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THE DINNER.

THE origin of the flattering testimonial of regard which ‘
was tendered to Mr. Abbot by his friends on quitting his [
editorial post, and which took the form of a C(.mplimcﬁlzlr\' l
Dinner at Young \

Hotel, Boston, on June 25, is sufficiently
éxplained by the following circular : —

i

) ‘

BostoNn, Mass., May 17, 1880. |

DEAR SIR:— l
With the last day of June next, the connection of Mr. Francis E. !

Abbot as editor of ZZ%e

o
[ndexr terminates. We who, like so many

others. have been interested in the success and influence of that

paper, who have observed how intimately blended with it have been
Mr. Abbot’s life and efforts for the ten years of its existence, and who
!

vet beautiful character, desire now to give him the honor and his many

have been warmly attached to him under the spell of his strong, manly,
friends the pleasure of a social meeting and a dinner. The suggestion 9
is a purely friendly and voluntary one on our part, and Mr. Abbot is as
yet quite ignorant of the matter.

Rev. M. J. Savage has consented to preside at the dinner, and we
hope to make the occasion one of rare enjoyment. We sincerely trust

that vou will find it convenient t

attend, in anticipation of which we

request you to send a note of acceptance to Mr. J. A. J. Wilcox,

8 Pemberton Square, Boston, Mass., as soon as possible.
The meeting and dinner will be at Young’s Hotel, Boston, on the
25th June, at 6 P.M. /
Very truly yours,
M. J. SAVAGE.
WM. J. POTTER.
E. WIGGLESWORTH, M.D
F. V. BALCH. |
H. K. OLIVER, Jr, M.D.
CHAS. E. PRATT.
J. A. J. WILCOX.

In response to this invitation, about fifty gentlemen
assembled at Young's at the time named, and after about

an hour of agreeable social converse sat down to a banquet

e —




6 FAREWELL DINNER.
prepared with all the taste and elegance for which this
Q‘gll-kuuvn hotel is noted. Among those present were
Rev. George A. Thayer, Alexander Foster, J. F. Barrett,
g P. Lord of Lynn, Seth Hunt, J. L. Cutler, Dr. NS
Alexander of Dorchester, David H. Clark, '|()1‘|!1 Curtis
Grantville, | rville. S. D. Bard
<rf .\"‘.'lw;‘x"t\“x]":l\.' l‘-"‘.‘\\, \ 1 \‘i;t."l'\ l'i \\‘1»,; Newton, l
Buchanan of Amesbury, Charles Ellis of Essex, H. P.
Hyde, S. S Green of Worcester, George W. Park of Car
bridge, Frederick Beck., the Rev. S. H. Winkley, J. A.
Wilcox of Chelsea, H. W. Wellington and Cornelius We
I sh of Worcester, George
River, John L. W hiting, D. G.

[ames Dillaway of Some

n-
J.
:11-

ington of Lexington,

C. Havnes, the Hon. S. E.
S. B. West f Leicester

e R. 1 € Charles W.
Wiggles th U B

yoston Craris-

tian ed \fter the of knife and fork
had about ceased, he rose, called the compan to order,
and spoke as follows :—

l"\k'.\j \ 1 PO 1 ) \.[ \ ‘ 2aSes ) },‘\_ Vir-
tuous ; yet our banquet 1s not ' ], — best is to
come. We are to serve up a e man W all canni-
bals to-night. Confuciu vs, “ All can eat and drink ; but
only a few can s flavor Precisely because

N . 1
|

we think we can distinguish the flavor, we are 1
next course of this entertainment, and ever)
for Assor. [Ap

As to the Chairman that has been put upon. you for the

evening, the question has been rai .ed whether he might not
be found in the position of the old soldier in Penn-

sylvania, who fought in the American R evolution, and who,

been, was

after being warmed up a little more than [ have

=)
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brought forward on a Fourth of July to tell stories of the
war. “Did you ever see Washington ?” they asked. “Nein,
I never seen Vashington.” “Why, how was that?” ¢“Oh.
[ vos on de oder side.” But, without pretending to any
harmony of opinion which does not exist, I cannot admit
that, in all the recent controversies, I was “on the other
side.” T hold it forever true that all honest men
sense ten thousand fold more serious than their

in a

differences,
and that, in standing for simple honesty, they are forever
under the same flag. And we are not here to-night to fight
over old battles, nor to rake open the embers of former con-
troversies. We are here to pay a tribute to personal worth,
because we believe in it and recognize it. Others will speak
of Mr. Abbot’s work: let me speak of himself. I want to
use him as an argument for religious faith. Some of us,
who hold fast to the old-fashioned notion that there is a God
in Israel and in the universe, are very glad to find any sign
of His presence in the human race, any evidence that He
has been here; and what better proof can there be of the
higher wisdom and goodness than to find a sample of it,
some share of wisdom and goodness, in human form? The
hardest point to get round in the theistic arcument is to
explain why such a father as we take God to be should have
such a family as we find ourselves to be. We manage this
difficulty-by taking it for granted that His children are not
brought up yet, that they are still in early infancy; and so,
by following out the general conclusion to which evolution
points, our faith finds rest in joy and hope. And when we
light now and then on an honest and a faithful man, with
clear eyes in his head, we are ready to say, This is the kind
of crop God means to raise; and it is well worth His while
to make a world and run it for a few millions of years for the
sake of such a harvest.

The test of virtue is in soldierly qualities,—in loyalty and
capacity for resistance. In Francis Abbot, we honor a
gallant soldier,—a man who has shown the courage of con-
viction and of fidelity under fire, the highest, finest form of

courage, tested by subtlest exposure. We honor, also, the
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poise and self-possession which help a man to keep his head

amid moral contradictions and confusions, and, like the old

classic heroes, “not to be frichtened by the snorting of the
horses.” ,\\;“r':vvi‘!\i\l' We have seen this man in the excit-
1C1 «r‘i‘ 1:;\.11‘5‘!]\, \\"]lm‘w ".;L\ .\u’ ever ‘M«"ll';\\x_‘('; any

1fied his concern for the Li'i~

concern for himself which qu
umph of truth? Who ever knew him to deal a foul blow or
(0] SE a W%‘-H"H‘ti weapon ¢ ['he sword-cuts Irom an honest

use a | | \ast

am ; \U}vi vho would not

ir own |

S '
soldier’s blows bring

rather bear the smart and stanch the blood of fair and square
wipe away the 'l'(‘\j\"‘ﬂ‘l':\li;‘. of cowar

1 1

and pretended friendship ¢
Ou lerin 1S T MOT¢ thai L reunion ot those
who onte ( .ame side in recent controversies :
it 1S a reco n ol 1l1ties which praiseworthy wher-
ever they ap r. on ¢ ¢ auestion The
exchange ol civilities between those who agl osts little and
means nothing: the exchange ol ivilities between those who
t]‘!llkul' 1s one of tht fl nces of the world, 11\}(] 1S a
nower for uplifting soci out of its debasing bigotries.
| | 4 4 §
& d 5 < ‘ SR ‘ e 2o
When rebel and Yankee pickets exchanged tobacco across
: 1 3
nit poke abo | or ¢ ' and a
en ultim ion ( he Union

epresent methine still better than an

310 &g
n I we ‘("u:\,u}‘
¢ ) S ( man who has

T .
a Ilg tO 10 1 na (ing a
single enemy, 1or n 128 eV { un to \L was
: - i
meant for mankind. He has never thought

purchase peace, nor harmony, nor fellowship,
liberty or truth, because he looked beyond

time when the victorie of rigl

sionate
E

the shadow of some conventional fiction, some¢

.ﬁ“\‘“, 3 l‘\‘.n V never ieel

aoreement to

2 NI ] ; 5 W RO
say one thing and mean another < not this insincerity the
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disease of society and of Christendom? But, if any institu-
tion wears a mask, it has never seemed possible for Mr.
Abbot to keep his hands off. He is a born moral detective

Such service has its own peculiar peril, since a man runs the

risk of becoming suspicious. There are ugly faces,— some
of us come by them honestly; and I think he may sometimes

have gone for an ugly face, imagining it to be a mask. B
such a mistake is an indirect compliment to the Etern
Beauty, which his faith affirms has a ri

cht to shine out
everywhere in God’s universe. I think this instinct of the
moral detective by divine appointment goes far to explain
many points in his history. He is quite unable to look on
human affairs with indifference, and quite unwilling to look

off from such affairs.

Despite his professed renunciation of Christianity, I

actually caught him conforming to that precept of Jesus
“(Call no man master, neither be called master™ ; for he is
as averse to wearing the title as he is to conce 12 11 And

by warrant of another Christian principle, I feel authorized
to pronounce that he is entitled to the applause of mankind.
He is greatest who s servant of all; and, as Emerson says,
He serves all who dares be true.”
But it is not my wish to monopolize the evening or its
Iw‘ix‘w\: there will be enough to say, and enough to say it.

[t is not easy to predict just where the - will strike,

and I advise every one in the room to hold himself ready to
respond or to run.

[his is my contribution. The enemy of frauds and shams
is every man’s friend ; the champion of purity is the defender
of k’\"'l"\ household : the student and teacher of universal
[)!'illn’i}nlln\ is the servant of all mankind; and the man who
puts his life behind those principles is the *“King of Hearts.”
As such, we salute him, and crown him with our love. God

bless him! [Applause. |
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MR. ABBOT.

Wr. Chairman,— It is hardly fair to make a man officiate

at his own funeral. I came here to be dec ently buried, and

‘+ was my chief ambition to conduct myself like a well-

behaved corpse; and here you bring me up the first thing,

and inform me that [ am to be barbecued alive, which is a
species of cannibalism not in order with corpses. |[Laughter.]
[t is not easy to H,\ to .‘H‘!\L', :ﬂ’&'!ll‘.x‘i':]\: I [ confess I feel VEry

much touched at the exhibition of kind feeling which has
come to me just now, when I am making a very marked

re in my life, leaving an occupation to which I have

- i 1 : - 1nt 1 v $
Iven a decade, anda goimmg 1nto SOIME

1 14 11 " S : | 3 1

now what myself. You all step forward kindly, and with
m hands and warmer hearts and friendly eyes shake my
iand, a bid me God-speed on my way. There is no doubt

hat vour kindness comes to me with peculiar power just at

1. ¢ . A .
tnis El[}l'i".l'llﬁ,xi perioda

all sincerity, with all of reciprocity, and assure

vou that the friendship which you here show to-night goes

raicht home to my heart. At the same time, I find
o in me refusing t is banquet as a merely

T T 1 1

't of kKindness. ) 1S Dheen 1lled In

oL av( o = TSNP, ina S 1ng ol

1 1 g

th )OOk 1l1KEe 11 | | €S 1IC e SU
D €l recelv O a ( 1€N 1 1 l
[rom the very ti ont 1f, and 1eel sure

. 11 1 o Ly " +1 o o 1 : 1e

really prougnt yo yoether, my iriends, 1S SOmMe-

thing that is very much larger than F. E. Abbot. Many ot

some of you,

vou I have never even met before to-

perhaps, I have met but seldom ; others are old, long-tried,

and very dear friends.. Now, it is very evident that there

iL‘,\ ol

et he sl
must be something more than any

mi ¢ P s 1 1
mine to bring persons here who never knew me, Nnevel

touched my hand nor looked in my eves. here 1s some-

thing more i If there were not Some-

11 hAai - 4 = 1§
1t than just myselt.

to

thing more, 1 could

=

0t deem mvself quite an honest man

Mr. Chairman, and take what you have been saying
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to me. I think that this demonstration is-an expression of
moral support in the hard warfare that I have had to fight
for two or three years back to vindicate the existence and

reality in this world of an honorable liberalism. [Applause.]
[f it is not that, if that is not the real meaning of this
gathering to-night, I shall go home, for one, sadly disap-

pointed. I do not pretend to be wholly without vanity,
but I have not got enough to accept this demonstration
with eyes entirely blinded. I know perfectly well it means
something more than any mere personal qualities can call
forth, I take it, therefore, as an expression of your support
in the very difficult task which has fallen to me in these
late years; and I count it, therefore, as something more
than of value to me. It is of value to your cause, it is of
value to this community, that you here show that I have
not been utterly alone in the conflict I haverhad to wage.
To make this plain is of vastly more importance than to
pay compliments to any man’s record. To show the world
that there is a strong longing among liberals themselves for
an honorable liberalism, just, upright, and pure,— that is a
public service which may well compensate you for the labor
and the trouble of preparing this sumptuous feast. I hope
that all who may hear or read of this gathering will so con-
strue it, and that they will say: “It is not true that Abbot
was alone. There were many friends who sympathized with
him, though they had no way of expressing it publicly or

collectively ; and it appears now that they did in their hearts

value the principles that Abbot stood for.” [Applause.] If
that is the meaning of this gathering, I feel that it will ac
complish a good purpose, and be of great moral benefit to
Our common cause.

[ do not think that anybody who has been in a situation
other than that of an editor, in these recent years, can ex-
actly or fully understand the overpowering necessity of this
seemingly personal contest. I think it is true that some of

my own friends have suspected me of having had after all,
e . , 0K ~-Q n l- > 1 . S
at the bottom of it, nothing more than a personal feud. As

if it were anything to me what other papers said or what




FAREWELL DINNER,

other editors did,—as if I cared the snap of my finger for

the merely personal record of men who have nothing in
e ~ it 1

common with me! I think that even some of my own per-
sonal friends have supposed that [ was personally mortified

lected to the presiaency or t

and hurt at not being

National Liberal ago. I have no doubt
they did : that 1S en jud each other I
doubt if it is easy for Americans to understand can

o forward and say: “I nominate myself for this office. I

and solicit yvour votes, and ask to

offer myself as cai

1 1 1 ) e R gl g
be elected. [ don't hat many people can under-
stand how a man ) and vet not care at all, person-

Vot +} ¢ | o ¢« 41 -
< TOT the offic he seeks. Yet that was ne: that was

letend liberalism | \ave S ¢ [ (

nand 1“\* O L1 1C CS 1 11 1 D) y A

74 ] ¢ 1 Y

for July; and I w ) ( ence

Irom 11 0O ShOW VOl D¢ S ) \ just
1 | 77, 7 1 1 1 £ .

such work as //ze [nadex has been doing t st few years.

This 1s what Dr. Holland says:

lhe g 12)01 i ( ( 1
I 4 T .
el By 1nfide \
abp nt S n
doctrines « he 1 ) P (
7
ed S
1
NS ¢ 1| S ( 1
sion of their opini and VLTS He i man of st intel

tu rce 1 3 T b 12w the
lectual force and magnetic luer that e ha veen able to draw ti
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great majority of infidels in the country after him, but he has been able
to show, or rather the country has been able, through him and the sym
pathy manifested for him, to see, that the prevailing infidel sentiment of
this country is impure to the last degree, and is not to be trusted with
any social interest or with any political influence whatever. The safety

and l,:.:i'\ of \uk‘i\'t\' rests, as it alwayvs has rested, with the EH'”\‘\'L‘)'\ in

and professors of Christianity. The purer influences amo o tl il {
| mon e )

erals,” as they delight to call themselves, have been formallv :

ually voted down.” "
The Index did not make the mistake here attributed to it I
but T must sadly confess the substantial justice of Dr. Hol-
land’s conclusions from his premises. That is the kind
record which liberalism has been to all appearance making
for itself by the inaction, by the silence, of those who ought

to have rushed to my side and upheld with me the public
standard of a pure and sagacious liberalism. It has been a I

ery unfair representation of liberalism that has been given ‘
to the world for the last two or three years, but I cannot ‘
blame Dr. Holland at all for his scathing criticism. He has |
drawn logically correct "inferences from the only facts before I
him; for the convictions of pure liberalism have failed to
assert themselves publicly. Yet if it is true that the lower |
type of liberalism has got enough energy and self-assertive- |
ness to come forward and declare itself to the world emphat- il
ically, squarely, strongly, while the better type of liberalism 1
is too feeble to make any sm’h self-assertion, too feeble or '
too wanting in public spirit, I think that Dr. Holland is
substantially right, and that the liberalism of this country
will go down before the overwhelming condemnation of the p
people. Let us try to rescue liberalism from such re
proaches, really undeserved, yet justified by our own apathy,
as these of Dr. Holland. He is a fair man; he does not ‘
mean to misrepresent at all, or to pervert; he has argued ,
honestly from the facts he has seen. And it behooves us
now to give public expression, in every possible way, to that
higher and nobler liberalism which has purity, honor, truth- H
fulness, justice, and integrity at heart. [Applause.]

That is the reason, gentlemen, why I value this demon-
stration. It pleases me as a man: I tell you sincerely, it
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soes richt home to my heart; but it pleases me more

> b

that, as a representative of the liberalism you approve, you

should be moved to give me the right hand of I.«'Hu\\‘s\]]ip on
quitting my post. 1 take it to be a certification to the world
“ll‘mi your sympathies have been with me in the work I have
' " I know we are here Unitarians and Non-Unita-

to stand with Christians, with Catholie

and I I'L'_'}lrzx'a’
and Protestant Christians alike, tor justice and purity; and
[ will always do so. These things are more pre ious than
our little (‘éiklili\'l'vllu‘s of H\L‘W]U;ﬁ\j;tl H{ﬁ”iu\l, When it comes

the salvation of that on which all society rests, the sanc-

tity and ]»\11‘;‘:,\,’ of our homes, then I say all good men must

e to h V7 1 «tand shoulder to shoulder, and make

101n hand to handa anda stdnd SHOULUL L { HAacr, dna maxke

[ +1 t 1 h al;

common contest 10r he presery ) ) { 1 VI1CI ‘uli\k\

life most worth living. Applaus And so I sit down as

1 et & m11ct " ] £ =l 1o

[ rose, thanking you much, as must and do, 10or the Kind-

B : 1 4 o 4 ] 1 -, £t 1.

ness of vour expression to me, but a great dc 1\l more 1or the

v\]'yn'\_\}nli vou have here given ol our npathy with that
hich 1e dearer t e thai ven m \"‘\' \;‘,,‘_‘\,‘
which 18 dearer to me than cvcell 1\ elil, pPPLausec. |

The Chairman then read letters from Messrs. Samuel
s D. B. Mills, E. W. Meddaugh, and
Mr. Connor

others, printed below, and called upon ;

. , ST 1 ; ‘11
[t seems to me that the phraseology witl
] 1

began this evening 1S somewhnat

of course, the

" e
siding othcer
f a barbecue, which necessitated,
f a COrpse. 'hen Mr. Abbot went ]'lk“\'”ll‘l
to have a funeral; and, if we keep along

ction, we must go beyond the funeral. The

]I(' ,\‘ln)l\r (

introduction

1

that, and pro

)0 S¢

I
I
in the same di
onlv wav in which I can do that is to follow the lesson wilies
. -
it every teast need

d its

n ¢

the ancients gave in telling us tl
skeleton.
:

Mr. AmEs.—1I thought you were coming to the resurrecs

tion.
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=
wt

Mr. ConNOR.— No: the dry bones of the skeleton precede
the resurrection. The resurrection will keep for somebody
else. The skeleton I would introduce at this feast is t]]i.\":
that I am not very hopeful with reference to the future of —
what shall I say here, with Free Religionists and Unitarians
and I know not what else around me?—1 will say simply
with reference to the future of liberalism in thcnln;’—\'. It is
easy enough to be hopeful in this presence, where ‘the line
of thinking moves in one direction,—easy enough to be
somewhat buoyant in spirit, after listening to such words as
we have listened to, both in the speeches and in the letters
which have been read to us; but, when we go away from
here, and, forgetting those whose faces we have seen and
words we have listened to, forgetting the letters that have
been read, look at the real facts of the world, I do not think
that any one can be very hopeful. The world is not yet
ready for freedom in religion; it is not yet ready for liber-

alism in theology; it is not yet ready, I think, to take philos-

V5 '

ophy as the guide of life, although our friend Abbot asks us
all to take it for a guide,—1I mean the world as a whole. 1
believe that the world is a rather discouraging place to live
in, unless we are willing to face the discouragements fairly
and squarely. In this way only can we afterward recognize
and ascribe due weight to what is encouraging. The world
will not rid itself of superstition for a long time to come.
All over Europe we can observe the influence of supersti-
tions from which we are glad to fancy we have freed our-
selves; all over the Asiatic continent there are innumerable
superstitions of which we scarcely know the name, and
which certainly that portion of the world is not yet ready to
discard. Pass from Europe and Asia to Africa,—that really
new continent which has been recently introduced to us,
with its teeming millions and fertile lands, destined to pro-
duce more and more millions of inhabitants,—and ask the
question, What is to be the condition of the people of that
continent? We are told that the negroes there are being
converted to Mohammedanism with wonderful rapidity; and
they are being converted to Roman Catholicism, to various
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superstitious
\\'i!it‘]\ arc w!\\vi.‘;ilwi [il’L]],’k‘K',‘f to assi
in will

] -
a long step upward In progress,

forms of Christianity; and these superstitions,

st In lﬁ.i['r\h‘_p‘ them

require, neve

lreds. ]**,'1'1‘11{“ thousands, of yeail befor hev be
1 £ 7 X +1 1 1 Y
lv. thrown oit. We know € barbai 1S came
own from the North and overthrew ivilization of old
R omce \‘\‘uxv w1 dare to" P NESY 38 min th over-
turning that may yet comc our 1 ( ation, toe
+1 1 1 < 3 ¢
ou most ad\ E‘M\“‘ | ‘k"l‘ 1« L PN N1 aeas, ?1“,,”
tl Sl stitions whicn at Il in the world, ant \re appar-
1
ently 11 ;Hb‘\\t‘lllll I GRE ! 'W a to-a
; 1 \ 1
[his 158 my skele Vi Cha LN [ bel e 1n ]u:v](
& 41 boes l 3 1 ’ :
ing at the skeleton €l € af re ti earance of
1 T 1 o 1
nes or no Vir. Leslie St ( nt number
£ A 7 y 1 rticl
of the /V A ¢ llent article,
S pretentiou &l e Rehgi ( 11 Sensi-
1 \ |
\ e Sol V cvn | 1sed, rhaps,
1 - S 43
1 '€ laD I'L1C] € NECICSS Sy o S )STANCE,
" s 1 ¥ :
cannot tell by 1S ons we 1 | vet en-
ulfed. 'ake any one o1l the 1171 '\A'\ | r\w"”r or two
thousand vears ago or nearly th d put him, as some ol
them \‘«71}\‘\1\\“ were put, 1acce | ( philosopnhy ol
N 13 , Y 1 1 R B ¢
Vi ,\\H'ﬁ i1lus, on the one h ] L SUPETS \L‘\H?w»———l
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more powerful, practically considered. than philosophy. The

average i:!U,‘“i,]:k‘!]('L‘ of the Ameri an ‘M‘H])‘.‘(‘ IS not reater
‘ i T SR

‘ )

than the ave

1ce of the Athenians

two thousand

§ 2at,- I be neve; and vet LNEY were

wept into "NESS. [ do 1« W€ to be il
, WE 3 )¢

‘

swept into nothin ut |1 | my t is ‘
simply this, that to-d 7. 1S 06 n a

not ready to

make p the guide of its life, is not yet ready for

the profoundest truths of liberalism in theoloo

As an illustration of my meaning, consider for a moment

what the bulk of our people are going to do during the

coming four or five months. Two excellent men, Garfield

and Hancock, h just been nominated for the presidency
by their respective parties. And now we are going to lend
ourselves to a great hurrah and controversy, which will roll
{ M ONE €N ) this U y to the o Nnetl Wi 1T¢ roing
) spend our strength in talking, talking, ta king. We will
gathner 1n y”"l :.‘1111 I“'.'\\’lf"‘\. We will hire b inds and listen
to their playing. We will march tl 55 and
we will print buncombe speeches. OV
after an immense expenditure of y and ‘
wﬂ I¢

it can lend itself to hine so
wrkably ] ¢ eopl 11
y to make philos t1 ruid
) | to 1l 1to ther of
?'\‘H;!HU\' \H;u‘!‘\lili-vﬂ, [ believe t 14 ONne  chiel cason ol
the early growth of fact that it gathered
within its embrace itiment of the era in {
which it was born: it took the good and the bad together,
and therefore was adapted to the men then living. And, )l‘
Simi the religion which is most powerful g
here or which will become most powerful }
in t us, is the ligion which is most in

harmony wit ition, which is not
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us clothe it with

Now, I am done with the skeleton. Let
a little flesh and blood, and ;1\* it a more “hk\“'l-“l counte-
am not discouraged, notwith:
face. Although I be-

1on of the

nance. [ am not hopeless.

standing these facts which I desire to

'\I'i)l‘x“\,‘lﬂ with ‘\,‘E't'l\‘ilx e "to the rel
1 ¢

insoluble to-day, because we have not data

t1
th

enough what 1t may bt 1eVETrtNeEICSS, are
know,— we wise men, [ mean

some
- 1 1 . & £ 1
it above the rest of the world

osone along so far that we
g &

1 tell them something of the

to others and

4 " e 4 1
ions ot the-

sh super-
her 1nsepara-

other will fall

blv. [f the ont v believe ] 1
also [t is a part of our WOIK to do away with this great

nonsense, and which I honor Mr. Abbot more than

for lse.—and sometimes I have not

his As, howevel hopetul he may have been

« to them.— that for which I honor him more

than 1or a & S€ 18 fact that he has striven to di-

rorce morallty ym dogmatic supt ( 1d to teaf h the

‘\k'l‘[\n‘ f Ame £ ED ( nimmegs were ot .“'\\1l'ﬂ_\‘

connected ; that the  « superstitio mi ( but the
g

moralifties s ill remain [hat is a work for

ourselves,

us all to engagt fri vhatever we may call
Free Religionists or Unit rians, or whatever else,—to en-

deavor to purify moral principles, to sep: ity from
its old associations, and, by keeping it from  them
itious dreads

strive to deliver Americans from the
% = . % NS TV
now So prevalent, lest the decay of the old 1aiths necessariy

- any lowering 0t
at

involves any lessening of noble : \-.;-,1-_-‘1“}._,” (
not discouraged
for the
the

the standard of righteous living. I am
believing that I am only a unit in an enormous mass,

nd. if each unit does its best,

mass is made up of u
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§ 1 y mace will & o 100} 't . > -
h whole mass will come out right,—at least, the unit will have
8- done all that ll- can be held justly responsible for. I cannot
h- penetrate the future, and I do not even pretend to guess in
e- what way the religious future is coming out; but I know
he that, if we do what we can to keep the future morally pure, [

ta we may safely trust the dogmatism to take care of itself. as
re sured that it will then take the least injurious form that the

m, "~ intelligence of the times will permit.
1d,
la Dr. Edward Wigglesworth was introduced bv the Chair-
he man as one who knew Mr. Abbot in im_\ i‘um(‘., ;Hl«'l L‘H:iu\’ul
ng the “Franking privilege” ; and he was asked to tell the «';)mr
Ve pany what he knew about it. He said :—
he-
of

ADDRESS OF DR. W LESW
Ty

[ feel rather like a minnow among Tritons, to get up here

the speeches you have already heard :

to say anything after

3 and my only claim upon your favor is that to which the
1an : )

pot . Chairman has alluded. I first made the acquaintance of Mr.

sen Abbot at the Boston Latin School, when we were Im:;-\ to-
ore gether. At that time, he was a member of one of the upper
di- classes ; but I remember the respect with which he was re-
i garded, not only by the older members, but by the boys of
Al the whole school. Whenever Mr. Gardner wished to take
th.C a little relaxation from his labors and would let some of the
for younger ‘IM)}’.\ recite to the older ones, there was ;Jyy;;h a
e rush among them to get a chance to recite to Mr. Abbot,—
81‘11 not that he was easy in his discipline, but there was such a
o clearness in his explanations of the lessons that he ;11\\':1_\‘<
o made them interesting and instructive. When Mr. Abbot
:d‘ graduated,—I say Mr. Abbot, although I am happy to enjoy {
L:-th‘. the “Franking” acquaintance to which the Chairman has al- %J
l:o'f luded,—he entered a class at Harvard, characterized now by 1
2 ¢ very remarkable men. I need only allude to Colonel "
3 Stickney as one of them; and perhaps the typical man of !

the
the

he class was Mr. Abbot. I was not in that class, but had a

—
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sort of

know that, among the very best men in it, he

entrée into ift, Ihl'ull};‘]l several of my relatives ;

DINNER.

and |

> was regarded

1s one of the best morally, and the finest intellectually, i
the whole class. I lost sight of him then for a great while

ooing away mysell for

o I returned,

years ag

] L O sy st T ]
in the work i whici you dll
it ever since, being

in every way for

(JI'J] l)]'ii\«'i}e}\':x

years, till at

out nine or

‘e, or nearly so; and I wrote, recalling mysel

And since ther e had the pleasure, at

an [ coul shed, of meeting with

r less fan I « only say that |

enjoyed onte 1t  compan

L nents whi lvanced

his evening, as 1 am n ‘ r (hardly ever made

a speech 1 mj life), 1 ¢ ‘ customed as I am,”

and so forth; but I tle as the man did who wa§

stumping the St for hims d was unable to makea

good speech \ very fluent and eloquent tleman was

stumping for the opposi 1ey were to make speeches
ogether one evening ¢ ¢ ¢

most brilliant peroration, setting foi every thing that

would be done, if th indida represented was elected

nd showing in every way the 1tag would accrué

from it the end t er gentleman

rose and said, “ Gentlemen, what that gei man has said I

hink.” 1 vhat was written by ME

Mills, and car e with the jeremiad of OUE

friend Mr. Co n red to correct it sub-

the country is not qui

has served up for it : it is mu

SLCT '\ Nnot ]‘g-‘;ﬁ_\'

10r the d

ready yet
; S

h if the servant said, I'he
nnel (Ot course he 1S nof, 1or
Mr. Abbot has transferred

)
in some ae-
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gree, to the great ideas which he advances : and I think that
he perhaps has not, and

naturally has not, such confidence in
their immediate growth and progi

1 ress as those who sit on the
outside. “The outsiders see the most of the game,” as the
proverb goes. I think that his ideas are like the roots of
the tree Ygdrasil, which go down to the of e\

thing, and which, although they have not yet iched much
above the ground, will overshadow the whole earth. This
is more than enthusiasm: it is a hope, and a hope which
I think is well founded. I had no idea, when I ot up, of

saying as much as I have. It occurred to me, when our
Chairman spoke about serving up a man, that might be
ast of a

desirable to serve him up on toast; and a little
better man than I, and

in better words than I could use,
occurred to me at that time:—

X

Yes: we know must lose 1

To blend her

I'hough for it | n € m our own,
Iis the whisper of love when the bugle has blown.
As the rider who rests with the spur on his heel,

I
As the guardsman who sleeps in his corselet of steel.
\s the archer who stands with his shaft on the strine,

- ) ’ A MJ

He stoops from his toil to the garlands we bring.
1 ot o il ] Kokt ey Ry

S0 il a bright cup with the sunlight which gushe

[n introducing Mr. William ]J.

evening said: “The king is dead. Long live the r |
is still to be an /nder, and the late lamented shall
a successor in our next speaker, Mr. Potter.”” That

gentleman then spoke as follows : —

172,— 1 think some of us who are in the habit

ot speaking every Sunday, and oftener, might envy the man
; l g

who never makes a speech. I thought, sir, as I was hearing
= aKe a speec -
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o
1\

Dr. Wigglesworth, that certainly his was a most effective

i5 §

speech ; and I wished that, at least, I might not come di
rectly after him. I don’t know, friends, how to speak fg

.\“i]““‘w( be a _'}‘).'v,'(lil_\ occasion: l.}m

vou to-night. A banquet
] B 1 3 4 £ W S e 1 1
I cannot feel very joyous at this banquet, and [ thought
when we were coming into the room to-night, that
] |

had a kind of melancholy tread, and a silence betok

.asion, but. one necessarily somewh:

And vet I do not know as we ought to feel so. Ot coursg

a joyous oC

there is the breaking of associations, and this I especially
feel. I cannot claim to have known our friend Abbot as long

] 1 i 1 ] ] t ‘ haxyviino 7
as those whom the Chairman has alluded to, as having grown
up with him nd having therefore Franks
: vileo ey =

Viiegk ¢ \ ]
! 1
rough s th:
¢ part S rst saw
Unitarian ¢ [ L
o
1 11y through \ 1
/\‘, Z 11 \i 1€ ( y /
me now (I believe I never made an a
betore) that from erta : ¢ t
[ cribbed a considerab n, and use 3
L =S 1Z, | 10W 1€ 0 my he
€IS 1 | Ot 161 \ \ r I 7 :
n that a le th ( y se 1
heart a1 Yy OWN CO 1 [ founc n its expres
sion on a certain topic words that we more to my Owi
thought than any I could choose for mysell [ have nevet

1 1 1 4 e N
been able, however, to use the sen

n 2 e
wadas a .\1‘&‘@1&\ ‘.\(PHI»'\'\\iHH m[' (”}\M\i tL‘ 11 . nad [ ])L‘llk‘\\\
in that ;HI"‘:VI‘I'\.‘:\' part that I quoted uehter|: so It

so much hope of Unitarianism or [

A bbot . of the young

-
[ do Bot

11\‘:1) as, pe¢ }‘-\“.Mr\\ our

men had. I was not born in that d ation.

how 1 got out

=} TERL T . T 1 1
l\I\\J\\ NOW I:\“m Into it. | have Known better
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ive of it than how I got into it. [Laughter.] I think at that |
di- time, after the war, there was apparently a kind of new birth !
to in the denomination, at least a struggling effort toward a re- :
buf® generation, so that more practical humanitarian works migcht '
zht, e taken up. I remember that for the first Confer- ‘
all ence in New York sounded like a bugle summons for a grand
not. humanitarian effort. I went to that I
ned, appointed that, after all this bugle summons, there c
rse. only a little creedlet, that produced immediately a
ally cal discussion and very little humanitarian work.
1.«;1\; was at Syracuse, the next year, where an attempt was made,

which has been mightier in its results than it was in itself,

L

to change the form of the original constitution so as to

strike out the objectionable theology, that ow

made his début, really, into field of theol
nows: and it was there that I was drawn to his side
battle, which ended in defeat, but in a Bunker
there was a gathering of the forces in the minority, though
the minority was small ; and, before we reached our homes,
himthere seems to have been a kind of drawing together of

qmer. hearts, sympathies, convictions, on the part of those who

rmont.  had been defeated, which finally culminated in the Fre

hearm Religious Association.

SOmE- From that time, I have stood by the side of this friend

~owpt Whom you have met to honor to-night, very closely,—our

wree. hearts touching each other,—in seasons of seasons
of sorrow; and it seems to me to-night as if a friend with

whom I had been walkir

1g all my days as 7 twin compai

there. 1on were dropping away from me. And yet, friends, as |
1 1 " P A 4 1 . 1

lieve, sald at the outset, we ullg}n not, 1:;‘1}_13;‘_ to bring thesc

i has personal thoughts of sadness here, or to feel for our friend

who is going away to another vocation any sadness at all,

never ' / . : iy v i
[ wa Put rather to congratulate him that he is going out from the |
.4 ot turmoil of conflict into a sphere of life where his talents, \‘é
Lu-,:; L are too fine to be wasted in this kind of contest and []
’llllt]:ﬁ’::“r ibrasion, can be brought to bear more effectively for ‘,‘1‘\'
L:;\“;,‘,; permanent welfare of mankind. [Applause. And I be

i lieve, I cannot help believing, that in time that result will
of oW 2
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come. Our friend is going into the field of teaching. Dr
Wigglesworth has just given a most excellent testimonial tg

his capacity as a teacher. Those Latin School boys knew
well where they were to find a .;m:ri 1

very eacher, when they
competed with each other in order to get into his recitation:
room : and I am sure that the | 'ho will come under his

instruction in New York (and ] pe there will be a cood
A > u

many of them) will fi1

vivifying and inspiring

1.6 1

the Latin School found him )
because he is going 11 hat wo1
ment. He ¢ NOW 1'¢ ¢
but it is utte )] ir t 1
‘glﬁx .\\Il"’l S |
heard of 1 S(
d Ol11S W n ) |
: -
bovs whose ideas | s 10
into mtell
Into the ld.OF ¢ 1 i
lieve, atter a 1e\ vl \ 0
— he cannot Nnelj \ mand 1 vil i“
1.~
drawi 1 ;
[rawn ag ‘ \ 1S spi
r 1 \ S L
: wnich
Wi his A
1 1 3 )
aAont DI g 3
. b 1l 101
= ( 1ere it
SN 1M 2} S ent «
ur Amel S
['he Chairmai 1d letters t M ess I |, Savage
Chadwick, Collyer, Curti n ) " and then called

upon Rev. Mr. Batchelor, of Salen
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minutes. It is nineteen years since I have known our
friend. It would be impossible for me, in the
may l,y.»l)crl_\' occupy, to tell all that I know

all that I have received from him.

time which 1
about him, and
But you will see that 1

have a peculiar claim to be here as his friend, when I tell

you that we were in the same theological class together ;
that, when I was ordained as a Christian minister, he cave
me the right hand of fellowship ; that we went together to
Syracuse, a week after my ordination ; that we were at the

same house; that we went through that controversy to-
gether ; that I sympathized with my brother then. But we
divided; and he went one way, and I went the other. He

became the editor of 7/e Index, and T became the Secretary

of the “ National Conference of Unitarian and other Chris-
tian Churches.” But we have stood together ever since as
]

friends, and more. I have sympathized with all his earnest
k, although I have not I

all
11

his propositions.
[ have doubted his ]ill‘liiirw\', and therefore I could

not
accept his conclusions. One great mistake which he made,
and which is illustrated by the eech of our friend Connor,
here to-night, I will take a moment to speak of ; because it
seems to me it illustrates not only principles, but the history
of principles. Also our friend Potter has referred to the
same l‘lillg'_ At the first convention, called fifteen years ago
in New York, by the Unit it has been truly said that
there was a bugle call of in the name of humanity
Men were called upon to organize. The result was that
those who issued the call, and who had the cause at heart,
were defeated. I'hat i1s true 'lwi‘u"\ were def »d inside

the ranks of Unitarianism ; therefore, it seemed to some of
;. . 1 . 1 . sedcie . ]
our triends logical and right that they should go outside, and

find outside this liberality which could not be found within

the organization. They went outside, and what was the
result? They issued their call, and they have been defeated.
['hat is to say, there is no such amount of liberalism within
the ranks of any Christian denomination, nor outside- the
ranks of any Christian denomination, as to justify the ex-

travagant anticipations of a speedy success. I'here has
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been no great change in the world outside in these ten

vears. There has been no going backward. The simple
fact is, they went outside, expecting to find there a paradise
of ]HK‘I‘L{H\'I-'H . and they have found, scattered here and there,
a few faithful ones who would stand by the banner, and a
multitude who would not. I think the history is almost
identical within and without.

Now some of us said, “We will stay where we are, and we
will be true to this px‘ud;nn;miun. and we will stand by this
banner till we have made it possible for it to have fulfilment
in the place where we stand.” And the years have passed;
and to-day I profess that we have made advance toward that
standard, in the fulfilment of our professions. [ have no

question whatever about the It

iture. 1 have no doubt about

the future of liberalism : srinciples are founded in truth,

and they are sure to prevail. When [ _came here, I under

stood that we were to sink the i‘l\a‘”[', and to come 4{\\“chgl'

g
for a little good fellowship; but I have found, since I came
here. that the “shop” would not be sunk,—that we had
come here really to celebrate it: and so I must have my
.ltﬂx‘ \\u]‘(‘i.

But, in regard to our friend, I have been in intimate
relations with him during all this time :; and, at this moment,

1 1 1 i 1 " - + ! o3} +4 - +har
this is the one thing that occurs to me as being better thal

else. as an illustration of his friendship: he is

almost the only man I know of who can tell me I a blank
fool. without getting me mad. Now I value a friend who
can do that. [Laughter and wse.] He can tell me t0
my face, when he thinks my arguments are folly, that “it
is discouraging to see’—and he does put in a \;!mhf_\'in;
«“it is discouraging to see — what argit

man can use.”’ [Laughter.] He hasié

habit of that sort. If he sees folly, he calls it folly; and,
he sees fraud, he calls it fraud; and he doesn’t exactly see
why it is that those whom he characterizes don’t always take
it kindly. [Laughter.] He simply states these things ashe

g

would any other fact in natural history : it is a part of his

science : and it is not at all strange that other people, who
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don’t understand him, think there is some
There is not a bit: it is simply cool, quiet,
ment of fact as he understands it.

rancor in him.
scientific state-
And I am not a bit sorry
that he is going to get out of this business ti :

t he is in, for
this reason,— not because the cause of liberalism is by any

means too poor work for such a man to

do : but, by this
the peculiar relations he has
come into with certain people, he has made it impossible for
him to use his best gifts.

I
plainness of speech, and by

I had occasion to remark, when I
first heard of this change that was taking place, that St. Paul
— (I don’t think our Brother Connor did him quite justice.
He said, speaking of his superstitions, that they had won
the world; that we hadn’t got far enough away from the
superstitions of St. Paul to do Marcus Aurelius justice. The

fact is, we haven’t got far enough away from St. Paul's super-
: > ) pel

stitions to do /#m justice),— but I was going to remark of

him that he was very proud of having, on a certain occasion,
fought with beasts at Ephesus ; but he didn’t have any idea
of taking it up as a regular vocation. [Laughter.] I think
our friend has too good gifts to be wasted in that warfare.
Let the gladiators fight with beasts; but he is not of that

sort, and he has not quite come to himself yet. There i

1S a
+

poet in him that he is not doing justice to now. By and by,
when he gets into retirement, in the * still air of delightful
studies ” that has been referred to, the poet and the good
fellow will come out again; and I think that in the course of
ten years he will do far better work than he could do in any
controversy, in any contest, of this sort; and I believe that
we shall all at last come into a substantial unity. We have
been divided in theology, we have been much united in our
philosophy : T am sure we are wholly united in friendship,
and I bid him God-speed. 1 am just as ready now, as four-
teen years ago, to return the right hand of fellowship,
which I think never has been taken back; although in the
peculiar sense in which it was then offered it could not now
be given. [Loud applause.]

The Chairman read a long telegram from Dr. Felix Adler,

T = " -
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1but, Rabbi Schlesinger, and Rey,

and letters from Judge Hur
after which he called upon Dr

Mr. Voysey, of London;
Horsch, of Dover, N, H.

[ was with our friend in that first figcht in Dover; and ever
since he and I have, as W¢ call it in German, “ Bruederschaft
Irunk brotherhood together. Talent and schaol-
arship, shrewdly and cunningly adapted to established con-
rules and notions of society, and used for

ng‘unkcn,”-—(

ditions, to the
selfish ends, bring oenerally financial success and reputation
from the masses, but not from developed minds. A scholar
who advocates truth for the truth’s sake, and is compelled by
his honesty to criticise the so-called prominent men, and
expose falsehood and wrong, has a hard task, because the
masses do not lm(h‘l‘il;m;i him. The indifferent do not co-
«lpcl'ai‘\“, and those who do or HU;‘!!'\ fo L'Hl'lﬂ.\lvl’ht,”“:‘.‘l and
appreciate his efforts like their easy and lucrative positions
too well. But we rejoice that a ten (\x,nn'\" toil for the l

conditions of humanity, which our dear friend Francis E.
Abbot has carried out so well. finds more and more apprecia-
sterity

tion : and, if evolution and progress do not cease,

must vet accept and enjoy the principles w hich 7Ve Index
1 ey 2 ; 1 %, 1L z 1 1 g =t

nas ‘\(H]Hku out, ana win we sincerely hope 1t will CONlS
tinue to do. I therefore call our meeting U is evening the

“ Holy Supper of the Nineteenth Century” ; and I think, il
those good men, Socrates, Jesus, and others, were living,

they would be likely to be here with us.

Having done ample justice to two dinners this afternoon
and evening, it may be supposed that [ am pretty well
wound up, and ready for the emergency. But one may be

wound up in two ways : he may be wound up ready to go; or

so wound up he can’'t go. Whichever may be my ‘m‘ulicﬂ-

m
th
th
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ment at the present time, I can certainly say as much as
s this: I am truly glad to come here twni;;h.l, and take part in

this “ Farewell, God bless you!” to our friend. But [ must
also say that my presence here does not mean

da ‘il“\'il\‘ on
my part to indorse Mr. Abbot's course

Ing the last three I
years, nor for any particular yea [ take him in the lump:

and not because I have agreed with in opinion, for I

have often found that I did not, and s

; :times should have
i liked to go and fight it out with him. But he has a way of
l- insisting upon reasons,; and it is not alwas S easy to :\ri;'\~ a
4 reason. [Laughter.] So I have adopted with him the same
£ course which so well serves me with others from whom 1
L differ. In this evolutionary epoch, one cannot go far wrong,
¥ if he begins by admitting what e erybody says, and then
".“ goes on with hic own beliefs. [Laughter.]

d [ esteem Mr. Abbot as a man of onvictions. I honor
4 him as an able and earnest worker. I like him because he
s will say squarely what he thinks ; and z4aez I take it, 1s what
d we should desire of every man. We want a free and fearless
= expression of convictions on all sul ts that may arise for
it

our consideration. And we must remember also that no

question can be held to be so settled and sacred that there

may not be entertained in differe minds more than one

side. This is true not alone of theolocical or rel

Of
tions, but likewise of all social and moral questions. And
n- what is always needed is that all people shall freely give ut

L

o1ous ques

1€ terance to their convictions, and also exercise the broadest
if charity toward one another. So only can we get at fact
4 and truth. I have come to believe that there can scarce y be
an opinion so abhorrent to my own sense of right but some
honest man may hold it. Truly, there is no accounting for
opinions. And now I am led to say that, if there is any one
thing that may excite our fear,—and I am not given to fear,—
n if there is anything we need to fear, it is this: that we shall
Al get so into the habit of saying “we” and “us” that we shall |
e not do justice to others who hold opposing views. It is the ‘
or partisan spirit that needs to be crushed everywhere. We
5 must not only listen to those who totally disagree with us in
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their intellectual convictions, but be as ready to respect and
honor them as if they and we were in closest harmony. If
there has been anything done helpful to theology, it ig, Ml
think, the getting rid of a Deity who would cast into a hors
rible place all unbelievers. We are taught that Deity is in
some way enshrined in mankind. Our friend Mr. Potter
has written of the “«Divine Incarnation in Humanity.” Now
if we have indeed got 2 better Deity,—better because he
does not burn unbelievers,——and we are here to represents
that Deity in our own conduct, why, we ourselves must not
burn them. If we object to a hell for such offenders bes
yond, we must not make one here. On the contrary, we:
must so tolerate or appreciate all shades of conviction that
we can enter into the thoughts and feelings of all people,

and thereby be able better to judge of what they may sayy

and so fairly come to understand one another. The great

mass of people, holding whatever opinions, mean to be hon-
est, and are honest. We must come together as man with:
man, brother with brother, neither saying, “ I am holier thans
thou,” but each inviting the other, with “ Come, let us reasonl
So only shall we get at the truth, and fitly serves

together.”
each the other.

Let me say a word in regard to w
Connor. 1 was a little surprised at his speech ; and yet I
ng it, for that is the way he feels:
If he had had two dinners, perhaps he would not have felt
quite that way. [Laughter.] I cannot think the country is
quite so badly off. 1 can’t believe that even our Presidens
tial contest, to which he looks forward without plcasure,i
going to be so miserable a failure in all respects. I don't
much care which man wins. That will not bother me. He
deprecates the wrangling and confusion, the burrahing and
inconsequential strife. But there is this which all this "f’:l
mult will secure,—a wide-spread discussion of important top:
ics ; not merely on the stump, but it will be all the *i!‘:
talking with one another, discussing the right and wrong of
things. Thus, whichever party or man shall triumph, @
educational process for all the people will be one of 4§

hat was said by friend

must honor him for maki
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results. I think there is a great principle mewhere

S

between the two parties. I am myself half

half Democrat. | Laughter.] 1 belie i entrali .

zation,

one way looking at it; and I believe in extreme State rights \

1- +hat 1 ‘ o el . .
oking at that in a certa There is estion herein ‘
7O yet to be settl a great 1estion, which lies
v, 1 1

deeper than any merely political t 1 ques
tion of the kind of c7v7/ life that shall pr | throuchout the
1L whole country. We ask, What shall become of the country

hall the country be equal to its opport

5

> } Shal there
€- be room for all people to Zwe here and e707 here.— for all,
every man and every woman, to be himself and herself, and

make the most of himself or herself, and the best? Tt

18
& not, [ say, a question of political fortunes, but a question
¥s involving the social life and growth of a oreat people
at Our friend does not hope for very wuch, at least in t
1 r fu % :

ure. I may say that I have ceased to hope ; and

i ['am not without hope or its equivalent. I don’t hope that
: that may happen. It really doesn't matter. I am
n if F

ast down if it does not, nor am I greatly lifted up if it
Ve loes For all the time I feel and know that there is some-
thing in the heart of the world that has got to come out

ol

ind will come out, in due season. In short, t

t, the€ universe

1 has a meaning that must and will be expressed. The worlds

-we —are in the process. So it does not signify whether

elt the “millennium "’ come to-day, to-morrow, or a hundred or
is a thousand years hence. It can’t come any faster tl

1- can con [f T hadn’t faith that this universe, this univei

15 sal life, meant this successful evolution and achievement, I

n't would end all thought on the subject at once. But I have
He the abiding, ever-present conviction that all this agitation,
nd all this work, and all these plans,—all the joys, sorrows, all
tu- the manifold life we are passing through,—mean — 7z due
op- season — the blossoming of the flower of humanity. The

ple race can no more escape the achievement than it can escape

e it has begun.

hope, in what I believe to be the largest and best sense of

:

I

.

. 1 1 + r14} ¢ {

an So, you see, while I do not have hopes, I am not without l
!

,

vord,
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[ recognize in this work, in this Free Relig.
b D
friend Abbot has achieved, in

And therefore

ious movement, in what our
what all have done and are doing
g

what others have done, i1 11
oood and hel ful contributions. There was a time when |

listurbed because the Unitarians adopted for

was much ¢

creed the "l,«‘wl'ti\"ﬁu%{\ Christ;” But I have hved tq see

even l'lu,‘il‘ little creed
Mr. Ames.— No!
Mr. Morse.— No? The very presence ol oul ‘riend here
on this occasion testifies that it 18 so. :l,'tw";\.u‘?f
Well this was an entirely impromptu speech.
ed to say that ] i

[Laughter. Perhaps if I bhad

at I feel and think be 1 | adone QO ord

more¢ \1‘ [ w 11 st S 1S C 1 ind

ther wl e Sa )¢ o & on ( to

the Spir: | l¢ A ouide 1nto th

I X t 0l SO N seque \ ther vo [ speak

the truth t w‘l_\ | h¢ W to speak it I one

1o, with d free toleration « ) ther

q O divid € ( ) INTtO « ( o S S Or

SS tion \ Nno Il more to re ¢ 1t we

el \ one coi ‘ S tion
ne 210 b S

[ did not expect be called upon to ¢ 1

I 112 it 10

men —clergymen and ex-clergymen —that I supposed there
would be no danger of my being 1« hed; and 1 "\ ] e the
1 Y B 18 1C1 3 1CL DECLICVC 1

rived, too, at whi we agreed to ‘UL:"‘.’!' \ [ \\!J‘

hour has a

SE nowever, that l m one of the i1ew here that ,“ ve Nnever
s 1 DL ¢ -
met Mr. Abbot till oht (I believe I had only known him
had only Ki

through The Index, 1d through his published addresses)
but I felt, fr hat T had | : :
| elt, irom wh 1 ha NOWwW1 g ]

it, from what I had known of him, strongly moved t0

come, mv mere nr - 4
my mere presence as one, y to olve expres
L
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23
23

.\':n)lt to the h‘\'“”! Lh:”: I had of 1“’?1"1' tor the eff
by him in his honest and earnest and s

self-sacrificine mai

Shown

a1y - ~a { That s helieve 1 1 1 1
tenance of what he believed to be the truth, in endeavoris

to help to dispel the superstitions that 3
11‘ Hi- ‘va
cn 1 ns
¢ vas one (,E' tne eV ‘j“w\ (
tendency t reasor
D¢ ]H‘T'\f Ne( ‘
1airmar 0O m € S ech
bot what I never have said to
) 1) 1 1 ( 1,
L -('l |
obligation to Mr. Abbot for mental stimulus di C ¢ st
ten years, si 1S 1 ( 1 [7 than t
any other living man and t IS sayin
considerable. And I e Religi 0, is
HHLI»"I MOore 110N | Othe 1 N 11 \
Engla H s made 1 Religion re t (
1as  defenc l e best reas
1 1 morse Q "‘\‘ Q Q i —
ever all freedom n n into license¢
SS VE n n 1mmg € < g 8 |
because he has defended Free Religion from what,
in his "(‘U‘\']' :\H\I i'g‘.’l\]l, \IW Vovse Cl¢ pes as the
dissolute section of the liberals.” n she 1S ssailed
when her p)’in\'i],](;\' were attacked, Frank Abbot, at consid

we all feel, drew his sword and

swrahle - , 1
erable personal sacri
.

defended her, and did it manfully.

V(

that we ought to be

teful. It may be that the result of all this may not

be seen in a day; but, as another let
be the stones which we have been sii

which by and by will make a highway
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It
ion of the future will travel safely. [ do not feel so gloomy
o -y 1 N f >
as Mr. Connor does, by any means. [ feel very hopetul for
- % - 5 < ¥ ¥ S
1 [ do not know that it will prosper as rree

Free Reli
I that name. But I say that it 1s infiltrating

Christi

11
o |

. e I j o
srywhere ; 1t 1S lmm-y\‘umlwm, all the

re adopting our ideas. Unitarianism finds 1t

very dif in many places in the West to establisl

churches, because she finds already established there som

orthodox church with a liberal minister, a ministel

not believe in eternal punishment, or in the deity ol

any proper sense, any.more than the Unitarian minist

]

does ; 1S 1»1'\,&!&‘}1@\‘_“ it. to his ]»y.w{;hg and 18

farianism in that way. Sometimes [

d because she is mak

so few churches ; but she 1s growing

are saturating Unitarianism. \ 11

with Brother Batchelor

W L B T ‘ 1
it 1s hberal, does stand esse

not so broad, I think, as Free

fellowship not only all those who, as the Uni SR
are “followers of »]\‘\1‘..\ Christ, or wish to be,” but tl ‘
vho believe in truth as it is in Jesus, and truth as it

side of Jesus,— those who are followers of truth wher

may lead. I wish to say that to Mr. Batchelor, be
like my friend Mr. Potte [ Ve

[ was e rather itable

L H’I'L" s tO Dt CTe 1O CXPIEsS

and admiration which I have for our friend. This, I

will not be our last supper, by any means. I hope he
have many more ; and, although Mr. Abbot goes away {1t
us, I think that same spirit of truth — what o Cilyes
tian friends call the Holy Ghost — which has filled
during the last ten years will pursue him still, and so p

. ‘:\ , L 4 i
sess him that he will be obliced to take up the w

1

he now drops for a moment [Applause
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Mr. Connor desired to add
said : —

[ am not in the least bit ¢
side of the question, the ot
well talked about by those w

am very olad of that, 1

11N« ? bel
yut N
Hanco — 1t is
vour ism noi n |
quiry and in actio [sn’t
And isn’t that the central i
and tried to say, and mean
Heaven, we will )
make it a part of
!rilli\p_ A\ ne
out the way, 1 ‘
not touch th
most conservative thing in tl
one! Good-night!

loomy, |

DINNER.

I8
(&2

a word of explanation, and

stood on one

has been so

11 1«7. SO 11
havin 01
embly having arrived,
1TONE W ) ;.ui‘\”\'t/u:\l'; 01
, i
( "1 ) ;L"\ 1N ([ \ W
nprehended [t is not
ind 1t 1s not
hones 1etho In in
latform and purpose?
€ssio ) we have said
I .
ind  be So h«.’}. us
trom this place, and help to
I
10 nl 1
) :f'x‘l'\'!‘.\"\,“ ao
¢ hich is th
, ( ) S uUs every
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THE LETTERS.

;U

and he

tion that

not alw.

premises we

1ed the question of tempe
g -

g abstinence principle, and

ine or practice,— denied

and, to clinch the argument, cited the ex

jiour,” who drank wine with his disciples!

sermon o

in desperation,
ched to the Harvard students,

twelve used only the unfermented juice of

cently |

know that that argument was as we

Though I am nearly as good a t«

1 grounds,” he had

, on “ Christ o

yet I will now admit

+1 . o | + at +1m
In other words, at that time, I

of me in the discussic

was a better “ Christian ”

I was: and he knows how it

To speak more serio how thi
meant to honor by his presence dmission to the
f I wish it were to b er r ol 1dship’s
Ior tne ogreat ¢ ctations =~ Wt
es to trutl hu n new fields ¢ hought
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R |

3
and labor. It is a rare thing, in any century, that men meet to compli-

identified with the name of Francis
Abbot. Heroism is of many kinds.

ment such worth and work as is
E

some sort. But the moral hero.

Every age can furnish heroes of
the man who

hers dissemble. who dares to trust the
others dissemble, who da » LO tru the

speak truth when

2d truth in the face of armed

L‘]}Ml];‘ I rities, who

Accept my thanks for

ition to be with you, and my reg

that I cannot t: my e at the table, and belieye me,
Very sir ours JNo. C. LEARNED
From the Rev. Epw ) C. TowN
UNDERB P ST
REv. M. ]. S (

11 rrange 1t on so short notic
tiarx ) \ Ol iends in t oTee
d he v m on the
1 { \nis er ou
\ 1 )
Whic vil (
1 | 1is S€
SC( | £ A
on ( S ( ou o S¢ (
wind 1 d respect t
men ever win. The denial of t et
Abbot led to the founding of the club firs
Club, and afterwards the Ra il Club, anc
Free Religious ciation. IEvery incident of that is as fresh
k I -~ ~ - Brct
before me as if but v sterday: and 1 am confident t from first to

last, the

truth of Mr. Abbot’s participation in it were singu-

lar

doubt tl

prejudice by prefer

i 1
Mr. Abbot I have no cl:
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New York and at Syracuse, for an orthodox

who were responsible, at
bolt on the door of Unitarian communion, did wrong and injury in
more than one case, as real and cruel as any ever done by persecuting
vigor. There were wounds inflicted then which have not yet ceased

to bleed. The best that courage and self-devotion and patient endur-

e a career outside the lines of inherited

bbot during the decade of toils

ance could accomplish, to n

opportunity, has been done by Mr.
Between a liberalism that

and trials which has now reached a close.
was faithless and a libertinism that was shameless, Mr. Abbot had to
stand doubly unsupported ; but he has stood increasingly triumphant to
the end, and he leaves his post without a stain.

My own experience shows me how extreme is the difficulty of making

dition, and a great battle over untried ground for

a great breach with tra
My conclu-

a new field and new lines of religious and humane activity.

sion has been that Unitarianism went

outside of genuine Christian

when it decreed to keep a survival of worship of “TLord Jesus
and I hold that the identical mind that was in Ct rist has remained un-

onscience, i

abated, undimmed, and il strious it

career of toil and sacrifice and re: inci your festiva
affection and sympathy will make a sacramen y. -1ard
hope that Mr. Abbot has another career Yyt im. of noble s
] - 1
( I inda cons

in many directions, and of counsels of wisde

3 1
¥y10n, Soclal Progress,

cration by whi

tics may greatly benefit. To whatever motion of honor

made, 1 beg to give my most hearty second and most cordial
which Mr. Abbot

1 about him to

fervently trusting that the sweetness and li

ever kept within himself may hence forth fal

bricht and glad his every st

| am, dear sir,
Yours faithfully,

From Mr. CHARLES D. B. MiLLs.

To Rev. M. J. SAvVAGE, Rev. W. J. POTTER, and others of the Com-
mittee:
Dear F:

pate in the enjoyments of the occasion that your circular describes 1

sends,— Your kind invitation to me to be |

resent and partici-

as

ve me greater pleasuré

been received. Be assured nothing would ¢

than to unite with you, and others who mav be there, in rendering this
is, of

Arls + ¢ 1- 3
mark, slight token as it honor

the name and services of the re-

tiring editor of 7%e /ndex. But to attend will be out of my power [

can be present, therefore, with you only in spirit
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N, oY
There is no name, certainly in our country

1 3
¥y, whom I more cordially
esteem —none that I more deeply love, g

1 with all my heart would

bless —than Francis E. ABpor.

I knew of Mr. Abbot first in 1306 (I think it w 1s), at the
< y at LcC
: :

holding of the Nationa

Conference of the Unitari

city. His brave

S )S ( | 1 11D¢ ] 1
nt t " :
v - i o s fait = : 4
N( 0 \( hono oes to Y 13 \n
] 1
ex C es or¢ y W1S d 11 S Vi in this
el 1 I 1 > 1 Sy
)€ I e [ 1 I [ E Y a |l nal kkeligion
. .
n our count 1cl I'( [ | VOTL( him a deb ept than can
eve 1N (
el ! 1 . :
I : ] mad especially, of the princip of
" a
0 o ( cens | e restraints an
o ) not ( 1 are 1
S 1 1 1
( ( 1 ( 1 1 2 & |
T .
n elig 0 1 S€ ( Here (
Our bro S for s and for (na
¢ | ) ¢ 141
toil a crifice, for lil
n wi ] K¢
[ offer 1 0 yur occasion, my sentiment: —
; 1.4
Our est d cuest, whose clear perceptions have been equalled
alone ourage, o whom truth was majesty supreme
wit X 0 e commande Heav SRLON
His S Wi oti \ rmlv honor. his work an e Wi
( 1 | X hol 1 1 C 1
dee ( nd love Ve o0l 1 ( 1
commend t ( ( ¢ d S 1 ) () 1ed ( [olloOw
1 S 1 1 " 1 f
him, N his wor \ { l e fut e crowned with a
1 1 1 1 | ] labors
SUCC s comple reCOoT n as wide a cordial his labor
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during the past in behalf of

2 true morality, have been arduc

[ remain, with sincere sympat
Yours

So

FAREWELL

Free

Re

yus, self-sacrificing, and untiring.
and best wishes ever,

CHAS.

hy,

D. B. MILLS.

fraternally,

SYRACUSE, N.Y., June 23, 1550.

From

Gentlemen,—1 brie

to be present and parti te at

Mr. Abbot; 1 ez

but

few words beyond the formal regr

of the Directors of

As one

tion to

of of

some

work for ears
as nart
ping
1S
ruture Se¢ emed prom

himself (for of this > took
work of reform to which he

He
Success which he
to
Abbot,

cherished

has met with reverses
not only h

for t

most

desir

most

d to aba

and i T
and he is comj

for another, which i
1c

S not ol

an occasion wou atr

our friend f 1e profoundly

soul, which is thus t

>Mpor

But, while tendering

should

disappointment, we

failed to reverse the shield, t
years of editorial labor, he h
precept and example, he has
ception of the duties of

He has taught them tha
the /lex

of livin

r, not only by it, but

example will continue to

ed

ot permit the occasior

but

g . 1 1
Scripia, and ) S 3
y 1 Dy I exa

DETROIT, June 23, 1

some days since to a note of invit
a2 dinner in honor of my esteemed friend,

13

to pass without adding a

.1
absence.

for my enforced

the In dex .\\\«wz Iro1

1 RSNy Ryt ) S ey 1
S nd, I have had personal lg
VIr. Abbot has hac y contend wi n
111.( s b 1t 1 I'h
& of S 0 ( ntag t
2 () n | ( Cc
1 de 11 s 1
. 1 ;
He S re ed that full measure o
¢ ) ( The Ind nic
Yo rs has been a sy
\ re associated in €
out ) pass fron S
ch s of neces ]
) 1o ar ( n 1 the S(
S and 1
and { 1O« .4‘. ‘(r‘y’,u~' Ol I
1
S O €(
)it The I athy oI ¢ n !
POOTILY errorm the Irn | oftfice, 11 we
hat h r side. In these
1S a 1 )
a \ } Both by
hel 1
NEi} to a clearer per
L1( 0 the stren or nert n
0 n for pure of
NpIi€ has ( nst the
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and labors of his dis

ciples, that will testify to the grand success of his
life and work, though he should “ end all here.”
But, invaluable as has been his work of tl

1e past, it is, if life, health,
and opportunity permit, but a preface to

the great volume that is to
come. The world cannot spare Francis Ellinoy

vood Abbot from the

field of ]lhil(hn!»hiu.’ll thought; and there ty resting upon

us, who know and appre his value here,

that no circum-

stance within our control is suffered to drive him from i

t us, then,

avail ourselves of

s social occasion, not alone to w

him a hearty
iness upon which he is entering, but to comfort and
cheer him with the pledge of our substantial aid.
to the end th

God-speed in the bus

should it be required,

t he may continue his philosophical studies, and labor for

the furtherance of truth and the well-being of mankind.
E. W. MEDDAUGH.
I'o Rev. M. J. SavaGe and

‘'rom the Rev. CHARLES VOYSEY.

CAaMDEN Housg, DuLwicH, LoNDoN, S.E.,

June 7, 18

Dear S [ re the wide Atlantic prevents my
being pres t nner to be given to my dear and

a grateful recol-

ection of I erved u 1 as a modest
contrib ( ; For ki ss and courtes)
ould not be s apart from all personal cor
have a I Mr. A s in every inch of him an hone
ure 11 of late years especi

|

dissolute ¢ 1 2] G and so-called 1
our W st applaus The Inde will b
1 t pla

2 £ nol
ger tions hence as the savior of the cause of true liberty of thoug
generatio ce as the sav :

nt,
ind demanding that before all things it should be decent.
1

hat our common gratitude could find some solid expression

1 Abbot, for the rest of his , absolute immunity

o 1 Lo -1l
SO Or If any such testimonial is started, I beg you kindly

opportunity of subscribing towards it.

- sir, very faithfully yours,
' CHARLES VOYSEY.
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From Gen. ROBERT J. TURNBULL.
WESTCHESTER, June 5, 1880.
The Rev. M. J. SavaGe and Members of the Committee :
Gentlemen.— As your note of invitation was only received a few days
ago on my return from the South, my reply has been necessarily delayed.
[ should be rejoiced to be one of the company on the occasion of the
ret that family duties at

dinner to our admired friend, Mr. Abbot, but re
that time render it impossible for me to be absent from home.

[ cannot. however, at this time forbear recording my testimony to tl
expanding and enlightening influence that Mr. Abbot’s editorship of 77
Index, with its purity of moral sentiment and elevating tone, free from
all taint of superstition, has had upon my mind during the decade that I
have been its constant reader. The paper was first brought to my noti
by my valued friend, Mr. A. Warren Kelsey, also a frequent contributor
to its columns, during the dark days at the South that followed the cle
of the war, when failure and ruin in that section seemed to follow ever;

enterprise, however well conceived or faithfully executed. In

n, its advent was the

tion of a bachelor’s life upon a remote plantati

like a ray of light from a brighter world ; and its strong reliance uj

natural resources and upon our own natural endowments,

tion of all difficulties, was a tower of strength to the 1

with the trials and disappointments of the situation, and I think

1

own case has contributed much to a result which I think [ may conside:

a partial success, where there has been little else than failure.

That this life is worth living for its own sake, and that as a du

well as a pleasure, we should live in action, has appeared so clearl

\

its pages and his pen that the scene of labor has seemed invest

a new interest, and as leading to issues in a fruitful future, notwith
ing the encouragements which seemed to be wanting to the eye of faitl
I

In whatever channel the labors of Mr. Abbot may hereafter 1

rected, there is none, I am sure, where their spirit will be more

and where greater regret will follow their cessation, than

The Index. Yours very truly,

ROBERT J. TURNBULL.

From Prof. EzrA Asror, D.D., LL.D.
REV. M. J. SAVAGE:

dear Sir.— Please acce - [ : 3 s
; 1z ear Sir, Please accept my thanks for your invitation to attend the
(!I]l]k,:l in honor of Francis E. Abbot. I have been hoping to be present
: i 4 o e nt,
but find, to my great regret, that it will be

d, ea out of my power. Thou
our opinions are diffe n

ent on some important st
more heartily in a testimonial of respect

7 I
LS, nO one could jom

for his noble character. His
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disinterestedness, earnestness. courage, hone

2sty, and purity, conjoined
34 - arl 1 M - 113 5

with remarkable intellectual ability, have long commanded my hichest
admiration. He is one whom no motive could tempt for a moment to
swerve from fidelity to his convictions of Truth and Right. Tt is of su h

stuff that heroes and martyrs are

=H'!L'.
Very truly vours,

EzrA ABBOT,

rom ex-Judge E. P. HURLBUT.

ALBANY, June 14, 1880.
I'ER, and others :

distance (reckoned by miles)

+ r 1 4 + 1: ~ .
J I y attendance at the dinner to Mr. Francis E.
Abbot. Yet the distance is only of mile s, for |

am near you in spirit,

| cordec the n
honor to th t nl n )
f
’ 7
cdal W
. .

S ) ours. to ’ es the intel-
¢ o for 1 al courag 0 At ) face
o all pr : 5 with those of the large majority
( S o himself remote m the sympathies of his
cont S

A1
. 1o 1 \ Ady &« st .
simp r trut 1 Y one “quit of
el A
A SIS an the rourth
rOO( of ( R discourse
wa
On VO o1 S W nd
) 1
0 d oulat :
( ( ol 1 L D HcC
will live, T hope, to 1
On ) r DO 1 on the
natural laws, amid the wrecl f ent myths ai uperstitions
Mr. Abbot has labored I “the best
abused man ”’ among us. Yet he and his paper have survived, — himself
sh in sor ilness to his fellow-men, and the
wer t lec ( minds of An ind Europe

s 3 T 10
which 1 e hit ) rec el so highly

I would write much more. but. on occasions 1 yours, brevity is a
1 1 con self with adc my kindest wishes for Mr.

Abbot and those who honor him.

Very sincerely yours,
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From Mr. GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS.

WesT NEW BRIGHTON, STATEN IstAND, N.Y,,
June 21, 1880.

My dear Sir,—1 am very much obliged by the kind invitation to the
dinner to Mr. Abbot, and I am very sorry that I cannot accept it. It is
a tribute of honor to a scholar who has resolutely maintained the three
fundamental American rights,—the three in one, and the only trinity
which probably he would be willing to acknowledge : free ‘Ll]()ll'\"lllh free
speech, and a free press. All friends of moral and intellectual liberty,

gainst

who know how subtle, but how strong, are the influences arrayed ¢
it, will gladly unite both in testifying their regard and sympathy for one
who has served the cause so faithfully as Mr. Abbot, and in wishing him
prosperity in his new career.
With great regard, very truly yours,
i GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS.

From Rev. HENrRY W. BELLOWS, D.D.

NEwW YORK, 232 E. 15, May 30, 1880.

Dear Mr. Savage,— 1 shall not be able to join your dinner to Mr.
Abbot, for I have just lost a very dear brother, and shrink from
festivities.

I am none the less glad that Boston is ready to testify its respect for
the manly courage and conscientious verity of my honored friend, Mr.
Abbot, with whose special views I have no great sympathy, but with
whose pure spirit and self-

acrificing fidelity I have boundless fellow-
feeling. I wish you the

greatest success in giving Mr. Abbot a hearty
send-off from his editorial office. We shall welcome him in New York,
where we hear he is coming, with lively expectations of his success in
his new calling as classical teacher; and we hope to give him all the
support he desires.

Very cordially yours,

HENRY W. BELLOWS.

From Prof. WiLLiaM T. HARRIS.

St. Louts, Mo., June 22, 1880.

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE: i
Dear A\zf‘,—lt would give me great pleasure to be with you on the

occasion of the dinner to Mr. Francis E. :

visiting Missouri and Arkansas tl

share with you in the de

Abbot, but the necessity of
1is week renders it impossible. I

sire to show some token of respect and regard
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for Mr. Abbot, who has given such a rare example of |

1onest, manly
character to the world. 1

trust he may yet long continue to be as
helpful to us as in the past.
l\)(‘,\'llt(f(i—\ln.\' yours,

W. T. HARRIS.
From Rev. MONCURE D. CONWAY.

Dear Mr. Sawvc

will be a little too

A

¢,— I regret that my departure for America this vear

e for me to avail myself of the invitation with which
your Committee have honored me. I have met many a worthy soldier
of truth and justice at Young’s, but none more valiant in a cause he
holds true than Francis E. Abbot. When he ran up his
banner at Toledo, it was something like Garrison 1
Liberator. The latter

Ll

little paper-
running up his small

has become a historic flag liberty, and the
former will not be
1

her jewels the names of those

forgotten or unsung in the day w

as

Your honored guest is less known to me personally

than to most of

“j_u\:' ‘\‘.1,() Wil

around him. I have

known him mainly through
I have sometimes differed from hi

The Index. his opinions, and he per-

haps oftener from mine,— if

that isn’t an Iris

i therefore, it will not
be thought the partiality of personal friendship, when I say that Francis
EE. Abbot appears to me t

who have never drz:

That which
was called the Theistic movement in England is declining, as I think,
nply because those who pioneered it came to a point beyond which
ey w‘m"‘ui not move in the direction of liberty.

st freedom of thought.

are some who

feel, with Spinoza, to define God is to destroy him; whose only
clear conceptions in that direction are st S 1ed against such
de

I am one of these, and must say that the more constructive

peak of us and our negative position

friendly way,-

1 their deitv 3 poae
ply enough to suggest that their deity is not far

evolved beyond that earlier one supposed to be so anxious about human

notions concerning him.

} whi
g :\Znullg the songs wil

ch the late Professor
Clifford composed while at Cambridge, and which the students there
still sing, one has a verse running:
“If you and God should disagree
On questions of Theologee,
You're damned to all Eternitee,

Poor, blind worm!”

x P m PR S
[he song will no doubt be sung so long as even liberal minds are so

often found defending certain views as if religion and moral life de-
i tl . ; fal
pended on them,— which were as much as to say that one cannot fall

in love without holding certain physiological or metaphysical theories
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of his sweetheart’s nature. The little difficulty about this proposition

is that it is not true. And Mr. Abbot has recoenized that it is not.

While meeting opinion with argument, he has not added any sting such

- - han
as men use on ('Il(h other when th

are aiming to please God. He

has spoken strongly when the interests of morality seemed to him at
I )

stake ; but even in that controvers) rem

has appealed to rical prejudice or ed

an organ inspired by God. These appeéar to me 1

as human society and the human re left fn

evolution, I believe they will ste lily gain in wisdo

no error or fiction will remain, th in be n il o ¢ est
unless the arrest come throug phantasmal force it included
among the factors of natural evolution. Our diff ices and discussion

may all go on in a healthy human way, if only no man fancies he is

dearer to God than the other man who holds another opinion. So long
as that notion survives, even in the accents of d res

sion can never be perfect. We must cast away oht
perpetually insinuating itself into the I of reason, t ng tl

his way or t by 1 upon the nerves (inherited from

ratic age: should hold the balances untrem

v}v“.li)“‘a* true. S ¢ !\1 ner L€ o0 St

has he done I could judge, that ¢ in others
where, to my distant vision, his case was not made quite clear, I have
felt that he was honestly endeavoring to hold his balances ti ind i
is for this his equity, for his scorn of piously poisoned we s, as well

as for his courage in

1g the side of an unpopular truth and his

patient working for it,

o rateful for this opport H]i‘w} of adding

to the tributes of those near

of services which it will require fur

INGLEWOOD, BEDFORD PA

Telegram from Prof. FELIX ADLER,

Pu.D.

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY, NEW YORK.

To CHAIRMAN OF THE ABBOT DINNER:

Warmest, heartiest, and affectionate good wishes to
who has so long [

S

ointed 7Ve Index finger of li

= 1

I
unfree, untrue, and unclean !

: I deplore his te mporary retirement from
1e combatants, b 2 2 C le 1 tchi 1

tl_u ‘combatants, but shall be consoled 1n watching how the streams of

his intellect, that have poured through the sca

ttered channels of journal
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will unite in one broad flow, and bear a me morable tribute to the

sea ol 11<'L‘|1 }w]\ilu\n]»l'»iul] thought.

Examinations take place in my Kindergar

I cannot be

am wholly wit]

mg all the

iS none that

FELIX ADLER.

From Rev. Joun W. (

[ can see fa 0 1 ) know t
) [ 1 T« n £
e o 0 Mr. Abb S
1 ( )\ A S long and fa ul service
1 ) O 1 l )T St, more con-
o 1tio1 LN N ¢ Of ho any editors of
\ 1 nals, secular ¢ ig 5, could it be truly said that
er one 1 1 an e paragraph which did not
ess their undermost conviction concerning the matter in hand? But
confic hat this 1 sai Francis Abbot 1out a parti-
cl ogeration. T an editor, like that of a policeman, “is
I \ | I I ] | cumstances | yyances
( ) B Mr. A has SS
{ ( S ( S JUSNESS ] ‘."x Lo H.V?
rhes on o 15t afforded him
itorial work has been to me, what
hi orate essays upon the nature of
re n and moralit d other kindred themes. For these I cannot
‘ iently express 1 oratitude. Here, it appears to me, the genius of
r fric “‘37 has its most natural home; and am hoping that one effect
? retirement f v The Index will be to furnish with ampler
( ort for eholding the bright co ( e of in the quiet
and still air of 1tful studies,” and re to us the radiance which
h ¢
\ nt fi 1 vou in m ¥ eav S
M: 1 s my Sspirit signal across to yt
salutatior May ,\‘4[‘“‘7_"” n unte V1 ot to
SW to the truth concerning himself, in so a
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there be told! Assure him that, wherever he goes, our love will follow
him, and that in the at battle for truth and freedom we shall still count
on him for many a valiant stroke.
Yours ever faithfully,
JouN W. CHADWICK.

To Rev. M. J. SAVAGE.

From the Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 15, 1880.

Rev. M. J. SAVAGE:

ion. Few

¢s for the invitat

My dear Sir,—1 give you my best
things, were it but convenient, would be more agreeable to my wishes

1 to be present at the dinner proposed to be given in Boston on the
] I th

t

entleman for whom 1

twenty-fifth in honor of Mr. Francis 1

1. He has nq

rtain sentiments of highest

done much to break the fetters of religious superstition, for which he is

t only

41 i 1 Y haa wit) i 154 1
.m.._wl. to atituae, but ]m nas with singuiar 1 1ty and earnestness

enforced those lessons of personal rectitude observance of

ich there can be no solid happiness in the worl
from the perusal of his editorials in 7%e /ndex, deej
ir wholesome, br: and elevating tendenc
others, I regret that his vigorous pen to
accustomed work. I am not quite sure that I cannot be with you on the
25th of June; but, if not present on that occasion, pl e ess to Mr
Abbot my best wishes for his health, prosperity, and nd for
hi T ¥ i RIS + 2 1 ¢ . 4 1 i
is speedy return to the field in which he 1 st sturdy and
valuable labore Very trul
I DOUGI.ASS
From Mr. Jou~ L. STODDARD
AT SEA, on board S. S City of Richmond.

May 31, 1880.

J. A. J. WiLcox, Esq.:

Dear Sir,— When, on the eve of my departure from AmeYica, I read

your Kind mvitation to the bb Dinner, I thought I reeretted as mucl

- i1 - 1 LR ;

as was possible my inability LO D€ present LV n for
pI nt aving bpbeen 1or ¢

week tossed unmer ifully on the reeling bill

amid horrid visions of slopi

state-rooms, enlivened only by the recollect
ating dishes served by short-w

possible and impossible
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my hearty appreciation of the zeal, earnestness, industry, and constancy
shown by him in the propagation of ideas which it required intellectual
intrepidity to arrive at, and moral courage to profess. He and I have
(li;"l'(-ll'c& "'nn] do so still, though less, it may be, than formerly. But I
have never been blind — how could any one be blind? —either to his

acumen or his uncommon personal qualities and of late I have warmly
sympathized with his contention against a wild liberalism (wild, when not
worse). and with his assertion of the authority of reason, represented by
the great consensus of healthy minds, as opposed to the pretensions of

t unities, spir-

an upstart individualism which would dissolve all the
itual and social, into a dust of squeaking atoms. From his * scientific

method ” he hopes more than I} but I long to see a book in which he

shall thoroughly test its capabilities as applied to the grand ideal inter-
ests of mankind; and I hape earnestly that he may have health and
leisure to prepare such an addition to our serious literature.

Yours very truly, D. A. WASSON.

From Rev. ROBERT COLLYER.

NEW YORK, June 21, 1880.

Dear Sir,— Your circular, which- came this morning, thirty-five days

after date of issue, leaves me no time to come to Boston to attend the

not

dinner you propose to give Mr. Abbot on the twenty-fifth. I

have been able to come in any event, but should have tried to be there;

because I love Francis Abbot like a brother, and admire as I love him.

[ think we are all his debtors for the noble words he has spoken this
generation, and the truth he has bought at such a cost, but never sold.

en laid on him to penetrate into regions of thought s m to

us, and remote from our life, and to 1¢ port to us how divine
they are, even as the little garden plots in which we have t abor. He
sees the truth in its clear whiteness : we split tl risms
after our kind. We cannot help this. We mt sion
But the whole world of freethinkers must feel, ere

is in such a rare gift, and in being faithful as Mr. Abbot has been to it
and will be even unto death. May God bless all true pioneers like my
friend. Yours indeed,

ROBERT COLLYER.

From Rev. MiNoT |J. SAVAGE.

Mr. J. A. J. WiLcox:

Dear .

ad hoped . -
[ had hoped to be present at the Abbot Dinner, and in

PErson expre DO " : : ’ ]
: €xpress my appreciation of the brains and devotion which that
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occasion is to honor. But, so far from that. I have not now the time

even to put on paper what I think and feel.

We honor ourselves in honoring such a man. It has never been my
fortune to know a more complete and unselfish consecration to §~rinw‘§1‘hi.
The mind and heart of one such man is €nous

contempt; and no movement

Hercules cleansir he Augean
sicht. 1 rejoice to see our H

e wise

enough 1 chair for one of

Tnﬁnf\
of America.

Wishing you all a good dinner an

d, I am heartily yours,

M. J. SAVAGE.

)
From Mr. OLIVER ¢
1€ LY, 180
L W not b m ) I ¢ ( kind
0 din
1
our board ¢ (
ad n I«
s |
1 O ) voke
furnisl th v v
1 ba ur noble humanity. Mr. Abbot is constrained to fight
f libert I 1 iochteousness under another banner; but he 1S
{0)} yert ) and e
fichting in tl I us d for the same ends
fighting 1 e sa 1
honoral 1 ) ¢ 1 | ynor him not th
! S etter than m
his 1 i d his weaj
I ; ; b rsuaded i1 1S own
1 in reconst e world according
1 ] I 1 ( <tia will b
I S ( tl ( il | i )
1l | ts of 1 and e name O
honored and loved as never betore
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And so, with all my heart, I crave a blessing upon your feast, and a
lm'lwtunl benediction upon the noble man in whose honor it will be
spread. Yours for the largest liberty,

OLIVER JOHNSON.

)

f. FrRANCIS E. NIPHER.

From 1

I greatly 1 et tl )
ant occasion in honor of Mr. Abbot, as ‘
reach Boston until a somewhat later date. I
the objects propose and onls \ (
which we owe to Mr. Abbot in a m 5 tat
will not feel discouraged ‘w_‘ tl ) ] wrance of events.
1( ) S SOMH ssar y
lla 5 s and logs « oh

sul ( ( 1l 0 les © \ b b suffering,
like The n 10 is tl we do n low
our individual troubles to anno .

Thankin

* yOu most ce
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least, an irresistible attraction. It seemed to me as if I had been

acquainted with him from my earliest yvouth: for 1

is a spirit kindred

to that of our own Jewish prophets. With the same purity of heart and
exaltedness of thought, he forestalls the future more or less clear

S

pointed out by the Hebrew prophets, when all men will worship the God

With the same ferven

1111 f .

lful of consequences, he
1 1 * 1 "
expounds the religion of hui 1

1 times aspired.

e of the pro S oOur oent

But this co )
to rt of all who are a to
t rv S, ARG :
ST Y which he renders

retirement from

The Ind:

friend, I am confident that Mr.

\\i\i(‘l\

Abbot will find a field for his untiring activity and in behalf of
enlightened religious s iments
| KIng you mos rtily for h permitted me to
€ S S es M1 ybot’s friend
STl ) hough abs odv. 1 ou in s
Most ti respectf 0
Dr. M. SCHLESINGER
From Mr. B. F. NDERWOOD
INDIKE, june 24,
Mr. M. J. SA I
Dear Sz7 I have been ex fing till to easure ( meeting
\bbo S ds in Bostor -MOTTOW €Vel o 1 ir-
DS '; s ‘ The loss g
\ , P S olad
‘ the  willl speak more fittinoly than' 1
T +1 nket
Al ( i ncils I DO, the ClI¢ Cl¢ NnKetl the con
cientious S( la representative ot € ougl ind the
¢ ( of equa nd ct 1stice for all! His unwavering
ova t ( onvictions of "¢ ind the noble moral enthusiasm
b1 S d h in his worl ommand the niration even of
( | ( 1 ¢ ( 1 V1 e spot as large even
( of Acl S ( ] rrow of 1 ce could finc
( ) n bes Fhousands who have
) ( | VI A ( nroug 7 /7 vill ntii to
‘ s never forget the heroic
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un

2o : annot be present, and wishing you a very pleas:
Regretting that I cannot be prese g ) Y pleasant
party, I am i
? Very truly yours,
B A NDERWOOD,

From Mr. CHARLES K. WHIPPLE.

BROOKLINE, May 30, 1880.

Messrs. M. J. SAVAGE, WM. J. POTTER, and others:
Dear Friends,— 1 rejoice to learn, by your kind note of invitation now
before me, that the friends of Mr. Francis E. Abbot intend to give public
expression to their high regard for him, and their appreciation of his

work as editor of Z%e Index, before he leaves Boston. Circumstances

will prevent my presence at the dinner you propose to give on the 25th

of June. But I am heartily glad to find this occasion of declaring the
respect and reverence I feel for Mr. Abbot, and my sense of the prac-
tical value of his editorial work in promoting the public welfare, intel
lectually and morally. For ten years, we, the readers of 7%e /ndex, have
recognized in Mr. Abbot an earnest search for truth, a candid estimate
:

of conflicting opinions in regard to it, a frank and fearless expression

of the conclusions at which he had arrived, justice in dealing with oppo-
nents, signal sweetness of temper under misrepresentation and abuse,
confidence that free discussion is the right and the best means of finding

g
truth, persistent labor and self-sacrifice in behalf of principle, and a
purity and nobleness of life which enhanced the value of his testimony.

I would especially mention in Mr. Abbot’s praise that, when occasion

arose, he emphasized the distinction between liberalism and libertinism,

and did not shrink from the unpleasant duty of resisting those who would
press liberty to the point of licentiousness.

Trusting that Mr. Abbot may meet the success he so well deserves
in his next enterprise, and that all may go well at the pleasant festival
you are arranging,

[ am yours very truly,
! ! " CHARLES K. WHIPPLE.

From Prof. AboLrH WERNER.

NEwW YORrk, 339 West 29th Street, June 1, 1880.
Mr. M. J. SAVAGE: 7
Dear Sir,— Please accept my thanks for your kind invitation. It
would give me great pleasure to be able to iui]{ you in an expression of
admiration of Mr. Abbot, for whose charac ter, i“-u llect, attainments, and
work I have long had the highest respect. I regret exceedingly that the
work connected with the close of the college year will detain me in New
York, -
[ am very respectfully yours,

ApoLrH WERNER.
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From Rev. SAMUEL LONGFELLOW.

GERMANTOWN, May 31I.

Dear Siry— My duties will keep me at home at the time of the pro-

posed dinner to Mr. Abbot, so that I cannot accept your invitation. 1

=

should be ¢lad, however, to say that, while I have often differed from
/

’ 774 1N houe
Lie Ina In thoug

and in methods, I have alw:

and gcood spirit; his devoted and

s respected its

tor’s ability, thorough sir

ager knight-errantry in behalf of liberty and in the search for truth:
and his earnest loyalty in keeping the banner of liberalism free from
moral stain.

Sending my respects to him and the good company which will gather

2

) greet him on the twenty-fifth,
[ am, dear sir, cordially yours,

SAMUEL LONGFELLOW.

R M. J. S E
rom Mr. GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.
NEWCASTLE CHAMBERS, Essex Street, )]
Lonpon, W.C., June 10, 1880.
My dear Sir, \ short illness overtook me in Scotland, else I should

have replied to your letter at once. It would be to me a pleasure, as

well as an honor, to take part in the dinner to Mr.

Abbot, were it possible. Few persons whom |

ressed me more than he,

meet in America

s and the advocac
[is nobl ror the nfr
= 2 | 1 Y ke
ht principle and conduct, makes
€ ( for the reputation of intelle
( r hich he has so brilliantly ed for
ontinue the hands of Mr. Potter, his successor, and
Abl 1g to witness, with pride and honor, good
seeds spring up a thousand-fold, which he has sown with so valiant
.
a hand.
Not being able to write myself, my daughter Emilie writes for me, in

hope that these few words may reach you with the many others you

receive on the twenty-fifth.
Very sincerely yours,
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.
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From Mr. CHARLES WATTS.

The * SeEcuLAR REVIEW,” 8} Fleet Street,

LonDpoN, E.C., June 8, 1880,
Dear Sir,— Many thanks for your kind invitation to be present at the
dinner you intend giving to Mr. Abbot on June 235. I regret very much

that I shall not be present, as it would afford me great pleasure to join
\
1l

in a manifestation of hearty appreciation of the labors of one who, like

Mr. Abbot, has lived a noble and consistent public life. I have not the
pleasure of personally knowing the gentleman; but, from his writings

and the testimony of those who have the advanta

> of his acquaintance,
it is evident that he is thoroughly worthy of the honor you are about to
confer upon him. Mr. Abbot is undoubtedly a consistent worker for the
public good, and one who has the courage of his opinions and a marked
fidelity to conviction; a gentleman who has proved that he has a mind
.\‘H])cl‘i.ul‘ to selfish interests, and whose actions are

governed by the

principles of uniform rectitude and int In his future care

earnestly wish him every success, and trust that your gatheri

twenty-fifth will be in every sense successful
With sympathy for all who work for human i

£ Believe me, yours very truly,

T'he Rev. M. J. Savace, Boston, Mass.

From Mr. NATHANIEL R. WATERS.

M. J. SAVAG]
Dear Sir,— Your missives reached me in Baltimore a few days ago,

and I would gladly thank you for them in person and be present at the

‘0 honor Mr. Abbot
at this time is to honor Truth and Right, and to uphold the liberal cause

upon its only safe and sound basis. We have

forthcoming banquet : but fat
g |

> will not have it so.

crying need of men like
him, and of the work they are fitted to do. H 1

society and the

world, whose monster evils the spread of knowledge and righteousness
alone can effectually redress, if the needed
come, and if they shall be recog
wherever they appear. The liberal name covers self-seekers and dema
gogues to a fearful extent; and the amount of

against the heaving sides of moribund

seers and doers shall speedily

nized and honored as they ought to be

small shot expended

church religion is shocking to
an economist. But the “words fitly spoken,” that will help us to avoid
putting our own lusts in the place of our neighbors’ superstitions, are
indeed so rare as to be “like apples of ogold in network of silver.” For
my part, I can hzu‘(ﬂ) conceive of /

our Ind,

v without an ApsoT; but I
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heartily hope that the organ will flourish under the new auspices, for we
require it still, and I know of no paper to take its place.

Let me in conclusion wish a useful, prosperous, and lengthened life-

time to Mr. Abbot; to 7%e Index, abounding success and triumph: to

all your good company, appetite, digestion, and fresh, free-thinking
fruits to follow.
I am, sir, respectfully yours,

NATHANIEL RAMSAY WATERS.

From Mr. LEwis G. JANES.

BROOKLYN, June 23, 1880.
MR. J. A. J. WILCOX:

Sir,— Contrary to my expectation, business engagements

will prevent me from

present at the dinner to Mr.

et " + had mad ] AN ey + nd
Friday next. I had made all my arrangements to go, anc

sarliest issue,
ied my respect for his sincerity, truthfulness, and

wuse of freedom and cha

icter in religion can ill

of his brain and pen; and I can but hope, while

success in his new field of labor, that the cause to

so many of his best years may not

and pen.

tions to Mr. Abbot,

LEwWIS G. JANES

From Mr. CHARI

ALBANY, N.Y., June 23, 1830.

\. |
Dea the city and other causes have interfered
0 Pres he kind invitation of »\uu‘w'{ and others
) be | ered our friend, Mr. F. E. Abbot,
)OI IL‘ 1510 lea [nd, over whose columns he
s so long d s ] residec I X o o
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to struggle with a desperate effort to pervert to base uses and ends the
cause he had so dearly loved and bravely and unselfishly labored for.
My kindest and best wishes go equally with our friend wherever duty
Iﬂ{l\"ill the future carry him, and with the dear /zdex under its new
n‘.;u‘m;cmunt, I shall be pleased at any time to contribute my mite to
any more substantial testimonial which Mr. Abbot’s friends may see fit
to ‘iumh;r him, and which I believe he deserves to receive.
I am yours very respectfully,
CHASs. M. CUYLER,

From Mr. E. B. WELCH.

NEW YORK, 137 Broadway, June 24, 1880.
Mr. J. A, J. WiLcox:

Dear Sir,— 1 have been hoping, ever since the receipt of the invita-

tion that you kindly sent me, to be able to meet our mutual friend,
Francis E. Abbot, at the dinner to be gi in his honor to-morrow, in

Boston, by a few of his numerous friends and admirers: but at the last
moment I am reluctantly cor lled to o the anticipated pleasure.
I know that the occasion will be a rare ind t, and

8 itions

regret that I cannot enjoy and express to Mr. Al
that I feel under to him for the large measure of enjoyment and instruc-
ived from 7%e 7

Will you also do me the favor to present to Mr. Abbot a volume which

22 while under his editorship.

tion der

I found to-day in a street book-stall, bearing the following title :

“ Antonii van Dale Dissertationes de Origine ac Progressu Idololatrie

et Superstitionum,”’ etc.
[t bears the imprint of “ Boom,” Amsterdam, MDCXCVI (1696); so

that booms are not a modern invention, as New Yorkers generally sup-

pose. Whether the book has any special value except for its age and

the subjects it treats of, I am not competent to ju , having dropped

my school-days Lati

, together with my early Calvinistic education, along

the road of life ; but I think that Mr. Abbot, b a scholar as well as a

philosopher, may find something in it that may give it some value to him.
Yours truly,
E. B. WELCH.

From Mr. WiLLiAM GREEN.

WesT NEwTON, May 31, 1880.
Mr. J. A. J. WiLCOX: :

Dear Sir,—1 have before me your note of the r7th instant, inviting
me to unite with some of Mr. Abbot’s friends in giving him a social

reception before he shall relinquish the editorship of ZVe /ndexr. Mr.
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Abbot deserves all the attention and honor and sy npathy that will ever

be given him, and I am pleased to hear of the proposed meeting of his

ve known 7%e /ndex, 1 have been much inter-

friends. As

ested In t, and would be much becoms

i o rmatory
ors. But it 1«
no O out evenines, nor ( en
nd 1 hearing is such that I she 1 <o .
d on the occas nd conseque no companion. ere-
hl + 1 $ P | L 4 - - e
€ [ am obl oe( ) ASK vyou to accept these reasons as my excuse
not joming wit ( ind others on the proposed occasion. Please accept
my thanks for t vitatio
ly,
WiLLIAM GREEN
Fre 2 H W O EM d 1 y
CONCORD, | 22. 18
2 VIr. S \ (
i | I'¢ our note ting (
r M does not feel ab to comt¢ or ¢
| Y TrTe( nsw
1 [ ( S ¢ 1 n ¢ re 1 o
] ] 1 | { el but e finds |
( I { —~ -4 Lt { 1LC1 L C
{ Yours truly,
ELLEN | EMERSO)
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