispute, in a field of battle, the em
pire of the world. An immediate and peremptory answer was re
.quired ; but it was extremely difficult for Theodosius to satisfy, 
on this important occasion, either the feelings of his own mind, 
or the expectations of the public. The imperious voice of honor 
and gratitude called aloud for revenge. From the liberality of 
Gratian he had received the Imperial diadem; his patience would 
encourage the odious suspicion, that he was more deeply sensible 
of former injuries, than of recent obligations; and if he accepted 
the friendship, he must seem to slmre the guilt, of the assassin. 
Even the principles of justice, and the interest of society, would 
receive a fatal blow from the impunity of Maximus; and the ex
ample of successful usurpation would tend to dissolve the artificial 
fabric of government, and once more t.o replunge the empire in 
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the crimes and calamities of the preceding age. But, as the sen~ 
timents of gratitude and honor should invariably regulate the con~ 
duct of an individual, they may be overbalanced in the mind of a 
sovereign, by the sense of superior duties j and the maxims both 
of justice and humanity must permit the escape of an atrocious 
criminal, if an innocent people would be involved in the conse
quences of his punishment. The assassin of Gratian had usnrped, 
but he actually possessed, the most warlike provinces of the em
pire: the East was exhausted by the misfortunes, and even by the 
success, of the Gothic war; and it was seriously to be appre
hended "that, after the vital strength of the republic had been 
wasted in a doubtful and destructive contest, the fee hie conqueror 
would remain an easy prey to the barbarians of the North. These 
weighty considerations engaged Theodof3ius to dissemble his re
8entme~t, and to accept the alliance of the tyrant. But he stipu
lated, tha.t Maximus should content himself with the possession of 
the countries ooyond the Alps. The brother of Gratian was con
firmed and secured in the sovereignty of Italy, Africa, and the 
Western Illyricum j and some honorable conditions were inserted 
in the treaty, to protect the memory, and the laws, of the deceased 
emperor. ~1 According to the custom of the age, the images of 
the three Imperial colleagues were exhibited to the veneration of 
the people; nor should it be lightly supposed, that, in the mo
ment of a solemn reconciliation, Theodosius secretly cherished the 
jntention of perfidy and revenge. 18 

The contempt of Gratian for the Roman soldiers had exposed 
him to the fatal effects of their resentment. His profound venera
tion for the Christian clergy was rewarded by the applause and 
gratitude of a powerful order, which has claimed, in every age, 
the privilege of dispensing honors, both on earth and in heaven. 19 

The orthodox bishops bew(\iled his'death, and their own irrepara
ble loss; but they were soon comforted hy the discovery, that 
Gratian had committed the sceptre of the East to the hands of a 
prince, whose humble faith and fervent zeal, were supported by 
the spirit and abilities of a more vigorous character. Among the 
benefactors of the churc11, the fame of Constantine has been ri
valled by the glory of Theodosius. If Constantine had the ad
vantage of erecting the standard of the cross, the emulation of his 
successor assumed the merit of subduing the Arian heresy, and of 
abolishing the worship of idols in the Homan world. Theodosius 
was the first of the emperors baptized in the true faith of the 
Trinity. Although he was born of a Christian family, the max
hns or at least the practice, of the age encouraged him to delay 
the ceremony of hls initiation; till he was admonished of the 
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danger of delay by the serious illness which threatened his life, 
towards the end of the first year of his reign. Before he again 
took the field against the Goths, he received the sacrament of bap
tism 20 from Acholius, the orthodox bishop of Thessalonica : 21 and, 
as the emperor ascended from the holy font, still glowing with the 
warm feelings of regeneration, he dictated a solemn edict, which 
proc laimed his own faith, and prescribed the religion of his sub
jects. " It is our pleasure (such is the Imperial style) that all the 
nations, which are governed by our clemency and moderation, 
should steadfastly adhere to the religion which was taught by St. 
Peter to the Romans; which faithful tradition has preserved; and 
which is now professed by the pontiff Damasus and by Peter, 
bishop of Alexandria, a man of apo!otolic holiness. According.to 
the discipline of the apostles, and the doctrine of the gospel, let 
us believe the sole deity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost j under an equal majesty, and a pious Trinity. We author
ize the followers of this doctrine to assume the title of Catholic 
Christians; and as we judge, that all others are extravagant mad
men, we brand them with the infamous name of Heretics; and 
declare, that their conventicles shall no longer usurp the respecta
ble appellation of churches. Besides the condemnation of divine 
justice, they must expect to suffer the severe penalties, which our 
authority, guided by heavenly wisdom, shall think proper to in
flict upon them." 22 The faith of a soldier is commonly the fruit 
of instruction rather tllan of inquiry; but as the emperor always 
fixed his eyes on the visible landmarks of orthodoxy, which he 
had so prudently constituted, his religious opinions were never 
affected by the specious texts, the subtle arguments, and the am
biguous creeds of the Arian doctors. Once indeeu he expressed a 
faint inclination to converse with the eloquent and learned Eu
nomius, who lived in retirement at a small distance from Constan
tinople. But the dangerous interview was prevented by the 
prayers of the empress Flaccilla, who trembled for the salvation 
of her husband; and the mind of Theodosius was confirmed by a 
theological argument, adapted to the rudest capacity. He had 
lately bestowed on hi~ eldest son, A rcadius, the name and honors 
of Augustus, and the two princes were seated on a stately throne 
to receive the homage of their SUbjects. A bishop, Amphilo
chius, of Iconium, approached the throne, and after saluting, with 
due reverence, the person of his sovereign, he accosted the royal 
youth with the Bame familiar tenderness which he might have used 
towards a plebeian child. Provoked by this insolent behavior, the 
monarch gave orders that the rustic priest should be instantly 
driven from his presence. But while the guards were forcing him 
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to the door, the dexterous polemic bad time to execute his de~ 
sign, by exclaiming, with a loud voice, " Such is the treatment, 
o emperor! which the King of Heaven has prepared for those 
impious men, who affect to worship the Father, but refuse to ac~ 
knowledge the equal majesty of his divine Son." Theodosiud 
immediately embraced the bishop of Iconium, and never forgot 
the important lesson, which he had received from this dramatic 
parable. 23 

Constantinople was the principal seat and fortress of Arianjsm ; 
and, in a long interval of forty years,24 the faith of the princer. 
and prelates, who reigned in the capital of tht> East, was rejected 
ill the purest ~chools of Rome and Alexandria. The archiepisco
pal throne of l\Iacedonius, which had been polluted with so much 
Christian blood, was successively filled by Eudoxus and Damo
philus. Their diocese enjoyed a free importation of vice and 
error from every province of the empire; the eager pursuit of 
religious controversy afforded a new occupation.to the busy idle
ness of the metropolis; and we may credit the assertion of an in
telligent observer, who describes, with some pleasantry, the effects 
of their loquacious zeal. "This city," says he, "is full of me
chanics and slaves, who are all of them profound theologians; 
and preach in the shops, and in the streets. If you de&ire a man 
to change a piece of silver, he informs you, wherein the Son dif
fers from the Father; if you ask the price of a loaf, you are told 
by way of reply, thnt the Son is inferior to the Father; and if 
you inquire, whether the bath is ready, the answer is, that the 
Son was made out of nothing. "2S The heretics, of variolls denom
inations, subsisted in peace under the protection of the Arians of 
Constantinople; who endeavored to secure the attachment of 
those obscure sectaries, while they abused, with ullrelenting se
verity, the victory which they had obtained over the followers of 
the council of Nice. During the partial reigns of Constantius 
and Val ens, the feeble remnant of the Homoousians was deprived 
of the public and private exercise of their religion; and it hus 
been observed, in pathetic language, that the scattered flock was 
left without a shepherd, to wander on the mountains, or to be de
voured by rapacious wolves. 26 But, as their zeal, instead of be
ing subdued, derived strength and vigor from oppression, they 
seized the first moments of imperfect freedom, which they had ac
quired by the death of Valens, to form themselves into a regular 
congregation, under the conduct of an episcopal pastor. Two 
natives of Cappac1ocia, Ba&il, and Gregory Nazianzen,21 were 
distinguished above all their contemporaries,28 by the rare union 
of profane eloquence and of orthodox piety. These orators, who 
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might sometimes be compared, by themselves, and by the public, 
to the most celebrated of the ancient Greeks, were united by the 
ties of the strictest friendship. They had cultivated, with equal 
ardor, the same liberal studies in the schools of Athens; they 
had retired, with equal devotion, to the same solitude in the des
erts of Pontus; and every spark of emulation, or envy, appeared 
to be totally extinguished in the holy and ingenuous breasts of 
Gregory and Basil. But the exaltation of Basil, from a private 
life to the archiepiscopal throne of Cresarea, discovered to the 
world, and perhaps to himself, the pride of his character; and 
the first fusor which he condescended to bestow on his friend, 
was received, and perhaps was intended, as a cruel insult. 29 In
stead of employing the superior talents of Gregory in some use
ful and conspicuous station, the haughty prelate selected among 
the fifty bishoprics of his extensive province, the wretched village 
of Sasima,30 without water, without verdure, without society, 
situate at the junction of three highways, and frequented only by 
the incessant passage of ru.de and clamorous wagoners. Gregory 
submitted with reluctance to this humiliating exile; he was or
dained bishop of Sa::.ima; but he solemnly protests, that he never 
consummated his sph·itual marriage with this disgusting bride. 
He afterwards consented to undertake the government of his na
tive church of Nazianzus, H of which his father haa. been bishop 
above fiye-and-forty years. But as he was still conscious that he 
deserved another audience. and another theatre, he accepted, with 
no unworthy ambition, the honorable invitation, which was ad
dressed to him from the orthodox party of Constuntinople. On 
his arrival in the capital, Gregory was entertained in the house 
of 3. pious and charitabl~ kinsman; the most spacious room was 
consecrated to the uses of religious worship; and the name of 
Anastasia was chosen to express the resurrection of the Nicene 
faith. This private conventicle was afterwards converted into a 
magnificent church; and the credulity of the succeeding age was 
prepared to helieve the miracles and visions, which attested the 
presence, or at least the protection, of the Mother of God. 32 The 
Imlpit of the Anastasia was the scene of the lubors and triumphs 
of Gregory Nazianzen ; and, in the space of two years, he experi
enced an the spiritual adventures which cunstitute the prosperous 
or adverse fortunes of 3. missionary. £3 The .llrians, who were pro
voked by the boldness of his enterprise, represented his dodrine 
as if he had preached three distinct and equal Deities; and the 
devout populace was excited to suppress, by violence and tumult, 
the irregular assemblies of the Athanasiall heretics. From the 
c~thedral of St. Sophia there issued a motley crowd "of common 
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beggars, who had forfeited their claim to pity j of monks, who 
had the appearance of goats or satyrs j and of womeu, more ter
rible than so many J ezebels. " The doors of the Anastasia were 
broke open j much mischief was perpetrated or attempted, with 
sticks, stones, and firebrands; and, as a man lost hifl life in the 
atiray, Gregory, who was su~moned the next morning before the 
magistrate, had the satisfaction of supposing, that he publicly 
confessed the name of Christ. After he was delivered from the 
fear and danger of a foreign enemy, his infant church was dis
graced and distracted by intestine faction. A stranger, who as
sumed the name of Maximus,94 and the cloak of a Cynic philoso
pher, insinuated himself into the confidence of Gregory j deceived 
and abused his favorable opinion j and forming a secret connec
tion with some bishops of Egypt, attempted, by a clandestine 
ordination, to supplant his patron in the episcopal seat of Constan
tinople. These mortifications might sometimes tempt the Cap
padocian missionary to regret his obscure solitude. But his fa
tigues were rewarded by the daily increase of his fame and his 
congregation; and he enjoyed the pleasure of observing, that the 
greater part of his numerous audience retired from his sermons 
satisfied with the eloquence of the preacher, 3~ or dissatisfied with 
the manifold imperfections of their faith and practice. 36 

The Catholics of Constantinople were animated with joyful con, 
fidence by the baptism and edict of Theodosius; and they impa
tiently waited the effects of his gracious promise. Their hopes 
were speedily accomplished j and the emperor, as soon as he had 
finished the operations of the campaign, made his public entry into 
the capital at the head of a victorious army. The next day after 
his arrival, he summoned Damophilus to his presence, and offered 
that Arian prelate the hard alternative of subscribing the Nicene 
creed, or of instantly resigning, to the -orthodox believers, the 
use and possession of the episcopal palace, the cathedral of St. 
Sophia, and all the churches of Constantinople. The zeal of Da
mophilus, which in a Catholic suint would have been justly ap
plauded, embraced, without hesitation, a life of poverty and ex
ile,37 and his removal was immediately followed by the purifica
tion of the Imperial city. The Arians might ~omplain, with some 
appearance of justice, that an inconsiderable congregation of sec
taries should usurp the hundred churches, which they were in
sufficient to fiJI ; whilst the far greater part of the people was 
cruelly excluded from every place of religious worship. Theodo
sius was still inexorable j but as the angels who protected the 
Catholic cause were only visible to the €-:es of faith, he pru
dently re-enforced those heavenly legions with the more effectual 
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aid of temporal and carnal weapons; and the church of St. So
phia was occupied by a large body of the Imperial guards. If 
the mind of Gregory was susceptible of pride, he must have felt a 
very lively satisfaction, when the Emperor conducted him through 
the streets in solemn triumph; and with his own hand, respect
fully placed him on the archiepiscopal thronc of Constantinople. 
But the saint (who had not subdu('d the imperfections of human 
virtue) was deeply affected by -the mortifying consideration, that 
his entrance into the fold was that of a wolf, rather than of a 
shepherd; that the glittering arms which surrounded his persoll, 
were necessary for his safety ;_ and that he alone was the object of 
the imprecations of a great party, whom, as men and citizens, it 
was impossible for him to despise. lIe beheld the innumerable 
multitude of either sex, and of every age, who crowded t1:e 
Mtreets, the windows, and the roofs of the houses ; he heard the 
tumultuous voice of rage, grief, astonishment, and despair; and 
Gregory fairly confesses, that on the memorable day of his instal
lation, the capital of the East wore the appearance of a city taken 
by storm, and in the hands of a barbarian conqueror. ~8 About six 
weeks afterwards, Theodosius declared his resolution of expclling 
from all the churclles of his dominions the bishops and their 
clergy who should obstinately refuse to believe, or at least to pro
fess, the doctrine of the council of Nice. Ilis lieutenant, Sapor, 
was armed with the ample powers of a general law, a special c-om
mission, and a military force; 39 and this ecclesiastical revolution 
WRS conducted with so much discretion and vigor, that the relig
ion of the emperor was established, without tumult or bloodshed, 
in all the provinces of the East. The writings of the Arians, if 
they had been permitted to exist,40 would perhaps contain the 
lamentable story of the persecution, which afilicted the church 
under the reign of the impious Theodosius j and the sufferings 
of their holy confessors might claim the pity of the disinterested 
reader. Yet there is reason to imagine, that the violence of zeal 
and revenge was, in some measure, eluded by the want of resist
ance; and that, in their adversity, the Arians displayed much 
less firmness than had been exerted by the orthodox party under 
the. reigns of Constantius and Valens. The moral character and 
conduct of the hostile sects appear to have been governed by the 
same common principles of nature and religion: but a very ma
terial circumstance may be discovered, which tended to distinguish 
the degrees of their theological faith. Both parties, in the 
schools, as well as in the temples, acknowledged and worshipped 
the divine majesty of Christ; and, as we are always prone to 
impute our own sentiments and passions to the Deity, it would 
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be deemed more prudent and respectful to exaggerate, than to cir
cumscribe the adorable perfections of the Son of God. The di~ 
ciple of Athanasius exulted in the proud confidence, that he had 
entitled himself to the divine favor; while the follower of Arius 
must have been tormented by the secret apprehension, that he 
was guilty, perhaps, of an unpardonable oifence, by the scanty 
praise; and parsimonious honors, which he bestowed on the Juugc 
of the world. The opinions of Arianism might satisfy a cold anu 
speCUlative mind: but the doctrine of the Nicene creed, most 
powerfully-recommended by the merits of faith and devotion, was 
much better adapted to become popular and successful in a believ
ing age. 

The hope, that truth and wisdom would be found in the assem
blies of the orthodox clergy, induced the emperor to convene, at 
Constantinople, a synod of one hundred and fifty bishops, who 
proceeded, without much difficulty or delay, to complete the the
ological system which hud been established in the council of 
Nice. The vehement disputes of the fourth century lmd been 
chiefly employed on the nature of the Son of God; and the vari
ous opmions which were embraced concerning the Second, were 
extended and transferred, by a natural analogy, to the Third per
son of the Trinity.41 Yet it was found, or it was thought, neces
iary, l-y the victorious adversaries of Arianism, to explain the 
ambiguous language of some respectable doctors; to confirm the 
faith of the Catholics j and to condemn an unpopular and incon
sistent sect of :Macedonians j who freely aumitted that the Son 
was consubstantial to the Father, while they were fearfnl of 
seeming to acknowledge the existence of Three gods. A final and 
unanimous sentence was pronounced to ratify the equal Deity of 
the IToly Ghost: the mysterious doctrine has been received by all 
the nations and all the churches of the Cl1risti:m world j and 
their grateful reverence has assigned to the hishops of Theodosius 
the sccond rank among the general councils. 42 Their knowledge' 
of religious truth may have been preserved by tradition, or it may 
have been communicat~d by inspiration; but the sober evidence 
of history will not allow much weight to the personal authority 
of the Fathers of Constantinople. In an age when the ecclesias
tics had scandalously degenerated from the model of apestolical 
purity, the most worthless and corrupt were always the most 
eager to frequent, and disturb, the episcopal assemblies. Tho 
conflict and fermentation of so many opposite interests and tem
pers inflamed the passions of the bishops: and their ruling passions 
were, the love of gold, and the love of dispute. 1\1any of the same 
prelates who now applauded th~ o!thodox piety of Theodosius,. had 
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repeatedly changed, with prudent flexibility, their creeds and opin
ions; and in the various revolutions of the church and state, the 
religion of their sovereign was the rule of their obsequious faith. 
\Yilen the emperor suspended his prevailing influence, the turbu
lent synod was blindly impelled by the absurd or selfish motives of 
pride, hatred, and resentment. The death of Meletius, which hap
pened at the council of Constantinople, presented the most favora
ble opportunity of terminating the schism of Antioch by suffer
ing his aged rival, Paulinus, peaceably to end his days in the 
episcopal chair. The faith and virtues of Paulinus were unblem
ished. But his cause was supported by the Western churches j 
and the bishops of the synod resolved to perpetuate the mischiefs 
of discord, by the hasty ordination of a perjured candidate, ~s 
rather than to betray the imagined dignity of the East, whieh 
Imd been illustrated by the birth and death of the Son of God. 
Such unjust and disorderly proceedings forced the gravest mem
bers of the assembly to dissent and to secede; ancl the clamorous 
majority, which remained masters of the fielq. of battle, could be 
compared only to wasps or magpies, to a flight of cranes, or to a 
flock of geese. H 

A suspicion may possibly arise, that so unfavorable a picture of 
ecclesiastical synoqs has heen drawn by tTle partial hand of some 
obstinate heretic, or some malicious infidel. But the name of the 
sincere historian who has conveyed this instructive lesson to the 
knowledge of posterity, must silence the impotent murmurs of 
superstition and bigotry. He was one of the most pious and elo
quent bishops of the age; a saint, and a doctor of the church j the 
scourge of Arianism, and the pillar of the orthodox faith j a dis
tinguished member of the council of Constantinople, in which, 
after the death of lIeletius, he exercised the functions of presi
dent; in a word-Gregory Nazianzen himself. The harsh and 
ungenerous treatment which he experience<1, 4~ instead of derogat
ing from the truth of his evidence, affords an additional proof 
of the spirit which actuated the deliberations of the synod. Their 
unanimous suffrage had confirmed the pretensions which the 
bishop of Constantinople derived from the choice of the people, 
and the approbation of the emperor. But Gregory soon became 
the victim of malice and envy. The bishops of the East, his 
strenuous adherents, provoked by his moderation in the affairs of 
Antioch, abandoned him, without support, to the adverse faction 
of the Egyptians, who disputed the validity of his election, and 
rigorously asserted the obsolete canon, th~t prohibited the licen
tious practice of episcopal translations. The pride, or the hu
mility, of Gregory prompted him to decline a contest which might 
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have been imputed to amhition and avarice j and he publiclj 
offered, not without some mixture of indignation, to renounce 
the government of a church which hud been restored, and almost 
.created, by his labors. His resignation was accepted by the 
synod, and by the emperor, with more readiness than he scems to 
have expected. At the time when he might have hoped to enjoy the 
fruits of his victory, his episcopal throne was filled by the sena
tor Nectarius j and the new archbishop, accidentally recom
mended by his easy temper and venerable aspect, was obliged to 
delay the ceremony of his consecration, till he had previously de
spatched the rites of his baptism. 46 After this remarkable experi
ence of the ingratitude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired 
once more to his obscure solitude of Cappadocia j where he cm
ployed the remainder of his life, about eight years, in the exer
cises of poetry and devotion. The title of Saint has been added 
to his name: but the tenderness of his heart,47 and thc elegance 
of his genius, reflect a more pleasing lustre on the memory of 
Gregory N azianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodosius had suppressed the insolent 
reign of Arianism, or that he had abundantly revenged the inju
ries which the Catholics sustained from the zeal of Constantius 
and Valens. The orthodox emperor considered every heretic as a 
rebel against the supreme powers of heaven and of earth j and 
each of those powers might exercise their peculiar jurisdiction over 
the soul and body of the guilty. The decrees of the council of 
Constantinoplc had ascertained the true standard of the faith j and 
the ecclesiastics, who governed the conscience of Theodosiu!J, sug
gested the most effectual methods of persecution. In the space 
of fifteen years he promulgated at least fifteen severe edicts 
against the heretics j 4~ more especially against those who rejected 
the doctrine of the Trinity; and to deprive them of every hope 
of escape, he sternly enacted, that if any laws or rescripts should 
be alleged in their favor, the judges should consider them as the 
illegal productions either of fraud or forgery. The penal statutes 
were directed against the ministers, the assemblies, and the per
sons of the heretics j and the passions of the legislators were ex
pressed in the language of declamation and invective. I. The 
heretical teachers, who usurped the sacr:ed tiUes of Bishops, or 
Presbyters, were not only excluded from the privileges and emolu
ments so liberally granted to the orthodox clergy, but they were 
exposed to the heavy penalties of exile and confiscation, if they 
presumed to preach the doctrine, or to practise the rites, of their 
accursed sects. A fine of ten pounds of gold (above four hundred 
pounds sterling) was imposed on every person who should dare to 
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confer, or receive, or promote, an heretical ordination: and it 
was reasonably expected, that if the race of pastors could be ex
tinguished, their helpless flocks would be compelled, by igno
rance and hunger, to return within the pale of the Oatholic 
church. II. The rigorous probibition of conventicles was care
fully extended to every possible circumstance, in which the here
tics could assemble with the intention of worshipping God and 
Christ according to the dictates of their conscience. Their relig
ious meetings, whether public or secret, by day or by night, in 
cities or in the country, were equally proscribed by the edicts of 
Theodosius; and the building, or ground, which had been used 
for that illegal purpose, was forfeited to the lmperial domain. 
III. It was supposed, that the error of the heretics could proceed 
only from the obstinate temper of their minds; and that such a 
temper was a fit object of censure and punishment. The anathe
mas of the church were fortified by a sort of civil excommunica
tion; which separated them from their fellow-citizens, by a pecu
liar brand of infamy; and this declaration of the supreme magis
trate tended to justify, or at least to excuse, the insults of a 
fanatic populace. The sectaries were grac1ually disqualified for 
the possession of honorable or lucrative employments; and. Thto
dosius was satisfied with his own justice, when he decreed, that, 
as the Eunomians dbtinguished the nature of the Son from that of 
the Father, they should be incapable of making their wills, or of 
receiving any advantage from testamentary donations. The guilt 
of the Manichman heresy was esteemed of such magnitude, that it 
could be expiated only by the death of the offender; and the 
same capital punishment was inflicted on the Audians, or Quart,o
dccimaus,49 '"ho should dare to perpetrate the uirocious crime of 
celebrating on an improper day the festival of Easter. Every 
Roman might exercise the right of public accusation; but the 
office of Inquisitors of the Faith, a name so deservedly abhorred, 
was first instituted under the reign of Theodosius. Yet we are 
assnreu, that the execution of his penal edicts was seldc.m 
enforced; and that the pious emperor appeared less desirous to 
punish, than to reclaim, or terrify, his refractory suhjects. ~o 

The theory of persecution was established by Theodosius, whose 
justice and piety have been applauded by the saints; but the 
practice of it, in the fullest extent, was reserved for his rival and 
colleague, 1tIaximus, the first, among the Christian princes, who 
shed the blood of his Christian subjects on account of their nlig
ious opinions_ The cause of the Priscillianists, ~l a recent sect of 
heretics, who disturbed the provinces of Spain, was transfel red, 
by appeal, from the synod of B~rdeaux to the Imperial. consistory 
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of Treves; and by the sentence of the Prretorian prrefect, seven 
persons were tortured, condemned, and executed. The first of 
these was Priscillian f>2 himself, bishop of Avila,63 in Spain; who 
adorned the advantages of birth and fortune, by the accomplish", 
ments of eloquence and learning. Two presbyters, and two dea
cons, accompanied their beloved master in his death, which they 
esteemed as a glorious martyrdom; and the number of religious 
victims was completed by the execution of Latronian, a poet, who 
rivalled the fame of the ancients; and of Euchrocia, a noble 
matron of Bordeaux, the widow of the orator Delphidius. U Two 
bishops. who had embraced the sentiments of Priscillian, were 
condemned to a distant and dreary exile; 66 and SOIDe indulgence 
was shown to the meaner criminals, who assumed the merit of an 
early repentance. If any credit could be allowed to confessions 
extorted by fear or pain, and to vague reports, the offspring of 
malice and credulity, the heresy of the Priscillianists would be 
found to include the various abominations of magic, of impiety, 
and of lewdness. 58 Priscillian, who wandered about the world in 
the company of his spiritual sisters, was accused of praying stark 
naked in the midst of the congregation; and it was confidently 
asserted, that the effects of his criminal intercourse with the 
daughter of Euchrocia had been suppressed, by means still more 
odious and criminal. But an accurate, or rather a candid, inquiry 
will discover, that if the Priscilliaaists violated the laws of 
nature, it was not by the licentiousness, but by the austerity, of 
their lives. They absolutely condemned the use of the marriage
bed; and the peace of families was often disturbed by indiscreet 
separations. They enjoyed, or recommended, a total abstinence 
from all animal food; and their continual prayers, fasts, and 
vigils, inculcated a rule of strict and perfect devotion. The spec
ulative tenets of the sect, concerning the person of Christ, and the 
nature of the human soul, were derived from the Gnostic and 
l\fanichrean system j and this vain philusophy, which had been 
transported from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to the grosser 
spirits of the 'Vcst. The obscure disciples of Priscillian suffered, 
languished, and gradually disappeared: his tenets were rejected 
by the clergy and people, but his death was the subject of a long 
and vehement controversy; while some arraigned, and others ap
plauded, the justice of his sentence. It is with pleasure that we 
can observe the humane inconsistency of the most illustrious saints 
and bishops, Ambrose of }\lilan,07 and :Martin of Tours, ~8 who, on 
this occaSion, asserted the cause of toleration. They pitied the 
unhalmy men, who had been executed at Treves; they refused to 
hold c~mmunion with their epf:;qopal murderers; and if Martin 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 2C;} 

deviated from that generous resolution, his motives were laudable, 
and his repentance was exemplary. The bishops of Tours and 
]\lilan pronounced, without hesitatIOn, the eternal damnation of 
heretics; but they were surprised, and shocked, by the bloody 
image of their temporal death, and the honest feelings of nature 
resisted the artificial prejudices of theology. The humanity of 
Ambrose aQSl Martin was confirmed hy the scandalous irregularity 
of the proceedings against Priscillian and his adherents. The 
civil and ecclesiastical ministers had transgressed the limits of 
their respective provinces. The secular judge had presumed to 
receive an appeal and to pronounce a definitive sentence, in a mat
ter of faith, and episcopal jurisdiction. The bishops had dis
graced themselves, by exercising the functions of accusers in a 
criminal prosecution. The cruelty of Ithacius,69 who beheld the 
tortures, and solicited the death, of the heretics, provoked the 
just indignation of mankind ; and the vices of that profligate 
bishop were admitted as a proof, that his zeal WftS inshgated by 
the sordid motives of interest. Since the death of Priscillian, the 
rude attempts of persecution have been refined and methodized 
in the holy office, which assigns their distinct parts to the ecclesi
astical and secular powers. The devoted victim is regularly de
livered hy the priest to the magistrate, and by the m&gistrate to 
the executioner-; and the inexorable sentence of tllt! church, 
which declares the spiritual guilt of the offender, is eX}lressed in 
the mild language of pity and intHcessicn. 

Among the ecclesiastics, who illustrated the reign of Theodo
sius, Gregory Nazianzen was distinguished 11Y the talents of an 
eloquent preacber; the reputation of miraculous gifts added 
weight and dignity to the monastic virtues of Martin of Tours; 60 

but the palm of episcopal vigor and ability was justly claimed hy 
the intrepid Ambrose. 111 He was descended from a noble family 
of Romans; his father had exercised the important office of Prre
torian prrefect of Gaul; and the son, after pussing through the 
studies of a liberal education, attained, in the regular gradation 
of civil honors, the station of consular of Liguria, a province 
which included the Imperial residence of ]\Iilan. At thi age of 
thirty-four, and before he had received the ~acralI1ent of baptism, 
Ambrose, to his own surprise, and to that of the world, was sud
denly transformed from a governor to an archbishop. Without 
the least mixture, as it is said, of art or intrigue, the whole body 
of the people unanimously saluted him with the episcopal title; 
the concord and perseverance of their acclamations were ascribed 
to a prreternatural impulse; and the reluctant magistrate wns 
compelled to undertake a spiritual office, for which he was not 
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prepared by the habits and occupations of his former life. But 
the active force of his genius soon qualified him to exercise, with 
zeal and prudence, the duties of his ecclesiastical jurisdiction i 
and while he cheerfully renounced the vain and splendid trap
pings of temporal greatness, he condescended, for the good of the 
church, to direct the conscience of the emperors, and to control 
the administration of the empire. Gratian loved and r~vered him 
as a father j and the elaborate treatise on the faith of the Trinity 
was designed for the instruction of the young prince. After his 
tragic death, at a time when the empress Justina trembled for her 
own safety, and for that of her son Valentinian, the archbishop 
1>f Milan was despatched, on two different embassies, to the court 
of Treves. He exercised, with equal firmness and dexterity, the 
powers of his spiritual and political characters j and perhaps con
tributed, by his authority and eloquence, to check tl\e ambition of 
,Uaximus, and to protect the peace of Italy. 62 Ambrose had de
voted his life, and his abilities, to the service of the church. 
Wealth was the object of Ins contempt j he had renounced his 
private patrimony j and he sold, without hesitation, the conse
crated plate, for the redemption of captives. The clergy and peo
ple of Milan were attached to their archbishop; and he deserved 
the esteem, without soliciting the favor, or apprehending the dis
pleasure, of his feeble sovereigns. 

The government of Italy, and of the young emperor, naturally 
devol ved to his mother Justina, a woman of beauty and spirit, but 
who, in the midst of an orthodox people, had the misfortune of 
professing the Arian heresy, which she endeavored to instil into 
the mind of her son. Justina was persuaded, that a Roman em
peror might claim, in his own dominions, the public exercise of 
his religion j and she proposed to the archbishop, as a moderate 
and reasonable concession, that he should resign the use of a sin
gle church, either in the city or the suburbs of Milan. But the 
conduct of Ambrose was governed by very different principles. 63 

The palaces of the earth might indeed belong to Cresar; but the 
churches were the houses of God j and, within the limits of his 
diocese, he himself, as the lawful successor of the apostles, was 
the only minister of God. The privileges of Christianity, tem
poral 89 well as spiritual, were confined to the true believers j and 
the mind of Ambrose was satisfied, that his own theological opin
ions were the standarJ. of truth and orthodoxy. The archbishop, 
who refused to hold any conference, or negotiation, with the in
struments of Satan, declared, with modest firmness, his resolution 
to die a martyr, rather than to yield to the impious sacrilege; 
and Justina, who resented the refusal as an act of insolence ll"nd 
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rebellion, hastily determined to exert the Imperial prerogative of 
her son. As she desired 10 perform her public devotio~lS on the 
aI)proaching festival of Easter, Ambrose was ordered to appear 
before the council. He obeyed the summons with the respect of 
a faithful subject, but he was followed, without his consent, hy 
an innumerable people; they pressed, with impetuous zea1, 
against the gates of the palace; and the affrighted ministers of 
Valentinian, instead of pronouncing a sentence of exile on the 

'\rchbishop of Milan, humbly requested that he would interpose 
.his authority, to protect the person of the emperor, and to restore 
the tranquillity of the capital. But the promises which Ambrose 
received and communicated were soon violated by a perfidious 
court j and, during six of the most solemn days, which Christian 
piety has set apart for the exercise of religion, the city was agi
tated by the irregular COlIvulsions of tumult and fanaticism. The 
officers of the household were directed to prepare, first, the POl'
tian, and afterwards, the new, Basilica, for the immediate recep
tion of the emperor and his mother. The splendid canopy and 
hangings of the royal seat were arranged in the customary man
ner; but it was found necessary to defend them, by a strong 
guard, from the insults of the populace. The Arian ecclesiastics, 
who ventured to show themselves in the streets, were exposed to 
the most immine!1t danger of their lives: and Ambrose enjoyed 
the merit and reputation of rescuing his personal enemies from 
the hands of the enraged multitude. 

But while he labored to restrain the eHects of their zeal, the 
pathetic vehemence of his sermons continually iuflamed the angry 
and seditious temper of the people of :Milan. The characters of 
Eve, of the wHe of Job, of J ezebel, of Herodias, were indecently 
applied to the mother of the emperor; and her desire to obtain a 
thurch for the Arians was compared to the most cruel persecu
tions which Christianity had endured under the reign of Pagan
~m. The measures of the court served only to expose the magili

ttIde of the evil. A fine of two hundred pounds of gold was Im
posed on the corporate body of merchants and manufacturers: an 
order was signified, in the name of the emperor, to all the officers, 
and inferior servants, of the courts of justice, that, during the 
continuance of the public disorders, they should strictly confine 
themselves to their houses: and the ministers of Valentiniun im
prudently confessed, that the most respectable part of the citizells 
of Milan was attached to the cause of their archbishop. He was 
again sol~cited to restore peace to his country, by timely compli~ 
ance with the will of his sovereign. The reply of Ambrose was 
couched in the most humble and respectful terms, which might, 
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however, be interpreted as a serious declaration of civil war. " His 
life and fortune were in the hands of the emperor j but he would 
never betray the church of Christ, or degrade the dignity of the 
episcopal character. In such a cause he was prepared to suffer 
whatever the ..nalice of the dmmon could inflict; and he only 
wished to die in the presence of his faithfal fiock, and at the foot 
of the altar; he had not contributed to excite, but it was in the 
power of God alone to appease, the rage of the people: he depre
cated the scenes of blood and confusion, which were likely to 
ensue; and it was hi$ fervent prayer, that he might not survive 
to behold the ruin of a flourishing city, and perhaps the desola
tion of all Italy." O. The obstinate bigotry of Justina would have 
endangered the empire of her son, if, in this contest with the 
chureh and people of ]Jilan, she could have depended on the ac
tive obedience of the troops of the palace. A large body of Goths 
had marched to occupy the Basilica, which was the object of the 
dispute: and it might be expected from the Arian principles, and 
barbarous manners, of these foreign mercenaries, that they would 
not entertain any scruples in the execution of the most sanguinary 
orders. They were encountered, on the sacred threshold, by the 
archbishop, who, thundering agaiust them a sentence of excom
munication, asked them, in the tone of a father -and a master, 
whether it was to invade the house of God, that they Jlad im
plored the hospitable protection of the republic. The suspense of 
the barbarians allowed some hours for a more effectual negotiation; 
and the empress was persuaded, by the advice of her wisest coun
sellors, to leave the Catholics in possession of all the churches 
of It'Iilan; and'to dissemble, till a more convenient season, her 
intentions of revenge. The mother of Valentinian could never 
forgive the triumph of Ambrose; and the royal youth uttered a 
passionate exclamation, that his own servants were ready to betray 
him into the hands of an insolent priest. 

The laws of the empire, some of which were inscribed with the 
name of Valentinian, still condemned the Arian heresy, and se~med 
to excuse the resistance of the Catholics. By the influence of 
Justina, an edict of toleration was promulgated in all the pr9vinces 
which were subject to the court of :Milan ; the free exercise of their 
religion was granted to those who professed the faith of Rimini j 
and the emperor declared that aU persons who should infringo 
this sacred and salutary constitution, should be capitally punished 
as the enemies of the public peace. 6~ The character and language 
of the archbishop of :Milan may justify the suspicion, that his 
conduct soon afforded a reasonable ground, or at least a specious 
pretense, to the Arian miniRters j who watched the opportunity of 
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surpnsmg him in some act of disobedience to alaw which he 
strangely represents as a law of blood and tyranny. A sentence 
of easy and honorable banishment was pronounced, which enjoined 
Ambrose to depart from .Milan without delay; whilst it permitted 
him to choose tile place of his exile and the number of his com
panions. But the authority of the saints, who have preached 
and practised the maxims of passive loyalty, appeared to Am
brose of less moment than the extreme and pressing danger of 
the church. He boldly refused to ohey; and his refusal was sup
ported by the unanimous consent of his faithful people. 8~ They 
guardeil by turns the person of their archbishop; the gates of 
the cathedral and the episcopal palace were strongly securel1, and 
the Imperial troops, who had formed the blockade, were unwill
ing to risk the attack of that impregnable fcrtress. The numer
ous poor, who had been relieved by the liberality of Ambrose, 
embraced the fair occasion of signalizing their zeal and gratitude; 
and as the patience of the multitude might have been exhausted 
!"T. the length and uniformity of nocturnal vigils, he prudently in
Troduced into the church of Milan the useful institution of a loud 
and regular psalmody. While he maintained this arduous con
test, he was instructed, by a dream, to open the earth in a place 
where the rema~ns of two martyrs, Gervasius and Protasius, &7 had 
been deposited above three hundred years. Immediately under 
the pavement of the church two perfect skeletons were found, .e 
with the heads separated from the bodies, and a plentiful effusion 
of blood. The holy relics were presented, in solemn pomp, to 
the veneration of the people; and every circumstance of this for
tunate discovery was admirably adapted to promote the designs 
of Ambrose. The bones of the martyrs, their blood, their gar
ments, were supposed to contain a healing power; and the prro
ternatural influence was communicated to the most distant ob
jects, without losing any part of its original virtue. The extra
ordinary cure of a blind man, £9 and the reluctant confessions of 
several demoniacs, appeared to justify the faith and sanctity of 
Ambrose; and the truth of those miracles is attested by Ambrose 
himself, by his secretary Paulinus, and by his proselyte, the cele
brated Augustin, who, at that time, professed the art of rhetoric 
in :MiIan. . The reason of the present age may possibly approve 
the incredulity of Justina and her Arian court; who derided the 
theatrical representations which. were exhibited by the contriv
Ance, and at the expense, of the archbishop. 70 Their effect, 
however, on the minds of the people was rapid and irresistible; 
And the feeble sovereign of Italy found himself .lmable to con
tend with the favorite of Heaven. The powers likewise of tho 
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earth interposed in the defence of Ambrose: the disinterested 
advice of Theodosius was the genuine result of piety and friend. 
ship; and the mask of religious zeal concealed the hostile and 
ambitious designs of the tyrant of Gaul. 71 

The reign of ~faximus might have ended in peace and pros
perity, could he have contented himself with the possession of 
three ample countries, which now constitute the three most flour
ishing kingdoms of modern Europe. But the aspiring usurper, 
whose sordid ambition was not dignified by the love of glory and 
of arms, considered his actual forces as the insb uments only of 
his future greatness, and his success was the immediate cause of 
his destruction. The wealth which he extorted 7~ from the op
pressed provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was employed in 
levying and maintaining a formidable army of barbarians, col
lected, for the most part, from the fiercest nations of Germany. 
The conquest of Italy was the object of his hopes and prepara
tions j and he secretly meditated the ruin of an innocent youth, 
whose government was abhorred ane' de:;pised by his Catholic 
subjects. Bllt as ~bximus wished to c:cu=)y, without resistance, 
the passage of the Alps, he received, with perfidious smiles, Dom
ninlls of Syria, the ambassador of Valcntiniun, and pressed 
him to accept the aid of a considerable body of troops, for the 
service of a Pannonian war. The penetration of Ambrose had 
discovered the snares of an enemy under the professionH of friend
ship; 73 but the Syrian Domninus was corrupted, or deceived, by 
the liberal favor of the court of Treves ; and the council of Milan 
obstinately rejected the suspicion of danger, with a hIind confi
dence, which was the effect, not of courage, but of fear. The 
march of the auxiliaries was guided by the ambassador; and 
they were admitted without distrust into the fortresHes of the Alps. 
But the crafty tyrant followed with hasty and silent footsteps in 
the rear; and as he diligently intercepted all intelligence of his 
motions, the gleam of armor, and the dust excited by the troops 
of cavalry, first annollnced the hostile approach of a stranger to 
the gates of l\'Iilan. In tnis extremity. Justina and her son might 
accuse their own imprudence and the perfidious arts of :Maximus ; 
but they wanted time, and force, and resolution, to stand against. 
the Gauls and Germans, either in the field, or within the walls of 
a large and disaffected city. Flight was their only hope, Aquileia 
their only refuge; and as Maximus now displayed his genuine 
character, the brother of Gratian might expect the same fate 
from the hands of the same assassin. ~Iaximus entered )Iilan in 
triumph; and if the wise archbishop refused a dangerous and 
criminal connection with the usurper, he might indirectly contrib· 
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ute to the success of his arms, by inculcating, from the pulpit, 
the duty of resignation, rather than that of resistance. 74 The 
unfortunate Justina reached Aquileia in safety; but she distrusted 
the strength of the fortifications; she dreaded the event of a 
3iege; and she re~olved to implore the protection of the great 
Theodosius, whose power and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the West. A vessel was secretly provided to trans
port the Iinperial family; they embarked with precipitation in 
one of the obscure harbors of Venetia, or Istria; traversed the 
whole extent of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas; turned the extreme 
promonotory of Peloponnesus; and, after a long but successful 
navigati.on, reposed themselves in the court of Thessalonica. All 
the subjects of Valentinian deserted the cause of a prince, who, 
by his abdication, had absolved them from the duty of allegiance; 
Rnd if the little city of JEmona, on the verge of Italy, had not 
presumed to stop the career of his inglorious VictOlY, ~1aximus 
would have obtained, without a struggle, the sole possession of 
the ",Vestern empire. 

Instead of inviting his royal guests to take the palace of Con
stantinople, Theodosius had some unknown reasons to fix their 
residence at Thessalonica ; but these reasons did not proceed from 
contempt or indifference, as he speedily made a visit to that city, 
accompanied by tile greatest part of his court and f1enate. After 
the first tender expressions of friendship and sympathy, the pious 
emperor of the East gently admonished Justina, that the guilt of 
heresy was sometimes pudshed in this world, as well as in the 
next; and that the public profession of the Nicene faith would 
be the most efficacious step to promote the restoration of her son, 
by the satisfaction, which it must occasion both on earth and in 
heaven. The momentous question of peace or war was referred, 
by Theodosius, to the deliberation of his council; and the argu
ments which might be alleged on the side of honor and justice, 
had acquired, since the death of Gratian, a considerable degree of 
additional weight. The persecution of the Imperial family, to 
which Theodosius himself had been indebted for his fortune, 
was now aggravated by recent and repeated injuries. Neither 
oaths nor treaties could restrain the boundless ambition of Max
imus; and the delay of vigorous and decisive measures, instead 
of prolonging the ble~sings of peace, would expose the Eastern 
empire to the danger of a hostile invasion. The barbarians, who 
had passed the Danube, hnd lately assumed the character of sol
diers and subjects, but their native fierceness was yet untamed: 
and the operations of a war, which would exercise their valor, 
alld diminish their numbers, IDlght tend to relieve the pl'OV
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inces from an intolerable oppression. Notwithstanding these 
specious and solid reasons, which were approved by a majority of 
the council, Thcodosius .still hesitated whether he should draw 
the sword in a contest which could no longer admit any terms of 
reconciliation; and his magnanimous character was not dis
graced by the apprehensions which he felt for the safety of his in
fant sons, and the welfare of his exhausted people. In this mo
ment of anxious doubt, while the fate of the Roman world de
pended on the resolution of a single man, the charms of the 
Princess Galla. most powerfully pleaded the cause of her brother 
V .1lentinian. 76 The heart of Theodosius was softened by the 
tears of beauty; his affections were insensibly engaged by the 
graces of youth and innocence: the art of Justina managed and 
directed the impulse of passion; and the celebration of the royal 
nuptials was the assurance and signal of the civil war. The un
feeling critics, who consider every amorous weakness as an in
delible stain on the memory of a great and orthodox emperor, 
are inclined, on this occasion, to dispute the suspicious evidence 
of the historian Zosimus. For my own part, I shall frankly con
fess, that I am willing to find, or even to seek, in the revolutioD,! 
of the world, some traces of the mild and tender sentiments of 
domestic life; and amiclst the crowd of fierce and ambitious con
querors, I can distinguish, with peculi.11· complacency, a gentla 
hero, who may be supposed to receive his armor from the hands 
of love. The alliance of tlw P0rJian king was secured by tho 
faith of treaties; the m,\rti.11 bJ.rbJ.rians were persuaded to fol
low the standard or to respect the frontiers of an active and lib· 
eral monarch; and the dominions of Theodosius, from the Eu
phrates to the Adriatir;, resounded with the preparations of war, 
both by land and sea. The skilful disposition of the forces of 
the East seemed to multiply their numbers, and distracted the. 
attention of ~laximus. He had reason to fear, that a ChOSCIi 
body of troops, under the command of the intrepid Arbogustes, 
would direct their march along the banks of the Danube, anCi 
boldly penetrate through the Rhretian provinces into the centn) 
of Gaul. A powerful ileet was equipped in the harbors of Greeco 
and Epirus, with the apparent design, that, as soon as the pas
sage had been opened by an able victory, Valentinian and h.i:i 
mother should land at Italy, proceed, without delay, to Rome, 
and occupy the majestic seat of religion and empire. In the 
meanwhile Theodosius himself advanced at the head of a brave 
and disciplined army to encounter his unworthy rival, who, after 
the siege of JEmona,* had tixed his camp in the neighborhood of 

• iEmonah, Laybach. Siscia, Sciszek.-M. 
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Siscia, a city of Pannonia, strongly fortified by the broad and 
rapid stream of the Save. 

The veterans who still remembered the long resistance and suc· 
cessive resources of the tyrant Magncntius, might prepare them
selves for the labors of three bloody call1paigns. But the contt:st 
with his successor, who, like him, had usurped the throne of the 
West, was easily decided in the term of two months, 76 and within 
the space of two hundred miles. The superior genius of the em
peror of the East might prevail over the feeble Maximus, who, in 
this important crisis, showed himself destitute of military skill, 
or personal courage; but the abilities of Theodosius were seconded 
by the advantage which he possessed of a numerous and activo 
cavalry. The Huns, the Alani, and, after their example, tho 
Goths themselves, were formed into squadrons of archers; who 
fought on horseback and confounded the steady valor of the 
Gauls and Germans, by the rapid motions of a Tartar war. After 
the fatigue of a long march, in the heat of summer, they spurred 
their foaming horses into the waters of the Save,'~wam the river 
in the presence of the enemy, and instantly charged and routed the 
troops who guarded the high ground on the opposite sid-:.. :Mar
cellinus, the tyrant's brother, advanced to SUppOI't them with the 
select cohorts, which were considered as the hope and strength 

, of the army•. The action, which had been interrupted by the 
approach of night, was renewed in the morning; and, after a 
sharp conflict, the surviving remnant of the bravest soldiers of 
Maximus threw down their arms at the feet of the con4ueror. 
Without sllspending his march, to receive the loyal acclamations 
of the citizens of iEmona, Theodosius pressed forwards to termi
nate the war by the death or captivity of his rival, who fled be
fore him with the diligence of fear. From the summit of the 
Julian Alps, he descended with such incredible speed into the 
plain of Italy, that he reached Aquileia on the evening of the 
first day; and :Maximus, who found himgelf encompassed on all 
sides, had scarcely time to shut the gates of tbe city. But the 
gates could not ll)ng resist the effort of a victoril)us enemy; and 
t.he despair, the disaffection, the indifference of th<; soldiers and 
people, hastened the downfall of the wretched :Maxirnus. lIe 
"Was dragged from his throne, rudely stripped of the Imperial 
ornaments, the robe, the diadem, and the purple slippers; amI 
couducted, like a malefactor, to the camp and presence of Theo
dosius, ut a place about three miles from Aquileia. The behavior 
of the emperor was not intended to insult, and he showed some 
disposit.ion to pity and forgive, the tyrant of the "Yest, who had 
never been his personal enemy, and was now become the object 
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of his contempt. Our sympathy is the most forcibly excited by 
the misfortunes to which we aTe exposed; and the spectacle of 
a proud competitor, now prostrate at his feet, could not fuil of 
producing very serious and solemn thoughts in the mind of th6 
victorious emperor. But the feeble emotion of involuntary pity 
.was checked by his regard for public justice, and the memory of 
Gratian; and he abandoned the victim to the pious zeal of the 
soldiers, who drew him out of the Imperial presence, and in
stantly separated his head from his body. The intelligence of 
his defeat and death was received with sincere or well dis<;em
bled joy: his son Victor, on whom he had conferred the title of 
Augustus, died by the order, perhaps by the hand, of the bold 
Arbogastes; and all the military plans of Theodosius were suc
cessfullyexecuted. When he had thus terminated the civil war, 
wit.h less difficulty and bloodshed than he might naturally ex
pect, he employed' the winter months of his residence at Milan, 
to restore the state of the afflicted provinces; and early in the 
spring he made, after the example of Constantine and Constan
tillS, his triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the Roman 
empire. 77 

The orator who may be silent, without danger, may praise 
without difficulty, and without reluctance; 78 and posterity will 
confess that the character of Theodosius 79 might furnish the sub
ject of a sincere and ample panegyric. The wisdom of Ilis laws, 
and the success of his arms, rendered his administration respecta
ble in the eyes both of his subjects and of his enemies. He loved 
and practised the virtues of domestic life, which seldom hold 
their residence in the palaces of kings. Theodosius was chaste 
and temperate; he enjoyed, without excess, the sensual and so
cial pleasures of the table; and the warmth of his amorous pas
sions was never diverted from their In.wfuIobjects. The proud. 
titles of Imperial greatness were adorned by the tender names of 
a faithful husband, an indulgent father; his uncle was raised by 
his affectionate esteem, to the rank of a second parent; Theodo
sius embraced, as his own, the children of his brother and sister, 
and the expr.cssions of his regard were extended to the most dis~ 
tant and ohscure branches of his numerous kindred. His fa
mIliar friends were judiciously selected from among those per
sons who, in the equal intercourse of private Hfe, h!1d appeared 
before his eyes without a mask: the consciousness of personal 
and superior merit enabled him to despise the accidental distinc
tion of the purple; and he proved, by his conduct, that he had 
forgotten all the injuries, while he most gratefully re~embererl 
all the favors and services, which he had received before he 
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ft~cended the throne of the Roman empire. The serious or lively 
tone of his conversation was adapted to the age, the rank, or the 
character of his subje(;~s whom he admitted into his society; and 
the affability of his manners displayed the image of his mind. 
Thodos\us respected the simplicity of the good and virtuous: every 
art, every talent, of a useful, or even of an innocent natur<', was re
warded by his judicious liberality; and, except the heretics, whom 
he persecuted with implacable hatred, the diffusive circle of his 
benevolence was circumscribed only by the limits of the human 
race. The government of a mighty empire may a~surtdly suffice 
to occupy the time, and the abilities, of a mortal: 'Jet the dili
gent prince, without aspiring to the unsuitable reputation of pro
found learning, always reserved some moments of his leisure fOl' 
the instructive amusement of reading. HiRtory, which enlarged 
his experience, was his favorite study. The annals of Rome, 
in the long period of eleven hundred years, presented him with 
a various and splendid picture of human life: and it has been 
particularly ohserved, that whenever he perused the cruel aets of 
Cinna, of :Marius, or of Sylla, he warmly expressed his generous 
(letestation of those enemies of Immanity and freedom. His dis
interested opinion of past events was usefully applied as the 
rule of his own actions; and Theodosius has deserved the singu
lar commendation, that his virtues al:ways seemed to expand with 
Ids fortune: the season of his prosperity was that of his modera
tion; and his _clemency appeared the most conspicuous after the 
danger and success of a civil war. The :Moorish guards oi the 
tyrant had been massacred in the first heat of t11e victory, and a 
sm<lll number of the most obnoxious criminals suffered the pun
ishment of the law. But the emperor showed himself much more 
attentive to relieve the innocent, than to chastise the guilty. 
The oppressed subjects of the 'Yest, who would have deemed 
themselves happy in the restoration of their lands, were aston
ished to receive a sum of money equivalent to their losses; and. 
the liberality of the conqueror supported the aged mother, and 
educated the orphaned daughters, of :Maximus. bO .A. character 
thus accomplished might almost excuse the extravagant supposi
tion of the orator Paratus; that, if the elder Brutus could he 
permitted to revisit the earth, the stern republican would abjure, 
at the feet of Theodosius, his hatred of kings; and ingenuously 
confess, that such a-monarch was the most faithful guardian of 
the happiness and dignity of the Roman people. 81 

Yet the piercing.eye of the founder of the republic must have 
discerned two essential imperfections, which might, perhaps, 
have abated his recent love of despotism. The virtuous mind of 
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Theodosius was often relaxed by indolence,82 and it was some
times inflamed by passion. b3 In the pursuit of an important ob
ject, his active courage was capable of ~he most vigorous exer· 
Hons; but, as soon as the design was accomplished, or the dan
ger was surmounted, the hero sunk into inglorious repo,se; and, 
forgetful that the time of a prince is the property of his people, 
resigned himself to the enjoyment of the innocent, but trifling, 
pleasures of a luxurious court. The natural disposition of Theo
dosius was hasty and choleric; and, in a station where none 
could resist, and few would dissuade, the fatal consequence of 
his resentment, the humane monarch was justly alarmed by the 
consciousness of his infirmity and of his power. It was the con
stant study of his life to suppress, or regulate, the intemperate 
sallies of passion, and the success of his efforts enhanced the merit 
of his clemency. But the painful virtue which claims the merit 
of victory, is exposed to the danger of defeat; und the reign of 
a wise and merciful prince was polluted by an act of cruelty 
which would stain the annals of Nero or Domitian. Within the 
space of three years, the inconsistent historian of Theodosius must 
relate the generous pardon of the citizens of Antioch, and the 
inhuman massacre of the people of Thcssalonica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabitants of Antioch was never 
satisfied with their own situation, or with the character and con
duct of their successive sovereigns. ' The Arian subjects of Theo
dosius deplored the loss of their churches; and, as three rival 
bishops disputed the throne of Antioch, the sentence ,which de
cided their pretensions excited the murmurs of the two unsuccess
ful congregations. The exigencies of the Gothic war, and the 
inevitable expense that accompanied the conclusion of the peace, 
had constrained the emperor to aggravata the wdght of the pub
lic impositions; and the provinces of Asia, as they had not been 
invol ved in the distress, were the less inclined to contribute to 
the relief of Europe. The auspicious period now approached of 
the tenth year of his reign; a festival more grateful to the sol~ 
diers, who received a liberal donative, than to the subjects, whose 
voluntary offerings, had been long since converted into an extra
ordinary and oppressive burden. The edicts of taxation inter
rupted the repose, and pleasureR, of Antioch; and the tribunal of 
the magistrate was besieged by a suppliant crowd; who, in pa
thetic, but at first in respectful language, solicited the redress of 
their grievances. They were gradually incensed by the pride of 
their haughty rulers, who treated their complaints as a criminal 
resistance; their satirical wit degenerated into sharp and angry 
invectives; and,' from the 8uborflinnte powers of government, 
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the invectives of the peuple insensibly rose to attack the sacred 
character of their emperor himself. Their fury, provoked by a fet
ble opposition, discharged itself on the images uf the 1mperial 
family, which were erected, as objects of public veneration, in the 
most conspicuous places of the city. The statues of Theodosius, of 
his father, of his wife Flaccilla, of his two sons, Aread ius and Ho
norius, were insolently thrown down from their pedestals, broken 
in pieces, or dragged with contempt through the streets: and 
the indignities which were offered to the representations of Im
perial majesty, sufficiently declared the impious and treasonable 
wishes of the populace. The tumult was almost immediately 
suppressed, by the arrival of a body of archers: and Antioch had 
leisure to reflect on the nature and consequences of her crime. 84 

According to the duty of his office, the governor of the province 
despatched a faithful narrative of the whole transaction; while 
the trembling citizens intrusted the confession of their crime, 
and the assurances of their repentance, to the zeal of Flavian, 
their bishop, and to the eloquence of the senator Hilarius, the 
friend, and most probably the disciple, of Libanius ; whose ge
nius, on this melancholy occasion, was not useless to his country. ~5 
But the two capitals, Antioch and Constantinople, were sepa
rated by the d:stanee of eight hundred miles; and notwithstand
ing the diligence of the Imperial posts, the guilty city was se
verely punished by a long and dreadful interval of suspense. 
Every rumor agitated the hopes and fears of the Antiochians, and 
they heard with terror, that their sovereign, exasperated by the in
sult which had been offered to his own statues; and, more es
pecially, to those of his beloved wife, had resolved to level wit,h 
the ground the offending city; and to ma~sacre, without distinc
tion of age or sex, the criminal inhabitants; H6 many of whom 
were actually driven, by their apprehensions, to seek a refuge in 
the mountains of Syria, and the adjacent desert. At length. 
twenty-four days after the sedition, the general Hellebicus, and 
Cresarius, master of the offices, declared the will of the emperor, 
and the sentence of Antioch. That, proud capital was degradeQ 
from tl~e rank of a city; and the metropolis of the East, stripptd 
of its lands, its privileges, and its revenues, was subjected, under 
the humiliating denomination of a vlllage, to the jurisdiction of 
Laodicea. R7 The baths, the Circus, and the theatres were shut: 
and, that every source of plenty and pleasure might at the Si!amc 
time be intercepted, the distribution of corn was abolished, by 
the severe instructions of Theodosius. His commissioners then 
proceeded to inquire into the guilt of individuals i of those who 
had perpetrated, and of those who had not prevented, the de· 
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struction of the sacred statues. The tribunal of Hellebicus and 
Cresarius, encompassed with armed soldiers, ""was erected in the 
midst of the Forum. The noblest, and most wealthy, of the citi
zens of Antioch appeared before them in chains i the examina
tion was assisted by the use of torture, and their sentence was 
pronounced or suspended, according to the judgment of these 
extraordinary magistrates. The houses of the criminals were ex·· 
posed to sale, their wives and children were suddenly reduced, 
from affluence and luxury, to the most abject distress i and a 
bloouy execution was expected to conclude the horrors of a day,88 
which the" preacher of Antioch, the eloquent Chrysostom, has rep
resented as a lively image of the last and universal judgment" 
of the world. But the ministers of Theodosius performed, with 
reluctance, the cruel task which had been assigned them i they 
dropped a gentle tear over the calamities of the people j and they 
listened with reverence to the pressing solicitations of the monks 
and hermits, who descended in swarms from the mountains. 8~ 
Hellebicus and Crosariu~ were persuaded to suspend the execu
tion of their sentence; and it was agreed that the former should 
remain at Antioch, while the latter returned, with all possible 
speed, to Constantinople i and presumed once more to consult 
the will of his sovereign. 'rhe resentment of Theodosius had al
ready subsided; the deputies of the people, both the bishop and 
the orator, had obtained a favorable audience; and the re
proaches of the emperor were the complaints of injured friend
ship, rather than the stern menaces of pride and power. A free 
and general pardon was granted to the city and citizens of Anti
och; the prison doors were thrown open; the senators, who de
spaired of their lives, recovered the pos,gessjon of their bouses and 
estates; and the capital of the East was restored til the enjoy, 
ment of her ancient dignity and splendor. Theodosius conde
scended to praise the senate of Constantinople, who had gen
erously interceded for their distressed brethren: he rewarded tIlt; 
eloquence of Hilarius with the government of Palestine; and dis, 
missed the bii;hop of Antioch with the warmest expressions of 
his respect and gratitude. A thousand new statues arose to the 
clemency of Theodosius; the applause of his subjects was "ratified 
by the approbation of his own heart; and the emperor confessed, 
that if the exercise of justice is the most important duty, the in~ 
dulgence of mercy is the most exquisite pleasure, of a sovereign. U8 

The sedition of Thessalonica is ascribed to a more shameful 
cause, and was productive of much more dreadful consequences. 
That great city, the metropolis of all the Illyrian provinces, had 
been protected from the dangers of the Gothic war by strong forti· 
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fications and a numerous garrison. Botheric, the general of 
those troops, and, as it should seem from his name, a barbarian, 
had among his slaves a beautiful boy, who excited the impure 
desires of one of the charioteers of the Circus. 1.'he insolent and 
brutal lover was thrown into prison by the order of Botheric; 
and he sternly rejected the importunate clamors of the multitude, 
who, on the day of the public games, lamented the absence of 
their favorite; and considered the skill of a charioteer as an ob
,ect of more importance than his virtue. The resentment of the 
people was imbittered by some previous disputes; and, as the 
strength of the garrison had been drawn away for the service of 
the Italian war, the feeble remnant, whosft numbers were re
duced by desertion, could not save the unhappy general from 
their licentious fury. B.otheric; and several of his principal offi
cers, were inhumanly murdered; their mangled bodies were 
dragged about the streets; and the emperor, who then resided 
at Milan, was surprised by the intelligence of the audacious and 
wanton cruelty of the l)eople of Thessalonica. The sentence of a 
dispassionate judge would ha.ve inflicted a severe punishment on 
the authors of the crime ~ and the merit of Botheric might contrib
ute to exaspflrate the gricf and indignation of his master. The 
fiery and choleric temper of Theodosius was i.mpatient of the dil
atory forms of a judicial inquiry;. and he hastily resolved that 
the blood of his lieutenant should he expiated by the blood (If 
the guilty people. Yet his mind sti1l fluctuated between the 
counsels of clemency and of revenge; the zeal of the bishops had 
almost extorted from the reluctant emperor the promise of a gen
eral pardon; his passion was again inflamed by the flattering sug
gestions of his minister Rufinus; and, after rrheodosius had de
spatcbed the messengers of death, he attempted, when it was too 
late, to prev·ent the cxecution of his orders. The punishment of :it 
Roman city was blindly committed to the undistinguishing sword 
of the barbarians; and the hostile preparations were concerted 
with the dark and perfidious artifice of an illegal conspiracy. The 
people of Thessalonica were treacherously invited, in the name of 
their sovereign, to the games of the Circus; and such was their 
insatiate avidity for those amusements, that every consideration 
of fear, or suspicion, was disregarded by the numerous spectators. 
As soon as the assembly was complete, the soldiers, who had 
secretly been posted rounel the Circus, received the signal, not of 
the races, but of a general massacre. The promiscuous carnage 
continued tllree hours, without discrimination of strangers or na
tives, of age or sex, of innocence or guilt; the most moderate 
accounts state the number of the slain at seven thousand j and it 
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is affirmed by some writers that more than fifteen thousand victim. 
were sacrificed to the manes of Botheric. A foreign merchant, 
who had probably no concern in his murder, offered his own life, 
and all bis wealth, to supply the place of one of his two sons; 
but, while the father hesitated, with equal tenderness, while he 
was doubtful to choose, and unwilling to condemn, the soldiers 
determined his suspense, by plunging their daggers at the same 
moment into the breasts of the defenceless youths. The apology 
of the assassins, ~hat they were obliged to produce the p're
sClibed number of heads serves only to increase, by an appear.. 
ance of order and design, the horrors of the massacre, which was 
executed by the commands of Theodosius. The guilt of the em
peror is aggravated by his long and frequent residence at Tbessa
lonica. 1'be situation of the unfortunate city, the aspect of the 
streets and buildings, the dress and faces of the inhabitants, were
familiar, and even present, to his imagination; and Theodosius 
possessed a quick and lively sense of the existence of the people 
whom he destroyed. 91 

The respectful attachment of the emperor for the orthodox 
clergy, had dispused him to love and admire the character of Am
brose j who united all the episcopal virtues in the most aminen 
degree. The friends and ministers of Theodosius imitated the 
example of their sovereign j and he observed, with more surprise 
than displeasure, that all his secret counsels were immediately 
communicated to the archbishop; who acted from the laudable 
persuasion, that every measure of civil government may have 
some connection with the glory of God, and the interest of the 
true religion. The monks and populace of Callinicum,* an ob
scure town on the frontier of Persia, excited by their own fanati
cism, and by that of their bishop, had tumultuously burnt a con
venticle of the Valentinians, and a synagogue of the Jews. The 
seditious prelate was condemned, by the magistrate of the prov
ince, either to rebuild the synagogue or to repay the damage j 
and this moderate sentence waS confirmed by the emperor. But it 
was not confirmed by the bishop of :Milan. 9~ He dictated an 
epistle of censure and reproach, more suitable, perhaps, if the 
emperor had received the mark of circumcision and renounced 
the faith of his baptism. Ambrose considers the toleration of the 
Jewish, as the persecution of the Christian, religion j boldly de
clares that he himself, and every true believer, would eagerly dis. 
pute with the bishop of Callinicum the merit of the deed, and the 
crown of martyrdom; and laments, in the most pathetic terms, 

• Racca, on the Enphrates.-M. 
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that the execution of the sentence would be fatal to the fame and 
salvation of The"odosius. As this private admonition did not 
produce an immediate effect, the archbishop, from his pulpit, g3 

publicly addressed the emperor on his throne; 114 nor would he 
consent to offer the oblation of the altar, till he had obtained 
from Theodosius a solemn and positive declaration, which se
cured the impunity of the bishop and monks of Callinicum. The 
recantation of Theodosius was sincere; 90 and, during the term 
of his residence at Milan, his affection for Ambrose was contin
ually increased by the habits of pious and familiar conversation. 

When Ambrose was informed of the massacre of Thessalonica, 
his mind was filled with horror and anguish. He }'etired into 
the country to indulge his grief, and to avoid the presence of 
Theodosius. But as the archbishop was satisfied that a timid si
lence would render him the accomplice of his guilt, he repre
sented, in a private letter, the enormity of the cdme; which 
could only be effaced by the tears of penitence. The episcopal 
vigor of Ambrose was tempered by prudence; and he contented 
himself with signifying 96 an indirect sort of excommunication, 
by the assurance, that he had been warned in a vision not to offer 
the oblation in the name, or in the presence, of Theodosius; and 
by the advice, that he would confine himself to the use of prayer, 
without presuming to approach the altar of Christ, or to receive 
the holy eucharist with those hands that were still polluted with 
the hlood of an innocent people. The emperor was deeply 
affected by his own reproaches, and by those of his spiritual 
father; and after he had bewailed the mischievous and irrepara
ble consequences of his rash fury, he proceeded, in the accustomed 
manner, to perform his devotions in the great church of Milan. 
He was stopped in the porch by the archbishop; who, in the 
tone and language of an ambassador of Heaven, declared to his 
sovereign that private contrition was not sufficient to atone for a 
public fault, or to appease the justice of the offended Deity. The
odosius humbly represented, that if he had contracted the guilt of 
homicide, David, the man after God's own heart, had been 
guilty, not only of murder, but of adultery. " You have imitated 
David in his crime, imitate then his repentance, " was the reply of 
the undaunted Ambrose. The rigorous conditions of peac~ and 
pardon were accepted; and the public penance of the emperor 
Theodosius has been recorded as one of the most honorable events 
in the annals of the church. According to the mildest nIles of 
ecclesiastical discipline, which were established in the fourth 
centnry, the crime of homicide was expiated by the penitence of 
twenty years :117 and as it was impossible, in the period of human lif~ 
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to purge the accumulated guilt of the massacre of Thessalonica, 
the murderer should have been excluded from the holy communion 
till the hour of his death. But the &rchbishop, consulting tho 
maxims of religious policy, granted some indulgence to the rank 
of his illustrious penitent, who humbled in the dust the pride of 
the diadem j and the public edification might be admitted as a 
weighty reason to abridge the duration of his punishment. It 
was sufficient, that the emperor of the Romans, stripped of the 
ensigns of royalty, should appear in a mournful and suppliant 
posture; and that, in the midst of the church of :Milan, he should 
humbly solicit, with sighs and tears, the pardon of his sins. 98 In 
this spiritual cure, Ambrose employed the various methods of 
mildness and severity. After a delay of about eight months, 
Theodosius was restored to the communion of the faithful j and 
the edict,. which interposes a salutary interval of thirty days be
tween the sentence and the execution, may be accepted as the 
worthy fruits of his repentance. 99 Posterity has applauded the 
virtuous firmness of the archbishop j and the example of Theodo
sius may prove the beneficial influence of those principles, which 
could force a monarch, exalted above the apprehension of human 
punishment, to respect the laws, and ministers, of an invisible 
Judge. "The prince,:! says l\lontesquieu, "who is actuated by 
the hopes and fears of religion, may be compared to a lion, do* 
ciie only to the voice, and tractable to the hand of his keeper." 100 

The motions of the royal animal will therefore depend on the in
clination, and interest, of the man who has acquired such dan
gerous authority over him j and the priest, who holds in his hand 
the conscience of a king, may inflame, or moderate, his sanmlinary 
passions. The cause of humanity, and that of persecution, have 
been asserted, by the same Ambrose, with equal energy, and with 
equal success. . 

After the defeat and death of the tyrant of Gaul, the Roman 
world was in the possession of Theudosius. He derived from the 
choice of Gratian his honorable title to the provinces of the East; 
he had acquired the West by the right of conquest j and the three 
years which he spent in Italy were usefully employed to restore 
the authority of the laws, and to correct the abuses wruch had 
prevailed with impunity under the usurpation of :Maximus, and 
the minority of Valentinian. The Dame of Valentinian was regu
larly inserted in the public ncts j but the tender age, and doubt
ful faith, of the son of .Tustina, appeared to require the prudent 
care of an orthodox guardian j and his specious ambition might 
have excluded the unfortunate youth, without a struggle, and al
most without a murmur, from· the administration, and even from 
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the inheritance of thfl empire. If Theodosius had cOllSulted the 
rigid maxims of interest and policy, his conduct would have been 
justified by his friends; but. the generosity of his behavior on 
this memorable occasion has extorted the applause of his most in
veterate enemies. He seated Valentiniun on the throne of Milan ; 
and, without stipulating any present or future advantages, re
stored him to the absolute dominion of all the provinces, from 
which he had been driven by the arms of ~Iaximus. To the 1'es-. 
titution of his ample patrimony, Theodosius added the free aml 
generous gift of the countries beyond the Alps, which his suc
cessful valor had recovered from the assassin of Gratian.l!1 Sat
isficd with the glory which he had acquired, by revenging the 
death of his benefactor, and deliYering the "'est from the yoke 
of tyranny, the emperor returned from Milan to Constantinople; 
and, in th~ peaceful possession of the East, insensibly relapsed 
into his former habits of luxury and indolence. Theodosius dis
charged his obligation to the brother, he indulged his conjugal 
tenderness to the sister, of Valentinian; and posterity, which ad
mires the pure and singular glory of his elevation, must applaucJ 
his unrivalled generosity in the use of victory. 

The empress Justina did not long survive her return to Italy; 
and, though she beheld the triumph of Theodosius, she was not 
al10wed to influence the government of her son.l0: The pernicious 
attaclmlent to the Arian sect, which Valentinian had imbibel1 
from her example and instructions, was soon erased by the les
sons of a morp, orthodox education. His growing zeal for tho 
faith of Nice, and his filial reverence for the character and au
thority of Ambrose, disposed the Catholics to entertain the most 
favorable opinion of the virtues of the young emperor of the 
West.l03 They. applauded his chastity and temperance, his con
tempt of pleasure, his application to business, and his tender 
affection for his two sisters; which could not, however, seduce 
his impartial equity to pronounce an unjulSt sentence against the 
meanest 9f his subjects. But this amiable yoUt11, before he had 
accomplished the twentieth year of his age, was oppressed by 
domestic treason; and the empire was again involved in the hor
rors of a civil war. Arbogastes,104 a gallant soldier of the nation 
of the Franks, held the second rank in the service of Gratian. On 
the death of his master he joined the standard of 'rheodosius ; 
contributed, by his valor and military conduct, to the destruction 
of the tyrant i and was appointed, ufter the viet ory, master-gen
eral of the armies of Gaul. His real merit, and apparent fidelity, 
had gained the confidence both of the prince and people j his 
boundless liberality corrupted the allegiance of the troops; and, 

R.li.:. H.-lO 
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whilst he was universally esteemed as the pillar of the state, the 
bold and crafty barbarian was secretly determined, either to rule, 
or to ruin, the empire of the West. The important commands of 
the army were distributed among the Franks; the creatures of 
Arbogastes were promoted to all the honors and offices of the 
civil government; the progress of the conspiracy removed every 
faithful servant from the presence of Valentinian; and the em
peror, without power and without intelligence, insensibly sunk 
into the pr(>carious and dependent condition of a captive. 10. The 
indignation which he expre~sed, though it might arise only from 
the rash and impatient temper of youth, may be candidly ascribed 
to the generous spirit of a prince, who feU that he was not un
worthy to reign. He secretly invited the archbishop of :Milan to 
undertake the office of a mediator; as the pledge of his sincerity 
and., the guardian of his safety. He contrived to apprise the em
peror of the East of hi" helpless situation, and he declared, that, 
unless Theodosius could speedily march to his assistance, he must 
attempt to escape from the palace, or rather prison, of Vienna in 
Gaul, where he had imprudently fixed his residence in the mid3t 
df the hostile faction. But the hopes of relief were distant, and 
doubtful: and, as every day furnished some new provocation, the 
emperor, without strength or counsel, too hastily resolved to risk 
an immediate contest with his powerful general. He received 
Arbogastes on the throne; and, as the count approached with 
some appearance of respect, delivered him a paper, which dis
missed him from all his employments. " !Iy authority," replied 
Arbogastes, with insulting coolness, "does not depend on the 
smile or the frown of a monarch;" and he contemptuously threw 
the paper on the ground. The indignant monarch snatched at 
the sword of one of the guards, which be struggled to draw from 
~ts scabbard j and it was not witllOut some degree of violence that 
he was prevented from using the deadly weapon against his en
emy, or against him~elf. A few days after this extraordinary 
quarrel, in which he had exposed his resentment and his weak
ness, the unfortunate Valentinian was found strangled in his 
apartment; and some pains were employed to disguise the mani
fest guilt of Arbogastes, and to persuade the world that the death 
of the young emperur had been the voluntary effect of his own 
despair. lOG His body was conducted with decent pomp to the se
pulchre of Milan; and the archbishup pronounced a funeral ora
tion to commemorate his virtue and his misfortunes. 107 On this oc
casion, the humanity of Ambrose tempted him to make a singular 
breach in his theological system; and to comfort the weeping si~ 
ters of Valentinian, by the firm assurance that their pious brother, 
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though hI' had not received the sacrament of baptism, was intro
duced, without difficulty, into the mansions of eternal bliss. HI8 

The p!vdence of Arbogastes had prepared the success of his 
~mbWou.e designs: and the provincials, in whose breast every 
{lentimcllt of patriotism or loyalty was extinguished, expected, 
with tame resignation, the unknown master, whom the choice of 
II. ]"'rank might place on the Imperial throne. But some remains 
of pride and prejudice still opposed the elevation of Arbogastes 
himself; and the judicious barbarian thought it more advisable to 
reign under the name of some dependent Roman. He bestowed 
the purple on the rhetorician Eugenius ; 109 whom he had already 
raised from the place of his domestic secretary to the rank of mas
ter of the offices. In the course both of his private and public 
service, the count had always approved the attachment and abili
ties of Eugenius; his learning and eloquence, supported by the 
gravity of his manners, recommended him to the esteem of the 
people; and the reluctance with which he seemed to ascend the 
throne, may inspire a favorable prejudice of his virtue and mod
eration. The ambassadors of the new emperor were immediately 
despatched to the court of Theodosius, to communicate, with 
affected grief, the unfortunate accident of the death of Valentin
ian j and, without mentioning the name of Arbogastes, to re
quest, that the monarch of the East would embrace, as his lawful 
colleague, the respectable citizen, who hud obtained the unani
mous suffrage of the armies and provinces of the West. 110 Theo-. 
dosius was justly provoked, that the perfidy of a barbarian should 
have destroyed, in a moment, the labors, and the fruit of his for
mer victory; and he was excited by the tears of his beloved 
wife,111 to revenge the fate of IlCr unhappy brother, and once 
more to assert by arms the violated majesty of the throne. But 
as the second conquest of the West was a tusk of difficulty and 
danger, he dismissed, with splendid presents, and an ambiguous 
answer, the ambassadors of Eugenius j and almost two yem s were 
consumed in the preparations of the civil war. Before he formed 
any decisive resolution, the pious emperor was anxious to discover 
the will of Heaven; and as tli{' progress of Christianity lInn 
silenced the oracles of Delphi and Dodona, he l'onsulted an EgJ P
tian monk, who possessed, in the opinion of the age, the gift of 
miracles, and the knowledge of futurity. Eutropius, one of tho 
favorite eunuchs of the palace of Constantinople, embarked for 
Alexandria, from whence he sailed up the Nile, as far as the city 
uf Lycopolis, or of 'Wolves, in the rrmote province of Thcbais. m 

In the neighborhood of that city, and on the summit of a lofty 
mOllntain, the holy John m had constructed, with his own hands. 
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un humble celJ, in which he had dwelt above fifty years, without 
opening his door, without seeing the face of a woman, and with
out tasting any food that had been prepared by fire, or any human 
art. Five days of the week he spent in prayer and meditation; 
but on Saturdays and Sundays he regularly opened a small win4 
dow, and gave audience to the crowd of suppliants who succes.
sively flowed from every part of the Christian world. The eunuch 
of Theodosius approached the window with respectful steps, pr04 
posed his questions concerning the event of the civil war, and 
soon returned with a favorable oracle, which animated the cour
age of the emperor by the assurance of a bloody, but infallible, 
victory. 114 The accomplishment of the prediction was forwarded 
by all the means that human prudence could supply. The illdus4 
try of the two master-generals, Stilicho and Timasius, was direct
ed to recruit the numbers, and to revive the discipline, of the Ro
man legions. The formidable troops of barbarians marched under 
the ensigns of their national chieftains. The Iberian, the Arab, 
and the Goth, who gazed un each other with mutual astonish4 
ment, were enlisted in the service of the same prince; * and the 
renowned Alaric acquired, in the school of Theodusius, the knowl
edge of the art uf war, which he afterwards so fatally exerted for 
the destruction of Rome.1H> 

The emperor of the West, or, to speak more properly, his gen
eral Arbogastes, was instructed by the misconduct and misfortune 
of Maximus, how dangerous it might prove to extend the line of 
defence against a skilful antagonist, who was fr~e to press, or to 
suspend, to contract, or to multiply, his varIOUS methods of at
tack. 1lG Arbogastes fixed his station on the confines of Italy; the 
troops of Theodosius were permitted to occupy, without resist
ance, the provinces of Pannonia, as far as the foot of the Julian 
Alps; and even the passes uf the mountains were negligently, or 
perhaps artfully, abanduned to the bold invader. He descended 
from the hills, and beheld, with some astonishment, the formida4 
ble camp of the Gauls and Germans, that covered with arms and 
tents the open country which extends to the walls of Aquileia, and 
the banks of the Frigidus,1I7 or Cold River. U8 This narrow thea
tre of the wu.r, circumscribed by the Alps and the Adriatic, did 

• Gibbon has embodied the picturesque verses of Clandian : 
...• Nec tantis dissona lin~uis 

Turba, nee annorum cultu diversior unquam. 
Confluxit populus: totam pater undique secum 
Moverat Aururem: mixtis hie Colehul> Ibcris. 
Hie mitra velatus Arabs, hIe crine decOlo 
Arm~'niu:!, hic (lids Saces, fucataque Medus, 
Ric gemmata mger tentoria fu:erllt Indu8.-De Laud. StU. i. 145.-M. 
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Ilot allow 'much room for the operations of military skill ~ the 
spirit of Arbogastes would have disdained a pardon; his gUIlt ex
t.anguished the hope of a negotiation; and 'l'heodosius waH impa
tient to satisfy his glory and revenge, by the chastisement of the 
assassins of Valentinian. Without weighing the natmul and arti
ficial obstacles that opposed his efforts, the emperor of tlle East 
immediately attacked the fortifications of his rivals, assigned the 
post of honorable danger to the Goths, and cherished a secret 
wish, that the bloody conflict might diminish the pride and nurn w 

bers of the conquerors. Ten thousand of those auxiliaries, and 
Bacurius, general of the roerians, died bravely on the field of bat· 
tIe. But the victory was not pur[;haseci hy their blood -; t1le Gaulll 
maintained their advantage; and the approach of night protected 
the disorderly flight, or retreat, of the troops of Theodosius. Tlui 
emperor retired to the adjacent hills; where he passed a discon. 
solate night. without sleep. without provisions, and without 
hopes; 119 except that strong assurance, which, under the most 
desperate circumstances, the independent mina. may derive from 
the contempt of fortune and of life. The triumph of Eugenius 
was celebrated by the insolent and dissolute joy of his camp; 
whilst the active and vigilant Arbogastes secretly detached a con
siderable body.;:)f troops to occupy the passes of the mountains, 
and to encompass the rear of the Eastern army. The dawn of day 
discovered to the eyes of Theodosius the extent and the extremity 
of his danger; but his apprehensions were soon dispelled, by a 
friendly message from the leaders of those troops who expressed 
their inclination to desert the standard of the tyrant. The honor
able and lucrative rewards, which they ~tipulated as the price of 
their perfidy, were e:ranted without hesitation; and as ink and 
paper could not easIly be procured, the emperor subscribed, on 
his own tablets, the ratificatiun of the treaty. The spirit of his 
soldiers was revived by this seasonable re-enforcement; and they 
again marched, with confidence, to surprise the camp of a tyranf, 
whose principal officers appeared to distrust, either the justice or 
the success of his arms. In the heat of the battle, a violent tem
pest,120 such as is often felt among the Alps, suddenly arose from 
the East. The army of Theodosius was sheltered by their posi
tion from the impetuosity of the wind, which blew a cloud of 
dust in the faces of the enemy, disordered their ranks, wrested 
their weapons from their hands, and diverted, or repelled, their 
ineffectual javelins. This accidental advantage was skilful1y im
proved; the violence of the storm was magnified by the supersti. 
tious terrors of the Gauls; and they yielded without shame to the 
invisible powers of heaven, who seemed to mi1~tate on the side of 
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the pious emperor. His victory was decisive; and the deaths or 
his two rivals were distinguished only by the difference of their 
characters. The rhetorician Eugenius, who had almost acquired 
the dominion of the world, was reduced to implore the mercy of 
the conqueror; and the unrelenting soldiers separated his head 
from his body as he Jay prostrate at the feet of 'fheodosius. Ar. 
bogastes, after the loss of a battle, in which he had discharged 
the duties of a soldier and a general, wandered several days 
among the mountains. But when he was convinced that his 
cause was desperate, and his escape impracticable, the intrepid 
barbarian imitated the example of the ancient Romans: and turned 
his sword against his own breast. The fate of the empire was de
termined in a narrow corner of Italy ; and the legitimate succes
sor of the house of Valentinian embraced the archbishop of :Milan, 
and graciously received the submission of the provinces of the 
West. Those provinces were involved in the guilt of rebellion; 
while the inflexible courage of Ambrose alone had resisted the 
claims of successful usurpation. With a manly freedom, which 
might have been fatal to any other subject, the archbishop re
jected the gifts of Eugenius,* declined his correspondence, and 
withdrew himself from Milan, to avoid the odious presence of a 
tyrant, whose downfall he predicted in discreet and ambiguous 
language. The merit of Ambrose was applauded by the con
queror, who secured the attachment of the people by his alliance 
with the church; and the clemency of Theodosius is ascribed to 
the humane intercessioll of the archbishop of Milan. 121 

After the clefeat of Eugenius, the merit as well as the authority, 
of Theodosius was cheerfully acknowledged by all the inhabitants 
of the Roman world. The experience of his past conduct encour
aged the most pleasing expectations of his future reign; and the 
age of the emperor, which did not exceed fifty years, seemed to 
extend the prospect of the public felicity. His death, only four 
months after his victory, was considered by the people as an unfore
seen and fatal event, which destroyed, in a moment, the hopes of 
the rising generation. But the indulgence of ease and luxury had 
secretly nourished the principles of disease. all The strength of 
Theodosius was unable to support the sudden and violent transi
tion from the palace to the camp; and the increasing symptoms 
of a dropsy announced the speedy dissolution of the emperor. 
The opinion, and perhaps the ,interest, of the public had confirmed 

• Arbogastes and his emperor had openly espoused the Pagan party, according to 
Ambrose and Augustin. See Le Beau, v. 40. Beuzno (Histoil·e de la DestrnctioQ 
du Paganisme) is more full, and perhups somewat fanciful, on this remarkable re
action in favor of Paganism i but compare p. 116.-M. 
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the division of the Eastern and Western empires; and the two 
royal youths, Arcadius and Honorius, who had already obtained, 
from the tenderness of their father, the title of Augustus. were 
dpstined to fill the thrones of Constantinople and of Rome. 
Those princes were not permitted to share the danger and glory 
of the civil war; 123 but as soon as Theodosius had triumphed 
over his unworthy rivals, he called his younger son, Honorius, to 
enjoy the fruits of the victory, and to receive the sceptre of the 
West from the hands of his dying father. The arrival of Hono
rius at :Milan was welcomed by a splendid exhibition of the gamea 
of the Circus; and the emperor, though he was oppressed by the 
weight of his disorder, contributed by his presence to the public 
joy. But the remains of his strength VTere exhausted by the pain
ful effort which he made to assist at the spectacles of the morn
ing. Honorius supplied, during the rest of the day, the place of 
his father; and the great Theodosius expired in the -ensuing 
night. Notwithstanding the recent animosities of a civil war, his 
death was universally lamented. The barbarians, whom he had 
vanquished, and the churchmen, by whom he had been subdued, 
celebrated, with loud and sincere applause, the qualities of the 
deceased emperor, which appeared the most valuable in their eyes. 
The Romans were terrified by the impending dangers of a feeble 
and divided administration; and every disgraceful moment of 
the unfortunate reigns of Arcadius and Honorius revived the 
memory of their irreparable loss. 

In the faithful picture of the virtues of Theodosius, his imper
fections have not been dissembled; the act of cruelty, and the 
habits of indolence, which tarnished the glory of one of the great
est of the Roman princes. An historian, perpetually ad verse to 
the fame of Theodosius, has exaggerated his viceB and their per
nicious effects j he boldly asserts, that every rank of subjects im
itated the effeminate manners of their. sovereign; that every spe· 
cies of corruption polluted the course of public and private life; 
and that the feeble restraints of order and decency were insuffi
cient to resi&t the progress of that degenerate spirit, which sacri
nces, without a blush, the consideration of duty and interest to 
the base indulgence-of sloth and appetite. 124 The complaints 01 
contemporary writers, who deplore the increase of luxury, and de
pravation of manners, are commonly expressive of their peculiar 
temper and situation. There are few observers, who possess a 
clear and comprehensive view of the revolutions of society j and 
who are capable of discovering the nice and secret springs of 
action, which impel, in the same uniform direction, the blind and 
capricious passions of a multitude of inuividuals. If it can be 
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affirmed, with any degrfle of truth, that the lUxury of thft Romana 
was more shameless and dissolute in the reign of Theodosius than 
in the age of Constantine, perhaps, or of Augustus, the alteration 
cannot be ascribed to any beneficial improvements, which had 
gradually increased the stock of national riches. A long period 
of calamity or decay must have checked the industry, and dimin
ished the wealth, of the people; and their profuse luxury mu~t 
have been the result of that indolent despair, which enjoys the 
present hour, and declines the thoughts of futurity. The uncer
tain cundition of their property discouraged the subjects of Theo
dosius from engaging in those useful and labu/'ious undertakings 
which require an immediate expense, and promise a slow aud dis
tant advantage. The frequent examples of ruin and desolation 
tempted thern not to spare the remains of a patrimony, which 
might, every hour, become the prey of the rapacious Goth. And 
the mad prodigality which prevails in the confusion of a ship
wreck, or a siege, may serve to explain the progress of luxury 
amidst the misfortunes and terrors of a sinking nation. 

The effeminate luxury, WhICh infected the manners of courts 
and cities, had instilled a secret and destructive poison into the 
camps of the legions; and their degeneracy has been marked by 
the pen of a military writer, who had accurately studied the gen
uine and ancient principles of Roman discipline. It is the just 
and important observation of Vegetius, that the infantry was in
variably cuvered with defensive armor, from the foundation of the 
city, to the reign of the emperor Gratian. The relaxation of dis
cipline, and the disuse of exercise, rendered the soldiers less able, 
and less willing, to support the fatigues of the service j they com
plained of the weight of the armor, which they seldom woro: and 
they successively obtained the permission of laying aside both 
their cuirasses and their helmets. The heavy weapons of their 
ancestors, the short sword, and the formidable pilum, which had 
subdued the world, insensibly dropped from their feeble hands. 
As the use of the shield is incompatible with that of the bow, 
they reluctantly marched into the field j condemned to suffer 
either the pain of wounds, 01' the ignominy of flight, and always 
disposed to prefer the more shameful alternative. The cavalry of 
the Goths, the Huns, and the Alani, had felt the benefits, and 
adopted the use, of defensive armor j and, as they excelled jn the 
management of missile weapuns, they easily overwhelmed the 
naked and trembling legions, whose heads and breasts were ex
posed, without defence, to the arrows of the barbarians. The 
loss of armies, the destruction of cities, and the dishonor of th6 
Roman name, jne:fiectually solicited the successors of Gratian to 
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restore the helmets and the cuirasses to the infantry. The ener
vated soldiers abandoned their own and the public defpnce; and 
their pusillanimous indolence may be considered as the immediate 
Cl:Ouse of the downfall of the empire. 12& 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

FINAL DESTRUCTION OF PAGANISM.-INTRODUCTION OF TIIE WOR" 
SHIP OF SAINTS, AND RELICS, AMONG THE CIIRISTIANS. 

THE ruin of Paganism, in the age of Theodosius, is perhaps the 
only example of the total extirpation of any ancient and popular 
superstition; and may therefore deserve to be considered as a sin
gular event in the history of the human mind. The Christians, 
more especially the clergy, had impatiently supported the pru
dent delays of Constantine, and the equal toleration of the elder 
Valentinian; nor could they deem their conquest perfect or se
cure, as long as their adversaries were permitted to exist. The 
influence which Ambrose and his brethren had acquired over the 
youth of Gratian, and the piety of Theodosius, was employed to 
infuse the maxims of persecution into the breasts of their Imperial 
proselytes. Two specious principles of religious jurispnldence 
were establiRhed, from whence they deduced a direct and rigorous 
conclusion, against the subjects of the empire who still adhered to 
the ceremonies of their ancestors: tllat the magistrate is, in some 
measure, guilty of the crimes which he neglects to prohibit, or to 
punish; and, that the idolatrous worship of fabulous deities, llnd 
real dremons, is the most abominable crime against the supreme 
majesty of the Creator. The laws of Moses, and the examples of 
Jewish history,l were hastily, perhaps erroneously, applied, by 
the clergy, to the mild and universal reign of Christianity. 2 The 
zeal of the emperors was excited to vindicate their own honor, 
and that of the Deity: and the temples of the Roman world wero 
subverted, about sixty years after the conversion of Constantine. 

From the age of NumB. to tlie reign of Gratian, the Romans pre
s<>rved the regula.r succession of the several culleges of the sacer
dotal order. 3 Fifteen PONTIFFS exercised their supreme jurisdic
tion over all things, and persons, that were consecrated to the ser
vice of the gods; and the various questions which perpetually 
arose, in a loose and traditionary system, were submitteil to- the 
judgment of their holy tribunal. Fifteen gra"e and learned 
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AUGURS observeu the face of the heavens, and prescribed the 
actions of heroes, aecording to the flight of birds. Fifteen keep
ers of the Sibylline books (their name of QUINDECEMVIRS was de
rived from their number) occasionally consulted the history of 
future, and, as it should seem, of contingent, events. Six VES
TALS devoted their virginity to the guard of the sacred fire, 
and of the unknown pledges of the duration of Rome; which no 
mortal had been suffered to behold with impunity. 4 Seven Epu
LOS prepared the table of the gods, conducted the solemn proces
sion, and regulated the ceremonies of the annual festival. The 
three FLA:\IENS of Jupiter, of }1ars, and of Quirinus, were consid
ered as the peculiar ministers of the three most powerful deities, 
who watched over the fate of Rome and of the universe. The 
KING of the SACRIFICES represented the person of N uma, and of 
Ilis successors, in the religious functions, which could be per
formed only by royal hands. The confraternities of the SALLUiS. 
the LUPEIWALS, etc., practised such rites as might extort a smile 
of contempt from every reasonable man, with a lively confid~nce 
of recommending themselves to the favor of the immortal gods. 
The authority, which the Roman priests had formerly obtained in 
the counsels of the republic, was gradually aboli'3hed by the 
establishment of monarchy, and ~he removal of the seat of em
pire. But the dignity of their sacred character WU3 still pro
tected by the laws and manners of their country j and they still 
continued, more especially the college of pontiffs, to exercise in 
the capital, and ~ometimes in the provinces, the rights of their 
ecclesiastical and civil jurisdiction. Their robes of lmrple, chari
ots of state, and sumptuous entertainments, attracted the admira
tion of the people; and they received, from the consecrated lands, 
and the publlc revenue, an ample stipend, which liberally sup
ported the splendor of the priesthood, and all the expenses of the 
religious worship of the state. As the service of the altar was not 
incompatible with the command of armies, the Romans, after 
their consulships and triumphs, aspired to the place of pontiff, or 
of augur; the seats of Cicero f> and Pompey were filled, in the 
fourth century, by the most illustrious members of the senate; 
and the dignity of their birth reflected additional splendor on 
their sacerdotal character. The fifteen priests, who composed the 
college of pontiffs, enjoyed a more distinguished rank as the com
panions of their sovereign; and the Christian emperors conde
scended to accept the robe and ensigns, which were appropriated 
to t1le office of supreme pontiff. But when Gratian ascended the 
throne, more scrupulous -or more enlightened, he sternly rejected 
those profane symbols; ft applied to the service of the state, or QI 
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the church, the revenues of the priests and vestals; abolished 
their honors and immunities; and dissolved the ancient fabric of 
Roman superstition, which was supported by the opinions and 
habits of eleven hundred years. Paganism was still the constitu
tional religion of the senate. The hall, or temple, in which they 
assembled, was adorned by the statue and altar of Victory ; 7 a 
majestic female standing on a globe, with flowing garments, ex
panded wings, and a crown of laurel in her outstretched hand. I; 
The senators were sworn on the altar of the goddess to observe 
the laws of the emperor and of th" empire; and a solemn offering 
of wine and incense was the orninary prelude of their public de

. liberations. g The removal of ~his ancient monument was the only 
injury which Constantius had offered to the superstition of the 
Romans. The altar of Victory was again restored by Julian, toler
ated by Valentini un, and once more banished from the senate by 
the zeal of Gratian. 10 But the emperor yet spared the statues of 
the gods which were exposed to the public veneration: four hun
dred and twenty-four temples, or chapels, still remained to satisfy 
the devotion of the people; and in every quarter of Home the 
delicacy of the Christians was offended by the fumes of idolatrous 
sacrifice. 11 

But the Christians formed the least numerous party in the sen
ate of Rome ~ III and it was only by their absenc(>, that they could 
express their dissent from the legal, though profane, acts of a Pa
gan majority. In that assembly, the dying embers of freedom 
were, for a moment, revived and inflamed by the breath of fanati
cism. Four respectable deputations were successIvely voted to 
the Imperial court,13 to represent the grievances of the priesthood 
and the senate, and to solicit the restoration of the altar of Vic
tory. The conduct of this important business was intrusted to 
the eloquent Symmachus, a a wealthy and noble senator, who 
united the sacred characters of pontiff and augur with the civil 
dignities of proconsul of Africa and prrefect of the city. The 
breast of Symmachus was animated by the warmest zeal for the 
cause of expiring Paganism; and his religious antagonists lament
ed the abuse of his genius, and the inefficacy of his moral vir
tues. 16 The orator, whose petition is extant to the emperor Val~ 
entinian, was conscious of the difficulty and danger of the office 
which he had assumed. He cautiously avoids every topic which 
might appear to reflect on the religion of his sovereign; humbly 
declares, that prayers and entreaties are his only arms; and art
fully draws his arguments from the schools of rhetoric, rather 
than from those of philosophy. Symmachus endeavors to seduce 
the imagination ofa young prince, by displaying the attributes of 
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the goddess of victory; he insinuates, that the confiscation of ths 
revenues, which were consecrated to the service of the gods, was 
a measure unworthy of his liberal and disinterested character; 
and he maintains, that the Roman sacrific~s would be deprived of 
their force and energy, if they were no longer celebrated at the 
expense, as well as in the name, of the republic. Even scepticism 
is made to supply an apology for superstition. The great and in
comprehensible secret of the universe eludes the inquiry of man. 
Where reason cannot instruct, custom may be permitted to guide ; 
antI every nation seems to consult the dictates of prudence, by a 
faithful attachment to those rites and opinions, which have re
ceived the sanction of ages. If those ages have been crowned with 
glory and prosperity, if the devout people have frequently ob
tained the blessings which they have solicited at the altars of the 
gods, it must appear still more advisable to persist in the same 
salutary practice; and not to risk the unknown perils that may 
attend any rash innovations. The test of antiquity and success 
was applied with singular advantage to the religion of Numa; 
and ROME herself, the celestial genius that presided over the fates 
of the city, is introduced by the orator to plead her own cause be
fore the tribunal of the emperors. "Most excellent princes,:' 
says the venerable matron, ., fathers of -your country! pity and 
respect my age, which has hitherto flowed in an uninterrupted 
course of piety. Since I do not repent, permit me to continue in 
the practice of my ancient rites. t:)ince I am born free, allow me 
to enjoy my domestic institutions. This religion has reduced the 
world under my laws. These rites have repelled Hannibal from 
the city, and the Gauls from the Capitol. Were my gray hairs 
reserved for such intolerable tlisgrace 1 I am ignorant of the new 
system that I am required to adopt; but I am well assured, that 
the correction of old age is always an ungrateful and ignominious 
office." 16 The fears of the people supplied what the discretion 
of the orator had suppressed; and the calamities, which affiicted, 
or threatened, the declining empire, were unanimously imputed, 
by the Pagans, to the new religion of Christ and of Constantine. 

But the hopes of Symmachus were repeatedly baffled by the firm 
and dexterous opposition of the archbishop of ~1ilan, who fortified 
the emperors against the fallacious eloquence of the advocate of 
Rome. In this controversy, Ambrose condescends to speak the 
language of a philosopher, and to ask, with some contempt, why 
it should be thought necessary to introduce an imaginary and in
visible power, as the cause of those victories, which were suffi
ciently explained by the valor and discipline of the legions. He 
justly derides the absurd reverence for antiquity, which could 
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only tend to discourage the improvements of art, and to rcplJmgo 
the human race into their original barbarism. From thcnce~ 
gradually rising to a more lofty and theological tone, he pro· 
nounces: that Christianity alone is the doctrine of truth and @ulv8' 
tion ~ and that every mode of Polytheism conducts its deluded 
votaries, through the paths of error, to the abyss of eternal perdi
tion.17 Arguments like these, when they were suggested by a 
favorite bishop, had power to prevent the restoration of th'l aUat 
of Victory ~ but the same- arguments fell, with much more energ'y 
and effect, from the mouth of a conqueror; and the gods of un
tiquity were dragged in triumph at the chariot-wheels of Theodo· 
sius. IS In a full meeting of the senate, the emperor proposed, ac
cording to the forms of the republic, the important question, 
Whether the worship of Jupiter, or that of Christ, should boe the 
religion of the Romans.* The liberty of suffrages, whip.h he 
affected to allow, was destroyed by the hopes and fears thnt his 
presence inspired; and the arbitrary exile of Symmachus was a 
recent admonition, that it might be dangerous to oppose the 
wishes of the monarch. On a regular division of the senate, 
Jupitcr was condemned and degraded by the sense of a very large 
majority; and it is rather surprising, that any members should be 
found bold enough to declare, by their speeches and votes, that 
they were still attached to the interest of an abdicated deity.lIJ 
The hasty conv~rsion of the senate must be attributed either to 
supernatural or to sordid motives; and many of these reluctant 
proselytes betrayed, on every favorablc occasion, their secret dis
position to throw aside the mask of odious dissimulation. But 
they were gradually fixed in the new religion, as the cause of the 

*M. Bengnot (in his Histoire de la Destmction du Paganisme en Occident, i. p. 
483-4.~3). qucstiODt'l, altogether, the truth of t~lis !'tatement. It is very n·m~tkabl~ 
that Zoslmus and Prudentius concnr in al;1sertIDg the fuct or the qlle::;tlOD bt'InI! f<o!* 
emuly lielihernted by tbe senate, though with directly oppol"ite re-nlts. Zosimus 
declares that the majority of the assembly adhered to the ancient religion of Rome; 
Gibbon has adopter\ the authority of Prndentius. who, as a Lathl wrIter, though Ii. 
poet. deserves more credit than the Grt'ck historian. Both COilcur in placing thi!l 
scene after the second triumph of Theodosiu.':!; but it has been almust demonl'trated 
(a.nd Gibbon-see the preceding note-seems to have acknowledge~ thi~) by ~Ilgi and 
TllIcmont. that Theodosius did not visit Rome after the defeat of Eugemus. M. 
Beu<Tllot urges, with milch force. the improbability that the Christian emperor 
wouYd submit snch a question to the 8cnate, whose anthority wa~ nearly obsolete, 
except on one occnsi.m, which was almost hailed as an epocll in the restoration.91 
her ancient privileges. 'l'he silence of AmhroE'e and of Jerom on an event EO stnk· 
iug, lind redounding so much to the honor of Chrbtianity, is of considerable weight. 
:At Reugnot would ascrihe the whole scene to the poetic Imagination of Prudentius; 
but I must observe, that. however Pl'1ldentiua is sometimes elevated by the grand· 
eur of his suhject to vivid and eloquent languffge. this flight of invention would h6 
so ~nch bolder and more vigorout! than Ilbual with this poet, that I cannot but mp 
pose there must have been I'ome fouudation fur the story. though it may have beeu 
.xag~erllted by the poet, lind mlsreprel!cnted by the historian.-M. 
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ancient became more hopeless ; they yielded to the authority of 
the emperor, to the fashion of the times, and to the entreaties of 
their wives and children, ~o who were instigated and governed by 
the clergy of Rome and the monks of the East. The edifying ex
ample of the Anician family was soon imitated by the rest of the 
nobility: the Bassi, the Paullini, the Gracchi, embraced the Chris
tian religion; and "the luminaries of the world, the venerable 
assembly of Catos (such are the high-flown expressions of Pruden
tius) were impatient to strip themse~Yes of their pontifical gar
ment; to cast the skin of the old serpent, to assume the snowy 
robes of baptismal innoc'ence, and to humble the pride of the con# 
sular fasces before the tombs of the martyrs." The citizens,U 

who subsisted by their own industry, and the populace, who w~re 
supported by the public liberality, filled the churches of the 
Lateran, and Vatican, with an incessant throng of devout prose
lytes. The decrees of the senate, which proscribed the worship 
of idols, were ratified by the general consent of the Romans, ~~ the 
splendor of the Oapitol was defaced, and the solitary temples were 
abandoned to ruin and contempt. 23 Rome submitted to the yoke 
of the Gospel; and the vanquished provinces had not yet lost 
their reverence for the name and authority of Rome. * 

The filial piety.of the emperors themselves engaged them to pro
ceed, with some caution and tenderness, in the reformation of the 
eternal city. Those absolute monarchs acted with less regard to 
the prejudices of the provincials. The pious labor which had 
been suspended near twenty years since the death of Constan
tius,24 was vigorously resumed, and finally accomplished, by the 
zeal of Theodosius. Whilst that warlike prince yet struggled 
with the Goths, not for the glory, but for the safety, of the re
public, he ventured to offend a considerable party of his subjects, 
by some acts which might perhaps secure the protection of 
Heaven, but which must seem rash and unseasonable in the eye of 
human prudence. The success of his first experiments against' 
the Pagans encouraged the pious emperor to reiterate and enforce 
his edicts of proscription: the same laws wlIich had been origin

• M, Beugnot is more correct in his general estimate of the measures enforced by
Theodosius for the abolition of Pa~anism. 'He !!eized (according to ZOf;imus) the 
funds bestowed by the public for tne expent'e of flacrifices. The publIc sacrifices 
ceased, not becaul>e they were positively prohibited, but because the public treas
ury would no longer bear the expense. 'I'he publie and the priv.lte sacrifices in the 
provinces, which were 1I0t under the same regulations with those of the capital,
continued to take place. In Rome itself. many Pagan ceremonies, which were 
without sacrifice, remained in full force. The ~ods, therefore, were invoked, the 
temples were frequented, the pontificates inscrIbed, according to ancient uS8jI;e,
among the family titles of hOllor; and it cannot be asserted that idolatry was com
pletely destroyed by Theodoeiu8. See Bengnot, p. 491.-M. 
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ally published in the provinces of the East, were applied, after the 
defeat of Maximu8, to the whole extent of the 'Western empire; 
and every victory of the orthodox Theodosius contributed to the 
triumph of the Christian and Catholic faith.2s He attacked 
superstition in her most vital part, by prohibiting the use of sacri
fices, which he declared to be criminal as well as infamous; and if 
the terms of his edicts more strictly condemned the impious curi
osity which examined the entrails of the victims,1I6 every subse
quent explanation tended to involve in the same guilt the general 
practice of immolation, which essentially constituted the religion 
of the Pagans. As the temples had been erected for the purpose 
of sacrifice, it was the duty of a benevolent prince to remove from 
his subjects the dangerous temptation of offending against the 
laws which he had enacted. A special commission was granted 
to Cynegius, the Prretorian prrefect of the East, and afterwards to 
the counts Jovius and Gaudentius, two officers of distinguished 
rank in the West; by which they were directed to shut the tem
ples, to seize or destroy the instruments of idolatry, to abolish 
the privileges of the priests, and to confiscate the consecrated 
property for the benefit of the emperor, of the church, or of the 
al"my.21 Here the desolation might have stopped: and the naked 
edifices, which were no longer employed in the service of idolatry, 
might have been protected from the destructive rage of fanati
cism. Many'of those temples were the most splendid and beauti
ful monuments of Grecian architecture: and the emperor himself 
was interested not to deface the splendor of his own cities, or to 
diminish the value of his own possessions. Those stately edifices 
might be suffered to remain, as so many lasting trophies of the 
victory of Christ. In the decline of the arts they might be use
fully converted into magazines, manufactures: or places of public 
assembly: and perhaps, when the walls of the temple had been 
sufficiently purified by holy rites, the worship of the true Deity 
might be allowed to expiate the ancient guilt of idolatry. But 
as long as they subsisted, the Pagans fondly cherished the secret 
hope, that an auspicious revolution, a second Julian, might again 
restore the altars of the gods: and the earnestness with which 
they addressed their unavailing prayers to the throne,28 increased 
the zeal of the Christian reformers to extirpate, without mercy, 
the root of superstition. The laws of the emperors exhibit some 
symptoms of a milder disposition: 29 but their cold and languid 
efforts were insufficient to stem the torrent of enthusiasm and 
rapine, which was conducted, or rather impelled, by the spiritual 
rulers of the church. In Gaul, the 110ly :Martin, bishop of Tours,lo 
marched at the head of his faithful monks to destroy the idols) 

http:al"my.21
http:faith.2s


302 THE DECLINE .A..L~D FALL 

the temples, and toe consecrated trees of his extensive dioceEe ; 
and, in the execution of this arduous task, the prudent reader will 
judge whether Martin was supported by the aid of miraculous 
powers, or of carnal weapons. In Syria, the divine and excellent 
}Iarcellus,31 as he is styled by Theodoret, a bishop animated with 
apostolic fervor, resolved to level with the gnmnd the stately 
temples within the diocese of Apamea. His attack was resisted 
by the skill and solidity with which the temple of Jupiter had 
been constructed. The building was seated on an eminence: on 
each of the four sides, the lofty roof was supported by fifteen 
massy columns, sixteen feet in circumference; and the large 
stones, of which they were composed, were firmly cemented with 
lead and iron. The force of the strongest and sharpest tools had 
been tried without effect. It was found necessary to undermine 
the founnations of the columns, which fell down as soon as the 
temporary wooden props had been consumed with fire; and the 
difficulties of the enterprise are described under the allegory of a 
black dmmon, who retarded, though he could not defeat, the oper
ations of the Christian engineers. Elated with victory, Marcellus 
took the field in person against the powers of darkness; a numer
ous troop of soldiers and gladiators marched under the episcopal 
banner, and he successively attacked the villages and country 
temples of the diocese of Apamea. Whenever any resistance or 
danger was apprehended, the champion of the faith, whose lame
ness would not allow him either to fight or fiy, placed himself at a 
.!onvenient distance, beyond the reach of darts. But this pru·· 
dence was the occasion of his death: he was surprised and slain 
by a body of exasperated rustics; and the synod of the province 
pronounced, without hesitation, that the holy :Marcellus had sac
rificed his life in the cause of God. In the support of this cause, 
the monks, who rushed, with tumultuous fury from the desert, 
distinguished themselves by their zeal and diligence. They pre-_ 
served the enmity of the Pagans; and some of them might de
serve the reproaches of avarice and intemperance; of avarice, 
which they gratified with holy plunder, and of intemperance, 
which they indulged at the expense of the people, who foolishly 
admired their tattered garments, loud psalmody, and artificial 
paleness. 32 A small number of temples was protected by the 
fears, the venality, the taste, or the prudence, of the civil and 
ecclesiastical governors. The temple of the Celestial Venus at 
Carthage, whose sacred precincts formed a circumference of two 
miles, was judiciously converted into a Christian church; 3S and a 
similar consecration has preserved inviolate the majestic dome of 
the Pantheon at Rome. Sf But in almost every province of the. 
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Roman wOrld, an army of fanatics, without authority, and without 
discipline, invaded the peaceful inhabitants; and the ruin of the 
fairest structures of antiquity still displays the ravages of those 
barbarians, who alone had time and inclination to execute such 
laborious destruction, 

In this wide and variolls prospect of devastation, the spectator 
may distinguish the ruins of the temple of Serapis, at Alexan
dria.36' Serapis does not a})pear to have been one of the native 
gods or monsters, who sprung from the fruitful soil of supersti
tious Egypt,36 The first of the Ptolemies had been commanded. by 
a dream, to import the mysterious stranger from the coast of Pon
tus, where he had been long adored by the inhabitants of Si
nope; but his attributes and his reign were so imperfectly under
stood, that it became a subject of dis}JUte, whether he rcpreswted 
the bright orb of day, or the gloomy monarch of the subterraneous 
regions. 37 The Egyptians, who were obst.inately devoted to the 
religion of their fathers, refused to admit this foreign deity 
within the walls of their cities. 38 But the obsequious priests, 
who were seduced by the liberality of the ftolemies, submitted, 
without resistance, to the power of the god of Pontus : an hon
orable and domestic genealogy was provided; and this fortunate 
usurper was introduced into the throne and bed of Osiris, 39 ~e 
husband of Isis, and the celestial monarch of Egypt. Alexan
dria, which claimed his peculiar protectioIi, gloried in the name 
of the city of Serapis. His temple, to which rivalled the pride 
and magnificence of the Capitol, was erected on the spacious 
summit of an artificial mount, raised one hundred steps above the 
level of the adjacent parts of the city; and the interiol' cavity 
was strongly supported by arches, and distributed into vaults 
and subterraneous apartments. The consecrated buildings were 
surrounded by f\ quadrangular portico, the stately halls, and ex
quisite statues, displayed the triumph of the arts; and the treas
ures of ancient learning were preserved in the famous Alexandrian 
library, which had arisen with new splendor from its ashes. 41 

After the edicts of Theodosius bad severely prohibited the sacri
fices uf the Pagans, they were still tolerated in the city and tem
ple of Serapis; and this singular indulgence was imprudently as
cribed to the superstitious terrors of the Christians themselves; 
as if they had feared to abolish those ancient rites, which could 
alone secure the inundations of the Nile, the hn.rvests of Egypt, 
and the subsistence of Constantinople. 4~ 

At that time 43 the archiepiscopal throne of Alexandria was 
filled by Theophilus, H the perpetual enemy of peace and virtue; 
a bold, bad man, whose hands were alternately polluted with gold 
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and with blood. His pious indignation was excited by the honori 
of Serapis; and the insults which he offered to an ancient chapel 
of Bacchus,* convinced the Pagans that he meditated a more jm
portant and dangerous enterprise. In the tumultuous capital of 
Egypt, the slightest provocation was sufficient to inflame a civil 
war. The votaries of Serapis, whose strength and numbers were 
much inferior to those of their antagonists, rose in arms at the in
stigation of the philosopher Olympius, .0 who exhorted them to die 
in the defence of the altars of the gods. These Pagan fanatics forti
fied themselves in the temple, or rather fortress, of ~erapis; re
pelled the besiegers by daring sallies, and a resolute defence; and, 
by the inhuman cruelties which they exercised on their Christian 
prisol1ers, obtained the last consolation of despair. Tp~ efforts 
of the prudent magistrate were usefully exerted for the tdtablish
ment of a truce, till the answer of Theodosius should determine 
the fate of ~erapis. The two parties assembled, without arms, in 
the principal square; and the Imperial rescript was publicly 
read. But when a sentence of destruction against the idols of 
Alexandria was pronounced, the Christians sent up a shout of joy 
and exultation, whilst the unfortunate Pagans, whose fury had 
given way to consternation, retired with hasty and silent steps, 
and eluded, by their flight or obscurity, the resentment of their 
enemies. Theophilus proceeded to demolish the temple of Sera
pis, without any other difficulties, than those w11ich he found in 
the weight and solidity of the materials: but these obstaeles 
proved so insuperable, that he was obliged to leave the founda
tions; and to content himself with reducing the edifice itself to a 
heap of rubbish, a part of which was soon afterwards cleared 
away, to make room for a chmch, erected in honor of the Chris
tian martyrs. The valuable library of Alexandria was pillaged or 
destroyed; and near twenty years afterwards, the al?pearance of 
the empty shelves excited the regret and indignatIOn of every 
spectator, whose mind was not totally darkened by religious preju
dice. 45 The compositions of ancient genius, so many of which 
have irretrievably perished, might surely have been excepted from 
the wreck of idolatry, for the amusement and instruction of suc
ceeding ages; and either the zeal or the avarice of the arch1ishop,41 
might have been satiated with the rich spoils, which were the re
ward of his vi<;tory. 'Vhile the images and vases of gold and 
silver were carefully melted, and those of a less valuahle metal 
were contemptuously broken, and cast into the streets, Theophi
Ius labored to axpose the frauds and vices of the ministers of the 

'" No doubt a temple of Osiris. St. Martin, iv. 398.-M. 
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idols; their dexterity in the management of the loadstone; their 
secret methods of introducing a human actor into a hollow statue; * 
and their scandalous abuse of the oonfidence of devout husbands 
and unsuspecting females.'- 8 Charges like these may seem to de
serve some degree of credit, as they are not repugnant to the 
crafty and interested spirit of superstition. But the same spirit 
is equally prone to the base practice of insulting and calumniating 
a fallen enemy; and our belief is naturally checked by the reflec
tion, that it is much less difficult to invent a fictitious story, than 
to support a practical fraud. The co10ssal statue of Serapis 49 was 
involved in the ruin of his temple and religion. A great number 
of plates of different metals, artificially joined together, composed 
the majestic figure of the deity, who touched on either side the 
walls of the sanctuary. The aspect of Serapis, his sitting pos
ture, ~nd -the ~eptre, which he bore in his left hand, were ex
tremely similar to the ordinary representations of Jupiter. He 
was distinguished from Jupiter by the basket, or bushel, which 
was placed on his hea<:J. j and by the emblematic monster, whivh 
he held in his right hand; the head and body of a serpent branch
ing into three tails, which were again terminated by the triple 
heads of a dog, a lion, and a wolf. It was. confidently affirmed, 
that if any impious hand sJlOuld dare to violate the majesty of the 
god, the heavens and the earth would instantly return to their 
original chaos. An intrepid soldier, animated by zeal, and armed 
with a weighty battle-axe, ascended the ladder; and even the 
Christian multitude expected, with some anxiety, the event of the 
combat. ~o He aimed a vigorous stroke against the cheek of Ser
apis ; the check fell to the ground; the thunder was still silent, 
and both the heavens and the earth continued to preserve their ac
customed order and tranquillity. The victorious soldier repeated 
his blows: the huge idol was overthrown, and broken in pieces; 
and the limbs of Serapis were ignominiously dragged through the 
streets of Alexandria. His mangled carcass was burnt in the 
Amphitheatre, amidst the shouts of the populace; and many per
sons attributed their conversion to this discoycry of the impo
tence of their tutelar deity. The popular modes of religion, that 
propose any visible and material objects of worship, have the ad
vantage of adapting and famiHarizing themselvcs to the senses of 
mankind: but this ad\'antage is counterbalanced by the various 

*An En!!1ish traveller, J\fr. Wilkinson, hns rliscovered the f:'ecrrt of the vocal 
Menmon. There was a cavity in which n person was cOl!cenled. aud stl'llck a EtOllP, 
which gave a ringing sonnd like braf:1s. The Arab!', Whoftood bclow,,]H'u Mr. Wil
kinson performed the miracle, described the sonndjust as the author of the epigr.~m,
uS ,telA-KOlO TV1rEVTOS.-M. 
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and inevitable accidents to which the faith of the idolater is ex
posed. It is scarcely possible that, in every disposition of mind, he 
should preserve his implicit reverence for the idols, or the relics, 
which the naked eye and the profane hand are unable to dis
tinguish from the most common productions of art or nature; 
and if, in the hour of danger, their secret and miraculous virtue 
does not operate for their own preservation, he scorns the vain 
apologies of his priests, and justly derides the object, and the 
folly, of his superstitious attachment. 51 After the fall of Serapis, 
some hopes were still entertained by the Pagans, that the Nile 
would refuse his annual supply to the impious masters of Egypt; 
and the extraordinary delay of the inundation seemed to announce 
the dis~easure of the river-god. But this delay was soon com
pensated by the rapid swell of the waters. They suddenly rose to 
such an unusual height, as to comfort the discontented party with 
the pleasing expectation of a deluge; til] the peaceful river again 
subsided to the well-known and fertilizing level of sixteen cubits, 
or about thirty English feet. 52 

The temples of the Roman empire were' deserted, or destroyed; 
but the ingenious superstition of the Pagans still attempted to 
elude the laws of Thcodosius, by which all sacrifices had been 
severely prohibited. The inhabitants of the country, whose con
duct was less opposed to the eye of malicious curiosity, disguised 
their religious, under the appearance of C()nvivilll, meetings. On the 
days of solemn festivals, they assembled in great numbers uuder 
the spreading shade of some consecrated trees; sheep and oxen 
were slaughtered and roasted; and this rural entertainment was 
sanctified by the use of incense, and by the hymns which were 
sung in honor of the gods. But it was alleged, that, as no part 
of the animal was made a burnt-offe:ing, as no altar was provided 
to receive the blood, and as the previous oblation of salt cakes, 
and the concluding ceremony of libations, were carefully omitted, 
these festal meetings did not involve the guests in the guilt, or 
penalty, of an illegal sacrifice. 53 Whatever might be the truth of 
the facts, or the merit of the distinction,64 these vain pretences 
were swept away by the last edict of Theodosius, which inflicted 
a deadly wound on the superstition of the Pagans. 65 * This pro. 

* Paganism maintainec1 its ground for a considerable time in the rural district.'!. 
Endelechius, a poet who lived at the beginniug of the fifth century, speaks of the 
cross as • 

Signum quod perhlbentessc cruris Dei, 
!Iagnis qui coIitur Bolus inurbibus. 

In the middle of the same centnrv, Maximus, bishop of Turin, writes a~ainst the 
heathen deities as if their wor~hip was still in full vigor in the neighborhood of 
his city. Augustine complains of the encouragement ot the Pagan ntes by heathen 
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hibjtory law is expressed in the most absolute and comprehensive 
terms. " It is our will and pleasure," says the emperur, "that 
none of our subjects, whether magistrates or private citizens, how~ 
e\'er exalted or however humble may be their rank and condition, 
shall presume, in any city or in any place, to worship an inani
mate idol, by the sacrifice of a guiltless victim. The act of sac
rificing, and the practice of divination by the entrails of the vic
tim, are declared (without any regard to the object of the inquiry) 
a crime of lligh treason against the state, which can be expiated 
only by the death of the guilty. The rites of Pagan superstition, 
which might seem less bloody and atrocious, are abolished, as 
highly injurious to the truth and honor of religion; luminaries, 
garlands, frankincense, and libations of wine, are specially enu
merated and condemned; and the harmless claims of the do
mestie genius, of the housellOld gods, are included in this rigor
ous proscription. The use of any of these profane and illegal 
ceremonies, subjects the offender to the forfeiture of the house or 
estate, where they have been performed; and if he has artfully 
chosen the property of another for the scene of his impiety, he is 
compelled to discharge, without delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five 
pounds of gold, or more than one thousand pounds sterling. A 
fine not less considerable, is imposed on the connivance of the 
secret enemies of religion, who shall neglect the duty of their re
spective stations, either to reveal, or to punish, the guilt of idol
atry. Such was the persecuting spirit of the laws of Theodosius, 
which were repeatedly enforced by his sons and grandsons, with 
the loud and unanimous applause of the Christian world. 66 

In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletian, Christianity had 
been proscribed, as a revolt from the ancient and hereditary re
ligion of the empire; and the unjust sUlSpicions which were en
tertained of a dark and dangerous faction, were, in some measure, 
countenanced by the inseparable union and rapid conquests of the 
Catholic church. But the same excuses of fear and ignorance 

lanuowners; and Zeno of Verona, stilllatcr, reproves the apathy of the Christian 
proprietors in conniving at thi.. nbnse. lCompare Neander, Ii. p. 169.) ],I. Beugnot 
!'hows that this was the <.'a"C throughout the north Rnd centre of Italy Ilnd in Sicily. 
But neither of these authors has adverted to one fact, which mu:,t have tended 
greatly to retard the progress of Chli~til\nity in these quarters. It was 81m chiefly 
a slave population which cultivated the soil; and however, in the towns, the het
ter cla~s of Chri,.tians might be cager to communicate ., the blessed liberty of the 
gospel" to thIS class of mankind; however tllCir c('Dllitioll could not but be silently
ameliorated by the humanizing influence of ChrIstianity; yet, on the whole, 110 
doubt the servile class would be the least tltte<11o receive lhe gOi"pel; nnd its gen
eral propagation among them would I>e embarras:>ed by mllny peculiar dIfficulties. 
The rural population was probably not entirdy convertl'd before the general estab
lishment of the monastic institutlOns. Compare Q.uRlterly Review of Beu~not. 
vol.lvii. p. 52.-M. 
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cannot be applied to the Christian emperors who violated the pre
cepts of humanity and of the gospel. The experience of ages 
had betrayed the weakness, as well as folly, of Paganism; the 
light of reason and of faith had already exposed, to the greatest 
part of mankind, the vanity of idols; and the declining sect, 
which still adhered to their worship, might have been permitted 
to enjoy, in peace and obscurity, the religious customs of their 
ancestors. Had the Pagans been animated by the undaunted zeal 
which possessed the minds of the primitive believers, the triumph 
of the church must have been stained with blood; and the mar
tyrs of Jupiter and Apollo might have embraced the glorious op
portunity of devoting their Jives and fortunes at the foot of their 
altars. But such obstinate zeal was not congenial to the loose 
and careless temper of Folytheism. The violent and repeated 
strokes of the crthouox princes were broken by the soft and yield
ing substance against which they were directed; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans protected them from the pains and pen
alties of the Theodosian Code. 57 Instead of asserting, that the 
authority of the gods was superior to that of the emperor, they 
desisted, with a plaintive murmur, from the use of those sacred 
rites which their sovereign had condemned. If they were sl)me
times tempted by a sany of passion, or by the hopes of conceal
ment, to indulge 'heir favorite superstition, their humble repent
ance disarmed the severity of the Christian magistrate, and they 
seldom refused to atone for their rashness, by submItting, with 
some secret reluctance, to the yoke of the Gospel. The churches 
were filled with the increasing multitude of these unworthy pros
elytes, who had conformed, from temporal motives, to the reign
ing religion; and whilst they devoutly imitated the postures, 
and recited the prayers, of the faithful, they satisfied their con
science by the silent and sincere invocation of the gods of antiq
uity.58 If the Pagans wanted patience to suffer, they wanted 
spirit to resist; and the scattered myriads, who deplored the ruin 
of the temples, yielded, without a contest, to the fortune of their 
adversaries. The disorderly upposition 59 of the peasants of Syria, 
and the populace of Alexandria, to the rage of private fanaticism, 
was silenced by the name and authOrIty uf the emperor. The 
Pagans of the "Vest, without contributing to the elevation of Eu
genius, disgraced, by their partial attachment, the cause and 
character of the usurper. The clergy vehemently exclaimed, that 
he aggravated the crime of rebellion by the guilt of apostasy; 
that, by his permission, the altar of Victory was again restored; 
and that the idolatrous symbols of Jupiter and IIercules were di~ 
played in the field, against the invincible standard of the cross. 



OF THE ROMAN E:\IPIRE. 309 

nut the vain hopes of the Pagans were soon annihilated by the 
defeat of Eugenins; and they were left exposed to the resentment 
{)f the conqueror, who labored to deserve the favor of Heaven by 
the extirpation of idolat.ry.60 

A nation of slaves is always prepared to applaud the clemency 
0f their master, who, in the abuse of absolute power, does not pro
ceed to the last extremes of injustice and oppression. Theodo
sins might undoubtedly have proposed to his Pagan subjects the 
alternative of baptism or of death; and the eloquent Libanius has 
praised the moderation of a prince who never enacted, by any pos
iti'Ve ].aw, that all l~is subjects should immediately embrace and 
practise the religion of their sovereign. Gl The profession of 
Christianity was not made an essential qualification for the enjoy
ment of the civil rights of society, nor were any peculiar hard
ships imposed on the sectaries, who credulously received the fa
bles of Ovid, and obstinately rejected the miracles of the Gospel. 
The palace, the schools, the army, and the senate, were filled with 
declared and devout Pagans; they obtained, without distinction~ 
the civil and military honors of the empire.* Theodosius dis
tinguished his liberal regard for virtue and genius by the consu
lar dignity, which he bestowed on Symmachus ;6~ and by the per
sonal friendship which he expressed to Libanius ;63 and the two 
eloquent apologists of Paganism were never required either to 
change or to dissemble their religious opinions. The Pagans were 
indulged in the most licentious freedom of speech and writing; 

• The mO!~t remarkable instance of this, at a much later period, OCCUl'!! in the 
per!'on of Mel"obaude~, a general and a poet, who flourished in the first half of the 
fifth centnry. A sratue in honor of Merobaudes was placed in the Forum of Tra
jan, of whkh the imcription is still extant. Fragments of bis poems have been 
recovered by the industry and E'agacity of Niebuhr. In one {>ast'age, Merobaude!:', 
in the ~elll1inc heathen spirIt, attnbutelJ the ruin 01 the empIre to the abolition of 
PbgllmlSm. and almost renewtl the old accusation of Atheism IIgnin!.'t Chrif'tianity. 
Be imper~onates fome deH,", prohably DiHcord, who f.ummons Bellona to take annB 
for tho dl'stnlction of Ronie; and in a strain of fierce irony recommends to her, 
among Othel' latal measures, to extirpate the gods of Rome: . 

Roma, ipsiquo tremant furia1ia murmura reges. 

Jam sllpero:3 terris atque ho~pita numina pelle:

Romanos populure ])eos et 71ulllls in aris 
Vestcee;{)oratre.fotu8 a/rue paileatig71is.
Bis inRtrncta doUs palatla cel~a I'ubibo ; 
Majorum mores, et pectora prit'ca fugabo 
Funditns; ntque simnl, nullo discrimme rerum 
Spernantnr fortes, nec sic revcrentia justis, 
Attica npglecto pereat facnndia Phrebo : 
Indign is contingat lwn08, et pOlldera rerum; 
Non virtu8SC!t caSHS agat; tristisqne cupido;
Pectorihus E'revi demcns fnror re~tuet revi ; 
Omniaque !trec sine mente .[o1:i.~, ~ine n1lminr 8Ummo. 

llercbaucles in Niebuhr's edit. of the ByzUDtinetl, p. a.-M. 
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the historical and philosophic remainfO of Eunapius, Zosimus,8t 
ana the fanatIC teachers of the school of Plato, betray the most 
furious animosity, and contain the sharpest invectives, against 
the sentiments and conduct of their victorious adversaries. If 
these audacious libels were publicly known, we must applaud the 
good sense of the Christian princes, who viewed, with a smile of 
contempt, the last struggles of superstition and despair. 65 But 
the Imperial laws which prohibited the sacrifices and ceremonies 
of Paganism, were rigidJy executed; and every hour contributed 
to destroy the influence of a l'cligion, which was supported by 
custom, rather than by argument. The devotion of the poet, Of 

the philosopher, may be secretly nourished by prayer, meditation, 
and study; but the exercise of public worship appears to be the 
only solid foundation of the religious sentiments of the people, 
which derive their force from imitation and habit. The inter
ruption of that public exercise may consummate, in the period of 
a few years, the important work of a national revolution. The 
memory of theological opinions cannot long be preserved, witholtt 
the artificial helps of priests, of temples, and of books. 66 The 
ignorant vulgar, whose minds are still agitated by the blind 
hopes and terrors of superstition, will be soon persuaded by their 
superiors to direct their vows to the reigning deities of the age; 
and will insensibly imbibe an ardent zeal for the support and 
propagation of the new doctrine, which spiritual hunger at first 
compelled them to accept. The generation that aro~e in the world 
after the promulgation of the Imperial laws, was attracted within 
the pale of the Catholic church: and so rapid, yet so gentle, was 
the fall of Paganism, that only twenty-ei~ht ycars after the death 
of Theodosius, the faint and minute vestIges were no longer visi
ble to the eye of the legislator. 61 

The ruin of the Pagan reli~ion is described by the sophists as a 
dreadful and amazing prodigy, which ·covcred the earth with 
darkness, and restored the ancient dominion of chaos and of 
night. They relate, in solemn and pathetic strains, that the tem
ples were converted into sepulchres, and that the holy places 
which had been adorned by the statnes of the gods, were baf'>ely 
polluted by the relics of Christian martyrs. 'I The monks" (a 
race of filthy animals, to whom Eunapius is tempted to refuse the 
name of men) " are the authors of the new worship, which, in the 
place of those deities who are conceived by the understanding, has 
substituted the meanest and mo&t contemptible slaves. The 
heads, salted and pickled, of those infamous malefactors, who for 
the multitude of their crimes have suffered a ju~t and ignominious 
death;. their bodies, still marked by the impression of the lash, 
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and the scars of those tortures which were inflicted by the sen
tence of the magistrate; such" (continues Eunapius) "are the 
gons which the earth produces in our days; such are the martyrs, 
the supreme arbitrators of our prayers and petitions to the Deity, 
whose tombs are now consecrated as the objects of the veneration of 
the people." Without approving the malice, it is natural enough68 

to share the surprise of the sophist, the spectator of a revolution, 
which raised those obscure victims of the laws of Rome to the 
rank of celestial and invisible protectors of the Roman empire. 
The grateful respect of the Christians for the martyrs of the faith, 
was exalted, by time and victory, into religious adoration; and 
the~most illustrious of the saints and prophets were deservedly 
associated to the -honors of the martyrs. One hundred and fifty 
years after the glorious deaths of St. Peter and St. Paul, the Vat
ican and the Ostian road "were distinguished by the tombs, or 
rather by the trophies, of those spiritual heroes. 69 In the age 
which followed the conversion of Constantine, the emperors, the 
consuls, and the generals of armies, devoutly visited the sepulchres 
of a tentmaker and a fisherman; 70 and their venerable bones were 
deposited under the altars of Christ, on which the bishops of the 
royal city continually offered the unbloody sacrifice.71 The new 
capital of the Eastern world, unable to produce any ancient and 
domestic trophies, was enriched by the spoils of dependent prov
inces. The bodies of St. Andrew, St. Luke, and St. Timothy, 
llRd reposed near three hundred years in the obscure graves, 
from whence they were transported, in solemn pomp, to the church 
of the apostles, which the magnificence of Constantine had 
founded on the banks of the Thracian Bosphorus. 72 About fifty 
years afterwards, the same banks were honored by the presence 
of Samuel, the judge and prophet of the people of Israel. His 
ashes, deposited in a golden vase, and covered with a silken veil, 
were delivered by the bishops into each other's hands. The relics 
of Samuel were received by the people with the same joy and rev
erence which thev would have shown to the living prophet; the 
highways from Palestine to the gates of Constantinople, were 
filled with an uninterrupted procession; and the emperor Arca
dins himself, at the head of the most illustriolls members of the 
clergy and senate, advanced to meet his extraordinary guest, who 
had always deserved and claimed the homage of kings. 73 The 
example of Rome and Constantinople confirmed the faith and dis.
cipline of the Catholic world. The honors of the saints and mar
tyrs, after a feeble and ineffectual murmur of profane reason," 
were universally established; and in the age of Ambrose and 
Jerom, something was still deemed wanting to the sanctity of 8 
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Christian church, till it had been consecrated by some portion of 
holy relics, which fixed and inflamed the devotion of the faithful. 

In the long period of twelve hundred years which elapsed be
tween the reign of Constantine and the reformation of Luther, the 
worship of saints and relics corrupted the pure and perfect sitn
plicity of the Christian model : and some symptoms of degeneracy 
may be observed even in the first generations which adopted and 
cherished this pernicious innovation. 

I. The satisfactory experience, that the relics of saints were 
more valuable than gold or precious stones,16 stimulated the 
clergy to multiply the treasures of the church. Without much 
regard for truth or probability, they invented names for skeletons, 
and actions for names. The fame of the apostles, and of the holy 
men, who had imitated their virtues, was darkened by religious 
fiction. To th€. invincihle band of genuine and primitive mar
tyrs, they added myriads of imaginary heroes, who had never ex
isted except in the fancy of crafty or credulous legend aries : and 
there is reason to suspect that Tours mIght not be the only 
diocese in which the bones of a malefactor were adored, instead 
of those of a saint. 16 A superstitious practice, which tended to 
increase the temptations of fraud, and credulity, insensibly ex
tinguished the light of history, and of reason, in the Christian 
world. 

II. But the progress of superstition would have been much less 
rapid and victorious, if the faith of the people had not been as
sisted by the seasonable aid of visions and miracles, to ascertain 
the authenticity and virtue of the most suspicious relics. In the 
reign of the younger Theodosius, Lucian,17 a presbyter of J erusa
lem, and the ecclesiastical minister of the village of Capharga
mala, about twenty miles from the city, related a very singular 
dream, which, to remove his doubts, had been repeated on three 
successive Saturdays. A venerable figurc stood before him, in 
the silence of the night, with a long beard, a white robe, and a 
gold rod j announced himself by the name of Gamaliel, and re
vealed to the astonished presbyter that his own corpse, with the 
bodies of his son Abibas, his friend Nicodemus, and the illustrious 
Stephen, the first martyr of the Christian faith, were secretly 
bllried in the adjacent field. He added, with some impa.tience, 
that it was time to release himself and his companions from theit 
obscure prison j that their appearance would be salutary to a dis
tressed world j and that they had made choice of Lucian to in
form the bishop of Jerusalem of their situation and their wishes. 
The doubts and difficulties which still retarded this important 
dis«overy were successively removed by new visions; and the 
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ground was opened by the bishop, in the presence of an innumer
able multitude. The coffins of Gamaliel, of his son, and of his 
friend, were found in regular order; but when the fourth coffin, 
which contained the remains of Stephen, was shown to the light, 
the earth trembled, and an odor, such as that of paradiso, was 
smelt, which instantly cured the various diseases of seventy-three 
of the assistants. The companions of Stephen were left in their 
peaceful residence of Caphargamala: but the relics of the first 
martyr were transported, in solemn procession, to a church con
IItructed in their honor on }Iount Sion; and the minute particles 
of those relics, a drop of blood,78 or the scrapings of a bone, were 
acknowledged, in almost every province of the Roman world, to 
possess a divine and miraculous virtue. The grave and learned 
Augustin,711 whose understanding scarcely admits the excuse of 
credulity, has attested the innumerable prodigies which were 
performed in Africa by the relic:; of St. Stephen; and this mar
vellous narrative is inserted in the elaborate work of the City of 
God, which the bishop of Hippo designed as a solid and immortal 
proof of the truth of Christianity. Augustin solemnly declares 
that he has selected those miracles only which were publicly cer
tified by the persons who were either the objects, or the specta
tors, of the power of the martyr. l\Iany prodigies were omitted, 
or forgotten; and Hippo had been less favorably treated than the 
other cities of the province. And yet the bishop enumerates 
ahove seventy miracles, of which three were resurrections from 
the dead, in the space of two years, and within the limits of his 
own diocese. 80 If we enlarge our view to all the dioceses and all 
the saints, of the Christian world, it will not be easy to calculate 
the fables. and the errors. which issued from this inexhaustible 
source. But we may surely be allowed to observe, that a miracle, 
in that age of superstition find credulity, lost its name and its 
merit, since it could scarcely be considered as a deviation from 
the ordinary and established laws of nature. 

III. The innumerable miracles, of which the tombs of the mar
tyrs were the perpetual theatre, revealed to the pious heliever 
the actual state and constitution of the invisible world; and his 
religious specula.tions appeared to be founded 011 the firm basis of 
tact and experience. 'Whatever might be the condition of vulgar 
souls, in the long interval between the dissolution and the re~i.lr
fection of their bodies, it was evident that the superior spirits of 
the saints and martyrs did not consume that portion of their exi8t· 
ence in silent and inglOlious sleep.81 It was evident (without pre
Imming to determine the place of their habitation, or the nature 
t)f their felicity) that they enjoyed the lively and. active consciou~· 
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ness of their happiness, their virtue, and their powers; and that 
they had already secured the possession of their eternal reward. 
The enlargement of their intellectual faculties surpassed the meas
ure of the human imagination; since it was proved by e;;cperience 
that they were capable of hearing and understanding the various 
petitions of their numerous votaries; who, in the same moment 
of time, but in the most distant parts of the worlel, invoked the 
name and assistance of 8tephcn or of ?tlttrtin. 82 The confidence 
of their petitioners was founded on the persuasion, that the saints, 
who reigned with Christ, cast an eye of pity upon earth; that 
they were warmly interested in the prosperity of the Catholic 
church; and that the individuals, who imitated the example of 
their faith and piety, were the peculiar and favorite objects of 
their most tender regard. Sometimes, indeed, their friendship 
might be influenced by considerations of a less exalted kind: 
they viewed, with partial affection, the places which had }-leen 
consecrated by their birth, their residence, their death, their 
burial, or the possession of their relics. The meaner passions of 
pride, avarice, and revenge, may be deemed unworthy of a celes
tial breast; yet the saints themselves condescended to testify their 
grateful approbation of the liberality of their votaries; and the 
sharpest bolts of punishment were hurled against those impious 
wretches, who violated their magnificent shrines, or disbelieved 
their supernatural power. 83 Atrocious, indeed, must have been 
the guilt, and strange would have been the scepticism, of those 
men, if they had obstinately resisted the proofs of a divine agency, 
which the elements, the whole range of the animal creation, and 
even the subtle and invisible operations of tha human mind, were 
compelled ·to obey.84 The immediate and almost instantaneous, 
eiIp,cts that were supposed to follow the prayer, or the offence, 
satisfied the Christians of the ample measure of favor and authority 
which the saints enjoyed iL the presence of the Supreme God " 
and it seemed almost superfluous to inquire whether they were 
continually obliged to intercede before the throne of grace; or 
whether they might not be permitted to exercise, according to the 
dictates of their benevolence and justice, the delegated powers of 
their subordinate ministry. The imagination, which had been 
raised by a painful effort to the contempiLtion and worship of the 
Universal Cause, eagerly embraced snch inferior objects of adora
tion as were more proportioned to its gross conceptions and imper
fect faculties. 'fhe sublime and simple theology of the primitive 
Christians was gradually corrupted; and the MONARCHY of heaven, 
already clouded by metaphysical subtleties, was degraded by tke 
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introduction of 0. popular mythology, which tended to restore the 
reign of Polytheism. ~~ 

IV. As the objects of religion were gradually reduced to the 
standard of the imagination, the rites :md ceremonies were intro
duced that seemed most powerfully to affect the sonst'S of the 
vulgar. If, in the beginning of the fifth century, ~6 Tertullian, or 
Ll1ctantius,87 had been suddenly raised from the dead, to assist at 
the festival of some popular saint or martyr,88 they would have 
gnzed with astonishment and indignation on the profane spectacle 
which had succeeded to the pure and spiritual worship of a Chris
tian congregation. As soon as the doors of the church were 
thrown open, they must have been offended by the smoke of in
cense, the perfume of flowers, and the glare of lamps and tapers, 
which diffused at noonday, a gaudy, superfluous, and, in their 
opinion, a sacrilegious light. If they a pproached the balustrado 
of the altar, they made their way through the prostrate crowd, 
consisting, for the most part, of strangers and pilgrims who re
sorted to the city on the vigil of a feast; and who already felt 
the strong intoxication of fanaticism, and, perhaps, of wine. 
Their devout kisses were imprinted on tIle walis and pavement of 
the sacred edifice; and their fervent prayers were directed, what
ever might be the language of their church, to the bones, the 
blood, or the ashes of the saint, which were usually concealed, by 
tl linen or silken veil, from,the eyes of the vulgar. The Chris
tians frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hope of obtain
ing, from their powerful intercession, every sort of spiritual, but 
more especially of temporal, blessings. They implored the pres
ervation of their health, or the cure of their infirmities; the 
fruitfulness of their barren wives, or the safety and happiness of 
their children. Whenever they undertook any distant or danger
ous journey, they requested, that the holy martyrs would be their 
guides and protectors on the road; and if they returned without 
having experienced any misfortune, they again hastened to H.e 
tombs of the martyrs, to celebrate, with grateful thanksgivings, 
their obligation to the memory and relics of those heavenly pa
trons. The walls were hung round with symbols of the favors 
which they had received; eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and 
silver: and edifying pictures, which could not long escape the abuse 
of indiscreet 01 idolatrous devotion, represented the image, the 
attributes, and the miracles of the tutelar saint. The same uni
form original spirit of sup~r8tition might suggest", in the most dis
tant ages and countries, the same methods of deceiving the cre
duli~y, and of affecting the senses, of mankind: 89 but it must in
genuously be confessed, that tbe ministers of the Catholic church 
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imitated the profane model, which they were impatient to d~ 
stroy. The most respectable bishops had pcrsuaded themsclve~ 
that the ignorant rustics would morc cheerfully renounce the su
perstitions of Paganism, if they found some resemblance, some 
compensation, in the bosom of Christianity. The religion of Con
stantine achieved, in less than a century, the final conquest of the 
Roman empire: but the victors themselves were insensibly sub
dued by the arts of their vanquished rivals. 90 * 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

FINAL DIVISION OF THE ROUAN E~IPIRE BETWEEN TIlE SONS OF THE
ODOSIUS.-REIGN OF ARCADIUS AND HONORIUS.-ADMINISTUATION 
OF RUFINUS AND STILICHO.-REVOLT AND DEFEAT OF GILDO IN 

AFRICA. 

THE genius of Rome expired with Theodosius; the last of the 
suceessors of Augustus and Constantine, who appeared in the 
field ut the head of their armies, and whose authority was univer
sally acknowledged throughout the wh01~ extent of the empire. 
The memory of his virtues still continued, however, to protect 
the feeble and inexperienced youth of his two sons. After the 
death of their fathe,r, A.rcadius and Honorius were saluted, by the 
unanimous consent of mankind, as the lawful emperors of the East, 
and of the West; and the oath of fidelity was eagerly taken by 
every order of the state; the senates of old and new Rome, the 
clergy, the magistrates, the soldiers, and the people. A.rcadius, 
who was then about eighteen years of age, was born in Spain, in 
the humble habitation of a private family. But he re('eived a 
princely education in the palace of Constantinople; and his in
ghrious life was spent in that peaceful and splendid seat of roy
alty, from whence he appeared to reign over the provinces of 
Thrace, Asia :Minor, Syria, and Egypt, from the Lower Danube to 
the confines of Persia and JEthiopia. His younger brother; Ho
norius, assumed, in the eleventh year of his age, the nominal gov.. 
ernment of Italy, Afric~, Gaul, Spain, and Britain; and the troops, 
which guarded.the frontiers of his kingdom, were opposed, on 

* But therp. was alway!! this important difference between Christian and heathen 
Polythei8m. In Paganism this was the whole reli~on ; in the darkest ages of Chris
tianity, some, however obscure and vague, Chri ..tll\n notions of f'ntnrfll'etribntion, 
of the life after death, lurked at the bottom, and op('rated, to a certain extent, on 
the thoughts and feelings, sometimes on the actions.-M. 
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one side, to the Caledonians, and on the other, to the Moors. 
The great and martial prrefecturc of Illyricum ¥Tas divided be
tween the two princes: the defence and possession of the provinces 
of Noricum, Pannonia, and Dalmatia, still belonged to the West
ern empire; but the two large dioceses.of Dacia and Macedonia, 
tvhich Gratian had intrusted to the valor of Theodosius, were for
ever united to the empire of the East. The boundary in Europe 
was not very different from the line which now separates the Ger
mam, and the Turks; and the respective advantages of territory, 
riches, populousness, and military strength, were fairly balanced 
and compensated, in this final and permanent division of the Ro
man empire.- The hereditary sceptre of the sons of Theodosius, 
appeared to be the gift of nature, and of their father; the gen
erals and ministers had been accustomed to udore the majesty of 
the royal infants; and the army and people were not admonished 
of theIr rights, and of their puwer, by the dangerous example of 
a recent election. The gradual discovery of the weakness of Ar
cadius and Honorius, and the repeated calamities of their reign, 
were not sufficient to obliterate the deep and early impressions of 
loyalty. The subjects of Rome, who still reverenced the persons, 
or rather the names, of their sovereigns, beheld with equal abhor
rence, the rebels who opposed, and the ministers who abused, the 
authority of the throne. 

Theodosius had tarnished the glory of his reign by the eleva
tion of Rufinus; an odious favorite, who, in an age of civil and 
religious faction, has deserved, from every party, the imputation 
of every crime. The strong impulse of ambition and avarice 1 had 
urged Rufinus to abandon his native country, an obscure corner of 
Gaul,2 to advance his fortune in the capital of the East: the 
talent of bold and ready elocution 3 qualified him to succeed in the 
lucrative profession of the law; and his success in that profession 
was a regular step to the most honorable and important employ
ments of the state. He was raised, by just degrees, to the station 
of master of the offices. In the exercise of his various functions, 
so essentially connected with the whole system of civil govern .. 
ment, he acquired the confidence of a monarch, who soon discov
ered his diligence and capacity in business, and who long re
mained ignorant of the pride, the malice, and the covetousness of 
his disposition. These vices were concealed beneath the mask of 
profound dissimulation; 4 his passions were subservient only to 
the passions of his mastcr; yet, in the horrid massucre of Thessa· 
Ionica, the cruel Rufinus inflamed the fury, without imitating the 
rcpentance, of Theodosius. The minister, who viewed with 
proud indifference the rest of mankind, never forgave the appear
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anee of an injury; and his personal enemies 11ad forfeited, in hi~ 
opinion, the merit of all ImbUe services. Promotus, the master 
general of the infantry, had saved the empire from the invasion of 
the Ostrogoths; but he indignantly supported the pre-eminence of 
a rival, whose character and profession he despised; and in the 
midst of a public council, the impatient soldier was provoked to 
chastise with a blow the indecent pride of the favorite. This act 
of violence was represented to the emperor as an insult, which it 
was incumbent on his dignity to resent. The disgrace and exile 
of PromotuR were signified by a peremptory order, to repair, with
out delay, to a military station on the banks of the Danube; and 
the death of that general (though he was slain in a skirmish with 
the barbarians) was imputed to the perfidious arts of Rufinus. 5 

The sacrifice of a hern gratified his revenge; the honors of the 
consulship elated his vanity; but his power was still imperfect 
and precarious, as long as the important posts of prrefect of the 
East, and of prrefect of Constantinople, were filled by Tatian,6 and 
his son Proculus; whose united authority balanced, for some 
time, the ambition and favor of the master of the offices. The 
two prrefects were accused of rapbe and corruption in the admin
istration of the laws and finances. For the trial of these illustri
ous offenders, the emperor constituted a special commission: sev
eral judges were named to share the guilt and reproach of injus
tice i but the right of pronouncing sentence was reserved to the 
president alone, and tbat president was Rufinus himself. The 
father, stripped of the prrefeeture of the East, was thrown into a 
dungeon; but the son, conscious that few ministers can be found 
innocent, where an enemy is their judge, had secretly escaped; 
and Rufinus must have been satisfied with the least obnoxious vic
tim, if despotism had not condescended to employ the basest and 
most ungenerous artifice. The prosecution was conducted with an 
appearance of equity and moderation, which flattered Tatian with 
the hope of a favorable event: his confidence was fortified by the 
solemn assurances, and perfidious oaths, of the president, who 
presumed to interpose the sacred name of Theodosius himself ; 
and the unhappy father was at last persuaded to recall, by a pri. 
vate letter, the fugitive Proculus. He was instantly seized, ex
amined, comdemned, and beheaded, in one of the suburhs of Con
stantinople, with a precipitation which disappointed the clemency 
of the emperor. Without respecting the misfortunes of a consular 
!'Ienator, the cruel judges of Tatian compelled bim to hehold the 
execution of his son: the fatal cord was fastened round his own 
neck; but in the moment when he expected, and perhaps desired, 
the relief of a speedy death, he was permitted to consume the 
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miserable remnant of his old age in poverty and exile. T The pun
ishment of the two proofects might, perhaps, be excused by the 
exceptionable parts of their own conduct; the enmity of Ru
finus might be palliated by the jealous and unsociable nature of 
ambition. But he indulged a spirit of revenge, equally repugnant 
to prudcncc and to justice, when he degraded their native country 
of Lycia from the rank of Homan provinces; stigmatized a guilt
less people with a mark of ignominy; and declared, that the coun
trymen of Tatian and Proculus should forever remain incapable 
of hol<ling any employment of honor or advantage under the Im
perial government. 8 The new proofect of the East (for Rufinui 
instantly succeeded to the 'Vacant honors of his adversary) was not 
<liverted, however, by the most criminal pursuits, from the per
formance of the religious duties, which in that age were consid
ered as the most essential to salvation. In the suburb of Chalce
don, surnamed the Oak, he had built a magnificent villa; to 
which he devoutly added a stately church, consecrated to the 
apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, and continually sanctified by 
tb'3 prayers and penance of a regular society of monks. A numer
ous, and almost general, synod of the bishops of the Eastern em
pire, was summoned to celebrate, at the same time, the dedication 
of the church, and the baptism of the founder. This double cere
mouy was performed "ith extraordinary pomp j hnd when Rufi
nus was purified, in the holy font, from all the sins that he had 
hitherto committed, a venerable hermit of Egypt rasilly proposed 
himself as the sponsor of a proud and ambitioutl statesman. II 

The character of Theodosius imposed on his minister the task 
of hypocrisy, which disguised, and sometimes restrained, the 
abuse of power; and Rufinus was apprehensive of disturbing the 
indolent slumber of a prince Etill capable of exerting the abilities, 
and the virtue, which had raised him to the throne. 10 But the 
absence, and, soon afterwards, the death, of the emperor, con
firmed the absolute authority of Hufinus over the person and do
minions of Arcadius ;' a feeble youth, whom the imperious prrofect 
considered as his pupil, rather than his sovereign. Regardless of 
the public opinion, he indulged his passions without remorse, and 
without resistance, and his malignant and rapacious spirit rejected 
every passion that might have contributed to his own glory, or 
the happiness of the pfople. His avarice, \I which seems to havG 
prevailed, in his corrupt mind, over every other sentiment, at
tracted the wealth of the East, by the various arts of partial and 
general extortion; oppressive taxes, scandalous bribery, immoder
ate fines, unjust contiscations, forced or fictitious testaments, by 
which the tyrant despoiled of their lawful inheritance the children 
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of strangers, or enemies; B,nd the public sale of justice, as well as 
of favor, which he instituted in the palace of Constantinople. 
The ambitious candjdate eagerly solicited, at the expense of the 
fairest part of his patrimony, the honors and emoluments of some 
provincial governmel:t; the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the most liberal purchaser; and the 
public discontent was sometimes appeased by the sacrifice of an 
unpopular criminal, whose punishment was profitable only to the 
prrefect of the East, his accomplice and his judge. If avarice 
were not the blindest of the human passions, the motives of Rufi
nus might excite our curiosity; and we might be tempted to in
quire, with what view he violated everYllrinciple of humanity and 
justice, to accumulate those immense treasures, which he could not 
spend without folly, nor possess without danger. Perhaps he 
vainly imagined, that he labored for the interest of an only daugh
ter, on whom he intended to bestow his royal pupil, and the 
august rank of Empress of the East. Perhaps he deceived him
self by the opinion, that his avarice was the instrument of his am
bition. He aspired to place his fortune on a secure and indepead
ent basis, which should no longer depend on the caprice of the 
young emperor; yet he neglected to conciliate the hearts of the 
soldiers and people, by the liberal distribution of those riches, 
which he had acquired with so much toil, and with so much 
guilt. The extreme parsimony of Rufinlls left him only the re
proach and envy of ill-gotten wealth; his dependents served him 
without attachment; the universal hatred of mankind was re· 
pressed only by the influence of servile fear. The fate of Lucian 
proclaimed to the East, that the prrefeet, whose industry was 
much abated in the despatch of ordinary business, was active and 
indefatigable in the pursuit of revenge. Lucian, the son of the 
prrefect Florentills, the oppresSor of Guul, and the enemy of 
Julian, had employed a considerable part of his inheritance, the 
fruit of rapine and corruption, to purcha.se the friendship of Rufi
nus, and the high office of Count of the East. But the new mag
istrate imprudently departed from the maxims of the court, and 
of the times; disgraced his benefactor by the contrast of a virtu
ous and temperate administration; and presumed to refuse an act 
of injustice, which might have tended to the profit of the em
peror's uncle. Arcadius was easily persuaded to resent the sup
posed insult; and the proofect ()f the East resolved to execute in 
person the cruel vengeance, which he meditated against this Ull

grateful delegate of his power. He performer! with incessant 
speed the journey of seven or eight hundred miles, from Con
stantinople to Antioch, entered the capital of Syria at the dctLd of 
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night, and spread universal consternation among a people ignorant 
of his design, but not ignorant of his character. The Count of 
the fifteen provinces of the East was dragged, like the vilest male
factor, before the arbitrary tribunal of Rufinus. Notwithstanding 
the dearest evidence of his integrity, which was not impeached 
even by the voice of an accuser, Lucian was condemned;" almost 
without a trial, to suffer a cruel and ignominious punishment. 
The ministers of the tyrant, by the order, and in the presence, of 
their master, beat him on the neck with leather thongs armed at 
the extremities with lead; and when he fainted under the vio
lence of the pain, he was removed in a close litter, to conceal his 
dying agonies from the eyes of the indignant city. No sooner had 
Rufrnus perpetrated this inhuman act, the sole object of his expe

. dition, than he returned, amidst the deep and silent curses of a 
trembling people, from Antioch to Constantinople; and his dili
gence was accelerated by the hope of accomplishing, without de
lay, the nuptials of his daughter with the emperor of the East. 12 

But Rufinus soon experienced, that a prudent minister should 
constantly secure his royal captive by the strong, though invisible, 
chain of habit; and that ths merit, and much more easily the 
favor, of the absent, are obliterated in a short time from the mind 
of a weak and capricious sovereign. 'Vhile the prrefect satiated. 
his revenge at Antioch, a secret conspiracy of the favorite 
eunuchs, directed by the great chamberlain Eutropius, under
mined his power in the palace of Constantinople. They discov
ered that Arcadius was Dot inclined to love the daughter of Rufi
nus, who had been chosen, without his consent, for his bride; 
and they contrived to substitute in her place the fair Eudoxia, the 
daughter of BllutO,13 a general of the :Franks in the service of 
Rome; and who was educated, since the death of her father, in 
the family of the sons of Promotus. The young emperor, whose 
chastity had been strictly guarded by the pious care of his tutor 
Arsenius,u eagerly listened to the artful and flattering descrip
tions-of the charms of Eudoxia: he gazed with impatient ardor 011 

her picture, and he understood the necessity of concealing his am
orous designs from the knowledge of a minister who was so deeply 
1nterested to oppose the consummation of his happiness. Soon 
after the return of Rufinus, the approaching ceremony, of> the 
royal nuptials was announced to the people of Constantinople, 
Who prepared to celebrate, with false and hollow acclamations, 
the fortune of his daughter. A splendid train of eunuchs and 
officers issued, in hymeneal pomp, from the -gates of the palace; 
bl"aring aloft the diadem, the robes, and the inestimu.ble ornaments, 
of the future empress. The solemn procession passed thffJugh 
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the streets of the city, which were adorned with garlands, and 
filled with spectators j but when it reac1Ied the house of the sons 
of Promotus, the principal eunuch respectfully entp-red the man
sion, invested the far Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and con
ducted her in triumph to the palace and bed of Arcadius. H. The 
secrecy" and success with which this conspiracy against Rutinns 
had been conducted, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule on the 
character of a minister, who had suffered himself to be deceived, 
in a post where the arts of deceit and dissimulation constitute the 
most distinguished merit. He considered, with a mixture of in
dignation anrI fear, the victory of an aspiring eunuch, who had 
secretly captivated the favor of his sovereign j and the disgrace of 
his daughter, whose interest was inseparably connected with his 
own, wounded the tenderness, or, at least, the pride of Rufinus. 
At the moment when he flattered himself that he should become 
the father of a line of kings, a foreign maid, who had been edu
cated in the house of his implacable enemies, was introduced into 
the Imperial bed; and Eudoxia soon displayed a superiority of 
sense and spirit, to improve the ascendant which her beauty must 
acquire over the mind of a fond anfl youthful husband. . The em
peror would soon be instructed to hate, to fear, and to destroy the 
powerful subject, whom he had injured; and the consciousness of 
guilt deprived Rufinus of every hope, either of safety or comfort, 
in the retirement of a private life. But he still possessed the 
most effectual means of defending his dignity, and perhaps of op
pressing his enemies. The prrofect still exercised an uncontrolled 
authority over the civil and military government of the East; and 
his treasures, if he could resolve to use them, might be employed 
to procure proper instruments for the execution of the blackest 
designs, that pride, ambition, and revenge could suggest to a 
desperate statesman. The character of Rufinus seemed to justify 
the accusations that he conspired against the person of his sov
ereign, to seat himself on the vacant throne; and that he had 
secretly invited the Huns and the Goths to invade the provinces 
of the empire, and to increase the public confusion. The subtle 
prrefect, whose life had been spent in the intrigues of the palace, 
oppoc:;ed, with equal arms, the artful measures of the eunuch 
Euttbpius; but the timid soul of Rufinus was astonished by th6 
hostile approach of a more formidable rival, of the great Stilicho, 
the general, or rather the master, of the empire of the West. a 

The celestial gift, which Achilles obtained, and Alexandel 
envied, of a poet ,Yorthy to celebrate the actions of heroes, has 
been enjoyed by Stilicho: in 8 much higher degree .than might 
have been expected from the declinin!! state of genius;and of art. 
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The muse of Claudian,17 devoted to his service, was always pre. 
'Pared to stigmatize his adversaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, with 
eternal infamy j or to paint, in the most splendid colors, the vic
tories and virtues of a powerful benefactor. In the review of a 
period indifferently supplied with authentic materials, we cannot 
refuse to illmtrate the annals of Honorius, from th_e invectives, or 
the panegyrics, of a contemporary writer ~ but as Claudian ap
pears to have indulged the most ample privilege of a poct and a 
courtier, some criticism will be requisite to translate the language 
of fiction, or exaggeration, into the truth and simplicity of his
toric prose. His silence concerning the family of Stilicho, may be 
admitted as a proof, that his patron was neither able, nor debir
ous, to boast of a long series of illustrious progenitors; and the 
slight mention_of his father, an officer of barbarian cavalry in the 
service of Val ens, seems to countenance the assertion, that the 
general, who so long commanded the armies of Rome, was de
scended from the savage and perfidious race of the Vandals. 18 If 
Stilicho had not possessed the external advantages of strength and 
stature, the most flattering bard, in the presence of so many thou
sand spectators, would have hesitated to affirm, that he surpassed 
the measure of the demigods of antiquity; and that whenever he 
moved, with lofty steps, through the streets of the capital, the as
tonished crowd made room for the stranger, who displayed, in a 
private condition, the awful majesty of a hero. }'rom his earliest 
youth ho embraced the profession of arms; bis prudence ~d 
valor were soon distinguished in the field; tlle horsemen and 
archers of the East admired his superior dexterity: and in each 
degree of his military promotions, the 1mblic judgment always 
prevented and approved the choice of the sovereign. He was 
named, by Theodosius, to ratify a solemn treaty with the monarch 
of Persia..; ho supported, during that important embassy, the 
dignity of the Roman name; and after his return to' Constantino
ple, his merit was rewarded by an intimate and honorable alliance 
with the Imperial family. Theodosius had been prompted, by a 
pious motive of fraternal affection, to adopt, for his ,own, the 
daughter of his brother Honorius; the beauty and accomplish
ments of Serena 19 were universally admired by the obsequiou<.!. 
c?urt; and Stilicho obtained the preference over a crowd of 
nvals, who ambitiously disputed the hand of the princess, and 
the fayor of her adopted father. 20 The assurance tbat the hus
band of Serena would be faithful to the throne, which he was per
mitted to apprbach, engaged the emperor to exalt tIle fortunes, 
and to employ the abilities, of the sagacious and intrepid Stilicho. 
He rose, through the successive steps of master of the horse, and 
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count of the domesticR, to the supreme rank of master-general ot 
all the cavalry and infantry of the Homan, (Jr at least of the West
ern, empire ; ~l and his enemies confessed, that he invariably dis
dained to barter for gold the rewards of merit, or to defraud the 
soldiers of the pay and gratiGcations which they deserved, or 
claimed, from the liberality of the state. 2~ The valor and con
duct which he afterwards displayed, in the defence of Italy, 
against the arms of Alaric and Radagaisus, may justify the fame of 
his early achievements; and in an age less attentive to the laws 
of honor, or of pride, the Roman generals might yield the pre
eminence of rank, to the ascendant of superior genius. 23 He 
lamented, und revenged, the murder of Promotus, his rival and his 
friend; and the massacre of many thousands of the flying 13a.s
tarnm is represented by the poet as a bloody sacrifice, which the 
Homan Achilles offered to the manes of another Patroclus. The 
virtues and victories of Stilicho deserved the hatred of Rufinus : 
and the arts of calumny might have been successful, if the tender 
and viligant Serena had not protected her husband against his 
domestic foes, whilst he vanquiShed in the field the enemies of the 
empire. 24 Theodosius continued to support an un,,"orthy minis
ter, to whose diligence he delegated the government of the pal
ace, and of the East; but when he marched against the tyrant 
Eugenius, he associated his faithful general to the labors and glo
ries of the civil war; and in the last moments of ~is life, the 
dying monarch recommended to Stihcho the care of his sons, and 
of the republic. 2:> The ambition and the abilities Of Stilicho were 
not unequal to the important trust; and he claimed the guardian. 
ship of the two empirel:!, during the minority of, Arcadius and 
Honorius. 2c The first measure of his administration, or rather of 
his reign, displayed to the nations the vigor and activity of a 
spirit worthy to command He passed the Alps in the"depth of 
winter; descended the stream of the Rhine, from the fortress of 
Basil to the marshes of Batavia; reviewed the state of the garri
sons; repressed the enterprises of the Germans ; and, after estab
lishing along the b:mks a firm and honorable peace, returned, with 
incrediblC speed, to the palaca of Milan. ~7 The person and court 
of Honorius were subject to the master-general of the West, and 
the armies and provinces of Europe obeyed, without hesitation, a 
regular authority, which was exercised in the name of their young 
sovereign.. Two rivals only remained to dispute the claims, and 
to provoke the vengeance, of Stilicho. Within the limits of 
AfrIca, Gildo, the ~Ioor, maintained a proud and dangerous inde
pendence, ana. the minister of Constantinople asserted his equal 
reign over the emperor, and the empire, of the East. 
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The impartiality which Stilicho affected, as the common guar. 
dian of the royal brothers, engaged him to regulate the equal 
division of the arms, the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobe 
and furniture of the deceased emperor. 2b But the most important 
object of the inheritance consisted of the numerous legions, co. 
borts, and squadrons, of Romans, or barbarians, whom the event 
of the civil war had united under the standard of Theodosius. 
The various multitudes of Europe and Asia, exasperated by recent 
animosities, wer~ overawed by the authority of a single man; and 
the rigid discipline of Stilicho protected the lands of the citizen 
from the rapine of the licentious soldier. 29 Anxious, however, 
and impatient, to relieve Italy from the presence of this formida
ble host, which could be useful only on the frontiers of the em
pire, he listened to the just requisition cf the minister of Arca
dius, declared his intention of reconducting in person the troops 
of the East, and dexterously employed the rumor of a Gothic 
tumult to conceal his private designs of ambition and revenge. so 
The guilty soul of Rufinus was alanned by the approach of a war
rior and a rival, whose enmity he deserved; he computed, with 
increasing terror, the narrow space of his life and greatness; and, 
as the last hope of safety, he interposed the authority of the em
peror Arcac1ius. Stilicho, who appears to have directed his march 
along the sea-coast of the Adriatic, was not far distant from the 
city of Thessalonica, when he received a peremptory message, to 
recall the troops of the East, and to declare, that his nearer ap
proach would be considered, by the Byzantine eourt, as an act of 
hostility. The prompt and unexpected obedience of the gence>.dl 
of the West, convinced the vulgar of his loyalty and moderation; 
anJ, as he hud already engaged the affection of the Eastern 
t,·oops, he recommended to their zeal the execution of his bloody 
design, which might be accomplished in his absence, with less 
danger, perhaps, and with less ICproach. Stilicho left the com
mand of the troop~ of the East to Gainas, the Goth, on whose 
fidelity he firmly relied, with an assurance, at least, that the 
hardy barbarian would never be diverted flOm his purpose by any 
consideration of fear or. remorse. The soldiers were easily per
suaded to punish the enemy of Stilicho and of Rome; and such 
was the general hatred which Rufinus had excited, that the fatal 
~ecret, communicated to thousands, was faithfully preserved dur.. 
lllg the long march from Thessalonica to the gates of Constantino': 
pIe. As soon as they had rp.solved Ilis death, they condescended 
t? flatter his pride; the ambitious prrofect wag seduced to be
heve, that thos\! powerful auxiliaries might be tempted to place 
the diadem on his head; and the treasures which he distributed, 
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with a tardy and reluctant huud, were accepted by the indignan\ 
multitude as an insult, rather than as a gift. At the distance of Ii 
mile from the capital, in the field of Mars, before the palace of 
:febdolUOn, the troops h<:tlted : and the emperor, as well as his 
minister, a lvanced, accOL·Jing to ancient custom, respectfully to 
salute the power which supported their throne. As Rutinus 
va"sed along the ranks, and -ais~uised, with studied courtesy, his 
innl\te haughtiness, the wings insensibly wheeled from the right 
and left, and enclosed the devoted victim within the circle of 
their arIm. Before he could reflect on the danger of his situati(.n, 
Gainas gJ.ve the signal of death; a during and forward soldier 
plunged his sword into the brea.st of the guilty proofect, and Ruti
nus fell, groaned, an'l expired, at the feet of the afIrighted em
peror. If the agonies of a mom:mt eould expiate the crimes of a 
whole life, or if the outrages inflicted on a breathless corpse could 
be the object of pity, our hum.mity might perhaps be affected by 
the horrid circumstances which accompanied the murder of Ruti
nns. His mangled body was abandoned to the brutal fury of the 
populace of either sex, who hastened in crowds, from every quar
ter of the city, to trample on the remains of the haughty minister, 
at who"e frown they had so lately ~rembled. His rIght hand was 
cnt off, and curried through the streets of Constantinople, in crue] 
mockery, to extol·t contributions for the avariciom tyrant, whose 
head was publicly exposed, borne aloft on the point of a long 
lance. 3t According to the savage maxims of the Greek republics, 
his innocent family would have shared the punishment of his 
crimes. The wife and daughter of Rufinus were indebted for 
their safety to the influence of religion. Her sanctuary protecte<J 
them from the raging madness of the people; and they were per
mitted to spend the remainder of their lives in the exercises of 
Christian devotion, in the peaceful retirement of Jerusalem. 32 

The servile poet of Stilicho applauds, with ferocious joy, this 
horrid deed, which, in the execution, perhaps, of justice, violated 
every law of nature anu society, profaned the majesty of the 
Wince, and renewed the dangerous examples of military license. 
The contemplation of the universal ordet and harmony bad satis
fied Olaudian of the existence of the Deity j but the prosperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradict his moral attributes; and 
the fate of Rufinus was the only event which could dispel the re
ligious doubts of the poet. 33 ,Such an act might vindicate the 
honor of Providence j but it did not much contribute to the hap
piness of the people. In less than three months they were in
formeu of the maxims of the new administration, by a singular 
edict, which established the exclusive right of the treasny over 
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the spoi!s of Rufinus; and silenced, under heavy penalties, the 
presumptuous daims of the subjects of the Eastern empire, who 
had been injured by his rapacious tyranny. 34 Even Stilicho did 
not derive from the murder of his rival the fruit which he had pro
posed; and ttough he gratified his revenge, his ambition was dis
appointed. Under the name of a favorite, the weakness of Arca
dius required a mast-er, but he naturally preferred the obsequious 
arts of the eunuch Eutropius, who had obtained his domestic con
fidence : and the emperur contemplated, with terror and aversion, 
the stern genius of a foreig!f warrior. Till they were chvided by 
the jealousy of power, the sword of Gainas, and the charm>! of 
Eudoxia, supported the favor of the great cllumberlain of the 
palace: the perfidious Goth, who was appointed master geneml of 
the East, be~rayed, without scruple, the interest of his benefactor; 
and the sa!::.c troops, who had so lately massacred the enemy of 
Stilicho, were engaged to support, against him, the independence 
of the throne of Constantinople. The favorites of Arcadius fo
mented a secret and irreconcilable war against a formidable hero, 
who aspired to govern, and to defend, the two empires of Rome, 
and the two suns of Theodosius. They incessantly labored, by 
dark and t.reacherous machina;tions, to deprive him of the esteem 
of the p:':nce, the renpect of the people, and the friendship of the 
barbarians. The life of Stilicho was repeatedly attempted by the 
dagger of hired ~sassins; and a decree was obtained from the 
senate of Constantinople, to declare him an enemy of the republic, 
and to co!'fir;~ate his ample possessions in the prov4nces of the 
East. At a time when the only hope of delaying the ruin of the 
Roman name> depended on the firm union, and reciprocal aid, of 
all the nations to whom it had been gradually communicated, the 
subjects of .arcadius and Honorius were instructed, by their re
spective masters, to view each other in a foreign, and even hos
tile, light; to rejoice in their mutual calamities, and to embrace, 
as their faithful allip-s, the barbarians, whom they excited to in· 
vade the territories of their countrymen. 3~ The natives of Italy 
affected to despise the servile and effeminate Greeks of Byzantium, 
wllo presumed to imitate the dress, and to usurp the dignity, of 
Roman senators; 36 and the Greeks had not yet forgot the senti
ments of hatred and contempt, which their polished ancestors had 
so long entertained for the mae inhabitants of the ·West. '1'he 
distinction of two governments, which soon produced the sepam
tion of two nations, will justify my design of suspending the 
series of thp. Byzantine history, to prosecute, without interruption, 
the disgraceful, but memorable, reign of Honorius. 

The prudent Stilicho, instead of persisting to force the inclina. 
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tions of a prince, and people, who rejected his government, wisel, 
abandoned Arcadius to his unworthy favorit~s; and 'his reluctance 
to involve the two empires in a civil war displayed the moderation 
of a minister, who had so often signalized his militaty spirit and 
abilities. But if Stilicho had any longer endured the revolt of 
Africa, he would have betrayed the secUlity of the capita~. and 
the majesty of the 1Vestern emperor, to the capricious insolence of 
a :Moorish rebel. Gildo,31 the brother of the tyrant Firmus, had 
preserved and obtained, as the reward of his apparent fidelity, the 
immense patrimony which was forf~ed by trea~on: long and 
meritorious service, in the annies of Rome, raised him to the dig
nity of a military count; the narrow policy of the court of The
odosius had adopted the mischievous expedient of supporting a 
legal government by the interest of a powerful famiJy; and the 
brother of Firmus waS invested with the command of Africa. His 
ambition soon usurped the administration of justice, and of the 
finances, without account, and without control; and he main
tained, during a reign of twelve ;?tlars, the possession of an office, 
from which it was impossible to remove him, without the danger 
of a civil war. During those twelve years, the provinces of 
Africa gros..:..ed under the dominion of a tyrant, who seemed to 
unite the unfeeling temper of a stranger, with the partial resent
ments of domestic faction. The forms of law were often super
seded by the use of poison; and if the trembling guests, who 
were invited to the table of Gildo, presumed to express their 
fears, the i~olent suspicion served only to excite his fury, and he 
loudly summoned the ministers of death. Gildo alternately in~ 
dulged the passions of avarice and lust; 38 and if his days were 
terrible to the rich, his niglits were not less dreadful to husbands 
and parents. The fairest of their wives anu daughters were pros~ 
tituted to the embraces of the tyrant; and afterwards abandoned 
to a ferocious troop of barbarians and assassins, the black, or 
swarthy, natives of the desert; whom Gildo considereu as the 
only guardians of his throne. In the civil war between Theodo
sius and Eugenius, the count, or rather the sovereign, of Africa, 
maintained a. ha.ughty and suspicious neutrality; refused to assist 
either of the contending parties with troops or vessels, expected 
the declaration of fortune, and reserved for the conqueror the 
vain professions of his allegiance. Such professions would not 
have sa.tisfied the master of the Roma.n world; but the death of 
Theodosius, an<l. ~he weakness and discord of his sons, confirmed 
the power of the Moor; who condescended, as a proof of his 
moderation, to abstain from the use of the diadem, and to rupply 
Rome with the customary tribu~e, or rat.her subsidy, of corn In 
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every division of the empire, the five provinces of Africa were inva
riably assigned to the West; and Gildo had consented to govern 
that extensive country in the name of Honorius, but his knowl
edge of the character and designs of Stilicho soon engaged him to 
address his homage to a more distant and feeble sovereign. The 
ministers uf Arcadius embraced the cause of a perfidious rehel ; 
and the delusive hope of adding the numerous cities of Africa to 
the empire of the East, tempted them to assert a claim, which 
they were incapable of supporting either by reason or by arms. 3~ 

·When Stilicho had given a firm and decisive answer to the pre
tensions of the Byzantine court, he solemnly accused the tyrant of 
Africa before the tribunal, which had fOWlerly judged the kings 
and nations of the earth; and the image of the republic was 
revived, after a long interval, under the reign of Honorius. The 
emperor transmitted an accurate and ample detail of the com· 
plaints of the provincials, and the crimes of Gildo, to the Homan 
senate; and the members of that venerable assembly were re
quired to pronounce the condemnation of the rebel. Their unani· 
mous suffrage declared him the enemy of the repuLlic ; and a de· 
cree of the senate added a sacred and legitimate sanction to the 
Roman arms. U A people, who still remembered that their ances
tors had been the masters of the world, would have applauded, 
with conscious pride, the representation of ancient freedom; if 
they had not long since been accustomed to prefer the solid assur
ance of bread to the unsubstantial visions of liberty and greatness. 
The subsistence of Rome depended on the harvests of Africa; and 
jt was evident, that a declaration of war would be the signal of 
famine. The prrefect Symmachus, who presided ill the delibera
tions of the senate, admonished the minister of his just apprehen
sion, that as soon as the revengeful Moor should prohibit the ex
portation of corn, the tranquillity, and perhaps the safety, of the 
capital would be threatened hy the hungry rage of a turbulent 
multitude. U The prudence of Stilicho conceived and executed, 
without delay, tIle most effectual measure for the relief of the Ro
man people. A large and seasonable supply of corn, collected in 
the inland provinces of Gaul, was embarked on the rapid stream 
of the Rhone, and transported, by an easy navigation, from the 
Rhone to the Tyber. During the whole term of the African war, 
the granaries of Rome were continually filled, her dignity was vin
dicated from the humiliating dependence, and the minds of an im· 
mense people were <!uieted, by th6.. calm confidence of peace and 
plenty. 4~ , 

The cause of Rome, and the conduct of the African war, were 
intru:Jted by Stilicho to a general, active and ardent to avenge his 
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privatc.injurieg on the hcad of the tyrant. The spirit of discord 
which preva.iled in the house of Nabal,had excited a deadly quar~ 
rel between two of his sons, Gildo and Mascezel.·~ The usurper 
pursued, with implacable rage, the life of his younger brother, 
whose courage and abilities he feared; and Mascezel, oppressed 
by superior power, took refuge in the court of' ~1ilan, where he 
soon received the cruel intelligence that his two innocent· and 
helpless children had been murdered by their inhuman' unclo. 
The affliction of the father was suspended only by the desire of 
revenge. The vigilant Stilicho already prepared to collect the naval 
and military forces of the 'Vest ern Empire; and he had resolved, 
if the tyrant should be tible to wage an equal and doubtful war, to 
march against him in person. But as Italy required his presence, 
and as,it might be dangerous to weaken the defence of the fron
tier, he judged it more advisable, that Mascezel should attempt 
this arduous adventure at the head of a chosen body of Gallic vet
erans, who had lately served under the standard of Eugenins. 
These troops, who were exhorted to convince the world that they 
could subvert, as well as defend, the throne of a usurper, consisted 
of the Jovian, the IIerculian, and the Augustan legions; of the 
Ne1'1Jian auxiliaries; of the soldiers who displayed in their ban:· 
ners the" symbol of a Zio(l" and of the troops which were distin.., 
guished hi the auspicious names of Fortunate, and Invincible. 
Yet such was the smallness of their ~~:;tablishments, or the diffi
culty of recruiting, that these seven. bt;,:-;.:ls, H of high dignity and 
reputation in the service of Rome, amounted to no more than:fi ve 
thousand effecti vo men. 4$ The fleet of galleys and transports sailed, 
in tempestuous weather from the port of Pisa, in Tuscany, and 
ste~red their course to the little island of Capral'ia; which had 
borrowed that name from the wild goats, its original inhabitants, . 
whose place was now occupied by a new colony of a strange and 

, savage appearance. "The ~hole island (says an ingenious travel
ler of those times) is filled, or rather defiled, by men who fly from 
the light. They call themselves Monks, or solitaries, because they 
choose to live alone, without any witnesses of their actions. They 
fear the gifts of fortune, from-the apprehension of losing them; 
and, lest they should be miserable, they embrace a lifo of volun:
tary wretchedness. How ahsurd is their choice! how perverse 
their understanding! to dread the evils, without being able to 
l'Iupport the blessings, of the human condition.' Either this mel
ancholy madness is the effect of disease, or else the consciousness 
of guilt urges these unhappy men to exercise on their own bodies 
the tortures which are inflicted on fugitive slaves by the hand of 
justice. " ill Such was the contempt of a profane magistrate for 
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the monks of Capraria, who wore tevered, by the pious Mascezc}, 
))'s the chosen servants of God. n· Some of them were persuaded, 
.by his entreaties, to embark on board the fleet j and it is observed, 
to the praise of the Roman general, that his days and nights were 
employed in. prayer, fasting, and the occupation of singing 
psalms. The devout leader, who, with such a re~enforc~ment, up'" 
peared confident of victory, avoided the dangerous rocks of Cor
sica, coasted along the easttlrn side of Sardinia, and secured his 
ships against the violence of the soutb wind, by casting anchor ill 
the safe and cll.pacious harbol' of Cagliati, at the distance of orid 
hundred and forty miles frOni the African shores. 48 

Gildo was prepared to resist the invasion with all the forces of 
Africa. By the liberality of his gifts and promises, be endeavored 
to secure the. doubtful allegiance of the Roman soldiers, whilst he 
attracted to his standard the distant tribes of Getulia and lEthid
pia. He proudly reviewed an army of seventy thousand men, and 
boasted, with the rash presumption, which is the forerunner of 
disgrace, that his numerous cavalry would trample under their 
horses' feet tIle troops of ]Iascezel, alid involve, in a cloud of. 
burning sand, the natives of the cold regions of Gaul and Ger
many.u But the }Ioor, who commanded the legions of HonoriuB; 
was too well acquainted with the manners of his countrymen; to 
~ntertain any.serious apprehension of a naked and disorderly host 
of barbarians; whose left arm, instead of a shield, was protected 
only by a. mantle; who were-totally disarmed as soon as they 
darted their javelin from their right hand; and whose horses had 
hever been taught to beat the control, or to obey the guidance; ot 
the bri,dle. He fixed his camp of five thousand veterans in the 
face of a superior enemy, and, after the delay of three days, gave 
the signal of a general engagement. ~o As ]1ascezel advanced be
fate the front with fair offers of peace and pardon, he encoun
tered one of the foremost standard-bearers of the Africans, and on 
his refus9.1 to yield, struck him on the arm with his sword. 1.'he 
arin, and the standard, sunk under the weight of the blow; and 
the imaginary act of submission was hastily repeated by all tho 
standards of the line. At this signal, the disaffected cohorts pro. 
claimed the name of their. lawful sovereign; the barbarians, as. 

. tonished by the defection of their Roman allies, dispersed, accord ... 
ing to their custom, in tumultuary flight; and )Iascezel obtained 
the honors of an easy, and almost blo(ldless, victory. 1>1 The 
tyrant escaped from the field of battle to the sea-shore; and 
threw himself into a small vessel~ with the hope of reaching in 
safety some friendly port of the empire of the East;. but the obsti
nacy of tIle wind drove him back into the barbor of Tabraca, f>S 
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which had acknowledged, with the rest of the province, the dfp 
minion of Honorius, and the authority of his lieutenant. The in
habitants, as a pruof of their repentance and luyalty, seized and 
confined the person of Gildo in a dungeon; and his own despair 
saved him from the intolerable torture of supporting the presence 
of an injured and victorious ~rother. 63 1'he captives and the 
spoils of Africa were laid at the feet of the emperor; but Stilicho, 
whose moderation appeared more conspicuous, and more sincere, 
in the midst of prosperity, still affected to consult the laws of 
the republic; and referred to the senate and people of Rome 
the judgment of the most illustrious criminals. o• Their trial 
was public and solemn; but the judges, in the exercise of 
this obsolete and precarious jurisdiction, were impatient to 
punish the African magistrates, who had intercepted the subsis
tence of the Roman people. The rich and guilty province was 
oppressed by the Imperial ministers, who had a visible interest to 
multiply the number of the accomplices of Gildo; and if an edict 
of Honorius seems to check the malicious industry of informers, a 
subsequent edict, at the distance of ten years, continues and 
renews the prosecution of the offences which had been committed 
in the time of the general rebellion. 611 l.'he adherents of the tyrant 
who escaped the first fury of the soldiers, and the judges, might 
derive some consolation from the tragic fate of his brother, who 
could never obtain his pardon for the extraordinary services which 
he had performed. After he had finished an important war in the 
space of a single winter, Mascezel was received at the court of 
~Milan with loud applause, affected gratitude, and secret jeal
ousy ; 6S and his death, which, perhaps, was the effect of acci
dent, has been considered as the crime of Stilicho. In the pas
sage of a bridge, the Moorish prince, who accompanied the mas
ter-general of the West, was suddenly thrown from his horse into 
the river; the officious haste of the attendants was restrained by 
a cruel and perfidious smile, which they observed on the counte
nance of Stilicho; and while they delayed the necessary assist
ance, the unfortunate lIascezel was irrecoverably drowned. r.1 , 

T~e joy of the African triumph was happily connected with the 
nuptIals of the emperor Honorius, and of his cousin Maria, the 
daughter of Stilicho: and this equal and honorable alliance 
seemed to invest the powerful minister with the authority of a par
ent over his submissive pupil. The muse of Claudian. was not silent 
on this propitious day; 68 he sung, in various and lively strains, 
the happiness of the royal pair; and the glory uf the hero, who 
confirmed their union, and supported their throne. The ancient 
fables of Greece, which had almost ceased to be the object of 
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religious faith, were sayed from oblivion by the genius of poetry. 
'rhe picture of the Cyprian grove, the seat of harmony and love; 
the triumphant progress of Venus over her native seas, and the 
mild influence which her presence difiused in the palace of Milan, 
express to every age the natural sentiments of the heart, in the 
just and pleasing language of allegorical fiction. But the amoroue 
impatience which Claudian attributes to the young prince,6Q must 
excite the smiles of the court ~ and his beauteous spouse (if sha 
deserved the praise of beauty) had not much to fear or to hope 
from the passions of her lover. Honorius was only in the four
teenth year of his age; Serena, the mother of his bride, deferred, 
by art or persuasion, the consummation of the royal nuptials; 
Maria died a virgin, after she had been ten years a wife j and the 
chastity of the emperor was secured by the coldness, or, perhaps, 
the debilit.y, of his constitution. 60 His subjects, who attentively 
studied the character of their young sovereign, discovered that 
Honorius was without passions, and consequently without talents; 
and that his feeble and languid disposition was alike incapable of 
discharging the duties of his rank, or of enjoying the pleasures of 
his age. In his early youth he made some progress in the exer
cises of riding and drawing the bow; but he soon relinquished 
these fatiguing occupations, and the amusement of feeding poultry 
became the serious and daily care of the monarch of the West, 61 

who resigned the reins of empire to the firm and skilful hand of 
his guardian Stilicho. The experience of history will countenance 
the suspicion that a prince who was born in the purple, received a 
worse education than the meanest peasant of his dominions; and 
that the ambitious minister s,!fiered him to attain the age of man
hood, with Jut attempting to excite his courage, or to enlighten 
his understanding. 62 The predecessors of Honorius were accus
tomed to animate, by their exam pIe, or at least by their presence, 
the valor of the legions; and the dates of their laws attest the 
perpetual activity of their motions through the provinces of the 
Roman world. But the son of Theodosius passed the slumber of 
his life, a captive in his palace, a stranger ill his country, and the 
patient, almost the indifferent, spectator of the ruin of the West
ern empire, which was repeatedly attacked, and finally subverted, 
by the arms of the barbarians. In the eventful history of a reign 
of twenty-eight years, it will seldom be necessary to mention th" 
name of the emperor Honorius. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

REVOLT OF THE GOTHS.-THEY PLUNDER GREECE.-TWO GREA'l 
INVASIONS OF ITALY BY ALARIC AND RADAGAISUS.-THEY ARB 
lmpULSED BY STILICHO.-THE GERMANS OVERRUN GAUL.
USURPATION OF CONSTANTINE IN THE WEST.-DISGRACE AND 

DEATH OF STILICHO. 

IF the subjects of Rome could be ignorant of their obligations 
to the great 'rheodosius, they were too soon convinced how pain
fully the spirit and abilities of their deceased emperor had sup· 
ported the frail and mouldering edifice of the republic. He died 
in the month of January j and before the end of the winter of the 
same year, the Gothic nation was in arms. 1 The barbarian auxil
iaries erected their independent standard; and-bodly avowed the 
hostile designs, which they had long cherished in their ferocious 
minds. Their countrymen, who had been condemned, by the 
conditions of the last treaty, to a life of tranquillity and labor, de
serted their farms at the first sound of the trumpet; and eagerly 
resumed the weapons which they had reluctantly laid down. The 
barriers of the Danube were thrown open j the savage warriors of 
Scythia issued froUl their forests; and the uncommon severity of 
the winter allowed the poet to remark, "that they rolled their 
:-Dnderous wagons over the broad and icy back of the indignant 
(ver." 2 The unhappy natives of the provinces to the south of 

the Danube submitted to the calamities, which, in the course of 
twenty years, were almost grown familiar to their imagination; 
~nd the various troops of barbarians, who gloried in the Gothic 
4ame, were irregularly spread from the woody shores of Dalmatia, 
.a() the walls of Constantinople. 3 The interruption, or at least the 
diminution, of the subsidy which the Goths had received from tho 
'[)fudcnt liberality of Theodosius, was the .specious pretence of 
tbeir revolt: the affront was imbittered by their contempt for the 
llnwarlike sons of Theodosius j and their resentment was inflaDled 
by the weakness, or treachery, of the minister of Arcadius. The 
frequent visits of Rufiuus to the camp of the barbarians, whose 
~ms and apparel he affected to imitate, were considered as II suffi
,.,ient evidence of his guilty correspondence, and the public enemy, 
from a motive either of gratitude or of policy, was attentive, 
.t.midst the general devastation, to spare the private estates of the 
unpopular prrefect. The Goths, instead of being impelled by the 
blind and headstrong passions of their chiefs, were now directed. 
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by the bold and artful genius of Alaric. That renowned leader 
was descended from the noble race of the Balti ; 4 which yielded 
only to the royal dignity of the Amali : he had solicited the com
mand of the Roman armies; and the Imperial court-provoked him 
to demonstrate the folly of their refusal, and the importance of 
their loss. Whatever hopes might be entertained of the conquest 
of Constantinople, the judicious general soon abandoned an im
practicablo enterprise. In the midst of a divided court and a dis
contented people, the emperor· Arcadius was terrified by the as
pect of the Gothic arms; but the want of wisdom and valor was 
supplied by the strength of the city; and the fortifications, both 
of the sea and land, might securely brave the impotent and ran
dom darts of the barbarians. Alaric disdained to trample any 
longer on the prostrate and ruined countries of Thrace and Dacia, 
and he resolved to seek a plentiful harvest of fame and riches in a 
province which had hitherto escaped the ravages of war. A 

The character of the civil and military officers, on whom Rufi
nus had devolved the government of Greece, confirmed the public 
suspicion, that he had betrayed the ancient seat of freedom and 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconsul Antiochus was the 
unworthy son of a respectable father; and Gerontius, who com
manded the provincial troops, was much better qualified to exe
cute the oppressive orders of a tyrant, than to defend, with cour
age and ability, a country most remarkably fortified by the hand 
of nature. Alaric had traversed, without resistance, the plains of 
Macedonia and Thessaly, as far as the foot of l'Iount Oeta, a steep 
and woody range of hills, almost impervious to his cavalry. They 
stretched from cast to west, to the edge of the sea-shore; and 
left, between the precipice and the :Malian Gulf, an interval of 
three hundred feet, which, in some places. was contracted to a 
road capable of admitting only a single carriage. 8 In this narrow 
pass of Thermopylre, where Leonidas and tlte three hundred Spar
tans had gloriously devoted their lives, the Goths might have been 
stopped, or destroyed, hy a skilful general; and perhaps the view 
of that sacred spot might have kindled some sparks of military 
ardor in the breasts of the degenerate Greeks. The troops which 
had been posted to defend the Straits of Thermopylre, tetired, as 
they were directed, without attempting to disturb the secure and 
rapid passage of Alaric j 1 and the fertile fields of Phocis and 
Breotia were instantly covered by a deluge of barbarians; who 
massacred the males of an age to bear arms, and drove away the 
beautiful females, with the spoil and cattle of the fiaming villages. 
The travellers, who visited Greece several years afterwards, could 
easily discover the deep and bloody traces of the march of the 
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Goths; and Thebes was less indebted for her preservation to the 
strength of her seven gates, than to the eager haste of Alaric, who 
advanced to occupy the city of Athens, and the important harbor of 
the Pirreus. The same impatience urged him to prevent the delay 
and danger of a siege, by the offer of a capitulation; and as soon 
as the Athenians heard the voice of the Gothic herald, they were 
easily persuaded to deliver the greatest part of their wealth, as 
the ransom of the city of l\'linerva and its inhabitants. The treaty 
was ratified by solemn oaths, and observed with mutual fidelity. 
The Got.hic prince, with a small and select train, was admitted 
within the walls; he indulged himself in the refreshment of the 
bath, accepted a splendid banquet, which was proviCied by the 
magistrate, and ~ffected to show that he was not ignomnt of the 
manners of civilized nations. 8 But the whole territory of Attica, 
from the promontory of Sunium to the town of l\legara, was 
blasted by his baleful presence; and, if we may use the compari
son of a contemporary philosopher, Athens itself resembled the 
bleeding arid empty skin of a slaughtered victim. The distance 
between l\Iegara and Corinth could not much exceed thirty miles; 
but the bad road, an expressive name, which it still hears among 
the Greeks, was, or might easily have been made, impassable for 
the march of an enemy. The thick and gloomy woods of l\Iount 
Cithreron covered the inland country; the Scironian rocks ap
proached the water's edge, and hung over the narrow and wind
ing path, which was confined above six miles along the sea~shore.1I 
The passage of those rocks, so infamous in every age, was termi
nated by the Isthmus of Corinth; and a small body of firm and in
trepid soldiers might h~ve successfully defended a temporary in
trenchment of five or six miles from the Ionian to the .LEgean Sea. 
The confidence of the cities of Peloponnesus in their natural ram
yart, had tempted them to neglect the care of their antique walls; 
and the avarice of the Roman governors had exhausted and be
trayed the unhappy province. 10 Corinth, Argos, Sparta, yielded 
without resistance to the arms of the Goths; and the most for
tunate of the inhabitants were saved, by death, from beholding 
the slavery of their families and the conflagration of their cities. 11 

'I'he vases and statues were distributed among the barbarians, with 
more regard to the value of the materials, thrm to the elegance of 
the workmanship; the female captives submitted to the laws of 
war; the enjoyment of beauty was the reward of valor; and the 
Greeks could not reasonably complain of an abuse which was jus
tified by the example of the heroic times. 1~ The descendants of 
that extraordinary people, who had considered valor and disci~ 
pline as the walls of Sparta, no longer "~membered the generous 

http:sea~shore.1I
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reply of their ancestors to an invader more formidable than Ala
ric. " If thou art a god, thou wilt not hurt those who have never 
injured thee; if thou art a man, advance :-and thou wilt find men 
equal to thyself." IS From Thermopylre to Sparta, the leader of 
the Goths pursued his victorious march without encountering any 
mortal antagonists: but one of the advocates of expiring Pagan
ism has confidently asserted, that the walls of Athens were guard
ed by the goddess :Minerva, with her formidable .LEgis, and by the 
angry phantom of Achilles; :4 and that the conqueror wab dismayed 
by the presence of the hostile deities of Greece. In an age of 
miracles. it would perhaps be unjust to dispute the claim of the 
historian Zosimus to the common benefit: yet it cannot be dissem
bled, that the mind of Alaric was ill prepared to receive, either in 
sleeping or waking visions, the impressions of Greek superstition. 
The songs of Homer, and the fame of Achilles, had probably 
never reached the ear of the illiterate barbarian; and the Chris
tian faith, which he had devoutly embraced, taught bim to de
spise the imaginary deities of Rome and Athens. The invasion of 
the Goths, instead of vindicating the honor, contributed, at least 
accidentally, to extirpate the last remains of Paganism: and the 
mysteries of Ceres, which had subsisted eighteen hundred years, 
did not survive the destruction of Eleusis, and the calamities of 
Greece. If> 

The last hope of a people who could no longer depend on their 
arms, their gOdR, or their sovereign, was placed in the powerful 
assistance of the general of the West; and Stilicho, who had not 
been permitted to repulse, advanced to chastise, the invaders of 
Greece.!6 A. numerous fleet was equipped in the ports of Italy; 
and the troops, after a. short and prosperous navigation over the 
Ionian Sea, were safely disembarked on the isthmus, near the 
ruins of Corinth. The woody and mountainous country of Arca
dia, the fabulous residence of Pan and the Dryads, became the 
scene of a long and doubtful conflict between the two generals 
not unworthy of each other. The skill and perseverance of the 
Roman at length prevailed; and the Goths, after snstaining a 
considerable loss from disease and desertion, gradually. retreated 
to the lofty mountain of Pholoe, near the sources of the Peneus, 
and on the frontiers of Elis; a sacred country, which had formerly 
been exempted from the calamities of war.11 The camp of the 
barbarians was immediately besieged ; the waters of the river II 

were diverted into another channel; and while they labored un
.der the intolerable pressure of thirst and hunger, a strong line of 
circumvallation was formed to prevent their escape. After these 
precautions, Stilicho, too confide&t of victory, retired to enjoy his 
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triumph, in the theatrical games, and lascivious dances, of the 
Greeks i his soldiers, deserting their standards, spread themselves 
over the country of their allies, which they stripped of all that 
had been saved from the rapacious hands of the enemy. Alaric 
appears to have seized the favorable moment to execute one of 
th()~e hardy enterprises, in which the abilities of ageneral are dis
played with more genuine lustre, than in the tumult. of a day of 
battle. To extricate himself from the prison of Peloponnesus, it 
was necessary that he should pierce the intrenchments which sur
rounded his camp i that he should perform a difficult and danger
ous march of thirty miles, as far as the Gulf of Corinth; and that 
he should transport his troops, his captives, and his spoil, over an 
arm of the sea, which, in the narrow interv~l between Rhiulll and 
the opposite shore, is at least half a mile in' breadth. \9 The oper
ations of Alaric must have been secret, prudent, and rapid; since 
the Roman gener!).l was confounded by the intelligence, that the 
Goths, who had eluded his efforts, were in full possession of the 
important province of Epirus. This unfortunate delay allowed 
Alaric sufficient time to conclude the treaty, which he secretly 
negotiated, with the ministers of Constantinople. The apprehen
sion of a civil war compelled Stilicho to retire, at the haughty 
mandate of his rivals, from the dominions of Arcadius; and he 
respected, in the enemy of Rome, the honorable character of the 
ally and servant of the emperor of the East. ' 

A Grecian philosopher, JO who visited Constantinople soon after 
the death of Theodosius, published his liberal opinions concerning 
the duties of kings, and the state of the Roman republic. Syne
sius observes, and deplores, the fatal abuse, which the imprudent 
bounty of the late emperor had introduced into the military ser
vice. The citizens and subjects bad purchased an exemption from 
the indispensable duty of defending their country; which was 
supported by the arms of barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of 
Scythia were permitted to disgrace the illustrious dignities of the 
empire; their ferociuus youth, who disdained the salutary re
straint of la.ws, were more anxious to acquire the riches, than to 
imitate t,he arts, of a people, the object of their contempt auu 
hatred; and the power uf the Goths was the stone of Tantalus, 
perpetually suspended over the peace and safety of the devoted 
state. The measures which Synesius recommends, are the dic· 
tates of a hold and generous patriot. He exhorts the emperor ta 
revive the courage·of his subjects, by the example of manly vir
tue ; to banish luxury from the court and from the camp; to sub·, 
stitute, in the place of the barbarian mercenaries, an army of men, 
interested in the defence of. their laws and of their property; to 
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force, in such a moment of public danger, the mechanic from his 
shop, and the philosopher from his school; to rouse the indolent 
citizen from his dream of pleasure, and to arm, for the protection 
of agriculture, the hands of the laborious husbandman. At the 
head of such troops, who might deserve the name, and would dis
play the spirit, of Romans, he animates the son of Theodosius to 
encounter a race of bai"lmrians, who were destitute of any real 
courage; and never to lay Jown 11is arms, till he had chased them 
far away into the solitudes of Scythia; or had reduced them to 
the state of ignominious servitude, which the LacedremoIJians for
merly imposed on the captive Helots. 21 The court of Arcadius in
dulged the zeal, applauded the eloquence, and neglected the ad
vice, of Synesius. Perhaps the philosopher, who addresses the 
emperor of the East in the language of reason and virtue, which 
he might have used to a f p titan king, had not condescended to 
form a practicable scheme, consistent with the temper, and cir
cumstances, of a degenerate age. Perhaps the pride of the minis
ters, whose business was seldom interrupted by reflection, might 
reject, as wild and visionary, every proposal, which exceeded the 
measure of their capacity, and deviated flOm the forms and pre
cedents of office. While the oration of Syne~ius, and the down
fall of the barharians, were the topics of popular conversation, an 
edict was published at Constantinople, which declared the promo
tion of Alaric to the rank of master-general of the Eastern ll1yri
cum. The Roman provinrials, and the allies, who had respected 
the faith of treaties, were justly indignant, that the ruin of Greece 
and Epirus should be so liberally rewarded. The Gothic con
queror was received as a. lawful magistrate, in the cities which he 
had so lately besieged. The fathers, whose sons he had mas
sacred, the husbands, whose wives he had violated, were subject 
to his authority; and the success of his rebellion encouraged the 
amhition of every leader of the foreign mercenaries. The use to 
which Alari~ applied his new command, distinguishes the firm 
and judicious character of his policy. He issued his orders to the 
four magazines and manufactures of offensive hnd defensive arms, 
Margus, Ratiaria, Naissus, and Thessalonica, to provide bis troops 
with an extraordinary supply of shields, helmets, swords, and 
spears; the unhappy provincials were compelled to forge the in
struments of their own destruction; and the barbarians removed 
the only defect which had sometimes disappointed the efforts of 
their courage. 22 The birth of Alaric, the glory of his past ex
ploits, and the confidence in his future designs, insensibly united 
the body of the nation under his victorious stundard; and, with the 
unanimous consent of the barbarian chieftains, the mast~-gene1'8.l 



340 TIlE DECLINE AND FALL 

of Illyricum Wl:l,S elevated, according to ancient custom, on a 
shield, and solemnly proclaimed king of the Visigoths. ~s Armed 
with this double power, seated on the verge of the two empires, 
he alternately sold his deceitful promises to the courts of Arcadius 
and Honorius ; 24 till he declared and executed his resolution of 
invading the dominions of the ·West. The provinces of Europe, 
which belonged to the Eastern emperor, were already exhausted; 
those of Asia were inaccessible; and the strength of Constantino
ple had resisted his attack. But he was tempted by the fame, the 
beauty, the wealth of Italy, which he had twice visited; and he 
secretly aspired to plant the Gothic standard on the walls of 
Home, and to enrich his army with the accumulated spoils of three 
hundred triumphs. 26 

The scarcity of facts,26 and the uncertainty of dates,21 oppose 
our attempts to describe the circumstances of the first invasion of 
Italy by the arms of Alaric. His march, perhaps from Thessalo
nica, through the warlike and hostile country of Pannonia, as far 
as the foot of the Julian Alps; his passage of those mountains, 
which were strongly guarded by troops and intrenchments; the 
siege of Aquileia, and the conquest of the provinces of Istria and 
Venetia, appear to have employed a considerable time. Unless 
his operations were extremely cautious and slow, the length of 
the interval would suggest a probable suspicion, that the Gothic 
king retreated towards the banks of the Danube; and re-enforced 
his army with fresh swarms of barbarians, before he again at
tempted to penetrate into the healot of Italy. Since the public 
and important events escape the diligence of the historian, he may 
amuse himself with contemplating, for a moment, the influence of 
the arms of Alaric on the fortunes of two obscure individuals, a 
presbyter of Aquileia and a husbandman of Verona. The learned 
Rufinus, who was summoned by his enemies to appear before a 
Roman synod,28 wisely preferred the dangers of a besieged city; 
and the barbarians, who furiously shook the walls of Aquilcia, 
might save him from the cruel sentence of another heretic, who, 
at the request of the same bishops, was severely whipped, and 
condemned to perpetual exile on a desert island. 29 The old man, 30 

who had passed his simple and innocent life in the neighborhood 
of Verona, was a stranger to the quarrels both of kings and of 
bishops; his pleasures, his desirES, his knowledge, were confined 
within the little circle of his paternal farm; and a staff supported 
his aged steps, on the same ground where he had sported in his 
intancy. Yet even this humble and rustic felicity (which Clau
dian describes with so much truth and feeling) was still exposed 
to the undistinguishing rage of war. His trees, his old contc1n]Jo
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rary trees, n must b1aze in the conflagration of the whole coun
try; a detachment of Gothic cavalry might sweep away his cot
tage and his family, and the power of Alaric could destroy this 
happiness, which he was not able either to taste or to bestow. 
" Fame, " says the poet, " encircling with terror her gloomy wings, 
pro('laimed the march of the barbarian army, nnd filled Italy with 
consternation:" the apprehensions of each individual were in· 
creased in just proportion to the measure of his fortune: and the 
most timid, who had already embarked their valuable effects, med
itated their escape to the island of Sicily, or the African coast. 
The public distress was aggravated by the fears and reproaches of 
superstition. 32 Every hour produced some horrid tale of strange 
and portentous accidents; the Pagans deplored the neglect of 
omens, and the interruption of sacrifices; but the Christians still 
derived some comfort from the powerful intercession of the saints 
and martyrs. 33 

The emperor Honorius was distinguished, above his subjects, 
by the pre-emin(fnce of fear, as well as of rank. The pride and 
lUXury in which he was educated, had not allowed him to sus
pect, that there existed on the earth any power presumptuous 
enough tl) invade the repose of the successor of Augustus. The 
arts of flattery concealed the impending danger, till Alaric ap
proached the palace of :Milan. But when the sound of war had 
awakened the youLg emperor, instead of flying to arms with the 
spirit, or even the rashness of his age, he eagerly listened to those 
timid counsellors, who proposed to convey his sacred person, and 
his faithful attendants, to some secure and distant station in the 
provinces of Gaul. Stilicho alone U had courage and authority 
to resist this disgraceful measure, which would have abandoned 
Rome and Italy to the barbarians; but as the troops of the pal
ace had been lately detached to the Rhretian frontier, and as the 
resource of new levies was slow and precarious, the general of 
the West could only promise, that, if the court of Milan would 
maintain their ground during his absence, he would soon return 
with an army equal to the encounter of the Gothic king. With
out losing a moment (while each moment was so important to 
the public safety), Stilicho hastily embarked on the Larian Lake, 
ascended the mountains of ice and snow, amidst the severity of 
an Alpine winter, and suddenly repressed, by his unexpected 
presence, the enemy, who had disturbed the tranqUillity of Rhre
tia. 311 The barbarians, perhaps some tribes of the Alemanni, re
flpected the firmness of a chief, who still assumed the language of 
command; and the choice which he condescended to make, of a 
select number of their bravest youth, was considered as a mark of 
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his esteem and favor. The cohorts, who were delivered from the 
neighboring foe, diligently repaired to the Imperial standard; 
and Stilicho issued his order~ to the most remote troops of the 
West, to advance, by rapid marches, to the defence of Honorius, 
and of Italy. The fortresses of the Rhine were abandoned; and 
the ~afety of Gaul was protected only by the faith of the Ger
mans, and the ancient terrur uf the Roman name. Even the le
gion which had been stationed to guard the wall of Britain 
against the Caledonians of the North, was hastily recalled; 36 and 
a numerous body of the cavalry of the Alani was persuaded to 
engage in the service of the emperor, who anxiously expected the 
return of his general. The prudence and vigor of Stilicho were 
conspicuous on this occasion, which revealed, at the same time, 
the weakness of the falling empire. The legions of Rome, which 
had long since languished in the gradual decay of discipline and 
courage, were exterminated by the Gothic and civil wars; anti it 
was found impossible, without exhausting and exposing the pro....
inces, to assemble an army for the defence of Italj. 

When Stilicho seemed to abandon his sovereign in the unguarded 
palace of :lnilan, he had probahly calculated the term of his ab
sence, the distance of the enemy, and the obstacles that might 
retard their march. He principally depended on the rivers of 
Italy, the Adige, the ~lincius, the Oglio, and the Addua, which, 
in the winter or spring, by the full of rains, or by the melting of 
the snows, are commonly swelled into broad and impetuous tor
rents.31 But the season happened to be remarkably dry: and the 
Goths could traverse, without impediment, the wide and stony 
beds, whose centre was faintly marked by the course of a shallow 
stream. The bridge and passage of the Addua were secured by 
a strong detachment of the Gothic army; and, as Alaric ap
proached the walls, or rather the suburbs, of .Milan, he enjoyed 
the proud satisfaction of beeing the emperor of the Romans fly 
before him. Honorius, accompanied by a feeble train of states
men and eunuchs, hastily retreated towards the Alps, with a de
sign of securing his person in the city of ArIes, which had often 
been the royal residence of his predecessors. * But Honorius S5 

had scarcely passed the 'Po, before he was overtaken by the speed 
of the Gothic cavalry; Sg since the urgency of the danger com
pelled him to seck a temporary shelter within the fortifications of 

* Accordin,!:! to Lc 13e:m and his rommcntlltor, M. St. ~Jartin, Honorius did not 
attcmpt to fly. St'ttlement8 were offercd to the Goths III Lombardy, !lnd they ad· 
vance(l from the Po towards the Alps to take posse'<sion of them. But it \\:as a 
treacherous str,lta~"m of Stili, ho. who "urpri~ed them while thcy were reposing, 
on 'the fUlth of thl" treaty. Le !kau, i. 2.23.-M. 
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Asta, a: town of Liguria or Piemont, situate on the banks of the 
Tanarus. 4o The siege of an obscure plnce, which contained so 
rich a prize. and seemed incapable of n, long resistance, was in
stantly formed, and indefatigably pressed. by the king of the 
Goths; and thl~ bold declaration, which the emperor might after
wards make. that his breast had ne\'er been susceptible of fear, 
did not probably obtain much credit, even in his own court.41 In 
the last, and almost hopeless extremity, after the barbarians had 
already proposed the indignity of q capitulation. the Imperial cap~ 
tive was suadenly relieved by the fame, the approach,:.and at 
length, tlw presence, of the hero, whom he had so long expected. 
At the head of a chosen and intrepid vanguard, Stilicho swam the 
stream of the Addua, to gain the time which he must have lost 
in the attack of the bridge; the passage of the Po was an enter
prise of much less hazard and difficulty; and the successful ac
tion, in which he cut his way through the Gothic camp under the 
waUs of Asta, revived the hopes, and vindicated the honor, of 
Rome. Instead of grasping the fruit of his victory, the barbarian 
was gradually invested, on every siele, by the troops of the West, 
who successively issued through all the passes of the Alps; his 
quarters were straitened; his convoys were intercepted; and the 
vigilance of the nomans prepared to form a chain of fortifications, 
ana to besiege the lines of the besiegers. A military council was 
assembled of the long-haired chiefs of the Gothic nation; of aged 
warriors, whose bodies were wrapped in furs, and whose stern 
countenunr.es were marked with honorable wounds. They 
weighed the glory of persisting in their attempt against the ad
vantage of securing their plunder; and they recommended the 
prudent measure of a seasonable retreat. In this important de
bate, Alaric displayed the spirit of the conqueror of Rome ; and 
after he had reminded his countrymen of their achievements and 
of"their designs, he concluded his animating speech by the solemn 
and positive assurance that he waS resolved to find in Italy either 
a kingdom or a grave. 411 

The loose discil)line of the barbarians always exposed them to 
the danger.of a surprise (but, instead of choosing the dissolute 
hours of riot I!nd intemperance, Stilicho resolved to attack the 
Christian Goths, whilst they were devoutly employed in celebrat
ing the festival of Easter. 43 The execution of the stratagem, or, 
as it was termed by the clergy, of the sacrilege, was intrusted to 
Saul, a barbarian and a Pagan, who had served, however, with 
distinguished reputation among the veteran generals of Theoda
sius. The camp of the Goths, which Alaric had pitched in the 
neighborhood of Pollentia,44 was thrown into confusion by t~c 
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sudden and impetuous charge of the Imperial cavalry; but, in a 
few moments, the undaunted genius of their leader gave them an 
order, and ,a field of battle; and as soon as they had recovered 
from their astonishment, the pious confidence, that the God of the 
C!lristians would assert their cause, added new strength to their~ 
native valor. In this engagement, which was long maintained 
with equal courage and success, the chief of the Alani, whose di
minutive and savage form concealed a magnanimous soul, approved 
his suspected loyalty, by the zeal with which he fought, and fell, 
in the service of thc republic; and the fame of this gallant bar4 
b:\rian has been imperfectly preserved in the verses of Claudian, 
since the poet, who celebrates his virtue, has omitted the men
tion of his name. His death was followed by the flight and dis
may of the squadrons which he commanded; and the defeat of 
the wing of cavalry might have decidcd the victory of Alaric, if 
StiIicho had not immediately led the Roman and barbarian in~ 
fan try to the attack. The skill of the general, and the bravery 
of the soldiers, surmounted every obst'acle. In the evening of the 
bloody day the Goths r0treated from the field of battle; the in4 
trenchments .of their camp were forced, and the scene of rapine 
and slaughter made some atonement for the calamities which they 
had inflicted on the subjects of the empire. ,0 The magnificent 
spoils of Corinth and Argos enriched the veterans of the West; 
the captive wife of Alaric, who had impatiently claimed his prom
ise of Roman jewels and Patrician handmaids, '6 was reduced to 
implore the mercy of the insulting foe; and many thousand pris
oners, released from the Gothic chains, dispersed through the 
provinces of Italy t.he praises of their heroic deliverer. The tri
umph of Stilicho 41 was compared by the poet, and perhaps by 
the public, to th<lt of .Marius; who, in the same part of Italy, had 
encountered and destroyed another army of Northern barbarians. 
The huge bones, amI the empty helmets, of the Cimbri and of the 
Goths, wonld e:l.sily be confounded by succeeding generations; 
ann. posterity might erect a common trophy to the memory of the 
two most illustrious generals, who had vanquished, on the same 
memorable ground, the two most formidable enemies of Rome. 48 

Th~ eloquence of Claudian H has celebrated, with lavish applause, 
the VIctory of Pollentia, one of the most glorious days in the life 
of his patron; but his reluctant and partial muse bestows more 
genuine praise on the character of the Gothic king. His name is, 
indeed, branded with the reproachful epithets of pirate and rob, 
ber, to which the conquerors of every age are so justly entitled i 
but the "poet of Stilicho is compelled to acknowledge that Alaric 
possessed the invincible temper of mind, which rises superior to 
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every misfortune, and derives new resources from adversity. After 
the total defeat of his infantry, he escaped, or rather withilrew, 
from the field of battle, with the greatest part of his cavalry entire 
and unbroken. Without wasting a moment to lament the irrepar
able loss of so many brave companions, he left his victorious en
emy to bind in chains the· captive images of a Gothic king; 50 

and boldly resolved to break through the unguarded passes of 
,'the Apennine, to spread desolation over the fruitful face of Tus
'cany, and to conquer or die before the gates of Rome. The capi
tal was saved by the active and incessant diligence of Stilicho : 
but he respected the despair of his enemy; and, instead of com
mitting the fate of the republic to the chance of another battle, 
he proposed to purchase the al)sence of the barbarians. The 
spirit of Alaric would have rejected such terms, the permission of 
a retreat, and the offer of 3 pension, with contempt and indigna
tion ; but he exercised a limited and precarious authority ovel' 
the independent chieftains who had raise.d him for tneir service, 
above the rank of his equals; they wcre stiHless disposed to folo: 
10\X an unsuccessful general, and many oi them were tempted to 
consult their interest by a private negotiation with the minister of 
Honorius. The king submitted to the voice of his people, rati
fied the treaty with the empire of the West, and repassed the Po 
with the remains of the flourishing army which he had led into 
Italy. A considerable part of the Roman forces still continued to 
attend his motions; and Stilicho. who maintained a secret cor
respondence with sonie of the barbarian chiefs, was punctually 
appri8ed of the designs that were formed in the camp and coun
cil of Alaric. The king of tlle Goths, ambitious to signalize his 
retreat by some splendid achievement, had resolved to occupy the 
important city of Verona, which commands the principal passage 
of the Rhrotian Alps; and, directing his march through the terri
tories of those German tribes whose alliance would restore his ex
hausted strength, to invade, on the side of !he Rhine, the wealthy 
and unsuspecting provinces of Gaul. Ignorant of the treason 
which had already betrayed his bold and judicious enterprise, he 
advanced towards the passage of the mountains, already possessed 
by the Imperial troops; where he was exposed, almost at tIle sume 
instant, to a general attack in the front, on his flanks, and in tIu. 
rear. In this bloody action, at a small distance from the walls of 
Verona, the loss of the Goths was not less heavy thaI! that which 
they had sustained in the defeat of Pollentia ; and their vllliunt 
king, ~vho escaped by etc swiftness of his horse, must eit11e:
have been slain or made prisoner, if the hasty rashness of the A lani 
had not disl\ppointed th~ measures of the Roman general 
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Alaric secured the remains of his army on the adjacent rocks; 
and prep:lred him'5eif, with undaunted resolution, to maintain a 
sierre against the superior numbers of the enemy, who invested 
hi~ on all sides. But he could not oppose the destructive pro~ 
gress of hunger and disease; nor was. it possible for him to check 
the continual desertion of his impatient and capricious barbari. 
ans. In this extremity he still found resources in his own' cour· 
ag(), Qt' in th3 lU'lleration of his adversary; and the retreat of the 
Gothic king W.1S considered as the deliverance of Italy. 51 Yet 
the people, and even the clergy, incapable of forming any ra~ 
tional judgment of the business of peace and war, presumed to 
arraign the policy of Stilicho, who so often vanquished, so often 
surrounded, and so often dismissed the implacable enemy of the 
republic. The first moment of the public safety is devoted to 
gratitude ana joy; but the second is diligently occupied by envy 
and calumny. 5~ 

The citize,ls of Rom3 had been astonished by the approach of 
Alaric j and the diligence with which they labored to restore the 
walls of the ca.pital, confessed their own fears and the decline of 
the empire. After tlu retreat of the barbarians, Honorius was 
directed to accept th3 dutiful invitation of the sena.te, and to cele
brate, in the Imperi'Ll city, the auspicious rom of the Gothic vic
tory, and of his sixth consulship. 53 The suburbs and the streets, 
from the Mil vian bridg3 to the P,Llatine ~Iount, 'were filled by 
the Rom'ln people, who, in the space of a hundred years, had 
only thrice been honored with the presence of their sovereigns. 
'While their ercs were fixei on the chariot where Stilicho was de
servedly seated by the side of his royal pupil, they applauded the 
pomp of a triumph, which was not stained, like that of Constan
tine, or of Theouo3iu3, with civil blood. The pl'ocession passed 
unuer a lofty arch, which had been purposely erected: but in less 
than seven years, the Gothic conquerors of Rome might reart} if 
they were able to read, the superb inscription of that monument, 
which attested the total defeat and destruction of their nation. O. 
The emperor resided several months in the capital, and every 
p'lrt of his behavior wa'; regulated with care to conciliate the 
affection of the clergy, the senate, and the people of Rome. The 
cl~rgy was edified by his frequent visits and Hheral gifts to thp. 
shl'iues of the apostles. The senate, who, in the triumphal pro
ces~ion, had heen excuse~ from t)le humiliating ceremony 'Of pre.. 
cedmg on foot the Impetlal charlOt, was treated with the decent 
reverence which Stilicho always affected for that assembly. The 
neople was repeatedly gratitied by the attention and courtesy of 
lIonorius in the public games. which were celebrated on that 
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~ccasion with Q magnificcllce nut unworthy of the spectator. As 
soon as the appointed number of chariot-races was concluded, the 
decoration of the Circus was suddenly changed; the hunting of 
wild beasts afforded a various and splendid entertainment; and 
the chase was succep,ded by a military dance, which seems, in the 
lively description of Claudian, to present the image of a modern 
·~)Urnament. 

In these games of Honorius, the inhuman combats of gladia
IJrs 65 polluted, for the last time, the amphitheatre of Rome. The 
Brst 0hristian emperor may claim the honor of Ow 111'st edict 
which condemned the art and amusement of shedding human 
blood; 56 but this benevolent law expressed the wishes of the 
prince, without reforming an inveterate abuse, which degraded a 
civilized nation below the condition of savage cannibals. Sev
eral hundr£::d, perhaps several thousand, victims w~re annually 
slaughtered in the great cities of the empire; and the month of 
December, more peculiarly devoted to the combats of gladiators, 
still exhibited to the eyes of the Roman people a grateful specta
cle of blood and cruelty. Amidst the general joy of the victory 
of Poll entia, a Christian poet exhorted the emperor to extirpate, 
by his authority, the horrid custom, which had so long resisted 
the voice of huma.nity and religion. ~7 The pat11etic representa. 
tions of Prudentiu8 were less effectual than the generous boldiless 
of Telemachus, an Asiatic monk, whose death was more useful to 
mankind than his life. ~8 The Romans were provoked by the in
terruption of their pleasures; and the rash monk who had de
scended into the arena to separate the gladiators, was over
whelmed under a shower of stones. But tl1e madness of the peo
ple soon subsiiled; they respected the memory of TeJemachus, 
Who had deserved the honors of martyrdom; and they submitted, 
'Yithout a murmur, to the laws of Honorins, which abolished for
tver the human sacrifices of the amphitheatre.* The citizens, 
Who- adhered to the manners of their ancestors, might perhaps 
insinuate that the last remains of the martial spirit were preserved 
in this school of fortitude, which accustomed the Romans to the 
sight of blood, and to the contempt of deuth; a vain and cruel 
prejudice, so nobly confuted by the valor of ancient Greece, and 
of modern Europe! 59 The recent danger, to which the person of 

• Muller, in his valuahle treatise, de Genio. moribna et luxn revi Theodo!danl, iii! 
dispo::led to question the effect produced by the heroiC, or ruther 8aintl~·, death of 
'.I'elemachus. No prohibitory law of Honoriu:! i~ to be found in the 'l'hcodosiun 
Code, only the old and imperh'ct edict of Constantine. But ~Iullt'r 11m. produccd· 
no evidence or allusion to gladiatorial l'hows uncI' this PCI iod. 'I'he combats with 
wild beasts certhinly lasted till the fall of the Western Plllpil'l'; but the gladiatorial 
combats ceased either by common consent, or by Imperial ellict.-M. 
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the emperor had been exposed in the defenceless palace (f Milan, 
urged him to seek a retreat in some inaccessible fortress of Italy, 
where he might securely remain, while the open country was cov~ 
ered by a ueluge of barbarian~. On the coast of the Adriatic, about 
ten or twelve mil~s from the most southern of the seven mouths 
of'the Po, the Thessalians had founded the ancient colony of RA
YE~~.A, 60 which they afterwards resigned to the natives of Um
hria. A'l'1'U'ltll~, W:l') h1\1 ol,.>3erved the opportunity of the place, 
prepared, ~t -the distance of three miles from the old town, a ca
pacious harbor. for the reception of two hundred and fifty ships 
of war. This naval establishment, which included the arsenals 
and magazines, the barracks of the troops, and the houses of the 
artificers, derived its origin and name from the permanent station 
of the Roman fleet; the intermediate space was soon filled with 
buildings and inhabitants, and the three extensive and populous 
quarters of Ravenna gradually contributed to form one of the 
most important cities of Italy. The principal canal of Augustus 
poured a copious stream of the waters of the Po through the 
midst of the city, to the entrance of the harbor; the same waters 
were introduced into the profound ditches that encompassed the 
walls; they were distributed, by a thousand subordinate canals 
into every part of the city, which they divided into a variety of 
small islands; the communication was maintained onlJ by the 
use of boats and bridges; and the houses of Ravenna, whose ap
pearance rna.y be compared to that of Venice, were raised on the 
foundation of wooden piles. The adjacent country, to the dis
tance of many miles, was a deep and impassable morass; and the 
artificial causeway, which connected Ravenna with the continent, 
might be easily guarded or destroyed, on the approach of a hos
tile army. These morasses were interspersed, however, with 
vineyards: and though the soil was exhausted by four or five 
crops, the town enjoyed a more plentiful supply of wine than of 
fresh water. 61 The air, instead of receiving the sickly and almost 
pestilential exhalations of low and marshy grounds, was distin
guished, like the neighborhood of Alexandria, as uncommonly pure 
and salubrious; and this singular advantage was ascrihed to the 
regul~r tides of the Adriatic, which swept the canals, interrupted 
the unwholesome stagnation of the waters, and floated, every day, 
the vessels of the adjacent country into the heart of Ravenna. 
The gradual retreat of the sea has left the modern city at the dis
tance of four miles from the Adriatic; and as early as the fifth or 
sixth century of the Christian rora the port of Augustus was con
verted into pleasant orchards; and a lonely grove of pines cov
ered the ground where the Roman fleet onc~ rode at anchor. lit 
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Even that alteration contributed to increase the natural strengtlt 
of the Jllace; and the shallowness of the water was a sufficient 
barrier against the large ships of the enemy. 'l'his advantageous 
situation was fortified by art and labor; and, in the twentieth year 
of his age, the emperor of the W~st, anxious only for his personal 
safety, retired to the perpetual confinement of the ,yalls and 
morasses of Ravenna. The example of Honorius was imitated hy 
his feeole successors, the Gothie kings, and afterwards the Ex
archs, who occupied the throne and l)alace of the emperors; 
and till the middle of the eighth century, Ravenna was considered 
as the seat of government and the capital of Italy. 63 

The fears of Honorius were not without foundatior., nor were 
his precautions without effect. While Italy rejoiced in her de
liverance from the Goths, a furious tempest was excited among 
the nations of Germany, who yielded to the irresistible impulse 
that appeal'S to ha'1e been gradually ccmmunicated from the 
eastern extremity of the continent of Asia. The Chinese annals, 
as they have been interpreted by the learncd industry of the pres
ent age, may be usefully applied to reveal the secret and remote 
causes of the faU of the Roman empire. The extensive territory to 
the north of the great wall Wj\S possessed, after the flight of the 
Huns, by the victorjous Sienpi, who were sometimes broken into 
inilependent tribes, and sometimes reunited under a supreme 
chief, till at length, styling themselves 'l'opa, or masters of the 
earth, they acquired a more solid consistence, and a more formi
dable power. The Topa soon compelled the pastoral nations of 
the eastern desert to acknowledge the superiority of their 'arms ; 
they invaded China in a period of weakness and intestine discord; 
and these fortunate Tartars, adopting the laws and manners of the 
vanquished people, founded an Imperial dynasty, which reigned 
near one hundred Imd sixty years over the northern provinccs of 
the monarchy. Some generations before they ascended the throne 
of China, one of the Topa princes had enlisted in his cavalry 8 

Idave of the name of l\Ioko, renowned for his valor, but who was 
tempted, by the fear of punishment, to desert his standard, and to 
range the desert at the head of a hundred followers. This gang 
of robbers and outlaws swelled into a camp, a tribe, a numerOUii 
people, distinguished by the appellation of Geol1[Jen.; and their 
lhereditary chieftains, the posterity of 1\Ioko the slave, assumed 
their rank among the Scythian monarchs. The youth of Toulun, 
the greatest of his descendants, was exercised by those misfortunes 
which are the school of heroes. He bravelY struggled with ad
versity, broke the imperious yoke of the Topa, nnd became the 
legislator of his nation, and the conqueror of Tartary. His troops 
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wero distributed mto regular bands of n hundred and of a thou~ 
sand men; cowards were stoned to death; the most splpndid 
honors were proposed as the reward of valor; and Toulun, who 
harl knowledge enough to despise the learning of China, adopted 
only such arts and institutions as were favorable to the military 
spirit of his government. His tents, which he removed in the 
winter season to a more southern latitude, were pitched, dUl'iug 
the summer, on the fruitful banks of the Selinga. His conquests 
stretched from Corea far beyond the River Irtish. IIe vau
quished, in the country to the north of the Caspian Sea, the na
tion of the Huns / and the new title of lOwn or Caq{tn, expressed 
the fame and power which he derived from this memorable vic
tory.&{ 

The chain of events is interrupted, or rather is concealed, as it 
paRses from the Volga to the Vistula, through the dark interval 
whieh separates the extreme limits of the Chinese and of the 
Roman geography. Yet the temper of the barbarians, and the 
experience of successive emigrations, sufficiently declare, that the 
HUllS, who were oppressed by the arms of the Geougen, soon 
withdrew from the presence of an insulting victor. The countries 
towJ.rds the ·Euxine were already occupied by their -kindred 
tribes: and their hasty flight, which they soon converted into a 
hold attack, would more naturally be directed towards the nch 
and level plains, through which the Vistula gently flows into the 
Baltic Sea. The North must t,gain have been alarmed, and agi
tated, by the invasion of the Huns; * and the nations who re
treated before them must have pressed with incumbent weight on 
the confines of Germany. 6(; The inhabitants of those regions, 
which the ancients ha.ve assigned to the Sue vi, the Vandals, and 
the Burgundians, might embrace the resolution of abandoning to 
the fugitives of Sarrnatia their woods and morasses; or at least of 
discharging their superfluous numbers. on the provinces of the 
Roman empire. 68 About four years after the victorious Toulun 
had assum2d the title of Khan of the Geongen, another barbarian, 
the haughty Rhodogast, or RadaO'aisus,67 marched from the 
nOl'thern extremities of Germany alm~st to the gates of Rome, and 
left the remains of his army to achieve the destruction of the 
West. The Vandals, the Sue vi, and the Burgundians, formed the 
strength of this mighty host; but the Alani, who had found a 
hospitahle reception in their new seats, added their active cav

• There ig no authority which connects this inrOlld of the Teutonic tribes with 
the movement" of the Huns. The Huns can hardly have reached the abores of the 
Baltic. and probably the ~eater part or the force.. or Rlldagail!us. particularly the 
Vandals, had long occupied 1l1ll0rC aoutl.lllrll posilion.-M. 
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aIry to the heavy infantry of the Germans; and the Gothic ad. 
venturers crowded so eagerly to the standard of Radagnisus, that, 
by some historians, he has been styled the King of the Goths. 
Twelve thousand warriors, distinguished above the vulgar by their 
noble birth, or their valiant deeds, glittered in the van; es and the 
whole multitude, wllich was not less than two hundred thousand 
fighting men, might be increased, by the accession of women, of 
chil<1ren, and of slaves, to the amount oi four hundred thousand 
persons. This formidable emigration issued from the same coast 
l)f the Baltic, which had poured forth the myriads of the Cimbri 
and Teutones, to assault Rome and Italy in the vigor of the re
public. After the departure of those barbarians, their native 
country, whicl~ was marked by the vestiges of their grentness, 
long ramparts, and gigantic moles, C9 remained, during some ages, 
a vast and dreary solitude; till the human species was renewed 
by the powers of generation, and the vacancy was filled by the in
flux of new inhabitants. The nations who now usurp an extent of 
land which they f.re unable to cultivate, would soon be assisted 
by the industIious poverty of their neighbors, if the governmen, 
of Europe <lid not protect the claims of dominion and property. 

The correspondence of nations was, in that agc, so imperfect 
and precarious, that the revolutions of the North might escape 
the knowledge of the court of Ravenna; tm the dark cloud 
which was collected along the coast of the Baltic, burst in th'-\.ndcr 
upon the banks of the Upper Danube. The emperor of the 
·West, if his ministers disturbed his amusements by the news of 
the impending dangel', was iatisfied with being the occasion, and 
the spectator, of the war.70 The safety of Rome was intrusted to 
the counsels, and the sword, of Stilicho; but such was the fee, 
ble and exhausted state of tIle empire, that it was impossible to 
restore the fortifications of the Danube, or to prevent, by a vig~ 
orous effort, the invasion of the Germans. 7

! The hopes of the vig~ 
Hant minister of· Honorius were connned to the defence of Italy. 
He once more ahnndoned the provinces, recalled t~e troops, 

"'Pressed the new levies, which were rigorously exacted, and pusil~ 
lanimously eluded; employed the most efficacious means to arrest, 
or al1ure, the deserters ~ and offered the gift of freedom, and of 
two pieces of gold, to all -the slaves who would enlist.72 By these 
efforts he painfully collected, from the subjects of a great cmpire, 
an army of thirty or forty thousand men, which in the days of 
Scipio or Camillus, would have been instantly fmnished by the 
fl'ee citizens of the territory of Rome. 73 The thirty legions of 
Stilicho were re-enforced by a large body of harhariall auxil· 
iaries ; the faithful Alani were personally attached to his service; 

R. E. li.-12· 
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and the troops of Huns and of Goths who marched under the 
banners of their native princes, Huldin and Sarus, were animated 
by interest and resentment to oppose the ambition of Radagaisus. 
The king of the confederate Germans passed, witho!lt resistance, 
the Alps, the Po, and the Apennine; leaving on one hand the 
inaccessible palace of Honorins, securely buried among the 
marshes of Ravenna; and, on the other, the camp of Stilicho, 
who had fixed his head-quarters at Ticinum, or Pavia, but who 
seems to hiwe avoided a decisive battle, till he had assembled his 
distant forces. Many cities of Italy were pillaged, or destroyed; 
and the siege of Florence,74 by Radagaisus, is one of the earliest 
events in the history of that celebrated republic; whose firmness 
checked and delayed the unskilful fury of the barbarians. The 
senate and people trembled at their approach within a hundred 
and eighty miles of Rome; and anxiously compared the danger 
which they had escaped, with the new perils to which they were 
exposed. Alaric was a Christian and a soldier, the leader of a 
disciplined army j who understood the laws of war, who respected 
the sanctity of treaties, and who had familiarly conversed with 
the subjects of the empire in the same camps, and the same 
churches. The savage Radagaisus was a stranger to the manners, 
the religion, and even the language, of the civilized nntions of the 
South. The fierceness of his temper was exasperated by cruel su
pers~ition; and it was universally believed, that he had bound 
himself, by a solemn vow, to reduce the city into a heap of stones 
and ashes, and to sacrifice the most illustrious of the Roman sen
ators on the altars of those gods who were appeased by human 
blood. The public danger, which should have reconciled all 
domestic animosities, displayed the incurable madness of religious 
faction. The oppressed votaries of Jupiter and 1\1ercury respected, 
in the implaeable enemy of Rome, the character of a devout Pa
gan; lomlly declared that they were morlJ apprehensive of the 
sa.crifices, tha.n of the arms, of Radagaisus j and. secretly rejoiced 
in the cal~mities of their country, which condemned the faith of 
their Christian adversaries. 75 * 

Florence was reduced to the last extremity; and the fainting 
courage of the citizens was supported only by the authority of St. 
Ambrose; who had communicated, in a dream, the promise of a 
speedy deliverance. 76 On a sudden, they beheld, from their walls, 
the banners of Stilicho, who advanced, with his united force, to 

'" Gibbon has rather !'oftened the Jangnage of Augustine as to thi~ threat('ned in
p.arrection of the Pagans, in order to 'restore the prohibited rites and ceremonieR of 
Paganism; lind their treason~blc hopl's that tho &uccess of Radagaisus would be the 
the triumph of idolatry. Compare ~e.ugDot, ii. 25.-M. 
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the relief of the faithful city; and who soon marked that fatal 
spot for the grave of the barbarian host. The apparent contra
dictions of those writers who variously relate the defeat of Rada
gaisus, may be reconciled, without offering much violence to their 
respective testimonies. Orosius and Augustin, who were inti
mately connected by friendship and religion, ascribe this miracu
lous victory to tile providence of God, rather than to the valor of 
man. 77 They strictly exclude every idea of chance, or even of 
bloodshed; and positively affirm that the Romans, whose camp 
was the scene of plenty and idleness, enjoyed the distress of the 
barbarians, slowly expiring on the sharp and barten ridge of the 
hills of Fresulre, which rise· above the city of Florence. Their 
extravagallt. assertion, that not a single soldier of the Christian 
army was killed, or even wounded, may be dismissed with silent 
conteml)t; but the 1est of the narrative of Augustin and Orosius 
is consistent with the state of the war, and the character of 8ti· 
Hcho. Conscious that he commanded the last army of the repub
lic, his prudence would not expose it, in the open -field, to the 
headstrong fury of the Germans. The method of surrounding the 
enemy with strong lines of circumvallation, which be bad twice 
employed against the Gothic king, was repeated on a larger scale, 
and with more consirlerable effect. The examples of Cresar must 
have been familiar to the most illiterate of the Roman warriors; 
and the fortifications of Dyrrachium, which connected twenty
four castles, by a perpetual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles, 
afforded the model of an intrenchment which might confine and 
starve the most numerous host of barbarians. 78 The Homan 
troops had less degenerated from the industry, than from the 
valor, of their ancestors; and, if the servile and laborious work 
offended the pride of the soldiers, Tuscany could snpply m{lny 
thousand peasants, who would labor, though, perhaps, they 
would not fight, for the salvation of their native country. The 
imprisoned multitude of horses and men 79 was gradually de
stroyed, by famine, rather than by the sword; but the Homans 
were exposed, during the progress of such an extensive work, to 
the frequent attacks of an impatient enemy. The despair of the 
hungry barbarians would precipitate them against the fortifica
tions of Stilicho ; the general might sometimes indulge the ardor 
of his brave auxiliaries, who eagerly pres~ed to assault the camp of 
the Germans; and these various incidents might produce the sharp 
and bloody conflicts which dignify the narrative of Zosimus, and 
the Chronicles of Prosper and l\Iarcellinus. 80 A seasonable sup
ply of men and provisions had been introduced into the walls of 
Florence, and the famish8d host of Hadagaisus was in its turn be
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sieged. The proud monarch of so many warlike nations, after 
the loss of his bravest warriors, was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation, or in the clemency of Stilicho. 81 But 
the death of the royai captive, who was ignominiously beheaded, 
disgraced the triumph of Home and of Christianity; and the short 
delay of his execution was sufficient to brand the conqueror with 
the guilt of cool and deliberate cruelty.6!l The famished Ger
mam, who escaped the fury of the auxiliaries, were sold as slaves, 
at the contemptible price of as many single pieces of gold; but 
the difference of food and climate swept away great numbers of 
those unhappy strangers; and it was. observed that the inhuman 
purchasers, instead of reaping the fruits of their labor, were soon 
obliged to provide the expense of their interment. Stilicho in
formed the emperor and the senate of his success, and deserved a 
second time the glorious title of Deliverer of Italy. 83 

The fame of the victory, and more especially of the miracle, has 
cneouraged a vain persuasion, that the whole army, or rather na
tion, of Germans, who migrated from the shores of the Baltic, 
miserably perished under the walls of Florence. Such indeed was 
the fate of Radagaisus himself, of his brave and faithful compan
ions, and of more than one-third of the various multitude of 
Sueves and Vandals, of Alani and Burgundians, who adhered to 
the standard of their general. 84 The union of such an army might 
excite our surprise, but the causes of separation are obvious and 
forcible; the pride of birth, the insolence of valor, the jealousy 
of command, the impatience of subordination, and the obstinate 
conflict of opinions, of interests, and of passions, among so many 
kings and warriors, who were untaught to yield, or to obey. Af
ter the defeat of Radagaisus, two parts of the German host, which 
must have exceeded the number of one hundred thousand men, 
still remai.ned in arms, between the Apennine and the Alps, or 
between the Alps and the Danube. It is uncertain whether they 
attempted to revenge the death of their general; but their irregu
lar fury was soon diverted by the prudence and firmness of Stili· 
cho, who opposed their march, and facilituted their retreat; who 
considered the safety of Rome and Italy as the great object of his 
care, and who sacrificed, with too much indifference, the wealth 
and tranl]uillity of the distant provinces. a~ The barbarians ac
quired, from the junction of some Pannonian deserters, the knowl
edge of the .country, and of the roads; and the invasion of Gaul, 
which Alaric had designed, was executed by the remains of the 
great army of Radagaisus. a& 

Yet if they expected to derive any assistance from the tribes of 
Germany, who inhabited the banks of the Rhine, their hopes 
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were disappointed. The Alemanni preserved a state of inactive 
neutrality; and the Franks distinguished their zeal and courage 
in the defence of the empire. In the rapid progress down the 
Rhine, which was the first act of the administration of StilichO, 
he had applied himself, with peculiar attention, to secure the alli
anCE> of the warlike Franks, and to remove the irreconcilable ene
mies of peace and of the republic. l\Iarcomir, one of their kings, 
was publicly convicted, before the tribunal of the Roman magis
trate, of violating the faith of treaties. He was sentenced to a 
mild, but distant, exile, in the province of Tuscany; and thi:+ 
degra::hltion of the regal dignity was so far from exciting the re.. 
sentment of his subjects, that they punished with death the turbu
lent Sun no, who attempted to revenge his brother; and main
tained a dutiful allegiance to the princes, who were established on 
the throne by the choice of Stilicho. 87 When the limits of Gaul 
and Germany were shaken by the northern emigration, the Franks 
hravely encountered tlH~ single force of the Vandals; who, 
]'egardless of the lessons of adversity, had again separated their 
troops from the standard of their barbarian allies. They paid the 
penalty of their rashness j and twenty thousand Vandals, with 
their king Godigisclus, were slain in the field of battle. The 
whole people must have been extirpated, if the squadrons of the 
Alani, advancing to their relief, had not trampled down the in
fantryof the Franks; who, after an honorable resistance, were 
compelled to relinquish the unequal contest. The victorious con
federates pursued their march, and on the last day of the year, in 
a season when the waters of the Rhine were most probably frozen, 
they entered, without opposition, the defenceless provinces of 
Gaul. This memorable passage of the Suevi, the Vandals, ·the 
Alani, and the Burgundians, who never afterwards retreated, may 
be considered as the fall of the Roman empire in the countries be
yond the Alps; and the barriers, which had so long separated the 
savage and the civilized nations of the earth, were from that fatal 
moment levelled with the ground. 88 

While the peace of Germany was secured by the attachment of 
the Franks, and the neutrality of the Alemanni, the subjects of 
Rome, unconscious of their approaching calamities, enjoyed the 
state of quiet and prosperity, which had seldom blessed the fron
tiers of Gaul. Their flocks and herds Were permitted to graze in 
the pastures of the barbarians; their huntsmen Fenetrnted. with
out fear or danger, into the darkest recesses of the Hercynian 
wood. 89 The banks of the Rhine were crowned, like those of the 
Tyber, with elegant houses, and well-cultivated farms; and if a 
poet descended the river, he might €xpress his doubt, on which 
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side was situated the territory of the Romans. 90 This scene ot 
peace and plenty was suddenly changed into a desert; and the 
prospect of the smoking ruins c01Ild alone distinguish the solitude 
of nature from the desolation of man. The flourishing city of 
Mentz was surprised and destroyed; and many thousand. Chris
tians were inhumanly massacred in the church. Worms perished 
after a long and obstinate siege; Strasburgh, Spires, Rheims, 
Tournay, Arras, Amiens, experienced the cruel oppression of the 
German yoke; and the consuming flames of war spread from the 
banks of the Rhine over the greatest part of the seventeen prov
inces of Gaul. Th.at rich and extensive country, as far as the 
ocean, the Alps, and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the barbarians, 
who drove before them, in a promiscuous crowd, the bishop, the 
senator, and t1le virgin, laden with the si)Oils of their homes and 
altars. 91 The ecclesiastics, to whom ~e are indebted for this 
vague description of the public calamities, emhraced. the opportu
nityof exhorting the Christians to repent of the sins which had 
provoked the Divine Justice, and to renounce the perishable 
goods of a wretched the deceitful world. But as the Pelagian 
controversy, 9~ which attempts to souud the abyss of gJiilce and 
predestination, soon became the serious employment of tne Latin 
clergy, the Providence which had decreed, or foreseen, or permit
ted, such a train of moral and natural evils, was rashly weighed 
in the imperfect and fallacious balance of l·eason. The, crimes, 
and the misfortunes, of the suffering people, were presumptuously 
compared with those of their ancestors j and they arraigned the 
Divine Justice, which did not exempt from the common destruc
tion the feeble, the guiltless, the infant portion of the human spe
cies. These idle disputants overlooked the invariable laws of na
ture, which have connected peace with innocence, plenty with in
dustry, and safety with valor. The timid and selfish policy of the 
court of Ravertna might recall the Palatine legions for the protec
tion of Italy; the remains of the stationary troops might be un
equal to the arduous task; and the barbarian au~iliaries might 
prefe! the unbounded license of spoil to the benefits of a moderate 
and regular sti pend. But the provinces of Gaul were filled with 
a numerous race of hardy and robust youth, who, in the defence 
of their houses, their families, and their altars, if they had dared 
to die, would have deserved to vanquish. The knowledge of 
their native country would have enabled them to oppose continual 
and insuperable obstacles to the progress of an invader; and the 
deficiency of the barbarians, in arms, as well as in discipline, re
moved the only pretence which excuses the submission of a popu
lous country to the inferior numbers of u. veteran army. When 
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l"rance was invaded by Charles V., he inquired of a pr1flOner, how 
many days Paris might be distant from the frontier: "Perhaps 
twelve, but they will be days of battle;" 93 such was the gallant 
answer which checked the arrogance of that ambitious prince. 
The subjects of Honorius, and those of Francis 1., were ani. 
mated by a very different spirit; and in less than two years1 the 
divided troops of the savages of the Baltic, whose numbers, were 
they fairly stated, would appear contemptible, advanced, without 
a combat, to the foot. of the Pyrenean Mountains. 

In the early part of the reign of Honorius, the vigilance of Stili
cho had successfully guarded the remote island of Britain from 
her incessant enemies of the ocean, the mounhl.ins, and the Irish 
coast. H But those restless barbarians could not neglect the fair 
opP'!J:tunity of the Gothic war, when the walls and stations of the 
province were stripped of the Roman troops. If any of the 
legionaries were permitted to return from the Italian expedition, 
their faithful rcport of the court and character of Honorius must 
have tended to dissolve the bonds of allegiance, and to exasperate 
the seditions temper of the British army. The spirit of revolt, 
which had formerly disturbed the age of Gallienus, was revived 
by the capricious violehce of the so1<1iers; and the unfortunate, 
perhaps the ambitious, candidates, w~lO were the objects of their 
choice, were the instruments, and at length the victims, of their 
passion. 9~ Marcus was the first whom they placed on the throne, 
as the lawful emperor of Britain and of the "West. They violated, 
by the hasty murder ,of nlarcus, the oath of fidelity which they 
had imposed on themselves; and their dIsapprobation of his man
ners may seem to inscribe an honorable epitaph on his tomb. 
Gratian was the next whom they adorned with the diadem l!nd 
the purple; and, at the end of four months, Gratian experienced 
the fate of his predecessor. The memory of the great Constan
tine, whom the British legions had given to the church and to the 
empire, suggested the singular motive of their third choice. 
They discovered in the ranks a private soldier of the name of 
Constantine, and their impetuous levity had already seated llim 
OIl the throne, bpfore they perceived his incapacity to sustain the 
weight of that glorious appellation. 96 Yet the authority of Con
stantine was less precarious, and his government was more suc
cessful, than the transient reigns of :Marcus and of Grutian. The 
danger of leaving his inactive troops in those camps, whiCG had 
been twice pollutrd with blood and sedition, urged him to at
tempt the reduction of the 'Vestern provinces. He landed at 
BOlliogne with an inconsiderable force; and after he had reposed 
himself some days, he summoned the cities of Gaul, which had 
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escape<1 the yoke of the barbarians, to acknowledge their lawful 
sovereign. They obeyed the summons without reluctance. The 
neglect of ·the court of Ravenna had absolved a deserted people 
from the duty of allegiance; their actual distress encouraged 
them to accept any circumstances of change, without apprellCn
sion, and, perhaps, with some degree of hope; and they might 
flutter themselves, that the troops, the authority, and even the 
name of a Roman emperor, who fixed his residence in Gaul, vlould 
protect the unhappy country from the rage of the barbarians. 
The first .successes of Constantine against the detached parties of 
the Germans, were magnified by the voice of adulation into splen
did and decisive victories; which the reunion and insolence of 
tho enemy soon reduced to their just value. His negotiations 
procured a short and precarious truce; and if some tribes of the 
barbarians were engaged, by the liberality of his gifts and prom
ises, to undertake the deftnce of the Rhine, these expensive and 
uncertain treaties, instead of restoring the prigtine vigor of the 
Gallic frontier, served only to disgrace the majest.y of the prince, 
and to exhaust what yet remained of the treasures of the republic. 
Elated, however, with this imaginary triumph, the vain deliverer 
of Gaul advanced into the provinces of the South, to encounter a 
more pressing and personal ~anger. Sarus the Goth was ord3red 
to lay the head of the rebel at the feet of the emperor Honoriw; ; 
and the forces of Britain and Italy were unworthily consumed in 
this domestic quarrel. After the loss of his two bravest gen
erals, Justinian and Nevigastes, the former of whom was slain in 
the field of battle, the latter in a peaceful but treacherous inter
view, Constantine fortified himself within the walls of Vienna. 
The place was ineffectually attacked seven days; and the Im
perip.I army ~upported, in a precipitate retreat, the ignominy of 
-purchasing a secure passage from the freebooters and outlaws of 
~he Alps.V! Those mountains now separated the domnions of 
two rival monarchs; and the fortifications of the double frontier 
'Were guarded by the troops of the empire, whose arms would have 
been more usefully employed to maintain the Roman limite 
"gainst the barbarians of Germany and Scythia. 

On the side of the Pyrenees, the ambition of Constantine might 
be justified by the proximity of danger; but his throne was soon 
established by the conquest, or rather submission, of Spain j 
which yielded to the influence of regular and habitual subordina
tion, and received the laws and magistrates of the Gallic prrefec
ture. The only opposition which was made to the authority of 
Constantine proceeded not so mucl. from the powers of goverp
ment, or the spirit of the people, as from the private zeal and in
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tereBt of the family of TheodosiuB. Four brothers ge had obtain· 
cd, by the favor of their kinsman, the deceased emperor, an hon
orable rank and ample possessions in their native country; and 
the grateful youths resolved to risk those advantages in the ser
vice of his son. After an unsuccessful effort to maintain their 
ground at the head of the stutionary troops of Lusitania, they reo 
tired to their estates : where they armed and levied, at their own 
expense, a considerable body of slaves and dependents, and boldly 
marched to occupy the strong posts of the Pyrenean :l\Ionntains. 
This domestic insurrection alarmed and perplexed the sove~ign 
of Gaul und Britain; and he was compelled to negotiate with 
some troops of barbarian auxiliaries, for the service of the Spanish 
war. They were distinguished by the title of Honorians; gil a 
name which might have reminded them of their fidelity to their 
lawful sovereign; and if it should candidly be allowed that the 
Scots were influenced by any partial affection for a British prince, 
the -Moors und the JJarcomanni could be tempted only by the pro
fuse liberality of the usurper, who distributed among the barba
ria.ns the military, and even the civil honors of Spain: The nine 
bands of Honorians, which ma.y be easily trac(>d on the establish
ment of the Western empire, could not exceed the number of five 
thousand men; yet this inconsiderable fo"<::e was sufficient to ter
minate a war, which had threatened the power and safety of Con
stantine. The rustic army of the Theodosian family was sur
rounded and destroyed in the Pyrenees: two of the brothers had 
the good fortun~ to escape by sea to Italy, or the East; the other 
two, after an interval of suspeuse, were executed at ArIes; and if 
Honorius could remain insensible of the public disgrace, he might 
l)crhaps be affected by the personal misfortunes of his generous 
kinsmen. Such were the feeble arms which decided the posses
sion of the 'Vestern provinces of Europe, :trom the wall of Anto
ninus to the columns of Hercules. The events of peace and war 
haye undoubtedly been diminif<hed by the narrow and imperfect 
view of the historians of the times, who were equally ~gnorant of 
the causes, and of the effects, of the most important revolutIOUS. 
But the total decay of the national strength had annihilated ev~n 
the last resource of a despotic government; and the revenue of 
c~hausted proyinces could no longer purchase the military serVIce 

. or a discontented and pusillanimous people. 
The poet, whose flattery has ascribed to the Roman eagle tne 

V1CtorieB of Pollentia and Verona, pursues the hasty retreat of 
Alaric, from the confines of Italy, with a horrid train of imagmary 
spectres, such as might hover over an al'my of barbarinns, wmch 
Was almost exterminated by war, famiuc. and diseuse. 100 In toe 
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course of this unfortunate expedition, the king of the Goths must 
indeed have sustained a considerable loss; and his harassed forces 
required an interval of repose, to recruit their numbers and revive 
their confidence. Adversity had exercised and displayed the 
genius of Alaric; and the fame of his valor invited to the Gothic 
standard the bravest of the barbarian warriors; who, from the 
Euxine to the Rhine, were agitated by the desire of rapine and 
conquest. He had deserved the esteem, and he soon accepted the 
friend.,hip, of Stilicho himself. Renouncing the service of the 
emperor of the East, Alaric concluded, with the court of Ravenna, 
a treaty of peace and aUiance, by which he was declared master
general of the Roman armies throughout the prrefecture of I1lyri
cum; as it was claimed, according to the true and ancient limits, 
by the minister of Honorius. IOt The execution of the ambitious 
design, which was either stipulated, or implied, in the articles of 
the treaty, appears to have been suspended by the formidable 
irruption of Radagaisus ; and the neutrality of the Gothic king 
may perhaps be compared to the indifferen~ of Cresar, who, in 
the conspitacy of Catiline, refused either to assist, or to oppose, 
the enemy of the republic. After the defeat of the Vandals, 
Stilicho resumed his pretensions to the provinces of the East; ap
pointed civil magistrates for the administration of justice, and of 
the finances; and declared his impatiencc to lead to.the gates of 
Constantinople the united armies of the Romans and of the Goths. 
The prudence, however, of Stilicho, his aversion to civil war, and 
his perfect knowledge of the weakness of the state, may counte
nance the suspicion, that domestic peace, rather than foreign 
conquest, was the object of his policy; and that his principal care 
was to employ the forces of Alaric at a distance from Haly. This 
design could not long escape the penetmtion of the Gothic king, 
who continued to hold a doubtful, and perhaps a treacherous, 
correspondence with the rival courts; who protracted, like a dis
satisfied mercenary, his languiU operations in Thessaly and Epirus, 
and who soon returned to claim the extravagant reward of his in
effcctual services. From his camp ncar .lEmona,102 on the con
ones of Italy, he transmitted to the emperor of the West a long 
account of promises, of expenses, and of demands; called for im
mediate satisfaction, and clearly intimated the consequences of a 
refusal. Yet if his conduct was hostile, his language was decent 
tlnd dutiful. He humbly professed himself the friend of Stilicho~ 
and the svldier of Honorius; offered his person and his troops hl 
march, without delay, against the usurper of Gaul; and solicited 
as a permanent retreat for the Gothic nation, the possession (ll 

liome vacant province of thc 'Vestern empire. 
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The political and secret transactions of two statesmen, who 
labored to deceive each other and the world, must forever Rave 
been concealed in the impenetrable darkness of the cabinet, if the 
debates of a popular assembly had not thrown some rays of light 
un the correspondence of Alaric and Stilicho. The necessity of 
finding some artificial support for a government, which, from a 
principle, not of moderation, but of weakness, was reduced to 
negotiate with its own subjects, had insensibly revived the 
authority of the Roman senate; and the minister of Honorius 
respectfully consulted the legislative council of the republic. 
Stilicho assembled the senate in the palace of the Cresars ; repre
sented, in a studied oration, the actual state of affairs; proposed 
the demands of the Gothic king, and submitted to their consider
ation the choice of peace or war. The senators, as if they had 
been suddenly awakened from a dream of four hnndred years, ap
peared, on this important occasion, to be inspired by the courage, 
rather than by the wisdom, of their predece::sors. They loudly 
declared, in regular speeches, or in tumultuary acclamations, that 
it was unworthy of the majesty of Rome to purchase a precarious 
and disgraceful truce from a barbarian king; and that, in the judg
ment of a magnanimous people, the chance of ruin was always 
preferable to the' certainty of dishonor. The ministel', whose 
pacific intentions were seconded only by the voices of a few ser
vile and venal followers, attempted to allay the general ferment, 
by an apology for his own conduct, 'and even for the demands of 
the Gothic prince. " The payment of a subsidy, which had ex
cited the indignation of the Romans, ought not (such was the lan
guage of Stilicho) to be considered in the odious light, either of a 
tribute, or of a ransom, extorted by the menaces of a barbarian 
enemy. Alaric had faithfully asserted the j.lst pretem~ions of the 
republic to the provinces which were usurped by the Greeks of 
Constantinople: he modestly required the fair and stipulated 
recompense of his services; and if he had desisted from the pr',is
ecution of his enterprise, he had obeyed, in his retreat, the per· 
cmptory, though private, letters of the emperor llimself. These 
contradictory orders (ho would not dissemble the errors of his own 
family) had been l)rocnred by the intercession of Serena. The 
tender piety of his wife had been too deeply affected by the dis
cord of the royal brothers, the SOIlS of her adopted father j and 
the sentiments of nature liad too easily prevailed over the Etern 
dictates of the public welfare." The~e ostensible reasonR, which 
faintly disguise the obscure intrigues of the palace of Rayenna, 
wore supported by the authority of Stilieho: and obtained, after 
~ warm debate, the reluctant approbation of the senate. The 
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tumult of virtue and freedom subsided; and the sum of four 
thousand pounds of gold was granted, under the name of a sub. 
Midy, to secure the peace of Italy, and to conciliate the friendship 
of the king of the Goths. Lampadius alone, one of the most 
illustriou:s members of the assembly, still persisted in his dissent i 
exclaimed, with a loud voice, " This is not a treaty of peace, but of 
servitude i" and escaped the danger of such bold oppositionlU3 

by immediately retiring to the sanctuary of a Christian church. _ 
But the reign of Stilicho drew towards its end i and the proud 

minister might perceive the symptoms of his approaching dis
grace. The ~nerous boldness of Lampadius had been applauded i 
and the senate, so patiently resigned to a l(\ng servitude, rejected 
with disdain the offer of invidious and imaginary freedom. The 
troop3, who still assumed the name and prerogatives of the Roman 
legions, were exasperated by the partial affection of St.i1icho for 
the barbarians: tmd the people imputed to the mischievous pol
icy of the minister the public misfortunes, which were the natural 
consequence of their own degeneracy. Yet Stilicho might have 
continued to brave the clamors of the people, and even of HIe so~ 
diers, -if he could have maintained his dominion over the feeble 
mind of his pupil. But the respectful attachment of Honorius 
was couverted into fear, suspicion, and hatred. The crafty 
Olympius,104 who concealed his vices under the musk of Christian 
piety, had secretly undermined the benefactor, by whose favor he 
was promoted to the honorable offices of the Imperial palace. 
Olympius revealed to the unsuspecting emperor, who had attained 
the twenty-fifth year of his age, that. he was without weight, or 
authority, in his own government j and artfully alarmed his timid 
and indolent disposition by a lively picture of the design~ of Stili
cho, who already meditated the death of his sovereign, with the 
ambitious hope of placidg the diadem on the head of his son 
Eucherius. The emperor was instigated, by his new favorite, to 
a~ume the tone ot independent dignity; and the minister was 
astonished to find, that secret resolutions were formed in the court 
and council. which were repugnant to his interest, or to his inten
tions. Instead of residing in the palace of Rome, Honorius de
clared that it was his pleasure to return to the secure fortress of 
Ra.venna. On the first intelligence of the death of his brother 
Arcadius, he prepared to visit Constantinople, and to regulate, 
with the authority of a guardian, the provinces of the infant The
odosius. 1oh The representation of the difficulty and expense ot 
such a distant expedition, checked this strange and sudden sally 
of active diligence; but the dangerous project of showing the 
emperor to the camp of Pavia, which was composed of the R~ 
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man troops, the enemies of Stilicho, and his barbarian auxiliaries, 
remained fixed and unalterable. 'The minister was pressed, by 
the advice of his confidant, Justinian, a Roman advocate, of a 
lively anJ penetrating genius, to ol)pose a journey so prejudicial 
to his ioeputat.ion and safety. His strenuous but ineffectual effort8 
confirmed the triumph of Olympius; and the prudent lawyer 
withdrew himself from the impending ruin of his patron. 

In the passage of the emperor through Bologna, a mutiny of the 
guards was excited and appeased by the secret policy of Stilicho ; 
who announced his instructions to decimate the guilty, and ascribed 
to his own intercession the merit of their pardon. After this tumult, 
Honorius embraced, for the last time, the minister whom he now 
considered as a tyrant, and proceeded on his way to the camp of 
Pavia; where he was received by the loyal acclamations of the 
troops who were assembled for the service of the Gallic war. On 
the morning of the fourth day, he pronounced, as he had been 
taught, a military oration in the presence of the soldiers, whom 
the charitable visits, and artful discourses, of Olympius had pre
pared to execute a dark and bloody conspiracy. At the first 
signal, they massacred the friends of Stilicho, the most illustrious 
officers of the empire; two Prretorian prrnfects, of Gaul and of 
Italy; two masters-general of the cavalry and infantry; the mas
ter of the offices; the qurnstor, the treasurer, and the count of the 
domestics. }lany lives were lost; many houses were plundered; 
the furious sedition continued to rage till the close of the even
ing; and the trembling emperor, who was seen in the streets of 
Pavia without his robes or diadem, yielded to the persuasions of 
his favorite; condemned the memory of the slain; and solemnly 
approved the innocence and fidelity of their assassins. The intel
ligence of the massacre of Pavia fined the mind of Stilicho with 
just and gloomy apprehensions; and he instantly summoned, in 
the camp of Bologna, a council of the confederate leaders, who 
were attached to his service, and would be involved in his ruin. 
The impetuous voice of the assembly called aloud for arms, and 
for revenge; to march, without a moment's delay, under the ban
ners of a hero, whom they had so often followed to victory; to 
surprise, to oppress, to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and his de
generate Romans; and perhaps to fix the diadem on the head of 
their injured general. Instead of executing a resolution, which 
!Jlight have been justified by success, Stilicho hesitated t,ill he W8'\ 

Irrecoverably 1091. He was still ignorant of the fate of the em 
peror; he distrusted the fidelity of his own party; anu he viewe~ 
with horror the fatal consequences of arming a crowd of licen+.iou8 
barbarians against the soldiers and people of Italy. The conled



3G4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

erates, impatient of his timorous and doubtful delay, hastily reo 
tired, with fear and indignation. At the hour of midnight, Sarusf 

a Gothic warrior, renowned among the barbarians themselves for 
his strength and valor, suddenly invaded the camp of his benefac. 
tor, plundered the baggage, cut in pieces the faithful Huns, who 
guarded his person, and penetrated to the teut, where the minis
ter, pensive anl sleepless, meditatcd on the dangers of his situa
tion. Stilicho escaped with difficulty from the sword of the 
Goths; and, after issuing a last and generous admonition to the 
cities of Italy to shut their gates against the barbarians, his confi
dence, or his despair, urged him to throw himself into Ravenna, 
which was already in the absolute possession of his enemies. 
Olympius, who had assumed the dominjon of Honorius, was 
speedily informed, that his rival had. embraced, as a suppliant, 
the altar of the Christian church. The base and cruel disposition 
of the hypocrite was incapable of pity or remorse; but he pious1y 
affected to elude, rather than to violate, the privilege of the sanc
tuary. Count Heraclian, with a troop of soldiers, appeared, at 
the dawn of day, before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
bishop was satisfied, by a solemn oa.th, that the Imperial mandate 
only directed them to secure the person of Stilicho : but as soon 
as the unfortunate minister had been tempted beyond the holy 
threshold, he produced the warrant for hiE instant execution. 
Stilicho supported, with calm resignation, the injuriouB names of 
traitor and parricide; repressed the unseasonbll3 zeal of his fol
lowers, who were ready to attempt an ineffectual rescue; and, 
with a firmness not unworthy of the last of the Roman generals, 
submitted his neck to t~e sword of Hcraclian. lOS 

The servile crowd of the palace, who had so lon~ adored tho 
fortune of Stilicho, affected to insult his fall; and the most dis
tant connection with the master-general of the West, which had so 
lately been a title to wealth and honors, was studious1y denied, 
and rigorously punished, His family, united by a triple a1liance 
with the family of Theodosius, might envy the condition of the 
meanest peasant. The flight of his son Eucherius was in'ter
cepted; and tile death of that innocent youth soon followed tho 
divorce of Therm:mtia, who filled the place of her sister ~raria; 
and who, like l\Iaria, had remained a virgin in the Imperial bed. 107 

rhe friends of Stilicho, who had escaped the massacre of Pavia, 
\Vere persecuted by the implacable revenge of Olympius ~ and tho 
'llost exquisite cruelty was employed to extort the confession of a 
lreasonable and sacrilegious conspiracy. They died in si1ence: 
.£heir firmness justified the choice,lus and perhaps absolved the in
nocence of their patron : and the despotic power, which could 
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take his life without a trial, and stigmatize his memory without a 
proof, has no jurisdiction over the impartial suffrage of poster
ity.109 The services of Stiliqho are great and manifest; hia 
crimes, as they are vaguely stated in the language of :flattery and 
hatred, are obscure at least, and improbable. About four months 
after his death. an edict was published, in the name of Honorius, 
to restore the free communication of the two empir€s, which had 
been so long interrupted by the public enemy. 110 The minister, 
whose fame and fortune depended on the prosperity of the state, 
was accused of betra.ying Italy to the barbarians; whom he repeat
edly vanquished at Polentia, at Verona, and before the walls of 
Florence. His pretended design of placing the diadem on the 
head of his son Eucherius, could not have been conducted without 
preparations or accomplices; and the ambitious father would not 
surely have left the future emperor, till the twentieth year of hili 
age, in the humble station of tribune of the notaries. Even the 
religion of Stilicho was arraigned by the malice of his rival. The 
seasonable, and almost miraculous, deliverance was devoutly cele. 
brated by the applause of the clergy j who asserted, that the res
toration of idols, and the persecution of the church, would have 
been the first measure of the reign of Eucherius. The son of 
Stilicho, however, was educated in the hosom of ChristIanity, 
which his father had uniformly profeRsed, and zealously sup
ported. lll * Serena had borrowed her magnificent necklace from 
the statue of Vesta; 112 and the Pagans execrated the memory of 
the sacrilegious minister, by whose order the Sibylline books, the 
oracles of Rome, had been committed to the flames. us The pride 
and power of Stilicho constituted his real guilt. An honorable 
reluctance to shed the blood of his countrymen appears to have 
contributed to the success of his unworthy rival; and it is the last 
humiliation of the character of Honorins, that posterity has not 
condescended to reproach him with his base ingratitude to the 
guardIan of his youth, and the support of his empire. 

Among the train of dependents whose wealth and dignity at
tracted the notice of their own times, our curiosity is excited by 
the celebrated name of the poet Claudian, who enjoyed the favor 
of Stilieho, and wa3 ~verwhelmed in the ruin of his patron. Tho 
titular offices of tribune and notary fixed his rank in the Imperial 

* Hence, perhaps, the accnsation of treachery is couutenanced by Rutilina : 
Quo ma!;is cst facinusdiri ~tilichonis miquum

Proditor areani quell luit imperii.
Romano generi dum nititur esse snperstcB, 

Crudelis 8ummil'! mi.cuit. imafmor. 
Dumque timet, quicquid t:<c fcccrat ipse timeri, 

Immllsit Latile barbara tda neci. Rutil. Itin. ii. 41.-1I. 
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court: he was indebted to the powerful intercession of S€rena fot 
his marriage with a very rich heiress of the province of Africa; m 
and the statue of Claudian, erected in the forum of Tmjan, was a 
m.mument of the taste and liberality of the Roman senate. no Af
t~l' th3 praises oi Stilicho became offensive and criminal, Claudian 
W,B exposed to the enmity of a powerful and unforgiving courtier, 
W~lJm 110 had provoked by t:lO insolence of wit. He had com
p.tr::Kl, in a lively epigram, the opposite characters of two Prreto~ 
rian prrnfects of Italy; he contrasts the innocent repose of a phi
losopher, who sometimes resigned the hours of business to slum
ber, perhaps to study, with the interesting diligence of a rapacious 
minister, indefatigable in the pursuit of unjust or sacrilegious 
gain. " How happy," continues Claudian, "how bappy might it 
b3 for the people of Italy, if l\Iallius could be constantly awake, 
and if Hadrian would always sleep I" m The repose of l\Iallius 
wa.s not disturbed by this friendly and gentle admonition; but 
the cruel vigilance of Hadrian watched the opportunity of 
revenge, and easily obtained, from the enemies of Stilicho, the 
trifling sacrifice of an obnoxious poet. The poet concealed him
self, however, during the tum'.llt of the revolution; and, consult
ing the dictates of prudence rather than of honor, he addressed, 
in the form of an epistle, a suppliant and humble recantation to 
the offended prrefect. He deplores, in mournful strains, the fatal 
indiscretion into which he had been hurried by passion and folly; 
submits to the imitation of his adversary the generous examples 
of the clemp-ncy of gods, of heroes, and of lions; and expresses 
his hope th,\t the m:l.gnanimlty of Hadrian will not trample on a 
defenceless and contemptible foe, already humbled by disgrace 
and poverty, and deeply wounded by the exile, the tortures, and 
the death of his dearest friends. m Whatever might be the success 
of his prayer, or the accidents of his future life, the period of a 
few years levelled in the grave the minister and the poet: but the 
name of H..Ldrian i3 alm:>st sunk in oblivion, while Claudian IS 
r~{\d with pleasure in every country which has retained, or ac
quired, the knowledge of the Latin language. If we fairly bal· 
ance his m3rits and h13 defects, we shall acknowledge that Clau
dian does not either satisfy, or silence. our reason. It would not 
be easy to produce a passage that deserves the epithet of sublime 
or p3thetic; to select a verse that melts the heart or enlarges the 
imJ.gination. We should vainly seek, in the poems of Claudian, 
the happy invention, and artificial conduct, of an interesting 
fable; or the just and lively representation of the characters and 
situations of real life. For the service of his patron, he pub
lished occasional panegyrics and invectives: and the design of 
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these s~!\vish compositions encouraged his propensity to exceed 
the limits of truth and nature. These imperfections, however, are 
compensated in some degree by the poetical virtues of Claudian. 
He was endowtd with the rare and precious talent of raising the 
meanest. of adorning the most barren, and of diversifying the 
most similar, topics: his coloring, more especially in descriptive 
poetry, is soft and splendid; and he seldom fails to display and 
even to abuse, the advantages of a cultivated understanuing, a 
copious fancy, an casy, and sometimes forcible, expression; and a 
perpetual flow of harmonious versification. To these commenda
tions, independent of any accidents of time and place, we must 
add the peculiar merit which Claudian derived from the unfavor
able circumstances of his birth. In the decline of arts, and of 
empire, a native of Egypt,118 who had received the education of a 
Greek, assumed, in a mature age, the familiar use, and absolute 
command, of the Latin language; m soared above the heads of 
hIS feeble contemporaries; and placed himself, after an interval 
of three hundred years, among the poets of ancient Rome. 120 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

INVASION OF ITALY BY ALARIC.-MANNERS OF THE ROMAN SENATE 
AND PEOPLE.- ROllE IS TIlRICE BESIEGED,"AND AT LENGTH PU.... 
LAGED BY THE GOTHS. -DEATH OF ALARIC.-THE GOTHS EVACUATE 
ITALY.-FALL OF CONSTANTINE.-GAUL Alo.!> SPAIN ARE OCCU
PIED BY THE BARBARIANS.-INDEPENDENCE OF BRITAIN. 

THE incapacity of a weak and distracted government may often 
assume the appearance, and produce the effects, of a treasonal)le 
correspondence with the public enemy. If Alaric himself had 
been introduced into the council of Ravenna, he would probably 
have advised the same measures which were actually pursued by 
the ministers of Honorius. l The king of the Goths would have 
conspired, perhaps with some reluctance, to destroy the formida
ble adversary, by whose arms, in Italy, as well as in Greece, he 
had been twice overthrown. Their active and interested hatred 
laboriously accomplished the disgrace and ruin of the great Stili· 
cho. The valor of Sarns, his fame in arms, and bis personal, 01 

hereditary, influence over the confederate barbarians, could rec
ommend him only to the friends of their country, who despised, 
or detested, the worthless characters of Turpilio, Varanes, and 
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Vigihintius. By the. pressing instances of the new favorites, theSU! 
gener~ls, unworthy as they had shown themselves of the names 
of soldiers, ~ were promoted to the command of the cavalry, of 
the infantry, and of the domestic troops. The Gothic prince 
would have subscribed with pleasure the edict which the fanati. 
cism of Olympius dictated to the simple and devout emperor. 
Honorius excluded all persons, who were adverse to the Catholic 
church, from holding any office in the state, obstinately rejected 
the service of all those who dissented from his religion; and 
rashly disqualified many of his bravest and most skilful officers, 
who adhered to the Pagan' worship, or who had imbibed the opin
ions of Arianism. 3 These measures, so advantageous to an enemy, 
Alaric would have approved, and might perhaps have suggested; 
but it mfl.y seem doubtful, whether the barbarian would have 
promoted his interest at the expense of the inhuman and absurd 
cruelty which was perpetrated by the direction, or at least with 
the connivance, of the Imperial ministers. The foreign auxil
iaries, who had been attached to the person of Stilicho, lamented 
his death; but the desire of revenge was checked by a natural 
apprehension for the safety of their wives and children; who 
were detained as hostages in the strong cities of Italy, where they 
had'likewise deposited their most valuable effects. At the same 
hour, and as if by a common signal, the cities of Italy were pol
luted by the same horrid scenes of universal massacre and pillage, 
which involved, in promiscuous destruction, the families and for
tunes of the barbarians. Exasperated by such an injury, which 
might have awakened the tamest and most servile spirit, they cast 
a look of indignation and hope towards the camp of Alaric, and 
unanimously swore to pursue, with just and implacable war, the 
perfidious nation, that had so basely violated the laws of hospi
tality. By the imprudent conduct of the ministers of Honorius, 
the republic lost the assistance, and deserved the enmity, of thirty 
thousand of her bravest soldiers; and the weight of that formida
ble army, which alone might have determined the event of the 
war, was transferred from the scale of the Romans into that of ~he 
Goths. 

In the arts of negotiation, as well as in those of war, the Gothic 
king maintained his superior ascendant over an enemy, W hos6 
seeming changes proceeded from the total want of counsel and 
design. From his camp, on the confines of Italy, Alaric atten
tively observed the revolutions of the palace, watched the pro~ 
gress of faction and discontent, disguised the hostile aspect of a 
barbarian invader, and assumed the more popular appearance cY 
the friend and ally of the great Stilicho; to whose virtues, wheh 
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they were no longer formidable, he could pay a just tribute of sin
cere praise and regret. The pressing invitation of the malcon
tew'ts, who urged the king of the Goths to invade Italy, was en
ff ced by a lively sense of his personal injuries; and he might 
f' ..._cciously complain, that the Imperial ministers still delayed and 
eluded the payment of the four thousand pounds of gold, which 
had been granted by the Roman senate, either to reward his ser
vices, or to appease his fury. His decent firmness was supported 
by an artful moderation, which contributed to the success of his 
designs. lIe required a fair and reasonable satisfaction; but he 
gave the strongest assurances, that, as soon as he had obtained it, 
he would immediately retire. He refused to trust the faith of the 
Romans, unless lEtius and Jason, the sons of two great officers of 
state, ,were sent as hostages to his camp j but he offered to deliver 
in exchange, several of the noblest youths of the Gothic nation. 
The modesty of Alaric was interpreted by the ministers of Ra
venna as a sure ~vidence of his weakness and fear. They dis
dained either to negotiate a treaty, or to assemble an army; and 
with a rash confidence, derived only from their ignorance of the 
extreme danger, irretrievably wasted the decisive moments of 
peace and war. While they expected, in sullen silence, that the 
barbarians should evacuate the confines of Italy, Alaric, with bold 
and rapid marches, passed the Alps and the Po; hastily pillaged 
the cities of Aquileia, Altinum, Concordia, and Cremona, which 
yielded to his arms; increased his forces hy the accession of thirty 
thousand auxiliaries, and, without meeting a single enemy in the 
field, advanced as far as the edge of the morass which protected 
the impregnable residence of the emperor of the 'Vest. Instead 
of attempting the hopeless siege of Havenna, the prudent leader 
of the Goths proceeded to Rimini, stretched his ravages along the 
sea-coast of the Hadriatic, and meditated the conquest of the 
ancient mistress of the world. An Italian hermit, whose zeal and 
s~ctity were respected by the barbarians themselves, encountered 
the victorious monarch, and boldly denounced the indignation of 
Heaven against the oppressors of the earth j but the saint bim
self was confounded by the solemn asseveration of Alaric, that he 
felt a secret and prreternatural impulse, which directed, and even 
compelled, his march to the gates of Rome. He felt that his 
genius and his fortune were equal to the most arduous enter
nrises j and the enthusiasm which he communicated to the Goths, 
msensibly removed the popular. and almost superstitious, rever
ence of the nations for the majesty of the Roman name. His 
troops, anipluted by the hopes of spoil, followed the course of the 
FJaminian way, occupied the unguarded passes of the Apennine,' 
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descended into the rich plains of Umbria; an«, as they Jay en 
camped on the banks of the Citumnus, might wtintonly slaughter 
and devour the milk-white oxen, which had been so long reserved 
for the use of Roman triumphs. 6 A lofty situation, and a season. 
able tempest uf thunder and lightning, preserved the little city 
of Narni; but the king of the Goths, despising the ignoble prey: 
I!!tiU advanced with unabated vigor; and after he had passed 
through the stately arches, adorned with the spoils of barbaric 
victories, he pitched his camp under the walls of Rome. 6 

During a p3riod of six hundred and nineteen years, the seat of 
empire had never been violated by the presence of a foreign en
emy. The unsuccessful expedition of Hannibal 7 served only to 
display the character of the senate and people; of a senate de~ 
graded, rather thJ.ll ennobled, by the comparison of an assembly 
of king3; and of a people, to whom the ambassador of Pyrrhus 
ascribed the inexhaustible resources of the Hydra. e Each of the 
senators, in the time of the Punic war, had ac~mplished his term 
of mllitary servlCe, either in a subordinate or a superior station; 
and the decree, which invested with temporary command all those 
who hai been consuls, or censors, or dictators, gave the republic 
the immediate assisttl.nce of many 'brd.ve and experienced generals. 
In the beginning of the W.1.r, the Roman people consisted of two 
hundred and fifty thousand citizens of an age to bear arms. Q 

Fifty thousand had already died in the defence of their country; 
and the twenty-three legions which were employed in the different 
camp3 of Italy, Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, required about 
one hundred thoU3and men. But there still r~mained an equal 
number in Rom~, and the adjacent territory, who were animated 
by the same intrepid courage; and every citizen was trained, 
from his earlie3t youth. in the discipline and exercises of a sol
dier. Hl.nnibal was astonished by the constancy of the senate, 
who, without raising the siege of Capua, or recalling their scat
tered fot·ces, expected his approach. He encamped on the banks 
of the Anb, at the distance of three miles from the city; ana he 
was soon informed thllt the ground on which he had pitched his 
tent, was sold f()r an adequate price at a public auction; * and 
that a body of troops was dismissed by an opposite road to re
enforce the legions of Spa.in. 1o He led his Africans to the gates 
of Rome, where he found three armies in order of battle, pre
pared ~o receive, him; but Hannibal dreaded the event of a com· 

• Compare the remarkahle tran!l8ction in Jeremiah xxxii. 6 to 44, where the proI'he'
purchases his uncle's estate at the approach of the Babylonian captivity, in his uu' 
doubting confidence in the future restoration of the people. In the one case it iil the 
triumph of l'eligiou'3 fuith, ill the othur of national prlde.-M. 
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ba.t, from which he could not hope to escape unless he destmyed 
the last of his enemies; and his speedy retreat confessed the in
vincible courage of the Romans. 

From the time of the Punic war, the uninterrurted succession 
(,f senators had preserved the name and image of thp. republic; 
~rld the degenerate subjects of Honorius ambitiollsly derived their 
descent from the heroes who had repulsed the arms of Hannii'al, 
and subdued the nations of the earth. The temporal honori 
which the devout Paula 11 inherited and despised, are carefully re
capitu!~,ted by .Terom, the guide of her conscience, and tIle his
torian of her life. The genealogy of her father, Rogatus, which 
ascended as high as Agamemnon, might seem to betray a Grecian 
origin: but her mother Blresilia, numbered the Scipios, .LEmilius 
Paulus, and the Gracchi, in the list of her ancestors; and Toxo
tius, the husband of Paula, deduced his royal lineage from lEneas, 
the father of the Julian line. The vanity of the rich, who desired 
to be noble, was gratified by these lofty pretensions. Encouraged 
by the applause of their parasites, they easily imposed on the 
credulity of the vulgar; and were countenanced, in some meas
ure, by the custom of adopting the name of their patron, which 
had always prevailed among the freedmen and cl,ients of illus
trious families. 1\'[ost of those families, however, attacked by so 
many causes of external violence or internal decay, were gradu
ally extirpated: and it would be more reasonable to seek for a 
lineal descent of twenty generations, among the mountains of the 
Alps, or in the peaceful solitude of- Apulia, than on the theatre of 
Rome, the seat of fortune, of danger, and of perpetual revolu. 
tions. Under each successive reign, and from every province of 
the empire, a crowd of hardy adventurers, rising to eminence 
by their talents or their vices, usurped the wealth, the honors, 
and the palaces of Rome; and oppressed, or protected; the poor 
and humble remains of consular families; who were ignoral1t, 
perhaps, of the glory of their ancestors.12 

In the time of J erom and Claudian, the senators unanimously 
yielded the pre-eminence to the Anician line; and a slight view of 
their history will serve to appreciate the rank and antiquity of the 
noble families, which contended only for the second place. 1s 

During the five first ages of the city, the name of the Anicians 
was unknown; they appear to have derived their origin from 
Prrencste; and the ambition of those new citizens was long satis· 
fied with the plebeian honors of tribunes of the people.14. Onl} 
~undred and sixty-eight years before the Christian rera, the fam· 
lly was ennobled by the Prretorship of Anic~us, who gloriously 
terminated the Illyrian war, by the conquest of the nation, and 

http:people.14
http:place.1s
http:ancestors.12


372 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the captivity of their king. 1Ii From the triumph of that general, 
three consulships, in distant periods, mark the succession of the 
Anician name. 16 From the reign of Dioclctian to the final extinc
tion of the Western empire, that name shone with a lustre which 
was not eclipsed, in the public estimation, by the majesty of the 
Imperial purple. l1 The several branches, to whom it was commu
nicated, united, by marriage or inheritance, the wealth and titles 
of the Annian, the Petronian, and the Olybrian houses; and in 
each generation the number of consulships was multiplied by an 
hereditary claim.:8 The Anician family excelled in faith and in 
riches: they were the first of the Roman senate who embraced 
Christianity; and it is probable that Anicius Julian, who wa" 
afterwards consul and proofect of the city, atoned for his attach
ment to the party of l\Iaxentius, by the readiness with which he 
accepted the religion of Constantine. 19 Theil' ample patrimony 
was increased by the industry of Probus, the chief of the Anician 
family; who shared with Gratian the honors of the consulship, 
and exercised, four times, the high office of Prootorian proofect. 20 

His immense estates were scattered over the wide extent of the 
Roman world; and though the public might suspect or disap
prove the methods by which they had been acquired, the gen
erosity and magnificence of that fortunate statesman deserved the 
gratitude of his clients and the admiration of strangers. 21 Such 
was the respect entertained for hig memory, that the two sons of 
Probus, in their earliest youth, and at the request of .the senate, 
were associated in the consular dignity; a memorable distinction, 
without example, in the annals of Rome. 22 

" The marbles of the Anician palace," were used as a proverbial 
expression of opulence and spleI;ldor ; 23 but the nobles and sena
tors of Rome aspired, in due gradation, to imitate that illustrious 
family. The accurate description of tho city, which was com
posed in the Theodosian age, enumerates one thousand seven hun
dred and eighty h()uses, the residence of wealthy and honorable 
citizens. 24 l\1any of these stately mansions might almost excuse 
the exaggeration of the poet; that Rome contained a multitude 
of palaces, and that each palace was equal to a city: since it in
cluded within its own precincts everything which could be sub
servient either to use or luxury; markets, hippodromes, temples, 
fountains, baths, porticos, shady groves, and artificial aviaries. 2~ 
The historian Olympiodorus, who represents the state of Rome 
when it was besieged by the Goths, ~6 continues to observe, that 
several of the richest senators received from their estates an an
nual income of four thousand pounds of gold, above one hundred 
and sixty thousand })ounds sterling; without computing the 
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stated provlSlon of corn and wine, which, had they been sold. 
might have equalled in value one-third of the money. Comparea 
to this immoderate wealth, an ordinary revenue of a thousand or 
fifteen hundred pounds of gold might be considered as no more 
than adequate to the dignity of the senatorial rank, which re
quired many expenses of a public and ostentatious kind. Several 
examples are recorded, in the age of Honorius, of vain and popu
lar nobles, who celebrated the year of their prretorship by a festi
val which lasted seven days, and cost above one hundred thou
sand pounds sterling. 27 The estates of the Roman senators, which 
80 far exceeded the proportIOn of modern wealth, were not con
fined to the limits of Italy. Their possessions extended far be
yond the Ionian and lEgean Seas, to the most distant provinces: 
the city of Nicopolis, which Augustus had founded as an eternal 
monument of the Actian victory, was the property of the devout 
Paula; \18 and it is observed by Seneca, that the rivers, which lmd 
divided hostile nations, now flowed through the lands of private 
citizens. III) According to their temper and circumstances, the es
tates of the Romans were either cultivated by the labor of their 
slaves, or granted, for a certain and stipulated rent, to the indus
trious farmer. The economical writers of antiquity strenuously 
recommend the former method, wherever it may be practicable; 
but if the object should be removed, by its distance or magni
tude, from the immediate eye of the m~8ter, they prefer the active 
care of an old hereditary tenant, attached to the soil, and inter
ested in the produce, to the mercenary administration of a negli
gent, perhaps an unfaithful, steward. 30 

The opulent nobles of an immense capital, who were never ex
cited by the pursuit of military glory, and seldom engaged in the 
occupations of civil government, naturally resigned their leisure to 
the business and amusements of private life. At Rome, com
merce was always held in contempt: but the. senators, from the first 
age of the republic, increased their patrimony, and multipliea. 
their clients, by the lucrative practise of usury; and the obsolete 
laws were eluded, or violated, by the mutual inclinations and in
terest of both parties. 31 A considerable mass of treasure must 
always have existed at Rome, cit1ler in the current coin of the 
empire, or in the form of gold and silver plate; and there were 
many sideboards in the time of Pliny which contained more solid 
silver than had been transported by Scipio from vanquished Car
thage. 3~ The greater part of the nobles, who dissipated their 
fortunes in profuse luxury, found themselves poor in the midst of 
wealth, ll.nd idle in a constant round of dissipation. Their desires 
were conthlUally gratified by the labor of a thousand hands; of 
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the numerous train of their domestic slaves, who were actuated 
by the fear of punishment; and of the various professions of artifi
cers and mcnhants, who were more powerfully impelled by the 
hopes of gain. The ancients were destitute of many of the con
veniences of life, which have been invented or improved by the 
progress of industry; and the plenty of glass and linen has diffused 
more real comforts among the modern nations of Europe, than the 
senators of Rome could derive from all the refinements of porn· 
pous or sensual luxury. 33 Their luxury, and their manners, have 
been the subject of minute and laborious disquisition: but as 
such inquiries would divert me too long from the design of the 
present work, I shall produce an authentic state of Rome and its 
inhabitants, which is more peculiarly applicable to the period of 
the Gothic invllsion. .A.mmianus Marcelli nus, who prudently chose 
the capital of the empire as the residence the best adapted to the 
historian of his own times, has mixed with the narrative of public 
events a lively representation of the scenes with which he was fa
miliarly conversant. The judicious reader will not always ap
prove of the asperity of censure, the choice of circumstances, or 
the style of expression; he will perhaps detect the latent preju
dices, and personal resentments, which soured the temper of Am
mianus himself; but he will surely observe, with philosophic cu
riosity. the interesting and original picture of the manners of 
Rome.S. 

"The greatness of Rome"-such is the language of the his
torian-" was founded on the rare, and almost incredible, alliance 
of virtue and of fortune. The long period of her infancy was 
employed in a laborious struggle against the tribes of Italy, the 
neighbors and enemies of the rising city. In the strength and 
ardor of youth, she sustained the storms of war; carried her vic
torious arms beyond the seas and the mountains; and brought 
home triumphal laurels from every country of the globe. At 
length, verging towards old age, and sometimes conquering by 
the terror only of her name, I3he sought the blessings of ease and 
tranquillit.y. The VE~ERABLE CITY, which had trampled on the 
necks of the fiercest nations, and established a system of laws, the 
perpetual guardians of justice and freedom, was content, like a 
wise and wealthy parent, to devolve on the Crosars, her favorite 
eons, the care of governing her ample patrimony. 36 A secure and 
profound peace, such as had been once enjoyed in the reign of 
Numa, succeeded to the tumults of a republic; while Rome was 
still adored as the queen of the earth; and the subject nations 
still reverenced the name of the peopie and the majesty of the 
sanate. But this native splendor," continues Ammianus, "is 
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degraded, and sullied, by the conduct of some 11obles, who, un. 
mindful of their own dignity, and of that of their country, assume 
an unbounded license Qf vice and folly. They contend with each 
other in the empty vanity of titles and surnames; and curiously 
select 01' invent the most lofty and sonorous appellations, Rebur
rus, or Fabunius, Pagonius, or Tarasius,·6 which may impress the 
ears of the vulgar with astonishment and respect. From a vain 
ambition of perpetuating their memory, they affect to multiply 
their likeness, in statues of hronze and marble; nor are they sat
isfied unless those statues are covered with plates of gOld; an 
honorable distinction, first granted to Acilius the consul, after he 
had subilued, by his arms and counsels, the power of king 
Antiochus. The ostentation of displaying, of magnifying, per
haps, the rent-roll of the estates, which they possess in all the 
provinces, from the rising to the setting sun, provokes the just 
resentment of hery man, who recollects, that their poor and in
vincible ancestors were not distinguished from the meanest of the 
soldiers, by the delicncy of their food, or the splendor of their 
apparel. But the modern nobles measure their rank and conse
quence according to the loftiness of their chariots, S7 and the 
weighty magnificence of their dress. Their long robes of silk and 
purple float in the wind; and as they are agitated, by art or acci
dent, they occasional1y discover the undergarments, the rich tu
nics, embroidered with the figures of various animals. 36 Fol
lowed by a train of fifty servants, and tearing up the pavement, 
they move along the streets with the same impetuous speed as if 
they travel1ed with post-horses; and the example of the senators 
is boldly imitated by the matrons and ladies, whose covered car
riages .Are continually driving round the immense space of the city 
and suburbs. Whenever these persons of high distinction conde
scend to visit the public baths, they assume, on their entranc~, a 
tone of loud and insolent command, and appropriate to their own 
nse the conveniences which were designed for the Roman people. 
If, in these places of mixed and general resort, they meet any of 
the infamous ministers of their pleasures, they express their affec
tion by a tender embrace; while they proudly decline the salu
tations of their fellow-citizp,ns, who are not permitted to aspire 
above the honor of kissing their hands, or their knees. As soon 
as they have indulged themselves in the refreshment of the bath, 
they resume their rings, and the other ensigns of their dignity; se
lect from their private wardrobe of the finest linen, such as might 
sUfi?ce for a dozen persons, the garments the most agreeable to 
thelr fancy, and maintain till their departure the same haught,. 
demeanor; which perhaps might have been excused in the great 
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Marcellus, after the conquest of Syracuse. Sometimes, indeed, 
these heroes undertake more arduous achievements; they visit 
their estates in Italy, and procure themselv.es, by the toil of servile 
hands, the amusements of the chase. 39 If at any time, but more 
especially on- a hot day, they have courage to sail in their painted 
galleys, from the Lucriue Lake,40 to their elegant villas on the sea
coast of Puteoli and Cayeta,41 they compare their own expeditions 
to the Ir.arches of Coosar and Alexander. Yet should a fly pre
sume to settle on the silken folds of their gilded umbrellas; 
8houlU a sunbeam penetrate through some unguarded and imper. 
ceptible chink, they deplore their intolerable hardships, and la. 
ment, in affected language, that they were not born in the land of 
the Cimmcrians,·~ the regions of eternal darkness. In the'se jour
neys into the country,43 the whole body of the household marches 
with their master. In the same manDer as the ,cavalry and in· 
fantry, the heavy and the light-armed troops, the advanced !:,ruard 
and the rear, are marshalled by the skill of their military leaders; 
so the domestic officers, who bear a rod, as an ensign of authority, 
distribute and arrange the numerous train of slaves and attend· 
ants. The baggage and wardrobe move in the front; and are 
immediately followed by a multitude of cooks and inferior min
isters, employed in the service of the kitchens, and of the table. 
The main body is composed of a promiscuous crowd of slaves, m· 
creased by the accidental concourse of idle or dependent plebeians. 
The rear is closed by the favorite band of eunuchs, distributed 
from age to youth, according to the order of seniority. Their 
numbers and their deformity excite the horror of the indignant 
spectators, who are wady to execrate the memory of Semiramis, for 
the cruel art which she invented, of frustrating the purposes of 
nature, and of blasting in the bud the hopes of future genera· 
tions. In the exercise of domestic jurisdiction, the nobles oi Rome 
express an exquisite sensibility for any personal injury~ and a con· 
temptuous indifference for the rest of the human species. When 
they have called for warm water, if a slave has been tardy in his 
obedience, he is instantly chastised with three hundred lashes; 
but should the same slave commit a wilful murder, the master 
will mildly observe, that he is a worthless fellow; but that, if he 
repeats the offence, he shall not escape punishment. Hospitality 
was formerly the virtue of the Romans; and every stranger, who 
could plead either merit or misfortune, was relieved or rewarded 
by their generosity. At present, if a foreigner, perhaps of no 
contemptible rank, is introduced to one of the proud and wealthy 
senators, he is welcomed indeed in the first audience, with such 
warm professions, and such kind inquiries, that he retires, en
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chanted with the affability of his illustrious friend, and full of 
regret that he had so long delayed his journey to Rome, the native 
seat of manners, as well as of empire. Secure of a favorable re
ception, he repeats his visit the ensuing day, and is mortified by 
the discovery, that his peri'lon, his name, and his country are al
ready forgotten. If he still has resolution to persevere, he is grad
ually numbered in the train of dependents, and obtains the per
'mission to pay his assiduous and unprofitable court to a haughty 
patron, incapable of gratitude or friendship j who scarcely deigns 
to remark his presenee, his departure, or his rftturn. Whene!'er 
the rich prepare a solemn and popular entertainment; 44 whenever 
they celebrate, with profuse and pernicious luxury, their private 
banquets; the choice of the guests is the subject of anxious de
liberation. The modest, the sober, and the learned, are seldom 
prebrred; and the nomenclators, who are commonly swayed by 
interested motives, have the address to insert, in the list of invita
tions, the obscure names of the most wortl11ess of mankind. But 
the frequent and familiar companions of the great, are those para
sites, who practise the most useful of all arts, the art of flattery; 
Who eagerly applaud each word, and every action, of their im
mortal patron j gaze with rapture on his marble columns and 
variegated pavements; and strenuously praise the pomp and ele
gance, which' he is taught t() consider as a part of his personal 
merit. At the Roman tables, the birds, the squirrels,4. or the fish, 
which appear of an uncommon size, are cO)itcmplated with curious 
attention; a pair of scales is accurately applied to ascertain their 
real weight; and, while the more rational gueRts are disgusted 
by the vain and tedious repetition, notaries are summoned to 
attest, by an authentic record, the truth of such a marvellom; 
event. Another method of introduction into the houses and so<
ciety of the great, is derived from the profession of gaming,' or, 
as it is more politely styled, of play. The confederates are united 
by a strict and indissoluble bond of friendship, or rather of con· 
spiracy; a superior degree of skill in the l'esserarian art (which 
lnay be interpreted the game of dice and tables)46 is It sure road 
~o wealth and reputation. A master of that sublime science, who 
In a, supper, or assembly, is placed uelow a nlagistrate, displa)'s in 
his countenance the surprise and indignation which eato might be 
supposed to feel, when he was refused the prretorship by the 
votes of a capricious people. The acquisition of knowledge sel. 
dom engages the curiosity of nobles, who abhor the fatigue, and 
disdain the advantages, of study; and the only books which 
they peruse are the Satires of Juvenal, and the verbose and fabu
lous histories of Marius ~Iaximus. n The libraries, which they 
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have inherited from their fathers, are secluded, like dreary sepul
chres, from the light of day,·8 But the costly instruments of the 
thea.tre, flutes, and enormous lyres, and hydraulic organs, are con
structed for theIr use; and the harmony of vocal and instrumental 
music is incessantly repeated in the palaces of Rome. In those 
palaces, sound is preferred to sense, and the care of the body to 
that of the mind. It is alluwed as a salutary maxim, that the 
light and frivolous suspicion of a contagious malady, is of suffi
cient wei2'ht to excuse the visits of the most intimate friends; 
and even~the servants, who are despatched to make the decent 
inquiries, are not suffered to return home, till they have ullder~ 
gone the ceremony of a previous ablution. Yet this selfish and 
unmanly delicacy occasionally yields to the more imperious pas
sion of avarice. The prospect of gain will urge a riel) and gouty 
senator as far as Spoleto ; every sentiment of arrogance and dig
nity is subdued by the- hopes of an inheritance, or even of a leg
acy; and a wealthy childless citizen is the most powerful of the 
Romans. ~he art of obtaining the signature of a favorable testa
ment, and sometimes of hastening the moment of its exetution, is 
perf~ctly understood; and it h~s happened, that in the same 
house, though in different apartments, a husband and a wife, with 
the laudable design of overreaching each other, have summoned 
their respective lawyers, to declare, at the same time, their mu
tual, but contrn.dictol'Y intentions. The distress which follows and 
chastises extravagant laxul'Y, often reduces the great to the use of 
the most humiliating expedients. ·When they desire to borrow, they 
employ the base and s.upplicating style of the slave in the comedy; 
but when they are called upon to pay, they assume the royal and 
tragic declamation of the grandsons of Hercules. If the demand 
is repeated, they readily procure some trusty sycophant, instructed 
to maintain a charge of poison, or magic, against the insolent 
creditor; who is seldom released from prison, till he has signed 
a discharge of the whole debt. These vices, which degrade the 
moral character of the Romans, are mixed with a puerile supersti
tion, that disgraces their understanding. They listen with confi. 
dence to the predictions of haruspices, who pretend to read, in 
the entl'ails of victims, the signs of future greatness and prosper~ 
ity; and there are many who do not presume eithp.r to bathe, or 
to dine, or to appear in public, till they have diligently con
sulted, accoruing to the rules of astrology, the situation of :Mer
cury, and the aspect of the moon. 49 It is ~ingular enough, that 
this vain credulity may often be discovered among the profane 
sceptics, who impiously doubt, or deny, the existence of a celestial 
power." 
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In populous cities, which arc tlle seat of commerce and manufac
tures, the middle ranks of inhabitants, who derive their subsist
ence from the dexterity or labor of their hands, are cOlIllllonly the 
most prolific, the most useful, and in that sense the most respecta
ble part of the community. Bot the plebeians of Rome, W~lO dis
dained such sedentary and servile arts, had been oppressed~ from 
the earliest times, by the weight of debt und usury; and the hus
bandman, during the term of his military sen-ice, was obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm. DO The lands of Italy, which 
had been originally divided among the families of free and in
digent proprietors, were insensibly purchased or usurped by the 
avarice of the nobles; and in the age which preceded the full of the 
republic it was computed that only two thousand citizens were 
possessed of an independent substance. &1 Yet, as long as the 
people bestowed, by their suffrages, the honors of the state, the 
command of the legions, and the administration of wealthy prov
inces, their conscious pride alleviated, in some measure, the hard
ships of poverty; and their wants were seasonably supplied by 
the ambitious liberality of the canrlidates, who aspired to secure a 
venal majority in the thirty-five tribes, or the hundred and ninety
three centuries, of Rome. But when the prodigal commons had 
imprudently alienated, not only the 'use, but the inheritance, of 
po"'Ver, they sunk, under the rt'ign of the Cresars, into a vile and 
wretched populace, which must, in a few generations, have been 
totally extinguished, if it had not been continually recruited by 
the manumission of slaves, and the influx of strangers. As early 
as the time of Hadrian, it was the just complaint of the ingen
uous natives, that the capital had attracted the vices of the uni
verse, and the manners of the most opposite nations. The intem
perance of the Gauls, the cunning and levity of the Greeks, the 
savage obstinacy of the Egyptians and Jews, the servile temper 
of the Asiatics, and the dissolute, effeminate prostitution of the 
Syrians, were mingled in the various multitude, which, under the 
proud and false denomination of Homans, presumed to despise 
their fellow-subjects, and even their sovereigns, who dwelt beyond 
the precincts of the ETERNAL CITY. 6~ 

Yet the name of that city was still pronounced with respect: 
the ft"equent and capricious tumults of its inhabitants were in
dulged with impunity; and the su<;!cessors of Constantine, instead 
of crushing the last remains of the democracy by the strong arm 
of military power, embraced the mild policy of Augustus, and 
~tudied to relieve the poverty, and to amuse the idleness, of an 
~nnumerable people. 63 1. For the convenience of the lazy plebe
Ians, the monthly distributions of corn were converted into a 
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daily allowance of bread j a great number of oven, were con.. 
structed and maintained at the public expense; and at the ap
pointed hour, each citizen, who was furnished with a ticket, as
cended the flight of steps, which had been assigned to his pecu~ 
liar quarter or division, and received, either as a gift, or at a very 
low pfrce, a loaf of bread of the weight of three pounds, for the use 
of his family. II. The forest of Lucania, whose acorns fattened 
large droves of wild hogs,54 afforded, as a species of tribute, a 
plentIful supply of cheap and wholesome mea.t. During five 
months of the year, a regular allowance of bacon was distributed 
to the poorer citizens; and the annual consumption of the capital, 
at a time when it was much declined from its former lustre, was 
ascertained, by an edict of Valentinian the Third, at three mil
lions six hundred and twenty-eight thousand pounds. 55 III. In the 
manners of antiquity, the use of oil wa.s indispensable for the 
lamp, as well as for the bath, and the annual tax, which WJl,S im
posed on Africa for the benefit of Rome, amounted to the weight 
of three millions of pounds, to the measure, })erhaps, of three hun
dred thousand English gallons. IV. The alLxiety of Augustus to 
provide the metropolis with sufficient plenty of corn, was not ex
tended beyond that necessary article of human subsistence; and 
when the popular clamor accused the dearness and scarcity of 
wine, a proclamation was issued, by the grave rcfonner, to remind 
his subjects that no man could reasonably complain of thirst, since 
the aqueducts of Agrippa had introduced into the city so many 
copious streams of pure and salubrious water. 58 This rigid sobriety 
was insensibly relaxed; and, although the generous design of 
Aurelian 57 does not appear to have been executed in its full ex
tent, the use of wine was allowed on very easy and liberal terms. 
The administration of the public cellars was delegated to a magis
trate of honorable rank; and a considerable part of the vintage 
of Cam pania was reserved for the fortunate inhabitants of Rome. 

The stupendous aqueducts, so justly celebrated by the praises of 
Augustus himself, replenished the Thermm, or baths, which had 
been constructed in every part of the city, with Imperial magnifi
cence. The baths of Antoninus Caracalla, which were open, at 
stat.ed hours, for the indiscriminate service of the senators and the 
people, contained above sixteen hundred scats of marble; and 
more than three thousand werc reckoned in the baths of Diocle- . 
tian. 68 The walls of the lofty apartments were covered with curi
ous mosaics, that imitated the art of the pencil in the elegance of 
design, and the variety of colors. The Egyptian granite was 
beautifully encrustcd with the precious green marble of Numidia; 
the perpetual stream of hot water was poured into the capacious 
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basins, through so many wide mouths of bright :lnd massy silver; 
and the meanest Romttn could purchase, with a small copper coin, 
the daily enjoyment of a scene of pomp antlluxury, which might 
excite the envy of the kings of Asia. 5u From these stately pal
aces issued a swarm of dirty and ragged plebeians, without shoes 
and without a mantle; who loitered away whole days in the 
street or Forum, to hear news and to hold disputes; who dissi
pated, in extravagant gaming, the mi!';erable pittance of their 
wives and children; and spent the hours of the night in ob~cure 
taverns, and iJrothels, in the indulgence of gross and vulgar sen· 
Auality.60 

But the most lively and splendid amusement of the idle multi
tude, depended on the frequent exhibition of public games and 
spectacles. The piety of Christian princes had suppressed the in. 
human combats of gladiators; but the Roman people still consid
ered the Circus as theIr home, their temple, and the seat of the 
republic. The impatient crowd rushed at the dawn of day to 
secure their' places, and there were many who passed a sleepless 
and anxious night in the adjacent porticos. From the morning to 
the evening, careless of the sun, or of the rain, the spectators, 
who sometimes amounted to the nnmber of four hundred thou
sand, remained in eager attention; their eyes fixed on the horses 
and charioteers, their minds agitated with hope and fear, for the 
SUccess of the colors which they espoused: and the happiness of 
Rome appeared to hang on the event of a race. 61 The same im
moderate ardor inspired their clamors, and their applause, as 
often as they were entertained with the hunting of wild beastB, 
and the various modes of theatrical representation. These repre
sentations in modern capitals may deserve to be considered as a 
pure and elegant school of taste, and perhaps of virtue. But the 
Tragic and Cornie ~Iuse of the Romans, who seldom aspired be
yond the imitation of Attic genius, r.2 had been almost totally 
silent since the faU of the republic; 63 and their place was un
worthily occupied by licentious farce, effeminate music, and splen
did pageantry. The pantomi~es, 64 who maintainecl their reputa
tion from the age of A.ugustus to the sixth century, expressed, 
without the use of wnrds, the :various fables of the gods and 
)~eroes of antiquity; and the :perfection of their art, which some
tunes disarmed the gravity of the philosopher, always excited the 
ap\llause and wonder of the people. The vast and magnificent 
theatres of Rome were filled by three thousand female dancers, 
and by three thousand singers, with the masters of the respective 
~horuses. Such was the popular favor which they enjoyed, that, 
III a time of scarcity, when all strangers were banishtd from tho 

http:Auality.60
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city, the merit of contributing to the public pleasures exempted 
them from a law, which was strictly executed against the profes~ 
\'3ors of the liberal arts. 6& 

It is said, that the foolish curiosity of Elagabalus attempted to 
disCQvet·, from the quantity of spiders' webs, the number of the 
inhabitants of Home. A. more rational method of inquiry might 
not have been undeserving of the attention of the wisest princes, 
who could easily have resolved a question so important. for the 
Roman government, and so interesting to succeeding ages. The 
births and deaths of the citiz"ens were duly registered; and if any 
writer of antiquity had condescended to mention the annual 
amount, or the common average, we might now produce some sat
isfa0tory calculation, which would destroy the extravagant asser~ 
tions of critics, and perhaps confirm the modest and probable con" 
jectures of philosophers. 66 The most diligent researches have col
lected only the following circumstances; which, slight and im
perfect as they are, may tend, in some degree, to illustrate the 
question of the populousness of ancient Rome. I. 1Vhen the cap~ 
ital of the empire was besieged by the Goths, the circuit of the 
walls was accurately measured, by Ammonius, the mathematician, 
who found it equal" to twenty-one miles. 67 It should not be fot·
gotten that the form of t.he city was almost that of a circle, the 
geometrical figure which is known to contain the largest space 
within any given circumference. II. The architect Vitruvius, 
who flourished in the Augustan age, and whose evidence, on this 
occasion, has peculiar weight and authority, observes, that the in
numerable habitations of the Roman people would have spread 
themselves far beyond the narrow limits of the city; and that the 
want of ground, which was probably contracted on every side by 
gardens and villas, suggested the common, though inconvenient, 
practice of raising the houses to a considerable height in the air.68 
But the loftiness of these buildings, which often consisted of hasty 
work and insufficient materials, was the cause of frequent and fatal 
accidents; and it was repeatedly enacted by Augustus. "as well as 
by Nero, that the height of private edifices within the walls of 
Rome, should. not exceed the measure of seventy feet from the 
ground. 59 III. Juvenal 70 laments, as it should seem from his 
own experience, the hardships of the poorer citizens, to whom he 
addresses the salutary advice of emigrating, without delay, from 
the smoke of Rome, since they might purchase, in the little towns 
of Italy, a. cheerful commodious dwelling, at the same price which 
they annually paid for a dark and miserable lodging. House~rent 
w~s therefore immoderately dear: the rich acquired, at an enor~ 
mons expense, the ground, which they covered with palaces and 



OF THE ROMAN E!IPIUE. 383 

gardens; but the body of the Roman people was crowded into a 
narrow space; and the different floors, and apartments, of the 
same house, were divided, as it is still the custom of Paris, and 
other cities, among several families of plebeians. IV. The total 
number of houses in the fourteen regions of the city, is accurately 
stated in the description of Rome, composed under the reign of 
Theodosius, and they amount to forty-eight thousand three hun
dred and eighty-two. ~1 The two classes of domu8 and of in8uUu into 
willch they are divIded, include all. the habitations of the capital, 
of every rank and condition. from the marble palace of the Anicii, 
with a numerous establishment of freedmen and slaves, to the lofty 
and narrow lodging-house, where the poet Codrus and his wife 
were permitted til hire a wretched garret immediately under the 
tiles. If we adopt the same average, which, under similar cir
cumstances, has been found applicable to Paris,'2 and indiffer
ently allow about twenty-five persons for each house, of every de
gree, we may fairly estimate the inhabitants of Rome at twelve 
hundred thousand: a number which cannot be thought excessive 
for the capital of a mighty empire, though it exceeds the popu
lousness of the greatest cities of modern Europe. '3 * 

4< M. Dureau de Is 'Malle (Economie Politiqne dc>! Rama-ines, t. i. p.369) quotes a 
pUflsage from the xvth chapter of Gihhon, in which hc (>stlmatcs the population of 
Home at not less than fl. million, and adds (omit~ing allY n'ference to this passage),
that he (Gihbon) could 1I0t havc seriotll:'ly stutiie(1 thc quci:ltion. M. Durean de la 
Malle procecds to argue that Rome. a8 containcd within the walls of Servills Tullius, 
~Iccupying an urca only one fifth of that of Paris, could not have contained 300,000 
I1lhabltants; within those of Aurclian not more than 560.000, inclusivc of soldiers 
and strangers. The suburbs, be endeavors to show, both up to the time of Aurelian, 
and after his reign, were neithcr flO extenflive, nor so populous, as generally sup
posed. M. Dureall de la Mnlle has bilt imperfectly quoted the important pa!'~agc of 
Dionysius, that which prOVt'!! that when he wrote (1lJ the time of Au!!u,tlll') thc walls 
of Servins no longer marl,ed the houndary of thc city. In many places they were 
80 built upon, that it wa~ impossihle to trace them. 1'here was no certain limit. where 
th~ city ended and ceased to be the city; it t-trctched out to IlO houlldlei:l" un extent 
into the countrr. UVx Uet fJi(3awv aTjpetov oVlllv, ~ duqt·WGt.Tal, tlE,t(}t 7rOV 
-rrpo,Baf vovrra Tj 7rOAtS erl 7rOAtS eaTl, Kat r.OOev (i0XETaL /lTJKiTt Ell at 7ro/,tS 
oij;w ovvvt/JaVTat TtfJ aaTet f] xwpa, Kat cis (J.7retpOV fK/lTJKVVO/levTj5 7r[/}..e(,), 
i,.TfOATJ1!nv ToiS (JEW!,eVOlS 7rapiXETat. ei oe TtfJ TeiXEl, TtfJ (5vrrwpert,J p.ev OVTL 
<lui Ttl,; 7rE(JtAafl/3alJovrJUS aVT(I 7rOAAaXMhv o!X'lriEtS, iXVTJ oe Tlva tpVAcl.TTOVTe 
KflTU 7rOI,AOV~ T()7fOVr TijS apxafac IWrafrKevijr ,Bov/.TjOitTJ /lETPEiv aV7~V, 
K. T. A.. Ant Rom., iv. 13_ None of M. de la Malle'>! arl!uments appear to me to prove, 
against this fltatement that thci'c irreoular 8uburhs did not extend so far in many 
p:trt~, as to makc it impost'ihle to c"ilcuJate accurately the inhabited Ilrea of the ci.ty.
I hOll~h TlO doubt thc city, 80;; reconKtrnrted hy Nero, was much lesf'. clo>!!!ly bUilt, 
anll With Illany more open spaces fIr palaces. temples. aud other pubhc edifices. ~'et 
many passu"I'S I::>ecm to prove that the laws respecting the height of houEes were 
not rigidly ;;'11 forced. A ~ellt part of the lower, el'pl'cil}-lly of the slave, popul.stion, 
Were very denseJy crowded. 8IHllived, even more than HI our modern towns, III cel
lart! and suhterranean dwellings under thc pllblic edifices. 

Nor do ~l. de la Malle's arguments, by which he would explain the insulre lof 
R. E. ii.-13 • 
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Such was the state of Rome under the reign of Honorius, at the 
time when the Gothic army formed the siege, or rather the block
ade, of the city.74 By a skilful disposition of his numerous 
forces, who impatiently watched the moment of an assault, Alaric 
encompassed the 'walls, commanded the twelve principal gates, 
intercepted all communication with the adjacent country, and 
vigilantly guarded the navigation of the Tyuer, from which the 
Homans derived the surest and most plentiful supply of provi
sions. The first emotions of' the nobles, and of the people, were 
those of surprise and indignation, that a vile barbarian should 
dare to insult the capital of the world: but their arrogance was 
soon humbled by Ihisfortune; and their unmanly rage,' instead of 
being directed against an enemy in arms, was meanly exercised 
on a defenceless and innocent victim. Perhaps in the person of 
Serena, the Romans might have respected the niece of Theodo
sius, the aunt, nay, even the adoptive mother, of the reigning em
peror: but they abhorred the widow of Stilicho j and they lis
tened with credulous passion to the tale of calumny, which ac
cused her of maintaining a secret and criminal correspondence 
with the Gothic invader. Actuated, or overawed, by the same 
popular frenzy, the senate, without requiring any evidence of her 
guilt, pronounced the sentence of her death. Serena was igno
n~iniously strangled; an~ the infatuated multitude were aston
ished to find, that this cruel act of injustice did not immediately 
produce the retreat of the barbarIans, anel the deliverance of the 
dty. That unfortunate city gradually experienced the distress of 
scarcity, and at length the horrid calamities of famine. The 
uaily allowance of three pounds of bread was reduced to one half, 
to one third, to nothing; and the price of corn still continued to 
rise in a rapid and extravagant proportion. The poorer citizens, 
who were unable to purchase the necessaries of life, solIcited the 
precarious charity of the rich; and for a while the public mjsery 

which the Notitirn Urbi~ give us the number) IlS rows of shops, with a chamber or 
two within the dotnu::!, or houses of the wealthy, Estisfy me as to their 80undness 
')1' their !'lcholar",hip. Some pa!'1sa~es which ne adduces directly contradict his 
'~lCory; 1I0ue, as appears to me, distinctly prove it. I lllU!'t adhere to the old inter· 
pretation of the word, as chiefly dwellings for the middling or lower clas8es, or 
cluster8 of tenements, often, perhaps, untler the 8Rme roof. 

On thig point, Zumpt, in the Di88t'rtation before qnoted, ~ntirely disagTces witt 
-111. de la Malle. Zumpt has Iikewi!'1t! detected the mi:;;take of 1\1. de la Malle as to 
the" canon" of corn, mentioned in the lifeof Septhnius Severn::! by Spartianus. On 
this canon the l<'rench writer calculates thE" inhabitants of Rome at that lime. But 
the .• canon" wa~ not the whole supply of Rome, but that quantity which the state 
required for the public granaries, to supply the gratuitous distribu!iom~ to the 
peoPle and the public officers and slave::!; no doubt likewi!'e to keep down the 
genera1price. 1t1. Zumpt reckons the population of Rome at 2,000,000. After care
ful conSideration, I should conceive the number in the text, 1,200,000, to be neart:st 
tUIl truth.-M. 1845. 
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was alleviated by the humanity of Lreta~ the widow of the em
peror Gratian, who had fixed her residence at Rome, and conse
erated to the use of the indigent the princely revenue which she 
&.nnually received from Ule grateful successors of her husband. n 
But these private anel temporary donatives were insufficient to 
appease the hunger of a numerous people; and the progress of 
famine invaded the marble palaces of the senators themselves. 
The persons of both sexes, who had been educated in the enjoy
ment of ease and luxury, discovered how little is requisite to sup
ply the demands of nature; and lavished their unavailing treas
ures of gold and silver, to obtain the coarse and scanty sustenance 
which they woulrl formerly have rejected with disdain. The food 
the most repugnant to senRe or imagination, the aliments the most 
unwholesome and pernicious to the constitution, were eagerly de
voured, and fiercely disputed, by the rage of hunger. A dark 
suspicion was entertained, that some desperate wretches fed on 
the bodies of their fellow-creatures, whom they had secretly mur
dered; and even mothers (such was the horrid conflict of the 
two ~ost powerful instincts implanted by nature in the human 
breast), even mothers are ·said to have tasted the flesh of their 
slaughtered infants! 76 Many thousands of the inhabitants of 
Rome expired in the~.r houses or in the streets, for want of suste
nance; and as the public sepulchres without the walls were in 
the power of the enemy, the stench, which arose from so many 
putrid and unburied carcasses, infected the air; and the miseries 
of famine were succeeded and aggravated by the contagion of a 
pestilential disease. The assurances of speedy and effectual 
relief, which were repeatedly transmitted from the court of Ra
venna, supported, for some time, the fainting resolution of the .Ho
mans, till at length the despair of any human aid tempted them 
to accept the offers of a prreternatural deliverance. Pompeianus, 
prrefect of the city, had been persuaded, by the art or fanaticism 
of some Tuscan diviners, that, by the mysterious force of spells 
and sacrifices, they co.uld extract the lightning from the clouds, 
u?d point those celestial fires against the camp of the barba
nans. 17 'fhe important secret was communicated ·to Innocent, the 
bishop of Rome; and the successor of St. Peter is accused, per
haps without foundation, of preferring the safety of the republic 
to the rigid severity of the Christian worship. But when the 
question was agitated in the senate; when it was proposed, as an 
essential condition, that those sacrifices should be performed in 
the Capitol, by the authority, and in the presence, of the magis
t~ates, the majority of that respectable assembly, apprehensin' 
eIthcr of thc Divine or of the Imperial displeasure, refused to join 
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in an act, which appeared almost equivalent to the public restora.
tion of Paganism. 78 

The last resource of the Romans was in the clemency, or at least 
in the moderation, of the king of the Goths. The senate, who in 
this emergency assumed the supreme powers of government, ap
pointed two ambassadors to negotiate with the enemy. This im
portant trust was delegated to Basilius, a senator, of Spanish ex
traction, and alre~dy conspicuous in the administration of prov .. 
inces j and to .Jobn, the first tribune of the notaries, who was 
peculiarly qualified, by hiR dexterity in business, as well as by his 
former intimacy with the Gothic prince. ·When they were intro
duced into his presence, they declared, perhaps in a more lofty 
style than became their abject condition, that the Romans were 
resolved to maintain their dignity, either in peace or war; and 
that, if Alaric refused them a fair and honorable capitulation, he 
might sound his trumpets, and prepare to give battle to an innu.. 
merable people, exercised in arms, and animated by despair. 
"The thicker the hay, the easier it is mowed," was the concise 
reply of the barbarian; and this rustic metaphor was accompanied 
by a loud and insulting laugh, expressive of 'his contempt for the 
menaces of an unwarlike populace, enervated by luxury before 
t hey were emaciated by famine. He then condescended to fix the 
ransom, which he would accept as the price of his retreat from 
the walls of Rome: all the gold and silver in the city, whether it 
were the property of the state, or of individuals; all the rich and 
precious movables; and all the slaves who could prove their title 
to the name of barbarians. The ministers of the senate presumed 
to ask, in a modest and suppliant tone, H If such, 0 ldng, are your 
demands, what do you intend to leave us?" " YOUR LIVES !" 
repiied the haughty conqueror: they trembled, and retired. Yet, 
before they retired, a short suspension of arms was granted, which 
allowed some time for a more temperate negotiation. The stern 
features of Alaric 'Were insensibly relaxed; he abated much of the 
rigor of his terms; and,at length consented to raise the siege, on 
the immediate payment of five thousand ponnds of gold, of thirty 
thousand pounds of silver, of four thousand robes of silk, of three 
thousand pieces of fine flcarlet cloth, and of three thousand 
pounds weight of pepper. 711 But the public treasury was ex
hausted ; the annual rents of the great estates i~ Italy and the 
provinces were intercepted by the calamities of war; the gold 
anci gems had been exchanged, during the famine, for the vilest sus
tenance ; the hoards of secret wealth were still concealed by the 
ohstinllcy of avarice; and some remains of consecrated spoils 
afforded the only r~source that could avert the impending ruin of 
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the city. As s~)on as the Romans llad satisfied the rapacious de
mands of Alaric, they were restored, in some measure, to the enjoy. 
ment of peace and plenty. Several of the gates were cautiously 
opened j the importation of provisions from the river and the ad
jacent country, was nC' longer obstructed by the Goths; the citi
zens resorted m crowds to the free market, which was held dur
mg three days in the subnrbs ; and while the merchants \'" ho un
dertoC'k this gamful trade made a considerable profit, the future 
subsistence of the city was secured by the ample magazines which 
were deposited in the puhlic and private granaries. A more reg
ular discipline than could have been expected, was maintained in 
the camp of Alaric j and the wise barbarian justified his regUld 
for the faith of treaties, by the just severity with which he chas
tised a party of licentIous Goths, who had insulted some Roman 
citizens on the road to Ostia. His army, enriched by the contri
butions of the capital, slowly advanced into the fair and fruitful 
province of Tuscany, where he proposed to establish his winter 
quarters, and the Gothic standard became the refuge of forty 
thousand barbarian slaves. who had broke their chains, and as
pired, under the command of their great deliverer, to revenge the 
injuries and the disgrace of their cruel servitude. About the 
same tIme, he.received a more honorable re-enforcement of Goths 
and Huns, whom Adolphus,80 the brother of his wife, had con
ducted, at his pressing invitation, from the banks of the Danube 
to those of the Tybei', and who had cut their way, with some diffi
culty and loss, through the superior numbers of the Imperial 
troops. A victorious leader, who united the daring spirit of a 
barbarian with the art and discipline of a Roman general, was at 
the head of a hundred tllOusand fighting men; and Italy pro
nounced, with terror and respect, the formidable name of Alaric. 81 

At the distance of fourteen centuries, we may be satisfied with 
:relatin6' the military exploits of the conquerors of Home, without 
presuming to investigate the motives of t.heir political conduct. 
In the midst of his apparent prosperity, Alaric was conscious, 
perhaps, of some secret weakness, some internal defect; or per
haps the moderation which he displayed, ·was intended only to 
deceive and disarm the easy credulity of the ministers of Hono· 
rius. The king of the Goths repeatedly declared, that it was his 
nesire to be considered as the friend of peace, and of the Ro
mans. Three senators, at his earnest request, were sent nmbassa-. 
dors to the court of Ravenna, to solicit the exchange of hostages, 
Bnd the conclusion of the treaty; and the proposals, which he 
more clearly expressed during the ~ourse of the negotiations, 
could only inspire a doubt of his sincerity, as they might seem in
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adequate to the state of his fortune. The barbarian still aspired 
to the rank of master-general of the armies of the "'Vest; he stip
ulated an annual subsidy of corn and money; and he chose the 
provinces of Dalmatia, N oricum, and Venetia, for the seat of his 
new kingdom, which would have commanded the important com
munication between Italy and the Danube. If these modest terms 
should be rejected, Alaric s~1Gwed a disposition to relinquish his 
pecuniary demands, and even to content himself with the posses
sion of Noricum; an exhausted and impoverished country, per
petually exposed to the inroads of the barbarians of Germany. 82 

But the hopes of peace were disappointed by the weak obstinacy, 
or interested views, of the minister Olympius. Without listening 
ta the salutary remonstrances of the senate, he dismissed their am
bassadors under the conduct of a military escort, too numerous for 
a retinue of honor, and too feeble for an army of defence. Six 
thousand Dalmatians, the flower of the Imperial legions, were 
ordered to march from Ravenna to Rome, through an open coun
try which was occupied by ~he formidable myriads of the barba
rians. These brave legionaries, encompassed and betrayed, fell a 
sacrifice to ministerial folly; their general, Valens, with a hun
dred soldiers, escaped from the field of battle; and one of the 
ambassadors, who could no longer claim the protection of the law 
of nations, was obliged to purchase his freedom with a ransom of 
thirty thousand pieces of' gold. Yct Alaric, instead of resenting 
this act of impotent hostility, immedia.tely renewed his proposals 
of peace; and the second embassy of the Roman senate, which 
derived weight and dignity from the presence of Innocent, bishop 
of the city, was 'guarded from the dangers of the road by a de
tachment of Gothic soldiers. ~3 I 

Olympius 84 might have continued to insult the just resentment 
of a people who loudly accused [lim as the author of the public 
calamities; but his power was undermined by the secret intrigues 
of the palace. The favorite eunuchs transferred the government 
of Honorius, and the empire, to J ovius, the Pnetorian prrefect ; 
an unworthy servant, who did not atone, by the merit of personal 
attachment. for the errors and misfortunes of his administration. 
The exile, 'or escape, of the guilty Olympius, reserved him for 
more vicissitudes of fortune: he experienced the adventures of an 
obscure and wandering life; he again rose to power; he fell a 
second time into disgrace ; his ears were cut off; he expired UD
der the lash ; and his ignominious death afforded a grateful spec.. 
tacle to the friends of Stilicho. After the removal of Olympius, 
whose character was deeply tainted with religious fanaticism, the 
Pagans and heretics were delivered from the impolitic proscrip
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tion, which excluded them from the dignities of the state. The 
brave Gellnerid,8li a soldier of barbarian origin, who still adhered 
to the worship of his ancestors, had been obliged to lay aside the 
military belt: and though he was repeatedly assured by the em
peror himself, that laws were not made for persons of his rank or 
merit, be refused to accept any partial dispensation, and perse
vered in honorable disgrace, till he had extorted a general act of 
justice from the distress of the Roman government. T~e conduct 
of Gennerid, in the important station to which he was promoted 
or restored, of master-general of Dalmatia, Pannonia, N oricum, 
and Rhretia, seemed to revive the discipline and spirit of the 1'e
pUblic. From a life of idleness and want, his troops were soon 
habituated to severe exercise and plentiful subsistence; and his 
private generosity often supplied the rewards, which were denied 
by the avarice, or poverty,-6f the court of Ravenna. The valor of 
Gennerid, formidable to the adjacent barbarians, was the firmest 
bulwark of the. JIlyrian frontier; and his vigilant care assisted the 
empire with a re-enforcement of ten thousand Huns, who arrived 
on the confines of Italy, attended by such a convoy of provisions, 
and such a numerous train of sheep and oxen, as might have been 
sufficient, not only for the march of an army, but for the settle
ment of a colony. But the court and councils of Honorius still 
remained a scene of weakness and distraction, of corruption and 
anarchy. Instiga.ted by the prrefect Jovius, the guards rose in 
furious mutiny, and demanded the heads of two generals, and of 
the two principal eunuchs. The generals, under a perfidious 
promise of safety, were sent on shipboard, and privately exe
cuted ; while the favor of the eunuchs procured them a mild. and 
secure exile at Milan and Constantinople. Eusebius the elmuch, 
and the barbarian Allobich, succeeded to the command of the 
bed-chamber and of the guards j and the mutual jealousy of these 
SUbordinate mmisters was the cause of their mutual destruction. 
By the insolent order of the count of the domestics, the great 
chamberlain was shamefully beaten to death with sticks, before 
t~lC eyes of the astonished emperor; and the subsequent assassina
t~on of Allobich, in the midst of a- public procession, is the only 
CIrcumstance of his life, in which Honorius discovered the faintest 
8~lIlptom of courage or resentment. Yet before they fell, Euse
bIllS and Al10bich had contributed their part to the ruin of the 
empire, by opposing the conclusion of a treaty which Jovius, from 
a selfish, and perhaps a criminal, motive, had negotiated with 
~laric, in a personal interview under the walls of Rimini. Dur
Ing the absence oi Jovius, the emperor was persuaded to assume a 
lofty tone of inflexible dignity, such as neither his situation, nor 



390 THE DECLINB AND FALL 

his character, could enable him to support j and a letter, signed 
with the name of Honorius, was Immediately despatched to the 
Prretorian proofect, granting him a free permission to dispose of 
the public money, but sternly refusing to prostitute tlie military 
honors of Rome to the proud demands of a barbarian. 'l'his let
ter was imprudently commuDlcated to Alaric himself; and the 
Goth, who ill the whole transaction had behaved with temper and 
decency, expressed, In the most outrageous language, his lively 
sense of the insult so wantonly offered to his person and to his 
nation. The conference of Rimini was hastily interrupted j and 
the prrefect Jovius, on Ius return to Ravenna, was compelled to 
adopt, and even to encourage, the fashionable opinions of the court. 
By his advice and example, the principal officers of the state and 
army were obliged to swear, that, without listening, in any cir
cumstances, to any conditions of peace, they would still persevere 
in perpetual and implacable war against the enemy of the repub
lic. This rash engagement opposed an insuperable bar to all fll
ture negotiation. The mmisters of Honorins were heard to de
clare, that, if they had only Invoked the name of the Deity, they 
would consult the public safety, and trust their souls to the mercy 
of Heaven: but they had sworn by the sacred head of the em
peror himself j they had touched, in solemn ceremony, that 
august seat of majesty and wisdom; and the violation of their 
oath would expose them to the temporal penalties of sacrilege and 
rebellion. 86 

While the emperor and hIs court enjoyed, with sullen pride, 
the security of the marshes and fortifications of Ravenna, they 
abandoned Rome, almost without defence, to the resentment of 
Alaricr. Yet such was the moderation which he still preserved, 
or affected, that, as he moved with his army along the Flaminian 
way, he successively despatched the bishops of the towns of Italy 
to reiterate his offers of peace, and to conjure the emperor, that 
he would save the city and its inhabitants from hostile fire, and 
the sword of the barbarians. 87 These impending calamities were, 
however, averted, not indeed by the wisdom of Honorius, but by 
the prudence or humanity of the Gothic king; who employed a 
milder, though not less effectual, method of conquest. Instead 
of assaulting the capital, he successfully directed hIS· efforts 
against the Part of Ostia, one of the boldest and most stupendous 
works of Roman magruficence. 88 The accidents to which the pre- , 
carious subsistence of the city was continually exposed in a win
ter navigation, and an open road, had suggested to the genius of 
the first Cresar the useful design, which was executed under the 
reign of Claudius. The artificial moles, which formed the nar
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row entrance, advanced far into the sea, and firmly repelled the 
fury of the waves, while the largest vessels securely rode at 
anchor within three deep and capacious basins, which received 
the northern branch of the Tyber, about two miles. from the an
cient colony of Ostia. 51. The Roman Port insensibly swelled to 
the size of an episcopal citY,90 where tbe corn of Africa was de
posited in spacious granaries for the use of the capItal. As soon 
AS Alaric was in possession of that important place, he summoned 
the city to surrender at discretion; and his demands were en
forced by the positive declaration, that a refusal, or even a delay, 
should be instantly followed by the destruction of the magazines, 
on which the life of the Roman people depended. The clamo'"s 
of that people, and the terror of famine, subdued the pride of the 
senate; they listened, without reluctance, to the proposal of plac
ing a new emperor on the throne of the unworthy Honorius; and 
the suffrage of the Gothic conqueror bestowed the purple on At
talus, proofect of the city. The grateful monarch immediately 
acknowledged his protector as master-general of the armies of the 
'Vest j Adolphus, with the rank of count of the domestics, ob
tained the custody of the person of Attalus j and the two hostile 
nations seemed to be united in the closest bands of friendship and 
alliance. 91 

The gates of the dty were thrown open, and the new emperor 
of the Romans, encompassed on every side hy the Gothic arms, 
was conducted, in tumultuous procession, to the J;>alace of Augus
tus and Trajan. After he had distributed the CIvil and military 
uignities among his favorites and followers, Attalus convened an 
assembly of the senate; before whom, in a formal and florid 
speech, he asse~ted his resolution of restoring the majesty of the 
republic, and of uniting to the empire the provinces of Egypt "and 
the East, wllich had once acknowledged the sovereignty of Rome. 
~uch extravagant promises inspired every reasonable citizen with 
tl. just contempt for the character of an unwarlike usurper, whose 
elevation was the deepest and most ignominious wound whirh tile 
republic had yet sustained from the insolence of the barbarians. 
But the populace, with their usual levity, applauded the change 
of masters. The public discontent was favorable fo the rival of 
Honorius; and the sectaries, oppressed by his persecuting edicts, 
expected some degree of countenance, or at least of toleration, 
from a 1?rince, who, in his native country of Ionia, had been edu
cated in the Pagan superstition, and who had since received the 
sacrament of baptism from the hands of an Arian bishop. ~2 The 
first days of the reign of Attalus were fair and prosperous. An 
officer of confidence was sent with an inconsiderable body 01 
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troops to secure the obedience of Africa; the greatest part of 
Italy submitted to the terror of the Gothic powers; alid though 
the city of Bologna made a vigorous and effectual resistance, the 
people of MiJan, dissatisfied perhaps with the absence of Hono
rius, accepted, wIth loud acclamations, the choice of the Roman 
~enate. At the head of a formidable army, Alaric conducted 
his royal captive almost to the gates of Ravenna; and a solemn 
embassy of the principal ministers of Jovius, the Prretorian 
prrefect, of Valens, master of the cavalry and infantry, of the 
qurestor Potamius, and of Ju1ian, the first of the notaries, ~as in
troduced, with martial pomp, into the Gothic camp. In the name 
of their sovereign, they consented to acknowledge the lawful elec
tion of his competitor, and to divide the provinces of Italy and 
the West between the two emperors. Their proposals were re
jected with disdain; and the refusal was aggravated by the in
sulting clemency of Attalus, who condescended to promise, that, 
if Honorius would instantly resign the purple, he should be per
mitted to pass the remainder of his life in the peaceful exile of 
some remote island. U3 So desperate indeed did the situation of 
the son of Theodosius appear, to those who were the best ac
quainted with his strength and resources, that Jovius and Valens, 
his minister and his general, betrayed their trust, infamously de
serted the sinking cause of their benefactor, and devoted their 
treacherous allegiance to the service of his more fortunat.e rival. 
Astonished by such examples of domestic treason, Honorius trem
bled at the approach of every servant, at the arrival of every mes
senger. He dreaded the secret enemies, who might lurk in his 
capital, his palace, his bBd-chamber; and some ships lay ready in 
the harbor of Ravenna. teJ transport the abdicated' monarch to the 
dominions of his infant Lephew, the emperor of the East. 

But there is a Providence (such at least was the opinion of the 
historian Procopius) H 1,hat watches over innocence and folly; 
and the pretensions of Honorius to its peculiar care cannot reason
ably be disputed. 'At the moment when his despair, incapable of 
any wise or manly res~lutjon, meditated a shameful flight, a sea
sonable rc-enforceme',l~ of four thousand veterans unexpectedly 
landed in the port of Ravenna. To these valiant strangers, whose 
fidelity had not been corrupted by t.he factions 0(. the court, he 
committed the walls nnd gates of the city; and t he slumbers of 
the emperor were no longer disturbed by the apprehension of im
minent and internp.l danger. The favorable intelligence which 
was received from Africa suddenly changed the opinions of men, 
and the state of public affairs. The troops and officers, whum 
Attalus had sent into that province, were defeated and slain; ar.& 
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the active zeal of Heraclian maintained his own allegiance, itnd 
that of his people. The fait.hful count of Africa transmitted a 
large sum of money, which fixed the attachment of ihe Imperial 
guards j and his vigilance, in preventing the exportation of corn 
and oil, introduced famine, tumult, and discontent, into the walls 
of Rome. '1'he failure of the African expedition, was the source 
of mutual complaint and recrimination in the party of Attalus ; 
and the mind of his protector was insensibly alienated from the 
interest of a prince, who wanted spirit to command, or docility to 
obey. The most imprudent measures were adopted, without the 
knowledge, or against the advice, of Alaric j and the obsthl1ltc 
refusal of the senate, to allow, in the embarkation, the mixture 
even of five hundred. Goths, betrayed a suspicious and distrustful 
temper, which, in their situation, was neither generous nor pru
dent. The resentment of the Gothic king was exasperated by the 
malicious arts of Jovius, who had been raised to the rank vf 
patrician, and who afterwards excused his double perfidy, by de
claring, without a blush, that he hail only seemed to abandon the 
service of Honorius, more effectually to ruin the cause of the 
usurper. In a large plain near Rimini. and in the presence of an 
innumerable multitude of Romans and barbarians, the wretched. 
Attalus was publicly despoiled of the diadem and purp]e; and 
those ensigns of royalty were sent by Alaric, as the pledge of 
peace and friendship, to the son of Theodosius. gl; The officers 
who returned to their duty, were reimtated in their employments, 
and even the merit of a tardy repentance was graciously allowed; 
but the degraded emperor of the Romans, desirous of life, and 
insensible of disgrace, implored the permission of following the 
Gothic camp, in the train of a haughty and capricious barbarian. 011 

The degradation of Attalus removed the only real obstacle to 
the conclusion of the peace j and Alaric advanced within three 
miles of Ravenna, to press the irresolution of the Imperial min
isters, whose insolence soon returned with the return of fortune. 
His indignation was kindled by the report, that a rival chieftain, 
that Sarns, the personal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary 
foe of the house of Balti, had been received into the palace. At 
the head of three hundred followers, that fearless barbari!l.n im
~ed~ately sallied from the gates of Ravenna j surprised, a~d cl!t 
III pIeces, a considerable body of Goths; re-entered the CIty III 
triumph; and was permitted to insult his adversary, by. the yoice 
of a herald, who publicly declared that the guilt of Alaric had 
forever excluded him from the friendship and alliance of the em
peror. g1 The crime and folly of the court of Ravenna was expi .. 
ated a third t.ime by the calamities of Rome. The king of the 
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Goths, who no longer dissembled his appetite for plunder and re
venge, appeared in arms under the walls of the capital; and the 
tremhling senate, without any llOpes of relief, prepared, by a des
perate resistance, to delay the ruin of their country. But they 
were unable to guard against the secret conspiracy of their slaves 
and domestics; who, either from birth or interest, were attached 
to the cause of the enemy. At the hour of midnight the Salarian 
gate was silently opened, and the inhabitants were uwakened by 
the tremendous sound of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred 
and sixty-three years after the foundation of Rome, the Imperial 
city, which had subdued and civilized so considerable a part of 
mankind, was delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of Ger
many and Scythia. 9El 

The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced his entrance into a 
vanquished city, discovered, however, some regard for the laws of 
humanity and religion. He enc~uraged his troops boldly to seize 
the rewards of valor, and to enrich themselves with the spoils of a 
wealthy and effeminate people: but h~ exhorted them, at the same 
time, to spare the lives of the unresisting citizens, and to respect 
the churches of the apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, as holy and 
jnviolable sanctuaries. Amidst the horrors of a nocturnal tumult, 
several of the Christian Goths displayed t.he fervor of a recent con
version; and some instances of their uncommon piety and moder
ation are related, and perhaps adorned, by the zeal of ecclesiasti
cal writers. 09 While the barbarians roamed through the city in 
quest of prey, the humble dwelling of an aged virgin, who had 
devoted her life to the service of the altar, was forced open by 
one of the powerful Goths. He immediately demanded, though 
in civil language, all the gold and silver in her possession; and 
was astonished at the readiness with which she conducted him to 
a splendid hoard of massy plate, of the richest materials, and the 
most curious workmanshi p. The barbarian viewed with wonder 
and delight this valuable acquisition, till he was interrupted by a 
serious admonition, addressed to him in the following words: 
" These," said she, "are the consecrated vessels belonging to 
St. Peter: if you presume to touch them, the sacrilegious deed 
will remain on your conscience. For my part, I dare not keep 
what I am unable to defend." The Gothic captain, struck with 
reverential awe, despatched a messenger to inform the king of the 
treasure which he had discovered; and reeei ved a peremptory 
order from Alaric, that all the consecrated plate and ornaments 
should be transported, without damage or delay, to the church of 
the apostle. From the extremity, perhaps, of the Quirinal hill, to 
the distant quarter of the Vatican, a numerous detachment of 
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Goths, marching in order of battle through the principal streets, 
protected, with glittering arms, the long train of their devout 
companions, who bore aloft, on their heads, the sacred vessels of 
gold and silver j and the martial shouts of the barbarians were 
mingled with the sound of religious psalmody. From all the 
adjacent houses, a crowd of Christians hastened to join this edi
fying procession; and a multitude of fugitives, without distinc
tion of age, or rank, or even of sect, had the good fortune to es
cape to the secure and hospitahle sanctuary of the V utican. The 
learned work, concerning the Oity of God, was professedly com
posed by St. A.ugustin, to justify the ways of Providence in thE.' 
destruction of the Roman greatness. He celebrates with peculiar 
satisfaction this memorable triumph of Christ j and insults his ad
versaries by challenging them to produce some simliar example 
of a town taken by storm, in which the fabulous gods of antiquity 
had been able to protect either themselves 01' their deluded vo
taries. 100 

In the sack of Rome, some rare and extraordinary examples of 
barbarian virtue have been deservedly applauded. But the holy 
precincts of the Vatican and the apostolic churches, could receive 
a very small proportion of the Roman people j many thousand 
warriors, more especially of the Huns, who served under the 
standard of Alaric, were strangers to the name, or at least to the 
faith, of Christ; and we may suspect, without any breach of char
ity or candor, that in the hour of I!!avage license, when every pas
sion was inflamed, and every restraint was removed, the precepts 
of the Gospel seldom influenced the behavior of the Gotbic Cbris
tians. The writers, the best disposed to exaggerate tbeir clem
ency, have freely confessed, that a cruel slaughter was made of 
the Romans; 101 and that the streets of the city were filled with 
dead bodies, which remained without burial during the general 
consterl1ation. The despair of the citizens was sometimes con
verted into fury: and whenever the barbarians were provoked by 
opposition, they extended the promiscuous massacre to the feeble, 
the innocent, and the helpless. The private revenge of forty 
~housand slaves was exercised without pity or remorse; and the 
Ignominious lashes, which they had formerly received, were 
washed away in the blood of the guilty, or obnoxious, families. 
The matrons and virgins of Rome were exposed to injuries more 
dreadful, in the apprehension of chastity, than death itself j and 
the ecclesiastical historian has selected an example of female vir
t~e, for the admiration of future ages. 102 A Roman lady, of 
s~gular beauty and orthodox faith, had excited tire impatient de
8Jj:es of a young Goth, who, acco~g to the sagacious remark of 
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Bowmen, was attached to the Arian heresy. Exasperated by her 
obstinate resistance, he drew his sword, and, with the anger of a 
lover, slightly wounded her neck. The bleeding heroine still 
continued to brave his resentment, and to repel his love, till the 
ravisher desisted froni. his unavailing efforts, respectfully con
ducted her to the sanctuary of the Vatican, and gave six pieces of 
gold to the guards of the church, on condition that they should 
restore her inviolate to the arms of her husband. Such instances 
of courage and generosity were not extremely common. The 
brutal soldiers satisfied their sensual appetites, without consult
ing either the inclination or the duties of their female captives: 
and a nice question of casuistry was seriously agitated, Whether 
those tender victim" who had inflexibly refused their consent to 
the violation which they sustained, had lost, by their misfortune, 
the glorious crown of virginity. 103 There were other losses, in
deed, of a more substantial kind, and more general concern. It 
cannot be presumed that all the barbarians were at all times ca
pable of perpetrating such amorous outrages; and the want of 
youth, or beauty, or chastity, protected the greatest part of the 
Roman women from the danger-of a rape. But avarice is an in
satiate and universal passion; since the enjoyment of almost every 
object that can afford pleasure to the different tastes and tempers 
of mankind may be procured by the possession of wealth. In the 
pillage of Rome, a just preference was given to gold and jewels, 
which contain the greatest value in the smallest compass and 
weight; but after these portable rIches had been removed by the 
more diligent robbers, the palaces of Rome were rudely stripped 
of their splendid and costly furniture. The sideboards of massy 
plate, and the variegated wardrobes of silk and purple, were ir
regularly piled in the wagons, that always followed the march of 
a Gothic army. The most exquisite works of art were roughly 
handled, or wantonly destroyed; many a statue was melted for 
the sake of the precious matenals j and many a vase, in the di
vision of the spoil, was shivered into fragments by the stroke of 
a battle-axe. The acquisition of riches served only to stimulate 
the avarice of the rapacious barbarians, who proceeded by 
threats, by blows, and by tortures, to force from their prisoners 
the confession of hidden treasure. 104 Visible splendor and ex
pense were alleged as the proof of a plentiful fortune; the appear
ance of poverty was imputed to a parsimonious disposition; and 
the obstinacy of some misers, who endured the most cruel tor
ments before ~hey would discover the secret object of their affec
tion, was fatal to many unhappy wretches, who expired under the 
lash, for refusing to reveal their imaginary treasures. The edifices 
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of Rome, though the damage has been much exaggerated, re
ceived some injury from the violence of the Goths. At their en
trance through the Salarian gate, they fired the adjacent houses 
to guide their march, and to distract the attention of the citi
zens; the flames, which encountered no obstacle in the disorder 
of the night, consumed many private and public buildings j and 
the ruins of the palace of Sallust 106 remained, in the age of Jus
tinian, a stately monument of the Gothic conflagration. lOG Yet a 
contemporary historian has observed, that fire could scarcely con
sume the enormous beams of solid brass, and that the strength of 
man was insufficient to subvert the foundations of ancient struc
tures: Some truth may possibly be concealed in his devout a:;ser
tion, that the wrath of Heaven supplied the imperfections of hos
tile rage; and that the proud Forum of Rome, decorated with 
the statues of so many gods and heroes, was levelled in the dust 
by the stroke of lightning. lOT 

Whatever might be the numbers of equestrian or plebeian rank, 
Who perished in the massacre of Rome, it is confidently affirmed 
that only one senator lost his life by the sword of the enemy. lOS 

But it was not easy to compute the multitudes, who, from an hon
orable station and a prosperous fortune, were suddenly reduced to 
the miserable condition of captives and exiles. As the barbari
ans had more occas;on for money than for slaves, they fixed at a 
moderate price the redemption of t~eir indigent prisoners; and the 
ransom was often paid by the benevolence of their friends. or the 
charity of strangers. 109 The captives, who were regularly sold, 
either in open market, or by private contract, would have legally 
regained their native freedom, which it was impossible for a citizen 
to lose, or to alienate. 110 But as it was soon discovered that the 
vindication of their liberty would endanger their lives; and that 
the Goths, unless they were tempted to sell, might be provoked 
\0 murder, their useless prisoners; the civil jurisprudence had 
oeen already qualified by a wise regulation, that they should be 
obliged to serve the moderate term of five years, till they had dis
charged by their labor the price of their redemption. 1I1 The na
~ions who invaded the Roman empire, had driven before them, 
lnto Italy, whole troops of hungry and affrighted provincials, less 
apprehensive of servitude than of famine. The calamities of 
Rome and Italy dispersed the inhabitants to the most lonely, the 
most secure, the most distant places of refuge. While the Gothic 
cav~lry spread terror and desolation along the sea-coast of Cam
pama and Tuscany, the little island of 19i1ium, separated by a 
narrow channel from the Argentarian promonotory, repulsed or 
eluded their hostile attempts; and at so small a distance frOID 
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Rome great numbers of citizens were securely concealed in tho 
thick woods of that sequestered spot. m The ample patrimomes, 
whieb many senatorial families possessed in Africa, invited them, 
if they had time, and prudence, to escape from the ruin of their 
country, to embrace the shelter of that hospitable province. The 
most illustrious of these fugitives was the noble and pious Proba,113 
the widow of the prrefbct Petronills. After the death. of her hus
band, the most powerful subject of Rome, she had remained at 
the head of the Anician family, and successively supplied, from 
her private fortune, the expense of the consulships of her three 
sons. When the city was besieged and taken by the Goths, Proba 
supported, with Christian resignation, the loss of immense nches ; 
embarked in a small vessel, from whence she beheld, at sea, the 
flames of her burning palace, and fled with her daughter Lreta, 
and her granddaughter, the celebrated virgin Demetrias, to the 
coast of Africa. The benevolent profusion with which the matron 
distributed the fruits, or the price, of her estates, contributed to 
alleviate the misfortunes of exile and captivity. But even the 
family of Proba herself wa1 not exem9t from the rapacious op
pression of Count Heraclian, who basely sold, in matrimonial pros
titution, the noblest maidens of Rome to the lust or avarice of the 
Syrian merchants. The Italian fugitives were dispersed through 
the provinces, along the coast of Egypt and Asia, as far as Con
stantinople and Jerusalem j and the village of Bethlem, the soli
tary residence of St. J erom and his female converts, was crowded 
with illustrious beggars of either sex, and every age, who excited 
the public compassion by the remembrance of their past fortune. I1t 

.;rhis.,awful catastrophe of Rome filled the astonished empire with 
grief and terror. So interesting a contrast of greatness and ruin, 
disposed the fond credulity of the people to deplore, and even to 
exaggerate, the afllictions of the queen of cities. The clergy, 
who applied to recent events the lofty metaphors of Oriental proph
ecy, were sometimes tempted to confound the destruction of the 
capital and the dissolution of the globe. 

There exists in human nature a strong propensity to depreciate 
the advanta~es, and to magnify the evils, of the present times. 
Yet, when the first emotions had subsided, and a fair estimate 
was made of the real damage, the more learned and judicious con· 
temporaries were forced to confess, that infant Rome had formerly 
received more essential injury from the Gauls than she had now 
sustained from the Goths in her decHning age. m The experience 
of eleven centuries has enabled posterity to produce a much more 
singular parallel; and to affirm with confidence that the ravages 
of the barbarians, whom Alaric had led from the banks of the 
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Danube, were less destructive tllan the hostilities exercised by the 
troops of Charles the Fifth, a Catholic prince, w~o styled himself 
Emperor of the Romans.llG The Goths evacuated the city at the 
end of six days, but Rome remained above nine months in the 
possession of the Imperialists; and every hour was stained by . 
some atrocious act of cruelty, lust, and rapine. The authority of 
Alaric preserved some order and moderation among the ferocious 
multitude which acknowledged him for their Jeader and king; 
but the constable of Bourbon had gloriously fallen in the attack 
of the walls: and the death- of the gellera~ removed every re
straint of discipline from an army which cunsisted of three inde-
pendent nations, the Italians, the Spaniards, and the Germans. 
In the beginning of the sixteenth century, the manners of Italy 
exhibited a remarkable scene of the depravity of mankind. They 
united the sanguinary crimes that prevail in an unsettled state of 
society, with the polished vices which spring from the abuse of 
art and luxury; and the loose adventurers, who had violated 
every prejudice of patriotIsm and superstition to assault the palace 
of the Roman pontiff, must deserve to be considered as the most 
profligate of the Italians. At the same rora, the Spaniards were 
the terror both of the Old and New World; but their high-spirited 
valor was disgraced by gloomy pride, rapacious avarice, and un
relenting cruelty. Indefatigable in the pursuit of fame and 
riches, they had improved, by repeated practice, the most .exqui
site and effectual methods of torturing their prisoners : many of 
the Castilians, who pillaged Rome, were familiars of the holy in
quisition; and some volunteers, perhaps, were lately returned 
from the conquest of Mexico. The Germans were less corrupt 
than the Italians, less cruel than the Spaniards; and the rustic, 
or even savage, aspect of those Tramontalle warriors, often dis
guised a simple and merciful disposition. But they had imbibed, 
in the first fervor of the reformation, t.he spirit, as well as the prin
ciples, of Luther. It was their favorite amusement to insult, or 
destroy, the consecrated objects of Catholic superstition; they 
indulged, without pity or remorse, a devout hatred against the 
clergy of every denomination and degree, who form so consider
uble a part of the inhabitants of modern Rome; and their fanati(' 
zeal might aspire to subvert the throne of AnticlIrist, to purify, 
with blood and fire, the abominations of the spiritual Babylon.1l7 

The retreat of the victorious Goth~ who evacuated Rome on the 
sixth day,118 might be the result of prudence; but it was not 
surely the effect of fear.llU At the head of an army encumbered 
with rich and weighty spoils, their intrepid leader advanced along 
the Appian way into the soutl}(~rn provinces of Italy, destroying 
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whatever dared to oppose his passage, and contenting himself with 
the plunder of the unresisting country. The fate of Capua, the 
proud and luxurious metropolis of Campania, and which was re
spected, even in its decay, as the eighth city of the empire,12O is 
buried in oblivion; whilst the adjacent town of Nola,121 has been 
illustrated on this occasion by the sanctity of Paulinns,12:1 who 
was successively a consul, a monk, and a bishop. At the age of 
forty he renounced the enjoyment of wealth and honor, of society 
and literature, to embrace a life of solitude and penance j and 
the loud applause. of the clergy encouraged him to despise the 
reproanhes oJ his worldly friends, who ascribed this desperate act 
to some disorder of the mind or body.123 An early and passionate 
attachment determined him to fix his humble dwelling in one of 
the 8uburbs of Nola, near the miraculous tomb of St. Frelix, 
which the public devotion had already surrounded with five large 
and populous churches. The remains of his fortune and of his 
understanding, were dedicated to the service of the glorious mar
tyr; whose praise, on the day of his festival, Paulinus never failed 
to celebrate by a solemn hymn; and in whose name he erected a 
sixth church, of superior elegance and beauty, which was dec
orated with many curious pictures, from the history of the Old 
and New Testament. Such assiduous zeal secured the favor of 
the saint, l~. or at least of the people; and, after fifteen years' 
retirement, the Roman consul was compelled to accept the bishop·· 
ric of Nola, a few months before the city was jnvested by the 
Goths. During the siege, some religious persons were satisfied 
that they had seen, either jn dreams or visions, the divine form of 
their tutelar patron ; yet it soon appeared by the event, that Felix 
wanted power, or inclination, to preserve the flock of which he 
had formerly been the shepherd. Nola was not saved from tho 
general devastation ; m and the captive 15ishop was protected only 
by the general opinion of his innocence and poverty. Above four 
years elapsed from the successful invasion of Italy by the arms of 
Alaric, to the voluntary retreat of the Goths under the conduct of 
his successor Adolphus; and, during the whole time, they reigned 
without control over a country, which, in the opinion of the an· 
cients, had united all the various excellences of nature and art: 
The prosperity, indeed, which Italy had attained in the auspicious 
age of the Antonines, had gradually declined with the decline of 
the empire. The fr~its of a~ long peace perished under the rude 
grasp of the barbarIans; and they themselves were incapable of 
tasting the more elegant refinements of luxury, which had been 
prepared for the use of the soft and polished Italians. Each sol· 
dier, however, claimed an ample portion of the substantial plenty, 
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the corn and cattle, oil and wine, that was daily collected and con
sumed in the Gothic camp; and the principal warriors insulted 
the villas and gardens, once inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero, 
along the beauteous coast of Campania. Their trembling cap
tives, the sons and daughters of Roman senators, vr.esented, ln 

goblets of gold and gems, large draughts of Falernian wine to the 
haughty victors; who stretched their huge limbs under the shade 
of plane-trees,126 artificially disposed to exclude the scorching 
rays, and to admit the genial warmth of the sun. These delights 
were enhanced by the memory of past hardships: the comparison 
of their native soil, the bleak and barren hills of Scythia, and the 
frozen banks of the Elbe and Danube, added new charms to the 
felicity of the Italian climate. 127 

Whether fame, or conquest, or riches, were the objectrof Alaric, 
he pursued that object with an indefatigable ardor, which could 
neither be quelled by adversity nor satiated by success. No 
sooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy, than he was at
tracted by the neighboring prospect of a fertile and peaceful 
island. Yet even the possession of Sicily he considered only as 
an intermediate step to the important expedition, which he al
ready meditated against the continent of Africa. The Straits of 
Rhegium and :Messina 128 are twelve miles in length, and, in the 
narrowest passage, about one mile and a half broad; and the fab
ulous monsters of the deep, the rocks of Scylla, and the whirl
petol of Charybdis, could terrify none but the most timid and un
skilful mariners. Yet as soon as the first division of the Goths 
had embarked, a sudden tempest arose, which sunk, or scattered, 
many of the transports; their courage was daunted by the terrors 
of a new clement; and the 'Yhole design was defeated by the 
premature death of Alaric, which fixed, after a short illness, the 
fatal term of his conquests. The ferocious character of the. bar
barians was displayed in the funeral of a hero, whose valor and 
fortune they celebrated with mournful applause. By the labor 
of a captive multitude, they forcibly diverted the course of the 
Busentinus, a small l'i~r that washes the ,,,aHs of Consentia. 
The royal sepulchre, adorned with the splendid spoils and tro
phies of Rome, was constructed in the vacant bed; the waters 
were then restored to their natural channel; and the secret spot 
whel'e the remains of Alaric had been deposited, was forever con
cealed by the inhuman massacre of the prisoners, who had been 
employed to execute the work. 1211 

1'he personal animosities and hereditary feuds of the barbarians 
were suspended by the strong necessity of their affairs; and the 
brave Adolphus, the brother-in-law of the deceased monarch, was 
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unanimously elected to succeed to his throne. The character and 
political system of the new king of the Goths may be best under
stood from his own conversation with an illustrious citizen uf 
Narbonne; who afterwards, in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
related it to St. J erom, i~ the presence of the historian Orosius. 
" In the full confidence of valor and victory, I once aspired (said 
Adolphus) to change the face of the universe; to obliterate the 
name of Rome; to erect on its ruins.the dominion of the Goths; 
and to acquire, like Augustus, the immortal fame of the founder 
of a new empire. By repeated experiments, I was gradually con, 
vineed, that laws are essentially necessary to maintain and regu~ 
late a well-constituted state; and that the fierce, untractable hu~ 
mor of the Goths was incapable of bearing the salutary yoke of 
laws and ~ivil government. From that moment I proposcd to my
self a different object of glory and ambition; and it is now my 
sincere wish that the gratitude of future ages should acknowledge 
the merit of a stranger, who employed the sword of the Goths, not 
to subvert, but to restore and maintai.n, the prosperity of the Ro
man empire. '1130 With these pacific views, the successor of Alaric 
suspended the operations of war; and seriously negotiated with 
the Imperial court a treaty of friendship and alliance. It was the 
interest of the ministers of Honorius, who were now released 
from the obligation of their. extravagant oath, to deliver· Italy 
from the intolerable wefght or·-the Gothic powers; and they read
ily accepted their service against the tyrants and barbarians who 
infested the provinces beyond the Alps. m. Adolphus, assuming 
the' character of a Roman general, directed his march from the 
extremity of Campania to the southern provinces of Gaul. His 
troops, either by force or agreeIl1ent, immediately occupied the 
cities' of Narbonne, Thoulouse, and Bordeaux; and though they 
were repulsed by Count Boniface from the walls of :l\Iarseilles! 
they soon extended their quarters from the :Mediterranean to the 
Ocean. The oppressed provincials might exclaim, that the miser
able remnant, which the enemy had spared, was cruelly ravished 
by their pretended allies; yet some specious colors were not 
wanting to palliate, or justify, the violence of the Goths. The 
cities of Gaul, which they attacked, might perhaps be considered 
as in a state of rebellion against the government of Honorius: the 
articles of the treaty, or the secret instructions of the court, might 
sometimes be alleged in favor of the seeming usurpations of 
AdoJ phus; and the guilt of any irregular, unsuccessful act of hos
tility might always be imputed, with an appearance of truth, to 
the ungovernable spirit of a barbarian host, impatient of peace 
or discipline. 'rllc luxury of Italy had been less effectual to 
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soften the temper, than to relax the courage, of the Goths; and 
they had imbibed the vices, without imitating the m'ts and insti
tutions, of civilized society.132 

The professions of Adolphus were probably sincere, and his at
tachment to the cause of the republic was secured by the ascend
ant which a Roman princess had acquired over the heart and 
understanding of a barbarian king. Placidia,133 the daughter of 
the great Tbcodosius, und of Galla, his second wife, had received 
a royal education in the palace of Constantinople; but the event
ful story of her life is connected with the revolutions which agi
tated the Western empire under the reign of her brother Hone>
rius. When Rome was first invested by the arms of Alaric, PlaA 

ddia, who was then about twenty years of age, resided in the 
dty; and her ready consent to the death of her cousin Serena has 
Il. cruel and ungrateful appearance, which, according to the cir
cumstances of the action, may be aggravated, or excused, by the 
consideration of her tender age. l34 The victorious barbarians de
tained, either as a hostage or a captive,136 the sister of IIonorius ; 
but, while she was exposed to the disgrace of following round 
Italy the motions of a Gothic camp, she experienced, however, 8 

dccent and respectful treatment. The authority of Jornandes, 
who praises the beauty of Placidia, may perhaps be counterbal4 

Ilnced by the silence. the expressive silence, of her flatterers; yet 
the splendor of her birth, the bloom of youth, the elegance of 
manners, and the dexterous insinuation which she condescended 
to employ. made a deep impression on the mind of Adolphus; 
and the Gothic king aspired to call himself the brother of the em· 
peror. The ministers of Honorius rejected with disdain the pro
posal of an alliance so injurious to every sentiment of Roman pride; 
und repeatedly urged the restitution of Placidia, as an indispensa
ble condition of the treaty of peace. But the daughter of Theo
dosius submitted, without reluctance, to the desires of the con
queror, a young and valiant prince, who yielded to Alaric in lofti· 
D('SS of stature, but who excelled in the more attractive qualities 
of grace and beauty. The marriage of Adolphus and Placidia 136 

\Vas consummated before the Goths retired from Italy; and the 
solemn, perhaps the anniversary, day of their nuptials was after
w~rds celebrated in the house of Ingenuus, one of the most illus
tnous citizens of Narbonne in Gaul. 'fhe bride, attired and adorned 
like a Roma~mpress, was placed on a throne of state; and the king 
of the Goths, who assumed, on this occasion, the Roman habit, con
t~nted himself with a less honorable seat by her side. The nup
hal gift, which, according to the custom of his nation,137 was 
offered to Placidia, consisted of the rare and magnificent spoils 
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of her country. Fifty beautiful youths, in silken robes, carried 
a. basin in each hand; and one of these basins was filled with 
pieces of gold, the other with precious stones of an inestimable 
value. Attalus, so long the sport of fortune, and of the Goths, 
was appointed to lead the chorus of the hymeneal song; and the 
uegraded emperor might aspire to the praise of a skilful musician. 
The barbarians enjoyed the insolence of their triumph; and the 
provincials rejoiced in this alliance, which tempered, by the mild 
influence of love and reason, the fierce spirit of their Gothic 
lord. 139 

The hundred basins of gold and gems, presented to Placidia at 
her nuptial feast, formed an inconsiderable portion of the Gothic 
treasures; of which some extraordinary specimens may be selected 
from the history of the successors of Adolphus. Many curious 
and costly ornaments of pure gold, enriched with jewels, were 
found in their palace of Narbonne, when it was pillaged, in the 
sixth century, by the Franks: sixty cups, or chalices; fifteen 
patens, or plates, for the use of the communion; twenty boxes, 
or cases, to hold the books of the Gospels: this consecrated 
wealth m was distributed by the son of Clovis among the churchei 
of his domlnions, and his pio'.ls liberality seems to upbraid som~ 
former sacrilege of the Goths. They possessed, with more se· 
curity of conscience, the famous mi:5sorium, or great dish for the 
service of the table, of massy gold, of the weight of five hun"dred 
pounds, and of far superior value, from the precious stones, the 
exquisite workmanship, and the tradition, that it had been pre
sented by ~tius, the patrician, to Torismond, king of the Goths. 
One of the succeSSOl'S of Torismond purchased the aid of the 
French monarch by the promise of this magnificent gift. When 
he was seated on the throne of Spain, he delivered it with reluc· 
tance to the ambassadors of Dagobert; despoiled them on the 
:road; stipulated, after a long negotiation, the inadequate ransom 
of two hundred thousand pieces of gold; and preserved the mis
sorium, as the pride of the Gothic treasury ,140 When that treas
ury, after the conquest of Spain, was plundered by the Arabs, 
they admired, and they have celebrated, another object still more 
remarkable; a table of considerable size, of one single piece of 
solid emerald,141 encircled with three rows of fine pearls, sup
ported by three hundred and sixty-five feet of gems and massy 
gold, and estimated at the price of five hundred thousand pieces 
of gold. in Some portion of the Gothic treasures might be the 
gift of friendship, or the tribute of obedience j but the far greater 
part had been the fruits of war and rapine, the spoils of the 
empire, and perhaps of Rome. 
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After the deliverance of Italy from the oppression of the Goths, 
some secret counsellor was permitted, amidst the factions of the 
palace, to heal the wounds of that afflicted country. H3 By a wise 
and humane regulation, the eight provinces which had been the 
most deeply injured, Campania, Tuscany, Picenum, Samllium, 
Apulia, Calabria, Bruttium, and Lucania, obtained an indulgence 
of five years: the ordinary tribute was reduced to one fifth, and 
eveIl that fifth was destined to restore and support the useful in
stitution of the public posts. By another law, the lands, which 
had been left without inhabitants or cultivation, were granted, 
with some diminution of taxes, to the neighbors who should oc
cupy, or the strangers who should solicit them; and the new pos
sessors were secured against the future claims of the fugitive pro
prietors. About the same time a general amnesty was published, 
in the name of Honorius, to abolish the guilt and memory of aU 
the involuntary offences which had been committed by his un
happy subjects, during the term of the public disorder and calam
ity. A decent and respectful attention was paid to the restora
tion of the capital; the citizens were encouraged to rebuild the 
edifices which had been destroyed or damaged by hostile fire; and 
extraordinary supplies of corn were imported from the coast of 
Africa. The crowds that so lately fled before the sword of the 
barbarians, were soon recalled by the hopes of plenty and pleasure; 
and Albinus, prrefect of Rome, informed the court, with some 
anxiety and surprise, that, in a single day, he had taken an ac
count of the arrival of fourteen thousand strangers. IH In less 
than seven years, the vestiges of the Gothic invasion were almost 
obliterated; and the city appeared to resume 'its former splendor 
and tranquillity. The venerable matron replaced her crown of 
laurel, which had been ruffled by the storms of war; and was 
still amused, in the last moment of her decay, with the prophe
cies of revenge, of victory, and of eternal dominion. W 

This apparent tranquillity was soon disturbed by the approach 
of a hostile armament from the country which afforded the daily 
SUbsistence of the Roman people. Heraclian, count 'of Africa, 
who, under the most difficult and distressful circumstances, had 
supported, with active loyalty, the cause of Honorius, was tempt
ed, in the year of his consulship, to assume the character of a 
rebel, and the title of emperor. The ports of Africa were imme
diately filled with the nayal forces, at the head of which he pre
pared to invade Italy: and his fleet, when it cast anchor at the 
mouth of the Tyber, indeed surpassed the fleets of Xerxes and 
Alexander, if aU the vessels, including the royal galley, and the 
I!mallest boat, did actually amount to the incredible number of 
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three thousand two hundred.H6 Yet, with such an armament,. 
which might have subverted, or restored, the greatest empires of 
the earth, the African usurper made a very faint and feeble im
pression on the provinces of his rival. As he marched from the 
pod,' along the road which leads to the gates of Rome, he was 
encountered, terrified, and routed by one of the Imperial cap
tains ~ and the lord of this mighty host, deserting his fortune and 
his friends, ignominiously fled with a single ship. 141 When Her
acHan landed in the harbor of Carthage, he found that the whole 
province, disdaining such an unworthy ruler, had returned to 
their allegiance. The rebel was beheaded in the ancient temple 
of Memory; his consull'lhip was abolished; 148 and the remains of 
his private fortune, not exceeding the moderate sum of four 
thousand pounds of gold, were granted to the brave Constantius, 
who had already defended the throne, which he afterwards shared 
with his feeble sovereign. Honorius viewed, with supine indif
ference, the calamities of Rome and Italy; 149 but the rebellIous 
attempt"! of Attalus and Heraelian, against his personal safety, 
awakened, for a moment, the torpid instinct of his nature. He 
was probably ignorant of the causes and events which preserved 
him from these impending dangers; and as Italy was no longer 
invaded by any foreign or domestic enemies, he peaceably existed 
in the palace of Rayenna, while the tyrants beyond the Alps were 
repeatedly vanquished in the name, and by the lieutenants, of the 
son of Theodosius. ISO In the course of a busy and interesting nar
rative, I might possibly forget to mention the death of such a 
prince: and I shall therefore take the precaution of observing, in 
this place, that he survived the last siege of Rome about thirteen 
years. 

The usurpation of Constantine, who received the purple from 
the legions of Britain, had been successful, and seemed to be 
secure. His title was acknowledged, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules; and, in the midst of the public dis
order, he shared the dominion, and the plunder, of Gaul and 
Spain, with the tribes of barbarians, whose destructive progress 
was no longer checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees. Stained with 
the blood of the kinsmen of Honorius, he extorted from the court 
of Ravenna, with which he secretly corresponded, the ratification 
of his ft3bellious claims. Constantine engagen himself, by a sol
emn promise, to deliver Italy from the Goths; advanced as far 
as the banks of the Po ; and after alarming rather than assisting 
his pusillanimous ally, hastily returned to the palace of ArIes, 
to celebrate, with intemperate luxury, his vain and ostentatious 
triumph. But this transient prosperity was soon interrupted and 

http:hundred.H6


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 407 

destf()yed by the revolt of Count Gerontius, the bravest of his 
generals; who, during the absence of his son Constans, a prince 
already invested with the Imperial purple, l)ad been left to com
mand in the provinces of Spain. From some reason, of which we 
are ignorant, Gerontius, instead of assuming the diadem, placed 
it on the head of his friend :Maximus. who fixed his residence at 
Tarragona, while the active count pressed forwards, through the 
Pyrenees, to surprise the two emperors, Constantine and Con
stans, before they could prepare for their defence. The son was 
made prisoner, at Vienna, and immediately put to death; and the 
unfortunate youth had scarcely leisure to deplore the elevation of 
his family; which had .tempted, or compelled him, sacrilegiously 
to desert the peaceful obscurity of the monastic life. The father 
maintained a siege within the walls of ArIes; but those walls 
must have yielded to the ~ssailants, had not the city been uneX'
pectedly relieved by he approach of an Italian army. The name 
of Honorius, the proclamation of a lawful emperor, astonished the 
contending parties of the rebels. Gerontius, abandonc;d by his 
own troops, escaped to the confines of Spain; and rescued his 
name from obliviQn by the Roman courage which appeared to 
animate the last moments of his life. In the middle of the night, 
a great body of his perfidious soldiers surrounded and attacked his 
house, which be had strongly. barricaded. His wife, a valiant 
friend of the nation of the Alani, and some faithful slaves, were 
still attached to his person; and he used,' with so much skill and 
resolution, a large magazine of dm'ts and arrows, that above three 
hundred of the assailants lost their lives in the attempt. His 
slaves, wlien all the mIssile weapons were 'spent, fled at the dawn 
of day; and Gerontius, if he had not bcen restrained by conjugal 
tenderness, might have imitated their example"'!" till the soldiers, 
provoked by such obstinate resistance, applied fire on all sides to 
the house. In this fatal extremity, he complied with the request 
of his ba rbarian friend, and cut off his head. The wife of Ge
rontius, who conjured him not to abandon her to a life of misery 
and disgrace, eagerly presented her neck to his sword; and the 
tragic scene was terminated by the death of the count himself, 
who, after three ineffectual strokes, drew a short dagger, and 
sheathcd it in his heart. 151 The unprotected Maximus, whom he 

,had investpd with the purple, was indebted for his life to th~ 
contempt that was entertained of his power and abilities. The 
caprice of the barbarians who ravaged Spain, once more seated 
this Imperial phantom on the throne: but they soon resigned him 
to the justice of Honorius; and the tyrant 1\Iaximus, after he. had 
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been shown to the people of Ravenna and Rome, was publicly ex· 
ecuted~ 

The general (Constantius was his name) who _raised by his a~ 
proach the siege of ArIes, and dissipated the troops of Gerontius, 
was born a Roman; and this remarkahle distinction is strongly 
expressive of the decay of military spirit among the suhjects of 
the empire. The strength and. majesty which were conspicuous 
in the person of that general,152 marked him, in the popular opin
ion, as a candidate worthy of the throne, which he afterwards 
ascended. In the familiar intercourse of private life, his manners 
were cheerful and engaging j nor would he sometimes disdain, in 
the license of convivial mirth, to vie with the pantomimes them
selves, in the exercises of their ridiculous profession. But when 
the trumpet summoned him to arms j when he mounted his horse, 
and, bending down (for such was his singular practice) almost upon 
the neck, fiercely rolled his large animated eyes round the field, 
Constantius then struck terror into his foes, and inspired his soldiers 
with the assurance of victory. He had received from the court of 
Ravenna the important commission of extirpating rebellion in the 
provinces of the West; and the pretended emperor Constantine, 
after enjoying a short and anxious respite, was again besieged in 
his capital by the arms of a more formidable enemy. Yet this in
terval allowed time for a successful negotiation with the Franks 
and Alemanni j and his ambassador, Edobic, soon returned at tho 
head of an army, to disturb the operations of the siege of ArIes. 
The Roman general, instead of expecting the attack in his lines, 
boldly, and perhaps wisely, resolved to p'ass the Rhone, and to 
meet the barbarians. His measures were conducted with so much 
skill und secrecy, that, wIlHe they engaged the infantry of Con
stantius in the front, they were suddenly attacked, surrounded, 
and destroyed, by the cavalry of his lieutenant Ulphilas, who had 
silently gained ~n advantageous post in their rear. The remains of 
the army of Edobic were preserved by flight or submission, and 
their leader escaped from the field of battle to the house of a faith
less friend; who too clearly understood that the head of his ob
noxious guest would be an acceptable and lucrative present for 
the Imperial general. On this occasion, Constantius behaved 
with the magnanimity of a genuine Homan. Subduing, or sup
pressing, every sentiment of jealousy, he publicly acknowledged 
the merit and services of Ulphilas; but he turned with horror 
from the assassin of Edobic j and sternly intimated his com
mands, that the camp should no longer be polluted by the pres
ence of an ungrateful wretch, who had violated the laws of friend.. 
ship and hospitality. The usurper, who beheld, from the walls 
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of Arles, the ruin of his last hopes, was tempted to place some 
confidence in so generous a conqueror. He required a solemnr 
promise for his security; and after receiving, by the imposition 
of hands, the sacred character of a Christian presbyter, he ven
tured to open the gates of the city. But he soon experienced that 
the principles of honor and integrity, which might regulate the 
ordinary conduct of Constantius, were superseded by the loose 
doctrines of political morality. The Roman general, indeed, re
fused to sully his laurels with the blood of Constantine; but the 
abdicated emperor, and his son Julian, were sent under a strong 
guard into Italy; and before they-reached the palace of Ravenna, 
they met the ministers of death. 

At a time when it was universally confessed, that almost every 
man in the empire was superior in personal merit to the princes 
whom the accident of their birth had seated on the throne, a rapid 
succession of usurpers, regardless of the fate of their predecessors, 
still continued to arise. This mischief was peculiarly felt in the 
provinces of Spain and Gaul, where the }>rinciples of order and 
obedience had been extinguished by war and rebellion. Before 
Constantine resigned thc purple, and in the fourth month of the 
siege of Arles, intelligence was received in the Imperial camp, 
that Jovinus had assumed the diadem at Mentz, in the Upper Ger
many, at the instigp,tion of Goar, king of the Alani, and of Gun
tiarius, king of the Burgundians; and that the candidate, on 
whom they had bestowed the empire, advanced with a formidable 
host of barbarians, from the banks of the Rhine to those of the 
Rhone. Every circumstance is dark and e~traordinary in the short 
history of the reign of Jovinus. It was natural to expect, that 8 

brave and skilful general, at the head of a victorious army, would 
have asserted, in a field of battle, the justice of the cause of Hono
rius. The hasty retreat of Constantins might be justified hy 
weighty reasons; but he resigned, without a struggle, the posseH.ion 
of Gaul; and Dardanus, the Prrotorian prrefect, is recorded as the 
only magistrate who refused to yield obedience to the usurper. 1b3 

When the Goths, two years after the siege of Rome, established 
t~eir quarters in Gaul, it was natural to suppose that their inclina
tIOns could be divided only between the emperor Honorius, with 
Whom they had fonned a recent alliance, and the degraded 
AttaIns, whom they reserved in their camp for the occasional pur
pose of acting the part of a musician or a monarch. Yet in a mo
ment of disgust (for which it is not easy to aSiign a cause, or a 
~ate), Adolphus connected himself with the usurper of Gaul; and 
Imposed on Attalus the ignominious task of negotiating the treaty 
which ratified his own disgrace. We are again surprised to read, 
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that, instead of considering the Gothic alliance as the firmest sup. 
port of his throne, Jovinus upbraided, in dark and ambiguoU!~ 
language, the officious importunity of Attalus ; that, scorning the 
advice of his great ally, he invested with the purple his brothel 
Sebastian; and that he most imprudently accepted the service ot 
Sarus, when that gallant chief, the soldier of Honorins, was pro, 
voked to desert the court of a prince, who knew not how to lbo 

ward or punish. Adolphus, educated among a race of warriors., 
who esteemed the duty of revenge as the most precious and sacred 
portion of their inheritance, advanced with a body of ten thou, 
sand Goths to encounter the -hereditary enemy of the house of 
Ba.lti. He attitcked Sarus at an unguarded moment, when h" 
was accompanied only by eighteen or twenty of his valiant fol· 
lowers. United by friendship, animated by despair! but a~ 
length oppressed by multitudes, this band of -heroes deserved thl4 
esteem, without exciting the compassion, of their enemies; anet 
the lion was no sooner taken in the toils,l04 than he was instantly 
despatched. The death of Sarus dissolved the loose alliance. 
which Adolphus still maintained with the usurpers of Gaul. Hv 
again listened to the dictates of love and prudence; and soon sat
isfied the brother of Placidia, by the assurance that he would im. 
mediately transmit to the palace of Ravenna the heads of the tW(I, 
tyrants, Jovinus and Sebastian. The king of the Goths execute<.( 
his premise without difficulty or. delay; the helpless brothers. 
unsupported by any personal ment, were abandoned by their bal'. 
barian auxiliaries; and the short opposition of Valentia was ex 
piated by the ruin of one of the noblest cities of Gaul. The em
peror, chosen by the Roman senate, who had been promoted; de 
graded, insulted, restored, again degraded, and again insulted, 
was finally abandoned to his fute; but when the Gothic king 
withdrew his protection, he was restrained, by pity or contempt,' 
from offering any violence to the person of Attalus. The unfor
tunate Attalus, who was left without subjects or allies, embarked 
in one of the ports of Spain, in search of some secure and solitary 
retreat: hut he was intercepted at sea, conducted to the presenco 
of Honorius, led in triumph through the streets of Rome or Ra
venna, and publicly exposed. to the gazing multitude, on the 
second step of the throne of his invincible conqueror. The same 
measme of punishment, with which, in the days of his prosperity, 
he was accused of menacing his rival, was inflicted on Attalus 
himself; he was condemned, after the amputation of two fingers, 
to a perpetual exile in the Isle of Lipari, where he was supplied 
with the decent necessaries of life. The remainder of the reign of 
Honorius was undisturbe~ by rebellion; and it may be observed, 
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that, in the space of five years, seven usurpers had yielded to the 
fortune of a prince, who was himself incapable either of counsel 
or of action. 

The situation of Spain, separated, on all sides, from the enemits 
of Rome, by the sea, by the mountains, and by intermediate IHov
inees, had secured the long tranquillity of that remote and se
questered country; and we may observe, as a sure symptom of 
domestic happiness, that, in a period of four hundred years, 
'Spain furnished very few materials to the history of the Roman 
.mpire. The footsteps of the barbarians, who, in the reign of 
Gallienus, had penetrated beyond the Pyrenees, were soon obliter
ated by the return of peace; and in the fourth century of the 
Christian rera, the cities of Emerita, or Merida, of Corduba, Se
ville, Bracara, and Tarragona, were numbered with the most illus
trious. of the Roman world. The various plenty of the animal, 
the vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms, was improved and man
ufactured by the skill of an industrious people; and the peculiar 
advantages of naval stores contributed to support an extensive 
and profitable trade. 105 The arts and sciences flourished under 
the protection of the emperors j and if the character of the Span
iards was enfeebled by peace and servitude, the hostile approach 
of the Germans, who had spread terror and desolation from the 
Rhine to the Pyrenees, seemed to rekindle some sparks of military 
ardor. As long as the defence of the mountains was intrusted to 
the hardy and faithful militia of the country, they successfully 1'«;:

pelled the frequent attempts of the barbarians. But no sooner 
had the national troops been compelled to resign their post to the 
Honorian bands, in the service of Constantine, than the gates of 
Spain were treacherously betrayed to the public enemy, about ten 
months before the sack of Rome by the Goths. l~G The conscious
ness of guilt, and the thirst of mpine, prompted the mercenary 
guards of the Pyrenees to desert their statiun ; to invite the arms 
of the Suevi, the Vandals, and the Alani ; and to swell the torrent 
which was poured with irresistible violence from the frontiers of 
Gaul to the sea of Africa. The misfortunes of Srain may be de
scribed in the language of its most eloquent historian, who has 
concisely expressed the passionate; and perhaps exaggerated, dec
lamations of contemporary writers. 151 "The irruption of these 
nations was followed by the most dreadful calamities; as the
barbarians exercised their indiscriminate cruelty on the fortunes 
of the Romans and the Spaniards, and ravaged with equal fury 
the cities and the open country. The progress of famine reduced 
the miserable inhabitants to feed on the flesh of their fellow-creat
ures; and even the wild beasts, who multiplied without c~mtroj, 
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in the desert, were exasperated, by the taste of blood, "and the im" 
patience of hunger, boldly to attack and devour their human 
prey. Pestilence soon appeared, the inseparable companion of 
famine; a large proportion of the people was swept away; and 
the groans of the dying excited only the envy of their surviving 
friends. At length the barbarians, satiated with carnage and 
rapine, and afflicted by the contagious evils which they them~ 
selves had introduced, fixed their permanent seats in the depopu
lated country. The ancient Gallicia, whose limits included the 
kingdom of Old Castille, was divided between the Suevi. and the 
Vandals; the Alani were scattered over the provinces of Car
thagena and Lusitania, from the ~feditcrranean to the Atlantic 
Ocean; and the fruitful territory of Bootica was allotted to the 
Silingi, another branch of the Vandalic nation. After regulating 
tt.is partition, the conquerors contracted with their new subjects 
some reciprocal engagements of protection and obedience: the 
lands were again cultivated; and the towns and villages were 
again occupied by a captive people. The greatest part of the 
Spaniards was even disposed to prefer this new condition of pov
erty and barbarism, to the severe oppressions of the Roman gov
ernment; yet there were m[l,ny who still asserted their native free
dom; and who refused, more especially in the mountains of GaI
lieia, to submit to the barbarian yoke. ,ms 

The important present of the heads of Jovinus and Sebastian 
had approved the friendship of Adolphus, and restored Gaul to 
the obedience of his brother Honorius. Peace was incompatible 
with the situation and temper of the king of the Goths. He 
readily accepted the proposal of turning his victorious arms 
against the barbarians of Spain; the troops of Constantius inter
cepted his communication with the seaports of Gaul, and gently 
pressed his march towards thd Pyrenees: m he passed the moun
tains, .and surprised, in the name of the emperor, the city of Bar
celona. The fondness of Adolphus for his Roman bride, was not 
abated by time or possession; and the birth of a son, surnamed, 
from his illustrious grandsire, Theodosius, appeared to fix him for
ever in the jnterest of the republic. The loss of thnt infant, 
whose remailts were deposited in a silver coffin in one of the 
churches near Barcelona, affiicted his parents; but the grief of 
the Gothic king was suspended by the labors of the field; and 
the course of his victories was soon -interrupted by domestio 
treason. He had imprudently received into his service one of thE! 
followers of Sarus; a barbarian of a daring spirit, but of a dI
minutive stature; whose secret desire of revenging the death of 
hill Dc!oved patron was conti~lUally irritated by the sarcasms of bis 
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insolent master. Adolphus was assassinated in the palace of Bar
celona; the laws of the succession were violated by a tumultuous 
faction; 160 and a stranger to the royal race, Singeric, the brother 
~f Sarus himself, was seated on the Gothic throne., The first act 
of his reign was the inhuman murder of the &ix children of Adol
phus, the issue of a former marriage, whom he tore, without pity, 
from the feeble arms of a venerable bishop.161 The uufortunate 
Placidia, inste-!ld of the respectful compassion which she might 
have excited iQ the most savage breasts, was treated with cruel· 
and wanton insult. The daughter of the emperor Theodosius, 
confounded among a crowd of vulgar captives, was compelled t4 
march on foot above twelve miles, before thn horse of a barbarian, 
the assassin of a husband whom Placidia loved and lamented.lF~ 

But Placidia soon obtained the pleasure of revenge; and the 
view of her ignominious sufferings might rouse an indignant peo
ple against the tyrant, who was assassinated on the seventh day of 
his usurpation. After the death of Singeric, the free choice of the 
nation bestowed the Gothic sceptre on Wallia; whose warlike 
and ambitious temper appeared, in the beginning of his reign, ex
tremely hostile to the republic. He marched in arms from Bar
celona to the shores of the Atlantic Ocean, whirh the ancients re
vered and dreaded as the boundary of the world. But when he 
reached the southern promontory of Spain,163 and, from the rock 
now covered by the fortress of Gibraltar, contemplated the neigh
boring and fertile coast of Africa, tV ullia resumed the designs of 
conquest, which had been interrupted by the death of Alaric. 
The winds and waves again disappointed the enterprise of the 
Goths; and the minds of a superstitious people were deeply 
affected by the repeated disasters of storms and shipwrecks. In 
this disposition, the successor of Adolphus no longer refused to 
listen to a Roman ambassador, whose proposals were enforced by 
the real, or supposed, approach of a numerous army, under the 
conduct of the brave Constantius. A solemn treaty was stipulated 
and observed; Placidia was honorably restored to her brother; 
six hundred thousand measures of wheat were delivered to the 
hungry Goths; 164 and Wallia engaged to draw his sword in the 
service of the empire. A bloody war was instantly excited among 
the barbarians of Spain j and the contending princes are said to 
have addressed t.heir letters, their ambassadors, nnd their hostages, 
to the throne of the Western emperor, exhorting him to remain a 
tranquil spectator of their contest; the events of which must be 
favorable to the Romans, by the mutual slaughter of their com
mon enernies. lG6 The Spanish war was obstinately supported, dur~ 
ing three campaigns, with desperate valor and various success; 
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and the martial achievements of Wallia <1iffused through t1le em
pire the superior renown of the Gothic hero. He exterminated the 
!)ilingi, who had irretrievably ruined the elegant plenty of the 
pro,'ince of Bretica. He slew, in battle, the king of the Alani.; 
ana. the remains of those Scythian wanderers, who escaped from 
the field, instcad of choosing a new leader, humbly sought Do ref
uge under the standard of the Vandals, with whom thcy were ever 
afterwards confounded. The Vandals themselves, and the Suevi, 
yielded to the efforts of the invincible Goths. The promiscuous 
multitude of barbarians, whose retreat had been intercepted, were 
driven into the mountains of Gullicia; where they still continued, 
in a narrow compass and on Do barren soil, to exercise their do
mestic and implacable hostilities. In the pride of victory, Wallia 
was faithful to his engagements: he restored his Spanish con
quests to the obedience of Honorius; and the tyranny of the Im
perial officers soon reduced an oppressed people to regret the time 
of their barbarian servitude. While the event of the war was still 
doubtful, the first advantages obtained bY'the arms of Wallia had 
encouraged the ('ourt of Ravenna to decree the honors of a tri
umph to their feeble sovereign. He entered Rome like the an
cient conquerors of nations; and_~the monuments of servile cor· 
ruption had not long since- m~~ith the fate which they de
served, we should probably find that a crowd of poets and ora
tors, of magistrates and bishops, applauded the fortune, the wis
dom, and the invincible courage, of the emperor Houorius. IOG 

Such a triumph might have been justly claimed by the ally of 
Rome, if Wallia , before he repassed the Pyrenees, had extirpated 
the seeds of the Spanish war. His victorious Goths, f"rty-three 
years after they had passed the Danl.lbe, were established, accord
ing to the faith of treaties, in the possession of the second Aqui
tain; a maritime province, between the Garonne and the Loire, 
under the civil and ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Bourdeaux. That 
metropolis, advantageously situated for the trade of the ocean, 
was huilt in a regular and elegant form; and its numeruus inhab
itants were distinguished among the Gauls by their wealth, their 
learning, and the politeness of their manners. The adjacent 
province, which has been fondly compared to the garden of Eden, 
18 blessed with a fruitful soil, and a temperate clim:\te; the face 
of the country displayed the arts and the reward!; of industry; 
and the Goths, after their martial toils, luxuriously exhausted the 
rich vineyards of Aquitain. Ift~ The Gothic limits were enlarged 
by the additional gift of some neighboring dioceses; and the 
successors of Alaric fixed their royal residence at Thoulouse, whicb 
included five populous quarters, or _cities, within the spacious 
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~jrcuit of its walls. About the same time, in the last years of 
the reign of Honorius, the GOTHS, the BURGUNDIANS, and the 
FRANKS, obtained a permanent seat and dominion in the prov
inces Of Gaul. The liberal grant of the usurper Jovinus to his 
BurhTllndian allies, was confirmed by the lawfuf emperor; the. 
lands of the First, or Upper, Germany? were ceded to those for
midable barbarians; and they gradually occupied, either by con
quest or treaty, the two provinces, which still retain, with the 
titles of Duchy and of County, the national appellation of Bur
gundy.168 The Franks, the valiant and faithful allies of the Ro. 
man republic, were soon tempted to imitate the invaders, whom 
they had so bravely resisted. Treves, the capital of Gaul, was 
pillaged by their lawless bands; and the humble colony which 
they so long maintained in the district of Toxandia, in Brabant, 
insensibly multiplied along the banks of the ~reuse and ScheId, 
till their independent power filled the whole extent of the Second, 
or Lower, Germany. These facts may be sufficiently justified by 
historic evidence; but the foundation of the French monarchy 
by Pharamond, the conquests, the laws, and even the existence, of 
that hero, have been justly arraigned by the impartial severity of 
modern criticism. 169 

The ruin of the opulent })rovinces of Gaul may be dated from 
the establishment of these barbarians, whose alliance was dan· 
gerous and oppressive, and who were capriciously impelled, by 
interest or passion, to violate the public peace. A heavy and 
partial ransom was imposed on the surviving provincials, who had 
escaped the calamities of war; the fairest and most fertile lands 
were assigned to the rapacious strangers, for the use of their fam
ilies, their slaves, and their cattle; and the trembling natives re
linquished, with a sigh, the inheritance of their fathers. . Yet 
these domestic misfortunes, which are seldom the lot of a van~ 
quished people, had been felt and infiicted by the Romans them
5lelves, not only in the insolence of foreign conquest, but in the 
madness of civil discord. The Triumvirs proscribed eighteen of 
the most flourishing colonies of Italy; and distributed their lands 
and houses to the veterans who revenger} the death of Cresar, and 
oppressed the liberty of their country. Two poets of unequal 
fame have deplored, in similar circumstances, the loss of their 
patrimony; but the legionaries of Augustus »ppear to have sur .. 
passed, in violence and injustice, the barbarians who invaded 
Gaul under the reign of Honorius. It was not without the utmost 
difficulty that Virgil escaped from the sword of the 'centurion, 
Who lUld usurped his farm in the neighborhood of Mantua; 110 but 
l?aulinus, of Bourdeaux, received a sum of D10ney from his Gothio 
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purchaser: whicR. he accepted with p~easure and surl1rise; and, 
thollgh it wa.s much inferior to the real value of his estate, this 
act of rapine was disguised by some colors of moderation and 
equity.l7l The odious name of conquerors was softened into the 
mild and friendly appellation of the guests of the Romans; and 
the barbarians of Gaul, more especially the Goths, repeatedly de
clared, that they were bound to the people by the tics of hospitality, 
and to the emp3ror by the duty of allegiance and military service. 
'rile title of Honorius and his successors, their laws, and their civil 
magistrates, were still respected in the provinces of Gau], of which 
they had resigned the possession to the barbarian allies; and the 
kings, who exercised a supreme power and independent authority 
over their native subjects, ambitiously Holicited the more honora
ble rank of master-generals of the Imperial armies. 172 Such was 
the involuntary reverence which the Roman name still impressed 
on the minds of those warriors, who had borne away in triumph 
the spoils of the Capitol. 

'Vhilst Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and a succession of fce
ble tyrants oppressed the provinces beyond the Alps, the British 
island separated itself from the body of the Roman empire. The 
regular forces, which guarded that remote province, had been 
gradually withdrawn; and Britain was abandoned without de
fence to the Saxon pirates,-and the savages of Ireland and Caledo
nia. The Britons, reduced to this extremity, no longer relied on 
the tardy and doubtful aid of a declining monarchy. Theyas
sembled in arms, repelled the invaders, and rejoiced in the impor
tant discovery of their own strength. 11s Aftlicted by similar 
calamities, and actuated by the same spirit, the Armorican prov
inces (a name which comprehended the maritime countries of 
Gaul between the Seine and the Loire 114) resolved to imitate the 
example of the neighboring island. They expelled the Roman 
magistrates, who acted under the authority of the usurper Con
stantine ; and a free government was established among a people 
who had SO long been subject to the arbitrary will of a master. 
The independence of Britain and Armorica was soon confirmed by 
Honorius himself, the lawful emperor of the )Yest; and the let
ters, by which he committed to the new states the care of their 
own safety, might be interpreted as an absolute and perpetual ab
dication of the exercise and rights of sovereignty. 'I'his interpre
tation was, in some measure, justified by the event. After the 
usurpers of Gaul had successively fallen, the maritime provinces 
were restored to the empire. Yet their obedience was imperfect 
and precarious: the vain, inconstant. rebellious disposition of the 
people, was incompatible either with freedom or !Servitude; 1U 
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and Annorica. though it could not long maintain the form of a 
republic, J7tJ was agitated by frequent and destructive revolts. 
Britain was irrecoverably 10st.171 But as the emperors wisely ac
quiesced in the independence of a remote province, the separation 
was not imbittered by the reproach of tyranny or rebellion; and 
the claims of allegiance and protection were succeeded by the 
mutual and voluntary offices of national friendship. 171.:1 

This revolution dissolved the artificial fabric of civil and mili
tary government; and the independent country, during a period 
of forty years, till the descent of the Saxons, was ruled by the au
thority of the clergy, the nobles, and the municipal towns. m 
I. Zosimus, who alone has preserved the memory of this singular 
transaction, very accurately observes, that the letters of Honorius 
were addressed to the cities of Britain.1&~ Under the protection 
of the Romans, ninety-two considerable towns had arisen in the 
several parts of that great province; and, among these, thirty
three cities were distinguished above the rest by their superior 
privileges and importance. 181 Each of these cities, as in all the 
other provinces of the empire, formed a legal corporation, for the 
purpose of regulating their domestic policy; and the powers of 
municipal government were distributed among annual magis
trates, a select.senate, and the assembly of the people, according 
to the original model of the Roman constitution. 1b~ The manage
ment of a common revenue, the exercise of civil and criminal ju
risdiction, and the habits of public counsel and command, were in
herentto these petty republics ; and when they asserted theirinde
pendence, the youth of the city, and or the adjacent districts, 
~ould naturally range themselves under the standard of the mag
~strate. But the desire of obtaining the advantages, and of escap
Ing the burdens, of political society, is a perpetual and inexhausti
ble Source of discord; nor can it reasonably be presumed, that the 
r~storation of British freedom was exempt from tumult and fac
tIon. The pre-eminence of birth and fortune must have been fre
quently violated by bold and popular citizens; and the haughty 
nobles, who complained that they were become the subjects of 
the~r own servants, 1~3 would sometimes regret the reign of an 
ar~ltrary monarch. II. The jurisdiction of each city over the 
adjacent country, was supported by the patrimonial influence of 
the principal senators; and the smal1er towns, the vi1lages, and 
thc proprietors of land, consulted their own safety by adhering to 
t!lC shelter of these rising republics. The sphere of their attrac
tIon was proportioned to the respective degrees of their wealth 
and populousness; but the hereditary lords of ample possessions, 
who were not oppressed by the neighborhood of any powerful 
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city, aspired to the rank of independent princes, and boWly exer~ 
cised the rights of peace and war. The gardens and villas, which 
exhibited some faint imitation of Italian elegance, would soon be 
converted into strong castIee, the refuge, in time of danger, of the 
adjacent country: 1St the produce of the land was applied to pur
chase arms and horses; to maintain a military forc'e of slaves, of 
peasants, and of licentious followers; and tho chieftain might 
assume, within his own domain, the powers of a civil magistrate. 
Several of these British chiefs might be the genuine posterity of 
andent kings; and many more would be tempted to adopt 
this honorable genealogy, and to vindicate their hereditary 
clajms, which had been suspended by the usurpation of the 
Cresars.15& Their situation and their hopes would dispose them to 
affect the dress, the language, and the customs of their ancestors. 
If the princes of Britain relapsed into barbarism, while the cities 
studiously preserved the laws and manners of Rome, the whole 
island must have been gradually divided by the distinction of two 
national parties ; again broken into a thousand subdivisions of 
war and faction, by the various provocations of interest and re
sentment. The public strength, instead of being united against a 
foreign enemy, was consumed in obscure and intestine quarrels; 
and the personal merit which had placed a successfulleadel' at the 
head of his equals, might enable him to subdue the freedom of 
some neighboring cities ; and to claim a rank among the tyrants, 166 

who infested Britain after the dissolution of the Roman govern
ment. III. The British church might be composed of thirty or 
forty bishops, m with an adequate proportion of the inferior 
clergy; and the want of riches (for they seem to have been 
poor 188) would compel them to deserve the public esteem, by a 
decent and exemplary behavior. The interest, as well as the tem
per, of the clergy was favorable-to the peace and union of their 
distracted country: those salutary lessons might bo frequently in
culcated in their popular discourses; and the episcopal synods 
were the only councils that could pretend to the weight and au
thority of a national assembly. In such councils, where tho 
princes and magistrates sat promiscuously with the bishops, the 
important affairs of the sbtte, as well as of the church, might be 
freely debated; differences reconciled, alliances formed, contribu
tions imposed, wise resolutions often concerted, and sometimes 
executed ; and there is reason to believe, that, in moments of ex
treme danger, a Penaragon, or Dictator, was elected by the gen
eral consent of the Britons. These pastoral cares, so worthy of 
the episcopal chnracter, were inten'Upted, however, by zeal and 
Buperstition ; and the British clergy incessantly labored to eradi· 
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cate thc Pelagian heresy, which they abhorred, as the peculiar 
disgrace of their native country. 189 

. It is somewhat remarkable, or rather it is extremely natural, 
that the rev01t of Britain and Armorica should have introduced 
an appearance of liberty into the obedient provinces of Gaul. In 
a solemn edict,190 filled with the strongest assurances of that 
paternal affection which princes so often express, and so seldom 
feel, the emperor Honorius promulgated his intention of conven
ing an annual assembly of the seven provinces: a name peculiarly 
appropriated to Aquitain and the ancient Narbonnese, which had 
long since exchanged their Celtic rudeness for the useful and ele
gant arts of Italy.IOI ArIes, the seat of government and com
merce, was appointed for the place of the assembly; which regu
larly continued twenty-eight days, from the fifteenth of August to 
the thirteenth of September, of every year. It consisted of the 
Prretorian Jlrrefect of the Gauls; of seven provincial governors, 
one consular, and six presidents; of the magistrates, and perhaps 
the bishops, of about sixty cities; and of a competent, though in
definite, number of the most honorable and opulent possessors of 
land, who might justly be considered as the representatives of 
their country. They were empowered to interpret and communi
cate the laws of their sovereign; to expose the grievances and 
wishes of their constituents; to moderate the excessive or unequal 
weight of taxes; and to deliberate on every subject of local or 
national importance, tha.t could tend to the restoration of the 
peace and prosperity of the seven provinces. If such an institu
tion, which gave the people an interest in their own government, 
had been uni versally estaolished by Trajan or the Antonines, the 
seeds of public wisdom and virtue might have been cherished and 
propagated in the empirc of Rome. The privileges of the subject 
would have secured the throne of the monarch; the abuses of 
an arbitrary administration might have been prevented, in some 
degree, or corrected, by the interposition of these representative 
assemblies; and the country would have been defended against a 
foreign enemy by the arms of natives and freemen. Under the 
mild and generous influence of liberty, thc Roman empire might 
have remained invincible and immortal; or if its excessive mag
nitude, and the instability of human affairs, had opposed such 
perpetual continuance, its vital and constituent members might 
have separately preserved their vigor and independence. But in 
the decline of the empire, when every principle of health and life 
bad been exhausted, the tardy application of this partial remedy 
was incapable. of producing any important or salutary effects. 
The emperor Honorius expresses ]:\js surprise, that he must compel 
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the reluctant provinces to accept a privilege which they should 
ardently have solicited. A fine of three, or even live, pounds of 
gold was imposed on the absent representatives; wbo seem to 
have declined this imaginary gift of a free constitution, as the last 
and most cruel insult of their oppressors. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

ARCADms EMPEROR OF THE EAST.-ADMINISTRATION AND DIS
GRACE OF EUTROPIUS.-REVOLT OF GAINAS.-PERSECUTION OF 
ST. JOlIN CHRYSOSTOM.-THEODOSIUS II. EMPEROR OF THE 
EAST.-HIS SISTER PULCHERIA.-IIIS WIFE EUDOCIA.-TUE PER
SIAN WAR, AND DIVISION OF ARMENIA. 

THE division of the Roman world between the sons of Theodo
sius marks the final establishment of the empire of the East, 
which, from the reign of Arcadius to the taking of Oonstantinople 
by the Turks, subsisted one thousand and fifty-eight years, in a 
state of premature and perpetual decay. The sovereign of that 
empire assumed, and obstinately retained, the vain, and at length 
fictitious, title of Emperor of the ROMANS; and the hereditary ap
pellations of CJESAR and AUGUSTUS continued to declare, that he 
was the legitimate successor of the first of men, who had reigned 
over the first of nations. The palace of Oonstantinople rivalled, 
and perhaps excelled, the magnificence of Persia; and the elo
quent sermons of St. Ohrysostom 1 celebrate, while they condemn, 
the pompous luxury of the reign of Arcadius. " The emperor," 
says be, "wears on his head either a diadem, or a crown of gold, 
decorated with precious stones of inestimable value. These 
ornaments, and his purple garments, are reserved for his sacred 
person alone; and his robes of silk are embroidered with the fig
ures of golden dragons. His throne is of massy gold. Whenever 
he appears in public, he is surrounded by his courtiers, his guards, 
and his attendants. Their spears, their shields, their cuirasses, 
the bridles and trappings of their horses, have either the sub
stance or the appearance of gold; and the large splendid boss in 
the midst of their shield is encircled with smaller bosses, which 
represent the shape of the human eye. The two mules that draw 
the chariot of the monarch are perfectly white, and shining all 
over with gold. The chariot itself, of pure and solid gold, at
tracts the admiration of the spectators, who contemplate the pur· 
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plc curtains, the snowy carpet, the size of the precious stones, and 
the resplender.t plates of gold, that glitter as they are agitated by 
the motion of the carriage. The Imperial pictures are white on a 
blue ground; the emperor appears seated on his throne; with his 
arms, his horses, and his guards beside him; and his vanquished 
enemies in chains at his feet. " The successors of Constantine 
established their perpetual residence in the royal city, which he 
had erected on the verge of Europe and Asia. Inaccessible to the 
menaces of their enemies, and pel haps to the complaints of their 
people, they received, with each wind, the tributary productions 
of every climate; while the impregnable strength of their capital 
continued for ages to defy the hostile attempts of the barbarians. 
Their dominions were bounded by the Adriatic and the Tigris; 
and the whole interval of twenty-five days' navigation, which sep
arated the extreme cold of Scythia from the torrid zone of .£thio
pia,2 was comprehended within the limits of the empire of the 
East. The populous countries of that empire were the seat of art 
and learning, of lUxury and wealth; and the inhabitants, who 
had assumed the language and manners of Greeks, styled them
selves, with some appearance of truth, the must enlightened and 
civilized portion of the human species. The form of government 
was a pure and simple monarchy; the name of the ROlIAN REPUB~ 
LIe, which so long preserved a faint tradition lIf freedom, was 
confined to the Latin provinces; and the princes of Constantino~ 
pIe measured their greatness by the, servile obedience of their 
people. They were ignorant how much this passive disposition 
enervates and degrades every faculty of the mind. The suhjects, 
who had resigned their will to the absolute commands of a mas~ 
ter, were equally incapable of guarding their lives and fOFtunes 
against the assaults of the barbarians, or of defending their reason 
from the terrors of superstition. 

The first events of the reign of Atcadius and Honorins nre so 
intimately connected, that the rebellion of the Goths, and the fall 
of Rufinus, have already claimed a place in the history of the 
West. It has already been observed, that Eutropius,3 one of the 
principal eunuchs of the palace of Constantinople, succeeded the 
haughty minister whose ruin he had accomplished, and whose 
vices he soon imitated. Every order of the state bowed to the 
new favorite j and their tame and obsequious submission encour. 
aged him to insult the laws, and, what is still more difficult and 
dangerous, the 'manners of his country. Under the weakest 01 
the predecessors of Arcadius, the reign of the eunuchs had been 
secret and almoAt invIsible. They insinuated themselves into ihe 
confidence of the prillce ; but their ostensIble functions were con .. 
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fined to the menial service of the wardrobe and Imperial bed
chamber. They might direct, in a whisper, the public counsels, 
and blast, by their malicious suggestions, the fame and fortnnes 
of the most illustrious citizens; !Jut they never presumed to stand 
forward in the front of empire, t or to profane the public bonors 
of the strite. Eutropius was the first of his artificial sex, w 110 
dared to lssume the character of a Roman magistrate and gen
eral. r. SJmetimt's, in the presence of the blushing senate, he as
cended t.he tribunal to pronounce judgment, or to repeat elaborate 
harangues; and, sometimes, appeared on borseback, at the head 
of bis roops, in the dress and armor of a hero. The disregard of 
custom and decency always betrays a weak and ill-regulated 
mind; nor does Entropins seem to bave compensated for the folly 
of the design by any superior merit or ability in the execution. 
His former habits of life had not introduced him to the study of 
the laws, or the exercises of the field; his awkward aud unsu(}. 
cessful attempts provoked the secret contempt of the spectators, 
the Goths expressed their wish that such a general might alwayR 
command the armies of Rome; and the name of the minister was 
branded with ridicule. more pernicious, perhaps, than hatred, to 
a public character. The subjects of Arcadius were exasperated 
by the recollection, that this deformed and decrepit eunuch,' 
who so perversely mimicked the actions of a man, was born in the 
most abject condition of servitude; that before he entered the 
Imperial palace, he had been successively sold and purchased by 
a Imndred masters, who had exhausted bis youthful strength in 
every mean and infamous office, and at length dismissed him, in 
his old age, to freedom and poverty. 7 While these disgraceful 
stories were circulated, and perhaps exaggerated, in private con~ 
versations, the vanity of the favorite was flattered with. the most 
extraordinary honors. In the senate, in the capital, in the prov
inces, the statues of Eutropius were erected, in brass, or marble, 
decorated with the symbols of his civil and military virtues, and 
inscribed with the pompous title of the third founder of Constan.. 
tinople. He was promoted to the rank of patrician, which began 
to signify, in a popular, and even legal, acceptation t the father of 
the emperor; and the last year of the fourth century was pollut(:;d 
by the consul8hip of a eunuch and a slave. This strange and inexpia
ble prodigy 8 awakened, however, the prejudices of the Romans. 
The effeminate consul was rejected by the West, as an indelible 
stain to the annals of the republic; and without invoking the 
shades of Brutus and Camillus, the colleague of Eutropius, a 
learned and respectable magistrate, II sufficiently represented tho 
different maxims of the two administrations. " 
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The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus seems to Ilave been ac
tuated by a more sanguinary and revengeful spirit j but the ava
rice of the eunuch was not less insatiate than that of the prrefect. In 

As long as he despoiled the oppressors, who had enriched them
selves with the plunder of the people, Eutropius might gratify his 
covetous disposition without much envy or injustice: but the 
progress of his rapine soon invaded the wealth which had been 
acquired by lawful inheritance, or laudable industry. The usual 
methods of extortion were practised and improved j and Claudiun 
has sketched a lively and original picture of the public auction of 
the state. "The impotence of the eunuch, "- says that agreeable 
satirist, " has served only to stimulate his avarice: the same hand 
which, in his servile condition, was exercised in petty thefts, to 
unlock the coffers of his master, now grasps the riches of the 
world j and this infamous broker of the empire appreciates and 
divides the Roman provinces from 1\lount Hremus to the Tigris. 
One man, at the expense of his villa, is made proconsul of Asia; 
a second purchases Syria with his wife's jewels; and a third 
laments that he has exchanged his paternal estate for the govern
ment of Bithynia. In ,the antechamber of Eutropius, a large 
tablet is exposed to public view, which marks the respective 
prices of the provinces. The different value of Pontus, of Gala
tia, of Lydia, is accurately distinguished. Lycia may be obtained 
for so many thousand pieces of gold; but the opulence of Phyrgia 
will require a more considerable sum. The eunuch wishes to ob
literate, by the general disgrace, his personal ignominy; and as 
he had been sold himself, he is desirous of selling the rest of 
mankind. In the eager contention, the balance, which contains 
the fate and fortunes of the province, often trembles on the 
beam; and till one of the scales is inclined, by a superior weight, 
tile mind of the impartial judge remains in anxious suspense. 11 

Such," continues the indignant poet, "are the fruits of Roman 
valor, of the defeat of Antiochus, and of the triumph of Pompey. " 
This venal prostitution of. public honors secured the impunity of 
future crimes i but the riches, which Eutropius derived from con
fiscation, were already stained with injustice; since it was decent 
to accuse, and t6 condemn, the proprietors of the wealth, whicR 
he was impatient to confiscate. Some noble blood was shed by 
t!le hand of the executioner; and the most inhospitable extremi
ttes of the empire were filled with innocent and illustrious exiles. 
Among the generals and consuls of the East, Abundantius 12 had 
reason to dread the first effects of the resentment of Eutropius. 
He had been guilty of the unpardonable crime of introducing 
that abject slave to the palace of Constantinople j and some de
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gree of praise must be allowed to a' powerful and ungrateful 
fa\'orite, who was satisfied with the disgrace of his benefactor. 
AbundantiuR was stripped of his ample fortunes by an Imperial 
rescript, and banished to Pityus, on the Euxine, the last frontier 
of the Roman world; where he subsisted by the precarious mercy 
of the barbarians, till he could obtain, after the fall of Eutropius, 
a milder exile at Sidon, in Phrenicia. The destruction of Tima
sius 13 required a more serious and regular mode of attack. That 
great officer, the master-general of the armies of Theodosius, had 
13ignalized his valor by a decisive victory, which he 'obtained over 
the Goths of Thessaly; but he was too prone, after the example 
of his sovereign, to enjoy the lUXury of peace, and to abandon his 
confidence to wicked and designing flatterers. Timasius had de
spised the public clamor, by promoting an infamous dependent to 
the command of a cohort; and he deserved to feel the ingrati
tude of Bargus, who was secretly instigated by the favorite to 
accuse his patron of a treasonable conspiracy. The general was 
arraigned before the tribunal of Arcadius himself; and the prin
cipal eunuch stood by the side of the throne to suggest the ques
tions and answers of his sovereign. But as this form of trial 
might be deemed partial and arbitrary, the further inquiry into 
the crimes of Timasius was delegated to Saturninus and Proco
pius; the former of consular rank, the lat.ter still respected as the 
father-in-law of the emperor Valens. The appearances of a fair 
and legal proceeding were maintained by the blunt honesty of 
Procopius; and he yielded with reluctance to the obsequious dex
terity of his colleague, who pronounced a sentence of condemna
tion against the unfortunate Timasius. His immense riches were 
confiscated, in the name of the emperor" and for the benefit of the 
favorite; and he was doomed to perpetual exile at Oasis, a soli· 
tary spot in the midst of the sandy deserts of Libya. 14 Secluded 
from all human con verse, the master-general of the Roman armies 
was lost forever to the world j but the circumstances of his fate 
have heen related in a various and contradictory manner. It is 
insinuated that Eutropius despatched a private order for his secret 
execution. 1 It was reported, that, in attempting to escape from f> 

Oasis, he perished in the desert. of thirst and hunger; and that 
his dead body was found on the sands of Libya. 16 It has been 
asserted, with more confidence, that his son Syagrius, after suc
cessfully eluding the pursuit of the agents and emissaries of the 
court, collected a band of African rohhers j that he rescued Tima
sius from the place of his exile j and that both the father an,d the 
son disappeared from the knowledge of mankind.17 But the un· 
grateful Bargus, instead of being suffered to possess the reward 

http:mankind.17
http:Libya.16


OF THE ROMAN EMPIHE. 425 

of guilt, was soon after circumvented and destroyed, by the moru 
powerful villainy of the minister lllmself, who retained sense and 
spirit enough to athor the instrument of his own crimes. 

The public hatred, and the despair of individuals, continually 
threatened, or seemed to threaten, the personal safety of Eutro
pius; as well as of the numerous adherents, who were attached to 
his fortune, and had been promoted by his venal favor. For their 
mutual defence, he contrived the safeguard of a law, which vio
lated every principle of humanity and justice. 18 I. It is enacted, 
in the name, and by the authority, of Arcadius, that all those who 
shall conspire, either with subjects or with strangers, against the 
lives of any of the persons whom the emperor considers as the 
members of his own body, shall be punished with death and con
fiscation. This species of fictitious and metaphorical treason is 
extended to protect, not only the illustrious officers of the state 
and army, who are admitted into the sacred consistory, but vke
wise the principal domestics of the palace, the senators of Con
stantinople, the military commanders, and the civil magistrates of 
the provinces; a vague and indefinite list, which, under the suc
cessors of Constantine, included an obscure and numerous train of 
subordinate ministers. II. This extreme severity might perhaps 
be justified, had it been only dil'ected to secure the representatives 
of the sovereign from any actual violence in the execution of their 
office. But the whole body of Imperial dependents claimed a 
privilege, or rather impunity, which screened them, in the loosest 
moments of their lives, from the hasty, perhaps the justifiable, 
resentment of their fellow-citizens; and, by a strange perversion 
of the laws, the same degree of guilt and punishment was applied 
to a private quarrel; and to a deliberate conspiracy against th~ 
emperor and the empire. The edict of Arcadius most positively 
and most absurdly declares, that in such cases of treason, thoughts 
and actions ought to be punished with equal severity; that the 
knowledge of a mischievous intention, unless it be instantly re
vealed, becomes equally criminal with the intention itself; lY and 
that those rash men, who shall presume to solicit the pardon of 
traitors, shall themselves be branded with public and perpetual 
infamy. III." With regard to the sons of the traitors" (con.. 
tinues the emperor), "although they ought to share the punish
ment, since they will probably imitate the guilt, of their parents, 
yet, by the special effect of our Imperial lenity, we grant them 
their lives; but, at the same time, we declare them incapable of 
inheriting, either on the father's or on the mother's side, or of 
receiving any gift or legacy, from the testament either of kinsmel! 
ur of strangers. Stigmatized with hereditary infamy, excluded 
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from the hopes of honors or fortune, let them endure the paT)gs 01 
poverty and contempt, till they shall consider life as a calamity, 
and death as a comfort and relief." In such words. so well 
adapted to insult the feelings of mankind, did the emperor, or 
rather his favorite eunuch, applaud the moderation of a law, which 
transferred the same unjust and inhuman penalties to the children 
of all those who had seconded, or who had not discl.osed, their 
fictitious conspiracies. Some of the noblest regulations of Roman. 
j~risprudence have been suffered to expire; but this edict, a con
venient and forcible engine of ministerial tyranny, was carefully 
inserted III the codes of Theodosius and Justinian; and the same 
maxims have been revived in modern ages, to protect the electors 
of Germany, and the cardinals of the church of Rome. 20 

Yet these sanguinary laws, which spread terror among a dis
armed and dispirited people, were of too weak a texture to restrain 
the bold enterprise of Tribigild'11 the Ostrogoth: The colony of 
that' warlike nation, which had been planted by Theodosius in one 
of the most fertile districts of Phyrgia,21 impatiently compared 
the slow returns of laborious husbandry with the successful rapine 
and liberal rewards of Alaric; and their leader resented, as a per
sonal affront, his own ungracious reception in the palace of Con
stantinople. A soft and wealthy province, in the heart of the 
empire, was astonished by the sound of war; and the faithful 
vassal, who had been disregarded or oppressed, was again re
spected, as soon as he resumed the hostile character of a barba
rian. The vineyards and fruitful fields, between the rapid Marsy
as and the winding Mreander,23 were consumed with fire; the de
cayed walls of the cities crumbled into dust, at the first stroke of 
an enemy; the trembling inhabitants escaped from a bloody 
massacre to the shores of the Hellespont; and a considerable part 
of Asia Minor was desolated by the rebellion of Tribigild. His 
rapid progress was checked by the resistance of the peasants of 
PamphyJia; and the Ostrogoths, attacked in a narrow pass, be
tween the city of Selgre, ~4 a deep morass, and the craggy cliffs of 
Mount Taurus, were defeated with the loss of their bravest troops. 
But the spirit of their chief was not daunted by misfortune; and 
his army was continually recruited by swarms of barharians and 
outlaws, who were desirous of exercising the profession of rob
bery, under the more honorable names of war and conquest. The 
rumors of the success of Tribigild might for some time be sup
pressed by fear, or disguised by flattery; yet they graduaUy 
alarmed both the court and the capital. Every misfortune was 
exaggerated in dark and doubtful hints; and the future designs 
of fne rebels became the subject of anxious conjecture. When
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e"Te:r Tribigild advanced into the inland country, the Rumans were 
inclined to suppose that he meditated the passage of Mount 
Taurus, and the invasion of Syria. If he descended towards the 
sea, they im}mted, and perhaps suggested, to the Gothic chief, 
the more dangerous project of arming a fleet in the varbors of 
Ionia, and of extending his depredations along the maritime coast, 
from the mouth of the Nile to the port of Constantinople. The 
approach of danger and the obstinacy of Tribigild, who refused 
all terms of accommodatio~, compelled Eutropius to summon a 
council of war. 26 After claiming for himself the privilege of a 
veteran soldier, the eunuch intrusted the guard of Thrace and the 
Hellespont to Gainas the Goth, and the command of the Asiatic 
army to his favorite Leo j two generals, who differently, but 
effectually, promoted the cause of the rebels. Leo,26 who, from 
the bulk of his body, and the dulness of his mind, was surnamed 
the Ajax of the East, had deserted his original trade of a wool
comber, to exercise, with much less skill and success, the military 
profession j and his uncertain operations were capriciously framed 
and executed, with an ignorance of re::.l difficulties, and a timor
ous neglect of every favorable opportunity. The rashness of the 
Ostrogoths had drawn them into a disadvantageous position be
tween the Rivers }Ielas and Eurymedon, where they were almost 
besieged by the peasants of Pamphylia; but the arrival of an 
Imperial army, inste:td of completing their destruction, affordetl 
the means of safety and victory. Tribigild surprised the un
guarde(l camp of the Romans, in the darkness of the night; 
seduced the faith of the greater part of the barbarian auxiliaries, 
and dissipated, without much effort, the troops, which had been 
corrupted by the relaxation of discipline, and the luxury of the 
capital. The discontent of Gainas, who had so boldly contrived 
and· executed the death of Rufinus, was in-itated by the fortU11e of 
his .Jlnworthy successor; he accused his own dishonorable patience 
under the servile reign of a eunuch ; and the ambitious Goth was 
convicted, at least in the public opinion, of secretly fomenting the 
revolt of Tribigild, with whom he was connected by a domestic, 
as well as by a national alliance. 21 When Gainas passed the Hel
lespont, to unite under his standard the remains of the Asiatic 
troops, he skilfully adapted his motions to the wishes of the 
Ostrogoths j abandoning, by his retreat, the country which they 
desired to invade ; or facilitating, by his approach, the desertion 
of the harbarian auxiliaries. To the Imperial court he repeatedly 
magnified the valor, the genius, the inexhaustible resources of 
Tribigild ; confessed his own inability to prosecute the war; and 
extorted the permission of negotiating with his invincible adver· 
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sary. The conditions of peace were dictated by tIle haughty 
rebel ; and the peremptory demand of the head of Eutropius re .. 
vealed the author aad the design of this hostile conspiracy. 

The bold satirist, who has indulged his discontent by the partial 
and passionate censure of the Christian emperors, violates the dig
nity, rather than the truth, of history, by comparing the son of 
Theodosius to one of those harmless and simple animals, who 
scarcely feel that they are the property of their shepherd. Two 
passions, however, fear and conjugal affection, awakened the Ian.. 
guid soul of Arca.dius: he was terrified by the threats of a victo
rious barbarian; and he yielded to the tender eloquence of his 
wife Eudoxia, who, with a flood of artificial tears, presenting her 
infant children to their father, implored his justice for some real 
or imaginary insult, which she imputed to the audacious eunuch. 28 

The .emperor's hand was directed to sign the condemnation of 
Eutropius j the magic spell, wllich during four years had bound 
the prince an~ the people, was instantly dissolved; and the 
acclamations, that so lately hailed the merit and fortune of the 
favorite, were converted into the clamors of the soldiers and peo
ple, who reproached his crimes, and pressed his immediate execu
tion. In this hour of distress and despair, his only refuge was in 
the sanctuary of the church, whose privileges he had wisely or 
profanely attempted to circumscribe; and the most eloquent of 
the saints, John Chrysostom, enjoyed the triumph of protecting a 
prostrate minister, whose choice had raised him to the ecclesiasti
cal throne of Constantinople. The archbishop, ascending the pul
pit of the cathedral, that he might be distinctly seen and heard 
by an innumerable crowd of either sex and of every age, pro
nounced a seasonable and pathetic discourse on the forgiveness of 
injuries, and the instability of human greatness. The agonies of 
the pale and affrighted wretch, who lay grovelling under the table 
of the altar, exhibited a solemn and instructive spectacle; and 
the orator, who was afterwards accused of Insulting the misfor
tunes of Eutropius, labored to excite the contempt, that be might 
Qssuage the fury, of the people. 29 The powers of humanity, of 
superstition, and of eloquence, prevailed. The empress Eudoxia 
was restrained by her own prejudices, or by those of her subjects, 
from violating the sanctuary .of the church; and Eutropius was 
tempted to capitulate, by the milder arts of persuasion, and by an 
oath, that his life should be spared. so Careless of the dignity of 
their sovereign, the new ministers of the palace immediately pub
lished an edir.t to declare, that his late favorite llsd disgraced the 
names of consul and patrician, to abolish his statues, to confiscate 
his wealth, and to inflict a perpetual exile in the Island of Cy· 
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prus. SI, A despicable and decrepit eunuch could no longer alarm 
the fears of his enemies; nor was he capable of enjoying what yet 
'remained, the comforts of peace, of solitude, and of a happy cli· 
mate. But their implacable revenge still envied him the last mo· 
ments of a miserable life, alid Eutropius had no sooner touched 
the shores of Cyprus, than he was hastily recalled. The vain hope 
of eluding, by a change of place, the obligation of an oath, 
engaged the empress to transfer the scene of his trial and execu· 
tion from Constantinople to the adjacent suburb of Chalcedon. 
The consul Aurelian pronounced the sentence; and the motives of 
that sentence expose the jurisprudence of a despotic government. 
The crimes which Eutropius had committed against the people 
might have justified his death; but he was found guilty of har
nessing to his chariot the 8Ml'ed animals, who, from their breed or 
color, were reserved for the use of the emperor alone. 32 

While this domestic revolution was transacted, Gainas 31 openly 
revolted from his IlJlegiance; united his forces, at Thyatira in 
Lydia, with those of Tribigild; and still maintained his superior 
ascendant over the rp.bellious leader of the Ostrogoths. The con· 
federate armies advanced,' without resistance, to the straits of the 
Hellespont and the Bosphorus; and Arcadius was instructed to 
prevent the loss of hIS Asiatic dominions, by resigning his 
authority and his person to the faith of the barbarians. The 
church of the holy martyr Euphemia, situate on a lofty eminence 
near Chalcedon,34 was chosen for the place of the interview. 
Gainas bowed with reverence at tlle feet of the emperor, whilst he 
required the sacrifice of Aurelian and Saturninus, two ministers of 
consular rank; and their naked necks were exposed, by the 
haughty rebel, to the edge of the sword, till he condescended to 
grant them a precarious and disgraceful respite. The Goths, ac
cording to the terms of the agreement, were immediately trans
ported from Asia into Europe; and their victorious chief, who 
accepted the title of master-general of the Roman annies, soon 
filled Constantinople with his troops, and distributed among his 
dependents the honors and rewards of the empire. In his carly 
youth, Gainas had passed the Danube as a suppliant and a fugitive: 
his elevation had been the work of valor and fortune; and his in
discreet or perfidious conduct was the cause of his rapid downfall. 
~otwithstanding the vigorous opposition of the archbishop, he 
Importunately claimed for his Arian sectaries the posRession of a 
peculiar church; and the prWc of the Catholics was offended by 
the public toleration of heresy. 31"> Every quarter of Constantinople 
'\V~s filled with tumult and disc:.rder; and the barbarians gazed 
with such nrdor on the rich shops of the jewellers, and the tables 



430 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of the bankers, which were covered with gold and silver, that it 
was judged prudent to remove those dangerous temptations from 
their sight. They resented the injurious precaution; and some 
alarming attempts were made, during the night, to attack and 
destroy with fire the Imperial palace. 36 In this state of mutual 
and suspicious hostility, the guards and the people of Constanti· 
no pIe shut the gates, and rose in arms to prevent or to punish the 
conspiracy of the Goths. During the absence of Gainas, his troops 
were surprised and oppressed j seven thousand barbarians perished 
in this bloody massacre. In the fury of the pursuit, the Catha. 
lies uncovered the roof, and continued to throw down flaming 
logs of wood, till they overwhelmed their adversaries, who had 
retreated to the church or conventicle of the Arians. Gainas was 
either innocent of the design, or too confident of his success; he 
was astonished by the intelligence, that the flower oJ his army 
had been ingloriously destroyed j that he himself was declared a 
public enemy j and that his countryman, Fravitta, a brave and 
loyal confederate, had assumed the management of the war by sea 
and land. The enterprises of the rebel, against the cities of 
Thrace, were encountered by a firm and well-ordered defence j his 
hungry eoldiers were soon reduced to the grass that grew on the 
margin of the fortifications j and Gainas, who vainly regretted the 
wealth and luxury of Asia, embraced a desperate resolution of 
forcing the passage of the Hellespont. He was destitute of ves
sels; but the woods of the Chersonesus afforded materials for 
rafts, and his intrepid barbarians did not refuse to trust them· 
selves to the waves. But Fravitta attentively watched the prog· 
ress of their undertaking. As soon as they had gained the mid
dle of the stream, the Roman galleys,37 impelled by the full force 
of oars, of the current and of a favorable wind, rushed forwards 
in compact order, and with irresistible weight; and the Helles- , 
pont was covered with the fragments of thp. Gothic shipwreck. 
After the destruction of his hopes, and the loss of many thousands 
of his bravest soldiers, Gainas, who could no longer aspire to govern 
or to subdue the Romans, determined to resume the independence 
of a savage life. A light and active body of barbarian horse, dig.. 
engaged from their infantry and bnggage, might perform in eight 
or ten days a march of three hundred miles, from the Hellespont 
to the Danube; 38 the garrisons of that import3nt frontier had been 
gradually annihilr&ted; the liver, in the month of December, 
would be deeply frozen; and the unbounded prospect of Scythia 
was opened to the ambition of Gainas. This design was secretly 
communicated to the national troops, who devoted themselves to 
the fortunes of their leader; and before the signal of departure 
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was given, a great number of provincial auxiliaries, whom he sus· 
pected of an attachment to their native country, were perfidiously 
massacred. The Goths advanced, by rapid marches, through tho 
plains of Thrace; and they were soon delivered from the fear of 
a pursuit, by the vanity of Fravitta,* who, instead of extinguish
ing the war, hastened to enjoy the popular applause, and to as
sume the peaceful llOnors of the consulship. But a formidablo 
ally appeared in arms to vindicate the majesty of the empire, and 
'to guard the peace and liberty of Scythia. 311 The superior forces 
of Uldin, king of the Huns, opposed the progress of Gainas; a 
hostile and ruined country prohibited his retreat; he disdained to 
capitulate; and after repeatedly attempting to cut his way 
through the ranks of the enemy, he was slain, with his desperate 
followers, in the field of battle. Eleven days after the naval vic
tory of the Hellespont, the head of Gain as, the inestimable gift of 
the conqueror, was received at Constantinople with the most lib
eral expressions of gratitude; and the public deliverance was cel
ebrated by festivals and illuminations. The triumphs of Arcadius 
became the subject of epic poems; 40 and the monarch, no longer 
oppressed by any hostile terrors, resigned himself to the mild and 
absolute dominiQn of his wife, the fair and artful Eudoxia, who 
has sullied her fame by the persecution of St. John Chrysostom. 

After the death of the indolent N ectarius, the successor of Greg
ory Nazianzen, the cht~rch of Constantinople WM distracted by 
the ambition of rival candidates, who were not ashamed to solicit, 
with gold or fiattery, the suffrage of the people, or of the favorite. 
On this occasion, Eutropius seems to have deviated from his or
dinary maxims; and his uncorrupted judgment was determined 
only by the superior merit of a stranger. In a late journey into 
the East, he had admired the sermons of John, a native and pres
byter of Antioch, whose name has been distinguished by the t:pi
)thct.of Chrysostom, or the'Golden :Mouth.41 A private order was 
despatched to the governor of Syria; and as the people might be 
unwilling to resign their favorite preacher, he was transported, 
with speed and secrecy in a post-chariot, from Antioch to Con
stantinople. The unanimous and unsolicited consent of the court, 
the clergy, and the people, ratified the choice of the minister; 
and, both as a saint and as an orator, the new archbishop surpassed 
the sanguine expectations of the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family, in the capital of Syria, Cbrysostom had been cdu
:ated, by the care of a tender mother, under the tuition of the 

• Fravitta, according to Zoslmus, though a Pa~'l1n. received the honors or thp 
~<;msulate. Zosim. v. c. 20. On Fravitta, lieo a very imperfect tn.gweut of EUlI!i. 
r:US. Mat, ii. 290, in Niebuhr, ~.-M, 
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most skilful masters. He studied the art of rhetoric in the school 
of Libanius ; and that celebrated sophist, who soon discovered 
the talents of his disciple, ingenuously confessed that John would 
have deserved to succeed him, had he not been stolen away by the 
Ohristians. His piety soon disposed him to receive the sacrament 
Df baptism; to renounce the lucrative and honorable profession 
of the law; and to bury himself in the adjacent desert, where he 
subdued the lusts of the flesh by an austere penance of six years. 
His infirmities compelled him to return to the society of mankind i 
and the authority of Meletius devoted his talents to the service of 
the church: but in the midst of his family, and afterwards on the 
archiepiscopal throne, Chrysostom still persevered in the practice 
of the monastic virtues. The ample revenues, which his predeces
sors had consumed in pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to 
the establishment of hospitals; and the multitudes, who were 
supported by his charity, preferred the eloquent and edifying di.,
courses of their archbishop to the amusements of the theatre or 
the circus. The monuments of that eloquence, which was a.d
mired near twenty years at Antioch and. Constantiople, have been 
carefully preserved; and the possession of near one thousand ser
mons, or homilies, has authorized the critics 42 of succeeding times 
to appreciate the genuine merit of Chrysostom. They unani
mously attribute to the Christian orator the free command of an 
elegant and copious language ; the judgment to conceal the ad
vantages which he derived from the knowledge of rhetoric and 
philosophy; an inexhaustible fund of metaphors and similitudes, 
of ideas and images, to vary and illustrate the most familiar top~ 
ics; the happy art of engaging the passions in the service of 
virtue; and of exposing the folly, as well as the turpitude, of 
vice, almost with the truth and spirit of a dramatic representa
tion. 

The pastoral labors of the archbishop of Oonstantinople pro
voked, and gradually united against him, two sorts of enemies; 
the aspiring clergy, who envied his success, and the obstinate Siin· 
ners, who were offended by his reproofs. When Chrys(1stoID 
thundered! f~om t~e pulpit of St. Sophia, against the degeneracy 
of the Chnstlans, hIS shafts were spent among the crowd, without 
wounding, or even marking, the character of any individual. 
When he declaimed against the peculiar vices of the rich, poverty 
might obtain a transient consolation from his invectives; but tho 
guilty were still sheltered by their numbers ; p..nd the reproach 
itself was dignified by some ideas of superiority and enjoyment. 
~ut as the pyramid rose towards the summit, it insensibly dimin· 
lShcd to a point; and the magistrates, the ministers, the favorit~ 
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eunuchs, the ladies of the court,43 the empress Eudoxia herself, 
had a much larger share of gUilt to divide among a smaller pro
portion of criminals. The personal applications of the audience 
were anticipated, or confirmed, by the testimony of their own con
science; and the intrepid preacher assumed the dangerous right 
of exposing both the offence and the offender to the public abhor
rence. The secret resentment of the court encouraged the discon
tent of the clergy and monks of Constantinople, who were too 
hastily reformed by the fervent zeal of their archbishop. He had 
condemned, from the pulpit, the domestic females of the clergy 
of Constantinople, who, under the name of servants, or sisters, 
afforded a perpetual occasion either of sin or of scandal. The 
silent and solitary ascetics, who had secluded themselves from the 
world, were entitled to the warmest approbation of Chrysostom; 
but he despised and stigmatized, as the disgrace of their holy 
profession, the crowd of degenerate monks, who, from some un
worthy motives of pleasure or profit, so frequently infested the 
streets of the capital. To the voice of persuasion, the archbishop 
was obliged to add the terrors of authority; and his ardor, in the 
exercise of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, was not always exempt from 
passion; nor was it always guided by prudence. Chrysostom was 
naturally of a choleric disposition. 44 Although he struggled, ac
cording to the precepts of the gospel, to love his private enemies, 
he indulged himself in the privilege of hating the enemies of God 
and of the church; and his sentiments were sometimes delivered 
with too much energy of countenance and expression. He still 
maintained, from some considerations of health or abstinence, his 
former habits vf taking his repasts alone; and this inhospitable 
custom,4' which his ell(~mies imputed to pride, contributed, at 
least, to nourish the infirmity of a morose and unsocial humor. 
Separated from that familiar intercourse, which facilitates the 
knowledge and the despatch of business, he reposed an un8US
pecting confidence in his deacon Serapion; and seldom applied 
his speCUlative knowledge of human nature to the particular 
characters, either of his dependents, or of 11is equals. Conscious 
of the purity of his intentions, and perhaps of the superiority of 
h~s genius, the archbishop of Constantinople extended the juris
dIction of the Imperial city, that he might enlarge the sphere of 
his pastoral labors j and the conduct which the profane imputed
t? an ambitious motive, appeared to Chrysostom himself in the 
hght of a sacred and indispensable duty. In his visitation 
through the Asiatic provinces, he deposed thirteen bishops of 
Lydia and Phrygia ; and indiscreetly declared that a deep cor
ruption of simony and licentiousness had infected the whole epiS' 
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copal order.40 If those bishops were innocent, such a rash and 
unjust condemnation must excite a well-ground(,d discontent. If 
they were guilty, the numerous associates of their guilt would soon 
discover that their own safety depended on the ruin of the arch
bishop; whom they studied to represent as the tyrant of the 
Eastern church. 

This ecclesiastical conspiracy was managed by Theophilus,47 
archbishop of Alexandria, an active and ambitious prelate, who 
displayed the fruits of rapine in monnments of ostentation. His 
national dislike to the rising greatness of a city, which degraded 
him from the second to the third rank in the Christian world, was 
exasperated by some personal disputes with Chrysostom himself. 48 
By the private invitation of the. empress, Theophilus landed at 
Constantinople with a stout body of Egyptian mariners, to 
encounter the populace; and a train of depended bishops, to 
secure, by their voices, the majority of a synod. The synod 49 

was convened in the suburb of Chalcedon, surnamed the Oak, 
where Rufinus had erected a stately church and monastery; and 
their proceedings were continued during fourteen days or ses
sions. A bishop and a deacon accused the archbishop of Con
stantinople; but the frivCllous or improbable nature of the forty
seven articles which they presented against him, may justly be 
considered as a fair and unexceptionable panegyric. Four suc
cessive summons were signified to Chrysostom; but he still re
fused to trust either his person or his reputation in the hands of 
his implacable enemies, who, prudently declining the examina
tion of any particular charges, condemned his contumacious diso
bedience, and hastily pronounced a sentence of deposition. The 
synod of the Oak immediately addressed the emperor to ratify 
and execute their judgment, and charitably insinuated, that the 
penalties of treason might be inflicted on the audacious preacher, 
who had reviled, under the name of Jezebel, the empress 
Eudoxia herself. The archbishop was rudely arrested, and con
ducted through the city, by one of the Imperial messengers, who 
landed him, after a short navigation, near the entrance of the 
Euxine ; from whence, before the expiration of two days, he was 
gloriously recalled. 

The first astonishment of his faithful people had been mute and 
passive: they suddenly rose with unanimous and irresistible fury. 
Theophilus escaped, but the promiscuous crowd of monks and 
Egyptian mariners was slaughtered without pity in the streets of 
Constantinople. 50 A seasonable earthquake justified the interpo
sition of Heaven j the torrent of sedition rolled forwards to the 
gates of the palace; ~nd the empress, agitated by fear or re" 
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morse, threw herself at the feet of Arcadius, and confessed that 
the public safety could be purchased only by the restoration of 
Chrysostom. The Bosphorus was covered with innumerable ves· 
sels; the shores of Europe and Asia were profusely illuminated; 
and the acclamations of a victorious people accompanied, from 
the port to the cathedral, the triumph of the archbishop; who, 
too easily, consented to resume the exercise of his functions, before 
his sentence had been legally reversed by the authority of an 
ecclesiastical synod. Ignorant, or careless, of the impending dan· 
ger, Chrysostom indulged his zeal, or perhaps his resentment; de
claimed with peculiar asperity against female vices; and con
demned the profane honors which were addressed, almost in the 
precincts of St. Sophia, to the statue of the empress. His impru
dence tempted his enemies to inflRme the haughty spirit of Eu
doxia, by reporting, or perhaps inventing, the famous exordium of 
a sermon, " Herodias is again furious; Herodias again dances; 
she once' more requires the head of John;" an insolent allusion, 
Which, as a woman and a sovereign, it was impossible for her to 
forgive. 111 'l'he short interval of a perfidious truce was employed 
to concert more effectual measures for the disgrace and ruin of the 
archbishop. A numerous council of the Eastern prelates, who were 
guided from a distance by the advice of Theophilus, confirmed the 
validity, without examining the justice, of the former sentence; 
and a detachment of barbarian troops was introduced into the 
city, to suppress the emotions of the people. On the vigil of 
Easter, the solemn administration of baptism was rudely inter
rupted by the soldiers, who alarmed the modesty of the naked 
catechumens, and violated, by their presence, the awful mysteries 
of the Christian worship. Arsacim~ occupied the church of St. 
Sophia, and the archiepiscopal throne. The Catholics retreated 
to the baths of Constantine, and afterwards to the fields; whare 
they were still pursued and insulted by the guards, the bishops, 
and the magistrates. The fatal day of the second and final exile 
of Chrysostom was marked by the conflagration of the cathedral, of 
the senate-house, and of the adjacent buildings; and this calamity 
was imputed, without proof, but not without probability, to the 
despair of a persecuted facti oil. $2 

Cicero might claim some merit, if his voluntary banishment 
preserved the peace of the republic; ~3 but the submission of 
9hrysostom was the indispensable duty of a Christian and a sub
Ject. Instead of listening to his humble prayer, that he might be 
permitted to reside at Cyzicus, or Nicomedia, the inflexible em
l)ress assigned for his exile the remote and desolate town of Cucu· 
sus, among the ridges of Mount Taurus7 in the Lesser Armenia. A 
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secret hope was entertained, that the archbishop might perish in a 
difficult and dangerous march of seventy days, in the heat of 
summer, through the provinces of Asia Minor, where he was con
tinually threatened by the hostile attacks of the Jsaurians, and the 
more implacable fury of the monks. Yet Chrysostom arrived in 
safety at the place of his confinement; and the three years which 
he spent at Cucusus, and the neighboring town of Arabissus, were 
the last and most glorious of his life. His character was conse
crated by absence and persecution ; the faults of his administra
tion were no longer remembered; but every tongue repeated the 
praises of his genius and virtue : and the respectful attention of 
the Christian world was fixed on a desert spot among the moun
tains of Taurus. From that solitude the archbishop, whose active 
mind was invigorated by misfortunes, maintained a strict and fre
quent correspondence &4 with the most distant provinces; exhorted 
the separate congregations of his faithful adherents to persevere in 
their allegiance; urged the destruction of the temples of Phrenicia, 
and the extirpation of heresy in the Isle of Cyprus; extended his 
pastoral care to the missions of Persia and Scythia; negotiated, 
by his ambassadors, with the Roman pontiff and the emperor 
Honorius; and boldly appealed, from a partial synod, to the 
supreme tribunal of a free and general council. The mind of the 
illustrious exile was still independent; but his captive body was 
exposed to the revenge of the oppressors, who continued to abuse 
the name and authority of Arcadius. sr. An order was despatched 
for the instant removal of. Chrysostom to the extreme desert of 
Pityus: and his guards so faithfully obeyed their cruel instruc
tions, that, before he reached the sea-coast of the Euxine, he ex
pired at Comana, in Pontus, in the sixtieth year of his age. The 
succeeding generation acknowledged his innocence and merit. 
The archbishops of the East, who might blush that their predeces
sors had been the enemies of Chrysostom, were gradually dis
posed, by the firmness of the Roman pontiff, to restore the honors 
of that venerable name. 58 At the pious solicitation of the clergy 
and people of Constantinople, his relics, thirty years after his 
death, were transported from their obscure sepulchre to the royal 
city. ~7 The emperor Theodosius advanced to receive them as far 
as Ohalcedon; ~nd, falling prostrate on the coffin, implored, in 
the name of his guilty parents, Arcadius and Eudoxia, the for· 
giveness of the injured saint. ~8 

Yet a reasonahle doubt may be entertained, whether any stain 
of hereditary guilt could be derived from Arcadius to his succes' 
SOf. Eudoxia was a young and beautiful woman, who indulged 
her passions, and despised her busbanil; Count.Tobn oojoyed, at 
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leas#-, the familiar confidence of the empress; and the 1mblic 
named him as the real father of Theodosius the younger. ~II The 
birth of a son was accepted, however, by the pious hu~band, as an 
evpnt the most fortunate and honorable to himself, to hb family, 
and to the Eastern wOlld: and the royal infant, by an unprece· 
dented favor, was invested with the title~ of Cresar and Augustus. 
In less than four years afterwards, Eudoxia, in the bloom of 
youth, was destroyed by the consequences of a miscarriage; and 
this untimely death confounded the prophecy of a holy bishop, GO 

who, amidst the universal joy, had ventured to foretell, that she 
should behold the long ood auspicious reign of her glorious son. 
The Catholics applauded the justice of Heavcn, which avenged 
the persecution of St. Chrysostom; and perhaps the emperor was 
the only person who sincerely bewailed the loss of the haughty 
and rapacious Eudoxia. Such a domestic misfortune afflicted him 
more deeply than the public calamities of the East; 51 th e licen
tious excursions, from Pontus to Palestine, of the Isaurian rob
berg, whose impunity accused the weakness of the government; 
and the earthquakes, the conflagrations, the famine, and the 
flights of locusts, 6~ which the popular discontent was equally dis
posed to attribute to the incapacity of the monarch. At length, 
in the thirty-first year of his age, after a reign (if we may abuse that 
word) of thirteeu years, three months, and fifteen d.:tys, Arcadius 
expired in the palace of Con~tantinople. It is impossible to deline
ate his character; since, in a period very copiously furnished with 
historical materials, it has not been possible to remark one action 
that properly belongs to the son of the great Theodosius. 

The historian Procopius Cl3 has indeed illuminated the mind of 
the dying emperor with a ray of human prudence, or celestial wis
dom. Arcadius considered, with -anxious foresight, the helpless 
condition of his son Theodosius, who was no more than seven 
years of age, ,the dangerous factions of a minority, and the aspir
~ng spirit of Jezdegerd, the Persian monarch. Instead of tempt
Ing the allegiance of an ambitious subject, by the participation of 
Supreme power, he blJldly appealed to the magnanimity of a king; 
and placed, by a solemn testament, the sceptre of the East in the 
hands of J ezdegerd himself. The royal guardian accepted and dis.. 
charged this honorable trust with unexampled fidelity; and the in
fancy of Theodosius was protected by the arms and councils of 
Persia. Such is the singular narrative of ProcopiuR; and his 
veracity is not disputed by Agathias,64 while he presumes to dis
sent from his judgment, and to arraign the wisdom of a Christian 
emperor, who, so rashly, though so fortunately, committed his 
son and his dominions to the unknown faith of 11 stranger, a rivai, 
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and a heathen. .A t the distance of one hundred and fifty years, 
this political question might be debated in the court of Justinian; 
but a prudent historian will refuse to examine the propriety, till 
he has ascertained the truth, of the testament of Arcadius. As it 
stands without a parallel in the history of the world, we may 
justly require, that it should be attested by the positive and 
unanimous evidence of contemporaries. The strange novelty of 
the event, which excites our distrust, must have attracted their 
notice; and their unh"ersal silence annihilates the vain tradition 
of the succeeding age. . 

The maxims of Roman jurisprudence, if they could fairly be 
transferred from private property to public dominion, would have 
adjudged to the emperor Honorius the guardianship of his 
nephew, till he had attained, at least, the fourteenth year of his 
age. But the weakness of Honorius, and the calamities of his 
reign, disqualified him from prosecuting this natura' claim; and 
such was the absolute separation of the two monarchies, both in 
interest and affection, that Constantinople would have obeyed, 
with less reluctance, the orders of the Persian, than those of the 
Italian, court. Under a prince whose weakness is disguised by 
the external signs of manhood and discretion, the most worthless 
favorites may secretly dispute the empire of the palace; and die· 
tate to submissive provinces the commands of a master, whom 
they direct and despise. But the ministers of, a child, who is in
capable of arming them with the sanction of the royal name, must 
acquire and exercise an independent authority. - The great officers 
of the state and army, who had been appointed before the death 
of Arcadius, formed an aristocracy, which might have inspired them 
with the idea of a free republic; .and the government of the East. 
ern empire was fortunately assumed by the proofed Anthemi.us, Gi 

who obtained, by hia superior abilities, a lasting ascendant over 
the minds of his equals. The safety of the young emperor proved 
the merit and integIity of Anthemius; and bis prudent finnness 
sustained the force and reputation of an hifant reign. Uldin, 
with a formidable host of barbarians, was encamped in the heart 
of Thrace; he proudly rejected all terms of accommodation; 
and, pointing to the rising sun, declared to the Roman ambassa~ 
dors, that the course of that planet should alone terminate the 
conquest of the Huns. But the desertion of his confederates, 
who were privately convinced of the justice and liberality of the 
Imperial ministers, obliged Uldin to repass the Danube: the tribe 
of the Scyrri, whicb. composed his rear-guard, was almoet extir
pated; and many thousand captives were dispersed to cultivate, 
with servile labor, the fields of Asia. 66 In the midst of the pub
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lie triumph, Constantinople was protected by a strong enclosurtt 
of new and more extensive walls; the same vigilant care was ap· 
plied to restore the fortifications of the lllyrian cities; and a plan 
was judiciously conceived, which, in the space of se\lcn years, 
would have secured the command of the Danube, by establishing 
on that river a perpetual fleet of two hundred and fifty armed 
vessels. 67 

But the Romans had so long been accustomed to the authority 
of a monarch, that the first, even among the females, of the Im
perial family, who displayed any courage or capacity, was permit
ted to ascend the vacant throne of Theodosius. His sister Pul
cheria,6li who was only two years older than himself, received, at 
the age of sixteen, the title of Augusta / and though her favor 
might be sometimes clouded by caprice or intrigue, she continued 
to govern the Eastern empire near forty years; during the long 
minority of her brother, and after his death, in her own name, 
and in the name of Marcian, her nominal husband. From a mo
tive either of prudence or religion, she embraced a life of celi
bacy; and notwithstanding some aspersions on the chastity of 
Pulcheria,1I9 this resolution, which she communicated to her sisters 
ArcaQia and Marina, was celebrated by the Chri8tian world, as 
the sublime effort of heroic piety. In the presence of the clergy 
Rnd people, the three'daughters of Arcadius 70 dedicated their 
"irginity to God; and the obligation of their solemn vow was in
E'~ribed on the tablet of gold and gems; which they publicly 
('tIered in the great church of Constantinople. Their palace was 
('~nverted into a monastery; and all males, except the guides of 
their conscience, the saints who had forgotten the distinction of 
sexes, were scrupulously excluded from the holy threshold. Pul
cheria, her two sisters, and a chosen train of favorite damsels, 
fonned a religious community: they renounced the vanity oi 
dress; interrupted, by frequent fasts, their simple and frugal 
diet; allotted a portion of their time to works of embroidery; 
and devoted several hours of the day and night to the exercises of 
prayer and psalmody. The piety of a Christian virgin was 
a~orned by the zeal and liberality of an cmpress. Ecclesiastical 
hIstory describes the splendid churches, which were built at the 
~xpense of Pulcheria, in all the provinces of the East; her char
Itable foundations for the benefit of strangers and the poor; the 
ample donations which she assigned for the perpetual maintenance 
?f monastic societies; and the active severity with which she 
labored to suppress the opposite heresies of N~torius and 
Eutyches. Huch virtues were supposed to deserve the peculiar 
favor of the De,ity; and. the rcliCii of martyrs, as well as tha 
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knowledge of future {1vents, were communicated in visions and 
revelations to the Imperial saint. 71 Yet the devotion of Pulcheria 
never diverted her indefatigable attention from temporal affairs; 
and she alone, among all the descendants of the great Theodosius, 
appears to have inherited any share of his manly spirit and abili
ties. The elegant and familiar use whieh she had acquired, both 
of the Greek and Latin languages, was readily applied to the vari
ous occasions of speaking, or writing, on public business: her 
deliberations were maturely weighed; her actions were prompt 
and decisive; and, while she moved, without noise or ostentation) 
the wheel of government, she discreetly attributed to the geniu!; 
of the emperor the long tranqUillity of his reign. In the last years 
of his peaceful life, Europe was indeed afflicted by the arms of 
Attila; but the 'more extensive provinces of Asia still continued 
to enjoy a profound and permanent repose. Theodosius the 
younger was never reduced to the disgraceful necessity of encoun
tering and punishing a rebellious subject: and since we cannot 
applaud the vigor, some praise may be due to the mildness and 
prosperity, of the administration of Pulcheria. 

The Roman world was deeply interested in the education of its 
master. A regular course of study and exercise was judiciously 
instituted; of the military exercises of riding, and shooting with 
the bow; of the liberal studies of grammar, rhetoric, and philos
ophy: the most skilful masters of the East ambitiously solicited 
the attention of their royal pupil; and several noble youths were 
introduced into the palace, to animate his diligence by the emula
tion of friendship. Pulcheria alone discharged the important 
task of instructing her brother in the arts of government; but her 
precepts may countenance some suspicion of the extent of her 
capacity, or of the purity of her intentions. She taught him to 
maintain a grave and majestic deportment; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to seat himself on his throne, in a manner worthy of a. 
great prince; to abstain from laughter; to listen with condescen
sion ; to return suitable answers; to assume, by turns, a serious 
or a placid countenance: in a word, to represent with grace and 
dignity the external figure of a Homan emperor. But TheouO
sius n was never excited to support the wcight and glory of an 
illustrious name: and, instead of aspiring to imitate his ances
tors, he degenerated (if we may presume to measure the degrees 
of incapacity) below the weakness of his father and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Honorius had been assisted by the guardian care of 
a parent, whose lessons were enforced by his authority and exaJll
ple. nut the unfortunate prince, who is born in the purplc, Jllust 
remain a stranger to the voice of truth, and the son. of Arcadius 
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was condemned to pass }}is perpetual infancy encompassed only 
by a servile train of women and eunuchs. The ample leisure, 
which he acquired hy neglecting the essential duties of his high 
office, was filled by idle amusements and unprofitable studies. 
Hunting was the only active pursuit that could tempt him beyond 
the limits of the palace; but he most assiduously labored, some
times by the light of a midnight lamp, in the mechanic occupa
tions of painting and carving ; and the elegance with which he 
transcribed religious books, entitled the Roman emperor to the 
singular epithet of C'alligraphes, or a fair writer. Separated from 
the world by an impenetrable veil, Theodosius trusted the per
Sons whom he loved j he loved those who were accustomed to 
amuse and flatter his indolence; and as he never perused the 
papers that were presented for the royal signature, the acts of in
justice the most repugnant to his character were frequently perpe
trated in his name. The emperor himself was chaste, temperate, 
liberal, and merciful; but these qualities, which can only deserve 
the name of virtues when they are supported by courage and reg
Ulated by discretion, were seldom beneficial, and they sometimes 
l)roved mischievous, to mankind. His mind, enen'ated by a ~yal 
education, was oppressed and degraded by ahject superstition: 
he fasted, he sung psalms, he blindly accepted the miracles and 
doctrines with which his faith was continually nourished. Theo
dosius devoutly worshipped tlle dead and living saints of the 
Oatholic church; and he once refused to eat, till an insolent 
monk, who had cast an excommunication on his sovereign, conde
scended to heal the spiritual wound which he had inflicted. 13 

The story of a fair and virtuous maiden, exalted from a private 
condition to the Imperinl throne, might be deeI!lcd an incredible 
romance, if such a romance had not bl3en verified in the malTiage 
of Theodosius. The celebrated Athenais 14 was educated by 11er 
father Leontius in the religion and sciences of the Greeks; and so 
advantageous was the opinion which the Athenian philosopher 
entertained of his contemporaries, that he divided hia Jlatrimony 
betw~en his two sons, bequeathing to his daughter a small legacy 
of one hundred pieces of gold, in the lively confidence that her 
beauty and merit would be a sufficient portion. The jealousy and 
avarice of her brothers soon compelled Athenais to seek a refuge 
at Oonstantinople; and, with some hopes, either of justice or 
fu!or, to throw herself at the feet of Pulcheri3. That sagacious 
pnncess listened to her eloquent complaint j and secretly destined 
tho daughter of the philosopher Lcontius for the future wife of 
the Emperor of the East, who had now attained the twentieth 
year of his age. She easily excited the curiosity of her brother, 
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by an interesting picture of the charms of Athenais; large eyes, a 
well-proportioned nose, a fair complexion, golden locks, a slender 
person, a graceful demeanor, an understanding improved by study, 
and a virtue tried by distress. Theodosius, concealed behind a 
curtain in the apartment of his sister, was permitted to behold the 
Athenian virgin: the modest youth immediately declared his pure 
and honorable love; and the royal nuptials were celebrated 
amidst the acclamations of the capital and the provinces. Athe.. 
nais, who was easily persuaded to renounce the errors of Pagan· 
ism, received at her baptism the Christian name of Eudoda j but 
the cautious Pulcheria withheld the title of Augusta, till the wife 
of Theodosius had approved her fruitfulness by the birth of a 
daughter, who espoused, fifteen years afterwards, the emperor of 
the West. The brothers of Eudocia obeyed, with some anxiet.y, 
her Imperial summons; but as she could easily forgive their for
tunate unkindness, she indulged the tenderness, or perhaps the 
vanity, of a sister, by promoting them to the rank of consuls and 
prrefects. In the luxury of the palace, she still cultivated those 
ingenuous arts, which had contributed to her greatness; and 
wis~y dedicated her talents to the honor of religion, and of her 
husband. Eudocia composed a poetical paraphrase of the first 
eight books of the Old Testament, and of the prophecies of Dan
iel and Zechariah; a cento of the verses of Homer, applied to the 
life and miracles of Christ, the legend of St. Cyprian, and a pane· 
gyric on the Persian victories of Theodosius j and her writings, 
which were applauded by a servile and superstitious age, have 
not been disdained by the candor of impartial criticism. 71> The 
fondness of the emperor was not abated by time and possession; 
and Eudocia, after the marriage of her daughter, was permitted 
to discharge her grateful vows by a solemn pilgrimage to J erusa
lem. Her ostentatious progress through the East may seem in
consistent with the spirit of Christian humility: she pronounced, 
from a throne of gold and gems, an eloquent oration to the senate 
of Antioch, declared her royal int~ntion of enlarging the walls of 
the city, bestowed a donative of two hundred pounds of gold to 
restore the public baths, and accepted the statues, which were 
decreed by the gratitude of Antioch. In the Holy Land her alms 
and pious foundations exceeded the munificence of the great Hel' 
ena j and though the public treasure might be impoverished by 
this excessive liberality, she enjoyed the conscious satisfaction 01 
returning to Constantinople with the chains of St. Peter, tho 
right arm of St. Stephen, and an undoubted picture of the Virgin, 
painted by St. Luke. 76 But this pilgrimage was the fatal term 01 
the glories of Eudocia. Satiated with empty pomp, and unmind
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ful, perhapH, of her obligations to Pulcheria, she ambitiously as
pired to the government of the Eastern empire; the palace was 
distracted by female discord; but the victory was at last de
cided, by the superior a!:!cendant of the sistcr of Thcodosius. 
The execution of Paulinus, master of the offices, and the dis
grace of Cyrus, Prretorian prrefect of the East, convinced the 
public that the favor of Eudocia was insufficient to protect her 
most faithful friends; and the uncommon l.Jeauty of Paulinus 
encouraged the secret rumor, that his guilt was that of a success
ful lover. 77 As soon as the empress perceived that the affection 
of Theodosius was irretrievably lost, she requested the permission 
of retiring to the distant solitude of Jerusalem. She obtained her 
request; but the jealousy of Theodosius, or thc vindictive spirit 
of Pulcheria, pursued her in her last retreat; and Saturninus, 
count of the domestics, was directed to punish with death two 
ecclesiastics, her mo:st favored servants. Eudocia instantly re
venged them by the assassination of the count; the furious pas
sions which she indulged on this su!:!picious occasion, seemed to 
justify the severity of Theodosius; and the empress, ignomin
iously stripped of the honors of her rank,73 was disgraced, per
haps unjustly, in the eyes of the world. The remainder of the 
life of Eudocia, about sixteen years, was sp€:nt in exile and devo
tion; and the approach of age, the death of Theodosius, the mis
fortunes of her only daughter, whe was led a captive from Rome 
to Carthage, and the society of the Holy Monks of Palestine, jn
sensibly confirmed the religious temper of her mind. After a full 
experience of the vicissitudes of human life, the daughter of the 
philosopher Leontius expired, at Jerusalem, in the sixty-seventh 
year of her age; protesting, with her dying breath, that she had 
never transgressed the bounds of innocence and friendship. 19 

The gentle mind of. Theodosius was never inflamed by the am
.bition of conquest, or military renown; and the slight alarm of a 
Persian war scarcely interrupted the tranquillity of the East. The 
lnotives of this war were just and hoqorable. In the last year of 
tl~e reign of J ezdegerd, the supposed guardian of Theodosius, a 
bIshop, who aspired to the crown of martyrdom, destroyed one of 
the fire-temples of Susa. 80 His zeal and obstinacy were revenged 
?n his brethren; the :Magi excited a cruel persecution; and the 
Intolerant zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by his son Varanes, or 
~ahram, who soon afterwards ascended the throne. Some Chris
tIan fugitives, who escaped to the Roman frontier, were sternly de
lnanded, and generously refused; and the refusal, aggravated by 
commercial disputes, soon kindled a war between the rival mon
archies. The mountains of Armenia, and the plains of M&sopota
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mia, were filled with hostile armies; but the operations of two 
successive campaigns were not productive of any decisive Of 

memorable events. Some engagements were fought, some towns 
were besieged, with various and doubtful success: and if the Ro
mans failed in their attempt to recover the long-lost possession of 
Nisibis, the Persians were repulsed from the walls of a Mesopota.
mian city, by the valor of a martial bishop, who pointed his thun
dering engine in the name of St. Thomas the Apostle. Yet the 
splendid victories which the incredible speed of the messenger 
Palladius repeatedly announced to the palace of Constantinople, 
were celebrated with festivals and panegyrics. From these pane
gyrics the historians ijJ of the age might borrow their extraordi
nary, and, perhaps, fabulous tales; of the proud challenge of a 
Persian hero, who was entangled by the net, and despatched by 
the sword, of Areobindus the Goth; of the ten thousand Irnrrwr
tala, who were slain in the attack of the Roman camp; and of the 
hundred thousand Arabs, or Saracens, who were impelled by a 
panic terror to throw themselves headlong into the Euphrates. 
Such events may be disbelieved or disregarded; but the charity 
of a bishop, Acacius of Amida, whose name might have dignified 
the saintly calendar, sh~ll not be lost in oblivion. Boldly declar
ing, that vases of gold and silver are useless to a God who neither 
eats nor drinks, the generous prelate sold the plate of the church 
of Amida; employed the price in the redemption of seven thou
sand Persian captives; supplied their wants with affectionate lib
erality; and dismissed them to their native country, to inform 
their king of the true spirit of the religion which he persecuted. 
The practice of benevolence in the midst of war must always tend 
to assuage the animosity of contending nations; and I wish to 
persuade myself, that A.cacius contributed to the restoration of 
peace. In the conference which was held on the limits of the 
two empires, the Roman ambassadors degrad ed the personal char
acter of their sovereign, by a vain attempt to magnify the extent 
of his power; when they .seriously advised the Persians to pre
vent, by a timely accommodation, the wrath of a monarch, who 
was· yet ignorant of this distant war. A truce of one hundred 
years was solemnly ratified; and although the revolutions of 
Armenia might threaten the public tranquillity, the essential con~ 
ditions of this treaty were respected near fourscore years by the 
successors of Constantine and Artaxerxes. 

Since the Roman and Parthian standards first encountered on 
the banks of the Euphrates, the kingdom of Armenia'H2 was alter
nately oppressed by its formidable protectors; and in the course 
of this History, several cvem.s, which inclined the b;lLlncc of 
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peace and war, have been already related. A disgraceful treaty 
had resigned- Armenia to the ambition of Sapor; and the scale of 
Persia appeared to preponderate. But the royal race of Arsaces 
impatiently submitted to the house of Sassan; the turbulent 
nobles asserted, or betrayed, their hereditary independence; and 
the nation was still attached to the Christian princes of Oonstanti~ 
:lOple. In the beginning of the fifth ct'ntury, Armenia was 
:livided by the progress of war and faction ; 63 and the unnatural 
division precipitated the downfall of that ancient monarchy.. 
Ohosroes, the Persian vassal, reigned over the Eastern and most 
extensive portion of the country; while the Western province ac
knowledged the jurisdiction of Arsaces, and the supremacy of the 
emperor Arcadius.* After the death of Arsaces, the Romans sup
pressed the regal government, and imposed on their allies the con
dition of subjects. The military command was delegated to the 
Coun~ of the Armenian frontier; the city of Theudosiopolis 84 was 
bUIlt and fortified in a strong situation, on a fertile and lofty 
ground, near the sources of the Euplll'utes; and the dependent 
territories were ruled by five satraps, whose ~ignity was marked 
by a peculiar habit of gold and purple. The less fortunate no
bles, who 13mented the ]oss of their king, and envied the honors 
of their equals, were provoked to negotiate their peace and par
don at the Persian court; and returning, with "[heir followers, tc 
the pnlace of Artaxata, acknowledged Ohosroes t for their lawful 
sovereign. About thirty years afterwards, Artasires, the nephew 
and successor of Ohosroes, fell under the displeasure of the 
haughty and capricious nobles of Armenia; and they unanimously 
desired a Persian governor in the room of an unworthy king. 
The answer of the archbishop Isaac, whose sanction they 

• The division of Armenia, according to :M. St.1trartin, took plare much earlier, 
A.c.300. 'rhe Ea...tern or Per...ian division WIIS four time~ as large as the Western 
or Roman This par:ition touk pluco during the rei lH! of Theodosills the First, and 
Varanes (Babmm) the Fourth. St. MartlIl. Sup. tu Le Deall, iv. 429. Tht~ p, rtltion 
Was but imperfectly accomplished, as bot:1 p'lrls wpre afterwards reunited under 
ChoE'l"Oes, who p.. id tribute both to the Roman emperor and to the Per~iall king. v. 
439.-M. . 

t Chosroes, ftccording to Procopins (who calls him ArFaces the common name 
0T~ the .'\rmenian kiugs) and the Armenian writers, bequeathed to his t\\O suns, to 
Igrane~ the Persian, to Arsact"s the Roman, diviE'ion of Armenia, A.c.416. 'Vith 

the a:;t'istance of the discontented nobles the Per:,.iall king pIllel'l1 his ~on Saporon 
the throne of the Eastern division; the Western at the same time WUB united to 
t~e Roman empire, and called the Greater Armenia. It was then that TheodoBiopo
lIs Was built. Sapor abandoned the throne of Armenia to Ill'Sert his rights to that 
of PerSia: he perIshed in the struggle, and after' a period Of. anarc:hy, Bahram V., 
who had ascended the throne of Persia placed the Jast native prlllce, Ardaschir, 
~n ~C Bahram Schahponr, on the thron~ oC the.Per..ian ~ivi8ion of Armenia: St. 
I arb'.!, v. 506. This Ardaschir was the Artuslres of Gibbon.. T!1C archbIshop 
saae IS calle!! by the Armenians the Pu1.tiarch Sallag. St. Martm, 'VI. 29.-M. 
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earnestly solicited, is exprcssive of the character of a superstitious 
people. He deplored the manifest and inexcusable vices of Ar~ 
tasires; and declared, that he should not hesitate to accuse him 
before the tribunal of a Christian emperor, who would punish, 
without destroying, the sinner. "Our king, " continued Isaac, " is 
too much addicted to licentious pleasures, but he hus been puri 
tied in the holy waters Of baptism. He is a lover of women, but 
he does not adore the fire or the elements. He may deserve the 
reproach of lewdness, but he is an undoubted Catholic; and his 
faith is pure, though his manners are flagitiou~. I will never con
sent to abandon my sheep to the rage of devouring wolves; and 
you would soon repent your rash exchange of the infirmities of a 
believer, for the specious virtues of a heathen.·' !H, Exasperated 
by the firmness of Is,Lac, the factious nobles aecused both the king 
and the arehbishop as the secret adherents of the emperor; amI 
absurdly rejoiced in the sentence of condelLnation, which, after a 
partial hearing, was solemnly pronounced by Bahram himself. 
The descendants of Arsaces were degraded frem the royal dig
nity,86 which they had possessed above five hundred and sixty 
years; 87 and the dominions of the unfortunate Artasires,* under 
the new and significant appellation of Persarmenia, were reduced 
into the form of a province. This usurpation excited the jealousY 
of the Roman government; but the rising dIsputes were soon ter
minated by an amicable, though uneqt;al, partition uf the anCIent 
kingdom of Armenia: t and a territorial acquisition, which Au
gustus might have despised, reflected some lustre on the declining 
empire of the younger Theodosius. , 

CHAPTER XXXllI. 

DEATII OF IIONORIUS.-VALENTINIAN III. E~lPEROR OF TilE EAST.
AD~lINI8TRATION OF IllS MOTIIEH PLACIDIA.-...ETIUS AND BO~I
FACE.-CONQUEST OF AFRICA BY TilE VANDALS. 

DURING a long and disgraceful reign of twenty-eight year:" 
Honorius, emperor of the West, was separated from the friendshit) 
of his brother, and afterwards of his nephew, who reigned over 

* Artll.!lirc!l or Arclaqchir was probably sent to thc castle of Oblivion. St. Mal' 
tin, vi. 31.-1\1. ~ar 

t The dnration of the Armcnian kingdom, according to ~r. St. Martin, waS ogo.

year!;.-M. 
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the East; and Constantinople beheld, with apparent iudifference, 
and secret joy, the calamities of Rome. The strange adventurt's 
of Placidia 1 gradually renewed and cemented the alliance of tho 
two empires. The daughter of the great Theodosius bad been 
the captive, and tbe queen, of the Goths; she lost an affectionate 
husband; she was dragged in chains by his insulting assassin; 
she tasted the pleasure of revenge, and was exchanged, in the 
treaty of peace, for six hundred thousand measures of wheat. 
After her return from Spain to Italy, Placidia experienced a new 
persecution in the bosom of her family. She was averse to a mar
riage, which had been stipulated without her consent; and the 
brave Constantms, as a noble reward for the tyrants whom he had 
vanquished, rereived, from the hand of Honorius himself, the 
struggling and reluctant hand of the widow of Adolphus. But 
her resistance ended with the ceremony of the nuptials; nor did 
Placidia refuse to become the mother of Honoria and Valentinian 
the Third, or to assume and exercise an absolute dominion over the 
mind of her grateful husband. The generous soldier, whose time 
had hitherto been divided between social pleasure and military 
service, was taught new lessons of avarice and ambition: he ex
torted the title of Augustus; and the servant of Honorius was 
associated to the empire of the West. The death of Constantius, 
in the seventh month of Ius reign, instead of diminishing, seemed 
to increase the power of Placidia ; and the indecent familiarity I 

of her brother, which might be no more than the symptoms of a 
childish affection, were universally attributed to incestuous love. 
On a sudden, by some base intrigues of a steward and a nurse, 
this excessive fondness was converted into an irreconcilable quar
rei: the debates of the emperor and his sister were not long con
fined within the walls of the palace; and, as the Gothic sold;ers 
adhered to their queen, the city of Ravenna was agitated with 
bloody and dangerous tumults, which could only be appeased by 
the forced or voluntary retreat of Placidia and ller children. The 
royal exiles landed at Constantinople, soon after the marriage of 
Theodosius, during the festival of the Persian victories. They 
were treated with kindness and magnificence; but as the statues 
of the emperor Constantius had been rejected by the Easter.n 
Court, the title '"Of Augusta could not decently be allowed to Ins 
widow. Within a few months after the arrival of Placidia, a 
swift messenO'er announced the death of Honorius, the consequence 
of a dropsy ~ but the important secret was not divulged, till the 
necessary orders had been despatched for the march of a large 
body of troops to the sea-coast of Dalmatia. The shops and the 
gates of Constantinople remained shut during seven days; and 

R. E. ii.-I5 
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the los~ of a foreign prince, who could neither be esteemed nor 
regretted, was celebrated with loud and affected demonstrations 
of the public grief. 

'While the ministers of Constantinople deliherated. the vacant 
throne of Honorius was usurped by the ambition of a stranger. The 
name of the rebel was John j he filled the confidential office of Pri
micerius, or principal secretary j and history has attributed to his 
character more virtues, than can easily be reconciled with the viola
tion of the most sacred duty. Elated by the submission of Italy, and 
the hope of an alliance with the Huns, John presumed to insult, by 
un embassy, the majesty of the Eastern emperor j but when he 
understood that his agents had been banished, imprisoned, and 
at length chased away with deserved ignominy. John prepared to 
assert, by arms, the injustice of his claims. In such a cause, the 
grandson of the great Theodosius should have marched in person; 
but the young emperor was easily diverted, by his physicians, 
from so rash and hazardous a design j and the conduct of the 
Italian expedition was prudently intrusted to Ardaburius, and his 
son Aspar, who had already signalized their valor against the 
Persians. It was resolved, that Ardaburius, should embark with 
the infantry j whilst Aspar, at the head of the cavalry, conducted 
Placidia and her son Valentinian along the sea-coast of the Adri
atic. The march of the cavalry was performed with such active 
diligence, that they surprised, without resistance, the important 
city of Aquileia: when the hopes of Aspar were unexpectedly 
confounded by the intelligence, that a storm had dispersed the 
Imperial fleet j and that his father, with only two galleys, was 
taken and carried a prisoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this 
incident, unfortunate as it might seem, facilitated the conquest 
of Italy'. Ardaburius employed, or abused, the courteous free
dom which he was permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops 
a sense of loyalty and gratitude j and, as soon as the conspiracy 
was ripe for execution, he invited, by private messages, and 
pressed the approach of Aspar. A shepherd, whom the popular 
credulity transformed into an angel, guided the Eastern cavalry 
by a secret, and it was thought, an impassable road, through the 
morasses of the Po : the gates of Ravenna, after a short struggle. 
were thrown open j and the defenceless tyrant was delivered to 
the mercy, or rather to the cruelty, of the conquerors. His right 
hand was first cut off j and, after he had been exposed, mounted 
on an ass, to the public derision, John was beheaded in thlJ cir
cus of Aquileia. The emperor Theodosius, when he received the 
news of the victory, interrupted the horse-races j and, singillg as 
h~ marched through the streets, a suitable psalm, conducted his 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 449 

people from the Hippodrome to the church, where he spent the 
remainder of the day in grateful devotion. 3 

In a monarchy, which, according to various precedents, might 
be considered as elective, or hereditary, or patrimonia1, it was 
impossible that the intricate claims of female and collateral suc
cession should be clearly defined ; ~ and Theodosius, by the right 
of consanguinity or conquest, might have reigned the sole legiti
mate emperor of the Romans. For a moment, perhaps, his eyes 
were dazzled by the prospect of unbounded sway; but his indo
lent temper gradually acquiesced in the dictates of sound policy. 
He contented himself with the possession of the East; and wisely 
relinquished the laborious task of waging a distant and doubtful 
war against the barbarians beyond the Alps; or of securing the 
obedience of the Italians and Africans, whose minds were alien
ated by the irreconcilable difference of language and interest. In
stead of listening to the voice of ambition, Theodosius resolved 
to imitate the moderation of his grandfather, and to seat his 
cousi.n Valentinian on the throne of the West. The royal infant 
was distinguished at Constantinople by the title of Nobilissimu8: 
he was promoted, before his departure from Thessalonica, to the 
rank and dignity of Oresar; and after the conquest of Italy, the 
patrician Helion, by the authority of Theodosius, and in the 
presence of the senate, saluted Valentinian the Third by the name 
of Augustus·, and solemnly invested him with the diadem and the 
Imperial purple. & By tlle agreement of the three females who 
governed .the Roman world, the son of Placidia was betrothed to 
Eudoxia, the daughter of Theodosius and Athenais; and as soon 
as the lover and his bride had attained the age of puherty, this 
honorable alliance was faithfully accomplished. At the same 
time, as a compensation, perhaps, for the expenses of the war, 
the Western Illyricum was detached from the Italian dominions, 
and jielded to the throne of Constantinople. 6 The emperor of 
the East acquired the useful tlominion of the rich and maritime 
province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous sovereignty of Pannonia 
and Noricum, which had been filled and ravaged above twenty 
yeari by a promiscuous crowd of Huns, Ostrogoths, Vandals, and 
Bavarians. Theodosius and Valentinian continued to respect the 
ohligations of their public and domestic alliance; hut the unity 
of the Roman government was finally dissolved. Bya positive 
declaration, the validity of all future laws was limited to the 
dominions of their peculiar author; unless he slumld think prope~ 
to communicate them, subscribed with his own hand, for the ap
probation of his independent colleague. T 

Valentinian, when he received the title of Augustus, was Jlt) 
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more than six years of age; and his lung minority was intrusted 
to the guardian care of a mother, who might assert a female 
claim to the succession of the Western empire. Placidia envied, 
but she could not equal, the reputation and virtue!! of the wife 
and sister of Theodosius, the elegant genius of Eudocia, the wise 
and successful policy of Pulcheria. The mother of Valentinian 
was jealous of the power which she was incapable of exercising ; ~ 
ahe reigned twenty-five years in the name of her son; and the 
character of that unworthy emperor gradually countenanC'ed the 
suspicion, that Placidia had enervated his youth by a dissolute 
education, and studiously diverted his attention from every 
manly and honorable pursuit. Amidst the decay of military 
spirit, her armies were commanded by two generals, .LEtius 9 and 
Boniface,IO who may be deservedly named as the last of the Ro
mans. Their union might have supported a sinking empire; 
their discord was the fatal and immediate cause of the loss of 
Africa. The invasion and defeat of Attila have immortalized the 
fame of .lEtius; and though time has thrown a shade over the 
exploits of his rival, the defense of }Iarseilles, and the deliver
ance of Africa, attest the mmtary talents of Count Boniface. In 
the field of battle, in partial encounters, in single combats, he 
was still the terror of the barbarians: the clergy, and particularly 
his friend Augustin, were edified by the Christian piety which 
had once tempted him to J.'etire from the world; the people ap
plauded his spotless intebrrity; the army dreaded his equal and 
inexorable justice, which may be displayed in a very singular ex
ample. A peasant, who complained of the criminal intimacy be
tween his wife and a Gothic soldier, was directed to attend his 
tribunal the following day: in the evening the count, who had 
diligently informed himself of the time and place of the assigna
tion, mounted his horse, rode ten miles into the country, sur
prised the guilty couple, punished the soldier with instant death, 
and silenced the complaints of the husband by presenting him, 
the next morning, with the head of the adulterer. 1'he abilities 
of .£tius and Boniface might have been usefully employed against 
th~ public enemies in separate and important commands; but the 
experience of their past conduct should have decided the real fa
vor and confidence of the empress Placidia. In the melancholy 
season of her exile and distress, Boniface alone had maintained 
her cause with unshaken fidelity: and the troops and treasures 
of Africa had essentially contributed to extinguish .the rebellion. 
The same rebellion had been supported by the zeal and activity of 
JEtius, who brought an army of sixty thousand Huns from the 
Danube to the confines of Italy, for the service vi the usurper. 
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The untimely death of John compelled him to accept an advan
tageous treaty; but he still continued the subject and the soldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a secret, perhaps a treasonable, cor
respondence with his barbarian allies, whose retreat had been 
purchased by liberal gifts, and more liberal promises. But JEtius 
possessed an advantage of singular moment in a female reign; he 
was present: he besieged, with artful and assiduous flattery, the 
palace of Ravenna; disguised his dark designs with the mask of 
loyalty and friendship; and at length deceived both his mistress 
and hi!,) absent rival, by a subtle conspiracy, which a weak woman 
and a brave man could not easily suspect. He had secretly per
suaded 11 Placidia· to recall Boniface from the government of Af
lica; he secretly advised Boniface to disobey the Imperial sum
mons: to the one, he represented the order as a sentence of death; 
to the other he stated the refusal as a signal of revolt; and when 
the credulous and unsuspectful count had armed the province in 
his defence, lEtius .applauded his sagacity in foreseeing the re
bellion, which his own perfidy had excited. A temperate in
quiry into the real motives of Boniface would have restored a 
faithful servant to his duty and to the republic; but the arts of 
..tEtius still continued to betray and to inflame, and the count was 
urged, by persecution, to embrace the most desperate counsels. 
The success with which he eluded or repelled the first attacks 
could not inspire a vain confidence, that at the head of some loose, 
disorderly Africans, he should be able to withstand the regular 
forces of the West, commanded by a rival, whose military char
acter it was impossible for him to despise. After some hesita
tion, the last struggles of prudence and loyalty, Boniface des
patched a trusty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, of 
Gonderic, king of the Vandals, with the proposal of a strict cUi
ance, and the offer of an advantageous and perpetual settlement. 

After the retreat of the Goths, the authority of Honorim, had 
obtained a precarious establishment in Spain; except only in the 
province of Ga11icia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had forti
fied their camps, in mutual discord and hostile independence. 
The Vandals prevailed; and their adversarif)s were besieged in 
the N ervasian hills, between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach 
of Count Asterius compelled, or rather provoked, the victorious 
barbarians to remove the scene of the war to the plains of Bootica. 
The rapid progress of the Vandals soon required a more effectual 
opposition; and the master-general Castinus marched against 
~hem with a numerous army of Romans and Goths. Vanquished 
In battle by an inferior enemy, Castinus fled with dishonor to 
Tarragona; and this mem_orable defeat, which has been represented 
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as the punishment, was most probably the effect, of bis rasn pre. 
sumption. 12 Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or rather 
the prey, of the ferocious conquerors j and the vessels which they 
found in the harbor of Carthagena might easily transport them 
tG the Isles of Majorca and :lIinorca, where the Spanish fugitives, 
as in a secure recess, had vainly concealed their families and 
their fortunes. T!lC experjence of navigation, and perhaps the 
prospect of Africa, encouraged the Vand.lls to accept the invita

'tion which they received from Count Boniface j and. the death of 
Gonderic served only to forward and animate the bold enterprise. 
In the room of a prince not conspicuous for any superior powers 
of the mind or body, they acquired his bastard brother, the terri
ble Genseric ; 13 a name, which, in the de:suuction of the Roman 
empire, has deserved an equal rank with the names of Alaric and 
Attila. The king of the Vandals is described to have been of a 
middle stature, with a lameIicss in one leg, which he had con
tracted by an accidental fall from his horse. His slow and cau
tious speech seldom declared the deep purposes of his soul j he 
disdained to imitate the luxury of the vanquished j but he in
dulged the sterner passions of anger and revenge. The ambition 
of Genseric was without bounds and without scruples j and the 
warrior could dexterously employ the dark engines of policy to 
solicit the allies who might be useful to his success, or to scatter 
among his enemies the seeds of hatred and contention. Almost 
in the moment of his departure, he was informed tha.t Hermanric, 
king of the Sue vi, had presumed to rava.ge the Spanish territories, 
which he was resolved to abandon. Impatient of the insult, 
Genseric pursued the hasty retreat of the Suevi as far as .'Merida ; 
precipitated the king and his army into the River Anas, and 
calmly returned to the sea-shore to embark his victorious troops. 
1'he vessels which transported the Vandals over the modern 
Straits of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in breadth, were 
furnished by the Spaniards, who anxiously wished their dep~rt
urc; and by the African general, who had implored their forml
dable assistance. 14 

Our fancy, so long accustomed 'to exaggerate and multiply the 
martial swarms of barbarians, that seemed to issue from the 
North, will perhaps be surprised by the account of the army 
which Genseric mustered on the coast of ~Iauritania. The Van
dals, who, in twenty years, had penetrated from the Elbe to 
Mount Atlas, were united under the command of their warlike 
king j and he reigned with equal authority over the Alani, who 
had passed, within the term of human life, from the cold of Scy
thia to the excessive heat of an African climate. The hopes of 

http:sumption.12
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the bold enterprise had excited many brave adventurers of 
the Gothic nation ; and many desperate provincials were tempted 
to repair their fortunes by the same means which had occa
sioned their ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted only 
to fifty thousand efiectiYe men; and though Genseric artfully 
magnified hig apparent strength, by appointing eighty cltiliaJ'chs, 
or commanders of thousands, the fallacious increase of old men, 
of children, and of slaves, would scarcely have swelled his army 
to the number of fourscore thousand persons.)5 -But his own dex
terity and the discontents of Africa, soon fortified the Vandal 
powers, by the accession of numerous and active allies. The parts 
of :Mauritania which border on the Great Desert and the Atlantic 
Ocean, were filled with a fierce and untractable race of men, whose 
savage temper had been exasperated, rather than reclaimed, by 
their dread of the Roman arms. The wandering Moors,)6 as they 
gradually ventured to approach the sea-shore, and the camp of 
the Vandals, must have viewed with terror and astonishment the 
dress, the armor, the martial pride and discipline, of the un
known strangers who had landed on their coast; and the fair 
complexions of the blue-eyed warriors of Germany formed a 
very singular contrast with the swarthy or olive hue which is de
rived from the neighborhood of the torrid zone. After the first 
difficulties had in Rome measure been removed, w hic11 arose from 
the mutual ignorance of their respective language, the :Moors, re
gardless Df any future consequence, embraced the alliance of the 
enemies of Rome; and a crowd of naked savages rushed from 
the woods and valleys of Mount Atlas, to satiate their revenge on 
the polished tyrants, who had injuriously expelled them from the 
native sovereignty of the land. _ 

The persecution of the Donatists 11 was an event not less favora
ble to the designs of Genseric. Seventeen yenrs before he landed 
in Africa, a public conference was held at Carthage, by the Older 
of the magistrate. The Catholics were satisfied, that, after the 
invincible reasons which they had alleged, the obstinacy of the 
schismatics must be inexcusable and voluntary; and the emperor 
Honorius was persuaded to inflict the most rigorous penalties on 
a faction which had so long abused his patience and clemency. 
Three hundred bishops,13 . with many thousands of the inferior 
e.lergy, were torn from their churches, stripped of their ecclesias
tIcal "{lossessions, banished to the islands, anel proscribed by the 
laws, If they presumed to conceal themselves in the provinces of 
Africa. Their numerous congregations, both in cities and in the 
c?untry, were deprived of the rigltts of citizens, and of the exer
CIse of religious worship. A regular scale of fines, irom ten to 
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two hundred pounds of silver, was curiously ascertained, accord. 
ing to the distinctions of rank and fortune, to punish the crime of 
assisting at a schismatic conventicle; and if the fine had been 
levied five times, without subduing the obstinacy of the offender, 
his future punishment was referred to the discretion of the Im
perial court.l~ By these severities, which obtained the warmest 
approbatiOI1 of St. Augustin,20 great numbers of Donatists were 
reconciled to the Catholic church: but the fanatics, who still 
persevered in their opposition, were provoked to madness and de
spair; the distracted country was filled with tumult and blood
shed; the armed troops of Circumcellions alternately pointed 
their rage against themselves, or against their adversaries; and 
the calennar of martyrs received on both sides a considerable 
augmentation. III Under these circulUBtances, Genseric, a Chris
tian, but an enemy of the orthodox communion, showed himself 
to the Donatists as a powerful deli verer, from whom they might 
reasonably expect the repeal of the odious and oppressive edicts 
of the Roman emperors. 22 The conquest of Africa was facilitated 
by the active zeal, or the secret favor, of a domestic faction; the 
wanton outrages against the churches and the clergy, of which the 
Vandals are accused, may be fairly imputed to the fanaticism of 
theil.' allies j and the intolerant spirit which disgraced the trI
umph of Christianity, contributed to the loss of the most)mpor. 
tant province of the West. 23 

The court and the people were astonished by the strange intelli
gence, that a virtuous hero, after so many favors, and so many 
services, had renounced his allegiance, and invited the barbarians 
to destroy the province intrusted to his command. The friends 
of Boniface, who still believed that his criminal behavior might 
be excused by some honorable motive, solicited, during the ab
sence of JEHus, a free conference with the Count of Africa; and 
Darius, an officer of high distinction, was named for the impor
tant embassy.24 In their first interview at Carthage, the imagi
nary provocations were mutualiy explained; the opposite letters 
of ~tius were produced and compared j and the fraud was easily 
detected. Placidia and Boniface lamented their fatal error; and 
the count had sufficient magnanimity to confide in the forgiveness 
of his sovereign, or to expose his head to her future resentment. 
His repentance was fervent and sincere; but he soon discovered 
that it was no longer in his power to restore the edifice which he 
had shaken to its foundations. Carthage and the Roman garri
!lons returned with their general to the allegiance' of Valentmian ; 
but the rest of Africa was still distracted with war and faction; 
and the inexorable king of the Vandals, disdaining all terms of 
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accommodation, sternly refused to relinquish the possession of 
his prey. The band of veterans who marched under the standard 
of Boniface, and his hasty levies of provincial troops, were de
feated with considerable loss j the victorious barbarians insulted 
the open country j and Carthage, Corta, and Hippo Hegius, were 
the only cities that appeared to rise above the general inundation. 

The long and narrow tract of the African coast was filled with 
frequent monuments of Roman art and magnificence; and the 
respective degrees of improv~ment might be accurately measured 
by the distance from Carthage and the :Mediterranean. A simple 
reflection will impress every thinking mind with the clearest idea 
of fertility and cultivation: the country was extremely populous; 
the inhabitants reserved a liberal subsistence for their own use; 
and the annual exportation, particularly of wheat, was so regular 
and plentiful, that Africa deserved the name of the common 
granary of Rome and of mankind. On a sudden the seven fruit
ful provinces, from Tangier to Tripoli, WHe overwllelmed by the 
invasion of the Vandals; whose destructive rage has perhaps 
been exaggerated by popular animosity, religious zeal, and ex
travagant declamation. 'Var, in its fairest form, implies a per
petual violation of humanity and justice; and the hostilities of 
barbarians are inflamed by the fierce and lawless spirit w11ich in
cessantly disturbs their peaceful and domestic society. The Van~ 
daIs, where they found resistance, seldom gave quarter; and the 
deaths of their valiant countrymen were expiated by the ruin of 
the cities under whose walls they had f311en. Careless of the dis
tinctions of age, or sex, or rank, they employed every species of 
indignity and torture, to force from the captives a discovery of 
their hidden wealth. The stern policy of Genseric justified his 
frequent examples of military execution: he was n0t always the 
master of his own passions, or of those of his followers; and the 
calamities of war were aggravated by the licentiousness of the 
Moors, and the fanaticism of the Donatists. Yet I shall not easily 
be persuaded, that it was the common practice of the Vandals to 
extirpate the olives, and other fruit trees, of a country where 
they intended to settle: nor can I believe that it was a usual 
stratagem to slaughter great numbers of their prisoners before 
the walls of a besieged city, for the sole purpose of infecting the 
aIr, and producing a pestilence, of which they themselves must 
have been the first victims. ~r. 

The generous mind of Count Boniface was tortured by the ex, 
quisite distress of beholding the ruin which he had occasioned, 
and whose rapid progress he was unable to check. After tho 
loss of a battle. he retired into Hippo Regius, where he was im· 
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mediately besieged by an enemy, who considered him as the real 
bulwark of Africa. The maritime colony of Hippo,26 about two 
hundred miles westward of Carthage, had formerly acquired the 
distinguishing epithet of Regius, from the residence of Numidian 
kings; and some remains of trade and populousness still adhere 
t.'l the modern city, which is known in Europe by the corrupted 
(tme of Bona. The military labors, and anxious reflections, of 
Jount Boniface, were alleviated by the edifying conversation of 
!lis friend St. Augustin i ~7 till that bishop, the light and pillar of 
the Catholic church, was gently released, in the third month of 
the siege, and in the seventy-sixth year of his age, from the ac
tual and the impending calamities of his country. The youth of 
Augustin had been stained by the vices and errors which he so 
ingenuously confesses i but from the moment of his conversion to 
that of his death, the manners of the bishop of Hippo were pure 
and austere : and the most conspicuous of his virtues was an ar
dent zeal against heretics of every denomination; the ltlanichreans, 
the Donatists, and the Pelagians, against whom he waged a per
petual controversy. When the city, some months after his death, 
was burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately saved, 
which contained his voluminous writings; two hundred and 
thirty-two separate books or treatises on theological subjects, be~ 
sides a complete exposition of the psalter and the gospel, and a 
copious magazine of epistles and homilies. 28 According to the 
judgment of the .most impartial critics, the superficial learning of 
Augustin was confined to the Latin Janguage; 29 and his style, 
though sometimes animated by the eloquence of pa&>ion, is 
usually clouded by false and affected rhetoric. But he possessed 
a strong, capacious, argumentative mind; he boldly sounded the 
dark abyss of grace,' predestination, free will, and original sin; 
and the rigid system of Christianity which he framed or re
stored, so has been entertained, with public applause, and secret 
reluctance, by the Latin church. 31 

By the skill of Boniface, and perhaps by the ignorance of the 
Vandals, the siege of Hippo w~s protracted above fourteen 
months: the sea was continually open; and when the adjacent 
country had been. exhausted by irregular rapine, the besiegers 
themselves were compelled by famine to relinquish their enter· 
prise. The importance and danger of Africa were deeply fehi 
by the regent of the \Vcst. Pla.cidia implored the, assistance of 
her eastern ally; and the Italian fleet and army were re-enforced 
by Asper, who sailed from Constantinople with a powerful arma
ment. As soon as the force of the two empires was united under 
the command of Boniface. I»J boldly. marched against the Van
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da1s; and the loss of a second battle irretrievably decided the 
fate of AfriCa. He embarked with the precipitation of despair; 
and the people of Hippo were permitted, with their families and 
effects, to occupy the vacant place of the soldi~rs, the greatest 
part of whom were either slain or made prisoners by the Vandals. 
The count, whose fatal credulity had wounded the vitals of the 
republic, might enter the palace of Ravenna with some anxiety, 
which was soon removed by the smiles of Pladdia. Boniface 
accepted with gratitude the rank of patrician, and the dignity of 
master-general of the Roman armies; but he must have blushed 
at the sight of those medals, in which he was represented with 
the name and attributes of victory. 32 The discovery of his 
fraud, the displeasure of the empress, and the distinguished fa
vor of his rival, exasperated the haughty and perfidious soul of 
lEtius. He hastily returned from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, 
"r rather with an army, of barbarian followers; and such was the 
weakness of the government, that the two generals deeided their 
private quarrel in a bloody battle. Boniface was successful; but he 
received in the conflict a mortal wound from the spear of his ad
versary, of which he expired within a f~w days, in such Chris
tian and charitable sentiments, that he exhorted his wife, a rich 
heiress of Spain, to accept lEtius for her second husband. But 
lEtius could not derive any immediate advantage from the gen
erosity of his dying (;nemy: he was proclaimed a rebel by the 
justice of Placidia; and though he attempted to defend some 
strong fortresses, erected on his patrimonial estate, the Imperial 
power soon compelled him to retire into Pannonia, to the tents of 
his faithful Huns. The republic was deprived, by their mutual 
discord, of the service of her two most illustrious champions. 33 

It might naturally be expected, after the retreat of Boniface, 
that the Vandals would achieve, without resistance or delay, the 
conquest of Africa. Eight years, however, elapsed, from the 
evacuation of Hippo to the reduction of Carthage. In the midst 
of that interval, the ambitious Genseric, in the full tide of appa
rent prosperity, negotiated a treaty of peace, by which he gave his 
son Hunneric for a hostage; and consented to leave the Western 
emperor in the undisturbed possession of the three 1t'Iauritanias. 3 

' 

This moderat!on, which cannot be imputed to the justice, must 
be ascribed to the policy. oi the conqueror. His throne was en
compassed with domestic enemies, who accused the baseness of 
his birth, and asserted the legitimate claims uf his nepllews, the 
sons of Gonderic. 'rhose nephews, indeed, he sacrificed to his 
safety; and their mother, the widow of the deceased king, was 
precipitated, by his order, into the River Ampsaga. But the pub
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lie discontent burst forth in dangerous and frequent conspirs
cies; and the warlike tyrant is supposed to have shed more Van
dal blood by the hand of the executioner, than in the field of bat.. 
tIe. 3~ The convulsions of Africa, which had favored his attack, 
opposed the firm estahlishment of his power; and the various 
seditions of the :Moors and Germans, the Donatists and Catholics, 
continually disturbed, or threatened, the unsettled reign of the 
conqueror. As he advanced towards Carthage, he was forced to 
withdraw his troOp3 from the Western provinces; the Sea-coast 
was exposed to the naval enterprises of the Rl)mans of Spain and 
Italy; and, in the heart of Numidia, the strong inland city of 
Corta stiU persisted in obstinate independence. 36 1'hese difficul 
ties were gradually subdued by the spirit, the perSeVti'ance, and 
the cruelty of Genseric; who alternately applied the arts of peace 
and war to the establishment of his African kingdom. He sub
scribed a solemn treaty, with the hope of deriving some advan
tage from the term of its continuance, and the moment of its vio
lation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed by the protesta
tions of friendship, which concealed his hostile approach; and 
Carthage was at length surprised by the Vandals, nve hundred 
and eighty-five years after the destruction of the city and republic 
by the younger Scipio. '1 

A new city had arisen from its ruins, with the title of a colony; 
and though Carthage might yield to the royal prerogatives of 
Constantinople, and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
splendor of Antioch, she still maintained the second rank in the 
West; as the Rome (if we may use the style of contemporaries) of 
the African world. TIMt wealthy and opulent metropolis 38 dis
played, in a dependent condition, the image of a flourishing repuh
lie. Carthage contained the manufactures, the arms, and the 
treasures of the six provinces. A regular subordination of civIl 
honors, gradually ascended from the procurators of the streets 
and quarters of the city, to the tribunal of the supreme magis.
trate, who, with the title of proconsul, represented the state and 
dignity of 11. consul of ancient Rome. Schools and gymnasia were 
instituted for the education of the Afdcan youth; and the liberal 
arts and manners, grammar, rhetoric, and philosophy, were pub
licly taught in the Greek and Latin languages. The buildings of 
Carthage were uniform and magnificent: a shady grove wa~ 
planted in the midst of the capital; the new port, a secure and 
capacious harbor, was subservient to the commercial industry ot 
citizens and strangers; and the splendid games of the circus and 
theatre were exhibited almost in the presence of the barbarians. 
The reputation of the Carthaginians was not equal to that of thciJ 
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country, and the reproach of Punic faith still adhered to theit 
imbtle and faithless character. 39 The habits of trade, f..nd the 
abuse of luxury, had corrupted their manners; l-ut their impious 
contemp"v of monks, and the shameless practice of unnatural lusts, 
are the two abominations which excite the pious vehemence of 
Salvian, the preacher Of the age. 40 The king of the Vandals 
severely reformed the vices of a voluptuous people; and the an· 
cient, noble, ingenuous freedom of Carthage (these expressions 
of Victor are not without energy) was reduced by Genseric into a 
state of ignominious servitude. After he had permitted hislicen
tlous troops to sati:;tte their rage and avarice, he instituted a more 
regular system of rapine and oppression. An edict was promul
gated, which enjoined all persons, without fraud or delay, to de
liver their gold, silver, jewels, and valuable furniture or apparel, 
to the royal officers; and the attempt to secrete any part of their 
patrimony was inexorably punished with death and torture, as an 
act of treason against the state. The lands of the proconsular 
province, which formed the immediate district of Carthage, were 
accurately measured, aDd divided among the barbarians; and the 
conqueror reserved for his peculiar domain the fertile territory of 
Byzacium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and Getulia. 41 

It was natural enough that Genseric should hate those whom he 
had injured: the nobility and senators of Carthage were exposed 
to his jealousy and res~ntment; and all those who refused the 
ignominious terms, which their honor and religion forbade them 
to accept, were compelled by the Arian tyrant to embrace the 
condition of perpetual banishment. Rome, Italy, and the prov
inces of the East, were filled with a crowd of exiles, of fugitives, 
and of ingenuous captives, who solicited the public compassio~ ; 
and the benevolent epistles of T}Ieodoret still preserve the names 
and misfortunes of Crelestian and Maria.42 The Syrian bishop 
deplores the misfortunes of Crelestian, who, from the state of a 
noble and opulent senator of Carthage, was reduced, with his wife 
and family, and servants, to beg his bread in a foreign country; 
but he applauds the resignation of the Christian exile, and the 
philosophic temper, which, under the pressure of such calamities, 
eould enjoy more real happiness than was the ordinary lot of 
wealth and prosperity. The story of l\Iaria, the daughter of the 
magnificent Eudremon, is singular and interesting. In tht'! sack 
of Carthage, she was purchased from the Vandals by some mer
chants of Syria, who afterwards sold her as a slave in their native 
country. A female attendant, transported in the same ship, and 
Bold in the same family, still continued to respect a mistress whom 
fortune had reduced to the common !Bvel of servitude; and the. 
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daughter of Eudremon received from her grateful affection the 
domestic services which she had once required from her obedi
ence. This remarkable behavior divulged the real condition of 
}Iaria, who, in the absence of the bishop of Cyrrhus, was re
deemed from slavery by the generosity of some soldiers of. the 
garrison. The liberality of Theodoret provided for her decent 
maintenance ; and she passed ten months among the deaconesses 
of the church; till she was unexpectedly informed, that her 
father, who had escaped from the ruin of Carthage, exercised an 
honorable office in one of the Western provinces. Her filiallmpa
tience was seconded by the pious bishop: Theodoret, in a letter 
still extant, recommends Maria to the bishop of 1Egre, a maritime 
city of Cilicia, which was frequented, during the annual fair, by 
the vessels of the West; most earnestly requesting, that his col· 
league would use the maiden with a tenderness suitable to her 
birth; and that he would intrust her to the care of such faithful 
merchants; as would esteem it a sufficient gain, if they restored a 
daughter, lost beyond all human hope, to the arms of her afflicted 
parent. 

Among the insipid legends of ecclesiastical history, I am 
tempted to distinguish the memorable fate of the SEVEN SLEEP
EUS ; n whose imaginary date corresponds with the reign of the 
younger Theodosius, and the conquest of Africa by the Vandals. U 

When the emperor Decius persecuted the Christians, seven noble 
youths of Ephesus concealed themselves in a spacious cavern in 
the side of an adjacent mountain; where they were doomed tQ 
perish by the tyrant, who gave orders that the entrance should be 
firmly secured with a pile of huge stones. They immediately fell 
into a deep slumber, which was miraculously prolonged, without 
injuring the powers of life, duri!lg a period of one hundred and 
eighty-seven years. At the end of that time, the slaves of Ado· 
lius, to whom the inheritance of the mountain had descended, 
removed the stones to supply materials for some rustic edifice: 
the Hght of the sun darted into the cavern, and the Seven Sleep
ers were permitted to awake. After a slumber, as they thought 
of a few hours, they were pressed by the calls of hunger; and re· 
solved that Jamblichus, one of their number, should secretly 
return to the city to purchase bread for the use of his com pan· 
ions. The youth (if we may still employ that appellation) could 
no longer recognize the once familiar aspect of his native country; 
and his surprise was increased by the appearance of a large cross, 
triumphantly erected over the principal gate of Ephesus. His 
singular dress, and obsolete language, confounded the baker, to 
whom he offered an ancient medal of Decius as the current coin of 
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the empire; and Jamblichus, on the suspicion of a secret treas· 
ure, was dragged before the judge. Their mutual inquides pr(). 
duced the amazing discovery, that two centuries were almost 
elapsed since Jamblichus and his friends had escaped from the 
rage of a Pagan tyrant. The bishop of .Ephesus, the clergy, the 
magistrates, the people, and, as it is said, the emperor Theodosius 
himself, hastened to visit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers; who 
bestowed their benediction, related their story, and at the same 
instant peaceably expired. The origin of this marvellous fable 
cannot be ascribed to the pious fraud and credulity of the modern 
Greeks, since the authentic tradition may be traced within half a 
century of the supposed miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian 
bishop, who was born only two years after the death of the 
younger Theodosius, has devoted one of his two hundred and 
thirty homilies to the praise of the young men of Ephesus. n 
Their legend, before the end of the sixth century, was translated 
from the Syriac into the Latin language, by the care of Gregory 
of Tours. The hostile communions of the East preserve their 
memory with equal reverence; and their names are honorably in· 
scribed in the Roman, the Abyssinian, and the Russian calendar. 411 

Nor has their reputation been confined to the Christian world. 
This popular tale, which :Mahomet might learn when he drove his 
camels to the fairs of Syria, is introduced, as a divine revelation, 
into the Koran.41 The story of the Seven Sleepers has been 
adopted and adorned by the nations, from Bengal to Africa, who 
profess the Mahometan religion; .8 and some vestiges of a similar 
tradition have been discovered in the remote extremities of Scan
dinavia. 4~ This easy and univerMal belief, so expressive of the 
sense of mankind, may be ascribed to the genuine merit of the 
fable itself. We imperceptibly advance from youth to age,' ",ith
out observing the gradual, but incessant, change of human affairs; 
and even in our larger experience of history, the imagination is 
accustomed, by a perpetual series of causes and effects, to unite 
the most distant revolutions. But if the interval betweeUlttwo 
memorable reras could be instantly annihilated ; if it were possi
ble, after a momentary slumber of two hundred years, to display 
the new world to the eyes of a spectator, who still retained a lively 
and recent impression of the old, his !;)urprise and his reflections 
would furnish the pleasing subject of a philosophical romance. 
The scene could not be more advantageously placed, than in the 
two centuries which elapsed between the reigns of Decius and of 
Theodosius the Younger. During this period, the seat of govern· 
ment had been transported from Rome to a new city on the banks 
of the Thracian Bosphorus; and the abuse of military spirit had 
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been suppressed by an- artificial system of tame and ceremonious 
Ilervitude. The throne of the persecuting Decills was filled by a 
succession of Christian and orthodox princes, who had extirpa~ 
ted the fabulous gods of antiquity: and the public devotion of 
the age was impatient to exalt the saints and martyrs of the Cath~ 
olic church, on the altars of Diana and Hercnles. The- union of 
the Homan empire was dissolved; its genius was humbled in the 
dust; and armies of unknown barbarians, issuing from the frozen 
regions of the North, had established their victorious reign ove)' 
the fairest provinces of Europe and Africa. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

i'HE CHARACTER, CONQUESTS, AND COURT OF ATTILA, KING OP 
THE HUNS.-DEATII OF TIIEODOSIUS THE YOUNGER.-ELEVATION 
OF MARCIAN TO THE EMPIRE OF THE EAST. 

THE Western world was oppressed by the Goths and Vandals, 
who fled before the Huns; but the achievements of the Huns 
themselves were not adequate to their power and prosperity. 
Their victorious hordes had spread from the Volga to the Dan
ube ; but the public force was exhausted by the discord of inde
pendent chieftains; their valor was idly consumed in obscure and 
predatory excursions; and they often degraded their national 
dignity, by condescending, for the hopes of spoil, to enlist under 
the banners of their fugitive enemies. In the reign of ATTJLA,l 
the Huns again became the terror of the world; and I shall now 
describe the character and actions of that formidable barbarian; 
who alternately insulted and invaded the East and the West, and 
urged the rapid downfall of the Roman empire. 

In-the tide of emigration which impetuously rolled from the 
confines of China to those of Germany, the most powerful and 
populous tribes may commonly be found on the verge of the Ru. 
man provinces. The accumulated weight was sustained for a 
while by artificial baniers ;. and the easy condescension of the em
perors invited, without satisfying. the insolent demands of the 
barbar~ans, who had acquired an eager appetite for the luxuries of 
civilized life. The Hungarians, who ambitiously insert "the name 
of Attila among their native kings, may affirm with truth, that the 
hordes, which were subject to his uncle Rons, or Rugilas, had 
formed their encampm6nts within the limits of modern Hungary,S 
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'in a fertile country, which liberally supplied the wants of a nation 
of hunters and shepherds. In this advantageous situation, Rugi. 
las, and his valiant brothers, who continually added to their 
power and reputation, commanded the alternative of peace or war 
with the two empires. His alliance with the Romans of the West 
was cemented by his personal friendship for the great .iEtius ; 
who was always secure of finding, in the barbarian camp, a hospita
ble reception and a powerful support. At his solicitation, and in 
the name of John the usurper, sixty thousand Huns advanced to 
the confines of Italy; their march and their retreat were alike ex
pensive to the state; and the grateful policy of .LEtius abandoned 
the possession of Pannonia to his faithful confederates. The Ro. 
mans of the East were not less apprehensive of the arms of Rugi. 
las, which threatened the provinces, or even the capital. Some 
ecclesiastical historians have destroyed the barbarians with light
ning and pestilence; S but Theodosius .was reduced to the more 
humble expedient of stipulating an annual payment of three hun· 
dred and fifty pounds of gold, and of disguising this dishonorable 
tribute by the title of general, which the king of the Huns conde
scended to accept. The public tranquillity was frequently inter

• rupted by the fierce impatience of the barbarians, and the perfidi. 
ous intrigues of the Byzantine court. Four dependent nations, 
among whom we may distinguish the Bavarians, disclaimed the 
sovereignty of the Huns; and their revolt was encouraged and 
protected by a Roman alliance j till the just claims, and formida
ble power, of Rugilas, were effectually urged by the voice of 
Eslaw his ambassador. Peace was the unanimous wish of the sen
ate: their decree was ratified by the emperor; and two ambassa. 
Uors were named, Plinthas, a general of Scythian extraction, but 
of consular rank j and the qurestor Epigenes, a wise and experi
enced statesman, who was . recommended to that office by hls am.. 
,\>itious colleague. 

The death of Rugilas suspended the progress of the treaty. 
His two nephews, Attila and BIeda, who succeeded to the throne 
of theiJ: uncle, consented to a personal interview with the ambas
ladors of Constantinople; but, as they proudly refused to dis. 
mount, the business was transacted on horseback, in a spacious 
plain near the city of ~Iargus, in the U pper ~frosia. The kings of 
the Huns assumed the solid benefits, as well as the vain honors, of 
the negotiation. They dictated the conditions of peace, and each 
condition was an insult on the majesty of the empire. Besides 
the freedom of a safe and plentiful market on the banks of the 
Danube, they required that the annual contribution should be 
augmented from three bundred and fifty to seven hundred pounds 
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of gahl i that u f!ne or ran Rom of eight pieces of gold should b~ 
paid for every Roman captive who had escaped from his barba
rian master j that the emperor should renounce all treaties and 
engagements with the enemies of the Huns; and that all the 
fugitives who had taken refuge in the court 01' provinces of Theo
dosius, sl)(Juld be delivered to the justice of their offended sover~ 
eign. This justice was rigorously inflicted on some unfortunate 
youths of a royal race. They were crucified on the territories of 
the empire, by the command of Attila: and as soon as the king of 
the Huns had impressed the Romans with the terror of his name, 
he indulged them in a short and arbitrary respite, whilst he sub
dued the rebellious or independent nations of Scythia and Ger. 
many.· 

Attila, the son of Mundzuk, deduced his. noble, perhaps his 
regal, descent D from the ancient Huns, who had formerly con
tended with the monarchs of China. His feature a, according to 
the observation of a Gothic historian, bore the stamp of his 
national origin; and the portrait of Attila exhibits the genuine 
deformity of a modern Calmuck ; 1\ a large head, a swarthy com
plexion, sruaU, deep-seated eyes, a fiat nose, a few hairs in the 
place of a beard, broad shoulders, and a short square body, of' 
nervous strength, though of a disproportioned form. The 
haughty step and demeanor of the king of the Huns expressed 
the consciousness of his superiority above the rest of mankind; 
and he had the custom of fiercely rolling his eyes, as if he wished 
to enjoy the terror which he inspired. Yet this savage hero was 
not inaccessible to pity j his suppliant enemies might confide in 
the assurance of peace or pardon j and Attila was considered by 
his subjects as a just and indulgent master. H~ delighted in 
war; but, after he had ascended the throne in a mature age, his 
head, rather than his hand, achieved the conquest of the North; 
and the fame of an adventurous soldier was usefully exchanged 
for that of a prudent and successful general. The efiects of per
sonal valor are so inconsiderable. except in poetry or romance, 
that victory, even among the barbarians, must depend on the de
gree of skill with which the passions of the multitude are com, 
bined and guided for the service of a single man. The Scythiau 
conquerors, Attila and Zingis, surpassed their rude countrymen in 
art rather than in courage; and it may b0 observed that the mon~ 
archies, both of the Huns and (If the l\foguls, were erected b$ 
their founders on the basis of popular superstition. The miracu.. 
lous conception, which fraud and credulity ascribed to the virgin 
mother of Zingis, raised him above the level of human nature; 
and the naked prophet. who ill the name of the Deity invested 
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him with the empire of the eartll, pointed the valor of the Mogu)s 
with irresistible enthusiasm. 7 The religious arts of Attila were 
not less skilfully adapted to the character of his age and country. 
It was natural enough that the Scythians should adore, with pecu
liar devotion, the god of war; but as they were incapable of 
forming either an abstract idea, or a corporeal representation, 
they worshipped their tutelar deity under the symbol of an iron 
cimeter.8 One of the shepherds of the Huns perceived, that a 
heifer, who was grazing, had wounded llerself in the foot, and 
curiously followed the track of the blood, till he discovered, 
among the long grass, the point of an ancient sword, which he 
dug out of the ground and presented to Attila. That magnani
mous, or rather that artful, prince accepted, with pious gratitude, 
this celestial favor; and, as the rightful possessor of the mord oj 
Mars, asserted his divine and indefeasible claim to the dominion 
of the earth. 9 If the rites of Scythia were practised on this sol
emn occasion, a lofty altar, or rather pile of fagots, three hundred 
yards in length and in breadth, was raised in a spacious plain ; 
and the sword of Mars, was placed erect on the summit of this 
rustic altar, which was annually consecrated by the blood of 
sheep, horses, and of the hundredth captive. 10 Whether human 
~acrifices formed any part of the worship of Attila, or whether he 
propitiated the god of war with the victims which he continually 
offereil in the field of battle, the favorite of Mars soon acquired a 
sacred character, which rendered his conquests more easy and 
more permanent; and the barbarian princes confessed, in the lan
guage of devotion or flattery, that they could not presume to 
gaze, with a steady eye, on the divine majesty of the king of the 
Huns. ll His brother BIeda, who reigned over a considerable part 
of the nation, was compelled to resign his sceptre and his life. 
Yet even this cruel act was attributed to a supernatural impulse; 
and the vigor with which Attila wielded the sword of Mars; con
vinced the world that it had been reserved alone for his invincible 
arm. l~ But the extent of his empire affords the only remaining 
~vidence of the number and importance of his victories; and the 
Scythian monarch, however ignorant of the value of science and 
phil?sophy, might perhaps lament t~ut his illiterate subjects. were 
destItute of the art which could perpetuate the memory of hIS ex~ 
ploits. 

If a line of separation were drawn between the civilized and thc 
savage climates of the globe; between the inhabitants of cities, 
Who cultivated the earth, and the hunters and shepherds, who 
dwelt in tents, Attila might aspire to the title of supreme and solo 
lIlonarch of the barbarians. IS He alone, among the conquerors of 
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ancient and mode!"n times, united the two mighty kingdoms of 
Germanyand Scythia; and those vague appellations, when they 
are applied to his reign, may be understood with an ample lati
tude. Thuringia, which stretched beyond its actual limits as far 
as the Danube, was in the number of his provinces; he inter
posed, with the weight of a powerful neighbor, in the domestic 
affairs of the Franks; and one of his lieutenants chastised, and 
almost exterminated, the Burgundians of the Rhine. He subdued 
the islands of the ocean, the kingdoms of Scandinavia, encom·· 
passed and divided by the waters of the Baltic; and the Huns 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern region, which 
has been protected from all other· conquerors by the severity of 
the clima.te, and the courage of the natives. Towards the East, 
it is difficult to circumscribe the dominion of Attila over the Scy
thian deserts; yet we may be assured, that he reigned on the 
banks of the Volga; that the king of the Huns was dreaded, 
not only as a warrior, but as a magician; 14 that he insulted and 
vanquished the khan of the formidable Geougen; and that he 
sent ambassadors to negotiate an equal alliance with the empire 
of China. In the proud review of the nations who acknowledged 
the sovereignty of Attila, and who never entertained, during his 
lifetime, the thought of a revolt, the Gepidre and the Ostrogoths 
were distinguished by their numbers, their bravery, and the per
sonal merit of their chiefs. The renowned Ardaric, king of the 
Gepidre, was the faithful arid sagacious counsellor of the mon
arch, who esteemed his intrepid genius, whilst he loved the mild 
and discreet virtues of the noble Walamir, king of the Ostrogoths. 
The crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of so many martial tribes, 
who served under the standard of Attila, were ranged in the sub
missive order of guards and domestics round the person of their 
master. They watched his nod; they trembled at his frown; 
and at the first signal of his wiil, they executed, without murmur 
or hesitation, his stern and absolute commands. In time of peace, 
the dependent princes, with their national troops, attended the 
royal camp in regular succession; but when Attila collected his 
military force, he was able to brinO' into the field ari army of five, 
or, according to another account, ~f seven hundred thousand bar. 
barians. 1D 

The ambassadors of the Huns might awaken the attention of 
Theodosius, by reminding him that they were hiq neighbors both 
in Europe and Asia ; since they touched the Danube on one hand, 
and reached, with the other, as far as the Tanais. In the reign of 
his father Arcadius, a band of adventurous Huns had ravaged ~he 
provinces of the East; from whence they brought away rIch 
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spoils and innumerable captives. J6 They advanced, by a secret 
path, aiong the shores of the Caspian Sea; traversed the snowy 
mountains of Armenia; passed the Tigris, the Euphrates, and the 
IInlys; recruited their weary cavalry with the generous breed of 
Cappadocian horses; occupied the hilly country of CiJicia, and 
disturbed the festal songs and dances of the citizens of Antioch. 
Egypt trembled at their approach; and the monks and pi1grims 
of the Holy Land prepared to escape their fury by a speedy em. 
barkation. The memory of this invasion was stiH recent in the 
minds of the Orientals. The subjects of Attila might execute, 
with superior forces, the dlsign which these adventurers had so 
noldly attempted; and it soon became the subject of anxious 
conjecture, whether the tempest would fall on the dominions of 
Rome, or of Persia. Some of the great vassals of the king of the 
Runs, who were themselves in the rank of powerful princes, had 
been sent to ratify an alliance and society of arms with the em· 
peror, or rather with the general, of the West. They related, 
during their residence at Rome, the circumstances of an expedi
tion, which they had lately made into the East. After passing a 
desert and a morass, supposed by the Romans to be the Lake 
lIre otis, they penetrated through the mountains, and arrived, at 
the end of fifteen days' march, on the confines of Media; where 
they advanced as Jar as the unknown cities of Basic and Cursic.* 
They encountered the Persian army in the plains of Media, and 
the air, according to their own expression, was darkened by a 
cloud of arrows. But the Huns were obliged to retire before the 
numbers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was effected by a 
different road; theyJost the greatest part of their booty; and at 
length returned to the royal camp, with some knowledge of the 
country, and an impatient desire of revenge. In the free conver· 
sation of the Imperial ambassadors, who discussed, at the court of 
Attila, the character and designs of their formidable enemy, the 
ministers of Constantinople expressed their hope, that his strength 
might be diverted and employed in a long and doubtful contest 
with the princes of the house of Sassano The more sagacious 
Italians admonished their Eastern brethren of the folly and dan
g:er of such a hope; and convinced them, that the Medes and Per
SIans were incapable of resisting the arms of the Huns; and that 
the easy and important acquisition would exalt the pride, as well as 

* Gibbon has made a curious mi8take ; Basic and Cursic were the names of the 
Commanders of the Huns.. TIapel.r().vOh at De is T7}v Mr;o(Jv TOV re Baa,x Ka, 
~ovp(jtX. • • • uwSpaS TWV BalTtAEI(JV IKVOWV Ka2 1rOAAoii 1rf..~OOVt 
npXovTas. Priscu8, edit. Bonn, p. 200.-)(. 
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power, of the conqueror. Instead of contenting himself with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title, which equalled him 
only to the generals of Theodosius, Attila would proceed to im
pose a disgraceful and intolerable yoke on the necks of the 
prostrate and captive Homans, who would then be encompassed, 
on all sides, by the empire of the Huns. 11 

While the powers of Europe and Asia were solicitous to avert 
the impending danger, the allianee of Attila maintained the Van·, 
dals in the possession of Africa. An enterprise had been con· 
certed between the courts of Ravenna and Constantinople, for the 
recovery of that valuable province; and the ports of Sicily were 
already filled with the military and naval forces of Theodosius. 
But the subtle Genseric, who spread his negotiations round the 
world, prevented their designs, by exciting the king of the Huns 
to invade the Eastern empire j and a trifling incident soon became 
the motive, or pretence, of a destructive war.lS Under the faith 
of the treaty of Margus, a free market was held on the northern 
side of the Danube, which was protected by a Roman fortress 
surnamed Constantia. A troop of barbarians violated the com
mercial security j killed, or dispersed, the unsuspecting traders j 
and levelled the fortress with the ground. The Huns justified 
this outrage as an act of reprisal j alleged, that the bishop of 
J\'Iargus had entered their territories, to discover and steal a secret 
treasure of their kings; and sternly demanded the guilty prelate, 
the sacrilegious spoil, and the fugitive subjects, who had escaped 
from the justice of Attila. The refusal of the Byzantine court 
was the signal of war j and the Mresians at first applauded the gen
erous firmness of their sovereign. But they were soon intimidated 
by the destruction of Viminiacum and the adjacent towns j and 
the people was persuaded to adopt the convenient maxim, that a 
private citizen, however innocent or respectable, may be justly 
~acrificed to the safety of his country. The bishop of J\'Iargus, 
who did not possess the spirit of a martyr, resolved to prevent the 
designs which he suspected. Be boldly treated with the princes 
of the Buns j secured, by solemn oaths, his pardon and reward; 
posted a numerous detachment"of barbalians, in silent ambush, on 
the banks of the Danube; and, at the appointed hour, op~ned, 
with his own hand. the gates of his episcopal city. This advan· 
tage, which had been obtained by treachery, served as a prelud~ 
to more honurable and decisive victories. The Illyrian frontier 
was covered by a line of castles and fortresses; and though the 
greatest part of them consisted only of a single tower, with a 
small garrison, they were commonly sufficient to repel, or to inter
cept, the inroads of an enemy, who was ignorant of the art, and 
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impatient of the delay, of a regular siege. But these slight ob
gtacles were Instantly swept away by the inundation of the 
Huns. 1~ They destroyed, with fire and sword, the populous cities 
of Sirmium und Singidunum, of Ratiaria and )Iarcianapolis, of 
Naissus and Sardica; where every circumstance of the discipline 
of the people, and the construction of the buildings, had been 
gradually adapted to the sole purpose of defence. The whole 
breadth of Europe, as it extends above five hundred miles from 
the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at once invaded, and occupied, 
and desolated, by the myriads of barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. 1'he public danger and distress could not, however, 
provoke Theodosius to interrupt his amusements and devotion, or 
to appear in person at the head of the Roman legions. But the 
troops, which had been sent against Genseric, were hastily re
called from Sicily; the garrisons, on the side of Persia, were ex
hausted; and a military force was collected in Europe, formidable 
by their arms and numbers, if the generals had understood the 
science of command, and their soldiers the duty of obedience. 
The armies of the Eastern empire were vanquished in three suc
cessive engagements; and the progress of Attila may be traced 
by the fields of battle. The two former, on the banks of the 
Utus, and under the walls of Marcia~apolis, were fought in the 
extensive plains between the Danube and Mount Hremus. As the 
Romans were pressed by a victorious enemy, they gradually, and 
nnskilfully, retired towards the Chersonesus of Thrace; and that 
narrow peninsula, the last extremity of the land, was marked by 
their third, and irreparable, defeat: By the destruction of this 
army, Attila acquired the indisputable possession of the field. 
From the Hellespont to Thermopylre, and the suburbs of Con
stimtinople, he ravaged, without resistance, and without mercy, 
the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. Heraelea and Hadriano
pIe might, perhaps, escape this dreadful irruption of the Huns j 
but the words, the most expressive of total extirpation and era· 
sure, are applied to the calamities which they inflicted on seventy 
cities of the Eastern empire. 20 Theodosius, his court, and the un
warlike people, were protected 1y the walls of Constantinople; 
but those walls had been shaken by a recent earthquake, and the 
fall of fifty-eight towers had opened a large and tremendous 
b:each. The damage indeed was speedily repaired j but this ac
C]dent was aggravated by a superstitious fear, that Heaven itself 
had delivered the Imperial city to the shepherds of Scythia, who 
'Were strangers to the laws, the language, and the religion, of the 
Romans. 21 

In aU their invasions of the civilized empires of the South, the 
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Scythian shepherds have been uniformly actuated by a savage and 
destructive spirit. The laws of war, that restrain the exercise of 
national rapine and murder, are founded on two principles of sub
stantial interest-:the knowledge of t.he permanent beneqts which 
may be obtained by a moderate use of conquest; and a just ap
prehension, lest the desolation which we inflict on the enemy's 
country may be retaliated pn ollr own. But these consideratious 
of hope and fear are almost unknown in the pastoral state of na
tions. The Huns of Attila may, without injustice, be compared 
to the :Uoguls and Tartars, before their primitive manners were. 
changed by religion and luxury; and the evidence of Oriental 
history may reflect some Hght on the short and imperfect annals 
9f Rome. After the Moguls had subdued the northern provinces 
of China, it was seriously proposed, not in the hour of victory 
and passion, but in calm deliberate council, to exterminate all the 
inhabitants of that 'populous country, that the vacant land might 
be converted to the pasture of cattle. The firmness of a Chinese 
mandarin,22 who insinuated some principles of rational policy 
into the mind of Zingis, diverted him from the execution of this 
horrid design. But in the cities of.}-sia, which yielded to the 
Moguls, the inhuman abuse of the rIghts of war was exercised 
with a regular form of discipline, which may, with equal reason, 
though not with equal authority, be imputed to the victorious 
Huns. The inhabitants, who had submitted to their discretion, 
were ordered to evacuate their houses, and to assemble in some 
plain adjacent to the city; where a division was made of the van
quished into three parts. The first class consisted of the soldiers 
of the garrison, and of the young men capable of bearing arms; 
and their fate was instantly decided; they were either enlisted 
among the Moguls, or they were massacred <?n the spot by the 
troops, who, with pointed spears and bended bows, had formed a 
circle round the captive multitude. The second class, composed 
of the young and beautiful women, of the artificers of every rank 
and profession, and of the. more wealthy or honorable citizens, 
from whom a private ransom might be expected, was distributed 
in equal or proportionable lots. The remainder, whose life or 
death was alike useless to the conquerors, were permitted to re
turn to the city; which, in the mean while, had been stripped of 
its valuable furniture j and a tax was imposed on those wretched 
inhabitants for the indulgence of breathing their native air. Suell 
was the behavior of the Moguls, when they were not conscious of 
any extraordinary rigor. 23 But the- most casual provocation, th& 
slightest motive of caprice or convenience, often provoked them 
to involve a whole people in an indiscriminate massacre; and tho 
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rUIn of some flourishing cities was executed with such unrelent. 
ing perseverance, that, according to their own expression, horses 
might run, without stumbling, over the ground where they had 
once stood. The three great capitals of Khorasan, Maru, Neisa~ 
bour, and Hernt, were destroyed by the armies of Zingis; and the 
exact account which was taken of the slain amounted to four mil
Hons three hundred and forty-seven thousand persons. 24 Timur, 
or Tamerlanc: was educated in a less barbarous age, and in the 
profession of the l\Iahometan religion; yet, if Attila equalled the 
hostile ravages of Tamerlane, ~5 either the Tartar or the Hun might 
deserve the epithet of the SCOURGE 01<' GOD. 26 

It may be affirmed, with bolder assurance, that the Huns depop
ulated the provinces of the empire, by the number of Roman sub
jects whom they led away into captivity. In the hands of a wise 
legislator, such an industrious colony might Imve contributed to 
diffuse through the deserts of Scythia the rudiments of the useful 
and ornamental arts; but these captives, who had been taken in 
war, were accidentally dispersed among the hordes that obeyed 
the empire of Attila. The estimate of their respective value was 
formed by the simple judgment of unenlightened and unprejudiced 
barbarians. Perhaps they might not understand the merit of a 
theologian, profoundly skilled in the controversies of the Trinity 
~nd the Incarnation ; yet they respected the ministers of every re
lIgion ; and the active zeal of the Christian missionaries, without 
approaching the person or the palace of the monarch, successfully 
labored in the propagation of the gospel. 27 The pastoral tribes, 
Who were ignorant of the distinction of landed property, must 
have disregarded the use, as well as the abuse, of civil jurispru
dence; and the skill of an eloquent lawyer could excite only 
their contempt or their abhorrence. 28 The perpetual intercourse 
of the Huns and the Goths had communicated the familiar knowl
edge of the two national dialects; and the barbarians were am
bitious of conversing in Latin, the military idiom even of the 
E~stern empire. 29 But they disdained th~ language an~ the 
SCIences of the Greeks; and the vain SOphlst, or great phlloso. 
pher, who had enjoyed the flattering applause of the schools, was 
mortified to find that his robust servant was a captive of more value 
and importance than himself. The mechanic arts were encouraged 
and esteemed, as they tended to satisfy the wants of the Huns. 
An architect in the service of Onegesius, one of the favorites of 
Attila, was employed to construct a bath ; but this work was a 
rate example of private luxury; and the trades of the smith, the 
catpenter, the armorer, were much more adapted to supply a 
wandering people with the useful instruments of peace and war· 

http:abhorrence.28
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But the merit of the physician was received with universal favol 
and respect: the barbarians, who despised death, might be ap
prehensIve of disease; and the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the presence of a captive, to whom he ascribed, perhaps, an imag
inary power of prolonging or preserving his life. SII The Huns 
might be provoked to insult the misery of their slaves, over whom 
they exercised a despotic command; 31 but their manners were 
not susceptible of a refined system of oppression; and the efforts of 
courage and diligence were often recompensed by the gift of frec" 
dom. The historian PriRcus, whose embassy is a source of curi· 
ous instruction, was accosted in the camp of Attila by a stl'an~er, 
who saluted him in the Greek language, but whose dress and ng· 
ure displayed the ~ppearance of a wealthy Scythian. In the siego 
of Viminiacum, he had lost, according to his own account, his 
fortune and liberty; he became the slave of Onegesius ; but 11is 
faithful services against the Romans and the Acatzires, had grad
ually raised him to the rank of the native Huns; to whom he was 
attached by the domestic pleasures of a new wife and several 
children. The spoils of war had restored and improved his pri
vate property; he was admitted to the table of his former lord; 
and the apostate Greek blessed the hour of his captivity, since it 
had been the introduction to a happy and independent state j 
which he held by the honorable tenure of military service. This 
reflection naturally produced a dispute on the advantages and 
defects of the Roman government, which was severely arraigned 
by the apostate, and defended by Priscus in a prolix and feeble 
declamation. The freedman of Onegesius exposed,. in true and 
lively colors, the vices of a declining empire, of which he had so 
long been the victim; the cruel absurdity of the Roman princes, 
unable to protect their subjects against the public eneiny, unwill
ing to trust them with arms for their own defence; the intolera
ble weight of taxes rendered still more oppressive by the intricate 
or arbitrary modes of collection; the obscurity of numerous and 
contradictory laws; the tedious and expensive forms of judici~l 
proceedings; the partial administration of justice; and the UnI
versal corruption, which increased the influence of the rich, an.d 
aggravated the misfortunes of the poor. A sentiment of patriotic 
sympathy was at length revived in the breast of the fortunate c~
ile: and he lamented, with a flood of tears, the guilt or weaknes!i 
of those magistrates who had perverted the wisest and most salu· 
tary institutions. 32 

The timid or selfish policy of the Western Romans had aban
doned the Eastern empire to the Huns. 33 The loss of armies, and 
the wa.nt of discipline or virtue, were not supplied by the per
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BODal character of the monarch. 'rheodosius might sWI affect the 
style, as well as the title, of Invincible ..1ugustu8~· but he was re
ducrd to solicit the clemency of Attila, who imperiously dictated 
these harsh and humiliating conditions of peace. 1. The emperor 
of the East !,esigned, by an express or tacit convention, an exten
sive and important territory, which stretched along the southern 
banks of the Danube, from Singidunum or Belgrade, as far as 
Novro, in the diocese of Thrace. The breadth was defined by the 
vague computation of fifteen * days' journ~y; but, from the pro
posal of Attila to remove the situation of the national market, it 
SOon appeared, that he comprehended the ruined city of Naissus 
within the limits of his dominions. II. The king of the Huns re
quired and obtained, that his tribute or subsidy should be aug
mented from seven hundred pounds of gold to the annual sum of 
two thousand one hundred; and he stipulated the immediate pay
ment of six thousand pounds of gold,' to defray the expenses, or 
to expiate the guilt, of the war. O:_a might imagine, that such a 
demand, which. scarcely equalled the measure of })rivate_ wealth, 
would have been readily discharged by the opulent empire of the 
East; and the public distress affords a remarkable proof of the 
impoverished, or at least of the disorderly, state of the finances. 
A large proportion of the taxes extorted from the people was de
tained and intercepted in their passage, through the foulest chan
n.els, to the treasury of Coastantinople. The revenue was dis
sIpated by Theodosius and his favorites in wasteful and profuse 
luxury; which was disguised by the names of Imperial magnifi
cence, or Ohristian charity. The immediate supplies had been 
exhausted by the unforeseen necessity of military l)1'{'parntions. A 
personal contribution, rigorously, but capriciously, imposed on 
the members of the senatorian order, was the only expedient that 
c?uld disarm, without loss of time, the impatient avarice of At~ 
hIa; and the poverty of the r.ohles compelled them to adopt the 
scandalous resource of exposing to public auction the jewels of 
their wives, and the hereditary ornaments of their palaces. 34 III. 
rhe king of the Huns appears to have established, as a principle 
of .national jurisprudence, that he could never lose the property, 
'~hlCh he had once acquired in the persons who had yielded 
eIther a voluntary, or reluctant, submission to his authority. 
From this principle he concluded, and the conclusions of Attila 
Were irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had been taken pris
oners in war, should be released without delay, and without ran· 
flom; that every Roman captive who had presumed to escape, 

* Five in the last ~dition ol.Frl!eua. Niebuhr, Byz. Hist., p. 147.-M. 
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should purchase his right to freedom at the price of twelve pieces 
of gold; and that all the barbarians who had deserted the stand
Ilrd of Attila, should be restored, without any promise or stipula
tion of pa.rdon. In the execution of this cruel and ignominious 
treaty, the Imperial officers were forced to massacre several loyal 
md noble deserters, who refused to devote them3elves to certain 
death; and the Romans forfeited all reasonable claims to the 
friendship of any Scythian people, by this public confession, that 
they were destitute either of faith, or power, to protect the sup
t>liant, who had embraced the throne of Theodosius. 36 

The firmness of a single town, so obscure, that, except on this 
occasion, it has never been mentioned by any historian, or geo
grapher, exposed the disgrace of the emperor and empire. Azi
oms, or Azimuntium, a small city of Thrace on the Illyrian bor
ders,36 had been distinguished by the martial spirit of its youth, 
the skill and reputation of the l~aders whom they had chosen, 
and their daring exploits against the innumerable host of the 
barbarians. Instead of tamely expecting their approach, the 
Azimuntines attacked, in frequent and successful sallies, the 
troops of the Huns, who gradually declined the dangerous neigh
borhood, rescued from their hands the spoil and the captives, and 
recruited their domestic force by the voluntary association of fu
gitives and deserters. After the conclusion of the treaty, Attila 
still menaced the empire with implacable war, unless the Azimun~ 
tines were persuaded, or compelled, to comply with the conditions 
which their sovereign had accepted. The ministers of Theodosius 
confessed with shame, and with truth, that they no longer pos
sessed any authority over a society of men who so bravely asserted 
their natural independence; and the king of the Huns conde~ 
scended to negotiate an equal exchange with the citizens of 
Azimus. They demanded the restitution of some shepherds, who, 
with their cattle, had been accidentally surprised. A. strict, 
~hough fruitless, inquiry was allowed: but the Huns were obliged 
to swear, that they did not detain any prisoners belunging to the 
city, before they could recover two surviving countrymen, who,? 
the Azimuntines had reserved as pledges for the safety of thClt 
lost companions. Attila, on his side, was satisfied, and deceived, 
by their solemn asseveration, that the rest of the captives had 
been put to the sword; and that it was their constant practictl 
inunediatcly to dismiss the Romans and the deserters who had 
obtained the security of the public faith. This prudent and 
officiolls dissimulation may be condemned, or excused, by tM 
casuists, as they incline to the rigid decree of St. Augustin, or to 
the milder sentiment of St. Jerom and St. Chrysostom: but every 
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soldier, every statesman, must acknowledge, that if tlte race oi 
the Azimuntines had been encouraged and multiplied, the bar
barians would have ceased to trample on the majesty of the em
pire. 37 

It would have been strange, indeed, if Theodosius had purchased, 
by the loss of honor, a secure and solid tranquillity, or if his 
tameness had not invited the repetition of injuries. The Byzan
tine court was insulted by five or six successive embassies; 38 and 
the ministers of Attila were uniformly instructed to press the 
tardy or imperfect execution of the last treaty; to produce the 
names of fugitives and deserters, who were still protected by the 
empire; and to declare, with seeming moderation, that unless 
their sovereign obtained complete and immediate satisfaction, it 
would be impossible for him, were it even his wish, to check the 
resentment of his warlike tribes. Besides the motive of pride 
and interest, which might prompt the king of the Huns to con
tinue this train of negotiation, he was influenced by the less hon
orable view of enriching his favorites at the expense of his ene
mies. The Imperial treasury was exhausted, to procure the 
friendly offices of the ambassadors aud their principal attendants, 
Whose favorable report might conduce to the maintenance of 
p.eace. The barbarian monarch was flattered by the liberal recep
tIon of his ministers; he computed, with IJleasure, the value and 
splendor of their gifts, rigorously exacted the performance of 
every promise which would contribute to their private emolu
ment, and treated as an important business of state the marriage 
of his secretary Constantius. 311 That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by lEtius to the king of the Huns, had engaged his 
service to the ministers of Constantinople, for the stipulated re
Ward of a wealthy and noble wife j and the daughter of COllnt 
Baturninus was chosen to discharge the obligations of her coun
try. The reluctance of the victim, some domestic troubles, and 
the unjust confiscation of her fortune, cooled the ardor of her in
terested lover; but he still demanded, in tHe name of Attila, an 
equivalent alliance; and, after many ambiguous delays and ex·· 
euses, the Byzautine court was compelled to sacrifice to this inso
lent stranger the widow of Armatius, whose birth, opulence, and 
beauty, placed her in the most illustrious rank of the Roman rna
trO!ls. ~"'or these importunate and oppressive embassies, Attila 
claImed a suitable return: he weighed, with suspicious pride, the 
character and statIon of the Imperial envoys j but he condescended 
to. P!omise that he would advance as far as Sardica to receive any 
mIms~ers who had been inve~ted with the consular dignity. The 
COuncIl of Theodosius eluded this proposal, by representing the 
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-iesolate and ruined condition of Sardica, and even ventured to 
insinuate that every officer of the army or household was qualified 
to treat with the most powerful princes of Scythia. :Maximin,40 
a respectable courtier, whose abilities had been long exercised in 
civil and military employments, accepted, with reluctance, the 
troublesome, and perhaps dangerous, commission of reconciling 
the angry spirit of the king of the Huns. His friend, the hi&< 
tcrian Priscus,41 embraced the opportumty of observing the bar
b.1rian hero in the peaceful and domestic scenes of life: but the 
3ecret of the embassy, a fatal ant} guilty secret, was intrusted 
only to the interpreter Vigilius. Th-e two last ambassadors of 
the Huns, Orestes, a noble subject of the Pannonian province, ~,nd 
Edecon, a valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, returned at 
the same time from Constantinople to the royal camp. Their ob
scure names were afterwards illustrated by the extraordinary for
tune and the contrast of their sons; the two servants of Attila 
became the fathers of the last Roman emperor of the West, and 
of the first barbarian king of Italy. 

The ambassadors, who were followed by a numerous train of 
men and horses, made their first halt at Sardica, at the distance 
of three hundred and tifty miles, or thirteen days' journey, from 
Constantinople. As the remains of Sardica were still included 
within the limits of the empire, it was incumbent on the Romans 
to exercise the duties of hospitality. They provided, with the 
assistance of the provincials, a sufficient number of sheep and 
oxen, and invited the Huns to a splendid, or, at least, a plentiful 
supper. But the harmony of the eutertainment was soon dis
turbed hy mutual prejudice and indiscretion. The greatness of 
the emperor and the empire was warmly maintained by theIr 
ministers; the Huns, with equal ardor, asserted the superiority of 
their victorious monarch: the dispute was inflamed by the rash 
and unseasonable flattery of Vigilius, who passionately rejected 
the comparison of a mere mortal with the divine Theodosius j 

and it was with extreme difficulty that Maximin and Priscus were 
able to divert the conversation, or to soothe the angry minds, of 
the barbarians. -When they rose from table, the Imperial am
bassador presented Edecon and Orestes with rich gifts of silk 
robes and Indian pearls, which they thankfully accepted. Yet 
Orestes could not forbear insinuating that he had not alwaya been 
treated with such r.espect and liberality: and the offensive distin~· 
tion which was implied, between his civil office and the heredl
tary rank of his colleague, seems to have made Edecon a doubt~ul 
friend, and Orestes an irreconcilable enemy. After this entertaIn· 
ment, they travelled about one hundred miles from Sardica to 
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Naissus. That flourishing city, which had given birth to tIle 
great Constantine, was levelled with the ground: the inhabitants 
were destroyed or dispersed; and the appearance of some sick 
persons, who were still permitted to exist among the ruins of 
the churches, served only to increase the horror of the prospect. 
The surface of the country was covered with the Lones of the 
slain; and the ambassadors, who directed their. course to the 
north-west, were obliged to pass the hills of modern Servia, be
fore they descended into the fiat and marshy grouncls which ara 
terminated by the Danube. The Huns were masters of the great' 
river: their navigation was performed in large canoes, hollowed 
out of the trunk of a single tree; the ministers of Theodosius 
were safely landed on the opposite bank; and their barbarian 
associates immediately hastened to the camp of Attila, which was 
equally prepared for the amusements of hunting or of war. No 
sooner had :Maximin advanced about two miles * from the Danube, 
than he began to experience the fastidious insolence of the conquer
or. He was sternly forbid to pitch his tents in a pleasant valley, 
lest he should infringe the distant awe that was due to the royal 
mansion. t 1'he ministers of Attila pressed him to communicate the 
business, and the instructions, which he reserved for the ear of 
their sovereign. When Maximin temperately urged the contrary 
practice of nations, he was still more confounded to find that the 
resolutions of the Sacred Consistory, those secrets fsays Priscus} 
whiC'h should not be revealed to the gods themselves, had been 
treacherously disclosed to the public enemy_ On his refusal to 
comply with such ignominious terms, the Imperial envoy was 
commanded instantly to depart; the order was recalled; it was 
again repeated; and the Huns renewed their ineffectual attempts 
!o subdue the patient firmness of :Maximin: At length., by t'~e 
Intercession of Scotta, the brother of OnegeslUs, whose fnendslllp 
had been purchased by a liberal gift, he was admitted to the 
royal presence; but, instead of obtaining a decisive answer, h, 
was compelled to undertake a remote journey towards the nortl\ 
that Attila might enjoy the proud satiHfaction of receiving, ill: thb 
same camp, the ambassadors of the Eastern and ·Western empIres. 
His journey was regulated by the guides, who obliged him to halt, 
to hasten his march, or to deviate from the common road, as it. 
best suited the convenience of the king. The Romans, who traY. 
ersed the plains of Hungary, suppose that they pasHed several 
~vjgable rivers, either in canoes or portable boats; but there ~ 

• 70 stadia. Priscns, 173.-M. 
t lIe was forbidden to P!tch his tents on an eminence, because Attila'8 were beo

IOw on the plain. lbid.-M. 
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reason to Ruspect tllat the winding stl-eam of the Teyss, or Tib. 
iscus, might present itself in different places under differe.nt 
n,9.mes. From the contiguous villages they received a plentiful 
and regular supply of provisions; mead instead of wine, millet in 
the place of bread, and a certain liquor named camus, which, ac
cording to the report of Priscus, was distilled from barley. 42 

Such fare mig.ht appear coarse and indelicate to men who had 
tasted the luxury of Constantinople; but, in their accidental dis
tress, they were relieved by the gentleness and hospitality of the 
same barbarians, so terrible and su merciless in war. The am
bassadors had encamped on the edge of a large morass. A vio
lent tempest of wind and rain, of thunder and lightning, over
turned their tents, immersed their baggage and furniture in the 
water, and scattered their retinne, who wandered in the darkness 
of the night, uncertain of their road, and apprehensive of some 
unknown danger, till they awakened by their cries the inhabitants 
of a neighboring village, the property of the widow of BIeda. .A. 
bright illumination, and, in a few moments, a comfortable fire of 
reeds, was kindled by their officions benevolence; the wants, 
and even the desires, of the Romans were liberally satisfied; and 
they seem to have been embarrassed by the singular politeness of 
BIeda'S widow, who added to her other favors the gift, or at least 
the loan, of a sufficient number of beautiful and obsequious dam~ 
sels. The sunshine of the succeeding day was dedicated to re
pose, to collect and dry the baggage, and to the refreshment of 
the men and horses: but, in the evening. before they pursued 
their journey, the ambassadors expressed their gratitude to the 
bounteous lady of the village, by a very acceptable present of sil
ver cups, red fleeces, dried fruits, and Indian pepper. Soon after 
this adventure, they rejoined the march of Attila, from whom 
they had been separated about six days, and slowly proceeded to 
the capital of an empire, which did not contain, in the space of 
several thousand miles, a single city. 

As far as we may ascertain the vague and obscure geography of 
Priscus, this capital appears to have been seated between the Dan
ube, the Teyss, and the Carpathian hills, in the plains of Upper 
Hungary, and most probably in the neighborho.d of Jezberin, 
Agria, or Tokay. 43 In its origin it could be no more than an acci
dental camp, which, by the long and frequent residence of Attila, 
bad insensibly swelled into a huge village, for the reception of his 
court, of the troops who followed his person, and of the various 
multitude of idle or industrious slaves and retainers. U The baths, 
constructed by Onegesius, were the only edifice of stone; tho 
materials had been transported from Pannonia; and since the ad

http:differe.nt
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jacent country was destitute even of large timber, it may be pre
sumed, that the meaner habitations of, the royal village consisted 
of straw, of mud, or of canvas. The wooden huuses of the more 
illustrious Huns were built and adorned with rude magnificence, 
according to the rank, the fortune, or the taste of the proprietors. 
They seem to have been distributed with some degree of order and 
symmetry; and each spot became more honorable as it approached 
the person of the sovereign. The palace of Attila, which sur
Jlassed all other houses in his dominions, was built entirely of 
wood, and covered an ample space of ground. The ~)Utward en
closure was a lofty wall, or palisade, of smooth square timber, 
intersected with high towers, but intended ruther for ornament 
than defence. This wall. which seems to have encircled the de
clivity of a hill, comprehended a great variety of wooden (:ditices, 
~dapted to the uses of royalty. A separate house was assigned to 
each of the numerous wives of Attila; and, instead of the rigid 
and illiberal confinement imposed by Asiatic jealousy, they po
litely admitted the Roman ambassadors to their presence, their 
table, and even to the freedom of an innocent embrace. When 
Maximin offered his presents to Cerca,* the principal queen, he 
admired the singular architecturp of her mansion, the height of 
the round columnEl, the size and beauty of the wood, which was 
curiously shaped or turned, or polished or carved; and his at
tentive eye was able to discover some taste in the ornaments, and 
some regularity in the proportions. After passing through the 
guards, who watched before the gate, the ambassadors were in
troduced into the private apartment of Cerca. The wife of Attila 
received their vigit sitting, or rather lying, on a soft couch; the 
floor was covered with a carpet; the domestics formed a circle 
round the queen; and her damsels, seated on the ground, were 
employed in working the variegated embroidery which adorned the 
dress of the barbaric warriors. The Huns were ambitious of dis
p~aying those riches, which were the fruit and evidence of their 
vlctories : the trappings of their horses, their swords, and even 
their shoes, were studded with gold and precious stones; and 
their tables were profusely spread with plates and goblets, and 
vases of gold and silver, which hud been fashioned by the labor 
of Grecian artists. The monarch alone assumed the superior pride 
of !:ltill adhering to the simplicit.yof his Scythian ancestors. of" Th" 
dre~s of Attila, his arms, and the furniture of his horse, were 
pluIn, without ornament, and of a single color. The royal table-• The name of this queen occurs three times in Priscu!:I, and always in a diff ..)'
tint form-Cerra, ereca, a~d Rher8. 'l'he SCRndinavillll poet:; hu,"c l)reserved her 
memory under the name of lIerkin. St. Martin, vi. 19~.-M. 

R. E. ii.-16 
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was served ill wooden ·cups and platters; flesh was his only food; 
and the conqueror of the North never tasted the luxury of bread. 

'Vhen Attila first gave audience to the Roman ambassadors on 
the banks of the Danube, his tent was encompassed with a formi
dable guard. The monarch himself was seated in a wooden chair. 
His stern countenance, angry gestures, and impatient tone, aston
ished the firmness of ltfaximin j but Vigilius had more reason to 
tremble, since he distinctly understood the menace, that if Attila 
did not respect the law of nations, he would nail the deceitful in· 
terpreter to the cross, and leave his body to the vultures. The 
barbarian condescended, by producing an accurate list, to expose 
the bold fal~ehood of Vigilius, who had affirmed that no more 
than seventeen deserters could be found. But he arrogantly de
clared, that he apprehended only the disgrace of contending with 
his fugitive slaves; since he despised their impotent efforts tc 
defend the provinces which Theodosius had intrusted to thei:.' 
arms: "For what fortress" (added AttHa) , "what city in the 
wide extent of the Roman empire, can hope to exist, secure and 
impregnable, if it is our pleasure that it should be erased from 
the earth ?', He dismissed, however, the interpreter, who re
turned to Constantinople with his peremptory demand of more 
complete restitution, and a more splendid embassy. His anger 
graduaUy suhsided, and his domestic satisfaction in a marriage 
which he celebrated on the road with the daughter of Eslnm, * 
might perhaps contlibute to mollify the native fierceness of his 
temper. The entrance of Attila into the royal village was marked 
by a very singular ceremony. A numerous troop of women came 
out to meet their hero and their king. They marched before 
him, distributed into long and regular files; the intervals between 
the files were filled by white veils of thin linen, which the women 
on either side bore aloft in their hands, and which formed a can
opy for a chorus of young virgins, who chanted hymns and songs 
in the Scythian language. The wife of his favorite Onegesius, 

* Escam-ev ~ yafl8iv Ovyarepn 'ErJKUP. i(3ovA8ro, 7r1.8t7Ta!: fl€V lX(')1I 
l'afl8ra5, ayo,u8rar; (5€ Kat ravr1/v Kar(, vUfloV TOV ~KV'JlKa 1. Was this his own 
daughter, or the daughter of a person namer! Escam? (Gibbon has written incor
rectly Eslam, an unknown name. The officer of Attila, called Eslas, is ~pclt 
HaAa5.) In either case the construction is impcrfcct: a good Greek writer woul§! 
have introduced an article to determine the sense, either n)v avrov OuyrLlfpa. ,~ 
rTF.J TOV 'EaK(lfl (JvniTf(Ja. Nor is it quite clear whet ,er Scythian usage is .' 
dnced to excuse the polygamy, or a marriage, whIeh would be considered incestnoh ... 
in other countries. The Latin vet"sion has carefully prt'scrVl'd the ambi&uity, Aliam
1l:scam uxorem. I am not inclined to construe it .. his own daughter, ' though r 
have too little confidence in the uniformity or the grammatical idIOms of tho 
Byzantines (though PflBCUS is one of the lIebt) to cxpre!:lll mYtielf WIthout hesitlr 
1,ioll.-M. 
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with a train of female attendants, saluted Attila at the door of 
her own house, on his way to, the palace; and offered, according 
to the custom of the country, her respectful homage, by entreat
ing him to taste the wine and meat which he had prepared for 
his reception. As soon as the monarch had graciously accepted 
her hospitable gift, his domestics lifted a small silver table to a. 
convenient height, as he sat on horseback; and Attila, when he 
had touched the goblet with his lips, again saluted the wife of 
Onegesius, and continued his march. During his residence at 
the seat of empire, his hours were not wasted in the recluse idle
ness of a seraglio; and the king of the Huns could maintain his 
superior dignity, without concealing his person from the public 
view. lIe frequently assembled his council, and gave audience to 
the ambassadors of the nations; and his people might appeal to 
the supreme tribunal, which he held at stated times, and, accord
ing to the Eastern custom, before the principal gate of his wooden 
palace. The Romans, both of the East and of the West, wero 
twice invited to tho b.mquets, where Attila feasted with the princes 
and nobles of Scythia. 'Maximin and his colleagues were stopped 
on the threshold, till they had made a devout libation to the 
health and prosperity of the king of the Huns; and were con
ducted after this ceremony to their respective seats in a spacious 
~all. The royal table and couch, covered with carpets and fine 
linen, was raised by several steps in the midst of the hall; and a 
son, an uncle, or perhaps a favorite king, were admitted to sbare 
the simple and homely repast of Attila. Two lines of small tables, 
each of which contained three or four guests, were ranged in 
order on either hand; tbe right was esteemed the most honorable, 
but the Romans ingenuously confess, that they were placed on 
the left; and that Beric, an unknown chieftain, most probably of 
the Gothic race, preceded the representatives of Theodosius and 
Valentinian. The barbarian monarch received frum his cup-bearer 
a goblet filled with wine, and courteously drank to the health of 
the most distinguished guest j who rose from his se~t, and ex
pressed, in the same manner, his loyal and respectful vows. This 
ce.remony was successively performed for all, or at least for the illus
trIOUS persons of the assembly; and a considerable time must have 
b~en consumed, since it was thrice repeated as each course or ser
VIce was placed on the table. But the wine still remained after 
the.nl~at had been removed; and the Huns continued to indulge 
theu' mtemperance long after the sober and decent ambassadors ff the two empires had withdrawn themselves from the nocturnal 
>anquet. Y ct, before they retircd, they enjoyed a singular op
portunity of observing the manners of the nation in their con
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vivial amusements. Two Scythians stood before the couch of 
Attila, and recited the verses which they had composed, to cele.. 
brute his valor and his victories. * A profound silence prevailed 

* This pasl'age is remarkable from the connection of the name of Attila with 
that extraordinary cycle of poetry, which is found in different forms ill almost all 
the Ttmtonic languagcls. A Latin poem, de prima. cxpcdltionc Attilm, Regh:\ Hun
narum, in Gallias, was publh.hed in the year 1780, by Fi"cher at Leipsic. It con
tains, with the continuat:.>n, 1452 lines. ::t abounds in mctrilul faults, but is occa
si6hally not without some rude spirit and some copiousne;:s of filllcy in the 
variatIOn of tue circumstances in the difforent combats of the hero, Walther, prince 
of Aquitania. It contains little which can be supposed historical, and stIll h-ss 
whicb is characteristic concernin~ Attiia. It relates to a fir:;t expedition of Attila 
into Gaul, which cannot be tracea in history, duriug which the kings of the Franks, 
of the Burgundians, and of Aqu taine, submit themselves, and give hostages to At
tila: the king of the Franks, a PJrsonage who seems the ~ame with the Hagen of 
Teutonic Romance' the king of Burgundy, hl:i daughter Heldgund, the klllg of 
Aquitaine, his ISOIl ~r~lther. The lIlaIU Bubject of the poem is the escape of WuI
ther and Heldgund from the camp of Attila, and thll combat between Walther and 
Gunthar, killg of the Frank~, with hi!! twd.ve pce~~, among whom is Hagen. Wal
ther had been betrayed while he passed throlIgh worms, the city of the Frankh;h 
king, oy payinO' for his ferry over the It-hine wilh Borne strange feh, which he had 
caught during bis flight, and which were unknown in the waters of the Rhine. 
Gunt,har was detlh'ou:i of pllmderin~ him of the treasure, which Walther had car
ried off from the camp of Attila. 'l'he author or this poem is unknown, nor can I, 
on the vague and rather duubtful allutiion to 'rhule, as Iceland, venture to assigI!
its date. It was, evidently, recited in a monastery, as appears by the first line; alld 
no douht composed there. The faultti of metre wonld point out a late date; and 
it may have been formed upon some locul tradition, as Walther, the hero, seems to 
have turned monk. 

This poem, however, in its character and its incidents, bears no relation to the 
Teutonic cycle, or which the Nibelungen Lied i:i t!le most complete form. In this, 
in the Heldenbuch, in some of the Dauitih Sagas in countless lays and ballad:i in all 
the dialect~ of Scandinavia, appear!! King Etzel (Attila) in strife with the Burgun
dians and the Franks. With these appears, by a poetic anachronism, Dietrich of 
Berne (Theojoric of Verona), the celebrated Ostrllgothic liing: and many other 
very k'ingularcoincitlenec8 of historic names, which reappear III the poems. (See 
Lachman. Kritik dor Sage in his volume of variout:l readings to the .Nibelnngen;
:Berlin, 1836, p. 3:36.) 

I must acknowledge myself unable to form anv satisfactory theory as to the con
nection ot thelle poemt! with the.history of the time, or the period, from which t~ey 
may date their ori~ln; notwithstanding the laborious investi!ratiolls and critIcal 
sagacity of the SchJe~els, the Grimms, of P. E. Muller and Lachman, and a. whole 
hnst of German CritICS and antiquaries; not to omit onr own ("ountl'yman. :Mr. 
Herbert, whose theory conecr,ling Attila is certainly neither d...ficient in boldncsil 
nor originality. I conceive the only way to obtain anythinO' like a clear concep
tion on this point would be what Lachman has begun (s('e abov('), patiently to col
lect and compare the various forms which tht' traultions have IU'snmed, without any 
preconceived, either mythical or poeUcal, theory, und, if }J08sihle, to discover tl!C 
or;ginul basis of the whole rkh and fanta-tic lClTend. One point which to me IS 
Eltrnn~ly ill fa.vor of the antiquity of this poetic 

0 

cycle, is, that. the manners are ~o 
clearly anterior to chivalry, aud to the influence ex('rci"ed on the poetic literllturf 
of ~Ilrope by the chivalrous poems finll romanceI'. I think I find some trllces 0 
that influence in the Latin poem, though strained through the imagination of a 
monk. 

The En !lish reader will find an amusing account ot the German Nibelung-en and 
lIeldonhnch, and of flome of the Scandinavian SagaI'. in the volume of ~orthi 
ern Antiquitief-l, published by Weher, the friend of Sir Walter ~kott. Scott hlm8~1 
contributed a c01l8iderahle, no doubt far the mo:<t valuable. part to the work. ;:: 
also the variolls German eaitions ot the Nibelungen, to which Lachman, with 
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in the hall; and the attention of the guests was captivated by 
the vocal harmony, which rcvived and perpetuated the memory 
of their own exploits j a martial ardor flashed fn.Ul the eyes of the 
warriors, who were impatient for battle j and the tears of tho 
old men expressed their generous despair, that they could 
no longer partake the danger and glory of the field. 45 This 
entertainment, which might be considered as a school of military 
virtue, was succeeded by a farce, that debased the dignity of 
human nature. A Moorish and a Scythian buffoon * that succes
sively excited the mirth of the rude spectators, by their deformed 
figure, ridiculous dress, antic gestures, absurd speeches, and the 
strange, unintelligible confusion of the Latin, .the Gothic, and 
t~le Hunnic languages; and the hall resounded with loud and 
lIcentious peals of laughter. In the midst of this intemperate 
riot, Attila alone, without a change of countenance, maintained 
his steadfast and inflexible gravity j which was never relaxed, 
except on the entrance of Irnac, the youngest of hie sons: he 
embraced the boy with a smile of paternal tenderness, gently 
pinched him by the cheek, and betrayed a partial affection, which 
was justified by the assurance of his prophets, that Irnac would 
be the future support of his family and empire. Two days after
wards, the ambassadors received a second invitation; and they 
had reason to praise the politeness as well as the hospitality, of 
~ttila. The king of the H~ns held a long and familiar conversa
tIOn with :Maximin; but his civility was interrupted by rude ex
pressions and haughty reproaches j and he was provoked, by a 
motive of interest, to support, with unbecoming zeal, the private 
claims of his secretary Constantius. " The emperor" (said Attila) 
"has long promised him a rich wife: Constantius must not be 
disappointed j nor should a Homan em})eror deserve the name of 
liar." On the third day, the ambassadors were dismissed; the 
freedom of several captives was granted, for a moderate ransom, 
to their pressing entreaties j and, besides the royr.l presents, they 
were permitted to accept from each of the Scythian nobles the 
honorable and useful gift of a horse. :Maximin returned, by the 
sa~e road, to Constantinople; and though he was involved in an 
accl!1ental diRpute with Beric

l 
the new ambassador of Attila, he 

fiat~ered himself that he had contributed, by the laborious jour. 
ney, to confirm the peace and alliance of the two nations . .n 

But the Roman ambassador was ignorant of the treacherous 

Gerunn perseverance, has compiled a thick volume of various readings; the Held
~nt uch, the old Danish poems by Grimm, the Eddas, c:c. llerbert's AttHa, p. 510,
" seq.-M.

* 'l'he Scythian was an idiot or a lunatic; the :Moor a regular butroon.-M. 
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design which had been concealed under tl1e mask of the public 
faith. The surprise and satisfaction of Edccon, when he contem
plated the splendor of Constantinople, had encouraged the inter
preter Vigilius to procure for him a secret interview with the 
eunuch Chrysaphius, H who governed the emperor and the em
pire. After some previous conversation, amI a mutual oath of se
crecy, the eunuch, who had not, from his own feelings or experiq 

ence, imbibed any exalted notions of ministerial virtue, ventured 
to propose the death of Attila, as an important service, by which 
Edecon might deserve a liberal share of the wealth and luxury 
which he admired. The ambassador of the Huns listened to the 
tempting offer; and professed, with apparent zeal, his ability, as 
well as readinesS', to execute the bloody deed: the design was 
communicated to the master of the offices, and the devout Theo
dosiug consented to the assassination of his invincible enemy. 
But this perfidious conspiracy was defeated by the dissimulation, 
or the repentance, of Euecon; and though he might exaggerate 
his inward abhorrence for the treason which he seemed to ap
prove, he dexterously assumed the merit of an early and voluntary 
confession. If we now review the embassy of Maximin, and the 
behavior of Attila, we must applaud the barbarian, who respected 
the laws of hospitality, and generously entertained and dismissed 
the minister of a prince who had conspired against his life. But 
the rashness of Vigilius will appear still more extraordinary, since 
he returned, conscious of his guilt and danger, to the royal camp, 
accompanied by his son, and carrying with him a weighty purso 
of gold, which the favorite eunuch had furnished to satisfy the 
demands of Ed.econ, and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 
The interpreter was instantly seized, and dragged before the tri
bunal of Attila, where he asserted his innocence with specious 
firmness, till the threat of inflicting instant death on his son ex
torted from him a sincere discovery of the criminal transaction. 
Under the name of ransom or confiscation, the rapacious kiug of 
the Huns accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life of a 
traitor, whom he disdained to punish. He pointed his just indig
nation against a nobler object. His ambassadors, Eslaw and. 
Orestes, were immediately despatcbed to Constantinople, with a 
peremptory instruction, which it was much safer for them to exe· 
cute than to disobey. They boldly entered the Imperial presence, 
with the fatal purse hanging down from the neck of Orestes; whtJ 
interrogated the eunuch Chrysaphius, as he stood beside the 
throne, whether he recognized the evidence of his guilt. But the 
office of reproof was reserved for the superior dignity of his c~l
league, Eslaw, who gravely addressed the emperor of the East Ul 
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the following words: "Theodosius is the son of an illustrious 
and respectahle parent: Attila likewise is descended from a no
ble race; and he has supported, by his actions, the dig-nity which 
he inherited from his father l\luuuzuk. But Theodosius has for
feited his paternal honors, and, by consenting to pay tribute, has 
degraded himself to the condition of a slave. It is therefore just 
that he should reverence the man whom fortune and merit have 
placed above him j insteltd of attempting, like a wicked slave, 
clandestinely to conspire against his master." The son of Arca
dius, who was accustomed only to the voice of flattery, heard 
with astonishment the severe language of truth: he blushed and 
trembled; nor did he presume directly to refuse the head of 
Chrysaphius, which Eslaw and Orestes were instructed to de
mand. A solemn embassy, armed with fun powers and magnifi
cent gifts, was hastily sent to deprecate the wrath of Attila; and 
his pride was gratified by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius, 
two ministers of consular or patrician rank, of whom the one was 
great treasurer, and the other was master-general of the armies 
of the East. He condescended to meet these ambassadors on the 
banks of the River Drenco; anQ ';hough he at first affected a stern 
and haughty demeanor, his anger was insensibly mollified by 
their eloquence and liberality. He condescended to pardon the 
emperor, the eunuch, and ~the interpreter; bound himself by an 
oath to observe the conditioris of peace; released a great number 
of captives j abandoned the fugitives and deserters to their fate; 
and resigned a large territory, to the south of the Danube, which 
he had already exhausted of its wealth and inhabitants. But this 
treaty lYas purchased at an expense which might have supported 
a vigorous and successful war: and the subjects of Theodosius 
were compelled to redeem the safety of a worthless favorite by 
oppressive taxes, which they would more cheerfully have paid for 
his destruction. 49 

.The emperor Theodosius did not long survive the most humili
atmg circumstance of an inglorious life. As he was riding or 
hunting in the neighborhood of Constantinople, he was thrown 
!"r?m his horse into the River Lycus : the spine of the back was 
InJ';Ired by the fall; and he expirdd some days afterwards, in the 
fi,ftleth year of his age, and the forty-third of his reign. 50 His 
8:st.er Pulcheria, whose uuthority had been controlled, both in 
ClVII and ecclesiastical affairs, by the pernicious influence of the 
eunuchs, was unanimously proclaimed Empress of the East j and 
the Romans, for the first time, submitted to a female reign. No 
Sooner had Pulcheria ascended the throne, than she indulged her 
own and the public resentment, by an act of llopular justice. 
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Without any legal trial, the eunuch Chrysaphius was executed be 
fore the gates of the city; and the immense riches which had 
been accumulated by the rapacious favorite, served only to hasten 
and to justify his punishment. 01 Amidst the general acclamations 
of the clergy and people, the empress did not forget the preju. 
dice and disadvantage to which her sex was exposed; and she 
wisely resolved to prevent their murmurs by the choice of a col
league, who would always respect the superior rank and virgin 
chastity of his wife. She gave her hand to Marcian, a senator, 
about sixty years of age ; and the nominal husband of Pulcheria. 
was solemnly invested with the Imperial purple. The zeal which 
he displayed for the orthodox creed, as it was established by the 
council of Chalcedon, would alone have inspired the grateful elo· 
quence of the Catholics. But the behavior of l\farcian in a private 
life, and afterwards on the throne, may support a more rational 
belief, that he was qualified to restore and invigorate an empire, 
which had been almost dissolved by the successive weakness of 
two hereditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and educated 
to the profession of arms; hut Marcian's youth had been severely 
exercised by poverty and misfortune, since his only resource, 
when he first arrived at Constantinople, consisted in two hundred 
pieces of gold, which he had borrowed of a friend. He passed 
nineteen years in the domestic and military service of Aspar, and 
his son Ardaburius; followed those powerful generals to the Per
sian and African wars; and obtained, by their influence, the 
honorable rank of tribune and senatof. His mild disposition, and 
useful talents, without alarming the jealousy, recommended Mar
cian to the esteem and favor of his patrons; he had seen, per
haps he had felt, the abuses of a venal and oppressive administra
tion; :md his own example gave weight and energy to the laws, 
which he promulgated fOf the reformation of manners. ~11 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

INVASION OF GAUL BY ATTILA.-ilE IS REPULSED BY 1ETIU:5 AND 
TIlE VISIGOTHS.-ATTILA INVADES AND EVACUATES ITALY.-THE 
DEATHS OF ATTILA, 2ETIUS, AND VALENTINIAN TIlE THIRD. 

IT was the opinion of ~Iarcian, that war should be avoided, as 
long as it was possible to preserve a secure and honorable peace; 
but it was likewise his opinion, that peace cannot be honorable 
or secure, if the sovereign betrays a pusillanimous aversion to 
war. 'I'his temperate courage dictated his reoly to th~ ded 
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mands of Attila, who insolently pressed the payment of the 
annual tribute. The emperor signified to the barbarians, that 
they must no longer insult the majesty of Rome by the men
tion of a tribute; that he was disposed to reward, with becom
ing liberality, the faithful friendship of his allies; but that, if 
they presumed to violate the public peace, they should feel that 
he possessed troops and arms, and resolution, to repel their at
tacks. The same language, even in the camp of the Huns, was 
"Jsed by his ambassador Apollonius, whose bold refusal to deliver 
the presents, till he had been admitted.to a l)ersonal interview, 
displayed a sense of dignity, and a contempt of danger, which 
Attila was not prepared to expect from the degenerate Romans. l 

He threatened to chastise the rash successor of Theodosius; but 
he hesitated whether he should first direct his invincible arms 
against the Eastern or the Western empire. 'While mankind 
awaited his decision with awful suspense, he sent an equal defi
ance. to the courts of Ravenna and Constantinople; and his min
isters saluted the two emperors with the 8ame haughty declara
tion. " Attila, my lord, and thy lord, commands thee to provide 
a palace for his immediate reception." 2 But as the barbarian 
despised, or affected to despise, the Romans of the East, whom 
he had so often vanquished, he soon declared his resolution of 
suspending the easy conquest till he had achieved a more glorious 
and important enterprise. In the memorable invasions of Gaul 
and Italy, the Huns were naturally attracted by the wealth and 
fertility of those provinces; but the particular motives and prov
ocations of Attila can only be explained by the state of the West
ern empire under the reign of Valentinian, Of, to speak more 
correctly, under the administration of .LEtius. S 

After the death of his rival Boniface, LEtius llad prudently 
retired to the tents of the Buns: and he was indebted to their 
alliance for his safety and his restoration. Instead of the suppliant 
language of a tfuilty exi1e, he solicited his pardon at the head of 
sixty thousant barbarians; and the empress Placidia confessed, 
by a feeble resistance, that the condescension, which might 4ave 
l)ccn ascribed to clemency, was the effect of weakness or fear. 
She delivered herself, her son Valentinian, and the Western em· 
pire, into the hands of an insolent subject; nor could Placidia 
protect the son-in-law of Boniface. the virtuous and faithful 
tleoastian,4 from the implacahle persecution, which urged him from 
one kingdom to another, till he miserably perished in the service 
of the Vandals. The fortunate .LEtius, who was immediately 
promoted to the rank of patrician, and thrice invested with tho 
hOn()fS of the consulship, assumed, with the title of master of tho 
cavalry and infantry, the whole military rOWel of the state: and 
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he is sometimes styled, by contemporary writers, the duke, {)I 

general, of the Romans of the West. His prudence, rather than 
his virtue, engaged him to leave the grandson of Theodosius in the 
possession of the purple; and Valentinian was permitted to enjoy 
the peace and lUxury of Italy, while the patrician appeared in the 
glorious light of a hero and a patriot, who supported near twenty 
years the ruins of the Western empire. The Gothic historian in
genuously confesses, that lEtius was born for the salvation of the 
Homan republic ; ~ and the following portrait, though it is drawn 
in the fairest colors, must be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. * "His mother was a wealthy 
and noble Italian, and his father, Gaudentius, who held a distin~ 
guished rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rose from the 
station of a military domestic, to the dignity of master of the 
cavalry. Their son, who was enrolled almost in his infancy in 
the guards, was given as a hostage, first to Alaric, and afterwards 
to the Huns; t and he succpssively obtained the civil and military 

• Some valuable fragments of a poetical panegyric on AWus by Merobaudes, a 
Spaniard, have been recovered from a palimp8e8t MS. by the eagacily aud indust.ry 
of Niebuhr. They have beeo reprmted in the llew edition of the Byzantine HIS
torian!!. The plJet speaks in glowinO' terms of the long (annosa) peace enjoyed 
ncder the admini8tration of lEtius. l'he verse8 are very spirited. The poet wa» 
Jewarded by a statue publicly dedicated to hiS honor in Rome: 

Danuvii cum pace redit, Tallaimqne furore 
Exuit, et nigro candentcs rethcrc tcrras 
ltlltrtc ~uo cnrui!'Bc juoet. Dedit otia ferro 
Caucasus, et I:!mvi condemnant prmlia regcs. 
Addidit hibcrni famulantia fcedcra Rhenus 
Orbis . . . . • 
LU8trat Aremoricos jam mitior ineola saltus ; 
Perdidit et more", tellu",. adsuetllque "revo 
Crimine qUall5itas silvis celare l"'Jph:a!', 
Discit inexpertis Cerercm committcre campis. 
C:esareoque din manus obluctata Iabori 
Sustmct acceptas nostro snb consule leges; 
Et quamvis GCtiCIS sukum confulldat aratri8, 
Barbara vicinm refngit consOltia gentis. 

1tlerobaudes, p. 11.-M. 
t 	- cum ScythiciR 8uccumberct ensibus orbis, 

Tclaq.ne Tarpcias prcmercnt Arctoa 8ecurcs, 
H08tllem fl'e!.!;it rablcm, pignu~quc superbi 
Fced~ris et mllndi pretium 1uit. Hinc modo voti 
Rata fidcs, validis quoII dux premat impigcr armis 
Edomuit quos pace, ner; bellumqllc repI-cs~it 
Ignllrus quid bella fOlcnt. Stnpuere feroeel:l 
In tenero jam membra Octm. Rl'x ip~e, verendum 
Miratns pued deeu8 et prodentia fatum 
Lumma_ III-immvas dedf'rIlt gf'stare faretras. 
Llludal'lltque 1l111SUS librantem et tela gerentem 
Oblitus quod noster erato Pro ncscia rcgi8 
Corda, feris quanto populis discrimine con!!tet 
::~~od Latium dooet arma ducem. 

Merobaudes, Panegyr. p. 15.- M.. 
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honors of the palace, for which lIe was equally qualified by superior 
merit. The graceful figure of lEtius was not above the middle 
stature j but his manly limbi:! were admirably formed for strength, 
beauty, and agility; and he excelled in the martial exercises of 
managing a horse, drawing the bow, and darting the j~velin. He 
could patiently endure the want of food, or of sleep j and his mind 
and body were alike capable of the most labotious efforts. He 
possessed the genuine courage that can despise not only dangers, 
but injuries: and it was impossible either to co,rrupt, or deceive, 
or intimidate, the firm integrity of his soul." 6 The barbarians, 
who had seated themselves in the Western provinces, were insensi~ 
bly taught to respect the faith and valor of the patrician lEtius. 
He soothed their passions, consulted their prejudices, balanced 
their interests, and checked their ambition.* A seasonable treat.y, 
which he concluded with Genseric, protected Italy from the 
depredations of the Vandals; the independent Britons implored 
and acknowledged his salutary aid; the Imperial authority was 
restored and maintained in Gaul and Spain; and he compelled 
the Franks and the Suevi, whom he had vanquished in the field, 
to become the useful confederates of the republic. 

From a principle of interest, as well as gratitude, lEtius assid
uously cultivated the allia:Ice of the Huns. While he resided in 
their tents as a hostage, or an exile, he had familiarly conversed 
with Attila himself, the nephew of his benefactor; and the two 
famous antagonists appeared to have been connected by a personal 
and military frienJship, which they afterwards confirmed by 
mutual gifts, frequent embassies, and the education of Carpilio, 
the son of lEtius, in the camp of Attila. By the specinus profes
sions of gratitude and voluntary attachment, the patrician might 
disguise his apprehensions of the Scythian conqueror, who pressed 
the two empires with his innumerable armies. His demands were 
obeyed or eluded. When he claimed the spoils of a vanquished 
city, some vases of gold, which had been fraudulently embezzled, 
the civil and military governors of Noricum were immediately 
flespatched to satisfy his complamts : 'I' and it is evident, from their 
conversation with Maximin and Priscus, in the royal village, that 
the valor and prudence of lEtius had not saved the Western Romans 
from the common ignominy of tribute. Yet his dexterous policy 

• 	Insessor Libyes, quamvifl, fatalihus armis 
Ausus Elitl::ei 80lium fl't"cind.'re regni,
},Iilibue Arctois Tyrias cOffil'leverat arccs 
Nunc hostem exntus pacti8 proprioribus arsit 
Romanam vincire fidem, Llltio~q\le parentes
Adnumerare sibi, l'ociamquc intexere prolem. 

llerobaudcs, p. 12.-'1&. 
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prolonged the advantages of a salutary peace; and a numerous 
army of Huns and Alalli; whom he had attached to his person, 
was employed in the defence of Gaul. Two colonies of these 
barbarians were judiciously fixed in the territories of Valens and 
Drleans ; 8 and their active cavalry secured the important passages 
of the Rhone hnd of the Loire. These savage allies were not indeed 
less formidable to the subjects than ttl the enemies of Rome. Their 
original settlement was enforced with the licentious violence ot 
conquest, and the province through which they marched was 
exposed to all the calamities of a hostile invasion. Q Strangers to 
the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul were devoted to 
the ambition of JEtius; and though he might suspect, that, in a 
contest with Attila himself, they would revolt to the standard of 
their national king, the patrician labored to restrain, rather than to 
excite, their zeal and resentment against the Goths, the Burgun
dians, and the Franks. 

The kingdom estahlished by the Visigoths in the southern 
provinces of Gaul, had gradually aequired strength and maturity; 
and the conduct of those ambitious barbarians, either in peace or 
war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of lEtius. After the death 
of Wallia, the Gothic sceptre devolved to Theodoric, the son of 
the great Alaric; 10 and his prosperous reign of more than thirty 
years, over a turbulent people, may be allowed to prove, that his 
prudence was supported by uncommon vigor, both of mind and 
body. Impatient of his narrow limits, Theodoric aspired to the 
possession of ArIes, the wealthy seat of government and commerce; 
but the city was saved by the timely approach of lEtius; and tho 
Gothic king, who had raised the siege with some loss and disgrace, 
was persuaded, for an adequate subsidy, to divert the martial 
valor of his subjects in a Spanish war. Yet Theodoric still 
watched, and eagerly seized, the favorable moment of renewing 
his hostile attempts. The Goths besieged Narbonne, while the 
Belgic provinces were invaded by the Burgundians; and the public 
safety was threatened on every side by the apparent union of the 
enemies of Rome. On every side, the activity of lEtius, and his 
Scythian cavalry, opposed a firm and successful resistance. Twenty 
thousand Burgundians were slain in battle; and the remains of 
the nation humbly accepted a dependent seat in the mountains of 
Savoy.ll The walls of Narbonne had been shaken by the batter
ing engines, and the' inhabitants had endured the last extremities 
of famine, when Count Litorius, approaching iu silence, and, 
directing each horseman to carry behind him two sacks of flour, 
cut his way through the intrenchments of the besiegers. The 
siege was immediately raised; and the more decisive victory, 
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which is ascribed to the personal conduct of JEtius himself, was 
marked with the blood of eight thousand Goths. But in the 
absence of the patrician, who was hastily summoned to Italy by 
some public or private interest, Count Litorius succeeded to the 
command: and his presumption soon discovered that far different 
talents are required to lead a wing of cavalry, or to direct the 
operations of an important war. At the head of an army of Huns, 
he rashly advanced to the gates of Thoulouse, full of c&reless con
tempt for an enemy whom his misfortunes had rendered prudent, 
and his situation made desperate. The predictions of the augurs 
had ·inspired Litorius with the profane confidence that he should 
enter the Gothic capital in triumph j and the trust which he 
reposed in his Pagan allies, encouraged him to reject the fair con
ditions of peace, which were repeatedly proposed by the bishops 
in the name of Theodoric. The king of the Goths exhibi ted in 
his distress the edifying contrast of Christian piety and modera
tion j nor did he lay aside his sackcloth and ashes till he was pre
pared to arm for the combat.' His soldiers, animated with the 
martial and religious enthusiasm, assaulted the camp of Litorius. 
'rhe conflict was obstinate; the slaughter was mutual. The 
Roman general, after a total defeat, which could be imput(ld only 
to his unskilful rashness, was actually led through the streets of 
Thoulouse, not in his own but in a hostile triumph; and the misery 
which he experienced, in a long and ignominious captivity, excited 
the compassion of the barbarians themselves. a Such a loss, in a 
country whose spirit and finances were long since exhausted, could 
not easily be repaired; and the Goths, assuming, in their turn, the 
sentiments of ambition and revenge, would have planted their 
victorious standards on the banks of the Rhone, if the presence of 
..iEtius had not restored strength and discipline to the Romans. ls 

The two armies expected the signal of a decisive action: but the 
generals, who were conscious of each other's force, ann doubtful 
of their own superiority, prudently sheathed their swmds in the 
field of battle; and their reconciliation was permanent and sincere. 
Theodoric, king of the Visigoths, appears to have de~erved the 
love of his subjects, the confidence of his allies, and the esteem of 
mankind. His throne was surrounded by six valiant sons, who 
Were educated with equal care in the exercises of the barbarian 
camp, and in those of the Gallic schools: from the study of the 
Roman jurisprudence, they acquired the theory, at least, of law 
and justice; and the harmonious verse of Virgil contributed to 
soften the asperity of their native manners.14 The two daughters 
o~ the Gothic king were given in marriage to the eldest sons of the 
kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals, who reigned in Spain and 
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Africa: but these illustrious alliances were pregnant with guilt and 
discord. The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death of a husband 
inhumanly massacred by her brother. The princess of the Vandals 
was the victim of a jealous tyrant, whom she called her father. 
The cruel Genseric suspected that his sen's wife had conspired to 
poison him; the supposed crime was punished by the amputation 
of her nose and ears j and the unhappy daughter of Theodoric 
was ignominiously returned to the court of Thoulouse in that 
deformed and mutilated condition. This horrid act, which must 
seem illcredible to a civilized age, arew tears from every spectator; 
but Theodoric was urged, by the feelings of a parent and a king, 
to revenge such irreparable injuries. The Imperial ministers, 
who always cherished the discord of the barbarians, would have 
supplied the Goths with arms, and ships, and treasures, for the 
African war; and the cruelty of Genseric ruight have been fatal 
to himself, if the artful Vandal had not armed, in his cause, the 
formidable power of the Huns. His rich gi;~s and pressing solici
tations inflamed the ambition of Attila; and the designs of 1Etius 
and Theodoric were prevented by the invasion of Gaul. 1& 

The Franks, whose monarchy was still confined to the neighbor
hood of the Lower Rhine, had wisely established the right of 
hereditary succession in the noble family of the Merovingians. 16 

These princes were elevated on a buckler, the symbol of military 
command; 17 and the royal fashion of long hair was the ensign of 
their birth and dignity. Their flaxen locks, which they combed 
and dressed with singular care, hung down in flowing ringlets on 
their back and shoulders; while the rest of the nation were 
obliged, either by law or custom, to shave the hinder part of their 
head, to comb their hair over the forehead, and to content them
selves with the ornament of two small whiskers. IS The lofty stat
ure of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a Germanic 
origin; their close apparel accurately expr~ssed the figure of their 
limbs; a weighty sword was suspended from a broad belt; their 
bodies were protected by a large shield ; and these warlike bar
barians were trained, from their earliest youth, to run, to leap, to 
swim; to dart the javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim; to 
advance, without hesitation, against a superior enemy; and ~o 
maintain, either in life or death, the invincible reputation of theIr 
ancestors. III Clodion, the first of their long-haired kings, who~e 
name and actions are mentioned in authentic history, held Ius 
residence at Dispargum, ~o a village, or fortress, whose place may 
be assigned between Louvain and Brussels. From the report of 
his spies, the king of the Franks was informed, that the defence
less state of the second Belgic must yield, on the slightest attack, 
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to the valor of his subjects. He boldly penetrated through the 
thickets and morasses of the Carbonarian forest; ~l occupied 
Tournay and Cambray, the only cities which existed in the fifth 
century, and extended <his conquests as far as the River Somme, 
over a desolate country, whose cultivation and populousness are 
the effects of more recent industry. ~~ While Clodion lay en
camped in the plains of Artois,23 and celebrated, with vain and 
ostentatious secmity, the marriage, perhaps, of his son, the nup
tial feast was interrupted by the unexpected and unwelcome pres
ence of lEtius, who had passed the Somme at the head of his 
light cavalry.. The tables, which had been spread under the 
shelter of a hill, along the banks of a pleasant stream, were 
rudely overturned; the Franks were oppressed before they could 
recover their arms, or their ranks; and their unavailing valor was 
fatal only to themselves. The loaded wagons, which had fol
lowed their march, afforded a rich booty; and the virgin-bride, 
with her female attendants, submitted to the new lovers, who 
Were imposed on them by the chance of war. This ad,,"antage, 
which had been obtajned by the skill and activity of lEtius, might 
reflect some disgrace on the military prudence of Clodion j but the 
king of the Franks soon regained his strength and reputation, and 
still maintained the possession of his Gallic kingdom from the 
Rhine to the Somme. ~4 Under his reign, and most probably from 
the enterprising spirit of his subjects, his three capitals, Mentz, 
Treves, and Cologne, experienced the effects of hostile cruelty and 
avariec. The distress of Colognc was prolonged by the perpetual 
dominion of the same barbarians, who evacuated the ruins of 
Treves j and Treves, which in the space of forty years had been four 
times besieged and pillaged: was disposed to lose the memory of 
her afflictions in the vain amusements of the Circus.~:; The dMth 
of Clodion, after a reign of twenty years, exposed his kingdom 
to the discord and ambition of his two sons. ~Ieroveus, the 
younger,26 was persuaded to implore the protection of Rome; he 
Was receiyed at the Imperial court, as the ally of Valentinian, and 
the adopted ilon of the patrician lEtius ; and dismissed to his na, 
tive country, with splenaid gifts, and the strongest assurances of 
friendship and support. During his absence, his elder brother 
had solicited, with equal ardor, the formidable aid of Attila; and 
the king of the Huns embraced an alliance, which facilitated the 
l)Rssa.ge of the Rhine, and justified, by a specious and honorable 
pretence, the invasion of Gaul. 21 

When Attila declared his resolution of supporting the cause of 
his allies, the Vandals and the Franks, at the same time, and 
almost in the spirit of romantic chivalry, the savage monarch pr~ 
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fessed himself the lover and champion of the princess Honoria. 
The sister of Valentinian was educated in the palace of Ravenna. 
and as her marriage might be productive of some danger to the 
state, she was raised, by the title of AttguSUt,28 above the hope!.:J 
of the most presumptuous subject. But the fair Honoria had no 
sooner attained the sixteenth year of her age, than she detested 
the importunate greatness which must forever exclude her from 
the comforts of honorable love; in the midst of vain and unsatis~ 
factory pomp, Honoria sighed, yielded to the impulse of nature, 
and threw herself into the arms of her chamberlain Eugenius. 
Her guilt and shame (such is the absurd language of imperious 
man) were so011 betrayed by the appearances of pregnancy; but 
the disgrace of the royal family was published to the world by 
the imprudence of the empress Placidia; who dismissed her 
daughter; after a strict and shameful confinement, to a remote ex~ 
ile at Constantinople. The unhappy princess passed twelve or 
fourteen years in the irksome society of the sisters of Theodosius, 
and their chosen virgins; to whose crown Honoria could no longer 
aspire, and whose monastic assiduity of prayer, fasting, and 
vigils, she reluctantly imitated. Her impatience of long and 
hopeless celibacy urged her to embrace a strange and desperate 
resolution. The name of Attila was familiar and formidable at 
Constantinople; and his frequent embassies entertained a perpet
ual intercourse between his camp and the Imperial palace. In the 
pursuit of love, or rather of revenge, the daughter of Placidia 
sacrificed every duty and every prejudice; and offered to deliver 
her person into the arms of a barbarian, of whose language she 
was ignorant, whose figure was scarcely human, and whose relig
ion and manners she abhorred. By the ministry of a faithful 
eunuch, she transmitted to Attila a ring, the pledge of her affec~ 
tion; and earnestly conjured him to claim her as a lawful spouse, 
to whom he had been secretly betrothed. These indecent ad~ 
vances were received, however, with coldness' and disdain; and 
the king of the Huns continued to multiply the number of his 
wives, till his love was awakened by the m re forcible passions of 
ambition and avarice. The invasion of Guul was preceded, and 
justified, by a formal demand of the princess Honoria, with a just 
and equal share of the Imperial patrimony. His predecessors, the 
ancient Tanjous, had often addressed, in the same hostile and 
peremptory manner, the daughters of China; and the pretensions 
of Attila were not less offensive to the majesty of Rome. A firm, 
but temperate, refusal was communicated to his ambassadors. 
The right of female succession, though it might derive a speciouS 
argument from the recent examples of Placidia and Pulcheria, ",as. 
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~renuously denied;' and the indissoluble engagements of Honoria 
were opposed to the claims of her Scythian lover. 29 On the dis
covery of her connection with the king of the Huns, the guilty 
princess had been sent away, as an object of horror, from Con
stantinople to Italy: her life wail- spared; but the ceremony of 
her marriage was performed with some obscure and nominal hus
band, before she was immured in a perpetual prison, to bewail 
those crimes and misfortunes, which Honoria might have escaped, 
had she not been born the daughter of an emperor. 30 

A native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the learned and eloquent 
Sidonius, who was afterwar4s bishop of Clermont, had made a 
promise to one.of his friends, that he would compose a regular 
history of the war of Attila. If the modesty of Sidonius had not 
discouraged him from the prosecution of this interesting work, 31 

the hIstorian would have related, with the simplicity of truth, 
those memorable events, to which the poet, in vague and doubtful 
metaphors, has concisely alluded. S~ The kings and nations of 
Germany and Scythia, from the Volga perhaps to the Danube, 
obeyed the warlike summons of Attila. From the royal village in 
the plains of Hungary his standard moved towards the West; 
and after a march of seven or eiglft hundreu miles he reached the 
conflux of the Rhine and the Neckar, where he was joined by the 
Franks, who adhered to his ally, the elder of the sons of Clodion. 
A troop of light barbarians, who roamed in quest of plunder, 
might choose t.he winter for the convenience of passing the river 
on the ice; but the innumerable cavalry of the Huns required 
81,1ch plenty of forage and provisions, as could be procured only in 
~ milder season; the Hercynian forest supplied materials for a 
bridge of boats; and the hostile myriads were poured, with resist
less violence, into the Belgic provinces. n The consternation of 
Gaul was universal; and the various fortunes of its cities have 
been adorned by tradition with martyrdoms and miracles. 3. 
Troyes was saved by the merits of St. Lupus; St. Servat.ius was 
removed from the world, that he might not behold the ruin of 
Tongres; and the prayers of St. Genevieve diverted the march of 
Attila from the neighborhood of Paris. But as the greatest vart 
of the Gallic cities were alike destitute of saints and soldiers, they 
were besieged and stormed by the Huns; who practised, in the 
example of l\Ietz,36 their customary maxims of war. They in
volved, in a promiscuous massacre, the priests who seryed at the 
~ltar, and the infants, who, in the hour of danger, had been prov
Idently bapti7.ed by the bishop; thu flourishing city was delivered 
to the flames, and a solitary chapel of St. Stephen marked the 
place where it formerly stood. From the Rhine and the }foselle, 
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Attila advanced into the heart of Gaul; crossed the Seine at Aux. 
erre; and, after a long and laborious march, fixed his camp under 
the walls of Orleans. He was desirous of securing his conquests 
by the possession of an advantageous post, which comillanded the 
passage of the Loire; and he depended on the secret invitation of 
Sangiban, king of the Alani, who had promised to betray th~ city, 
and to revolt from the service of the empire. But this treach~ 
erous conspiracy was detected and disappointed; Orleans had 
been strengthened with recent fortifications; and the assaults of 
the Huns were vigorously repelled by the faithful valor of the 
soldiers, or citizens, who defended the palace. The pastoral dili
gence of Anianus, a bishop of primitive sanctity and consummate 
prudence, exhausted every art of religious policy to support their 
courage, till the arrival of the expected succors. After an obsti
nate siege, the walls were shaken by the battering rams j the 
Huns had already occupied the suburbs; and the people, who 
were incapable of bearing arms, lay prostrate in prayer. Anianus, 
who anxiously counted the days and hours, despatched a trusty 
messenger to observe, from the rampart, the face of the distant 
country. He returned twice, without any intelligence that could 
inbpire hope or comfort; but, in his third report, he mentioned a 
small cloud, which he had faintly descried at the extremity of the 
horizon. "It is the aid of God I"~ exclaimed the bishop, in a 
tone of pious confidence; and the whole multitude repeated after 
him, "It is the aid of God." The remote object, on which every 
eye was fixed, became each moment larger, and more distinct; the 
Roman and Gothic banners were gradually perceived;.. and·a 
favorable wind blowing aside the dust, discovered, in deep array, 
the impatient squadrons of .1Etius and Theodoric, who pressed 
forwards to the relief of Orleans. 

The facility with which Attila had penetrated into the heart of 
Gaul, may be ascribed to his insidious policy, as well as to the 
terror of his arms. His public declarations were skilfully miti
gated by his private assurances; he alternately soothed and 
threatened the Homans and the Goths; and the courts of Ravenna 
and Thoulouse, mutually suspicious of each other's intentions, 
beheld, with supine indjfference, the approach of their common 
enemy. .lEtius was the sole guardian of the public safety; but 
his wisest measures were embarrassed by a faction, VI' hieh, since 
the death of Placidia, infested the Imperial palace; the youth of 
Italy trembled at the sound of the tmmpet; and the barbarians, 
who, from fear or affection, were inclined to the cause of Attila, 
awaited, with doubtful and venal faith, the event of the war. 
The patrician passed the A.lps at the head of some troops, whose 
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strength and numbers scarcely deserved the name of an army. 3G 

But on his arrival at ArIes, or Lyons, he was confounded by the 
intelligence, that the Yisigoths, refusing to embrace the defence 
of Gaul, had determined to expect, within their own territories, 
the formidable invader, whom they professed to despise. The 
senator Avitus, who, after the honorable exercise of the 
Prretorian prrefecture, had retired to his estate in Auvergne, was 
persuaded to accept the important embassy, which he exe
cuted with ability and tluceess. He represented to Theodoric, 
that an ambitious conqueror, who aspired to the dominion of the 
earth, could be resisted only by the firm and unanimous alliancn 
of the powers whom he labored to oppress. The lively eloquellCe 
of Avitus inflamed the Gothic warriors, by the description of the 
injuries which their ancestors had suffered from the Huns; whose 
implacable fury still pursued them from the Dnnube to the foot of 
the Pyrenees. He strenuously urged, that it was the duty of 
every Christian to save, from sacrilegious violation, the churches 
of God, and the relics of the saints: that it was the interest of 
every barbarian, .who llad acquired a settlement in Gaul, to de
fend the fields and vineyards, which were cultivated for his use, 
against the desolation of the Scythian shepherds. Theodoric 
yielded to the evidence of truth; adopted .the measure at once the 
most prudent and the most honorable; and dec1ared, that, as the 
faithful ally of JEtius and the Romans, he was ready to expose 
his life and kinbdom for the common safety of Gaul. 37 The Visi
goths, who, at that time, were in the mature VIgor of their fame 
and power, obeyed with alacrity the signal of war; prepared 
their arms and horses, and assembled under the standard of their 
aged king, who was resolved, with his two eldest sons, Torismond 
and Theodoric, to command in person his numerous and valiant 
people. The example of the Goths determined several tribes or 
nations, that seemed to fluctuate between the Huns and the Ro
mans. The indefatigable diligence of the patrician gradually col
lected the troops of Gaul and Germany, who had formerly ac
knowledged themselves the subjects, or soldiers, of the republic, 
but who now claimed the rewards of voluntary service, and the 
rank of independent allies; the Looti, the Armoricans, the Breo
nes, the Saxons, the Burgundians, the Sarmatians, or Alani, the 
Hiplarians, and the Franks who followed :Meroveus as their lawful 
prmce. Such was the various army, which, under the ('onduct of 
.LEtius and Theodoric, advanced, by rapid marches, to relieve Or
leans, and to give battle to the innumerable host of Attila. <8 

. On their approach, the king of the Huns immediately r~ised tho 
SIege, and sounded a retreat to recall the foremost of hIS troop~ 
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from the pillage of a city which they had already entered. 99 The 
valor of Attila was always guided by his prudence; and as he 
foresaw the fatal consequences of a defeat in the heart of Gaul, he 
repassed the Seine, and expected the enemy in the plains of Oha
~ons, whose smooth and level surface was adapted to the opera
tions of his Scythian cavalry. But in this tumultuary retreat, the 
vanguard of the Romans and their allies continually pressed, and 
sometimes engaged, the troops whom A.ttila had posted in the 
rear; the hostile columns, in the darkness of the night and the 
perplexity of the roads, might encounter each other without de· 
sign; and the bloody conflict of the Franks and Gepidrn, in 
which fifteen thousand 40 barbarians were slain, was a prelude to 
a more general and decisive action. The Oatalaunian fields 41 

spread themselves round Chalons, and extend, according to the 
vague measurement of Jornandes, to the length of one hundred 
and fifty, and the breadth of one hundred miles, over the whole 
province, which is entitled to the appellation of a champaig.n 
country. U This spacious plain was distinguished, however, by 
Bome inequalities of .ground ; and the importance of a height, 
which commanded the camp of Attila, was understood and dis
puted by_ the two generals. The young and valiant Torismond 
first occupied the summit j the Goths rushed with irresistible 
weight on the Huns, who labored to ascend from the opposite 
side : and the possession of thi8 advantageous post inspired both 
the troops and their leaders with a fair assurance of victory. The 
anxiety of Attila prompted him to consult his priests and harus
pices. It was reported, that, after scrutinizing the entrails of 
victims, and scraping their bones, they revealed, in mysterious 
language, his own d.3feat, with the death of bis principal adver
sary; and that the barbarian, by accepting the equivalent, ex
pressed his involuntary esteem for the superior merit of lEtius. 
But the unusual despondency, which seemed to prevail among the 
Huns, engaged Attila to use the expedient, so familiar to the gen
erals of antiquity, of animating his troops by a military oratinn ; 
and his language was that of a king, who had often fought and 
conquered at their head. 43 He pressed them to consider their 
past glory, their actual danger, and their future hopes. The sa~e 
fortune, which opened the deserts und morasses of Scythia to theIr 
unarmed valor, which had laid so many warlike nations'prostrate 
at their feet, had reserved the joys of this memorable field for the 
consummation of their victories. The cautious steps of their ene
mies, their strict alliance, and their advantageous posts, he art
fully represented as the effects, not of prudence, but of fear. T.he 
Visigoths alone were the strength and nerves of the OPPOSlto 
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army j and the Huns might securely trample on the degenerate 
Romans, whose close and compact order betrayed their apprchen
flions, and who were equally incalJable of supporting the dangers 
or the fatigues of a day of battle. The doctrine of predestination, 
so favorable to martial vhtue, was carefully inculcated by the 
I:ing of the Huns; who assured his subjects, that the warriors, 
protected by Heaven, were safe and invulnerable amidst the darts 
of the enemy ; hut that the unerring Fates would strike their vic
tims in the bosom of inglorious peace. "I myself," continued 
Attila, "will throw the first javelin, and the wretch who refuses 
to imitate the example of his sovereign, is devoted to inevitable 
death. " The spirit of the barbarians was rekindled by the pres
ence, the voice, and the example of. their· int.repid leader; and 
Attila, yielding to their impatience, immediately formed his order 
of battle. At the head of his brave and faithful Huns, he occu
pied in person the centre of the line. The nations subject to his 
empire, the Rugians, the Heruli, the Thuringians, the Franks, the 
Burgundians, were extended on either hand, over the ample space 
of the Catalaunian fields; the right wing was commanded by Ar
daric, king of the Gepidre; and the three valiant brothers, who 
reigned over the Ostrogoths, were posted on the left to'oppose the 
kindred tribes of the Visigoths. The disposition of the allieH was 
regulated by a different principle. Sangiban, the faithless king 
of the Alani, was pla@cd in the centre, where his motions might 
he strictly watched, and his treachery might be instantly pun
ished. JEtius assumed the command of the left, and Theodoric 
of the right wing j while Torismond still continued to occupy the 
heights which appear to have stretched on the flank, and perhaps 
the rear, of the Scythian army. The nations from the Volga to 
the Atlantic were assembled on the plain of Chalons ; but many 
of these natiolls had been divided by faction, or conquest, or emi
gration; and the appearance of similar arms and ensigns, which 
threatened each other, presented the image of a civil war. 
. The discipline and tactics 'of the Greeks and Romans form an 
Interesting part of their national manners. The attentive study 
of the military operations of Xenophon, or Cresar, or Frederic, 
When they are described by the same genius which con~eived and 
executed them, may tend to improve (if such improvement can be 
Wished) the art of destroying the human species. But the battle 
of Chalons can only excite our curiosity by the magnitude of the 
o):>ject ; since it was decided by the blind impetuosity of barba
r~ans, and has been related by partial writers, whose civil or eccle
sIastical profession secluded them from the kno\\ ledge of military 
aiIalrs. Cassiodorus, however, had familiarly conversed wit.. 
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many Gothic warriors, who served in that memorable engag6 
ment; !' a conflict," as they informed him, "fierce, various, ob· 
stinate, and bloody; such as could not be paralleled either in the 
present or in past ages." The number of the slain amounted to 
one hundred and sixty-two thousand, or, according to another 
account, three hundred thousand persons; 44 and these incredi
ble exaggerations suppose a real and effective loss sufficient 
to justify the historian's remark, that whole generations may be 
swept away, by the madness of kings, in the space of a single 
hour. After the mutual and repeated discharge of missile weap
ons, in which the archers of Scythia might signalize their superior 
dexterity, the cav~lry and infantry of the two armies were furi
ously mingled in closer combat. The Huns, who fought under 
the eyes of their king, pierced through the feeble and doubtful 
centre of the allies, separated their wings from each other, and 
wheeling, with a rapid effort, to the left, directed their whole 
force against the Visigoths. As Theodoric rode along the ranks, 
to animate his troops, he received a mortal stroke from the javelin 
of Andages, a noble Ostrogoth, and immediately fell from his 
horse. The wounded king was oppressed in the general disorder, 
and trampled under the feet of his own cavalry; and this impor
tant death served to explain the ambiguous prophecy of the harus
pices. Attila already exulted in the confidence of victory, when 
the valiant Torismond descended from th~ hills, and verified the 
remainder of the prediction. The Visigoths, who had been 
thrown into confusion by the flight or defection of the Alani, 
gradually restored their order of battle; and the Huns were un
doubtedly vanquished, since Attila was compelled to retreat. He 
had exposed his person with the rashness of a private soldier; but 
the intrepid troops of the centre had pushed forwards beyond the 
rest of the line; their attack was faintly supported; their flanks 
were unguarded; and the conquerors of Scythia and Germany 
were saved by the approach of the night from a total defeat. 
They retired within the circle of wagons that fortified their 
camp; and the dismounted squadrons prepared themselves for a 
defence, to which neither their arms, nor their temper, were 
adapted. . The event was doubtful: but Attila had secured a last 
and honorable resource. The saddles and rich furniture of the 
cavalry were collected, by his order, into a funeral pile j aDd the 
magnanimous barbarian had resolved, if his intrenchments shoul.d 
be foreed, to rush headlong into the flames, and to deprive IllS 

enemif!s of the glory which they might have acquired, by the 
death or captivity of Attila. 4 r> 

But his enemies had passed the night in equal disorder and 

http:Attila.4r


OF THE ROMAN E.~IPIRE. 501 

anxiety. The inconsiderate courage of Torismond was tempted 
to urge the pursuit, till he unexpectedly found himself, with 8 

few followers, in the midst of the Scythian wagons. In the con
fusion of a nocturnal combat, he was thrown from his horse; and 
the Gothic plince must have perished like his futher, if his youth
ful strength, and the intrepid zeal of his companions, had not res
cued him from this dangerous situation. In the same manner, but 
on the left of the line, .1Etius himself, separated from his allies, 
ignorant of their victory, and anxious for their fate, encountered 
and escaped the hostile troops that were scattered over the plains 
of Chalons ~ and at length reached the camp of the Goths, which 
he could only fortify with a slight rampart of shields, till the 
dawn of day. The Imperial general was soon satistied of the de
feat of Attila, who still remained inactive within bis intrench
ments; and when he contemplated the bloody scene, he observed, 
with secret satisfaction, that the loss bad principally fallen on the 
barbarians. The body of Theodoric, pierced with honorable 
wounds, was discovered under a beap of the slain; his subjects 
bewailed the death of their king and father; but their tears were 
mingled with songs and acclamations, and his funeral rites were 
performed in the face of a vanquished enemy. The Goths, clash
ing their arms, elevated on a buckler his eldest son Torismond, to 
W hom they justly ascribed the glory of their success; and the. 
new king accepted the obligation of revenge as a sacred portion 
of his paternal inheritaRce. Yet the Goths themselves were aston
ished by the fierce and undaunted aspect of tbeir formidable an
tagonist; and their historian has compared Attila to a lion en
com passed in his den, and threatening his hunters with redoubled 
fury. The kings and nations who might have deserted his stand
ard in the hour of distress, were made sensible that the displeas
ure of their monarch was the most imminent and inevitable dan
ger. All his instruments of martial music incessantly sounded a 
loud and animating strain of defiance; and the foremost troops 
Who advanced to the assault were checked or destroyed by show
ers of arrows from every side of the intrenchments. It was deter
mined, in a general council of war, to besiege the king of the 

. Huns in his camp, to intercept his provisions, and to reduce him 
to the altcrnative of a disgraceful treaty or an unequal combat. 
But the impatience of the barbarians soon disdained these cau
tious and dilatory measurcs; and the mature policy of LEtius was 
apprehensive that, after the extirpation of the Huns, the republic 
would be oppressed by the pride and power of the Gothic nation. 
The patrician exerted the superior ascendant of authority and rea. 
Son to calm the passions, which the son of Theodoric considered 
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as a duty j represented, with seeming affection and real truth, the 
dangers of absence and delay, and persuaded Toriflmond to disap
point, by his speedy return, the ambitious designs of his brothers, 
who might occupy the throne and treasures of Thoulouse. 46 After 
the departure of the Goths, and the separation of the allied army, 
Attila was surprised at the vast silence that reigned over the 
plains of Chalons: the suspicion of some hostile strathgem de~ 
tained him several days within the circle of his wagons, an,d his 
retreat beyond the Rhine confessed the last victory which was 
achieved in the name of the 'Vestern ~empire. Meroveus and his 
Franks, ohserving a prudent distance, and magnifying the opin
ion of their strength by the numerous fires which they kindled 
every night, continued to follow the rear of the Huns till they 
reached the confines of Thuringia. The Thuringians served in 
the army of Attila: they traversed, both in their march and in 
their return, the territories of the Franks j and it was perhaps in 
this war that they exercised the cruelties which, about fourscore 
years afterwards, were revenged by the son of Clovis. They mas
sacred their hostages, as well as their captives: two hundred 
young maidens were tortured with exquisite and unrelenting 
rage j their bodies were torn asunder by wild horses, or theil 
bones were crushed under the weight of rolling wagons; and 
their unburied limbs were abandoned on the public roads, as a 
prey to dogs and vultures. Such were those savage ancestors, 
whose i;naginary virtues have sometimes excited the praise and 
envy of civilized ages t 47 

Neither the spirit, nor the forces, nor the reputation, of AttHa, 
were impaired by the failure of the Gallic expedition. In the 
ensuing spring he repeated his demand of the princess Honoria, 
and her patrimonial treasures. The demand was again rejected, 
or eluded; and the indignant lover immediately took the field, 
passed the Alps, invaded Italy, and besieged Aquileia with an in
numerable h08t of barbarians. Those barbarians were unskilled 
in the methods of conducting a regular siege, which, even among 
the ancients, required some knowledg'e, or at least some practice, 
of the mechanic arts. But the labor of many thousand provincials 
and captives, whose lives were sacrificed without pity, might exe
cute the most painful and dangerous work. . The skill of the Ro
man artists might be corrupted to the destruction of their coun~ 
try. The walls of Aqllileia were assaulted by a formidable train 
of battering rams, movable turrets, and engines, that threw 
stones, darts, and fire; 48 and the monarch of the Huns employed 
the forcible impulse of hope, fear, emulation, and interest, to sub
vert the only barrier which delayed the conquest of Ita}y. A9ui· 
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Icia was at that period one of the richest, the most populous, and 
the strongest of the maritime cities of the Adriatic coast. The 
Gothic auxiliaries, who appeared to have served under their na
tive princes, Alaric and Antala, communicated their intrepid 
spirit; and the citizens still remembered the glorious and success~ 
ful resistance, which their ancestors had opposed to a fierce, inex
orable harbarian, who disgraced the majesty of the Roman pur
ple. Three months were consumed without effect in the siege of 
Aquileia; till the want of provisions, and the clamors of his 
army, compelled Attila to relinquish the enterprise; and reluc
tantly to issue his orders, that the troops should strike their tents 
the next morning, and begin their retreat. But as he rode round 
the walls. pensive, angry, and disappointed, he observed a stork 
preparing to leave her nest, in one of the towers, and to fly with 
her infant family towards the country. He seized, with the ready 
penetration of a statesman, this trifling incident, which chance 
had offered to superstition ; llnd exclaimed, in a loud and cheer
ful tone, that such a domestic bird, so constantly attached to llU
man society, would never have abandoned her ancient seats, un
less those towers had been ·devoted to impending ruin and soli
tude. 4g 'fhe favorable omen inspired an assurance of victory; the 
siege was renewed and prosecuted with fresh vigor; a large 
breach was made in the part of the wall from whence the stork 
had taken her flight; the Huns mounted to the assault with irre
sistible fury; and the succeeding generation could scarcely dis
cover the ruins of Aquileia. M After this dreadful chastisement, 
Attila pursued his march; and as he passed, the cities of Alti
num, Concordia, and Padua, were reduced into heaps of stones 
and ashes. The inland towns, Vicenza, V crona, and Bergamo, 
were exposed to the rapacious cruelty of the Huns. :l\1ilan and 
Pavia submitted, without resistance, to the loss of their wealth; 
and applauded the unusual clemency which preserved from the 
flames the public, as well as private, buildings, and spared the 
lives of the captive multitude. The popular traditions of Co
mum, 'rurin, or ~Iodena, may justly be suspected; yet they concur 
with more authentic evidence to prove, that Attila spread his rav
ages over the rich plains of modern Lombardy; which are divided 
by the Po, and bounded by the Alps a.nd Apennine. ~l When he 
took possession of the royal palace of Milan, he was surprised and 
offended at the sight of a picture which represented the Cresars 
seated on their throne, and the princes of Scythia prostrate at 
their feet. The revenge which Attila inflicted on this monument 
of Roman vanity, was harmless and ingenious. He commanded a 
painter to reverse the figures and the attitudes; and the emperors 
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were delineated on the same canvas, approaching in a suppliant 
posture to empty their bags ·of tributary gold before the throne oi 
the Scythian monarch. D~ The spectators must have confessed th£" 
truth and propriety of the alteration j and were perhaps tempted 
to apply on this singular occasion, the well-known fable of the 
dispute betw"een t)lC lion aftd the man. 53 

It is a saying worthy of the ferocious pride of Attila, that the 
·grass never grew on the spot where his horse had trod. Yet tM 
savage destroyer undesignedly laid the foundation of a repubbc, 
which revived, in the feudal state of Europe, the art and spirit of 
commercial industry. The celebrated name of Venice, or Vene
tia,54 was formerly diffused over a large and fertile province of 
Italy, from the confines of Pannonia to the River Addua, a.nd 
from the Po to the Rhrntian and Julian Alps. Before the irrup
tion of the barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flouri!'lhed in peace and 
prosperity: Aquileia was placed in the most conspicuous station: 
but the ancient dignity of Padua was suppcrted by agriculture 
and manufactures j and the property of five hundred citizens, 
who were entitled to the equestrian rank, must have amounted, at 
the strictest computation, to one million seven hundred thousand 
pounds. Many families of Aquileia, Padua, and the adjacent 
towns, who fled from the sword of the Huns, found a safe, though 
obscure, refuge in the neighboring islands. 05 At the extremity of 
the Gulf, where the Adriatic feebly imitates the tides of the ocean, 
near a hundred small islands are separated by the shallow water 
from the continent, and protected from the waves by several long 
slips of land, which admit the entrance of vessels through some 
secret and narrow channels. 06 Till the middle of the fifth cen
tury, these remote and sequestered spots remained without culti
vation, with few inhabitants, and almost without a name. But 
the manners of the Venetian fugitives, their arts and their gov
ernment, were gradually formed by their new situation j and one 
of the epistles of Cassiodorus,57 which describes their condition 
about seventy years afterwards, may be considered as the 
primitive monument of the republic.* The minister of Theo

• The learned count Figlia!:'i has provM, in his memoirs upon the Veneti (Memorie 
de'Veneti primi e secondi del conte Figliasi, t. vi. Venezia, 1796), that from the 
most remote period this nation. which occnpied the country which has sinre been 
called the Venetian States or Terra Firma, likewise inhabited the islands scattered 
upon the coast, and that from thence arose the names of Venetia prima and secunda, 
of which the first apphed to the main laud and the second to the Islands and lagunes.
From the time of the Pelasgi and of the Etrurians, the first Veneti, inhabiting a fer
tile and pleasant country, devoted themselves to agriculture; the second, placed in 
the midst of canals, at the mouth of several rivers, conveniently situated with rt::
garu to the islands of Greece, as well as the fertile plains of Italy, applied them
Il:lves to ~vigation and commerce. Both submitted to the Romans a sbort timo 
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doric compares tllem, in his quaint acclamatory style, to water
fowl, who had fixed their nests Oll the bosom of the waves; and 
thuugh he allows, that the Venetian provinces had formerly con
tained many noble families, he insinuates, that they were now re
duced by misfortune to the same level of humble poverty. Fish 
was the common, and almost the universal, food of every rank: 
their only treasure consisted in the plenty of salt, which they ex
tracted from the sea: and the exchange of that commodity, so 
essential to human life, was substituted in the neighboring mar
kets to the currency of gold and silver. A people whose habita
tions might be doubtfully assigned to the earth or water, soon be
came alike familiar with the two elements; and the demands of 
avarice succeeded to those of nccessi~. The islanders, who, 
from Grado to Chiozza, were intimately connected with each 
other, penetrated into the heart of Italy, by the secure, though 
laborious, navigation of the rivers and inland canals. Their ves
sels, which were continually incr('asiI:g in size and number, visited 
aU the harbors of the Gulf; and the marriage, which Venice an
nually celebrates with the Adriatic, was contracted in her early 
infancy. The epistle of Cassiodorus, the Prretorian prrefect, is ad
dressed to the maritime tribu nes ; and he exhorts them, in a mild 
tone of authority, to animate the zeal of their countrymen for the 
public service, which required their assistance to transport the 
magazines of wine and oil from the province of Istria to the royal 
city of Ravenna. The ambiguous office of these magistrates is 
explained by the tradition, that, in the twelve principal islands, 
twelve tribunes, or judges, were created by an annual and popular 
election. The existence of the Venetian republic, under the 
Gothic kingdom of Italy, is attested by the same authentic 
record, which annihilates their lofty claim of original and perpet
ual independence. 58 

The Italians, who had long since renounced the exercise of 
arms, were surprised, after forty years' peace, by the approach of 
a formidable barbarian, whom they abhorred, as the enemy of 
their religion, as well as of their republic. Amidst the general 
consternation, lEtius alone was incapable of fear; but it was im

before the second Punic war; yet it was not till after the victory of Marins over tho 
Cimbri that their country was reduced to a Roman province. Undcr the ('mperors,
Venetia Prima obtained. more than once, by its calamities. a place in hi:-tory. . . 
:But the marilJme province was 0, cupied in !'!alt works, flsherie8, and co~n~erce. 
The Romans have cCl}]sirlered the inhabitants of this part us beneath the (ilgmty of 
hi.story, and have left them in obscurity. . • • Th£'y dwelt thcreuntil the period 
"nen their island" nffordpd a retreat to their ruined and fu~itive compatriot&.
Si~mondi, Hist. des Rep. Italiens, v. i. p. 313.-G. "

Compare, on the or gin of Ven~ce, Daru, Hist. de Venise, vol. i. c. i.-M. 
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possible that he should achieve, alone and unassisted, any military 
exploits worthy of his former renown. The barbarians who had 
defended Gaul, refused to march to the relief of Italy; and the 
succors promised by the Eastern emperor were distant and doubt
ful. Since .iEtius, at the head of his domestic troops, still main
tained the field, and harassed or retarded the march of Attila, he 
never showed himself more truly great, than at the time when his 
conduct was blamed by an ignorant and ungrateful 'People. 69 If 
the mind of Valentinian had been susceptible of any generous 
sentiments, he would have chosen snch a general for his example 
and his guide. But the timid grandson of Theodosius, instead of 
sharing the dangers, escaped from the sound of war; and hiB 
hasty retreat from Ravenna to Rome, from an impregnable for
tress to an open capital, betrayed his secret intention of abandon
ing Italy, as soon as the danger should approach his Imperial per
son. This shameful abdication was suspended, however, by the 
spirit of doubt and delay, which commonly adheres to pusillani. 
mous counsels, and sometimes corrects their pernicious tendency. 
The Western emperor, with the senate and people of Rome, em ... 
braced the more salutary resolution of deprecating, by a solemn. 
and suppliant embassy, the wrath of Attila. This important com~ 
mission was accepted by Avienus, who, from his birth and riches, 
his consular dignity, the numerous train of his clients, and his 
personal abilities, helo. the first rank in the Roman senate. The 
specious and artful character of Avienus 110 was admirably quaJi~ 
fied to conduct a negvtiation either of public or private interest: 
his colleague Trigetins had exercised the Prre~ol'ian prrnfecture of 
Italy; ann Leo, bishop of Rome, consented to expose his life for 
the safety of his flock. The genius of Leo 61 was exercised and 
displayed in the public misfortunes; and he has deserved the a~ 
pcllation of Great, by the successful zeal with which he labored 
to establish his opinions and his authority, under the venerable 
names of orthodox faith and ecclesiastical discipline. The Ro~ 
man ambassadors were introduced to the tent of Attila, as he lay 
encamped at the place where the slow-winding ~nncius is lost in 
the foaming waves of the Lake Benacus,62 and trampled, with his 
Scythian cavalry, the farms of Catullus and Virgil. 03 The barba~ 
rian monarch listened with favorable, and even respectful, atten
tion; and the deliverance of Italy was purchased by the immense 
ransom, or dowry, of the princess Honoria. The state of his 
army might facilitate the treaty, and hasten his retreat. Their 
martial spirit was relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
climate. The shepherds of the North, whose ordinary food con
sisted of milk and raw flesh, indulged themselves too freely in the 
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use of bread, of wine. and of meat, prepared and seasoned by the 
arts of cookery; and the progress of disease revenged in some 
measure the injuries of the Italians. ~4 When Attila declared his 
resolution of carrying his victorious arms to the gates of Rome, 
he was admonished by his friends, as well as by his enemies, that 
Alaric had not long survived the conquest of the eternal city. 
His mind, superior to real danger, was assaulted by imaginary 
terrors; nor couler he escape the influence of superstition, which 
had so often been subservient to his designs. 66 The pressing elo
quence of Leo, his majest.ic aspect, and sacerdotal robes, excited 
the veneration of Attila, for the spiritual father of the Christians. 
The apparition of the two apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, who 
menaced the barbarian with instant death, if he rejected the 
prayer of their successor, is one of the noblest legends of t:cclesi
astical tradition. The safety of Rome might deserve the interpo
sition of celestial beings; and some indulgence is due to a fahle, 
which has' been represented by the pencil of Raphael; and the 
chisel of Algardi. eo 

Before the king of the Huns evacuated Italy, he threatened to 
return, more dreadful, and more implacable, if his bride, the prin
cess Honoria, were not delivered to his ambassadors within the 
term stipulated by the treaty. Yet, in the mean while, Attila re
Jieved his tender anxiety, by adding a beautiful maid, whose name 
Was Ildico, to the list of his innumerahle wives. 67 Their marriage 
Was celebrated with barbaric pomp and festivity, at his wooden 
palace beyond the Danube; and the monarch, oppressed with 
wine and sleep. retired at a late hour from the banquet to the 
nuptial bed. His attendants continued to respect his pleasures, 
or his repose, the greatest part of the ensuing day, till the u~usual 
~i1ence alarmed their fears and suspicions; and, after attempting 
to awaken Attila by loun and repeated cries, they at length broke 
into the royal apartment. They found the trembling bride sitting 
by the bedside, hiding her face with her veil, and l11ml'nting her 
own danger, as well as the death of the king, who had expired 
dUri?g the night. 68 An artery had suddenly burst: and as Attiln 
lay III a supine posture, he was suffocated by a torrent of blood, 
;which, instead of finding a passage through the nostrils, regurgi
,tated into the lungs and stomach. His body was solemnly ex
posed in the midst of the plain, under a silken pavilion; and the 
chosen squadrons of the Huns, wheeling round in measured evolu
ti.ons, chanted a funeral song to the memory of a hero, glorious in. 
hIS life, invincible in his death, the father of his people, the 
Scourge of his enemies, and the terror of the world. According 
to their national custom, the barbarians cut off a part of their 
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hair, gashed their faces with unseemly wounds, and bewailed 
their valiant leader as he deserved, not with the tears of women, 
but with the blood of warriors. The remains of Attila were en· 
closed within three coffins, of gold, of silver, and of iron, and 
privately buried in the night: the spoils of nations were thrown 
into his grave; the captives who had opened the ground were in
humanly massacred i and the same Huns, who had indulged 
sllch excessive grief, feasted, with dissolute- tmd intemperate 
mirth, about the recent sepulchre of their king. It was reported 
at Constantinople, that on the fortunate -night on which he ex
pired, l\farcian beheld in a dream the bow of Attila broken asun
der: and the report may be allowed to prove, how seldom the 
image of that formidable barbarian was absent from the mind of a 
Roman emperor. 69 

The revolution which subverted the empire of the Huns, estab
lished the fame of Attila, whose genius alone had sustained the 
huge and disjointed fabric. After his death, the boldest chief
tains aspired to the rank of kings; the most powerful kings re
fused to acknowledge a superior; and the numerous sons, whom 
so many various mothers bore to the deceased monarch, divided 
and disputed, like a private inheritance, the sovereign command 
of the nations of Germany and Scythia. The bold Ardaric felt 
and resented the disgrace of this servile partition; and his 
subjects, the warlike Gepidre, with the Ostrogoths, under the con
duct of three valiant brothers, encouraged their allies to vindicate 
the rights of freedom and royalty. In a bloody and decisive con
flict on the banks of the River N etad, in Pannonia, the lance of 
the Gepidre, the sword of the Goths, the arrows of the Huns, the 
Suevic infantry, the light arms of the Heruli, and the heavy 
weapons of the Alani, encountered or supported each other; and 
the victory of Ardaric was accompanied with the slaughter of 
thirty thousand of his enemies. Ellac, the eldest son of Attila, 
lost his life and crown in the memorable battle of Netad: his 
early valor had raised him to the throne of the Acatzires, a (lcy
thian people, whom he subdued: and his father, who loved the 
superior merit, would have envied the death of Ellae. 70 His 
brother Dengisich, with an army of Huns, still formidable in their 
flight an.d ruin, maintained his ground above fifteen years on the 
banks of ihe Danube. The palace of Attila, with the old country 
of Dacia, from the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the 
seat of a new power, which was erected by Ardaric, king of the 
Gepidre. The Pannonian conquests from Vienna to Sirmium, 
were occupied by the Ostrogoths; and the settlements of the 
tribes, who had so bravely asserted their native freedom, were 
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irregularly distributed, according to the measure of their respect
ive strength. Surrounded und oppressed by the multitude of his 
father's slaves, the kingdom of Dengisich was confined to the cir
cle of his wagons: his desperate courage urged him to invade the 
Eastern empire: he fell in battle; und his head, ignominiously 
exposed in the Hippodrome, exhibited a grateful spectacle to the 
people of Constantinople. Attilu. hud fondly or superstitiously 
believed, that Irnac, the youngest of his sons, was destined to 
perpetuate the glories of his race. The character of that prince, 
who attempted to moderate the rashness of his brother Dengi.. 
sich, was more suitable to the declinilJg condition of the Huns; 
and Irnac, with his suhject hordes, retired into the heart of the 
Lesser Scythia. They were soon overwhelmed by a torrent of 
new barbarians, who followed the same road which their own an· 
cestors had formerly discovered. The Geougen, or Avares, whose 
residence is assigned by the Greek writers to the shores of the 
ocean, impelled the adjacent tribes; till at length the Igours of 
the North, issuing from the cold Siberian regions, who produce 
the most valuable fms, spread themselves over the desert, as far 
as the Borysthenes and the Caspian gates; and finally extin
guished the empire of the Huns. 71 

Such an event might contribute to- the safety of the Eastern 
empire, under the reign of a prince who conciliated the friend
ship, without forfeiting the csteem, of the barbarians. But the 
emperor of the West, the feeble and dissolute Valentinian, who 
,had reached his thirty-fifth year without attaining the age of rea
Son or courage, abused this apparent security, to undermine the 
foundations of his own throne, by the muroer of the patrician 
.LEtius. From the instinct of a base und jealous mind, he hated 
the man who was universally celebrated as the terror of the barba
rians, and the support of the republic j * and his new favorite, 
the eunuch Heraclius, awakened the emperor from the supine 
lethargy, which might be disguised, durmg the life of Placidia, a 

by the excuse of filial piety. The fame of LEtius, llis wealth and 
oignity, the numerous and martial train of barbarian followers, 
his powerful dependents, who filled the civil offices of the state, 

... Tho praises awarded by Gibbon to thecharactel'of lEtius have been animadverf;· 
cd upou with great severity. (See Mr. Herhert's AttlIa, p. :321.) I am no~ aware 
t~at Gihhon has dir,:scmbled or palliated any of the crimes or treasons of ..Elm'; bn. 
hIS position at tht' time of his murder was certainly that 01 the preserver of the em
pire, the conqueror of the most dangerous of the barba!ians; it is b~ 110 ~c,anB 
clear that he was not ., innocent" of any treasonuble dCSIgIIs ag-alllst \ ulentll1lun. 
If th<: early acts of his life, the introduction of the IIuns into Italy, ami of th,e Va~
daIs mto Africa, were among the proximate raUl-C8 of tlw rnm of the empm', hIS 
murder \\'88 the signru for its 'llmost immediate downfall.-~l. 
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and the hopes of his son Gaudentius, who was already contracted 
to Eudoxia, the emperor's daughter, had raised him above the 
rank of a subject. The ambitious designs, of which he was 
secretly accused, excited the fears, as well as the resentment of 
Valentinian. .LEtius himself, supported by the cor..sciousness of 
his merit, his services, and perhaps his innocence, seems to havo 
maintained a haughty and indiscreet behavior. The patrician 
offended his sovereign by a hostile declaration; he aggravated the 
offence, by compelling him to ratify, with a solemn oath, a treaty 
of reconciliation and alliance; he proclaimed his suspicions, he 
neglected his safety; and from a vain confidence that the enemy, 
whom he despised, was incapable even of a manly crime, te 
rashly ventured his person in the palace of Rome. 'Whilst he 
urged, perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the marriage of his 
son, Valentinian, drawing his sword, the first sword he had ever 
drawn, plunged it in the breast of a general who had saved his 
empire: his courtiers and eunuchs ambitiously struggled to imitate 
their master; and .LEtius, pierced with a hundred wounds, fell 
dead in the royal presence. Boethius, the Prrotorian prrefect, wag 
killed at the same moment, and before the event could be 
divalged, the principal friends of the patrician were summoned to 
the palace, and separately murdered. The horrid dced, palliated 
by the specious names of justice and necessity, was immediately 
communicated by the emperor to his soldiers, his subjects, and 
his allies. The nations, who were stran~ers or enemies to ~tius, 
generously deplored the unworthy fate of a hero: the barbarians, 
who had been attached to his service, dissembled their grief and 
resentment: and the public contempt, which had been so long 
entertained for Valentinian, was at once converted into deep and 
universal abhorrence. Such sentiments seldom pervade the walls 
of a palace; yet the emperor was confounded by the honest reply 
of a Roman, whose approbation he had not disdained to solicit. 
"I am ignorant, sir, of your motives or provocations; I only 
know, that you have acted like a man who cuts off his right hand 
with his left." 73 

The luxury of Rome seems to have attracted the long and fre
quent visits of Valentinian ; who was consequently more despised 
at Rome than in any other part of his dominions. A republican 
spirit was insensibly revived in the senate, as their authority, and 
even their supplies, became necessary for the support of his feeble 
government. The stately demeanor of an hereditary monarch 
offended their pride; and the pleasures of Valentinian were inju
rious to the peace and honor of noble families. The birth of the 
empress Eudoxia was equal to his own, and her charms and ten
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der affection deserved those testimonies of love which her incon
stant husband dissipated in vague and unlawful amours. Petro
nius Maximus, a wealthy senator of the Anician family, who had 
been twice consul, was possessed of a chaste and beautiful wife: 
her obstinate resistance served only to irritate the desires of Valen
tinian; an,d he resolved to accomplish them, either by stratagem 
or force. Deep gaming was one of the vices of the court: the 
emperor, who, by chance or contrivance, had gained from Maxi
mus a considerable sum, uncourteously exacted his ring as a secu
rity for the debt; and sent it by a trusty messenger to his wife, 
with an order, in her husband's name, that she should immedi
ately attend the empress Eudoxia. The unsuspecting wife of 
Maximus was conveyed in her litter to the Imperial palace; the 
emissaries .of her impatient lover conducted her to a remote arid 
silent bed-chamber; and Valentinian violated, without remorse, 
the laws of hospitality. Her tears, when she returned home, her 
deep affliction, and her bitter reproaches against a husband whom 
she considered as the accomplice of his own shame, excited Maxi
mus to a just revenge; the .desire of revenge was stimulated by 
ambition; and he might reasonably aspire, by the free suffrage of 
the Roman senate, tu the throne of a detested and despicable 
rival. Valentini an, who supposed that every human breast was 
devoid, like his own, of friendship and gratitude, had impru
dentlyadmitted among tis guards several domestics and followers 
of .iEtius. Two of these, of barbarian race, were persuaded to 
execute a sacred and honorable duty, by punishing with death the 
assassin of their patron; and their intrepid courage did not long 
expect a favorable moment. 'Whilst Valentinian amused himself, 
in the field of Mars, with the spectacle of some military sports, 
they suddenly rushed upon him with drawn weapons, despatched 
the guilty Heraclius, and stahbed the emperor to the heart, with
out the least opposition from his numerous train, who seemed to 
rejoice in the tyrant's death. Such was the fate of Valentinian 
the Third,74 the lm~t Roman emperor of the family of Theodosius. 
He faithfully imitat~r1 the hereditary weakness of,his cousin and 
his two uncles, ",;tho It inheriting the gentleness, the purity, the 
innocence, which alleviate, in their characters, the want of spirit 
and ability. Valentmian was less excusable, since he had pas
sions, without virtues: even his religion was questionable; and 
though he never deviated into the paths of heresy, he scandalized 
the pious Christians by his attachment to the profane arts of 
magic and divination. 

As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it was the opinion of 
the Roman augurs, that the tUJelve vulture.~ which Romulus had seen, 

R.E. ii.-li' 
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represented the twelve centuries, assigned for the fatal period of this 
city. 16 This prophecy, disregarded perhaps in the season _of health 
and prosperity, insfJired the people with gloomy apprehensions, 
when the twelfth century, clouded with disgrace and misfortune, 
was almost elapsed; 16 and even posterity must acknowledge whh 
some surprise, that the arbitrary. interpretation of an accidental or 
fabulous circumstance has been seriously verified in tl1e downfall 
of the vVestern empire. But its fall was announced by a clearer 
omen than the flight of vultures: the Roman government appeared 
every day less formidable to its enemies, more odious and oppres
sive to its subjects. 71 The taxes were multiplied with the public 
distress; economy was neglected in proportion as it became 
necessary; and the injustice of the rich shifted the unequal burden 
from themselves to the people, whom they defrauded of the 
indulgence.'l that might sometimes have alleviated their misery. 
The severe inquisition which confiscated their goods, and tortured 
their persons, compelled the subjects of Valentinian to prefer the 
more simple tyranny of the barbarians, to fly to the woods and 
mountains, or to embrace the vile and abject condition of mer
cenary servants. They abjured and abhoffl'ld the name of Roman 
citizens, whi.ch had formerly excited the ambition of mankind. 
The Armorican provinces of Gaul, and the greatest part of Spain, 
were thrown into a state of disorderly independence, by the con
federations of the Bagaudm; and the Imperial ministers pursued 
with proscriptive laws, and ineffectual arms, the rebels whom they 
had made. 18 If all the barbarian conquerors had been annip.ilated 
in the same hour, their total destruction would not have restored 
the empire of the 'West: and if Rome still survived, she survived 
the loss of freedom, of virtue, and of honor. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

SACK OF RmIE BY GENSERIC, KING OF THE VANDALS.-IDS NAVAL 
DEPREDATIONS.-8UCCEssroN OF THE LAST EMPERORS OF THE 
WEST, MAXIMUS, AVITUS, MAJOlUAN, SEVERUS, ANTHElITUS, 
OLYBRIUS, GI,YCERIUS, NEPOS, AUGUSTULUS. -TOTAL EXTINCTro~ 
OF THE WESTERN ElIPIRE.-REIGN OF ODOACER, TilE FIRST 
BARBARIAN KING OF ITALY. 

THE loss or desolation of the provinces, from the Ocean to the 
Alps, impaired the glory and greatness of Rome: her internal 
prosperity was irretrievably destroyed by the separation ()f Africa. 
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The rapacious Vandals confiscated the patrimonial estates of the 
senators, and intercepted the regular subsidies, which relieved the 
poverty and enc(\uraged the idleness of the plebeians. The dis
tress of the Romans was soon aggravated by an unexpectQd attack; 
and the province, so long cultivated for their use by industrious 
and obedient subjects, was armed against them by an ambitkus 
barbarian. The Vandals and Alani, who followed the successful 
standard of Genseric, had acquired a rich and fertile territory, 
which stretched along the coast about ninety days' journey from 
Tangier to Tripoli; but their narrow limits were pressed and 
confined, on either side, by the sandy desert and the Mediterranean. 
The discovery and conquest of the Black nations, that might dwell 
beneath the torrid zone, could not tempt the rational ambition of 
Genseric j but he cast his eyes towards the sea; he resolved to 
create a naval power, and his bold resolution was executed with 
steady and active perseverance. The woods of )Iount Atlas 
afforded an inexhaustible nursery of timber: his new subjects 
were skilled in the arts of navigation and ship-building; he 
animated his daring Vandals to embrace a mode of warfare which 
would render every maritime country accessible to their arms; the 
Moors and Africans were allured by the hopes of plunder j and, 
after an interval of six centuries, the fleets that issued from the 
port of Carthage again claimed the empire of the Mediterranean. 
The success of the Vandals, the conquest of Sicily, the sack of 
Palermo, and the frequent descents ou the coast of Lucania, awak
ened and alarmed the mother of Valentinian, and the sister of 
Theodosius. Alliances were formed; and armaments, expensive 
and ineffectual, were prepared, for the destruction of the common 
enemy; who reserved his courage to encounter those dallgers 
which his policy could not prevent or elude. The designs of the 
Roman government were repeatedly baffled by his artful delays, 
ft!llbiguous promises, and apparent concessions; and the interposi
tIon of his formidable confederate, the king of the Huns, recalled 
the emperors from the conquest of Africa to the care of their 
domestic safety. The revolutions of the palace, which left the 
Western empire without a defender, and without a lawful prince, 
dispelled the apprehensions, and stimulated the avarice, of 
Genersic. He'immediately equipped a numerous fleet of Vandals 
and Moors, and cast anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about three 
months after the death of Valentinian, and the elevation of Maxi
mus to the Imperial throne.• 

The private life of the senator Petronius 1tlaximus 1 was often 
311eg:ed as :" rare example of human felicity. Hi~ ~irth w~s nob~e 
:.lnd Illustnous, since he descended from the Amcmn famlly ; hlS 
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dignity was supported by an adequate patrimony in land. and 
money; nnd these advantages of fortune were accompanied with 
liberal arts and decent manners, which adorn or imitate the ines
timable gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury of his palace and 
table was hospitable and elegant. Whenever Maximus appeared 
in public, he was surrounded by a train of grateful and obsequious 
clients;:1 and it is possible that among these clients, he'might 
deserve and possess some real friends. His merit was rewarded by 
the favor of the prince and senate: he thrice exercised the office 
I)f Prretorian prrefect of Italy; he was twice invested with the 
consulship, and he obtained the rank of patri~ian. These civil 
honors were not incompatible with the enjoyment of leisure and 
tranquillity; his hours, according to the demands of pleasure or 
reason, were accurately distributed by a water-clock; and this 
avarice of time may be aHowed to prove the sense which Maximus 
entertained of his own happiness. The injury which he received 
from the emperor Valentinian appears to excuse the most bloody 
revenge. Yet a philosopher might have reflected, that, if the 
resistance of his wife had been sincere, her .chastity was still in
violate, and that it could never be restored if she had consented 
to the will of the adulterer. A patriot would have hesitated before 
he plunged himself and his country into those inevitable calam
ities which must follow the extinct-ion of the royal house of 
Theodosius. The imprudent Maximus disregarded these salu
tary considerations; he gratified his resentment and ambition; 
he saw the bleeding corpse of Valentinian at his feet; and he 
heard himself saluted Emperor by the unanimous voice of the 
senate and people. But the day of his inauguration was the last 
day of his happiness. He was imprisoned (such is the lively 
expression of Sidonius) in the palace; and after passing a sleepless 
night, he sighed that he had attained the summit of his wishes, 
and aspired only to descend from the dangerous elevation. 
Oppressed by the weight of the diadem, he communicated his 
anxious thoughts to his friend and qurestor Fulgentius; and when 
he looked back with unavailing regret on the secure pleasures of 
his former life, the emperor exclaimed, " 0 fortunate Damocles,' 
thy reign be~an and ended with the same dinner;" a well-known 
allusion, WhICh Fulgentius afterwards repeated a!fan instructive 
lesson for princes and subjects. 

The reign of ~faximus continued about tllree months. His hours, 
of which he had lost the command, were diRturbed by remorse, or 
guilt, or terror, and his throne was shaken by the seditions of the 
soldiers, the people, and the confederate barbarians. The marriage 
of his son Paladius with the eldest daughter of the late emperor, 
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might tend to establish the hereditary succession of his family; 
but the violence which he offered to the empress Eudoxia, could 
proceed only from th~ blind impulse of lust or revenge. His own 
wife, the cause of these tragic events, had been seasonably removed 
by death j and the widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning, perhap& her real gl'ief, and to submit to the 
embraces of a presumptuous usurper, whom she suspected as the 
assassin of her deceased husband. These suspicions were soon 
justified by the indiscreet confession of l\faximus himself; and he 
wantonly provoked the hatred of his reluctant bride, who was 
still conscious that she was descended from a line of emperors. 
From the East, however, Eudoxia could not hope to ohtain any 
effectual assistance; her father and her aunt Pulcheria were dead j 
her mother languished at Jerusalem in disgrace and exile j and 
the sceptre of Constantinople was in the hands of a stranger. She 
directed her eyes towards Carthage j secretly implored the aid of 
the king of the V undals ; and persuaded Genseric to improve the 
fair opportunity of disguising his rapacious designs by the specious 
names of honor, justice, and compassion.' Whatever abilities 
Maximus might have showh in a subordinate station, he was found 
incapable of administering an empire; and though he might easily 
have been informed of the naval preparations which were made on 
the opposite shores of Africa, he expected with supine indifference 
the approach of the enemy, without adopting any measures of 
defence, of negotiation, or of a timely retreat. When the Vandals 
disembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, the emperor was suddenly 
aroused from his lethargy by the clamors of a tremhling and ex
asperated multitude. The only hope which presented itself to his 
astonished mind was that of a precipitate flight, and he exhorted 
the senators to imitate the example of their prince. But nu sooner 
did }Iaximus appear in the streets, than he was assaulted by a 
shower of stones; a Roman, or a Burgundian soldier, claimed the 
honor of the first wound j his mangled body was ignominiously 
cast into the Tyber; the Roman people rejoiced in the punishment 
which they had inflicted on the author of the public calamities; 
and the domestics of Eudoxia 'signalized their zeal in the service 
of their mistress. r. 

On the third day after the tumult, Genseric boldly advanced 
from the port of Ostia to the gates of the defenceless city. Instead 
of a sally of tIle Homan youth, there issued from the gates an 
unarmed and venerable procession of the bishop at the head of his 
clergy. 6 The fearless spirit of Leo, his authority and eloquence, 
"(Jain mitigated the fierceness of 8. barbarian conqueror; the king 
of the Vandals promiseiJ to_ ipare the unresisting multitude, to 
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protect the buildings from fire, and to exempt the captives fl.'om 
torture; and although such orders were neither seriously given, 
nor strictly obeyed, the mediation of Leo W\1S glorious to himself, 
and in some degree beneficial to his country. But Rome and its 
inhabitants were delivered to the licentiousncss of the Vandals 
and Moors, whose blinu passions reveng~d the injuries of Carthage. 
The pillage lasted fourteen days and nights; ana all that yet re~ 
mained of public or private wealth, of sacred or profane treasure, 
was diligently transported to the vessels of Gen8eric. Among the 
spoils, the splendid relics of two temples, or rather of two religions, 
exhibited a memorable example of the vicissitudes of human and 
divine things. Since the abolition of Paganism, the Capitol llad 
been violated and abandoned; yet the statues of the gods and 
heroes were still respected, and the curious roof of gilt bronze 
was reserved for the rapacious hands of GenseriC,7 The holy in.. 
struments of the Jewish worship,8 the gold table, and the gold 
candlestick with seven branches, originally framed according to 
the particular instructions of God himself, and which were placed 
in the sanctuary of his temple, had been ostentatiously displayed 
to the Roman people in the triumph .of Titus, They were after~ 
wards deposited in the temple of Peace; and at the end of four 
hundred years, the spoils of Jerusalem were transferred from Rome 
to Carthage, by a barbarian who derived his origin from the 
shores of the Baltic. These ancient monuments might attract the 
notice of curiosity, as well as of avarice. But the Christian 
churches, enriched and adorned by the prevailing superstition of 
the times, afforded more plentiful materials for sacrilege; and the 
pious liberality of Pope Leo, who melted six silver vases, tIle gift 
of Constantine, each of a hundred pounds weight, is an evidence of 
the damage which he attempted to repair. In the forty.five years 
that had elapsed since the Gothic invasion, the pomp and lUxury of 
Rome were in some measure restored ; and it was difficult either 
to escape, or to satisfy, the avarice of a conqueror, who possessed 
leisure to collect, and ships to transport, the wealth of the capital. 
The Imperial ornamellts of the palace, the magnificent furniture 
and wardrobe, the sideboards of 'massy plate, were accumulated 
with disorderly rapine; the gold and silver amounted to several 
thousand talents; yet even the brass and copper were laboriously 
removed. Eudoxia herself, who advanced to meet her friend and 
deliverer, soon bewailed the imprudence of her own conduct. She 
was rudely stripped of her jewels; and the unfortunate empress, 
with her two daughters, the only surviving remains of the great 
Theodosius, was compelled, as a captive, to follow the haughty 
Vandal; who immediately hoisted sail, and returned. with a pros· 
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perous navigation to tile port of Carthage. 9 Many thousand 
Romans of both sexes, chosen for some useful or agreeable 
qualifications, reluctantly embarked on board tlre fleet of Gfmseric ; 
and their distress was aggravated by the unfeeling barbarians, 
who, in the division of the booty, separated the wives from their 
husbands and the children from their parents. The charity of 
Deogratias, bishop of Carthage,IO was their only consolation and 
support. He generously sold the gold and silver plate of the 
church to purchase the freedom of some, to alleviate the slavery 
of others, and to assist the wants and infirmities of a captive 
multitude, whose health was impaired by the hardships which they 
had suffered in their passage from Italy to Africa. By his order, 
two spacious churches were cunverted into hospitals; the sick 
were distributed in convenient beds, and liberally supplied with 
food and medicines; and the aged prelate repeated his visits both 
in the day and night, with an assiduity that surpassed his strength, 
and a tender sympathy which enchanced the value of his services. 
Compare this scene with the field of Cannre j and judge between 
Hannibal and the successor of St. Cyprian. 11 

The deaths of ..:Etius and Valentinian had relaxed the ties which 
held the barbarians of Gaul in peace and subordination. The sea
coast was infested by the SaX'ons; the Alemanni and the Franks 
advanced from the Rhine to the Seine; and the ambition of the 
Goths seemed to meditate more extensive and permanent con
quests. The emperor .Maximus relieved himself, by a judicious 
choice, from the weight of these distant cares; he silenced the 
solicitations of his friends, listened to the voice of fame, and pro
moted a stranger to the general command of the forces in Gaul. 
Avitus,12 the stranger, whose merit was so nobly rewarded, 
descended from a wealthy and honorable family in the diocese of 
Auvergne. The convulsions of the times urged him to embrace, 
with the same ardor, the civil and military professions: and the 
indefatigable youth blended the studies of literature und juris
prudence with the exercise of arms and hunting. Thirty years of 
his life were Jaudably Rpent in the public service; he alternately 
displayed his talents in war and negotiation; and the soldier of 
JEtius, after executing the most important embassies, was raised 
to the station of Prretorian prrefect of Gaul. Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was desirous of repose, 
since he calmly retired to an estate, which he possessed in the 
neighborhood of Clermont. A copious stream issuing from the 
mountain, and falling headlong in many a loud and foaming 
cascade, discharged its waters into a lake about two miles in 
length, and the villa was pleasantly seated on the margin of the 
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lake. The baths, the porticos, the ~ummer and winter apartments, 
were adapted to the puposes of luxury and use; and the adjacent 
country afforded -the various prospect of woods, pastures, and 
meadows. 13 In this retreat, where Avitus amused his leisure with 
books, rural sports, the practice of husiJandry, and the society of 
his friends,I4 he received the Imperial diploma, which constituted 
him master-general of the cavalry and infantry of Gaul. lIe 
assumed the military command; the barbarians suspended their 
fury; band whatever means he might employ, whatever conces
sions he might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the benefits 
of actu81 tranquillity. But the fate of Gaul depended on the 
Visigoths; and the Roman general, less attt.'utive to his dignity 
than to the public interest, did not disdain to visit Thoulouse in 
the character of an amhassador. He was received with courteous 
hospitality by Theodoric, the king of the GQtbs; but while 
A.vitus laid the foundations of a solid alliance with that pow.er
ful nation, he was astonished by the intelligence, that the em
peror Maximus was slain, and that Rome had been pillaged by 
the Vandals. A vacant throne, which he might ascend without 
guilt or danger, tempted his ambitiou ; 15 and the Visigoths were 
easily persuaded to support his claim by their irresistible suffrage. 
They loved the person of Avitus; they respected his virtues; and 
they were not insensible of the advautage, as well as honor, of 
giving an emperor to the West. The season was nowapproach
ing, in which the annual assembly of the seven provinces was held 
at ArIes; their deliberations might perhaps be influenced by the 
presence of Theodoric and bis martial brothers; but their choice 
would naturally incline to the most illustrious of their country
men. Avitus, after a decent resistance, accepted the Imperial dia
dem from the representatives of Gaul; and his election was rati
fied by the acclamations of the barbarians and provincials. The 
formal consent of }Iarcian, emperor of the East, was solicited and 
obtained: but the senate, Rome, and Italy, though humbled by 
their recent calamities, submitted with a secret murmur to the 
presumption of the Gamc usurper. 

Theodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for the purple, had 
acquired the Gothic sceptre by the murder of his elder brother 
rrorismond j and he justified this atrocious deed by the design 
which his predecessor had formed of violating his alliance with 
the empire. 16 Such a crime might not be incompatible with the 
virtues of a barbarian; but the manners of Theodoric were gentle 
and humane; and posterity may contemplate without terror the 
original picture of a Gothic king, whom Sidonius had intimatelY 
observeu, in the hours of peace and social intercourse. In an 
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epi:iltlc dated from the court of Thoulouse, the omtor sati~fies the 
curiosit.y of one of his friends in the following description: 11 

H By the majesty of his appearance, Theodoric would command 
the respect of those who are ignorant of his merit; and although 
he is born a prince, his merit would dignify a private station. 
He is of a middle stature, his body appears mtller plump than fat, 
:md in his well-proportioned limbs agility is united with muscular 
strength. 18 If you examine his countenance, you will distinguish 
a high forehead, large shaggy eyebrows, an aquiline nose, thin 
lips, a regular set of white teeth, and a fair complexion, that 
blushes more frequently from modesty than from anger. The or
dinary distribution of his time, as far as it is exposed to the pub
lic view, may be concisely represented. Before diloybreak he re
pairs, with a small tmin, to his domestic chapel, where the ser
vice is performed by the Arian clergy; but those who presume 
to interpret his secret sentiments, consider this assiduous devotion 
as the effect of habit and policy. The rest of the morning is em
ployed in the administration of his kingdom. His chair is sur
rounded by some military officers of decent aspect and behavior: 
the noisy crowd of his barbarian guards occupies the hall of audi
ence j hut they are not permitted to stand within the veils or cur
tains thut conceal the council chamber from vulgar eyes. The 
ambassadors of the nations are successively introduced: Theo
doric listens with attentio·l, answers them with discreet brevity, 
and either announces or delays, according to the nature of their 
business, his final resolution. About ~ight (the second hour) he 
rises from his throne, and visits either his treasury or hif:'l stables. 
If he chooses to hunt, or at least to exercise--himself on horseback, 
his bow is carried by a favorite youth; but when the game is 
marked, he bends it with his own hand, and seldom misses the 
object of his aim: as a king, ne disdains to beMr arms in such 
19noble warfare; but as a soldier he would blush to accept any 
mIlitary service which he could perform himself. On common 
days, his dinner is not different from the repast of a private citI
zen; but every Saturday, many honorable guests are invited to 
the royal table, which, on these occasions, is served with the ele
gance of Greece, the plenty of' Gaul, and the order and diligenc~ 
Of Italy.ld The gold or silver plate is less remarkable for itfl 

. weight than for the brightacss and curious workmanship: the 
taste is gratitied without the help of foreign and costly luxury j 
the size and number of the cups of wine are regulated with a 
strict regard to the laws of temperance: and the respectful silence 
that prevails is interrupted only by grave and instructive COD 

versation. After dinner Theodoric sometimes indulges himsel( 
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in a short slumber; and as soon as he wakes, he caUs for the dicQ 
and tables, encourages his ·friends to forget the royal majesty. 
and is delighted when they freely express the passions which are 
excited by the incidents of play. At this game, which he loves 
as the image of war, he alternately displays his eagerness, his 
skill, his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he loses, he 
laughs; he is modest and silent if he wins. Yet, notwithstanding 
this seeming indifference, his courtiers choose to solicit any favor 
in the moments of victory; and I myself, in my applications to the 
king, have derived some benefit from my losses. ~o About the 
ninth hour (three o'clock) the tide of business again returns, and 
flows incessantly till after sunset, when the signal of the royal 
supper dismisses the weary crowd of suppliants and pleaders. At 
the supper, a more familiar repast, buffoons and pantomimes are 
sometimes introduced to divert, not to offend, the company, by 
their ri'tliculous wit: but female singers, and the soft, effeminate 
modes of music, are severely banished, and such martial tunes as 
animate the soul to deeds of valor are alone grateful to the ellr of 
Theodoric. He retires from table; and the nocturnal guards are 
immediately posted at the entrance of the treasury, the palace, 
and the private apartments." 

Whcn the king of the Visigoths encouraged A vitus to assume 
the purple, he offered his person and his forces, as a faithful sol
dier of the republic. 21 The exploits of Theodoric soon con
vinced the world that he had not degenerated from the warlike 
virtues of his ancestors. After the establishment of the Goths in 
Aquitain, and the passage of the Vandals into Africa, the Suevi, 
who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia, aspired to the conquest 
of Spain, and threatened to extinguish the feeble remains of the 
Roman dominion. The provincials of Carthagena and Tarragona, 
afflicted by a hostile invasion, represented their injuries and their 
apprehensions. Count Fronto was d'Cspatched, in the name of 
the emperor Avitus, with advantageous offers of peace and alli
ance; and Theodoric interposed his weighty mediation to d~ 
clare, that, unless his brother-in· law, the king of the Suevi, imme
diately retired, he should be obliged to arm in the cause of jus
tice and of Rome. " Tell him," replied the haughty Rechiarius, 
"that I despise his friendship and his arms; but that I shall 
soon try whether he will dare to expect my arrival under the 
walls of Thoulouse." Such a challenge urged Theodoric to pre
vent the bold designs of his enemy; he passed the Pyrenees at 
the head of the Visigoths: the Franks and Burgundians served 
under his standard; and though he professed himself the dutiful 
servant of Avitust he nrivat6}'i stinulated for himself and hip 



OF THE RO~IAN E~IPIRE. 521 

8Ucccssors, the absolute possession of his Spanish conquest. The 
two armies, or rather the two nations, encountered each other 
on the banks of the River Urbicus, about twelve miles from As
torga; and the decisive victory of the Goths appeared for a while 
to have extirpated the name and kingdom of the Suevi. From 
the field vi battle Theodoric advanced to Braga, their metropolis, 
which still retained the splendid vestiges of its ancient commerce 
and dignity.22 His entrance was not polluted with blood; and 
the Goths respected the chastity of their female captives, more es
pecially of the consecrated virgins: but the greatest part of the 
clergy and people were made slaves, and even the churches and 
altars were confounded in the universal pillage. The unfortunate 
king of the Suevi had escaped to one of the ports of the ocean; 
but the obstinacy of the winds opposed' his flight: he was deliv
ered to his implacable rival; and Rechiarius, who neither de
sired nor expected mercy, received, with manly constancy, the 
death which he would probably have inflicted. After this bloody 
sacrifice to policy or resentment, Theodoric carried his victorious 
arms as far as :Mcrida, the principal town of Lusitania, without 
meeting any resistance, except from t1le miraculous powers of St. 
Eulalia; but he was stopped, in the full career of success, and re
called from Spain before he could provide for the security of his 
conquests. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees, he revenged his 
disappointment on the country through which he passed; and, in 
the sack of Poll entia and Astorga, he showed himself a faithless 
ally, as well as a cruel enemy. Whilst the king of the Visigoths 
fought and vanquished in the name of A vitus, the reign of A vitus 
had expired; and both the honor and the interest of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the disgrace of a friend, whom he had 
seated on the throne of the Western empire. 23 

The pressing solicitations of the senate and people persuaded 
the emperor A vitus to fix his residence at Rome, and to accept the 
consulship for the ensuing year. On the first day of January, his 
son-in-law, Sidonius Apollin.aris, celebrated.his praises in a pane
gyric of six hundred verses; but this composition, though it was 
rewarded with a brass statue,2. seems to contain a very moderate 
proportion, either of genius or of truth. The poet, if we may 
degrade that sacred name, exaggerates the merit of a sovereign 
and a father; and his prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 
soon contradicted by the event. Avitus, at a time when the Im
perial dignity was reduced to a pre-eminence of toil and danger. 
indulged himself in the pleasures of Italian luxury: age had not 
~xtinguished his amorous inclinations; and he is accused of insult.. 
lIlg, with indiscreet and ungenerous raillery, the husbands whose 
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wives he had seduced or violated. 2 r. But the Romans were not 
inclined either to excuse his faults, or to acknowledge his vir
tues. The several parts' of the empire became every day more 
alienated from each other; and the stranger of Gaul was the ob
ject of popular hatred and contempt. The senate asserted their 
legitimate claim in the election of an emperor; and their au
thority, which had been originally derived from the old constitu
tion, was again fortified by the actual weakness of a declining 
monarchy. Yet even such a monarchy might have resisted the 
votes of an unarmed senate, if their discontent had not been sup
ported, or perhaps inflamed, by the Count Ricimer, one of the 
principal commanders of the barbarian troops, who formed the 
military defence of Italy. The daughter of Wallia, king of the 
Visigoths, was the moth~r of Ricimer; but he was descended, 
on the father's side, from the nation of the Suevi : 2& his pride or 
patriotism might be exasperated by the misfortunes of his country
men; and he obeyed, with reluctance, an emperor, in whose ele
vation he had not been consulted. His faithful and important 
services against the common enemy rendered him still more for~ 
midable ; n and, after destroying on the coast of Corsica a fleet of 
Vandals, which consisted of sixty galleys, Ricimer returned in 
triumph with the appellation of the Deliverer of Italy.• He chose 
that moment to signify to Avitus, that his reign was at an end; 
and the feeble emperor, at a distance from his Gothic allies, was 
compelled, after a short and unavailing struggle, to abdicate tha 
purple. By the clemency, however, or the contempt, of Ricimer,28 
he was permitted to descend from the throne to the more desira
ble station of bishop of Placentia: but the resentment of the sen· 
ate was still unsatisfied; and their inflexible severity pronounced 
the sentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps, with the 
humble hope, not of arming the Visigoths in his cause, but of s{'''' 
curing his person and treasures in the sanctuary of Julian, one 
of the tutelar saints of Auvergne. ~9 Disease, or the hand of the 
executioner, arrested him on the Toad; yet his remains were de
cently transported to Brivas, or Brioude, in his native province, 
and he reposed at ~he feet of his holy patron. au A vitus left only 
one daughter, the wife of Sidonius Apollinaris, who inherited the 
patrimony of his father-in-law; lamenting at the same time, tho 
disappointment of his public and private expectations. His re
sentment prompted him to join, or at least to countenance, the 
measnres of a rebellious faction in Gaul, and the poet had con
tracted some guilt, which it was incumbent on him to expiate, 
by a new tri bute of :flattery to the succeeding emperor. U 

The successor of A vitus presents the welcome discovery of a great 
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and heroic character, such as sometimes arise, in a degenerate 
age, to vindicate the honor of the human species. The emperor 
Majorian has deserved the praises of his contemporaries and pos
terity j and these praises may be strongly expressed in the words 
of a judicious and disinterested historian: "That he was gentle 
to his subjects; that he was terrible to his enemies; and that he 
excelled, in every virtue, all his predecessors who had reigned over 
the Romans." n Such a testimony may justify at least the pane.. 
gyric of Sidonius j and we may acquiesce in the assurance, that, 
although the obsequious orator would have flattered, with equal 
zeal, the most worthless of princes, the extraordinary merit of his 
object confined him, on this occasion, within the bounds of 
truth. 88 1\Iajorian derived his name from his maternal grand
father, who, in the reign of the great Theodosius, had commanded 
the troops of the Illyrian frontier. He gave his daughter in mar
riage to the father of Majorian, a respectable officer, who admin. 
istered the revenues of Gaul with skill and integrity; and gen. 
erously preferred the friendship of .£tius to the tempting offer of 
an insidious court. His son, the future emperor, who was edu
cated in the profession of arms, displayed, from his early youtb, 
intrepid courage, premature wisdom, and unbounded liberality 
in a scanty fortune. He followed the standard of lEtius, 'contrib
uted to his success, shared, and sometimes eclipsed, his glory, 
and at last excited the jealousy of the patrician, or rather of his 
wife, who forced him to retire from the service. s~ J\fajorian, 
after the death of lEtius, was recalled and promoted: and his 
intimate connection with Count Ricimer was the immediate step 
by which he ascended the throne of the Western empire. During 
the vacancy that succeeded the abdication of Avitus, the ambi
tious barbarian, whose birth excluded him from the Imperial 
dignity, governed Italy with the title of Patrician j resigned to 
his friend the conspicuous station of master-general of the cav
alry and infantry; and, after an interval of some months, con
sented to the unanimous wish of the Romans, whose favor )lajo
'rian had solicited by a recent victory over the Alemanni. U He 
was invested with the purple at Ravenna: and the epistle which 
he addressed to the senate, will best describe his situation and 
his sentiments. "Your election, Conscript Fathers I and the 
ordinance of the most valiant army, have made me yOUT emperor. 311 

May the propitious Deity direct and prosper the counsels and 
events of my administration, to your advantage and to the public 
welfare I For my own part, I did not aspire, I have submitted to 
reign; nor should I have discharged the obligations of a citizen 
if I bad refused, with base and selfish ingratitude, to support th" 
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we;Bht of those labors, which were imposed by the republic. 
AsslSt, therefore, the prince whom you have made; partake the 
duties which you have enjoined; and may our common endeavors 
promote the happiness of an empire which I have accepted from 
your hands. Be assured, that, in our times, justice shall resume 
her ancient vigor, and that virtue shall become, not ouly innocent, 
but meritorious. Let none, except the authors themselves, be ap
prehensive of delations,37 which, as a subject, I have always cone 
demned, and, as a prince, will severely punish. Our own vigie 
lance, and that of our father, the patrician Ricimer, shall regu
late all military affairs, and provide for the safety of the Roman 
world, which we have saved from foreign and domestic enemies. 38 

You now understand the maxims of my government; you may 
confide in the faithful love and sincere assurances of a prince, who 
has formerly been the companion of your life and dangers; who 
still glories in the name of senator, and who is anxious that you 
should never repent of the judgment which you have pronounced 
in his favor." The emperor, who, amidst the ruins of the Ro
man world, revived the ancient language of law and liberty, 
which Trajan would not have disclaimed, must have derived those 
generous sentiments from his own hel!rt t uince they were not sug
gested to his imitation by the customs (\1 hlg age, or the example 
of his predecessors. 39 

The private and public actions of 1tlajOl:ai1 hre very imperfectly 
known: but his laws, remarkable for an {,rlglnal cast of thought 
and expression, faithfully represent the charac~~l' of a sovereign 
who loved his people, who sympathized in their Jh,hess. who bad 
studied the causes of the decline of the empi!'e, t.nd who was 
capable of applying (as far as such reformation was p:acticable) 
judicious and effectual remedies to the public disOJ..d~liI. co His 
regulations concerning the finances manifestly tended to remove, 
or at least to mitigate, the most intolerable grievances. I. From 
the first hour of his reign, he was solicitous (1 translate his own 
words) to relieve the '1ceary fortunes of the provincials, oppressed 
by the accumulated weight of indictions and superindictions.'~ 
With this view, he granted a u'liversal amnesty, a final and abso
lute discharge of all arrears of tTjbut~, of all debts, which, under 
Bny pretence, the fiscal officers mi~ht demand from the people. 
This wise dereliction of obs('lete, vexatious, and unprofitablE> 
claims, improved and purified th\.! sources of the public revenue ~ 
Bnd the subject, who could now ~DO~ back without despair, might 
labor with hope and gratitude for himself and for his country. 
II. In the assessment and collectiou of taxes, ltlajorian restored 
t.he ordinary jurisdiction of the provincial magistrates; and sup
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pressed the extraordinary commissions which had been introduced, 
in the name of the emperor himself, or of the Prretorian prrefects. 
'rhe favorite servants, who obtained such irregular powers, wert' 
insolent in their behavior, and arbitrary in their demands: they 
affected to despise the subordinate tribunals, and they were dis
contented, if their fees and profits did not twice exceed the sum 
which they condescended tu pay into the treasury. One instance 
of their extortion would appear incredible, were it not authenti. 
cated by the legislator himself. They exacted the whole payment 
in gold: but they refused the current coin of the empire, and 
would accept only such ancient pieces as 'were stamped with the 
names of Faustina or the Antonines. The subject, who was un
provided with thes) curious medals, had recourse to the expedient 
of compounding with their rapacious demands; Of, if he succeeded 
in the research, his imposition was doubled, according to the 
weight and value of the money of former times. 4~ III. "The mu
nicipal corporations (says the emperor), the lesser senates (so an
tiquity has justly styled them), deserve to be considered as the 
heart of the cities, and the sinews of the republic. And yet so 
low are they now reduced, by the injustice of magistrates and the 
venality of collectors, that many of their members, renouncing 
their dignity and their country, have taken refuge in distant and 
obseure exile." He urges, and even compels, their return to their 
respective cities; but he removes the grievance which had forced 
them to desert the exercise of theIr municipal functions. They 
are directed, under the authority of the provincial magistrates, 
to resume their office of levying the tribute; but instead of bemg 
made responsible for the whole sum assessed on their district, 
they are only required to produce a regular account of the pay
ments which they have actually received, and of the defaulters 
who are still indebted to the public. IV. But l\Iajorian was not 
ignorant that these corporate bodies were too much inclined to 
retaliate the injustice and oppression which they had suffered; 
and he therefure revives the useful office of the defenders of cities. 
He exhorts the people to elect, in a full and free assembly, some 
man of discretion and integrity, who would dare to assert their 
privileges, to represent their grIevances, to protect the poor from 
the tyranny of the rich, and to inform the emperor of the abuses 
that were committed under t~le sanction of his name and authority. 

The spectator who casts a mourntul view over the ruins of 
ancient Rome, is tempted to accuse the memory of the Goths and 
Vandals, for the mischief which they had neither leisure, nor 
power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. The tempest of 
War might strike some lofty turrets to the ground; but the de· 
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struction which undermined the foundations of those massy fab· 
rics was prosecuted, slowly and silently, during a period of ten 
centuries; and the motives of interest, that afterwards operated 
without shame 01 control, were severely checked by the taste and 
spirit of the emp~ror Majorian. The decay of the city had grad
ually impaired the value of the public works. The circus and 
theatres might still excite, but they seldom gratified, the de!>ires of 
the people: the temples, which had escaped the zeal of the 
Christians, were no longer inhabited, either by gods or men; the 
diminished crowds of the Rom:-ms were lost in the immense space 
of their baths and porticos; and the stately libraries and halls of 
justice became useless to an indolent generation, whose repose 
was seldom disturbed, either by study or business. The monu
ments of consular or Imperial greatness were no longer revered, 
as the immortal glory of the capital: they were only esteemed as 
an inexhaustible mine of materials, cheaper, and more convenient, 
than the distant quarry. Specious petitions were continually ad
dressed to the easy magistrates of Rome, which stated the want of 
stones or bricks, for some necessary service: the fairest forms of 
architecture were rudely defaced, for the sake of some paltry, 
or pretended, repairs; and the degenerate Romans, who con
verted the spoil to their own emolum~nt, demolished, with sacri
legious hands, the labors of their ancestors. l\fajorian, who had 
often sighed over the desolation of the city, applied a severe rem
edy to the growing evil. 43 He reserved to the prince and senate 
the sole cognizance of the extreme cases which might justify the 
destruction of an ancient edifice; imposed a fine of fifty pounds 
of gold (two thousand pounds sterling) on every magistrate who 
should presume to grant such illegal and scandalous license, and 
threatened to chastise the criminal obedience of their subordinate 
officers, by a severe whipping, and the amputation of both their 
hands. In the last instance, the legislator might seem to forget 
the proportion of guilt and punishment; but his zeal arose from 
a generous principle, and Majorian was anxious to protect the 
monuments of those ages in which he would have desired and de

,served to live. The emperor conceived that it was his interest to 
increase the number of his subjects; and that it was his duty to 
guard the purity of the marriage-bed: but the means which he 
employed to accomplish these salutary purposes are of an ambig
uous, and p<>rhaps exceptionable, kind. The pious maids, who 
consecrated their virginity to Christ, were restrained from taking 
the veil till they had reached their fortieth year. Widow~ under 
that age were compelled to form a second alliance within the term 
of five years, by the forfeiture of half their wealth to the nearest 
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relations, or to the stat",. Unequal marriages were condemned or 
annulled. The punishment of confiscation and exile was deemed 
so inadequate to the guilt of adultery, that, if the criminal returned 
to Italy, he might, by the express declaration of l\Iajorian, be 
a;lain with impunity. H 

While the emperor Majorian assiduously labored to restore the 
bappiness and virtue of the Homane, he encountered the arms of 
tienseric, from his character and _situation their most formidable 
enemy. A fieet of Vandals and :Moors landed at the mouth of the 
Liris, or Garigliano; but the Imperial troups surprised and at. 
tacked the disorderly barbarians, who were encumbered with the 
spoils of Campania; they were chased with slaughter to their 
ships. and their leader, the king's brother-in-law, was found in 
the number of the slain. (0 Such vigilance might announce the 
character of the new reign; but the strictest vigilance, and the most 
numerous forces, were insufficient to protect the long-extende<l 
coast of Italy ·from the depredations of a naval war. The publir 
opinion had imposed a nobler and mOTe arduous task on thf 
genius of ]\Iajorian. Rome expected from him alone the restitu. 
tion of Africa; and the design, which he formed, of ~ttackin~ 
the Vandals in their new settlements, was the result of bold an<\ 
judicious policy. If the intrepid emperor could have infused hh 
own spirit into the youth of Italy; if ..he could have revived, in 
the field of Mars, the manly exercises in which he had always sur
passed his equals ; he might have marched against Genseric at the 
head of a Roman army. Such a reformation of national manners 
might be embraced by the rising generati()n; but it is the misfor
tune of those princes who laboriously sustain a declining mon
archy, that, to obtain some immediate advantage, or to avert some 
impending danger, they are forced to countenance, and even to 
multiply, the most pernicious ahuses. l1ajorian, like the 'Weakest 
of hiB predeccssor8, was reduced to the disgraceful expedient of 
substituting barbarian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike 
subjects: and his superior ahilities could only be displayed in the 
vigor and dexterity with which he wielded a dangerous instru
ment, so apt to recoil on the hand that used it. Besides the con
federates, who wcre already engaged in the service of the empire, 
the fame of his liberality and valor attracted the nations of the 
Danube, thfl Borysthenes, and perhaps of the Tanais. ::Many 
thousands of the bravest subjects of Attila, the Gepidre, the Ostro.. 
goths, the Rugians, the Burgundians, the Suevi, the Alani, as
sembled in the plains of Liguria; and their fonnidable strength 
was balanced by thcir mutual animosities. n They passed the 
Alps in a severe winter. The emperor led the way, on foot, a..~d 
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In complete tumor; Bounding, with his long staff, the depth of 
the ice, or snow, and encouraging the Scythians, who complained 
of the extreme cold, by the cheerful assurance, that they should 
be satisfied with the heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons had 
presumed to shut their gates; they soon implored, and experi~ 
enced the clemency of )Iajorian. He vanquished Theodoric in 
the field; and admitted to his friendship and alliance a king 
whom he had found not unworthy of his arms. The beneficial, 
though precarious, reunion of the greater part of Gaul and Spain, 
was the effect of persuasion, as weH as of force; U and the inde
pendent Bagaudre, who had escaped, or resisted, the oppression 
of former reigns, were disposed to confide in the virtues of Majo
rian. His camp was filled with barbarian allies; his throne was 
supported by the zeal of an affectionate people; but the emperor 
had foreseen, that it was impossible, without a maritime power, 
to achieve the conquest of Africa. In the first Punic war, the 
republic had exerted such incredible diligence, that, within sixty 
days after the first stroke of the axe had been given in the forest, 
a fleet of one hundred and sixty galleys proudly rode at anchor in 
the sea. 48 Under circumstances much less favorable, }lajorian 
equalled the spirit and perseverance of the ancient Romans. The 
woods of the Apennine were felled; the arsenals and manufac
tures of Ravenna and Misenum were restored; Italy and Gaul 
vied with each other in liberal contributions to the public ser
vice; and the Imperial navy of three hundred large galleys, with 
an adequate proportion of transports and smaller vessels, was col .. 
lected in the secure and capacious harbor of Carthagena in 
Spain. (\I The intrepid countenance of ~Iajorian animated his 
troops with a confidence of victory; and, if we might credit the 
historian Proeopius, his courage sometimes hurried him beyond the 
bounds of prudence. Anxious to explore, with his own eyes, the 
state of the Vandals, he ventured, after disguising the color of his 
hair, to visit Carthage, in the character of his own ambassador: 
and Genserio was afterwards mortified by the discovery, that he 
had entertained and dismissed the emperor of the Romans. Such 
an anecdote may be rejected as an improbable fiction; but it is a 
fiction which would not have been imagined, unless in the life of a 
hero. r.G 

Without the help of a personal interview, Genseric was suffi
ciently acquainted with the genius and designs of his adversary. 
He practised his customary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac .. 
tised them without success. His applications for peace became 
each hour more submissive, and perhaps more sincere; but tl1e in
flexible Majorian had adoFted thQ ancient maxin:-, that Romo 
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~ould not be safe, as long as Carthage existed in a hostile state. 
The king of the Vandals distrusted the valor of his natjve sub
jects, who were enp,rvated by the luxury of the South; f>1 he sus •. 
pected the fidelity of the vanquished people, who abhorred him 
as an Arian tyrant, and the desperate measure, which he executed, 
of reducing Mauritania into a desert,6\1 could not defeat the op
erations of the RQman emperor, who was at liberty to land his 
troops on any part of the African coast. But Genseric was saved 
from impending and inevitable ruin by the treachery of some 
powerful subjects; envious, or apprehensive, of their master's suc· 
cess. Guided by their secret intelligence, he surprised the un
guarded fleet in the Bay of Carthagena: many of the ships were 
sunk, or taken, or burnt; and the preparations of three years 
were destroyed in a single day. (,11 After this event, the behavior 
of the two antagonists showed them superior to their fortune. 
The Vandal, instead of being elated by this accidental victory, 
immediately renewed his solicitations for peace. The emperor of 
the West, who was capable of forming great designs, and of sup
porting heavy disappointments, consented to a treaty, or rather to 
a suspension of arms, in the full assurance that, before he could 
restore his navy, he should be supplied with provocations to JUS

tify a second war. :Majorian returned to Italy, to prosecute his 
labors for the public happiness; and, as he was conscious of his 
own integrity, he might long remain ig~rant of the dark con
spiracy which threatened his throne and his life. The recent mis
fortune of Carthagena sullied the glory which had dazzled the 
eyes of the multitude; almost every dcscription of civil and mili
tary officers were exasperated against the Reformer, since they all 
derived some advantage from the abuses which he endeavored to 
suppress; and the patrician Ricimer impelled the inconstant pas
sions of the barbarians against a prince whom 1e esteemed and 
hated. The virtues of Majorian could not protect him from the 
impetuous sedition, which broke out jn the camp near 'l'ortona, at 
the foot of the Alps. He was compelled to abdicate the Imperial 
}mrple : five days after his abdication, it was reported that he 
died of a dysentery; I:" and the humble tomb, which covered his 
remains, was consecrated by the respect and gratitude of succeed
ing generations. 6;; The private character of Majorian inspired 
love and respect. 1tfalicious calumny and satire excited his indig
nation, or, if he himself were the object, his contempt; but he 
protected the freedom of wit, and, in the hours which the em
peror gave to the familiar society of his friends, he could indulge \ 
his taste for pleasantry, without uegrading the majesty of his I 
rank. fie 
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It was not, perhaps, without some regret, that Ricimel 
sacrific.ed his friend to the interest of his ambition: but ho 
resolved, in a second choice, to avoid the imprudent prefer
ence of superior virtue and merit. At his command, the 
:rbsequious senate of Rome bestowed the Imperial title 011 Libiu9 
Severus, who ascended the throne of the ",Vest without emerg
ing from the obscurity of a private condition. History hus 
scarcely deigned to notice his birth, his elevation, his char
acter, or his death. Severus expired, as soon as his life be
came inconvenient to his patron; 67 and it would be useless to 
discriminate his nominal reign in the vacant interval of six 
years, between the death of l\[ajorian and the elevation of Anthe
mius. During that period, the government was in the hands of 
Ricimer alone; and, although the mudest barbarian disclaimed 
the name of king, he accumulated treasures, formed a separate 
army, negotiated private alliances, and ruled Italy with the same 
independent ana despotic authority, which wus afterwards exer
cised by Odoacer and Theodoric. But his dominions wero 
bounded by the Alps: and two Roman generals, l\Iarcellinus and 
1Egidius, maintained their allegiance to the republic, by reject
ing, with disdain, the phantom which he styled an emperor. 
1tlarcellinus still adhered to the old religion; and the devout Pa~ 
gans, who secretly disobeyed the laws of the church and state, 
applauded his profound skill in the science of divination. But 
he possessed the more valuable qualifications of learning, virtue, 
and courage; 6£ the study of the Latin literature had improved 
his taste; and his military talents had recommended him to the 
esteem and confi~ence of the great JEtius, in whose ruin he was 
involved. By a timely flight, Marcellinus escaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly asserted his liberty amidst the convul· 
sions of the Western empire. His voluntary, or reluctant, sub
mission to the authority of l\Iajorian, was rewarded by the gov·· 
crnment of Sicily, and the command of an army, stationed in that 
island to oppose, or to attack, the Vandals; but his barbarian 
mercenaries, after the emperor's death, were tempted to revolt by 
the artful liberality of Ricimer. At the head of a band of faith
ful followers, the intrepid l\lal'cellinns occupied the province of 
Dalmatia, assumed the title of patrician of the 'Vest, secured the 
love of his subjects by a mild and equitable reign, built a fleet 
which claimed the dominion of the Adriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coasts of Italy and of Africa. 6Y 1Egidius, the master
general of Gaul, who equalled, or at least who imitated, the 
heroes of ancient Rome,60 proclaimed Ilis immortal resentment 
against the assassins of his beloved master. A brave and numer
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ous army was attached to his standard: and, though he was pre
vented by the arts of Ricimer, and the arms of the Visigoths, from 
marching to the gates of Rome, he maintained his independent 
sovereignty beyond the Alps, and rendered the name of lEgidius 
respectable both in peace and war. The l!-'ranks, who had pun
ished with exile the youthful follies of OhHderic, elected the Ro
man general for thClr king: his vanity, rather than his ambition, 
was gratified by that singular honor; and when the nation, at th~ 
end of four years, repented of the injury which they had offered to 
the }Ierovingian family, he patiently acquiesced in the restoration 
of the lawful prince. The authority of JEgidius ended only with 
his life, and the suspicions of poison and secret violence, which 
derived some countenance from the character of Ricimer, were 
eagerly entertained by the passionate credulity of the Gauls. 111 

The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 'Vestern empire was 
gradually reduced, was afilictcd, under the reign of Ricimer, by 
the incessant depredations of the Yandal pirates. 5~ In the spring 
of cach year, they equipped a formidnble navy In the port of 
Carthage; and Genseric himself, though in a very advanced age, 
still commanded in person the most important expeditions. His 
designs were concealed with impenetrable secrecy, till the moment 
that he hoisted sail. W hen he was asked, by his pilot, what 
course he should steer, "Leave the determination to the winds 
(replied the barbarian, with pious arrogance): they will transport 
us to the guilty coast, whose inhabitants have provoked the divine 
justice;" but if Genseric himself deigned to issue more precise 
orders, he judged the most wealthy to be the most criminal. The 
Vandals repeatedly visited the coasts of Spain, Ligurh, Tuscany, 
Oampania, Lucania, Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalma
tia, Epirus. Greece, and Sicily: they were tempted to subdue the 
Island of Sardinia, so advantageously placed in the centre of tho 
Mediterranean; and their arms spread desolation, or terror, from 
the columns of Hercules to the mouth of the Nile. As they were 
more ambitious of spoil than of glory, they seldom attacked any 
fortified cities, or engaged any regular troops in the open field. 
But the celerity of their motions enabled them, almost at the 
same time, to threaten and to attack the mos~ distant objects, 
which attracted their desires; and as they always embarked flo 

sufficient number of horses, they had no sooner landed, than they 
swept the dismayed country with a body of light cavalry. Yet, 
notwithstanding the example of their king, the native Vandall 
and Alani insensibly declined this toilsome and peri10us warfare: 
the hardy generation of the first conquerors was almost extin .. 
guished, and their sons, who were born in Airica, enjoyed d.!~ \.le· 
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licious baths and gardens which had been acquired by the valOI 
of their fathers. Their place was readily supplied by a various 
multitude of Moors and Romans, of captives and outlaws; and 
those desperate wretches, who had already violated the laws of 
their country, were the most eager to promote the atrocious acts 
which disgrace the victories of Genseric. In the treatment of 
his unhappy prisoners, he sometimes consulted his avarice, and 
sometimes indulged his cruelty; and the massacre of five hundred 
noble citizens of Zant or Zacynthus, whose mangled bodies he cast 
into the Ionian Sea, was imputf{d, by the public indignation, to 
his latest posterity. 

Such crimes could 110t be excused by any provocations; but the 
war, which the kin.; of the Vandals prosecuted against the 
Roman empire, was justified by a speci.ous and reasonable motive. 
The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia, whom he had led captive 
from Rome to Cartbage, was the sole heiress of the Theodosian 
house; her elder daughter, Eudocia, became the reluctant wife 
of Hunneric, his eldest son; and the stern father, asserting a 
legal claim, which could not easily be refuted or satisfied, de
manded a just proportion of the Imperial patrimony. An ade· 
quate. or at least a valuable, compensation, was offered by the 
Eastern emperor, to purchase a necessary peace. Eudoxia and 
her younger daughter, Placidia, were honorably restored, and the 
fury of the Vandals was confined to the limits of the ·Western em
pire. The Italians, destitute of a naval force, which alone was 
capable of protecting their coasts, implored the aid of the more 
fortunate nations of the East; who had formerly acknowledged, 
in peace and war, the supremacy of Rome. But the perpetual 
division of the two empires had alienated their interest and their 
inclmations ; the faith of a f(!Cent treaty was alleged; and the 
Western Romans, instead of arms and ships, could only obtain the 
assistance of a cold and ineffectual mediation. The haughty 
Ricimer, who had long struggled with the difficulties of his situn· 
tion, was at length reduced to address the throne of Constantino
ple, in the humb~e language of a subject; and Italy submitted, as 
the price and security of the alliance, to accept a master from the 
choice of the emperor of the East. 63 It is not the purpose of the 
prescnt chapter, or even of the present volume, to continue the 
distinct .:;eries of the Byzantine history; but a concise view of the 
reign and character of the emperor Leo, may explain the last 
efforts that were attempted to save the falling empire of the 
West. II. 

Since the death of the younger Theodosius, the domestic repose 
of Constantinople had never been interrupted by war u faction. 
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Pulcherh. had bestowed her hand, and the sceptre of the East, on 
the modest virtue of l\Iarcian : he gratefully reverenced her august 
m'lk and virgin chastity; and, after her death, he gave his people 
the example of the religious worship that was due to the memory 
'Of the Imperial saint. 66 Attentive to the prosperity of his own 
dominions, Marcian seemed to behold, with indifference,' the mis
fortunes of Rome; and the obstinate refusal of a brave and active 
prince, to draw his sword against the Vandals, was ascribed to a 
secret promise, which had formerly been exacted from him when 
he was a captive in the power of Genseric. 66 The death of J\Iar
cian, after a reign of seven years, would have exposed the East to 
the danger of a populal election; if the superior weight of a sin
gle family had not been a...b1e to incline the balance in favor of the 
candidate whose interest they supported. The patrician Aspar 
might have placed the diadem on his own head, if he would have 
subscribed the Nicene creed. 67 During three generations, the 
armies of the East were successively commanded by his father, by 
himself, and by his son Ardaburius; his barbarian guards formed 
3. military force that overawed the palace and the capital; and the 
liberal distribution of his immense treasures rendered Aspar as pop
ular as he was powerful. He recommended the obscure name of 
Leo of Thrace, a military tribune, and the principal steward of his 
household. His nomination was unanimously ratified by the sen
ate; and the servant of Aspar received the Imperial crown from 
the hands of the patriarch or bishop, wh!> was permitted to ex
press, by this unusual ceremony, the suffrage of the Deity. 118 This 
emperor, the first of the name of Leo, has been distinguished by 
the title of the ffreat; from a succession of princes, who grad
ually fixed in the opinion of the Greeks a. very humble standard of 
heroic, or at least of royal, perfection. Yet the temperate firmness 
with which Leo resisted the oppression of his benefactor, showed 
that he was conscious of his duty and of his prerogative. Aspar 
was astonished to find that his influence could no longer appoint a 
prrefect of Constantinople: he presumed to reproach his sovereign 
with a breach of promise, and insolently shaking his purple, " It is 
not proper (said he), that the man who is invested with this gar
ment, should be guilty of lying." "Nor is it proper (replied 
Leo), that a prince should be compelled to resign his own judg
ment, and the public interest, to the will of a subject. m9 After 
this extraordinary scene, it was imposl'ible that the reconciliation 
of the emperor and the patrician could be sincere; or, at least, 
that it could be solid and permanent. An army of Isaurians '10 

was secretly levied, and introduced into Constantinople; and 
While Leo undennined tbQ authority, and prepared the disgrace, 
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of the family of Aspar, his mild and cautious behavior restraiu€.d. 
them from any ra.sh and desperate attempts, which might havo 
been fatal to themselves or their enemies. The measures of peace 
and war were affected by this internal revolution. As long as 
Aspar degraded the majesty of the throne. the secret correspond
ence of religion and interest engaged him to favor the cause of 
Genseric. When Leo had delivered himself from that ignomini
ous servitude, he listened to the complaints of the Italians; re
solved to extirpate the tyranny of the Vandals; and declared his 
alliance with his colleague, Anthemius, whom he solemnly in
vested with the diadem and purple of the West. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been magnified, since 
the Imperial descent, which he could only deduce from the 
usurper Procopius, has been swelled into a line of emperors.11 

But the merit of his immediate parents, their honoTs, and their 
riches, rendered Anthemius one of the most illustrious subjects of 
the East. His father, Procopius, obtained, after his Persian em
bassy, the rank of general and patrician ; and the name of Anthe
mius was derived from his mate-rnal grandfather, the celebrated 
prrefect, who protected, with so much ability and success, the in
fant reign of Theodosius. The grandson of the prrefcct was 
raised above the condition of a private subject, by his marriage 
with Euphemia, the daughter of the emperor lilarcian. This 
splendid alliance, which might supersede the necessity of merit, 
hastened the promotion of Anthemius to the successive dignities 
of count, of master-general, of consul, and of patrician; and his 
merit or fortune claimed the honors of a victory, which was ob
tained on the banks of the Danube, over the Huns. Without in
dulging an extravagant ambition, the son-in-law of Marcian 
might hope to be his successor; but Anthemius supported the 
disappointment with courage and patience; and his subsequent 
elevation was universally approved by the public, who esteemed 
him worthy to reign, till he ascended the throne. 12 The emperor 
of the West marched from Constantinople, attended by several 
counts of high distinction, and a body of guards almost equal to 
the strength and numbers of a regular army: he entered Rome in 
triumph, and the choice of Lco was confirmed by the senate, the 
people, and the barbarian confederates of Italy.73 The solemn in
auguration of Anthemius Wf\.S followed by the nuptials of his 
daughter and the patrician Ricimer j a fortunate event, which 
was considered as the firmest security of the union and happiness 
of the state. The wealth of two empit-cs was ostentatiously dis
played; and many senators completed their ruin, by an expensive 
effort to disguise their poverty. All serious l)Usiness was sus
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penrled during tllis festival; the courts of justice were shut; the 
streets of Rome, the theatres, the places of public and private re
sort, resounded with hymameal songs and dances: and the royal 
bride, clothed in silken robes, with a crown on her head, was con· 
ducted to the palace of Ricimer, who had changed his military 
dress for .the habit of a consul and a senator. On this memorable 
occasion, Sidonius, wllOse early ambition had been so fatally 
blasted, appeared as the orator of Auvergne, among the provincial 
deputies who addressed the throne with congratulations or com
plaints.7( The calends of January were now approaching, and 
the venal poet, who had loved Adtus, and esteemed Majorian, 
was persuaded by his friends to celebrate, in heroic verse, the 
merit, the felicity, the second consulship, and the future tri
umphs, of the emperor Anthemius. Sidonius pronounced, with 
assurance and success, a panegyric, which is still extant; and 
whatever might be the imperfections, either of the subject or of 
the composition, the welcome flatterer was immediately rewarded 
with the prrefecture of Rome; a dignity which placed him among 
the illustrious personages of the empire, till he wisely preferred 
the more respectable character of a bishop and a saint. 7li 

The Greeks ambitiously commend the piety and catholio 
faith of the emperor whom they gave to the West; nor do they 
forget to observe, that when he left Constantinople, he converted 
his palace iI1to the pious foundation of a public bath,-a church, 
and a hospital for old men. 16 Yet some suspicious appearances 
are found to _sully the theological fame of Anthemius. From the 
conversation of Philotheus, a l\Iacedonian sectary, he had imbibed 
the spirit of religious toleration; and the Heretics of Rome would 
have assembled with impunity, if the bold and vehement censure 
which Pope Hilary pronounced in the church of St. Peter, had 
Dot obligeo him to abjure the unpopular indulgence.17 Even the 
Pagans, a feeble and obscure remnant, conceived some vain hopes, 
from the indifference, or partiality, of Anthemius ; and his si.!1
gular friendship for the philosopher Severus, whom he promoted 
to the consulship, was ascribed to a secret project, of reviving the 
ancient worship of the gods. 1M These idols were crumbled into 
dust: and the mythology which had' once neen the creed of na
tions, was so universally disbelieved, that it might be employed 
without scandal, or at least without suspicion, by Christian 
poets. 711 Yet the vestiges of superstition were not absolutely ob
literated, and the festival of the Lupercalia, whose origin had 
preceded the foundation of Rome, was still celebrated under the 
reign of Anthemiu8. The savage and simple rites were expressive 
of an early state of society before the invention of arts and agri. 
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culture. The rustic deities who presided over the tons and 
pleasures of the pastoral life, Pan, Faunus, and their train of 
satyrs, were such as the fancy of shepherds might create, spurt
ive, petulant, and lascivious; whose power was limited, and 
whose malice was inoffensive. A goat was the offering the best 
adapted to their character and attributes; the flesh of the victim 
was roasted on willow spits; and the riotous youths, who crowd
ed to the feast, ran naked about the fields, with leather thongs in 
their hands, communicating, as it was supposed, the blessing of 
fecundity to the women whom they touched. IlO The altar of Pan 
was erected, perhaps by Evander the Arcadian, in a dark recess 
in the side of the Palatine hm, watered by a perpetual fountain, 
and shaded by a hanging grove. A tradition, that, in the same 
place, Romulus and Remus were suckled by the wolf, rendered it 
still more sacred and venerable in the eyes of the Romans; and 
this sylvan spot was gradually surrounded by the stately edifices 
of the Forum. 81 After the conversion of the Imperial city, the 
Christians still continued, in the month of February, the annual 
celebration of the Lupercalia j to which they ascribed a secret and 
mysterious influence on the genial powers of the animal and veg
etable world. The bishops of Rome were solicitous to abolish a 
profane custom, so repugnant to the spirit of Christianity; but 
their zeal was not supported by the authority of the civil magis
trate : the inveterate abuse subsisted till the end of the fifth 
century, and Pope Gelasius, who purified the capital from the last 
stain of idolatry, appeased, by a formal apology, the murmurs of 
the senate and people.li~ 

In all his public,declarations, the emperor Leo assumes the au
thority, and professes the affection, of a father, for his son Anthe
mius, with whom he had divided the administration of the uni
verse. 8:' The situation, and perhaps the character, of Leo, dis
suaded him from exposing his person to the toils and dangers of 
an African war. But the powers of the Eastern empire were 
strenuously exerted to deliver Italy and the :Mediterranean from 
the Vandals; and Genseric, who had so long oppressed botll the 
land and sea, was threatened from every side with a formidable 
invasion. The campaign was opened by a bold and successful 
enterprise of the prrefect Heraclius. bf The troops of Egypt, Th€>' 
bais, and Libya, were embarked, under his command; and the 
Arabs, with a train of horses and camels, opened the roads of the 
desert. Heraclius landed on the coast of Tripoli, surprised and 
subdued the cities of that province, and prepared, by a laborious 
march, which Cato had formerly executed,8. to join the Imperia} 
army under the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this losS 
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llxtorted from Genseric some insidious and ineffectual propositions 
()f peace; but he was still more seriously alarmed by the reconcilia. 
tion of lVIarcellinus with the two empires. The independent patri
cian had been persuaded to acknowledge the legitimate title of An.
themius, whom he accompanied in his journey to Home; the Dal. 
matian fleet "Was received into the harbors of Italy; the active valor 
of lIarceliinus expelled the Vandals from the,Island of Sardinia j 
and the languid efforts of the West added some weight to the im
mense preparations of the Eastern Romans. The expense of the 
naval armament, which Leo sent against the Vandals, has been dis
tinctly ascertained; and the curhms and instructive account dis
plays the wealth of the declining empire. The Royal demesnes, 
or private patrimony of the prince, supplied seventeen thousand 
pounds of gold; forty-seven thousand pounds of gold, and seven 
hundred thousand of silver, were levied and paid into the treasury 
by the Pnetorian prrefects. But the cities were reduced to ex
treme poverty; and the diligent calculation of fines and forfeit
ures, as a valuable object of the revenue, does not suggest the 
idea of A. just or merciful administration. The whole expense, by 
whatsoever means it was defrayed, of the African campaign, 
amounted to the sum of one hundred and thirty thousand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thousand pounds ster
ling, at a time when the value of money appears, from the com
parative price of corn, to have been somewhllt higher than in the 
present age. 86 The fleet that sailed from Constantinople to Car
thage, consisted of eleven hundred and thirteen ships, and the 
number of soldiers and mariners exceeded one hundred thousand 
men. Basiliscus, the brother of the empress Vorina, was intrusted 
with this important command. His sister, the wife of Leo, had 
exaggerated the merit of his former exploits against the Scythi
ans. But the discovery of his guilt, or incapacity, was reserved 
for the African war; and his friends could only save his military 
reputation by asserting, that he had conspired with Aspar to spare 
Genseric, and to betray the last hope of the Western empire. 

Experience has shown that the success of an invader most coru
monly depends on the vigor and celerity of his operations. The 
~trength and sharpness of the first impression are blunted by de
lay; the health and spirit of the troops insensibly languish in a 
distant climate; the naval and military force, a mighty {'fIort 
which perhaps can never be repeated, is silently consumed; and· 
every hour that is wasted in negotiation, accustoms the enemy to 
contemplate and examine those hostile terrors, which, on their 
first appearance, he deemed irresistible. The formidaule navy of 
Basiliscus pursued its prosperous navigation from the. Thracian 
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Bosphorus to the coast of Africa. He landed his troops at Cape 
Bona, or the promontory of :Mercury, about forty miles from 
Carthage.87 The army of Heraclius, and the fleet of Marcellinus, 
either joined or seconded the Imperial lieutenant; and the Van. 
daIs who opposed his progress by sea or land, were successively 
vanquished. btl If Basiliscus had seized the moment of consterna
tion, and boldly advanced to the capital, Carthage must" have sur· 
rendered, and the kingdom of the Vandals was extinguished. 
Genseric beheld the danger with firmness, and eluded it with his 
veteran dexterity. He protested, in the most respectful language, 
that he was ready to submit his person, and his dominions, to the 
will of the emperor; but he requested a truce of five days to reg
ulate the terms of his submission; and it was universally believed, 
that his secret liberality contributed to.the success of this pubJic 
negotiation. Instead of obstinately refusing whatever indulgence 
his enemy so earnestly solicited, the guilty, or the credull)us, 
Basiliscus consented to the fatal truce; and his imprudent secu
rity seemed to proclaim, that he already considered himself as the 
conqueror of Africa. During this short interval, the wind be
came favorable to the designs of Genseric. He manned his largest 
ships of. war with the bravest of the Moors and Vandals; and 
they towed after them many large barks, filled with combustible 
materials. In the obscurity of the night, these destructive vessels 
were impelled against the unguarded and unsuspecting fleet of the 
Romans, who were awakened by the sense of their instant dan
ger. Their close and crowded order assisted the progress of the 
fire, which was communicated with rapid and irresistible vio
lence ; and the noise of the wind, the crackling of the flames, the 
dissonant cries of the soldiers and mariners, who could neither 
command nor obey, increased the horror of the nocturnal tumult. 
Whilst they labored to extricate themselves from the fire-ships, 
and to save at least a part of the navy, the galleys of Genseric as
saulted them with temperate and disciplined valor; and many of 
the Romans, who escaped the fury of the fiames, were destroyed 
or taken by the victorious Vandals. Among the events of that 
disastrous night, the heroic, or rather desperate, courage of .lohn, 
one of the principal officers of Basiliseus, has rescued his name 
from oblivion. When the ship, wInch he had bravely defended, 
was almost consumed, he threw himself in his annor into the sea, 
disdainfully rejected the ~steem and pity of Genso, the pon of 
Genseric, who pressed him to accept honorable quarter, and sunk 
under the waves; exclaimjng, with his last breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of those impious dogs. Actuated 
by a far .different spirit, Basiliscus. whose station was the most· 
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remote from danger, disgracefully fled in the beginning of the 
engagement, returned to Constantinople with the loss of more 
than half of his fleet and army, and sheltered his guilty head in 
the sanctuary of St. Sophia, till his sister, by her tears and en· 
treaties, could obtain his pardon from the indignant emperor. 
Reraclius effected his retreat through the desert; l\Iarcellinus re. 
\ired to Sicily, where he wa.s assassinate.d, perhaps at the instiga
tion of Ricimer, by cne of his own captains; and the king of the 
Vandals expressed his surprise and satisfaction, that the Romans 
themselves should remove from the world his most formidable an· 
tagonists. 89 After the failure of this great expedition,* Genseric 
again became the tyrant of the sea: the coasts of Italy, Greece, 
and Asia, were again exposed to his revenge and avarice; Tripoli 
and Sardinia returned to his obedience; he added Sicily to the 
number of his provinces; and, before he died, in the fulness of 
years and of glory, he beheld the final extinction of the empire of 
the West. DO 

During his long and active reign, the African monarch had stu· 
diously cultivated the friendship of the barbarians of Europe, 
whose arms he might employ in a seasonable and-effectual diversion 
against the two empires. After the death of Attila, he renewed 
his alliance with the Visigoths of Gaul; and the sons of the elde)' 
Theodoric, who successively reigned over that warlike nation, 
were easily persuaded, by the sense of interest, to forget the cruel 
affront which Genseric had inflicted on their sister. Dl The death 
of tho emperor Majorian delivered Theodoric the Second from the 
restraint of fear, and perhaps of honor; he violated his recent 
treaty with the Romans; and the ample territory of Narbonne, 
which he firmly united to his dominions, became the immediate 
reward of his perfidy. The selfish policy of Ricimer encouraged 
him to in.vade the provinces which were in the possession of 
JEgidius, his rival; but the active count, by the defence of ArIes, 
and the victory of Orleans, saved Gaul, and checked, during his 
lifetime, the progress of the Visigoths. Their ambition was soon 
rekindled; and the design of extinguishing the Homan empire in 
Spain and Gaul was conceived, and almost completed, in the reigr: 
of Euric, who assassinated his brother Theodoric, and displayed, 
with a more savage temper, superior abilities, both in peace and 
War. He passed the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous army, 
subdued the cities of Saragossa and Pampeluna, vanquish('d in 

~ According to Lydus, Leo, dIstracted by th!s and the other calamities of pIli
reign, particularly tl. dreadfnl fire at Constantlllople, abandoned the pl.llace. like 
another Orestes, and was preparillg to quit COlll,tuntinoplc forever. 1. iii. c. 44, p.
e30.-M. 
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hattle the martial nobles of the Tarragoncse province, carried llis 
victorious arms into the heart of Lusitania, and permitted the 
Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under the Gothic monarchy 
of Spain. O~ The efforts of Euric were not less vigorous, or less 
successful, in Gaul; and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the RIHtne and the Loire, Berry and Au
vergne were the only cities, or dioceses, which refused to ac
knowledge him as their master.9a In the defence of Clermont, 
their principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne sustained, with 
inflexible resolution, the miseries of war, pestilence, and famine; 
and the Visigoths, relinquishing the fruitless siege, sus-pended the 
hopes of that important conquest.. The youth of the province 
were animated by the heroic, and almost incredible, valor of Ecdi
cius, the son of the emperor Avitus,94 who made a desperate sally 
with only eighteen horsemen, boldly attacked the Gothic army, 
and, after maintaining a flying skirmish, retired safe and victori
ous within the walls of Clermont. His chaIity was equal to his 
courage: in a time of extreme scarcity, four thousand poor 
were fej at his expense j and his private influence levied an army 
of Burg.mdians for the deliverance of Auvergne. From hi8 vir
tues alone the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of safety 
or freedom; and even such virtues were insufficient to avert the 
impending ruin of their country, since they were anxious to 
learn, from his authority and example, whether they should pre
fer the alternative of exile or scrvitude. 96 The public confidence 
was lost; the resources of the state were exhausted j and the 
Gauls had too much reason to believe, that Anthemius, who 
reigned in Italy: was incapable of protecting hi'J distressed sub
jects beyond the Alps. The. feeble emperor could only procure 
for their defence the service of twelve thousand British auxiHa
des. Riothamus, one of the independent kings, or chieftains, of 
the island, was persuaded to transport his troops to the contincnt 
of Gaul: he sailed up the Loire, and established his quarters in 
Berry, where the pcople complained of these oppressive allies, till 
they were destroyed or dispersed by the arms of the Visigoths' ~G 

One of the last acts of jurisdiction, which the Roman senate e::t:
ercised over their subjects of Gaul, was the trial and condemna
tion of Arvandus, the Prretorian proofect. Sidonius, who rejoices 
that he lived under a reign in which he might pity and assist a 
state criminal, has expressed, with tenderness and freedom, the 
faults of his indiscreet and unfortunate friend. 97 From the perilS 
which he had escaped, Arvandus imbibed confidence rather than 
wisdom; and such was the various, though uniform, imprudence 
of his behavior, that his prosperity must appear much more sur
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prising than llis downfall. 'fhe second prrefecturc, which he ob· 
tained within the term of five years, abolished the merit and pop· 
ularity of his preceding administration. His easy temper was 
corrupted by fluttery, and exasperated by opposifon; he was 
forced to satisfy his importunate creditors with the spoilg of the 
province; his capricious insolence offended the nobles of Gaul, 
and he sunk under the weight of the public hatred. The man~ 
date of his disgrace summoned him to justify his conduct before 
the senate; and he passed the Sea of Tuscany with a favorable 
wind, the presage, as he vainly imagined, of his future fortunes. 
A decent respect was still observed for the Pl'ajectorian rank; and 
on his arrival at Rome, Arvandus was committed to the hospital. 
ity, rather than to the custody, of Flavius Asellus, the count of 
the sacred largesses, who resided in the Capitol. 98 He \vas 
eagerly pursued by his accusers, the four deputies of Gaul, who 
were all distinguished by their birth, their dignities, or their elo~ 
quence. In the name of a great provinc(', and according to the 
forms of Roman jurisprudence, they institutpd a civil and crimi
nal action, requiring such restitution as might compensate the 
losses of individuals, and such punishment as might satisfy the 
justice of the state. Their charges of corrupt oppression were 
numerous and weighty; but they placed their secret dependence 
on a letter which they had intercepted, and which they could 
prove, by the evidence of his secretary, to have been dictated by 
Arvandus himself. The author of this letter seemed to dissuade 
the king of the Goths from a peace with the Greek emperor: he 
suggested the attack of the Britons on the Loire; and he recom
mended a divi~ion of Gaul, according to the law of nations, be
tween the Visigoths bnd the Bnrgundians. 99 These pernicious 
schemes, which a friend could only palliate by the reproaches of 
vanity and indiscretion, were susceptible of a treaAonuble inter
pretation; and the deputies had artfully resolved not to produce 
their most formidable weapons till the decisive moment of the 
contcst. But their intentions were discovered by the zeal of 
Sidonius. Be immediately apprised the unsuspecting criminal of 
his danger; and sincerely lamented, without any mixture of 
anger, the haughty presumption of Arvandus, who rejectBd, and 
even resented, the salutary advice of his friends. Ignorant of his 
real situation, Arvandus showed himself in the Capitol in the 
white robe of a candidate, accepted indiscrim;nate salutations 
and offers of service, examined the shops of the merchants, the 
silks and gems, sometimes with the indifference of a spectator, 
and sometimes with the attention of a purchaser; and complained 
of the times, of the senate, of the prince, and of tha delays of jus.
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tico. His complaints were soon removed. An early day was 
fixed for bis trial; and Arvandus app~ared, with his accusers, be
fore a numerous assembly of the Roman senate. The mournful 
garb which they affected, excited tho compassion of the judges, 
who were scandalized by the gay and splendid dress of their ad
versary ~ and when the pndect Arvandus, with the first of the' 
Ga.llic deputies, were directed to take their places on the senato
rial benches, the same contrast of pride and modesty was observed 
in their behavior. In this memorable judgment, which presented 
a lively image of the old republic, the Gauls exposed, with force 
and freedom, the grievances of the province; and as soon as the 
minds of the audience were sufficiently inflamed, they recited the 
fatal epistle. The obstinacy of Arvundus was founded on the 
strange supposition, that a subject could not be convicted of trea
son, unless he had actually conspired to assume the purple. As 
the paper was read, he repeatedly, and with a loud voice, ac
knowledged it for})is genuine composition i and his astonishment 
was equal to his dismay, when the unanimous voice of the senate 
declared him guilty of a capital offence. By their decree, be was 
degraded from the rank of a proofect to the obscure condition of 
a plebeian, and ignominiously dragged by servile hands to the 
public prison. After a fortnight's adjournment, the senate was 
again convened to pronounce the sentence of his death; but while 
he expected, in the Island of 1Esculapius, the expiration of the 
thirty days allowed by an ancient law to the vilest malefactors, 100 

Ilis friends interposed, the emperor Anthemius relented, and the 
prrofect of Gaul obtained the milder punishment of exile and con
fiscation. The faults of Arvandus might deserve compassion; 
but the impunity of Seronatus accused the justice of the republic, 
till he was condemned and executed, on the complaint of the peo
ple of Auvergne. That flagitious minister, the Cat-Hine of his age 
and country, held a secret correspondence with the Visigoths, to 
betray the province which he oppressed: his industry was con
tinually exercised in the discovery of new taxes and obsolete 
offences; and his extravagant vices would havt" inspired con~ 
tempt, if they had not excited fear and abhorrence.l{)l 

Such criminals were not beyond the reach of justice; but wbat~ 
ever might be the guilt of Ricirner, that powerful barbarian was 
able to contend or to negotiate with the prince, whose alliance htl 
had condes(~ended to accept. The peaceful and prosperous reign 
which Anthemius had llromised to the West, was soon clouded by 
misfortune and discord. Ricimer, apprehensive, or impatient, of 
a superior, retired from Home, and fixed his residence at :Milan .. 
an advantageous situation either to invite or to repel the warlike 
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tribc>s that were seated between the Alps and the Danube.102 

Italy was gradually divided into two independent and hostile 
kingdoms; and the nobles of Liguria, who trembled at the near 
approach ?f a civil war, feU prostrate at the feet of the patri
cian, anel conjured him to spare their unhappy country. "Fer 
my own potrt, " replied Ricimer, in a tone of insolent moderatioD, 
" I am still inclined to embrace the friendship of the Galatian ; lOS 

but who will undertake to appease his anger~ nr to mitigate the 
pride, which always rises in proportion to our submission~" They 
informed him, that Epiphanius, bishop of Pavia,104 united the 
wisdom of the serpent with the innocence of the dove; and ap
peared confident, that tbe eloquence of such an ambassador must 
prevail against the strongest opposition, either of intereRt or pas
sion. Their recommendation was approved; and Epiphanius, 
asguming the benevolent office of mediation, proceeded without 
delay to Rome, where he wag receivcd with the honors dIle to his 
merit and reputation. The oration of a bishop in favor of peace 
may be easily supposed: he argued, that, in all possible circum
stances, the forgiveness of injuries must be an act of merey, or 
magnanimity, or prudence; anll he seriously admonished the em~ 
peror to avoid a contest with a fierce barbarian, which might bill 
fatal to himself, and must be ruinous to his dominions. Anthe
mius acknowledged the truth of his maxims; but he deeply felt, 
with grief and indignation, the behavior of Ricimer; and his pas 
sion gave eloquence and energy to his discourse. " Wha' 
favors," he warmly exclaimed, "have we refused to this ungrate
ful man ~ What provocations have we not endured! Hegardlcsi 
of the majesty of the purple, I gave my daughter to a Goth; 1 
sacrificed my own blood to the safety of the republic. The lib.. 
orality which ought to have sccured the eternal attachment 01 
Ricimer has exasperated him against his benefactor. What wars 
has he not excited against the empire! How often has he insti
gated and assisted the fury oj hostile nations! Shall I now accept 
his perfidious friendship? Can I hope that he will respect the en
gagements of a treaty, who has already violated the duties of a 
son ~" But the anger of Anthemius evaporated in these passion
ate exclamations: he insensibly yielded to the proposals of Epi
phanius; and the bishop returned to his diocese with the satisfac
tion of restoring the peace of Italy, by a reconciliation, m of 
which the sincerity and continuance might be reasonably sus
r ected. The clemency of the emperor was extorted from his 
weakness; and Ricimer suspended his ambitious designs till he 
had secretly prepared the engines with which he resolved to sub
vert the throne of Anthemius. The mask of nAace l\1}d moder~ 
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tion was then thrown aside. The army of Ricimer was fortified 
by a numerous re-enforcement of Burgundians and Oriental Suevi : 
he disclaJlned all allegiance to the Greek emperor, marched from 
Milan to the gates of Rome, alld fixing his camp on the banks of 
the Anio, impatiently expected. the arrival of Olybrius, his lmpe·· 
rial candidate. 

The senator Olybrius, of the Anician family, might esteem 
himself the lawful heir of the Western empire. He had .married 
Placidia, the younger daughter of Valentinian, after she was re
stored by Genseric j who still detained her sister Eudoxia, as the 
wife, or rather as the captive, of his son. The king of the Van
dals supported, by threats and solicitations, the fair pretensions 
of his Roman al y j and assigned, as one of the motives of the 
war, the refusal of the senate and people to acknowledge their 
lawful prince, and the unworthy preference which they had given 
to a stranger. 106 The friendship of the public enemy might ren
der Olybrius still more unpopular to the Italians j but when Rici
mer meditated the ruin of the emperor Anthemius, he tempted, 
with the offer of a diadem, the candidate who could justify his 
rebellion by an illu5triom name and a royal alliance. The hus
band of PJacidia, who, like most of his ancestors, had been in
vested with the consular dignity, might have continued to enjoy a 
secure and splendid fortune in the peaceful residence of Constan
tinople j nor does he appear to have been tormented by such a 
genius as cannot be amused or occupied, unless by the administra
tion of an empire. Yet Olybrius yielded to the importunities of 
his friends, perhaps of his wife; rashly plunged into the dangers 
and calamities of a civil war; and, with the secret connivance of 
the emperor Leo, accepted the Italian purph', which was be
stowed, and resumed, at the capricious will of a barbarian. He 
landed without obstacle (for Genseric was master of the sea) 
either at Ravenna, or the port of Ostia, and immediately pro
ceeded to the camp of Ricimer, where he was received as the 
sovereign of the Western ,Yorld. lOT 

The patrician, who had extended his posts from the Anio tc 
the ~lelvian bridge, already possessed two quarters of Rome, the 
~latican and the Janiculum, which are separated by the Tybel 
from the rest of the city j 108 nnd it may be conjectured, that nu 
assembly of seceding senators imitated, in the choice of Olybrius, 
the forms of a legal election. But the body of the senate and peo
ple firmly adhered to the cause of Anthemius; and the roNe 
effectual support of a Gothic army enabled him to prolong his 
reign, and the public distress, by a resistance of three months, 
which produced the concomitant evils of famine and pestilenC9t 
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At kngth Ricimer made a furious assault on the bridge of Ha
drian, or St. Angelo; and the narrow pass was defended with 
equal valor by the Goths till the death of Gilimer, their leader. 
The victorious troops, breaking down every barrier, rushed with 
irresistible violence into the heart of the city, and Rome (if wo 
may use the languag~ of a contemporary pope) was subverted by 
the civil fury of Anthemius and Ricimer. JOg The unfortunate 
Anthemius was dragged from his concealment, and inhumanly 
massacred by the command of his son-in-law; who thus added a 
third,-or perhaps a fourth, emperor to the number of ~is victims. 
The soldiers, who united the rage of factious citizens with the 
savage manners of barbarians, were indulged, without control, in 
the license of rapine and murder: the crowd of slaves and ple
beian8, who were unconcerned in the event, could only gain by tho 
5ndiscriminate pillage; and the face of the city exhibited the 
strange contrast of stern cruelty and dissolute intemperance. ll9 

Forty days after this calamitous event, the suhject, not of glory, 
but of guilt, Italy was delivered, by a rainful disease, from the 
tyrant Ricimcr, who bequeathed the command of his anny to his 
nephew Gundobald, one of the princes of the Burgundians. In 
the same year all the principal actors in this great revolution were 
removed from the stage; and the whole reign of Olybrius, whose 
death does not betray any symptoms of violenc~. is included within 
the term of seven months. He left one daughter, the offspring of 
his marriage with Placidia; and the family of the great Theodo
sius, transplanted from Spain to Constantinople, was propagated 
in the female line as far as the eight.h generation.1ll 

Whilst the vacant throne of Italy was abandoned to lawless bar
barians, WI the election of a new colleague was seriously agitated 
in the council of l.co. The empress Verina, studious to promote 
the greatness of her own family, had married one of her nieceE to 
Julius Nepos, who succeeded his uncle Marcellinus in the sov
ereignty of Dalmatia, a more solid possession than the title which 
he was persuaded to accept, of Empel'or of the West. But the 
measures of the Byzantine court were so languid and irreso
lute, that many months elapsed after the death of Anthemius, and 
even of Olybrius, before their destined Sllccessor could show him
self, with a respectable force, to his Italian subjects. During 
that interval, Glycerius, an obscure soldier, was invested with the 
purple by his patron Gundobald; but the Burgundian prince was 
Unable, or unwilling, to support his nomination by a civil war' 
the pursuits of domestic affibition recalled him beyond the Alps. m 
and his client was permitted to exchange the Roman sceptre fOJ 
the bishopric of Salona. After extinguishing such a competitor. 
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the emperol" Nepos was acknowledged by the senate, by the Ital
ians, and by the provincials of Gaul; his moral virtues, aud mili~ 
tary talents, were loudly celebrated; and those who d~rived an, 
private benefit from his government, announced, in prophetic 
strains, the restoration of the public felicity.ui Their hopes (If 
such hopes had been entertained) were confounded within the tum 
of a single year; and the treaty of peace. which ceded Auvergne 
to the Visigoths, is the only event of his short and inglorious reign. 
The most faithful subjects of G3ul were sacrificed, by the Italian 
emperor~ to the hope of domestic security; 111) but his repose was 
soon jnvaded by a furious sedition of the barbarian confederates; 
who, under the command of Orestes, their general, were in full 
march from Rome tv Ravenna. Nepos trembled at their al' 
proach; and, instead of placing a just confidence in the strength 
of Ravenna, he hastily escaped to his ships, and retired to his 
Dalmatian principality, on the oppoi!ite coast of the Adriatic. 
By this shameful abdication, he protracted his life about five 
years, in a very ambiguous state, between an emperor and an ex
ile, till he was assassinated at Salona by the ungrateful Glycerius, 
who was translated, perhaps, as tho reward of his crime, to the 
archbishopric of .Milan. 116 

The nations who· had asserted their independence after the 
death of Attila, were established, by the right of possession or 
conquest, in the boundless countries to the north of the Danube; 
or in the Roman provinces between the river and the Alps. But 
the bravest of their youth enlisted in the army of confederates, who 
formed the defence of the terror of Italy; 111 and in this promis
cuous multitude, the names of the Heruli, the Scyrri, the Alam, 
the Turcilingi, and the Rugians, appear to have predominated. 
The example of these warriors was imitated by Orestes,118 the son 
of Tatullus, and the father of the last Roman emperor of the West. 
Orestes, who has be~n already mentioned in this history, had 
never deserted his country. His birth and fortunes rendered him 
one of the most illustrious subjects of Pannonia. When that prov" 
ince was ceded to the Huns, he entered into the service of Attila, 
his lawful sovereign, obtained the office of his secretary, and was 
repeatedly sent ambassador to Constantinople, to represent the 
person, and signify the commands, of the imperious monarch. 
The death of that conqueror restored him to his freedom; and 
Orestes might honorably refuse either to follow the sons of Attila 
into the Scythian desert, or to obey the Ostrogoths, who had 
usurped the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the service of 
the Italian princes, the successors of Valentillian; and, as he pos-
sessed the qualifications of courage, industry, and experience, he 
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HdvanceiJ with rapid steps in the military profession, till he was 
elevated, by the favor of Nepos himself, to the dIgnities of patri· 
cian, and master-general of the troops. These troops had been 
long accustomed to reverence the character and authority of Ores~ 
tes, who affected their manners, conversed with them in their 
own language, and was intimately connected with their national 
chieftains, by long habits of familiarity and friendship. At his 
solicitation they rose in arms against the obscure Greek, who pre~ 
sumed to claim their obedience; and when Orestes, from some 
secret motive, declined the purple, they consented, with the same 
facility, to acknowledge his son Augustulus, as the emperor of 
the West. By the abdication of Nepos, Orestes had now attained 
the summit of his ambitious hopes; but he soon discovered be
~ore the end of the first year, that the lessons of perjury and in
gratitude, which a rebel must inculcate, will be resorted to against 
himself; and that the precarious sovereign of Italy was only per
mitted to choose, whether he would be the slave, or the victim, 
of his barbarian mercenaries. The dangerous alliance of these 
strangers had oppressed and insulted the last remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their pay and privileges 
wer~ augmented; but their insolence increased in a still more ex
travagant degree; they envied the fortune of their brethren in 
Gaul, Spain, and Africa, whose victorious arms had acquired an 
independent and perpetual inheritance; and. they insisted on their 
peremptory demand, that a third part of the lands of Italy should 
be immediately divided among them. Orestes, with a spirit, 
Which, in another situation, might be entitled to our esteem, 
chose rather to encounter the rage of an armed multitude, than to 
subscribe the ruin of an innocent people. He rejected the auda
cious demand; and his refusal was favorable to the ambition of 
Odoacer; a bold barbarian, who assured his fellow-soldiers, that, 
if they dared to associate under his command, they might soon 
extort the justice which had been denied to their dutiful peti
tions. From all the camps and garrisons of Italy, the confeder
ates, actuated by the same resentment and the same hopes, impa
tiently flocked to the standard of this popular leader; and the un
fortunate patrician, overwhelmed by the torrent, hastily retreated 
to the strong city of Pavia, the episcopal seat of the holy Epiph
anites. Pavia was immediately besieged, the fortifications were 
stormed, the town was pillaged j and although the bishop might 
labor, with much zeal and some success, to save the property of 
the church, and the chastity of female captives, the tumult could 
only be appeased by the execution of Orestes. m His brother Paul 
'Was slain in an action near Ravenna; and the helpless A1lgustulus, 
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who could no longer command the respect, was reduced to imc 

plore the clemency, of Odoacer. 
That successful barharian was the son of Edecon j who, in some 

remarkable transactions, particularly described in a preceding 
chapter, had been the colleague of Orestes himself. * 1'he honor 
of an ambassador should be exempt from suspicion j and Edecon 
had listened to a conspiracy against the life of his sovereign. But 
this apparent guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance: his 
rank was eminent and conspicuous; he enjoyed the favor of 
Attila j and the troops under his command, who guarded, in their 
turn, the royal village, consisted of a tribe of Scyrri, his immedi
ate and hereditary subjects. In the revolt of the nations, they 
still adhered to the Huns; and, more than twelve years after
wards, the name of Edecon is honorably mentioned, in their un· 
equal contests with the Ostrogoths j which was terminated, after 
two bloody battles, by the defeat and dispersion of the ScyrrL 120 

Their gallant leader, who did not survive this national calamity, 
left tw~ sons, Onulf and Odoacer, to struggle with adversity, and 
to maintain as they might, by rapine or service, the faithful fol
lowers of their exile. Onulf directed his steps towards Constanti
nople, where he sullied, by the assassination. of a generous bene
factor, the fame which he had acquired in arms. His brother 
Odoacer led a wandering life among the barbarians of N oricum, 
with a mind and a. fortune suited to the most desperate adven
tures j and when he had fixed his choice, he piously visited the 
cell of Severinus, the popular saint of the country, to solicit his 
approhation and blessing. The lowness of the door would not 
admit the lofty stature of Odoac€r: he was obliged to stoop; 
but in that humble attitude, the saint could discern the symptoms 
of his future greatness j and addressing him in a propJletic tone, 
"Pursue" (said he) "your design j proceed to Italy j you will 
soon caat away this coarse garment of skins j and yOUI' wealth 
will be adequate to the liberality of your mind." 121 The barba
rian, 'whose daring spirit accepted and ratified the prediction, was 
admitted into the service of the 'Vestern empire, and soon ob
tained an honorable rank in the guards. His manners were grad
ually polished, his military skill was improved, and the confed
erates of Italy would not have elected him for their general, 
unless the exploits of Odoacer had established a lligh opinion of 
his courage and capacity. m Their military acclamations saluted 

• Manso observes tbat the evidence which identifies Edecon. the father of Odo~ 
cer, with the cotlca/.,1ue of Orestes, is not conclusive. Geschichtc des ost-Gpthl
schen Reiches, p. 82. But St. MmUn incline.i to agree with Gibbon, note, Vi. 1 
-14. 
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him with the title of king; but he abstained, during his whole 
reign, from the use of th,e purple and diadem,123 lest he should 
offend those princes, whose subjects, by their accidental mixture, 
had formed the victori:ms army, which time aud policy might in
sensibly unite into a great natiuli. 

Royalty was familiar to the barbarians, and the submissive peo
ple of Italy was prepared to obey, without a murmur, the au
thority which he should condescend to exercise as the vicegerent 
of the emperor of the West. But Odoacer had resolved to abolish 
that useless and expensive office j and such is the weight of antique 
prejudice, that it required some boldness and penetration to dis
cover the extreme facility of the enterprise. The unfortunate 
Augustulus was made the instrument of his owu disgrace: he sig
nified his resignation to the senate; and that assembly, in their 
last act of obedience to a Roman prince, still affected the spirit 
of freedom, and the forms of the constitution. An epistle was 
uddressed, by their unanimous decree, to the emperor Zeno, the 
son-in-law and successor of Leo j who had lately been restored, 
after Q. short rebellion, to the Byzantine throne. They solemnly 
" disclaim the necessity, or even the wish, of continuing any longer 
the Imperial succession in Italy; since, in their opinion, the maj
esty of a sole monarch is sufficient to pervade and protect, at the 
same time, both the East and the ·West. In tt1eir own name, and 
in the name of the people, they consent that the scat of universal 
empire shall be transferred from Rome to Constantinople j and 
they basely renounce the right of choosing their master, the only 
vestige that yet remained of the authority which had given laws 
to the world. The republic (they repeat that name without a 
blush) might safely confide in the civil and military virtues of 
Odoacer; and they humbly request, that the emperor would in
vest him with the title of Patrician, and the administration of the 
diocese of Italy." The deputies of the senate were received at 
Constantinople with some marks of displeasure and indignation: 
and when they were admitted to the audience of Zeno, he sternly 
reproached them with their treatment of the two emperors, An
themius and Nepos, whom the East had successively granted to 
the prayers of Italy. "'l'he first" (continued he) "you have 
murdered; the second you have expelled; but the second is 
still alive, and whilst he lives he is your lawful sovereign." But 
the prudent Zeno soon deserted the hopeless cause of his abdicated 
cOlleague. His vanity was gratified by the title of sole emperor, 
and by the statues erected to his honor in the several quarters of 
Rome; he entertained a friendly, though ambiguous, correspond
ence with the patrician OdoRcer; and he gratefully accepted the 
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Imperial ensigns, tho sacred ornaments of the throne and palace, 
which the barbarian was not unwilling to remove from the sight 
of the people. 124 

In the space of twenty years since the death of Valentinian, 
nine emperors had successively disappeared; and the son of Ores~ 
tes, a youth recommended only by his beauty, would be the least 
entitled to the notice of posterity, if his reign, which was marked 
by the extinction of the Homan empire in the 'Vest, did not leave 
a memorable era in the history of mfl.nkind. l~r. The patrician 
Orestes had married the daughter. of Count Romulus, of Petovio 
in Noricum : the name of Augustus, notwithstanding the jealousy 
of power, was known at Aquileia as a familiar surname; and the 
appellations of the two great founders of the city and of the mon
a.rehy, were thus strangely united in the last of their succcssors.J26 
The son of Orestes assumed and disgraced the names of Romulus 
Augustus j but the first was corrupted into Momyllus by the Greeks, 
and the second has been changed by the Latins into the cont.empti
ble diminutive Augustulus. The life of this inoffensive youth was 
spared by the generous clemency of Odoacer; who dismissed 
him, with his whole family, from the Imperial palace, fixed his 
annual allowance at six thousand pieces of gold, and assigned the 
castle of Lucullus, in Campania, for the place of his exile or re
tircment.127 As soon as the Romans breathed from the toils of 
the Punic war, they were attractcd by the beauties and the pleas
ures of Campania; and the country-house of the elder Scipio at 
Liternum exhibited a lasting model of their rustic simplicity.128 
The delicious shores of the Bay of Naples were crowded with 
villas; and Sylla applauded the masterly skill of 'his rival, who 
had seated himself on t.he lofty promontory of Misenum, that 
commands, on every side, the sea and Jand, as far as the bound
aries of the horizon. 129 The villa of :Marius was purchased, within 
a few years, by Lucullus, and the price had increased from two 
thousand five hundred, to more than fourscore thousand, pounds 
sterling. 130 It was adorned by the new proprietor with Grecian 
arts and Asiatic treasures; and the houses and gardens of Lu
cullus obtained a distinguished rank iIi the list of Imperial pal
aces. 13l When the Vandals became formidable to the sea-coast, 
the Lucullan villa, on the promontory of Misenum, graduaUy as
sumed the strength and appellation of a strong castle, the obscure 
retreat of the last emperor of the West. About twenty years 
after that great revolution, it was converted into a church and 
monastery, to receive the bones of St. Severinus. They secur~lY 
reposed, amidst the broken trophies of Cimbric and Armenian VIC

Wries, till the beginning of the tenth century; when the fortifiCl¥ 
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Hons, which might afford a dangerous shelter to the Saracens, were 
demolished by the people of Naples. m 

Odoacer was the first barbarian who reigned in Italy, over 8 
people who had once asserted their just superiority above the rest 
of mankind. The disgrace of the Romans still excites our respect
ful compassion, and we fondly sympathize with the imaginary 
grief and indignation of their degenerate posterity. But the 
calamities of Italy had gradually subdued the proud consciousness 
of freedom and glory. In the age of Roman virtue the provinces 
were subject to the arms, and the citizens to the laws, of the re
public j till those laws were subverted by civil discord, and both 
t~e city and the provinces became the servile property of a tyrant. 
The forms of the constitution, which alleviated or disguised their 
abject slavery, were abolished by time and violence; the Italians 
alternately lamented the presence or the absence of the sovereigns, 
Whom they detested or despised; alId the succession of five 
centuries inflicted the various evils of military license, capricious 
despotism, and elaborate oppression. During the same period, 
the barbarians hud emerged from obscurity and contempt, and the 
warriors of Germany and Scythia were introduced into the prov
inces, as the servants, the allies, and at length the masters, of 
the Romans, whom they insulted or protected. 'l'he hatred of the 
people was suppressed by fear j they respected the spirit and 
splendor of the martial chiefs who were invested with the honors 
of the empire, and the fate of Rome had long depended on the 
sword of those formidable strangers. The stern Ricimer, who 
trampled on the ruins of Italy, had eXel'cised the power, without 
assuming the title, of a king j and the patient Romans were insen
sib1y prepared to acknowledge the royalty of Odoacer and his 
barbaric successors. 

The king of Italy was not unworthy of the high station to which 
his valor and fortune had exalted him: bis savage manners were 
polished by the babits of conversation j and he respected, though 
a conqueror and a barbarian, the institutions, and even the prej
Udices, of his subjects. After an interval of seven years, Odoaccr 
restored the consulsbip of the West. For bimself, he modestly, 
or proudly, declined an honor which was still accepted by the 
emperors of the East; but the curule chair was successively filled 
by eleven of the most illustrious senators; 133 and the list is adorned 
by the respectable name of Rasilius, whose virtues claimed the 
friendship and grateful applause of Sidonius, his clicnt. lU The 
laws of the emperors were strictly enforced, and the civil ad. 
ministration of Itn.ly was still exercised by the Prretorian pn~ 
fret and his subordinate offiCel'i. Odoucer devolved on the lw. 
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man magistrates the odious and oppressive task of collecting the 
public revenue; but he reserved for himself the merit of season' 
able and popular indulgence. lag Like the rest of the barbarians, 
he had been instructed in the Arian heresy; but he revered the 
monastic and episcopal characters; and the silence of the Catholics 
attests the toleration which they enjoyed. The peace of the city 
required the interposition of his proofect Basilius in the choice of 
a Roman pon-iff: the decree which restrained the clergy from 
alienating the,1' lands was ultimately designed for the benefit of 
the people, whose devotion would have been taxed to repair. the 
dilapidations of the church. 136 Italy was protected by the arms 
of its conqueror; and its frontiers were respected by the barbarians 
of Gaul and Germany, who had so long insulted the feeble race of 
Theodosius. Odoacer passed the Adriatic, to chastise the assassins 
of the emperor Nepos, and to acquire the maritime province of 
Dalmatia. He passed the Alps, to rescue the remains of Noricum 
from Fava, or Feletheus, king of the Rugians, who held his resi
dence beyond the Danube. The king was vanquished in battle, 
and led away prisoner; a numerous colony of captives and 
subjects was transplanted- into Italy; and Rome, after a long 
period of defeat and disgrace, might claim the triumph of her 
barbarian master. 137 

,Notwithstanding the prudence and success of Odoacer, his 
kingdom exhibited the sad prospect of misery and desolation. 
Since the age of Tiberius, the decay of agriculture had been felt 
in Italy; and it was a just subject of complaint, that the life of 
the Roman people depended on the accidents of the winds and 
waves. ISS In the division and the decline of the empire, the 
tributary harvests of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn; the 
numbers of the inhabitants continually diminished with the means 
of subsistence; and the country was exhausted by the irretrievable 
losses of war, famine, 13~ and pestilence. St. Ambrose has deplored 
the ruin of a populous district, which had been once adorned 
with the flourishing cities of Bologna, :Modena, Rcgium, and 
Placentia. 140 Pope Gelasius was a subject of Odoacer; nnd he 
affirms, with strong exaggeration, that in .lEmilia, Tuscany, and 
the adjacent provinces, the human species was almost extirpated.)41 
The plebeians of Rome, who were fed by the hand of their master, 
perished or disappeared as soon as his liberality was suppressed j 

the decline of the arts reduced the industrious mechanic to idle
ness and want; and the senators, who might support with patience 
the ruin of their country, bewailed their private loss of wealth 
and luxury.* One third of those ample estates, to which~e 

* Denilla supposes that th~ barbarians \\-ere compelled by necessity to turn thcU 
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ruin of Italy is originally imputed, \41! was extorted for the use of 
tne conquerors. Injuries were aggravated by insults: the sense 
of actual sufferings was imbittered by the fear of more dreadful 
evils; and as new lands were allotted to new swarms of barbarians, 
each senator was apprehensive lest the arbitrary surveyors should 
approach his favorite villa, or his most profitable farm. 'fhe least 
unfortunate were those who submitted without a murmur to the 
power which it was impossible to resist. Since they desired to 
live, they owed some gratitude to the tyrant who had spared their 
lives; and since he was the absolute master of their fortunes, the 
portion which he left must be accepted as his pure and voluntary 
gift. 143 The distress of Italy * was mitigated by the prudence 
and humanity of Odoacer, who had bound himself, as the price 
of his elevation, to satisfy the demands of a licentious and 
turbulent multitude. The kings of the barbarians were frequently 
resisted, deposed, or murdered, by their native subjects, and the 
various bands of Italian mercenaries, who, associated under the 
standard of an elective general, claimed a Jarger privilege of 
freedom and rapine. i\.. monarchy destitute of national union, 
and hereditary right, hastened to its dissolution. After a reign 
of fourteen years, Odoacer was oppressed by the superior genius 
of Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths; a hero alike excellent in 
the arts of war and of government, who restored an age of peace 
and prosperity, and whose name still excitef: and deserves the 
a.ttention of mankind. 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

ORIGIN, PROGRESS, AND EFFECTS OF THE MONAsTIC LIFE.-CON
VERSION OF THE BARBARIANS TO CHRISTIANITY AND ARIANIS?tI. 
-PERSECUTION OF THE VANDALS IN AFRICA..-EXTINCTION OF 

A.RIANISM AMONG THE B,ARBAIUANS. 

THE indissoluble connection of civil and ecclesiastical affairs has 
compelled, and encouraged, me to relate the progress, the per
secutions, the establishment, the divisions, the final triumph, and 

attention to agriculture. Italy, either imperfectly cultivated. or not at ull, by the 
indolent or rumed proprietors, not only could not furnish the imposts, (In which 
the p'uy of the 80ldtery depended, but not even a certain supply of the neccB~arie8 
or lIfc. The neirrhborin!r COUll tries were now occupied by warlike n!ltioll!~; the 
lupplies of corn from Africa wCl'e cut off; foreign commerce nearly de<ltroyed ; 
they could not look for supplies beyond the limits of Italy, throughout which the 
ngriculturc had been long m 0. state of pr('grcl<sivc but rapid depre~l!iou. (Denina, 
Rev. d'Italia, I. v. c. i.)-"1I1. . . 

• Compare on the desolation and change of property In Italy, Manso, Geschlchte 
des Ost-Gothlschen Reiches. Part ii. p. 73, et lieq.-1I1. 
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the gradual corruption, of Christianity. I have purposely delayed 
the consideration of two religiouB events, interesting in the study 
of human nature, and important in the decline and fall of the 
Roman empire. 1. -The institution of the monastic life; 1 and, II. 
The conversion of the northern barbarians. 

I. Prosperity and peace introduced the distinction of the 'lJulgar 
and the Ascetic Ch1'istians. 2 The loose and imperfect practice of 
religion satisfied the conscience of the multitude. The prince 01 

magistrate, the soldier or merchant, reconciled their fervent zeal, 
and implicit faith, with the exercise of their profession, the pur
suit of their interest, and the indulgence of their passions: but 
the Ascetics, who obeyed and abused the rigid precepts of the 
gospel, were inspired by the savage enthusiasm which represents 
man as a criminal, and God as a tyrant. They seriously renoubced 
the business, and the pleasures, of the age; abjured the use of 
wine, of flesh, and of marriage; chastised their body, mortified 
their affections, and embraced a life of misery, as the price of 
eternal happiness. In the reign of C()llstantine, the Ascetics fled 
from a profane and degenerat.e world, to perpetual solitude, or 
religious society. Like the first Christians of Jerusalem,3 * they 
resigned the use, or the property, of their temporal possessions; 
established regular communities of the same sex, and a similar 
disposition; and assumed the names of Hm'mits, Monks, and 
Anaclwrets, expressive of their lonely-retreat in a natural or artificial 
desert. They soon acquired the respect of the world, which they 
despised; and the loudest applause was bestowed on this DIVINE 
PHILOSOPHY,4 which surpassed, without the aid of science or 
reason, the laborious virtues of the Grecian schools. The monks 
might indeed contend with the Stoics, in the contempt of fortune, 
of pain, and of death: the Pythagorean silence and submission 
were revived in their Bervile discipline; and they disdained, as 
firmly as the Cynics themselves, all the forms and decencies of 
civil society. But the votaries of this Divine Philosophy aspired 
to imitate a purer and more perfect model. They trod in the 
footsteps of the prophets, who had retired to the desert; 1\ and they 
restored the devout and contemplative life, whioh had been in
stituted by tIle Essenians, in Palestine and Egypt. The philoso
phic eye of Pliny had surveyed with astonishment a solitary people, 
who dwelt among the palm-trees near the Dead Sea; who sub· 
sisted without money, who were propagated without women; and 
who derived from the disgust and repentance of mankind a per
petual supply of voluntary associates. 6 



* It has before been shown that the first Christian community was not strict" 
cwnobltic. See vol. ii.-M. 
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Egypt, t!le fruitful parent of superstition, afforded the first ex
ample of the monastic life. Antony,1 an illiterateS youth of the 
lower parts of Thebais, distributed his patrimony,9 deserted his 
family and native home, and executed his monastir, penance with 
original and intrepid fanaticism. After a long and painful 
novitiate, among the tombs" and in a ruined tower, he boldly 
advanced into the desert three days' journey to the eastward of 
the Nile; .discovered a lonely spot, which p03sessed the advantages 
of shade and water, and fixed his last residence on :Mount Colzim, 
near the Red Sea j where an ancient monastery still preserves tho 
name and memory of the saint. 10 The curious devotion of tho 
Christians pursued him to the desert; and when he was obliged 
to appear at Alexandria, in the face of mankind, he supported his 
fame with discretion and dignity. He enjoyed the friendship of 
Athanasius, whose doctrine he approved j and the Egyptian 
peasant respectfully declined a respectful invitation from the 
emperor Constantine. The venerable patriarch (for Antony at
tained the age of one hundred and five years) beheld the numer
ous progeny which had been formed by his example and his lessons. 
The prolific colonies of monks multiplied with rapid increase on 
the sands of Libya, upon the rocks of Thebais, and in the cities of 
the Nile. To the south of Alexandria, the mountain, and adjacent 
de!Jert, of Nittia, were peopled by five thousand anachorets; and 
the traveller may still investigate the ruins of fifty monasteries, 
which were planted in that barren soil by the disciples of Antony. 11 

In the Upper Thebais, the vacant island of Tabenne,12 was occupied 
by PRchomius and fourteen hundred of his brethren. That holy 
abbot successively founded nine monasteries of men, and one of 
Women; and the festival of Easter sometimes collected fifty 
thousand religious persons, who followed his angelic rule of dis
cipline. 13 The stately and populous city of Oxyrinchus, the seat 
of Christian orthodoxy, had devoted the temples, the public 
edifices, and even the ramparts, to pious and charitable uses; and 
the bishop, who might preach in twelve churches, computed ten 
thousand females, and twenty thousand males, of the monastid 
profession. H The Egyptians, who gloried in this marvellous revo
lution, were disposed to hope, and to believe, that the number 01 
the monks was equal to the remainder of the people; 15 and pos
terity might repeat the saying, which had formerly been applied 
to the sacred animals of the same country, That in Egypt it was 
less difficult to find 3,- god than a man. 

Athallasius introduced into Rome the knowledge and· practice 
of the monastic life; and a school of this new philosophy was 
()pened by the disciples of Antony, who accompanied their primate 

http:cipline.13
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to the holy threshold of the Vatican. ']'he strange and savage 
appearance of these Egyptian'3 excited, at first, horror and con
tempt, and, at length~ applause and zealous imitation. The 
senators, and more especially the matrons, transformed theif 
palaces and villas into religious houses; and the narrow institution 
of six Vestals was -eclipsed by the frequent monasteries, which 
were seated on the ruins of ancient temples, and ill the mid:;t of 
the Roman forum. 16 Inflamed by the example of Antony, a Syrian 
youth, whose name was Hilarion,17 fixed his dreary .,l)ode on a 
sandy beach, between the sea and a morass, abaut seven miles frOID 
Gaza. The austere penance, in which he persisted forty-eight 
years, diffused a similar enthusiasm; and the holy man was fol
lowed by a train of two or three thousand anachorets, whenever 
he visited the innumerable monasteries of Palestine. The famo 
of Basil1S is immortal in the monastic history of the East. With 8 

mind that had.taGted the learning and eloquence of Athens; with 
an ambition scarcely to be satisfied with the archbishopric of 
Cresarea, Basil retired to a savage solitude in Pontus; and deigned, 
for a while, to give laws to the spiritual colonies which he pro~ 
fusely scattered along the coast of the Black Sea. In the West, 
Martin of Tours,lg a soldier. a hermit, a bishop, and a saint, estab
lished the monasteries of Gaul; two thousand of his disciples 
followed him to the grave; and his eloquent historian challenges 
the deserts of Thcbais to produce, in a more favorable climate, a 
champion of equal virtue. The progress of the monks was not 
less rapid, or universal, than that of Christianity itself. Every 
province, and, at last, every city, of the empire, was filled with 
their increasing multitudes; and the bleak and barren isles, from 
Lerins to Lipari, that arise out of the Tuscan Sea, were chosen by 
the anachorets for the place of their voluntary exile. An easy 
and perpetual intercourse by sea and land connected the provinces 
of the Roman world; and the life of Hilarion displays the facility 
with which an indigent hermit of Palestine might traverse Egypt, 
embark for Sicily, escape to Epirus, and finally settle in the Isltlnd 
of Cyprus. 20 The Latin Christians embraced tho religious institu
tions of Rome. The pilgrims, who visited Jerusalem, eagerly 
copied, in the most distant climates of the earth, the faithful 
model of the monastic life. The disdplcs of Antony spread them
selves beyond the tropic, over the Christian empire of JEthiopia.

21 

The monastery of Banchor, ~~ in Flintshire, which contained above 
two thousand brethren, dispersed a numerous colony among the 
barbarians of Ireland; 23 and Iona, one of the Hebrides, which was 
planted by the Irish monks, diffused over the northern regioIl5 a 
doubtful ray of science and superstitiun. 24 

http:superstitiun.24
http:JEthiopia.21
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These unhappy exiles from social life were impelled by the dark 
and implacable genius of superstition. Their mutual resolution 
was supported by the example of millions, of either sex, of every 
age, and of every rank; and each proselyte who entered the gates 
of a monastery, was persuaded that he trod the steep and thorny 
path of eternal happiness. '.!~ But- the operation of these religious 
motives was variously determhied by the temper and situation of 
mankind. Reason might subdue, or passion might suspend, their 
influence: but they acted most forcibly on the infirm minds of 
children and females; they were strengthened by secret remorse, 
or accidental misfortune; and they might. derive some aid from 
the temporal considerations of vanity or interest. It was naturally 
supposed, that the pious and humble monks, who had renounced 
the world to accomplish the work of their salvation, were the best 
qualified for the spiritual government of tht: Christians. The re
luctant hermit was torn from his cell, and seated, amidst the 
acclamations of the people, on the episcopal throne: the monas
teries of Egypt, of Gaul, and of the East, supplied a regular Rue: 
cession of s3ints and bishops; and ambition soon discovered the 
£ccrct road which led to the possession of wealth and honors.2a 
'l'he popular monks, whose reputat.ion was connected with the 
fame and success of the order, assidlJously labored to multiply 
the number of their fcllow-captives. They insinuated themselves 
into noble and opulent families; and the specious arts of flattery 
and seduction were employed to secure those ptoselytes who might 
bestow wealth or dignity on the monastic profession. The in
dignant father bewailed the loss, perhaps, of an only son; 27 the 
credulous maid was betrayed by vanity to violate the laws of 
nature; and the matron aspired to imaginary perfection, by re
nouncing the virtues of dumestic life. Paula yielded to the per
suasive eloquence of Jerom ; 28 and the profane title of mother-in
law of God 29 tempted that i1lustrious widow to consecrate the vir
ginity of her daughter Eustochium. By the advice, and in the 
company, of her spiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rome and her 
infant son; retired to the holy village of Dethlcm; founded a 
hospital and four monasteries; and acquired, by her alms and 
penance, an eminent and conspicuous station in the Catholic 
church. Such rare and illustrious penitents were celebrated as the 
glory and example of their age; but the monasteries were filled 
,by a crowd of obscure and abject plebeians,30 who gained in the 
cloister much more than thev had sacrificed in the world. Peasants, 
slaves, and mechanics, might escape from poverty and contempt 
to a safe and honorable profession; whose apparent hardships are 
lllitigated by custom, by popular applause, and by the secret 
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relaxation of discipline. 31 The subjects of Rome, whose persona 
and fortunes were made responsible for unequal and exorbitant 
tributes, retired from the oppression of the Imperial government; 
and the pusillanimous youth preferred the penance of a monastic, 
to tho dangers of a military, life. The affrighted proVlncials of 
every rank, who fled before the barbarians, found shelter and 
subsistence: whole legions were buried in these religious sanc
tuaries; and the same cause, which relieved the distress of in
dividuals, impahed the strength and fortitude of the empire. S~ 

The monastic profession of the ancients 33'was an act of voluntary 
devotion. The inconstant fanatic wut'! threatened with 1he eternal 
vengeance of the God whom he deserted; but the doors of the 
monastery were still open for repentance. Those monks, whose 
conscience was fortified by reason or passion, were at liberty to 
resume the character of men aud citizens; and even the spouses 
of Christ might accept the legal embraces of an earthly lover. U 

The examples of scandal, and the progress of superstition, sug. 
gested the propriety of more forcible restraints. After a sufficien1 
trial, the fidelity of the novice was secured by a solemn and per. 
petual vow, and bis irrevocable engagement was -ratified by the lawt/ 
of the church and state. A guilty fugitive was pursued, arrested, 
and restored to his perpetual prison; and the interposition of tho 
magistrate oppressed the freedom and tbe merit, which llad 
al1eviated, in some degree, the abject slavery of the monastic dis· 
cipline. 3 r. The actions of a monk, his words, and even his thoughts, 
were determined by an inflexible rule,36 or a capricious superior: 
the slightest offences were corrected by disgrace or confinement, 
extraordinary fasts, or bloody flagellation; and disobedience, 
murmur, or delay, were ranked in the catalogue of the mosi 
heinous sins. 37 A blind submission to the commands of the abbot, 
however absurd, or even criminal, they might seem, was the nding 
principle, the first virtue, of the Egyptian monks; and their 
patience was frequently exercised by the most extravagant trials. 
They were directed to remove an enormous rock; assiduously to 
water a barren staff, that was planted in the ground, till, at the 
end of three years, it should vegetate and blossom like a tree; to 
walk into a fiery furnace; or to cast their infant into a deep pond: 
and several saints, or madmen, have been immortalized in monastic 
story, by their thoughtless and fearless obedience. 38 The freedom 
of the mind, the source of every generous and rational sentiment, . 
was destroyed by the habits of credulity and submission"; and the 
monk, contracting the vices of a slave, devoutly followed the faith 
and passions of bis ecclesiastical tyrant. -The peace of the Eastern 
<;hurch was invaded by a swarm of fanatics, incapable of fear, or 
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reason, or bumanity; and the Imperial troops acknowledged, with
out shame, that they were much less apprehensive of an encounter 
with the fiercest barbarians. 39 

Superstition has often framed and consecrated the fantastic 
garments of the monks: 40 but their apparent singularity sometimes 
proceeds from their uniform attachment to a simple and primitive 
model, which the revolutions of fashion have made ridiculous in 
the eyes of mankind. The father uf the Benedictines expressly 
disclaims all idea of choice or merit; and soberly exhorts his dis
ciples to a~opt the coarse and convenient dress of the countries 
which they may inhabit. 41 The monastic habits of the ancients 
varied with the climate, and their mode of life; and they assumed, 
with the same indifference, the sheep-skin of the Egyptian peas
ants, or the cloak of the Grecian philosophers. They allowed 
themselves the use of linen· in Egypt, where it was a cheap and 
domestic manufacture; but in the West, they rejected such an 
expensive article of foreign lUxury. 42 It was the practice of the 
monks either to cut or shave their hair; they wrapped their heads 
in a cowl, to escape the sight of profane objects; their legs and 
feet were naked, except in the extreme cold of winter; and their 
slow and feeble steps were supported by a long staff. The aspect 
·of a genuine anachoret was horrid and disgusting: every sensation 
that is offensive to man was thought acceptable to God; and the 
angelic rule of Tabenne condemned the salutary custom of bathing 
the limbs in water, and of anointing them with oil. 43 * The austere 
monks slept on the ground, on ~ hard mat, or a rough blanket; 
and the same bundle of palm-leaves served them as a seat in the 
day, and a pillow in the night. Their original cells were low, 
narrow huts, built of the slightest materials; which formed, by 
the regular distribution of the streets, a large and populous village, 
enclosing, within the common wall, a church, a hospital, perhaps 
a. library, some necessary offices, a garden, and a fountain or res 
IClvoir of fresh water. Thirty or forty brethren composed a family 
of separate discipline and diet; and the great monasteries of 
:Egypt consisted of thirty or forty families. 

Pleasure and guilt are synonymous terms in the language of the 
monks, and they discovered, by experience, that rigid fasts, and 
abstemious diet, are the most effectual preservatives against the 
impure desires of the flesh. H The rules of abstinence, which they 
imposed, or practised, were not uniform or perpetual: the cheer
,fui festival of the Pentecost was balanced by the extraordinary 

• Atbanasius (Vit. Ant. c. 47) bORsts of Antony's holy horror of clean water, by
lrhich his teet were uncontaminated, except under diro necessitY.·-M. 
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mortification of Lent; the fervor of new monasteries was insensi
bly )'elaxed; and the voracious appetite of the Gauls could not 
imitate the patient and temperate virtue of the Egyptians. 4li The 
disciples of Antony and Pachomius were satisfied with their daily 
pittance,46 of twel.ve ounces of bread, or rather biscuit,41 which 
they divided into two frugal repasts, of the afternoon and of the 
evening. It was esteemed a merit, and almost a duty, to abstain 
from the boiled vegetables which were provided for the refectory; 
but the extraordinary bounty of the abbot sometimes indulged 
them with the luxury of cheese, fruit, salad, and the small dried 
fish of the Nile. ~8 A more ample latitude of sea and river fish wafi 
gradually allowe 1 or assumed; but the use of flesh was long con
fined to the sick or travellers"; and when it gradually prevailed in 
the less rigid monasteries of Europe, a singular distinction was 
introduced; as if birds, whether wild or domestic, had been less 
profane than the grosser animals oi the field. Water was the pure 
and innocent beverage of the primitive monks; and the founder 
of the Benedictines regrets the daily portion of half ,L pint of 
wine, which had been extorted from him by the intemperance of 
the age. 40 Such an allowance might be easily supplied by the 
vineyards of Italy; and his victorious disciples, who passed the 
Alps, the Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in the place of wine, an· 
adequate compensation of strong beer or cider. 

The candidate who aspired to the virtue of evangelical poverty, 
abjured, at his first entrance into a regular community, the idea, 
and even the name, of all separate or exclusive possession. 60 The 
brethren were supported by their manual labor; and the duty of 
labor was strenuously recommended as a penance, as an exercise, 
and as the most laudable means of securing their daily subsist
ence. 61 The garden and fields, which the industry of the monks 
had often rescued from the forest or the morass, were diligently 
cultivated by their hands. They performed, without reluctance, 
the menial offices of slaves and domestics; and the several trades 
that were necessary to provide their habits, their utensils, and 
their lodging, were exercised within the precincts of the great 
monasteries. The monastic studies have tended, for the most 
part, to darken, rather than to dispel, the cloud of superstition. 
Yet the curiosity or zeal of some learned solitaries lIas cultivated 
the ecclesiastical, and even the profane, sciences; and posterity 
must gratefully acknowledge, that the monuments of Greek and 
Roman literature have been preserved and multiplied by their in
defatigable pens. 62 But the more humble industry of the monks, 
especially in Egypt~ "Vas contented with the silent, sedentary oc
cupation of making wooden sandals, or of twisting the leaves of 
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•he palm-tree into mats and baskets. The superfluous stock, 
which was not consumed in domestic use, supplied, by trade, the 
wants of the community: the boats of Tabenne, and the other 
monasteries of Thebais, descended the Nile as far as Alexandria; 
3n4, in 3 Ohristian market, the sanctity of the workmen might 
enhance the intrinsic value of the work. 

But the necessity of manual labor was insensibly superseded. 
The novice was tempted to bestow his fortune on the saints, in 
whose society he was resolved to spend the remainder of his life; 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws permitted him to re
ceive, for their use, any future accessions of legacy or inheri
tance. ~3 :Melania contributed her plate, three hundred pounds 
weight of silver j and Paula contracted an immense debt, for the 
relief of their favorite monks j who kindly imparted the merits of 
their prayers and penance to a rich and liberal sinner. 54 Time 
continually increased, and accidents could seldom diminish, the 
estates of the popular monasteries, which spread over the adjacent 
country and cities: and, in the first century of their institution, 
the infidel Zosimus has maliciously observed, that, for the benefit 
of the poor, the Ohristian monks had reduced a great part of man
kind to a state of beggary. "" As long as they maintained their 
original fervor, they approved themselves, however, the faithful 
and benevolent stewards of the charity, which was intrusted to 
their care. But their discipline was corrupted by prosperity: 
they gradually assumed the pride of wealth, 'and at last indulged 
the luxury df expense. Their public luxury migllt be excused by 
the magnificence of religious worship, and the dccent motive of 
erecting durable habitations for an immortal society. But every 
age of the church has accused the licentiousness of the degenerate 
monks j who no longer remembered the object of their institution, 
embraced the vain and sensual pleasures of the world, which they 
had renounced,1I6 and scandalously abused the riches which had 
been acquired by the austere virtues of their founders. 111 Their 
natural descent, from such painful and dangerous virtue, to the 
common vices of humanity, will not, perhaps, excite much grief 
or indignation in the mind of a philosopher. 

The lives of the primitive monks were consumed in penance and 
solitude j undistUl'bed by the various occupations which fill the 
time, and exercise the faculties, of reasonable, active, and .social 
beings. Whenever they were permitted to step beyond tlie pre
cincts of the monastery, two jealous companions were the mutual 
guards and spies of each other's actions j and, after their return, 
they were condemned to forget, or. at leagt, to suppress, whatever 
they had seen or heard in the world. Strangers, who professed 
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the orthodox faith, were hospitably entertained in n separate 
apartment; but their dangerous conversation was restricted to 
some chosen elders of approved discretion and fidelity. Except 
in their presence, the monastic slave might not receive the visits 
of his friends or kindred; and it was deemed highly meritorious, 
if he afIlicted a tender sister, or an aged parent, by the obstinate 
refusal of a word or look. 68 The monks themselves passed their 
lives, without personal attachments, among a crowd which had 
been formed by accident, and was detained, in the same prison, 
by force or prejudicf'. Recluse fanatics have few ideas or senti
ments to communicate: a special license of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their familiar visits; and, at their SIlent 
meals, they were enveloped in their cowls, inaccessible, and 
almost invisible, to each other. e.g Study. is the resource of solI
tude: but education had not prepared and qualified for any lib. 
eral studies the mechanics and peasants who filled the monastic 
communities. They might work: but the vanity of spiritual per
fection was tempted to disdain the exercise of manual labor ; and 
the industry must be faint and languid, which is not eXClted by 
the sense of personal interest. 

According to their faith and zeal, they might employ the day, 
which they passed in their cells; either in vocal or ment:!l prayer: 
they assembled III the evening, and they were awakened in the 
night, for the public worship of the monastery. The precise mo
ment was determined by the stars, which are seldom clouded in 
the serene sky of Egypt; and a rustic horn, or trumpet, the sig
nal of devotion, twice interrupted the vast silence of the desert. 6

• 

Even. sleep, the last refuge of the unhappy, was rigorously meas
ured : the vacant hours of the monk heavily rolled along, without 
business or pleasure; and, before the close of each day, he had 
repeatedly accused the tedious progress of the sun. 61 In this com
fortless state, superstition still pursued and tormented her 
wretched votaries. 62 The repose which they had sought in the 
cloister was disturbed by a tardy repentance, profane doubts, and 
guilty desires j and, while they considered each natural impu1se 
as an unpardonable sin, they perpetually trembled on the edge of 
a fiaming and bottomless abyss. From the painful struggles of 
disease and despair, these unhappy victims were sometimes re
lieved by madness or death; and, in the sixth century, a hospital 
was founded at J emsalem for a small portIon of the austere 
penitents, who were deprived of their senses. tl3 Their viSIOns, be
fore they attained this extreme and acknowledged term of 
frenzy, have afforded ample materials of supernatural history. It 
"\Tas their firm persuasion, that the air, which they breathed, Wai 
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peopled with invisible enemies; with innumerable demons, who 
watched every occasion, and assumed every form, to terrify, and 
above all to tempt, their unguarded virtue. The imag:nation, and 
even the senses, were deceived by the illusions of distempered 
fanaticism; and the hermit, whose midnight prayer was oppressed 
by involuntary sluniber, might easily confound the l)hantoms of 
horror or delight, which had occupied his sleeping and his wak
ing dreams. 64 

The monks were divided into two classes: the Camooites, who 
lived under a common and regular discipline; and the Anachorets, 
who indulged their unsocial, independent fanatiCIsm. 6s The most 
devout, or the most ambitious, of the spiritual brethren, renounced 
the convent, as they had renounced the world. The fervent 
monasteries of Egypt, Palestine, and Syria, were surrounded by a 
Laura,66 a distant circle of solitary cells; and the extravagant 
penance of Hermits was stimUlated by applause and emulation. r.r 
They sunk under the painful weight of crosses and chains; and 
their emaciated limbs were confined by collars, bracelets, gaunt
lets, and greaves of massy and rigid iron. AU superfluous encum
brance of dress they contemptuously cast away; and some savage 
saints of both sexes have been admired, whose naked bodies were 
only covered by their long hair. They aspired to reduce them
selves to the rude and miserable state in which the human brute 
is scarcely distinguishable above his kindred animals; and the 
numerous sect of Anachorets derived their natae from their hum
ble practice of grazing in the fields of :l\Iesopotamia with the com
mon herd. 68 1'hcy often usurped the den of some wild beast 
whom they affected to resemble; they buried themselves in some 
gloomy cavern, which art or nature had scooped out of the rock; 
and the marble quarries of Thebais are still inscribed with the 
mOlluments of their penance. 69 The most perfect Hermits aro 
supposed to have passed many days without food, many nights 
without sleep, and many years without speaking; and glorious 
was the ?nan (I abuse that name) who contrived any cell, or seat, 
of a peculiar construction, which might expose him, in the most 
inconvenient posture, to the inclemency of the seasons. 

Among these heroes of the monastic life, the name and genius 
of Simeon Stylites 70 have been immortalized by the singular in
vention of an aerial penance. At the age of thirteen, the young 
Syrian deserted the profession of a shepherd, and threw himself 
into an austere monastery. After a long and painful novitiate, 
in which Simeon was repeatedly saved from pious suicide, he estab
lished his residence on a mountain, about thirty or forty miles to 
the east of Antioch. Within the space of a mandl'a, OT circle of 
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5Itones, to which he had attached himself by a ponderous chain, 
he ascended a column, which was successively raised from the 
height of nine, to_that of sixty; feet from the ground. 71 In this 
last and lofty station, the Syrian Anachoret resisted the heat of 
thirty summers, and the cold of as many winters. Habit and ex· 
ercise instructed him to maintain his dangerous situation without 
fear or giddiness, and successively to assume the different postures 
of devotion. He sometimes prayed in an erect attitude, with his 
outstretched arms in the figure of a cross j but his most familIar 
practice was that of bending his meagre skeleton from the fore
head to the feet; and a curious spectator, after numbering twelve 
hundred and forty-four repetitions, at length desisted from the 
endless account. "The progress of an ulcer in his thigh 7~ might 
shorten, but it could not disturb this celestial life j and the patient 
Hermit expired, without descending from his column. A prince, 
who should capriciously inflict such tortures, would be deemed a 
tyrant j but it would surpass the power of a tyrant to impose a 
long and miserable existence on the reluctant victims of his 
cruelty. This voluntary martyrdom must have gradually de
stroyed the sensibility both of the mind and body j nor can it be 
presumed that the fanatics, who torment themselves, are suscepti
ble of any lively affection for the rest of mantind. A cruel, un
feeling temper has distinguished the monks of every age and 
country: their stern indifference, which is seldom mollified by 
personal friendship, is inflamed by religious hatred j and their 
merciless zeal has strenuously administered the holy office of the 
Inquisition. 

The monastic saints, who excite only the contempt and pity of 
a philosopher, were respected, and almost adored, by the prince 
and people. Successive crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and India 
saluted the divine pillar of Simeon: the tribes of Saracens dis
puted in arms the honor of his benediction j the queens of Arabia 
and Persia gratefully confessed his supernatural virtue j and the 
angelic Hermit was consulted by the younger Theodosius, in the 
most important concerns of the church and state. His remains 
were transported from the mountain of Telenissa, by a solemn 
procession of the patriarch, the master-general of the East, six 
bishops, twenty-one counts or tribunes, and six thousand soldiers j 

and Antioch revered his bones, as her glorious ornament and im
pregnable defence. The fame of the apostles and martyrs was 
gradually eclipsed by these recent and popular AnachoretR j the 
Christian world fell prostrate before their shrines j and the mira
cles ascribed to their relics exceeded, at least in number and dura
tion, the spiritual exploits of their lives. But the golden legend 
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of their lives 73 was embellished by the artful credulity of their- in
terested brethren; and a believing age was easily persuaded, that 
the slightest caprice of an Egyptian or a Syrian monk had been 
sufficient to interrupt the eternal laws of the universe. The 
favorites of Heaven were accustomed to cure inveterate diseases 
with a touch, a word, or a distant message; and to expel the most 
obstinate demons from the souls or bodies which they possessed. 
They familiarly accosted or imperiously commanded the lions and 
8erpents of the desert; infused vegetation into a sapless trunk; 
suspended iron on the surface of the water ; pafliled the Nile on 
the back of a crocodile, and refreshed themselves in a fiery fur
nace. These extravagant tales, which display the fiction, without 
the genius, of poetry, have seriously affected the reason, the faith, 
and the morals, of the Christians. Their credulity debased and 
vitiated the faculties of the mind: they corrupted the evidence of 
history; and superstition gradually extinguished the hostile light 
of philosophy and science. Every mode of religious worship 
which had been practised by the saints, every mysterious doctrine 
which they believed, was fortified by the sanction of divine reve
lation, and all the manly virtues were oppressed by the servile 
and pusillanimous reign of the monks. If it be possible to meas
ure the interval between the philosophic writings of Cicero and 
the sacred legend of Theodoret, between the character of Cato 
and that of Simeon, we may appreciate the memorable I'evolution 
which was accomplished in the Roman empire within a period of 
five hundred years, 

II. The progress of Christianity has been marked by two glori
ous and decisive victories: over the learned and luxurious citizens 
of the Roman empire; and over the warlike barbarians of Scythia 
and Germany, who subverted the empire, and embraced the relig
ion, of the Romans. The Goths were the foremost of these sav
age proselytes; and the nation was indebted for its conversion to 
a countryman, or, at least, to a subject, worthy to be ranked 
among the inventors of useful arts, who have deserved the re
membrance and gratitude of posterity. A great number of Roman 
provincials had been led away into captivity by the Gothic bands, 
who ravaged Asia in the time of Gallienus; and of these captives, 
many were Christians, and several belonged to the ecclesiastical 
order. Those involuntary missionaries, dispersed as slaves in the 
villages of Dacia, successively labored for the salvation of their 
masters. The seeds which they planted, of the evangelic doc.. 
trine, were gradually propagated; and before the end of a cen .. 
tury, the pious work was achieved by the labors of Ulphta.s, 
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whose ancestors had been transported beyond the Danube from s 
small town of Cappadocia. 

Ulphilas, the bishop and apostle of the Goths,'4 acquired their 
Jove and reverence by his blameless life and indefatigable zeal; 
and they received, with implicit confidence, the doctrines of truth 
ana virtue which he preached and' pr-actised. He executed the 
arduous task of translating the Scriptures into their native tongue, 
a dialect of the Gcrman or Teutonic language; but he prudentl~ 
suppressed the four books of Kings, as they might tend to irritate 
the fierce and sapguinary spirit of the baroarians. The rude, im
perfect idiom of soldiers and shepherds, so ill qualified to commu
nicate any spiritual ideas, was improved and modu1ated by his 
genius: and Ulphilas, before he (!ould frame his version, was 
obliged to compose a new alphabet of twenty-four letters j * four 
of which he invented, to express the peculiar sounds that were 
unknown to the Greek and Latin pronunciation. 's But the pros.
perous state of the Gothic church was soon afflicted by war and 
intestine discord, and the chieftains were divided by religion as 
weH as by interest. Fritigern, the friend of the Romans, became 
the proselyte of Ulphilas: while the haughty soul of Athanaric 
disda.ined the yoke of the empire and of the gospel. The faith of 
the new con verts was tried by the persecution which he excited. 
A wagon, beartng aloft the shapeless image of Thor, perhaps, or 
of Woden, was conducted in solemn procession through the 
streets of the camp; and the rebels, who refused to worship the 
god of their fathers, were immediately burnt, with their tents and 
families. The character of Ulphilas recommended him to the 
esteem of the Eastern court, where he twice appeared as the min
ister of peace; he pleaded the cause of the distressed Goths, who 
implored the protection of Valena j and the name of Moses was 
applied to this spiritual guide, who conducted his people through 
the deep waters of the Danube to the Land of Promise.'6 The 
devout sheph:. ::ls, who were attached to his person, and tractable 
to his voice, acquiesced in their settlement, at the foot of the 
l\Iresian mountains, in a country of woodlands and pastures, which 
supported their flocks and herds, and enabled them to purchase 
the corn and wine of the more plentiful provinces. These harm

" This Is thn Mreso. Gothic'alphabet, of which many of the letters are evidently
formed from the Oreek and Roman. 1\1. St. Martm, however, contends, that it is 
impossible but that !'ome written alphabet mlH~t have been known long before 
among the Goth... He snpposes that their former letters were tho'le inscrihed on 
the rnne~, which, being in8<'parably conn!'cted with the old idolatrous al1per~ti.
tiona. were proscribed hv the Chri'ltian mis8ionaries. Everywhere the runes. so 
common among all the German tribe~, disappear after the propagation of ChriB' 
ti'lnity. St. Martin, iv. p 9i, 98.-M. 
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less barbariaus multiplied in obscure peace and the profession of 
Christianity. '1 

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Visigoths, universally 
adopted the religion of the Romans, with whom they maintained 
a perpetual intercouf'se, of war, of friendship, or of conquest. In 
their long and victorious march from the Danube to the Atlantic 
Ocean, they converted their allies; they educated the rising gen. 
cration; and the devotion which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 
or the court of Thoulou~e,- might edify or disgrace the pal..ces of 
Rome and Constantinople. 78 During the same period, Christian
ity was embraced by almost all the barbarians, who established 
their kingdoms on the ruins of the Western empire, the Burgun
dians in Gaul, the Suevi in Spain, the Vandals in Africa, the Os
trogoths in Pannonia, and the various bands of mercenaries, that 
raised Odoae'er to the throne of Italy. The Franks and the Sax
ons still persevered in the errors of Paganism; but the Franks 
obtained the monaT chy of Gaul by their submission to the exam
ple of Clovis; and the Saxon <conquerors of Britain were re
claimed from their savage superstition by the missionaries of 
Rome. These barbarian proselytes displayed an ardent and suc
cessful zeal in the propagation of the faith. The Merovingian 
kings, and their successors, Charlemagne and the Othos, ex
tended, by their laws and victories, the dominion of the cross. 
England produced the apostle of Germany; and t]le evangelic 
light was gradually diffused from the neighborhood of the Rhine, 
to the nations of the Elbe, the Vistula, and the Baltic. 19 

The different motives which influenced the reason, or the pas
sions, of the barbarian converts, cannot easily . be ascertained. 
1'hey were often capricious and accidental; a dream, an omen, 
the report of a miracle, the example of some priest, or hero, the 
channs of a believing wife, and, above all, the fortunate evp,nt of 
a prayer, or vow, which, in a moment of danger, they had ad
dressed to the God of the Christians. 80 The early prejudices of 
education were insensibly erased by the habits of frequent and 
familiar society; the moral precepts of the gospel were protected 
by the extravagant virtues of the monks i and a spiritual theology 
was supported by the visible power of relics, and the pomp of re
ligious worship. But the rational and ingenious mode of persua
sion, which a Saxon bishop 81 suggested to a popular saint, might 
sometimes be employed by the missionaries, who labored for the 
conversion of infidels. "Admit," says the sagacious disputant, 
"whatever they are pleased to assert of the fabulous, and carnal, 
genealogy of their gods and goddesses, who are propagated from 
each other. From this principle deduce their imperfect nature, 
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and human infirmities, the assurance they were born, and the 
probability that they will die. At what time, by what means, 
from what cause, were the eldest of the gods or goddesses pro 
duced? Do they still continue, or have they ceased, to propa. 
gate? If they have ceased, SUlllmon your antagonists to declare 
the reason of this strange alteration. If they still continue, the 
number of the gods must become infinite j and shall we not risk, 
oy the indiscreet worship of some impotent deit.y, to excite the 
resentment of his jealous superior 1 The visible heavens and 
earth, the whole sJstem of the universe, which may be conceived 
by the mind, is it created or eternal? If created, how, or where, 
could the gods themselves exist before creation? If eternal, how 
could they assume the empire of an independent and pre-existing 
world? Urge these arguments with temper and moderation j in
sinuate, at seasonable intervals, the truth and beauty of the Chris
tian revelation; and endeavor to make the unbelievers ashamed, 
without making them angry." This metaphysical reasoning, too 
refined, perhaps, for the barbarians of Germany, was fortified by 
the grosser weight of authority and popular consent. The ad
vantage of temporal prosperity had deserted the Pagan cause, and 
passed over to the service of Christianity. The Romans them
selves, the most powerful and enlig:htened nation of the globe, 
had renounced their ancient superstition; and, if the ruin of their 
empire seemed to accuse the efficacy of the new faith, the dis
grace was already retrieved by the conversion of the victorious 
Goths. The valiant and fortunate barbarians, who subdued the 
provinces of the West, successively received, and reflected, the 
same edifying .example. Before the age of Charlemagne, the 
Christian nations of Europe might exult in the exclusive posses
sion of the temperate climates, of the fertile lands, which pro
duced corn, wine, and oil ; while the savage idolaters, and their 
helpless idols, were confined to the extremities of the earth, the 
dark and frozen regions of the North. 8~ 

Christianity, which opened the gates of Heaven to the barba.. 
rians, introduced an important change in their moral and political 
""'!ondition. They received, at the same time, the use of letters, so 
.3ssential to a religion whose doctrines are contained in a sacred 
book; and while they studied the divine truth, their minds were 
insensibly enlarged by the distant view of history, of nature, 01 
the arts, and of society. The version of the Scriptures into theit 
native tongue, which had facilitated their conversion, must excite 
umong their clergy some curiosity to read the original text, to 
understand the sacred liturgy of the church, and to examine, in 
the writings of the fathers, the chain of ecclesiastical traditiol1. 
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These spiritual gifts were preserved in the Greek and Latin ]an~ 
guages, which concealed the inestimable monuments of ancient 
learning. The immortal productions of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, 
which were accesbible to the Christian barbarians, maintained a 
silent intercourse between the reign of Augustus and the times of 
Clovis and Charlemagne. The emulation of mankilld was encour
a~ed by the rememhrance of a more perfect state; and the flame 
of science was secretly kept alive, to warm and enlighten the ma
ture age of the Western world. In the most 'corrupt state of 
Christianity, the barbarians might learn justice from the law, and . 
mercy from the gospel/and if the knowledge of their duty was 
insutliciellt to guide their actions, or to regulate their passions, 
they were sometimes restrained by conscience, and frequently 
punished by remorse. But the direct authority of religion was 
less effectual than the holy communion, which united them with 
their Christian brethren in spiritual friendship. Th€; influence of 
these sentiments contributed to secure their fidelity in the service, 
or the ~lliance, of the Romans, to alleviate the horrors of war, to 
moderate the insolence of conquest, and to preserve, in the 
downfall of the empire, a permanent respect for the name and in
stitutions of Rome. In the days of Paganism, the priests of Gaul 
and Germany reigned over the people, and controlled the juris
diction of the magistrates; and the zealous proselytes transferred 
an equal, or more ample, measure of devout obedience, to the 
pontiffs of the Christian faith. The sacred character of the bish
ops was supported by their temporal possessions; they obtained 
an honorable seat in the legislative assemblies of soldiers and free
men; and it was their interest, as well as their duty, to mollify, 
by peaceful counsels, the fierce spirit of the barbarians. The per, 
pctual correspondence of the Latin clergy, the frctJuent ·pilgrim
ages to Rome and Jerusalem, and the growing authority of the 
popes, cemented the union of the Christian republic, and grad
ually produced the simi1n.r manners, and common jurisprudence, 
which have distinguished, from the rest of mankind, the inde
pendent, and even hostile, nations of modern Europe. 

But the operation of these causes was checked and retar.1ed by 
the unfortunate accident, which infused a deadly poison into the 
cup of Salvation. Whatever might be the early sentimeuts of 
Ulphilas, his connections with the empire and the church were 
formed during the reign Of Arianism. The apostle of the Goths 
subscribed the creed of Rimini ; professed with freedom, and per
haps with sincerity, that the SON was not equal or consubstantia\ 
to the FATHER; ti3 communicated these errors to the clergy and 
people; and infected the barbaric world with a !lercsy, tlt which 
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the great Theodosius proscribed and extinguished among the Ro
mans. The temper and understanding of the new proselytes
were not adapted to metaphysical subtilties; but they strenuously 
maintained, what they had piously received, as the pure and 
genuine doctrines of Christianity. The advantage of preaching 
and expounding the Scriptures in the Teutonic language promoted 
the apostolic labors of Ulphilas and his successors j and they or
dained a competcnt number of bishops and presbyters for the in~ 
struction of the kindred tribes. The Ostrogoths, the Burgun
dians, the Suevi, and the Vandals, who had listened to the elo... 
quence of the Latin clergy, ~~ preferred the more intelligible les
sons of their domestic teachers; and Arianism was adopted as the 
national faith of the warlike converts, who were sealed on the 
ruins of the "Vestern empire. This irreconcilable <1ifference of 
religion was a perpetual source of jealousy and hatred j and the 
reproach of Barbarian was imbittered by the more odious epi.. 
thet of lleretic. The heroes of the North, who bad submitted, 
with some reluctance, to believe that all their ancestors were in 
hell,8& were astonished and exasperated to learn, that they 
themselves had only changed the mode of their eternal con
demnation. Instead of the smooth applause, which Christian 
kings are accustomed to cxpect from their royal prelates, the ortho
dox bishops and their clergy were in a state of opposition to tIle 
Arian courts; and their indiscreet opposition frequently became 
criminal, and might sometimes be dangerous. 81 The pulpit, that 
safe and ,sacred organ of sedition, resounded with the names of 
Pharaoh and Holofernes j 88 the public discontent was inflamed by 
the hope or promise of a glorious deliverance; and the seditious 
saints were tempted to promote the accomplishment of their own 
predictions. Notwithstanding these provocations, the Catholics 
of Gaul, Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the Arians, 
the free and peaceful exercise of their religion. Their haughty 
masters respected the zeal of a numerous people, resolved to die 
at the foot of their altars; and the example of their devout con
'3tancy was admired and imitated by the barbarians themselves. 
The conquerors evaded, however, the disgraceful reproach, or con
l'ession, of fear, by attributing their toleration to the liberal mo
tives of reason and humanity; and while they affected the lan
guage, they imperceptibly imbibed the spirit, of genuine Chris
tianity. ' 

The peace of the church was sometimes interrupted. The 
Catholics were indiscreet, the barbarians were impatient; and the 
partial acts of severity or injustice, which had been recommended 
by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the orthodox writers. 
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The guilt of pers~cution may be imputed to Euric, king of tho 
Visigoths; who suspended the exercise of ecclesiastical, or, at 
least, of episcopal functions; and punished the popular bishops 
of Aquitain with imprisonment, exile, ar.d confiscation. ~9 But U.le 
cruel and absurd enterprise of subduing the minds of a whole 
people was undertaken by the Vandals alone. Ge'1seric himself, 
in his early youth, had renounced the orthodox wmmuuion ; and 
the apostate could neither grant, nor expect, a sincere forgive
ness. He was exasperated to find that the Afric<lns, who had fled 
before him in the field, still presumed to dispute his will in 
synods and churches; and hiA ferocious mind was incapable of 
fear or of compassion. His Catholic subjects were oppressed by in
tolerant laws nnd arbitrary punishments. 'l'he language of Genseric 
was furious and formidable; the knowledge of his intentions 
might justify the most unfavorable interpretation of his actions; 
and the Arinns wet;e reproached with the frequent executions 
which stained the palace and the dominions of the tyrant. Arms 
and ambition were, however, the ruling passions of the monarch 
of the sea. But Hunneric, his inglorious son, who seemed to in
herit only his vices, tormented· the Catholics with the snme unre
lenting fury which had been fatal to his brother, his nephews, 
and the friends and favorites of his father j and even to the Arian 
·patriarch, who was inhumanly burnt alive in the midst of Car
thage. The religious war was preceded and prepared by an insidi
ous truce; persecution was made the serious and important busi
ness of the Vandal court; and the loathsome disease which 
hastened the death of Hunneric, revenged the injuries, without 
contributing to the deliverance, of the church. The throne of 
A.frica was successively filled by the two nephews of Hunneric; 
by Gundamund, who reigned about twelve, and by Thrasimund, 
who governed the nation about tw~nty-seven, years. Their ad
ministration was ho~tile and oppressive to the orthodox party. 
Gundamund appeared to emulate, or even to surpass, the cruelty 
of his uncle; and, if at length he relented, if he recalled the bish
ops, and restored the freedom of Athanasian worship, a prc~ature 
death intercepted the benefits of his tardy clemency. His brother, 
Thrasimund, was the greatest and most acromplished of the Van
dal kicgs, whom he excelled in beauty, prudence, and magnanim
ityof soul. But this magnanimous character was degra~€d by his 
intolerant zeal and deceitful clcmency. Instead of threats and 
tortures, he employed the gentle but efficacious powers of seduc
tion. Wealth, dignity, and the royal favor were the iLberal re
wards of apostasy; the Catholics, who had violated the Jaws, 
might purchase their pardon by the renunciation of their faith i 
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and whenever Thrasimund meditated any rigorous measure, he 
patiently waited till the indiscretion of his adversaries furnished 
him with a specious opportunity. Bigotry was his last sentiment 
in the hour of death; and he exacted from his successor a solemn 
oath, that he would never tolerate the sectaries of Athanasius. 
But his successor, Hi1deric, the gentle son of the savage Hunneric, 
preferred the duties of humanity and justice to the vain obliga
tion of an impious oath; and hi~ accession was gloriously marked 
by the restoration of pc-aeQ and universal freedom. The throne of 
that virtuous, though feeble monarch, was usurped by his cousin 
Gelimer, a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom, before ho 
could enjoy or abuse his power, was subverted by the arms of 
Belisnrius; and the orthodox party retaliated the injuries whicb 
they had endured. 90 

The passionate declamations of the Catholics, the sole histo
rians of -this persecution, cannot afford apy distinct series of 
Cfluses and events, any impartial view of the characters, or coun
sels j but the most remarkable circumstances th:1t deserve either 
credit or notice may be referred to the following heads: 1. In 
the original law, which is still extant,91 Hunneric expressly de
clares (and the declaration appears to be correct), that he had 
faithfully transcribed the regulations and penalties of the Impe
rial edicts, against the heretical congregations, the clergy, and tho 
people, who dissented from the established religion. If the rights 
of conscience had been understood the Catholics must have con
demned their past conduct, or acquiesced in their actual suffer~ 
ings. But they still persisted to refuse the indulgence which they 
claimed. While they trembled under the lash of persecution, 
they praised the l<pldable severity of Hunneric himself, who burnt 
or banished great ilumbers uf Manichreans j 92 and they rejected, 
with horror, the ignominious compromise, that the disciples of 
Arius a'ld of Athanasius should enjoy a reciprocal and similar 
toleration in the territories of the Romans, and in those of the 
Vandals. 93 II. The practice of a conference, which the Catholics 
had so frequently used to insult and punish their ohstinate ::mtago
nists, was retorted against themselves. 94 At the command of 
Hunneric, four hundred and sixty-six orthc-dox bishops assembled 
at Carthage; but when they 'were admitted into the hall of audi
ence, they had the mortification of beholding the Arian Cyrila ex
alted on the patriarchal throne. The disputants were separated, 
after the mutual and ordinary reproaches of noise and silence, 01 
delay and precipitation, of military force and of popular clamor. 
One martyr and one confessor were selected among the Catholio 
bishops j twenty-eight escaped by flight, and eighty-eight bJ 
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conformity; forty-six were sent into Corsica to cut timber for the 
royal navy; and three hundred and two were banished to the 
different parts of Africa, exposed to the insults of their enemies, 
and carefully deprived of all the temporal and spiritual comforts 
of life. ~5 The hardships of ten years' exile must have reduced 
their numbers; and if they had complied with the law of Thrasi
mund, which plOhibited any episcopal consecrations, the orthodox 
church of Africa must have expired with the lives of its actual 
members. They disobeyed, and their disobedience was punished 
by a second exile of two hundred nnd twenty bishops into Sar, 
dinia ; where they languished fifteen years, till the accession of the 
gracious IIilderic. ~6 The two islands were judiciously chosen by 
the malice of their Arian tyrants. Seneca, from his OWR expcri
ence, has deplored and exaggerated the miserable state of Cor
sica, ~7 and the })lenty of Sardinia was overbalanced by the un
wholesome quality of the air.98 III. The zeal of Gcnseric and his 
successors, for the conversion of the Catholics, must have ren
dered them still more jealous to guard the purity of the Vandal 
faith. Before the churches were finally shut, it was a crime to 
appear in a barbarian dress j and those who presumed to neglect. 
the royal mandate were rudely dragged backwards by their long 
hair.99 The palatine officers, who refused to profess the religion 
of their prince, were ignominiously stripped of their honors and 
employments; banished to Sardinia and Sicily·j or condemned to 
the servile labors of slaves and peasants in the fields of Utica. In 
the districts which had been peculiarly allotted to the Vandals, 
the exercise of the Catholic worship was more strictly prohibited; 
and severe penalties were denounced against the guilt both of the 
missionary and the proselyte. By these arts, the faith of the bar
barians was preserved, and their zeal was inflamed : they dis
charged, with devout fury, the office of spies, informers, or exe
cutioners ; and whenever their cavalry took the field, it was the 
favorite amusement of the march to defile the churches, and to in
sult the clergy of the adverse faction. lOo IV. The citizens who 
had been educated in the luxury of i he Roman province were de
livereu, with exquisite cruelty, to the l\lo(,fs of the desert. A vener
able train of bishops, presbyters, and deacons, wlth a faithful 
crowd of four thousand und ninety-six persons, whose guilt is not 
precisely ascertained, were torn from their nati ve homes, hy the 
command of Hnnneric. During the night they were confined, like 
a herd of cattle, amidst their own ordure: during the day they 
pursued their march over the burning sands; and if they fainted 
under the heat and fatigue, they were goaded, or dragged along, 
till they expired in the hands of their tormentors. )0) These' un 



574 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

happy exiles, when they reached the Moorish huts, might excite 
the compassion of a people whose native humanity was neither 
improved by reason nor corrupted by fanaticism: but if they 
escaped the dangers, they were condemned to share the distress, 
of a savage life. V. It is incumbent on the authors of persecu
tion previously to reflect, whether they are determined to support 
it in the last extreme. They excite the flame which they strive to 
extinguish; and it soon becomes necessary to chastise the contu
macy, as well as the crime, of the offender. The fine, which he 
is unable or unwilling to discharge, exposes his person to the 
severity of the law; and his contempt of lighter penalties sug
gests the use and propriety of capital punishment. Through the 
veil of fiction and declamation we may clearly perceive that the 
Catholics, more especially under the reign of Hunneric, endured 
the most cruel and ignominious treatment. 102 Respectable citi
zens, noble matrons, and consecrated virgins, were stripped 
naked, and raised in the air by pulleys, with a weight suspended 
at their feet. In this painful attitude their naked bodies were 
torn with scourges, or burnt in the most tender parts with red-hot 
plates of iron. The amputation of the ears, the nose, the tongue, 
and the right hand, was inflicted by the Arians; and although. 
the -precise number cannot be defined, it is evident that many 
persons, among whom a bishop 103 and a proconsul 101 may be 
named, were entitled to the crown of martyrdom. The same 
honor has been ascribed to the memury of Count Sebastian, who 
'Professed the Nicene creed with unshaken constancy; and Gen
seric might detest, as a heretic, the brave and ambitious fugitive 
whom he dreaded as a rival.lO!; VI. A new mode of conversiun, 
which might subdue the feeble, and alarm the timorous, was em
ployed by the Arian ministers. They imposed, by fraud or vio
lence, the rites of baptism; and· punished the apostasy of the 
Catholics, if they disclaimed this odious and profane ceremony, 
which scandalously violated the freedom of the will, and the 
unity of the sacrament. 1O~ The hostile sects had formerly allowed 
the validity of each other's baptism; and the innovation, so 
fiercely maintained by the Vandals, can be imputed only to the 
example and advice of the Donatists. VIT. 'fhe Arian clergy 
surpassed in religious cruelty the king and his Vandals; but they 
were incapable of cultivating the spiritual vineyard, which they 
were so desirous to possess. A patriarch 107 might seat himself 
un the throne of Carthage; some bishops, in the principal cities, 
might usurp the place of their rivals; but the. smallness of their 
numhers, and their ignorance of the Latin lilllguage,108 disquaH .. 
fied' the barbarians for the ecclesiastical ministry of a great 
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church ; and the Africans, after the loss of their orthodox pastors, 
were deprived of the public exercise of Christianity. VllI. The 
emperors were the natural protectors of the Homoe usian doc
trine; and the faithful people of Africa, both as Romans and as 
Catholics, preferred their lawful sovereignty to the usurpation of 
the barbarous heretics. During an interval of peace and friend
ship, Hunneric restored the cathedral of Carthage; at the inter 
cession of Zeno, who reigned in the East, and of Placidia, the 
daughter and relict of emperors, and the sister of the queen of the 
Yandals. 109 But this decent regard was of short duration; and 
the haughty tyrant displayed his contempt for the religion of the 
empire by studiously arranging the bloody images of persecution, 
in all the principal streets through which the Roman ambassador 
must pass in his way to the palace. 1:0 An oath was required from 
the bishops, who were assembled at Carthage, that they would 
support the succession of his son Hilderic, and that they would 
renounce all foreign or transmarine correspondence. This engage
ment, consistent, as it should eeem, with their moral and religious 
duties, was refused by the more sagacious members 111 of the as
sembly. Their refusal, faintly colored by the pretence that it is 
unlawful for a Christian to swear, must provoke the suspicions of 
a jealous tyrant. 

The Catholics, oppressed by royal and military force, were far 
superior to their adversaries in numbers and learning. With the 
same weapons which the Greek 112 and Latin fathers had already 
provided for the Arian controversy, they repeatedly silenced, or 
vanquished, the fierce and illiterate successors of U1philas. The 
consciousness of their own superiority might have raised th<'m 
above the arts and passions of religious warfare. Yet, instead of 
assuming such honorable pride, the orthodox theologians were 
tempted, by the assurance of impunity, to compose fictions, which 
must be stigmatized with the epithets of fraud and forgery. They 
ascribed their own polemical works to the most venerable names 
of Christian antiquity; the characters of Athanasius and Augustin 
were awkwardly personated by Vigilius and his digciple~ ; 113 and 
the famous creed, which so clearly expounds the mysterIes of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation, is deduced, with strong probability, 
from this African ::>choo1. ;14 Even the Scriptures themselves were 
profaned by the.ir rash and sacrilegious hands. The memorable 
text, which asserts the unity of the THREE w1.o bear witness in 
heaven,11D is f"!ondemned by the universal silence of the orthodox 
fathers, ancient versions, and authentic manuscripts. lUI It was 
first ttlleged by the Catholic bishops whom Hunneric summoned 
to the conference of Carthage. 117 An allegorical interpretation, 
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in the form, perhaps, of a marginal note, invaded the text of the 
Latin Bibles, which were renewed and corrected in a dark period 
of ten centuries.llS After the invention of printing,119 the editors 
of the Greek testament yielded to their own prejudices, or those 
of the times; 120 and the pious fraud which was embraced with 
equal zeal at Rome and at Geneva has been infinitely multiplied 
in every country and every language of modern Europe. 

The example of fraud must excite suspicion: and the speciom. 
miracles by which the African Ce.tholics have defended the truth 
and justice of their cause, may be ascribed, with more reason, to 
their own industry, than to the visible protection of Heaven. Yet 
the historian, who views this religious conflict with an impartial 
eye, may condescend to mention one preternatural event, which 
will edify the devout, and surprise the incredulous. Tipasa,121 a 
maritime colony of :Mauritania, sixteen miles to the east of 
Crosarea, had been distinguished, in every age, by the orthodox 
zeal of its inhahitants. They had braved the fury of the Dona
tists ; 122 they resisted, or eluded, the tyranny of the Arians. The 
town was deserted on the approach of an heretical bishop: most 
of the inhabitants who eould procure ships passed over to the 
coast of Spain; and the unhappy remnant, refusing aU com
munion with the usurper, still presumed to hold their pious, but il
legal, assemblies. Their disobedi~nce exasperated the cruelty of 
Hunneric. A military count was despatched from Carthage to 
Tipasa: he collected the Catholics in the Furum, and, in the 
presence of the whole province, deprived the guilty of their right 
hands and their tongues. But the holy confessors continued to 
speak without tongues; and this miraclo is attested by Victor, an 
African bishop, who published a history of the persecution within 
two years after the event.123 "If anyone,." says Victor, "should 
doubt of the truth, let him repair to Constantinople, and listen to 
the clear and perfect language of Restitutus, the sub-deacon, one 
of these glorious sufferers, who is now lodged in the palace of the 
emperor Zeno, and is respected by the devout empress." At 
Constantinople we are astonished to find a cool, a learned, and 
unexceptionable witness, without interest, and without passion. 
}Eneas of Gaza, a Platonic philosopher, has accurately de~cribed 
his own observations on these African sufferers. "I saw them 
myself: I heard them speak: I diligently inquired by what means 
such an articulate voice could be formed without any organ of 
speech: I used my eyes to examine the report of my ears: I 
opened their mouth, and saw that the whole tongue had beeD 
completely torn away by the roots; an operation which the phy
sicians generally sup·pose to be mortal." 124 The testimony of 
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iE'lcas of Gaza might be confirmed by the superlluous €vidence of 
the emperor .Justinian, in a perpetual edict; of Count .I\Iarcellinus, 
in hio Chronicle of the times; and of Pope Gregory the First, who 
had resided at Constantinople as the minister of the Roman 
pontiff. 125 They all Iived within the compass of a century; and 
they all appeal to their personal knowledge, or the public noto
riety, for the truth of a miracle, which was repeated in several 
instances, displayed on the greatest theatre of tJIe world, and 
~ubmitted, during a series of years, to the calm examination of tho 
senses. This supernatural gift of the African confessors, who 
spoke without tongues, will command the assent of those, and of 
those only, who already believe that their language was pure and 
orthodox. But the stubborn mind of an infidel is guarded by 
secret, incurable suspicion; and the Arian, or Socinian, who has 
seriously rejected the doctrine of the Trinity, will nc~ be shaken 
by the most plausible evidence of an Athanasian mirac1e. 

The Vandals attn the Ostrogoths persevered in the profesE~o&' 
of Arianism tili the final ruin of the kingdoms which they had 
founded in Africa and Italy. The barbarians of Gaul submitted 
to tile orthodox dominion of the Frank~; and Spain was restored to 
the Catholic church by the voluntary conversioa Df the Visigoths. 

This salutary revolution126 was hastened by the exurr..t1J..; ,f a 
royal martyr, whom our calmer reason may style an ungrateful 
rebel. Leovigild, the Gothic monarch of Spain, deserved tl:e 
respect of his enemies, and the luve of his subjects; the Catholics 
enjoyed a free toleration, and his Arian synods attempted, with
out much success, to reconcile their scruples by abolishing the un
popular rite of a 8econd baptism. His eldest son, Hcrmcnegila, who 
was invested by his father with the royal diadem, and the fair 
principality of Emtica, contracted an honorable and orthodox 
alliance with a !ferovingia!l princess, the daughter of Sigebert; 
king of Austrada, and of the famous Brunechild. The beauteous 
Ingundis, who was no more thun thirteen years of age, was re
ceived, beloved, and persecuted, in the Arian court of Tole~\J : 
and her religious constancy was alternatdy assaulted with 1>1:..n
dishments and violence by Goisvintha, the Gothic queen, who 
abused the double claim of matl3rnal authority.1~7 Incensed by 
her resistance, Goisvintha seized the Catholic. princess by llCr long 
hair, inhumanly dashed her against the ground, kicked her till 
she was covered with blood, and at last gave orders that she should 
be stripped, and thrown into a basin, or fish-pond. us Love and 
honor might excite IIermenegild to resent this injurious treatment 
of his bride; and he was gmdually persuaded that Ingundis suf
fered for the cause of divine truth. Her tender complaints, and 
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tl~e weighty arguments of Leander, archbishop of Sevil1e, accom 
plished Pis conversion; and the heir of the Gothic monarchy wal 
initiated in the Nicene faith by the solemn rites of confirmation.l~ 
The rash youth, inflamed by zeal, and perhaps by ambition, Weir 
tempted to violate the duties of a son and a subject; and th" 
Catholics of Spain, although they could not cow plain of persecu. 
i;ion, applauded his pious rebellion against an heretical father. 
'rhe civil war was protracted by the long and obstinate sieges ·of 
}Ierida, Cordova, and Seville, which had strelluously espoused 
the party of Hermenegild. He invited the orthodox barbarialls, 
'he Suevi, and the Franks, to the destruction of his native land: 
be solicited the dangerous aid of the Romans, who possessed 
Africa, and a part of the Spanish coast; and his holy ambassador, 
the archbishop Leander, effectually negotiated in person with the 
Byzantine court. But the hopes of the Catholics were crushed 
by the active diligence of a monarch who commanded the troops 
And treasures of Spain j and the guilty Hennenegild, after his 
vain attempts to resist or to escape, was compelled to surrender 
himself into the hands of an incensed father. Leovigild was still 
mindful of that sacred character; and the rebel, despoiled of the 
regal ornaments, was still permitted, in a decent exile, to profess 
the Catholic religion. HiB repeated and unsuccessful treasons at 
length provoked the indignation of the Gothic king; and tho 
gentence of death, which he pronounced with apparent reluctance, 
was privately executed in the tower of Seville. The inflexible 
constancy with which he refused to accept the Arian communion, 
as the price of his safety, may excuse the honors that have beeu 
paid to the memory of St. Hermenegild. His wife and infant son 
were detained by the Romans in ignominious captivity; and this 
domestic misfortune tarnished the glories of Leovigild, and im· 
bittered the last moments of his life. 

His son and successor, Recared, the first Catholic king of Spain, 
~ad imbibed the faith of his unfortunate brother, which he sup
ported with more prudence and success. Instead of revolting 
against hia father, Recared patiently expected the hour of his 
neath. Instead of condemning his memory, he piously supposed, 
that the dying monarch had abjured the errors of Arianism, 
i.nd recommended to his son the conversion of the Gothic nation. 
·ro accomplish that salutary end, Recared convened an assembly 
of the Arian clergy and nobles, declared himself a Catholic, and 
~hortcd them to imitate the example of their prince. The la
~orious interpretation of doubtful 'texts, or the curious pursuit of 
metaphysical arguments, would have excited an endless contr~ 
verey ; and the monarch discreetly proposed to his illiterate audi.. 
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ence two subst::l.lltial an!l visible arguments-tIle testimony of 
Earth and of Heaven. 'l'he Earth had submitted to the Nicene 
synod: the Romans, the barbarians, and the inhabitants of f:5pain, 
unanimously professed the same orthodox creed; and the Visi·· 
goths resisted, almost alone, tlle consent of the Christian world. 
A superstitious age was prepared to reverence, as the testir..:lOny 'of 
Heaven, the preternatural cures, which were performed by the 
skill or virtue of the Catholic clergy'; the baptismal fonts of Osset 
in Bootiea,130 which were spontaneollslJ r~plenished each year, on 
the vigil of Easter; 131 and the miraculous shrine of St. Martin of 
Tours, which had already converted the Suevic prince and people 
of Gallicia. m The Catholic king encountered some difficulties 
on this important change of the national religion. A conspiracy, 
secretly fomented by the queen-dowager, was formed against his 
life; and two counts excited a dangerous ICVOlt in the Narbon
nese Gaul. But Recared disarmed the conspirators, defeated the 
rebels, and executed severe justice; which the Arians, in their 
turn, might brand with the reproach of persecution. Eight 
bishops, whose names betray their barbaric origin, abjured their 
errors; and all the books of Arian theology were reduced to 
ashes, with the house in which they had been purposely collected. 
The whole body of the Visigoths and Suevi were allured or driven 
into the pale of the Catholic communion; the faith, a\ least of 
the rising generatio!1, was fervent and sincere;' and the- devout 
liberality of the barbarians enriched the churches and mon,\3teries 
of Spain. Seventy bishops, assembled in the council of Toledo, 
received the submission of their conquerors; and the zeal of the 
Spaniards improved the Nicene creed, by declaring the procession 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son, as well as from the Father; a 
weighty point of doctrine, wllich produced, long afterwards, the 
schism of the Greek and Latin churches.•33 The royal proselyte 
immediately saluted and consulted Pope Gr.egory, surnamed the 
Great, a learned and holy prelate, whose reign was distinguished. 
by the conversion of heretics and infidels. The ambassadors of 
Recared respectfully offered on the threshold of the Vatican his 
rich presents of gold and gems; they accepted, as a lucrative ex
change, the hairs of St. John the Baptist; a cross, which en
ebsed a small piece of the true wood; and a key that contained 
80n1e particles of iron which had been scraped from the chains of 
St. Petcr.134 

The same Gregory, the spiritual conqueror of Britain, enCOl!r
aged the pious Theodelinda, queen of the Lombards, to propagate 
the Nicene faith among the victorious savages, whose recent 
Christianity was polluted by the Arian heresy. Her devout labors 
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still left room for the industry and success of future missional'ies ; 
and many cities of Italy were. still disputed by hostile bishops. 
But the cause of Arianism was gradually suppressed by the weight 
of truth, of interest, and of example; and the controversy which 
Egypt had derived from the Platonic school was terminated, 
after a war of three hundred years, by the final conversion of the 
Lombards of Italy. m 

The first missionaries who preached the Gospel to the bar
barians appealed to the evidence of reason, and claimed the bene
fit of toleration. 136 But no sooner had they established their 
spiritual dominion tllan they exhorted the Christian kings to ex
tirpate, without mercy, the remains of Roman or barbaric supersti
tion. The successors of Clovis inflicted one hundred lashes on 
the peasants who refused to destroy their idols; the crime of sac
rificing to the demons was punished by the Anglo-Saxon laws 
with the heavier penalties of imprisonment and confiscation; 
and even the wise Alfred adopted as an indispensable duty the ex
treme rigor of the :Mosaic institutions. 131 But the punishment 
and the crime were gradually abolished. among a Christian people; 
the theological disputes of the schools were suspended by propi
tious ignorance; and the intolerant spirit which could find neither 
idolaters nor heretics was reduced to the persecution of the 
Jews. That exiled nation had founded some synagogues in the 
cities of Gaul; but Spain, since the time of Hadrian, was filled 
with their numerous colonies. 1s11 The wealth which they accumu
lated by trade, and the management of the finances, invited the 
pions avarice of their masters; and they might be oppressed 
without danger, as they had lost the use, and even the remem
brance, .of arms. Sisebut, a Gothic king, who reigned in the be
ginning of the seventh century, proceeded at once to the last ex
tremes of persecntion.139 Ninety thousand Jews were compelled 
to receive the sacrament of baptism; the fortunes of the obstinate 
infidels were confiscated, their bodies were tortured; and it seems 
doubtful whether they were permitted to abandon their native 
country. The excessive zeal of the Catholic king was moderated, 
even by the clergy of Spain, who solemnly pronounced an incon
sistent sentence: tltat the sacraments should not be forcibly im
posed; but that the Jews who had been baptized should be con
strained, for the honor of the church, to persevere in the external 
practice of a religion which they disbelieved and detested. Their 
frequent relapses provoked one of the successors of Sisebut to 
banish the whole nation from his dominions; and a council of 
Toledo published a decree, that- every Gothic king should swear 
to maintai.n this salutary edict. But the tyrants were unwilling 
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to dismiss tIle victims, whom they delighted to torture, or to de
prive themselves of the industrious slaves, over whom they might 
exercise a lucrative oppression. The .Jews still continued in Spain 
uuder the weight of the civil and ecclesiastical laws, which in the 
same country have been faithfully transcribed in the Code of the In
qtlisition. The Gothic kings and bishops at length discovered that 
injuries will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the oppor
tunity of revenge. A nation, the secret or professed enemies of 
Christianity, still multiplied in servitude and distress; and the 
intrigues of the Jews promoted the rapid success of the Arabian 
conquerors. 140 , 

As soon as the barbarians withdrew their powerful support, the 
unpopular heresy of Arius sunk into contempt and oblivion. Rut 
t.he Greeks still retained their subtle and loquacious disposition : 
the establishment of an obscure doctrine suggested new questions 
and new disputes; and it was always in the power of an ambi
tious prelate, or a fanatic monk, to violate the peace of the 
church, and, perhaps, of the em!>ire. The historian of the empir~ 
may overlook those disputes which were confined to the obscurity 
of schools and synods. The Manichreans, who labored to recon~ 
cile the religions of Christ and of Zoroaster, had secretly intro
duced themselves into the provinces; but these foreign sectaries 
were involved in the common disgrace of the .nnostics, and the 
Imperial laws were executed by the public hatred. The rational 
opinions of the Pelagians were propagated from Britain to Rome, 
Africa, and Palestine, and silently expired in a superstitious age. 
But the East was distrncted by the Nestorian and Eutychian con
troversies; which attempted to explain the mystery of the incar
nation, and hastened the ruin of Christianity in her native land. 
These controversies were first agitated under the reign of the 

.younger Theodosius : but their importa.nt consequences extend far 
beyond the limits of the present volume. The metaphysical chain 
of argument, the contests of ecclesiastical amuition, and their 
political influence on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may 
afford an interesting and instructive series of hietory: fl'om the 
general councils of Ephesus and Cha.lcedon, to the conquest of 
1he East by the successors of Mahomet. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

REIGN AND CONVERSION OF CLOVIS.-IIIS VICTORIES OVER THE 
ALEMANNI, BURGUNDIANS, AND VISIGO'l'HS.-ESTABLISIDfENT OF 
THE FRENCH MONARCHY IN GAUL.-LAWS OF THE BAUBARIANS.
STATE OF THE RmIAJ.~S.-THE VISIG{,THS OF SPAIN.-CONQUEST 
OF BIUTAIN BY THE SAXONS. 

THE Gauls,l who impatiently supported the Roman yoke, re· 
ceived a memorable lesson from one of the 1ieutenants of Ves
}Jasian, whose weighty Eenso has been refined and expressed by 
the genius of Tacitus. ~ "The protection of tho republic has de
livered Gaul from internal discord and foreign invasions. By the 
loss of national independence, you have acquired the name and 
privileges of Roman citizens. You enjoy, in common with our
selves, the permanent benefits of civil government; and your re
mote situation is less exposed to the accidental mischiefs of tyran
ny . Instead of exercising the rights of conquest, we have been con
tented to impose such tributes as are requisite for your own pres
ervation. Peace cannot be secured without armies; and armies 
must be supported at the expense of the people. It is for your 
sake, not for our own, that we guard the barrier of the Rhine 
against the ferocious Germans, who have so often attempted, and 
who will always desire, to exchange the solitude of their woods 
and morasses for the wealth and fertility of Gaul. The fall of 
Rome would be fatal to th.e provinces; and you would b~ buried 
in the ruins of that mighty fabric, which has been raised by the 
valor and wisdom of eight hundred years. Your imaginary free
dom would be insulted and oppressed by a savage master; and. 
the expulsion of the Romans would be succeeded by the eternal 
hostilities of the barbarian conquerors." 3 This salutary advice 
was accepted, and this strange prediction was accomplished. In 
the space of four hundred years the hardy Gauls, who had en
countered the arms of Cresar, were imperceptihly melted into the 
general mass of citizens and subjects: the Western empire was 
dissolvea; and the Germans, who had passed the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the possession of Gaul, and excited the contempt or 
abhorrence of its peaceful and polished inhabitants. With t~at 
conscious pride which the pre-eminence of knowledge and luxury 
seldom fails to inspire, they derided the hairy and gigantic sav
ages of the North; their rustic manners, dissonant joy, voracious 
appetite, and their horrid appearance, equally disgusting to the 
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sight and to the smell. The liberal studies were still cultivated in 
the schools of Autun and Bordeaux; and the language of Cicero 
and Virgil was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears were as·· 
tonished by the harsh and unknown sounds of the Germanic 
dialect, and they ingeniously lamented that the trembling muses 
fled from the harmony of a Burgundian lyre. The Gauls were en
dowed with all the advantages of art and nature; but as they 
wanted courage to defend them, they were justly condemned to 
obey,- and even to flatter, the victorious barbarians, by whose 
clemency they held their precarious fortunes and their lives. 4 

As soon as Odoacer had extinguished the Western empire, he 
sought the friendship of the most powerful of the barbarians. 
The new sovereign of Italy resigned to Euric, king of the Visi
goths, all the Roman conquests beyond the Alps as far as tho 
Rhine and the Ocean : 1$ and the senate might confirm this liberal 
gift with some ostentation of power, and without any real loss of 
revenue or dominion. The lawful pretensions of Euric were justi
fied by ambition and success j and the Gothic nation might as
pire, under his command, to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. 
Arles and :Marseil~~s surrendered to his arms: he oppressed the 
freedom of Auvergne: and the bishop condescended to purchase 
his recall from exile by a tribute of just, but reluctant praise. 
Sidonius waited before the gates of the palace among a crowd of 
ambassadors and suppliants j and their variol1s business at the 
court of Bordeaux attested the power and the renown of the king 
of the Visigoths. The Heruli of the distant ocean, who painted 
their naked bodies with its crnrulean color, implored his protec
tion j and the Saxons respected the maritime provinces of a. 
prince who was destitute of any naval force. The tall Burgun
dians submitted to his authority j nor did he restore the captive 
Franks till he had imposed on that fierce nation the terms of an 
unequal peace. The Vandals of Africa cultivated his useful 
friendship j and the Ostrogoths of Pannonia were supported by 
his powerful aid against the oppression of the neighboring Huns. 
The North (such are the lofty strains of the poet) was agitated or 
appeased by the nod of Euric; the great king of Persia con
sulted the oracle of the West j and the aged god of the Tyber 
was protected by·the swelling genius of the Garonne. 8 The for
tune of nations has often depended on accidents; and France may 
ascribe her greatness to the premature death of the Gothic king, 
at a time when his son Alaric was a helpless infant, and his all
versary Clovis7 an ambitious and valiant youth. 

While Childeric, the father of Clovis, lived an exile in Germany, 
he was hospitably entertained by the queen, as well 8..<:! by the 
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king, of the Thuringians. After his restoration, Basina escaped 
from her husband's bed to the arms of her lover, freely de· 
elaring that if she had known a man wiser, stronger, or more 
beautiful, than Childeric, that ·man should have been the object 
of her preference. 8 Clovis was the offspring of this voluntary 
union j and, when he was no more than fifteen years of age, he 
succeeded, by his father's death, to the command of the Salian 
'tribe. The narrow limits of his kingdom 9 were confined to the 
island of the Batavians, with the an~ient diocese of Tournay and 
Arras j 10 and at the baptism of Clovis the number of his warriors 
coul d not exceed five thousand. The kindred tribes of the 
Franks, who had seated themselves along the Belgic rivers, the 
ScheId, the Meuse, the Moselle, and the Rhine, were governed by 
their independent kings, of the ~Ierovingian race j the equals, the 
allies, and sometimes the enemies, of the Ralic prince. But the 
Germans, who obeyed in peace the hereditary jurisdiction of 
their chiefs, were free to follow the standard of a popular and vic
torious general j and the superior merit of Clovis attracted the 
respect and allegiance of the national confederacy. When he 
first. took the field he had neither gold and silver in his coffers, 
nor wine and corn in his magazine j 11 but he imitated the exampb 
of Cresar, who, in the same country, had acquired wealth by the 
sword. and purchased soldiers with the fruits of conquest. After 
each successful battle or expedition the spoils were accllmulated 
.in one common mass j every warrior received his proportionable 
share j and the royal prerogative submitted to the equ~l regula
tions of military law. The untamed spirit of the barba.rians was 
taught to acknowledge the advantages of regular discipline. 12 

At the annual review of the month of March their arms were dili· 
gently inspected, and when they traversed a peaceful territory. 
they were prohibited from touching a blade of grass. The justice 
of Clovis was inexorable j and his careless or disobedient soldiers 
were punished with instant death. It would be superfluous to 
praise the valor of a Frank j but the valor of Clovis wa~ directed by 
cool and consummate prudence. 13 In all his transactions with man
kind he calculated the weight of interest, of passion, and of opin
ion j and his measures were sometimes ac1apt~d to the sanguinary 
manners of the Germans, anrl sometimes moderated by the milder 
genius of Rome, and Ohristianity. He was interctJpted in the 
career of victory, since he died in the forty-fifth year of his age: 
but he had already accomplished, in a reign of thirty years, the 
establishment nf the French monarchy in Gaul. 

The first exploit of Clovis was the defeat of Syagrius, the son 
Ox: .1Egidius j and the publir- Quarrel mig:lt, on thia occasion, be in



OJ? THE RO!IAN EMPIRE. 585 

flamed by private resentment. The glory of the father still in
sulted the Merovingian race; the power of the son might excite 
the jealous ambition of the king of the Franks. Syagrius inher
ited, as a patrimonial estate, the city and diocese of Soissons : the 
desolate remnant of the second Belgic, Rheims and Troyes, Beau
vais and Amiens, would naturally submit to the count or patri
cian : 14 and after the dissolution of the Western empire he might 
reign with the title, or at least with the authority, of king of the 
Romans. 16 As a Roman, he had been educated in the liberal 
studies of rhetoric and jurisprudence 'j but he was engaged by 
accident and policy in the familiar use of the Germanic idiom. 
The independent barbarians resorted to the tribunal of a stranger, 
who possessed the singular talent of explaining, in their native 
tongue, the dictates of reason and equity. The diligence and 
affability of their judge rendered him popular, the impartial wis
dom of bis decrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and the 
reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Burgundians seemed to 
revive the original instituticn of civil society. 16 In the midst of 
these peaceful occupations Syagrius received, and boldly accepted, 
the hostile defiance of Clovis, who challenged his rival in the 
spirit, and almost in the language, of chivalry, to appoint the day 
and the field 17 of battle. In the time of Cresar, Soissons would 
have poured forth a body of fifty thousand horse; and such an 
army might have been plentifully supplied with. shields, cuirasses, 
and military engines, from the three arsenals or manufactures of 
the city. 18 But the courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
long since exhausted; and the loose bands of volunteers, or mer
cenaries, who marched under the standard of Syagrius, were in
capable of contending with the national valor of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous, without some more accurate knowledge of 
his strength and resources, to condemn the rapid flight of 8ya
grius, who escaped, after the loss of a battle, to the distant court 
of Thoulouse. The feeble minority of Alaric could not assist or 
protect an unfortunate fugitive; the pusillanimous 1~ Goths were 
intimidated by the menaces of Clovis; and the Roman king, after 
a short confinement, was delivered into the hands of the execu
tioner. The Belgic cities surrendered to the king of the Franks; 
and his dominions were enlarged towards the East by the ample 
diocese of Tongres,20 which Clovis subdued in the tenth year of 
his reign. 

The name~f the Alemanni has been absurdly derived from their 
imaginary settlement of the banks of the Leman Lake. 21 That 
fortunate district, from the lake to the A venclle, and Mount 
Jura, was occupied by the Burgundians. 22 The northern p~uts of 
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Helvetia had indeed been subdued by the ferocious Alemanni, 
who destroyed with their own hands the fruits of their conquest. 
A province improved and adorned by the arts of Rome was again 
reduced to a savage wilderness; and some vestige of the stately 
Vindonissa may still be discovered in the fertile and populous 
valley of the Aar. ~3 From the source of the Rhine to its conflux 
with the Mein and the Moselle, the formidable swarms of the 
Alemanni commanded either side of the river by the right of an
cient possession, or recent victory. They had spread themselves 
into Gaul, over the modern provinces of Alsace and Lorraine; and 
their bold invasion of the kiugdom of Cologne summoned the Salic 
prince to the defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis encountered 
the invaders of Gaul in the plain of Tolbiac, about twenty-four 
miles from Cologne; and the two fiercest nations of Germany were 
mutually animated by the memory of past exploits, and the pros
pect of future greatness. The ]'ranks, after an obstinate struggle, 
gave way; and the Alemanni, raising a shout of victory, impetu
ously pressed their retreat. But the battle was restored by the 
valor, and the conduct, and perhaps hy the piety, of Clovis; and 
the event of the bloody day decided forever the alternative of 
empire or servitude. The last king of the Alemanni was slain in 
the field, and his people were slaughtered, or pursued, till they 
threw down their arms, and yielded to the mercy of the conqueror. 
Without discipline it was impossible for them to rally: they had 
contemptuously demolished the walls and fortifications which 
might have protected their distress; and they were followed into 
the heart of their forests by an enemy not less active, or intrepid, 
than themsel ves. The great Theodoric congratulated the victory 
of Clovis, whose sister Albofleda the king of Italy had lately mar
ried; but he mildly interceded with his brother in favor of the 
suppliants and fugitives, who had implored his protection. The 
Gallic territories, which were possessed by the Alemanni, became 
the prize of their conqueror; and the haughty nation, invincible, 
or rebellious, to the arms of Rome, acknowledged the sovereignty 
of the ~Ierovingian kings, who graciously permitted them to en
joy their peculiar ~anners and institutions, under the govern
ment· of official, and, at length, of hereditary, dukes. After the 
conquest of the Western provinces, the FrauKs alone maintained 
their ancient habitations beyond the R~ine. They gradually sub
dued, and civilized, the exhausted countries, as far as the Elbe, 
and the mountains of Bohemia; and the peace of Em'ope was se
cured by the obedience of Germany. 24 

Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis contmued to worship 
the gods of his ancestors. 25 His disbelief, or rather disregard, of 
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Chlistianity, might encourage ,him to pillage, with less remorse, 
the churches of a hostile tQrritory: but hiR fmbjects of Gaul en
joyed the free exercise of religious worship j and t.qe bishops en
tertained a more favorable hope of the idulater than of the here
tics. The Merovingian prince had contracted a fortunate alliance 
with the fair Clotilda, the niece of the king of Burgundy, who, 
in the midst of an Arian court, was educated in the profession of 
the Catholic faith. It was her interest, as well as her duty, to 
achieve the conversion 28 of a Pagan husband j and Clovis insen
sibly listened to the voice of love and religion. He consented 
(perhaps such terms had been previously stipulated) to the bap
tism of his eldest son; and though the sudden death of the in
fant excited some superstitious fears, he was persuaded a second 
time to repeat the dangerous experiment. In the distress of the bat
tle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked the God of Clotilda and the 
Christians j and victory disposed him to hear, with respectful grati
tude, the eloquent 27 Remigius,28 bishop of Rheims, w lto forcibly 
displayed the temporal and spiritual advl\ntages of his conversion. 
The king declared himself satisfied of the truth of the Catholic 
faith; and the political reasons which might have suspended his 
public profession were removed by the devout or loyal acclama
tions of the Franks, who showed themselves alike prepared to fol
low their heroic leader to the field of battle, or to the baptismal 
font. The important ceremony was performed in the cathedral 
of Rheims, with every circumstance of magnificenc'e and solemnity 
that could impress an awful sense of religion on the minds of its 
rude proselytes. 29 The new Constantine was immediately bap
tized with three thousand of his warlike subjects j and their ex
ample was imitated by the remainder of the gentle bm'bm'ian8, who, 
in obedience to the victorious prelate, adored the cross which 
they had burnt, and burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adored. 30 The mind of Clovis was susceptible of transient fer
vor: he was exasperated by the pathetic tale of the passion and 
death of Christ; and, instead of weighing the salutary conse
quences of that mysterious sacrifice, he exclaimed, with indiscreet 
fury, "Had I been present at the head of my valiant Franks, I 
would have revenged his injuries."!1 But the savage conqueror 
of Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a religion which 
depends on the laborious investigation of historic evidence and 
speculative theology. He was still more incapable of feeling the 
mild influence of the Gospel, which persuades and purifies the 
heart of a genuine convert. His ambitious reign was a perpetual 
violation of moral and Christian duties: his hands were stained 
w;th blood in peace as well as in w~; and, as soon as Clovis had 
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dismissed a synod of the Gallican church, he ca1mly assassinated 
all the princes of the Merovingian race. 32 Yet the king of the 
Franks might sincerely worship the Christian God, as a Being 
more excellent and powerful than his national deities; and the 
signal deliverance and victory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis to 
confide in the future protection of the Lord of Hosts. Martin, 
the most popular of the saints, had filled the Western world with 
the fame of those miracles which were incessantly performed at 
his holy sepulchre of Tours. His vi5ible or invisible aid promoted 
the cause of a liberal and orthodox prince; and the profane re
mark of Clovis himself, that St. Martin was an expensive friend, 33 

need not be interpreted as the symptom of any permanent or ra 
tional scepticism. But earth, as well as heaven, rejoiced in th I 

conversion of the Franks. On the memorable day, when Clovis 
ascended from the baptismal font, he alone in the Christiall world 
deserved the name and prerogatives of a Catholic king. The em
peror Anastasius entertained some dangerous errors concerning 
the nature of the divine incarnation; and the barbarians of Italy, 
Africa, Spain, and Gaul, were involved in t.he Arian heresy. The 
eldest, or rather the only son of the church, was acknowledged 
by the clergy as their lawful sovereign, or glorious deliverer; 
and the armies of Clovis were strenuously supported by the zeal 
and fervor of the Catholic faction. 34 

Under the Roman empire the wealth and jurisdiction of the 
bishops, their sacred character, and perpetual office, their numer
ous dependents, popular eloquence, and provincial assemblies, 
had rendered them always respectable, and sometimes dangerous. 
Their influence was augmented with the progress of superstitIOn; 
and the establishment of -the French monarchy may, in some de
gree, be ascribed to the firm alliance of a hundred prelates, who 
reigned in the discontented, or independent, cities of Gaul. The 
slight foundations of the Armorican republic had been repeatedly 
shaken or overthrown; but the same people still guarded their 
domestic freedom; asserted the dignity Of the Roman name; and 
bravely resisted the predatory inroads, and regular attacks, of 
Clovis, who labored to extend his conquests from the Seine to the 
Loire. Their successful opposition introduced an equal and honor
a.ble union. The Franks esteemed the valor of the Armoricans ; ~r. 
and the Armoricans were reconciled by the religion of the Franks. 
The military force which had been stationed for the defence of 
Gaul consisted of one hundred different bands of cavalry or infan
try; and these troops, while they assumed the title and privileges 
.J! Roman soldiers, were renewed by an incessant supply of the 
barbarian youth. The extreme fortifications and scattered frag~ 
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ments of the empire were still defended by their hopeless courage. 
But their retreat was intercepted, and their communication was 
impracticable: they were abandoned by the Greek princes of Con
stantinople, and they piously disclaimed all connection with the 
Arian usurpers of Gaul. They accepted, without shame or reluc
tance, the generous capitulation which was proposed by a Catholic 
hero ; and this spurious or legitimate progeny of the Roman le
gions was distinguished in the succeeding age by their arms, 
their ensigns, and their peculiar dress and institutions. But the 
national strength was increased by these powerful and voluntary 
accessions; and the neighboring kingdoms dreaded the numbers, 
as well as the spirit, of the Franks. The reduction of the northern 
provinces of Gaul, instead of being decided by the chance of a 
single battle, appears to· have been slowly effected by the grad
ual operation of war and treaty; and Clovi& acquired each object 
of his ambition, by such efforts, or such concessions, as were ade
quate to its real value. His savage charader, and the virtues of 
Henry IV., suggest the most opposite ideas of human nature; yet 
some resemblance may be found in the situation of two princes, 
who conquered France by their valor, their policy, and the merits 
of a seasonable conversion. liS 

The kingdom of the Burgundians, which was defined by the 
course of two Gallic rivers, the Saone and the Rhone, extended 
from the forest of Vosges to the Alps and the sea of }Iarseilles. 87 

The sceptre was in the hands of Gundobald. t-rhat valiant and 
ambitious prince had reduced the number of royal candidates by 
the death of two brothers, on~ of whom was the father of Clo
tilda ; 38 but his imperfect prudence still permitted GodegeEil, the 
youngest of his brothers, to possess the dependent principality of 
Geneva. The Arian monarch was justly alarmed by the satisfac
tion, and the hopes, which seemed to animate his clergy and 
people after the conversion of Clovis; and Gundobald convened 
at Lyons an assembly of his bishops, to reconcile, if it were possi
ble, their religious and political discontents. A vain conference 
was agitated between the two factions. The Arians upbraided 
the Catholics with the worship of three Gods: the Catholics de
fended t.heir cause by theological distinctions; and the usual ar
guments, objection!'!, and replies, were reverberated with. obstinate 
clamor; till the king revealed his secret apprehensions, by an 
abrupt but decisive question, which he addressed to the orthodo:x: 
bishops. "If you truly profess the Christian religion, why do 
you not restrain the king of the Franks? He has declared war 
agajnst me, and forms alliances with my enemies for my destruc
tion. A sanguinary and covetous mind is not the symptom of a 
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sincere conversion: let him show his faith by bis works. " The 
answer of Avitus, bishop of Vienna, who spoke in the name of his 
brethren, was delivered with the voice and countenance of an 
angel. "Weare ignorant of the motives and intentions of the 
king of the Franks: but we are taught by Scripture that the 
kingdoms which abandon the divine law are frequently subverted; 
and that enemies will arise on every side against those who have 
made God their enemy. Return, with thy people, to the law of 
God, and he will give peace and security to thy dominions. " The 
king of Burgundy, who was not prepared to accept the condition 
which the Catholics considered as essential to the treaty, delayed 
and dismissed the ecclesiastical conference; after reproaching his 
bishops, that Clovis, their friend and proselyte, had privately 
tempted the allegiance of his brother. 311 

The allegiance of his brother was already seduced; and the 
obedience of Godeg-esil, who joined the royal standard with the 
troops of Geneva, more effectually promoted the success of the 
conspiracy. Wliile the Franks and Bur~ndians contended with 
equal valor, his seasonable desertion decided the event of the bat
tle; and as Gundobald was faintly supported by the disaffected 
Gauls, he yielded to the arms of Clovis, and hastily retreated from 
the field, which appears to have been situate between Langres and 
Dijon. lIe distrusted the strength of Dijon, a quadrangular for. 
tre£s, encompassed by two rivers, and by a wal1 thirty feet high, 
and fifteen thick, with four gates, ,and thirty-three towers:"'o he 
abandoned to the pursuit of Clovis the important cities of Lyons 
and Vienna j and Gundobald still fled with precipitation, till he 
had reached Avignon, at the distance of two hundred and fifty 
miles from the field of battle. A long siege and an artful negoti
ation admonished the king of the Franks of the danger and diffi
cultyof his enterprise. He imposed a tribute on t.he Burgundian 
prince, compelled him to pardon and reward his brother's treach
ery,~~nd proudly returned to his own dominions, with the spoils 
and captives of the southern provinces. This splendid triumph 
was soon clouded by the intelligence that Gundobald had vio. 
lated his recent obligations, and that the unfortunate Godegesil, 
who was left at Vienna with a garrison of five thousand Franks, 41 

had been besieged, surprised, and massacred by his inhuman 
brother. Such an outrage might have exasperated the patience of 
the most peaceful sovereign ; yet the conqueror of Gaul dissem
bled the injury, released the tribute, and accepted tlle alliance, 
and military service, of the king of Burgundy. Clovis no longer 
possessed those advantages which had assured the success of the 
preceding war; and his rival, instructed by adversity, had found 
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new resources in the afiections of his people. The Gauls or Ro
mans applauded the mild and impartial laws of Gundobald, which 
almost raised them to the same level with their conquerors. The 
bishops were reconciled, and flattered, by the hopes, which he 
artfully suggested, of his approaching conversion; and though he 
eluded their accomplishment to the last moment uf his life, his 
moderation secured the peace, and suspended the ruin, of the 
kingdom of Burgundy.U 

I am impatient to pursue the final ruin of that kingdom, which 
was accomplished under the reign of Sigismond, the son of Gun
dqbald. The Catholic Sigismond has acquired the honors of a 
saint and martyr; 43 but the hands of the royal saint were stained 
with the blood of his innocent son, whom he inhumanly sacrificed 
to the pride and resentment of a step-mother. He soon discov
ered his error, and bewailed the irreparable loss. While Sigis
mond embraced the corpse of the unfortunate youth, he received 
a severe admonition from one of his attendants: "It is not his 
situation, 0 king! it is thine which deserves pity and lamenta
tion. " The reproaches of a guilty conscience were alleviated, 
however, by his liberal donations to the monastery of Agaunum, 
or St. ~Iaurice, in Vallais ; which he himself had founded in honor 
of the imaginary martyrs of the Thebrean legion. 44 A full chorus 
of perpetual psalmody was instituted by the pious king; he assidu
ously practised the austere devotion of the monks; and it was 
his humble prayer that Heaven would inflict in this world the 
punishment of his sins. His prayer was heard: the avengers 
were at hand: and the provinces of Burgundy were overwhelmed 
by an army of victorious Franks. After the event of an unsuc
cessful battle, Sigismond, who wished to protract his life that he 
might prolong his penance, concealed himself in the desert in a 
reUgious habit, till he was discovered and betrayed by his sub
jects, who solicited the favor of their new masters. The captive 
monarch, with his wife and two children, was transported to 
OrleanR, and buried alive in a deep well, by the stern command 
of the sons of Clovis, whose cruelty might derive some excuse 
from the maxims and examples of their barbarous age. Their 
ambition, which urged them to achieve the conquest of Bur
gundy, was inflamed, or disguised, by filial piety: and Clotilda, 
whose sanctity did not consist in the forgiveness of injuries, 
pressed them to revenge her father's death on the family of his 
assassin. The rebellious Burgundians (for they attempted to break 
their chains) were still permitted to enjoy their national laws 
under the obli~ation of tribute and military service; anJ the 
Merovingian pnnces peaceably reigned over a kingdom, whose 
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glory and greatness had been first overthrown by the arms of 
Clovis.4f> 

The first victory of Clovis had insulted the honor of the Goths. 
They viewed his rapid progress with jealousy and terror; and the 
youthful fame of Alaric was oppressed by the more potent genius 
of his rival. Some disputes inevitably arose on the edge of their 
contiguous dominions; and after the delays of fruitless negotia.
tion, a personal intervew of the two kings was proposed and ac
cepted. This conference of Clovis and Alaric was held in a small 
island of the Loire, near Amboise. They embraced, familiarly 
conversed, and feasted together ; and separated with the warmest 
professions of peace and brotherly love. But their apparent con
fidence concealed a dark suspicion of hostile and treacherous de
signs; and their mutual complaint3 solicited, eluded, and dis
claimed, a final arbitration. At Paris, which he already consid
ered as his 1'0JaL seat, Clovis declared to an assembly of the 
princes and warriors the pretence, and the motive, of a Gothic 
war. " It grieves me to see that the Arians still possess the fair
est portion of Gaul. Let us march against them with the aid of 
God; and, having vanquished the hereticE, we will possess and 
divide their fertile provinces." 46 The Franks, who were inspired 
by hereditary valor and recent zeal, applauded the generous de
sign of their monarch; expressed their resolution to conquer or 
die, since death and conquest would be equally profitable; and 
solemnly protested that they would never shave their beards till 
victory should absolve them from that inconvenient vow. The 
enterprise was promoted by the public or private exhortations of 
Clotilda. She reminded her husband how effectually some pious 
foundation would propitiate the Deity, and his servants: and the 
Christian hero, darting his battle-axe with a skilful and nervous 
hand, ,. There (said he), on that spot where my FrancisCIJJ 47 shall 
bIl, will I erect a church in honor of the holy apostles. " This 
ostentatious piety confirmed and justified the attachment of the 
Catholics, with whom he secretly corresponded; and their devout 
wishes were gradually ripened into a formidable conspiracy. The 
people of Aquitain were alarmed by the indiscreet reproaches of 
their Gothic tyrants, who justly accused them of preferring the 
dominion of the Franks: and their zealous adherent Quintianus, 
bishop of Rodez,46 preached more forcibly in his exile than in his 
diocese. To resist these foreign and domestio enemies, who were 
fortified by the alliance of the Burgundians, Alaric collected his 
troops, far more numerous than the military powers of Clovis. 
T~le Visigoths resumed the exercise of arms, which they had neg~ 
lected in a long and luxurioui peace; ,g a select band of valiant 
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and robust slaves attended their masters to the field; 60 and the 
cities of Gaul were compelled to furnish their doubtful and reluc
tant aid. Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, who reigned in 
Italy, had labored to maintain the tranquillity of Gaul; and he 
assumed, or affected, for that purpose, the impartial character of a 
mediator. But the sagacious monarch dreaded the rising empire 
of Clovis, and he was firmly engaged to sUI)port the national and 
religious cause of the Goths. 

The accidental, or artificial, prodigies which adorned t"he expe
dition of Clovis, were accepted by a superstitious age as the mani
fest declaration of the divine favor. He marched from Paris; 
and as he proceeded with decent reverence through the holy dio
cese of Tours, his anxiety tempted him to consult the shrine of 
St. :Martin, the sanctuary and the oracle of Gaul. His messengers 
were instructed to remark the words of the Psalm which should 
happen to be chanted at the precise moment when they entered 
the church. Those words most fortunately expressed the valor 
and victory of the champions of Heaven, and the application WIlS 

easily transferred to the new Joshua, the new Gideon, who went 
forth to battle against the enemies of the Lord. 61 Orleans secured 
to the Franks a bridge on the Loire; but, at the distance of forty 
miles from Poitiers, their progress was intercepted by an extraor
dinary swell of the River Vigenna or Vienne; and the opposite 
banks were covered by the encampment of the Visigoths. Delay 
must be always dangerous to barbarians, who consume the coun
try through whIch they march; and had Clovis possessed leisure 
and materials, it might have heen impracticable to construct a 
bridge, or to force a passage, in the face of a superior enemy. 
But the affectionate peasants, who were impatient to welcome 
their deliverer, could easily betray some unknown or unguarded 
ford: the merit of the discovery was enhanced by the useful in
terposition of fraud or fiction; and a white hart, of singular size 
and beauty, appeared to guide and animate the march of the 
Catholic army. The counsels of the Visigoths were irresolute an~ 
distracted. A crowd of impatient warriors presumptuous in their 
strength, and disdaining to fly before the robbers of Germany, 
excited Alaric to assert in arms the name and blood of the con
queror of Rome. The advice of the gmver chieftain's pressed him 
to elude the first ardor of the Franks; and to expect, in the 
southern provinces of Gaul, the veteran and victorious Ostrogoths, 
whom the king of Italy had alreally sent to his assistance. The 
decisive moments were wasted in idle delibemtion ; the Goth~ too 
hastily abandoned, perhaps, an advantageous post; and the op
portunity of a secure retreat was lost by their slow and disorderly 
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)110tiOl~S. After Clovis had passed the ford, as it is still named, 
of the h:14·t, he advanced with bold and hasty steps to prevent 
the escal-'e of the enemy. His nocturnal march was directed by a. 
flaming ID<:teor, suspended in the air above the cathedral of Poi
tiers; and this signal, which might be previously concerted with 
the orthodox successor of St. Hilary, was compared to the column 
of fire that guided the Israelites in the desert. At the third hour 
of the day, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, Clovis overtook, and 
instantly attacked, the Gothic army, whose defeat was already 
prepared by terror aud confusion. Yet they ralli.:!d in their ex
treme distress, and the martial youths, who had clamorously de
manded the battle, refused to survive the ignominy of flight. 
The two kings encountered each other in single combat. Alaric 
fell by the hand of his rival; and the victorious Frank was saved, 
by the goodness of his cuirass, and the vigor of his horse, from 
the spears of two desperate Ooths, who furiously rode against him 
to revenge the death of their sovereign. The vague expression of 
a mountain of the slain serves to indicate a cruel though indefi
nite slaughter; but Gregory has carefully observed that his val
iant countryman Apollinaris, the son of Sidonius, lost his life at 
the head of the nobles of Auvergne. Perhaps these suspected 
Catholics hac'{ heen maliciously exposed to the blind assault of the 
enemy; and perhaps the influence of religion""was superseded by 
personal attachment or military honor. 6~ 

Such is the empire of Fortune (if we ma.y ~till disguise our 
ignorance under that popular name), that it is almost equally diffi
cult to foresee the events of w!lr, or to explain their various con
sequences. A bloody and complete victory has sometimes yielded 
no more than the possession of the field; and the loss of ten thou
sand men has sometimes been sufficient to destroy, in a single 
day, the work of ages. The decisive battle of Poitiers was fol
lowed by the conquest of Aquitain. Alaric had left behind him 
an infant son, a bastard competitor, factious nobles," and a dis
loyal people; and the remaining forces of the Goths were op

, pressed by the general consternation, or opposed to each other in 
civil discord. The victorious king of the Franks proceeded with
out delay to the siege of AngouIeme. At the sound of his trum
pets the walls of the city imitated the example of Jericho, and in
stantly fell to the ground; a splendid miracle, which may be re
duced to the supposition that some clerical engineers had secretly 
undermined the foundations of the rampart. liS At Bordeaux, 
which had submitted without resistance, Clovis established his 
winter quarters; and his prudent economy transported from 
Thoulouse the royal treasures, which were deposited in the capital 
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of the monarchy. The conqueror penctrated as far as the confines 
of Spain ; ~.4 restored the honors of the Catholic church; fixed in 
Aquitain a colony of Franks; OD and delegated to his lieutenants, 
the easy task of subduing, or extirpating, the nation of the Visi
goths. But the Visigoths were protected by the wise and power
ful monarch of Italy. "While the balance was still equal, Theo
doric had perhaps delayed the march of the Ostrogoths; but their 
strenuous efforts successfully resisted the umbition of Clovis; and 
the army of the Franks, and their Burgundian allies, was com
pelled to raise the siege of Arles, with the loss, as it is said, of 
thirty thousand men. These vicissitudes inclined the fierce spirit 
of Clovis to acquiesce in an advantageous treaty of peace. The 
Visigoths were suffered to retain the possession of Septimania, a 
narrow tract of sea-coast, from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; but 
the ample province of Aquitain, from those mountains to the 
Loire, was indissolubly united to the kingdom of France. ~G 

After the success of the Gothic war, Clovis accepted the honors 
of the Roman consulship. The emperor Anastasius ambitiously 
bestowed on the most powerful rival of Theodoric the title and 
ensigns of that eminent dignity; yet, from some unknown cause, 
the name of Clovis has not been inscribed in the Fasti either of 
the East or West. C>7 On the solemn day, the monarch of Gaul, 
placing a diadem on his head, was invested, in the church of St. 
Martin, with a purple tunic and mantle. From thence lle pro
ceeded on horseback to the cathedral of Tours; and, as he passed 
through.. the streets, profusely scattered, with his own hand, a do
native of gold and silver to the joyful multitude, who incessantly 
repeated their acclamations of CO'nsul and Augustus. The actual 
or legal authority of Clovis could not receive any new accessions 
from the consular dignity. It was a name, a shadow, an empty 
pageant ; and if the conqueror had been instructed to claim the 
ancient prerogatives of that high office, they must have expired 
with the period of its annual duration. But the Romans were 
disposed to revere, in the person of their master, that antique title 
which the emperors condescended to assume: the barbarian him
self seemed to contract a sacred obligation to respect the majesty 
of the republic; and the successors of Theodosius, by soliciting 
his friendship, tacitly forgave, and almost ratified, the usurpation 
of Gaul. 

Twenty-five years after the death of Clovis this important con
cession was more formally declared, in a treaty between his sons 
and the emperor Justinian. The Ostrogoths of Italy, unable to 
defend their distant acquisitions, had resigned to the Franks the 
cities of Aries and lIarseilles; of Aries, still adorned with the 
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seat of a Prretorian proofect, and of Marseilles, enriched by the ad 
vantages of trade and navigation. 5d This transaction was con

)irmed by the Imperial authority; and Justinian, generously 
yielding to the Franks the sovereignty of the countries beyond 
the Alps, which they already possessed, absolved the provin
cials fDm their allegiance, and established on a more lawful. 
though not more solid foundation, the throne of the Mero
vingians. 59 From that era they enjoyed the right of celebrat
ing at Arles the games of the circus j and by a singular privi
lege, which was denied even to the Persian monarch, the gold 
coin, impressed with their name and image, obtained a legal cur
Tency in the empire. eo A Greek historian of that age has praised 
'the private and public virtues of the Franks, with a partial en
thusia3m, which cannot be sufficiently ju<o,tified by their domestic 
"nnals. 61 He celebrates their politeness Hnd urbanity, their regu
Jar government, and orthodox religion; and boldly asserts, that 
these barbarians could be distinguished only by their dress and 
language from the subjects of Rome. Perhaps the Franks alrt.ady 
displayed the social disposition, and lively graces, which, in every 
age, have disguised their vices, and sometimes concealed their 
intrinsic merit. Perhaps Agathias, and the Greeks, were dazzled 
by the rapid progress of their arms, and the splendor of their em
"pire. Since the conquest of Burgundy, Gaul, except the Gothic 
proyince of Septimania, was subject, in its whole extent, to tlJ.e 
sons of Clovis. They had extinguished the German kingdom of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated bey.ond the 
Rhine, into the heart of their native forests. The Alemanni, and 
Bavarians, who had occupied the Roman provinces of Rhrutia and 
Noricum, to the south of the Danube, confessed themselves the 
humble vassals of the Franks; and the feeble barrier of the Alps 
was incapable of resisting their ambition. When the last survivor 
of the sons of Clovis united the inheritance and conquests of the 
Merovingians, his kingdom extended far beyond the limits of mod
ern France. Yet modern France, such has been the progress of 
arts and policy, far surpasses, in wealth, populousness, and 
power, the spacious but savage realms of Clotaire or Dagobert. 62 

The Franks, or French, are the only people of Europe who can 
deduce a perpetual succession from the conquerors of the Western 
empire. But their conquest of Gaul was followed by ten centuries 
of anarchy and ignorance. On the revival of learning, the stu, 
dents, who had been formed in the schools of Athens and Rome, 
disdained their barbarian ancestors j and a long period elapsed 
before patient labor could provide the requisite materials to sat~ 
isfS, or rather to excite, the curiosity of more enlightened times. 61 
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At length the eye of criticism and philosophy was directed to the 
antiquities of France; but even philosophers -have been tainted 
by the contagion of prejudice and passion. The most extreme 
and exclusive systems, of the personal servitude of the Gauls, or 
of their voluntary and equal alliance with the Franks, have been 
rashly conceived, and obstinately defended; and the intemperate 
disputants have accused each other of conspiring against the pre
rogative of the crown, the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom 
of the people. Yet the sharp conflict has usefully exercised the 
adverse powers of learning and genius; and each antagonist, 
alternately vanquished and victorious, has extirpated some an
cient errors, and established some interesting truths. An im])ar
tial stranger, instructed by their discoveries, their disputes, and 
even their faults, may describe, from the same original materials, 
the state of the Roman provincials, after Gaul had submitted to 
the arms and laws of the Merovingian kings. G( 

The rudest, or the most servile, condition of human society, is 
regulated, however, by some fixed and general rules. When 
Tacitus surveyed the primitive simplicity of the Germans, he dis
covered some permanent maxims, or customs, of public and pri
vate life, which were preserved by faithful tradition till the in
troduction of the art of writing, and of the Latin tongue. 66 Be
fore the election of the Merovingian kings, the most powerful 
tribe, or nation, of the Franks, appointed four venerable chief
tains to compose the Salic laws; 66 and their labors were exam
ined and approved in three successive assemblies of the people. 
After the baptism of Clovis, he reformed several articles that ap
peared incompatible with Christianity: the Salic law was again 
amended by his sons; and at length, under the reign of Dago
bert, the code was revised and promulgated in its actual form, 
OIle hundred years after the establishment of the French mon
archy. Within the same period the customs of the Ripunrians 
were transcribed and published; and Charlemagne himself, the 
legislator of his age and country, had accurately studied the two 
national laws, which still prevailed among the Frm~ks. ~1 :rhe 
same care was extended to their vassals; and the rude lllshtutIons 
of the Alemanni and Bavarians were diligently compiled and rati
fied by the supreme authority of the l\Ierovingian kings. The 
Visigoths and B1lrgundians, whose conquests in Gaul preceded 
those of the Franks, showed less impatience to attain one of the 
principal benefits of civilized society. Euric was the first of the 
Gothic princes who expressed, in writing, the manners and cus
toms of his people· and the composition of the Burgundian laws 
was a measure of policy rather than of justice; to alleviate the 
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yoke, and regain the affections, of their Gallic subjects. 68 Thus, 
by a singular coincidence, the German~ framed their artless insti
tutions, at a time when the elaborate system of Roman jurispru
dence was finally consummated. In the Salic laws, and the Pan
dects of Justinian, we may compare the first rudiments, and the 
full maturity, of civil wisdom; and whatever prejudices may be 
suggested in favor of barbarism, our calmer reflections will as
cribe to the Romans the superior advantages, not only of science 
and reason, but of humanity and justice. Yet the Jaws * of the 
barbarians were adapted td their wants and desires, their occupa
tions and their capacity; and they all contributed to preserve the 
peace, and prom')te the improvement, of the society for whose use 
they were originally established. The }Ierovingians, instead of 
imposing a uniform rule of conduct on their various subjects, per
mitted each people, and each family, of their empire, freely to 
enjoy their domestic institutions; 69 nor were the Romans ex
cluded from the common benefits of this legal toleration. 7u The 
children embraced the law of their parents, the wife that of her 
husband, the freedman that of his patron; and in all causes where 
the parties were of different nations, the plaintiff or accuser was 
obliged to follow the tribunal of the defendant, who may always 
plead a judicial presumption of right, or innocence. A more am
ple latitude was allowed, if every citizen, in the presence of th0 
judge, might declare the law under which he desired to liv..c, and 
the national society to which he chose to belong. Such an in
dulgence would abolish the partial distinctions of victory; and 
the Roman provincials might patiently acquiesce in the hardships 
of their condition; since it depended on themselves to assume the 
privilege, if they dared to assert the character, of free and warlike 
barharians.71 

When justice inexorably requires the death of a murderer, each 
private citizen is fortified by the assurance that the laws, the 
magistrate, and the whole community, are the guardians of his 
personal safety. But in the loose society of the Germans, revenge 
was always honorable, and often meritorious; the independent 
warrior chastised, or vindicated, with his own hand, the injuries 
which he had offered or received; and he had only to dread the 
resentment of the sons and kinsmen of the enemy, whom he had 
sacrificed to his selfish or angry passions. The magistrate, con
scious of his weakness, interposed, not to punish, but to recon
cile; and he was satisfied if he could persuade or compel the con
t~nding parties to pay and to accept the moderate fine which had 

* The most complete collection of these codes is in the" Barbarorum leV~8 fUl
tiqure," by P. Canciani, 5 vola. folio, Venice, 1/81-9.-M. 
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been ascertained as the price of blood.72 The fierce spirit of the 
Franks would have opposed a more rigorous sentence; the same 
fiercenesf'l despised these ineffectual restraints; and, when their 
simple manners had been corrupted by the wealth of Gaul, the 
public peace was continually violated by acts of hasty or deliber
ate guilt. In every just government the same penalty is inflicted, 
or at least is imposed, for the murder of a peasant or a prince. But 
the national inequality established by the Franks, in their crimi
nal proceedings, was the last insult and abuse of cQnquest. 73 In 
the calm moments of legislation they solemnly pronounced that 
the life of a Roman was of smal1er value than that of a barbarian. 
The Antru8tion,74 a name expressive of the most illustrious birth 
or dignity among the Franks, was appreciated at the sum of six 
hundred pieces of gold; while the noble provincial, who was ad
mitted to the king's table, might be legally murdered at the ex
pense of three hundred pieces. Two hundred were deemed suffi
cient for a Frank of ordinary condition j but the meaner Romans 
were exposed to disgrace and danger by a trifling compensation of 
one hundred, or even fifty, pieces of gold. Had these laws been 
regulated by any principle of equity or reason, the public protec
tion should have supplied. in just proportion, the want of personal 
strength. But the legislator had weighed in the scale, not of jus
tice, but of policy, the loss of a soldier against that of a slave: 
the head of an insolent and rapacious barbarian w.fl.S guarded by a 
heavy fine; and the slightest aid was afforded to the most de
fenceless subjects. Time insensibly abated the pride of the con
querors and the patience of the vanquished; and the boldest citi
zen was taught, by experience, that he might suffer more injuries 
than he could inflict. As the manners of the Franks became less 
ferocious, their laws were rendered more severe j and the l\fero
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial rigor of the Visi
goths and Burgundians. 7 r. Under the empire of Charlemagne, 
murder was uuiversally punished with death; and the use of 
capital punishments has been liberally multiplied in the jurispru
dence of modern Europe. 76 

The civil and military professions, which had been separated by 
Constantine, were again' united by the barbarians. The harsh 
sound of the Teutonic appellations was mollified into the Latin 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Prrefect j and the same officer as
sumed, within his district, the command of the trl)ops, and the 
administration of justice.17 But the fierce and illiterate chieft~in 
Was seldom qualified to discharge the duties of a judge, wInch 
required a11 the faculties of a philosophic mind, laboriously culti
vated by experience and study; and his rude ignorance was com' 
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pelled to embrace some simple, and visible, methods of ascertain. 
mg the cause of justice. In every religion, the Deity has been in
voked to confirm the truth, or to punish the falsehood, of human 
testimony; but this powerful instrument was misapplied and 
abused by the simplicity of the German legislators. The party 
accused might justify his innocence by producing before their 
tribunal a number of friendly witnesses, who solemnly declared 
their belief, or assurance, that he was not guilty. According to 
the weight of. the charge, this legal number of compU1'uators was 
multiplied; seventy-two voices were required to absolve au incen
diary or assassin: aud when the chastity of a queen of France was 
suspected, three hundred gallant nobl~s swore, without hesitation, 
that the infant prince had been actually begotten by her deceased 
husband. 78 The sin and scandal of manifest and frequent per
juries engaged the magistrates to remove these dangerous tempta
tions; and to supply the defects of human testimony by the fa
mous experiments of fire and water. These extraordinary trials 
were so capriciously contrived that, in some cases, guilt, and in
nocence in others, could not be proved without the interposition 
of a miracle. Such miracles were readily provided by fraud and 
credulity; the most intricate causes were determined by this easy 
and infallible method, and the turbulent barbarians, who might 
have disdained the sentence of the magistrate, submissivelyacqui
esced in the judgment of God. 79 

But the trials by single combat gradually obtained superior 
credit and autl\ority, among a warlike people, who could not be
lieve that a brave man deserved to suffer, or that a coward de
served to live. 80 Both in civil and criminal proceedings the 
plaintiff, or accuser, the defendant, or even the witness, were ex
posed to mortal challenge from the antagonist who was destitute 
of legal proofs; and it was incumbent on them either to desert 
their cause, or publicly to maintain their honor, in the lists of 
battle. They fought either on foot, or on horseback, according 
to the custom of their nation i 61 and the decision of the sword, or 
lance, was ratified by the sanction of Heaven, of the judge, and 
of the people. This sanguinary law was introduced into Gaul by 
the Burgundians; and their legislator Gundobald 8~ condescended 
to answer the complaints and objections of his subject Avitus. 
" Is it not true," said the king of Burgundy to the bishop, "that 
the event of national wars, and private combats, is directed by the 
judgment of God; and that his providence awards the victOly to 
the juster cause~" By such prevailing arguments, the absurd 
and cruel practice of judicial duels, which had been peculiar to 
some tribes of Germany, was propagated and established in all tha 
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monarchies of Europe, from Sicily to the Baltic. At the end of 
ten centuries the reign of legal violence was not totally extin
guished; and the ineffectual censures of saints, 'of popes, and of 
synods, may seem to prove that the influence of superstition is 
weakened by its unnatural alliance with reason and humanity. 
The tribunals were stained with the blood, perhaps, of innocent 
and respectable citizens; the law, which now favors the rich, 
then yielded to the strong; and the old, the feeble, and the in
firm, were condemned, either to renounce their fairest claims and 
possessions, to sustain the dangers of an unequal conflict, h3 or to 
trust the doubtful aid of a mercenary champion. This oppressive 
jurisprudence was imposed on the provincials of Gaul, who com
plained of any injuries in their persons and property. Whatever 
might be the strength, or courage, of individuals, the victorious 
barb~rians excelled in the love and exercise of arms; and the van
quished Roman was unjustly summoned to repeat, in his own per
Bon, the bloody contest which had been already decided against 
his country. 84 

A devouring host of one hundred and twenty thousand Germans 
had formerly passed the Rhine under the command of Ariovis
tus. One third part of the fertile lands of the Sequani was ap
propriated to their use; and the conqueror soon repeated his op
pressive demand of another third, for the accommodation of a 
new colony of twenty-four thousand barbarians, whom he had in· 
vited to share the rich harvest of Gaul. 85 At the distance of five 
hundred years, the Visigoths and Burgundians, who revenged the 
defeat of Ariovistus, usurped the same unequal proportion of two 
third8 of the subject lands. But this distribution, instead of 
spreading over the province, may be reasonably confined to the 
peculiar districts where the victorious people had been planted by 
their own choice, or by the policy of their leader. In these dis
tricts, each barbarian was connected by the ties of hospitality 
with some Roman provincial. To this unwelcome guest the pro
prietor was compelled to abandon two thirds of his patrimony ; 
bqt the German, a shepherd, and a hunter, might sometimes con
tent himself with a spacious range of wood and pasture, and re
sign the smallest, though most valuable, portion, to the toil of the 
inuustrious husbandman. 86 The silence of ancient and authentic 
testimony has encouraged an opinion, that the rapine of the 
Ji'rank8 was not moderated, or disguised, by the forms of a legal 
division; that they dispersed themselves over the provinces of 
Gaul, without order or control; and that each victorioue robber, 
according to his wants, his avarice, and his strength, measured with 
his sword the extent of his new inheritance. At a distance from 
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their sovereign; the barbarians might indeed be tempted to exer.. 
cise such arbitrary depredation; but the firm and artful policy of 
Clovis must curb· a licentious spirit, which would aggravate the 
misery of the vanquished, whilst it corrupted the union and disci~ 
pHne of the conquerors.* The memorable vase of Soissons is a 
monument and a pledge of the regular distribution of the Gallic 
spoils. It was the duty and the interest of Clovis to provide re
wards for a successful army, and settlements for a numerous peo
ple, without inflicting any wanton or Ruperfiuous injuries on the 
loyal Catholics of Gaul. The ample fund, which he might law
fully acquire, of the Imperial patrimony, vacant lands, and Gothic 
usurpatiolls, would diminish the cruel necessit.y of seizure and 
confiscation, and the humble provincials would more patiently ac
quiesce in the equal and regular distribution of their 10ss.87 

The wealth of the }Ierovingian princes consisted in their exten
sive domain. After the conquest of Gaul, they still delighted in 
the rustic simplicity of their ancestors; t.he cities were abandoned 
to solitude and decay; and their coins, their charters, and their 
synods, are still inscribed with the names of the villas, or rural 
palaces, in which they successively resided. One hundred and 
sixty of these palaces, a title which need not excite any unseasona
ble ideas of art or luxury, were scattered through the provinces of 
their kinguom; and if some might claim the-honors of a fortress, 
the far greater part could be esteemed only in the light of profit
able farms. The mansion of the long-haired kings was surround
ed with convenient yards and stables, for the cattle and the poul
try; the garden was planted with useful vegetables, the various 
trades, the labors of agriculture, and even the arts of hunting and 
fishing, were exerciseu by servile hands for the emolument of the 
sovereign; his magazines were filled with corn and wine, either 
for sale or consumption; and the whole administration was con
ducted by the strictest maxims of private economy. iJ8 This ample 
patrimony was- appropriated to supply the hospitable plenty of 
Cluvis and his successors; and to reward the fidelity of theh 

* Sismondi (TIist. d<.'s Frllnc;ais, vo1. i p. 197) oh8erves that the Franks were not 
n conquering peopl,,, who had emi~rated with their families, like the Goths or Bur· 
gundians. 'fhe women, the chiluren, the old, hacl not followed Clovis; they reo 
mained in their ancient po;:sct5..ions on the Wanl and the Rhine. 'fhe adventurers 
alone had formed the invading force awl they always considered themselve8 as au 
army, not as a colony. Helice the it· jawtl rctl1illed no traces of the partition of the 
Roman properties. It is clIrious to ohscrve the recoil from the national vanity of the 
:French histurians of the lust ccntnry. M. Sit5l1londi compares the position of the 
Franks with regard to the conquered people \nth. that of the Dey of Algiers and 
his corsair troops to the peace1u]lDhabitants of that province; M. Thierry (Lettres 
Sllr l'llistoire de France, p. 117) with that. of tile Tnrk", towards the Halas or Ph&' 
nariotcs, the maS8 of the Greeka.-M. 
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brave companions, who, both in peace and war, were devoted to 
their personal service. Instead of a horse, or a suit of armor, 
each companion, according to his rank, or merit, or favor, was in
vested with a benqfice, the primitive name, allfl most simple form, 
of the feudal possessions. These gifts might he resumed at the 
pleasure of the sovereign; and his feeble prerogative derived 
some support from th.e influence of his liberality. * But this der 
pendent tenure was gradually abolished 89 by the independent and 
rapacious nobles of France, who establbhed the perpetual prop
erty, and hereditary succession, of their benefices; a revolution 
salutary to the earth, which had been injured, or neglected, by its 
precarious masters. 90 Besides these royal and beneficiary estates, 
a large proportion had been assigned, in the division of Gaul, of 
allodial and Salic lands: they were exempt from tribute, and tho 
Salic lands were equally shared among the male descendants of 
the Franks. QI 

In the bloody discord and silent decay of the 1tlerovingian line, 
a new order of tyrants arose in the provinces, who, under the 
appellation of Seniors, or Lords, usurped a right to govern, and a 
license to oppress, the subjects of their peculiar territory. Their 
ambition might be checked by the hostile resistance of an equal: 
but the laws were extinguished; and the sacrilegious barbarians, 
who dared to provoke the vengeance of a saint or bishop, 9~ would 
seldom, respect the landmarks of a profane and defenceless neigh
bor. The common or public rights of nature, such as they had 
nlways been deemed by the Roman jurispnldence, D3 were severely 
restrained by the German conquerors, whose amusement, or rather 
passion, was the exercise of hunting. The vague dominion which 
MAN has assumed over the wild inhabitants of the earth, the ail', 
and the waters, was confined to some fortunate individuals of the 
human species. Gaul was again overspread with woods; and the 
animals, who were reserved for the use or pleasure of the lord, 
might ravage with impunity the fields of his industrious vassals. 
The chase was the sacred privilege of the nobles and their domestic 
servants. Plebeian transgressors were legally chastised with 
stripes and imprisonment j Y4 but in an age which admitted a slight 
composition for the life of a citizen, it was a capital crime to de
stroy a stag or a wild bull within the precincts of the royal 
forests. Dr. 

,. The resumption of benefices at the plea!'ure of the f'overeign (the general 111'3
ory down to hIS time), is ahly contested by Mr. IIallal1~: .. for this rcS?mpti~lll 
Some dellnqu('l1cy must be illlPuted to the va!"~a1." l\\lddle Ages, vol I. p. 11.2 
The readt'rwiII be interested hy the singular unalogies with the beneficial and fl'u 
dal system of Europe in a remote part of the \\ orld, illdict.tcd uy Col. Tod in his 
splendid work on Raja'sthUR, vol. i. c.l. p. 129, etc;.-M. 
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According to the maxims of ancicnt war, thc conqueror became 
the lawful master of the enemy whom he had subdued and 
spared: 96 and the fruitful cause of personal slavery, which had 
been almost suppressed by the peaceful sovereignty of Rome, was
again revived and multiplied by the perpetual hostilities of the 
independent barbarians. The Goth, the Burgundian, or the Frank, 
who returned from a successful expedition, dragged after him a 
long train of sheep, of oxe!!, and of human captives, whom he 
treated with the same brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant 
form and an ingenuous aspect were set apart for the domestic ser
vice j a doubtful situation, which alternately exposed them to the 
favorable or cruel impulse of passion. The useful mechanics and 
servants (smiths, carpenters, tailors, shoemakers, cooks, gardeners, 
dyers, and workmen in gold and silver, etc.) employed their skill 
for the use, or profit, of their master. But the Roman captives, 
who were destitute of art, but capable of labor, were condemned, 
without regard to their former rank, to tend the cattle and culti
vate the lands of the barbarians. The number of the hereditary 
bondsmen, who were attached to the Gallic estates, was con
tinually increased by new supplies j and the servile people, accord· 
ing to the situation and temper of their lords, was sometimes raised 
by precarious indulgence, and more frequently depressed by 
capricious despotism. liT An absolute power of life and death was 
exercised by these lords j and when they married their daughters, 
a train of meful servants, chained on the wagons to prevent their 
escape, was sent as a nuptial present into a distant country.9S The 
majesty of the Roman laws protected the liberty of each citizen 
against the rash effects of his own distress or despair. But the 
subjects of the Merovingian kings might alienate their personal 
freedom j and this act of legal suicide, which was familiarly 
practised, is exprcssed in terms most disgraceful and afflicting to 
the dignity of human nature. 09 The example of the poor, who 
purchased life by the sacrifice of all that can render life desirable, 
was gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout, who, in times 
of public disordcr, pusillanimously crowded to sheJter themselves 
under the battlements of a powerful chief, and around the shrine 
of a popular saint. Their submission was accepted by these 
temporal or spiritual patrons j and the hasty transaction irrecov
erably fixed their own condition, and that of their latest posterity. 
From the reign of Clovis, during five successive centuries, the laws 
and manners of Gaul umformly tended to promote the increase, 
and to confirm the duration, of personal servitude. Time and 
violence almost obliterated the intermediate ranks of society, and 
left an obscure and narrow interval between the noble and the 
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slave. Tllis arbitrary and recent division has been transformed 
by pride and prejudice into a national distinction, universally 
established by the arms and the laws of the l\[erovingians. The 
nobles, who claimed their genuine or falmlous descent from the 
indepcndent and victorious Franks, have asserted and abused the 
indefeasible right of cunquest over a prostrate crowd of slaves and 
plebeians, to whom they imputed the imaginary diEgrace of Gallic 
or Roman extraction. 

The general state and revolutions of France, a name which was 
imposed by the conquerors, may be illustrated by the particular 
example of a province, a diocese, or po senatorial family. Auvergne 
had formerly maintained Q, just pre-eminence among the independ
ent states and cities of Gaul. The brave and numerous inhabitants 
displayed a singular trophy; the sword of Cresar himself, which 
he had lost when he was repulsed before the walls of Gergovia. 10 

As the common offspring of Troy, they claimed a fraternal allinnc\' 
with the Romans; 101 and if each province had imitated the courage
and loyalty of Auvergne, the fall of the 1Vestern empire might 
have been prevented or delayed. They firmly maintained th~ 
fidelity which they had reluctantly sworn to the Visigoth::;; but 
when their bravest nobles had fallen in the battlo of Poitiers, they 
accepted, without resistance, a victorious and Catholic sovereign. 
This easy and valuable conquest was achieved and possessed by 
Theodoric, the eldest son of Clovis: but the remoto province was 
separated from his Austrasian dominions by tho intermediate king
doms of Soissons, Paris, and Orleans, which formed, after their 
father's death, the inheritance of his three brothers. The king of 
Paris, Childebert, was tempted by the neighborhood and beauty 
of Auvergne. 102 The Upper country, which rises toward~ the 
south into the mountains of the Cevenncs, presented a rich and 
various prospect of woods and pastures; the sides of the 11illa 
were clothed with vines; and each eminence was crowned with a 
villa or castle. In the Lower Auvergne, tIle River Allier flows 
through the fair and spacious plain of Limagnc j and tho inex. 
lmustible fertility of the soil supplieu, and still supplies, without 
any interval of repose, the constant repetition of the same 
harvests. l03 On the false report that their bwful sovereign had 
been slain in 'Germany, the city and diocese of Auvorgnc were 
betrayed by the gmndson of Sidonius Apollinaris. Childebert 
enjoyed this Clandestine victory j and the free subjects of tJ>.'heo
doric threatened to desert his standard if he indulgcll his private 
resentment while the nation was engaged in the Burgundian war. 
But t.he Franks of Austrasia soon yielded to the persuasive e10
'luence of 4;heir king. "J1'ollow me." said Theodoric, " into Au
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vergne; I will lead you into a province wllCre you may acquire 
gold, silver, slaves, cattle, and precious apparel, to the full extent 
uf your wishes. I repeat my promise; I give you the people ana 
their wealth as your prey; and you may transport them at pleasurc 
into your own country." By the execution of this promise, 
Theodoric justly furfeited the allegiance of a people whom he de
voted to destruction. His troops, re-enforced by the fiercest 
barbarians of Gc,rmany, ]04 spread desolation over the fruitful face 
of Auvergne; and two places only, a strong castle and a holy 
shrine, were saved or redeemed from their licentious fury. The 
castle of ~:[eroliac tDo was sea~d on a lofty rock, which l·ose a 
hundred feet above the surface of the plain; and a large reservoir 
of fresh water was enclosed, with some arable lands, within the 
circle of its fortifications. The Franks beheld with envy and 
despair this impregnable fortress; but they surprised a party of 
fifty stragglers; and, as thoy were oppressed by the number of 
their captives, they fixed, at a trifling ransom, the alternative of 
life or death for these wretched victims, whom the cruel bar
barians were prepared to massacre on the refusal of the garrison. 
Another detachment penetrated as far as Brivas or Brioude, where 
the inhabitants, with tl1eir valuable effects, had taken refuge in 
the sanctuary of St. Julian. The doors of the church resisted the 
m~sault ; but a daring soldier entered through a window of thp. 
choir, and opened a passage to his companions. '!'he clergy and 
people, the sacred and the profane spoils, were rudely torn from 
the altar; and the sacrilegious division was made at a small 
distance from the town of Brioude. But this act of impiety was 
severely chastised by the devout son of Clovis. He punished with 
death the most atrocious offenders; left their secret accomplices 
to the vengeance of St. Julian; released the captives; restored the 
plunder; and extended the rights of sanctuary five miles round 
the sepulchre of the holy martyr. 106 

Before the Austrasian army retreated from Auvergne, Theodoric 
exacted some pledges of the future loyalty'of a people whose just 
hatred coulfi be restrained only by their fear. A select band of 
noble youths, the sons of the- principal senators, was delivered to 
the con'lueror, as the hostages of the faith of Child ebert, and of 
their countrymen. On the first rumor of war, or conspiracy, these 
guiltless youths were reduced to a state of servitude; and one of 
them, Attalus, lOT whose adventures are more particularly related, 
kept his master's horses in the diocese of Treves. After Ii painful 
search, he was discovered, in this unworthy -occupation, by the 
emissaries of his grandfather, Gregory, bishop of Langres; but his 
oflers of ransom were sternly rejected by the avarice of the bar
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barlan. WhO required an exorbitant sum of ten pounds of gold :for 
the f,:eedom of his noble captive. His deliverance was eRected 
by the hardy stratagem of Leo, a slave belc!lging to the kitchens 
of the bishop of Langres. 108 An unknown c.gent casi~y introduceu 
him into the same family. The barbarian purchased Leo for the 
price of twelve pieces of gold; and was pleased to learn tbat he 
was deeply skilled in the luxury of an episcopal table' " Next 
Sunday," said the Frank, "I sball invHe my neighbors and kins
men. Exert thy art, and force them to confess that they have 
never seen, or tasted, such an entertninment, even in the king's 
bouse. " Leo assured him that, if he would providc a sufficient 
quantity of poultry, his wishes should be 3atis:ficd. The master, 
who already aspired to the merit of elegant hospitality, assumed, 
as his own, the praise which the vl'racious guests unanimously 
bestowed on his cook; and the dexterous Leo insensibly aCy'uired 
the trust and management of his household. After the patient 
expectation of a whole year, he cautiously whispered his design to 
Attalus, and exhorted him to prepare for [1ght in the ensuing 
night. at the hour of midnight, the intemperate guests retired 
from the table; and the Frank's son-inrlflw, whom Leo attended 
to his apartment with a nocturnal potation, condescended to jest 
on the facility with which he might betray his trust. The in
trepid slave, after sustaining this daugerous ri.~.llery, entered his 
master's bcd-chamber; removed his spear and shield; silently 
drew the fleetest horses from the stable; unbarred the ponderous 
gates; and excited Attalus to save his life and liberty by incessant 
diligence. Their apprehensions urged them to leave, their horses 
on the banks of the l\Ieuse ; m they swam the river, wandered three 
days in the adjacent forest, and subsisted only by the accidental 
di~covery of a wild plum-tree. As they lay concealed in a dark 
thicket, they heard the noise of horses; they were terrified by the 
angry countenance of their master, and they anxiously listened to 
nis declaration, that, if he could seize the guilty fugitives, one of 
them he would cut in pieces with his sword, and would expose the 
other on a gibbet. At length, Attalus and his faithful Leo reached 
the friendly habitation of a presbyter of Rheims, who recruited 
their fainting strength with bread and wine, concealed them from 
the search of their enemy, and safely conducted them beyond the 
limits of the Austrasian kingdom, to the episcopal palace of 
Langres. Gregory embraced his grandson with tears of joy, 
gratefully delivered Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of 

.servitude, and bestowed on him the property of a farm, where he 
might end his days in happiness and freedom. Pm:haps this singular 
adventure, which is marked with so many circumstances of truth 
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and nature, was related by Attalus himself, to his cousin, or 
nephew, the first historian of the Franks. Gregory of Toursuo was 
born about sixty years after the death of Sidon ius Apollinaris; 
and their situation was almost similar, since each of them was a 
native of Auvergne, a senator, and a bishop. The difference of 
their style and sentiments may, therefore, express the decay of 
Gaul j and clearly ascertain how much, in so short a space, the 
human mind had lost of its energy and refinement. 111 

We are now qualified to despise the opposite, and, perhaps, 
artful, misrepresentations, which have softened, or exaggerated, 
the oppression of the Romans of Gaul under the regin of the 
Merovingians. The conquerors never promulgated any universal 
edict of servitud·e, or confiscation: but a degenerate people, who 
excused their weakness by the specious names of politeness and 
peace, was exposed to the arms and laws of the ferocious bar
barians, who contemptuously insulted their possessions, their free
dom, and their safety. Their personal injmies were partial and 
irregular; but the great body of the Romans survived the rev
olution,. and still preserved the property, and privileges, of 
citizens. A large portion of their lands was exacted for the use 
of the Franks: but they enjoyed the remainder, exempt from 
tribute; m ann the same irresistible violence which swept away 
the arts and manufactures of Gaul, destroyed the elaborate and 
expensive system of Imperial despotism. The Provincials must 
frequently deplore the savage jurisprudence of the Salic or 
Ripuarian laws j but their private life, in the important concerns 
of marriage, .testaments, or inheritance, was still regulated by the 
Theodosian Code; and a discontented Roman might freely aspire, 
or descend, to the title and character of a barbarian. The honors 
of the state were accessihle to his ambition: the education and 
temper of the Romans more peculiarly qualified them for the offices 
of civil government; and, as soon as emulation had rekindled 
their military ardor, they were permitted to march in the ranks, or 
even at the head, of the victorious Germans. I shall not attempt 
to enumerate the generals and magistrates, whose names 113 attest 
the liberal policy of the l\Ierovingians. The supreme command of 
Burgundy, with the title of Patrician, was successively intrusted 
to three Romans; and the last and most powerful, Mummolus, 1U 

who alternately saved and disturbed the monarchy, had supplanted 
his father in the station of count of Autun, and left a treasury of 
thirty talents of gold, and two hundred and fifty talents of silver. 
The fierce and illiterate barbarians were excluded, during several
generations, from the dignities, and even from the orders, of the 
church. 115 The clergy of Gaul consisted almost entirely of nativo 
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provincials; the haughty Franks fell prostrate at the feet of their 
subjects, who were dignified with the episcopal character; and 
the power and riches which had been lost in war, were insenf3ibly 
recovered by superstition. 116_ In all temporal affairs, the 'rheo
dosian Code was the universal law of the clergy; but the bar
baric jurisprudence had liberally provided for their personal 
safety; a sub-deacon was equivalent to two Franks; the antrustion, 
and priest, were held in similar estimation ; and the life of a 
bishop was appreciated far above the common standard, at the 
price of nine hundred pieces of gold. 117 The Romans communicated 
to their conquerors the use of the Christian religion and Latin 
language; 118 but their language and their religion had alike de
generated from the simple purity of the Augustan, and Apostolic, 
age. The progress of superstition and barbarism was rapid and 
universal: the worship of the saints concealed from vulgar eyes 
the God of the Christians; and the rustic dialect of peasants and 
soldiers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and pronunciation. 
Yet such intercourse of sacred and social communion eradicaten 
the distinctions of birth and victory; and the nations of Gaul 
were gradually confounded under the name and government of th~ 
Franks. 

The Franks, after they mingled with their Gallic subjects, might 
have imparted the most valuable of human gifts, a spirit ant! 
system of constitutional liberty. Under a king, hereditary, but 
limited, the chiefs and counsellors might have debated at Paris, in 
the palace of the Crosars : the adjacent field, where the emperOTI3 
reviewed their mercenary legions, would have admitted th',} 
legislative assembly of freemen and warriors; and the rude modeJ, 
which had been sketched in the woods of Germany,119 might haye 
been polished and improved by the civil wisdom of the Homanq. 
But the careless barbarians, secure of their personal independence, 
disdained the labor of government. -: the annual assemblies of Ole 
month of ~farch were silently abolished; and the nation was sep
arated, and almost dissolved, by the conquest of Gaul. 120 The 
monarchy was left without any regular establishment of jUBtice, 
.)f arms, 0)' of revenue. The successors of Clovis wanted resolution 
to assume, or strength to exercise, the legislative and executive 
power!!, which the people had abdicated: the royal prerogative 
was distinguished only by a more ample privilege of rapine and 
murder; and the love of freedom, so often invigorated and dis
gl"aced by private tLmbition, was reduced, among the licentious 
Franks, to the contempt of order, and the desitO of impunity. 
Seventy-five years after the death of Clovis, his grandson, Gontran, 
king of Burgundy, sent an army to inyade the Gothic l)ossessim1s 
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of Septimania, or Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Berry, 
Auvergne, and the adjacent territories, were excited by the hopes 
of spoil. They marched, without discipline, under the bannel's Oi 
German, or Gallic, counts: their attack was feeble and unsuccess
ful ; but the friendly and hostile provinces were desolated with 
indiscriminate rage. The cornfields, the villages, the churches 
themselves, were consumed by fire j the inhabitants were mas. 
sacred, or dragged into captivity; and, in the disorderly retreat, five 
thousand of these inhuman savages were destroyed by hunger or 
intestine discord. When the pious Gontran reproached the guilt 
or neglect of their leaders, and threatened to inflict, not a legal 
sentence, hut instant and arbitrary execution, they accused the. 
universal and incurable corruption of the people. "No one," 
they said, "any longer fears or respects his king, his duke, or 
his count. Each man loves to do evil, and freely indulges his 
criminal inclinations. The most gentle cOlTection provokes an 
immediate tumul~, and the rash magistrate, who presumes to cen· 
sure or restrain his seditious subjects, seldom escapes alive from 
their revenge." 121 It has been r~served for the same nation to 
expose, by their intemperate vices, the most odious abuse of free
dom; and to supply its loss by the spirit of honor and humanity, 
which now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an absolute 
sovereign.* 

The Visigoths had resigned to Clovis the greatest part of their 
Gclllic possessions; but their loss was amply compensated by the 
easy conquest, and secure enjoyment, of the provinces of Spain. 
From the monarchy of the Goths, which soon involved the Suevic 
kingdom of Gallicia, the modern Spaniards still derive some no.· 
tional vanity; but the historian of the Roman empire is neither 
invited, nor compelled, to pursue the obscure and barren series of 
their annals. m The Goths of Spain were separated from the rest 
of mankind by the lofty ridge of the Pyrenoor.n mountains: their 
manners and institutions, as far as they were common to the Ger· 
manic tribes, have been already explained. I have anticipated, 
in the preceding chapter, the most important of their ecclesiastical 
events, the fall of Arianism, and the persecution of the Jews; and 
it only remains to observe some interesting circumstances which 
relate to the civil and ecclesiastical constitation of the Spanish 
kingdom. 

After their conversion from idolatry or h.eresy, the Franks and 
the Visigoths were disposed to embrace, with e,qmu submission, 
the inherent evils, and the accidenta~ bem"fits, (jj superstition . 

• 1'his remarkable pIlBiage was publislu'J in l'779.-lIL 
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But tho prelates uf France, long before the extinction of the 
Merovingian race, had degenerated into fighting and hunting bar
barians. They disdained the use of synods; forgot the laws of 
temperance and chastity; and prefered the indulgence of private 
a.mbition and luxury to the general interest of thc sacrcdotal pro
fession. 123 rfhe bishops of Spain respected themselves, and were 
respected by the public j their indissoluble union disguised their 
vices, and confirmed their authority; and the regular discipline 
of the church introduced peace, order, and stability, into the 
government of the state. From the reign of Recmed, the first 
Catholic king, to that of Witiza, the immediate predecessor of the 
unfortunate Roderic, sixteen national councils wcre successively 
convened. The six metropolitans, Toledo, Seville, :l\Icrida, Braga, 
Tarl'agona, and Narbonne, presided according to their respective 
seniority; the assembly was composed of their-suffragan bishops, 
who appeared in person, or by their proxies; and a place was 
assigned to the most holy or opulent of the Spanish abbots. Dur
ing the first three days of the convocation, as long as they agitated 
the ecclesiastical questions of doctrine and discipline, the profane 
laity was excluded from their debates; which were conducted, 
however, with dccent solemnity. But, on the morning of the 
fourth day, the doors were thrown open for the entrance of the 
great officers of the palace, the dukes and counts of the provinces, 
the judges of the cities, and the Gothic nobles, and the decrees of 
Heaven were ratified by the consent of the people. '1'he same 
rules were observed in the provincial assemblies, the annual 
synods, which were empowered to hear complaints, and to redress 
grievances; altd a legal government was supported by the prevail
ing influence of the Spanish clergy. The bishops, who, in each 
revolution, were prepared to flatter the victorious, and to insult the 
prostrate, labored, with diligence and success, to kindle the flames 
of persecution, and to exalt the mitre above the crown.. Yet the 
national councils of Toledo, in which the free spirit of the bar
barians was tempered and guided by episcopal policy, have 
established some prudent laws for the common benefit of the king 
and people. The vacancy of the throne was supplied by the 
choice of the bishops and palatines; and, after the failure of the 
line of Alaric, the regal dignity was still limited to the pure and 
noble blood of the Goths. The clergy, who anointed their lawful 
prince, always recommended, and sometimes practised, the duty 
of all~giance; and the spiritual censures were denounced on the 
l!~ds of the impious subjects, who should resist his authority, 
conspire against his life, or violate, by an indecent union, the 
chastity even of his widow. But the monarch himself, when be 
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ascended the throne, was hound by a reciprocal oath to God and hi" 
people, that he would faithfully execute his important trust. The 
real or imaginary faults of his administration were subject to the 
control of a powerful aristocracy; and the bishops and palatines 
were guarded by a fundamental privilege, that they should not be 
degraded, imprisoned, tortured, nor punished with death, exile, or 
confiscation, unless by the free and public judhJTIlent of their 
peers. 124 

One of these legislative councils of Toledo examined and ratified 
the code of laws which had been compiled by a succession of 
Gothic kings, from the fierce Euric, to the devout Egica. As long 
as the Visigoths themselves were satisfied with the rude customs 
of their ancestors, they indulged their subjects of Aquitain and 
Spain in the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gradual improve
ment in arts, in policy, and at length in religion, encouraged 
them to imitate, and to supersede, these foreign institutions; -and 
to compose a code of civil and criminal jurisprudence, for the use 
of a great and united people. The same obligations, and the same 
privileges, were communicated to the nations of the Spanish 
monarchy: and the conquerors, insensibly renouncing the Teutonic 
idiom, submitted to the restraints of equity, and exalted the 
Romans to the participation of freedom. The merit of this im
partial policy was enhanced by the situation of Spain under the 
reign of the Visigoths. The provincials were long separated from 
their Arian masters by the irreconcilable difference of religion. 
After the conversion of Recared had removed the pl·ejudices of 
the Catholics, the coasts, both of the Ocean and :Mediterranean, 
were still possessed by the Eastern emperors; who secretlyex
cited a discontented people to reject the yoke of the barbarians, 
and to assert the name and dignity of Roman citizens. The allegi
ance of doubtful subjects is indeed most effectually secured by 
their own persuasion, that they hazard more in a revolt, than they 
can hope to obtain by a revolution; but it has appeared so natural 
to oppress those whom we hate and fear, that the contrary system 
well deserves the praise of wisdom and moderation. 125 

While the kingdoms of the Franks and Visigoths were estab
lished in Gaul and Spain, the Saxons achieved the conquest of 
Britain, the third great diocese of the Prrefeeture of the West. 
Since Britain was already separated from the Roman empire, I 
might, without reproach, decline a story familiar to the most 
illiterate, and obscure to the most learned, of my readers. The 
Saxons, who excelled in the use of the oar, or the battle-axe, were 
ignorant of the art which could alone perpetuate the fame of 
their exploits; the Provi~2ials, relapsing into barbarism, neg' 
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iected to dcscdbe the ruin of their country; and tbe doubtful 
tradition was almost extinguished, before the missionaries of Rome 
restored the light of science and Christianity. '1'he declamations 
of Gildas, the fragments, or fables, of Nennius, the obscure hints 
of the Saxon laws and chronicles, and the ecclesiastical tales of 
the venerable Bede, m have been illustrated by the diligence and 
sometiQles embellished by the fancy, of succeeding writers, whose 
works I am not ambitious either to censure or to transcribe. 127 

Yet the historian of the empire may be tempted to pursue the 
revolutions of a Roman province, till it vanishes from his sight; 
and an Englishman may curiously trace the establisllment of the 
barbarians, from whom he derives his name, his laws, and per
haps his origin. 

About forty years after the dissolution of t.he Roman govern
ment, Vortigern appears to have obtained the supreme, though 
precarious, command of the princes and cities of Britain. That 
unfortunate monarch has been almost unanimously condemned for 
the weak and mischievous policy of inviting 128 a formidable 
stranger, to repel the vexatious inroads of a domestic foe. His 
ambassadors are despatched, by the gravest historians, to the 
coast of Germany: they address a pathetic oration to the general 
assembly of the Saxons, and those warlike barbarians resolve to 
assist with a fieet and army the suppliants of a distant and un
known island. If Britain had indeed been utJknown to the Sax
ons, the measure of its calamities would have been less complete. 
But the strength of the Roman government could not always 
guard the maritime province against the pirates of Germany; the 
independent and divided states were' exposed to tllCit attacks; 
and the Saxons might sometimes join the Scots and the Picts, in a 
tacit, or express, confederacy of rapine and destruction. Vorti
gern could only balance the various perils, which assaulted on 
every side his throne and his people; and his policy may deserve 
either praise or excuse, if he preferred the alliance of those barba
rians, whose naval power rendered them the most dangerous ene
mies, and the most serviceable allies. Hengist and Horsa, as they 
ranged along the Eastern coast with three ships, were engaged, 
by the promise of ~n ample stipend, to embrace the defence of 
Britain; and their intrepid valor soon delivered the country from 
the Caledonian invaders. The Isle of Th::met, a secure and fertile 
district, was allotted for the residence of these Gennan auxiliaries, 
and they were supplied, according to the treaty, with a plentifui. 
allowance of clothing and provisions. This favorable reception 
encouraged five thousand warriors to embark with their families 
in seventeen vessels, and the infani power of Hengist was fortified 
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by this strong and seasonable re-enforcement. The crafty har
barian suggested to Vortig~rn the obvious advantage of fixing, 
in the neighborhood of the Picts, a colony of faithful allies: 8 
third fleet of forty ships, under the command of his son and 
nephew, sailed from Germany, ravaged the Orkneys, and disem
barked a new army on the coast of Northumberland, or Lothian, 
at the opposite extremity of the devoted land. It was easy to 
foresee, but it was impossible to prevent, the impending evils. 
Thp, two nations were soon divided and exasperated by mutual 
jealousies. The Saxons magnified all that they had done and suf
fered in the cause of an ungrateful people; while the Britons re
gretted the liberal rewards which could not satisfy the avarice of 
those haughty mercenaries. The causes of fear and hatred were 
inflamed into an irreconcilable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms j 
and if they perpetrated a treacherous massacre during the security 
of a feast, they destroyed the reciprocal confidence which sus
tains the intercourse of peace and war. 129 

Hengist, who boldly aspired to the conquest of Britain, ex
horted his countrymen to embrace the glorious opportunity: he 
painted in lively colors the fertility of the soil, the wealth of the 
cities, the pusillanimous temper of the natives, and the conven
ient situation of a spacious solitary island, accessible on all sides 
to the Saxon fleets The successive colonies which issued, in 
the period of a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the Weser, 
and the Rhine, were principally composed of three valiant tribes 
or nations of Germany; the Jutes,. the old Saxons, and the Angles. 
The Jutes, who fought under the peculiar banner of Hengist, as
sumed the merit of leading their countrymen in the paths of 
glory, and of erecting, in Kent, the first independent kingdom. 
The fame of the enterprise was attributed to the primitive Sax
Qns; and the common laws and language of the conquerors are 
described by the national appellation of a people, which, at the 
end of four hundred years, produced the first monarchs of South 
Britain. '1'he Angles were distinguished by their numbers and 
their success; and they claimed the honor of fixing a perpetual 
name on the country, of which they occupied the most ample por
tion. The barbarians, who followed the hopes of rapine either on 
the land or sea, were insensibly blended with this triple confed
eracy; the Frisians, who had been "tempted by their vicinity to 
the British shores, might balance, during a short space, the 
strength and reputation of the native Saxons; the Danes, the 
Prus3irtn8, the Rugians, are faintly described; and so~e adven
turous Huns, who had wandered as far as the Baltic, might em
bark on board the German vesselsj for the conquest of a neW 
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world. m But this arduous achievement was not prepared or exe
cuted by the union of national powers. Each intrepid chieftain, 
according to the measure of his fame and fortunes, assembled his 
followers j equipped a fleet of three, or perhaps of sixty, vessels; 
..:hose the place of the attack; and conducted his subsequent 
Dperations according to the events of the war, and the dictates of 
his private interest. In the invasion of Britain many heroes van
quished and fell,; but onJy seven victorious leaders assumed, or 
at least maintained, the title of kings. Seven independent 
thrones, the Sa",on Heptarchy, * were founded by the conquerors, 
and seven families, one of which has been continued, by femalo 
succession, to our present sovereign, derived their equal and ~a
cred lineage from Woden, the god of war. It has been pretended, 
that this republic of kings was moderated by a general council 
and a supreme magistrate. But such an artificial scheme of pol
icy is repugnant to the rude and turbulent spirit of the Saxons: 
their laws are silent; and their. imperfect annals afford only a 
dark and bloody prospect of intestine discord. 131 

, 

A monk, who, in the profound ignorance of human life, has 
presumed to exercise the office of historian, strangely disfigures 
the state of Britain at the time of its separation from the Western 
empire. Gildas 13~ describes in florid language the improvements 
of agriculture, the foreign trade which flowed with every tide 
into the 'l'hames and the Severn, the solid and lofty construction 
of 'Public and private edifices; 110 accmes the :sinful luxury of 
the British people; of a people, according to the same writer, 
ignorant of the most simple arts, and incapable, without the aid 
of the Romans, of providing walls of stone, or weapons of iron, 
for the defence of their native land. 133 Under the long dominion 
of the emperors, Britain had been insensibly moulded into the ele
gant and servile form of a Roman province, whose, safety was in
tru<;ted to a foreign power. The subjects of Honorius contpm
plated their new freedom with surprise and terror; they were Jeft 
destitute of any civil or military constitution; and their uncertain 
rulers wanted either skill, or courage, or authority, to direct the 
public force against the common enemy. The introduction of the 
Saxons betrayed their internal weakness, and degraded the char
acter both of the prince and people. Their ('onsternntion magni
fied the danger; the want of union diminished their resources; 

* This term (the lll'ptarchy) mnt~t be rcjected. hcrau!'e an idea i!l con\'('veil thrre
by which is suhstantially wrong, At no one peliod w('re thl're evel'liev 7l'kincdoms 
inde,Pcn<1cnt of each other, PIIIgrun-. vol. i. p, 46, Mr, Sharon Turner has Ihe 
merit or having first confuted the popular notion on this subject. Anglo-Saxon
History, vol. i. p. 80"~ -M. 
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and the madness of civil factions was more solicitous to accuse, 
than to remedy, the evils, which they imputed to the misconduct 
of their adversaries. Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they 
could not be ignorant, of the manufacture or the use of arms; the 
successive and disorderly attacks of the Saxons allowed them to 
recover from their amazement, and the prosperous or adverse 
events of the war added discipline and experience to their native 
valor. ' 

While the continent of Europe and Africa yielded, without reo 
sistance, to the barbarians, the British island, alone and unaided, 
maintained a long, a vigorous, though an unsuccessful, struggle, 
against the formidable pirates, who almost at the same instant, 
assaulted the Northern, the Eastern, and the Southern coasts. 
The cities which had been fortified with skill, were defended with 
resolution; the advantages of ground, hills, forests, and morass
es, were diligently improved by the inhabitants; the conquest 
of each district was purchased ,yith blood; and the defeats of the 
Saxons are str~:mgly attested by the discreet silence of their annalist. 
Hengist might hope to achieve the conquest of Britain; but his 
ambition, in an active reign of thirty-five years, was confined to 
the possession of Kent; and the numerOU3 colony which he h:::1 
planted in the North, was extirpated by the sword of the Britons. 
The monarchy of the West Saxons was laboriously founded by the 
persevering efforts of three martial generations. The life of Cer
die, one of the' bravest of the children of Woden,was consumed 
in the conquest of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight; hnd the 
loss which he sustained in the battle of :l\1ount Badon. reduced 
him to a state of inglorious repose. Kenric, his valiant son, ad
vanced into Wiltshire; besieged Salisbury, at that time seated on 
a cummanding eminence; and vanquished all army which advanced 
to the relief oi-,the city. In the subsequent battle of ~Iarlborough, IS4 

his British enemies displayed their military science. Their troops 
were formed in three lines; each line consisted of three distinct 
bodies, and the cavalry, the archers, and the pikemcn, were dis
tributed according to the principles of Roman tactics. The Sax
ons charged in Ol1e weighty column, boldly encountered with their 
short swords the long lances of the Britons, and maintained an 
equal conflict till the approach of night. Two decisive victories, 
the death of three British kings, and the reduction of Cirencester, 
Bath, and Gloucester, established the fame and power of Ceaulin, 
the grandson of Cerdic, who carried his victorious arms to the 
banks of the Severn. . 

After a war of a hundred years, the independent Britons stm 
occupied the whole extent of the Western coast, from the wall of 



617 OF THE RO~IAN EMPIRE. 

Antoninus to the extreme promonotory of Cornwall; and the 
principal cities of the inland country still opposed the arms of the 
barbarians. Resistance became more languid, as the number and 
boldness of the assailants continually increased. Winning their 
way by slow and painful efforts, the Saxons, the Angles, and their 
various confederates, advanccd from the North, from the East, 
and from the South, till their victorious banners were united in 
the centre of the island. Beyond the Severn the Britons still as
serted their national freedom, which survived the heptarchy, and 
even the monarchy, of the Saxons. The bravest warriors, who 
preferred exile to slavery, found a secure refuge in the mountains 
of Wales: the reluctant submission of Cornwall was delayed for 
some ages; m and a band of fugitives acquired a settlement in 
Gaul, by their own valor, or the liberality of the Merovingian 
kings. 136 The Western angle of Armorica acquired the new ap
pellations of Cornwall, and the Lesser Britain; and the vacant 
lands of the Osismii were filled by a strange people, who, under the 
authority of their counts and bishops, preserved the laws and 
language of their ancestors. To the feeble descendants of Clovis 
and Charlemagne, the Britons of Armorica refused the customary 
triuute, subdued the neighboring dioceses of Vannes, Rennes, and 
N ante::;, and formed a powerful, though vassal state, which has 
been united to the crown of France. 137 

In a century of perpetual, or at least, imphcablc, war, much 
courage and some skill, must have been exerted for the defence 
of Britain. Yet if the memory of its champions is almost buried 
in oblivion, we need not repine ; since every age, however des
titute of science or virtue, sufficiently abounds with acts of 
blood and military renown. The tomb of Vortimer, the son of 
Vortigern, was erected on the margin of the sea-shore, as a 
landmark formidable to the Sn.xons, whom he had thrice van
quished in the fields of Ken't. Ambrosius Aurelian was de
scended from a noble family of Romans j 138 his modesty was 
equal to his valor, and his valor, till the last fatal action,139 was 
crowned with splendid success. But every British name is ef
faced by the illustrious name of ARTllUR, HO the hereditary 
prince of the Silures, in South Wales, and the elective king or 
general of the nation. According to the most rational account, 
he defc<l.tec1, in twelve successive battles, the Angles of the North, 
and the Saxons of the West; but the declining age of the hero 
was imbittered by popular ingratitude and domestic misfortunes. 
The events of his life are less interesting than the singular revolu
tions of his fame. During a period of five hundred years the tra
dition of his exploits was preserved, and rudely embellished, by 
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the obscure bards of Wales and Armorica, who were odious to the 
Saxons, and unknown to the rest of mankind. The pride and 
curiosity of the Norman conquerors prompted them to inquire into 
the ancient history of llritain; they listened with fond credulity 
to the tale of Arthur, and eagerlyapplautled the merit of a prince 
who had triumphed over the Raxons, their common enemies. His 
romance, transcribed in the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and 
afterwards translated into the fashionable idiom of the times, was 
endched with the various, though incoherent, ornaments, which 
were familiar to the experience, the learning, or the fancy, of the 
twelfth century. The progress of a Phrygian colony, from the 
Tyber to the Thames, was easily' engrafied on the fable of the 
1Eneid j and the royal ancestors of Arthur deriverl their origin from 
Troy, and claimed their alliance with the emsars. His trophies 
were decorated with captive provinces and Imperial titles; and 
his Danish victories avenged the recent injuries of his country. 
The gallantry and superstition of the British hero, his feasts and 
tournaments, and the memorable institution of his Knights of the 
Round Table, were faithfully copied from the reigning manners 
of chivalry j and the fabulous exploits of Uther's son appear less 
iucredible than the adventures which were achieved by the enter
prising valor of the Normans. Pilgrimage, and the holy wars, 
introduced into Europe the specious miracles of Arabian magic. 
Fairies, and giants, flying dragons, and enchanted palaces, were 
blended with the more simple fictions of the West j and the fate 
of Britain depended on the art, or the predictions, of Merlin. 
Every nation embraced and adorned the popular romance of 
Arthur, and the Knights of the Round Table: their names were 
celebrated in Greece and Italy; and the voluminous tales of Sir 
Lancelot and Sir Tristram were devoutly studied by the princes 
and nobles, who disregarded the genuine heroes and historians of 
antiquity. At length the light of science and reason was re
kind led j the talisma~ was broken; the visionary fabric melted 
into air; and, by a natural; though unjust, reverse of the public 
opinion, the severity of the present age is inclined to question 
the existence of Arthur. 141 

Resistance, if it cannot avert, must increase the miseries of con· 
quest; and conquest has never appeared more dreadful and de
structive than in the hands of the Saxons j who hated the valor 
of their enemies, disdained the faith of treaties, and violated, 
without remorse, the most sacred objects of the Christian wor· 
ship. The fields of battle might be traced, almost in every dis
trict, by monuments of bones; the fragments of falling towers 
were stained with blood ; the last of the Britons, without distin~ 



OF TIlE ROMAN EMPIltE. 6H) 

tion of age or sex, was massacred,142 in the ruins of Anderida ; 143 

and the repetition of such calamities was frequent and familiar 
under the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the laws and 
language, which the Romans had so carefully planted in Britain, 
were extirpated by their barbarous successors. After the destruc
tion of the principal churches, the bishops, who had declined tho 
crown of martyrdom, retired with the holy relics into Wales and 
Armorica; the remains of their flocks were left destitute of any 
spiritual food; the practice, and even the remembrance, of Chris
tianity were abolished j and the British clergy might obtain some 
comfort from the damnation of the idolatrous strangers. The 
kings of France maintained the privileges of their Roman sub
jects; but the ferocious Saxons trampled on the laws of Rome, 
and of the emperors. The proceedings of civil and criminal ju
risdiction, the titles of honor, the forms of office, the ranks of so
ciety, and even the domestic rights of marriage, testament, and 
inheritance, were finally suppressed; and the indiscriminate 
crowd of noble and plebeian slaves was governed by the tradition
ary customs, which had been coarsely framed for the shepherds 
and pirates of Germany. The language of science, of business, 
and of conversation, which had been introduced by the Romans, 
was lost in the general desolation. A sufficient number of Latin 
or Celtic words might be assumed by the Germans to express their 
new wants and ideas; 1H but those illiterate Pagans preserved and 
established the use of their national dialect. 146 Almost every 
name, conspicuous either in the church or state, reveals its 'reu
tonic origin; 146 and the geography of England was universally 
inscribed with foreign characters and appellations. The example 
of a revolution, so rapid and so complete, may not easily be found; 

_but it will excite a probable suspicion, that the arts of Rome were 
less deeply rooted in Briton than in Gaul or Sp~in ; and that. the 
native rudeness of the country and its inhabitants was covered by 
a thin varnish of Italian manners. 

This strange alteration has persuaded historians, and even phi
losophers, that the Provincials of Britain were totally extermi
nated ; and that the vacant land was again peopled by the perpet
ual influx, and rapid increase, of the German colonies. Three 
hundred thousand Saxons are said to have obeyed the summons of 
Hengist ; 1H the entire emigration of the Angies was attested, in 
the age of Bede, by the solitude of their native country; as and 
our experience has shown the free propagation of the human race, 
if they are cast on a fruitful wilderness, where their steps are 
unclJnfined, and their subsistence is plentiful. The Saxon king
doms aisplayed the face of recent discovery and cultivation; the 
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towns were small, the villages were distant; the husbandry was 
languid and unskilful; four sheep were equivalent to an acre of 
the best land; 149 an ample space of wood and morass was resigned 
to the vague dominion of nature ; and the modern bishopric of Dur
ham, the whole territory from the Tyne to the Tees, had returned 
to its primitive state of a savag(i} and solitary forest.15o Such im
perfect population might have been supplied, in some genera
tions, by the English colonies j but neither reason nor facts can 
justify the unnatural supposition, that the Saxons of Britain re
mained alone in the desert which they had subdued. After the 
sanguinary barbarians had secured their dominion, and gratified 
their revenge, it was their interest to preserve the peasants, as 
well as the cattle, of the unresisting country. In each successive 
revolution, the patient herd becomes the property of its new mas
ters; and the salutary compact of food and labor is silently rati
fied by their mutual necessities. Wilfrid, the apostle of Sussex, If>1 

accepted from his royal convert, the gift of the peninsula 'of Sel
Fley, near Chichester, with the persons and property of its inhabi
tants, who then amounted to eighty-seven families. He released 
them at once from spiritual and temporal bondage; and two hun
dred and fifty slaves of both sexes were baptized by their indul
gent master. The kingdom of Sussex, which spread from the sea 
to the Thames, contained seven thou~and families; twelve hun
dred were ascribed to the Isle of Wight; and, if we multiply this 
vague computation, it may seem probable, that England was culti
vated by a million of servants, or villains, who were attached to 
the estates of their arbitrary landlords. The indigent barbarians 
were often tempted to sell their children or themselves into per
petual, and even foreign, bondage ; 152 yet, the special exemptions, 
which were granted to national slaves,153 sufficiently declare that 
they were much ,less numerous than the strangers and captives, 
who had lost their liberty, or changed their masters, by the acci
dents of war. ·When time and religion had mitigated the fierce 
spirit of the Anglo-Sa-xons, the laws encouraged the frequent prac
tice of manumission; and their subjects, of Welsh or Cambrian 
extraction, assumed the respectablo station of inferior freemen, 
possessed of lands, and entitled to the rights of civil society. 15& 
Such gentle treatment might secure the allegiance of flo fierce 
people, who had been recently subdued on the confines of Wales 
and Cornwall. The sage Ina, the legislator of 'Vessex, united the 
two nations in the bands of domestic alliance ~ and four British 
lords of Somersetshire may be honorably distinguished in the 
court of a Saxon monarch. m 

The independent Britons appear to have relapsed into the state 
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of original barbarism, from whence they had been imperfectly re
claimed. ~eparated by their enemies from the rest of mankind, 
they soon became an object of scandal and abhorrence to the Cath
olic world. 156 Christianity was still professed in the mountains of 
Wales; but the rude schismatics, in theform of the clerical ton
sure, and in the day of the celebration of Easter, obstinately re
sisted the imperious mandates of the Roman pontiffs. The use 
-::>f the Latin language was insensihly abolished, and the Britons 
were deprived of the arts and learning which Italy communicated 
to her Saxon proselytes. In Wales and Armorica, the Celtic 
tongue, the native idiom of the West, was preserved and propa
gated; and the Bards, who had been the companions of the 
Druids, were still protected, in the sixteenth century, by the laws 
of Elizabeth. Their chief, a respectable officer of the courts of 
Pengwern, or A berfraw, or Caermarthen, accompanied the king's 
servants to war: the monarchy of the Britons, which he sung in 
the front of battle, excited their courage, and justified their dep
redations; and the songster claimed for his legitimate prize the 
fairest heifer of the spoil. His subordinate ministers, the masters 
and disciples of vocal and instrumental music, visited, in their 
respective circuits, the royal, the noble, and the plebeian houses; 
and the public poverty, almost exhausted by the clergy, was op
pressed by the importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
and merit were ascertained by solemn trials, and the strong belief 
of supernatural inspiration exalted the fancy' of the poet, and of 
his audience.1&7 The last retreats of Celtic freedom, the extreme 
territories of Gaul and Britain, were less adapted to agriculture 
than to pasturage ~ the wealth of tlle Britons consisted in their 
flocks and herds; milk and flesh were their ordinary food; and 
bread was sometimes esteemed, or rejected, as a foreign luxury. 
Liberty had peopled the mountains of Wales and the morasses of 
Armorica; but their populousness has been maliciously ascribed 
to the loose practice of polygamy j and the houses of these licen
tious barbarians have been supposed to contain ten wives, and· 
perhaps fifty children. 1~8 Their disposition was rash and chol
~ric ; they were bold in action and in speech j !~9 and as they were 
~gnorant of the arts of peace, they aJternately indu1ged their pas
;;ions in foreign and domestic war. The cavalry of Armorica, the 
r;pQUrmen of Gwent, and the archers of Mcrioneth, were equally 
iormidable j but their poverty could seldom procure either shields 
~r helmets j and the inconvenient weight would have retarded 
i.he speed and Ilgilit.y of their desultory operations. One of the 
lSreatest of the English monarchs was requested to satisfy the cu
i'iosity of a Gteek em:{>eror conc~J;ning the stat~ of Britain; 8nd 
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Henry n. could assert, from his personal experience, that WaleI 
was inhabited by a race of naked warriors, who encountered, 
without fear, the defensive armor of their enemies.IGO 

By the revolution of Britain, the limits of science, as well as of 
empire, were contracted. The dark cloud, which had been cleared 
by the Phamician discoveries, and finally dispelled by the arms of 
Cresar, again settled on the shores of the Atlantic, and a Roman 
province was again lost among the fabulous Islands of the Ocean. 
One hundred and fifty years after the reign of Honorius, the 
gravest historian of the times 161 describes the wonders of a remote 
isle, whose eastern and western parts are divided by an antique 
wall, the boundary of life and death, Of, more properly, oj truth 
and fiction. Tho east is a fair country, inhabited by a civilized 
people: the air is healthy, the waters are pure and plentiful, 
and the earth yields her regular and fruitful increase. In the 
west, beyond the wall, the air is infectious and mortal; the 
ground is covered with serpents; and this dreary solitude is the 
region of departed spirits, who are transported from the opposite 
shores in substantial boats, and by living rowers. Some families 
of fishermen, the subjects of the Franks, are excused from tribute, 
in consideration of the mysterious office which is performed by 
these Charons of the ocean. Each, in his turn, is summoned, at 
the hour of midnight, to hear the voices, and even'the names, of 
the ghosts: he is sensible of their weight, and he feels himself 
impelled by an unknown, but irresistible power. After this 
dream of fancy, we read with astonishment, that the name of this 
island is Brittia, / that it lies in the ocean, against the mouth of 
the Rhine: and less than thirty miles from the continent; that it 
is possessed by three nations, the Frisians, the Angles, and th6 
Britons; and that some Angles had appeared at Constantinople, 
in the train of the French ambassadors. From these ambassadors 
Procopius might be informed of a singular, though not improba
ble, adventure, which announces the spirit, rather than the delicacy, 
of an English heroine. She had be~n betrothed to Radiger, king 
of the Varni, a tribe of Germans who touched the ocean and the 
Rhine; but the perfidious lover was tempted, by motives of poI
icy, to prefer his father's widow, the sister of Theodebert, king 
of the Franks. 182 The forsaken princess of the Angles, instead 
of bewailing, revenged her disgrace. Her warlike subjects are 
said to have been ignorant of the usc, and even of the form, of a 
horse; but she boldly sailed from Britain to the mouth of the 
Rhine, with a fleet of four hundred S'hips, and an army of one 
hundred thousancl men. After the loss of a battle, the captIve 
Radiger implored the mercy of his victorious bride, who genef" 
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ously pardoned his offence, dismissed her rival, and compelled 
the king of the Varni to discharge with honor and fidelity the 
duties of a husband. 163 This gallant exploit appears to be the last 
naval enterprise of the Anglo-Saxons. The arts of navigation, by 
which they acquired the empire of Britain and of the sea, wero 
soon neglected by the indolent barbarians, who supinely renounced 
all the commercial advantages of their insular situation. Seven 
independent kingdoms were agitated by perpetual discord; and 
the British world was seldom connected, either in peace or war, 
with the nations of the Continent. 164 

I have now accomplished the laborious narrative of the decline 
und fall of the Roman empire, from the fortunate age of Trajan 
and the Antonines, to its total extinction in the West, about five 
centuries after the Christian rem. At that unhappy period, the 
Saxons fiercely struggled with the natives for the possession of 
Britain: Gaul and Spain were divided between the powerful 
monarchies of the Franks and Visigoths, and the dependent king
doms of the Suevi and Burgundians: Africa was exposed to the 
cruel persecution of the Vandals, and the savage insults of the 
Moors: Rome and Italy, as far as the banks of the Danube, were 
afflicted by an army of barbarian mercenaries, whose lawless tyr
anny was succeeded by the reign of Theodoric the Ostrogoth. 
All the subjects of the empire, who, by the use· of the Latin 
language, more particularly deserved the name and privileges of 
Romans, were oppressed by the disgrace and ca1amities of foreign 
conquest; and the victorious nations of Germany established a 
new system of manners and government in the western countries 
of Europe. The majesty of Rome was faintly represented by the 
princes of Constantinople, the feeble and imaginary successors of 
Augustus. Yet they continued to reign over the East, from the 
Danube to the Nile and Tigris; the Gothic and Vandal kingdoms 
Df Italy and Africa were subverted by the arms of Justinian; and 
the history of the Greek emperors may still afford a long series of 
instructive lessons, and interesting revolutions. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE FALL OF THE 
ROMAN EMPIRE IN THE WEST. 

THE Greeks, after their country had been reduced into a prov~ 
ince, imputed the triumphs of Rome, not to t he merit, but to the 
FORTUNE, of the republic. The inconstant goddess, who so blindly 
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distributes and resumes her favors, had n01JJ consented (such was 
the language of envious flattery) to resign her wings, to deEcend 
from her' globe, and to fix her firm and immutable throne on the 
banks of the Tyber.l A wiser Greek, who has composed, with a 
philosophic spirit, the memorable history of his own times, de.. 
prived his countrymen of this vain and delusive comfort, by 
opening to their view the deep foundations of the greatness of 
Rome. ~ -The fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the 
state, was confirmed by the habits of education, and the preju
dices of religion. Honor, as well as virtue, was the principle of 
the republic j the ambitious citizens labored to deserve the solemn 
glories of a triumph j and the ardor of the Roman youth was 
kindled into active emulation, as often as they beheld the do
mestic images of their ancestors. 3 The temperate struggles of the 
patricians and plebeians had finally established the firm and equal 
balance of the constitution; which united the freedom of popular 
assemblies, with the authority and wisdom of a senate, and the 
executive powers of a regal magistrate. When the consul dis
played the standard of the republic, each citizen bound himself, 
by the obligation -of an oath, to draw his sword in the cause of 
his country, till he had discharged the sacred duty by a military 
service of ten years. This wise institution continually poured 
into the field the rising generations of freemen and soldiers; and 
their numbers were re-enforced by the warlike and populous states 
of Italy, who, after a brave re?istance, had yielded to the valor, 
and embraced the alliance, of the Romans. The sage historian, 
who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio, and beheld the ruin 
of Carthage,4 has accurately described their military system; 
their levies, arms, exercises, subordination, marches, encamp
ments; and the invincible legion, superior in active strength to 
the ~[acedonian phalanx of Philip and Alexander. From these 
institutions of peace and war, Polybius has deduced the spirit and 
'success of a people, incapable of fear, and impatient of repose. 
The ambitious design of conquest, which might have been de
feated by the seasonable conspiracy of mankind, was attempted 
and achieved j and the perpetual violation of justice was main
tained by the political virtues of prudence and courage. The 
arms of the republic sometimes vanquished in battle, always vic. 
torious in war, advanced with rapid steps to the Euphrates, the 
Danube, the Rhine, and the Ocean; and the images of gold, or 
silver, or brass, that might serve to represent the nations and 
their kings, were successively broken by the iron monarchy of 
Rome. 6 

The rise of a cit.y, which swelled into an empire, may deserve, as 
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8 singular prorligy, the reflection of a pl1i1osophic mind. But the 
decline of Rome was the natural and ine\ ittthle effect of immod
erate greatness. Prosperity ripened the prineiple of decay j the 
tauses of destruction multiplied with the extent of conquest; and 
as soon as time or accident had removed the artificial supports, 
the stupendous fabric ylelded to the pressure of its own weight. 
The story of its ruin is simple and obvious; and inst£'ud of in
quiring why the Roman empire was destroyed, we should rather 
be surprised that it had subsist~d so long. The victorious le
gions, who, in distant wars, had acquired the vices of strangers 
and mercenaries, first oppressed the freedom of the republic, and 
afterwards violated the majesty of the purple. The emperors, 
anxious for their personal safety and the public peace, were re
duced to the base expedient of corrupting the disc:pline which 
rendered them alike formidable to their sovereign and to the en
emy; the vigor of the military government was relaxed, and 
finally dissolved, by the partial institutions of Constantine; and 
the Roman worId was overwhelmed by a deluge of barbarians. 

The decay of Rome has been frequently ascribed to the transla
tion of the seat of empire j but this History has already shown, 
that the powers of governm~nt were divided, rather tl1an removed. 
The throne of Constantinople was erected in the East; whilst the 
)Vest was still possessed by a series of emperors who held their 
residence in Italy. and claimed their equal inheritance of the lc
gions and provinces. This dangerous nqvelty impaired the 
strength, and fomented the vices, of a double reign: the instru
ments of an oppressive and arbitrary system were multiplied; and 
a vain emulation of luxury, not of merit, was introduced and sup
ported between the degenerate successors of Theodosius. Ex
treme distress, which unites the virtue of a free people, imbitters 
the factions of a declining monarchy. The hostile favorites of 
Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the republic to its common ('ne
mies; and the Byzantine court beheld with indifference, per
haps with pleasure, the disgrace of Rome, the misfortunes of 
Italy, and the loss of the West. Under the succeeding reigns, 
the amance of the two empires was restored; bul the aid of the 
Oriental Romans was tardy, doubtful, and ineffectual; and the 
national schism of the Greeks and Latins was enlarged by the 
perpetual difference of language and manners, of interests, and 
even of religion. Yet the salutary event approved in some meas
Ufe the judgment of Constantine. During a long period of decay, 
his impregnable city repelled the victorious armies of barbarians, 
protected the wealth of Asia, and commanded, both in peace and 
war, the important straits which connect the Euxine and ~Iedi· 
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tCrranean ""eas. The foundation of Constantinople more essen
tially contributed to_ the preservation of the East than to the ruin 
of the West. 

As the happiness of a fttture life is the great object of religion, 
we may hear without surprise or scandal, that the introduction, 
or at least the abuse, of Christianity had some influence on the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. The clergy successfully 
preached the doctrines of patience and pusillanimity: the active 
virtues of society were discouraged j and the last remains of mili
t.ary spirit were buried in the cloister: a large portion of public 
and private wealth was consecrated to the specious demands 
of charity and devotion j and the soldiers' pay was lavished 
on the useless multitudes of both sexes, who could only plead 
the' merits of abstinence and chastity.* Faith, zeal, curiosity, 
and the more earthly passions of malice and ambition, kindled 
the flame of theological discord j the church, and even the 
state, were distracted by religious factions, wpose conflicts 
were sometimes bloody, and always implacable;_ the atten
tion of the emperors was diverted from camps to synods; the 
Roman world was oppressed by a new species of tyranny j and 
the persecuted sects became the secret enemies of their country. 
Yet, party spirit, however pernicious or absurd, is a principle of 
union as well as of dissension. The bishops, from eighteen hun
dred pulpits, inculcated the (luty of passive obedience to a lawful 
and orthodox sovereign; their frequent assemblies and perpetual 
correspondence, maintained the communion of distant churches; 
and the benevolent temper of the gospel was strengthened, though 
confined, by the spiritual alliance of the Catholics. The sacred 
indolence of the monks was devoutly embracpd by a servile and 
effeminate age j but if superstition had not afforded a decent re
treat, the same vices would have tempted the unworthy Romans 
to desert, from baser motives, the standard of the republic. Re
ligious precepts !Ire easily obeyed, which indulge and sanctify the 
natural inclinations of their votaries; but the pure and genuine 
influence of Christianity may be traced in its beneficial, though 
imperfect, effects on the barbarian proselytes of the North. If 
the decline of the Roman empire was hastened by the conversion 
of Constantine, his victorious religion broke the violence of the 
fall, and mollified the ferocious temper of the conquerors. 

This awful revolution may be .usefully applied to the instruction 

* It might he a curious speculation, how far the purer morals of the genuine and 
more active Christians may have compem.ated. in the populatIOn of the Roman 
~J~);C' for the secession of such numbers into inactive and nnproductive celibacy 
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of the present age. It is the duty of a patriot to prefer and pro
mote the exclusive interest and glory of his native country: but a 
philosopher may be permitted to enlarge his views, and to con. 
sider Europe as <;lne great l'epublic, whose various inl1abitant~ 
have attained almost the same level of politeness and cultivation. 
The balance of power will continue to fluctuate, and the pros 
perityof our own, or the neighboring kine,doms, may be alter 
uately exalted or depressed; but these partial events canno\ 
essentially injure our general state of happiness, the system of 
arts, and laws, and manners, which so advantageously distin
guish, above the rest of mankind, the Europeans and their colo
nies. The savage nations of the globe are the common enemies of 
eivilized society; and we may inquire, with anxious curiosity, 
whether Europe is st.ill threatened with a. repetition of those ca
1aoities, which formerly oppressed the arms and institutions of 
Rome. Perhaps the same reflections will illustrate the fall of that 
mighty empire, and explain the probable causes of our actual 
security. 

I. The Romans were ignorant of the extent of their danger, 
and the number of their enemies. Beyond the Rhine and Danube, 
the Northern countries of Europe and Asia were filled with innu, 
merable tribes of hunters and shepherds, poor, voracious, and tur 
bulent ; bold in arms, and impatient to ravish the fruits of indus
try. The barbarian world was agitated by the rapid impulse 01 
war; and the peace of Gaul or Italy was shr.ken by the distant 
revolutions of China. The Huns, who fled before a victorious 
enemy, directed their march towards the West; and the torrent 
was swelled by the gradual accession of captives and allies. The 
flying tribes who yielded to the Huns assumed in their turn the 
spirit of conquest; the endless column of barbarians pressed on 
the Roman empire with accumulated weight; and, if the foremost 
were destroyed, the vacant space was instantly replenished by new 
assailants. Such formidable emigrations can no longer issue from 
the North; and the lung repose, which has been imputed to the 
decrease of population, is the happy consequence of the progress 
of arts and agriculture. Instead of some rude villages, thinly 
seattered among its woods and morasses, Germany now produces 
a list of two thousand three hundred walled towns: the Christian 
kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and Poland, have been succes
sively established; and the Hanse merchants, with the Teutonic 
knights, have extended their colonies along the coast of the Bal· 
tic, as far as the Gulf of Finland. From the Gulf of Finland to 
the Eastern Ocean, Russia now assumes the form of a powerful 
and civilized empire. The plough, the loom, and the forge, are 
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introduced on the banks of the Volga, the Oby, and the Lena.; 
and the fiercest of the Tartar hOI'des have been taught to tremble 
and obey. The reign of independent barbarism is now contracted 
to a narrow spall j and the remnant of CalInucks or Uzbecks, 
whose forces may be almost numbered, cannot seriously excIte the 
apprehensions of the great republic of Europe. 6 Yet this appa
rent security should not tempt us to forget, that new enemies, and 
unknown dangers, may possibly arise from some obscure people, 
scarcely visiUle in the map of the world. The Arabs or Saracens, 
who spread their conquests from India to Spain, had languished 
in poverty and contempt, till Mahomet breathed into those savage 
bodies the soul of enthusiasm. 

II. The empire of Rome was firmly established by the singular 
and perfect coalition of its members. The subject nations, resign
ing the hope, and even the wish, of independence, embraced the 
character of Roman citizens j and the provinces of the West were 
reluctantly torn hy the barbarians from the bosom of their mother 
country. 1 But this union was purchased by the loss of national 
freedom and military spirit j and the servile provinces, destitute 
of life and motion, expected their safety from the mercenary 
troops and governors, who were directed by the orders of a dis
tant court. The happiness of a hundred millions depended on 
the personal merit of one or two men, perhaps children, whose 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and despotic power. 
The deepest wounds were inflicted on the empire during the mi
norities of the sons and grandsons of Theodosius; and, after those 
incapable princes seemed to attain the age of manhood, theyaban
doned the church to the bishops, the state to the eunuchs, and the 
provinces to the barbarians. Europe is now divided into twelve 
powerful, though unequal, kingdoms, three respectable common
wealths, and a variety of smaller, though independent, states: 
the chances of royal and ministerial talents are multiplied, at 
least, with the number of its rulers; and a Julian, or Semiramis, 
may reign in the North, while Arcadius and HOllOriUS again slum
ber on the thrones of the South. The abuses of tyranny are re
strained by the mutual influence of fear and shame; republics 
have acquired order and stability; monarchies have imbibed the 
principles of freedom t Of, at least, of moderation; and some sense 
of honor and justice is introduced into the most defective consti
tutions by the general manners of the times. In peace, the pro
gress of knowledge and industry is accelerated by the emulation of 
so many active rivals: in waf, the European forces are exercised 
hy temperate and undecisive contests. If a savage conqueror 
should issue from the deserts of Tartary, he must repeatedly van
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quish the robust peasants of Russia, the numerous armies of Ger
many, the gallant nobles of France, and the intrepid freemen of 
Britain; who, perhaps, might confederate for their common de, 
fence. Should the victorious barbarians carry slavery and deso
lation as far as the Atlantic Ocean, ten thousand vessels would 
transport beyond their Imrsuit the remains of civilized society; 
and Europe would revive and flourish in the American world, 
which is already filled with her colonies and institutions. 8 

III. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and fatigue, fortify the 
strength and courage of barbarians. In every age they have op
pressed the polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and Per
sia, who neglected, and still neglect, to counterbalance these nat
ural powers by the resources of military art. The warlike states 
of antiquity, Greece, Macedonia, and Rome, educated a race of 
soldiers.;- exercised their bodies, disciplined their courage, mul
tiplied their forces by regular evolutions, and converted the iron, 
which they possessed, into strong and serviceable weapons. But 

·this superiority insensibly declined with their laws and manners; 
and the feeble policy of Constantine and his successors armed and 
instructed, for the ruin of the'empire, the rude valor of the bar
barian mercenaries. The military art has been cllanged by the 
invention of gunpowder; which enables man to command the 
two most powerful agents of nature, air and fire. :Mathematics, 
chemistry, mechanics, architecture; have been applied to the ser
vice of war; and the.-adverse parties oppose to each other the 
most elaborate modes of attack and of defence. Historians may 
indignantly observe, that the preparatioIl~ of a siege would found 
and maintain a flourishing colony; II yet we cannot be displeased, 
that the subversion of a city should be a work of cost and diffi
culty; or that an industrious people should be protected by those 
arts, which survive and supply the decay of military virtue. Cannon 
and fortifications now form an impregnable barrier against the 
Tartar horse; and Europe is secure from any future irruption of 
barbarians; since, before they can conquer, they must cease to he 
barbarous. Their gradual advances in the science of war would 
always be accompanied, as we may learn from the example of 
Russia, with a proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy; and they themselves must deserve a place among 
the polished nations whom they subdue. 

Should these speculations be found douhtful or fallacious, 
there still remains a more humhle source of comfort and hope. 
The discoveries of ancient and modern navigators, and the domes
tic history, or tradition, of the most enlightened nations,. reprc
...ent the human 8avaqe~ naked hoth in mind and body, and d~sti, 
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tute of laws, of arts, of ideas, and almost of lan!:,l'llage. 1o From 
this abject condition, perhaps the primitive and universal state of 
man, he has gradually arisen to command the animals, to fertilize 
the earth, to traverse the ocean, and to measure the heavens. His 
progress in the improvement and exercise of his mental and cor
poreal faculties 11 has been irregular and various; infinitely slow 
in the beginning, and increasing by degrees with redoubled veloc
ity: ages of laborious ascent have been followed by a moment of 
rapid downfall; and the several climates of the globe have felt 
the vicissitudes of light and darkness. Yet the experience of 
four thousand years should enlarge our hopes, and diminish our 
apprehensions: we cannot determine to what height the human 
species may aspire in their advances towards perfection; but it 
may safely be presumed, that no people, unless the face of na
ture is changed, will relapse into their original barbarism.. The 
improvements of society may be viewed under a threefold aspect. 
1. The poet or philosopher illustrates his age and COUlltry by the 
efforts of a single mind; but those superior powers of reason or 
fancy are rare and spontaneous productions; and the genius of 
Homer, or Cicero, or Newton, would excite less admiration, if 
they could be created by the will of a prince, or the lessons of a 
preceptor. 2. The benefits of law and policy, of trade and manu
factures, of arts and sciences, pre more solid and permanent: and 
many individuals may be qualified, by education and discipline, 
to promote, in their respective stations, the interest of the com
munity. But this general order is the effect of skill and labor: 

.and the complex machinery may be decayed by time, or injured 
by violence. 3. Fortunately for mankind, the more useful, or, at 
least, mure necessary arts, can be performed without superior tal
ents, or national subordination; without the po\vers of one, or the 
union of many. Each village, each family, each individual, must 
always possess both ability and inclination to perpetuate the use 
of fire 1~ and of metals; the propagation and service of domestic 
animals; the methods of hunting and fishing; the rudiments of 
navigation; the imperfect cultivation of corn, Qr other nutritive 
grain, and the simple practice of the mechanic trades. Private 
genius and public industry may be extirpated; but these hardy 
plants survive the tempest, and strike an everlasting root into the 
most unfavorable soil. The splendid days of Augustus and Tra
jan were eclipsed by a cloud of ignorunce; and the barbarians 
subverted the laws and palaces of Rome. But the scythe, the in
vention or emblem of Saturn,13 still continued annually to mow 
the harvests of Italy; and the human feasts of the Lrestrigons a 

have never been renewed on the coast of Campania. '. 

http:lan!:,l'llage.1o
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Since the first discovery of the arts, war, commerce, and relig
Ious zeal have diffused, among the savages of the Old and New 
Wodd, these inestimable gifts: they have been successively prop
agated; they can never be lost. We may therefore acquiesce in 
the pleasing conclusion, that every age of the world has in
creased, and stilt increases, the real wealth, the happiness, the 
knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of the human ruce.16 
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