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FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 

THE careful observer of the signs of the times cannot have failed to 
Dfltice the strong and general feeling of opposition in the public mind to 
the practice of flogging in the navy. Presumed expediency is likely to 
yield to humanity, or, in the view of some, to sentimentality, in the call 
for the abolition of the lash. The question may, therefore, soon become, 
Dot whether the power to inflict corporal punishment shall be taken from 
the commanders of our ships of war, but, what disciplinary means shall 
be substituted for that. authority. All admit that such commanders, 
acting singly, should be, on ~heir peopled deck, superior to everybody 
and to everything-except the laws of God and of their country. Can 
such a supremacy be maintained without the means of checking the lazy 
and the skulking-the vicious and the unruly-by a system of terror 1 
For this purpose, can any policy short of the bloody code of Draco be 
8ubstituted for a mode of punishment as ancient as the collection of man
kind in families? 

The reply to these doubts has been dogmatically prodaimed : " Tne 
American citizen shall not be scourged." This sentiment, issued from a 
high place, is believed to have met a response in the hearts of the people. 
If so, it is idle to advocate the abstract question of the propriety of Bog
ging sailors. It is the part of wisdom to meet the difficulty without 
reserve, and procure for the ancient system, under which the navy has 
been governed hitherto, one suited to the national taste, yet calculated to 
preserve that good order and obedience to lawful authority absolutely 
necessary for military efficiency. 

It is true, that if punishment by stripes was prohibited by Jaw, there 
would still be in the hands of the commanding officer other means of 
discipline-such as confinement, the withholding the privilege of going 

shore, certain extra orders, &'c .. all of which are conferred by the 
~ YOLo XXV.-NO. CXXXIV. 1 
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articles of war, directing punishments according to the usage of the sea
servir,e. But are such meRns 8ufficie1lt for the ends in view 7 Officers 
of experience and judgment declare, that with the description of force 
employed in the navy at present, it would be impracticable to maintain 
dUQ efficiency with them alone. We are told, that the necessity of pun
ishing offences w.ould require the confinement' of so many as to convert 
the ship into a floating jail. Without admitting this to its full extent, the 
clallnants for pe~emptory abolition are willing to allow, that it would not 
be unattended with inconveniences, unless substitutes for the lash were 

first provided. 


In searching for a proper course to pursue under these circumstances, 

it cannot fail to strike any olle who will take the trouble to investigate 

the subject, that it will be necessary to re·model entirely the articles of 

war, or, in other words, to repeal the" Act for the better government of 

the navy of the United States," approved April 23d, 1800, and replace it 

with another. If the authority it confers on the commanding officers 

of ships, to flog sailors for any and all offences, without impusing any 

restraint upon the abuse of such an extraordinary power, were in accord

ance with the interests of the service and the genius of our institutiolls, 

the act in other respects is objectinnahle, and inefficient as a naval code. 


We propose to review thiR law in brief terms-in the first place to 
notice its history and operation, and then to indicate some of its defects. 
We wlll then be better prejlared to show to the satisfaction of men of 
republican principles, who, entertaining a proper respect fur the laborer, 
fear the consequellces of interfering with an ancIent practice-that flngging 
in the navy should be abolished j or, that ifit he retained unuer any circum
stances, it be confined to criminals-that is, to those who stand disgraced 
by their own conduct j provided such criminality can be established be
fore a legal tribunal. 

PART I.-NAVAL ARTICLES OF WAit.. 

THE parentage and history of the act for the beUer government of tbe 
navy of the U lIiled Stntes, which, for the sake of brevity, will hereafter be 
termed the act of 1800, are worthy of attention. It jllstly claims a 
venerable antiquity. A large portion is copied from the first British 
Naval Articles of War, 13th Car. 11., c. 9, elllitled, ., An Act for Estab
lishing Articles and Orders for the Regulatlllg and Better Government 
of his MajeslY's N1.Vies, Ships of War, and Forces by Sea." This was 
enacted shortly after the Restoration, when the Duke of York, afterwards 
James U., held the office of Lord High Admiral. On this prince enter
ing upon the duties of commander-in-chief for the navy of his brother 
Clarendon informs us that" the first work was to make alterations and 
to christen those ships which preserved the memory of the Republic." 
His Ilext ohject was to find suitable commanders for them, as we are 
informed that" the navy was (1660) full of sectaries, and under the 
government of those who, of all men, were de~lared the ml'strepublican." 
The selectloll~ made on the occa-ioD were well calculated to effect the 
desired ohject-tn blot from the memory of Enalishmen the recollection 
of the unsurpasl;ed, if not still unequalled glori~s of the English navy, 
under the renowned Blake. when the British standard was supported by 
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republican sailors, under the command of republican officers. For men 
worthy the coufidence of Robert Blake, were substituted the pimps of the 
Merr¥ Monarch, and the para ites of his mistresses. The smiles of royalty 
were thus bestowed, in orrler that the recipients might reap the profits of 
prize-money, or rather pillage. 

It was at this period, and for a navy commanded by such llIen, th~t the 
first naval articles were established by the British Parliament. It was at 
the period when the struggle .. for systems of ideas and of government, 
between the aristocratic and repulJlican classes, had terminated in the 
triumph of the former, and the total overthrow of the latter_ It 
cannot be reasonably supposed, that, under such circumstances, their 
regulations would be suited to our navy or to our times. Examine the 
old English articles of Charles 11., and we find nothing to define the 
rights ;)f the defenceless, and no adequate protection against the abuse 
of authority. Our act oflSOO resembles it greatly in letter, and is itsfac 
Simile in spirit. Alld yet Charles' rules, unlike ours in that respect, con
tain no authority, in distinct terms, to inflict stripes; and it is a matter of 
doubt whether the practice of flogging sailors prevailed in the fleets of 
Blake.· That corporal punishmellt should not have been referred to in 
the articles, when fines, imprisonment, and death were mentioned liS pun
ishments to be inflicted, justifies the inference, either that they were not 
used, although military discipline is known to have been efficient under 
the Commonwealth, or that public sentiment was too warmly opposed to 
it, to render the insertion of such a power advisable, except in a clandes
tine manner. This was accompli hed by the last article, which opens the 
door for any species, or almost any degree, of tyranny. It answers to 
article 32, in the act of 1800, and is in these words: "All other faults, 
lUisdemeanors, and disorders committed at sea, not mentioned in this 
act, shall be punished according to the laws and customs in such cases at 
sea." 

To supply rules and regulations, not provided in Charles' articles, the 
Lord High Admiral, or the Commissioners for executing the duties of 
the Lord High Admiral, issued from time to time ., Instructions," as the 
Secretary of the Navy, with us, now issues his ~eneral orders. In these 
"Instructions" we soon find the authority to flog invested in command

• The arbitrary power of a commander of a ship to flog sailors, essentially aristo
cratic, is probably a relic of fendal sla¥e ry. In the Roman sen-laws, taken from the 

• 	 Rhodian, no distinction is made in the punishment of mqster aud mariner, in their 
official relations. The distinction is of a social kind, as of bond and free, high aud 
low degree. The following is the eighth article: 

.. If any master, merchant, or mariner, st"ike a man with his fi t, and blind him, or 
by kicking him hf' bursts his belly, he shall pay twelve nobles, be. ides the doctor's 
fees, to the perdon for the lo_s of the eye, alld tell nobles for the causing of a rupture; 
aud if th . person 90 struck die, the aggressor shall be punished with death." 

The sea-laws and ordillance. of Wisbuy, a sea-port town of Goth land, were observed 
by the northern natiolls arlCr the dawn of modern civilization, when there existed a 
greaterjealollsy of persulllli righu than afterwards, uuder more consolidated power. Wis
buy was freqnented Ii,r p'lrposes of co.omerce, by Swed.,s, Daues, PrussiRlls, Germaus, 
Flemm u ., Saxons, &c. , and it 1s likdy that their marine discipline illustrates the 
remote~t custom. We copy olle article: 

" A.rt. 24. No man shall fight, or gi"e another the lie aboard: he who olf~nd. ill 
tbis kind, shall pay fOllr derniers; bnt if the mariner give the master the lie, hp 'h ,'ll 
pay eiaht demiers; but he who strikes him shall pay one hundred dol~, or lose his 
hand. 0 If the master give tbe lie, he sball pay eight deraiera. If he strikes, hE.' oug!tt 
to recclive blow for blow." 
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ing officers. As the Duke of York was the active spirit in naval organ
ization after the Restoration, and gave his minute attention to naval af
fairs during the whole period of his perturbed reign, this featLVe may 
have been the offspring of his character, which is known not to have been 
the most amiable. These" Instructions," together with Charles' articles, 
twice amended slightly in order to confer more ample powers, became 
the law fur the navy, and continued so until after the peace of Aix Ia 
Chapelle, in the reign of George II. Among these" Instructions" were 
the" Rules of Discipline to be observed," which were all incorporated 
without material alteration in our act of 1800. Compared carefully with 
them, however, our legislation will be seen to have been retrogressive in 
I iberal spirit. The responsibilities they impose upon commandants were 
greater than are imposed by the act intended to govern the United 
States' navy. 

The British naval articles of war now in effect, bear date December 
25th, 1749, being 22 Geo. II., c. 23, and entitled" An act for amending, 
explaining, and reducing into one act of Parliament, the laws relating tl) 
the government of his majesty's ships, vessels, and forces at sea." II. 
some respects this law imposed greater responsibility upon officers of' 
rank, and protects better, perhaps, the officer subordinate to the grade' 
still higher. So far as seamen are concerned, we observe no particulai' 
difference. Like the act which preceded it, no reference is made to 
puni8hment by stripes, the authority to do so being derived from the ar
ticle to punish according to sea customs, which was found to be ample 
for the purpose. But unlike Charles' articles, fines are not included. 
This is worthy of note, as showing that in the interval the practice of flog
ging had supplanted all other modes of arbitrary punishment, The diffi- v
culty at that day of procuring sailors, rendering impressment necessary 
to man the navy, introduced so general a spirit of discontent among 
privates, as required many restrictions. Moreover, such an aristocratic 
arrogance distinguished British legislation at that period, that little sym
pathy or consideration was bestowed upon the lower ranks of society. 
Yet, even under these circumstances, the articles are perhaps more liberal 
than those contained in our act of 1800. They were regarded at the 
time as so much more stringent upon the officers than Cbarles' rules, as 
to have excited throughout the higher ranks of the naval service a feeling 
of decided opposition. We learn from Coxe, the biHorian of the Pelham 
ministry, that on the occasion, many naval officers ha tened to the admi
ralty, and avowed their determination to resign their commissions, if the 
bill passed Parliament. Quite a number of admirals and captains peti
tioned the commons, remonstrating against it, on the ground, th:tt the 
navy had been well governed under the existing regulations, and that the 
proposed law tended greatly to increase their hardships. 

The revised statute, however, did not prevent seamen in British men-of
war from being greatly oppressed. Scarcely at any period of history, 
has civilized man been exposed to more gross injustice, and more barba
rous usage, than were British sailors at and before the close of the 18th 
century. The British government professes to have necessity to plead 
in extenuation of such atrocities. Immense fleets were to be manned, 
and sailors could be procur~d in no other way than by the instrumental
ity of the press-gang. Thus, torn from family and home, subject to an 
involuntary and debasing servitude, it was not rare for excesses to be 
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• 	 committed or violences threatened, requiring summary and severe mea
sures to punish and restrain. I~ would be unjust not to acknowledge, 
that a more humane policy followed their protracted contest with France. 
Even before the close of the war, orders were issued to keep a book of 
punishments, and make periodical reports of them tl) the admiralty. 
The naval magazines have for years been filled with articles, containing 
suggestions to ameliorate the condition of seamen. Two years ago, the 
naval prison bill Ivas passed, with a view to diminish the necessity of 
having recourse to a punishment more degrading than incarceration, and 
less efficient. It is not inferring too much to belie\·e, that the necessity 
which is supposed to exist for impressment, has alone delayed the aboli
tion of the lash in the English navy. But we need not wait for En
gland's example. H er statute law differs from our own re~pecting pun
ishments for civil offences, so that corporal punishment in the military 
service offers no anomaly in her penal system. The law of England, 
for certain crimes, directs the offender to ., be carried to some market 
town, or other place, and then tieJ to thl! end of a cart, naked, and beaten 
with whips throughout such market town, or other place, till his body 
be bloody by reason of such whipping j" and an act of Parliament of late 
years, 7 & 8 Geo. IV., c. 30, authorizes the punishment by public whip
ping of anyone who shall be a second time convicted before two magis• 	 trates, " of destroying, or damaging, the whole or any part of a tree or 
trees of any value above one shilling." Human blood is not quite so 
cheap in America, or trees are less e:steemed. . 

Fifty years after the date of the last British artrcles, the American 
Congress in the administration of the elder Adams, first enacted a law to 
govern the navy of tbe United States. A more inauspicious period cl)uld 
not have been selected to do tbat justice to the rights of seamen which 
the c~msistency of republican profession demanded. In estimating its 
value, let it be recollected that the dominant party in Congress enter
tained opinions respecting government so monarchical, as long since to 
have been repudiated by the people. Let it be borne in mind, that the 
then re~ent excesses of the French Revolution, and the con ervative ef
fect of the strong arm of Napoleon upon the public peace, caused a dis
trust of every movement calculated to advance the cause of popular li
berty. Nor should it be lost sight of, that the pernicious practice ofim
pressment for the English navy, (whose laws respecting the navy we 
copied with" canine fidelity") introduced then the lowest dregs of soci
ciety* to mingle with injured and degraded men, which could not fail to • 	 render discontents and mutinies in English ships so common, as to favor 
the idea that nothing but a rod of iron (heated red hot in the language 
of a British admiral) would make sailors bebave themsel ves. Yet, even 
under these circumstances, it is doubtful wbether a code so vicious and 

.. Shortly after the adoption of the last British articles, Postlewayth, complaining of 
this evil, thus qnotes Sir ''Valter Raleigh: " As concerns the musters, and presses, for 
sufficient marines, to serve in cis majesty's ships, eithet· the care therein is very little, 
or the bribery very great, so that of all other shipping bis majesty's are ever tbe worn 
manned; and at such times as the commissioners come ont for tbe pre,siug of marines, 
the officers do set out the most needy, and unable men, (and for con<iderations to 
themselves best known) do discharge the better sort, a matter so commonly used, that· 
it is grown into a proverb among sailors, that the muster mfu!ters docarry the best and 
abIes! men in tbeir pockets-a custom very evil and dangerous, when the service and 
use of men should come in triaL" 
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imperfect as the acts of I i99 and 1800, could have m!'t the approval of 
Congress, but for the lit1le interest which naval affairs then excited. If 
the facts could be ascertained, it would probably be found that the bill 
was drafted by, or under the advice of some few interested persons, and 
adopted without discussion, or any particular knowledge of its tendency. 

The first act for the government of the navy was approved March 
2d, li99, bat repealed thirteen months after, by an act falsely styled for 
the better government of the navy. The fir t act seems to have imbibed 
rather m(}re of the spirit of the English statute of 1749, imposing rather 
caution (it would scarcely be correct to call any of them restrictions) 
upon the super:or in the exercise of arhitrary power. \-Vhy it was re
pealed, we ha\'e no means of finding out. It may have been due to the 
omission in the act of '99, of the oath of secrecy to members of courts
martial. To acknowledge such a motive, would have been illjudicious; 
so the whole act was revised, the secret oath lYas inserted, several useful 
artiGiea hereafter to be noticed were omitted, and some in~ignificant 
changes ill phraseology made. Thus amended, the act of 1800, which 
now is supposed (by those not in the secret) to govern the navy of the 
model republic, would have suited most adlllirahly the aristocratic En
glishmen who clung so pertinaciously to the laws which the Stuarts 
had given them. 

Since the pa5sage of this act, Congress has done nothing to modify or 
correct it. A demand was made for reports of punishments in 1848, forty 
years after reports far more ample were directed to be llIade in the Eng
lish navy to the admiralty. To the H on. James K. Paulding, when sec
retary of the navy, is due the honor of having first directed punishments 
inflicted on board anT uational vessels to be reported to the Navy 
Department. Judge \Voodbury, when secretary, endeavored to prevent. 
the abuse of the power to flog, and otherwise exhibited the strong r~pub
fican bias of his character in efforts designed to ameliorate the condition 
of the friendless seaman.'"' But it can scarcely be doubted that George 
Bancroft, secretary of the navy during the first part of Mr. Polk's ad
ministration, did not do more than any other individual to break up 
the former custom of delegating the power of the lasb to subordinate offi
cers by their commanders, a custom which he stigmatized as 3 flagrant 
violation of the will of Congr~s5 and the people. Credit is likewise due 
various commanders of squadrons for their honest endeavors to prevent 
the abuse, or altogether check the practice of flogging in their commands; 
but the law conferring upon the commander of a ship the right to flog, is 
explicit. No power short of Congress can remove It. If dispensE'd with, 
there is supposed to be no other adequate means of maintaining disciplme 
indicated. A commander, therefore, who declines to execute the law by 
not punishing offenders in the manner it directs, assumes for the disci
pline of the ship he commands a degree of responsibility which should 
not be expected of him . 

.. " Subordination and anthority are to be maintained by hnmanity and kindness on 
the one hand, and respect and implicit ohedielJce 011 Ihe other. Floggin/! is not to be 
inflictf'r] for mOI'e than one ofl'eoce on th" same day; 1I0r is it to be illflictf'd at any 

• time but hy the ""netion, aud in the presence of the commander of the yard, or ves
sel, except in pnr.llanc" of the selltence of a COllrt martial. Flog~in!! i" recommended 
to be discoutinu"d when practicable, by courts as well as officers."-Secrelary Wood
bury's Circular, Sept. IU31. 
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It becomes important to inquire into the operation as well as the his
tory of our articles. It would be far from a pleasant t1sk to search out 
and portray all the circumstances calculated to discredit the naval seT
.ice which have taken place ulldel' their operation. Perhaps some of 
these would have happened under a better system. Much is known to de
pend upon the char'lcter of ,hose empowered to carry the law into execu
tion, and much upon circumstance:!, difficult to anticipate or provide 
al!ainst. Still, when a IRw is so radically defective as to render its evil 
effects probable on theoretical principles, and those evil effects follow its 
being put into practice, it becomes wise to analyse the effuts which have 
produced such results. Bu rke say~, that" Law is beneficence acting by 
rule." If this definition hac! been inverted, and rendered, " Law is in
justice and oppression, acting without rule," it would define with more 
accuracy the laws which Congress have passed to govern the navy. In 
truth, the act of IHOO is not only the reverse of beneficence, but it 
is not the rule of action in the navy at all. Nor can such a statute 
govern men in any navy or organized body. When the powers of the 
executors of the law are so ample, and so few checks are imposed, 
and those so vaguely, the a\1~hority to dispense with the observance of the 
law itself, except to suit particular cases, will be inferred, ex plenetude 
potestatis. Hence, some of the provisions of the act of 1800 are lost 
by desuetude, others are only regarded to subserve individual purposes, 
and none have that reverence and respect attached to them which it is 
necessary a law should ~ l1joy in order to be userul. As the law author
izes the commandant to do as he pleases, it naturally follows that he does 
too much, and as "the best government is that whieh governs least," it 
follows conversely that the government of the navy must be bad. It may 

• 	 be defined, in the language of Augustin Thierry, " a g,)Vernment with 
the least possible amount of individual guarantees, and the greatest 
possible amount or administrative action." 

If the articles were not objectionable, as conrerring undue and impro
per powers, and were its malJdates obeyed, they are unsuited for the regu
lation of the navy. The dq>artmellts of our government differ too 
widely from those of the En~lish, to warrant so faithful a resemblance as 
exists between the naval articles ft)r the two countries. 

The objections to the act of 1800 are so manifold and general, that to 
state them fully, it would be nece ssary to quote the act at length. As 
this would impose on the reader too repulsive a task to expect him to sub
mit to voluntarily, a few of the briefer articles will only be comprehended 
in our imperfect notice, selecting for the most part those which confer 
power calculated to lead to the oppression and degradation of those who 
are excluded from the pale of the privileged classes. 

It would occupy more space than our pages can spare to the subject 
to do full justice to it, by indicati ng all the oppressive acts of arbitrary 
power it confers, and to show how utterly hopeless it is fur the seaman, 
subject to the tyranny of its spirit, to be rescued from his present degraded 
condition. It seems to have been framed upon the theory, that while tbe 
private in the navy had scarcely an attribute of humanity, the superior offi
cer was endowed with the infHlhbility of a higher order of being. The act 
embraces eleven sections, but the first section alone concerns our subject, 
as it contains all that can be found respecting the rights, dl1ties, powers 
and privileges of those helonging to the navy. We begin with 

.. 
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"ATt. 1. The commanders of all ships and vessels of war belonging to the navy, 
are strictly enjoined and required to show in tbemselves good example of virtue, 
honnr, patriotism and subnrdination, and be vigilant in inspecting the conduct of 
all such as are placed under their com maud ; and to guard against, and suppress, 
all dissolute and immoral practices, and to correct all such ~s are guilty of them, 
according to the usages of the sea service." 

This article is a fair sample of the whole. Without imposing any 
responsibility upon the commander, or pointing out a method by which 
he may be held responsible for not doing what he is enjoined to do, a 
power is at once placed in his hands, liable to the most flagrant abuse. 
He is to correct all such as are guilty of dissolute and immoral practices 
according to the usages of the sea service! What are the usages of the 
sea service 1 What are dissolute and immoral practices 7 Does tyranny 
require a freer scope for acts of the grossest oppression 7 

"ATt. 2. The commanders of all ships and vessels in the navy, having chap
lains on board, shall take care that divine service be performed in a solemn, 01·

derJy and reverent manner twice a day, and a sermon preached on Sunday, un
less bad weather, or other extraordinary accidents prevent it; and that they 
cause all, or as many of the ship's company as carl be spared from duty, to at
tend at every performance of the worship of Almighty God." 

This corresponds to the first British article, which is in these words :

" All commanders, captains, and officers in or belonging to any of His Ma
jesty's ships or vessels of war, shall cause the public worship of Almighty God, 
according to the Liturgy of the Church of England established by law, to be 
solemnly, orderly and reverently performed in their respective ships; and shall 
take care that prayers Rnd preaching, by the chaplain in holy orders of the 
respective ships, be performed diligently, and that the Lord's day be observed 
according to law." 

It will be observed, that in our article, a sermon is to be preached on 
Sunday, and divine service is to be performed twice every day. The 
rule, with certain clearly defined exceptions, is mandatory, and not, as in 
some other cases, left to the discretion of the captain . Yet, notwith
standing this, captains take it upon themselves to disregard this provision 
of the law entirely. The law may be considered obsolete, although it is 
read with the other articles, and stands just before the one which author
izes the captain to flog for drunkenness and scandalous conduct-one con
Btantly Tead at the gang· way, held in terrorem over the violators of the 
law. We have, notwithstanding diligent inquiry, heard of but one com
mandant who took" care that divine service be performed in a solemn, 
orderly, and reverent manner, twice a day." There is often, we may say 
usually, a "sermon preached on Sunday," when all who can be spared are 
caused to attend . It is manifest that the open anci plain infraction of one 
orthe articles twice every day by him who is enjoined and required to 
show in himself an example of subordination, must tend to throw the 
whole of them into discredit. The second article affords a fair illustra
tion of the operation of the whole act, in being regarded only so far as it 
conforms with the pleasure ufthe executors of the law. 

As the instillation of religious principles into the minds of sailors is 
the most reliable way of elevating their character, and thereby regulating 
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• 	 their conduct, the subject of this article is one of vast interest. On com
paring it with the corresponding articles for the United States army, 
there is found a material point of difference, although both aim at the 
same end. The attendance upon divine worship is recommended by the 
army articles, but not made a positive obligation, except on the part of 
the chaplain, who may be punished for absenting himself from the duties 
assigned him. Upon this anomaly Colonel O'Brien remarks: 

.. It would seem as if the legislature were prevented by some impassable bar
rier from proceeding to order a thing, the establishment of which they could• 	 not refrain from expressing a most earnest desire-such in fact is the case. 
The constitution of the United States is the impassable barriel·, not to be over
leaped. The vel1' first amendment to the constitution declares, that" Congress 
shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prl'lhibiting the 
free exercise thereof. * • • Any law of Congress, requiring anyone man, 
or any set of men to attend divine service, were it but on one single occasion, 
is a law respecting, or relsting to the establishment of relIgion. Such a law 
would therefore be null and void. Congress might not designate any form of 
service, and thus might not make It law respecting any p8l'ticnlar form of re
ligion. It would, however, be not the less a law respecting the establishment of 
religion generally, and would therefore come under the law of the constitution. 
• • • • Any law enforcing attendance upon divine service, would, so far 
as it was effective, prohibit the free exercise of religion.· • • • It is a• 	 matter of religious duty, with members of some creeds, to abstain from the at
tendance at the divine service of any other than their own church. This ab
stinence is for them as much an exercise of religion as any positive act." 

The argument of Col. O'Brien on compulsory attendance upon divine 
service is able alld complete, and would have injustice done it by further 
attempt at synopsis or abridgment. The reader is referred to O'Brien's 
Military Law, p. 59, et seq. 

Whether the constitutional argument against the second naval article, 
as it stands, is conclusive or not, we are impressed with the belief that 
the cause of religion and morality in the navy, as well as the discipline 
of the service, would be better subserved by imitating the army articles 
in recommending attendance upon public worship, instead of ordering it. 
Its constitutionality is sometimes impugned at any rate; and those who 
are ca71 d to go to church against their will, do so with a feeling of be
ing required to obey a law which has no binding force upon them. 
Herein is engendered a baneful feeling of insubordination against an au
thority which should always be rpspected.

• 	 All that government can well do towards the propagation of religious 
sentimel\l, after providing chaplains of suitable character, is to protect 
them in the faithful discharge of their sacred functions. Still, chaplains 
C.3n be of little service to sailors, as long as the latter are exposed to a 
system of discipline which debases them. 

It admits of a reasonable doubt, and is a proper subject of inquiry, 
whether it would not be better to appoint chaplains to ships and stations 
as they are wanted, instead of the present plan of keeping up a religious 
corps. The wishes of the flock might then be consulted respecting the 
particular religious denomination they would prefer their spiritual leader 
to be taken from. 

BArt. 3. Any officer, or other person, in sny navy, who shall be guilty of op
pression, cruelty, fruud, profune swearing, drunkenness,or any otber scandalous 
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conduct, tendin/!: to the destruction of good morals, shllll, if lin officer, be cashiered, 
or BuRel' such otller punishment as 1\ court maltilll sball adjudge: if a private, 
shall be put in irons. or flog;ged, at the discretion of tile captain, not C'xceetling 
twelve lashes; but if the oRellce require severer punishment, be shall be tried 
by a COUl-t martilll. and suffer st!ch punishment as said court shllll illflict . 

.. A·rt. 20. If any person in the navy shall sleep upon his watch. 01' negligently 
perform the duty assigned him, or lenve his station before reg;ularly relieved, 
he sholl Buffl'r death, 01' such punishment as II court martial shall adjud/!:e; or, if 
the offender be n private, he rnny, at the dIscretion of the captain, be put in irons, 
or flogged, not exc!\eding twelve lashes . 

•, Art. 26. Any theft, not exceeC;ing twenty dollars, may be punishl'd at the 
discretion of the captain, nnd above that sum. as a court martial shull direct . 

.. Art. 30. No commanding officer shall. of his own authority. dischnrg;e n:com
mistiioned or warrant officer, nor strike. nor punish him otherwise than by sus
pension 01' confim.ment; nor shall he, of Ilis own aUlbority, inOict a punishment 
on any pl'ivate beyond twelve lashes with II cat-of· nine-tails. nor shall be sutter 
any wired, or otber than a plain cat-of-Iline-tails to be used on board his ship; 
nor shall any officel' who mllY command by accident, 01' in tbe absence ofthe com
manding officer. (except such commander be absent for- a time by leave) ordel' or 
inflict any other punishment than confinement, for which he shall Rcconnt on 
tbe return of such absent commanding officer. Nor sball any commanding of
ficeI' receive on board allY petty officers or men, turned OVtll' from any other 
vessel to bim, unless eacb of such officers and men produce to him an arconnt, 
signed by the captain and purser of tbe vessel from which they came. specify
ing the date nf such officer'S 01' man's entry, the poriod and terms of service, 
the sum paid and the llulance due bim. and the quality in which he was \'fited 
on board such ship. Nor shall any commanding officer, having received any 
petty officer or man as afnresaid, rate him in a lower or worse tation thall that in 
wbich he formerly served. Any commanding officer ofiending herein sball be 
punished at the discretion of a court martial. 

"Arl. 32. All crimes committed by persons belonging to the navy, which are 
not specified in the f01:egoing articles, &haJl be punished according to the laws and 
customs in such cases at ~ea." 

These five articles are quoted in the same connection, hecause they 
confer similar disciplinary means upon the commander. Were we the 
advocates of fioggill ,g, we could still see in them numerous and powerful 
objections. They do not classify offences in any manner; they do not 
regulate punishment, nor provide sufficient degrees of punishm 1t, for 
either officers or men. Take the first offeuce mentioned in the third ar
ticle, as an illustration, viz., oppressiol/,. Now, every injurious \\ord on 
the part of a superior is oppressive; but from the nature of the offence, it 
may be a venial fault, and atoned for readily. or in the case of a private, it 
may require a slight punishment. This is not to be done by tre third 
article. If the offender is an officer, he is to be brought before an 
august tribunal, alld if convicted. sentenced to be cashiered, or otherwise 
puni8hed, at the court's discretion. So likewise, if a private oppresses in 
a minor degree another private, his inferior in station, ., he shall be put 
in irons, or flogged at the discretion of the captain." So with any other 
charge. What can be expected to result from such indefinite regulations, 
where all may be offenders, but onl y one party can take cognizance of, 
and punish uffen<;cs 7 Are they not likely to become dead letters, or so 
far respected as they fllay confer arbitrary power? Where else can it 
end, than in affording security for olle party to tyrannize with impunity, 
and make the other suffer, without a remedy. 
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The law is particularly defective, in Dot assigning minor pun
ishments for mere faults of discipline. The cat-(lf-Dine-tails is the 
grand panacea for the derelictions of sailors, whHtever may be the 
nature of the offence (lr the character of the offendPr. As 'an 
inevitable result, corporal punishment must be carried to an extent 
beyond all reasonable bounds, or the discipline of the ship, it is 
thought, will suffer. III either case, the moral tOile of the ship's com
pany degenerat'~s. As to officers, the commander is virtually forbid pun
ishing them at all, f!xcept as a preliminary step towards bringing them to 

• 

• a court martial-that is, by sll~pension or confinement. When the youth 
of officers (midshipmen) on entering the service, is cunsidered, this re
striction of Art. 30, must appear injudicious. No class demands correc
tion more frequently. If, therefore, the captilin cannot administer such by 
virtue of the powers of the law, he must either break it by yielding to a 
stern necessity, or permit, in his subordinate, conduct totally subversive 
of discipline. This distinction in the powers of commandants in their 
punishments of officers and privates, made by the law, has the 
effect of producing in the mind of officers that baneful prejudice of 
caste, by which they are If!d to look upon the foremastm3n as one be
tween whom and tbemselves " a great gulf is fixed." The forward offi
cers. though Learing warrants Rigned by the president of the United 
States, are affected by this prejudice, from the circumstance of their 
baving sprung from the ranks. If it i.3 necessary that the captain should 
exercise arbitrary power in punishment, he should bold it over all whom 
he commands. It would be less liable to abuse, if his more powerful 
subordinates were obnoxious to its inflictions. 

The articles quoted above are exceptionable, in not imposing due 
responsibility upon the agents of authority to prevent their abuse No 
necessity for proof is demanded; no investigation required, and no means 
of redress to an injured person indicated. Article 32 is particularly 
liable to abuse. "All crimes" may include some which law makers 
might never have imagined to be offellces :-" Punished according to 
the laws and customs in such cases, at sea," may be made our apology for 
cTllelties, which would excite the astonishment of landsmen. Really, if 
this article, with a slight change of phraseology, bad been substituted for 
the entire section. it would have reflected more credit upon the sagacity 
of its authors. The corresponding article of Charles' rules has been 
referred to. That of the British articles of 1749 is in these words:

• " All other crimes, not capitaJ, committed by any person or persons in 
the fleet, which are not mentioned in this act, and for which no punish
ment is directed to be inflicted, shall be punished acconling to the laws 
and customs in such cases at sea." The 32d article of the act of 1800 
will be observed to be closely assimilated to the old English article. 

Article 30th forbids a captain to inflict punishment by flogging be
yond twelve lashes. But little ingenuity is required to enable the com
mander so disposed to abide by the letter of the law, and exceed those 
limits. A sailor in a state of intoxication is noisy and profane. He 
may, therefore, be punished to the extent of twelve lashes for drunken
ness, twelve lashes for indecorous conduct, and twelve lashes for the use 
of profane language. The reader would infer from the same article that 
it contains no authority to scourge, except with a plain cat-of-nine-tails, 
and that uone other than the captain can exercise it. We presume that 
it will not be denied, that, until recently, the colt (a single rope) was 
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the most frequently employed. Stripes with it were administered by 
order of all the watch officers. This was termed delegated ptlWer, and 
on board some ships may still be practised, alLhough within four or five 
years it has grow'n into disuse, in consequence (it is fair to presume,) of 
the agitation of the subject by the public press. A few years ago this 
delegated authority was deemed quite as essential to the discipline of the 
service as its continuance in the captain's hands now is; nor is there 
any security against its once more being the usage of the sea-service, if 
the existing feeling in the public mind against flogging in the navy 
should die away, without any action on the part of Congress. In former 
times it was the ullage of the sea-service for various subalterns, as the 
master-at-arms, masters' mates, &c., to carry with them either a colt or 
rattan, to make men move briskly. or, in nautical phrase, to start tltem. 
Such being the operation of Art. 30, which contains all the checks to be 
found in the act of 1800, it is the height of absurdity to talk about the 
safe-guards thrown around the exercise of this naval one-man power to 
impose a public degradation upon a " free white citizen." 

The last part of Art. 30 forbids a captain to rate a man in a lower or 
worse station than that in which he formerly served. The law is explicit, 
yet it is notorious that it is frequently violated. In fact, the prohibition 
is improper. A person may pass himself of!; and stand rated as a seaman, 
who knows but little of his business, and cannot be found out until the 
ship gets to sea. It is meet that there should be an authority somewhere 
to disrate such persons. This was as well known fifty years ago as now; 
yet, because it existed in the old English instructions, for a cause, iu their 
case proper, perhaps, it was transferred to our law, to give it, as far as it 
goes, a false aspect of paternal solicitude for the rights of seamen. 

In the repealed act of 1799, the articles corresponding in part to the 
third and thirtieth, are thus worded :

"3. Any person who shall be guilty of profane swearing. or of drunkenness. 
if a ~eaman or marine, shall be put in irons until sober, anu then flogged, if the 
captaiu shall think proper; but if an officer, he shall forfeit two days' pay, or 
incur such punishment as a court martial shall impose. 

"4. No commander, for any offence, shall inBict any punishment upon a 
seaman or marine beyond twelve lashes upon his bare back with a cat-of-nine
tails, and DO other cat shall be made use of in any ship of war, or other vessel 
belonging to the United States. If the fault shall deserve a greater punishment. 
he is to apply to the Secretary of the Navy, the Commander-in-chief of the 
Navy, or the Commander of a squadron, in order to the trying of him by a court 
martial; and in the meantime, he may put him under confinement." 

The reader, by comparing the two sets, can judge for himself of their 
respective demerits. 

The repealed act of '99, for" the government of the navy," contains 
the following provisions, which are entirely omitted in the act of 1800, 
" for the better government of the navy." It will be observed that they 
are of a character generally which have a tendency to improve the cir
cumstances of the seaman. Such omissions are calculated to attach 
mistrust to the quo animo of the framers of the bill. 

.. The men shall, at their request. be furnished with slops that are necessary. 
by order of the captain, Rnd tbe amount delivere.1 to each man shall be care
fully returned by the purser, so that the same be stopped out of his pay. 

" All ships furnished with fishin~ tackle, being in such places where fish is to 
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be hAd, the captain is to employ some of the company in fisbing. The fish. to 
be daily distributed to such persons as are sick, provided the surgeon recom
mend it, and the surplus by turns among the messes of officers and seamen, 
gratis, without any deduction of their allowance of provisions on that account. 

" It is left to the discretion of commanders of squadrons to shorten the allow
ance of provisions according to the emergencies of the service, taking care that 
the men be punctually paid for the same. The like power is given to captains 
of ships acting singly, when it is necessary; and if there should be a want of 
pork, the captain is to order three pounds uf beef to be issued in lieu of two 
pounds of pork. 

" The captains are frequently to cause to be inspected the condition of the pro
visions; and if the bread proves damp, to have it aired on the quarter-deck and 
other convenient places; and in case of the provision being leaked out of the 
flesh casks, he is to have new pickle made, and put therein after such casks are 
repaired. 

"If any person shall apprehend he has just cause of complaint, he shall 
quietly and decently make the same known to his superior officer, or to the cap
tain, as the case may require, who shall take care that justice be done him." 

If it be objected to the incorporation of the above in our present arti
cles that they are in some degree ridiculous, and can altogether be sup
plied by other authority than Congress, it may be answered, that the same 
objections will apply to many of the provisions which have been retained. 
For instance, the captain, by the 29th Art., is to direct, if necessary, that 
buckets, with covers, be made for the sick men; again, a master-at-arms 
who refuses to receive a prisoner, or permits him to escape, is to suffer in 
Buch prisoner's stead. The insertion of such objects into an organic law 
for the navy, and neglecting to protect the crew in the enjoyment of their 
positive rights, could only have been paralleled, had the constitution of 
the United States provided for the President's house a lightning rod, and 
for the mail bags patent locks, omitting the articles which direct that" no 
bill of attainder, or ex postfacto law shall be passed," or that" the privi
lege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in 
cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it." 

The absence of the last clause quoted from the repealed act, authoriz
ing complaints to be made to the captain, should not be passed by with
out reprobation. This article is contained in substance in the British ar
ticles. in effect in the army articles of this country and England, and very 
amply in tbe more civilized military code of the French. It seems to 
have been omitted in the act of 1800, in order that the law should be• consistent with itself throughout in affording the least possible amuunt of 
individual guarantees. 

On comparing the amended law (1800) with the repealed (1799,) it will 
be found that while some of the articles are clipped of their responsibili
ties, and others, as before stated, allogether omitted, those of a character 
not likely to lead to acts flf hardship to the weak, are extended and made 
to occupy additional articles. This will apply to those relating to con
voys, prizes, preparation for action, &c. 

But few other articles will be noticed. The 50th Article is defective, 
as experience has amply proved. It forbiJs quarrelling, but we hear of 
duels nowhere else more frequently than among persons of the navy. 
The 28th Article directs that offenders shall be brought to punishment; 
but where the tyranny of opinion is so powerful, lind the legal statute 50 

• 
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weak, this clause is of course more honored in the breach than in the 
observance. 

The last dause of Article 17 is in the following words:

" All offences committed by persons in the navy while on shore, shall be pun_ 
ished iu the same manner as if they had been committed at sea." 

This corresponds with the 34th Article of the British law, which is as 
follows ;

.. Every person bl'ing in actual service nnu full pay, and part of the crew in or 
belonging to any of His Majesty's ships or vessels of war, who shull be guilty of 
mutiny, desertion, or disobedience to any lawful command, in any part of His 
Mu.ipsry's dominions on shore, while in active service relating to the fieet, shall 
be liable to be tried by a court mnrtial, and suffer the like punishment for every 
Buch offencf'l, as if the same had been committed at sea, on board any of His Ma
jesty's ships or vessels of war." 

It cannot fail to be remarked, how much more careful the English law 
is of the rights of Her Majesty's subjects than the American of her own 
citizens. [t is humiliating to a republican to be under the neeessity of 
appealing to an oligarchal government, like that of England, for examples 
ofgreater political liberality. Yet so it is. With u~, a laborer at a navy
yard, (if. the cries of his family for bread should induce him to sign 
the shipping articles, and consent to stand rated on the books as sea
man, laudsman, &c.,) may have his bare back excoriated by the ig
nominious lash, at the capricious dictate of one man, for a fault imagi
nary or real, clue, perhaps, to mistake or accident. But the English Par
liament did not stop with the article we have quoted. A recent act re
lating to the marines, specifies that no man" can be prejudged of life or 
limb, or subjected in time of peace to any kind of punishment within this 
realm, by martial la,v or in any other manner than by thft judgment of 
his peers, and according to the known and established laws of this realm." 

Art. 29 refers to the duty of the commandiug officer, but it contains 
nothing to protect the sailor. The directions contained in it are of such 
a nature that the department might have reg.tlated them better. By one 
clause, muster rolls of officers and men are to be made out on the first day 
of every second month. Doubtless for good rtnsons this is not done as 
directed, but the law remains as though disobedience was a matter of no 
concern. The Tules for the government of the navy, (meaning the act 
itself,) are to be hung up in some public part of the ship, intending that 
the law shall be kept always before the crew. Unheeded. In fact, the 
whole 29th Article is mere verbiage. 

In regard to crimes and offences cognizable by a court martial, there 
is a general objection to be made, viz., that in offences of various grades, 
sufficient distinctions are wanting. Nor are there degrees of punishment 
to be awarded proportionate to the character of the offence. Courts, 
whether civil or military, are grave and deliberate hodies, who selJom 
act impetuously. Seamen have less cause to fear injustice and cruelty 
from them tha:! from the arbitrary power of a single individual, that may 
be exercised in moments of passion. Still they are nnt infallible in judg
ment, or free at all times from prejudice and error. Hence there should 
be proper laws to guide them. The indefinite character of the faults, 
offences and crimes, (for such may be assigned as degrees of culpability,) 
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together with a want of a gradation of punishments to be inflicted, con
fer uncertainty upon the means of justice. This quality is pronllllent in 
our naval courts. It may be cOlltended that it would be impracticable to 
draft a law so as to embrace every fault or crime, which should he pun
ished on board ship. It certainly would not be free from difficulty; but 
the French are believed to have accomplished it in their mOTe disciplined 
army, and it is certainly worthy of an attempt in the American navy. 

T he act of 1800 is open to critical remark in t he matter of the consti
tution, and procedure of courts martial. But as they are comparatively 
seldom oppressive, they may be spared the pointed condemnation we 
have bestowed upon the arbitrary and irresislible power which now re
poses in the hands of individuals. Their Star Chamber character should 
be duly considered, howel'er, and if not sustained by ample and satisfac
tory reasons, be changed at once with forms a~similated to our civil cOllrts. 
It is a feature aristocratic in its origin, despotic in its nature, calculated 
to favor oppression, and shield from responsibility. It well becomes a 
quesl ion for the wisdom of the nalion to decide upon, whether the oath 
of secrecy is necessary, and whether it is not prejudicial. It is in these 
words;

,. I will not by any means divulge or uisclose the sentence of the court, until it• 	 shall have been approved by the proper autbority; nor will I ut auy time divulge 
the vote or opinion of >lny particular member of tbe court, unless required so to 
do before the court of justice in due course of law." 

In favor of this latter clause it is argup,d by military writers, firstly, 
that it renders the action of the court martial independent of the influence 
of the executive; and, secondly, that it frees them from the resentment 
of tho e against whom they may have given an unfavorable vote or opinion. 
This was the self-same mode of reasoning made use of in the British Par
liament, when it was first proposed there; and was combated by argu
ments, the force of which subsequent experience has fully confirmed. 

We extract from Debrett's Parliamentary Debates, a report of these 
arguments, as worthy of careful consideration ;

.. :\Tembers are to sweRr not only that they will duly administer justice, but 
they are to swear not to di cover anything tbat passes in debate relating to the 
trial; nay, even the judge advocate is to swear to the same secrecy. How 
ridiculous is this! How contrary to the whole tenor of our constitution! An 
oath of secrecy is an oath taken by no court of justice in tbe world, except the 
Court of Iuquistioo; and as that court is in its own nature a court of injustice, 
cruelty, aod oppression, we bopEl it will never be made a precedent for any 
legislation here. In this bllPPY couotry, the proceedings of nil courts of justice 
nre open, Ilnd publicly koown; no judge is afraid or ashamed of tbe opinion he 
gives. or of tbe reasons on which he founds tbat opinion. Even in tbe most 
solemn trials of Parlillment, the proccedings nre open to the wbole world, and 
votes Bre given in the most public manner. This is tbe great security fOI' the 
impartiality and hOllesty of all our courts of justice; were it in tbeir power to 
conceal from tbe world what they do, or the opinious they give. bribeJ-Y and 
corruption would soon be as frequent, and bave as powerful an effect, 8S they 
bave at any election in the kingdom; for it always has been. and always will be, 
the prayer of rogues ;

• Noclem peecatil, etfraudibu, objice nubem.' 
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And this prayer will be effectually answered by this oath of secrecy, especially 
in our courts martial, which must Dever cODsist of less than five; because, let 
the proceedings or sentence be ever so infamous, DO particular member caD be 
charged with it by the people, \lS every one of them will at least insinuate that 
be voted agaiust it. • * If any job is to be dooe, the infamy must rest upon 
811 the members present; aDd though every one of them may. and probably 
will, privately insinuate that he voted against it, yet no one of them dare openly 
assert, much less prove, that he voted against it--wbich will of course render 
everyone of them less conceroed about the infamy they expose themselves to; 
for the burden of infamy is like all other burdeos-the more shoulders there are 
to support it, the lighter it sits upon everyone." 

Publicity, it was contended, 

" Will always have a good effect in favor of justice; for let men be ever so 
corrupt, let tbem be ever so abandoned, they will always have some regard for 
tbeir safety, if not for their reputation, and will be cautious of letting tho people 
know that they have been the tools of oppression, and the dispensers of manifest 
inj ustice. But if we once begin to have sentence passed in secret, under an oath 
of secrecy, we shall soon begin to have the whole trial carried on in the same 
manner: and this smells so strong of the Court of Inquisition, and of those terrible 
recluse courts, which are in arbitrary governments the instruments of tyranny, 
that it must give just alarm to every gentleman who has a regard for our consti
tation, 01' the happiness of posterity. We know how little our oath is regarded by 
mankind, when it happens to be inconsistent with their interest, and when they 
may break it not only with impunity but advantage. No officer will, therefore, 
notwithstanding this oatb, suppose tbat bis way of voting at a court martial can 
be hid from the crown, or the gRneral, or the minister for the time being. Con
sequently the members of a court martial will still continue to be under the 
same in.tl.uence they now are. Before this oath was introduced, a member's 
way of voting at a court martial was publicly known; and, if anyone voted 
against what was supposed to be the inclination of the minister, or general, and 
was afterwards dismissed the service, or disappointed in his preferment. the 
world of course supposed that it was on account of his having voted according to 
conscience, which was an imputation that a wise minister or general, would 
choose to avoid; but no minister or general can now be in danger of such an 
imputation; and therefore they will, with the more freedom, dismiss or 
disappoint any officer who votes contrary to tbeir directions. 

" The argument that the oath of secrecy will prevent officers being exposed 
to the resentment of one another for their way of voting at a court martial, is 
frivolous, and carries with it an imputation. both upon the officers and upon our 
laws. Can we suppose that any officer would be afraid of doing justice, lest he 
should thereby incur the resentment ofanother officer 1 Can we suppose that our 
laws would permit any officer to:sbow the least signs ofsnch resentment with im
punity! This is, therefore, forming to ourselves an imaginary evil, and making 
use of that as an argument for introducing a real evil; and an evil which will be 
a precedent for introducing the worst of all evils, which is that of a secret and 

. arbitrary tribunal." 
.. May it not be said, that our common law judges will be less liable to influ

ence, the more secret their proceedings are kept 1 Do we not know that our 
common law judges Bre liable to resentment, and that some have actually suf
fered for the decrees they have made, 0\' the judgments they have pronounced 1 
Bnt such arguments, it was hoped, would nev"r prevail with us, to establish an 
inquisitorial method of proceeding in any of our courts of common law." 

Notwithstanding these notes of alarm, the conservative will respond, 
that the oath of secrecy has been administered in English military tribu
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nals for a century, and in American, from their earliest organization, 
without any realization of the apprehensions quoted above. 

For sufficient reasons, we have al\ along refrained purposely from 
drawing illustrations of abuses from our own navy, as much as possible, 
and shall continue to do so. Otherwise it would not be difficult to show 
that our courts martial have found some remarkable verdicts. The intel
ligent reader, whose attention has been directed thence, will have no dif
ficulty in supplying examples for himself. Would these have occurred 
so frequently without tRe irresponsibility secured by the secret oath! 
We think not j and we are partly led to this conviction from the difference 
observed in the conduct of courts of very late year~, since the reporters 
for the press have given to the public the testimony produced on trials. 
Had the votes and opiniolls of members attended these reports, the ef
fect would undoubtedly have been greater. A quarter of a century ago 
the remark was common, that laws were not made for post-captains. 
Although this may still be true, with regard to the lex scripta, yet the 
law of public opinion is now found to operate even there. This it is 
that has reduced punishments lately, if they have been reduced. If the 
proceedings of courts martial were as open as our civil courts, or the 
United States senate, in trials for impeachment, abuses could not be con
cealed, nor public opinion be prevented from advancing steadily towards • 	 their suppression. 

Since the administration of the inquisitorial oath, the records of En
glish courts martial have been replete with instances of oppression to the 
weak, and of impunity to the strong. The most noted mark is that of 
Admiral Byng, who fell a martyr to political persecution , sacrificed ser
vilely by a court martial to the wishes of ministers. This is a rare case. 

• 	 The rule is to let officers of rank go unwhipt of justice, but deal with 
terrible severity towards the subordinates. 

M'Arthur publishes, as extracted from the admiralty records, for the 
purpose, as he says, of exhibiting a scale of military crimes and punish
ments, a chronological list of the principal trials by courts martial under 
the existing laws. It shows more clearly than any thing else, how liule 
chance of redress the subordinates had from the oppression of those placed 
over them. and how seldom the latter were ever held accountable. In 
the instances of charges being preferred against commanders by subor
dinates, as a general rille, the findings of courts ' were, either that tbey 
were proved in part, in which case the sentence was trivial, such as

• being detached from the ship they commanded, (in technical language, 
dismissed the ship,) or the charge was pronounced frivolous and vexa
tious; or, lastly, on full proof, an admonition or reprimand was sometimes 
administered for serious crimes. Thus we find-

o. Capt. Arbuthnot. On tweuty charges exhibited by the purser; (ounQ frivo
lous al1d malicious except one, viz., carrying women to sea. Reprimanded. 
Such is the punishment an English captain is liable to for permitting a national 
brothel. 

o. Capt. Lord Paulet. For separating from Sir Edward Hawke at sea, and r,e
turning into port. Admonished of his errol'. (Here the military aristocracy is 
s8crificed to the social aDd politicnl. Had not the captuin's Dume been in Burke's 
Peernge. his commission would have beeD jeopardized. 

o. Capt. Holstead. Charge partly proved ofiDjnstice, and as Dot behaving 88 an 
officer und gentleman. Admonished by the court. and part of the charges found 
to te malicious, ill-founded. and unsupported by evidence. 
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.. Capt. Viscount Falkland. Drunkenness, and ungentlemanlike conrluct 
proved. Dismissed the ship . 

.. Capt. Preston. Cruel treatment preferred by tbe ship's company. Partly 
proved, ID practising the summary punisbment by starting. Acquitted, but tbe 
court recommended Capt. P. to a future cbange of couduct, with respect to the 
punishment adopted . 

.. Capt. Colton. For converting the King's stores to bis own use. PartIy 
proved; bUL as it appeared tbat tbe stores, tbough Dot expended agreeably to tbe 
instructions, yet it was done for tbe King's service; tbe cbarge was therefore 
adjudged litigitious aoJ infamous, and Captain Colton was most honorably 
acquitted." I ' 

So much for the superior. NolV let us see how the subordinate fares. 
One thing is remarkable-we hear notbing of the charges made by tbe 
superior beillg dllclared frivolous, ill-founded, or malicious. It is as rare 
to fiud a sentence, " Truly and honorably acquitted,"-the favorite style 
when one of the privileged are adjudged. 

"Purser Turner. Disobedience of orders and contempt. Proved in part. 
Dismissed the service for ever . 

.. Surgeon Slater. Writing mlllicious letters. In part pI·oved. Dismissed his 
employment. 

.. Quarter-master Jacobs. Found on board another vessel entered as mate. 
To suffer death. 

" Master's Mate Lee. Riotous behaviour and insulting a Lieutenant. To be 
banged. 

"Boatswain Ross. Absenting himself without leave. Casbiered and im
prisoned one year. 

.. Seaman Mitchell. Writing a mutinous and seditious letter. To be banged. 
" Surgeon \Vardrop. Drunkenness, making frequent qunrrels, and striking 

tbe two lieutenants. To suffer deatb. 
"Lieutenant Vanthusen. Seditious language when a man was punished. 

Dismissed His Majesty's service, and rendered incapable of serving His Ma
jesty, bis heirs or SUCCflS ors . 

.. ~earnan Hinds. Writing an anonymous lotter against tbe captain to the 
Admiralty. To receive 500 lasbes, and to be imprisoned 12 months . 

.. Assistant Cla/'k Smith. Enticing two rniilshipmen to emigrate to America. 
Imprisoned two years. 

"Lieut. Marbeau. Insolflnt and infamous expressiuns in a letter about his 
captain. Dismissed the servict' . 

.. Marine Briscoe. Writing a letter to General Avergne, and causing others 
to sign it, calculated to stir up a disturbauce in the ship. 200 lashes, and six 
months imprisonment• 

.. Lieutenant Scott. Behaving with contempt to Captain Le Cras by punish
ing one of his servants with a dozen lashes OD the backside, while the captain 
was on board. Dismissed the sbip." 

The above list migbt be extended to almost any length. It will be re

marked that the gag law is rigidly enforced. The conduct of captains 

was not to be made the tbeme of private or official correspondence. The 

case of Lieutenant Scott offers a striking illustration of tyranny. He 

was not tried for cruelty in inflicting the r1isgraceful sort of punishment 

he did, or for acting illegally, in inflicting any punishment at all which 

the captain was only empowered to do, but because a pet servallt of the 

captain happening to be tbe victim, he was guilty of disrespect to the 

eaptain. 
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But all this occurred in the English navy; and what application, it may 
be asked, have these examples to the naval courts of our country 7 We 
antlwer, that they may be quo'.ed with as much propriety as if they had 
occurred in th'! American navy. We have adopted England for our 
model in everything relating to our navy, and notwithstanding the aristo
cratic nature of her institutions, and the profes~ed equality in our own, 
we have kept, hitherto, from ten to twenty years behind her in every naval 
reform calculated to improve the seaman's condition. At this hour Eng
land is far in advance of us in thi~ respect.

• 	 Due responsibility from the agents of power is a radical principle in 
the theory of our political institutions. This responsibility can only be 
imposed with certainty by an enlightened public opinion. Does not the 
secrecy of the proceedings of courts martial exclude that light 7 There 
are those who fear the cousequence of the public knowing too much, and 
their influence is exerted to prevent it j but our country's experience here
tofore has proved the wisdom of those who have contended that the voice 
of the majority may be safely relied upon. Wy.have followed too long 
in the antiquated and aristocratic wake of England in all naval matters. 
" It is time," says Fennimore Cooper, "that America began to think foJ' 
herself on a subject as important as that of her marine, and to frame a 
system of discipline and incentives, of resources and practice, better• 	 suited to her political, social and moral condition, tban the factious and 
exclusive ate of things which have so long served her for a model." 

Before concluding thi;; imperfect review of the naval articles, we will 
briefly indicate a few of its sins of omission. (bereafter to be discussed at 
length j) that is, what they require to protect the rights of all classes, and 
to maintain the discipline of the service. The act is defective

1. In not exhibiting upou its face the paternal care of the gO\·ernmp.nt 
over the weak and defenceless. 

2. In Hot containing a clause to provide means for anyone deeming 
himself injured by a superior to seek and obtain redress. 

3. In not providing rewards for the meritorious, and means for retain
ing t)lem in the service. 

4. In not providing means to keep out of the service those whose pre
sence is injurious to its character. 

• 

5. In not providing for a judicial tribunal inferior to courts martial, to 
serve as a court of appeal from the decision of the commander in the 
award of punishment, and to have intermediate jurisdiction over offenc~8 
punishable by commanders, and offences punishable by courts martial. 

6. In the undue restriction of the power of the commandant in the 
punishment of officers, and in the want of minor punishments for all 
grades of offences or faults of discipline . 

• 

http:gO\�ernmp.nt
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IlY FIRST WEEK IN PARIS. 

THE" Superb" did her work in a style really worthy her name. The 
tremendous clatter of her wheels meant more than clatter usually does; 
and her speed, aided by the fine weather, was something quite marvellous ~ 
for a sea-boat. We made the transit in six hours only_ 1 gazed with 
deeper interest than usual on the shores of la belle France, and almost 
wondered they could wear an aspect so calm and gay after all the fierce agi
tation of the past year, that had rocked the country to its foundations. 
I made a provident use of the hour we were describing circles in the 
bay, waiting for the tide to rise, by eating an impro" ,ptu breakfa~t j the 
captain was civil enough to get up, and it turned out well, as I thought it 
would, that I took this precaution. For on approaching the quay we 
learnt that a train of cars was to leave in half an hour, and the whole of 
that period would he rapidly consumed in the indispensable ceremonies of 
the custom-house. All our passengers were seriously dampened by this 
news, for there was no second train before the afternoon j but they 80ught 
consolation, as sympathising humanity usuaJly does, in the r ct that all 
were common sufferers. They wondered at my perfect composure at 
this contretemps, but they stared still more when I announced my positive 
intention to be off in the first convoi. "That's impossible," said they, in 
chorus. "Just the reason why I meant to do it," I replied, with un
ruffled gravity. This threw them into a lively fit of curiosity, and my T 

movements were watched to the neglect of their own business. 
There was only one doubt beset me, and that was whether the Republic 
of 1848 dealt as liberally in diplomatic usages as the monarchy of'3U, now 
dead and gone j but I thought it prudent to act on the presumption. The 
plank was no sooner thrown to the shore, than the first persons who 
crossed it, as in the olden time, were the same consequential-looking per
sonages so well known to travellers, 'yclept, gendarmes, with moustaches 
as fierce, and swords as long, as if a republican revolution had never been 
heard of. "Ah," thought I, " this is pretty much what 1 expected j France 
has got a new name-what is there in a name 1-but monarchical habits are 
IItill kept up." I no longer doubted now that I should go in the first train, 
and the moment my passport was demanded by one of these prying func:
tionaries, I whispered in his ear, which was answered by his raising his 
cap, and requesting me with great politeness to poiDt out my baggage, 
that it might be immediately carried off to the depot without examination. 
"Good morning, gentlemen," I said with a smile to my fellow-passen
~ers, who were sorely perplexed at my go-ahead proceedings, "I told you 
I should dine in Paris. Au revoir." They saluted me with great respect, 
thinking, of course, I must be somebody or other, to be allowed to treat 
the custom-house with a go-bye that is vouchsafed but to a few in this 
taxed and tariffed world of ours. The magical phrase I had pronounced 
in the ears of the armed man of police was simply that I was" bearer of 
dispatches," which my passport showed, and hellce his bows, and my 
mysterious departure. Throwing myself into a capacious jiafOre, stuffed 
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full of portmanteaus and carpet bags, I drove rapidly off to the railroad, 
first offering up a hearty benediction to the man who invented "dis
patches." f got there in ample ti",e, and having secured my place, 
amused myself in promenading about the spacious and elegant apartments 
provided at all the stations for the accommodation of passengers. There 
is an enormous deal of money spent on these palatial structures, which an 
American, with his cui bono propensity, is apt to doubt the utility of. To 
be sure I like, as every body does, fine architectural edifices, which are 
not only pleasing to the eye, but refining to the taste. Art must be en• 	 couraged, because its moral effects are good, but business before art, as 
Sam Weller said" of pleasure j" and it would be wiser if these European 
railway directors first thought of dectaring fair dividends on the stock, 
before they lavished such extreme amounts on goro-eous fittings-up. The 
railroads in Europe for the most part, as yet. haveonot been profitable un
dertakings, thouo-h they have the decided advantages of dense population 
and great corn~ercial traffic, and why 1 Because too much money has 
been wasted on their construction, and which has, in the second place, 
led to the charges being too high, diminishing, in consequence, the 
number of travellers. In the United States the expenditure has been 
less for superfluities, and the profit has been more, though population ill 
less and capital dearer. The bell rung while engaged in these medita• 	 tions for the first class passengers to take their seats, which done, the 
second class, occupying different quarters, are let out in turn, who take 
their places. This done, an endless number of officials, rigged up in 
uniforms of all colors, with badges on their collars strewed all over with 
figures, indicating the division, battalion, or company they separately 
belong to, begin running up and down j shouting to each other j tumbling 
over each other, and begging each other's pardon j till at last, these usual 
French preliminaries being duly got through with, the engine gives a 
squeak, the cars respond with a grunt, and everybody saying, enfin, we 
set off. If 1 were fond of statistics, heaven forbid !-I would write a book 
to prove, that nine-tenths of the French population wear the legion of 
honor, and considerably more than the whole must h::ve places of some 
flort j for the quantity of· red riLJbon in every button-hole, and the ludi
crous number of employees in every enterprize, beginning with the gov
ernment, does certainly beat anything I ever saw elsewhere, though I 
have seen some odd tbings in my travels. 

The Fren~h have imitated the English in their style of railway car


• riage, which contain !jix very comfortable seats each. nicely cushioned 

and armed. There were only two, heside mine, occupied on the morn

ing in question, and they were tenanted by a couple of well-dressed and 

gentlemanly persons, who turned out to be wealthy merchants of Havre. 

We soon got into pleasant conversation, wbich quickly and naturally 

turned on France and her present condition. I learned from them a 

good deal of news touching the interval I had lost at sea. The effect of 

the military demonstration on the 29th of January had been greatly to 

strengthen public confidence in the stability of the government, and the 

immediate result was seen in the increased value it gave to property, 

which rapidly rose. Stocks of all kinds instantly obeyed the impulsion, 

and bounded up from day to day at a rate which set speculators wild. 

Fortunes were made in an hour; and many who had been groaning for 

months over their bankruptcy, suddenly, as by a magic wand, found their 
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lost wealth restored to their pockets, and their condition completely re
trieved. Nothing could more strikingly demonstrate the real resources of 
the country, which, at the mere prospect of restored order again, resumed 
its wonted air of business activity. We are in the habit of expressing 
wonder amongst ourselves at the recuperative energy of our national 
character, which has occasionally been exposed to rude trials of financial 
reverses that have well-nigh stopped every wheel of the great commercial 
machine, and threatened permanent disaster to the nation. These 
tornados of bankruptcy were hardly over, before the sun of a new pros
perity broke through the gloom around, and to the surprise of all the 
country, rose again, like a gallant ship, with an elastic huoyancy equal to 
the pressnre she had resisted. The political tempest which have twice 
swept over France in the present generation, were even more serious 
.and profound in their evil than the misfortunes which have visited us; 
and yet the wounds they have caused had scarcely ceased to bleed, than 
the state sprang up again, arid manifested a vigor no one dreamt she pos
sessed. These facts, all sq recently verified, filled me with the deepest 
sympathy for this noble na~ion of France, and I gave lively utterance to 
my opinions and emotions on this occasion. The gentleman just oppo
site me I found exceedingly well-informed, and of liberal views. He 
agreed with me on the necessity of great changes in the political and 
commercial frame-work of France, but he d~clined going to the length 
of an entire re-organization . Though intelligent, like all his countrymen, I 
observed he had not sufficiently investigated the actual situation of France, 
to be sure of the right remedies it was necessary to apply. When sug
gested, therefore, he was start/pd, and hesitated. I was, of course, much 
gratified to have most favorable opinions expressed of t.he character of the 
new President. All parties seemed alike surprised at his good sense and 
moderation. It was admitted that his pos~tion was somewhat anomalous, 
holding an executive position with all its respor.sibility, without sufficient 
power to enforce his views. This is just what I foresaw from the defec
tive nature of the constitution. Still his conduct so far, in office, had 
given general satisfaction, enhanced by their previous doubts. As we 
rattled with great speed along the road, I occasionally had my attention 
called to the beauty and solidity of its constrnction. It was certainly a 
fine work; and running m·er a broken and hilly country, it was thickly 
interspersed with tunnels and viaducts, some of the latter ofwhich were of 
such a great height and le!1gth as to present a mnst picturesque effect. 
At near four o'clock in the afternoon we entered Paris, and, for the first 
time, my sensations were keen and stirring. Every material object was 
familiar, and had the same tranquil, unchanged appearance as when I 
looked on them last; but the extraordinary political events which had 
stamped the interval, seemed a mocking contrast to all this outward du
ration. The disappearance of the Orleans dynasty, and the marvellous 
resurrection of the Bonaparte family-this was the only thought that filled 
my mind, as I drove through the pleasant streets of this magnificent 
capital to the famolls Hotel des Princes. Nothing surprised me more 
than the absence of all traces of the dire conflicts which had swept over 
Paris, threatening it with ruin. I had heard of so much havoc, that at 
every corner of the ·treet I expected to see whole lines of buildings de
molished, and pathways cumbered with wreck But I could detect no 
change whatever, not el·eu in the smiling Boulevards, which, I had been 
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told, looked mournful-stripped of its finest ornaments, its noble trees. 
This splendid avenue still shone with undiminished attraction, and proved 
the variety of its unequalled re onrces, when adornments like these were 
not even missed. It was crowded with its usual animated population. 
who wore the same gay air of easy unconcern as in days when they had 
nothing else to do. They seemed as careless and jocose as though the 
grave responsibilities of self-government sat lightly on them. The shops 
were even more brilliant than of old, and crowded with glittering beaps 
of merchandize, just as though such a thing as thieves and pillagers had 
never been heard of. It was quite clear the shopkeepers entertained a 
better opinion of the decried mob that has undergone such untiparing 
im'ective in European journals for many months past. 'Vhatever may 
have been their fright, or their temporary discomfiture, it is evident that 
the courtly burghers are recovering fast from both, and Paris is itself 
again. I muttered this, as I threw my delighted glance down the long 
line of sparkling Boulevards, whence I turned at a sharp angle into the 
Rue Ricltelieu, and drew up at the finest hotel in this noble quarter 
I found a charming apartment vacant au premier; and the rapid orders of 
M. Privat, the most energetic and attentive of landlords, ever gave it an 
air of comfortable tenancy. I slowly finished a complacent survey of the 
premises, and then throwing myself into a comfortablefauteuil near the 
fire, I indulged in a chat with mine host. 

" Well, Mons. Privat," I exclaimed, " you Frenchmen are an inexplicable 
set. Here you are as gay and insouciant as if February revolutions or 
June insurrections had never been heard of. It seems almost as if your 
expert romance-writers had been inventing some horrid tales to hoax the 
world with, for you all look so quiet, men and streets, that one can see 
no trace of the whirlwind. Who could suppose that so many backs and 
heads had been broken, anti that so many governments and ideas had 
been blown out of France since I saw it last. What a hurricane, to be 
sure." 

" Que voulez-vous," replied the philosophic landlord, with a shrug of 
his shoulders, " it came, and went like a storm in the night. We waked up 
with the thunder, were dazzled by the lightning, and by the time we 
could see clear, it was gone. There were fragments scattered about in 
the morning, and none of us escaped damage; but it is no use regretting, 
till we find whether we are the worse for what happened." 

"I admire your good temper, for I should snppose you would insist on 
being a great deal the better for ail that has occurred. It is clear, beyond 
a doubt, you will be the gainers, but to what extent I am anxious above ali 
things to learn. There seems to be, as far as I can perceive, a general 
disposition for a truce between all parties; and from the same motive, a 
desire is evident to repose awhile, and heal up wounds. Am I right 1" 

"Parjaitement. The absurdity of cutting each other's throats for no 
definite purpose, beyond obliging the rogues of Paris, has struck us all, 

. and order and tranquillity are just now the sum and end of our wishes 
and intentions. We find fighting less profitable than trade; and as I have 
been half-ruined by all this rumpus, I shall confine every enthusiasm 
hereafter to commerce. I hope you'll not forget to recommend my 
house to your countrymen, whom I will do my best to please. There is 
no class of travellers I am so glad to see enter my hotel, for none are so 
easily satisfied, and nune are more liberal in their expenditures. Vive les 
Americains. " 

• 
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" I shall remember your request, 1\Ions. Privat, and when you take suf
ficient pains to let them know the extent, variety, and splendor of your 
accommodations, and the comforts of your house, English spoken in
~luded, I am sure you would have no difficulty in finding an American 
colony in the very heart of Paris. But have you completed that magnifi
cent dining saloon I left you at work at two years ago 7" 

" Not quite, sir j for it is impossible, I find, to carryon state repairs 
and house-building with advantage at the same time. But now that we 
have quiet out of doors, the hammers are clicking noisily within again, 
and in a few weeks I shall astonish even Paris, by throwing open a salle
a-manger unrivalled by any in Europe in point of size and richness. But 
since you were here I have made immense enlargements to the hotel, and 
introduced a novelty, I think, that will be greatly appreciated by bache
lors, in the addition of I> hundred snug rooms, with a bed concealed in the 
alcove, so as to unite and separate the two at convenience, .and that at the 
low price of three francs a day. I have now some 500 rooms in my 
botel, and at rates that I would have disdained a few years ago." 

" These revolutions are your true levellers after all, I see j for the pride 
of landlords and kings are thus brought to reasonable terms, eh, Mons. 
Privat 1" 

" Que voulez-vous," said my entertainer, a little flurried by my fling, 
" we must all bow to the same necessities. If our demands are too high 
and travellers won't submit, we must take less, or give up business. And 
it is the same case now-a-days, it seems, with palace-keeping." 

" But let me know, as you meet so many people every day, what every 
body says about your new President." 

" There is only one sentiment on that point, Monsieur, which is that of 
universal approbation. To the surprise of us all, he has turned out so 
moderate, steady and wise, that we are full of admiration of him, and of 
dissatisfaction with ourselves at the ill opinions we formerly harbored of 
him." • 

"Well, it would be unjust to blame you Parisians for YOllr preju
dices, for they were inspired, not so much by the behavior of Prince Louis, 
as by the bitter denunciations of your metropolitan press, hired, beyond 
doubt, for the most part, to defame him. As I ventured to proclaim him 
a very different person from the false character given of him, I rejoice 
that his present conduct justifies my predictions." 

"Yes, Monsieur, we all put great confidence in him, and only regret 
that he has not more power to enforce his views. They are said to be 
progressive j we know they are moderate, and we want nothing more. 
The lower classes will be satisfied the moment they see there is an effort 
to improve their condition and meet their wishes. All we want, myself 
in particular, is a little tranquillity, and we shall all make our fortunes 
fast enough. Ah, what a happy country is your great Republic I-no re
volutions-no insurrections !" 

" And no stupid kings, no headstrong ministers, Mons. Pnvat-ahove all, 
no rich class of monopolists that, pos'3essing the whole power of the state, 
pass all laws for their own benefit, and leave the masses to choose be
tween starvation and rebellion." 

" There is one thing that enrages me, for who can suppress his sympa
thies at such wanton abuses, and that is to see a whole nation turned 
topsy-turvy because a few hundred selfish and rapacious men love to wal
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low in an ocean of voluptuousness that the wealth of the state is necessary 
to supply." 

I< If I were a Frenchman"-I stopped short. 
" Then you don't think the Americans would be more patient than 

we are 1" inquired my landlord, looking very gravely at me. 
I< Weare getting on dangerous ground, Mons. Privat; and as nothing 

is farther from my intentions than to disturb the love of tranquillity you 
were just now professing, I propose to adjourn the discussion. Whatever 
you may think of my politics, you shall have no reason to underrate my 
appetite, if you will only send me up one of those nonpareil dinners that 
have made the cuisine of the Hotel des Princes famous through Europe." 

I< Enchante, 1l1onsieur, to oblige you in any way," replied my bustling 
host, rubbing his hands at the flattering allusion to his kitchen. I< At 
what hour will you be served 1" 

" I shall be dressed at seven." 
" Tres bien je serai exact,"-and away went M. Privat, utterly oblivious of 

the wrongs of France, in his aroused ambition to maintain the high 
renown of the Hotel des P1'inces. 

A thousand projects presented themselves after dinner for the evening 
occupation; and, amid the dazzling variety, I was in danger of wasting 
the whole of it at home in deciding on a choice. I fixed, at last, on a 
visit to some one of the few American families, that, in spite of the fall of 
governments and the crash of revolutions, still cling to the many charms 
of a residence at Paris. Such a mark of respect I thought especially due 
to a delightful circle in the Rue d'A1VOU, who are the sole survivors of 
the American regime, that ten years ago made one forget the loss of 
country, in the number of familiar faces and names that were then group
ed together here. If it were ever possible to feel melancholy at Paris, 
there would be moments when the memory would cloud over at souvenirs 
like these, How many delightful sets of acquaintances I have lived 
amongst at different epochs at Paris, that I supposed were destined to 
endure for long and pleasant years! An absence of a few months would 
bring me back to find the greater part dispersed over all countries, and 
the rest melted up with new coteries, when, if found, they would hardly 
be recognized again, so changed were the associations aBd influences 
that now surrounded them. To a mind at all sensitive, the sudden and 
complete vanishment (pass the word) of all our closest ties and most 
valued friendships, is, to say the least, trying; and to escape what I detest, 
painful ruminations on the incertitude of this world's combinations, I 
have always set with double industry to work to contrive new ones. 
This remark, trivial as it is, is 'Ilone applicable to Paris. Return to Lon
don or New-York, Berlin or Rome, after what time you please of absence, 
your old associations will remain to greet you, with such vacancies only 
as casualties inevitably make. This, however, is seen at Paris, for the 
reason that the foreigner mixes there so much less than in other cities with 
the native families. He has abundant resources in the hordes of stran
gers that congregate here from all parts of the world, who, attracted by 
the facility of living, as by the endless seductions of this luxurious capital, 
come here to perch for a summer, or roost for a winter, and then fly off 
again to their unknown homes. Cause and effect are confounded in each 
other in this, as in all else; and it would be difficult to decide whether it 
is to the flocking of strangers hither that Paris owes its peculiarities, or 
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whether, from its distinctive traits, it becomes an irresistible temptation to 
the denizens of all countries. No city certainly vies with this in its 
charms for travellers. There is a scale for every income, and there is no 
possession that may not be had, on conditions and terms to suit his caprice 
or pocket. Everything can be had, for hiring, from an opera-glass to a 
trombeau, and even the inhabitants themselves live on the temporary 
arrangement of contract rather than of purchase. All seem to occupy 
Paris momentarily, as if its enjoyments were incompatible with the 
serious business of life, and that, after its holiday shows are over, they 
expected to return from whence they came. When I return to Paris, 
therefore, I am always prepared for revolutions social, if not political; 
and it is a marvel, indeed, if the fragment of an old clique should be found 
surviving. It is from those eternal shiftings that nobody is ever missed at 
Paris, for the moment your back is turned you are forgotten; and for the 
same reason no one is ever regretted. It is natural, then, I should ex
perience a lively sense of pleasure in driving to the charming residence 
of an American family, whose hospitalities have been liberally dispensed 
to an unceasing throng of their fellow-countrymen for some sixteen years 
past-a period of residence so seldom arrived at by foreigners in this muta
ble, versatile Paris, as to throw over it a certain air of antiquity which 
a hundred years elsewhere would hardly impart. There is one remark 
which the persons to whom I allude have more particularly suggested, 
but which other American families resident here, for longer or shorter 
periods, have equally inspired-and it is perhaps striking enough to re
cord. It has often struck me with astonishment, that. living for years 
away from the customs somewhat formed, and out of the pale of opinions 
somewhat rigid, of their native country, and exposed to all the seductions 
of French manners and the dangerous influence of French morals, that 
Americans should succeed in resisting both, and in preserving, untainted 
by constant contact, their own conventional standard of right and wrong. 
There is no other, of all the countries represented at Paris, which fur
nishes similar instances; for even the English, whose code of propriety 
is elevated enough in profession, are rarely found sufficiently proof
hardened to resist being carried away into open and scandalous violation 
of its clearest' injunctions. This is an effect that might be traced direct
ly home to our institutions; but to undertake such a demonstration would 
lead me into an abstract discussion that would be out of place just here. 

Monday morning came of my first week, and my spirits freshened 
at the vista it disclosed of pleasant labors. Renewal of old ac
quaintances, the probable acquisition of new-ready and vigilant 
inspection of the political cauldron, which simmered and bubbled enough 
to show the fermentation within-careful and prying investigations 
of the popular mind and passions-these were some of the bustling 
occupdtions that rose before me, and ' promised to put my utmost 
activity to the test. I spent 11 , \ small part of this, my first day, in driving 
from house to house, leaving cards for people gone out, till about five 
o'clock I arrived at the residence of an American lady, whose former 
habit, I remembered, was to devote this portion of every day to the recep
tion of her visitors . 

" Chez elle." returned the rnncierge to my inquiry; and I ascended to 
her salon. A word of this hdy, whosf' charms of person and mind have 
made her the centre of a large circle of admirers of both sexes. But to 
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her taste be it mentioned, that instead of selecting these from the vapid 
celebrities of fashion, she chooses from the more recherche coteries of 

Louis 
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one 
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the manner 

My curiosity was not a 
name 

It turned out to be 

The 
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of political refugees whom 
This 
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to suit the 

intellect. At her le'"ees and soirees one is almost sure to meet :;ome per
son, if not widely knolVn in the 1V0rld of esprit, at least remarkable for 
superior gifts of conversation, so that an hour in the Rue Ville l' Eveqlle 
is always agreeably and profitably invested. And so it turned out on the 
present occasion; for after mutual greetings were over, I sat myself down 
to listen to a lively causerie, that my entry had interrupted. 
Napoleon was the theme, and everyone was free to confess that 
expectations thus far had been most pleasantly disappointed. Each 
in turn gave his impressions of his character, and without 
him great qualities, or grand talents, all united in conceding him infiniteiy 
more merit than they ever dreamed of his possessing. There was 
person, however, who reviewed his part, showing how well it had been 
contrived to ensure him the good fortune which had at last overtaken 
him. He was the only one I had yet encountered who regarded, in their 
exact light, the various acts that the world generally had stigmatized 
as brainless folly; and the language he employed, all well as 
he discussed these several points, was so superior and striking, that I 
received his opinions, as did the rest of the company, with great atten
tion. The subject changed, but this same person was still the chief orator 
of the circle, and on all topics alike he displayed extraordinary research, 
sound judgment, and unusual powers of diction. 
little piqued, and in a whisper I obtained from my fair hostess the 
of the distinguished man, which was familiar to me. 
Count de Cirecourt, lately talked of as Minister to the United States, before 
the appointment of M. Poussin. I got into conversation, finally, with M. de 
Cirecourt, apd was more and more astonished at his immense information 
on all sllbjects. Philosophy, science, art, history, and the evencmcnts dll jour, 
-upon all he talked with equal address and singular accuracy. 
Austrian empire and its difficulties were among other matters touched 
upon; and he gave me a solution of what had greatly puzzled me up 
this time, namely, the inexplicable conduct of Prince Metternich. 
never could comprehend how that cautious and experienced statesman 
had allowed the vast empire over which he seemed to 
puted sway, to fall suddenly to fragments, without either seeing or pro
viding for the catastrophe. I had formed from various accounts a high 
estimate, along with the world generally, of his sagacity, judgment, and 
vigilance, and yet we find him, at last, closing his long and eminent 
career in the ignoble manner of a half-fledged politician, who, mistaking 
presumption for firmness, provokes calamities he cannot repair, and takes 
refuge in flight from consequences he shrinks from resisting. 
I ever dream of beholding the venerable form of Prince 
figuring conspicuously amid a vulgar herd 
"their o'er·cloyed country vomited forth to desperate adventure." 
result, I repeat, had all along perplexed and confounded me, up to the 
moment that 1\1. de Cirecourt related the following anecdote. 
that some months previous to the events of 1848, 1\1. de Metternich had 
manifested much anxiety at the continuance of a sy tem of policy, that 
daily symptoms showed the imperious necessity of modifying 
wants and temper of the times. As if to satisfy himself, finally, that he 
was not yielding prematurely to ill-founded forebodings, he came to the 

• 
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determination of making a full investigation of the case. He selected an 
individual entirely worthy his confidence, and every way adequate to the 
enterprise, and dispatched him on a tour through all the provinces of the 
empire, \vith orders to institute most vigilant inquiries into the moral con
dition and political demands of the respective inhabitants. "Write me 
nothing," said Metternich, "but keep careful record of all you see and 
hear, and lose no time." A long interval ensued; the party, at length, 
returned to Vienna. The next day the prince left town for one of his 
country seats, with his envoy, where he spent many days, devouring with 
the utmost greediness the important details brought back to him. At 
the close he sighed deeply, and exclaimed mournfully over the threaten
ing prospect which lowered on every side. The danger he descried was 
imminent; but what could he effect at his age, with the formidable oppo
sition that would rise against him should he breathe the word reform. 
"Were I a young man," he declared, " I would undertake and accom
plish it against every odds, for the safety of the whole depends on it, and 
yet no one sees it. All I can pray for," he added, " is that it may last 
my time." 

This was not so ordered, as we have lived to see; but I was deeply im
pressed by this narration, which came from a source that raised it above 
doubt. 

The Count went away, and a new comer entered, who brought a lively 

piece of intelligence for the parties concerned, which consisted in tbe 

announcement of a marriage between the Duke of --- and M'lle de 


"",Vhy that must be an error," saill a by-stander, "for the 

young lady in question is positively engaged, I know it, to another 

party." 


" Pas Ie rnoins du 11Ionde," persisted the first speaker, " it is perfectly true. 
But wbat leads you to doubt is, that only a few days ago the Duke was 
engaged, as you say, to another person; but 1 am going to tell you what 
has occurred. He was lately at a ball, where he met for the first time 
M'lle de F---, and he was so charmed by her beauty and grace that 
he called next day, declared his sudden passion, and begged her hand, 
saying that was utterly lost if sbe refused him. She replied with great 
discretion, and allowed her decision to depend on that of her mother; but 
who insisted upon it, that the thing was impossible, for her daughter was 
not only enO'aaed, but the contracts actually drawing out for her marriage 
to another party. The desperate swain, however,' persisted, and as the 
daughter declared she was entirely indifferent to the choice her mother .. 
had made, and that she liked of her own accord the individual in ques
tion, it was at last settled that the first engagement should be annulled, 
and the Duke's offer be accepted, and the marriage is arranged to take 
place next week." Exclamations of unaffected wonder succeeded this 
curious story. "How romantic," said one; " quite English," remarked 
another; "but really it strikes me," I joined in, "that it is not at all 
French." In this rank of life I thought it was de rigueur that a marriage 

should be determined upon by t he respective families, and that the mar

rying parties should have, in fact, nothing to do with it till the ceremony 

began.-" Ah, yes," said an old lady, who had been musing upon this 

strange event, " it was formerly so, aud in my time such folly as this was 

quite out of the question. But, alas! every thing is changing for the 

worse. Not dynasties only are disappearin~, but with them are going OUT 


, t 
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best custom!!, our oldest traditions j yes, every thing, our taste!!, opinion!!, 
usages, are all declining fast into 3arbarism, and for my part, I am aston
ished at nothing now-a-days." This sally was variollsly received, some 
.miled, and others sympathizt:d. An exceedingly shrewd and pleasant 
man, who had enlivened us previously with many salient phrases, at last 
added hi!! commenting to the rest, and which was so striking, that to 
preserve it, I have taken the trouble to record this trifting anecdote. "I 
beg your indulgent consideration, ladies aud gentlemen," he said, in a des 
precatory tone, "for what I shall say about the extraordinary conduct of 
the Duke in question j but let me remind you tbat within a year or so 
these singular demonstrations of sensibility among people of our own rank 
are not altogether rare, and I will attempt to explain it. The rude 
changes in the political world, and the constant transitions we are living 
amongst, begin, at last, to teach us an important lesson. Illusions are 
gradually dying away, and the emptiness and uncertainly of worldly 
advantage are every day becoming distinct and striking. Under such 
circumstances, what is more natural than that the individualst who for
merly found sufficient amusement in the privileges and re ources of a 
position that is now almost gone, should be struck, at length, with the 
novel charms of sentiments and emotions that had never before been 
elicited. As the world without crumbles away under our feet, what more 
likely than that we should turn our faces inward, and seek consolation 
in the cultivation of the affections." 

"C'est vrai, c'estjuste," everybody exclaimed around him, except the 
old lady, who muttered something about absurde. 

"'Veil, then, I am not so much lIstonished at the violent passion of the 
Duke of --- which is the more likely to be sincere, that nobody now 
thinks of laughing at such things." 

•. I hope then," said I. thinking the opportunity too fair to be lost, " I 
hope that, in my quality of American, I may be allowed to infer that 
something not altogether discreditable to human nature may be esteemed 
as among the results of your new-born republic." 

"Ok, n'en parlez pas. je VlJUS en prit, de ceUe lwrrible republique, 
quelle lwrrtur-qucl/e misere," were only .a few of the indignant exclama
tions that flew from right to left, at my audacious allusion in this aristo
cratic enceinte to the plebeian revolution of 1848. 

There is enough in this simple incident to awaken the reflection 
of the curious in such things, and to CODV!"y no bad picture 

• of France, as it is at thi!! moment of deepening confusion. The 
upper classes, who are daily horrified at the encroachments that universal 
justice and common sense are making on their pri"ileged boundaries, and 
are ready to employ all means inconsistent with humanity and right to 
preserve them, are nevertheless frequently forced to admit the fitness of 
these demands, and are often surprised into the reeognition of claims 
which make their appeal to our common nature. The aristocracy of 
France are gradually rousing from the Rip Van Winkle sleep of centu
ries, and beginning to discover that they have been living in a land of 
dreams, where the stern realities of the real world have never penetrated. 
They have all the air of perfect strangers in this new !'phere, where the 
late revolution has introduced them, and they go wandering abou~ armed 
in prejudice and full of mistrust, but ~till every now and then are caught 
in acknowledgments that this plebeian region, however new and repulsive 

• 
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to long habits and preferred tastes, is yet filled with facts and truths that 
come home to their convictions, and teach them they are not the artificial 
anr! conventional beings they had all along supposed, but endowed with 
faculties and affections common to all, and the highest development of 
which is the true purpose of life. What a revolution in the best society 
of France I It proves that a scion of one of its oldest families is not only 
capable of falling in love with beauty, grace, and worth, like a low plebe
ian, but dares even avow it, without subjecting himself to the sneers 
and derision of his class. This is a real progress towards a more natural 
order of things, which can neither be denied nor underrated. 

On the evening of the day I am now recording, 1 called at a very aris
tocratic mansion, where in past times I had received most generous 
hospitality. I found the marchioness at home, and my reception was 
cordial in the extreme. The extraordinary events of the last two years
the interval since I had last visited her-afforded an abundant theme of 
remark, and I was curious to discover what changes of sentiment they 
had wrought in my fair hostess. She was an Italian by birth, of high 
rank, and married to a French marquis of great fortune. I remembered 
before that she was remarkable for her liberal sentiments, that went the 
length of ultraism, as far as her native country was concerned, though her 
views of French politics had always been of such moderate tone as to 
bring me frequelltly in collision with them. The liberty of the French 
under Louis Philippe's government, though infinitely below the intelligence 
of these enlightened people, yet so far surpassed the unhappy condition of 
the oppressed Italians, that the marchioness always insisted they were well 
enough. That any people should ever be allowed entirely to have their 
own way, was a doctrine that in her opinion bordered on insanity. These 
were her ideas before the Revolution of 1848; but I expected that this 
grand event had, in all probability, greatly modified them. But, to my 
surprise, I found that her liberalism, instead of enlarging with the pro
gress of events, had well-nigh disappeared altogether. She was full of 
aristocratic horror of all that had occurred. Italy, for whose wrongs she 
formerly felt so much, she now considered quite unworthy her compassion. 
The outrages, as she termed the efforts of the people to better their con-" 
dition, had put them quite hors ta lai-they had conducted themselves 
like savages and madmen. The behavior of the Romans to the Pope, and 
of the Piedmontese to the Austrians-nothing could be worse. They 
had forfeited the esteem and respect of all good people of all countries, 
by their wanton violations of order, and their senseless attempts at new 
forms of government, which was only the organization of anarchy. It is • 
not worth while to repeat this nonsense, fOT it is just in this incoherent 

way the upper classes of Europe express themselves upon late events. 

Instead of reading a solemn lesson in past disasters, they wilfully blind 

themselves to the plain truths conveyed, and seem determined to run 
 ,.headlong on their fate. If my fair friend, the marchioness, thus expressed 

herself of Italy, it may be supposed her indignation and contempt knew 

no bouuds for the "monstrous and unheard-of infamies" the French 

people had committed in their revolutionary insanity. "But, thank 

Heaven !" she exclaImed, " there seems approaching, at last, an end to all 

these horrors. The government has abundant power at its command, 

and is fully disposed to exert it, for the suppression of these atrocious 

dogmas of universal liberty, alike opposed to sense and truth. In a few 
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weeks more, and this National Assembly," and she turned up hel' Roman 
nose quite disdainfully, "will be scattered to the four winds, and then 
we shall have a legislature that will give us strong guarantees of stability 
and order. This vulgar and turbulent JEountain, which has endeavored 
to attract public attention by its hideous outcries, will then sink in its 
proportions, and dwindle down to a very small hill." 

I had just arrived in Paris, with all my democratic sympathies fresh and 
strong upon me, and these effusions of patrician bile quite confounded me. 
I hardly know whether to attribute them to a general spirit of reaction 

• 	 lietting in, or merely to a haughty demonstration of the wounded vanity 
and mortified consequence of the upper classes. After a pause, in wbich 
the lovely marchioness sought to recover her usual serenity, a little dis
turbed by the violence of her emotion, I looked her full in the face, and 
said: "'What, madam, do you really mean to say that la ~Ji'.,.ance va 
reculer-that France is going to fall back 7" 

Her face flushed to crimson, and she drew herself up to her full height, 
with a tone and gesture that alike bespoke her astonishment and disgust, 
as she repeated my words: "Reculer-dites-vous-Avancer, vous voulez 
dire-fall back, do you say 7 Advance, you mean to say." The 
blunt expression I had, without thinking, given to my democretic bias, 
now flashed upon me by this sudden change of her manner; and whether • 	 it was my naivete, or the angry wonder of this aristocratic beauty, 
whom I had so unintentionally outraged, I don't know, but I could not 
for my life restrain my merriment, and, taking the liberty of an old friend, 
I 'gave way to hearty laughter. We afterwards talked a great deal of 
Louis Napoleon, for whose election her husband had mude strenuous 
efforts. It appears that his popularity with the aristocratic party is every 
day increasing, which is certainly looked upon by the people with lively 
:suspicion. They conclude, that were he more devoted to their interests, 
and more determined to see jusfic~ done them, he would be less praised 
in the gilded salons of the Faubourg St. Germain. 

I have been scarcely two days in Paris, and I begin to discover, what 
can never be learned out of it, how exactly, in sailor's phrase, " the land 
lays." By constant study of all rumors and reports; by reading and col
lating all statements and accounts for some months past, I had contrived 
to make some approaches, though very distant ones, to the truth. But 
now that I am in Paris, where the pulse of politics beats strongest, I see 
th?t no reliance whatever can be placed on the bulletins of pathological 
quacks. You must come and judge for yourself, if you would know the 
exact state of the patient-poor France-whose case, for want of proper 
treatment, seems daily growing worse. Not that her symptoms are not 
distinct enough; but, by a stupid and wilful obduracy, her political faculty 
disdain to understand her malady aright, and their nostrums only tend 
worse and worse to aggravate it. But to see this clearly, and to know what 
are in truth, and at bottom, the real difficulties of the situation, there is 
only one mode, which, unhappily, few can adopt-and that is to come 
and investigate for yourself. But the task is not easy, then, as may be 
discovered in the fact, that scarcely two agree, either as to the condition 
of things, or the remedies to be employed. Besides, France at this 
moment is undergoing almost daily a rapid transition of opinions and cir
cumstances, that requires the closest attention, and no small knowledge, 
to enable an impartial person to come to clear and satisfactory conclusions. 
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So far as I have gone, it is plain enough that the trading community are 
content with things as they are. They have only one want; and a 
government that can maintain tranquillity, no matter by what means, or 
at what sacrifice, is sure to receive their hearty suffrages. This one ele
ment is an important one in every community, the support of which is 
indispemmble to the stability and prosperity of a government. Louis 
N apoleQn has been almost enthusiastically adopted by this class, who 
were before his most violent adversaries. To my surprise I find the 
aristocracy speaking warmly in his favor, too, which is a matter to be 
carefully looked into by his friends. It would be strange, indeed, if their 
good-will was accorded on any other terms than a thoughtless denial of 
justice to the people. This is clear enough; for the interests of the two 
classes are directly opposed-and to serve the one is sure to be followed 
by the dislike and opposition of the other. In these old countries of 
Europe, where the upper classes have so long held possession of all the 
powers and wealth of the state, they have acquired vested interests which, 
perhaps, prudence, rather than equity, should take somewhat into con
sideration, when a new political organization is in question. To touch 
these interests at all, is to excite the wrath of their holders; but to be scared 
by their clamor from fulfilling the imperious demands of the masses, 
which, happily, in this age must not be denied, is to show weakness and .. 
provoke disaster. Between the two a steady, though forward course of 
policy, is to be pursued-and which,tfor the time, may be attended with 
the not uncommon result of displeasing both sides. The reward .of 
praise from both is seen, however, to come later. I make these remarks 
as I go along; for, though apparently uncalled for, they will help con
siderably to elucidate the position of France at this moment. I repeat, 
then, I am getting a little uneasy at the strong expressions of appro
bation from the aristocracy, and the ominous silence of the peopl~. I have 
not succeeded yet in gathering anyth' ng at all definite from any of those 1 
have met. They shake their heads, and hold their tongues. From which 
significant pantomine I infer, the expectatit>ns they entertained have not 
yet been met, but that they are reasonable enough to wait further develop
ments. Perhaps their turn is yet to come, which is, certainly, to be 
ardently _prayed for by all well-wishers of France. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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HE who invents a machine hy which time and labor are saved, and 
want and misery are relieved-and he who discovers an important 
scientific fact, which euables us to penetrate still further into the secret

• 	 chambers of nature, and thereby learn more perfectly the physical re
lalions upon which our existence depends, as well as our improvement 
and usefuluess, confers a blessing, and imposes an obligation upon 
mankind. But the important inventions and deeply interesting and 
useful di~coveries, from which the present generation derive so much 
benefit, have heen gathered like Sibyl's leaves from widely separated 
localities, and at various timet>. He, then, who faithfully collects and 
arranges the materials, and perpetuates them in the pages of history, 
performs an important office, without which, isulated discoveries would 
be of little use. General history, however, has a wider field to 
survey; inventions and discoveries occupy Lut a small portion of his
tory. The rise and fall of empires-the details of battles, and particu
lar descriptions of tIle workillgs of all the vile passions of the heart, 

• 

attract the attention most, and are dwelt on longest.. Snme of our 
most accurate and elegant hist....rian8 seem to have devoted their lives 
to study and labor, more for the purpose of corrupting than benefiting 
their species. The crimes of the world's great drama have been array
ed in the most attractive colors-whilst the retiring virtues, and gentler 
spirit, by which the e\'il currents of society have been changed, and its 
moral and intellectual revolutions effected, have been buried in the rub
bish. H ume poisoned the immense store-house of learning and history 
which he bequeathed to man, by a spirit more deadly than tbe pesti
lence he speak of-more ilangel'ous tban the revolutions he has re
corded. Histories have been written to record the debaucheries of 
courts and the disgrace of our species, under the plea that all must be 
written. The reckless and vicious conduct of Mesdames de Maintenon, 
de Pompadour, and de l\'[ontespan, is dwelt on longer, and apparently 
with as much interest, as the noble cond)lct of Madame de Guerche
ville-the heroic fortitude of Gabrielle d'Estrees, or the virtuous 
attachment of Mary de Lafayette. Even the distinguished authol' of 
the recently published History of England, is induced to disturb the 
solemnity of a death-bed scene, to let us know something of the private 
entrance of paramours. The histories before us are not marked by any 
blemishes of this character; while the crimes are properly and fully 
recorded, the nobler traits of human character are presen10ed in a man
ner calculated to inspire a belief of tbe sincerity of the actor. The 
peaceful, quiet, but all-powerful elements of national progress, are re
corded with as much pMticularity and interest, and with the same spirit, 
that characterizes the more stirring periods. The progress of the 
8rts and sciences-of literature and eloqnence-ofw81's and revolutions 
--of Roman primacy-everything, in fact, which beloI?gs to history, is 

.. History of France, 2 vols_-Roman Repnblic--The People; and Life of Lnther. 
VOL. XXV.-NO. CXXXIV. 3 

• 




130 Michelet's Works. [August, 

impartially recorded. This is one of his chief virtues as an historian. 
A second, and, perhaps, not leHs important one, is the fuC'ility with which 
he collects and combine:; all tbat is interesting and useful of the difi~rent 
epochs j and tbe pqwer he has of presenting them with a miHuteness 
sufficient to secure a thorough acquaintan,:e, without fatiguing the 
reader with useless detail aud vain pedantry. lIe eeems to anmbilate 
time as the telescope does space, bringing the veritable thing itself be
fore you. You Ree the mighty barbarian chief vault ing over six horses 
at once, and his daring mell, with an ill-judged confidence, calli ng on 
the Romans for their messages to their wiYes j and now, the Campi 
putridi, covered with the mallJ:\'led bodies of an exterminated army. 
At another period, and at a different place-the progress of oratorical 
genius-the success of Guipho, the leadii1g rhetorician, and the 
founder of the school of CresaI' and Cicero ;-here the mvsterious rites 
and terrible offices of Druidism, with its decline, and "there the first 
timid pretensiuns of Innocent II. to Papal authority, leading to the final 
establishment of the authority of St. Peter. Various aud multiplied are 
his subjects, but the narrative is unbroken and the interest unabated. 

There is something unusually life-like in his de~cripti!llls. Nations 
are arrayed before you with all their pecu liarities of person and charac
tel' with R peculiar power. Fir"t, the Gauls, with Their hot temper, 
belligerent dispo"itions, and wandering habits; then the laborious and 
more domestic Iherians. Next in his historical panorama the conquer
ing Celts are introduced, but only to prepare the way for the early stnn
dard-bearers of civilization, the Greeks ann Phronicians. The national 
barriers are brokeu down by the sons of Neptune j and the valuable 
products of Gaul-the coral of the Hieres, and the precious mines of 
the Pyrenees, the Cevennes and the Alps, gathered or inve~tigated by 
the Tyrian Hercules. The Col de Tende has been crossed, alld the foun
dation of the AUl'elian and Domitian ways laid. The battles ofthe fabled 
heroes and gods have been succeeded by those of the Doriaus, the Iouians, 
the Etruscans, and the Carthaginians. The south is vi~i d by tbe civili
zation of Greece, and the Celts have carried it back with them to the 
north; the religion of the Druidd is thus brour,;l1t in contact with other 
opinions, anu a lIew an,l loftier in:spil'8tion is the result. Under the 
combined influence of these stirring elenlents, the worl.J becomes the 
theatre of more importaut events, anu of deeper alld wide" changes. 

Thus the fabulous portion of earlier history prepares the mind for 
the astonishing revelations of later and better authenticated l·ecords. 
Indeed, it is almost as easy to crellit the battle of Cran anel the shower 
of stones, as the rapid and bloody victories of thll tenible Gauls. 
Whf'ther in Greece or in Asia, around the Hellespollt, on the shO! es of 
the lEgean, on the ruins of Troy, beyond the Bosphurus-with Hannibal 
on the fieldsSJfThrasymene and Cannre, or again:>t the llflgrAteful Car
tha~inians, they are the same headlong, courageous, blllouy people. 
Their career for more than two centuries had been unbroken by defeat. 
The Romans, under l\Iariu~, checked their wild and terrible course, 
by violence and cruelty equalling their own; but tbe task of conquering 
and subduing: this mighty and restless people was reserved for Cal:lar. 
Italy had been wasted - Ariovistus had been defeatetl, and the 
Germans driven across the Rhine-" bellicose" Gaul alone remained 
to be subdued, before a successful attack could be made on the 
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libE-rties of the proud mistrt:!ss of the world. This was accomplished 
-the Rubicon pa -sed-Pompey defeated at Pharsalia-Cicero assas
sinated, and his tongue nailed ttl the desk from which he had spoken; 
and the decline commenced-the fall foretold. 

Michelet is impartial in all his statements, whether affecting his own 
country or Dot. In speaking of Frallce and foreign influences, be 
says:

•• \Ve have no wish to rpject incontestible filcts. It is indisputable that our 
couutry is largely illdebt ..d to foreign influence. All the races of the world 
have contributed to dowel' this Paudora of OUI'S. The Ol'iginal basis-whel'e all 
has entered and all been receivpu-is the race of the (;nel-young, soft, mobile, 
clamorous, quick to )'('ject, IIml greedy of novelty. Here we have the primi
tive and the perfecllble element. 

• 

.. Such children require stern preceptors. and they will bave them, both from 
the South and the North. Theil' mobility will be fixed, thl'>il' softness become 
hardened and strengthened, renson will be added to their instinct, and reflection 
to their impulsiveness. In the South, appear the Iberians of Liguria and the 
Pyreuees, with all the harshness anu craft of the mountaiueer chal'Hctel'; then 
the Phrenician colonies; anu, after a long interval, the Saracens. The mercan
tile genius of the Semitic nations strikes root early in the south of Frunce. In 
the middle ages the Jews tU'e altogether domi.:iled there; and at the epoch of 
the Albigenses, eastern doctrines had easily obtained a footing. From tbe North 
sweep down, in good time, the obstinate Cymi-i, the ancestors of our Bretons 
nnd of the Welsh. They have no mind to pass over the earth and be forgotten. 
Their progress must be marked by monuments. They reHr the needles of 
Loc l\Iari!l. Ker, and trace the Iioes of Cal'llac-rude and mute memorials, 
futile attempts to hand down traditions which posterity will be unable to ullder
stand. Their Druidism points to immortality, but is iucapnble of establishing 
order even in the present life. It only reveale the germ of morality which 
exists in savage man, as the misletoe shining through the snow, testifit's to the 
life that Jies dormant in winter's embrace. The genius of war is still in the 
ascendant. The Bolg descends from the North, aod the whirlwind sweeps over 
Gaul, Gei'lnany, Greece, and Asia Minor. The Gauls follow-and Gaul over
flows the world. It is the exuberant sap of life running out iu every direction. 
The Gallo-Bel.gac have the warlike temperament and prolific powel' of the 
model'll Belg of'Belgium and of Ireland; but in their history the social power
lessul'>ss of the lattel' countries is already visible . Gaul is as weak to acquire as 
to organize. The natllral and warlikl'> society of clanships prevails over the 
elective and sacerdotal society of Druidism. Founded on the principles of a 
truo or a fictitious relationship, the clan is tbe rudest of associations, its bond 
flesh and blood; clanship centres in a chief-a man. 

u But there is need of a society in which man shall no longer devote himselfto 
man, but to an idea; and, finally, to the idea of civil order. The Roman 
agrimensores ",ill follow the legions to measure, survey, and layout, according 
to the true cardinal points as pl'escribed by their antique rites, the colonies of 
Aix, of Narbonne, and of Lyons. The city enters into Gaul, Gaul enters into 
the city. The great Cresar, after baving disarmed Galli by fifiy battles, and the 
death of some nlillions of men, opens to it tbe ranks of the legions, and throw
ing down every banier, introduces it into Rome, aud the Senate. There our 
Gallo-Romans became orators, rhetoricians, jurist~, and may be seen surpassing 
their masters, and teaching Latin to Rome herself. There they learn, in their 
turn, civil equality under a militilry chief-learn the lessons already taught them 
by their leveling genius. Fenr not theil' ever forgetting it. However, Gaul 
will not know herself until the Greek spirit shall havE" aroused her. Antouinus 
the Pius, is from Nismes. Rome has said-the city. Stoic Greece says, 
through the Antonines-the city of the world. Christian Greece says, likewise, 
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but better still, through SRints Pothinus and Iren:eus. who, from Smyrna and 
Patmos, bear to Lyons the word of Christ; mystic word, word of love, which 
ofiers to worn-out man rest and slep,p in God, as Christ Ilimself, at his last sup
per, rested his head on the bosom of the disciple whom He loved. But in the 
Cymric genius. in our hard west, there is a feeling repugnallt to mysticism, and 
which hardens Itself against the mild and wiuning word, refusing to lose itself 
in the bosom of the mom I God presented it by Chl'istinnity, just os it rejected 
the dominion of the God of Nature of the ancient religions_ Tile Organ of this 
stubborn protest of the I, is Pelagius. heir to the Greek Origen. 

"If these reasoners triumphed, they would fouod liberty before society was 
settled. Religion 'aud the Church, which have to re-model the world, require 
more docile auxiliaries. The Germans are needed_ Whatever miseries their 
invasion may inflict. they will soon aid the Clmrch. From the second genera
tion they are hers; at touch, and they are overcome, Rnd will remain in their 
state of enchantment a LhouSRlld years. 'Bow the head, mild Scamber, '-the 
stubborn Celt would \lot have bowed it. Th6se barbarians, who seemed instru
ments for universal destruction, become, whether wittingly or not, tbe docile 
instruments of the Church, who will employ their young arms in forging the 
band of steel which is to unite modern society_ 'rhe German hammer of Thor 
and Cbarles Martel will ring upon, subdue, and discipline, the rebellious genius 
of the 'Vest. Such has been the accumulation of races in our Gaul-race UpOD 
race, people UpOD people. GRuis, Cymri, Belg, from one quarter-Iberians 
from olher quarters; again Greeks and Romans-the catalogue is closed by the 
Germans, This sHid, have we ~aid-France 7 rathel', all romains to be said-
France has formed herself out of these elements. while any other union might 
have been the result_ Oil and sugar consist of the same cliemical elements. 
But the elements given, all is not given; there remains the mystery of a special 
and peculiar nature to be accounted for_ And how much the more ought this 
fact to be insisted upon, when the question is of a living and Rctive union, such 
as a DRtion; a union ijusceptible of in1ernal development and self-modification. 
Now, this development, and these successive modifications, through which our 

country is. undergoing constant change, are the subject matter of French 

history." 


This extract may be used to prove his candor, aR weU as llis literary 

merit It is a summary of llational changes, showing the origin of 

France. If we but make all 'effort to call up the mighty past, witb its 

buried and almost forgotteu nations-to trace tbe present national divi

sions and distinctions back to their original boundal'ies--we will see the 

difficulty as well as the importance of the task. This labor, however, 

has beeo accomplished by our author, with a distinctness which is very 

gratifying to the reader. 


The Celtic race is traced from its origin down to the present, with _ 
the greatest degree of interest, and with a sympathy which will endear 
the author to every friend of tbat naturally noble, but unfortunate race 
-noble in their fidelity to re1i~ioll and country-noble in struggling 
against superior force, rather than yield contrary to their convictions 
-noble in their sympathy for each other in their difficulties and distress, 
and in their bravery when defending their country_ The last remnant 
of this race, multiplying in chains, like captive Israel, resists the exter
minating influences and laws of their oppressors. Their country, 
more dear in her sorrow and gloom, still binds them with a potent spell 
to trials which others could not endure 

" 	Her sons, like the young of the de~ert-bird's nest, 
Drink Jove in each life-drop that flows from her breast." 
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In the language of our author, we, too, would again speak of the sym
pathy of the generous of every clime :

"The other division, filled with inexhaustibleness of life, multiplies and 
increa~es, despite of eVEwythin,g: it will be known thAt I speak of Ireland. 
Ireland! poor elder child of the Celtic rilce . so far from Frflllce, her sistPl", who 
cannot stretch out ber nrm to protect her across the waves-the isle of saints, 
the emerald ofthe sea, all·ferrile. Irehlnd, whos!> men I!l'0W like grass, to the ter 
ror of England, in wbo,;e eRI' is dllily shouted: • They m'e Rnother million!' 

• 

Land of poets, of bold thinl;ers, of John Erigenes, of Berklpy, of 'roland; land 
of Moore, land of O'Connell; land of tbe brilliant speecb and lillhtlling 
sword. which, in the servility of the world, still preserves the power of poetry. 
Tbe English may hmgh when they bear in some obscure corner of their towns 
the Irish widow improvising the coronach over the corpse of hp.l· husband
pleurer a l'lrlandaise, (to weep Iri~h is with tbem a by,wol'o of scorn.) \Veep, 
poor It'eland! and may France weep liS well, as she bebolo$ at Paris, over the 
gate of the asylum which receives your sons. that harp which Asks for SllCCOT. 

Let us weep our inahility to give bACk the blood tbnt they h»ve shed for us. 
In VAin, in less than two centuries, have four hundred thousancl Irish fought in 
our armies. We must witness the sufferings of Ireland without uttering a 
word. In like manner. have we long neglected and forgotten aliT ancient allies, 
the Scotch-and the Scotch mountaineers will soon disappear from the face of 
the earth." 

N flr is France alone in ber debt of' gratitude. We, too, may stop 
on the battle-fields of our country, and weep for the sons and brethren 
of Irish patriuts, who died as brave men die-fighting for liberty. 
~ather let us not weep j but give them the fruits of those battles, and 
teach the ignorant how to appreciate them j while we ourselves learn 
from BUI ke and Castlereagh+from Barry, and Swift, and Goldsmith, 
and 1\1oore. 

• 

Turning from these matters, so general and interesting, our author 
enters lIpon the Hi tory of France proper. The most notable charac
ter in the early periods of French history has never had a full and 
accurate ~iographer, and we I'egret that the poverty of materials pre
vents Michelet from supplying the detlciency. It may nnt he impropel' 
to consider the changes which preceded the labms of this remarkable 
man. Rome and Persia hacl alreaJy prepared the Armenian muulItains 
and the valleys of Mesopotamia for the flood of fan aticitim that was then 
overflowing the world. Greece had seen her third province tOrtl from 
her j and the dissensions of Spain and tile western territories were 
preparing for the reception of the same .. implicit faith and ferocious 
energy." The battle of Te:;try completed the dissolution of the Franco
Roman monarchy. Aquitaine and Burgundy were thrown into the em
brace of a foreign power, by the continued struggles between the petty 
nobles of Australia and Neut>tria. Their union undel' Theodorick was 
prevented by Pepin of IIerstal j but bis death seemed to increase' the 
difficulties with which the country was surroullded. The infant king 
could do nothing after the death of his mighty nobleman j antl Plea
trude, the infant's grandmother, was una hie to stay the tide of <lestl'uc
tion which the Fri~()lls, Nellstrians, and Saxons, bore over her German 
possessions. At this most critical perind the prison doors were opelled, 
and the accursed bastanl of Pepin Herstal, the ofi;'prillg of illicit com
merce, sullied with the blood of a martyr, stepped upon the revolution

• 
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ary stage. Not like Napoleon, "a f'tranger by birth, and a scholar by 
charity;" but an accursed scion, odiuus to the Church-dellied and 
despideJ by his father-rcceiviug hid ealliest Ie 'sons, and de\ eloping 
his worst pas!>ions in a prison. Daylight dawned upon this SOil of 
glonm and darkrress; and the shouts of a nation welcomed the de><pised 
and neglected bastard, whom the Church persecuted. \Vonderful 
changes! but he was destined to work out still greater chane'es by 
his own right arm. Throwing himself betwt'en Hilpe-rik and Flisons, 
with a daring significant of his future success, he met his fir!>t and last -r
defeat. Driven flom the field. but not conquerecl, he made up the 
losses he bad suffered by the experience he had gained. and turued 
his defeat to advantage, by retiring befure the enemy until an oppor
tunity offered fOl' a night-attack, which would enaule him to leaye lhe 
for'est of Ardennes the unconquerable hero of Amblef. Victorious 
over Hilpe-rik alld FrisollR, he turned to the forgotten tion of Dagobert 
III., in the Abbey of Chelles, for a king, to place on a throne wlrich he 
balanced on the point of bis own sword. A king only in name; Mar
tel was king in fact. The elements of discord were soon reduced to 
comparative rest. The Saxons were driven beyond the W e~er-the 
Germans acros'l the Danube-the Duke of Aquitaine, who haa excited 
the province of Bavaria to revolt, was vanqui"hed. and his army ruuted. 
But this was easy work compared with that which awaited him. He 
had scarcely expelled the invaders of the North, when he saw the 
flaming folds of a new banner. unfolded with a wilder and more war
like dissonance, on the summit of tbe Pyrenees. A modern Lucrelia 
had been violated hy King Roderick, and the Saracens were invited by 
her father, Julian, to revenge the injury. Terrible instruments for 
such an office; less anxious to revenge offences of that character than 
they were to exterminate the enemies of the Koran. Victorious apos
tles of a bloody creed, who had borne their triumphant staudard from 
the Tigris to the Oxus-over the Sassarian dynasty and the provillce 
of Syria-along the coast of AFrica. and on the banks of the Nile. 
Roderick was defeated, losing his kingdom and his life in his first and 
only battle. This opened the way for the Saracend, who were encou
raged by success to pass the confines ofSpain. At this period tbe mili
tary character of Martel commands our admiration. however reluctant 
it may be yielded. All hili former expeditions were comparatively 
insignificant. An army wa~ before him-flutihed with victory-goaded 
on by fallaticism-as certain of success as they were strong in the • 
faith of their bloody creed. The issue was one of vast i rnportance. 

The interests of the world depended on the result; and who can tell 

llow a different one would have effected its post, its present, and its 

future history. It is tbus we see' his man oflow birth-disinherited by 

his father-cursed by the Church, wbo~e property he aftt'rwards con

fiscated, conducting a battle as important as that of Maratbon, 

Chalolls, Leipsic, and Waterloo. This great battle was rought near 

Poitiers, where, a'l the excited imaginati"ns of the historians report, 

three hundred thousand Saracens were left dead on the field. A&ton

ishing man-of iron framEl, undaunted courage, and iuflpxible will ! 

all tby victories are to be eclip~ed-all thy grf'atue~s o\'er shadowed 

by a migbtier arm, and more comprehensive mind. Charlema~ne. tby 

grandson, is destined to despise thy conquest:> and mock lhy greatness. 
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"Republic of Rome," and the first 
as they 

make a complete history of that periud. In the secund volume the 
History of France is brought down to the death of Louis XL, in the 
year 1483. But wo must leave this interesting work, to nutiee ·others 
of equal interest, but of less importance. 

"The People" is his own life, his own experience and obsen-ation j 
and may be read after his histories, as the concluding chapter, devoted 
to philosophical reflections and practical suggestions. It is the over
flowing of a mind enriched by three thousand.years of history, mingled 
with the effusions of a noble and generous heart, which has heen 
quickened by trials and afIlictions, and purified by friendship and love. 
We. cannot read such passages as the following, without feel inO' a most 
lively sympathy for the poor and oppressed of the old world. The 
author is describing the country, and the situation uf the people, in the 
district of Ardeche : 

" Lool( at those parched rocks, those arid summits of the South; where, J 
ask you, would the land be without rhe man 1 Tho proprietor is then the 
property; which is the work of his untiring arm, which all dny long hammers 
the flint to dnst, and mingles a little soil with it. The land exists in tha strong 
back of the vine-iIt'esser, ever pU$hing up from the bottom of the Ilill his little 
plot, which is ever crumbling down. The land exists ill the docility and 
patient ardor of the wife and child, who yoke themselves with their ass to the 
plough, a painful sigbt, which nature hers(J1f compas
sionates. From rock to rock llfln!l's the small vine_ 'fbe chestnut. sobel' and 
hardy plant, striking root into the flint. seems to live on ail', ·and, like its mastel·, 
to thrive on fusting. Yes, IUnn makes the land! a truth applicable even to the 
pOfJrest eoqntries. Nevel' must we forget this. if we would comprehend how 
much, how passionately, he loves her. Let us rAmember that for whole ages, 
generation afcer generation bas expended upon her tbe sweat of the living, the 
bones of the dead. their savings, their nourishment . 'fhis lanel. on 
which man bas so long expended man's better part-his sap and substance, his 
energy, his virtue-he feels to be a human land. and he loves ber as if she 
were a living being. IIe luves her. To acquire her he COllsents to everything, 
even to seeing her no more; he emigrates; goes to a distance, ifit must be, sup
pOI ted hy his tbought and recollection. \Vhat, think you, is that Savoyard 
errand-boy, wbo is sitting on your door-step, thinking of? Of the little field of rye ; 
of tbe right of scanty pasture, which, on his return, he will buy on his mountain. 
It will take ten years! No matter! •.. The Alsatian will sell his life. and go to 
die in Africa, in order to have land in seven years' time. For 11 few feet of vine
yard, the Burgundian woman takes her bosom from bel' own child's mouth. and .. puts a stranger's infant to it, weaning her own before its time. 'Thou may'st 
live, ~nay'st die,' says the father; , but if thou livest, my son. tbou wilt have land !' 
Is not this a hard, almost an impious tbing to say 1 _ . Think well before you 
so pronounce it. 'Thou wilt have land;' that means, 'Thou wilt not be a hire
ling-taken to-day, dischnl-ged to-morrow; thou wilt not have to slave for thy 
daily bread, bnt thou wilt be free!' Free! great word, in which is comprised aU 
humau dignity: no virtue without liberty." 

It was thus that the French peasant struggled up to their prosperity 
under Louis XII. j thlls that they survived ~he policy of Mazarin and 
Emcri; and obtained a prouder position after the storm had swept 
over their country :

" A filmilv that l'ises from a state of servitude to that of proprietorship leaml 
self-re.pect:....is elevated in its own esteem. An entire chong.. takes place; it 
reaps from its plot of ground a harvest of virtues. Are the solHit'ty uf the 
father, the economy of the mother, the devoted labor of the 60D, the chastity • 
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Our author's history of the 
vob me of the Hi~tory of France, should be read toCTether, 
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of the daughter-are all the~e fl'uits of liberty, I ask you, maternal gods 7 .A:re 
they treasures that we too deady paid for 1" 

This work is replete with judicious refiectiolJS, and generouR and 
noble · senlim"lnIS, and should be in the hands of every reader in our 
country. In the painful lessons of poverty and trial, of sacrifice and 
sqffering which it contains, we may learn to appreciate our own indi
vidual and social privileges better, and to acknowledge our obligations 
more promptly. 

The author's Life of Luther is composed of papers and letters, 
written by Luther himself; and is, therefore, more interesting than 
biographies usually are. The character of Luther-the great change 
which was effected by him and his associates, and the important ser
vices they rend-ered to mankind, mahe this work one of' peculiar inter
est; but the manner in which the material~ have been selected, array
ed and presented, contribute greatly to the work. This volume was 
necessary to perfect the historical chain which Michelet had commenced. 
The history of moral aoel intellectual improvements-of liberty-can
not be written without giving a part.ial biography of such men as Luther. 
But more than this; beyond the public acts of the man, or partizan, 
in the private and sacred recesses of life, there is much to instruct and 
be:1efit. In the struggles, doubts, temptations, consolations and tri
umphs of home, the man with his prejudices, passions, hopes, and 
afftlctir)TIS, may be studied, with as much, perhaps more benefit than 
when he is i.n the public and more stining scenes of life. It is thus 
that the character of Luther should be contemplated. Not only in his 
stronghold at Wurtzbur~, or at Worms, braving the emperor and the em
pire, but at homo, surrounded by his frienos and children, 'sustaining 
them with his own unshaken firmness-captivating them with the 
loveliness of his new faith-inspiring them with loftior and holier emo
tions, and cheering them with the music of a grateful piety. The public 
tian may attract our ' ahelltion by some noble daring-may win our 
confidence and affection by his patriotic vil,tiles and self-sacrificing 
spirit, but he is not wholly himself; the passions anu ollergies of 
others, mingli.ng with his own, destroy his individuality. It is at 
home ooly that we tlee the man individually: there, in the every-day 
occurrences of life, subject to all the silent hut potent influences of 
nature-tbe growth all(l decay of vegetation-the heauty and frrrgrance 
of flowers-the joys and sorrows, the smilp.s alit! tears of friends-Ihe 
birth and deatb uf children; it is there,.and there only, that the pulsa
tions of the heart can be correctly measured. In this position, as _,veil 
as in his public career, Michelet's historyenahles us to study -Luther. 
But we are compelled to leave the work for the present. 

We have not over-estimated the character of these histo1'iel'\; hut 
fear we have not beeu able to do them justice. They are most valua
ble contributions to the literature of the world; and are indispen~able 
materials in the construction of that mighty historical edifice which is 
rising so rapidly under tlie literary e-nergy of the preRent age. That 
the author has achieved an honorahle place among the most l'e-liable 
historians and most accompli~hed writer;;. cannnt be duu],ted. 

These wOlks have been published by Met;srs. Apple-tnn & Co., in a 
neat style. and are well entitled to a place in their most excellent 

• bistoricallibrary. 
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RAP nA E L.4 

WHEN it was first announcell that Lamartine proposed to puhlish a 
work unller the title of .. Memoirs of my Youth," we felt a thrill of 
pleasure at the ~are possiuility of contemplating the workinbs of that 
wonllerful mind in its youthful hours, before its warm, powerful ima
gination had been brought in violent contact with the cold heartless
ness of an unchantable worlll. We anticipated with delight the pros
pect, the emotio'ns we should experience, in viewing the developmenta 
of his earliel' days-in contemplating the" yearning ~pirit of the years 
to cnme," as it manifested itself in the trivial actions, the thoughts and 
feelings of his boyish manhood. There is something in the early his
tory of the great, particularly when detailell by themselves-charms 
which never fail to please-a certain indefinable something, wl1ich 
carries the heart and feelings of the reader along with it. 

K !lowing, as we did, his powerful imagination, rich in its poetic fer
vor, glowing with its love for the beautiful in nature; and, what is 
still higher, yet warm and enthusiastic in his admiration of the beauties 
of liuNty, we were anticipating for. ourselves an intellectual repast of 
no orllinary quality. 'Ve were not bliTid to his faults. We knew him 
to be vain; we knew him to be very prodigal, anil, at the Barno time, 
al most avaricious in the thirst for earthly riches. \Ve knew him, too, as 
L.J.martine the statesman. 'When, in that hurricane of popular commo
tion and excitement, which in February swept over France, scattering 
ruinell and hroken the fragments of a profligate and licentious royalty; 
when, in that grand spectacle of an outraged and down-trodden people, 
ari~ing in their giant strength to c:lnim their rights, the returned spirits of 
the old betrayers of libe , inhabiting earthly tabernacles, sought again 
to raise themselves on the waves of a. tempestuous and giddY"popularity, 
by shouting fot· the guillotine and" drapeau rouge,"-then rose Lamar
tine, like the Rpirit of the storm-king riding triumpllantly on tlle tem
pestuous deep, bidllillg the winds and waves of popular tumult to hush, 
and cease their murmuring ;-then, by his impassioned eloquence, bis 
simple arguments, did he breaRt and stay that onward march of deatb. 
It required no ordinary courage, no common bravery, to stand between 
that infuriated blood-seeking and blood-thirsty faction, 31)(1 their intend. 
ed victims, in tbat terrihle day. But with the day and with the hour 
came also the man-and that man was Lamartine. Contemplating 
tMs, and remembering also, that, when a blood·thirsty clique 
gaillee] the ascendancy, Lamartine gave up place and power, to 
enable Cavaignac to interpose the I3trong arm of force, .mil, even at 
the poi nt of the bayonet, save France from becoming the pI ey of an 
infuriatell faction, we must respect Lamartille as the patriot. Though 
obloquy and scorn be now his portion, history, with its pen of truth, 
may confer that Dame of justice which bis countrymeTl, if not the world, 

• Raphael: or, Pages of the Book of Life at Twenty. By Alphonso De Lamartine. 
Harper Bruthers. 



13~ Raphael. [August, 
. , 

may deny him. Viewing Lamartine as the historian and the poet, we may 
honor and respect him as a man, and a mall of genius. \Ve see him 
in his History of Lhe GirorHlists meteing out cemure to \-ice nnd wicked
ness, even in the bighest places. We see him ill the f."lce of a restmed 
monarchy, portraying in glowing colors the virtues of the repuhlicans, 
the correctness of their professed principles, and at the same lime 
visiting, with but'uing, scathing denunciations, the men and the moth-es 
of those who participated in creating and continuing that sanguinary 
deluge, which at that time caused Paris to be watered by tbe blood of 

1her citizens. lIe clothed the hi::itory of those men and tho~9 times 
with such a poetic fenor of expression, that one cannot read the book 
without feeling oneself standing in the midst of those stirring scenes 
of which he is reaLling. 'Ve know there are some, many, perbapi':, 
who object to anything more than a mere matter of fact in a history j but 
we are among another class, who have no objections to the decorations 
in which it is clothed, so that the facts be gennine. \Ve cannot per
ceive whereby any virtue lleparts from a Damascus blade, because it is 
polished, and plact·cl wit bin a golden scabbard. 

\Ve see him as tbe poet, pouring out to the world from the shrine of 
his own heart, in gushing b"J3uty, the creations of his own fervent ima
gination-some with an air of mingled melancholy anLl sweetness, and 
others with tbe deep, passionate strains of ~l\'e-all alike beautiful-for 
tbeir beauty of expretision, depth of feeling, and originality of ideas. 
Looking at Lamartine with these feelings-viewing him in the triple 
character of patriot, poet, and philnsnpher, and allrniriug him in each, 
wbat wonder is it, that from one so ~ifled milch should be expected 1 

With this much of introLluction we come to the work itself, and what 
do we find 1-The story part of the book has, as usual, a bero and 
hemine. The hero passeR under the name of Raphael, bt'cause "he 
much resembled a youthful portrait of Raphael, which may be seen in 
the Darberini Gallery, at Rome." He is about twenty years of age 
when the book opens, at which age he ha become misanthropic
duodecimo .Byronic. lIe rolls over his coil 1', gazes at the stars with 
an abstracted look, and finally" bides his light beneath a bushel," by 
burying himself, genius and all, in the town of Aix, in Savoy-all 
because the world, at his advent into it, did not b()w down itself in 
profound adoration to his genius. At Aix " he finds a young stranger, 
a lady, who had remained at the baths, in a weak and languid state of 
healtb. which it was feared would degenerate into consumption." 
Their windows being opposite, and both being star-gazers, they soon 
commence a regular sy~tem of billing and cooing, which in a few days 
ripens into an accidental meeting, at which time he" bows respectfully, 
and with a deferential ai ..." Again and again he meets her, and every 
time she passes before his eyes, the deeper and stronger grows his love. 
He ascertains that she is married to an " old man who had adopted her, 
to bequeath to her his name and fortune." In one of the latter days 
of October, they both, while sailing upon the lake in different boats, 
are wertaken by a storm j and, as a matter of course, she is shipwrecked, 
and almost drowned, when Ollr bero rushes up just in time to sa\'e her 
life. Sh~ is senseless fIJI' a long time, but finally, by hig assillu()us 
attentions, is restoreLl to sUllden consciousness, and hoth find them elves 
i rretrievably entangled in the meshes of love. A burning, ardent, un
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."' 
quenchable pa sion has taken po~~ession of them; not, however, an 
earthly, sellsual passion-liu' from it; it is spiritual entirely; ]lurel) a 
Platollic lo\'e, though generated by a similar concatenation of cal as
trophies. which usually stand as sponsors for earthly. firbt-sight loves, 
with the most approved novel-writers. During one of their Platonic 
communings she relates to him her previous bistory. 

She proved to be a beaut iful Creole, "born in the same land as Vir
ginill," by the name of Julia D '"' .. ".. Her family was broken up, 
owing to an insurrection on the island, (Mauritius, an isle in the eouth 
of Ft ance.) in leaving which they were sbipwrecked, and thrown all the 
coast of France. SOlin after she was left an orpban, and placed in one 
of tbe government schools, wllere she was educated. An old man of 
great celebrity visited the school occasionally in the name of the Em
peror; he noticed her-was struck with her beau'.J and talents, and 
prevai Is upon her to consent" to accept, in the eyes of tbe world, and 
for the world only, the name, the band, and the affection of an old 
man, who would be a father under the name of a husband; and who, 
as such, would merely seek the right of receiving her into his bouse, 
and loving bel' as his child." Their relations as man and wife to be 
purely and solely Platonic-his a father's, her's a daughter's love. This , 	 hoary.headed husband anti his venerable associates showered down 
upon her their own bleak and wintry snows, which caused her youth
ful joyousness to pine away into melancholy. Her healtb rapidly 
declines, until sbe becomes a confirmed im'alid, bastening grave wards. 
The medical skill, and all the remedies Paris could afford, having been 
ineffectually tried and exhausted, as a last resource she is sent to try 
the healing virtues of the springs at Aix. After finishing this detail of 
her life. Raphael tells her his previous history; and both, deeply in love 
though they be, vehemently exclaimed-Brotber! Sister! 

• 

This love becomes their life, their thoughts, their words, their 
artionR, and these constitute the theme of the book. Their 
thoughts, their communings, their sleepless nights, are all detailed 
with impassioned eloquence. Their lives and loves become 80 in
tortwined with each <lther, that at the prospect of separation tbey 
resol\'e to die together. For this purpose they go out in a boat on 
the water, resolving to slide beneath the wave in one embrace. They 
tied tbemselves together in a winding-sheet of fisbermen's ropes, 
which are in the b<,at; they say tbeir last earthly prayers; when, 
in his own words, "at the very instant I was taking tbe spring 
which would forever have buried us in the waves," they tbink better 
of it, and conclude to live. They return to the hotel, where sbe 
receives from the post a summons to Paris, to join her fatherly husband. 
The usual heart-rending separation, which ensues between lovers whom 
the fates sunder, takes place before she starts. He resolves to watch 
over her on her jouruey, and, being very poor. pawns his jewels, procures 
a ca leche, and follows the carriage, as an invisible guardian ofits inmate, 
to Paris. He watcbes over her until he saw her alight at her own 
residence, and then consoled himself by walking up and down in front 
of the house where she resided all night. The next day he returned 
home, and administered balm to his stricken beart, by sending hf'r a 
daily jOllrnal of his tboughts and feelings-what the new-light philoso
phers wOllld call a transcript of his inner life, which she duly recipro
cated. They continue this correspondence for some two months, 
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when longer absence from her being insupportable, he prevails upon 
his motherto yielJ up a diamond ring, an heil'-190m, which he sold, and 
with 1he pwceeds returneu to Paris. The first rapt urous meeting of 
the lovers bein~ over, he is presented to the posl:lessor of his SOUl'8 

idol, who enters somewhat into his feelings, and is received as a son. 
He is with her almost constantly, for several months, in the enjoyment 
of theh' Platonic love and sweet communion of souls. In the mid~t of 
all this enjoyment she gradually but rapidly fails, and at length dies, 
leaving our hew in utter desolation. He is found the morn in'S afler 
her death wandering amon~ precipices in the mists of the Rhine. and 
is carried to his father's bouse, there to mourn silently, his communings 
following her to tbe spirit-world. 

\Ve are free to confess We were disappointed-very much disap
pointed-in perusing this book. We bad expected more than we ob 
tained. Not that there are not beauties in the book, for there are 
many, particularly if it is viewed in its true character, i. e., as a prose 
poem j but even the veriest dribbler, the feeblest, shallowest poetaster 
who ever tagged one line to another, is not secure against the possi
bility of uttering some graceful thoughts, some beautiful ideas. From 
Lamartine we had expected" a string of pearls bound by a silken cord;" 
not here and there a pearl, its chaste beauty almost obscured by the 
sicken in'S tt'eacle with which it is surrounued. The hero has not the 
firsj; quality of a man about him, much less tbose of a hero. lIe neither 
hopes, nor strug ~ les, nor grapples with life. lIe takes the last jewel 
from an impoverished mother to obtain wherewith to feed his love. He 
displays no heroism of any kind, but keeps up one prtllonged whine of 
maudlin sentimentalism. Our heroine is not much better. Take 
them together, and they make a complete Rousseau and Madame De 
Warens, and water. Those who have yet to Jearn that the boarding
Bchool sentimentality of Misses in pantaletts, who worship at the shrine 
of the boy-god, is not the sum and 8ubl';tance of human existence, will 
gloat and revel over the pa~es of this book. To another class-those 
who sta:Jd in relations similar to those of onr hero and heroine-those 
in love, who see no happiness in the present, 110 joyous anticipations in 
the future that are lIot to be derived from each other-those who let the 
sea of passion, in which their own souls are fioating-, swallow up the 
world of reality in which they are placed, to act aud to do-such as 
these will weep allll exult over its pages of passion, clinging the closer 
to their own delusion, which , they here see typified; but for livin~, 
acting, sensible men or women, the only attl'lction of the book will 
be found in a small compass, comprised in some of the episodes, and 
some beautiful-surpassingly beautiful-descriptions of scenery. It 
may be said tbat we are not competent judges, and therefore ought not 
to judge, by English or American rules, a work calcula!ed for the 
French market, unless we can trausform our feeling-s into those of 
a Frenchman's. Different nations have their different standards of 
beauty, and why not different stanuards of literature 1 The Assyrian 
Venu~, Hera, acc:ordin~ to Lnyard, was round-shouldereil. 

In Africa, ~hick lips, woolly hair, ebony complexion, elongated 
heels, and oiloriferous natural perfume, and variolls others, to us un, 
pleasant qualities, are positively requisite to fill the measure for their 
IItandard of beauty. The argument, goud in itself~ operates only in 
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• 	 relation to the ideal; it has no force when applied to the real. The 
hUtoRn passions, and love particularly, neither owe nor yield allegiance 
to the conventionalities of life, to be formed or smothered at pleasure. 
We al'e 110 cynic; we are no skeptic; we bel ieve in love paternal 
and love fraternal; we believe, too, in a pure, devoted, ardellt love, 
which will brave dangers and withstand trials; a love which purifies 
and refines; a love which displays itself in acts, not words alolle; and 
which yields a pure, burning, acceptable incense to the tbrone of in
fillite love. Such love must be founded on the basis of re pect, and 
nourished by the knowledge of virtues. It is this dish-water sentimEn
tality, this trashy, dribbling effervescence, which flows from the mor
bid brains of love-sick novel beroes-this 

" Lip to lip and eye to eye, 
Hand in hand we live, we die, 
No more thou and no more I, 
We, aDd only 1ce-" 

tbis dream, through fancied reality of1ove-sick swains, which is nou
rished and fed by much of what is called the light literature of the day, 
but which diseases and degrades the imagination, and is a living libel 
on the holy passion, the name of which it purloins This it is which 

• 	 we would protest against, and which we believe Lamartine's Raphael 
ministers to. The lesson which Lamartine would have us draw is, per
haps, the reverse; the lesson which is the easiest to draw, and which 
will be drawn, is tbe one which we deprecate. We would lend a 
helping, tbough feeble hand, and bid God speed to those who would 
throw the foulest odium on such miserable, rickety starvelings of litera
ture, which tend directiy to mini::.ter to this prurient passion, which 
Borne call love. The most titing powers of sarcasm and ridicule could 
not be better employed, than to a~sist to drive away these literary 
Egyptian locusts who swarm throughout the country, leaving their 
effects upon every green thing. We Gannot commend the moral ten
dency of the book; on the contrary, we most decidedly reprobate it. 
It is bad, very bad j-its hero a Christian-it heroine a worshipper at 
the shrine of Voltaire, and imbued with the principles of kindred phi
losophers. The characters in the book are pure, we grant; but the 
influence of their teachings and example would overthrow vil,tue and 
religion, sap the foundations of well-organized socir.ty, and ring 
the funeral knell of all we love and cherish in our domestic relations•• 	 We deprecate its influence far more than such worltS as Rousseau's and 
Mad, Sands'; with them the bane and the antidote, to a certain extent, 
go together. Immorality and licentiousness may be the teachings and 
tendencies of their books; but with them tbe characters in the books 
themselves are licentious and immoral. We see the effect of the prin
ciples advanced developed in the characters personified. On the 
breakers tbey place the shipwrecked vessel, to serve as a perpetual 
light-house, and we have no fear of others being wrecked thereon. 
With Raphael it is different. From characters, pure almost as seraphs 
round the throne of heaven, emanate these pernicious principles. Hu. 
man passions are tried beyond the power of humanity to withstand, 
and yet they cume unscathed from the fiery ordeal. The breakers are 
placed with the ship as having in safety ridden over them-breakers 
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such as no human barque ever has or ever can ride over in safety. Hav
ing expres~ed thus briefly our views of the work in quetition, we will 
now proceed to give a few extracts from the hook itselt: 

One of the most heautiful of the episodes, and which we give as a 
sample of several in the book, is found in page twenty-nine of lIarper's 
edition :

" There WAS DOW more sunshine, music, and perfume-more holy psalmody 
of the winds lind waters. of bird" and sonorous echoes of the lukes And forests, 
beneath the crlllllblinl!: pillArs, uisulflOtled nave, allll shattered roof of tbe empty 
Abbey, than there h:,d been holy tApers, fumes of incense, and monotonous 
challts, in the ceremonies nnd processioos that filled it night aud day. Nature 
is the high priest, the uoblest decorator, the holiest POI't, Ilnd most inQpired 
musician uf God. 'rhe young swallows ill their lIest b['.)ow the broken cornice, 
greeting their mothl'lr with their cheerful chirping; the sighing uf lhe breeze, 
which soems to benI' to the unpeopled cluisters the souud of Ilnpping snils; the 
lament of tho waves, lind the dying notes of the fishertwlD'lJ soug; the b,t1my 
emanatioos which now alld theu are wafted through the nave; the flowers 
which shed their lenves UpOll the tombs; the waving of the greeu drapery 
which clothes the Willis; the sonorous and reverberated echoes of the stranger 
8tep~ upon the vaults where sleep the dead, are all as full of piety, holy thoughts, 
and unuounded aspirntions, as was tbe monastery in its days of sacred splendor. 
Mnn is UI) longer there, with all his miserable passions cuntracted by the nar
row pale in whch they were confined, but nnt extinguished; hut Gu.\ is there, 
liP-vel' so plainly seen as in tile works of nature; God, whose unshadowed 
splendor dee illS to !'e·enter once more these intellectual g'l'Rves, whose I'llulted 
roofs no longer intercept the glorious sunshine and the light of heaven." 

The following description ofRapbael in the Prologue, on page 6, is 
uncommonly delicately, nay, exquisitely drawn:

" Everyone knows the youthful portrait of Raphael to which I hllve alluded. 
It represents a youth of sixteen, whose faee is somewhat paled by the rays of 
a Roman sun, but 011 whose cheek still blooms the soft down of childhood. 
A glaucing ray of li;!ht seems to play Oll the velvet of the pheek . He leans his 
elbow on a table; the arm is bent upward to support the head, which re_ts on 
the palm of the hand, and the admirably modeled fingers are lightly imprinted 
011 the cheek and chin; the delicate mouth is thoughtful und melancholy; the 
Dose is slender at its rise, und slightly tinged with blue, us though the azure 
veins shone through the fair transparency of the skin j the eyes are of thllt dark, 
heavenly hup., whIch the Appeuine wears at the approach of dawn; they gllze 
earnestly forward, but m'e BIi~htly raised to heaven, as though they ever looked 
hi~her than uature; a liquid lustre illuminates their inmost depths, like mys 
diBsolved in dew or te!lrs. On the scarcely aI'ched brow, bl'lneath the dehcut!! 
sliin, we trncl) the muscles, those responsive chords of the instrument of 
thought; the temples seem to throb with rllflectioll; the ear appears to listen j 

the dark bail', un "kilfully cut by a sister, or some young companion of the 
studio. casts a sha,]ow upon the hand and cheek, and Il small cap of black vel
vet, pla<!ed on the crOWD of the head, shades the brow. One CRllnllt pass be
fore this portrait without musing sadly, one knows not why. It repre~ents the 
reverie of youthful genius pausing on the threshold of its destiny. What will 
be the fate of that soul standing at the portal of life 1" 

His peculiar sensations wbe.n be first finds himself in love is a rhap
sody of uncommon beauty-page 32;

.. This conviction gave to my love all the security of immutability, the 
calm of certainty, the overflowing extacy of joy, that would never be im
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• paire<1. I took no note of time, ImolVin!( that I bad hefore mo hours without 
end. Hud that each in ~ucce~,ion would give me back hl'r inward !'rescm:e. 
mh:ht be separated from her dulOing fl century, without redu(,ing hy ono day the 
eternity of my love. 1 wellt, And Cllmfl; sat dowll, and got U!) again. I mn, 
then stoppfld, and w;liked on without feelillg the ground belleath Illy feet, like 
tho.e l'iJUlitOlllS which glide UpOIl earth, upheld by,their impalpahle etherial 
nnture, I exteude(1 my "rllls to grasp the nil', tbe light, the lake; I would have 
clasped all NntUl'e in one vast ellibrace, in thankfulness that ~he had lof'cume 
incnrnate, fIJI' me, ill II being that llllited "II her charms and splendor, power, and 
delight. I knelt 011 the ston('s nlHl bri"l's of the ruins witllout feeling them, nnd 
on the brink of precipic"'H withollt perceiving thelll! I uttereel inarticulate 
words, which were lost in the :;ollnd of the noisy waters of tl'A lake. 1 ",trove to 
pierce the Vllults of ht'llven, a[)(1 to cnrry Illy song of grAtitudo nnu myextncy 
of joy, into the very pre~enc!' of God! I was no longer n 11111n-1 "'liS a li"ing 
bylllll of praist'. prayer, adorntion, worship, of over(\owing, speechles~ thank
fulness, I felt !In intoxication of the heart, a marlncss of the soul; Illy body 
bad I,»t the consciousne,.;s of its matf'l'iulity, and I no longel' believed in time, 
or spRee, 01' deatb. The n"", lire of love which bad gushed forth in Illy heart, 
guv6 me the cousciousness, the anticipated enjoymeut of the fullness of immor
tality." 

Almost the only discussion which they have apart from the, to them, 
all-absorbing theme of love, is in prayer, in which she, having been 
brought up in the society of philosophers and free-thinkers, argues• thus-page f)6 :

" I Oh!' she answered, hastily, 'do not interpret as folly the wisdom of those 
men who have uplifted for me the veil of philosophy, lind have caused the 
brond day of reason lind of science to shine before my eyes, instead of the pale 
and glimmt>ring lamp with which superstition lights the voluntary darkuess that 
she wilfully casts around her cbil(lish divinity. It is iu the God l f youI' m"ther 
,and my nurse that I no longer believe, and not the God ofNatnre aOlI of Science. 
I believe in a Being who is the Principle and Cnuse, spring Rnd end of all other 
beings; or ratbel" who is himself the eternity, form and law of all those 
beings, visible 01' invisible, intelligent or unintelligent, animate or inanimate, 
quick 01' dead, of which is composed ~he only real name of this Being of beings, 
the Infinite! But the idea of the incommensurable greatness, the sovereign 
ftll:tlity, the inflexible and IIbsolute neces3ity of aJJ the acts of this Being. whom 
you cull Got! and we tel'm Law, excludes fl'om our thoughts nil precise i'ltelligi
bility, exact denomination, reasonable imagining, personal manifestlltion, revela
tion, or iucarnation. and the idea of a:JY possible relation between that Being and 
ourselves, even of homage and of prayer. Wherefore should the Consequence 
pray to the Cause 1'" .. For the benefit of the uninitiated we transcrihe the following, to ill us
trllte the manner in which Platonic lovers act aud pass the time while 
enjoying olle another's society-page 111:

.. Sometimrs there would be interrogations and answers, as to onr most fugi
tive shades of thought nlld nature; dialogues in almost unheard whispcl's; artlcu
lnte sigbs, rather than audible words; blushing confessions of OUI' most secret 
inwfll·d l'epinings; joyful exelamlltions of surprise, nt discovering ill us hoth the 
same impressions reflected from one another, as light in re\'el'ul'rntion, the blow 
in the counterblow, the form 10 the imnge. We would exclaim, rising by a 
simultnneous impulse-we are not two! we are one single being under two 
illusive natures-which will sny you unto the other 1 wbich will sny I? 'rhere 
is not I-thf're is not you-but we . .... 'Ve would then sink down, over
come with admiration nt this wonderful conformity, weepin~ with deli!J:ht at 
thi~ two-fold existence, and as having doubled our lives by consecrating them to 
each other." 
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I 0 II N n I.L L, It I i It S N I X 0 N CUR RY; 

OR, THE: VICTIM OF CIRCUMSTANCES. 

It. TRUE SKETCH OF LIFE IN ARKANSAS • 

.. Among the truest friends of the people, of aU in the p;esent Convention, may be 
named John Hill, of S,. Francis. His energy, eloquence, aud courage, fully eutitle 
bim tll Ihe proud place he bolds, and, as we trust, will long ret~in-that o£leader of the 
Arkansas Dt!mocracy."-Liltle Rock Gazette, in the days of the Conventian. • 

Bloody AU'l'ay.-" A desperate l'encontre occurred lust week in St. Francis. Two 
distinguished cidzens were killed. and tbree olbers dangerously wounded. The diffi
cnlty resulted from an attempt to an-est Johu Hill, a member of the last legislature. and 
formerly of tbe State COllvention. who, as it is alleged, i~ the notol'iol1s robber, Nixon 
Cnrry, tbut committed such atrocities fifteen years ago ill the "lountains of Caroliua."
Little Rock Gazette of May, 1840. 

WE have given the previous extracts from the oldest and most respect
able journal of Arkansas, in order to satisfy every reader, that the fol
lowing narrative, extraordinary as some of its incidents may appear, is 
no tissue of fiction. Indeed, while relating genuine events, and painting 
true scenes, we have been especially careful to avoid all vivid colors. 
Should this short sketch, by any chance, reach the foreets of Askansas, 
the people there will deem its descriptions tame in comparison with the 
deeds of the man. The writer, who bas resided long on the frontier, has' 
no lise for fancy in portraying its exciting life. Simple memory will 
serve him very well. 

About fifty years ago there lived in Iredell county, North Carolina, a 
Presbyterian preacher, by the name of Curry. He was a man in easy 
circumstances, of irreproachable character. and having a large family of 
promising sons and daughters. Among these, the favorite was NIxon, 
distinguished when a boy for his fearless courage and the tenderness of 
hIS heart alike. He seems, from several anecdotes of his early days, to 
have been a child of impulse and intense earnestness and passion. 
When only six years of age, he had a combat at school with a bully of 
the play-ground, nearly twice his own weight, and after suffering dread
fully, at last aghieved victory, due almost entirely to the sheer power of 
his endurance. 

From the time he was six years old, that is to say, from the first ses
sion he attended in the country school-house, had Nixon Curry been in 
love. His idol was a little girl of the same age, and under the tuition of 
the same master. The attachment appears to have been mutual from the 
commencement. They stood up in one class, and always managed to 
stand together. During the hOllrs of recess, when the other jUl>cniles 
were amusing themselves with boisterous sports, the precocious lovers 
would wander amidst leafy groves, or by the mossy margins of silver 
rills. For ever, to eternity, and whenever, the soft spell offirst love 
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• comes, it brings with it the bright spirit of poetry, scattering thick
starred dreams and dn-ine visions of beauty over all thiu!!s. E\·en then 
they exchanged pledges, and di8coursed in sweet sinless w·hi~pers of their 
future bridal. 

And thus they grew up into one delicious identity of fancy and of 
feeling. Their bias for each other's society, while children, caused 110 par
ticular remark. Snch attachments are common between the youth of op
posite sexes in the country, and, as usual, terminate abruptly, 011 arrival 
at mature years. Far different, however, was the case With Nixon Curry.. 	 and Lucy Gordon. Their passion become so evident at fifteen, that all 
further intercourse was forbidden by her parents-among thfl wealthiest 
aristocracy of Carolina. Then followed stolen meetings by star-light, 
firlller vows and wilder love, which always increases in propnrtion to i[s 
crossea, and, like the tree of Lebanon, sends dOlVn its deepest roots into 
the heart, the more it is shaken by storms. 

Finally, at seventeen, when Lucy's relatives were endeavoring to force 
her into the arms of anothpr, she fled with the lover of her childhood. 
They were pursued-overtaken i and Nixon Curry shot his rival and 
one of the proud Gordons dead on the spot, and then escaped with his 
bride, although hotly chased by more men, and fuund an asylum in the 
Alleghany Mountains, near the sources of the Catawba. Here, under the

• 	 ple.t of necessity, he embrar,ed the profession of a robber, and rendered 
his name famolls by the number and astonishing boldness of his exploits. 
,\Ve may record it, not as a matter of merit, perhaps, but for the sake of 
hi torical truth-that the youthful banc!it never was known to perpetrate 
any deed of murder for the purpose of plunder, though he did several to 
avoid arrest. At lellgth the rumor of his daring felonies ceased suddenly, 
and, notwithstanding a reward of five thousand dollars was olfered for 
his apprehension by the governor of the state, he was heard of no more in 
North Carolina_ 

At the first settlement of the fertile delta, bordering on the St. Francis, 
there came an emigrant. who called himself John Hill, and who soon suc
ceeded in acquiring universal popularity_ Although of moderate means, 
he was sober, industrious, generous and hospitable; and such continued 
to be his character, in the new country of his adoption, for twelve succes
sive years. During all that long period he never had a personal 
diffieulty or quarrel with any human being i and yet every body was 
sati,fied, that such a peaceful life-singular for that latitude, was not ow• 	 ing to a want of courage, or deficiency in power to perform good service, 
in any sort of battle-field i for of all bear-hunters that ever pierced the 
jungles of rane in " the great swamp," or descended by torch-light into 
the dark caves of the Ozark Mountains, he was celebrated as the most 
fearless. 

He was repeatedly elected t.o the Territorial Legislature, where he 
distinguisbed himself by a strong, impassioned eloquence, as a chief leader 
in the Democratic rallk~. He was next, as we have already seen, a mem
ber "f the convention that formed the state cOllstitution ; and was elected 
again the ensning year to represent his county in the Senate of 
Arkansas. 

At this period commenced his second- series of misfortunes. Hill's 
nearest neighbors were the Strongs.-four brothers of considerable wealth, 
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more ambition, and, if we may borrow the phra!!e of the country, 
"famous fighters." Notwithstanding their character was so dissimilar 
from that of the pacific" bear-hunter," a close and cordial intimacy 
grew up between them; and Hill, in an ungu'll'ded moment, made the 
elnest brother, George, a confident as to the secrets of his previous 
hi~tory. It happened that this same George conceived a violent desire 
for political distinctilln, and requested Hill to resign his seat in the Sen
ale in the illiberal friend's favor. Hill refused, and the Strongs conspired 
for a terri hie revE'nge. \Vriting back to Carolina, they procured a copy 
of the reward offered for the arrest of Nixon Curry, the far-famed robber j 

and then collecting a party of a dozen desperate men, they attempted to 
capture Hill in his own hOllse. The latter had always gone armed, with 
his enormous double-barreled shot-gun, two long rifle-pistols, and a knife 
so heavy, that few other hands besides his own could wield it. The as
sanlt of the Strongs proved horrible to themselves. Hill ki!led two of the 
brothers, ~Ild dangerolli;ly wounded five of their friends, esc~pmg himself 
unhurt, although more than twenty rounds of ball and buck·shot were 
aimed at his breallt. 

The ex~itement resulting from the affair was boundless. A requisi
tion came on from the executive of Carolina, demanding the surrender of 
Nixon Curry. The governor of Arkansas published an additional re
ward for the arrest of John Hill; and thus betwixt the \wo fires, the vic
tim's ch'l.nce seemed perfectly hopeless. 

Hill's concluct in the crisis was prompt and fearless as e\-er. Pack
ing up hastily. he set out with his wife and children, in a common moving 
wagon, for Upper Arkansas, where he knew of a band of de~peradoes 
that he belic\'ed would protect him. He was overhauled at Conway 
Cnurt-House by two hundred men in plJrsuit, all thoroug!lly armed, and 
sOllie of them renowlled " figber ." Hill saw their approach on the distant 
prairie, and with his drea.dful double-barrel-that ~ure death-dealer to 
either man 01' beast, within the range of two hundred yards-instantly 
marched to meet hi~ foes. This incredible bravery. joined to the fear 
b..fore illspired by his desperatioll, affected the adv1tllcing troops with 
such an ullaccount~ble panic, that the whole two bundred sought safety 
in a disgracefully rapid flight. 

Spveral other attempts were made to capture the dangeroll outlaw, 
all alike eliding either in Illdicrou~ or bloody failures. III the meantime 
!! ill's character and conduct underwent a complete change. Forced to 
be always on the lool<-out, and, therefore, unable to follow any steady 
bll~ine~s in order to support his family, he resorled to the gaming-tahle. 
lie learnl'd also to indulJe in the fiery stimulus of ardent drink, and his 
di,positinn, nece~~arily soured hy recent events, hecame quarrelsome in 
the extreme. Perhaps there never lVas a llIan, excepting only that 
Napoleon of duellists, .Jurnes Bmvie, who 4Nas so heartily dreaded. I hal'e 
myself seen persons of undoubted courage turn pale merely at the ap- r 
pf'drance of Hill's gigantic form, broadly helted ann bristling with pis
tnl~. He was waylaid and shot at a nnmber of limes, yet still escaped 
without a scar. But t his could he considered tlO wonder; for el'en brave 
mell's hands f<hook when they saw him, and shaking hatld .. generally 
make very poor shots. 

During the September term, 1~4:3, of the Circuit Court for Pope 
coullty. in which Hill re~ided, he got Ollt of bpd otle morning uncom
monly glpomy, and, while at the breakfast tallie, suddenly burst into tears. 
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"What is the malter, my dear 1" asked Lucy-that beautiful Lucy, 
who had formerly left her wealthy home in Carolina for the robber and 
robber's cave. 

e'I have had a dreadful dream," answered the husband, shuddering at 
the recollection; .. I saw George Strong in my sleep, and he kissed me 
with his pale lips, that burned like fire, and smelled of sulphur. I am 
sure I ~hall die before sunset." 

e, Then do not go to court, to-day," said the wife, in accents ofearnest 
entreaty. 

.. But I will," replied the husband firmly ... When a mal~'s time is 
come, he cannot hide from death; beside, it would be the act of a c .•ward 
to do so, ifone po~sess the power." Then addre.sing his son, a fine in
telliAent boy of thirteen, he continued, "Bill, you see my gun!" poillting 
his finger as he spoke to the great double-barrel hanging on buck-horns 
over the duor; "practice with that el'ery morning, and the day yuu are 
sixteen, shoot the loads of buth barrels into the man who will this day 
kill your father." 

" Yonder comes Mose Howard; he will protect you, Pa," remarked 
Mary, Hill's eldest daughter. a lovely girl of fifteen, who was to be mar
ried the next day to the youth then approaching. 

Hill and Howard departed; Lucy with tears, and Mary blushing, both 
calling out as they left the gate, " Take good care of him, l\Iu~e, and be 
sure alld bring him back to· night." 

" Never fear." answered the youth, with a laugh; .. Hill will never die 
till I kill him." 

" Then he will live forever," retorted Mary, laughing also. 
As soon as the friends reached the village, Hill began to drink deeply. 

and manifeste(1 more than ordinary anxiety for a combat, insulting every 
body that crossed his path; and all the youth's entreaties failed to paciry 
him. At Jast, the desperado swore that he would clear the court-house; 
alld immediately enterillg, with a furious countenance, :md a threat as to 
his purpose,-judge, lawyers, jury and spectators made a general rush for 
the door. One old drunken man alone did not run as fast as Hill wished, 
and he sprang on the imbecile wretch, and commenced beating him UIl

mercifully. 
Howard then caught hold of his future father-in-law, (alas 1 who was 

never to be 1) and attempted to pnll him away. 
With eyes red, and glaring like a mad dog, Hill instantly turned upon 

his friend, and with a single bluw of his fist felled him to the floor; 
then following up the violent act, he leaped on the youth, and began a 
most ferociolls battery. In vain Howard endeavored to escape, crying 
out in tones of beseeching horror, "For Gofl's sake, cease 1 Hill, don't 
YOll know me ~-Your friend Mose 1 Remember Mary I" Hill's anger 
only increased, till finally, he threw his hand to hid belt, and clutched a 
pistol. And then Howard's blood also boiled, and he resolved to fight for 
his life. r:::e was of as powerful a frame as the other,-the only person 
in all Arkansas to be compared with the desperHdo in physical strength. 

Howard grasped the barrel of the pistol as Hill cocked it, and the 
weapon exploded in their h1nds without injury. Once more they 
clenched, and the most dreadful struggle ensued ever witnessed in the 
west. The advantage shifted from one side to the other for the space of 
five minutes, till both were bathed in streams of their own blood. Even 
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the by-standers, looking on through the window!; of the log court-house, 
were tit ruck with wonder and awe. AI length, while wrlthincr and twist
ing like two raging serpents, the handle of Hill's huge b~wie knife, 
unthought of previously, protruded from beneath his hunting-shirt. Both 
saw it at the same time, and both attempted to gr<l~p it.. Howard suc
ceeded; quick as lightniug he drew the keen blade from its scabbard, and 'I 
sheathed it up to the lull in the bosom of his friend and his Mary's 
father_ 

"The dream is fulfilled," exclaimed Hill, with a smile of strange 
sweetness, that remained on hi features even after he was a corpse. He 
then sank down, and expired without a groHn. 

Howard gazecl on him there as he lay, with that singular smile on his 
face, and his glazed eyes open. And then, awaking with a start, as if 
from sume horrible vision of the night, the poor, unhappy youth, fell 
headloug on the body of his friend, crying in tones that melted many a 
hardened spectator into tears," Great Gild! what have I done 7" He 
kissed the clammy lips of the dead; wet his cheeks with a rain of una
vailing sorrow; essayed to staunch the bloody wound with his handker
chief; and theil, apparently satisfied that all was ov r, sprang upon bis 
feet, with a shout, or more properly a scream,-" Farewell, Mary, your 
father is gone, and I am going with him;" and turning the point of the 
gory knife towards his olVn breast, would have plunged it into his heart, 
had he not been prevented by the by-standers, who had now crowded into 
the room. 

The same evening Mose Howard disappeared, and was heard of no 
more for nearly two years, when a horse-trader brought back lVord that 
he had seen him in San Antonio, Texas. 

Wben the shocking lIews reached Hill's family, the beautiful l\lary 
burst into a wild laugh. She is now in the A:;j lu for the Insane, at 
New-Orleans. 

Had we been inditing a tale of romance, we would have paused with 
a preceding page; but literal truth compels us to record another fact 
equally characteristic, both as to the chief actors and the backwoods 
theatre of the main tragedy. 

It will be remembered, that the fallen desperado had enjoined it on his 
son to slay the slayer of his father on the day he should arrive at 
sixteen. Without any such charge, vengeance would have beeD consid
ered by that boy as a sacred duty; for on the frontiers, the widows of 
the slain teach vengeance to their children. and occasionally execute it 
themselves! 

Accordingly, Bill Hill practised with his father's gun every day for 
two successive years, and this' even before he had any rumor as to the 
place of Howard's refuge. He then learned that his foe was in Texas, 
and two months before he was sixteen set out to hunt him up. 

At the end of four months Bill Hill came back, and hanging up the 
double-barrels in tbeir old buck-horn rack, answered his mother's en
quiring look,-" Mother, l\1~se is dead; I let him have both l~ads. 
Thourrh I cried before I d()ne It, and afterwards, too; he lOllked so mIser
able. pale, and bony as a skeleton." 

"Poor Mo e !" said the mother, weeping; " but it could not be helped. 
The son of sucb a brave man as Nixon Curry must Dever be called a 
coward, and besides it was YOllr father's order." 
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EDUCATION. 

THE subject of Education, in all its bearings and ramifications, is as in
teresting and important as it is extensive. In every age it hos had its friends 
and advocates. as well as its enemies and opposers-the latter Flowly but 
perceptibly dimini~hing as civilization has advanccd: until at length in 
these times, few persons of common intelligence and reflection can be found 
in our country, who do not advise uni,'ersal education of some particular 
kind, alld under some general and well-organized system. So much has 
been well s~id and hetter written by eminent and excellent individuals on 
the subject, that it seents unnecessary to say more, and a work of superer
rogation to attempt to add even a mite to the previous stock of knowledge. 
Rllt, though this be perfectly true, and the information is in exi,tence, 
still, circumstances frequently arise when a precise kind is wanted. and 
not being at h'lnd, it becomes desirable to have it prcp'ITcd anew, and pre 
sented to our perusal ill periodical publications. lest we neglect the occa

• sion which demands its reiteration, and so hinder thE' onward course of 
education, and the social, moral and mental elevation of the great human 
family. 

We perceive by the newFpapers that one of these exigences will shortly 
occur, in the form of a national convention, for the discu.sion of matters 
appertaining to and connected with our common school organizatious, 
which is to be beld ill the city of Philartelphia on the 22d of August inst. ; 

nd it is in view of this meeting, and with the impre: sion that the ques
tion of introducing religious instruction into the schools, and amalgamat
ing it with the general routine of education, will be discussed, that we 
velltUl'e to offer some remarks and reasonings. Whilst we claim ttl speak 
and write what we consider truth in the candid ex~njination of any ques
tIOn relative to the puhlic welfare. in a respectful manner, and in the 
spirit of kindness and free inqlliry, we most cheerfully grant the same 
right to any and all others, whether they agree or disagree with ollr Een
tilllents and opinio'ls. And we would distinctly 5tate, in the out~et, that 
we belong to the Protestant Episcopal Church, and thnt any renl'lrks 
which we may make respecting clergymen aud religion in the cOllr~e of 
this article. are intended solely to illustrate our opinions and the positions 
taken, and not out of the least disrespect to any portion of the clerical 
community, or to any religious denomination. 

In the performance of this self-imposed duty, it will not be requisite for 
us to prove, by lengthened ar/Iuments and statistical evi..Jence, that edu
cation improves and expands the moral and intellectual faculties of man
kind, or that it promotes virtue and lessens vice. The criminal calendars 
of this republic and the n'ltions of Europe, sufficiently demonstrate that a 
very large majority of all criminals consist of such portiolls of society as 
are "ery partially and totally uneducated, and exhibit thereby the evils of 
ignorallce and the good of clllightenmenf True, we ought not to place all 
the blame of the poverty, depravity, and crime, whiC'h we find recorded 
in the criminal annals of any COUll try , and daily witne's, to the nCCClunt 
of ignorance alone; for no illc.onsiderable portion of it may be clearly 

• 
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traced to the despotism ofsplf-interest-to unjustifiable avarice and ambition 
on the part of kings and governments, who enact une ual and wicked 
laws, in order to enricl, themselves by pauperizing and d grading the hard 
working, low-living millions of their fellow-mortals. Still, we perceive 
enough, b)' palpable and direct evidence, to convince us of the bad effects 
of ignorance and the advalHages of education, to stimulate the middle 
and upper sections of, and indeed all, our people, to promote its extension 
and effectiveness to the utmost of their power. Y ct, for all this, there are 
some persons, even in the United States of America, and in tbe year 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, who object to the scholastic instruction 
of the masses; but upon inquiring into, and reasoning upon, their argu
ments for so doing, we invariably find them of a selfish, narrow-minded 
character, unworthy of themselves, tbeir country, and the times in which 
we live. This class of citizens are, fortunately, however, comparatively 
a small proportion of our aggregate population. And we hope tbey are 
annually decreasing in numbers and influence; for they are analogous in 
their views and feelings to the overbearing and tyrannical sovereigns and 
aristocracies of Europe. 

Such of us who can look back and call to mind the nature of a common 
education, the plans of teaching, and the very inferior qualifications of 
schoolmasters and mistresses forty years ago, will remember with some
what of shame and regret the inefficiency of the schools of those days; 
and we see cause for joy. and congratulations, and hope, on contemplating 
the·vast progress which has been made, the improvements to be made, and 
the advantages thus secured to the present and succeeding generations. 
For us, who live under republican in:5titution~, this is a most cheering 
circumstance, for it is acknowledged on every hand by the enlightened 
and reflecting, that true republican government cannot be of 10llg con
tinuauce, or happy and blessed in its results, unless the bulk of the people 
are well and rightly educated, arid are also virtuously independent. The 
people of a republic. in order to insure its permanency, llIust not only 
know wherein true {lnd equitable government consists, and have the de
termination to act honestly and independently in the performance of their 
political duties, but they should also be socially in such comfortable circum
stances as will place them above the fear of scant and want, and the tempta
tions of corrupt and vicious leaders. The ever to be respected and com
mended fathers ofour republic saw this and felt its importance, and in conse
quence used such means as were within their power for the mental iml'rove
ment of the people. Our immediate predecessors imitated their example 
with prai~eworthy zeal and wonderful success; and we are wifely follow
ing in their steps. as is distinctly indicated by the rapid spread ofollr public 
school system, and the desire evinced for its improvement and well-being 
by the notification of the approaching convention. 

But if we look with attention at the hi:;tories of monarchical nations, 
we readily perceive that it is by quite an opposite policy that they have 
been goverued, and that the millions of oppressed humanity have been 
kept in ignorance, suhjection, and degradation, by the superior knowleclge 
and tact of a few. Russia, and almost all the killgdoms of the o!d world, 
even at this very period, amply corroborate the truth of this statement. 
And we know from our daily ob ervation, and the experience of past 
times, how apt individuals of extra knowledge and intellig~nce, e~pecially 
when held in association with wealth, are to become vain, presumptuous 
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and arbitrary. They appear to forget that in ninety-nine cases out of 
every hUlldred, they do not owe their elevated positions, r:chl:!!l, and ad
vantages, to their own industry, economy, selt:denial, and higher natu
ral talents, but to the fostering care, pmdence and liberality of their pro
genitors. Thus it has been through all past ages, and thus it is now, 
with some soul-stirring and brilli"nt exceptions. Men have used their 
wealth and power for the purpose of gratifying an ambitious, arbitrary, 
and avaricious disposition, alJd the enslal'ing and pauperizing their fel· 
low.mortals, whose only faults, or rather misfortunes, were i"norance and 
poverty, which they did not originate and bring npon themselves, and had 
no power to alter. 

Such, then, are and have ever been the opposers of progress and of 
universal education j and the reasons are obvious j they know that it is 
much easier to keep down, to deceive, and to lead an ignorant anll un
cultivated than an instructed and reasoning population j they know and 
feel what it is that constitutes their superiority, and that if the multitudes 
of mankind are raised to a state ofenlightenment and rationality, the days 
of their power and ascendancy are numbered. These observations are 
forcibly illustrated in the case of Great Britain. In that country the 
various monarchs and aristocracies, and hierarchy, beneficed and general 

IT clergy of the established church, have almost invariably acted in concert 
to keep the people in ignorance and subjection. Although that industri
ous, ingenious, and patient popul htion is now suffering and groaning un
der the combined oppressions of evil rulers and an ullchristian church 
clergy. yet they have the temerity, up to this very hour, to oppose, both 
secredy and openly, the l)rganiz;]tion and establishment of a national 
system of secular education. That this is a fact. we learn, indisputably, 
from recent information from England; and it is specifically exemplified 
in the action which the clergy took about three months ago in opposition 
to the Lancaster School Association j t he nature of which lJlay be gathered 
from the following brief sltetch of the proceeding.-A large number of 
the inhHbitants of the county of Lancashire, seeing and feeling the neces
sity of adopting some measures for tile general education of the working 
classes, formed an association for this purpose, denominated The Lanca
shire Public School Association The head-quarters of this association 
are in Manchester, and the leading men are well known for their intelli
gence, respectability, morality, devotion to religion, and an expanded be
nevolence, and are attached to various churches of professing Christi1ns. 
Finding, however, that their means and exertions were quite inadeqoate 
to the objects in view, rhey called a public meetmg, with the intention of 
sending a petition to Parliament, ask ing for a law to empower the people 
of Lancashire to establish a public school system. similar to that of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, and to be supported in the same manner. 
In order that the clergy might have no occasion to complain of a respect
ful attention not being shown them, and to obtain their approbation and 
support, they were specially notified as to when and where the meeting 
was to take place, and of its pre(·.ise intentions and objects . In~tead, 
however, of attendinO' the meetin a to aid so good a cause, the Chllrch of 
England ministers in" the vicinity"of Manchester, where it was held, from 
the highest to the lowest, with a very few dissenting clergymen, and a 
con~iLe rable body of the old tory party, assembled, and with the most elo
quent speaker, and first-rate tactician, the Rev. Hugh Stowell, as their 
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leader and spokesman, defeated the object ofthe meeting, under the spe
cious plea that religiuus instruction was not included in the proposed 
orgallization. 

The Lancashire P ubi ic School Association proposed to establ ish a sys
tem of secular education fur the laboring classes, and all others who 
might choose to avail themsehes of it, which would enable the children 
now gr Hving up to obtain, at tl~e public expense, plain alld useful learning, 
including souud morality. But this would not do for beneficed, plurality, 
and sinecure clergymen, and the other supporters of lhe powers that be 
and things as they are; for they are well aware, that educating the mas:;e:s 
will lead them to acquire so n;uch general and political knowledge as to 
bring about a ;:peedy nnd searching reformation in both church and 
state. They therefme dodge the question, by professing to be anxious to 
do all they can for the iustitution of an universal system of religious edu
cation, by which they intimate that the people ll111~t be taxed to build 
school· houses, provide bouks, and pay teachers, superintendants, and all 
other charges; the whole to be under their management and COlltrol. 
The education tlllls graciously vouchsafed to be bestowed by mother 
church upon the people, would consist of reading primary books of a reli
gious nature, a little writing to enabla them to f'ign their IJames at mar
riages and baptisms, well grounded in the church catechism, forms, and 
ordinances; and the illlperatil'e duties of pas:,ive obedience to superiors, 
reverential humility towards the clergy aud the church, and unadulterated 
loyalty. This is the kiud of education which 1111 aristocratic, avaricioll$, 
luxurious and comp:uatively idle clergy would fain institute as a booll to 
the starving milliolls of Great Britain and lrelallll ! and, doubtless, as the 
inferior orderd orthat l'cli{{iuU8 hody would fill the office of teachels, the 
children in the schools would be occasion~lIy admonished to learn pa
tience, endurance in their troubles, afflictions, and privations, and to bear 
with meek resignation the lot which it has pleased Almighty God to give 

them; ill fact, humbly to do their duty" in that state of life to which it 

had pleased God to call them;" and makiog the poor " oppressed, credu

lous ()lks {lelieve, that the eift>cts of bad goveTllmcllt~ and wicked laws 

are the di:;ptnsatioll' of divine providence. 


The clergy of the Church,of England, as a whole, have never heen 
prominent in the cau"e of education, for until receutly they havp Dot 
mOI'ed much in the qne><tion. They did not even come into the SUllllay 
School enterprise until far on in the day; and although they now profess 
with solemu earnestne5S to he desirolls Ilf e~tahli"hing a general system of 04, 
religious education, it is evidently only hoodwinking; (ilr if they were ~in-
cere, they wOllld immediately cause the enormous incolllcs of Archbishops, 
Bishops, Deans, and other clergy, to be redllce<1to n Christian standard, 
and appropriate the surplus to building and estnblishingschools. But this 
they h,lve not done, nor have they illtimatp.d nny wi .. h for so beneficial a 
ret~lr!natiou; nor have thcy ever promulgated allY scheme for giving' the 
p"pulation even a religious education, to be supported by t •• xation. 
This sudden advocacy of the education of thc 1lI<1'oe::; by the clergy, is 
plainly one of pretence only; and by feigning to lie allxiolls to e'tabli~h a 
~~ stern of religious ill oppo,itioll to secular education, they have defeated 

the effi>rts IIf the L'IIlc<l,hire school a~socintiolJ, and, as they think, hare 

staved off the cvil day to a lDore convenient season. 


But giving them credit fur sinc~rity, which they do not de~erve, they 
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know right well that any plan of their's having that object in view' is not 
practicable, becau~e on its being publicly ~gitated and brought before 
the House of Commons, Methodists, and Pre.byterianB, and Congrega
tionalists, and Baptists, and Unitarians, and Swedenhorgions, cum multi:! 
aliis, would oppose it with all their might, and insist upon having the 8ame 
privilege of teaching in the schools their creeds, alld ordinances, and 
fOTillti uf church government, and modes of worship as the Churchmen. 
This would gi,e rise to such a storm of angry di~putes ~nd contelilions, 
that no scheme would be agreed upon; and the very thing, viz., ChriHian 
religion, they all pretend to be so anxious to teach others, they \\"(1uld 
themselves omit to exemplify-showing to the world that they were not 
heartily bent upon inculcating practical Christianity by their lives and 
teachings, but that each denomination was striving for the spread of its 
particular doctrines, and the increase of its power and influence. The 
clergy of the Church of England, however, are not singular in their op
position to secular education, for some of those attached to other hodies 
of professing Christians do the same, on the ground that it has ~ tendency, 
unless accompanied by religious instruction, to produce infidelity and 
atheism. This objection obviously arises from fear-fear as they would 
have it understood-Ietit the people should retrograde in civilizali(1I and 
Chri'Stianity, alld assumes that ministers ofre1igion are all Cbristian~, both 
by word and deed. As we have a large number of citizens, both cleri
cal and lay, within our own borders, who hold similar opinions and like 
views of education, it may not be out of place or improper in other res
pects, to inquire very briefly hl'w far teey are right, and if these fears 
and objections do not to a considerable extent originate in flome other 
way. 

Religion, whatever its name, creed, ceremonies, and organizations, 
has, so far in the world's history and progress. beell nsed in the main as 
an instrument for enabling governments to keel) popuhtiolls in ignorance 
and subjection; the priesthood, and armies and navies, acting in union 
with emperors, kings, nobles, and aristocracies. This has been a peculiar 
feature in the Roman Catholic religion in variolls parts of the world; and 
it is not much less so in the case of the establi~heu Prote"tant Church of 
Great Britain and Ireland. \Vhenever the people of England h'lI"e pe
titioned and agitated for reforms and more liberty, the clergy, both high 
and low, have always sided with the great and powerful, aud al!ain~t the 
elevation of the 1h.lsses. If, as the bulk of the ministers of religion as
sert, their teachings will render the great multitude of degraded human
ity comfortable, good and happy, thell the Catholic population of Ireland 
and the Prote~tant laboring classes of England, ought to be pre-elllillently 
so j for hitherto they have had very little but religious education. That 
they are not so, is well-known. and the fact ueeds no evidence or argu
ments to prove it. In Spain, in Mexico, in Italy, and in Ireland, the 
people are, and have been for a lonlr time, under the care, instruct ion, 
and guidance of the clergy j and what do we find jn those countries 1 
\Ve see bad government, unjust and partial laws, the greatest amount of 
ignor~nce, the least energy, self.respect, and morality, and the ml}~t de
plorable poverty, misery Hlld degradation. On the other hand, jn these 
United States, where sclwol education is very properly di\'e~ted of reli
giolls instruction and clerical authority, and where the lalV~ are more equi
tabie, we find a fund of general intelligence, active industry, sociul com
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forts, &nd individual freedom and energy, unequaled in any country on 
the globe. 

In reasoning upon the subject of religious instruction forming a part 
of the studies and duties of day schools, we are necessarily obi ged to 
mention ministers ofreligioll; but we do it with no disrespectful feeling, 
either towards them or their churches and creeds. "Ve would gladly 
throw a veil over the atrocities and follies which many of them have 
committed in by-gone days, and the faults and failings of EOme in our 
time. They are but men; and olVing to the peculiar nature of their 
studies, and the bias of tht!ir minds therehy induced, they are but too apt 
to forget, and not sufficiently careful to comprehend, the I'ast importance 
of instituting and maintaining equal and just civil laws, GO as to prevent 
the educated and unprincipled from preying upon the labors of the in
dustrious classes, and thus reducing them to the lowest condition of life. 
Hundreds and thousands of our most valuable fellow-citizens, with their 
wives and families, have been reduced to beggary and starvation at vari
ous times, by partial and dishonest legislation; and then, driven by despe
ration to drunkenness, irreligion, and crime. Let ministers of religion 
go to the houses of well-meaning, industrious, out·of-work, poverty
stricken, starving families, and offer them the consolations of religion. and 
they will find them regardless ofsuch comfort-vastly preferring bread and 
cheese, and remunerating employment, to the best advice, the most eloquent 
soul-stirring sermons, and the most eamest 'illd sincere prayers. They 
cannot be ignorant of the fact, that when the minds, and faculties, and 
energies of laboring men are bound down and held fast by snper$titlOlIs, 
fallacies, ignorance, and bad laws, which make a few rich and many 
poor-that they become discontented and reckless, are far from Christian
ity, and have no taste and relish for religion and its blessings. In the 
aggregate, clergymen appear to think, that in their cases, and in our land, 
religion and politics are incol'lsistent-and not only so, but fancy that the 
bulk of the population ought not to have much hand in political affuirs, 
becfluse of their ignorance; and that le;rislation should be left to the in
telligent, rich, and influential, and used for their aggrandizement, on the 
vain and foolish supposition that they can and wiII find employment for, 
and maintain in a comfortable condition, the hard workin~ millions. How 
such notions have succeeded when put in practice, is fully exemplified in 
the case of Great Britain and Ireland, where the sy tem has been acted 
upon for many years. 'Ve hold no such sentiments, and ardently desire 
never to see our citizens placed in such a degrarled and pauperized posi
tion as the people of that country now are. We hold that our citizens 
1nust be educated, and in such a way as to enable them to fulfil rightly 
their political duties. So far from religion and politics being incompati
ble, they seem to us to have an inseparable connexion, not filrmed into 
disgraceful and monopolizing institutions of church and state, like 
England, but by educating the population, and so fitting them for the 
readier and better reception of religious truths. \Ve hold, that if men 
be truly religious, and properly educated for m1king efficient citizens, 
they must of necessity be political also. In the Old Te,;tament it is pre
dicted concerning Christ, that he was to be 1I0t only a spiritual Saviour, 
but a temporal one also; that he was to open the prison doors, to loosen 
the bonds of the captive, and let the oppressed gl) free. And in the New 
Teslament, we are told not to be slothful in business (all our_dulies;) to 
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do as we would be done by; to love our neighbor as ourselves; and to d(. 
justly. love mercy, and walk Iumbly before God. 'Veil. theil, if we see 
our fellow-mortals by hundreds, and thousalJds, and millions, kept in ig
norance and made poor, and miserable, and irreligiolls, by Jaws which are 
founded upon policy, expediency, and fraud, ought we nOI-ollaht not 
mini;,ters of religion especially, to do all they can in a peaceable a~d legal 
manner, to obtaiu a speedy and effectual reform of such an unjust and op
pressive system. Ifwe read, and ouserve with attention, and then reflect 
upon the information thus acquired, we have no difficulty in discovering, 
that where private causes make one man or family miserable, public and 
governmental actions make a thousand so; and that where even the pro
pensities and evil passions of the poor and ignorant, and which some reli
gious teachers attribute to the power of Satan and man's innate depravity, 
bring down upon them and their families calamities ofmany and grievous 
kinds, the workings of mal-government do the same in a ten-fold degree, 
and are mostly the cause and parents of the evils themselves. BaJ gov
ernments, which enact special lall's for the benefit and aggrandisement of 
particular persons, parties, and trades, promote inebriety and crime, by 
making the hboring classes poor, dependent, and desperate. Bad gov
ernments, by keeping the people in ignorance. by heavy taxation, by ac
cumulating large state debts in the pursuit of selfish and sectional interests, 
and by restrictions on both home and foreign trade. bring upon the people 
more poverty, and depravity, and crime, thaD all private causes put toge
ther. "Ve say. therefore, that to ameliorate these things, by endeavoring 
to obtain honest rulers and laws, based upon the everlasting principles of 
truth and justice, is a religious as well as a political duty-a duty equally 
binding upon clergy and laYhlen; for uy a due performance of it, we should 
be teaching Christianity by our works, in addition 10 our words. 

Whoever has been much in England, and has frequently heard ser
mons frolO the beneficed and plurality clergymen there, could not fail to 
notice that they preach morality, humility, devotion to the Church, reve
rence for bishops and the clergy, and respect towards superiors. more than 
theoretical Christianity and doctrines. And on the other hand, we find that 
ministers of religion in our coulltry preach very little about truth, 
justice, honesty, and doing unto others as we would they should do 
unto us; but a great deal about. p~ychology, faith, grace, the atonement, 
and the great importance to all persons of ueing members of some chuTch 
of professing Christians. The great distinctions here pointed out in the 
style and practice of preaching. is doubtless owing to· the very different 
positions and circumstances of the two bodies; the one being entirely 
dependent Dpon their congregatio s for bread aDu butter, and the other 
being completely independent, aDd supported by an enormous church 
propt'rty. 

However disagreeable, therefore, it may be, and however unwilling we 
are to come to the conclusion, that there is some other fear on the minds 
of the clergy than that of making the people infidels and atheists by uni
versal secular education. the foregoing considerations leave us no alterna
tive, lind we are bound in reason and candor to say, that religious teach
ing and preaching is too much relied upon as a means of money· making, 
lind for the obtainment of worldly honors and rewards, which produce a 
fear lest the craft should be injured. We learn, then, from history-from 
our own experience and observation of men, and from an active and right 
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use of our reasoning powers, that the more elevated the human mind can 
be made, the more practically religious it will be j and that ulli"ersal secu
lar education, which ought to consist of sound morality and useful learn
ing, is the one thing needful, leaving religious tenets, and forms, and 
modes of worship, to be taught by clergymen and the parents of the 
children. 

Secular education, we maintain, is the mainspring, the pendulum, and 
the regulator of a republican people, and, indeed, of mankind at large, 
and under any form of government. It is a self-evident truth, that i~ the 
majority of the people of a great confederated republic, like the United 
States, continue long in a state of ignorance of the nature of true repub
licalllsm, and their respective positions and importance as minute parts of 
the body politic; or if they become servile and subsen'ient, through their 
ignorance and dependency, to ambitious and unprincipled leaders, sec
tional party and personal interests will usurp the place of the great undi
vided whole, and at no distant period jealousie~, discords, enmities, an
tagonisms, and anarchy will ensue, and the national governmental organ
izations will be swept away as with the besom of destruction. In fac t, 
there is no solid ground for hope in the permanency and prosperity of our 
federal institutions, but through the education and enlightenment of our 
citizens; for in proportion to the ignorance and servility of the laboring 
classes, so will be their depend~llcy, pOI'erly and degradation. And in 
like manner, the more they become acquainted with Datural philosophy , 
true political economy, and other useful subjects, the more rationally inde
pendent they will be, and the'more elevated will they become, morally, re
ligiously, socially, and politically. We are extremely anxious and par
ticuhr on this point, bet;ause we wish to assist in dissipating the erroneous 
notion, that a g-eneral system of what some denominate a relicrious educa
tion is all sufficient for the lI1ass of mankind. Et.llIcation-~ecular edu
cation, we repeat-is the mainstay of ollr system, our balm of Gilead, our 
pillars, and the rocky foundation lIpon which wl:l, must build aud expect 
to stand. 

But what do we mean by secular education 7 'Ve mean common, prac
tical education, ill which the clergy have no hand, and from which reli
gious instruction is entirely excluded j a system of really useful education, 
conducted by and under the control of laymen only. Not that mini~ters 
of rt ligion should be shut out from all interference, merely becanse they 
are clergymen, or from any disrespect to them, either individually or col
lectively, or their particular creeds and modes of worship, or towards re
ligious institutions generally; but for the purpose of avoiding religious 
jealollsies and disputes, which would produce ill-will, perplex the minds, 
and distract the attention of the pupils from their legitilllate studies; and 
also as a safeguard, by preventing anyone denomination of ministers 
from obtaining an undue asceudancy, and all from a.cquirillg an improper 
amount of civil and religious power and influence. AlJ(1 what kll1d of 
secuhr education should this be? What bra1Jches of Ii nowledg-e !;h'lUld be 
ta.ught in our puhlic and private schools, and more e. pecidlly in thnse un
der our common school organiz:ttion ? In the u~ual accept Jtion of the 
term education, and the routine of stud ie', we under"tand going to a pub
lic or private school. and being taught reading. spell in;!, grammar, writing, 
geography, aod arithmetic. And in the ca"e~ of extra, or hest educa
tions, as they are called, WE> include, besides the 'e, Latin, Greek, alge-

I 
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bra, geometry, mathematics, history, rhetoric, and elocution j and occa
sionally in addition, chemistry, astronomy, and belles !cttres. The 
la~t named portions of learuing are taught in our high schools, some of 
them to the head cras~es of our grammar schools, and in colleges and 
private seminaries; whilst the former are learned at our primary, second
ary, and grammar schools, both public and private. Are these the kinds 
of secular education which will fully prepare our children for republican 
life and free institutions 1 Are no other branches of learning requisite, 
to enable the rising generation to become really free and independent 
cilizens 1 Ought we to teach the rudiments of mathematics, algebra, 
and the dead languages in our public schools, to the neglect and exclu
sion of physiology, political sciellce, anatomy ana agricultural chemi~try 7 
Ought we to go to a great expense in establishing and mailltaiuillg high 
schools, in order to give the children of well-to-do citizens a rt:filled and 
cla~sical education 1 Is the teaching of sound morality to be slighted, 
which is of the utmost consequence; and mathematics cultivated, which 
are perfectly useless to the great mass of our citizens 1 The dead lan
guages, so far as law, physic, alld divinity are concerned, might very well 
be dispensed with; and the classical language of the professiolls, if sim
plified and divested of technicalities and verbosity, wonld be much more 
useful and appropriate; so that with Tespect to the public good, it would 
be well if they were not only dead, but buried also, under the sod of com
mon sense. They, like geometry, algebra, mathematics, rhetoric, 
elocution, and astronomy, are of no use to ninety-nine out of everyone 
hUlldred pupils, but have a strong tendency to induce self-important and 
aristocratic notions, nhich are at variance with republicanism and the 
spirit of our institutions. The education \\'hich ought to be given to all the 
children of our great commonwealth, should, bryond all question, be 
plain, useful, and practically applicable to their wants as citizens in after 
life; and this is undoubtedly the real intention of our public school 
system-a refined, classical, gentlemanly education not baving been ori
ginally contem»lated. What citizens want and should have, is a common 
sense education, consisting of reading, writing, and arithmetic, as far as 
vulgar fractions, bRt no further; so much of grammar as will enable the 

• 	 scholars to read and write correctly; a general knowledge of geography; 
well grounded morality; physiology, and political science, or the nature of 
just government, divested ofall party feelings, party fallacies, and party in
terests. Combined, and simultaneously, our children should also receive 
physical training, for a sound mind in a sound body is the greatest earthly 
blessing. 

We have just now intimated that high schools, witb their present courses 
of instruction, are an innovation upon our public school system, in
consistent with republicanism, and a great expense. As it is probable 
some of our readers or their friends may be unwilling to admit these as
sertions to be correct, we will endeavor "ery brieOy to examine them. 
We have, we think, satisfactorily explained already, that the nature of the 
studies in our high schools, and the head classes of our grammar schools, 
are unnecessary and unfair innovations of tbe public school system. 
Who, then, are the scholars in our high schools, :ind those who compose 
the most aclvanced pupils in tbe grammar schools 1 They are the 
children of our rich or well-to-do citizens, with a very few exceptions. 
That this is so, and must always be the case, is evident from the circum 
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stance, that a vast majority of our citizens, when their children are of 
an age to be admitted into the high schools, require their assistance in 
various trades and occupations, or put tbem out to labor, so as to assist 
their almost universally straitened circumstances. And when these 
high school pupils have finished their scholnstic educations, what pro
ductive employments do they engage in 1 Comparatively Ilone. Most 
of them in due time become members of the three learned professions 
and editors of newspapers, a small proportion store· keepers and mer
chants, and a still smaller, farmers and manufacturers. Now we know 
that the persons who comprise the three learned professions are large and 
expensive consumers, and produce nothing, and as a whole, set them
selves up as an aristocratic section of society. And we have only to look 
with attention at political matters and workings, to discover that idle 
doctors and lawyers, and proprietors and editors of newspapers, are the 
chief combatants for office and power-all of whom are endeavoring to 
live in style and luxury, and to amass property out of the public purse, 
by doing as little :IS possible. This feature of our high schools is alone 
sufficient to convince us that they are nurseries of a class who reckon 
themselves to be of the upper ten, of aristocratic notions, and expensive 
habits; and that they are consequently anti.republican, and in direct op
position to the spirit of our institutions and the true nature of our gov
ernment. Indeed, the very name ofbigh school indicates inequality, and 
has been borrowed, like the routine and courses of instruction therein pur. 
sued, from the monarchical and aristocratical institutions of Europe. 
That they are a very heavy charge upon the public school funds, is self
evident; and that they are an uufair expenditure of the public money, is 
not les5 so. It is obviously unjust to proviue a refined, genteel, and clas
sical education for the children of the middle and higher classes of soci
ety Ollt of the public taxes. Any and all citizens who desire such an 
education for their offspring, ought to pay for it out of their own pockets. 
Here, then, we arrive at the undeniable truth, that that part of our gram
mar schools which prepares pupils for high schools, and tI.e high schools 
themselves, are diversions from the legitimate and original intentions of 
cur public school organizations. unr:ecessary, and not in harmony with 
true republicanism. In making this investigation, and having arm'ed at 
this conclusion, we have no wish or intention of throwing blame upon 
comptrollers, directors, or te'lchers, Ii)r, douhtless, they are actuated by 
correct motives, and do their best; we only wish to draw attention to these 
departments, and to excite examinations, discussions, and vigilance, to 
the end that our schools may be made as perfect as possible. 

In this state of the question, we are natnrally led to the inquiry, as to 
what action should be had in respect to these departments of the system, 
should we discQntinue the high schools as at present constituted, and the 
prep'lratory classes in tbe grammar schools 1 We have no hesitation in 
answp.ring this question in the affirmative, and in saying, that in our 
grammar schools we would supersede the course of preparation, by teaching 
physiology, anatomy, political economy, and agricllltural chemistry; and 
that we would appropriate the high schools to the production of efficient 
teachers, in order to supply the present need and growing wants of our 
public school organizations. Few persons, we imagine, will seriously 
assert, that the ~upply of first rate teachers is equal to the demaud ari~ing 
from the continual and rapid extension of the system, and to the filling 
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• the places of mnny who ought to be discharged for want of a sufficiency 
of the right kind of knowled/!e, natural adaptation, and at achn ent to, 
and lo\"e for the profession. III the course of our sch(101 in pections, dur
ing the last three years, we have noticed many instances of ill-adapted in
structors of youth, occupying important and prominent positions in OUT 

public school!>. Occasiollally we have seen the principal male or female 
teacher so deficient in good temper alld patience, and so splf-sufficient 
withal, that they were constantly in hot water with the ~cholars, scd.Jing, 
fretting and beating them. And on the other hand, and in juxta-position, 
have seen junior teachers of an opposite character and constitution, 
maintaining order and peace, and good will, and getting their pupils 
along with comparatively little trouble and annoyance. ~gain, we have 
noticed others who hal'e such a love of exactness, such an hankering 
after perfectly said long lessons, that they seemed almost to forget that 
the great object is, that children should ulJderstand what Ihey read or 
repeat. Throughout our obl"ervations of, exceptions excepted, the whole 
of our public school instructions, we become impressed with the con
viction that there is too much anxiety evinced by injudiciolls and aspir
ing parents, and unwise or incorrectly directed teachers, to produce and • 
exhibit infant prodigies, and prematurely developed meutul energies. 
That more relaxation during school honl's is absolutely reqlli~ite, ; nd that 
far too little attention is paid to health and physical education. 1~ hletic 
and other pleasureable exercises might be adopted, and extendfd with 
much advantage. Ventilation, cleanliness, and a well regulated I.e :lt, in 
schools, are very important, not well-understood, and indifferelltly at
tended to-especially in country places. In m05t of the schools V'c have 
vi~ited, and we have overlooked a cOllsiderable numher in ]'.1 aine, Massa
chusetts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, and Pennsylvania, the 
desks and seats are all of the same height, and chiefly adapted to boys and 
girls of from seven to ten years of age j so that scholars four feet high 
may be found on the same form with others, varying from fil e to six feet 
in height, bestowing upon the latter through tIle uuavoidable process of 
learning, bowed backs and narrowed che~ts This c1efect wou ld be 
easily remedied by having the legs (If the seats and forms constructed 
upon tbe sliding principle, so as to be raised aud lowered at pleasure. It 
further occurred to us, that our public school in, titutions ha\'e been made 
more than is proper and desirable, a large field of speculation to book 
writers, and compounders and publishers; and that more di criminatioD) 
more caution, and less favoritism is "anted jll their selection , llnd in 
making; alterations. Books for our public schools should be pl ainly ex
pressed, divested of pedagoguism and technicalities, and cond€nsed as 
milch as they well can be, with dne consideration and prudenc". We 
wish to avoid the accusation of invidiousness, so that we are prevented 
from naming any improper books which have c\)me under our notiee; if, 
however, Mr. Mitchel will pardon us, we would a~k him, if he does not 
think that his geography, second part, is not too voluminous and burdened 
with a great many particulars which are, to children, of little or no use 7 
Let a simply written, condensed general geography be ul'ed, and then 
short well understood lessons will be more effective than long and tire
some ones; and so on through every grade and branch of study, 

I n view, then, of the coming cOllvention, and what we have now said, 

we would, with the utmost respect, and all kind feeling towards all per

.. 
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sons, parties, and religions denominations, suggest, that any attempt to 
take steps for introducing religious teachings into our public schools 
should be yoted down at once. That our high schools ought to be 
changed into normal schools, for the sole purpose of educating teachers j 
and that 110 persons, male or female, should be admitted, unless they were 
found upon investigation to be naturally adapted to the calling, and had 
determined to follow the occupation when duly qualified. That the 
departments in our grammar-schools, hitherto employed in preparing pupils 
for the high-school, should ill future be occupied in teaching physiology, 
anatomy, morality, political economy, and agricultural chemistry. That 
reading-books on these subjects should be introduced, and oflen used, 
by the upper classes. That tp.achers, as a whole, should be better paid. 
That partIcular attention should be given to the health and relaxation of 
the scholars-to ventilation, a proper degree of heat and cleanliness in 
the schools, and to a proper height of seats and desks. That none but 
well-informed, intelligent men, of sufficient leisure and fitness, should be 
appointed directors. That paid and talented superintendents should be 
employed in rural districts, who should be constantly Yi~iting schools and 
consulting with directors and teachers. That no new books should be in
troduced until after a most rigid, careful, and unbiassed examination and 
approval j and the whole system be made as uniform as possible in 
every way. That as Latin, Greek, geometry, algebra, mathematics, 
rhetoric, and elocution, are of no use to ninety-nine per cent. of our 
citizens, they should be excluded immediately. That as agriculture is, 
and ought to be, the legitimate and pre-eminent business of our country, 
on account of its fertile and extensive territory, it should be a particular 
instruction to teachers to impress the minds of scholars with its nature 
and ad\'antages. And lastly, that all branches of education should be 
made, as far as po~sible, a source of pleasure and attraction, rather than as 
heretofore, compulsory lessons, which must be learned on pain of punish
ment and disgrace. 

We might lVith much propriety have extended our remarks, in many 
ways, particularly as to the prudence and necessity of establi3hiug labor
schools: that is, school learning, in connection with practical agriculture 
and horticulture. But our present writing is long enough, and II e fear we 
hal'e trespassed too much on the time and patience of our readers. As to 
ourselves, we shall feel well rewarded for our thoughts, attention, and 
trouble, if we can only hal'e the satisfaction of believing th:lt we have 
assisted, el'en 111 a slight degree, the progress and extension of common 
sense education. 

- , 
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EARNING A LIVING; 

A COMEDY IN FIVE ACTS. 

PERSONS OF THE DRA~IA. 

ROB£RT HOLLYBl'Sn, IZ retired .!.'Iereltant of VA"SITT_~RT. a NeIC-York Lautyer. 
Nem-Y"'k. CH.<RLOTTE, 1d ,,, .I'R H 

JACOB HOLLYBUSR, lli'1tnmarriedhrotltu. ~L\R,{, ! a g,tUrsoJ . OLLYBUSB. 

RurERT HAY, 1 I'. k' aht I )la. and I\IR•. CA"PION. 
HARTINGTON. I Jas t01I e young g671/ cmen MINETTA, t/~r daughter. 
GLUMLY, a.'IagaziMEditor. Ml~S DUBARRE. an Ittiress. 
BARBOW, a lVriter. 	 DUPERU, aBroker. 

ACT I. 

SCENE I.-Old HOLLYBUSH'S house. R. H. reading. Enter JACOB. 

Jacob. Good morning, brotber. 
R. H Good morning, Robert, how are you? 
J. Well, I thank you; how is all within 1 are the family well? 
R. Yes. very. I'm sorry I can't inquire after yours. 
J. That's rather late. I've been a bachelor so long now, I never think.of it 

unless you remind me of it, and when you do, I don't take it kindly. 
R. Wjlat new:s out? 
J. TIle steamer is in, cotton is up and flOUT down. Nothing else of import

ance. I saw Vansittnrt just now. 
R. 'Veil, what did he say? 
J. He said he had drawu up all those contracts just as we directed, and had 

them ready for signing. He is very diligent in such matters. 
R. Yes, I think he is. 
J. And then he told me an odd conversation he had yesterday about you, with 

a man named Glumly. 
R. Glumly, Glumly-I don't know such a man. 
I. No, but Glumly knows you, or would know you. He wants to marry 

one of my nieces. 
t R. OU, that's all, is it 1 and he expects a reasonable dowry, I suppose, does 
he not 1 

J. Undoubtedly; but what I like is, he is plain spoken und says so. He 
says in plain terms he wants money. nnd would be glad to get some in this way. 

R. That's honest, or at. least impudent. Which of my daughters does he 
honor with a preference 1 

• J. He leaves that to you. lIe will take whichever you will pay best to be 
rid of. He says he undertitands ODe has been crazy; he will take that ODS if 
YOIl choose. 

R. Crazy, Jacob! one of my daughters crazy!-What the devil does the 
fellow mean 1 

J. Oh, I suppose it is some story grown out of poor Charlotte's delirium 
last year when she had the fever at Saratoga. That's nothing; Mr. Glumly 
gets his information in bar-rooms, or anhe Racket Coult, where it is apt to be 
old and a little exaggerated. 

R. Not at the Union Cluh, you think. 
J. No; we always have it there fresh and genuine. 
R. And plenty. 
J. Yes, that is undeninble. 
R. But who is Mr. Ghmlv 1 
J. He is one of those darllDed fellows that make books, and set up new.

papers and magazines. 	 And he has talent they say, too. 
VOL. XXV.-NO. CXXXIV. 5 
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R. It dOElS not appear in wbat he said to Vansittart. 
J. No, perbops not. But you know, knowing V. to be your legal adviser, 

and presuming therefore a sort of intimacy, he goes there to sound, and talks 
this kind of stuff in a joking kind of way, ready to back it up with earnest ifhe 
could find encouragement. His object was to.get IDtroduced. 

R. Vansittul't won't do that. 
J. Not for bis ears. 

(Enter JOHN, announcing MR. and MRS CAMPION. Enter the ladies.) 
R. H. and J. H. Good morning, ladies. 

Mrs. C. Good morning, /1:entlemen ; are tbe young ladies within 1 

R. H. I believe not, hut .Tohn is gone to S'le. 'VIlI you take cbairs 1 
Mrs. C. I met Charlotte walking this morning, but that was an bour ago. 

Sbe looked beautiful, and so thougbt her beau. 
R. H. What beau 1 
Mrs. C. Oh, a very pleasant one, and one who admires Cbarlotte more than 

words can express. 
I. H. \Vords can express a good deal. 
Mrs C. 'fhat depends on who uses them. You would express a good deal, 

ifyou put your talent to it, I am sure. 
J. H. Don't give me too much encouragement, or I may try it upon Miss 

Minetta. 
Mrs. C. Oh, Minetta is too obdurate. All her school friends are married off, 

and she won't quit her single blessedness. 
R. H. Bnt who is this brau of Cbarlotte'a-this admirer 1 
Mrs. C. Ob, a very clever, talenteu person indeeu, and a great friend of 

mine, Mr. Glumly. 
R. H. Mr. Glumly 1 why, where did he get acquainted with my daughter! 
Mrs. C. Oh, last evenin/!: at my house. He is there constantly. He comes 

to all our reading parties. Reads us his own verses, too, sometimes; he writes 
poetry like an angeJ. 

R. H. Made his acquaintance last evening, and joins her in Broadway this 
morning. No need of VansittnrL now, eh, Jacob. 

I. H. No, it seems not. 
(Enter JOHN.) 

John. The young ladies Bre both out, Ma'am. [Exit. 
Mrs. C. Ab! both out; I'm sorry. Good morning, gentlemen. 

[E:rit with Minetta. 
R. H. \Vell, Jacob, this Glumly stock is rising. Mrs. Campion praises 

everybody, and always has n lot of pet phenixes of her own, and on them she 
lays it on double. But tbe man must be an absolute idiot to talk as he did to 
Vansittart. 

J. H. I tell you, Robert, that was a coarse joke. It was bad taste, and bad 
enough to prejudice ns strongly against the man; but if he comes here, do not 
kick him out of doors. 

R. H. 'Veil, perhhps not. In the mean time do you take Mrs. Campion's 
hints, and lay siege to Minetta, the obdurate. 

J. H. I'll tbink about it. [Exeunt. 

SCENE n.-Room in the same. CHARLOTTE and MARY at a table, with book. 
and needle-work. 

Mary. Charlotte, why did'nt you go down to receive Mrs. Campion'. 
l'isit 7 

C. I was occupied here, and besides I don't like her. 
M. But you ought to like bel'. You are such a particular fnvorite of her8. 
C. Yes, 1 know. In her emphatic way, such aparteecular fllvol·ite.-So~ 

81'erybody else in tUrD. 
N. But you like Minetta. 
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C. Ye~, much better. She bas not the Slime faults as her mother. 
111. No, her mother has one that would fit her awkwardly.
C. Which one 1 
M. .i\lunreuvring to get her a husband. 
C. Yes, that is true. If Mrs. Campion would have been quiet, Minetta 

would have been married years ago. I wonder if she will succeed with uncle 
Jacob 1 

M. Aunt Minetta! That would sound oddly. But we migbt fare worse. 
Sbe is a nice enough girl and bas a fail' fortune. Uncle Jacob might do much 
worse. 

C. "That I dislike in Mrs. Campion, is her eternally talking to me about 
beanx. 	 Beaux-beaux-I hote the word, don't you, 1\1ory 1 

lI'I!lry. \Vhy so, deal' Charlotte 1 
C. It is a vulgar, cant expression. It is worn out. It don't mean a ~entle

man now; it means a common fellow made fine for a holiday. Chambermaids 
bave beaux. 

11-1. l\1rs. Campion says, Mr. Glumly is a first rate beau. 
C. Yes, that makes it perfect. First rate beau-I shan't want to see him 

again these two months. 
M. She said the sume tbing of Hartington. That ought to conciliate you. 
C. No. I would a8 lipf she should have called him a jack-pudding. 
M. And the same of Rupert Huy; but that was to Papa. I wibh she bad 

,mid anythiug else, for Papa's whole objection to both him and Hartiugton might 
be summed up in that veJ'y idea. He thinks they are first rate beaux, and does 
110t believe they can ever be anything else. 

C. Ah, 1\1ary, don't let's talk about our troubles. 

(Enter HARTINGTON.) 

H'n. Good morning, ladies. 
C. &- M. Good morning, 1\1r. Hartington. 
M. We were just speaking of you.

n'n. Then you put me among troubles, for I caught the lost word. 

M. You are among our causes of trouble-you and Rupert Hay. But ifyC'u 

bad Rny grace about you, you would be thankful and not sarcastic. 
H·lt. Dear lady, so I am. But has anything Dew occurred? 
C. No. My father is a reasonRble man, and does not break out often into 

110velties. But he keeps up the old song
11-1. Ye are idle, ye are idle.-PbRraoh's ditty. 
R'n. It's very hard. \Vllat would he have me do, or Rupert Hay, eitberT 

We cannot make bricks. 
D. Not without straw. 

R'n, No, nor with straw, by any process I know of, 

C. Straw is figurative. It meaDS talents and industry.• M. And bricks are figurative. They mean money. 
B'n. And so I am to make money like bricks, before your father will sane

tion my pretensions here, (laking C's hand.) Is that it 1 
C. In some measure. But, Hartington, do not think me too calculating; 

but I really wish you hud 8 profession. 

R'n. Why, I profess a grent deal. 

M. But you do nothing, Rud my father hates you. I do believe it, he is 

civil to you, and indulgent and cCD6ding to us, but I believe he actually bates 
you. 

(Enter JACOB HOLLYlIUSH.) 

M. (runs to meet him.) Come in, uncle Jacob. Tbere, now, he proves 
what I was saying. Uncle, you see Mr. Hartington there 1 

J. R. Yes, certainly. 
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M. Well now, tell me the truth, don't you hate him 1 
J. H. Hate him! 
M. Yes, uncle, you understand me. Don't you detest him 1 abominate 

him! don't he make you sick! would'nt you like to choke him? 
J. H. Why, dear Mary, what possesses you 1 
M. Why, dear uncle, I hellrd you say all this of a group of young men at a 

party the other night. Mr. Hartiugton was not one, but he might, have been. 
J. H. No, )lary, he might not. L understand you now; but ~lr. Hartington 

is not one of the tribe I was abusing thnt night. 
JtI. "\Vhat's the difference 1 It was idleness you abused them for. 
J H . My good niece. thllse fellows mHke hourly publiChtion of their idleness. 

They are always in sight, and all their daily actions, aud ull then' ideas, too, 
might be prioted, if the reporters pleased, io the Herald. But I, think it would 
not pay. 

C. But this doE's not apply to :\11'. Hartington. 
J. H. No, certainly. i.\Ir. Hartington is seen in soeif'ty, but be lives his life 


with a certain reserve, which is his own. Neither you !lor I, nor the public, 

have the right to say he is idle. 


H'n. You see, 1\1 iss Mary, your uncle is a shrewd censor, but not an indis

crimiuate one. But Mr. HolI)bush, I suppose I know the person~ you point at, 

and I don't like them, but yet I don't particularly wish to choke them. 


J. H. Nor I, not literally; but there were two or three in the group in 
question who deserved it. Fellows once withont a rap, t.hat have married ugly 
heires es, anf) have associated ever since exclusively with horses, and two or 
three more that bide their time, in hopes to do the same. 

]Jr. One lUarried a very pretty heiress. 
J. H. Yes, and behaved worst of all-wasted her property and brok~ ber 

heart. I tell you, niece, this life of a young shllrk which your .Jcedy man of 
fashion leads, makes him intensely selfish; and when some gonerolls woman 
overlooks disparities from a l'omantic impulse, and marries him, she is sure t() 
rue it bitterly.


H'n. \Vell. I leave my character in your hands-I must be going. 

C. Which way 1 
H'n. I at!} going to look up Rupert Hay. I have not seen bim these three 

days.
M. Well, when you find him, you need not bring him here, you know. 

H·,n. I am perfectly a wore of that. [Exit. 

1..r. Ah, uncle Jacob, you are twenty years younger than Papa. Hartington 


Bnd Rupert Hay are no better in bis eyes than the young sharks you were de
scribing. 

J. H. Never believe it, Mory. Both those young men ore known to bave 
the meRns of living. 'rheir e"i~tence is not a mystery, like the fellows otle sees 
here and there, who have white gloves and saddle horses plenty, and nobody can 
contrive how they are poid for. 

C. I wonder what Papa would think of l\fr. Glumly. 
J. H. Very much what you would think of a l'attle~nake. How came you 

to kuow him 1 
C. 1 met him last night at Mrs. Campion's. 
J. H. So she told me. But bow come he to be introduced to you 7 
C. Oh. naturally enough-unavoidably, indeed-the party was~o small. But 

I had no ohjections.
J. H. 'Ve.I, it's no very great motter, but the man's reputlltion is a disngree

able one. He is a candalous aud insincere flatterer, and a bit ofa viper. 
M. Thllt is severe. 
J. H. Not too lIIuch so. He has been known to tal,e a spite ot a lady, and 

show her up in one of his cursed papers or lIIugnzines for a month together. 
That was in New-Orleans, but the fact is certain. 

C. That is odious, indeed. 
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J. H. Never mind. He ig said"to be amtl'<ing iu society and must be toler
ate(l, unless he should do something of the SHme sort Lere. 


]'.[. J hope we shall not fumi b the occa~ion. 


C. I hope not. Bllt come, let's go dress for dinner. Good-bye, uncle. 
J. H. Good-bye. 	 [Exeunt. 

SCENE IlL-RuPERT HAY'S rooms.-HAY and GLUMLY at tablf, as after 
dip-nero (ElIler HARTINGTON.) 

H'n. So, Rupert, wbere hRvn you been so long 7 
Hay. Ob, I hRd leIters to write, Rnd bave stirred abroad very little lately. 
H'n. I bave ordf'rs to send you to a certaiu lady. At least I am ordered 

Dot to brin.!< you to hel', which I suppose means I am to send you. 
Hay. Yes, I understRnd, I suppose. 
Glumly. We!1. I dou't; but don't let me detain you. 
Flay. \Vell, if you'll allow Hartington to take my place, I will leave you for 

an hour or two. 
GlulIIly. CertRinly, (pours out nine,) think DO more about us. AI'e you dis

disf'ngnged, Mr. Hm·tingtoD? rExit Hay. 
H'n. Yes; I believe so. LSits down. 
Glumly. Is it a secl'et, where our friend is gone? 
Frn. Yes. for the pl·esent it is-at least I canDot tell you. 
G. Mrs.-Campion is going to give a party. 

H'n. So I benr. A grand 1>R1i, nnd the first of the season. 

G. Grand balls are getting to be a serious IDatter. 

If·n. Yes, for people who havEl smuli houses. New-York is n large city. 

G. Tbere was a time wlwn all the well-bred and weli-dregsed people of 

New-York could be squeezed into two rooms; but I tbink tbe City HaJJ would 
hardly bold tbem DOW. 

R'n. \V hilt inducE'S Mrs. Campion to give a ball? 
G. It is Minetta's fifth winter-the wintel· of her discontent. 
H'n. But Minetta IS very pretty, aDd an heiress too, more or less. What 

needs she be discontellted ? 
G. Tbat is, why don't she console herself witb snme fine fellow. Marry 

you, or me, and bave done with it? Is that your question 7 
H'n. No. I qUE'stion the fact of her being disconteuted. 'Vhen one sees 

whnt a lottery marriage is for a woman, onemay believe that some are afraid of it. 
G. It's a 10ltery for us, too. 
H'n. But we choose our tickets, and we have a better list to choose from, too, 

than they, eVf"D if they could choose. '1 he women of America are immeasur
ably superior to the men. 

G. So [ told Mrs. Campion last night. But her husband contradicted me. 
I said ladies were mucb less rare tban gentlemen, and he did not conviuce me of 
the contrary . • R'n. I scarcely know him. He seems a dull, quiet man. 

G. So he does. But you must not judge rasbly. He tells me he once said 
a 	VP1'Y witty tbing. 


H'n. Indeed! What was it? 

G. Something that flashf'd upon bim at the moment. He had forgot what 

it was, but I took his word for it. 
H'n. He has one ~ood quality. He adores his wife. 
G. Yes, he told me she wos now in the flower of her R/l:o-at her perigee

at hAr most pel-fect point of de\'elopf'\Olent of mind aDd person. 
H'n. And what said you to that·! 
G. I said uothing. But I thought it was a prelty prospect for him for tha 

future. 
F1'11. Oh, he is reasonable. He 

" 	Docs not expect in December 
The flowers he gathers in J nne." 
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G. July. August-nay, Septembel' or October. Were you at the Opera 
on 	 Monday? 

H'n. No. 
G. Tbe Campions were there. Minetta bas a pretty mouth. 

H'n. Yes, but I never sbould have remarked thnt particularly nt tbe Opera. 

G. Oh, she makes it very conspicuous there. She puckers it up to show 

ber immense deligbt. She appears to be sucking the honey of the music, like 
Ophelia. 

H'n. \Vhy sbe dnes not know one tunl" from unotber. 
G. I know that-she told me sn herself. And \ et n week after, sbe began a 

rigmarole one dny to me IIbout contraltos and bassos, nnd the devil knows what, 
but full of entusymusy. I stopped her, and put ber in mind of ber confession. 

B'n. \Vhat did she say to that? 

G Oh, she got out of it well. She paused a minute. then laughed, and said 


wei •. you know we must talk this kind ofstuff. 

B'n. That is the principle that supports the Opera. 


(Enter RUPERT HAT.) 

Bay. Well, I've had my walk for my pains. Nobody visible. 

R'n. 'I.'h~t's odd; but you must not blame me. I really thought my ordera 


were positive. • 

Hay. I saw Vansittart. He wants to see you to-monow. 

G I like Vansittart. 

B'n. I did not know you liked anybody. 

G. I like Vansittnrt. He gives good dinners, when he gives any; no pre

tension; one or two persons j wine plenty. and he does not interrupt tbe con
versation. 

B'n. Why,you don't menn to slIY he can't talk? 
G. No, but he is dvil j he is good-natured enough, 01' fintterel' enougb always 

to give way when other people want to talk. It's astonisbi!!g the good-will he 
wins by it. 

Hay. All the Hollybusbes lilte him prodigiously. 
G. Yes-so I heflr; and be returns their admiration witb devotion. He 

shops for the ladies and picks up gossip, brinj(s news of the marl,ets and wbat 
not to the llien, and wouhl Wllsb dishes, run of erl'Rnns and black shoes, if they 
desire it. lIe is the walking shadow of a Hollybush. 

H·n. He iSIL very honest. respectable, sterlinj( fellow. 
G. No doubt of it. But be ought to respect bimself. Yesterday I amused 

myself with talking profanely to him abont tbat family, and saying I meant to 
milke my fortnne by maITying one of tbem. 

B'n. Indeed-and how did he tnke tbat? 
G. Indeed-upou my word-very much as you Beem to take it. It aston

ished him very decidedly. 

B'n. Some things ure really astonishing. 

G. So they are, to some people. I know An old gentleman who used to be 

cast into extacies e\'ery day by reading tbe Expre s. 'Twas his turn of mind; 
the older he grew tbe mOre he doated on it. Don't be angry. It was not Mr. 
Hollybush. 

H n. I presume not. 
G. Old age has some strnnge WRYS with it. To·dny I saw two old ladies at 

the crossing of It pnddle. One had got over and was l'rnching bnck to belp the 
otber. The other raised ber petticoats with one hnnd, then thought tbe step 
too lnng, Rnd walked round still bolding them up over dry ground. In the mean 
time her friend kept one Ilrm in the ail' to h elp her; it took a minute or two to 
get tbeir olll arms back to t heir places from any movement once mude . 

Hay. You are a close observer. . 
H'n. Did you not thiuk, while you were noting all thnt, that you migbt one 

day be old yourself? 
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G. Not an old woman. 
H'n. I won't guarantee that. There is no telling what yow love of gossip 

and showing up your frionds anti neighllours may come to at Just. 
G. Thnt's avage. It is time for lIle to go. [Exit. 

Hay. What's the use, Hal'tington 1 

H'7t. Damn the fellow. [Exeunt. 


SCENE IV.-!l1RS. C.\iUPION'S house. MRs. C. and MINETTA at a table with 
writing matclials . 

. Minetta. Give me some more envelopes. 
1Urs. C. There they 8re. 
~Iin. These have cards III ready in them• 
. Mrs. C. Yes, they only want the addresses. 
~lin. Read on. 
Mrs. C Mrs. Bottilow and Miss Bottilow. 
~fin. (writing on a n?te.) Very well. 
lJ-Irs. C. Mrs. Batterson /lnd the Misses Batterson. 
Min. Very well. 'Vhat a bost of women. 
Mrs. C. Yes, we shall want a great many beaux. 
Min. Go on. 
Mrs. C. MI'. and Mrs. Batterlay. That ends letter B. 
lJ-lin. (counting.) Twenty notes in letters A. and B. How many Damea 

are there in onr visiting list? 
Mrs. C. About a hundred and fifty. 
lJ-lin. And fifty or sixty beaux, will make two hundred invitations to send onto 

We shall invite at least foul' hundred people. 
~:rrs. C. N eal'er five. 
~lin. Three or foul' pecple promised to come this morning and help me 

write invitations. Oh, here is Mr. Jacob Hollybush. 

(Enter J. H.) 

J. H. Good morning, ladies. Can 1 be of any use 1 
Min. Yes, tnke this, and sit down aurl write those names on these notes. 

There, that finishes down to lettor S. Now I'll go on from these. Read, 
.mother. 

Jrfl's. C. Miss Sellison. 
11-lin. (writin,!l' a note.) I don't see the use of inviting her. 
~:rrs. C. Why not? 
l~[in . She is not ornamental, and she is not agreeable, and she never gives 

parties herself. People that move in society ought to contribute in some way 
to its pleasures. 

J. H. l\liss SeUison is my aversion.
t 1Ilin. I knew it. I was abusing her to please you. 

J. H. You have a singular faculty, Miss Minf'tta, of saying and doing things 
that please me. If I should begiu to thank you for it, 1 don't know where I 
should stop. 

Min. Suppose yOy try, and go O!l till I stop you. 
J. H. Not before witnesses. 

(Enter MRS. DUBARRE and GLUMLY. Salutations exchanged.) 

Min. Oh, Mrs. Dubarre, we are almost done. How come you so late 1 
~Irs. D. Oh, ~:Ir. Glumly would have me to stop at the Art Union. But 

the pictures are balf gone. 
lJ.Iin. MI'. Glumly, you drew a picture, did Dot you 1 
G. Yes, one of Cole's-it is capital. 

ilRn. You will bave MI'. Van,ittal't to see you. He is picture mad. 

G. Very like, but he has seen this, you know, at the Uninn. 
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Min. (ha"inl{ addressed notes from time to time with the list of names in her 
• hand. stops and hands it to her mOlher.) Mother shall we Ilsk that lady 1 

AIrs. D. What lady 1 Corne, no mysteries here; we'Jl all give you an 
opinion. 


Min. Mrs. Vindoboni, Jane Brinton, you know. 

Mrs. D. Why not 1 

Min. Nobody knows anything about her husband . 

.Mrs. D. Then nobody knows any harm of him. 

J. H. Yes-I do. 

Mrs. G. What is it 1 

J. H. He is poor. 
l:1. So am I. 

Mrs. C. We won't exclude you on that account, any wily. 

Mrs. D. No, the rich in brains Halleck says, are a strong antithesis to the 


poor in pocket. 

Min. Well, there's a nato for the Vindobonis. Mr. and Mrs. Weeple

Mrs. C. Leave them out. 

Mrs. D. Why so? thl\Y have a fine bouse. 

J. H. And they 8re very decent, quiet people. 
G. If they are quiet, they are so far well bred. 
Ml·s. C. Tdon't like people blazing out so suddenly. And they say the 


,\\reeples came out of a rat-hole. 

G. They did, and they brought a Lighted candle. It would bave been wiser 


to emerge by degrees. 

J. H. Come, come, I give my vote for tbe 'Veeries. There's a note for 


them. They have cash, 8nd they are willing to spend it; and tllere is no special 

objection to them. (Lookin/{ over the notes in the basket.) So, old Tom 

Puriney gets an invitation. I should like to know what for? 


Mrs. C. So should 1. 
J. H. Tom has so established tbe fact that be goes everywhere, that now 


you can't leave him out. He circulates on the merits of the good wine and 

venison he has consumed. 


G. Pudney is the resirlunm of n tbousand dinners. 
J. H. Exactly; or ten thousand as the case may be. But what is this? here 

are twenty or thirty notes not directfld. 

Min. Oh, those are for !\Ir. Brown. 

J H. Thirty notes to one gentleman 1 

Min. Yes; anrl yet he is not illl·ited. 

J. H. Why, who is !\lr. Brown? 

lllrs. D. Oh. 1\11'. Hollybush. don't expose your ignorance. 

Mrs. C. He is Sacristan of Grace Church. 

Mrs. D. Seneschal. 

Min. Marshnl-ol', more quaintly, beadle. 

G. Vulgarly, sexton. 
J. H. I'm adrift, more thnn ever. 

Mrs. C. Why, 1\11'. Hollybush, there are two sorts of men in society. 

J. H. At least. 
Mrs. C. Yes, but this is the grand divisiou-gentlemen and Mr. Brown', 


men. 

J. H. Well, the gentlemen I know; now who are Mr. Browu's men 1 ,
1Jlr$. C. Why. you know, 1\11'. Brown takes out the invitations. 'Veil, we 


send him nt the snme time on OI'der for thirty beaux, or as many as we want, 

and the notes with it. Well, he invites them from his list. Those are 1\11'. 

Brown's mlln. 


J. H. He keeps the list, nnd puts oames on and off as he pleases. 
Mrs. C. Certainly; according as they behave. Now, the r;entlemen who 


come to my party know my lilmily, and obSE'l've some rules of politf'ness ill 

.peaking to me when they come in, and in calling afterwards. But Mr. Hl'own's 
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men are under no such ohligations; they come and I!O like the Iiddll'!Ts; they 
are of use in the dance, and they get tbeir pay ont of the supper, and thero is an 
end. 

J H. \Vhat a beautiful and independent position! 

Mrs. D. Well, this seems to be all done. 

linn. All but the seHling. 

Mrs. D. Well, YOIl and Mr. Hollybush can do that. I Wllnt your mother 


and Mr. Glumly to walkout with mo. 
llIrs. C. 
l1-[rs. D. 

Shopping? 
Yes. 

lIIrs. C. \Vith pleasure. I have something to do myself; come this wily; 
my hat is bplow. Be Vb!"y prudish with M[·. Hollybush, Minetta. 

Min. Yes, mamma. lE:reunt Mrs C., Mrs. D., and Glumly. 

(MINETTA brings a lighted candle and sealing wax.) 

J. FI. Now. Miss Minetta, there are DO witnesses. 
lI:1in. No, but all you say now must be sealed to. 
J. H. No doubt (takes her hand and kisses it.) This is a seal and also a 

sign. 	 I hope you understand it. 
Min. I don't, indeed. 
J. H. I'm sorry. I have much to say to you, if you only would understand 

me; but if you begin by refusing, I despair. 
Min. I don't refuse. But really I can't guess riddles. I'd ratber go on 

seoling my notes. 
J. H. Minetta, you are right. You cannot guess riddles, and I ought not to 

expect. it of you. But I am agitated. anxious. (Takes her hand .) r ask you for 
this hand, Minetta. You understand me now. Give me a gentle answer . 

.l\.Iin. \Vhat do you offer me in exchange for it? 
J. H. A thousand thanks, in the lirst place, that you do not withdraw it. I 

offer n whole heart Rnd the devotion of a life . 
.l\.'Ii1t. 	 It shall be yours. I am sure you will give me more than it is worth. 

lJ. H. falls on his knees. Scene closes. 

SCENE V.-Another room in CAMPION'S house. Mr. Campion walking up and 
down. Rings the Bell. 

Mr. C. Robert. 
(Enter ROBERT.) 

R. Sir? 

Mr. C. When did 1\1rs. Campion go out? 

R. About two hours since, sir. 

Mr. C. Did she say wben sne would be borne? 

R. She is home, sir; sbe came in half an hour ago. 

Mr. C. Oh, call her then, and send up dinner. I am in a hUITY· 

R. Yes, sir. [Exit 
Mr. O. Shopping, no doubt. Bill~ to come in at dioner time-bundles to be 

unpacked, and examined, and pa:d for, while the soup gets cold. 

(Enter Mrs. C.) 
Mrs. C. Oh, my dear Josey, I have the greatest news for you. 
llfr. C. Well, dear, out with it. 
lIIrs. C. What do you think has happened? 
Mr. C. The devil! I don't know-wby don't you tell me, or else let it 

alone? 
lIIrs. C. Only guess, now-guess once, and I'll tell you. 
llfr. C. Guess. tbe devil! what cursed nonsense, to nsk a mnn to guess w bat 

has hllppened. Speak out, YOll great baby, and don't humbug. 
lI-Irs. C. Minetta's engaged. 
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.Mr. C. Engnged !-that is news indeed, but to whom 1 

1"frs. C. Guess. 

}tIro C. Guess! Damnation, Mrs. Campion, (raisint? hi., fist,) tell me at 


once. who it is. Is this an ocasion to trifle with me 1 Is it Jacob Hollybush 1 

}tIl's. C. Yes 
Mr. C. A good, sound. sensible choice-a thorough going honest fellow, a 

true gentleman-a man of established character and fortune. 
Mrs. C. Oh, I'm oveljoyed. 
Mr. C. When did this take place 1 
Mrs. C. This morning. I left them together sealing notes for the party, and 

when I came back an hour afrer. there was the candle burnt down almost to the 
socket-not a note sealed, and Minetta in a brown study. all alone. 

Mr. C. \Vell . 
.Arrs. C. \Vell, and she told me nil abont it, and I kissed her and blessed 

h('l'. Rnd told her 1 hoped she would be happy• 
.AIr C. That was all very proper. 
Mrs. C. Then I tool, all these notes of invitations and put them in the fire, 

for what's the nse of our giving parties after Minetta's engaged? 
Mr. C. By Jove, that showed presence of mind. But it won't do to give 

the public that reason. 
Mrs. C. No, and so I'm going to put it on aunt Rossie'S death. 
Mr. C. Nobl)dy knows WA hnd such an aunt. 
Mrs. C. No, but we will tell them; and I have charged Minnetta that her 

eQgagement must be kept secret a week. 

(Enter ROBERT.) 

R. Dinner is on the tahle, sir. 

Mr. C. Very well. Call Miss Minetta. [Exeunt. 


ACT II. 

SCENE I.-GLUlI1LY'S Apartments. GLUMLY alone. (Enter VANSITTAR'r.) 

G. Oh, Mr. Vansittart, I'm glad to Sf'e you. Somebody told me you would 
soon be along this way to Sf'e my new picture. 

V. Oh, it is not that. I've seen it often. But I want to borrow from you 
a volume of Retsch's Outlines. 

G. With pleasul·e. (Tal..es down the book and gives it hUIt.) How is the 
weather out? 

V. It don't actually rain yet. 
G. When have you seen Hartington 1 
V. I saw him yesterday. 
G. Do you know, I have strong suspicions that Hartington is going in for 

one of the Miss HOllybushes 7 
V. He could not do a better thing. 
G. But would be succeed 1 
V. I can't say that. I am the old man's counsel-not the young ladies'. 
G. The old man will have a word to say in that matter I fancy, and per- y 

haps his counsel too. If I had designs there, I would pay well fol' your good
wOl'd. 

V. Thank you; but you mny rely on it, it would not be of any use to you. 
(Looks out at tll~ window.) It rains a little. I must COVAl' up this book. (1'akes 
out his handkerchief, and, pulls out with tt a note which falls on Ihe jloor.) Good 
morn in/!o [E.ril. 

G. He cut that pretty short. But he don't deny that Hartington is in for 
it. (Sees tlte note and picks it up.) .A.h, what's this? (Reads.) •. Dear V
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I have just hnd another talk with HIIY, and he urges me to write you again. 
'Ve must have the rnont'y. Clln you raise it for us Ly 'nlUrs(lay? Yours, 
Hartinl(toll." Now, hE'l'e's somethin!1: But where's V IInsiltanl (Looks out at 
the window.) Still stRllding ill the door. (Calls.) Holln, Vunsittart, come up, 
and 1"11 give you an umbrella. 

(Re-enter V ANSITTART.) 

G. 1 would have brought it down, but J wanted to ask you if I had got this 
picture in tbe right light. Thert'-(moves him back and fo·rilL /)efore the picture, 
ancl takes an opportunity to slip the note into his pocket.) \Vhat do you think? 

V. It could not be better. 
G. I'm glad you think so. Won't you stay awhile? It rains fast. 
V. No; than k you. I have an appointment. [E~it. 
G. There. He little thillks he has told me that secret. Now let us con

sider what use can be made of it. (Sits down.) [Scene closes. 

SCENE n.-OLD HOLLYJlUSn's house. OLD H. at table as after dinner. 
J Acon H. going out. 

O.H. Jacob! 
J.B. What, brother? (,·eturning.) 
O.H. You'll be here ogain bye and bye. 
J. H. Yes; we ought to go to Vansittart's office this afternoon. 
O.H. Very well. 

(Enter JOHN with a card.) 

John. The gentleman is waiting below, sir. 
O. H. Is he 1 (hands the card to J. H.) What do you think ofthat 1 
J. H. Mr. Glulllly! I dOll't know. Did he ask for you 1 
O. H. Yes; it seems so. Eh, John 1 

John. Yes, sil'o 

O. H. Show him up. Has he rome to ask for my crazy dnughtor 1 
J. H. Nonsense, Robert. I have seen tlle mlln a good deHI within the last 

day or two, Bnd he is not the fool that Vansittart made hiro out. 
O. H. Very well. We shull see. [E~'it Jacob. 

(Enter GLunILY.) 

G. 1\1r. Hollybush, I beg pardon; perhaps I am intruding at an inconve
nient time. 

O. H. Not at all, sir. Pray be seated. Did you wish to speak with me, 
sir 1 

G. Yes, sil'o I wisb to ask the favor of a little advice from you. But I 
suppose you arB often lroubled in this WRY, and yo~ ought to b~ allowed to 
choose your own hours to attend to sllch requests. 

O. H. I am quite ot your service now, sir. If tbe matter in question is one 
whel'e my advice cnn be useful to you, you shall have it. 

G. I believe. sil', you are a director in the Quondac Iron and Coal Com
pany ; Are YOll not 1 

0. H. Yes, sir. 
G ft is not for myself I Rsk the question. If I were to invest my own 

mOl1E'Y. I think I lwow enough about the Company now not to hesitate. But I 
am called on to advise another. That is a more delicate mutter you know, sir. 

O. H. Yes, sir. 
G. There is a widow lady, a friend of mine, who hns $3,000 to invest, and 

the stock of this Company has been recommended to her, partly, I believe, on 
the strength of your example. 
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O. H. I took $10,000. " 
G. So we beard; and my friend hearing thAt, was disposed to invllst her 

little fllnd at ouce. But I persullded her to let me come lind see you first. and 
ask you wbether you thou~ht thllt stock one of those sure things to which those 
who CllOnot bear a loss ought to confine themselves? 

O. H. I think it V(\l'y good and very safe stock. 
G. Yes, sir; but pardon me; a man with mAny investments made with 

judgment, may regard them all together as safe, und be quite right. But he 
would perhaps not risk the whole amnunt of all upon anyone. Or, if he did, he 
would choose with an eye tn absolute safety. 

O. H. Certainly. \ 
G. WeH, sir, now this stOell offers a prospect of pretty large profit. I am 

not a merchant, but I have un idea that a widow, with littlo to venture, ought 
to be shy oflarge profits; that there must be rbk with them. 

O. rIo You are right there, sir; and though I consider Quondac stock safe, 
I think a good bond ond mortgllge safer. 

G. That is just wbat I wished to knnw. (Rising.) I thank you, sir. I ad
vised my friend so, and now she will take my advice. The education of ber 
son, lind his first start in life, depeud in a manner on this fund. 

O. H. Two things she ought not to put at risk. Though as for a first start 
in life, a young man of tile l'ight sort of stuff makes a very good start witb 
nothing. 

G. Many do, sir. But others find means to gilt on with nothing, and end 
in nothing. How they Jive upon it, is a mystery I never could see into; but 
they do it, Rnd live well. 

O. H. That mystery, MI'. Glumly, is to be explained by one word, debt, or 
sometimes you may add another, gamhling. 

G. It is very odd. I made a discovery tbis moming which illustrates what 
you say, ~1t-. Hollybush, as if it bad been invented for the pu..pose. I learned 
by chance tbdt two friends of mine-fashionable, elegant young men about 
town, living like men of eRsy menns, though I nevel' knew exactly how-were 
makin!!: an urgent application, through another friend, to procure a private loan 
of money. But I beg pardon, I have detained you too long. Good day, sir. 

O. H. Good day, sir. [E.rit G. 

(Enter JACOB H. at another door, as having waited therefor G. to go.) 

J. H. Well, how do you like him? 
O. H. Pretty well, considering the prejudice I had against him. But 


Jacob, did you hear his last words? 

J. H. Yes. 
O. H. \Vhom does he mean, do you suppose? 
J. H. I don't know. 
O. H. Two friends of his, borrowing money together. That must be Hay 


and Hartington. 

J. H. Hartington is very little his friend. 
O. H. It is them he means, and through Vansittart. I'll find out more 


about this. If those young men are keeping ailoat by borrowing, they are not 

the men for my sons-in· law. 


J. H. Poh, poh; don't be savage. It may be a lie altogether, or it may 

mean some one else. Besides, did you never bol'l'oW money yourself? 


O. H. Not to buy white gloves Rnd opera tickets. 
J. H. \Yell, well. Let's go to Vonsittart's. [Exeunt. Scene closes. 
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POP U L A R P 0 R T R A. IT S W IT n PEN AND PEN elL. 

HON. WILSON SHANNON, LATE GOVERNOR OF OUlO. 

BrOGRAPHICAL sketchp.s of distinguished men are useful in proportion 
to their truth and fidelity. Inflated eulogy and exaggerated plaitle neither 
do honor to the individual whose life is portrayed, 1I0r excite emulation in 
those for whom the sketch is drawn. That man whose life is not its 
own eulogy. and does not seal its own character, without the rhetorician's 
aid, had better pass unnoticed, than to be exposed to public view. It is 
under the full force of these truths, that we venture to trace some of the 
prominent features of the life and character of WILSON SDANNON, in the 
hope that the picture presented will strike all who know him as an hon
est copy from nature j and that its harmony and moral beauty will be at
tractive to the young, and induce them to admire the virtues, persever
ance, and personal characteristics which it feebly represents-stimulating 
them to the love of virtue, of true patriotism, and of moral dignity,-and 
tbat they may thus be honorably animated in the pursuit of fame. 

Among the interestiug pictures of "Western life," we find a family 
growing up in the" backwoods" of Ohio-houseless, homeless, parent
less, liviug in the midst of a dense wilderness, surrounded by the ulltamed 
beasts of the forest, and for many long yeaTS without the advantages of soci
ety, schools, churches, or public improvements, and yet most eminently 
successful in all they undertook. It Will be seen that they were estimable 
in all that is patriotic, virtuous, and philanthropic, whether on the battle 
field, or in the councils of the state or nation. And the youngest of the 
group, (the object of this sketch,) who is now on his way to California, 
has seen the <, Buckeye State" grow up, with himself, from a rude forest, 
to a great and civilized commonwealth, with cultil'ated fields in every 
direction-with towns and flourishing cities-with a vast trade-uy which 
Ohio has become the granary and star of the West, possessiug over two 
millions of industrious, prosperous and bappy souls. 

The father of this interesting family, James Sh3unon, was born in
• 	 Pennsylvania, of Irish parents. He was among the first of that ,< immor

tal band" who took up arms in the struggle for American Independence; 
be served during the entire Revolutionary war, and shared, 3S a soldier 
and patriot, with his compeers, the dangers and privations of a camp, and 
equally participated in the tumult of battle, and in the shouts of victory. 

After the war, he llIovpd to Ohio county, Virginia.. and thence to what 
is nolV Belmont county, Ohio, and located in the forest. This venerable 
patriarch, while 011 a hunting excursion in the severe willter of Jo03, 
was frozen to death in the woods, leaving a widow and nine children to 
mourn their irreparable IORS. 

The ftmily possessed no real estate, and only a few articles of personal 
property. such as appertain solely to the most iudigent pioneers. But 
from poverty, and the humblest position in life, the SODS have ri "en to 
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stations of honor and distinction. by their own industry, energy and pro
bity; and their example may be imitated, whether amid the tempest of 
war, or where our skies smile in the "rainbow of peace," without dero
gating from the dignity of human nature. 

George, the eldest brother, crossed the Rocky Mountain8 in 1802,-'3, 
with the expedition of Lewis and Clark, under the auspices of President 
Jefferson. He returued after an absence of three years. On a second 
trip, while exploring the Missouri. he lost a leg in a pitched battle with 
the savage tribes. He returned home, educated himself, studied law in 
Philadelphia, and had a lucrative practice in Lexington, Ky., where he 
was chosen District Attorney, which office he held seven years. lIe was 
then elected for three years to the legislature from Fayette county; after 
which he held the office of Judge of the Supreme Court for seven years. 
He then moved to l\lissouri, and was appointed District Attorney for the 
United States; afterwards elected to the legislature from St. Charles 
county, but he died prior to the time he was to occupy his seat. 

Thomas served at the head of a company of volunteers. d\lring the war 
of 1812. He was elected, for many years, to each branch of the Ohio 
legislature. and represented Eel mont county in Congress. 

John, another brother, served a long time with distinction, in the war 
of 1812. 

J ames entered the regular army, was cbosen ensign. and served during 
the last war with Great Britain. At its close, he commenced the study of 
law, pnctised with success in Wheeling, Va.• was elected for two years 
to the General Assembly, and then sent as Minister, by Gen. Jackson, to 
Guatemala. He died on the coast of Honduras. 

David was a printer boy for some time. He then studied law, went to 
Florida. took charge of the territorial govp.rnment under Gen. Jackson, " 

was created Judge. and died at Pensacola, universally regretted. 
WILSON SHANNON, the youngest brother, was born in Belmont county. 

Ohio, Feb. 24, 1802. When a boy, be labored. with his mother at 
borne, to gain a livelihood; and, until 1818, assisted in subduillg the 
forest. i' He was then sent, by an older brother, to A thens College, 
where he remained one yp.ar; thence he was removed to Transylvania 
University, at Lexington, Ky., where he remained two yeam. He then 
settled in St. Clairsville, his present residence j and, in 1822, commenced 
the study of law, persevered despite every obstacle in his path, became 
acquainted with all the branches of his profession, mastered the great 
principles that lie at the foundation of all our political. civil and reli
gious rights. and comprehended and conquered the details of an abstruse 
IIcience, though covered with the dust and rubbish of centuries. 

When he began the practice of law, he gained an enviable name by his 
talents, sterling honor, republican habits and success. He took a com
mon sense view of life, countenanced no evil-minded clients, kept up a 
just equipoise of his passive impressions and active principles, and 
always deliberated with caution, and acted with a prudence that has ever 
distinguished him in the busy scenes of life. He was, therefore. never 
precipitate in forming or expressing opinions, and of course not preci

• He often speaks of Ihe rime. when !\ mere boy. ofhis going 18 miles down to St. 
Clair.ville. with a littlo bag of ginseng; and of bis first purcbase of a hat and knife with 
the proceedR of his labor, aud wben he Celt as proud of bis succesa. as if he had won a 
world of wealth. 
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pitale in changing them. His theories are based on facts, and their 
truth is known by their practical application. His aim has been to en
large his sphere of usefulness, by obtaining a knowledge of mankind; 
and, relying on his own judgment and experience, which are brought to a 
logical test, he is never taken unawares at tbe bar, or in his addresses 
before large public bodies. 

.. 

He lays down his premises, based on facts admitted by all; argues 
closely every point; uttcrs his sentiments in a bold, emphatic manner; 
grapples suddenly with his subject; becomes fiuent, but not verbose; 
learned, but not pedantic; strong, but never coarse; and logical, with
out any attempt to mislead; nor does he even attempt to excite the pas
sions; but they are often drawn into action by the warmth of his manner, 
and the soundness of his arguments. Dignified and impressi\'e at all 
times, his ennobling views of man and nature, and of sound principles, 
are always heard with profound attention and delight. Having no per
sonal enemies, he wins all hearts by his frank, manly and courteolls de
meanor. He has a copiousness of ideas, but not generally of words; and 
every 'speech teems with the thoughts of a comprehensive mind, and with 
point. All is vigor, truthfulness, and strength. He has a keen relish for 
humour, under a quick perception of the ludicrous; and yet he is rarely, 
if ever, satirical; for his disposition is too amiable to wound, and his 
conduct being ever guided by acts of kindness and generosity. If he is 
ever severe, pungent, and apparently loses himself, it is when vice has 
triumphed over virtue, and when a guilty criminal thinks he has so adroit
ly laid his schemes, that no trace is left, or connection is to be found, be
tween the cause and the unavenged wrongs he has perpetrated-then it is 
that on diss«:cting the evidence, and laying bare the culprit, that Gov. S. 
is indeed terrible. His lofty frame towers-his brows expand with a proud 
defiance that causes the guilty wretch to tremble at the merited exposure, 
and the retribution that must inevitably follow the outburst of that voice, 
sentiment and feeling, which is riveting conviction on the jury, court, and 
auditory. 

In Itl32, Mr. S. was nominated by the Democratic party for Congress; 
and although ahead of his ticket at home, and in a strong Federal couuty, 
he was defeated by a few votes in the district. In 1t'3;J, he was nomina
ted for Prosecuting Attorney, when that office was placed in the hands of 
the people, and he was elected by 1,100 majority. In 1835, he was re
elected without opposition. 

• In 1837, the St. Clairsville Gazette announced his name for the office 
of Governor; and at the Democratic Convention, held in Columbus, Jan. 
8, 1838, he was selected out of a number of older candidates from among 
a body of men of fine talents and exalted purity of character, to he the 
standard bearer to lead on our legions against Mr. Vance, the strong man 
of the Federal party-the personal friend and protege of Henry Clay. 
Bilt Mr. Shannon, after personally visiting and addressing the people of 
nearly every county in Ohio, was elected by about 6,000. He boldly took 
ground against the Federal doctrine, that "our currency should be 
expanded to-day, and contracted to-morrow." He advocated a revenue 
tariff, the indepeudellt treasury system, and an ecollomical administralion 
of the government. He had long opposed a latitudinarian construction 
of the constitution, by which means the Federal party could foist on the 
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country protective tariffs, national banks, au' n of bank and state, and 
intermeddle with the domestic institutions of sovereign sister states, and 
squander money, by largesses on states or individuals, for internal im
provements that were not recognized by the constitution, by wise laws, 
or sound policy. 

From the tilDe he was elected Governor of Ohio, he labored with assi
duity to improve the currency; encouraged agriculture, and the me
chanic arts; fostered und aided public improvements of general advantage, 
and sought out men who would extend the benefits of primary schools, 
and promote virtue, patriotism and intelligence. It is to instruction, 
conveyed cheaply to every dwelling, and a prompt administratIOn of wisely 
enacted laws, that he looks as the sole reliance for the stability of our 
Union, its glory and its strength, and our physical, moral, and political 
prosperity. 

In 1840, Gov. S. was again nominated by the largest Democratic Con
vention ever held in Ohio, without a single opposing voice; but he was 
defeated by Mr. Corwin, by about 16,000, when .Mr. Van Buren lost Ohio 
by over 2.!,000 votes. 

In 1842, Gov. S. was again nominated for the gubernatorial office, 
without a dissen ting voice, and was pressed forward as a candidate when 
his private affairs would scarcely justify it. But he manfully armed himself 
for the struggle, traversed the state in person, addressed vast crolVds of 
his fellow-citizens, and was triumphantly elected over Mr. Corwin, his 
competitor, by nearly 3,500 majority. W hen Gov. S. headed the Demo
cratic ticket, he always carried Ohio. He has a strong hold on the af
fections of her people, who always found him among the fir8t in the ad
vancement of the common good, and in the promotion of the interests of 
all. Known for his honesty, his correct business habits, his benevolence 
and goodness of heart, well-directed perseverance and energy of charac
ter, he has received the credit and praise to which, by his labors and 
worth, he was so justly entitled. 

In 1844, Gov. :::l. was in f,H'or of the nomination of Gen. Cass for the 
presidency, and he addressed a large mass meeting in Columbus, the first 
public one in the United States, announcing that distinguished civilian 
for that important office. 

In the spring of the same year, President Tyler, without any solicita
tion or kn()\v/edge on the part of Gov. S., tendered him the mission to 
Mexico, wbich, after cOllsulting with the best men of the Democratic 
party, he accepted, and in May he resigned his post as Governor, and 
immediately left home, but not without tbe warmest wishes and expres
sions of the public for his safety while abroad, and his return in uninter
rupted health. 

Gov. S. having reached Vera Cruz, determined on making a visit 
to the Castle of Perote, that he might see, for himself, the Texan 
prisoners who were immured in its miserable dungeons. lIe accordingly 
went there, and found JOJ prisoners confined in six rooms, and person
ally visited each one. He found many of the men almost entirely naked, 
and all of tham in a most destitute condition. He assured them I hat he 
would use all the means in his po wer to procure an order for their re
lease, and left them in tears of gratitude and joy, for they had confidence 
that he would exert himself in their behalf. 

He reached the city of Mexico, and immediately addressed a letter to 
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Santa Anna, President of that Republic, urging, in the strongest term, 
the release of the Texan troops, on the score of humanity, duty, and gra
titude, for that he had himself been liberated, when his own life was hov
ering on the cast of a die. Santa Anna replied in a friendly note, but 
his answer was evasive. 

The follo~ing week, GOI'. S. was formally presented to Santa Anna, 
and recognized as Minister Pleuiputentiary. At this interview, Gen. Santa 
Anna gave him a verbal. invitation to visit the palace at any time that 
might ~uit his convenience. Gov. S. accordingly availed himself of 
the offer, and went as soon as he prudently could, and was received in a 
friendly manner. On drawing Gen. Santa Anua to the case of the 
Texans, they had a conversation of about an hour, when Santa Anna re
lented, and gave an order for the release of all the Texan prisoners, 
wherever confined within the domains of Mexico. By virtue of this order, 
Gov. S. had the gratification of seeing 120 men released from the most 
horrid dungeons, where they had been confined for years, and anti
cipating daily new tortures, or death itself. This eminently successful 
mission of love and humanity, on the part of Gov. S., has been gratefully 
remembeled by the fortunate men, who thns escaped narrowly with their 
lives, and by their families, as their correspondence most feelingly 
depicts. 

The agitation of the question of the annexation of Texas to the United 
States rendered the situation of Gov. S. an unpleasant, as well as a most 
critical one. The government of Santa Anna was tottering to its base. 
It was, shortly after the arrival of Gov. S., overthrown. The people and 
government were in arms, and a dreadful revolution gorng on. Nothing 
could he accomplish with either side; and when the news reached Mexico 
that Texan annexation had been consummated, and that the Mexican 
minister at Washington city had demanded and received his passports, 
the' government suspended all intercourse of a diplomatic nature with the 
United States; and as the presence of Gov. S. could be no longer useful 
to our citizens, or his own government, he asked and obtained permissioll 
to return home, which he did in July, 1845. 

On arriving at Washington he was received with great favor, and ably 
set forth our relations with Mexico, predicting that war was inevitable on 
the part of ilIexico, and that we should prepare forthwith ,to meet her 
on the sanguinary field. On reaching St. Clairsville, Gov. S. was publicly 
received by his fellow-citizens of all parties; and, in answer to their ad
dress, he feelingly contrasted our own happy and exalted land-our wise• 
and liberal institutions, and our prosperity, with the military despotism of 
Mexico-her oppressed and tax-ridden population-their ignorance aud 
privations, the puulic plunder, and daily connivance of murder, which 
characterized her rulers and soldiery. 

From It345 to this time, Gov. t:lhannon has been engaged in his pro
fessional duties. adorning his homestead and educating his children. 
Last year he took the field for Gen. Cass, traversed the state of Ohio, 
visited two or three 8tates, and aided in swelling the democratic vote for 
that distinguished patriot and erudite scholar. The change of thousands 
from the vote polled in the month preceding, in the counties he canvass
ed, proved that his labors were not without their reward. 

Perhaps no man, who has mingled as much as Gov. S. in the political 
excitements of the day, ever possessed so enviable a personal reputation; 
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for on all God's earth we know of no man who is not his warm personal 
friend, unless it be some who are actuated by an envy as base as unwor
thy the true and t:lignified character of the truly great; and, in his de
parture from the far west, society has realized an irreparable loss, and the 
democracy of Ohio an advocate that can nevrr be replaced. 

Under the auspices of Gov. S., a company of young and active men 
have gone to California, where they intend to labor at mining, and 
developing republican principles-thus setting an example of industry and 
patriotism for others which they the::nselves acquired from the spirit of 
their leader in the enterprise. 

With this imperfect but truthful sketch of Gov. Shannon, we would 
add a few remarks. 

He is a well-formed man, somewhat stoutly built, with an animated, 
intelligent countenance; a bright. penetrating eye; a large and active 
brain; a clear perception; a retenti"e memory, and an unerring judgment. 
In his manners he is eJsy, frank, and cordial, and deeply attached to 
friends, children, and home. He has firmness in carryillg out his plans; 
great concentration of mind; is methodical in business; and possesses 
sufficient self-esteem, caution, and conscientiousness, love of order, 
generosity, and a full development of the intellect, with all that presup
poses a man of generou sentiments, noble emotions, sound judgment, and 
profound thonght. He is abstemious, temperate, and frugal; and dis
ciplined to the strictest habits of self-denial, so indispensable to a correct 
life and an nnclouded mind. He has no selfishness in his nature, and 
reposes confidence in truth, and in the patriotism of the people. He 
speaks directly to the head, and less to the heart. His public career has 
never been controlled by private esteem or personal affection. Inflexible 
in duty, he performs it without asking: "What have I to gain thereby 1" 
He is no politician, in the modern sense of the term, for he despises 
trickery and indirection, and would wield but one wenpon for Bucce"s
downright, naked truth. He detests all secrecy in managing public 
affairs-all sophistry to delude the people; and looks alone to measures, 
and not to men, to secure good government and the blessings of liberty. 
He is admired as a man and friend-beloved as a parent-esteemed as a 
virtuous statesman and sound repUblican. Like General Jackson, whom 
he resembles in many traits of character. he would scorn to do a wrollg, 
and would never submit to one. To the youth of Ollr country we caD 
confidently say: .Abi tn etfuc similiter-Go thou and do likewise. 
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THE PROTECTIONIST PROPHET, AN ENLIGHTENED ENVOY. 

A~toNG the singular anomalies that the aspect of the political world 
presents at this moment, is the fact, that republican and free-trade 
America is rep\'esented at the free-trade Court of St. James by a 
thorough.paced protertionist, whose enormous wealth has been accu
mulated through the aid of laws based on principles which the people 
of the United States abjured fo\'ever ill the election of Mr. Polk, and 
which England has, in the repeal of the Navigation Laws, finally erased 
from her statute-books. The man, who, originally a free-trader, be
came, as usual with apostates, the most rancorous opponent of com
mercial freedom, and the most obsequious solicitor for government aid, 
where thrift would" follow fawning," is selected to represent America 
at the moment when free· trade principles have bec.ome fixed, and pre
seots his credelltials to tbe Court ofSt. James, at the moment wben the 
latit vestige of protection is being struck from the statute-books. At 
the moment when great questions of international interest are pre
sented for discussion, an American minister appears, noted only for 
the rancour with which:he bas assailed foreigners, and the unscrupulous
ness with which he has urged proximate non-intercourse. 'fhere is, 
however, nothing in the history of Mr. Lawrence which will lead to 
the inference, that former avowals of principle will in any degree in
terfere with the expediency of the moment. How far, however, bis 
published letters will tend to procure for his government respect 
abroad, may admit of doubt. 

In the muoth of January, 1846, Mr. Abbott Lawrence, of Boston, 
addressed two letters of somewhat singular character to Mr. vVilJiam 
C. R.ives. of Virginia, ostensibly upon the subject of the" R.esources of 
Virgi.nia," but actually intended as arguments in favor of the tariff of 
'42, suited to the southern market. 

I 


In tbese papers many strange views were mingled with bold prophe

cies, that speak little when tested by events for the sagacity of the 

new envoy. 


In his letter of January 16, 1846, page 8 of the pamphlet, Mr. 

I 
Lawrence estimates the expenses of the g;overnment, at the lowest, at .. 30 millioos of dollars per annum, for the five years then ensuing; and 
states the revenue of the government under the tarifI' of protection, at 
28 millions; bearing in mind that the amount of the duties received 
must, under that tariff, have been constantly decreasing, (fo}' ot11erwise 
there would be no protection) we have bere, to commence upon, the 
somewhat important admis~ion, that that system did not furnish suffi

\ cient revenue to meet the current expenses. The revenue of tlle tariff 

, of '46 has been amply sufficient to cover even extraordinary expenses, 
and in its nature will contiuue to increase. 

The second stOlle of this specious edifice is equally unreliable. 
After estimating the imports under an ad Talorem tariff at 65 millions, 
Mr. Lawrence cootinues: 

.. Ollr exports have not exceeded, nor are they likely at present to exceed, 120 
millions: we then have a deficit of 45 millions to provide for; and how is this 
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balance to be paid 1 State stocks are no longer current in Europe. Even the 
stocks of the United States cannot be negotiated on favorable terms.·j 

What are the facts now developed 7 Our exports have kept pace 
with our imports; state stocks whicb. under whig financiering. were 
.. no longer current in Europe," are in great demand. and those of the 
United States, which theT] could not "be negotiated on favorable 
terms." are now a favorite investment in England and on the Continent 
at 10 per cent. premium. 

.. If the importations fan short of 140 millions. we then bave an empty 
treasury. In one cn e, the country will be made bankrupt to fill the trea · 
6Dry. and in tbe other. the treasury will be bankrupt. nnd re~ol't to Congress 
for treasnry notes lind loans. It may be said that our exports will increase 
with OUI' imports; this supposition I think fallacious. " 

Is the country bankrupt 1 Is tbe treasury insolvent 7 At no period 

of our history has the business of our country, in all its ramifications, 

displayed more vitality than now. The currency is sound, and, with 

the exception of certain interests which have not yet recovered from 

the expar1sion occasioned by a prohibitive tariff, the merchandize of 

our country is prod.ucillg remunerating prices. The government, 

although contending with the financial difficulties attendin~ a foreign 

war, have found no difficulty in obtainillg loans upon llllusually favor. 

able terms, and this in spite of the injurious opposition of a whig House 

of Representatives. 


The supposition "that our exports will increase with Ollr imports," 
bas not proved "fallacious." Indeed, it would be strange if the English 
or French merchants should be found so eminently patriotic, as to pre. 
fer to benefit tbeir country by selling goods to us without pay, in order r 
that the exports of England and France might exceed their imports. 

Two extracts, showing the far-sighted sagacity of the would-be gov· 

ernment financier, would seem to require little commont. The italics 

are our own . 


.. Wbeat is prohibited by the" Sliding Scale. ,. and in case of II total repeal of 

the Corn Laws. very liltte wheal would be shipped from Ihis country. inasmuch 

as it can be laid down, in ordinary years of harvest, much cheaper from the 

Baltic. It is possible that Great Britain may abate her Corn Laws. so far as to 

admit Indian Corn at a nominul duty. ifit should be done, [have litiUfaith in 

our being able te ship it to advantage." 


The corn·laws have been repealed, and Great Britain has found it 

for bel' interest to take grain f!"Om her customer, paying for it in com

modities of her own production, rather than purchase on the Baltic 

with specie, and incur the expense of an additional voyage. 


It has been said that the defeat of Mr. Lawrence's motion last year, 

was owing to the famine of l847. Alas, for the feeble argument! There 

is no famine this year. and the exports .)f bread-stuffs, as compared 

with last year, are as follows: 


EXPORT OF BREAn-STUFFS FRO~I Ul"ITED STATF.S TO GREAT BRITA1". 

SEPTE~[BER TO JULY l,ST. 


Flour. Me.l. Whenl. CorD. 

bbl,. bbl>. 


]848...... .••• 160.086 .......... 98.444 . ..••••.•••. 2Vi.139 ....•• •.. 3.700.065 

1849 .......... 1,007,640 .......... 79.704 ............ 1,048.593 •••••••. • 12.333,890 
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The following prophecy, worthy of Miller in his palmy days, is Buffi
ciently amusing to be copied at length: 

"In less than twelve months nfrer the new plan shall hRve been in operation, 
this wholfl country will be liternlly surfeited with foreign mercbandize; (if it be 
not so, the revenue will fall short of the wants of the government.;) we shall 
then owe a debt abroad of millions of dollars. which U1USt be paid in coin. The 
exchanges go up to a point tllllt makes it profitable to ship specie; money be
comes tiCIll'ce in tlle AthLDtic cities: yet bills OJ] Eugland and Frallce do not full : 
the loans made to the South nnd West are called in; demands for debts due 
from those sections of country are mRde; exchan~e cannot he obtained,-pro
duce is Jlurchased aod sbipped ; and when it arrives at the Norlh, it will not 
command the cost in the \Vest; a paralysis will have struck the business of the 
country; produce will no longel' answer to pay debts due at the north, and the 
next resort is to coin, which is to be collected and sent down the Mississippi, or 
over the mountains, to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New-York, aud Boston. 
\Vestern and Southern crellits are cut off, as the people of those sections cnn 
no longer promptly lOeet their engagements. 'l'he new dtates, Ilnd the outer 
circle of the Republic, are the weak points: aud the first giving way of the 
banks is heard from those places where tbere is the least al110unt of capital. 
We see the storm approaching like a thunder shower in a summer's duy; we 
watch its progress. bUL cannot escape its fall. It at last reaches the great marts 
of trade and the exchanges, having swept every thing in its course; and the 
banks of the Atlantic cities, after a violent effort to maintain their credit and 
honor, nre forced to yield to this Utopian experiment on the currency. 1 have 
no hesitation in stating that all this will take place within the space of eighteen 
months from the time this experimental bill go~s into operation; and not a specie
paying bank, doing business, will be found in the United States. 'Vhere will 
be the revenue which was to produce such a mighty sum under low duties 1 
\Vhere is the Treasury, and tbe Secretary 7 and the Presidentaud his Cabinet! 
The Treasury is empty; tbe Secretul'Y i. making his estimates of income for 
1849, and preparing to ask Congress for a large balch of Treasury Notes; or 
perhaps the deficit is so large that a loan may be required." 

Awful picture of destitution! The twelve and eighteen months of 
these" lamentations" expired one year since. Have these calamities in
deed swept over the land while we were lying in the sleep of tbe re
nowned Rip Van Wiukle 1 or do we recog:Jise this prophecy to be the 
empty raving of a would-be financier 7 It would seem that we have here 
the clearest evidence of the entirely erroneous news of the sect of protec
tionists. The picture which they have drawn of the result of a revenue 
tariff being so far from the actual fact, can we but doubt in accepting as 
faithful, their "colored engravings" of the millenium to be anticipated 
under the operaiioll of specific protection 7 Farther, are we not justifiei 
in interpreting their dream, as their prophecy has proved-by tlLecontra7'Y 1 

But we have not yet finished the examination of lhe predictions. 

.. If the present movement against the act of 1842 shall succeed, in accord
ance with lVIr. \VHlker's plan, it must be followed soon by a counter move-
ment; if not on the part of the people, the government itself WIll recommend 
it for revenue." 

When and on whose part is this counter movement to commence t 
High whig authorities have denied the intention as well as the ability 
of the in-coming administration to restore the duties of '42, and cer
tainly it cannot he expected of the democratic party. 

How stands the government, which. in default of popular action, we 
are told, would recommend this counter action for revenue? 

The average income from customs under the exclusive system waa 
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less than 24 millions of dollars, and as has been before remarked, the 
nature of that system implied the constant rec1uction of that amount. 
The net revenue, under the tariff of '46, has averaged 31 millions, be
ing an increase of actual revenue of the sum of seven millions of 
dollars per annum. And this amount, in the nature of things, must 
increase with our population. 

Thus much for Mr. Lawrence's prophecies. A few instances are 
quoted of his inaccurate statements of facts, oy means of which dates 
and statistics are made to subserve his present purposes without regard 
to their other applicatif)lls. 

On page 33, Letter III., he says :
.. I assume the responsibility of stating, that a laboring man may be. and is' 

clothed with American manufactures, from the crown of his head to the sole of 
his foot, as chen ply as a laboring man in Grent Britain, or any other part of 
Europe, who wears as comfortable garments; and that the revenue is raised 
principally from nrticles cousumed by those classes of society who are in easy 
pecuniary circnmstances." 

If, then, clothing goods are as high in Great Britain as here, how 
happens it that Mr. Lawrence and his co-workers shOUld be crying out 
for protection on those fabrics 1 

On page 14, Letter II., Mr. L. says :-" There have been three 
periods of universal distress throughout our land sillce the peace of 
1783, and in each case under low duties, and dates one of these periods 
from 1815 to 1824." And in Letter IlL, page 24, he speaks of the" first 
high protective tariff in 1816," and remarks, "the tariff law of 1816 
was founded in wisdom," and describes it as an act that has done 
much to promote the prosperity of the Union. 

Here we must close this brief view of the inaccuracies of our pam
phleteer, and it may not, perhaps, be amiss to do 80 in his own words 

"I have only to ask of those who are now the actors on our great politi
cal stage, not to experiment upon the prosperity and destinies of a happy and 
contented people." 

One of the main arguments of Mr. Lawrence against the ad valorem 
duties was, that-

H I deem this feature in the bill a violation of sound principle, and such as 
must be condemned by lDen of all parties whose experience and knowledge are 
of value. It is no other in practice, than to drive from our foreign trade a 
Inrge number of honest importing merchants, and to place their business ill the 
hands of unscrupulous foreigners. Time may reveal the truth of this pre
diction." 

Singularly enough, he has now been appointed to represent his 
country among those" unscrupulous foreigners;" and well will it be 
for our national honor if his bold and baseless statements shall prove 
DO detriment to his usefulness among them. We trust that he will 
not have closed his eyes to the lessons of experience; and although 
wiser heads have been in the same situation dazzled by the splendor 
and blandishments of the British aristocracy, whose vast wealth, like 
his own, was derived from the people through the operation of oppres
sive laws, his safety will lie in the fact, that their principles of poli
tical economy are generally more sonnd tban his own, and by visiting 
the fountain of aristocracy be may become more democratic in his 
sentiments. 
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FINANCIAL AND COM!fERCIAL REVIEW. 
THE aspect of commercial affuirs bas not materially cbanged during the 

month whicb has elapsed. The tendency of exchanges has been downward, 
and of money to accumulate in the gl'eat reservoirs of business, as well from 
suct:essful collections as through the absence of demand. Tbe prevalence of 
the epidemic has checked that spirit of enterprise which usually mllnifests 
itself at times when money is t'asily obtained; and with abundance of supply 
on nne hand, and limited demand on the other, the rate of interest hus been 
very low at call. The exports of produce have continued larg6, and, as com
pared with last year, the value of cotton and breadstuffs exported from the 
United States is greater by $25,000,000, to which may be added some 

9,000.000 stocks, drawn abroad by the demand on European Rccount. As an 
indication of the rising value of American credits in London, we extract the 
following from tbe Circular of tbe Messrs. Barings : 

QUOTATIONS OF A~IERICAN STOCKS IN LONDON-BARING'S QUOTAT.lONS. 

Unitc.rl States New·York Pennsylvania. Ohio M::t.8snchusetu Louisiana 
6'5, 1868. 5'8, 1860. 5'8. 6'8, 1860. 5'8, sterling. 5's, 1850.

• Febmary •.. _____ - ____ 63 a65 
April 7 __ .. _- a - ____ - __ .. fi3!a66 __ .. 85a87~----92 a- ____ 76a80 
JIIly 7 __ ... 94 a 96 ____ 89 A91. __ .65 a66 . ___ 85u87 __ .. 96 a98 ____ 80a
Angll't 25. __ •. 96 a 96~. __ .89 a-. __ . 66 068 ____ 90a- __ __ 
8eptelllber22 ____ .!l6 a - __ .. 901191. __ .66 ali7 __ .. 87a- . __ .96 098 __ .. 
November 10 ____ . 97 a 97&. __ . - ____ 65 a66 __ .. 88a89 ____ 94095& __ .. 

" 17 ____ .95 a 97 .. __ 88889 ____ 66 a67 ____ 89a90 __ .. 93~a9·1&---. 
December 1. ____ 96 a - __ .. 90 a- ____ 67 a- .. __ 90a91 ____ 94 896 ____ 85a86 

14.. __ .96 a 97~-- .. Dl 0-__ .. 70 a- ____ 91a- __ .. 96097 .... 86a
1829, Jan. 26 __ .. 104 al05 . __ .92 a- ____ 71~a721----93a- __ .. 98899 . __ .87,,-
Feurllary 9 __ .. I 05~a 106~ ____ 95 0- ____ 73 a95 __ .. 948- __ .101 8102 __ . 86a87 
~larch 9._ .. 106 al06~- ... 95 a96 .... 76 a77 _. __ 968- ... 103 a -- ... 87a88 
April 5 ... _1 0:J~aI06~ .--. - ____ 78 a- __ .102 a - ___ 
May 11. .. _106iaJ07 ____ 94 a95 __ .. 78 879 . __ .97099 __ .101io - __ .87a
" 18 ____ 108 a109 ____ 94 095 .... 79 a80 . ___ 98a99 __ .tOI~a - __ 

June L ... llOsulll __ .. 95 096 ____ 79 a80 ____ 99al00 . . . 101 aI02 __ .. 88890 
B.... -- al10! .. _.94 a95 ._ .. 80 881 __ .. 97al00_ .. 101 al02. __ .88a90 

15 ____ "- al08 ____ 95 a- ____ 30!a81 .... -- ... 101iaI02. __ . 
30 .... 109 al09! .... 95 896._ .. 82 a33 __ .1000101 ...103 0104 ._ .. -

July 14 ____ 109!aJO!l1 ____ 9G a97 __ .. 82 a83 __ .102a103 ...104ia- __ .. 89a90 

The amount of stock sent forward to England has continued very considerable. 
'rbe issues at \Vashington from~Otb April to July 13, to foreigners, were as 
follows: 

Loan 'V••k to May May May
of A pri1 28. 1l. J~~y ~';l.y r.~~~..lB. 25. 

1842 __ .16,000 .. __ .18.400 __ __ __ .. 54.900. __ .24,400. __ . __ 113.900 
1843 ... - . ____ - __ __ 1,000 .... 24.000 ____ 25,000. _____ 70,000 
1846 __ .2.000 .. __ 1.:;0,00u __ .. 3,000. __ . 5,000 ____ 3,000. ___ 10,000 ____ .. 3~,000 
1847 __ .6.000 .•• 177,000 __ .. 83,900 ____ 42,700 __ .387,100 ... 156,200 _____ .850,000 
184U __ .31,000. __ . 54,400 __ __ 41,550 __ .. 19,000 __ .. 83,800 ____ 33,000 .. ___ .262,750 

Total, $55,000 264,800 127,550 67,700 512,800 246,700 1,334,150 

These issues nearly complete tbe amounts authorized by e),,;sting laws. 
There remains, however, a quantity of Treasury Notes, convertible at the 

• Ex·dividend. 

• 
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plea9ure of the holder, into stock. either transferable or coupon. The extent 
to which tbis process has tnken place since Dec., is manifest in the following 
return of Treasury Notes outstanding: 

b~lU'9 prior Per Act Act of 
to July. 18·16. of July, IM46. Jun., 18·11. Totnl. 

Dec., 184B . •... $159,239 31. ......$237.700 ....... $10,753,000 ......$11,149.93931 
July, 1B49 ...... 146,lB9 31. ....... 119.350 .. .. .... 3,768,950 ....... 4,034.489 31 

Decrease:... .. , .$13,0;;0 00 ... . .... 118,350.... .. .. .6,9B·1,0.')0 .. . ....$7,115,450 00 


A considerable portion of tbe coupon stock has gone abroad. and altogether 
the amouDt is not fHr from '0,000,000 of United fitntes, nnd $4,000,000 of'~ew
York and other stocks, which has gODe abroad since Januarv. It will be ob
~erved, that iuasmuch os this has beeD supplied by uew issues' to 0 considerable 
extent, the exportation hos not directly relieYed this market. InRsmuch, how
ever, as the issues are now nearly dODe, and the demand contiuues good at still 
advanciDg prices, the probability is that much money now locked up or in these 
stocks here will be released at fair prices, and the money find othcr modes of 
investment. The prices iD this market have, notwitb~tanding tbe inel'tDess 
consequeDt UpOD the summer months and the prevalence of cholera, been sus
taiDed, as follows: 

PRICES OF STOCKS IN NEW-YORK. 

1848. 
-------United St. tes. 

5'.,1853. 6'., 1856. 6',., IS6:!. 6'" 1867 
------, 
6'" 1868. 

Now·York 
6's, 

Ohio 
6's. 

Ky. 
6' •. 

Oct . .. . 93~a 93~ 103 al03A 103jal03i I04~al05 105 al0:)& 10;) al05~ 100 97~ 
1849. 

.Tan. 22, 99 a 99~ 105 a1051 107 a107t 10!) a10!l1 10!lt(7109~ 108 al09 103 101 
Feb,I9, 98 a 93~ 105 alO:;! 107 al07~ 1l0:lallO~ 1l1~al1l~ 108 a109 I03t l(l1~ 

.. 2B, 994a - lOG a107 109~1l110 111~nIl2 11~~(lI:I:3 108,i17109! I03~ 102 
!llar.12, 99 a 99~ 104 al05 107 al09 110 all1 112 {/1l~4 108 alD9 1034 102 
ApL12, 97 a 97& 101 alOl~ 107 al07~ 107~a l07~ 110 allO.~ lOB a - 103t 102 
l\Iay12, 99 a100 10fil17l(jfii 109;iaI09! 112 a1l2~ 1I3.la1l3~ 105 al06 106 103! 
June12,100a100~ 107 a - 110 allO;i 115 all;;! 116 a116& III all1~ 110 107! 
.Tuly2, 101 a101~ 107aal07~ 111~a1l2 1l6~a1l7 116~a1l7 112 a114 108~ lOa! 

" 16,101 alOI! 107 al07! 111 alII! 116~a117 llli~aJ17 114 a1l4! 109 107 

The transfer of new stock ahroad for the account of govel'Dment has had an 
influence upon exchnnges, altholl.',;h it lIas not directly influenced the supply of 
capital beyond what would have been the cllse llad the stock Illl been taken at 
home. The gm'erotllcnt bas got what money it wantl'd abroad, while the large 
aDd continued sale of American produce have continued to enlIance the supply 
of money for comml'rc-illl purposes. In 18.t4 there was uo foreign demaud for 
stOCKS, yet prices of United States' went much higher than they have now 
reached . The amount then outstanding was iml('ed very small as compared 
with now, the war loans Imving intervenE'd. The l'osumption of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland, and the comrJ'olni~es of fDdinllfl ant! Illinois, have also contl-l
buted to equalize the value of the State Rnd Federlll stocks by restoring conti 
deDce in the former . [lence they have nttailled, under the present foreign 
demand, a higher comparlltive figure, The effect of Ihis restoration of cr('dit is 
to make capital available iu nil the states, alld uy fiwilitnting the realization of 
credits, to promote investment ill work~ of improvement nDd local factories. By 
this menDS the capital becomes rapidly reproductive; and if the sale of stock 
abroad involves the necc&~ity of remittillJ!: monE'Y for cJ;virleDds, the relea~e of 
CApital from ~tock investments for employment ill productive enterprises en
hRnct's the qUHDtitips of produce thHt may be mRde Rvailable to meet those divi
dends. The rnpid flxtensioll of fnctoriE's in Iho Southern state~ is a very grati
fying evidence of the rl'productive power of cnpital employed in indush'ial pur
poses . It is probable that the accumulation of cfipitol in the country now from 
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r.eproduction and. immig~tion is greater than ever before, and it may be ques· 
ti01~ed ~hether, If there IS no general revival of bank credits. the tendency of 
whIch !s a~ways to consu.me real capital, there may not speedily be a permanent 
reductIOn ID the rate of mterest througlJout the Union, and that, in spite of all 
usury laws, .money will not.command anywhere, as n general thing, more than 
5 per cent. mterest. The Imports and exports of the port of New·York have 
been for six months as follows : 

Uo1PORTS INTO THE PORT OF NEW!YORK. 

,...-----1848. ,.- 1849. -.. 
Specie. Free. Dutiable. Total. Specie. Free. Dutiable. rrotal. 

Janu.ry............. $48,03~ $400,829 89,101,101 ,,9,632,965 $57,700 $285,117 $7,833,710 $8.416,947 

February............ 49,502 141,539 9,566,859 9,757,900 21,:3;)3 590,849 8:"57.780 8,5ij4,2:!6 

)hrcb .............. 2~,781 2,199.749 5,971,601 8,19'1,131 ]30.895 1.401.500 7,938,-178 8.f>50.':114 

.~pril ............... 05,719 475.314 6,689,7/6 7,180.947 638,746 2,l!r~,798 5.~U8.f>58 8,fl39.703 

:\I.y ................. 13.3.02-2 1,283,754 5,0~7,278 6,5f14.95~ 1,137,932 E67,180 5.778,02H 7.804,760 

June................ 09,532 525,08l! 4,718,404 5,313,044 122,7·13 3·1<,434 5,057,275 5,521,452 


TOlal ..........$391,488 5,106,273 41,087,963 47,083,949 2,1U9,339 5,601,878 -10,665,025 47,600,277 


The illlport of goods to be paid for has been rather Il1ss this year than last, 
while the exports of produce have been greater. 

EXPORTS OF THE PORT OF NEW-YORK. 

1848. 1849. -.. 
FOR.EIGN. FOREIGN . 

Specie. Free. DUliable. Domestic. Specie. Free. Dutiable. Domestic. 

Jan .. 1,183.517 4,475 $222,689 $2,456.615 $122,582 $29,923 ~122,633 $2,109,903 
Feb .. 433,746 15,540 432,909 1,979,428 106.851 42,554 308,824 2,190,649 
March, 452,507 99,639 216,490 2,184,194 36,596 63.303 269,287 2,G87,806 ...... April. 1,180.422 21,793 183,139 1,650,046 73,558 45,713 77,383 3,737.018 
May.. 2,249,253 35,954 180,775 2,464,738 .373,916 63,499 488,492 3,946,768 
J ruJe. . 1.971 ,915 12,213 147,019 2,231,844 596,411 29,4G4 416,420 3,317,740 

TotaJ.$7,471,360 189,735 1,383,02112,971,775 1,359,824274,4561,683,047 17,989,885 

For the month of July the imports of goods will greatly exceed those of the 
correspunding month last year. The exports of dOlllestic produce, owing 
mo tly to the rise in cotton, will also be greater, and it is observable that the 
aggregate value of these expol'ts for the first six months is nearly 40 per cent. 
higher than last year. The comparative value of cotton exported from the 
Union this year and last is indicated in the following table:

EXPORTS OF COTTON FROrtl THE UNITED STATES, MONTIlLY, WITH ESTI' 

MATED VALUE, BASED ON PRICE OF FAIR COTTON IN NEW·YORK, ON 

1ST OF EACII MONTH. 

r----- 1848. ----""" r---- 1849.---""" 
Bales. Prices. Value. Bales. Prices. Vnlue. 

Sept. to Jail. I. ....... 327,448 9~a10! $13,097,920 483,793 6ia7~ $13,570,600 

}o'ebruary........... 1~0.U25 8~a 8ir 4,080,850 179,317 7;fa8 5,4.69,168 

March,. ..... " ..... 195,G05 8 a 8& 6,454,965 258.G90 7!a8! 8,019,390 

April .... ,. ......... 3:'6,098 7ia 7~ 10,082,980 360,353 7!a8 10,810,590 

Mav ......... , ...... 2G6.249 6 a Bit 6,922,474 293,168 7~a8 8,795,040 

JUlio ................ 216,5G5 6aa 7i 6,063,580 2!J8,491 7:ta8~ 9.551.719 

July......... __ • __ . 183,905 6&a 7~ .. 5,149,340 243,398 8!a9! 8,·138,930 


Total." ..... , ... 1,645.895 $51,876,069 2,117,210 $64,655,430 
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The exports of breadstuffs have also been as follows : 

EXPORT OF BREADSTUFFS FROM THE UNITED STATES TO GREAT BRITAIN 

AND IRELAND, SINCE 1ST SEPTEMBER, 1848. 

From Flom. Meal. Wheat. Com. 
bbls. bbl•. bush. busb. 

New.York. July 10 .•. ___ .•••• 635 070 ... _.. 34.f!32 ... ___ 5G3.fi71 .• __ •• 5,653.330 
New·Orleans. June 30 .•.••.•. 152.269 ....... 4,063 .... ,. 122.641. .... . 2,531.947 
Philadelphia. June 30 .• __ •.... 62,0'3R .••••• 21.581._ ... . 195,783 ... _.. 281,286 
Baltimore. July4 ........... __ 73.808 ...... 7.407 ..... . 120,300 .. _.. . 3.612 
Bostou. July 7 ....... ___ ..... 12,782 ...... 3,518 ..... . 9,728 .... .. 494,904 
Other Ports, JUDe 30......... 8,195 ...... 5,103 .••••• .31 .606 ..... . 676,736 

TotaL ......... __ ....... 944.162. ___ .. 76.607 .• __ •• 1,043.729 .• _. __ 11.472.015 

Last year to Jllly 5... __ •• 159,221. ..... 95,971. .. __ • 2l5,139 •• _... 3,386.636 

The value of this enhanced export is nearly $4,000,000. and to a considerable 
extent promotes a depression in the exchanges, whicll continue heavy, notwith
standing tbat tbe abundance of money facilitates the remittances of importllrs. 

The export derlJand for prouuce continues good, and the news from Europe 
is of further improvement, and an advance in cotton, resulting from the cheer
ful aspect of the manufacturing districts and tbe favorable accounts from India, 
as well as partially by the more tranquil aspect of Europe. Tile crops of 
France and England promise well; but there are already accounts of a re-ap
pearance of the potnto rot in Ireland, supported by a continued demand for 
Indian corn. The political aspect of Europe has not materiaJly changed. The 
prospect of any serious military movements on a scale so extended as to disturb 
the industry of western Europe for the present year is not imminent; and the 
probabilities are, that the consumption of goods, amid the favorable circum
stances for cheap production and the low price of food, will continue considera
ble, supporting the price of cotton under the large receipts. It is a gratifying 
feature of our own markets, thut the free-trade principle, on which the tariff of 
1846 was projected, Ins so fflr vindicated itself, that the quantity of raw material 
taken by American manufacturers increases more rapidly under the low tariff 
than it ever did under the protective scale. The quantities taken by United 
States manufa0turers from the deliveries on the seaboard, are represented in 
the following figures ; 

CONSUl\lPTION OF COTTON IN THE UNITED STATES, SEPT. 1 TO JULY 17. 

1848. 1849. 
Btock on band, September 1.. ___ •• _._ .. __ .... ____ 197.604. ____ ... ____ 144.815 
Received to July 7 .... ___ ......... ____ •• ___ .... _.2.233,164 .• ___ ..... __ 2,66t,903 

Supply, bales ... _...... _... __ ...... _....... ___ •. 2.430,768 ... ________ .2,809,718 

Export, September 1 to July 7 ... _......... _.. _... 1,710,2l6 ..... - ____ .. 2,148,145 


Balance.• _...... ___ .• ____ ............. _.... ____ 720,552 .. ___ • ____ •• 661.573 

Stock remaining .• ____ ........... _•.. ____ .... ___ . 239,175 ... _..... _.. 173,300 


Taken by manufacturers .•••• _•• __ •__ ..... __ ... _.. 481,377 •• __ •• __ .... 488,273 

The state of the markets in respect of prices has generally operated to induce 
larger purchases by manufacturers at one season of the year rather than other. 
Thus, last year, when prices were faJling. as seen in the above table, the manu
facturers bought largely in the lust half of the year, and this year, when the 
price has been advancing under an active export demand, they have bought less. 
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• The following table shows tbe number of bales taken by United States manu
facturers from the quantity delivered on the seaboard :

BALES OF COTTON TAKEN BY U:SITED STATES l\IANUFACTURERS ANNUALLY. 

1845. 1846. 1847. 1848. 1849. 

First six months .••••. 275,296 •••. 314,313 •••• 235,956 •••• 248,812 .••• 207,303 
Second six months .•.. 113,710 •••• 108,284 •••• 192,01l •••. 282,960 •••. 180,970 4 ms. 

Total for the year .389,006 .••• 422,597 •••• 427,967 •••. 531,772 •••• 488,273 lOmB. 

• 

Under the tariff of 1842, the whole increase of consumption in four years 
was 154,747 bales; and thus far, under the tariff of 1846, the increase is 
already 130,000 bales, taken from the ports. The quantities of cotton taken 
frOID plantation by the rapidly multiplying factories of the South are not here 
taken into account. Those quantities were last year placed at 75.000 bales, 
and will this year fall not much short of 100.000 bales. Thus the consumption 
of the raw material in the United States has now reached a larger figure than 
the amount taken by British consumers. The enhanced cOl1sumption it is also 
to be considered, is by southern and western factories, which have no protec
tion against the New·England factories of immense capital, and which manu
factured this year for southern and western consumption equnl to 535.200,000 
yards of cotton cloth, against an importation from England of 17,000.OUO yards• 
The exports of cotton goods of eastern manufacture were nearly 50,000,000 
yards, and re·export of foreign manufacture 10,000,000 yards. Hence the 
production of southern and western factories, being equal to 120,000,000 yards, 
had to contend against 485,000,000 yards of N ew·England production, paying 
no duties, and 7.000,000 yards foreign, paying 30 per cent. ad t·alorem. It is 
evident that if the South nnd'Vest have so.successfully withstood the free 
competition of New·England, it is out of the power of Old England to atTect 
them at all, while the low prices that have ruled under the free competition 
have induced a greatly·extended consumption of the raw material. 

It is a consequence of selling large quantities of goods at low prices, that the 
producer of the l'aw material and the operative obtain a much larger share of 
the profit at the expense of capital. When a great denl of cloth is to be given 
for a compal'lltively small amount of money, there is a larger demand for raW 
material, and for labor to work it up. This increased demand rai8es the value 
of both, and the competition lies between capitalists, whose profits are dimi
nished. For this reason it is that taritTs are so eagerly sought by the companies 
anel millionaires. By preventing the competition of foreign capital, prices are 
kept at such a rate as guages consumption within the production of the raw 
material and the supply of labor; both these, therefore, are at the mercy of 
the manufacturer, and the margin of his profits is great in proportion. The 
moment, however, capital competes with him, and lower prices, under the con
tinued rivalry of capital, stimulate consumption, the operative ond the produ~er 
of the raw material are emancipated. On this healthy basis ore the factOrIes 
of the South and West growing up, supported by a steady currency; and they 
will continue to gl'OW, as they have done, under the severe competition of the 
large capital of the East, until the local demand being supplied, the cotton will 
go down the Mississippi in the shape of cloths, instead of cottun. 
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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 
I.-RURAL LETTERS, AND OTHER RECORDS OF THOUGHT AT LEISURE. By N. Parker 

Willis. New-York: Buker & Scribner. 
~lr. 'Willis is an author possessing more notoriety than real fame. We question 

whether. even among ephemeral writers, there is one 80 well knuwn yet so little 
appreciated . Critici.m-oral or written- very readily allows Lim due credit for bril
liancy of style, a mudicnm of fancy, a degree of wit, hut littl ... if anything beside; wbile 
it visits most severely the faults (If his manner- an(l with can"e; for tbese lie on the 
eurface. bevond which the criticism of our times seldom Yentures. for want eithel' of 
iuclination -or specific gravity. Thus are many led to draw the rashest inferences; 
they notice tbe sparkliug: current of the stream and its rapid current, and they con
clude that it must be shallow-as if sluggish waters alone had deep beds. 

"ve are as keenly alive as anyone to the faults of this writer; a perverse love of 
neologisms, a straiuing after effect, a determination to perceive analogies which no
where exist. and a morbid affection for gentility, the more obnoxions, that it sometimes 
betrays him into tbe shabby genteel, viz., that finery in style which resembles a pair 
of white kid gloves slightly soiled, or a Camelia Japoni~a worm-bitten. But while we 
Bee, or think we see, his deficiencie •• we also see e ... idence of some of the loftiest facul
ties an anthor can possess: Wit, Fancy and Imagination. His claim to the former 
two can hardly be gainsayed; bis very sins result ii-om the abuse of those powers; 
but we may have to break a lance to establish his claim to Imagination, owing to the 
snperfiClal mode of criticism, which daily spreads abroad the most erroneous and nn
just opinions. 

What is Imagination 7 Here the dictionaries avail us not, and professing definition
mongers only cloud ollr vision. If we go to Leigh Hunt, Carlyle, or even l\Iacauley, 
for light, we shall be entertnined with rhetoric of the highest kind, vastly creditable 
to them as imaginative writers, but leaving us wholly in darkness as to what Imagin
ation really is. For our part, althuuah we do not pretend to define it, we bave a test 
of our own which we consider as iufallible as auy in chemistry. to ascertain wbether 
an author possesses imagination. After reading his work wi th wbat degree of atten
tion he has the talent to ex";}t at our hands, we shut our eyes and tl'y to recall tbe 
pict1t1"e which the perusal ought to have left in our mind. If we find there a clear 
image, we feel certain the wl~ter haa imagination. This, we feel, is a severe ordeal 
for any writer to pass through; but M.r. Willis can submit himself to it withont appre
hension. Thanks to him, thcre now dwells in ani' miud a vivid picture of rural de
lights, which makes us, iu the midst of our labors, cherish a dream and a hope of some 
futnre Glenmary for ourself-traut-brook, sculptured forest. orioles; .. beloved haud," 
and all; hut particularly, thaI. snug little place" uuder the bridge." where to scribble 
in sun or shade, at will. ,Ve are 110 fashionable ennuye of Broadway. sighiug for ideal 
felicity on a farm. and liable, tberefore, to take fire at rural descriptions; our appre
ciatiou of those things-description and country- is well sobered and tempered by 
actual experience. Therefore, if, under the circumstances, the "Letters f!"Om under a 
Bridge" have left such a vivid impression npon us, we contend that Mr. Willis mUBt 
possess a great deal of that invaluable gift, Imagination. Q. E.D. 

What error of judgment, it may be asked, has betrayed a writer thus gifted into the 
extravagant affectatiolls which have arrayed against him snch a host of critics. great 
and small? Wa.~ it all inuerent defect of the mind. or a determinatioll to prove a fit 
organ for exclusive Japouica-dom T The followinl; pretty passu,ge. which we extract 
from the work before u •• may fUl"I1ish our question witb a specious kind of answer, 
which, if not absolutely "vero," is certainly "b..~ troMlo." 

.. As a 'stock' or 'starriuq' player upon the literary stage, of course you desire a 
crowded audience; and it IS worth your while, perhaps, to inquire (more curiously 
than is laid down iu mo,t ad vices to authors) what is the number aud influence of the 
judicions, and what nuts it is politic to throw to the groundlings. Abuse is, in criti
cism, what shade is iu a picture, discord iu harmony, acid in punch. salt in seasoninQ• 
Unqualified praise is the death of Tnrpeia, and to be neither 1'l1lised nor abused u 
more tban death-it is inanition. QIlet"y- how to procure yourself to be abused 1 
In your chemical course next year, yon will probably giYe a morning's attention to the 
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• 	 analysis of tbe pearl, among other precious substances; and yon will be told by tbe pro
fessor, tbat it is in con.equence of au excess of carbonate of lime in the fleRh of the oyster 
-in other words, the disease of the sub-aqueous animal, wbo produces it. Now, to copy 
tllis politic invalid-to learn wisdom of au oyster-find ont what is toe most pungent 
disease of your style. and hug it till it becomes a pearl. A fault carefully studied is 
the germ of a peculiarity; and a pccltliarity is a pearl of great price to an author. 
Th" critics begin very justly by hammering at it as a fault-and, after it is puliJshed 
into a peculiarity, they still hammer 8t it as a fault, and the noise they make attracts 
attention to tbe pearl; and np you coule from tLe deep sea of ob.cnrity, 1I0t tbe less 
illtoxicnted with suusbine, because, bnt for your disease, you would never have 
seen it." 	 . 

Tbis, to say the least of it, is ingenious. Bnt what if the disease, instead of origina. 
ting in the excess of sometbhlg, results from the want of a vital organ? 'We cannot 
recall a single sentence fcom tbe pen 01 tbis writer which sbows a spontaneous flow of 
genuine feeling. Ne,er, iu reading his works, have we felt that delightful thrill which 
ruus through our person, and makes us turn, with moistening eyelids, from the pa~e 
of Dickens, Lamb, and (occasionally) Bolwer. There is no pathos in JIlr. Willis. 
Not that he attempt, it and lapses iuto Brotian bathos; his native taste preserves him 
from so mortal a taiut. lIe seems to distl'Ust his power in that respect, and with a 
Pelham-like mask of extreme good hrecdin~, avoids any approach towards that difficult 
ground. But for this want of pathos-but tor this lack of a chastenmg background of 
sombre hue to his deliphtful miniature., Mr. Willis would rank high among the very 
best essayist in the Bl'1tish world of letters. 

2.-LADY ALICE; OR, THE NEW UNA. A Novel. D. Appleton & Co., 200 Broad. 
way. 
This is a very remarkable book in many respects, and has consequently created a good 

dedi of talk, mucb curiosity to see it, and eventually a great deal of wonder as to what 
it is aU about. The author, it appears, projected a regular novel on the old stereo
typed plan, with two loveri for heroine and hero, who encountered the usual 
romantic difficulties on their winding way to the altar, in the course of which a 
rogue is killed, and happiness crowns the virtuous at last; and in order not to deviate 
more than possible from the sentimentality of the old school, the scene iii among tbe 
veritable aristocracy of the British Islands, with a plentiful supply of Cliffords, Courte. 
nays and Coning.bys, &c., extracted from the peerage list. Its execution is what is cal. 
led " artistic;" that is, the natoral flow of life is trained into confined limits, as the 
German trims trees into geometrical figures, or as a meandering stream is straitened into 
a canal, and this latter object is more in point, as the purpose of the work is to trans
port Puseyite doctrine from the mind of the Rev. author into the noddles of novel 
readers. This mode of cliBseminating trut" hllB been much in vogue of late, particu
larly with our Catholic hrethren, whose example in this, as in other things, the learned 
author is disp08ed to follow. A. it is sought, in the guise of a moral tale, to circumvent 
heresy by malring " Pu eyite truths" palatable, 88 modern pills are sugared over until 
the "children cry fot· them," so has the timid nature of American criticism been fairly 
taken by snrprise, outwitted, and done brown, by this most sagacious teacher of 
moral truths. The devil and Yankee critics stand hut little chance with him. The 
Rev. Mr. Huntington, in the course of five years' travel, it appears, spent a few daye 
in England, and knowing the gnllibility of John Bull, as well 8.11 the well-known 
weakness of his literary countrymen, determined, \vith the example of COOpel' before 
his eyes, to take the" BuU" by the horns, and not only write an English book, bnt a 
book about English aristocracy, the very exclusive cream of British society. He ac
cordingly bought Debrett's Peerage, price" one pun teo," and from materials therein 
contained, forthwith constructed a water-tight vessel to hold Pnseyite droppiugs. 
This production was received with well-merited encomiums. The" Court Journal" 
averred that it exhibi~ extraordinary acquaintance with, and insight into British aristo
cratic society. Others, witb sagacious nod, intimated their knowledge of the fact, 
that tbe higbest leaders of fashion bad aided the anthor. In short, all hands acknow
ledged the truth of the picture of aristocracy, as portrayed by a republican imagina
tion. This success in London, of course settled the matter here, and the author, secure 
against tbe critics, also stole a march on the publishers, by getting the work copyri~hted 
here simultaneously with its appearance in Londou. The managem!lnt of the pnblica
tion, we are inclined to think, is far preferable to tbe management or tue work, which 
has very little of sound mor-dlity or practical sense, and deviates from the line of the 
probable, in its incidents, far more than the American public _viII think desirable. 
The most attractive feature of the book is its external appearance, which is really 
admirable, in paper, general Btyle, and typography. 
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3.-A LIFT TO THE LAZY. George P. Putnam, New-York. 
At this sea..<;Qu of the year, when the debilitating influenc13 of the summer's snn de

prives the active of their energy, and makes laziness fashionahle, a "lift" to tbose so 
afflicted i& certaInly desirable -more particularly at this lime when an all-pervalling 
pestilence acids its insicJious load tn the nsnal bnrden of life, and iJlcreases the langnor 
of mind as well as of body. The present "lift" is apparently well calculated to aid in 
removing the load of doubt that hangs amund many popular Boyings. mysterious maxims 
and dimly-seen facts, that tioat in tbe world of every·day kllowled~e, and \Vhich the 
"lazy" are not expectt'cJ to penetrate on tbeir own hook. The collection is very com
prehensive, ancJ the explijnatioJls generally correct as well as umllsing. Occasionally, 
however, we are inclined to differ i as a single instance, the Knickerbocker epithet of 
"loafer," by some rouudabout process, is derived from the Spanish "gallojear." a 
vagabond. The fact is, however, that Ollrs is a Dutch or German population more than 
a Spanish, and the German "laufer," signifying" runner"-" running footman," but 
generally u~ed in German itliom. in application to roadside bcggar~ and loungers, has 
olily beeu a1loptecJ into gnglish from the immigrauts among us, with very little cbange 
in import, spelling or pronunciation. Tbe appreciation of a 8nob is, however, far 
more accurate. 

,. But a mure familiar instance is afforded, in what may be called the 'Merchant 
Prince snob.' of onr own day. 'Vitb a palace for a residence, he occnpies but the 
basement, tbe parlor. being devoted to tbe four timeR a yeal' reception of dinner or 
ball gllests, nnless " domll.tic [ .. naral .bould put ill a claim. with carriages uDd horses 
in plenty, yet ritling in an omnibus, the fare of which, in the form of a six-penny 
piece, he generally pulls frOID his month, where he deposited it on entering the vebicle, 
'that he might have it handy,' he pares and cleans bis nails with a sharp-pointed pcn
knife during tbe ride. With a library, contaiuiug at least a dictionary, he writes to 
bi • .,d,ller for a sett of harnes •. (but all snobs spell set with a doubkl t,)-and he talks 
to hi~ tailor abollt • pauts.' He stops at tbe 'Vall-street 'lIlctiun room, in company 
witb anoLl.er of the same species, and gazes through bis bollowed hand at an 'uu
doubted original,' in the shape of It fourth-rate copy from It very bad master, and talks 
over hi3 shollhler of I tOile' and 'fore-Shortening' to his fellow, who pokes the ferule 
of hi. caue agaim.t the stomach of one of the figllres in a brick red cloak, and says it 
, staud.; 011 t,' &:c. Sw:." 

The attempts at wit are of a very hlgllbrions 80rt, and the supercilions sneers at 

other "lasses of society, betray the legal fop • 


•.-AMERICA AND THE AMERICANS. By the late Achille Murat, ci-devant Prince 

Royal of the Two Sicilies-citizeo of the United Stutes, &C. Translated from the 

French. By Henry J. Blallfield. W. H. Graham. 

Prince :\[urat b~s been well knowo to and deservedly poplliar among tbe people 

of Florida. les, as tue son of Napoleou's renowned brother-in-law, the model cavalry 
officer of E',rope. thall as the taleuted aud amiable &entlemRu.and the worthy repnb
lican. His little work upon the conn try of his adoptiJn, decJicated to bis frielld 
Count Thibeautleallx, evinces much talellt, and is of considerable iuterest. Its value 
has, however, bp.en very clln~iderahly enhanced by the notl'S aod additions of its editor 
aud tran.lat.or. Capt. BradfidcJ, who was an officer of a re"illleot of Lancers in t3e 
Belgian service, commanded by Prince Milrat. Capt. Bra,Tfidd h~s beell well aod 
favorably known to the literary world, as well in England as iu the United 'tates, 
since his recent aTl·iva!. He is a gentleman of cQu.id"rable altaiomeuts, refined lite
rary taste, and wb'lt is rare aml)ng litel'al'y men at the present mument, is of great 
iudllstry and res"urch, tempered with excellent jnrlgUlellt. Having been amoug us 
but a few months. th, notes and emeo(htions of the WQI'k of Co!. Murat show extra
ordinary information and perspicuity of jlldgment on the port of the editor in relation 
to OIU' national aff<lil's, and the operation of ex.isting elemen's of pl·o~ress. We cou
c13ive it not among the lea.t of the advantages that Row from our glurlllus instiwtions, ,
that gentlemen and scholars are drawn hither, aud freely received into the bosom of 
onr society, improving and being improved. 

5.-00MPEl/DIUlt OF F.CCLESIASTICAL HrSTORY. By Dr. John C. L. Gieseler, Consis

torial Counselor, and ordinary Professor of 'rheology in Gottinlien. Trauslated frum 

the Gel'mall, bv Samuel Daviddon, L.L. D., Prot"'s~or of BIblical Literature and 

Ecclesiastical History, ill the Lancashire Ind"pend"nt College. Vols. I. and n. 

Harper Brothers. 

The pecilliar merits of this great work of Dr. Gieselpr are its profound research and 


rigill impartiality. The results of the most extraurdinary labor are given in a few 

clear and condensed words, accompanied by such copious references as enable the 
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donbtina reader to recnr readily to tue sources of statement. The clearest proof of 
the rigid impartiality of the historian consists in the blame whi"h bas by op[loRing 
pal·tieM been imputed to him, [01' withhold ill" his opinion on tbe sitl" they mo.t affect. 
This admitted fact bas constituted a text· book ruther than an extended history. The 
trao.lator i\lforrns UR tbat, ou looklllg abont for a text·book whicb he could put into 
the hands of his students as the substratum of lectures on ecele"iastieal bistory, ('ould 
fiud nOlle so suitahle to his pnrpose us the present; and be aceul'(liugly rccomnwuded 
to tbe enterp";siug publishers tu brillg out a llew vel'sion of the \lew editioll, I1lId this 
baR been done iu a most acceptable form. It is indeed a wOllderful tmit of the age 
in which we live, that worb nf' such valne can be presented in such admimble dress 
to tbe public for a sum so trifling. 

6.-THE HI;TORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, from the Di"coYery (If the 
Contioent to the Organization of the Government uuder the Federal Constitution. 
By Richard Hildreth. 1113 vols. New·York; Harper Brothers. 
The 'econd volume of this ac1mirahle hi.tory has m.de itd appearance. The white 

paper, large type, accurate iudex. aDd mar&inal dates. make the work very attractiYe, 
and, from the reptltlltion it bas all'eady acqmred for compreheusiveness and faithfulness 
of detail, it must become indispensable to those who w(Julu ue,ire a clear knowledge 
of the ~nrl. men and tbiug. of our cuuntry, unbins.ed by party views or the cOUluntic 
glitter thrown around them by writ.-rs whose aim is effect ratber than instrnction. 
The mind of the reader is DOt distracted from the story, aud his jndgmeut COUf'hl·d by 
misty reasonings upoo ahAt"act qU"Btions; but the matter in haltd is kept con'13ntly 
bef"re him. while the Incideuts al'e combined in the hest mauuer to shed the strongest 
ligbt without interruptiug the view. That the volumes will have an extensive sale, 
there can be no donbt. 

7.-TFIE DO:llESTIC PRACTICE OF HYDROPATHY, with 15 Engraved Illustrations of 
importaot subjects. By Edward Johnson, i\1. D. John Wiley, 16l Broadway. 
The progress of Hydropathy, Ol' Water Cure, as a science, has been rapid iu thi. 

country, as well as in guglaud. The number of publications upon the subject, as well 
as the mliltiplicatioll of pnhlic institutions for the practice of the treatment, are indi
calions of tbe meslls of it.! di~semiuation as tue manifestation of its effects. Thp pre
Sf'llt work of 01'. Johnson, or Eugland, is a very able expositioll of the principles of 
the treatment. It is to be remarked, however, that while tlte German and AUlerican 
books IIpon the suhject inculcate f,ill faith in the virtnes of the water treatme))t io all 
ca.,e". and all <lrug treatmeut as iujurious, the English work$, tbis of Ot·. Johnson be
for~ us in particular, d.·fend. the nse of dl'Ug. io connectio'l with the treatment, 
fOI'ming a sort of compl'omise between Allopathy and Hydropatby, which, prohably, 
approaches the true posilion. 

8.-1'HE HISTORY 0.' ESGl.ANlI, from the Invasion of Julius Cresar to tbeAbdication of 
Jame;; tbe Secouu, 1688. By Davit.!. Hume. Esq. A new edition, witb the author's 
last corrections and imprllvemuuts; to which is prefixed a short accowlt of his life, 
written by himself. Phillips, Sampson & Co., Boston. 
The history. hy David Hnme, mll~t ever be reaarded 8S of the most elevated 

Btandard of English li~eratlll'e, wheo we regard its cYear aud admirable nan·ati,·e, the 
phIlosophic di!{lIity of its style, aud the saaacity with which the views of 
parties are develnped. If it is not always to be depended upon in relation to minor 
facts-nor. from ils high tory principles, in any dpgree to be regarded, at this day, as a 
political text·book·-its lite"ary merits however, most ever render italtractive to 011 parties. 
It mnst be boroe in miud tbat Hllme passed away just previous to the great AlOerican 
Revulution. which was the fi"ot practical illustration of human rights alld self-govern. 
meut, and that the hefor" undoubted thpory of divine right. h,lS fallen illlu decay 
silIce tbat ep oen. With ra.pect to politics he is therefore orthe ancient world; but hia 
work is still one of the mn"t elegant and iuteresting narrati"es in th"langliage, and the 
points of the history are given with a picturesque and dramatic force seldom surpassed. 
While Hume t')ok little interest in parties, and was utterly indifferent to rdigious 
tenets, his whole mind wa.. devoted to the cause uf letters, and he everywbere reit"rates 
and illustrates the impurtance of the culti"atioo of literatore. Hi. history come. down 
to the close of tbe reign of .James 1[., aud the great work of MUC8nlay begin" witu the 
accession of James. Me><srs. Phillips & Sampsoo, thereto"e, have promptly met a 
wallt of lhe public, in presentiog a neat and well-executed ...dition of tlti. great 
bistoriao, uniform with their edition of Macaulay, when the public mind has b"eo di. 
rected to the subject. 
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D.-Two LECTURES on the Connection between the Biblical and Physical History 
of Man. Delivered, by iuvitation, from the chair of l'olitical Economy iu the 
Louisiana University, Dec. 1848. By Josiah C. Nott, M. D., of Mobile,. Alabama. 
Bartlett & Welftord, 7 Astor-House. 
These two lectures contain mnch that is interesting to the American rublic, more 

particularly in relation to the subject of the diversity of the races. There ,. at present, 
and LJas been for a long time, a c'lass of unnatul·al fanatics, who labor to degrade the 
Caucasian race to the level of the blacks, and who depend mainly upon the doctrine 
of the unity of the races for Bupport in tLeir grovelling propensities. This doctrine, 
Dr. Nott shows very clearly. has been abandoned by all rcspectable etbnological 
writers, including the Lontlon Ethnological Jonrnal; and he handles the snbject with 
skill aud precision. That the blacks are capable of improvement, is evident from the 
exalted condition of those in the United States over those in Africa, where they enjoy 
freedom. This improved condition reaches its limit in the second generation, and can 
be maintained only by constant contact with the superior race. The moment they are 
left to themselves they begin to retrograde. Rayti is an example. The blacks were 
taught the machanical and usefnl employments-also to read and write-put in pos
session (If a well-organized gO\'ernment, prolific soil, and extensive commerce-no 
white race ever commenced nationality with such ad\'antage.; yet they LJaye steadily 
and rapidly relapsed illto barbarism, retarded only by the white blood mixed with a 
portion of their population. 

10.-A SECOND VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA. By Sir Charles 
Lyell, F. R. S., President of the Geological Society of London. lJarper Brothers. 
This new work of 1\1r. Lyell is of very considerable interest, as well to the American 

as to the Englishman. The author, it appears, left Liverpool in September, 1845, and 
returned tbither in June, 1846, atter a trip, f1ia Boston, in the steamer, down the 
Atlantic coast, throngh the sontbern cities, up thf' Mississippi, f1ia St. Lonis and Cin
cinnati, back to Boston, where he again embarked; and the journal of his gossipings, 
observatioru;, and reflections, is presented to the reader in a fair and candid manner. 
It is, however, in the experience of every one, thatnolBll, or, indeed, few of the remarks 
he hpars are worth repeating; and gravely to sit down and record the road·side chat, for
gotten as soon as utte~ed by the speaker, as the flUunciution of deliberate convictions, 
strikes one rather oddiy, more particularly where those sayings are the merest twaddle 
-a conversation '. ...ith two old negroes in the rail-cars, in New-England, is detailed, 
although the author states that subsequent observations convinced him what they said 
was false. In another place is 15:'avely recorded the statement, as a fact, by some wise
acre, that the election of Mr. Pulk was effected by" 5,000 fraudulcnt votes in New
York." Apart from suoh quizzes, there is a vast fuud of entertaining and instructiVe! 
matter, well calculated to improve the American mind, as coming from an impartial 
·foreigner, 

ll.-HISTORY OF Jor.lUS CESAR. By Jacob Abbott. Harper Brothers. 
This is one of the excellent uniform series of histories of the lives of those great 

historical personages, who in their times, have exerted the greatest influence upon the 
destinies of their respective countries aud the hnman race. The series is admirably 
adapted to the instruction and amusement of youth. 

12.-FRANKLlN'S BIBLE CARTOONS, for the School and the Family. Designed by John 
Franklin. C. S. Francis & Co., 252 Broadway. 
It is undoubtedly truo, that pictures addressed to the eye are in many respects the 

best mode of fastening illl portant facts upon the youthful mind; and the cartoons of 
1\11'. Franklin, illustrating the important events and persona"es in Sacred Writ are 
admirably suited to bibular instruction. The numbers, puulis'hed at twelve nnd ; half 
cents each, contain each foul' pictures. 

13.-HEARTS' r-follEs; or Social Distinction. A Story. By Mrs. Ellis, author of the 
.• Women of England." D. Appteton & Co., 200 Broadway. 
Mrs. Ellis has earned an euviable distinction as a popular writer, and one who ha.

inculcat"d useful and la.ring lessons, endearing herself to the family circle and making 
eve,. welcome the productions of her warm imagination. The work' now in tbe 
course of publication is, undoubtedly, the best, as it is the most elaborate of her 
productions. 
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