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1 
PREFACE. 

ALTHOUOH North America. comprises severnl inde
pendent sovereignties, and is inhabited by TUallY dis-
tinct races of meu, yet it has always been separated 
from other parts of the world, and bound together by 
relations which render it highly proper to give its 
history in a single work. Its aboriginal raccs are 
aU kindred; it was, a.flcr ages of total isolation from 
the civilized world, a.t once brought into close com
munication with Europe; ,it was all colonized by Eu
ropeans within a short period; and it has nearly all 
become independent of Europe from the operation of 
similar caUBCS. 

Recent events have rendered the history of Mexico 
.md British America more interesting to the people of 
this country than at any previous period j and ha.ve 
indicated the present as a suitable time for giving to 
the world, in a. single volume, the HISTORY Oio' NORTH 

AMERICA. 

In executing this task, the author has availed him
self of the ample collection of historical works, which 
his studies and 'wl'itings for many years have led him 
to amass; and in condensing the history within the 
limits prescribed for the work, he hM endeavoured 
to a.void omitting any thing which was important to

• 



4 PREI'A.CB. 

be comprised in a geneml history of the North A.me
rican continent.. 

The period embraced in this history comprises many 
events of romantic and thrilling interest; and brings 
into view mnny charw::ters who have won the admira.
tion and applause of the world; while its historical 
details convey many important and useful lessons in 
morals, military and political science, and legislation. 

To the American citizen all that relates to the his
tory of his own country 1S always interesting; while 
the condition and character of the contiguous countries 
present objects of interest of a nature scarcely less 
attractive. 

The pictorial embellishments which arc u;serted in 
the work ~re not intended for mere ornaments. Their 
usc is to impress historical facts indelibly on the mind. 
This effect of pictures is now so genernlly acknow

t ledged that they seem to be indispensable, in a book 
intended for general circula.tion among the people. 
For this reason, a. very la.rge number has been inserted 
in the volumc; a.nd they will be found by the render 
to embrace an unusunl variety ofinterestmg subjects. 

It is hoped that the work now submitted to the 
public will be found not unworthy of the same kind 
indulgcnce, which hus been manifested towards the 
previous attempt.s of the author to advance the great 
cnuse of popula.r information. 
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CHAPTER I. 

DlSCOVERfES 0' TOE NORTDAlEN. 

T
IlE name (If Christopher Columbus hu 80 long been 

~, ossociated ,'Vito the fira! gent'ml know/edge of the 
New 'VorJd, by Europeans, that nnmbe", of the pre

, scnt day are ignorant of any discovery of our con. 
tinent prior to his lime. There is conclusive evi

dence, bow('Ver, of such discovery having been made, although the 
fact cannot in the Irut detract from the hard.eamed fame of the 
Genoese mariner. The peopla whose records and traditions bear 
testimony to tbis event, lire the Normans or Northmen. 

In the dark age!!. the Northmen. natives of Scandinavia, which 
lOeluded Sweden. Denmark, and Norway, were the most daring ad. 
venturers of Europe. At different periods, tbey conquered portiOO8 

of Frnnce. England, Germany, and other nntiODS of Northern and . " 
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Middle Europe, and established naval lind tmding stations along all 
the north-western coost. 'rhey also fitled out numeroue expeditions 
for distant parts, several of which visited Iceland as early All tbe 
ninth century. and established It colony there. 

In the year 986, Greenland was visited by Eric Rauda , (the Red,) 
who planted a colony on the 8Outh-eo.stern shore, and named it 
Brattalid. The whole country he called Greenland. either ironically 
or, mO$t probably, for the purpose of alluring emigrants. Different 
settlements were styled Ericsfiord. Heriulfsliord, Rafnafiord, &c., 
after the namel of the colonists. 

The Northern Chro
nides give tIle honou r 
of originating the spi. 
rit of discovery which 
resulted in first visit
ing the Continent now 
caIJed America, to an 
enterprising young 
mnn, named Biame, 
son of Heriu!f. He 
had distinguished him
seU by his activity in 

nuoov:aRY 01' 0 ••••1. ...... 
mercsntlle pursuits, 

and acquired great knowledge of men and society, by visiting 
foreign countries. When Eric's expedition sailed from Denmark, 
Biarne was in Norway; but,-on ascertaining this, when he arrived 
in hia native country. he followed it thither. Being totally unac
quainted with Eric's course, the navigators wandered for !Orne time 
upon the ocean. encountering Tiolent winds and severe weather. 
This was lucceeded by foga . Wh~n the atmosphere again became 
clear. they discovered a level, IIIIndy coast, swelling grndually into 
hills, whoae tops and sides were crowned with thick woods. As 
this did not correspond to the description of Groonland scn! to Eu
rope by Eric. no landmg WIlS attempted. 0 0 the following day, 
more land was discovered, presenting the same topographical out
line. Three days aner, they came in sight of an island, and con
tinuing their course for forty-eight hours, they reached the southern 
c:'ltremity of Greenland. Th<,y were received gladly by Hcriulf. 
and remained in Greenland, until his death , when Biarne succ-!ledcd 
.0 the administration of affairtl. 
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The account of the land seen by the young navigator excited 
much attention in the Greenland colony, and roused a spi rit of lid
l'enture, somewhat singular in n youthful settlement. Under its 
inlluence, a son of Eric, named Leif, purchased Biarne'a veuel, 
Ind, with th irty-five men, set sail on a voyage of discovery, (about 
.... D. 1000.) Touching at the island seen by Biarne, he called it 
Helluland, (flat land,) lind reaching, .oon after, the first land men
tioned by hi. predeees.or, he gave it the title of Markland, (Woody 
land.) Two day. afler, they landed on an island covered with '(ege-
\IItlOn, and then l8iling westward. they reached the mouth of a river, 
near a strait whicb separated ilie island frorn a hIgh promontoty 

http:predeees.or


16 DISCOVERIES Olr TaE NORTD.l4D. 

,aud. A lake was the source of this stl't'nm. Pleased with thi~ 
wild spot, Leif determined to establish here a colony; and. accord
mgly, erected wooden huts on the shore of the lake, and cRus('d 
his goods to be conveyed to the lake in boats. 

After remaining some time, nnd building more commodious houses, 
the colony was organized into tlVO partie" one of which explored 
the country at regulllT periods, while the other remained at home, 
the leader accompanying them alternately. On one of these expe
ditions, grapes we re discovered by a German named Tyrhr j and 
from this circumstance the country was called 'Vinehmd or Vinlond. 
This diaco...ery. together with the mildness of the climate. and the 
great abundance of salmon and other liah in the river, rendered the"" 
still more willing lo form a permanent lettlement. 



•• 
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DEATH OF THORWALD. 17 

According to the chronicles and traditions of this discovery, Vm
land now forms the states of l\fasS8chust'tts lind Rhode Islo.nd. 'J'he 
other provinces visited by the Nonhmen are identified as Labmdor, 
Nova Scotia, and the northern part of New England. 

'J'he climate of the new-found province was delightful. The 
grass is said to have remained green during winter, and the callIe, 
during the same time, placed at pasture in the fields . In the spring, 
Leif returned to Greenland with Il cargo of wood, a circumstance 
that revived the Bpirit of discovery among his countrymen. H is 
brother, Thorwald, sailed the following year in Leif', ship, reached 
the New England coast, and passed the winter at Mount Hope Bay. 
In the ensuing spring, (1002,) he again put to 5l'a, doubled a cape • 
•upposed to be Cape Cod, and sailed leisurely along the COllst, ~ntil 
he reached a headlo.nd overgrown with wood. T wo skirmishes 
here occurred with the natives, in the IaUer of which Thorwald 
received a mortal wound. He ho.d been instructed in the Christian 
religion by his brother, and feeling his death approach, he collected 
his followers, and asked if any had been wounded. Being answered 
In the negative, he said: .. As for me, 1 have received a wound 
under the arm from nn arrow, and r fet'l that It wiJi be monal. [ 
aJvise you to prepare immedistely for your return: hut ye shall 
hut carry my body to the promontory which I thought so beautirul. 
itnd where I had determined to fix my residence. It may be thllt it 
WIIS a prophetic word which fell from my lips, about my abi~ 
,lIg there for a season. There shall ye bury me, and ye II.hall plant , 
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a crosa at my head and another at my feet, and ye shall call the 
name of the place Krossanea [Cape Cross] through all future 

time." 
After 'l'horwald's death and burial his meD returned to Moun', 

Hope, nod in a year after to Greenland. 'I'he narrative of their 
discoveries and sufferings excited much attention, and Thorstein, 
!I. brother of the unfortunate adventurer, detennined on sai ling 10 

Cape Cr()!lS, and bringing bnck the body. 'I'his spot (ailuMed. it is 
supposed. in Massachusetts Bay) he never reached; and. indeed, 
escaped total shipwreck only by being driven back to the coosl of 

Greenland. 
In 1000, a new impulse was given to maritime enterprise. among 

the Northmen, by the arrival, at Ericafiord, of two ships carrying 
Thollinn, a wealthy and influential penon of roynl descent, and 
Snorre 'I'horbrandson, also a Jistinguished penon. Eric nnd Thor
Siein were now dead, and the two visitors seem to hnve been en
trusted with the management of affain during the winler. During 
the festivities of Christmas, ThorliDn becnme enamoured with Gud
rida, widow of 'I'hontein, and soon after married her. Through her 
",ntreaties, he filted out &n e.lpedilion 10 visit Vinland, consisting of 
three ships and a hundred aDd forty men. He sailed in 1007, 
sccompaniE>d by his wife, his companion, SnorTe, aDd a number of 

other distinguished persons, male and female. 
After a prosperous voyage, during which Thorlinn coaliled along 

the Continent for a number of miles, a landing wu effected on an 
island which received the name of Siraum Ey, (Stream bland .) So 
great was the number of birds &t this place, th&t it was impossible 
to walk without crushing their nests. After passing the winter at 
this place, Thorball, one of the leaders, Willi sent with eight men 
to search for Vinland ; but, meeting with westerly winds, they were 
driven acr(),'Js the Aliantic to Ireland, and mnde prisoners. Ignorant 
of their fate, Thorfinn set out with the remainder of the adventurers, 

and renched their destination in safety. 
The country was found to correspond to the description of it given 

by former navigators. W"ild wheat covered the fields, and gropes 
the hills. The lake was easily found, ncaT which tho former settle
ment had been made, and here, after erecting additionnl dwellinr. 
the company passed Ihe winter. Numben of the nativO!J visited 
Ihem in canoes, carrying on a system of barter extremely profitnblo 
to the Northmen. In a few months, this friendly Intercourse was 



19 AlIA~~.YENT 01' TIrE COLO~"T. 

mterrupted, lind skirmishes ensued, in which several of the settlers 
were killed. This event discouraged them, and the}' determined to 
abandon all idea!! of founding a permanent colony. Sailing to 
Straum Ey. there they passed the winter; and at the opening of the 
following year (1011 ) returned to Greenland. During their three 
years' residence, the wife of Thorfinn pre!!ented him with a soo
probably the first descendant of Europeans ever born in America. 
He afterwards oocame a person of great distinction, and his descend_ 
ants, tmced by undoubted genen logy dOl',o 10 the present time. have 
included 8('me of the m06t distinguished persons of Nonhem Europe. 
Members of every prdcssion, law, politics, letters, Ilnd the church, 
have been proud 10 trace their lineage to him; and, among these, 
we have in our century II Bishop of Iceland, Chief Justice Steven. 
aon, of the same country, three professors in Ihe Copenhagen Uni
vel'l'lity. and the greal aculplor Bertel Thorwaldsen. 

Slraum Ey is supposed by the Danish historians to be Mattha's 
Vineyard, and Straum.fiord, the body of water named by 1'hor60n, 
ill &lid to be Buzzard's Bay. 
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In the same year that Tharlin"', colony was abandoned, ( lOll" a 
fema1e, named Freyd i!ll. who had been with him, visiled America 
in one ehip, with II number of men and women, for the purpose of 
forming a settlement. Her object uems to have been defeated by 
dil!Jen. iona among her followers. Some years after, (100..6,) an Icc: 
lander, named Gudleif. while sailing for Dublin, WIIS driven out of 
hie coune, and landed, lUI is supposed, in America. Being carried 
by his captors inlo the interior, they met an old man, who. after ad· 
dressing them in their own language, and inquiring after several 
Icelanders. presented them with II. sword, requesting thai it might hP. 
carried \0 one Thurida., 0. lister to Soorre GOOD, wilh n word fe-. 
her son . He is aupposed to have been the bard Biorne. formerly 11 

lover of that lady, and of whom nothing had been heard smce 90s. 
All idea of fonning a permanent settlement in Vinland was nolV 

abandoned by the Northmen; and, in their subsequent wars with 
England and France, the very remembrance of their discoveries was 
obliterated. It was reserved for the power of one master-mind to 
unite the Old and New Worlds, and to open the path to glory in the 
western wilds, brighter and nobler than the nations of the East. 

, 




CIlAl'TER II. 

DISOOVERY OF COLUMB US. 

history of the world does nol afford 
an epoch more imponant to mankind 
than the discovery of America by Co
lumbus, in 1492. It formed, as is well 
known, an era that gave a new and 
more adventurous direction to the ambi
tion of European nations; and while 
the consequent passion of enterprise 
sent bold spi rits to the vast regions of 
tbe newly-found world,--aDd, simultn

oeou8ly, by an almost equally great discovery.-thnt of &ai ling round 
Africa to the Eastern Indiel,-fresh e:Iploration. enriched the sci
cnces,_nd, from that period. geogrnphy, astronomy. and naviga
tion became more practically and more usefully known. 

A most remarkable coincidence of events distinguishes the period
• 

• 
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which followed the application of the magnet to the mariner's com
pass, and !.he age which immediately commenced after the discovery 
of America and of the East Indies by sen. During this epoch, 
gunpowder and tbe 8rl of printing were botb invented; ancient 
learning, Ihe am and sciences, were revived; a powerful and suc
cessful reai,lance to the papel authority WaJ declared; and the 
balance of power among princes became II Icading policy in Europe', 

To Portugal and to bet sovert'ign, King John I. , is duE' the honou r 
of ~ing the first nalion and prince in Europe to underto.ke great 
discoverie,. Some adventurers from 81lain fell in previously with 
the Canaries i bUI Ihi, discovery was not considered a national enter
prise; although the pope, in his assumed divine right to all the 
countries in the world, granted, in perpetuity, these Fortunate 
Islands, as they were caUed, with their infidel inhabitantt as slave" 
to Louis de la Cerda, of the royal family of Castile, who transferred 
them afterwards to a Norman baron. 

In the year 1412, John J., King of Portugal, commenced those 
voyages along the coestt of Africa, directed by his 8(ln, Prince ,Henry, which, in 1410, discovered Madeira, and. in 1433. extended 
so far south as to double Cape Boyador, and to enter the dreaded 
torrid zone . .&fore the death of Prince H enry, in 1463. the AZOleS 
and Cape de Verd Islands were dillCOven'd by the Portuguese. 
From this period until thl' accession of John 11., the nephew of 
Prince Henry. in 1481, the spirit of maritime discovery languished 
in Portugal, although a trade with the previously fouod countries 
was carried on without interruption. In 1484. John U. filted out a 
JlOI\·erful fieet, and declared himself the palron of navigation and 
discovery. It was in his service that Columbus completed thai 
knowledge and acquired that distinction which prepared him for 
engaging in the voyages that rende r his name immortal. 1'he P or
tuguese, after advancing south and forming settlements along the 
coast of Africa. reuched the Cape of Good Hope ; and a voyage 
round it was accomplished by Vasco de Gama, in the year 1497, 
five yean after the discovery of America by Columbus. 

The mind of this extraordinary man had. from an early period, 
been occupied in preparing the design of Ihe sublime enterprise that 
was destined to extend the limits to which ignomnce and supersti
tion bad tOnfined the boundaries of the earth. He. na a dutiful citi
zen, made hi, lint proposal 10 sailwe81ward to tho Indies to Genon. 
His off'er waa rejecled :\S lhat of a visionary adventurer. He fat. 

http:underto.ke
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the consolation ariaing from having discharged a patriotic obligation, 
hut was mortified, hut not disheartened, that his native country 
should have deridl'd a project, which he foresaw would extend fame 
to the nation under whoee auspices it should be undertaken. 

He was received favourably by John n. of Portugal, where the 
intelligence, and nautical ekill, and boldness of Columbus were well 
known , and where he had married the daughter of PerestrelIo, the 
discoverer of Madeira. But Ortis, the Bishop of Ceula, not only 
thwarted his views and derided them as chiml'rieal, but mesnlyat. 
temptl'd to deprive him of the honour hy sending, in the direction 
proposed by Columbus, a velSel under a Portuguese pilot, in order 
to atll'mpt and secure the glory of the discovery. 'l'he pilot had 
neither the genius nor the fortitude which Rre necessary to accom
plish bold enterprises. He consequently failed in the treacherous 

atlempt. 
Columbus applil'd, soon ali.erwards, to the government of France. 

But neither the prince nor the people had, at that period. been ani
mated by the spirit of maritime dis· 
covery. The chivalrous and gene
rous Francis t. had nOI ascended the 
throne; and it was destined that th~ 
most brilliant project ever made. wa! 
rejected:-a project which finally 
succeeded under the patronage of a •royal family which became, in con
sequence, tbe most powerful ri'l'al 
that ever mortified the predecessorr. 
of the House of Bourbon . 

Columbus then sent his brother 

Bartholomew to the court of Henry Vll. of England. Thst distrust

ful prince, after one bold and successful attempt to obtain the crown, 

never encouraged great, if in his mind the least hazardous or doubt

ful, enterprise!. He, however, by slight but not conclusive pro

mises, detained &rtholomew in England for six years; and the 

latter tinnily arranged with the king for the employment of his bro 

ther Christopher in the proposed voyage of discovery. 


In the mean time, Columbus, disgusted with the meannesa and 

exasperated by the treachery of Ortis, proceeded with hia charts 

and prop068.ls to the court of Ferdinand and Isabella. For eight 

years he exercised his address. his patience, his interest, and his 
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Ibllities at this courl, so I'tlmarl.:able then !Ind long after for the tardi
neu of its decillions. It is a trite rem~rk, that projectors are enthu
siasts. It ia fortunate that this accusation is true as regJI rds the 
projectors of arduous undertakings; otherwise, the apirit and th(! 
health of Columbus would hal"e been subdued before he accom
plished hi, great mission . He had to endure the most fatiguing 
delays, and to hear pronounced against him presumptuous and in
sulting judgmenUl by the ignorant and by the bigoted . To the 
honour of lsabelJa and her sex. and at her own expense, we are 
bound to attribute, in justice, the final 8ucceu of Columbus: who. 
after disploying, during eight years, in his whole character and con
duel, nn auiduity, a firmne8s and resolve of mind, nel'er sufficiently 
to be applnuded and imiLated, sailed from Cadiz on tlH~ 3d of August, 
1492, on the most daring enterprise ever undertnken by man . 

He proceeded on this voyage without any chart to guide him,_ 
with no acquaintance with the currentl, the winds, or climates of 
unknown seu: and lands,_nd in ignorance of the magnetic varia
lIon . His own genius and instinctive judgment,- his confidence in 
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:he spherical system of the world, although the law of gravity wo~ 
undiscovered.-his knowledge of the human heart.--and hil address 
in com manding and winning those placed under his authority. en· 
ablt.ld him to prevail over a crew which at length became impatient, 
and to advance. regardless of imaginary a6 well lUI real dangoNl, 
':.Intil he diecovered the island of Son Salvador. on October 12. 1492. 

COLUMBUS. on his 
fiNlt voyage. disco
vered San Salvador. 
H.'1Yti , and Cuba. 
Ht,I opened II friend· 
ly intercouTlle with 
the inhabitants; ob
tai ned permission to 
build a fort III 11 place 
which he caned Na· 
I'idad. on the north 
~id", of Hayti. where 

he Jen a colony of thirty men. willt "¥iOUl> stores. He then reo 
lumed towards Europe with gold. COIIOD. &G.• and accompanied by 
lome of the natives. He oJ:perienced a boisterous, dangt'TOuI, and 
tedious pumge. He put into the port of Lithon with bis \'c8sela 

, c 
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cnppled. John 11. received him with honourable respect, ahhougl
mortified at having lost for cref, by rejecting the offer fannedy made 
by Columbus, the glory of discovering a world which was now lO be 
Il8signed to Spain. Columbus proceeded to the court of Ferdinand 
and lsabello, where he WitS received with as much distinction 81 

was consilIent with the cold and (onnal etiquette of the royal house
hold of Spain. 

It is not within our present duign to enter on the history of th is 
memorable achievement. The voyages of Columbus have often 
been, and especially by Et distinguished American. well narrated. 

The merit of discovering the Continent of the New 'Varld was 
attempted to be denied to Columbus; and 90 far with success, that 
an able, unprincipled adventurer. with whom F onseca, an unfor· 
giving bishop, conspired, obwined by forgery and mis·statemenl.B 
the credit, (or some time, of being tho original discoverer. and had, 
in con!equence, his name given to all the VDst regions of the 'Vest. 

Columbus reached the Continent of America, in August. 1498; 
,vhereas Alonzo Ojeda (one of the formrr companions of Columbus) 
and Amerigo Vespucci did not sail on their iii'll! voyage (rom Cadiz. 
until the 20th of May, 1499. Amerigo made skilful use of the ad
miral's maps and charts. which the Bishop of Burgos put, from 
hatred to Columbus, inlo his hands; and to whom Ihe bishop gave 
also clandestine licenses, in contravention of tho authority beld by 
Columbus from Fordinnnd and Isabella. 



• 

• 
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CHAPTER m . 
SPANISII DISCOVERIES AND COXQUXSTS• 

passion (or discovering unknown 
countJic@, inspired by the 8UCceS8 of 
the projects which the great mind of 
Columbus conceived and planned, and 
which his persevering character ac
complished, became soon the mania of 
the age. 

'l'he principoJ man among tbe ad· 
venturers of that period was not Ame
rigo Vespucci. hUI Vincent Torres de 

Pinzon, who commanded one of the ships during the fin'lt voyage of 
Columbus. He was an able seaman, of liberal educntion, great 
courage, and of .uch ample fortune IS to enable him to fit out four 

" 
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slOut shipa at his own expense, with which he sai led, in January, 
1500, on a voyage of discovery. He WIlS the 6N1t Spanish subject 
who cl'08'ed the equinoctial line. and discovered the country of 
Santa C ruz, or the Holy Cross. and tho river Maranon, or Amazon, 
in Brazil. He did not succeed in persuading the Dalites to lradfl 
with bim. He returned north to the ri'fer Orinoco, which was dis. 
covered previously by Columbus. He lOOn after encountered a 
great stann, Joel two of his ships before he reached Hayti, and tiDally 
arrived B!lfeJy in Spain. 

In 1501, Roderic de Bastidas fitted out, at his owo expense, two 
ships i nnd, sailing from Cadiz, he discovered the country since then 
called Carthagena, and Magdalenna, nnd about n hundred leagues 
more of tho COBst of America than was known to Columbus. He 
opencd on intercoursc with the natives, brought some oflhcm away , 
and proceedrd 10 Hayti. So jealous were the Spaniards of each 
olhe r, that Bastidas Wb imprisoned for Ihc Buccess of his el;ter· 
prise. 

St. Juan de Pono Rico, called Borriquen by the natives, was dis· 
covered by Columbus, in 1493. but neglected until 1509, when Juan 
Ponce de Leon, an enterprising, ambitious, and tyrannical oobleman, 
WIl!l informed that gold was abundant in that island. He crossed 
over from Hayti, and was received kindly by the Ilrincillal cacique 
and by the nativcs ; who showed him the streams which carried 
down great quantities of gold with the aunds and washings from the 
mountains. On returning to Hayti, he managed to obtain a commis· 
sion (rom Spain (Dr conquering Pono Rico; and was, on landing, 
received by the nalives, who believed the Spaniards to be immortal, 
or they would, from their superior numbers, and with their poisoned 
arrows, as ",aa tbeir ID8.!lner of defending themselves against the 
Caribbeans, probably, on lIle attempt of Ponce de Leon 10 subdue 
lhem, have driven back the Spaniards with great loss of life. The 
nativcs believed the Spanianb invulnerable, and they submitted 
to labour and 10 slave ry, until a young Spaniard, on being carried 
across the ford of a river. on tbe shoulders uf a native of more than 
usual boldness, wal tbrown off by the Inlier who, ",ith lhe assistance 
of other native!. kept Ibe Spaniard under wate r until he was 
drowned. They then dragged him ashore, and, doubting whether 
he was dead. the Ind ians cried oul, uking pardon for tbe accident. 
during three days, until the body became so putrid liS to remore 1111 
their doubts. The natives being now convinced that the Spaniards 
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could I.e killed, T03e upon, and slaoghtered more than n hundred 
of their oppreuon. Ponce do Leon finally succeeded in reducing 
the whole island to his authority, and the natives to slavery in the 
mines; in which, and under other cruelties, they became ellinct in 
a short period . 

Diego Velasquez sailed from Hayti, in November, 1611, to con
quer Cuba, which he accomplished, after commiuing the most nor
rible atrocities. 

Attempts were made, at this period, to conquer and settle on the 
coast of Carthsgena and Darien, 

In 1609, John de Esquibel was sent by Diego Columbus from St. 
Domingo 10 form the fint settlement in Jamaica, to which Alonzo de 
Ojeda laid a claim, and threatened to hang Esquibel. 

During the following year, Ojeda and John de la COMS, who had 
received I; license to capture and lake possession of Vt'nlgua, Car
thagens, and otber westem count ries, sailed from St. Domingo. 
landed on the Continent. and had several conflicts with the natives 
who were a bolder and more advanced Tace than the aborigines of 
Hayti, In one attacle, 8e'(enly Spaniards were killed. and the re
mainder wounded with poisoned arrows. Ojeda and Cosns were 
saved by the arrival of another adventurer, Nicuessa, with four ships. 
The latter attncked the natives. burnt their town. in which Ihey 
found a large store of gold , and taking a number of prisoners, scnt 
them ss slaves to work in the mines of Hayti. Among the com
manden of these vessels was Fmncis Pizarro, whom Ojeda left at 
St. Seooatian, the plaee where he fixed upon for a settlement. The 
latter entered into an agreement with an outlaw, or pimte. to take 
him in his vessel to St. Domiogo. Tbe pirate's veasel Will wrecked 
on the coo.st of Cuba, from whence they escaped 10 Jamaica in It 

canoe. The pi~te Willi there apprehended and hanged. Pizarro 
was obliged to leave St. Sebastian, and escaped with a few mcn to 
Carthagena.- where Enciso, wilh two ships, arrived from St. D()o 
mingo. Pizarro and Enciso then proceeded to St. Sebastian, where 
they were shipwrecked, and. on landing, found the plo.ce entirely 
destroyed by Ihe natives. They saved. from the wrecks, provisions. 
arms, and various articles, and proceeded to re-establish themselves 
at St. Sebastian, but they were reduced to great ex~remitiea by the 
attacks of the natives. and by the scanty supply of food. 

Ooe of the most remarkable mcn amoog the elplorers of America 
accompanied this expedition. This person was Vasquez Nunez de 

'. 
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Halboft, a man of good family, who had formerly sniled with Bu:.
.idol on his voyage or discovery. He had obtained II. settlement at 
Hayti. bot having been accused or some excesses, ror which he w~s 
10 have been executed; he escaped by being concealed on board 
Enciso's ship in a bread CIlsk. He ventured afier a day to make his 
.ppearance, Enciso was enraged, as he had been warned not to 
take anyone but Ihose on his muster·roll. rrom Hayti; but the prin
cipal persons on board interceded for Nunez,ond ha wal conse
quently protected. He was afterwnrdl almo!!! the only person at 
St. Sebastian who hod not ab80lutely given llimself up to de
spair. Enciso was rallied and encouraged by Nunez, by whose 
energy the stranded vessels were Ilt lsst got afloat, nnd they sailed, 
according to the advice of Nunez. to where he had seen a town, 
when he had made the voyage witb Butidas. They, accordingly. 
sleered f~ tbe river Darien, and found the place and country such 
I~ both were described by Nunez. They marched against th, 
CIlcique and hi.s people. attacked and put them to flight,- found II 
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the town, which was immediately deserted, abundance of provISIons., 
also cotton spun and unspun, household goods of various kinds, and 
more than the value of 810,000 in gold plates. The success of this 
adventure being justly attributed to Nunez, his reputation became 
great. He depri.,ed Enciso, who bore him no goodwill from the 
firat, of all authority; gained, by his boldness, the con6dE'nce of 
the Spaniards, and fou nded the settlement of St. Maria. Nune~ 

established his authority and retained his power in Darien, and the 
country then called Castell d'Oro, by gaining over, or defenting, the 
chiefs of the cnuntry. by buying, with the gold he scnt to St. Do
mingo, the Il.uthoritiea there over to his interest, and by his superior 
fertility of resources under the most difficult circumstances. 

In the middle of September, 1513. having been informed of rich 
and vast regions to the south-west; stretching along a gnat ocean 
which was not far distant, be departed from St. Maria. accompanied 
by the afterwards celebrated Francis Pizarro, on an upedition, in 
which, after IIOme desperate confticts with the natives. he ad'fllnced 110 
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far, on Ihe 25th of September, as to behold, Jying brood in view 
the great Pacific Ocean. 

Nunez poueued the manner and ability of maMing himself be
loved by his companions nnd followers. He IVa.! kind to the sick 
and the wounded, and shared the sarno fatigues and the same food 

' ItS the humbles! soldier. Before reacbing the shores of the Pacific. 
he was opposed by Chiapes, the cacique of the country; who, bow
ever, wns soon ro uted. and several of the natives killed by fire.arms,or 
tom by blood·bounds, those powerful auxiliaries of the Spanish con
quero1'll in America. Nunez then mode pence with th~m.-exchang
ing trinkets of little cost for gold to the value 01 four thousand 
pieces. Piz!Uro was then sent in advance to viclV the coost, lind 
two others proceeded, on different routes, to find the nearest wny 
from the heights to the sea. Nunez followed as soon as he could 
brjng up the sick and wou nded. On reaching the shore, he wallled, 
with hill annour on, into the sea, unlil the waler reached his middle, 
lind then performed solemnly the ceremony of taking possession in 
the name of the crown of CILStile, of the ocean which he had disco
I"ered. 

The Indians provided him with canoe.; nnd, contrary to the ad
vice of the natives, he proceeded with about eighty Spaniards, and 
Chiapes, the cacique, to cross a brood bay. Bad weathel came on, 
and they barely escaped perishing on nn island where several of 
their canoes wl(te wrecked. On the following day they landed 
with grent difficulty; being opposed by II cacique, whose people, 
however, were soon put to flight by the fire-arms and by the dogs 
of the Spuni:uds. ~unez soon brought this cacique to tenns, 
and, for a few trinkets, received a considerable weight of gold, and 
Il considerable number of l:ar~ pellrls of grel'll value. The dif· 
ferent caciques gIlve him the most flattering account. of the vnst 
countries which they described ns extending to the south and south· 
west. 

Before attempting further disco\'cries, he considered it prudent to• 
return from the Paci fic. and arrived at Santa Maria about the end of 
January, 1613, with the gold Ilnd pearls he had collected , and which 
he distributed fairly among th(' sold iNs , deducting one·fifth for the 
king. He immediat~ly Il('nt tbe king'. share of gold and pearls Ind 
In his own to Spain by In agent. On arriving at Se'fille, this agent 
Ippljed first to the Bishop of Burgos, who wo. delighted at the light 
of the gold and pearls. T he bishop sent him to the king, and used 

• 
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all his influence with Ferdinand, who entertained a strong aversion 
to Nunez de Balboa. 

The old king, Ferdinand, who, unlike his decea.sed consort, Isa
bella, was always jealous of superior men, and especially of dis~ 
vereD, did not on this occuion depart from bis former bose policy 
of supplanting the men who performed the most arduoua undertak
ings, by the worst and most perfidious of his own creatures; such 
as Ovanda and Bobadilla. The Bishop of Burgos had, previous to 
the arrival of the agent with treasures from Nunez, counselled the 
king to supersede him by one of the worst characters in Spain. 
Instead of confinnipg Nunez de Balboa in the government of t.he 
'::ollntries he discovered and annexed to the crown of Castile, Ferdi
nand appointed Pedro Arias d'Avila, or, as the Spanish wr:ters. by 
.::ontrncting the firat name, call him, Pcdrarias, governor of CastE'll 

. d'Oro. He wus destitute of allthe qUIlJities which constitute a good 
mon of great mind; but haughty lind ignorant, he lVas a master of 
the arts of oppression, violence and fmud. He len Spain in April, 
1614, with a fleet of fifteen ships, two thousand troops. a bishop, 
John de Quevedo, and numerous greedy and rapacious followers of 
noble birth; among olhers, Enciso, the enemy of Nunez. On their 
arrivRi at Santa Maria, they lVere received by Nu ncz with great 

• 
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f€~pect. They found the latter inhnbitmg a small house, in simple 
Quire, living on the most frugal diet, and drinking no other liquid 
than waler; while he had, allhe same time. a strong fort with four 
hundred and fifty brave soldiers faithfully attached to him. That he 
was ambitious, and did severe things 10 obtain that power which he 
was never known 10 abuse, i! admiued. His accounts and state
ments were clear, and he had annexed Ihe country, between the 
Atlantic and Ihe !ea which he had disco ..ered. to the crown of Spain. 
Pedmriaa imprisoned this great maD, and !!lent strong representations 
against him to Spain. 

There were, however. some hone!! men among those brought OV(l r 

by Pedrarias, who sent a true account of Nunell: to the king; and 
the latter forrtlaJlyexpressed his approbation of the conduct of the 
late governor, and appointed him lord-lieutenant of the C<nlntries of 
the South Seas; directing also that Pedrariu should act by the 
advice of his predecessor. 

On tbe king's letters arriving from Spoin, they were suppreslt'd 
by Pedmrias; who., in the mean time, by his pt'rfidy and cruel 
t'nctions, brought the whole native population into hostility and 
revolt against the Spaniards. The Bishop Q.ue..edo then interfered , 
Nunez waa liberated, and, by hif skill and demennor, established 
tranquillity, nnd proceeded to the South Sea to build u town, which 
he in Il short time accomplished, lind WIIS then rt'called by Pedro
rias. To the a8l0nishment and horror of aU the Spaniards, Nunez 
WII.8 charged with tr~ason by Pedmrins. nnd publicly beheaded. on 
the cha.rge lhst he bad invaded the domains of the crown, merely 
by CUlling down, witbout the goTemor's license, the trees used in 
erecting the town which he built. 

His execution was declared a lDurder by the Royal Audienzll of 
St. Domingo; yet Pedrarias, whom the Bishop of Chiapa described 
as the moet wicked monster who was eve r sent to America, conti
nued for many yean, by the king's wiIJ , to exercise his cruelty and 
injustice. 

Thua periahed Nunez de Balbon, in 1511, at the age oC Corty-two 
yellTs, for ha t' ing served his king with more fidelity than Ilny of the 
Spanish conquerors; of whom, if we may except Cortt'z. he was 
the ablt'st; and whoee cbaracter !tands far higher than Bny of those 
who added new territories to the dominionl of Spain. 

Pedmriu. after tbe murder of Nunez, removed to Panama, where 
he erected a palace. In hiJ bOlitilities and cruelties to tbe cacique. 
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and the native tribes, he caused great destruction of life; and 11) ill· 
judged and planned were his enterprises, that, in .ubliuing one 
cacique. Uracca of the mountains, more Spanish lives were lost thaD 
during the whole conquest of Mexico by Corles. 

T he only important conquest made under Pedrarias. lVas by 
Francis Hernandez, of the tt-rritory of Nicaragua, to which the g0

vernor immediately repai red to utke possesaion of for himsel f. 
lealous of Hemandez, as he waa of Nunez, he charged the former 
with a design to revolt; which tbe latter, confident in hi, innocence, 
boldly denied. P edrariaa immediately ordered him to be executed: 
power was to be ypheJd by the immediate death, according to the 
maxim of thi, tyrant, of conquerors who were , uspected. F or thie 
murder, equally barbarous as thllt of Nunez, P edrariaa was not 
called to account. • 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE CONQUEST 01' MEXICO. 

HE portion of the New World earliest colonized by 
the Spaniards was the island of SL Domingo, Hayti, 
or Hispaniola, discovered by Columbus. in his fi~1 
voyage, in the ycar 1492. For nearly twenty years, 
this island was the only colony of imporlance beld 

by the Spaniard. in the New World; here a[onc did they occupy 
lands, build towns, Bnd found a regular commonwealth. Cuba, 
although the second of the islands discovtlretl by Columbus, remained 
long uncolonized; indeed, it waa not till the yeliT 1609, that it was 
circumnavigated and 8sccnained to be on i.IA nd. At length , as 
we have already scen, it was conquered and colonized by Velas
quez. Ambitiou. of sharing the glory to be derived from the dis
covery of new countries. Velasquez fined out one or two expe
ditions. which he despatched westward. to explore the seas in that 
direction. In one of these expeditions which set ou t in 1517. com
manded by a rich colonist called Cordo,a. the peninsula of Yuca
Ian was dilco'l't'red, and the existence of II. large and rich country 

" 
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called Culua or Mexico Il!cerlained. Elated with this discovery. 
Velasquez filted out another expedition under his nephew. Juan 
de Grijalva, who, leoTing Cuba in April, 1518, spent five month~ 

in cruising along the newly discovered coast, and trafficking with 
the nativea for gold trinkets and cotton cloths, very skilfully manu· 
factured. The result of this uPfdition W8JI the importation to Cubn 
of gold and jewels to the amount of twenty thousand pelOl, or up
warda of £00,000. . 

Delighted with his suC'ceu, Velasquez wrote home to Spain an· 
nouncing his diaco"ery, and petitioning for authority from the king 
to conquer and colonize the country which his subordinates. Cordova 
and GrIjalva, had discovered. 'Vithout waiting, however, fo r II 

reply to his petition, he commenced fitting out a much larger squlld. 
ron th~.l either of the two former; and this he placf'd under the 
COlT,mand of Hernando Cortes, a respectable Spanish hidalgo, or 
gentleman, residing in the island, and who wu at this time thirty 
years of age. 

Cortes proceeded with the greatest activity in making hia prepa
rations. "Borrowing money for the purpose," saya Bernal Diaz, the 
goaiping chronicler of the Conquest, "he caused to be mllde a 
standard of gold and "elvet, with the royal arma and a cross embroi· 
dered thereon, and a Latin motto, the meaning of which was, 'Br~ 
then, follow this holy croas with true faith, for under it we ahall con· 
quer.' h was proclaimed by beal of drllm and sound of trumpet, 
that all such llS entered the service in the present e.xpedition should 
hll ve their shares of what gold was obtained. and grants of land as 
soon 8JI the eonquest IVai effected. The proclamation was no sooner 
mnde than, by general inclination lUI well as the private influence of 
Cortet. volunteer!J olTh red themselvt"11 everywhere. Nothing WIlt to 
be seen or spoken of but selling lands to purchase arms and horses, 
quilting coaL!l of mail, making bread, and salting pork for sea-store. 
Above three hundred of us assembled in the town of St. Jago." 
These preparations were likely to be interrupted. Velasquez, rumi· 
nating the probable con!equencet of the upedition, had begun to 
repent of having appointed Cortes to the command, and I\'Il! lecretly 
plotting his removal. Corte., perceiving these symptoms, deter
mined to outwit his patron. Accordingly, on the night of the l &h 
of November, J61S-having warned all the captains, masters, pilots, 
and sold iers, to be on board, and having shipped all the atores thaI 
had been collected-Cortel set sail from the port of St. Jago, with 

D 
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out anuouncing bia intention to Velnsque%, resolving to stop at some 
of the more wellerly porta of the island (or the purpose of complet
ing hia preparations. where be would be beyond the reacb of the 
governor. Noching could exceed the rage of Velasquez at the sud
den departure of Cortes. He wrote to the commandanta of two towns 
at whicb he learned that the fleet had put in for reeruitl aDd provi
&ions, to Beize Cortes, aDd send him back; but auch waa the popu
larity of Cortea, tha! both were afraid to make the attempt. 

At last all Wa.!J ready, and Cortes finally aet sail from Cuba on the 
18th of February, 11)19. The expedition, wbich coneialed of eleven 
nssel8, most of them arnall, and without deeks, met with no disa~ter 
at sea, but arrived snftlly at the island of Gozumel, off the coast of 
Yucatan, after a few days' sail. Here Cortes landed to review hi, 
troops. They consisted of five hundred and fifty-three soldiers, not 
including the mariners, who amounted to a hundred and ten. They 
pos9"'..ssed sixteen hOrsH, some of them not very serviceable, ten brass 
field-pieces, four IImaller piecos, called falconelS, lind thirty-two 
cross-bow.; the majority of the soldiers being armed with ordinary 
steel ·weapons. Attending on the army were about two hundred 
Cube. Indians, and some Indian women . And as religion in those 
days sanctioned mili tary conquest, there we re in addition two :::Jer
gymen-Juan Diu and Bartholomew de Olmedo. 

For nine or ten days, the Spaniarda remained at Cozume1, maki ng 
acquaintance with the natives, who were very friendly. Here Cortes. 
whose zeal for the Catholic religion was one of the strongest of his 
feelings, made it one of his first concerns to argue ,.,ith the nati'fe8. 
through an interpreter. on the point of their religion. He eYen 
went ao rar as to demolish their idols before their eyes, and erect an 
Iltar to the Virgin on the spot where they had stood. The native. 
were borror-etruck, and seemed at first ready to fall upon the Spa. 
niards. but at length they acquiesced. 

' Vhile at Cozumel, Corles had the good fortnne to pick up a 
Spaniard. who, having been wrecked in his pll.S9age from Darien to 
Hispaniola in the year 16 11 , had for /leven years been detained as a 
.ine among the Indians of Yucatan. The nanle of this poor man 
was leromino de Aguilar ; he had been educated fot the church; 
and as be could .peak the language of Yucatan, his ser'l'ices as an 
interpreter were likely to be very valusble. On the 4th of March. 
1619, the fleet. consiating of eleven vessels, eommanded respectively 
by Corte!. Pedro de Al'l'arado, Alonzo Puerto Carrero, Francisco de 
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Montejo, Christoval de Olid, Diego de Ordaz. Velasquez de Loon. 
J uan de Escalante, Francisco de MorIa. Escobar, and Gines Nortes. 
!let sail from Cozumel. and on the 13th it anchored at the mouth of 
the river Tobasco or Grijalva, flowing into tbe south of tbe Bay of 

Campeachy. 
The expedition had nolV reached the scene of active operations; 

it had arrived on the COIlllt of the American CODlinent. Cortes does 
not appear to ~Ilve been naturally a. blood ily disposed man. He 
was only what a perverted education and the vices of his time had 
made him-a man full of mighty notions of tbe Spanish authority; 
of its right to take. by foul or fair menns, any country it liked; and 
not without an excuse from religion to rob and kiJIthe unfortu nllte 
natives who dared to defend their' territories. 

We have n OlV, therefore. to record the beginning of a most unjus! 
and mercilen war of aggrcssion. As Cortes, with his followen , sailed 
lip the river IlS fllr as Taooaco. he everywhere obselVed the natives 
prepruing to repel his attack. and at length he was brought into col
;.ioo with them-of COline, overpowering them by force of arma. 



40 THlI CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 

with immenl8 slaughter. On reaching 'rabB!eo, hia soldiers fought 
their way through dense mnsses of IndiBoa, who discharged among 
Ihl'rn perfect clouds of arrows and stones. Pushing through the 
streets, which were lined wilh houses. some of mud. and some of 
Slone, the victors reached a large open square in the centre, where 
temples of large size 	were erected. Here Ihe troop.s were drawn 
up j and Corll'S, ad"anciog to II. large ceiba tree, which grew in the 
middle, gave it three slashes with his sword, and look possession of 
the city and country in the name of his royal master, Don Carlos. 
King of Castile. 

Next do.y, another great battle wa~ rought between Ihe Spaniards 
Rod the T aooscans on the plain of Ceulla. a few miles distant from 
the city. For an hour, the Spanish fought in the midst of an ocean 
of enemies, battling on all sides,ooalil,lg ont: wave hack only that 
another might advance-a lillIe islet encircled by the savage break· 
en. At length, with the assistance of th",ir horse-a terrible sight 
to the Indians-the Spaniards were victorious. ThE' spirit of the 
Tllooscans was now completely subdued. 

,:::::=;--,:=::;:~HELR chiefs came to the camp of Cortes with 
r: 	 fllc!c's and gesture. expressive of contrition , 

and brought him presents of fowls, fish , 
maile, and numerous gold toys representing 
n,Qny kinds of animals in miniature. F or 
thtl horsE'S, they brought fl feast of turkeys 
and roses ! They also gave Corles twenty 
lndian girls to attend tbe army. '1'0 his 

inquHit!s respecti ng the country whence they obtai ned the gold. they 
replied by repetitions of the words "Culua II and" Mexico," and 
pointing to the west. Having obtained all the information the Ta· 
bascans could give him, Cortes resolved to proceed on his voyage. 
Accordingly, after a solemn mass, which the Indians IIttended, the 
armament left Tahnsco, and, after a lIhort sail, arrived olf the coast 
of St. J uan de Ulloa, the sile of the modern Vem Crul . It was on 
H oly '1'hursday, (April 20,) in the year 15 19, that they arrived at 
the port of St. Juan de Ulloa, tbe extreme eastern province of the 
Mexicnn dominions, properly so called. The fOya] fillg was fioating 
from the mll!t of Cortel'slhip. Tbe Spaniards could see the beach 
crowded with nativel, who had come down to gaze at the strange 
"water·housel," of which they had rormerly seen specimens. At 
Jength, a light pirogue filled with nativea. some of them evidently 
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meD of rank, pushed off from the shore and steered for the ship of 
Cortes. The Indians went on board without any symptoms offear, and . 
what was more striking, with an air of ease and perfect good-bretod
mg. They spoke a different language from that of the inhabitants 
ofCozumel or the TabMcan&---ll language, too, ,vbich Aguilar did not 
understand. Fortunately, one of the tweDty Indian girls presented 
by the Tabascans to the SpaDiards, was n :'o1exican by birth. This 
girl, whoae Spanish name of Donna Mari na is imperishably associ
nted with the history of the Conquest of Melico, was the daughter 
of a chief, but, by a singular course of events, had become a slave 
in 'f ahnsco. She had already attracted attention by her beauty, 
sweetness, and gentleness, and she had been mentio ned to Cortes. 
Her services now became valuable . T he Mexican wttl her no tive 
language; but, by her residence in Taoosco, she had ocquired the 
Toooscon, which languoge was aL'lO familiar to Aguilar. Interpret
ing, therefore, what the Mexicans wid into Tabascan 10 Agl,1ilnr, 
Aguilar, in lurn, interpreted the Toooscan inlo Spanish; ond thus, 
though somewhat circuitously, Cortes could hold communication 

"·ilh his visilors. 
Aztec visitors: who came on board \he 

ship of Cortes, informed 
bim thnt they were in
structed by the governor of 
the province to ask whl1l 
he wanled on their coasts, 
and to promise thllt what
ever he required should be 
supplied. Cortes replied 

that hia object was to make the acquaintance of the people of thoae 
countries, and that he would do them no injury . He the n presented 
thtlm wit h some beads of cut gla8! , and after an entertainment of 
wine, they took their dtlpllrture. promising that Tellthlille. the gl>
,.ernor of the province under their great emperor, should visit him 

the nelt day. 
Nelt dny, FridllY, the 2ht of Apri l, 1619, Cortes landed with hI! 

trOOPS, and had an interview with Teuthlille, who received the 
visi tors with su!picion i and this feeli ng was not lessened by the 
porade of mounted dragoons and firing of guns, with which the 
Spanish commllnder thought 6t to astonish him and the othe r nil· 
ti ves. Sketche. were taken of the appearance of the strangers, in 
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oreer to be sent to Montezuma, the king of the country. who was 
likewise to be informed that the white men, who hnd arrived on his 
coast, desired to be allowed to come and see him in his capital. 

Here we pause to present a short account of tbe Mexican empire, 
in which Corlee had landed; also of the character and government of 
this monarch, Montezuma, whom the Spaniards expected soon to be 
permitted to vi,it. 

If a traveller, landing on that part of the COBlt of the Mexican 
gulf where Cortes and his Spaniards landed three hundred and 
thirty years ago, were to proceed westward, !lcrose the Conlinent, he 
would pnSII successi vely th rough three regions or climates. First, 
he would PRSS through the tierra caliente, or hot region , distinguished 
by all the features of the tropics-their luxuriant vegetRtion , their 
ocGasional sandy deserts, and their unhealthiness at particular sea
sons. After sixty miles or ,mvel through this tierra calieote, he 
would enter the tierra tffllplada, or temperate region, where the 
products of the ,oil are sucb as belong to the 10011 1 genial European 
countries. Ascending through it. the traveller at lasl leaves wheat
fields beneath him, lind plunges into forests of pine, indicating hi. 
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entrance into the tit.rra/ria, or cold regioD, where the sleety blult 
from the mountains penetrate the very bones. Tbis tierra fria con· 
~titules tbe summita of part of the great mountain range of thot 
Andes, which truerse. the whole American conti nent. Fortu 
nately, however, at this point the Andes do nol attain their greaterl 
elevation. Instead of rising, as in some otber paIU of their range, 
in a huge perpendicular wall or ridge, they here flatten and widell 
out, 110 as to constitute I!. vatt platE'8u, or table-land, six or seven 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. On this immense ,heel 01 
table.land, stretching for hundreds of miles, the inhabitants, though 
liVing within the tropics, enjoy a climate equal 10 tbat of the south 
of Italy; while their proximity to the extremes both of heat and 
cold, ennblea them to procure. without much labour, the luxuries of 
many landll. Across the lable-land thure stretches, from east lO weill. 
a chain of yolcanic peaks. some of which are of immense height, 

and covered perpeluIIU}. with snow. 
'I'his table-land WI!.S called . by the ancient Mexicans, the plnin 

of Anahuac. Near its centre is a valley of an oval form, Ilbout 
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two hundred miles in circumferenu, surrounded by II. mmpllrt 
of porphyritic rook, and overspread for about a tenth part of 
its surface by five distinct lakes or Iheetl of water. This is the 
celebnued Valley of Mexico-ea.lled a valley only by compariltOll 
witb. the moulltains which surround it, for it is leven thousand feet 
above the level or the sea. Round the margins of the five lakes 
ODce stood numerous cities, the reliea of which &Ie yet visible; and 
on an islet in the middle of the mrgest lake, stood the great city of 
Mexico, or Tenochtitlan, the capital of the empire which the Span
inds were now invading, and the residence of the Melican emperor, 
Montezum8. 

'I'be origin of the Mexicans is a question of .great obscur:ty-a 
part of Ihe more eXlensive question of the manner in which Ame
rica was peopled. According to Mr. Prescott, the lalell and one of 
the besl authorilies on the subject, the plains of Anahuac were over
run, previous to the discovery of America, by several l ucceasive 
races from the nOrlh-west of the Continent where it apPfOllchel Asia. 
Thus, in the thirteenth century. the great table·land of Central Ame
rica was inhabited by a number of mCe! and ~ub-rnces, all originally 
of the same ttock, but differing from each other greatly in characte r 
and degree of civilization, and engaged in mulUal hostilities. The 
cities of th('S6 different mces were scattered over the plateau, prin
cipally in the neighbourhood of the fiv e lakes. Tezcuco, on the 
eastern bonk of the greatest of the lakes, was the capital of the Acol
huans; and the 'J'enochtitlan, or Mexico, founded in 13"~, on an 
island in the same Inke, was the capital of the Aztecs. 

In the thirteenth Bnd fourteenth centuries. the dominant mce in 
the plains of Anahuac was the Acolhusns, or Tflzcucans, repre
sented as a people of mild and polished manners, skilled in the ele
p nt arts, nnd potUuing literary habits and tasle8--the Alhenians, 
if we may 10 all them, of the New World . The most celebrated 
of the 'fezcucan sovereigns was Nezahualcoyotl, who reigned early 
ill the fifteenth century. By this prince a revolution \\'8S effecleJ ' 
in the political state of the valley of Anahuac. He procured the 
formation of a confederacy between 'r ezcuco and the two neighbour. 
ing friendly cities of Melico nnd TLlcoptln, by which they hound 
themsel"es leyerally to assist each other when attacked, and to carry 
on wan conjointly. In this strange alliance, Tezcuco was the prin. 
cipal member, u being confessedly the moat powerful state; Muico 
_toad nell i and wily, Tlacopan . as being inferior to the other two 
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Nezahualcoyotl died in ]470, and waa succeeded on the Tezcucan 
throne by his son Nezahualpilli. During his reign the Tezcucnn. 
{ell from their position as the fi rst member of the triple confederacy 
which his father had fonned, and gave place to the Aztecs or Mexi
co.ns. These AzteC! had bt>en gradually growing in consequence 
since their first arrin,1 in the valley. Decidedly inferior to the T l!z, 
cucans in culture, and profeSlling a much more bloody and impure 
worship, they exC('lIed them in certain. qualities, and possessed, on 
the whole, a firmer and more compact charncter. If the Tezcuctlns 
were the Greeks, the Aztecs were the Romans of the New 'Vorld. 
Under a series of able princes they had increased in importance, till 
now, in the reign of Nezah ualpilJi, they were the rivals of their 
allies, the Tezcucans, for the sovert:ignty of Anahuac. 

In the Yf'ar 1502, n vacancy occurred in the throne of Tenocll· 
titian, or Mexico. The elcclion fell on Montezuma H., the nephew 
of the decea.ed monarch, a young man wbo had already distin
guished himself u a soldier and a priest or sage, and who W8.!I noted, 
as his name-~10ntezuma (sorrowful manr-implied. for II. certain 
gravity and sad severity of manner. The first yenTS of Montezu
ma '. reign were apent in war. Carrying hi. victorious arms as far 
as Nicaragua and Honduras in the south, and to the shores of the 
l\lcxican gulf in the east, he extended the sovereignty of the triple 
confederncy, of which he woe a member, over an immense extent of 
territory. Distant provinces he compelled to pay him tribute; and 
the wealth of Anahuac flowed from oil directions towards the Valley 
of Mexico. Haughty and IICvtre in his disposition, and magnificent 
in his tastes, he. ruled like an Oriental despot over the provinces 
which he had conquered; and the leasl attempt at rebellion was 
iearfully punished , captives being dmgged in hundrros to the capital 
to be shlughtered on the stone of human sacrifice in the great war 
temple.. Nor did MOnlezuma', own natural-born ,ubjects stand 
less in dread of him. ' Vise, libernl, ond even generous in his 
government, his inflexible and relentleSfl justice, and his lordly 
notions of his own dignity, made him an object les8 of affection than 
of awe and reverence. In his presence, his noblee spoke in whis
pers j in his palace he was served with a slavi.h homage; and 
when he appeared in public, his .ubjects veiled their faccs as un

• ~id.... we ordinary IOCrif1c6 in which we victim-, hean 'WU elll OUI and lllid 
on tbe aha., there Willi a gladiltlOru.J ...crillce, where th" \'ictim ooutend&d wilh .. 
luccHBion of warriors before bell'll! otfcred up. 
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worthy to gaze upon hi, person. The death of Neznhualpil1i, in 
1516, mAde him absolute sovereign in Anahuac. On the dealh of 
that king, two of his .oDS, CIlC8ma and htJilxocbiti. contended for 
lhe tbrone of Te%cuco. Montezuma sided with Cacama; and the 
dispute was at length ended by compromise between the two bro
thers, by which the kingdom was divided into two parts--Cacama 
obtaining the southern half with the city of 'fezcuco, and htlib:ochil1 
the northern half. 

Thus. at the period of the arrival of the Spaniards, Montezuma 
waa ab90lute sovereign of nearly the whole of that portion of Cen
tral America which lie. between the Gulf of Mexico lind the Paci6e 
Oeean-the kinp of Tezcuco and Tlacopan being nominally his 
confederates lind counsellors, according to the ancient treaty of alli
ance belwE'en the three states, but in reality his dependents. The 
spot where Cones had landed wu in one or the maritime province. 
IIr Monttzuma'a dominion. 

, 
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i8 a singular but woll·aulhcntll .. llted 
fact, that, when the Sp4niards landed 
in America, a general expcctation 
prevailed among the natives of the 
arrival of a mysterious raco )f white 
moo from the East, who were 10 
conquer the country. ']'his WII.! es
pecially the case in Mexico. There 
"'"S a tradition among Ihe Mexicans 
(I,at, some ages before the arrival of 

th~ Spaniards, and while yet Ine Aztec empire was in its infancy, 
there appeared in Anahuac a divine personage called QuetzalconlL 
He WIlS nman of benevolent aspect, tall in s!!ltJre, with a white 
complexion, long dark hair, and a flowing beard; and he came from 
the East. He teaiaed in Anahuac for many years, teaching the 
Mexicans numerous arts and IIciences, and reforming thei r manners; 
and under his care the country flourished and became happy. At 
length, some difference arose between him and the Mexicans, and 
they no longe r paid respect to the words of the good QuetzalcOl.t1. 
He then nnnounced 10 them that he was going to depart from their 
country. Proceeding eu;tward, delaying a little while at Cho/ula, a 
city which ever alier Wall regarded as sacred, he nrrived lit the lIoa
shore. Embarking on board n little skiff, made of serpents' skins, 
he pushed out to sea, and, as the Mexicans strained their eyell al\el 
bim, be disappeared in the distance, going. na it seemed, to the East. 
Before he departed, however, he delivered a prophecy, tbat at some 
future time, people of his race, with wbite complexions like his, 
would come from the East to conquer and possess the country. 

The tl1ldition of Quetzalcootl's prophecy was rifr among the na· 
li\'es of Anahuac. when Cortes arrived, and it wall with a kind of 
religious awe thai Montezuma and his people heard of the arrival 
of the white men in their "water·houses." Corles and his men 
constituted, as we have seen, this body. Teuthlille', messengers, 
announcing their arrival, had already reached Montezuma; and he 
was now deliberating in what manner he should receive the slran· 
gelll. In order to learn his decision, let U8 return to the Spaniards 
on tbe aea--coftst. 

The Spaniards, sUl'plied by the natives with plenty of e,ery 
th ing which they required, were waiting the return of the meuen 
el'l to Montezuma. After Sit. days, they leturned, accompanied by 
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TeuthliJ!e. They bore with them a IlpJendid present from Montt
:wma to the Sllanish emperor. It consisted of lunda of finely . 
\Houghl colton, ornamented with feo.therwork; Dnd a miscellanoou8 
coileclion of je1\'E'is and articles of gold lind siil'cr, r ichly carved, 
of which the moat ftttraclivc were twO circular plates, as larg., II.!I 

ca rrillge-wheela, one of gold, valued at more than fifty thousand 
pounds. and intended 10 represent the su n; the other of si lver, and 
representing the moon. AI they gazed on the k ingly present, the 
Spaniards could scarcely contain their raptures. T he meuage 
which accom pan ied it, however, was less satisfactory. Montezuma 
was happy to hcar of tho existence of his brother, the K ing of Spain, 
Ilnd wished him 10 consider him 8S his friend; he could not, how
e\'er, come 10 see the Spaniards, nnd it was too far for them to come 
and \'i9i t him. He, therefore, hoped they would drparl, aDd carry 
his respecUl to his brother, their monarch. 

To this Cortes, thanking Montezuma fo r his present, replied, that 
he could not leue the cou ntry without being ahle to say to his king 
that he had seen Montezuma with his ow n eyes ; and tbe amOOssIl
don again departed, carrying it sorry present from Cortes to Monte
zuma. After another interval of sil days they returned, with an
other sA, little inferior in value to the former, and informed Cortes 
that the great Montezuma hat.! received bi, present with satisfaction, 
but thnt, as to the interview, he could not permit Rny more to be 
said on the subject. Cortes, though greatly mortifi ed , thanked them 
politl!ly, and returned to Montl'ZUmR a second message to the SRrne 
effect as the former, but couched in more decided language. The 
MelicRns withdrew in distrust, and ct'ased to barter with the Spa
niards. or to bring them supplies. 

Meanwhill' , differences had been springing up among the Spa
niards themselves, the partisans of Velasquez in~isting that they 
ought now to feturn 10 Cuba, and that it Wtl!! folly to think of found
ing a selliement. Pretending to yield to the cmmoul1I of these per
sons, Cortes issued orders for embarkl\tion on the following day. 
Imm~diatf'ly the other party, consisting of the friends of Cortes, 
Rocked to his tent, and implored him not 10 give up the enterprise 
\vhich had bei!n so successfully begun. This lI'as precisely what 
Cortes wished. Accordingly, after some delay, he seemed to yield; r 
and, re1'oking the order for embarkation. he announced hi! wiJling
ness to found a settlement in the name or the Spanish sovereign. 
Forthwith, the new city. although not a 1I0ne of it had yet b;:o;:n 
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flll sed, and the site had atone been determined on, WIIS named Villa 
Rica de In Vera Cruz-"Tho Rich Town of the Truo Cross." 
Magistrates were immediately appointed in Ih18 king" name; th18 
two captains, Puerto Ca rrero lind Montejo, the latter a friend of 
Velaaquez, being nominated alcalde" and others to different offices. 
"Thus," say, Mr. Preacott, "by a Bingle stroke of the pen, the 
camp was transCormed into a civil community." 

At the first sitting of the new magiatracy, Cortes appeared before 
it, with hit cap doffed, and formlllly resigned hia commission from 
Velasquez into ita hand,. He then withdrew; but after II. short 
time was recalled, and informed that he had been uDllnimously ap' 
pointed by them, in the k ing" name," Captain·general and Chief 
Justice of the colony." Thus, by II. clever stroke of policy, had 
Cortes shaken off all connection with Velasquez. He held his com· 
mind now directly from the king, and could be ,uperseded only by 
royal authority. The friends of Velasquez wete at first furious with 
roge; but Cortes at length soothed them into acquiescence. 

A little before the conclusion of these proceedingtl, an event of 
lome consequence happened. Thi, was the arrivnl in the Spanish 
camp of five Ind ians, differing in dress and language from the Mexi
co.ns. 'I'hey informed Cortes that they were a deputntion sent by 
the Cacique of Cempoolla, a city at a little distance on the sea-coo.st, 
the cllpitalof the Totonaca. a nation which had been recently con· 
quered by Montezuma, and .....8lI now groaning under hie yoke. 
They were sen t by their cacique to beg a viait of the Spaniards to 
Cempoalla. A light instantly flashed upon the mind of COMe!. 
He saw that Montezuma's empire was not so firmly compacted aa he 
had supposed, and that it might be possible to divide it against itself, 
and so' overthrow it. He, therefore, dismissed the ambusadors 
kindly, nnd promised a 'peedy visit to Cemp08lla. 

Accordingly, u soon al the disturbance which had ftrisen among 
his men was quelled, Cortel maTched to CempoallR, a ci ty not rich, 
but prNlily built, and containing a population, as it appeared, of nbout 
thirty thousand inhabltanta. He wu cordially received by the 
caCique, a large and very corpulent mIlO. Remaining some time in 
CempoaUa and its neighbourhood, while the city of Villa Rica was 
being built, the Spaniards lOOn gained the reverence and good-will r 
of the inhabItants, the 'l'otonaCl. who willingly submitted themselves 
to the dominion of the distant monarch Don Carloe, of whom the 
Spaniards told them. Here the Spaniards were horri6ed hy the 
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symptoms of humIn sacrifice, which were perpetually viaiblb in the 
\emplelt--lhe bloOO-Siained walls, and the fragrnenlll of human flesh 
which lay about; and, fired with religious enthuantsm. they resolved 
to put II n op to such practices by tearing down the idols. Cortes 
informed the cacique of his intention; but although the annouoc~ 

ment filled him with speechless dismay, no oppoeition WM offered. 
:I.nd the idol. were broken in pieces. and burnt before the eyes of 
the 1'olon8cI, while the priests went about shrieking like demons . 
"These priests." we are told, .. were dressed in long black manties, 
like sheets with hoods: their robes reached to their feet. Their 
long hair IVa! matted logether with dotted blood; with some it 
reached 10 the waist, and with others to the feet : their ears were 
torn and Cllt, and they smelled horribly, as it were of sulphur and 
putrid flesh." 

The destruction of their idols did not alienate the Totonac.s from 
the Spanilltds ; on the contrary, it raised their opinion of them, inas
much a.!I they saw the gods patient under the indignity. Tbe inter
course of Ihe two parties, therefore, continued; and by his frequent 
converSlttions with the cacique, Cortel gained greater insight every 
day into the condition of Montezuma's empire. 

By this time, the town of Villa Rica had been nearly finished, 
and nothing remained to prevent the Spaniards from commencing 
their marcli into the interior. Before beginni ng ii, however, Cortes 
deemed il advi8llble to send a report of his proctedings 10 Spain, 10 
be Isid before the king, knowing that Velasquez must have repre
sented his cODduct in very disadvantageous terml to the home g0.

vernment. Accordingly, Cones drew up one leuer, aDd the magis
!rates of the new colony another, dt:tailing the whole of the inci· 
dents of the expedition down to the foundation of Villa Rico.. and 
announcing thallhey were on the point of commencing their march 
into the heart of the cou,ntry. To increale Ihe tltrect of the letters, 
they were flccompanied by nearly all the gold tbat had heen collected, 
to~etbt'r with the splendid gifts of Montezuma, and such curiosities 
as might intern! the lefltned of Spain . The bU8iness of carrying • 
these letters to the king wa" intrusted to Montejo and Puerto Cur
rero, and Ihey were in8tructed, above all, to endeavour to secure the 
appointment of Cortea as captain-general of the colony. On the 
26th of July, 1610, the little 'hip set Ail, freighted with 11 more pre
cious cargo than had ever yet been packed within the limbe"! of a 
vessel from the New 'Vorld. 'rh" pilot was instructed to make 
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direct fa! Spain, landing at no intermediate station, and el!peclally 
avoiding Cuba. 

The departuftl of this vessel ~eml! to hue railed thoughts of 
Ilome in the minds of some of those who were left behind. A con. 
spiracy was formed by some of the soldiE'ra and &ailo!"!!, along with 
the clergyman Diaz, to seize a Teasel and retllrn to Cuba. The con
spiracy was discovered; two of the ringleade!"!! WE're hanged, Ilnd 
the rest whipped or confined. Foreseeing, however, that such con. 
spiracies would be constantly oceurring, uDleu effectual means were 
taken to prevent them, Cortes came to the resolution, almost unpa
ralleled in the annals of heroism, of destroying the ships which had 
brought him to Mexico. Accordingly, taking counsel with a few of 
hie: most attached followel'9, he procured a report from the pilots that 
the veuels were not scaworthy, and caused them to be broken in 
pieces and sunk, bt-fore the majority were nwnre of his design. 
'Wh en the Spaniards thus saw themselvel! shut up in a strange and 
populool! country, with no meanl! of retreat, their first impulse was 
one of mge and despair, and Cortes had nearly fallen n sacrifice. 
Aa he foresaw, however, the daring act had the effect of bracing his 
men to a pitch of resolution all but I!uPomatuml. Besides, by the 
destruction of tbe Ilec!t, he obtained a reinforcement of a hundred and 
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!en men-the mariners. formerly employed in the ships, being noll' 
converted into soldiers. and very good ones. as it afterwards proved. 

All being now ready, Cortes.lenving a considemble force as a gar
rison to the new settlement of Villa Rica, under the command of 
Juan de Escalante. set out from the territory of the Totonacs. on his 
mnrch inland , on the 16th of August, uno. Hill army consisted of 
four hundred Spaniards on foot, and fifteen hortle. accompsnied by 
thirteen hundred Cempoa1lan warriors, aDd a thousand tamane., or 
Indian body slaves, furnished by the cacique of CempoaUa. who 
were to carry the heavy burdeWl and perform atl.er laborious offices. 
Advancing through ilie tiura caliente. they began 10 ascend the 
mountains which separate it from the vast table-land of Anahuac. 
A few days' march across the tierra tmp/ada Dnd the tierra fria, 
brought the Spaniards to the small mountain province of Tlascala, 
situated about half-way between the I16n-coast and the Mexican val
ley. The Tlascalans were a brave Dnd high-spirited people, of the 
same race &II the Aztecs. They had refused, however, to submit tu 
the empire of Montezuma, and were the only people in Anahuac 
who bo.de defiance lo his power, preferring poverty and hardship in 
their mountain home to the loss of independence. The 8Q"ernment 
')f TlascaJa w&IIa kind of feudalism. Four lordll, or caciques, held 
lleir courts in different quarters or the same city, independently of 
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each other, /tnd yot mutually allied; and under thesc four chieftain' 
the Tlascalan population. nobles and commons., were ranged nssubjcctJI 
On the approach of the 8paniar<h, a consultation WII! held among 
the Tlasca1an lords and their counsellors, 8S to how the strangers 
ahouJd be received; some being inclined to welcome them, in hopea 
of being able, by their assistance, to cope with lIlontezumn; others 
maintaining that the Spaniards were enemies and ought to be repulsed 
by all means. The luuer opinion prevailed. and three desperate battles 
were fought between the Ttascalans, under the command of Xic.o
tencalt. a brave and able young chief, the son of OM of the four 
caciques, and the Spanish invaders. These engagements weTe far 
more serious tban the bnttlc9 which the Spaniards had fou ght with 
the Tabascu.ns; Ilnd it required the utmost exertion of C~9tj[ian 
valour, directed by all the ability of Cortes, to gain the victory. 
But Indian courage against the flower of Ellropenn chivlllry_ 
the maqWlhuitl, or war-club, dreadful instrument as it WIlS, with 
ita sharp, flinty blades, against muskets and artillery-coo.tings 
of war-paint, or doublets of featherworl.:., against Spanish mail 
-were a "ery unequsl contest; and. as usual, the losses of the 
Spaniards were as nothing compared with the fierceness of the 
struggle. But bow could the little army hope to advance through a 
country where such battles had to be fought at every step T U such 
were their reception by the 'l'lascalans, what might they not expect 
from the richer and more powerful Mexicans f Such were the 
reflections of the Spanish soldiery. The idea of their ever re!U;hing 
Mexico, says Bernal Diu, was treated as a jest by the wbole army. 
Fortunately, when these murmurs were reaching their height, the 
Tlaacalans submitted, and sent ambassadors !O beg the friend.ship of 
the Spaniards; and on the 23d of September. 1519, the Spaniards 
entered the city of 1'lascala, a large and populous !Own, which 
Cortes compared to Gmnada in Spain. Here they were cordially 
received by the four caciques, nnd especially by the elder Xicote~ 
catl; and in a short time nn intimacy sprung up between the T ins
calaus aod tbe invaders. Bud Il treBty was roDcluded, by which the 
Tluscalans bound themaelvell to auist the Spaniards throughout the 
Jest of their expedition. Here, u well as elsewhere, Cortes .howed 
his :leal for tbe Catholic faith by endeavouring to convert the na
tives i lind it is probable that tbe I18me scenes of violence would have 
~"keD place I.t Tlascala as at Cempoalla, had Dot the judicious father .. 


, 
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Olmedo interfered to temper the more headlong fllnaticism of tbe 
general. . 

\Vhile in T lascala. Cortes recei"ed 't'arious embassies from pro
't'inces in the neighbourhood anxiocs to secure his good will. About 
the 38me time. an embassy was recei't'ed from Montezuma himself. 
entreatin g Cortes 1Iot to place any reliance upon the T iascalans. 
whom he represonted as treacherous barbarians j and now inviting 
bim, in cordial terms, to visit his capitnl, pointing out the route 
through the city of C holuJa liS the moat convenient. This route 
was accordingly adoptoo. and the Spaniards, accompanied by an 
army of six :housand TJascalan warriors, advanced by it towanb 
Mexico. Their approach gno great alarm, and Montezuma set Ofl 

foot a scheme for their mll3Sllcre at Cholula, which , howe't'er, was di.. 
covered by Cortes, who look a terrible 't'engeance on the sacred city. 
Montezuma, o't'eral't'ed, again made Ol'erturea of reconciliation, and pro
mised the Spaniards an im mense quantity of gold if they would od
nnee no farther. This Cortes refused, and the Spanish army with 
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the Tlas~alan wnrriors len Cholula and proceeded on their mnrch, met 
everywhere by deputations from neighbouring towns, many of which 
were disaffected to the government of Montezuma. The route of the 
army lay between two gigantic volcanic mountains, and the march, 
for a day or two, was toilsome and bitterly cold. At Jast. "turning 
an angle of the sierm, they suddenly came on a view which more 
than compensated their toib. It was that of the Valley of Mexico j 
which, with its picturesque Il.S3emblage of water, woodland. and cul
l: ~'ated plains, its shining cities and shadowy hills, WII! spread out 
like some' gay and gorgeous panOlama before them. Stretching 
far away at their feet we re seen noble forests of oak, sycamore, and 
cedar; beyond, yellow fields of mnize, and the lowering maguer. 
intermingled with orchards and blooming gardens. In the centre 
of the great basin were beheld the lakes, their bordera thickly stud· 
ded with towns and hnmlets; and in the midst, like some India'll 
empress with her coronal of pearls, the fair city of Mexico, with her 
white towers and pyramidal temples, reposing, as it were. on the 
bosom of tbe waters-the far-famed' Venice of the Aztecs.'''. 

Descending into the valley, the Spaniards halted 01 Ajotzinco, a 
town on the banka of the lOuthernm08t of the five lakes. Mean· 
wbile.Montezuma was in an agony of indecision. When intelligence 
reached him that the Spaniards had actually descended into the val
ley, he saw that he must either face the strangers in the field ot 
battle, or admit them into his capital, His brother, Cuitlahua, ad
vised the former; but his nephew, Cecama, the young lord of 1'ez· 
cuco, W1UI of the contrary opinion. and Montezuma, at length, sent 
him to meet the Spaniards, and welcome tbem 10 his dominions. 
Caenma accordinglyeet OUI in Slale, and arrived at AjotziDco just 
as the Spaniards were about to leave it, When he enlOe inlo the 
presence of Cortes, he said to him, "Malintzin, here a.m I and these 
lords come to atlend you to your residence in our city, by order ot 
the great Montezuma." Cortca embraced the prince. and presented 
him willl some jewels, Aner a little while, Cacama took his leave 
nnd the Spnniards relumed their march. Travelling along the 
louth!!rn and western banks of Lake Chalco, they crOMed the 
causeway which divides it from Lake Xochichalco, and advnnced 
along the margin of the latter to the royal city of lztapalapnn, silu
ated on the banD of the great Tezcuenn Lake OTer against Mexico 

• P«*lQU', Conquest of Mexic:o, vol ii. r. ,17. 
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'1'0 th(' eyes of tbe Spaniards, all thnt they ssw in their Journey 
seemed fai ry-land. 

Ilwas on the 71h of November. 1510, that the Spaniards arrived 
In btapalapan j and here they spent the night, lodged in magnifi. 
cent palaces built of atone, Bnd the timber of which WIlS cedar. 
Prom this poeitioo, the eye could sweep ovcr the whole upanse of 
the Tezcucan Lake. Canoes of aJi sizes might be Sef'n skimming 
along itlJ surface, either nCllr the middle or close to the blinks. where 
the thicLe woods CIlme down to the water's edge. Here also, moving 

slowly along the margin of the lake, might be seen a stili stranger 
sight-the chinumpuI, or floating·gardens-little islands consisting 
of earth laid on rafts. planted wilh flowers, shrubs, and fruit-trees. 
containing a.small hut or cottage in the centre, occupied by the pro
prictor, who, by means of a long pole, which he pushed against the 
bottom, could shift his little domai n from place to place. But what 
fixed the eye. of the Spsniards above all else waa the gli ttering spec
tacle which rose from the centre of the lake-the queenly city of 
Mexico, the goal of their hopes and wishes for many months pasl. 
In a few hOUri they would be within its precincts--t\ few hundred 
men shut up in the .,ery beart of the great Mexican empire! ' Vhn' 
might be their fotc there ! 

The islet on which Mexico was built wos connected with the 
mainland by three distinct causeways of stonl', constructed with in
credible labour ana skill across the lake, nnd inlenecled at intends 
by drawbridges. through which canoe! might pass and repsss with 
ease. The causeway by which the Spaniards must pass, connected 
the island with lIle southern bank of the lake, o.boUI half-way across, 
10 which it branched off inlo 111'0 lines, one leading to tbe CiTy-of 
Cojohuacan, the olher meeting the mainland at a point not far from 
lztapaillpoll , whele the Spaniards were quanered. 'fhis causeway 
was about eight 'yards wide. ond capable of accommodating ten or 
twel ve horsemen riding ahrt'ost. It was divided, os before-mentioned. 
by several drawbridges i a circumstance which. tlie Spaniards ob
served with no amull alarm, for theyanw thnt, by menns of these 
drawbridges, their communication with the mainland could be com
pletely cut off by lhe MeJ:icans. 

On lila morning of the 8th of November, 1519, the army left 
lztapa\t\pan, and ad ..anced along the causeway towards the capital. 
Fint went Cortes with hi, sma.ll body of hone i next came tbe 
Spanish foot, amounting to not more thall four hundred men i after 
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thern came the Indian tamant •• carrying the baggage; Rod last or RI . 

came the T Jllscalan warriors, to the number or about five thousand. 
As they moved along the causewny. the inhabitant! of the city 
crowded in myriads to gaze at them, some finding standing-room on 
the causeway itself, others skimmi ng along the lake in canoe~, and 
clambering up the sides of the cau96way. A little more than half
way across. and III a distance of a mile andla half from the city, the 
branch of the causeWllY on which the Spaniards were marching, 
wa~ joined by the other branch; and here the causeway widened 
for a s.mall space, and 0. fort or gateway was erected. called Fort 
ofXoloc. On arriving at the gateway, the army was met by along 
procession of Aztec nobles, richly clad , who came to announce the 
approach of the emperor himself to welcome the Spaniards to his 
capital. Accordingly, when the remainder of the causeway hnd 
been almost traversed, and the van of the army was neor the thresh
old of the city. a train was seen advancing along the great avenue . 
.. Amidst a crowd of Indian nobles, preceded by thr...e officers 01 
.tate bean ng golden wands, the Spaniard. saw the royal palan 
quin of Montezuma, bluing with burnished gold . It was borne on 
the shoulders of nobles, and over it a. canopy of gaudy Ceatherwork, 
powdered with jewels, and fringed with silver, lind was lupported , 
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by four attendants of the 3IIrne rank. They were b:uefoolcd, and 
walked with a slow, measured pace. lind with eyes bent on the 
ground. 'Vhen the lruin bad come within a convenient distance it 
baited; and Montezuma, descending from hie litter, came forward, 
leaning cn the arma of the lords of 1'ezcuco and lztapalapaD-the 
one hill nephew. the olher his brother. As the monarch ad"anced 
under the canopy. the obsequious attendants strewed the ground 
with cotlon lIIpt:stry. that his imperial feet might not be oonlsmi· 
Doled by the rude lIoil. H is subjects, of high and low degree, who 
lined the sides of Ihe causeway, hem forward with their eyes fast
coed on the ground as he passed, and lome of the humbler cluas 
prostrated themselves before him.". 

Corles and the Mexican emperor naw stood before each other. 
'When Carles wu told thai the great Montezuma approached. he 
dismounted from his horse, Rnd advanced towards him with much 
rupee!. Montezuma bade him welcome. and Carles replied with a 
suitable compliment. After some ceremonies, and the exchange of 
presents, Montezuma and his courtiers withdrew. the Spaniards fol 
lowing. Ad\'!lOcing inlO the city, wondering at all they saw-the 
long streets. the houses which, in the line along which they passed, 
belonged ffiOlltly 10 the liable and wealthy l\Iexicans. built of fed 
stone, and surmounted with parapels or oottlements; the canals 
which h(l,e and there intersected the streets, eToned by bridges; 
and the large open squares which occurred at intervals-the Spa
niards were conducted to their quarters, situated in an immense 
square in the centre of the city. adjoining the temple of the gr9t 
Mexican war·god. Montezuma WIIS waiting to receive them i and 
the Spaniards \\'ere surprised and deligbted with the princely gene
rosity wilh which he supplied their wanta. 

Next day, Cortes paid a visit to Montezuma in his palace, lIuended 
by some of his principlIl officers. In the convermtion which ensued, 
Cort!'s brooched the topic of religion, lind informed I\Iontezuma "that 
we were all brothers, the children of Adam and Eve. and thai as 
such, our emperor. lamenting the Ion of souls in such numbers liS 

those wbicb were brought by the Mexican idola into e\'..:rlasting 
flames, had sent us to apply n remedy thereto by pUlling an end 10 
lhe worship of these false gods." These remarks seemed to Jia
please :'Ilonte%uma, who. howel'er, made a polite reply . 

• Pre.ooU·1 Conq\lelt of Mex~ 'nit. ii. p. 67. 
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A Y after day, lhe Intercourso bctwc(>n 
Corles and l\Iontezumn was renewed; 
the Spanish soldiers also became grn 
dually familiar with tbe MexiCllns 

After describing Montezuma', hou$o
hold, including a grelH aviary or col
lection of birds, and a menagerie. the 
chronicler Bernal Diu gi'l!s us nn 
account of Cones's first tour through 
the city. accompanied by Montezuma. 
They first visited the great bnzanr, or 

markel, held in the western part of the city. "When we nrrived 
there, we wcre 8Sloni.!Jhed ot the crowds of people. ond the regular. 
ity which prevailed, all well as at the vast quantities of merchandise 
which those who attended U8 wcre assiduous in pointing out. Each 
kind had its particular place of sale ...... hich was distinguished by n 
sign. The articles consisted of gold. si lver, jewels. feat hen. man
tles. chocolate. skins dressed and undressed, sa.ndab and other rna· 
nufactures oC the TOOlS and fibres of naquen, and great numbers of 
maJe and femnIe slaves, some of whom were instened by the neck 
ill collars to long poles. The mell! market was slocked with fow!.,. 
game. and dogt'!. Vegetables, fru its, articles of food rendy dre~sed. 
BIlIt, brend, honey, and sweet pastry made in vllrious ways, wert' al$O 
sold here. Other places in the square were appropriated to the sale 
of earthenware. wooden household furniture. auch as tables and 
benches. firewood. paper, sweet canes filled with tobacco mixed with 
liquid amber. copper ues and working-tools, and wooden vCSSt:ls 
highly painted . Numbers oC women sold fish. and little Ioo.vC8 made 
of a certain mud which they find in the lake, and which reaembles 
cheese. The makeD oC stone-blades were busily employed sbaping 
them out of the rough material; and the merchants who dealt in 
gold bad the metal in grains as it came from the minos, in transpa
rent tubes. 80 thnt they could be reckoned i aod tho gold was valued 
at 80 many mantles. or so mnny xiquipils of cocoa. according to thu 
lize of the quills. The entire aquare was enclosed in piazzas. under 
which great qUAntities of gmin were !tored, and where were alftO 
Ihops for varioul kinds of goods. Courts of justice. where three 
judges I8t to settle disputes which might ariSe in the markel, occu
pied a part of the Iquare. their under-officers, or polic,"men. being 
in ilie market inspceting the merchandise." 
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PI.......eeding from the market-place through varioWi parts of the 
city, tile Spaniards came to the great tt(}caIli. or temple, in thf' 
neighbourhood of their own quancl1l. It was 8. huge pyramidal 
structul6. cOn!iating of five atories. narrowing above each othe r like 
the tube! of an e1tcnded apy.glass, (only square in sbltpe.) 80 as to 
leave a clear pathway round the margin of each slOry. 'rhe ascen t 
was by menua of tl. stone stair. of a hundred and fou rteen steps. 
Arrived ill the summit, Cortea and his companions found it to be a 
large flat 1l1'e8, laid with atone; at one end of which they shuddered 
as they saw a block of jasper, which they were told WitS the Slone 

on which the buman victims were laid when the priests lore oul 
their hearta to offer to their idols: at the other end waa a lower of 
three stories. in which lVere the images of the two great Mexican 
deities Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatlipoca. and a variety of anicles per 
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talning to thdr wonhip. .. From the top of the temple," $aye Ber
nat Diaz, "we had a clear prospect of the three causeways by whicll 
Mexico communicated with the land, and we could nolV perceive 
that in this great city, lind all the oth~rs of the neighbourhood which 
were built in the water, the houses stood separate from each other. 
communicating only by amail drawbridges and by boo.u, Ilnd that 
they were built with terraced lope. The noiw and bustle of the 
market-place below UII could be heard almOllt a league off; and those 
who bad been at Rome and Constantinople. said dUlt, for conveni
ence, regularity and population, they had never seen the like." At 
the request of Cortes, Montezuma, though with apparent reluctance. 
led the Spaniards into the lIanctuary or tower where the gods wcrc. 
"Here," says Diaz , "were two altars, highly adorned with richly
wrought timben on the roof, and over the altars gigantic figures 
resembling very fat men . The one on the right was their war-god. 
witb a great face and terrible eyel. This figure was enti re ly covered 
with gold and jewels, and hie body bound with golden serpents ; in 
his right hand he held a bow, and in his left a bundle of arrows. 
Before the idol was a pan of incense, with three hearUJ of human 
victims, which were burning, mlJc("d with copal. The whole of tbal 
apnrtment. botb walls and floor, Willi stained with human blood in 
auch quantity as to cnuse a very offensive Bmell. On the left was 
the other great figure. witb Il countenance like a bear, nnd great 
ahining eyes of the poliBhed substance whereof their mirrors are 
mnde. The body of this idol was also covered with jewels. An 
offering lay before him of fi¥e human he8JU. In this place was a 
drum of most enormous eize, the head of wbich WI\.!I made of the 
skins of large serpent!: this instrument, wben e!ruck, resounded 
with a noise Ibnl could be heard to the distance of IwO leagues, and 
ao doleful that it deserved to be named the music of the infernal 
J("gions. " 

This state of things could not last. Cortel, of coursc, had no 
intention of leaving Mexico, now that he had mnde good hia quarten 
in it; but as it was not to be expected thnt Montezuma and his BUb
jects would continue their friendly intercourse wilh him if they sup
posed that hc purposed to rcmain, he saw the necesaityof taking 
.orne decided step to secure himself and his men against any out
break which might occ:or. The step which he resolved upon in his 
own mind was the seizure of Montezuma. By hllving him in tbeif 
power, he would be able, he imagined, to maintain a control over 

y 
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the whole population of the city-amounting, it was believed, 10 
netHly three hundred thousand. Nor was II pretext wanting to give 
an apptll.ranee of justice to the daring act which they contem
plated, Cortes had just receiv('d inlc1tigE'nce Ihnt II battle had been 
fought between the garrison which he had left fIl Villa Rica. Rod II 

body of Mexicans under the command of the Mexican governor of 
II pf'(wince adjacent Ie the Spanish settlement. Altbough Cartell 
cared little fer Ihis occurrence, he Te!Ol'cd to avail himself of it fer 
his purpoee j flO., aRcr II night 9p~nt in prayer for the blessing of 
Ood on who.t he was about to. do. he proceeded with five of his offi
cers and the two interpreters, Donna Mllrina and Aguilar. to Monte
zuma's palnce. The monarch, 8S .usual, received him kindly; but 
when Cortes, after upbrniding him with htling the cause of the attack 
on tbe Spanish garrison at Villa Rica, as weil as with the attempt 
made by the Cholulsns to arrest his own progress towards Mexico, 
informed him that he had corne to take him prisoner. he could no 
longer contain himself, but gave full vent to his mge and astonish
ment. But the rage of an Indian prince was impotent against the 
,tern resolution of the European general; and as the helpless mono 
arch ga<led on the unyielding countenances of his vi8itOB, whoae 
fingers were playing with the hil15 of their awards, his anger 
changt-od into terror: he was seized with 0. fit of trembling, and the 
teare gushed into his eyet!. Without any resistance, he was re
moved in his royal litter to the Spanish quarters, giving it out to his 
nobles and subjects that he went voluntarily, on a visit to Cortes, 
and desiring them to remain quiet. 

Another degradation a1\'ailed the unhll.ppy mOD:lN::h . He wss 
obliged to surrender Ihe governor and three other chiefs. who had 
led the attack on Ihe garrison of Villa Rica; and these were burned 
ali\'e by the orders of Cortes, in front of Montezuma's palace, the 
emperor himself being kepI in irons while the execution was going 
M. 

All this took plate' within ten days of the arrival of the Spaniardl 
m Muico; and. for three or four months, Montezumll continued a 
prisoner in the Spanish quarters. Here he Wtt.!J attended with the 
mot: profound reepect, Cortes himself never approaching him with
om taking off his cap. and punishing severely every attempt, on 
lbe part of any of hie soldiers, to insult the royal captive. Such 
instancee, however. were very rare; for the k.indly demeanor or 
Montezuma, bie gentieneSll under hie misfortunee, and, above all. his 
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liberality to those about him, won the heaN of the Sponiaros, nnd 
made him a general favourite . Nor did Montezuma malce nnyat
tempt to regain his liberty. Attended by his officers as usual, he 
received deputations and trnnsacted business; amused himself by 
various Mexican games, and appeared to delight in the society of 
some of the Spaniards, for whom he had contracted a particular par· 
tiality. 

The Spanish general wall. now absolute in Anahuac j Montezuma 
acted under his instructions j lind officers were senl out in different 
dirl!ctions to survey the country, and nscerlain the situation and 
extent of the gold and silver mines, ns if all belonged to the King of 
Spain. Nor WBS the formal cession of the Icingdom by Montezuma 
long delayed. ASSt'mbling all his nobles at the instigation of Cones, 
the Indian .monarch addressed them, desiring them to concur with 
him in surrendering their empi re to the Spaniaros, who were to 
come from the rising sun. ". For eighteen yeara,' he said, • that I 
hl\ve reigned, I have been a kind monarch to you, and you have 
been (aitbrul subjects to me; indulge me, then, with this last act o( 
obedience.' The princes, with many sighs and tears, promilled 
Montezuma, who Wa.!J still more affected, that they would do what
ever he desired . He then sent II. message to Cones, telling him 
that, on the ensuing day, he and his princes would tender thrir alle
giance 10 his majesty, the emperor. This they accordingly did al the 
time appointed, in the presence of aU the Spanish officers Ilnd many 
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of the aoldic"" not one of whom could refmin from weeping on be. 
holding the ngittltion nnd distress of the great lind generous Monte
zuma." 

illontezuma accompanied the surrender of hi. k ingdom witb the 
gin of an immense treasure, which he had concealed in an apart
ment within their quarters, dE'Siring it 10 be sent 10 Spain, as tribute
money to King Charles ftom his vassal Montezuma. The sight of 
this treasure roused the avaricious passions of the Spanish soldiers, 
and they clamoured for a division of the wealth which had been col
JectE'd since :hei r entrance into Mexico. Cortes was obliged to yield 
to their demand. The whole wealth amassed during their residence 
in Mexico nrnounted, according to Mr. Prescott's calculation, to 
about one million four hundred thousand pounds sterl ing, including 
not only the gold cast into ingots, but also the various articles of 
jewelry, which were of too fine worl.:manship to be melted down . 
The mode of division was this :-First, his majesty's fifth was set 
aside; next, a fifth of tbe remainder was set aside for Cortes; after 
tbat, all the debts of tbe expedition were to be discharged, including 
the amount vested in the expedition by VelalKJuez, the payment of 
agent. in Spain, &c.; then the 1000es incurred in the expedition • 
were to be made good, including the expense of the ships sunk off 
Villa Rica, the price of the horses l.:illed, &c.; and lastly, certain 
indi,'idua[8 in the army, as the clergymen and the cnptnins, were 
to receive !lIrger allowances than the rest. "By the time al! these 
drafts were made," lays Bernal Diaz, "what remained for ('ach sol
dier was hardly IVOM stooping for ;" in other lVords, in~tead of 
amounting to ten or fifteen thousand dollaNJ, as they had expected, 
each soldier's share came only to about fineen hundred dollan. 
1I1 8ny refused to take their shares, complaining of inju~tice in the 
di"ision, and it required all tbe sl.:il! lind mnnagement of Cones to 
soothe the spirits of the di~contented. Not a few, it appeared in the 
('nd, were no richer for nil the prize-money they bad obtnined than 
when they Il;lfl Cuba; for, as Bernnl Diaz tells us, "deep gaming 
went on day and night with curds made out of the heads of drums." 

Only one lou rce of discomfort now remained 10 Cortes. This was 
the continuance of the idolatrous worship of the Mexicnns. This 
subject occupied his thoughts incessantly; and he could not per
suade himself that his efforts Ivou[d be meritorious in the eyes of 
God, or even tbat he could hope for permsnent IUCCCSll, until the 
false gods of the Mexicans had been shattered in pieces, aod their 
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temples cOlH'ert{'d into. Christian sanctuaries. Not only as a de\'out 
Catholic did he abominate the existence of II. fal~e worship in a 
country over which he had control. but. as II. man. as II. native of II. 

civilized country. h{' sh runk in abhorrence from the bloody and sick
ening rites which formed part of the rE'ligioo of the l'Ifexicans-their 
hUlllan sacrifices--accompanied , strangely eDaugh. among a people 
so polisbed and 80 advanced in ingenious arts, by the practice of 
"'HlOibolism. At length Cortes announced to l'l1ontezuma thst be 
ml'~: allow at lesst II. part of the great temple to be converted into a 
Chri~lian place of worabip. !\'1ontezuma had been a priest. and the 
proposal was, perhnps, the most shocking that could hl!.V6 been ml!.de 
to him . He gave his consC'llt, however, and one of the sanctuaries 
on the tnp of the temple Will purifi{'d, DJld an ahar uod a crucifix 
erected in it. 

This last act filled up the measure of Mexican endurance. To 
see their monarch a prisoner, to surrender their kingdom and its 
trea8urC's-these they could submit to; but could thE'Y sit tamely 
under an insult offered to tbeir gods t Hitber and thither. through 
the city. ran tbe prielts, with haggard faces and bair dotted 
with blood. ~tirring up the zeal of the inhabitants, ana denouncing 
woes unless tbe Spaniards were expelled. The crisis was imminent, 
and (1very possible precaution was used to prevent a ~udden surprise 
by the excited Mexicnns. 

It was now the month of May, 1520, and the Spaniards had been 
.ix momhs in tbe Mexica n capital. Suddenly the lillie army wa. 
thrown into consternAtion by intelligence of an unexpected kind 
received by Cortes. 

It will be remembered that, before advancing into tbe interior of 
the country, COrt{'8 had despatched a vessel to Spain with lellers to 

the emperor, Charles V .• and a quantity of treasure. Contrary to 

the instructions of Cortes, the vessel toucbed at Cuba, on its voyage ; 
and a sailor escaping conveyed to Velasquez an account of aU that 
bad taken place in the expedition. dO\'I'n to tbe foundation of Villa 
Rica. The rage of Vd~uez exceeded all bounds. He wrote let
ters to the home go"f'rnment. and also to the court for colonial nifairs 
established in Hispl!.niola; and. not content with thia, he instantly 
began to fit out a second exped~t;on. which was to proceed to Mex· 
ico, depose or decapilDtc Cortes. Bnd seize the country for the Span
ish sovereign in the name of the governor of Cubo . The fleet wu 
arger. with ooe exception, than any yet fitted out for the navigaloioD 
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01 the Bcas of the New 'Vorid . It consisted of nineteen vessels. 
carrying upwards of 11 thousand foot-soldicl'8. twenty co.nnOl13, eighty 
horsemen, 9. hundred and sixty musketeers and crossbow-min. be· 
sides a thousand Indian servants--a force sufficient, as it seemed, to 
render all resistance on the pari of Cones hopeless. Velasquez, at 
first, intended to command the exPedition in penon; but, as he Ivas 
~ old and too unwieldy for such a I4borious wk, he intrusted it to 
Don Pamfilo de Narvaez, described lIS a man "ahout forty-two years 
of age, of tall etature, and large limbs, It full fa ce, red beard, and 
agreeable presence ; very sonorOU9 and lofty in his speech, ns if the 
sound came out of a vault; a good horseman. and said to be 
valiant." 

The Heet anchored off the COIIst of Mexico. at San Juan de UUOIl. 
on the 23d of April. 1520. Here Narvaez received information 
which astonished him- that Cortes .was master of the Mexican capi
lal j that the Mexican emperor waa hiJl prisoner j that tbe country 
and ita treasu res had been surrendered to the Spllllish sovereign; 
and that al present his rival was as absolute in il as if he were itl 
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",onarch. This information only increased hIs anxiety to come to II. 

collision with Cortes; and, wilh singular imprudence, he went 
about among the Indians, declaring, in a blus~ering manner, that 
Cortes was a rebel against his IIOvereign, and that he had come to 
c.hastise him, and to ael Montezuma free. 

Narvaez's first slep was to send three messengers, one of them II 

priest, to the garrison of Villa Rica, to summon them to surrender. 
'fhe commandant of the garrillOn, appointed shortly after the deo.th 
of Juan de Escalante, was Oon$3.lvo de Sando\'II.I. a young officer, a. 
native of the same town as Cortes, !tn~ who had nlready won thp. 
esteem of his genemland of the whole army by his valour and se r
vices. 'Vhen the llIeecngcrs of Narva('z. arriving at Villa Hica, 
presented a copy of Narvaez's commission, and summoned the gar
rison to surrender, Sandoval, without any ceremony. caused them to 
be seized. strapped to the baCK! of Indian porters. and instantly sent 
across the country to Mexico. in charge of one or two IIOldicrs, who 
carried a note to Cortes, informing him of what had happened. 
Cortes, after thorougbly gaining them over by kind words and pre
sents, sent them back to sow the seeds of dissension in Narvaez's 
army. At the same time, he entered into a correspondence with 
Narvaez, which It'd to no definite result. As there was great dan 
ger that Narvaez would succeed in alienating the Cemponllans from 
Cortes. if he were to remain in his present position, Cortes resolve\! 
to leave Me:lico with a pan of his men, march to the sea-consl, and. 
if necessary, give oottle to Narvaez. This was a perilous step i 
but. in the circumstante!, it was absolutely neccssary. 

Leaving a garrison of a hundred and forty men in i\le:lico. undel 
the command of P('dro de Alvarado, who appeared by far the fittes~ 
person for so responsible a polIt, Cortes set O\1t with the rest of hip 
force, amounting to leu Ihan t\\'o hundred soldiers. only five of 
whom were cavalry, and. by rapid marches reached the Totonac 
territories. where he was reinforced by Sandoval and his smoJl body 
of men . Altogether. Cortes's army did not amoum to more than a 
fifth part of that of Narvaez. Th{'y were veterans in service. how_ 
ever, and, under such a leader u Cortes. were prepared to attempt 
impossibilities. Narvaez, in the mean time, waa in close quarters lit 
Cempoalla, aware that his rival was on his march, but little suspect
ing that he was so near. On the night of the 2tllh of Mar. J520, 
Cortes and his brave liltle band, crossing. with difficulty, a Iwollen 
river which lay behveen them and their countrymen, adl'anced 
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stealthily towards Narvaez's quarten, surprised the senlinel!, amI 
shouting the watchword. "Espirito Santo!" dnshl"d in among the 
balf-awskened , half-armed foe. The struggle did nOI lUI long; (or 
Sandoval, with Il small body of picked men, springi ng up the slairs 
of the house where Narvuez was lodged, succeeded, after a hand-to
hand 6gbt with the general and his followers, in making him pri
soner, nfter he had loal an eye and been otherwise severely wounded. 
On learning the fall of thei r leader, the rcst yielded; and when 
daylight enme, Cortes, " seated in an arm-ehai r, with a manlle of 
an orange colour thrown over his shoulders, and surrounded by his 
officers and loldicfS," received tbe ulUlations and the ooths of alle
giance of all the followtrs of Narvaez. In his trealmtnt of these 
new friends, his usu:!1 policy was conspicuoLls: he plied them with 
Batteries. and 10llded them with girts. till hi. own veteran. began to 
be envious. Thus. by a single bold stroke. which COlli him but a 
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few nlen, Cortes had crushed a formidable enemy, and increased hIs 
own force sixfold. Fortune favours the brave! His army now 
o.mounted 10 thirteen hundred men, exclusive of the garrison hp. had 
left in Merico; and of tbelKl lhirteen hundred nearly a hundred 
were cavalry. 'Vith lu«h a force, he might now proaeeutu hia 
detigns in Mexico with every pfOllpect of succeu, and bid defiance 
\0 0.]] the effort.! of the Mexicans to regain their independence. 

He WIl! disagreeably roused from these self-congratulations by 
intelligence from Mexico. Some difference had occurred between 
Pedro de Ah'arado and the Mexicans. the latter of which had risen 
en mant, nnd were besieging the Spaniards in their quarters. 
Without 1000s of time, he commenced his march towards the capital, 
leaving 0. hundred men at Villa Rica. At Tlascslll he was joined by 
two thousand of his faithful mountain allies; and the whole army 
then pushed on for tbe Mexican valley, anxious 10 relieve Alvarado, 
whom the Mexicans were now trying to reduce by blockade. On 
the 24th of June, they reached the great lake, and marched along 
the causeway without oppo.ition, but amidst an ominous slillness. 
Alvarado clasped his general in his arms for joy; and now, for the 
first time, Cortes learned the origin of tbe ",volt. Alvarudo, sus· 
peeling some conspiracy amoog the Azlec nobles, had trescherously 
massacred a number of tbem collected at 0. religious festival, and tbe in· 
hnbitanta had risen to takevengennce for the injury. CorlCe sharply 
rebuked his officer for hi, misconduct; but the evil waa already 
done, llnd to punish Alvarado would have ~n attended with no 
good effeu. Moodily and bitterly, therefore, Cortes e.lpended hi, 
\'uation on the unhappy Me.liean monarch, accusing him of being 
concerned in the insurrection, and calliog upon him to check it, and 
procure provisions for the Spaniards. Montezuma complied tuI fllr 
as lay in his power: Cortes also used hi. beat endeavours to allay 
tbe storm i and, for a while, il appeared as if their efforts were auc
ccasfu!. 

1'he calm was ouly temporary. The day after the arrival of Cor· 
tes. a soldier. who had been sent on an errand by him, returned 
breathless and bloody to the Spanish qunrlers. He had been fall en 
upon by a multitude of Mexicans, who endeavoured 10 drag him 
llway in th,ir canoes for ancrifice, and he had only escaped after 0. 

desperate struggle. 'rhe whole city. he said, .....aa in afms; tbe 
drawbridges were brokeo down i aod they would 800n attack the 
Spaniards in their &1l'011ibo1d. 



70 THE CONQUXST 01' MEXICO. 

The newt! was too true. The Aztecs poured along the streett 
like e flood. approaching the square where the Spaniards werB 
lodged, while the terraced roofs of all the boutle, in the vicinity 
were crowded with slingers ;;.nd archers. ready to shower their mis· 
silcs upon the beaie-ged. And now commenced a struggle which 
luted aeyen daye:, and 1o "hich there is no parallel in history. Day 
after day, the fighting was renewed. the Spanierds either making a 
snlly upon the besiegcl'3, or beating them back when they advanced 
to atorm or ,et fire to their quartan. 1'he only relnxation was at 
Ilight, when the Mexicans generally drew off. The Spaniards were 
always victorioul j but their losses WNe considerable in cl'"cry ac
tion, and the purseverance of the MexicaM alarmed them. Instead 
of yielding to their first defeats, they seemed to act on the conviction 
that they muat be defeated con~inually until the Spaniards were all 
alain. Thi. resolution astonished Cortell, who, till now, had under. 
valued the courage of the Aztecs. Hill 1I0idiers, especially those 
who had come into the country with Narvaez, heaped. reproaches 
upon him; although, when they saw his conduct in the fray-the 
bTu-ery wilh which he IIpurred hil horse into the th ickest of the 
enemy, the genelO3ity with which he would risle hill own life to res
cue a comrade from the hBnd" of 0. crowd of Aztecs-their re 
pr08ches were lost in admiration. 

Wearied out by hia incessant efforta, and perceiving the hopeless
ness or continuing a contest against so many myriadl of enemies
for recruit! were flocking in from Ibe neighbouring counlry to assiat 
the Mexicana against the common f~orlea resolved to try the 
effect of negotiation, and to employ Montezuma al hia intercessor. 
At hi. requClt, therefore, Montezuma, dreased in his imperial robes, 
appE'ued on a terraced roof, where he waa viaible to tbe multitude 
gathered in the great square. A lilence enaued, and Montezuma 
was parleying wilh four nobles who approached him, when suddenly 
o shower pf .tonn nnd arrows fell on Ihe 'pot where he was stand
ing. 'I'he Sponieh soldieT3 tried to interpose their bucklers j bUI il 
was 100 Int&; Monte:luma fell 10 lhe ground, his hend bleeding from 
Ihe effect of a blow with a stone. He was immediately removed. 
and every means Wled for his recovery i nor was the wound of itself 
dangerous. But his kingly spirit had received a wound which no 
words could heal; he had been reviled and s!ruck by his own sub.
jeclI, among whom hitbeno he had walked as a sacred being: he 
l efu.sed to live any longer. He tore lbe bandages from his head 
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and rejected all nourishment; and in a shorl time the Spaniards 
were informed that their unhappy prisoner was dead. Cortes and 
many of the men could not refrain from weeping ; and the body 
was surrendered to the Mexicans with every testimony of re!pect. 

'fbe figbting was now recommenced with greater fury. and pro
cligies of ,.alour were performed by the Spanilllds; but all to no 
purpore. Another attempt was made to induce the enemy to come 
to terms. The only answer waa the threat that tb"y "'ould all be 
sacrificed to the gods. and the appalling information, "You cannot 
escape; the bridges are broken down." At Inst. as death was 
before theif eyc8. it was determined by Cortes, and all the officer! 
and soldiers. to quit the city during the night, as they hoped at that 
time to find the enemy less alert. 

'I'owards midnight. on the 1st of July. t520. they left theif quaT· 
teN! secrelly. most of the soldiers loading tbemtelves with the gold 
wh ich remained over and above the royal!hare, and proceeded a~ 
ailently al possible towards the wel\.('rn causeway. lead ing to T laca
pan, by wbich. as being the shortest of the three, (two miles long.) 
they thought that it would be easiest to effect a passage. In this 
causeway, tbere were three drawbridges separated by interval.! 
ncarlyequal; and aware that these had been destroyed by tho Mexi· 
cans, Cortes had provided a portable bridge. made of timber, the 
carrio.ge of which he ho.d intrusted to forty picked aoldiera. The 
van of the army was led by Sandoval , with two hundred foot and s 
body of horse under hia command i the baggage. large guns. and 
prisoners came next, guarded by Cortes and a band of veterans i and 
the rear wa.s brought up by Pedro de Alvarado and Velasquez de 
Leon, commanding tha strengtb of the infantry. 

The night was dark and rainy. '1'he Spaniards reached the 
causeway without being interrupted. The portable bridge was laid 
acl"068 the first moot or gap, and a gft'llt pan of the army had gone 
over it in safety, and were elready approaching the second gap, 
when. through the stillness of the night, there was henrd the boom 
of the great drum from the top of the l'IJexican IVllr temple. the 
rushing of myriads of pursuers along the CQusewo.y from behind. 
and the splashing of the OIltS of thousanda of canoea full of war· 
riors, which were ad~ancing through the lake on both ,ides of the 
causeway. Showerl of arrows flllJ on the rea ....guard 81 they were 
passing over the portable bridge; anti tbe Aztecs. clambering up 
the sides of the causeway. grappled with the aoldiers and tried to 
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drag them into the wnter. Throwing off thtse aunilnnts by main 
strength. Alvarado and his men steadily anti expeditiously moved 
on. M('anwhile, the vanguard under Sandoval hnving renched the 
~nd gap, were waiting until the portnble bridge should be brought 
up to ~nnble them 10 croas it. Goaded with the arrows which were 
diachnrged upon them in clouds rrom the Aztec canoes, they grew 
impatient or the delay, snd began to cns! anxioull glances oock\\'8.rd 
along the causeway ror the appeanronce or the bridge. Suddenly 
the nppalling news Willi passed along Ihut the bridge had stuck 10 

faat at the fil'llt opening that it could not be pulled up. The weight 
or the men and the heavy hIIggage crosaing it had rastened it into 

the earlh 80 firmly as to defy extrica· 
tion. ' Vhen this awful intelligence 
reached the vanguar.d, order nnd com· 
mand were at an end; uproar and con· 
rusion ensued; and, seized with the 
instinct of self-preservation, each man 
tried 10 shift for himself. Flinging 
themselves headlong inlo tbe gap, they 
struggled with the Mexican warriors 
in the watN, upsetting their canoes in 
their drowning agonies. Rank after 
rank followed, each tram pling upon the 
bodies of its predecessors, and floun
dering among tho canoes which lay 
between them and the opposite side . 

..... 1)0 .. u. Sandoval and a few of the cavalry 
swam their horses across j some of the foot also were able 10 reach 
the !ide of the causeway and climb up; but of the vanguard the 
great majority were drowned, or slain. or carried olf wounded in the 
Mexican cenoes. Meanwhile, on came the rest of the army; men, 
carriages, guns, baggage, all were swept into the trench, which was 
soon choked up by the wreck . Over this bridge or broken wngons, 
balea of cotton, end the dead badin of their companions and ene
mies, Cortes and his veterons were able to reach the other side of 
the trench with less difficwty. Here, joining Sandoval and the few 
survivon of his band , they dashed along the causeway towards the 
third and last opening, regardless of the darts and IUTOWS which the 
Mexicans discharged among them from their canoes. Reaching 
the !.bird trench , they crossed it in the mme manner IllI the last, bUI 
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without so much lou, lind were rapidly approaching the mainlllnd, 
when, looking back through the dim morning twilight, thllY anw 
Alvarado and his rcarguard pent up on the causeway between the 
Ilccond and third bridges, and almost overbornlll by the ~Iexicans 

who surrounded them. Cortes, Sandoval, and I. few of the hol"8(! 
instantly wheeled round to the rescue; and, recrouing the third gap, 
shouted their oottle-cryand interposed between thu Spaniard. anr! 
their pursuer.. Thi. timely succour enabled most of the infantry 
to escape; Bnd at length all had crossed the opening excepl Cortes, 
Sandoval, Alvarado, and a few others. Corte.!l, Sandoval. and the 
rest soon followed, carried through by their horses; and only one 
man remained 011 the Mexican extremity of the cau9Pway . It was 
Pedro de Alvarado: his horse was dain; and he WnI! slanding on 
the brink. surrounded by enemies ready to drag him off, should he 
plunge inlo the trench. Five or six warriors were already advanc
ing from behind to leize him. when, casting one glance at the orp~ 
aile edge where his countrymen were waiting him. he planted the 
end of his long lance among the rubbish which choked up the gap. 
and. rising in the air, cleared it at a bound. The spot where th is 
tremendous feat was executed still bears the name of Alvarado'i 
Ltup. 

The Mtixicans now desisted from the pursuit; and the relics of 
thti Spanish army. advancing along the remainder of tho causuway, 
Ilntered TJacopan. Here they did not remain long. being anxious to 
place themselves beyond the Tt'8ch of the Mexicans, and to arr ive at 
Tla.scaln, the city of their faithful allies. They were now ahle 10 
count the losses which they had aU81ained during tbtl night. About 
four hundred and fifty Spaniards, and nearly four thou8llnd TIns
calans, had been drowllI:d. alain, or mnde prisoners during the paa
sage along the causeway; a loss which. II.dded to the numbers killed 
within the CiIY, reduced the army to liule more thon II; fourth of 
what il had been when it entered Mellen ten days before. But the 
mosl deplorable purt of the calnmity, in the eyt's of CortI's. was the 
loss of all the artillery. firearms. and ammunit ion . not so much as 
a musket remaining among the five bundred who suuived. Still, 
under tbis accumulation of misfortunes. his heart did not sink ; aDd 
bis resolution was laken not to leave tbe country till htl had rl' 
gained his fonner footing in it, and annexed it as a provinctl to the 
dominion, of his sovereign . 

His fint object wu to reach TlascaJa. where he might recruit tb,.. . 
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Itrength of his men-almost all of whom wert" stiff with wounds
and armnge his future proceedingl. After mOony difficulties, and 
another great hflule on the plain of Otumbo, in which he defeated 
the Mexicans. he reached it on the 9th of July, 1520. They were 
kindly received by the generous mountaineenl, who withstood all 
Ihe solicitations of the MexiCan sovereign, Cuitlnhua, Montezluna's 
brother and successor, that they would assist him in driving the 
Spaniard8 out of the counlry. 

It was carly in autumn, before Cones left Tlascnla. His inten
tion wa! first to punish several states of Anahuac which had revolled 
during his absence in l\fezico, especially the dilltric~ of Tepeaca 
and C.chula j and then, after having reduced the whole country 
east of the !\'Iexican valley, to retum to the capital itself, and 18ktl it 
by storm. \Vith a force so reduced as his, without cannon.!! or other 
firearms, this wns an apparently hopele811 enterprise; but "opt/ell 
was a word of which Cortes did not know the meaning. Fortu
nntely, while engaged in subduing the enstern districts of Anahuac, 
he received r('inforcemenLs which he never anticipated. V('lusquez. 
ignomnt of the fate of the expedition which he had sent under Nar
vaez. and IUPllosing that Cones was by this time II. prisoner in tho 
hands of hi, rival, had despatched a ship with stores. arms. and 
ammunition to the colony of Villa Rica. The vessel touched at the 
port; the cRptllin and his men disembarked. suspecting nothing, anti 
,.-ere instantly seized by the officer of COrles; nor did it require 
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much persuasion to induce the whole crew to enhst under the SlIlnd· 
ard of a man of whom Ihey had heard so many eulogies. A second 
vessel sent by Velasquez soon afterwards shared the SIlme fate; three 
ships sent by the ~yernor of Jamaica to prosecute di8Coveries, and 
plant colonies in Central America, chancing also to land at Villa 
Rica, their crel\'s joined the army of Cortes; and lastly, a merchant 
vessel, loo.ded with provisions aDd all the necessaries of war, arril'ed 
at the Me.lican coeS! and Will purchased by Corte~ilors, cargo, 
and all. 

Huving com pletely subjugated all Anahuac to the east of the 
l\"lexican valley, Cortes resolved to found a second Spanish colouy in 
the interior of the country, which should form a half.way stalion 
between Villa Rica and the city of Mexico. The site chosen was 
'repeaca, aud the nome given to the selliement Wa! Segum de la 
Frontera. From this spot, Cortes wrote a second letter to Charles 
V., giving an account of the e:t:pedition from tbe date of the last let· 
ler down to the {oundation of Segura, and announcing his imentioll 
of marching immediately to reconquflr Mexico. 

It was 6"0 months after the date of their expulsion from Muico 
before tbe Spaniords were in a condition once more to march IIgttinsl 
it. Part of the ne"Cessary preparations consisted, os we hal'e seen, 
in the subjugation of th03e parts of Anahuac which adjoined the 
Mexican ndley on the east; but another cause of delay 11'119 the con· 
struction of thirteen brigantine8 at Tlascala, under the direction of 
Martin Lopez, n skilful 8hipwright, who had accompanied Cortes. 
These "essel, were to be taken to pieces, and transported, togrther 
with the iron·\\'ork and cordage belonging 10 the 8hips which Cortes 
bad destroyed oJf Villa Hica, across the mounlllins to the great Mexi· 
can lake. At length all was ready; and, on the 28th of December, 
1620, the whole army left Tlascala on ita march towards Mexico. 
It consisted of about six hundred Spaniards, with nine cannons and 
fOTty borses, accompanied by an immense multilude of native war' 
riors, Tlascalon8, 'I'cl)eocans, and Cholulsns, amounting Jlr<lbably to 
sixteen thousand men, besides the tamantl, who were employed in 
transporting the brigantines. Garrisons had, of course, been left at 
Villa Rica and Segura. 

No oppOJlition was oll'ered to the invaden on their march, the 
Muicans fleeing at their approach; and on the ht of January, 
1521, they took posse"ion of the city of Tezcuco. CUillahull, ~ton · 

lezuma'. successor OD the throne, was now dead, and his pluce waa 
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occupied by his nephew, Guatemozin, yet a young man, bOl the 
mOl'll heroic and patriotic of all the Mexicans. The policy of Cones 
was first to lIubdue alilhe states and cities on the iOlirgin of the five 
lakes, 80 tUJ to I('ave l\Juico without protection or assistance , and 
then to direct his whole fo rce to Ih6 reduction of the capital. For 
four months, thererore. Cortes, Sandoval, Alvamdo, Olid, and his 
other officers were employed, somelime. 8t'pnrolely, sometimes in 
concert, in reconnoitering expeditions into various parts of the Mexi
r.nn valley- from Chalco, on the banks of the southernmost, 10 Xal. 
toean, an island io lhe norlhernm08t lake. Meantime three vessels 
arrived at Vem. Cruz with II. reinforcement of two hundred ffit:n, 
eighty horsea, and II. supply or ammunition, all or which renched 
the camp in safcty, as the communication to the coast was open. 
Passing over the nccounl or a conspirocy among his men, 
which the prudence nnd presence of mind of Cortes enabled 
him to quash. and or the execution of the T lascalnn chief. 
Xicot~ncatl, for deserting the Spaniards, we hasten to the C(In
cluding scene. 

On the 10th or May, 1621, tbe liege commenced. Alvarado. 
with a hund red end fifty Spanish infantry. thirty cavalry, and eigbt 
thousand 'l'Jaaeelll.ns, took up bis 6tation at Tlacopan, so as to com. 
mand the weltem causeway i Christoval de Olid, with the sam6 
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number of eo.nlry Ilnd Indin"s. nnd a hundred and sC\'enty-n l'f') 
infantry, commanded one of the bronches of the 80uthern causeway 
lit CDjohuacan; nnd Sandoval, "jth a force nearly equal, tbe othrr 
branch of the same causeway at Iztnpalapan. CDrtea himrrelf lOOk 
the command of the flotilla Df brigantines. FDr scI'e",' days, the 
three captains conducted operations more or leas successfully at their 
respective slations, Dne of AlvaT8do's services having consilted in 
destroying the pipes which supplied the MeIicans ..... ith fresh waler, 
so that, during the Te!t Df the siege, they had no. Dther way Df pro
curing a supply thnn by means of canoes. The brigantines, ..... hen 
they were launched, did immense service in overturning ond dis
persing the Mexican canoes, nnd also in protecting tho flunks of tho 
causeways on which tho other detachments were pursuing their ope
rations. At length, after much resi.lance on tbe part Df the Mexi
cans, the two CAuseways, the western and the southern, were com
pletely occupied by the Spaninrds; Ilnd &ndDval hnving. by 
Cortes's orders, made a cireuit of the lnke, and seized the remaining 
causeway of Tepejacac. the city was in a Slate Df blocl.:arle. But 
so impatient were the S;lIwiards Df delay, thot Cortl's reflOlved on a 
geneT81 assault Dn the city by all the Ihree cnuseways at once. 
CDrtes wal to advance into the city from Xoloc, Alvarado from his 
camp Dn the western causeway, and Snndoval from his cnmp on 
the northern; and the three detachments, uniting in the great 
MJ,uare in the centre of the city, were 10 put the inhabitants to 
the sword. 1'he plan had nearly succeeded, The vanguard Df 
Cortcs's parly had chased the retreating Mexicans into the city, and 
were pushing their way to Ihe great square, when the horn of Gua
lemozin was hesrd to sound, and the Aztecs. rallying, commence,d a 
furious unset. The neglect of Cortes to fill up II trench in Dne Df 
the causewa}'s, impeded Ihe retreat of the Spaniards in such a way 
as to cause a dreodful confusion. and it \V8.11 only by efforta almost 
superhuman that they were able to regain their quartcrs. Their 
loss amounted to upwards of a hundred men, Df whom nbout sixty 
had been taken alive. 

This triumph elated the Melicans as much as it depressed th"! 
Spaniards and their allies. It was prophesied by the Muican 
priests that in eight days .11 the Spaniards should be slain; the 
gcds, tbey said, had decreed it. This prediction. reported in tbe 
quarten of Ihe besitgers, produced an ntraordinary etreci on the 
allies. They regarded the SpAniards u doomed men, refused to.. 




78 THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 

fight wilh them. and withdrew to a little distance from the Inlee. In 
this dilemma, Cortes showed his wonderful presence 01 mind. by 
ordering a total cessation of hOll lili ties for the period specified by tho 
!\fcxican gods. W hIm the eight days were pnssed, the IIl1iee. 
ashamed of their well.kne~. returned to the Spanish quarter.l, nod 
the siege recommenced. These eight days, however, had not been 
without their horrors. Prom their quarters, the Spaninrds could 
perceive thei r fellow.countrymen who had been taken prisoners by 
the ;\.Iexicans, dragged to the top of the gren! IVllf temple, compelied 
to dnnce round the sanctuary of the gods, then laid on the SIOno of 
sacrifice, their hearts loro oul, and their bleeding bodies flun g down 

into the squa lt\ beneath . 
Famine now Rs~i8ted the arms of the Span iards i ~ti1l, with thnt 

bral'ery of endurance for which thei r race is remarkable, the Melti· 
tans continued the defence of the city, and it was not till it had been 
eaten into, as it were, on all sides by the Spaniards. that they ceased 
to 6ght. On the 14th of August, a murderous assa ult was com· 
menced "l' the besiegers. It lasted two days ; and on the evening 
of the second, some canoes were seen to leave the city and endea
voured to reach the mainland. They were chased and captured i 
and on board of one of them WII S found Guatemozin. with his family 
and his principal nobles. GUalemozin's capture was the aigon! of 
complete defeat i and on tbe J6th of August. 1521, the city was sur
rl'ndered to the Spaniards. The population WIlS reduced to about 
forty thousand, aDd in a few days all these had di~ppcared, no onc 
knew whither. The city was in ruins, like some huge chu rchyard 
with the corpses dieinterred and the tombstones scattered about. 

HUS was the ancient and beaUliful city of 
Mexico destroyed, and its inbnbitnnts alain or 
dispersed. A monstrous nct of unjulJtifiable 
aggression had been completcd. Following 
up this great blow. Cortcs pursued the con
quest of the country generally i and in this, 
as well as in organizing it into a colony of 
Spain. he did not experience ony serious 

difficulty. On proceeding to Spain, he wos received with honour 
by Charle. V . He returned to Mexico in 1630; and again revisi t
ing Spain in J540, for the purpose of procuring the redress of real 
or alleged grievances. he died in 1547, in the sixty-third year oC 
~is age. It is very much to be lamented. that, in the e:.:ecution of hi. 
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purposes of coloniution, the monuments of Mexican cuilization 
were nerywhere destroyed , leaving nothing to future generations 
but the broken relics of palaces, temples, Bnd other objectt of arl, 
scattered amid~t Ihe wilderness. Some of tbesB ruined manu· 
ments, recently explored by Stepbens Bnd other trnvE'UE' rs, sholV 
thot the ancient ~1exicnns .flad made remarkable ad\'ances in social 
life as well as in the ans, mnre panicularly architecture; and what 
renden all such relics the more interesting to the nrcbrooiogisl itt, the 
growing con viction , that the old Muicnn civilization was of an 
original type-« thing noway derived from , or connectrd wilh, the 
civilization of Egypt, or any other nation in the eastern hemisphtre. 



CIIAl'TER V. 

RECE!'T RISTOllY OF MEXICO. 

FTER two years of continuous and laborious 
warfare, Coriell succeeded in overturning 
the empire of the Aztec"" snd the smaller 
~tates were subjected to the Spaniards al· 
most wilhoul n struggle. The position 
which the 8pnniftrds held with respect to 
the natives of the country TOry much reo

"-<1!fi! sembling that of the nations of German ori
gin who ol'erturned the Roman empire and 

settled in the countries of We,lern Europe. Like tbem. the Spa. 
niards n'ere obliged to establish a kind of feudal system, to protect 

~ 
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tllemselves against the much more numerous native population. In 
Europe, the victors nnd the vnnqui~h.::d in the course of time uDfted' 
so as to form one nation, but luch a change hI! not tnken place in 
_\texico, and probably never will take place. The Spaniards and 
natives belong to two different mces of men, differing in colour and 
in many other respects. The Spanish conquerors also had attained 
a higher degree of civilization, while in Europe the conquerotll 
lea rned from the conquered the most useful arts of civilized life. 
E\'en now, more than three centu ries since the conquest, the Spa
niards and natives constitute two perfectly distinct classes. 

As the number of the conquil!tadores, or companions of Cortes. 
was very small in comparison with the native populnlion, they were 
anxious to bring over more of their countrymen. A considt;lrablt;l 
number of Spaniards accordingly annually emigrated to Mexico. and 
there acquired great wealth, u officers of government. merchants, 
and adventuren in mining. As mnny of these Spaniards .....ere pos
sessed of extensive property in land within Mexico, their descend
ants, the Creolu, settled. of course, in that country, and their num
ben were continually increasing. The Spanish government. how
ever. seems not to have formed It. correct idea of their condition 
among the natives, and to have thought that the government of that 
country could only be entrusted to persons who considered Spain a~ 
their native country; it, therefore. excluded all tho Creoles, or de
scendants of Spaniarda born in Melico, from all offices or govern
ment, and even from commissions in the army. Such exclusion 
excited in them a considerable degree of ill-will against Spain and 
the Spaniards. which would probably have manifested iuelf in resist
ance and rebeUion. if they had not feared that the native population 
would take advantage of such a circumstance to effect their own 
destruction. They had 81111 to fear another enemy which had grOlvn 
up imperceptibly among them. Few of the Spaniards had brought 
wives with them. From their intercourse wilh the native women 
sprung up a race called metis. or mestizos, which increased still 
faster than that of the Creoles, who. however. being in 1)0886S8ion 
of great wealth, were well aware that as long as a regular govern· 
ment aubaisted they hsd nothing to fear either from the natives or' 
the mestizos. This will account for the fact, otherwise difficult of 
explanation, that no signs of active dissatisfaction manifested them
selves in Mexico during the tint thiny years aner the United States 
of Nonh America had obtained their Independence, though the 

" 
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Mexicans were well acquainted with the advantages which their 
neighboun had obtained. 

It ie even possible that the political condition of Mexico would 
not have undergone any ch.!lDge for a long time, but for the ev('nt8 
in Europe and in Spain, in 1808. By the intrigues of Bonaparte. the 
royal family were comp('Jlt'd to abdicnte the throne of Spaiu. and he 
conferred the whole Spanish monarchy on his brother JO$eph, Ihen 
King of Nll.ples. The Spaniards in Mexico and the Creoles were 
unanimous in declaring their resistance to the government estllblished 
by the French. The viceroy could no longer receive orders from ,. 
Spain. and it was neceusry to organize a government which should 
nCt mdependl'ntly under a certain sanction, and with authority. 
But, as to this point. they disagreed. The Creoles wished 10 esta· 
blish a national representation; the Spaniards OppOlled the measure 
and prevented the establishment of a system of national reprt'aenlA 
tion for Mexico. 
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T HE C reoles submitted; but the public 
mind, had belln agitated by the di,
t'uujons whj~h had taken pillce. 
, "I !tOOn afterwards, in 1810, the 
nat ;\'.,s and the mestizoa I"05e against 
the governmcnt. They were beaded 
by 0011 Miguel Hida[go y Castilla. 
:1\" cura, or parish pricst of 00[0
1<'''', a smoll town in tho state of 
U II:lrlnXuaIO. The C reoles sidt'd 

wilh th" :::;, .1Iui",11 guvernul""I. Ilillaigo. who had soon nn immense 
furce with him, took GuanaxUllto by storm , and occupied Vnllndolid, 
wbence he adl'1lnccd over the table-land of Tolucca to that of 'r eno
chtitlon. The Spanish governor scnt a small corps against him, 
which was defeated by H idalgo on the 30th of October at l..as Cru. 
ccs, a pass in the chain which separates the table-lands of Teno
chlillan and T oluca. But, notwithstanding this victory. Hidalgo 
retreated , and eight days afterwards was, in his turn, defcated by 
Calleja, at Aculo. Hidnlgo retired to Valladolid lind Guadaloxom; 
and in the neighbourhood of the last-mentioned town, he \\'OS again 
defeated, and soon afterwards taken prisoner and shot. 

In the menn ti me, the whole cou ntry had r isen in in8urrection, nnd 
lOnny leaders began to act aepamtely, T he m08t remarkable among 
them was Don Jose Mllria Morel08. cum of Nucupetaro, wilo, willa 
great activity. talents, and 8UCcess, maintained Ihe 80uthern pro
vinces in rebellion against the governor, and formed Iljrmll./, or cen
tral government, which. in September, 18 11 , assembled in the town of 
Zatacuaro, in the state of l\1ichoacan, But that tolvn \\'18 80011 after. 
wards taken by Calleja, and Ibe junta were diapersed. Calleja, 
however, was soon obliged to march against Mordos, who hud pene
tmted into the tobie-land of T enochtitlan from the south. I-I e 11'118 
a ttacked by Calleja , in the town of Cuantla y Amilpaa, and, after 

,.. defending himself for nearly three months with great skill and gal
l.u.ntry, he abandoned that place and took OoxtlC4. 

The junta Wall nolV increased by new members, and under the 
title of the National Assembly, it declared the Independence of 
1\1('xico, on the 13th of November, 18 13. But, after that e~ent. 
1\1orelos had leas succeaa in hi. daring enterprises; and, in Novem
ber. IS I5, be wos taken prisoner, cooducted to Mexico, and ahot. 
Many of his companions in arms maintained the conflict for some 
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time. but they did not act in concert with on~ another; especially 
after one of them, Teran, had dissolYed the Congress. which had 
been tran3ferred from Oaxaca to Tehuadin in the state of Pueblo.. 
The viceroy. Venegas. supported by the gallantry and skill of Cal
leja. destroyed successi.,ely the annies of these chiers, eo that when 
Don Xa.,ier Mina. the famous Spanish guerilla chief. landed in 
Mexico. in 1817, tbe fortune of the insurgents was at 110 Iowan ebb 
that he was unable to restore their cause. and he perished in the 
attempt. The country gradually became more tmnquil. and in 1820 
it was restored nearly to the same degree of order which it had 
enjoyed before 1808. to which fortunate results the mildness of the 
new viceroy Apodaca materially contributed. 

The events which occurred in Spain in the beginning of 1820. 
suddenly changed the aspect of affairs, and deprived Spa.i n of the 
most nluabJe of her possessions in America, which it had regained 
at the COlli of much blood and treasure. The Spaniards and tbe Cre
oles. who had formerly made common cause, were now divided into 
two parties. royalists and constitutionalists. Apodii.ea. who inclined 
to the former party, wished to overthrow the constitu tif"D of MeIieo, 
and cbose for his instrument Don Augtu:lin de Iturbide, a young 
man. bom in the province of Vallttdolid, of respectable but not 
wealthy parents. He had distinguished himseIr in the battle of Lu 
Crucee, and always shown great au.achment to the Spanieh part·· 
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Iturbide had about eight hundred men under his command. when. 
on the 24th of February. 1821, at the little town of Igu5Ja, on the 
road from l\lexico to Acapulco, he issued a proclamation, which, 
since that time, has been called the Plan of Iguala. Its object was 
to conciliate all parties. It was to establi.h the independence of 
Merica, and atiU to prelerve ita union with Spain. 'fo effect this, 
the crown of Mexico wallO be offered to the King of Spain, and in 
case of his refusal, to one of his brothers, Don Carlot or Don F'rsn· 
cisco de Paulo, provided tbey would consent to reside in the 
country. 

Iturbide had certainly exceeded 
the powers which he hnd recei,ed 
from Apodaca, the viceroy, seeing 
that Ihis propO!!al lDet the wishes 
of most persons, look no Ilep to 

__ -== crush Iturbide; and the Spaniards 
of Ihe capital, alarmed at this de· 

~::i:~";i;;,;:;:;- lay, deposed him, and placed Don 
l' head of nff ... irs. But the disordera: which 

always attend such violent changes, gave lturbide time to unite his 
troops with those of Guerrero, the only insurgent chief "ill existing 
in the country, and to bring over to his party all the western and 
nl)rthern provinces. Before the month of July, the whole country 
recognised hia authority, with the el:ception of the capital, in which 
Nnvella bnd shut himself up with all the European troops. At this 
moment he received intelligence of the arrival at Vera Cruz of Ihe 
new constitutional .,iceroy Don Juan O'Donoju. Iturbide hastened 
to tho coast, obtained an interview with O'Donoju, and persuaded 
bim to aceept Ihe Plnn of Iguila as an armistice and linal settlement, 
if it should be approved in Spain. This is called the treaty of Cor· 
dOVII, from the place where it was made. 

lturbide thus got poesession of the capital, where a junta and a 
regency were established, but in such a form that all power remained 
in lhe hands of lturbide. By B. decree of the cartel, dated the 13th 
February, 1822, the treaty of Cordova was declared to be illegal, 
null, and void; and Iturbide, who had the power in his handa, and 
a great number of sdberenLa, found no difficulty in uccnding the 
throne. The army declared him Emperor of Mexico, on the 18th 
of May, 1822, and he took the title of Augustin 1. He wu acknow· 
ledged by the l\lcl:ican Congress, which bad been opened on lhe 

• 
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24tb of February; but II. struggle for power soon arose between 
llurbide Ilnd the congress, which the emperor termiil8ted by dissolv. 
ing the assembly, in the same manner as Cromwell dissolved the 
Long Parliament, on the 30th October. 1822. On Ihe same doy he 
formed II. new legislative assembly. composed of persons favourable 
to his wishes and intentions. But he had not skill enough to recon
cile his companions in arms to these changeS'. Several generals 
deetared against his proceedings. and prepared for resistance. Ilur
bide, terrified at Ihe storm which WIlS rendy to burst on all sides, 
called together the old congress, abdicated in March, 1823, and went 
10 Europe, whencl', however, he returned 10 Mexico in 182<l. He 
had been oullnwed by the congress, and upon landing on the const, 
he was ahot at Padilla, in Tamaulipas. 

Mexico was thus left without a regular form of government, or 
even a cODstittltion, affain being managed provisionally by Bravo, 
Victoria, and Negrete. But on the 24th of October. 1891, a consti
tution uniting the sixteen original stales ioto a Federal Republic. 
wat proclaimed by a national convention after a session of fourteen 
months. The fint congress assembled at Mexico, (Janua ry I, 1S"J~,) 
and installed General Victoria as President of the OIllion. 
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With the exception of some discontents occa.sioned by prolll.mcia· 
nlttI/o, of Robato, Padre, Arenas, and others, Victoria's odministra
tion was encouroging to the friends of republicanism, until his term 
of office had nearly expired. All parties had then merged into two, 
the Escoceses and Yorkinoe, or Scotch and York partie!t-the first 

strongly opposed to republican-ism, the second in (a'l'our of it. In 
December, 1827, Geneml Bravo placed himself at the bead of the 
Scotch party, and marched against the president; but he wu de
fellted by the latter aod banished. In the succeeding election , how
ever, the Escocesea elected their presidential candidate ~mez 
Pedroza, by a majority of two Yolea. The exll!lpemted rellublicans 
were not disposed to submit to this defeat with a good groce; and 
even before Pedraza was installed, Sunta Anna marched agninst him 
with a small force. The Indians flocked to the standard of the in· 
su rgents, and, on the 4th of December, 1828, a pronunciamento 
was issued in favour of Guerrero, the president's polilical opponent. 
1'he city of Mexico wu ritled, and Pedrtlzll compelled to fly to 
the United Slates. Immediately after, congress declared in favour 
of Guerrero for president and Bustamente for vice-president. The 
latter act was most unfortunate. The new administration had 
scarcely Kone into oremtion when the vice-president raised an srllly, 
induced Santa Anna to join him, ove rthrew Guerrero, and seized the 
government. Not long after, (September II , 1829,) Santa Annn 
broke the remaining Sponish influence in Mexico, by the victory of 
Barradas. 

Guerrero was executed by order of the government, in 1831; and 
in the following year, Santa Anna took up arllU against Bustalllente. 
After varioul successes, he induced the president to pennit the recall 
of Pedraza, who was immediately elevated to hi! (ormer dignity, 
and served out his term of office. At its expiration, May 15,1833, 
Santa Anna was elected to sllcceed him. 

Santa Anna's energy of character and skill as a general lVere 
known, and dreaded throughout Mexico; hut he WIlS subjected to 
the sallie dangers from insurrections, declarations, and other 9ymp
lama of discontent, as hia predecessors had been. The most formi
dable to Ihe constitution was the" Plan of Tuluco," subetituting a 
central for II. federal republic, aboJishing the individuality of the 
Slatt's, and constituting the chief m:lgistTllte a military chieftain. II 
gave rise to the Tuan re'l'olution, during which the president 
marched into the disaffected department ; and, after alternate succeS) 
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lind disaster, W!IfI entirely defeated lind Inken prisoner at San Jacinto. 
On returning from the United Stales, he found bis influence de· 
atroyed, and relired to his farm at Milnga de Clavo. During his 
ab!ence and retirement, affairs were conducted by Barragan, Com. 

and Bustamante. 
The insurrection of Alexia, in 1838, afforded the first opportunity for 

Santa Anna to reappear in public life. The insurgents were de· 
(eated, and their leader put to death. The blockade of Vern. Cruz 
by the French, during the ensuing winler, waa o.nother I tep towards 
regaining popularity. He there received a se vere wound in the leg. 
which rendered amputation necessary ; but this mischance he knew 
well how to appropriate to his own benefit. 

In July, 1840, Urrea attempted to overthrow the government, but 
was defeated; but one year after, Valentia, Lombidini, AI'unan, PlI.
redes, and Santa Anna, pronounced against BUlmmenle. 'fhis revo
lution was one of the most fearful of all that have distracted Mexico 
since the days of the viceroy.. 'rhe anm,,; f(IU'tbt mOTe than a 
month in the streets of the capiml. afleT which il was auojected to 
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bombardment. 1'hc president wns finally overthrown, and Santa 
Anna inaugurated milita ry dictntor. (January 1, 184 1.) 

The dictator held his power with great firmne ss until 1&13, when 
he ordered Paredes to be arrested at 1'ula, in consequence of his 
having joined Valencia in n proposed insurrt'Ction. This measure 
incensed the friends of Paredes. nnd they collected in small panies 
preparatory to revolting. The dicta tor then changed hill policy. nnd 
invited the general to aCCl'pt the government of Sonom and SinalOll. 

This, however, was inelfectual; and, leaving Canalizo at the capi
tal, Santa Annn marched agninst the insurgents. A civil war wns 
the consequence. 'fhill wna ended by the indiscrect zoal of Cana· 
1izo, who, on the 2d of December. 1844. dOlled the silting of con
gress, nnd declared SOI1Ia Anna supreme dictator. Incensed at 
th i8 act, the people nnd army rose, I'll maue, imprisoned Canalizo, 
and caused Herrera to be proclaimed presideDt, by congress. Santa 
Anna was left almost entirely alone, and , after the mOllt violent 
efforts at the bead of a small force, be was taken prisoner. After 
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. ong deliberation , congress condemned him to perpetual exile. In 
June, 1846, he embarked (or HavDnII. in company with hi, wife. 
nephew, and a few friends. 

Congress now proclaimed n general amnesty. and pallscd a vOle 

recognising the independence of Tuu. on condition of ils not be. 
corning a part of the United States. This state of quiet wa.s of short 
duration. The l!epllnltion of 'runs (rom the parent gOI'e rnmen! 
wall. of aU measures, Ihe most unpopular in l\'fuico; and lloon Pa
redes, aided by Arisl:!, 11'118 in arms Ilgains! Herrera. The latter 
was deposed , Paredes assumed the reins of government, and the 
United Stales minister \VIIS ordered from Ihe count ry. In the ensu. 
ing war, Paredes marched with the army to the IlOrth, Jeaving the 
monugemcnt of affairs in the hands of Gcnera l Bmvo. H is effons 
were attended with uninterruI,tcd misfortune, nnd the nation Ilgain 
turned its gaze towards Santa Anna, as the only one capable to 
retrieve its disgrnces. Vern C ruz and othu cities declo.rrd for him, 
lind Generul Salas assuming provisional aUlhority, imprisoned Pa re
des, and inrited Santa Anna !O return. H e arrived at Vera Cruz, 
Augus!. 1846. and WIIS immediately appointed president and dicta
tOf. I-lis subsequent public CIIreef, togcther wi th that of his country, 
is identified with the recent war waged against the United Sllltes, of 
which a history will be given in a subsequent part of this ,·olumc. 



CHAPTER VI. 

CE~TRAL AllERICA. 

HE lenu Centrol America is usually 
applied to the region formerly known 
88 Old Guntimala. In a geogrnphical 
aCDse, however, it may be applied 8ull 
more extensively, including till! pro
vinces of GUBlimaln. Yucatan, and 
the Balize. 

Guslimala is an extenail'e region, 
stretching between the Pacific OC~D.n 
and Carribenn Sea. from the sou thern 
boundary of l\Jl'xico, to the Isthmus 

of Darien. In it! climate, soil, productions. and geogrnphical fca
tun's, it much resembles the 'Vest Jndies, except that the Andea 
render it one of the most mountainous of American countries. The 
western shore is subject to the most violem earthquakes; the inte
rior is but little known. Politically. it is divided into the slales uf 
nUluima/a, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. 

" 
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Guatimala was discovered al the same time with MeJico i but it 
is doubtful whether it was e\'er a part of that empire. The origin 
of ita people and of tbeir civilization is unknown . 'I'he same marks 
of nmllonal industry, the same massive ruins. great citiea. temples, 
and palaces, the nme order and regular governml'nt, prevailed here 
a. in the north i but over them was thrown the same mystic veil 
which hid from eager gaze the inner and moro intereating truths of 
their origin . Tradition among the natives pointed 10 a pl!.rtyof 
Tolto('.\la from Mexico. as the original settletJI, and even preserves 
the name of Nimaquiche, as the chief who Jed the party from Tuls 
to theif new abodt'. At the time of the Mexican conquest, Kicnb 
1'anub, an alleged descendant of Nimaquicho reigned in Utadan, the 
principal SCllt of thc Quiches or primitive inhabiltlm~ of the coun
try. Th is chief, who appears to have been of a most a. live wnrlike 
nature, was then engaged in hostilities with the neighbouring nations, 
called Mama, Zutugiles, and e\'en with Sinlleam. a king of GUIl
timala. 

After the conquest of Mexico, Cortel despatched Alvarado against 
the southern countries, with three hundred infantry, and thirty-five 
norsemen, two hundred Tlasealans and Cholulans, and a hundred 
Mexicans, His artillery numbered four pieces. Such was the 
anny destined to conquer provinces who numbered their warriors by 
hundreds or thousands. Th is army commenced-its march in 1523, 
moved through the region of Soeunuseo and penetrated to the city 
of Xetulul in the Palahunoh chain of mountains. This, togethel 
with its fortress, was soon capUlfed . On the bonb of the Z omalll, 
the troopa were suddenly attacked by a numerous body of Indians, 
who, discharging stones and arrows upon them, compelled the 
auxiliarics to fall back. A discharge of musketry SOOIl drove the 
asenilnnts to tbeir retreat in the mountains; but lit short intervals they 
renewed the attack, seriously retarding the progress of the invaders, 

HE news of tbis formidable invasion surprised Kicab 
Tnnub in the midst of his military operations. His 
anxiety at 80 imminent a caJamity absorbed 1111 other 
feelings, and he delennined immedilltely to conclude 
peace with the neighbouring chieftains. A plan for 

peace,and a general coalition against the invaders was sent 10 them j 

but so fill wu it from being accepted, that Sinacam openly declared 
himself the friend and ally of tbe Spaniards, or gods, as they wero 
called . The king of the Zutugiles fiercely replied that he wu 
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strong enough to defend his own territory against any enemy; and 
thus Kicab Tanub saw himself reduced to the necessity, not only of 
contcnding with his former enemies. but also with the Spa niards. 

Undismayed by the gathering storm. the king applied himself 
diligently to finding means to avert it; hut in the midst of his pre· 
parations. he sickened and died. His eldest son. Tecum Uman. had 
just ucended the throne. when he received intelligence thllt the 
Spaniards had quitted Soconusco. and were marching loward Xela
huh, (Quezaltenango.) This place was the best fortified ond most 
important of any in Utallan, containing a garrison of twenty·fi,·e 
thousand men. To maintain this position was a matter of no little 
importance; and to that end Te<:um Uman detennined to direct all 

his eO'ort!. 
He, accordingly, issued from his capital in great pomp, surrounded 

by the nobles of the kingdom. and at the head of sevcnty thousand 
men, under hill best general, Ahzol. Eighty thousand joined h'im at 
Chemequina; and at Quezaltenango, where he came in sight of the 
Spaniards. his foree wu swelled to two hundred and thirty thousand 

fighting men. 
Without waiting for offers of negotiation, the king determined at 

once to give battle. His preparations for tbis i!!Jue prove that the 
determination was not a blind confidence in superior numbers-the 
\00 frequent erfOr in the Indian annies. He chose the field or 
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'I'zaccahn, and began fonifying it with the greatest carc and preci. 
sian. A wall, bordered by a deep ditch, was c:.:tended around ilS 

entire circuit; and in from of the ditch were planted rows of poi 
soned miasilcs, deligned 10 interrupt and disorder nn enemy's ranks. 
Thus intrenched, the Quiches awaited the advance of their power, 
ful antagonists, 

HE Spaniard, approached Xelahuh 
with the nlmOl!\ caution, in order to 

avoid surprise. In winding through 
the mou nltlins, now known as S8nta 
l\larill de Jesus, they encountered, 
v(::ry unexpectedly, a host of IndiuUi'!' 
who Larred the pOS!'Qgt'. The llible· 

land 0 oove was in like manner swarm· 
ing with warriol'll. Soon the wild 

panes of the GorJ.Ucms rung with the shoul! of tens of thousands. 
and the twO armies joined in a fierce and bloody struggle. Victory 
dec1arl!d for the invaders. and, filing through Ihe ravine. they recom
menced their march. But IhE'il loil had only begun. AI e\Oery 
pa~s, n new bailIe \\'IIS olTered j every peak and crag rained down 
showers: of missi les. and the whole mountain range seemed con
verted into a hostile camp. Six ellgngemenls took place between 
Znmala and the river Olintepec. 'rhe last was fought in a defile on 
the river ahore. The slaughter was so terrible that streams of blood 
ron down into the water, staining it for msny yards along the banks. 
thus giving rise to the present significant nBme of Xiquigel, or 
bloody river. In a subsequent action, the Quiches (ought with such 
desperate valour. that, forgetting all discipline, they seized the 
horses of the Spaniuds by the mane, and struggled to overturn bolh 
stCf'd and rider. Two days a(ter,the victors enttred Xelahuh which 
was found deserted. In a little while. however, the inhabitanls re
turned Ind concluded a treaty wilh the new occupants. 

The great battle between Alvarado and the Quiches took Illace on 
the foll owing day. The Iirst shock wns terrible i and for a time the 
Spaniards seemed in danger of being defeated j but, as the crowds 
of thti, opponents continued to pour on, they became so densely 
packed. that exertion was almost imposeible. Hundreds w(:re 
mowed down in passive slaughter. The OOllle wos not restored 
until the !paniards had cut an opening into the liying mass with 
their wE'apons. The nst multitude swayed r.o and (ro like the 
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ocean, and a wild up ront rose upon Ihe air, and rolled from rock 1(' 

rock of Ihose 10flY plains. The king behaved in a man ncr worlhy 
Ilis cause and slation; and, at length, singling OUI Alvllrado, he 
rushed upon him and engaged in a furious personal encounter. 
'fhe horse of the Spsnish gent'ralwu struck dt'ad ; amI, for a wh.ile, 
he was himsel f in imminent danger. He finally overturned his 
oppont'nt with bis lance. BUI, inslead of being discouraged by the 
dellIh of their king, Ihtl Quiches threw themselvcs upon the Spa
nish cavalry, and grasping the horses, struck maddt'ned bUI vain 
blows with their hands. The steeds with their riders plunged 
breast.high among piles of dead bodies; and the ground in the im 
mediate scene of boule was one great pool of blood. Discipline at 
last prevsiled; and the rout of thtu day was total. 

Tht'se grt'at ',everses were not sufficient to dampen the spirit of 
the Quiches. K ing Chignsui\'cclul, successor of Tecum Umon, 
ordered a great council to suemble at Utatlan, to deliberate upon 
fut ure measures. h WIlS th!.'re resolved to abandon open fotc!.', IIn,1 
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attempt to draw the invadcra into a snare. Accordingly, the king 
sent a 801emn embassy to Alvarado. announcing the lubmisaion or 
the kingdom. and offering a rich present in gold. Overjoyed at this 
news, Alvarado received the envoys with high distinction; and, on 
being invited in the king's 03me to visit tbe city and repose after 

nUi
his fatigues, he cordially assented, and dismissed them with prese

to the monnrch. 
On the following day, the army commenced its nmrch for Utntlan, 


elated with tbe prospect of speedy peace. After entering, they be· 

held, to their surprise. that their road Jay th rough a nnrrow street, 

commanded by heavy fortifications, and flanked by ditches; that the 

women lind children had all been removed; nnd thnt anxiety and 

trepidlltion displayed themselves among the inhabitants. Suspicions 

of treachery arose, and were 800n confirmed by the Indians of Que

zo.iteno.ngQ, who had discovered that the enemy had resolved on 

firing the city during Lbe night. They also affirmed that large 

numbers of warriors were concealed in the neighbouring defiles, 


ready to fall all who should esca.pe the flames. 
this perplexing extremity, AlvnJ1ldo called a coun
cil of war, and announced to his officers the dangers 
of their situation, and the necessity of an immediate 
retreat from the city. T his was inSlnntly agreed 
upon. ·Without any appearance of fear or agiln
tiOD, the trOOpS issued forth in good order and gained 
the plain. So ahrupt a departure necessarily asto
nished the king; but Ajyarado excused himself by 

alleging that the pasturage or the plains WIIS, in the evening, indis
pensable to the horses. 'The king still continued his pacific Ilo1icy ; 
but in the eagerness to free the land from its invaders, he over
ijlepped the bounds of prudence, and comm itted a fatal error. He 
accompanied Ajyaroc\o 10 the lllain. Hardly had that Jeader placed 
himself in S<1.fety, when he seized the monarch, brought him to 
Sjteedy trial. and , on the same evening, hung h im in the presence 
of both armies. By this decisive step, it W11S thought thc Indians 
would have been awed into submission; bUI the result was far other

WI5e. 
The various forces of the Quiches, 1!.8 though by common consent, 

poured down upon the Spaniards, and a contest emued in which 
Ihe IlIlIer found themselves allac\l:ed on nil sides. But, nlthough 
Jnpropitious at fint, the batLle 800n turned in fatou r of the inva
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dl'nI, and, broken down by repeated fai/ures, the Indians now un
plored merc)'. From that time the empire of Utallan was con
quered. 

This victory was gained :'Ilay 14, 1524. A small chapel lVas 
hastily constructed on the field of battle, and the next day, being 
Easter, the army attended a solemn celebration of mass. Thus wa, 
the Catholic religion introdllct"d into Gllatimala. 

Anxious to conciliate the rnd~'lns, J\lvamdo flr)W appointed a snc
cessor to Chignauivcelut. About the same time, he received offers 
of cong-mlllialion nnd nl/iance from Sinnqun, whom he r<'s('!iI'ed 10 

VISIt, Leaving Jenn de Leon Cardonn 
in command of Ulnt/an, he morched 
for GUlllimaln, with a numerous es
cort, met the king on the rood, and 
both leaders with their forces entered 

,the capital ;n company. Here, for 
the fil'9t lime, the Spnniards enjoyed 
that rest of which they had so long 
been desirous. 

After remaining in the city for lOme 
time. Alvarado yielded to Ihe entrea
ties of his heet, and accompanied him 
in an upedition against the IVnrlike 
tri be of the Zutugilee. 'I'hese were 
ol'erthrown in 8evera/ bitttles,and their 
chief city taken. On returning 10 the 
capital by a new route, the Spaniard! 

arnyed (July 24. 1624) at a place named Atmu lunea. or Almolungn. 
The picturesque beauty of this' place, the rich mesdows extending 
fllr into tho interior. wlliered by hundreds of sparkling streams. the 
high mOUntains rising from both sides of the country find rushing 
up to heflven, either wrapped in never·melting snow! or in flamtl 
nnd smoke, so charmed the Spaniards. thill , with one consent, they 
determined to eSllIblish here a permanent colony. Aided by the 
Mexicans and the Tlascalnns, they laid the rough foundations; and 
on the 261h of July, thtl dny dedicated to the grenl Sranish pol ron . 
the troops attended divine sen'ice in the church which they had 
raised. TIle founding of the city was attended by rejoicings which 
lasted three consecutive daya. On the 29th, the alcaydes and magis
lratet were installed; and on the 12th of August, the publio {uno:_" , 
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tionnries and other persons, to the Dumber of eighty-eeven , weft! 

en rolled 0;8 citizens. Such was the origin of St. l ago. 
Alvarado now turned his Buenlion 10 the varioU!! tribes who were 

not yet conquered, hut whose submisaion WIIS e!sentilli to the secu
rity of Spanish authority. In the following year, some of these 
subm iued, and others the Spaniards artfully involved in war among 
themselves. The province of Esquinl ill. , laying on the Pacific. 
offered more sNious resistance; so that in fa greal baltle fought at 
night. although the Spaniards had 'surprised the foe, their whole 
fo rce wits engaged five hours in bot conte81, and WIl8 even rllpulsed . 
They then barbarously threatened the Indinns with burning their 
plnntadons of cacao and maize . The unhappy natives, dismayed \l.t 
the prospect of immediate famine, submiued without funher resist
ance. By the end of December, the cumpaign had ttlrminated. 
AI\'umdo returned to.tbe ClIpital of the Cnehiquela, laden wiLh wealth 
and glory . Tb"e rapidity of his movement.' had been no ltss sur· 
prising than thtl ease with which be had conquered the Indinn 
armies. He had subjected the important provinces of 1.on7.00l)\e, 
Gustatlan, (San Salvador,) and ChapparMtic, or, San Miguel. The 
greater part of the Pacific shore acknowledged the authority of 
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Sp6in. At the some time, Aivilmdo's brother, OontnJo, had de
feated the Mamll' in sllvflml lonttles. took possession, after n bloody 
siege, of the imporlDnt fortress of Soculbo, entered Gliegiietcnango. 
lind carried his victorious orms throughout the province of 'l'otoni
capano 

fortress of !\fi:rco, which was 
~ 11~'"-01,,·o.Y8 considered impregnable 

by the Indians, waa situated on 
a high perpendicular rock, the 
only Rccess to which was so narrolV 
n.!l to permit but one mOon to pus nt 
n time. A IImall (oree could de
f('nd it against an entire army, by 
ml·rely throwing down l'O(:ke upon 
the assailants. The tim detach
ment &ent against tbis place was so 
disheartened by its strength Ilnd the 

apparent impossibility of making any impression upon the worh, 
that they delcnnined to aoondon it. But the arrival of Pedro Alva
rado in camp changed the appearance ofaffairs. That intrepid general 
Immediately called a council of war, over which he presided in per. 
son, and which determined on II vigorous prosecution of the siege. 
The Spaniards now resorted co 81ratagem, but in chi! tht'y were 
foiltld with considerable Ion. Their cause now appeared hopeless. 
and it is more than probable that they would finally have been com
pelled to relinquish the undertaking. had not the caciques of Chig
nanla appeared in cump. demanded a. peace, and informed the Spa
nisb general of a subterranean pusage leading from the citadel 10 
the bank of a neigbbouring river, by which the garrison could 
escape should the (onre". be captured. This infused new lif!:! into 
the besiegeJ;S. A general attock was made on the heights by the 
army. marching in single file , while a detachment pooted itself at 
the mouth of the-eubtermnean passage to intercept stragglers. The 
fortress was finally carri!:!d by 81orm. and the Indians. with theif 
wives Rnd little ones, either kilJed or cnptured. The works were 
tben entirely destroyed. 

The submissiOD of the eountry being DOW complete, Alvarado 
determined on returning to Spain and announcing hie conquesta to 
Charles V. But. when on the e\'e of departing. be received notice 
that Cortes had arrived in tbe province of Honduru; and deeming 
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1\ bl8 duty to visit his superior, he set out (FeblllafY, 1626) rOf thai 
purpose. On reaching Choluteca, he met a detachment of Spanish 
troops coming from Honduras, and was informed thal Cortes had 
returned to Mexico. Not being able to follow him so far, Alvarado 
seems to have abandoned.. (or II wbile, the idea of viailing Europe. 

and returned to Ouatimala. 
He found the country. which had been len 80 peacefllily. in II 

.late of the most Tiolen! excitement. His brother, Oonznlo, who had 
ruled in his ahl!ience, had. by his cruelty and tyronny, especially 
toward the Indians, alienated all patties from him. The king of 
Quiche, Sequcchul, with King Sinacum, were gathering the differ
ent Dll.tive tribes for II desperate effort to ahake off the yoke of 

bondage.
Alvarado immediately adopted the most energetic measures to 

suppre!! so formido.ble a rebellion . Confident of the aupport of all 
SpanK\.Jds, he marched against tho Indians. and til a grent battle, 
(November 22, 1626.) he completely routed them, taking the twO 
kings prisoners. The unfortunate princ!' ... by fifteen years of hard 
captivity, ex-piMed the unpardonable crime of having wished to re
cover independence for themselves and their oppressed people. 

'rhis victory broke the spirits of the Indians inhabiting the conquered 
proV\Dces, and from this time they seemed \villing to acknowledge tbe 
authority of Spain. In proportion, however, as Ihi. danger decreased, 
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a far more formidable evil began to display itself. This was dis!en· 
sion among the conquerors-the alm08t insepamble sequel to Sp&'
nish conquests. The difficulty of defining boundary lines between 
tlifl'erent provi nces was one fruitful source of these disturbances. 
E ither by accident or design, petty rulers encroached on the terri· 
tory of others; and several rich provinces were claimed simulta· 
neously by numerous competitors. 'rhese claims kept the wbole 
country in a state of civil war, until December, 1627, when Alva· 
rado received from the emperor the office of captain.general of Gua· 
timala, an appointment whicH rendered him independent of Cortes. 
The energetic. and often oppre5.'live rule of this officer restored in a 
great meMU", the general tranquillity. The influences of religion 
were ndded to his own efforts. In 1537, the execution of a ffiO$t 
extensive plan for the conversion of the Indians was commenced by 
tl number of missionaries, nt the head of whom was the celebrated 
La! Co.8&!!. 'rhey visited nntions hitherto unconquerable, and by 
inducing them to accept Christianity, opened aD easy way to a cor· 
dial recognition of Spanish authority. These labours were conti· 
nued through great difficulties. by themselves and successors, for 
upwards of a century : and to lhem, as much III to the mail·clad 
\\'arriorll, \l'1ls owing the Spani'h ascendency in Central America. 

The year 1541 was signalized by the death of Pedro Alvarado. 
Aner this event, tho emperor e.tablished an audience, (Novenlber 
.20, 1642,) or supreme tribunal. of wbich Alonzo de Maldonado was 
named president. The seat of this court wa! fixed at Valladolid do 
Colllayagua, but subsequently transferred to Gracias ... ·Dios. In 
J555, it WIl8 agnin removed to Guatimala. then to Panama, and 
tinally to ,he capital. The tranquillity wbich the geniI!! of Alvarado 
had secured to the province was buried with him. Faction, ens. 
petaled by the tempomry obstruction, broke out tiercer tban ever. 
Public morals wele depreciated to the very lowest scale. Justice 
WIlS but a name-crimel of the deepest and darkest dye were com. 
mitted with impunity, and the criminate bought off from retribution 
by trifling sums. The Indians were treated as brutes--in short, all 
governmen t was at an end--anarchy, crime, and reckless audacity 
rioted over tbe ruins of tbe Indian civililltion. Such WIIS tbe con· 
dition of affairs for tl great portion of tbtl long period of the Spanish 
dominion ill Guatimala. tilt at last the country Will ripe for revG
lution. 

l'he first symptoms of dissatisfaction exhibited by tbe Indians and 

" 
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others, was after the mvaslon of SPain by France, in 1808. The 
deepest anliety WM manifested throughout the whole of tbe Peoin
.ular ' Val, and the lIubaequent conti nentaillru/fgles. But after the 
rail of Napoleon. hardly bad Spain adopted a eonatitution when Gua
timala, anxious to extirpate the remna nt of absolute tyranny. appro
priated tbe same one to herself without any altoration . But the 
fonnatian of a junto in the following year, with nbeolule power to 
acule .. indIspensable" mellSures, gave rise to twO parties. one in 
favour of entire emancipation from both Spain and Mexico ; the 
other advocating the installation of the Bourbon family on thalbrone 
of CenlTal America. The old Spanish party, supported by Leon, 
the capital of Nicaragua , and ComllYllgun, capitnl of H onduras, 
were in favour of the latter course; but the greater part of the cities 
and provinces adhered to the nct of independence proclaimed by tbe 

'unta. 1 
Such was tbe eituatioll of o.ffnil'll when, on the J9th of October, 

1821, Iturbide, Emperor of Mexico, addrl"ssed to tbe inhabitants of 
Guatimaln a manifesto. in whicb. aner having complimented them 
on thei. independence. he announced, that 10 consolidate tbeir grow

dtg liberties, be would direct a numerous body of u oops to tbeir 
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frontiers. This strange proclamation was not received by the :ndr· 
pendente 88 favourably os the emperor had wished; but the influcn 
tial members of the Sponish party solicited his protection, changing 
the appellation of his troops from that of .ervant. to imperiali.t'. 
Th is faction chose 118 their chief, FilisoJa, president of the junta: 
and by him the proclamation of lturbide was distributed through. 
out the dilfel't'nt provinces. Not satisfied with this, he joined with 
it an invitation to the people, to merge their nationality into that 
of Mell:ico; and he even took upon himself the responsibility, as 
president of the junw, to declare the union effected, (January 11 , 
IS22.) 

The indignation of the people at this arbitrary strett.h of power 
rOlle to the utmOllI pitch . Tho jtwta W88 dissolved. 'I'h!,! pre~idellt 

marched with some troops ngninst St. Salvador, but was compl~lely 
beaten, (July 3.) Defeated n second time by tho people of tbe Mille 

province, (February 2:1, 1823,) he recommenced his march to Gua· 
timala, where he recei\'ed news of the revolution which had preci· 
pitated hurbide from tho imperial throne. 1'he blolV was astound· 
ing- his last hope was gone; he immediately gave up all resistanc!'! 
and consented to the nct of independence. A national c<1nvention 
having immediately assembled, ordered the Mexican troops to leave 
the country. F ilisola. led them OUl in person, taking possession. 
du ring his march, of the province of Chiapa, which he claimed fOI 
MClI:ico. This act WIl8 afierwnrds made good by Mexico, snd Chi· 
apa has ever since wmained a fruitfu l source of dissension betwcen 
the two cou ntries. 

This obstacle being removed, the National Assembly mot agnin 
on the 24th of June, 1823. Complete independence was declared 
on the 21st of J uly, and on tho 17th of December, the balis of fl 
Dew constitution, modelled after th8t of the United States. wa..s pro
claimed to the nation. The republic wa..s styled tho" United P ro· 
rlncel of Central America." On the 6th of September, 1824, 
Congress completed the bnsis of the confederation at Costa Rica; 
nine dny~ after, (15th,) the Federal Congress \\las installed ; and on 
the ZO...d of November, th'e constitution was solemnly signed by the 
deputies. 

Thus Guatimala had proclaimed her freedom, and established a 
republican constitution ; but, very soon, she was to learn by bitter 
ell:pcrience, that something more than these is necessary to secure 
tbe tranquillity and happiness of the people. Hardly had the illSlru· 
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men! of independence been signed, when fierce party spirit agal:'l 
.owed seeds of discord among the populace. The citizens ..... ert· 
divided into aristocrats, or Centralists, oDd Federalist.!. The former 
wished to consolidate and centralize the powers of the geol'mi go
vernmem. ThE'y lVere composed principally of inDuenli"l families, 
who. pampered. during the domination of the Spaniards. with pri
vileges and exorbitant monopolies, had gmduo.lly imbibed the slMe 

and feeli ngs of the E uropean nobility. The Federalist!, on the can
U'ary. wcr\! led by meD, young and ene rgetic, many of whom were 
actuated by on ardent love of country. a dCli re to sct her free. and a 
disgust ot the former civil oPllression. 'l'hey Ild voco(ed the sup remacy 
of the states, and freedom of conscience in religious molten. At the 
third session of congress. the two potties come to nn ope~ ru])\ure. 
Soon nfter, the vice.president. F lores, visited tho city of Q.uez(llte. 
nango, where he had rendered himself odious by his republican 
principles, nDd by levying a contribution on its com·ent. Seeing him 
in theif ci ty, the religious orders now excited the common people 
against him, and soon an infu riated mob were before nis house ex.· 
claiming, "Death to the heretic." Flores run to the church j but, 
when entering. he was seized by SOffie women, his f(lce and head 
8e\'ercly beaten, and his life placed in the most immtnent dan.ger 
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By desperate exertions, 110 escaped into the church; but even herf! 
he was not secure. 'rhe bell rung. crowds collected {r~m nil quar· 
ters, and, although o(lp06ed by the soldiery, forced their way into thl' 
church. Fearful of tbe reault, the priest came fOflvnrd with a cru· 
eifix, and implored the people to spare the officer. promising to Mnd 
him immediately from the city. The unhappy man confirmed these 
words on his knees. But all WIlS of no uni!. 'l'he populace rushed 
upon him, dragged him into the convent, and delivered him into the 
hands of its women. He lOOn expired under their dreadful treat· 
mellla, and the body was submitted to the insults of the mob. 
Crowds then rushed through the streets, eJ:claiming. "Vim III reli· 
gion~enth to the heretics of congress." Encouraged by thi, suc· 
cess, the Centralists of the province of Guntimllill rose in open 
rebellion, and eJ:tirpated the Republicans. 

These outrages roused the indignation of the inhabili\nts of St. 
Salvador. who resolved to avenge the patriots of Guatimalo. Ac
cordingly, on the 6th of March, 1827, their army appeared before 
the gates of the capitAl, and threatened it with complete destruction. 
But religious fanaticism was too Jlowerful to be eosily intimidated. 
'rhe priests ran, uhorting the people to take arms; the nuns and 
other women assembled with knives in their hands, swearing thai 
every enemy of thei r religion should perish by their hands. The 
army of St. Salvador was in the issue entirely defented. 

The other provinces of Gualimnla were in a like condition. In 
Nicaragua, the streets were barricaded, the chief Centralist and his 
80ldion! massacred, part of the city burned to the ground, and the 
two panies so exasperated against each other thnt, for three months, 
even an ambassador could not be sent from one to tbe other. At 
Leon and Taguzgalpa, horror lind desolation reigned supreme. The 
war continued with but little intermission for two years, at which 
tilne (1829) the troops of St. Salvador, und'Jr Geneml Morazan, 
again marched ogainst Guatimala. After three days' continual 
bittle, the city was taken. A aeene of ste:1l retribution followed. 
The k'llders of the Centrulis!s were exiled,' ne convents openrd and 
sacked. monastic ordllr8 abolished. the nu." sem from the CUdntry , 
and the archbishop driven inlO cJ:ite. 

In ISH, Morazan wa, ejected president of the republic ; aud fOJ 
eight yt'flrs maDflged the public affitirs with a degree of quid long 
unknown 10 the country. But It the eJ:piration of his second term, 
signs of fnction began to reappear. Many of the banished Cemral· 
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iSiS had ffillintnined a correspondence with those at home, lome even 
venturing 10 return. These attentively W!.lched lin opportunity to 
recover their lost ascendency. They found 1\ lead~r in tbe notori· 
ous Carrera, II mulauo, who, from flO obscure Illation, had mised 
himself to the command of numerous parties who infested the high
roads. This individnal kepllhe country in II stale of cOlllinllal fer
ment, nnd, though often defeated, he still mnnnged to mlly round 
him the priests, Indians, and most of the Centrolis!s. The capital 
nnd other cities were S6veraltimes laken, and shocking excc&.!lCS com
mitted on the opposite (!lction . Morozan WIIS finally d riven inlo 
exile. and with bim fe!lthe rcpublica.n party. Since this lime Gua
timala has exhibited little more tnan a scene of nntionnl misrule, 

nn01eny. and bloodshed. 
Yucntan is an extensive peninsula running up into the Gulf of 

Mexico, \)etwe(ln the bays of Campenchy nnd Honduras. It is 
nOl remarkable for the fertility of itB soil, nnd is withoUl mineral 
wealth. In the central parts, where there ore no streams, when 
tbe roiny season fnils, the people lIuffer greatly from deficient crops. 

This country owes its discovery to Juan Diaz de Solis, and a com
panion of Columbus, named Vincent Yanez Pinzon . These adven
tureNl were fired by Ponce dt Leon's success in Puerto Rico, and 
obtaintd leave to perform a voyage to the continent. As far as the 
island of Guanaios. they held the same course tbat Columbus had 
tak en ; but standing thence to tho weat, they discovered a new and 
extensive province, and proceeded a considerable way along ita toast. 
This was the modem Yucatan. No settlement waa at that time 
effected, the voyagers conlenting themselves with exploring portions 

of the shore. 
OR some time after this discovery, the Spa

uiaros wero deterred from availing them
adves of it, by the disasters expe rienced 
by Ponce de Leon, Ilnd other adventurers. 
The prudent administration of Diego V c

lasqul'z in Cubn had rendered it one of the 
most flourishing of S]JIlnish &elllemen1S ; 
and many ponona from other colonies were 
allured thither. As the ocelln stretch
ing to the west of Cuba had not hithert, 

been uplored. this circumstance invited adventurers to atlt'mpl ne\v 
discoveries. Instigated by the desire of obtaining sudden wcnltll by 
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deeds of daring, severol officers who had served under PedrarillS, in 
Darien, entered into an association to undertake a voyage of disco
very. Velasquez not onlyapprot'ed their design, but assisted in 
carrying it on--he and an opulent planter named Cordon, advonc· 
109 the money to purchase three small vessels, with IMteriars for 
traffic or war. On board of these 0. hundred and len men embarked 
and ll3iled from St. Jago, Februnry S, 1517. On tlie twenty.first day 
after their departure, they reached Cape Caloche, tho most eastern 
point of Yucatan. As theyapprouched the shore, five canoes met 
them, bearing people clad in cotton gnrmcnts--ll circumstanco that 
excited tho wonder of the Spaniards. Cordova off~red them small 
presents, and endeavoured to gain their good will. Though evi· 
dentlyamazed at tbeir strange visitors, the Indians invited them, 
with an appearance of cordiality, 10 visit their habitations. Accord
IOgly, lhe adventurers landed, and as they advanced into the country 
,,'ere struck by the sight of white atone houses. But they SOOIl 
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found that if the people had made progress in improvement beyond 
their countrymen, they were likewise more artful and warlike. 
For though the caeiqu~ had received Cordo .... with many tokens of 
friendship, he had posted a considerable body of his subjecl3 in am
blish, behind II. thicket, who, upon a signa.! given by him, rushed out 
and attacked the Spaniards with great bnldneaa and lome degree of 
martial order. Fifteen of. the latter were wounded; but their fire
anna 800fl compelled the iU!sailnn18 to fly. Cordova regained his 
ahipping and quitted the spot, carrying with him two natives, and 
the wealth of a small temple which he had plundered. 

Continuing their course toward the west, without losing sight of 
the coast, they o.rri\·cd. on the sixteenth day, at Campea:chy. T here 
tbey wew received witb more hospi tality j but water beginning to 
fail , thtly proceeded along what was atill thought to be an i~land , 
until ,btly arrived at the mouth of a river at Potonchan. Here all 
the troops were landed in order to protect the aailors while filling the 
casks, but, notwitbsUlnding this precaution, the nathes rusbed down 
upon them with such fury , and in such overwhelming numbers, that 
forty-seven Spaniards were killed upon the spot, and ths remainder, 
with but a single exception. in some manner injured . The com
mander received twelve wounds j but ho conducted the retreat wilh 
admirable skill and courage. On regaining their vessels, they im
mediately set sail for Cuba. During the passage thitber, their 
wounds, exposed to a burning sun, brought on a sickness, which 
was increased to tbe moet dreadful height by tbe want of water. 
Some died by the way, and the commander expired soon after ani.,
ing at Cuba . 

HESE disulen did not dilcounlge the Spaniards. 
The sigbt of gold wrought into curious shapes, the 
reports of nationa advanced into civilization, and the 
hope of suddenly gmaping a fortune , induced many 
to offer themselves {or a new expedition. Velasquez 
fitted out {our ships at his own expense. 1'wo hun

dred and forty \'olunteers, among whom were men of rank and fo r
tune, embarked in this enterprise. I t wns com monded by Juon de 
Grijalva, a young officer or tried courage, who was inatructed to 
barter for gold, and, if possibl6, attempt a settlement. Sailing fraln 
St. Jago. (April 8, 151S.) he steered in a dirl!f:tion with the fo rmer 
upedition, but was driven by contrary currents to the island of 
C;QXunlel. the inhabitants of whH:b fled at hi. appr0:8ch . H e .gain 
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put to sea, rounded Cape Cntouche nnd reached Potonchan. Here 
he determined to bmd and avenge his fallen C0110trymen in such a 
manner ns would strike terror among all the ~urrounding tribes. 
But, though he employed all hia troops in this attempt, aiding them 
with some field-pieces, the Indians fought with such courngo thaI a 
victory over them was gained with difficulty. The Spaniards then 
re-emberked, and CODlinued their voyage. The beauty of the coun
try and the novelty of Indinn to"'ns and cities excited their wonder 
and admiration. In the numerous villages scattered along the eoost, 
many stone qouses were observed, which at a dislOnce IIppeared 
white lind lofty. In the warmth of their fee lings, they denominated 
the country New Spain, a name by which it was known in Europe 
for more than three centuries. 

Proceeding to the southward, they found the Dativca more friendly, 
and at Guszaca they were perfumed with incense of gum-copal. 
and treated with the most flattering attentions. In six days, they 
exchnnged European trink-eta for curiously wrought ornaments of 
gold, worth fifteen thousand pctIos. The Spaniards now learned, (or 
the first lime, the existence of Montezuma, the great monarch to 
whom tbis province and the neighbouring ones was subject. Ro
embarking, Grijalva continued his course toward the west, and, on 
the 19tb of June, landed on a amall island, where he beheld, (01 

the first time, the horrid spectacle of human victims offered to a 
deity. He named this "POt the ilIle of Sacrificios, and a nilighbour
ing one San Juan de Ulun. From this place he desll!Ilchcd Pedro 
de Aharado, one of his officen. to Velasquez, with a fuJI account of 
bit important discoveries, and all the treasure acquired by traffic 
with the natives. 'Vitb the remaining vessels he proceeded along 
the coast to the river Pnnuco; but finding it impossiblo to plant a 
colony, he returned \0 Cuba, October 26, l 51S. 

Yucntan Wit! conquered by the Spaniards sooo after the over
throw of ~Iontczuma'" power by Cortcs; its history, therefore. forms 
a part of that of Mexico till the yenr 1839. when symptoms of 
dissatisfaction with the policy of the Mexican republic began to be 
diaplayed by a party CAlling themsl'lves Rocbelanos. Th ese de
manded either a more liberal central government, or entire independ
ence. In order to effect the latter, they secretly favoured the move
men18 of a faction calling themsehes Federalists. On tbe 29th of 
May. a militia caplain, named Santiago Loan. raised the revolutionary 
.tandard in the village of Ti~imin. and declared for the Constitution 

• • 
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of 1824. He then marched to E spita. the commandant of which 
bad agreed to join him, bUI, on making II. feint attack, the better to 
C1Jncenl his design, Iman found himself drawn into II. snare, aDd 
immediately retreated to San Fernando. Here. III the end of two 
months, he was attacked hy the commandant. The defendeNl ran 
8W8Y. the assailant entered in triumph. Ilnd immediately Ilnnou~ced 
to his government, that by II. great victory he had ended the revah. . 

Iman now gathered around him It. number of Indians, and endea
voured to insure their co-operation by B. promise of exemption (rom 
religiou! contribution. 'rhe government then sent against him 
Colonel Roguena with six hundred men, who. after another" de
cisi ve victory," guined becnuw the enemy ron awny, entered tbe 
place in triumph . Partial .quiet was preserved until F ebruary 11, 
IS·IO, whE'n the insurgents attacked the city of Valladolid. Here 
\\'('re thrl'e hundred mep under Lieutenant-colonel Amns. This 
officer appears to have possessed both tIllent and energy; but unfor· 
tunately, while marching against tho enemy, he was killed. Hi. 
troops immediately capitulated. A bond of outlaws then took pos
:session of the city and proclaimed the Constitution "f 1824 to be in 
force. The influence of this proclamation lOOn became contagious. 
Towns, one after another. hailed the new order of things, and were 
strengthened by the capital itself. In June, Rima, the commanding 
genoml, surrendered the province of Campeaehy, and for a time the 
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country was tlms actunJly separated from Mexico. A new state 
constitution was proclaimed on the 31st of March, 1841. 

During the war between the United States and Mexico, Yucatan 
declared her independence of Ihelallcr power, and even discussed pro
positions of annexation to her more powerful sister republic. But the 
disordo rs consequent upon these acts had not yet subsided, when a 
far more formidable danger than Mexican oppression menaced the 
country. Tbis was a general rising of the Ilidian population-an 
ovont almost unheard of ill the annals of Europa-American nations. 
Early in hH8, all the interior settlemonts had been aballdoned by 
Ihe whites, and an army of sixty thousand Indinns was desolating 
the couutr)'. Valladolid and Izamel, after being defended for a long 
while, were abandoned in Much, and tile citizens lied to Merida. 
Tbo YucalOcs published n statemenl of their fearful condition, and 
earnestly invited other fl'Ilions to help them. Tho whites have 
mainly recovered their position, and the country is now compara
tively quiet. NOlwithatanding her olcclaration of independence. 
Yucatan atill continuel a part or Merico 

1'110.1' •• 11111'. 
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CIIAl'TER VII. 

CALIFORNIA. 

term California WflS fomlerly applied ex
duaive1y to the lJarrow strip of land between 
the Pacific Ocean Rnd the Californian Gulf. 
Now it dcsignates the extens.ive country 
mnging from Inti tude 22° 48' to 42° nvrth, 
and berwecn tho 107° and 124° of west Ion· 
gitude. 1L is dividcd into Old, or Lower, 
California, and New, or Uppcr. California. 

Old California was unknown to Europeans unti11034, at which 
time Hernando Cortes, the ct')ebmted conqueror of Mexico, equipped 
a small fled, took the command in penon, discovered the Peninsula 
and Gulf of California, and ascended the latter about fifty leagues. 
He named it tbe Vermittion or Red SCtl, aDd it was subsequently 
Ityled, by his countrymen , the Sea of Cortes. This Torage wu 

m 
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unfortunate. By IItormBand other disasters the conqueror of Mexico 
WItS not only prevented from planting a colony, but forced to retrace 
his course, and even to abandon the original design of the expedi· 
tion-a. north-west pusage to the Old World. 

Previous to tbill, and during the villitofCortes to Spain, Nunez de 
Guzman had marched with an army from Mexico toward tbe north· 
"'\let. In his progress, he collected a large quantity of gold, and 
received the submission of many cacique!!; but WIIS 6nally stopped 
by a rugged mountsinoul countr}', which he named New Galicia. 
'fhis had induced Cortes, prior to his own expedition, to 6t out nn 
armament at Acapulco. which he placed under the command of 
Hurtado de Mendoza; but vioJ~nt storms, and the misconduct of the 
office/'ll employed, defeated tbe objects of the expedition. 

Six yc.ar8 after the discovery of California, the viceroy, Mendoza, 
sent an expedition to continue the obset\"ations of Cortes. The 
offiul1I are said to have reached tbe fortieth degree of north latitude, 
where they observed anow-cnpped mountains on tho .COlUlI; and, 
according 10 their own statement, mel vessels with gilded yards. sup
posed 10 belong to China or Japan. 

After this period, the burden of roOnti· 
nental difficulties and South Americnn con· 
queslS afforded the Spaniards but little 
opportunity to colonize the obscure pro
vinces of the remote Pacific. The decline 
of maritime adventure in that nation also 
contributed 10 the neglect of California. 
The C08st was visited. however, by Sir 
Francis Drake and other . voyage!,!, and 

u" P .... II" 11 D .....n.. the northern coasllI partially explored. 
The buccaneel1l frequently touched upon it, and the neighbouring , 
ocean seems to have been a frequent ~sorl for whaling expeditions. 
Still, faT more than D. century, no 8ettlement was attempted j and the 
interior of the country remained us little known as though the const 
had never been louched by a foreign vessel. 

But, notwith!tnnding this apathy with regard to colonizn.tion, a 
field was opened noc long after the discovery, which, exciting that 
strongest of all motiVe!!, the love of gain. soon brought numerous 
Tisite!'! to the adjacent watt'r1J. Thi. was the finding of a rich pearl 
oyster-bed on the COIlS!. The pearls abound chiefly in the southern 
part of the peninsula, in the Bey of Seralvo, and around tho ialanda 

" .. 
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of Santa CruZ and San Jose. The most valuable pearill in the pos
seSS\l,lR of the cou rl of Spain, were found in 1016 and 1665, by tbe 
expeditions of Juan Iturbi and Bernal de Pinadero. In 1768 aDd 
1109. a private soldier, named Juan Ocin, WRII enriched in a ahort 
time by fishing on the coast of Seralvo; bul, aiDee that period. tbe 
number of Californian pearls brought annually to market has been 
reduced almost 10 nothing. The lndian, and negree. who followed 
the severe occupation of divers, were frequefltly drowned or de\'oured 

by sharks. 
'1' length. in 1169, pursuant to the king's 

direction, Admiral Don Isidro Olen do 
undertook the conquest of California. 
He was accompanied by a nu mber of 
Jesuit miuionariu, under Ftlther EUlle
bio Francisco Kino. Tho accounts of 
this undertaking are exceedingly meagre ; 
but the general owed his ultimate succe811 
as milch lO the efforts of the ecclesiastics 
as to those of the soldiers. From it, the 

commencement of the Spanish authority in this province is to be 
dued. The Jesuits settled in the moat fertile provinces. snd when the 
commotions occasioned by tbe appearance and designs of the wbite 
men had in some degree worn away, they entered ardently upon the 
trying task of proselyting ' the lndians. Persuasion and presents 
were lbe means commonly used; where these failed, force was re
sortt!d to. After conversion, eacn natil'e wa.a required to give ten 
years' faithful service 10 the missions, ol\e, which he was placed at 
liberty, and , on security of good behaviour, al10lted a small piece of 
land for cultivation, and a few cattle. But they usually remained in 
the employment of the missions, having become auoched to theh 
masters and occupations. Their duties consisted cmll '~y in taking 
care of cattle, labouring on the forms, gnrdening, and household 
work . Some were taught tmdes, and others hired out to service. 
The police of the missions was strict. punishment was administered 
when required, and rewards were gil'en for good belillviour. 

Such was the patriarcbal monner in whicn California existed for 
an entire century. Remote from the source of its civilization, it felt 
little of the influence of the parent alOte, and, indeed , remained 
almost unknown either to Spain or Europe. This accounts for the 
conflicting statements entertained, for a long period of time, ron 

, 
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ceming it! sotl, riches, climate, and CIlpabilities, During the revolts in 
1836, the Indians were mostly CIlsl off from the mi5l!ions, Rnd deprived 
of the fr~its of their labour. 'l'he country was visited, in ISlI, by 
Captai n Wilkes, at tbe head of the United States Exploring Expe. 
dition, who found it to be destitute of all government. "l'be 
Indians," he says, "are now committiog acts of violence on tbe 
whites; they are becoming daily more daring, 'and have rendered It 

residence in single farm·houses, or eliancia" oot without danger. 
In looking at the state in which these poor Indians have been lefl, it 
cannot be denied but that they have cause to be dissatisfied with the 
treatment they have received." 

New California nppeara first to bave been discovered by Cobrillo, 
n Spanish adventurer. He SIlw the south coost in 1542, and aailed 
fo r a shoTt distance towartls thtl north. Thirty.six years after, 
(1678.) Sir Froncis Dmke went over the ~lIme grou nd, and pursued 
hi. discoveries much further northwllrd. He called the country 
New Alhion. In 1769, it waa colonized by the Sp!lDinrdl; and th~ 
Indians were converted principally through the elforl! of the lelu 
ll!; and, until 1836, remained It province of Mexico. In November 
0( that yellr, the citiznnl of Monterey, the capital. look up arms. 
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expelled the Mexican gauison, oDd declared the province independ· 
enl. A provisional government l\'ftS established. similar in its geM 

raI features to that of the United Stales. 
California baslaken an active part in the Muican war, against tbe 

Uniled States. The first military operations consequent to that event, 
within the territory, werc the rcsult rather of accident than design. 

FREMONT. of the Corps 
of Topogmphical Engineers, WM 

sent by the United Stales govern
ment on an CXI)cdilion to the country 
lying beyond the Rocky Mountains. 
'l'he avowed purpose of this corn
man/! was to find a new pass to Ore
gon, and part of the route lay through 
the scttled portion of California. 

On the 29th of June, 1840, Fre
mont reached the neigbbourhood of 
Monterey. in the upper pro'fince, 
where he hailed his command, and 
proceeded along to the city. in order 

to acquaint the authorities with his plans, Bnd request permission 
to .paSll some time in the valley. Permission was granted; but, 
on reaching the valley of San Jooquin, he learned through Mr. 
Larkin, the United States agent, that General Castro was about 
to attack him with a considerable fOKe. He then lOOk post about 
thirty miles from the city, and, raising the national colours, in
formed the Californians thai be would defend the place to the lasl. 
CastrO, however, did not attack, and Frcnlont, after a tedious 
retreat, arrived (May 15, 1846) at the TJamMh Il1ke. This place 
be soon Jen. , in consequence of the appearance of hostile Indians. 
On rctflLcing his steps to the Sl1cmmento river, he ascertained that 
Castro was still in arms agninst him, and was even preparing an 
expedition against the Americans who had settled in the neighbour. 
hood. In these circumstances, Captain Fremont considered him
self authorized to attempt the complete conquest of California, and 
its annexation to the United States. Thill was on tile 6th of June. 
, Var already existed between the United States Bnd Mexico, but of 
this fact the captain had not yel been apprized. 

The movements consequent to tbis resolution were rapid and brU
lant. The garrison P,t Zanona was captured, together with nine 
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...anon and two hundred and fifiy muskel!. On tbe 26th of June, 
a part of Castro's army WIllI attacked and completely routed. On 
the 4th of July, Fremoot assembled his forcel at Zanona, and de
clared tbe independence of the province. 

EANWHILE, the American government had 
sent n fleet, under Commodore Sloat, to the 
coast of California, and ordered General Kear
ny, with a large force, to invade the country, 
after having conquered New Mexico. The former 
officer, on anchoring his fleet, landed a con
siderable party, and took possesaion of Mon

terey. Here he WIl!I joined by Fremont, with a hundred flnd sixty 
men, the captain being in close pursuit of De Castro. At the same 
time, C<lmmodore Stockton landed on the coast, and proposed a plan 
to intercept the retreating general, by niling down the COIUIt and 
landing the troops at a proper point. Castro, however, evaded his 
pursuers and marched to Mexico. After this fruitlen e:lpedition, 
Stockton, in company with Fremont and Mr. Larkin, entered Ciudad 
de 108 Angelos, and renewed the declaration of freedom for Califor
nia. Soon after, General Kearny arrived and llSSumed the direction 
of affairs. 

But the eue with which the Californias had been subjected to 
foreign inBuence, was but the calm during which the ltorm gathers 
ita energy. Officers had been appointed in all tbe principal towns., 
and entered upon the discharge of duty as though in one of the 
United State8 j but they were soon to learn that something more 
than a 8udden revolution is nece88l!lry to insure to a people the bless
ings of republican government. On the 15th of January, 1847, the 
wbole province rOle in arms against the new system. At night, 
Governor Bent with twenty-four Illen were massacred at Fernando 
de Taos. Other murders took place at the same lime, and in a few 
days a large number of the Californians were muching upon Santa 
Fe. The commandant of Ihu place, Colonel Sterling Price, placed 
himself at tho head of fou r hundrl.>d men, and advanced to meet the 
enemy. l:Ie came up with them, placed to the number of fifteen 
hundred, in a strong position, near Coveda. Notwithl18nding the 
disparity of force. he gained a complete victory, killing or wounding 
thirty·six of their men, and losing but eight of hil own_ix of them 
wounded. A few days eJter Ihis betttle. (January 29th.) a hundred 
and eighty of Price's men, under Captain Burgwein, defeated II nlim· 
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ber of Mexicans, strongly posted at La. Joya. Their tolal loa, n 
elus:'6 of priiJOoers. was eighty. On the 3d of February, the .ic
torioue Americans entered niumphantly into the town of Fernando 

de Taos. 
'fhe Muican and Californian forces now retired to the village of 

Puebla de 1'a08, a strong position , whaec churches and otber build
ings were admirably situated for defence. An altnck was mode by 
the Americans OD the afternoon of the 3d. and renewed on the fo1· 
lowing morning. At nine o'clock, a cannon and twO howitzers wero 
opened upon the buildings, Ilnd. after a cannonade of IWO hours, 
twO separate charges were made under Captains Burgwcin lind 
Anglecy ; the former was killed. 'I'he Americans attempted to 
scale the walls but failed. T hey then stormed the church through 
II brench in tbe wail, fired it, and commenced vigflroUS mensurc9 for 
the reduction of the remaining buildings. Hostilities were termi
nated, however, by the submission of the inhllbi tanl$. 'rho garrison 
lost about three hundred killt"d and wounded; the Americans fifty· 

KEARNY, during these 
movemenl$ of Colonel Price, had 
marched from Santo. Fe with II 

con!!iderable foree, and, after Cro6!J

ing plains, rivera, mountains, ~nd 
deserts, came up with the enemy, 
(December 0, 1840,) 11\ San Pu
cual, Upper California. They 
numbered a hundred and .ixty, 
under Andreas Pica. 'I'he Ame
rican. attacked with twelve dra
goons, under Captain Jollllslon, 
fifty under Captain Moore, mount
ed on mules, twenty volunteers 
under Ca (ltain!! Gibson and Gilles

pie, and two mountain·howitzers under Lieutenant f>l1vidson. 
At break of day, (December 6,) Captai n Johnston made a furious 

charge upon tbe enemy with his advanced guanl, and WIIS soon 
after followed by the dragoons. The enemy gave wily. 'I'hey were 
followed by Captain Moore, and the cavalry mounted on mules. 
After retreating about half II mile, the enemy, who wero all lI'eli 
mounted, suddenly wheeled round and attacked the captain ...·h<>Se 

four. 
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nlen were some distance in advnnce of the others. On Recount of 
their vastly auperior numbers, few of the advance remnined un
touched. Captain Moore find Lieutenant Hammond were itweed, 
witb several other inferior officers. The Mexicans held the grou nd 
lor some minutes. but were tinally repulsed. Besides the officers 
already mentioned, the Americans 10$1 Captain Johnston and sixteen 
mcn killed; and sixteen wounded, including General Kearny, Cap
tains Gibson and Gillespie, lind other officers. 

On the 7th. Kearny resumed his march, and. after being joined 
by Commodore Stockton of the navy. again encountered the enemy. 
(January 8, 1847,) at the San Gabriel. Their force is estimated by 
the general at six hundred men, nnd four field.pieces. under Go· 
vernor Flores. The Americans crossed the river in fuce of tbe 
enemy, stormed tbe hl'ighl!, drove the enemy into tbe open plain, and 
after an action of an hour and a balf. remained victors of tbe bard· 
fougbt field . Their lou had been trifling. 

On the 9th, the Americans continued their march as far as the 
)llains of Mesa. (-Iere the enemy, who, during the day, had hung 
on their front and flanks, opened their artillery, which WaJI answered 
by that of the Americans. After hovering around for about two 
bOUNI, and occasionally skirmishing, the Jl.Jexiep.ns concentf1lled their 
forces, nnd charged Kearny's left flank, but were repulsed. 'J'h(' 
next day, the Americans entered Ciudad de lOll Angelos, without 
opposition. 

Kearney and Stockton now took pouelsion of the province in the 
name of the United States, and published a proclamation regulat ing 
the government and other matters of both Californias. Dy tho trenty 
of 1848, between Mexico and the United SIAle8, Upper California 
and New Mexico were ceded to the latter power, Ilnd from that lIe. 
riod the hi8tOry of theae countrie8 is included in that of the United 
State•. 
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OHAPTER VIII. 

FLORIDA.. 

LTHOUGH the southern extremity of FloridD 
lics 80 near to the 'Vest Indies, yet ils existence 
WIIS unknown to the Spaninrds for II. consider· 
able time after the voyages of Columbus. It 
is supp08cd to have been visited by Sebastian 
Cabot during his celebrated voyage along the 
American coast; but the principPi records of 

Ihis expedition 10SI, precludes the possibility of establishi ng 
Ihis opinion. The hope of rClIching the East Indics, or of discover
ing empires glittering with oriental luxury, led the Spanish adven
turers in a southern or south-west course j and it was not till Terra 
Firma had been examined, and Nunez de Balboa had discovered the 
Pacific. thai the Spaniards even suspected the existence of the 
region now forming the United Slales. 

T he glory of discovering Florida bcJonge to Juan Ponce de Leon, ... 
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an adventurer who had accompanied Columbus in his second voy
age. He had then won auch reputation as to be intrusted with II. 

ahare of the government of Hispaniola. and subsequently with the 
conquest of Porto Uica. But his claims u governor conOicting 
with those of Columbus. he withdrew. and obtained. in compenSll
tion, Bimini, one of the BahamlUl. which Jay nearest to the conti
nent. 

At this plnee, the vetemn received intelligence which decided his 
future desti ny. An opinion was then prevalent among the Caribs 
Ihat in one of the 'Vest Indies a fountain existed whose waters could 
imparl the gin of perlletual youlh. In that age of romantic and 
chi I'alroue ad I'enture. of new-found world6 and empires, it is not won
derfuilhat tho eager knight should embrace almost any opinion can
clnning tho mysterious recesses of the lands daily unfolded to view. 
Ponce de Leon immediately embarked in search of the wonderful 
fount. Nearly all the northern islands of the Archipelngo were 
visited, and the eagemeSfl of the voyager increased in proportion as 
the fairy waters eluded his grasp. 

HE industrious search after this chime
rical object was rewarded in a manner 
totally unexpected. On the 27th of 
March, 1512, the Spaniards came in 
sight of an extensive country, hitherto 
unknown. It being Easter, (Pascua 
Florida,) they named it Florida; and 
hal'ing landed (April B) near the pre

sent si te of St. Augustine, they were delighted with its splendid 
vegetation and magnificent forests. Elated with the great discovery, 
De Leon. arter 8ailing down the eastern coost to the 80uthern point. 
repairtld to Porto Rico, and thence to Spain, where he laid before 
the king the particulars of the new country, and obtained permis
sion to conquer and rule it. 

Had Ponce de Leon been able to sail immediately on his expedition , 
his fate and that of the expcdition wou ld probably hal'e becn different. 
BUI circumSlO.nces delayed his preparations so long, thnl nine years 
elapscd herore he again appearcd in lhe neigilbourhood of Florida. 
He was then broken down by war and misfortunes; and probnbly 
hi, skill and vigour in planning and executing military achievements 
had ~en much dimini8hed. 

'fho point at which he landed is uncertain. His intention 'COlO., 
.. L 
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• 	 to have been to found a permanent co1ony ; but in the midlt of his 
prepamtions he Wa! attacked by a large party of Indians, his men 
routed, and himself severely wounded by an arrow. Discournged 
by so unexpected a cataStrophe, the !urvivof1l regained the vessel, 
and sailed for Cuba, where their leader died of his wound. 

Spain now claimed. under the title of l"'lorida, 1M whole coast 
from Cape Sable to Labrador. Her ~reteneions, of COUNle, were 
never enforced; but Spanieh vessele continued to tmde nlong the 
coast as fa r north as Virginia, mainly for the purpose or stealing 
Indians, who were afterwards sold a8 slave!. A company was even 
formed for Ihis infamoue purpOSIl; an(1 under thei r auspices, Lucas 
Vaeques de Ayllon was sent, about the year 1620, to Florida. He 
discovered South Carolina, and Btliled up theCombo.hee river, which 
he denominated Jordan. The natives received him moe! cordially, 
hringJng provisions and other supplies i but after decoying great 
numbers on board, he detained them, and the ships sailed for the 
' Vest Indies. Before reaching their destination, one of the ships 
8unl.i.; and nearly all the captives in the other died. A second Ill:' 
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pedition, conducted by the same leader, was auacked by the Indians 
and almost annihilated. 

Some time after these voyages, Stephen Gomez, in attempting a 
Dorth,weJ! passage to India, reached, as is supposed, the Ifuitude or 
40" Of 41 0 north, which coost was denominated, by the early Spa
niards, the Lond of Gomez. 

An odl'enturer now appeared wbo seemed worthy to accomplish 
thnt in which the unfortunate Ponce de Leon hnd failed. Pam philo 
de Narl'aez, the rival of Cortes, in the conquest of MeJ:ico, deter. 
mined to nltempt the conquest of Florida. For this purpose, he Will 

invetlted with the office of adeiontado, which gave him full power 
10 subjugRle, settle, lind rule the coveted region. 

In June, 1621. Nnrvaez sailed from SI. Lucll8 with five ves~els and 
.il: hundred men i but, before leaving Cuba, (Februnry 20, J52t:1.) 
wllere he hnd stopped to refit, desertion and other causes had re
duced the nrmament to four vessels, four hundred men, and eighty 
horses. He reached Florida in April, and landed in sight of nn 

Indian village, proba. 
bly near the bay of 
Spiritu Santo. Here 
he erected the empe
ror's standard. and 
claimed the country 
for Spain i after which 
the village was en· 
tered, and lIuch thinga 
seized as the Spa. 
niards had need of. 
The Indian. lied into 
the interior; and it 
soon became necca-

IlIry for tbe invaders tl'! pAuse and consider on their future course. 
Alvaro Nunez, narrator of the expedition, advised tbe commander 
10 re.embark, and !!tlil onwards till he should find a fertile country, 
and a safe station to retreat on, should it be necessary. But Nor 
Taez determined to push at once into tbe interinr; and, nn the ht 
of May, at the bead of th ree hundred men, forty nf whom were 
cavalry, he commenced his march through Florida. After paS3ing 
th rough various tribe. nf Indians, some friendly and some hostile, 
explnring fore.ts, swimming broad riven. and wading through 
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marshe9. they turived. at the cnd of fifty·seven d:lyf, IICllr a village 
which the guides pointed out to them as the sent of a nourishing 
empire. The food they h:ld brought with them was now entirely 
(:Onllumed_ circumstance which gave sdditional enthusiasm to the 
feelings with which they hailed the village. as the fu.lfilment of their 

brilliant expectations. 
Alvaro took: posse~lOn of the place; and, after a series of skir· 

mishes with the inbabitaoL!l. learning that a IOwn Darned Aute, 
abounding in maize, lay nine OOys' journey to the $Outhward. the 
dispirited adventurers directed their steps thitber. The difficulties 
of the way were greater than any they had yet experienced; bUI 
they reached their destinition, and secured a VIllunble store or maize. 
Another day's journey brought them to a river. opening upon a 
brood ann of tbe sea, probably the Bay of Appalachicola. Her" , 
while gazing upon the broad extent of waters, and reflecting on the 
wilderness th rough which they had paued, tbe loneliness nnd utter 
wretchedness of their situation burst upon them; and many a bold 
heart, which fo r years had struggled fo r glory even in the jaws of 
fate, now sighed like a child for home. 

The situation of Ihe party W8lI indeed distrening. A thi rd of 
their numoor hsd perished, and disease was rapidly thinning the 
remainder. To re!:ede into the interior would be folly ; and it was 
impossible to remain alive on the coa.st. No resource remained but 
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the almOllt hopeless ona of constructing barks to sail along the const. 
Narvaez and his comllanions set themselves diligently to work,' llnd 
between the 4th of August and ~Olh of September, fiv e boats were 
built, each capable of carrying tiny men. They were constructed 
of light wood, and held together by twisted OII.kum and the gum of 
trees. The shirts of tbe Spaniards sen'ed as sails. 

After embarking, they seized 
• live Indian canoe!, which 	mate

rially improved their condition; 
and at the end of more than 11 

'" '""'''"" landed a.t a villilge where 
they were hospitably received. 
At midnight, an allack was 
made by the inhabitants, and 

the invadera were forced to their boniS with loss. They met a like 
reception at anothe"!; island. 1'he provisions were now nearly ex
hllusted; and the canoes in such a miseroble condition that they 
could scarcely be got forward . · In this forlorn situation, Narvaez 
abandoned his brnve companions, and, pushing aheo.d in the best 
vessel, left Alvaro and the othera to take care of themselves. He is 
lupposed. to have perilhed o.t sea. 

Thus deserted by the man wilo had led thern. to ruin, AJvo.ro, 
nner a great va.riety of adventures, finally Jed a small remnant of 
his companions, by a circuitous route, across the Missil5!!!ippi lind Rio 
Grande, to Mexico. He was well received at Culillzzan, by Go
vernor Diaz, and also at the city of :llexico; and having there re
cruitoo himself by a stay of two months, he set sail, and arrived a ' 
Lisbon, August D, 1631. 

Alvaro found hi$ OlVn country intoxicated with the recent Dcquisi
tion of on empire. which had realized all the golden dream! thul had 
COlIt so much bl<lOd and on:ricty. Peru, discovered, conquered, and 
rifled by Pizarro and Almngro, with a handful of adventurers, had 
given 0. new impulse to adventure. Ferdinand de Soto, a princi. 
pil i actor in this grond droma. had returned to Spain, lnden with 
fnm e lind wealth; and, on hearing of Ponce de Leon's adventurefl, 
he solicited permission to conquer Florida, aDd wall immediately 
constituted adelantado. 

AI thia juncture, Alvaro arrived with his doleful tale; but nothing 
could damp the ambition of De Sata. His fame drew together a 
n.at company of adventurert, from whom he selected niDe hundred 

" 
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ond 6fiy of approved charucter; and 0 0 the 6th of April, 1538, em
bnrked in teo vessels for Cuba. He thcft! Bpent a year in prepam
lion, during which time be was joined by Vasco POl'Clllho, a veteran 
who, like himself, had gained an immense fortune by his sword . He 
was appointed lieutenant-geneml. 

SOlO rencb",d Florida May 25, 1538, and , on the 301h, landed in 
the bo.y of Spiritu Santo. Four individuals were scnt out to ascer· 
lain the fale of the former expedition; but these wero acizcd by a 
neigh bouring cacique and condemned to lingering denth, Other dif
ficuiliea followed in such rapid succession, that Porealho became dis
couraged and returned 10 Cuba. 

It wlla unfortunate [or De SolO that an expedition bad preceded 
him in Floridn. He came wilh a sincere desire not to provoke the 
Indians by aclS of crut-Ity; 8nd as he had the reputlltion of being 
:me of lh" most bumane of all the Peruvian conquerors, there ia 
room to believe that bia d(>sirtJ would have been (llteoded with the 
wished-for harmony. in ract, tbe measurel that he adopted at lAnf!· 

I 
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ing were admirably conducive to this effect. But the n!llil'e! still 
remembered the perfidious cruelty of Narvaez; and they looked 
upon the new-comers only as 11 fresh band of robbers and murderers. 
Had Florida. like Mexico. been under one great government. this 
difficulty would not have been so fonnidable j for then Soto could 
have beaten its army, entered the capital, and been mnster of the 
country. But he struggled IlgaiDst a multitude of fierce petty tribes. 
who; although offeri ng no point at which an effective blolV could be 
struck, never left him mllstcr of more than the spot on which hi, 
army stood. 

After the departure of Porcalho, Solo commenced his mllrch into 
the intcrior-a march which hns no parallel in the history of Ame
rican adventure. The people either met him witb SbowtlTS of 
arrows or fled in to the interior. leaving the region through whicb he 
pused little bette r than a barren waste. In the district of Acali, his 
I(.on wero attacked, while CfOMilig a large stream, by the entire 
population . T he chieftain of Vitachuco laid a plot for their lute r 



128 FLORIDA. 

• 

101'0. 

extermination; but intelligence of it was received through Ortiz, eo 
that, on the day appointed. the Spaniards were armed lind prepared 
for the onset. When it was about to begin. II. party surrounded and 
!eized the cacique. The savages, undismayed, rushed on with loud 
abonta; lind Solo ra!hly galloping into the crowd, his h0l'96 fell 
pierced with three arrows. The rider himself would ha\'c been lorn 
LO pieces but for the exertions of his cavalry. The flower of tbe 
Indian warriors now plunged into II large pond, where they kept 
themselves afloat. nnd though the invaders surrounded it six deep, 
they refused to surrender. In the morning, they were captured, 
when almost dead with cold lind fatigue. 

Notwithstanding the violence of this attack, the Spanish general 
extended II gmcrat pardon to the oiftlntlers, and even admitted the 
caciqne to his table. Soon after, however, he apportioned the cup
th'es as eervants among his men-a measure in the llighest degree 
impolitic, since nothing could have been more mortifying to those 
free chicftain~ than the idea of servitude. 

A sudden attack was made upon the Spaniards, while at dinner, 
during which several of the Europeans were killed, and others 
eeverely injured; but they finally maetered their infuriated opp~ 
nents. 

SOlO now abandoned, in II great measure, hia conciliatory COUnle, 
telzing all Indians he met with, and compelling tbem to act at ser
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vnnt.. It .hould be recorded, however, to his honour, that, notwith_ 
ftanding the scene!! of whole!8.le batchery to which he had been 
familiarized in Peru, he never imitated them in Florida; and, indeed. 
rarely trifled with human life. except in battle. 

On reaching Appalachen. Boto seized the cacique, hoping therehy. 
to compel the inhabitanta to submission through fear for their ~ol'e
reign" safety. Tho chief was of a most un~ieldy bulk; but, not
"'ithstanding this circum.tance, and the vigilance with which he lVas 
guarded, his subjects managed to steal him away, nnd fled hastily 
into the interior. Boto was mortified, but not discouraged. His 
tnoughts still dwelt on some sunny dime where temples, and walls, 
and princely palaces glittered with burnished gold, where the same 
precious metal sparkled amid the sands of limpid streams, and 
where the very air was soft and subduing with the copious gushing. 
of priceless gums and balsams. For this EI Domdo, the fata l syren 
which had misled 80 many noble spiriUs, he had sacrificed home, 
fortune, comfort. and heahh; and still. as it glided from his grasp. 
he bore up against experience and the convictions of common sense, 
and t('ached onward the more eagerly. in proportion as his ",lrorUs 
appea'l'ed uaeleu. The reports of some captains, who had seen, in 
great abu ndance, a yellow and a white metal, seemed to keep up the 
illusion; and Solo determined to push forward with all po!Isible alac
rity. In passing a rather barren region, in the present State of 
Georgia, his men wete reduced to such misery for want of provi 
sions, as gladly to devour the dogs presented them by the natives 
On arriving at the Savannah river, they learned that a kingdom, 
named Cofaciqui, lay on ·the opposite shore, and that its sovereign 
was a woman. Ere long, nn ornamented bark wos seen moving 
from theo\her side, containing the princess herself. She enchanted 
them by her, beauty, gmce, and courtesy; presented II triple row of 
pearls to the general, and carried the wholl;! party acrou the river in 
canoes. On being interrogated concerning the yellow rind whitt 
metal, she instantly produced specimens; but how great \vIl S the dis
appointment of the adventurers to find the anticipated gold nothing 
but a gilded etone, and the silver white clay, or quartz. It is pro
bable, howe ver, that the stone, considered worthless by the Spaniards, 
was really gold are. 

Sick with rt'peated vexations, many of the adventurers exprease:l 
a wish to give up the search for wealth, and settle in their present 
1uartcrs. To thi., Soto would not listen, bUI departed in the b4:liu. 

" 
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ning "r May. Con!idering it impossible. however, to march through 
the country without being auacked. he seized the queen, and obliged 
her to issue ordell! that the Spaniards should be supplied with what
ever her territory afforded. She escaped near the (rontier. 

HE Spaniards now passed through the Chero
kee region, and over a barren territory, to the 
land of COO88. Here they were met by the 
cacique in the most friendly mnnner-n kind
ness requited by seizing his person. The same 
system was practised on the cllcique of '1tu~ca· 
loosa, n person of gigantic ellllure, fierce, proud, 

and ruling over extensive territories. On findi ng himself II. prisoner, 
he dis!('mbled his Tcal sentimenta, until the i"vnden bad reached 
Mauvila, (Mobile,) a large town. strongly pnlisaded, and containing 
numerOUB families. Solo, baving entered by invitation, was enter
tained with dances and other kinds of gayety; yet, while surrounded 
with these flattering demonstrations, he received notice that the 
houses were filled with armed warriors, collected from every quar
ter; that the children had been removed, and enn the women, ex· 
cept many who had also prepared for battle. Strange to say, ' in the 
face of this evidence, and notwithstanding hi. past hitter experience, 
the general contented himself by merely directing hi. followers to 

be on their guard. 
He wu soon undeceived. Order was succeeded by uproar, terror, 

and death. Yells from thousands of infuriated sangea appalled tbe 
sloulest heart, and clouds of arrows darkened the day. Unable to 
breasl the storm, SolO shouted to his men to full hack--.'l m01'ement 
which continued , under galling showers, until they reached their 
horses. One after another was left behind, the victim of Indian 
vengeance, and many of the aurvivors wtlre pierced by arrows. But 
once on horseback, they regained their superiority, and easily drove 
beck their pursuers. The palisade being strong against a. force 
vithonl artillery, some time elapsed before tho gate could be force,1 

I)pen . Even then, tho Ind ians were found 10 strongly posted in 
.he houses, that they could not be overcome except by the dreadful 
e:a:pedicnt of firing the town. The scene that followed was terrible. 
In that warm climate, houses Iconstructed entirely of reeds and 
branches, flamed like tinder, and suddenly, as by magie, both tl.rmiu 
were involved in volumes of fire and smoke. A. tha nnti,·cs rushcd 
rorward, many fell a sacrifice either to \ha flames or tbe sword 



131 DISCOVERY Oli' THE ldISSISSIPPI. 

Those who escaped to the fields endeavoured to renew the battle. 
and even the women lent their 883istance; tbey .....ere. however. 
finally obliged to seek safety in a general fligbt. Different accounts 
slate their lou at from two thousand five hundred to len thousand. 
The SpAniards had eighteen killed, Il number severely wounded. and 
allthe;r baggage consumed in the flames . 

After this melancholy affair, Soto fought his way iDto the gr~at 
valley of the Mississi ppi, hitherto unknown, and reached Chicas8w. 
the 1!!1ll!.1J capilal of tbe warlike nation of the C hicaStlws. Here h(\ 
passed the winter. On the return of spring, he had apparel'tli 
removed all cause of dispute with the Indians, whom he now re
quested to lend him two hundred of their number to carry hia 
baggage. A atorm, however, WIUI about to bUNlt upon him, of which 
he W!\tI little aware. The Indians had long been seeking nn oppor
tunity for aurpriac, and now taking advantage of a dark, stormy 
night, passed tho Spanish sentinels, penetrated, undiscovered, into 
their canton menta and set them on fire. At dead of night, the troops 
were roured from alumber, by the crackling of flames aDd the yells 
of thcir assailaolS. They .....ould probably have beeD entirely cut 
off; but that the hones rushing with wild neighiDgs from place to 
pInce, were mislD.ken for mounted troops, and caused the Chicaaaws 
to fiy in diaorder. Eleven Spaniards were killed, fifty horses. and 
nearly aU their hogs. The dothea which had escaped at Mauvila 
were burned, and the iron armour damaged. 

In tbis forlorn condition, the Spaniards again pusbed forward. 
llOti! their progress lVas arrested by the Mississippi. This great 
stream is accurately described by tbe survivors M more than a mile 
broad, rapid, muddy, e:ltremely deep, and lVith many large trees 
floating on its surface. Soto's passage being opposed. it Wa! twenty 
days before he could construct barges to contain his men. 

It would be tedioua to follolV the intrepid Soto through the whole 
of this astonishing expedition. He appears to have wandered far 
north, into what is now the state of Missouri, everywhere toiling 
and fighting, amid dangen apparently insunnountable. At Auti. 
amque (Utiangue) on the Upper Washila, be passed his fourth 
dreary winter. In the spring, his condition WIUI so wretched, that he 
determined on the meMure from which his mind had so long re
Tolted, of returning to the COWlt, and seeking reinforcements from 
Cuba. or Mexico. He. therefore, hastily descended the \Vo.shitn to 
ita jUllcture with the Red River, and the Intter stream to its conllu
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enee with the MissiS!ippi. Here he found himself in the territory 
of Gauchoya, which contained a brave Ilnd numerous population; 
his men being reduced to less than five hundred. nnd the horses to 
forty. He, therefore, announced himself 0.8 the child of the sun ; 
ttnd taking advantage of thei f astonishment at seeing themselves in 
Il minor, he announced that that glaM would display to him who.t· 
ever they did at any distance, and thus detect nny plot which might 
be formed against him. He Willi now informed that the sen was yet 
fa r off; and the road thither greatly o'betructed by streams and 
entangled woods. Amid tbese Boxielie. and distrcsaet he was 
seized with fc,.cr, wbich dosed, in a few daya. his earthly career. 

The death of the commander who had shared with them 10 man 
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toile., and whOle voice had been their rallying power in houn of 
darkness, fell with atunning force on his little band. Moscoso. hi, 
aucunor, endeavou red to conceal the event from the Indians, pre
tending that the general had merely gone on a visit to heaven, 
whence he would quickly retu, n. Lest an ordinary burial might 
lead to other conclusions, it was determined to sink the body in the 
Mississippi. At dead of night, with nothing around but a few 
broken men, the silent stan, and the rolling flood, the chivalric Soto 
was committed to his watery grave. He who had made captive 
the mighty Inca of Peru, who, to grasp an empire's wealth, had 
battled among tens of thousands, lind whose fame had drnwn \0 hi. 
banner the mOdI sillendid army hitherto beheld in the Nelv World. 
was robbed by fortune, even of toot little spot where friends coulL 
console themselves by rellecting that they wept over his remains. 
Afier his death, the adventurers wandered about for a long while 
over Iln immense tract of country, aod 6nally constructed boots, de 
ltended the Mississippi, Ilnd sailed. to Panueo. Of the entire com· 
pany that had sailed from Cuho. only three hundred lind eleven 
were left. Anet marching four years over 6ve thousand miles of 
lavage and hostile regioDs, they had achieved nothing, nor left even a 
veatige of their route, save the track of hlood by which it bad ~B 
klo often stained . 

'l'hus, lhe tint three Spanish expeditions to Florida did not estabhsh 
lor that nation one single fOrt, notwithstanding that more blood and 
treasure had been expended on them than on tbe comhined outfit.s of 
Columbu8, Cortes. and Pizarro. Such reverses diminished the 
"'tractions of Florida to Spanish eyes; and tbe idea of colonizing it 
teema to have been for some time abandoned. A Dominican mi.
,ionary, however, nllilled Cancello, visited the country for the pur 
\lOfle of converting tbe Indians, and received ample encouragement 
from government j but he and his companions were massscred. 
rhe Spaniards, however, continued to claim Florida, and even the 
whole of North America. 

It was not to be expected that so preposterous a claim wouW long 
'ema;n undisputed by the more powerful European nations. Fran
:is 1., the great rival of thtl Spanish emperor, was ambitious of Clta
:.Iiehing 0. COIOllY in North America, which might act as a check to 
ki, anto.gonisl's power in the.! quarler; and with this view, he sup
plied Giovanni Verazzano, a noble Florentine, with four vessels for 
america. 1'his adventurer, after being driven back by a ~torm nI 
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htted his fleet. and engaged in some successful DaTal operations on 
me Spanish COIl!It. He was tben given command of the Dolphin, 
with fifty-eight men, provisioned (or eight months, to prosecute his 
origiool plan of discovery. After encountering. severe tempest, h. 
came. in tbe middle of March, upon a COM! supposed to be thai 01 
North Carolina. After sailing along the coest for lOme time in 
oIeareh of a harbour, he landed in the Y'icinity of Cape Fear, and 
held lome friendly inlercoure6 with the Mli'SI. He coa.stcd what 
is now Virginia and the Middle Stales, sailed up the Hudson, 
touched at Martha's Vineyard. and other portions of New England. 
visited Nova Scotia, and seems 10 bave gone as far north as Labra· 
dor; hut his provisions being exhausted, he WII8 obliged to sail for 
France. Yerozzano subeequently made another voyage to America, 
where he was killed by a pany of lhe natives. 

After the death of Francis l.. the celebrated Admiml Colign i de
termined to found a settlement in America, which might afford an 
asylum to hi. Protestant brethren. whom persecution oblig~d to flee 
from tbeir own country. In 1562, he furnished John Ribo.u[t of 
Dieppe. an experienced seaman, with two veucIa. and dir~ction8 to 

reacb the mouth of tbe river called, by Aylloll. the Jordan. (Camba
bee.) Steering in too low II. latitude. that nuigator reached tht: 51 
Johns, and discovered other ri'fers which he named nner thO'<e 01 
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France. The scenery at Port Royal 80 delighted him that he landed 
and chose it 88 the site of his colony. Having erected a (ort and 
placed the aetllement in a promising coodition. Ribault len twenty
six men and returned to France for reinforcements and luppliee. 
Unfortunately, the new governor, Albert, was a rash and tyrannical 
officer; who. finding it difficult to maintoin authority where all 
thought themselv68 nearly equal, enforced it in the most violent 
manner He addressed them in opprobrious language, hanged one 
with bis own hand, and threatened others with the Sllme fate. Mu
tiny was the consequence. The commander was put to death, and 
Nicholae Burro, being appointed in his stead. soon restored tron· 
quillity. In consequence of the great civil war in France, no 
reinforcements reached the little colony; and the colonists at 

length constructed a brigantino to return to their own country. 
The slender stock of provi8ions was 800n exhausted, and aner being 
reduced to the la8t extremity, they were picked up by an English 
veasel. 

Some time elapsed before Coligni could resume his scheme of 
colonization; but, in 1564, he succeeded in fitting Ol1t three vessels, 
abundantly aupplied, and commanded by Rene Lnudonniere, an able 
companiol' of Ribnult. Sailing round the Canaries and West [ndies, 
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he reached the St. John', riTer, lind determined Ihrre to stop Bnd 
settle. He W88 cordially received by Saturiov8, the Indian cacique, 
who. flaltered by the deference shown him by the French, led Lau
donniere to the monument erected by Ribnult, which had been deco
rated with flowers and supplied with ample provisions for the new 
VI8LI0I'8 . A fort nllmed La Carolina Will erected , and expeditions 
aent up the river, where small quantities of gold and silver lVere 

leen. Report' were likewise received of a mountainous country in 
the interior where these metals abounded. These illusory proepeclS 
diverted the colonists from more sober punuits; and, in n short time. 
a number of the more reckless, seized with a sudden de!ire to grow 
rich, fonned" tbe criminal resolution of becoming pirates. Confining 
the commander, they ritled his atores, and setting ao.i1 captured a 
richly laden vessel, having tbe governor of Jamaica on board. 
They imprudently sailed to thai island, where they were surrounded 
and one of their vessels captured. The others were obliged, through 
wllnt of food, to relUm to the settlement, where Loudonniere con· 
demned {du r of the ringleaders to be executed. 

Mean while, the colonist! neglected agriculture, ond continued 
the pursuit ofter unknown treasures. They were soon obliged to 
depend for food entirely on the Indians, a misemble reaource, parti. 
cularly in Florida. Dispirited by 80 dreary a situation, they began 
to construct vesseb to return home i and, although cheerod by Il 

viail, and Ii Jibe~ aupply of provi.ions from Sir John Hllwkins, they 
did not intermit their Insk. But when on the point of uiling. 
(August 28, 1665,) several shills' were observed approaching. It 
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waa It new expedition under Ribnu,:, who, 
having been appointed to 6upeNiede iAuduQ
niere, had brought with him a numerous rein
forcement and ample supplies. 1'he idea of 
returning was, therefore, abandoned . To 
them, the resolution was II fallli one. 

Oon Pedro Menendez, a Spaniard, now de
termined to conquer Florida. He snilet! from 
San Lucas with eleven ships and a thousand 

. ' 8 J Olt .. 1\ .. .. It 1 1<. . men, and repaired to the river St. Augus
line. He there founded a settlement, considered the oldest town 
now in the United States, nnd forthwith prepnred for opeflltion! 
against the heretic French. 

Ribault, on learning the arrival of this formidable enemy, thought 
it mosl advisable to become the assailant without delay, before they 
could fortify thei r position. This conduct has been censured, but 
perhaps too much wilh reference to the fatal event. Leaving Lau
donniere with eighty-five men in the fort, he sailed on the Sih of 
September, and arrived on the 10th at the mouth of the St. Augus
tine; but was there overtaken by a tremendous storlD, which drove 
him for out to sen. Menendez, concluding that this expedition mUll 
haYe comprised the flower of the French troops. and that those left 
in the fort were few in number. hnstily formed the resolution to 
Illack them. Selecting five hundred of hil best men, he led them 
across II wild country , intersected by broad streams. Iwamps, and 
forests, encouraging them to proceed by an appeal to all the sentiments 
of honour and religion. On the fourth evening, the place Will del
cried, but the night was Ipent in the neighbourhood, amid a dread
ful tempest, which, while it inflicted severe sulfering, also lulled the 
enemy's euspiciona. At daybreak, the three gates of the fort were 
Ieen open, and only a aingle Frenchman outside. who was lured 
Into the cam p nnd kllted. Menendez then ordered his followers to 
Juah forward, nnd enter before nny discovery could be made. But 
a soldier, chllncing to be on the rampart, gave the alarm; though. 
before Laudonniere could be TOused, the enemy were in Ihe fOfl, nnd 
had commenced an indiscriminate massacre. That chief. with afive
ral companions, leaped from the wail, ran into the woods, and. ofter 
wandering lome time, found a little bark. in which, under severe 
want and imminent perils, they made their way to Bristol. Spanish 
writers assert, that after the slaughter had continued sowe time, all 
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order was issued to spare the women and children, and \.hat, while 
two hundred perished, seventy wero saved. 

Ribaull, meanwhile, after being driven out 10 sea, saw his vessels 
completely wrecked among the rocks in Ihe Bahama Channel. He 
escaped 011 shoro with nearly all his men; bUI their condition was 
most deplomble, and, in endco.vouring 10 reach their settlement by a 
march of three hundred miles, through a barrel). country, the moat 
extreme hardships were endured. At length. on the ninth day, they 
beheld the river. and the fort on the opposite side ; but what was 
thE'ir dismay to see on the ramparts Spanish colours fiying! Their 
leader made a solemn pause before be could resolve to place any 
trust in men known to be imbued with the most ferocious bigdtry. 
Seeing, however, no other hope, he sent two of the party to represent 
that their sovereigns were at pence j that, agreeably to instructions, 
they had strictly avoided interfering with IIny of their settlements; 
they asked only food and a veuel to convey tbem home. Their 
reception is very differently reported. According to the French, it 
was most kind, and ample pledges of Bafety wero given. The Spll' 
niards, on the contmry. allege that Menendez acquainted them wilh 
his object, and the bloody treatment he had given to their country· 
men j but added, that if they wou ld lay down their arms, ond place 
themselves at his mercy, he would do with tbem whatever God in 
hia grace might suggest. We cannot, however, believe that without 
some more positive pledge, Ribaull would have agreed to surrender. 
Having delivered their arms, his men WE're conveyed across the 
river by thirty at a time. They were dismayed to find themselvel 
bound two and two together, with their haDds behind their bocks; 
but this, they were assured, wu only a temllorary precaution. At 
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Jength, they were drawn up in front of the castle, when lhc Spanish 
chief with his sword drew a line round them on the sand, snd on II. 

sigoal gi"t'en, lhe solditll'fl commenced ilie work of slaughter, with 
every excess of cruelty and indignity; tbe military band playing 
the whole time to drown the cries for mercy and the shrieks or tbe 
dying. Ribault, amid vain remonstrances, was struck in the back 
and rell covered with wounds. 'Vben the work of bJood was 
finished, the aS88uins susp:ended to a tree a number or the mangled 
limbs, attaching the inscription, "Not because they arc Frenchmen, 
but because they are herctica and enemies of God." 

'fhis dismal trogedy, when announced in France, gave birth to n 
mingled sentiment of grief and rage, accompanied by a loud cry for 
" tlngeance. These feelings wcre the more deep among the Hugue. 
note, from the suspicion tbat they werc not shared by the sovereign 
Charles IX., who was clmlely united lVith Philip in relendese enmity 
to the Protestant name. Yet a remonstrance was presented from 
fifteen hundred widow! and orphans, calling on him to avenge this 
dreadful deed, and vindicate the honouT of his wuntry. Tha king 
made ouly formnl remonstrances, and accepted a superficial apology; 
bUI there was a .pirit in the nation itself, ,,,ruch, independently of 
his will, provided the means of punishment. 

OMINIQUE DE GOURGUES was uni. 
versally distinguished in tbat age as a 
daring warrior. He had fought succes. 
fully both against the Spaniards Bod 
Turks, by tbe former of whom he had 
been held some time a prisoner, treated 
wilh the utmost indignity, and compelled 
10 work as a galley 810\'e. On receiving 

mteUigence of the Floridan catastrophe, his own wrongs, t.ogetber 
witb those or hi, countrymen, took full possession of his mind; and 
he. devoted his IV hole energie9 to the work of vengeance. By sell. 
ing his little property, and borrowing from friends, he equipped 
three ships, with IwO ::"'1dred and thirty soldiers and sailors, 1II0001Iy 
ChOleD adherents, who had orten conquered along with him . Oate· 
fully concealing hi. object, he obtained a license for the 8.lave.tm(h:, 
and l8.iled on the 22d of August, 1567; but on applOllching the 
Cape de Vent islands, he ch.nged his WUl'fle, and stood across the 
Atlantic. It wa. nOI before reaching the western point of Cuba. 
hal he unfolded to the wbole party their dreadful deatination 
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Sorno were disposed to ebrtnk; bUI, being persuaded by the reel, 
they at length joined in a unanimous consent. 

De Gourgues. in sailing along the ~t of Florida, pused impru
dently near to San Mathea, of which he WIlS warned by his squad· 
ron, who had found themselves saluted liS Spaniarda; whereupon 
he hastened to another river fil\een leagues distant. and landed M 

aecredy &8 possible. Finding the native. AI usual imbued with 
dendly hostility towards the 8ubjecUJ of Philip. he engaged their co
operation; and learning that the enemy had built two small ron~. 
he made a rapid march and spent the night at a short dislO.Dce from 
them . In the morning, he WBS alarmed to see the whole garrison in 
motion on the ramparts; but they had asscmbled from some Ilcci· 

dantal calise, and soon withdrew. 'fhe French then ad\"anced 
through 0. thick wood, which brought them almost close to one of 
the smaller fo rlS. On emerging from the fo rest, thtlY were seen, the 
alarm was given, and two guns 6rtld; but, rushing forward \vith wild 
impetuosity, tbey scaled the ramports, an Indian chief being foremost; 
tbe garrison, seized with terror, ran out in every direction, and were 
nearly all killed or taken. Those in the neIt station followed their 
example, and soon &.hared their fate ; but the main fonress was still 
untoucbed, and defended by troops far more numerous than the assail· 
ants. A &mall party, bowever, having rashly sallied out, wera 8ur
rounded and nearly cut olf; whereupon the whole body, atruck with 
the general panic., at once abandoned their stronghold, and sought 
safety in the woods. Being esgerly pUl'3ued, most of them were 
taken; and De Gourgues had given strict ordcl'3 to bring in as many 
alive as pouible. He then led them all together to the fatnltree on 
which the remains of his slaughtered countrymen yet hung, and 
having upbraided them in the strongest tllrms for their trenchery 
and cruelty, he hanged them all; l!uspending a number of thei r 
bodies on the same trunk, and substituting for the former one tbe 
following inscript ion :-"Not because they are Spaniards, but be
cause they are traitors, robbers. and murderers." Hud Ihis execu
tion been confined to a few of the ringlel'.I.,rs, It might have been 
beld as a just retribution; bUI being inflicted on so large Ii scale, 
it almost rivalled the atrocity which it WII.!I meant to avenge. 

De Gourgues had not come with any intention of seulement. 
Embarking, therefore, with wilatl!ver was valuable in the forts, he 
sailed for Rochelle, and was received in that protCitant capital with 
Lbe loudeet acclamations. Hie reception at Bordeaux wae equally 
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flattermg; hut it was "ery different at Paris, where Charlea showl'd 
no little inclination to transmit his head to Philip, who loudly de. 
manded it. Steps were even taken fo r bringing him to trial; but 
they were found 80 exeessi"ely unpopular, that it IVa. deemed expe
dient 10 withdraw them, and allow him to retire inlO Normandy. 

Amid mlll'!y vicissitudes o[ [ortune, Florida remained in the Spa. 
nish possession until 1763. when it \\'as ceded to Great Britain. In 
1781, Don Galvez conquered W~st Florida ; and by the treaty o[ 
Paris, 1783, both F Joridu were restored to Spain. In 1819, nego
tiations were com menced between the United States and Spain, 
whieh resulted in a treaty ceding the whole territory to the former 
country. It WIIS rstified by Spain in October, 1820, and by the 
United Siaies in the ensuing February. In J uly. General Jllckson 
took fo rmnl possession of it, since which time its history is included 
in thnt of the United Stntes. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CANADA UNDER THE FRENOB'. 

the year 1407, John Cabot and his son 
Sebastinn reached tbe continent of North 
America. being the first EUropeans who 
had touched there since the Northmen. 
In the following year Sebastian per: 
formed II moat extensive exploratory voy· 
age along the grenter part of the east
ern coost, from latitude 660 or 680 north. 
to Florida; nnd in IGl7, he entered 
Hudson's Boy, with the hope of disco

vering a north-west passage to India. A mutiny of the crew obli ged 

him to return. 
After the return of the Cabot! to Europe. and the dellth of the i ~ 

royal patron, Henry VIt., the English grew carelelll of foreign dis
coveries j but the FNueh entered upon them with all the enthusiasm ... 
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necessary (or success. Notwithstanding tbe difficulties under which 
Francia I. tben laboured, he commill$ioned Giovanni Verozzllno, a 
FJorf.'ntine navigator, to explore tbe eastern short's of North Ame
rica. In virtue of hi, discoveries, tbe coast {rom Carolina to Nova 
Scotia was claimed by the French monarch, and named New Fronce. 
A second expedition under Vemzzano was unfortunate; but teu 
yeara after, Jaque, Carlier, 11 bold and able mariner, made two voy
ages, in tho tn~:C r of which he ascended !he St. Lawrence Il!I far as 
the ai\t' (: Montreal. In 1040, the IlIIlme officer was employed under 
the Sieur de Roberval, who also sailed up the St. Lawrence, anli 
errcted a fort where Quebec now stnnds. The two leadera could 
not agree, and parled; but nine years after, while sailing to Ame
rica with a similar design, Roberval and hi, brother perished, lUI is 
lupposed. by shipwreck. 
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Thele railur~l. together with the distracted condition of France, 

withdrew the atlenlion of gove rnment from schemel of transatlantic 
. colonization. Yet the merchants of tbe great commercia.! towns 

had opened communications and e.,en established pOllt! for tbe pro
secution of the fur trade; thus keeping ahve the Ipirilof sd'fen
tUTe until a more propitious season should occur (or its develop

ment. 
Accordingly, on the reatonttio~ of 

tranquill ity under Henry IV., the Mar
qu is de la Roche undertook to seltle 
America. on n large 8eale. Not only 
did he receive the countenance of the 
liberal monarch, but IHI8 also au· 
thorized to levy troop" make WaT, 

build forta and citics, cnact laws, and 
to create lordl. dukes, ba rona, and 
similar dignitiea. Severnl vessels 
were equipped. and crews provided, 
in part, from the prisons. Notwitb
standing, however, these favoutable 

....... l'o'. auspices, tbe expedition proved II. total 

failure. Forty colonists were len on Sable bland; lind being 
neglected , sulfered sucb bnrdships as caused them to sigh even for 
their dungeons. In this deplorable condition they remained seven 
years, at which time they weTe visited by the Norman pilot, Che
dotel,. who found but twelve alive. These were taken to France 
and munificently rewarded by the king. Meanwhile, La Rocbe, 
being thwarted in his plans, died of vexation. 

Some time after this ill-starred enterprise, two settlements were 
attempted by Chauvin of Rauen and Pontgravli of St. Malo. Some 
houses were built, and trnde esto.blished witb the Indians; but no 

permanent station was built. 
These repeated failures could nOI damp the spirit of Ihe French 

people ; and now a more propitioUS era was dawning upon them . 
The Commander dc Chaste,.gove rnor of DicIJpe, planned an ente~· 
prise, in which he was joi ned by several merchants, among whom 
was Samucl Champlain, "the father of the French S('ttlements in 
America." He and Pontgrave ascended the St. Lawrence as far as 
tbe Sault St. Louis i but, finding it imp08lible to paa that cataract, 
they with some difficulty reached tbe height above it, making the 
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~t observations they could on the river and co·untry. On return. 
ing to France, he found De Chaste dead; but he was flatteringly re
ceived by the king, and ever after exened much influence in the 
colonial affilirs of the crown. 

An opulent ge~tleman , and I'lpecial favourite of Henry, named 
.De Monti, now undertook 10 prosecute the enterprise commenced by 
De Chaste. His expedition WM on a more extensi\'e llcale than 
Iny preceding one; nnd its lIuccess WAIl proportionllte to the wishes 
of the proprietor. The firsl voyage, however, wns disnstrous: 
although the company left on Nova Scotia were ultimately the 
menns of founding the important colony of Acadia. 

Do Monts was prevented from accompanying the second expedi. 
tion, which consisted of two vessels, and the command was intrusted 
to Champlain. He sailed from Honlleu r on the 13th of April, 16()9, 
and on Ihe 3d of June renched Tadorstnc. The port of Ihis plnce 
WIl! tolerably safe i but the shore consisted only of dreary rocks and 
lands. IIcantily clothed with larch nnd pine. Ascending Iho St. 
Laltrence, the company passed the isle of Orleans, nnd soon after 
reached a hill called, by the natives, Quebec. On this spot, Cham. 
plain laid the foundations (July 13, 16(8) of the modcrn capital of 
British America. Here they passed the winter, and sowed lOme 
graiD, for which they found the soil well adapted. 

• N 
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As soon as the season admitted. Champlain resumed his ...oyage 
up the river, between banks co... ered with noble foreflt$. At the isle 
of St. £Ioi, twenty.five leagues above Quebec, he met a number of 
Algonquin Indians, who were proceeding against the Iroquois. 
Champlain. with a zeal strangely contrasting with his former pru
dence, joined this party, and arter 0. tedioua journey, the allird forces 
came in sight of their enemy (June 29). The Iroquois were de-

o (eoled, and Champlain. with his 
new allies, returned to Quebec. 
Not long after, he returned to 
France, in order to Bolicit more ad

vcnturon. 
During his absence, importnnt 

changes respecting his colony had 
been Irunspiring. De Monts's com
mission had been revoked, and with 
it the exclusive monopoly of the 
fur trade. Tbi' having formed Ii 

principal motive IImong tbe seulers, 
its repeal WIIS regarded as exceed~ 
ingly disastrouS, if not falal. to their 
future prOllpeCtll. The energy of 
Champlain O'fercame this difficulty. 
An agreement waa made with some 
tmders at Rochelle. to gi"e tbem 

the use of his building at Quebec. as n depOt for their goods; while 
they. by way of recompense, engaged to assist him in his plans of 
colonization. By tbis means, in 1610. Champlain was fitled out 
with n considerable reinforcement of men and .upplies. 

On his return to the St. Lawrence. he received an application 
from the AI~nquins to assist them in a fresh dispule--tbey promis· 
ing to join, him with four hundred mcn at tho mouth of the Iroquois 
river. Ho complied with tho requcst, marched with his allies 
against tbe hostile tribe. lind. after II severe battle. utterly defeated 
them. Champlain lloon lifter sailed for Europe. taking with him a 

native Indian. 
In 1611. Champlain again reached America. bringing with him 

the young Indian. On the 28th of May, he arrived at the place of 
rendenous appointed Cor IInother WlI.rlike expedition; but. not find
iDg the savages. be employed his time in choosing II spot for II new 

..... 1"OQ1;IOU I .. DI ....· 
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settlement, higher up the river than Quebec. Aner a areful sur. 
vey, he ii.ted upon ground in the vicmity of an eminence, whieh he 
denominated Mont RoYIII; and the cboice hIlS been amply justified 
by the prOllperity to which this place, now named Montreal, hu 
attained. He cleared II. considerable space, sowed some grain, and 
enclosed it by a wall of eanh. A distressing accident soon after
wards occurred, by which SUlgDon. the [ndian who had accom
panied him to France, LoUIS. a European, and a native chief named 
Outetoncos, were tossed in a whirlpool, while descending the river. 
and both the lalter drowned On commg to tbe spot, Cbamplain 
could !carcely believe It possIble that any person should have 
attempted to pass so fonntdable a rapId. 

On the 13th of June, a party of frIendly IndIans appeared lind 
ninced much plellsure lit the SIght of their countryman, who gove 
the moat fnvouruble report of the treotmem he had received in 
France; the allies then unfolded the cause of their delay in meeting 
lit the time appointed. A prisoner having escaped the previous 
year, had spread the report, tbat the French. having designed to 
e.pouse tbe cause of the Iroquois. were coming in grent (orce 10 
eltlerminllte the Algonquin nation. The French leader bitterly com. 
plained of their having listened to such a rumour, which all hi• 
•ction. belied. A perfect reeonciliation was then ell'ected, and boUt 
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partlcs solemnly declared their determinatioll of adhering to tbeil 
alliance, and aiding, to the utmost of their power, the design of the 
French leader to penetrate into tbe interior, 

Champlain received from his allies nry eXlertsive information 
respecting the continent, as far aouth III the Gulf of Mexico. They 
acquiesced in his proposal of returning with forty or fifty of his 
people to prosecute discoveries, and, if possible. 10 form settlements 
in the interior. For some reason not e:rplained. the war with the 
lrCXJ.uois appears to have been dropped; but the Algonquin! re
quested that n French youth should accompany them, lind make 
observations upon their territory and tribe. They asked their visitor 
to U!C his influence in order to dissuade one of their bravest WitT 

rior~, who had been three times made priloner by thelroquoil, and 
lIS often escaped, to relinquish the purpoae he had now formed of 
letting out with only nine companions, to attack the enemy, and 
avenge hil former ..... rongs. Altempts ..... e re made to divert him from 
10 rash II purpose; but, exhibiting hi a fingers pll.rtly CUI off, and hil 
whole body covered with wounds, he declared il impouibl$ 10 liTe 

unless be obtained re'l"enge. 
Champlain now returned 10 France, where he found the interelts 

of the colony in a very uDseuled Itate. De Monts TllIigned the 
whole business into his handa, who was fortunate enough 10 secure 
an influential patron in the Counl de Soissons, who was appointed 
li('utenanl-general of New France, the functions of which high 
office were delegated, by a formal agreement, to Champlain. Soon 
after, the count died; but hil place waa wellaupplied by the Prince 
of Conde. Champlain .....111 confirmed in hia former authority. 

FRANCE was again viailed by Champlain. In 
the beginning of March, 16 13, he sailed from Hon
fleur, and arrived 0.1 Q.uebec on the 7th of May. Hi. 
aim waa now different from Ihlll of former expeditions. 
Among the object. of adventure in that age, a favour

ite one was a north.west passage to China, and every thing connected 
with the report of a sea beyond Canada inspired Ihe greatest hopes. 
A Frenchman, named Nicholas de VigDl\u, who had spent 0. winter 
among the savages, reported that the Ottawa river issued from a 
lake connected wilh the North Sea.; thaI he had' "i,ited illl shores 
"nd beheld there the wreck of an English vessel. 'fhi, news ap
peared so doubtful that the man Will compelled to sign hia declara:" 
tion berore tWO Detariel, and with the U8umnce of being bung in 
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cue of being detected in an attempt to deceiye. Champlain then 
recommenced his voyage, and, on the 21st of May. arrived at the 
Fall of St. Louis. Here, with but two tanoes containing fou r 
Frenchmen and one native, he pushed forward, on an unknown 
river, boiling wit h eddies and cataracts, skirted by craggy rocln. 
whose foresta stretched an unknown distance into the interior, and 
where, for every mile, they knew not but that an enemy was 
lilently following them 8S they glided into some snare. At length, 
they reached the abode of Tessonat, a friendly chief, whoae country 
WIl.S only eight days' sail from that of the Nipissings, where the sup
posed shipwreck occurred. 

HE people rec~ived.the French adven
turer courteously, calling 
together, at his request, a 
solemn council. 'With re-
luctance, however, that body 
consented to aid his expe
dition; and, on being a 
second time assembled, the 
chiefs demanded on what 

. grounds 80 momentous an 
enterprise W88 to be under

taken. On hearing of De Vignan. they called on him to say if he 
had ever made such a journey : and when , after long hesitation, he 
answered in the affirmative, they raised loud and fierce cries, de
claring that he was speaking falsely, baving never passed beyond 
their country, and that he should be tortured to death for having 80 

grossly deceived his chief. Seeing his follower confused, Cham
plain took him aside. and adjured him to tell the truth. Rt!covering 
confidcnce, he peraisted in his former declarations; and the com
mander, on returning to the council, refe rred to the interior sea, the 
shipwreck, nnd othe r confi rmations of his subordinate's ropor!, AL 
this, thoy shoutcd louder thll ll e ver, and commenced a close interro
gation of the alleged traveller. 'l'he la tter finally confessed that he 
had been attem pting to deceive. and thus Champlain found , to his 
great monifico.tion, that during the whole summer h~ had been toil
ing for nothing. T hero was nn alternative but to return down tho 
Ottawa; in doing which he was joined by a considerable number 
of Indians who rendezvoused lit the faU or St, Louis. After leaving 
"'0 Frenchmen with them to obtain a kDOwledge of the country, .. 
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Champlain Miled to Tadoussac, and hence to St. Malo. where he 

amved August 26, 1614. 
He was soon enabled to equip another expedition, with whicb he 

arrived at Tadoussac.May 26., ISIS. From hence he sailed toQue
bee, and thence to the place of rendeZTOUJ, at St. Louis Falls. He 
found his allies p~part'd to embark in an expedition against the Iro
quois, and without hesilation furnished them with D plan (or the 
campaign. After a tedious \·oyage. the united forcelJ reached Lake 
Nepissing. and were received by the tribe inhabiting ita shores with 
cMdiality. Proceeding onlVard. they reached a large body of water, 
named, by the Indian!, Attigoullntan. which appeared to be three 
hundred leagues in length, by fif'ty in breadth. It was, probably 

Lo.ke Huron. 
Afler quitting tbis, they struck into the interior, and cnme to 0. 

smaller expanse of water, finely diversified by islands, which seems 
to be Lake George. On its hanks was the Iroquoi' fort. which, in 
expectation of an attack, had been rendered particularly strong. A 
brisk fire from the European weapons soon drove the garrison into 
their inner works, where, however, they defended themselves with 
a courage u heroic u it was unexpected. The Indian allies soon 
became discouraged, and retired. leaving the brunt of the battle to 
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be .ustamed by Champlain and his few lollowers. Ho was tW1ce 
wounded In the leg; and an expected reinforcemE'nt of fife hundred 
warriors having failed to arrive. the assault was discontinued. The 
whole party.oon after effected a precipitate retreat. In the follolY· 
ing apring. Champlain again sailed for Europe. and arrived at Hon· 
8eur, September 10, 1616. 

The .cheme of colonization was now interrupted by the intestine 
tumults of the mother country. The Prince of Conde was dis· 
graced, and finaJ ly ohliged to sell his share in Canada to the Duke 
de Montmorency. Champlain was continued as lieutenant; but it 
waa not unti l 1620. that he waa enabled, in company with his family, 
to return to Canada. Two years after. the Duke de Ventndou r took 
charge, as a viceroy. of the atTnira of New France. and, for the pur· 
pose of convening the Indians, sent !WIDe Jesuits to Canada. At 
the IRme time, a number of Calvinists. under their leador the Sieur 
de Caen, were nctively engaged in the fur trade; and the disputes 
between the two parties concerning religion greatly retarded the 
prosperity of the settlements. 

W ith a view to obviate nil cause of diwlDsion, the Cardinal de 
Richelieu established the compftny of New France. It consisted of 
one hundred assoeiatetl, engaged to Bend three hundred tradesmen to 
Canada, and supply their settlers with food. clothing, and imple
menta for throe years, and with land after that time. T he priests 
"ere to have all expenses defmye!i for fifteen years. The ~in ;; 
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reserved to himself supremacy in matters of faith; homage as sove
reign of the country; the nomination of all commanders and offi
cers of the forts; and the appointing of all officers of justice, when 
it should be necessary to establish courts of law . T he company , 
and their successors for ever, received the fort and settlements of 
Quebec, 1111 New France, including Floridll, with the countries along 
the course of the great river of Canada, and all riven emptying 
inlo ii, or into Ihe sea, on both the eastern and western coasts of the 
Continent, with all the harbours, islanda, mines, and rights of fish
!'ry. Two ships of war were presented 10 the company by the 
king. the value of which wall to be refun ded if the comrnny failed 
in sending al least fifleen hundred French inhnbitants, of both sexes, 
to New Frnnce, during tbe first len years. 

This instrument was signed April, 1627, and created among the 
friends or colonial prosperity the most flattering upecttttiona. The 
adm inistration under 0. viceroy being omitted, Chnmplain was can
linued as governor of Canada. At fi rst, the colony was reduced to 
great dist.ress, particularly through the caplure of the first veMela 
sent from France wilh stores. This was effected by lOme English 
ships under Sir David Kirke. Thai officer even appeared wilh 



DBATH OJ' CHAMPLAIN. 158 
his lIquadron before Quebec, and had the famHihed condition of the 
garrison at that time been known, he could ell3ily ha,'e compelled a 
surrender, Besides the dangers from a foreign source, the prosper· 
ity of the colony Will retarded by the folly or corruption of the 
:ompony'll directors in Frsnce, 110 that even Champlain's powerful 
mind, 10 fertile in expedients on occasions of difficulty, was sub
jected to vOXlltious mortifications, by orders and restrictions from the 
old country, and unfortunate circumstancell in the new. 

In the midst of these perploJ:ities, while Champlain was reduced 
to the utmoat extremity by the wallt of food , clothing. and imple· 
ments, and exposed to repeated attacks from the Iroquois, Sir 
David Kirke, at the head of an English squadron , again npIJcared 
before Quebec. The deplorable situation of the C(Ilony, and the very 
honournblo terms ProlJOSE'd by the assailants, induced Champlain to 
su rrender the fortreslI, with all Canada, to the crown of England. 
Kirke'. generoaity to the colonists induced them to remaiu; and, in 
1632, the treaty of St. Germains restored the whole territory to 
Frsnce. In the following year, Champlain arrived with a squadron 
and 1111 neceasary lI upplies. Measures were immediately adopted 
for maintaining harmony among the inhabitants, especially in reli· 
gious matters, and affaim speedily assumed a more prosperous aspect. 
fhe efforts of the Jesuita to inculcate morality among the inhabit· 
"lnt! , and their extraordinary perseverance in making discoveries 
"lnd estll.blishing mission-'he regulation of their great college, 
'ounded in 1636, by Father Heni, Robault, and the fiefs which they 
)btained, contributed in no Jittle degree to this lesult. 

1636, Canada met with an irreparable lou in the 
death of Champlain, In establishing and supporting 
the colony, this energetic man had sur~ounted diffi· 
cultiea which few would ha\'e encountered. His 
comprehensive grasp of intellect and sound judg. 
ment enabled him to divine the future greatness of a 

region like Canada, and stimulated him to untiring perscvtlmnce in 
pr~ecut i ng tho vast design of ilB settlement. H is sole object during 
the greuter pu rt of his life wus to fou nd a colony. which he fdt con· 
fident would eventually attain to extmordinary power and grandeur. 

He was succeeded by 1\1. de Montinagny, a well-meaning officer, 
but tOlaUy deficient in the experience, knowledge, and abilities of 
his predeceliso r. The colony, in consequence, began to rlecline. 

About \.hi. time, the Jesu it3 were busy in eSlnblishing schools and .. 
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collegea throughout the province. In 1636, an inatilulion for th. 
instruction of the Indians waa founded at Smery, near Quebec. 
This was followed by the Convent of St, Unula. The order of St. 
Sulpiciu. sent a minion to Canada, and a 8eminary wa. consecrated 
with great ceremony at Montreal. The Hotel Dieu was founded in 
1644 j the College or St. Sulpicius, in 1660; and the order of the 
Gray Bisten, in J652. All the ancient religiou! edifices, however, 
are surpUlled by the recently erected Cathedral of Montreal. 

The company of New France almost entirely neglected the terms 
or their charter j and the Iroquois, taking advantage of the conse-
quent derangement of the colony, continued to harass the inhabit
anta with unabated ferocity. 1'he actual extinction of the settlement 
at Montreal was prevented only by the arrival of M. d'Ai!lebout 
(1647) with a reinforcement of a hundred men. More than tcn 
)'eare after, the Marquis d'Argenson was appointed governor·geneml, 
and 800n after, in company with the Abbe de Montigny, the apostolic 
vicar of the provi nce, he landed at Quebec, 

Still the condition of the colony wa. wretched. The company 
entirelyabnndoned it, The Iroquois, who had .pread terrible de
struction among their old enemies, the Algonquin! and Huron., seemed 
also determined to uterminate the French. Several hundreds of 
their wanion kept Quebec in a Il8te of almOlt actual liege, while 
another hand ma!Sacred a great number of the aettlen at )'1onlreal. 
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1n thill rru.ernble condition, the energy of one man probably saved 

the C"..olony This was the Baron d'Avangour. He was stem and 
rigid in the performance of duty; 
but these qualities are necessary 
in such an e:.c:tremity. He became 
governor in 1661, and commenud 
his administration by transmitting 
to the king an accurote account of 
the beauty Ilnd importance of the 
country, and its defenceless condi
tion, So influential was thill state
ment to the king, thllt he immedi
ately ordered four hundred troops, 
with the necessary lluppJies, to Ca
nada, accompanied with a special 
commission. Their arrival infused 
new spirit nmong the coloniS18, en
abling them, for the firat lime. to 
cultivate their lands with security. 

The 5th of February, 1663, ill 
memorable for mel occurrence of a 

fearful earthquake, which was felt al intervals witll more or less in
tensity for aix months. nnd extended tbrougllout the province. 

From Ihis time until 1670, the affairs of the C010llY continued to 

improve, althougll occasionally disturbed by inroadll from Iba Indianll. 
tn that year, the Church of Quebec was constituted a bishopric, and 
Important measures were adopted for the better go\'ernment of the 
country, and the maintenance of peace with the savages. But the 
entbusiastic efforta of the clerical ordera for the converaion nf the 
(ndians, were suddenly mterrupted by a fearful calamity, previously 
Jnknown in the western world. The small-p0J: made ita nppl'amnce 
!lffiOllg the tribes norlh of the St. Lawrence, and, together wilh the 
use of ardent spirits. destroyed a greater number of the aborigines 
of North America than war or nil the diseases to which they were 
previously subjected. 

In 1672, Fort Frontenac was built on the spot where Kingston 
now stands; and, not long after, the illustrious man whose name it 
beartl, W(I;.!J appointed governor of Canada. During his adminillra
lion, and that of his predecessor, J\f. de Courcelles, the French ex· 
plored the greater part of Canada, and the savages were taught tc 
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regard the Europeans with some degree of awe. M. Perrot, an 
indefatigable traveller. visited aU the nations in the vicinity of the 
Great Lakes. The Falls of St. !\Iary were surrendered to the 
French sovereign, and a cross erected there. on which were plnced 
the national anns. 

Toward the close of Frontenac's administration. fresh difficulties 
occurred with the I roquois, chiefly through the influence of the 
English traders. who were anxious to secure the fur trade to them
selves. !\t. de la Barre succeeded Frontenac. in 1682. at which 
lime the Iroquois had assumed such a tone of defiance. lind made 
8uch formidable preparations, that II generul war with the Indians 
seemed inevitable. The new govern or found himself in a critical 
siluation , more especially as the 'Vest Ind ia Company, in whose 
hands Canada had been placed, cared little for their trust, so long as 
they coulll monopolize the fur trade. The whole population num· 
bered but nine thousand inhabitants. To prevent the utter exter
mination of these, some decisive measure was necessary ; and. ac
cordingly. De In Barre determined on invading the hOlltile Ind ians 
themselves. This he did with one thousand troops; but the expe
dilion resulted in nOlbing more than an uDsatisfactory negotiation . 
The rruuquis wa.s soon afterwards succeeded by M. de Nou"iU .. 
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This officer appears to have entered upon tbe duties of his sumon 
with a fixed determination to destroy Ih.e I roquois as II nation. Th e 
means he took to accompli8h tbis object were 8S active lUI they were 
unscrupulous. Having brought with him II comliderable reinforce

ment, be proceeded with two thou
sand troops to Cat8Tt1qui, where, 
through the influence of the 1('8U
its. be induced many of the hoatile 
chief;! to meet him at Fon Fronte
nac. Theile were immediately 
seized, loaded with irons, nnd s6nt 

to Fmnce to be 6lnJlloyed in the 
galleys. After this acl, the g0.

vernor began the erection of 0. fort 
at Niagara, notwithstand ing his 
being notified of a treaty baving 
been c:mcluded between Fmncs 
and England. and in direct oppoei
tion to the remonstl'Qnce of tbe g0

vernor of New York. 
,a", ..... '"0/1"0'.. These proceedings aroused tho 

\\ hole nution of Iroqunis to arms. Fort Frontenac was attacked by 
their warriors, and tbo surrounding plantations desolated; nnd a 
French herk, laden witb provisions and stores, was captured on Lake 
Ontario. These successful efforts were attended by a policy, singu. 
larly contrasting with the usual want of system cbal"l1cteristic of 
savage wsrfare. Deputies were sent to treat with De NouviJle; but 
tbey were attended by five bundred warriors; while, in case of tbe 
rejection of their terms, no less tbl\n tweh'e hundred held thernselvea 
in readiness. near ;\fnntreal, to fall upon the settlements, set fire to 
tbe buildings and corn.fields, and scalp tbe inhnbitanl8. Under these 
circumstances, the lofty tono of the Indian omtor, in stating the con
dition of his nation, formed no obetacle to tho speedy acceptnnce of 
the proffered peace, and of the demand thnt the chiefs then in sla
very should be sent for without delay. 

Thu., to all appearances. tbe difficulties under which the colony 
had long laboured were soon to be adjusted; an unforeseen event 
dissipated these hopes, and rekindled the flames of war. Le Rat. 
the principal chieftain of the Hurons. perceived the danger to which 
b.ia tribe would be '3xpoeed. should their old enemy conclude a penC4l 

o 

, 
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with the French; and with a refinement of treachery which woulo 
not disgrace the mOIl! artful politician of Europe, be Cormed II. scheme 
to prevent it. Learning that II. pnrty of the Iroquois deputies were 
to land at the cascades of the St. Lawrence, on their way to Mon· 
treal; he and II. party of his countrymen lay in ambush nnd killed 
or Ctlptured them as they lucceuively disemba.rked. He then in
formed the prisoners thai Ibis crime had been commiued at the insti
gation o( the governor, and that they wore to be conveyed to Mon
treal nnd hung. On being inrormed oC the treaty, he fei gned the 
greatest astonishment, and loudly exclaimed oguina! the FrenchmRn's 
treachery, which had made him ita tool. He then sent them home, 
rctnining one to supply the place or 0. warrior whom he had lost. 
The governor was entirely ignorant of Ihis transaction , nnd still 
waited for the deputies of his new nllies. Tn this frame of mind, he 
WI! visited by I.e Rat, and through the artful representations of that 
wllrrior, induced to shoot the Iroquois who had been substituted for 
lhe slain Huron. I.e Rat took care thl!.t an old Iroquois smve in his 
possession should witness this eJ:ecution, although tbe ca.U56S of it 
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were carefully concealed j and be was then sent immediately to hit 
own tribe to report that efen this solitary Iroquois. notwithstanding 
all the remonslrancea of Le Rat, could not be saved from the go-
1'ernor's fury. 

It is easy 10 concei1'e the indignation of the Iroquois when they 
heard of the massacre at the Cascades j but the la'll stroke of Le 
Rat's policy roused every element of war and dealruction. The 
whole tribe rushed to arms; and descending on the island of Mon· 
treal, laid it waste by fire and SIVOrd , carrying off' two hundred pri. 
soners. The Fort at Cataraqui, like that at Niagara, was blown up 
And abandoned . 

1'he colony was now in a perilous condition j its very existence 
WIlS threatened j and some officer possessing energy of chnracter 
and add reS!! in dealing with the savages, was now imperatifeiy de
manded . These qualitieIJ were united in the Count de Frontenac, 
who, during his former administration , had mnde himself both. be· 
10fed and feared by the surrounding tribes. The few errors which 
led to his recall , experience, it was hoped, would enable him to 
avoid. He took out with him the captive chiefs which his prede. 
ceasar had 110 unjustly seized, behafing towards them in so fascinat 
iog a manner as completely to gain their favour. O.uroouhare, thft 
principal one, remained ever after moe! strongly attached to him. 
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Frontenac arrived in 16'ro, and endcuoured to open a negolJshon 
with the Iroquois, in which he was seconded by the captive chiefs. 
The Iroquois, however, refused to trent. They complained of the 
former governor's treachery, and. although professing rcspect for the 
count, they argued that they were unable to perceive how the gover
norship could ever be given into different hands. A second attempt 
on the part of Frontenac was attended with like IIUCcesS. Two ci r
cumstances emboldened the Iroquois 10 nsaumo Ihis high lone. One 
wna, the waf between Fmnce and England, consequent \0 the forrnN 
power eSllollsing the cause of James IL, nnd which enabled the 

' Fh'c Nations to depend on the cordinl clH)perotion of both the Eng
li~h and DUlch . The other, the trctlty Io.tely concludcd with. the 
OtUlwas, by which that tribe had severed themaclvea from the 

French. 
Under these perplexing circumstancea, Frontenac formed the bold 

resolution to invade the Engli~h colonic~, and, by striking a ,;odden 
blow, to teach the savftges that they were dealing with an enemy 
who could command their respect. Accordingly, he fitted out three 
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expeditions ( 1600) destined 10 act against Maine, Nelv York, and 
New Hampshire. Casco and Salmon Falls were surprised and 
burnt; and, soon after, the third pany entered Schenectady nt dead 
(If night, completely surprised it, burnt the dwellings, und massacred 
many of the inhabitants. 

This daring measure roused the English colonials, and a project 
WIlS formed for the complete reduction of Canada. An expedition, 
under Sir William Phipps, sailed from Boston against Quebec; and 
a second procpeded by land towards Montreat. After capturing 
Acadia and Newfoundland, Phipps appeared before Quebec, lind 
lummnnrd it to surrender. Although the garrison had been nlmost 
completely surprised, u haughty refusal was returned; anti ufler smile 
vnin e{forts both by 8en nnd land, the expE"dition returned in disgrace . 
A like result attended the attack on Montreal. A similar invasion the 
next yenr by the English and i\"lohawks, under Major Schuyler, was 
al$O unsucCl!ssful. 

1'hese attempts were followed by inconsidemble efforts of both 
psrties, until the year 1606, when Frontenac resolved on an invasion 
of the English territory with his whole force. Crossing Lake Onta
rio and uJl the Oswego, he enlt'red the country of the Onondagas. 
laid it waste, together with that of the Cayugas, and then returned, 
with but little interruption, to Montreal. The peace or Ryswick 
(1670) put nn end to these desultory invasions and soon after neg~ 
tiatians were commenced with the I roquois. Frontenac died in 1698, 
but a treaty "'as concluded by his successor, Callieres, in 1700, and 
tbe prisanera of both pa.nies released. 

Queen Anne's war, in 1702, renewed the dangen and erertions of 
the American colonies. The English, intoxicated Ly their SUCCCSSe5 

in Europe, commenced a systematic plan for the completll rtlduction 
of Can:adn. 'rhe · Iroquois, however, refused to join them, will(!-Iy 
maintainin g 0. strict neutmlity. Their cITart.s were signlll1y unsuc
ceuful, and the French power in the Ne..w World was estublished 
on a firmer base than ('I-cr. A harassing Wllf with tqc Fox Indians 
interrupted Ihu intercourse with Louisiana, but these savages lVere 
at length totally deft!ated. 

From the treaty of UtrE"cht ( 1713) until the commencement of 
the Sefen Years' War, Canada continued to advance in prosperity, 
and finnlly secured the friendship and co-operation of nearly aU the 
neighbGllring Indisns. Various forts were erecLed at diITurent 
places, and circuDUltances were already favouring the gmnd scheme! .,
" 
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of uniting Canada and Louisiana, which, at a aubeequeot period. 
was fully accomplished. and which eventuated in the 10M! of Canada 

and ita neighbouring provinces. 
The events which immediately PJeced~d the conquest of Canadl'l, 

by the united (Drees of Great Britain and her colonies, will be fully 
narrated in 8 subsequent chapter, in connection with the history of 
thow British colonies which eventually formed the republic of the 

United States. 
, 

, 



CllAl'TER X. 

MINOR PROVINCES OF BRITISH .AMBRtCA. 

I. NOVA SCOTLI.. 

British. possessionl in America, 6xeiu
__..,,,, live of Caoru:ia, may be divided into two 

portions, One embraces tho maritime 
provinces of New Brunswick, No,'a Sco
lia, Newfoundland, and the islands in 
their vicinity. These are all of political 
and finuncial impol'Ulnce, comrmmaumto 
with lheir size and natural advantages. 
The second portion includes the \'osl re
gion lying north of Canada, a pa.rt or th£ 

continent lillie known, inhabited by numerous tribes of [ndiana, and 
hitherto valuable only (or ita furs. It is divided by Hudaon', Boy 
Into Labrador and New Bntnln. 

'fheee ahOI'el were the tir:s! towards ,,.hieh "oyage! of dilJCovery 

'" 
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In North America were directed. The CaOOtt, COTterelll. and VeT· 
a.zzano, pursued their course, exclusively. either along them or lb. 
neighbouring purt of the Uniled SUItes. The unsuC~S!rUlllltempIS 
of Mr. Hore and Sir Humphrey GilbeTl, in £636 and 1678, will be 

noticed in a subsequent chapter. 
Their W:lUIOf Buccess darnpE'd for a while the spirit of enterprise 

among the English. Other nations, however, had long looll:ed toward 
the northern and middle shores of America with greedy eyea. The 
French, under Verl'lzza.no, as we have already seen, had sailed along 
the coast, now forming the boundary of the United Slates, from Flo
rida \I,J New England; and the Spnnish were only prevented from 
following tho same trnck , by their inordinrtte grillpipg ofle r wealth, 
which invariably precluded any permanent friendly intercourse with 
the natives. Fmnce resumed her efforts before the cloBe of the six
teenth century. In 1603,8 gentlemlln, named De l\1ont8, obtained 
from Henry IV. pri"i lege to seule Bnd govern the country nenr New
foundlnnd, with the monopoly of the fur trude. He !oiled witb fOUl 
"easels, and on tbe 16th of May. 1604, reached Nova Scotia. Here 
he confiscated the veS5el and eH"ecUl of a French capl8.in, whom be 
fouod engaged in tmde. After entering the Boy of Fundy and 
making II. fruilic!S attempt to penetmte through it into the SI. Law

http:capl8.in
http:Verl'lzza.no
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teDCe, he fixed on aD island near the mouth o( the St. Croix, as a 
place o( scttlement. The crew cultivated a piece o( ground, and 
treeted a (ort with neat apartments and a chapel. But winter set in 
with a severity (or which they were unprepared. Their (uel was 
800Q exhausted. They were compelled to drink snow-water, and 
sublist entirely on salted provisions, which at length brought on the 
scurvy in its most aggmVllted (orm. Their sufferings during the 
wiuter were appalling. 

At the end o( this season, De Monts sailed 80uthwftrd in search of 
" milder climate. He reftched Cape Cod, but the numerous tribe. 
of hostile 10.i18ns in this neighbourhood were too st rong for his 
smnlllllUty. He retu rned to St. Croix , and, h.ving obtfl ined a sea 
sonRbJe reinforcemelH, removed to R spot on the Ilny of Fundy 
which , when formerly passed, had appeared very desi mbll' 'rh is 
he lI'lmed Port Hoyal. The whole country, including New Brun,.. 
wick, was 8tyled AClldia. De MOn[8 then repaired to Fmnce (or 
iur:h"r supplies; but his people having mised grain and vegetable, 
and r:lrt)Cured abuu,[once of venison, passed two winters very agree
ahly. But these fhtlering pl'09pects "'('re blasted by an act of g0

vern ment, depriving Do l\fonL!l o( all his privileges. Soon after, 
Capl4in Argall, being on a voyage in that region, inmded the pro
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,ince without the least provocation, altneked a small aettlenlent 
named La Have, and carried the inhabitan14 to Virginia. He ai
tempted 10 excuse this act by alleging that they were pirates; but 
when the authorities of Jamestown would hn\'o hung them, he con 
leMed the real nature of his act. So far from discountenancing this 
piece of injustice. the British adopted it as a ground to claim the 

whole of Acadia. 
efforts of Englnnd'a greM ri rol roused 

the spirit of the British . In 1621, Sir William 
Alexander received a grnnt of the territory 
from the SI. Croix to tho St. Lawrence, togetheT 
with the usual exnavagnnt and rid iculous 
powers. He sent ou t nn 8J:pedition in 1622. 
In consequence of vnriouB delays, the naviga

tors could not, in the first year, pass beyond Newfoundland, where 
they were obliged to winter. In the following ep ring, they coasted 
along the ceded country. but found all itll principal points, including 
Port Royal, re-occupied by French settlers. They, therefore, re
turned to England and spread the most flattering reports of the 
valuo and beauty of Acadia. This result so far pleased the proprie
tor, that. when war broke out with France, he sent out a squadron 
(1627) under bis eldest son, by which the French settlements were 
speedily reduced. The subsequent conquest of Canada, in 1629, 
gave Great Britain full po8St'uion of this part of the continent. 
It was restored to France by the treaty of St. Germain!, 1632. 

The court of Paris having regained possession of the territory, 
divided it (1634) among three individuals. A young man, named 
La Tour, received the middle districts; one Denys tho northern: 
and Razillai . the southern. 'rhe la tter was succeeded by Daubrli de 
Charnise, between whom nnd La 'four there nrose an invcterote 
feud. Th~ conlest was waged with relentleu nn imOlilY' La Tout 
received some assistance from Boston, bul more from hill wife, who, 
being attacked during her husband'e absence, bellt olT the assailant! 
with great loss. She was afterwards surprised by Charnisli, the 
fort taken, and the garrison hanged . Madame de la Tour was her

86lf so ill-treated, Ihal she died with vexation. 
Soon after this perfidious transaction, Chnrn;se died, and La 'rout 

returned to France. Here he sought to heal the feud by IDftrrying 
the widow oC his rinl; but when affairs appeared in an . tlmicabie 
trIlin, Le Borgoe, an aSllum&d creditOt of Chamise, appeared, claim
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iog hi. possessions, and accusing La Tour of heresy. He thus mil' 
naged to 8uip the latler of his rights, and then I11lackiog Deny~. he 
took. him prisoner. destroyed La Have. took. possession of Port 
Royal, and prepared to attack La Tour in St. John. But a ne..,. 
rival WI'I! at hand, far more powerful than either or both of the 
French proprietors. 

OLIVER CROMWELL. having seized the 
rein! of power in England, declared war against 
France. and waged it vigorously, with the spe· 
cial view of eJ:tending his foreign pOM;essions. 
In 16M. he despatched an expedition. against 
Novo. Scotia. under the commnnd of Mnjor Sedge. 
wick. T here was not sufficient force . even if it 
had been united. to resist that officer; 80 that, after 
defeating La Tour, he advanced against Port 

Royal. where La Borgne by no means made thnt rt'sistance which 
had been erpected from his previous resolution. He soon yielded 
the place, and his son, endeavouring to fortify himself at La Have, 
wns made pri8oner. 

La 1'OU1, who always accommodated himself to circumslance~, 

seeipg the country in possession of the Euglish, ho.stened to make 
his submission, and urged his claim, founded on former tranmc 
tions between his father and Lord Stirling. He wns favourably list· 
ened to; and in conjunction with Temple. afterwards Sir Thomas. 
and William Crowne, persons probably of great interest witb the 
Protl!'ctor. obtAined a grant of the greater part of the country. The 
former boughl up the share of La Tour, spent 216,000 on fortifica· 
tions, and opened a very advantageous trade and fishery. BUl31l 
his prospects were blaated by the treaty of Breda, concluded hy 
Charle, U. in 1667. by virtue or which Nova Scotia WII! again mnde 
over to France. Temple endeavoured to aave something by insist· 
Ing 0 11 n distinction between the limita of Nova Scotia aod Acadia: 
out not being .upported by his government, he was obliged to deli ver 
up all. 

The French thue resumed full posaeasion oflhe colony, which, to 

lact. they had almost exclusively occupied. though in a slight ana 
careleu manner; for, from the sbsence of gold and silver, and even <It 
any ricb marketable produce. it was viewed as a barren and unpro
mising sell/ement . A few straggling immigmnt.s stationed them
.elves from time to time along tbe COILSt i and yel, according to an 
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enumeration made about 1680, the whole POpullllion did not exceed 
nine hundred. Even the fishery, the only productive brunch , WILl 

('.anied on by tbe English. A few forts were scattered at wide inter
vall; but so weak and small, that two of them were I.D.ken and pI un 

dered by a single piratical vessel of no groat force. 
In this situation, aCter the brooking out of the war consequcUl 

upon the Revolution of 1688, Acadia appeared an easy conquest. 
The achievement was assigned to Mu.sso.chuselt8, tho resources of 
which were by no means ample; but the commander, Sir \ Villiam 
Phipps, contrived 10 equip an ex pedition of seven hundred men. 

On the 20th of May, 1600, be appeared before Port Royal. It 
soon surrendered on advantageous terma, which Phipps. discovering 
that the place WB.! weaker thnn he had supposed, did not faithfully 
obaerve. H e merely dismantled the fortress, and left the country a 
prey to pirate8, by whom it was unmercifully ravaged. The Che· 
"alier Villabon. therefore, who arrivt'd loon after from France, re
conquered it, by simply pulling down the E nglilh and hoisting the 
French flag. T he neighbouring Indians, alway. partial to his coun
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trymen, were easily induced to join them against the enemy, anu 
aided in capturing the attong frontier fortress of Pemnquid, where 
Ihese 6avIlge warriors were guilty of some of their usual nCls of 
cruelty. The Boalonians. thus roused. sent a body of five hundred 
men under Colonel Ch urch, who soon regained the country, with the 
eJ;ception of one fort on the St . John. He then called on the Aca
diana to join him against the Indinns. their former allies. and on 
their refusal. plundered and burned many of their habitations. The 
aituation of these colonists, while passing cominually from hand to 
hand. wns truly lamentable. They were naturally and strongly at
tachtd to Fmnce, their native country; yet the English, after the 
mOSI alight and partial conquest, claimed of them all the duties of 
Britiah subjects, and, on failure, inBicted the wontt'd penalties of 
rebellion. No attempts were made to wrest the province out of the 
hands of Britain till the trellty of Hyswick, in HmO. when William, 
having secured his most essential objects, followed the usual policy 
of allo\\'ing the French to resume this distant and lillie valued pos
ession. 

Th is peDce wus speedily succeeded , in 1702, by the memorable 
war of the Spanish Succession under Queen Anne. That contest, 
distinguished in Europe by the victories of l'Ibrlborough, nnd oth..r 
.plendid events. was also nuuked by an increased importance at
tached to colonial acquisitions; while the settlers in North America 
seemed to feel, eyen more deeply than their countrymen at hOlne, the 
IIDimo",:ity which divided the two nations. The ignonlllt tlDd utrua

ti p 
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ganl gran~ made by each party, ,vere found. al disco'fery extended, 
more Rnd more to clash with each other, and afforded constant pre
leJ:l!I for hostility. The reduction of Nova ~ilL was again Il'f! 10 
MassachuselUs j and ahe was encouroged to undertake it by tho 
1llI8urance, that wbat should be gained by arms would not again be 
sacrificed by treaty. The fil'8t expedition. which consisted of five 
hundred and fifty men, was despatched in 1704, under Colonel 
Church, who found little resistance while committing ravages which 
did honour neither lO himself nor his country. Three years after
wards. a force of a thousand soldiers \vHS lIen l to complete the con
que~1 of the country; but Subercose, Iho French commandllnt 1\1 Port 
Roynl, conducted the dufance of that place with such spirit alld abi
lity. that the assailants were twice obliged to mise the siege with 

considerable loss. 
The determination of the New Englanders. however, could not be 

shaken . Aner two years spent in preparatioJl, they IIssembled a 
much larger force, consisting of five regimcnlS, four of them levied 
in the colony. It was placed under the command of General Nf 
cholson, who arrived at Port Royal, on the 24th of September, J71b, 
when SullefCllse, with a garrison of only two hundred and sixty. 
declining to attempt a vain resistance. obtained an honoumble capi
tulation . The troops marched out with the honours of war. and 
were COfl\'eyed 10 France. 'rhe deed of lurrender, signed on the 
2d of October, forms the era when, after so many vicissitudes. Non 
Scotia was permanently annexed 10 the British crown. 

The intelligence of this disaster wns received at Pans with a 
regret not before felt on similar occasions; it bei ng clearly foreseen, 
that if tbe country could not be reconquered by force of arms. there 
\VIIS no hope of regaining it by treaty. Yet the urgent state of 
affairs in Eu"rope rendered it imlJ06sible to detach from thnt quarter 
any considerable expedition; and the governor of Canada was de" 
terred from hostile operations by a threatened invasion of his own 
territory. Overtures were made to the merchants of Rochelle to 
equip lin armament. which would be rewarded by large Qnd profit
able esU!.blishmenta on tbe coost; but they rightly judged that the 
expense of such an eDterpriS6 would be heavy, lind the profit doubt
ful. The English. however. were considerably ho.rassed by risings 
among the native French and Indians, down to the peace of Utrecht, 
in 1713. Although that treaty did not fulfil a ll that ",II! expected, it 
secured to Britain the full sovereignty of Nova Scotia, \vith the 61:" 
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ceplion of Cape Breton and the other islands in the gulf of St. Law 
renee. 

ENERAL NlCHOLSON, who had con
quered the country, Willi, in 1714, appointed 
governor, and five years afterwards Willi 

Bucceeded by Colonel Ph illips. The name 
of Ihe capillli WOS' changed from Port Royal 
10 Annapolis. But though the right of 
Britain to Nova Scotia was now fully ac
it a possession not a little troublesome. 

Attempts were mode to attmct settlers both from England and the 
American coloniu i but, owing to the rigour of the climate and the 
hostility of tlw two races by which it WIlS peopled, only a few could 
be induced to remain in the country. 

The Ind ians were beyond measure u~tonished on beillg informed 
that they were subjects of the King of Great Brituin, transferred to 
Jlim by a trllaty to which they were DOL parties. On their inqui ring 
whether auch an arrangement bad really been Infld e, the French 
commnndera informed them that they had never been melltioned in 
the trealy. lind consequently wne considered an independent people; 
while the British maintained that they Wllre, lUi II malter of courad. 
made ove r along with the territory. 'rhe Indians aet at naught Ihia 
hlSt concluaion, and carried on a long and despel'1lte war. in which 
their rapid movements., and Ikill in the am of surprise, enabled tbtlm 
to gain lllanyadvanUlges. In 17'>....0, they plundered II large eslII. 
blilhment at Cansenu, carrying off filh and merchandise to the 
lnlue of £<l....o,OOO i and in 1123. they captured althe ume place 
seventeeu sail of vessels, with numerous pristlDera. 'l'he British 
inhabiUlnl! of Nova Scotia were obliged to solicit the aid of Ma3S1\
chutetts, which. in 1728. sent II body of troopI agninst the chief 
Indian fort on the Kt:nnebeck. It was stormed , the warriors pur. 
sued with grellt slaughter. and Raile, their Cllthoiic mis~ionary. put 
to drllth, it is alleged. with circumSLnnces of great cruelty. 'fhe 
IOvages wero tbul fo r somo lime ovel'1lwed, though they ellgerly 
wntched Iln opponunity of renewing hostilities. 

After nn unusunlJy long peace, the habitual enmity of the two 
nationl broke out in a fresh war, dtlciared by France, in Mnn:h, 
1744. Quelnel, gove rnor of Cape Breton, immediately fitted out 
expeditionl Wh ich took Cunleau , and twice laid siege to Annal)!»);s, 
but without IIl('cess. These mOl'cments were condemned by the 
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court as premalul't', and tending to endanger the anfely of Louis 
bourg, which was then ~IJ prepared for defence. That city, l'fell 
situated for fishing, though in a barren country. had been fortified by 
the French at an expense of £ 1,200,000, with II. view to make it the 
bulwark of thei. possessions in North America. It W!lS surrounded 
by 8. stone wall, two miles lind a half in circuit, al1d by a ditch 
eighty feet wide. 'Vhen, therefore, Shirley, governor of New Eng
Land. proposed to tbe council the expediency of reducing it, the plan 
was III first rejected as visionary; though, on reconsideration, it was 
carried by a single VOle. Extraordinary zen!, corresponding to the 
magnitude of the 6mcrpriac, WIIS employed in the preparation; Rnd 
yet tlle force destined sgainst this great fortress, garrisoned by regu
lar troops, consi~ted entirely of militia and volunt('c18, hastily levied 
and Icd on by Colonel William Pepperel, a gentlemlln extensively 
t'ngaged in commerce. Massachusett9 furnished three thou s:md two 
hundred men, Connecticut n\'e hundred, and New Hampshire three 
hundred. They were anilD81ed with a species of religious enth u
siasm, al entering on an nnti·papnl lVar. Mr. 'Vhiteficld, a cele· 
brated Methodist preacher, furnished a motto, and a chaplain carried 
on bis shoulder a hatchet to demolish Ihe images. The Brmyem· 
barked in a number of small vcssels, and enrly in April, 1745. 
arrived III Can8('llu. Here they were detained tbree weeks; but 
the French were so lillie on their guard. that they learned nothing 
of the presence of an enemy even when in their dose vicinity. 
Application had been made to Commodore Warren, then on tbe 
West India station, for the 8Ssistance of the fleet; but to Shirley'a 
great disappointment, he did not consider himself authorized to lake 
such 8 step. This, bowe\'er, was concealed from the troops; and 
on their arrh'lli at Csnsenu, they were gratified to find the commo
do re. who, in consequence of subsequent instructions, had come to 
join them . On the 30th of April, the English came in view of 
Louisbourg, and, being quite unexpected, easily effected a landing; 
they even look It baltery, and turned the guns against the city. 
they had , nevertheless, to sustain during a fortnight the laborious 
task of drawing cannon through a moraSll, where they were up to 
the knellS in mud, and eXjl08ed to the enemy's fire. it was the 28th. 
of May before tbe balleries could be complelt'd , and active opera
tioos commenced; and such WllS the strength of tbe place, tbat tbe 
besiegers were repulsed in five successive auac1.:s, in the last of 
which, they lost a hundred and eighty-nine men. But the works 
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were now considerably damlls:ed, and 'Vane" havmg captured the 
Vigilant, 8 lint'o()f·ooule ship. containi ng fi\'e hundred and sixty men 
and supplies. DuchollJbon. the governor. lost courogt'. and capitulated 
on the JSth of June. On "iewing Ihl' strenglh of the (orlrl'lIS. tho 
",iclon wore perfectly astonished at their success; nnd the French 
commander excused him.,elf on account of the mutinous disposition 
of his garrison. The achievement was highly creditable to a body 
of merchants snd hU8bandmen, de8titute of either skill or experi('ncl'J 
in military affAi rs. The reduction of the island of St. John . nolV 
Prince Edwnrd, soon followed, and by hoisting the French f1ng (rain 
the captured ports, the ctllonists decoyed into them n South S",a \'e~ 
sel. and Iwo East Ind ia ships, the cargoes of which were valued a 
£noo,OOO. .. 
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Eltraordinary chagrin was felt by 

the court of Louis XV. at a di!!8ster 
for which they must have bt-en li t 
prrpnred . To retrieve it, an expe
dition was fitted out on so great a 
scale as to render the American seas, 
for the 6rst lime, the main theatre 
or war. It consisted of seventy 
ships, including eleven of the line, 
having on board upwards of three 
thousand disciplined troops. Being 
placed under the Duke d'Anville, nn 
officer of great military reputation, 
it was intended 6rst to reduce Louis

1.0"18 In. bourg, then Annapolis, nelt BolIton, 
afterwards to range tllong the whole const of North ~mericll, and 
finally to visit the West Indies. Enrly in the 8urnmer of 1746, the 
umamcnt sailed from Brest, and pnssed, unnoticed, a British squad
ron, placed to observe it! motions. Admiral Lestocq left Portsmouth 
in pursuit, but was repeatedly driven back by contrary winds, and 
hence the colonies were left to depend on their own resources. 
Here. however, tbe good fortune of the French commander termi· 
oated. He had a most tedious and tempestuous passago, being 
ninety days in reaching Chebucto; and by that time four ships of 
the line were so shattered as to be obliged to return to Europe. while 
three, sent under Admiral Conflans, by tbe 'Vest Indies, had touched 
at the point of rendezvous, but not finding tbe fleet, bad al!lO set !!8il 
homewards. D'Anville, oveTllOwered, it should seem, by distress 
and disappointment, died suddenly; and Dcstournelle, the vice
admiral, in a few days becnme delirious, and ran himself through 
tbe body. In these calamitoUS circumstances, it was out of thn 
question to attempt Loui sbourg; but De la Jonquiere, governor of 
Canada, having assumed the commnnd, determined to proceed 
egniost Annapolis. In rounding Cape Sable, however. he hnd to 
sustain a fresh tempe~t. which 80 dispersed and injured the remain
ing ships of the fleet, that tbey instnntly ~teercd for Europe. Thus 
this mighty armament, which WIlS expected to eff'ectthe conquest of 
all North America, wos completely bnffled, without meeting an 
enemy. The colonists regarded it as a special interposition of Prp 
vidence. and celebrated the event by a general thanKsgiving. 
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The French, however, were indefatigable. De Ia Jonquit'!re Wll.ll 

immediately sent out wilh thirty-eight wi; but having on his \Vay 
encountered Admirala Anson and 'Varren, he WllS completely de
feated. lOlling a ship of the line, and !ix richly laden East ludiamen 
\vhich he had under convoy. The settlers then could not 1IlJow 
themselves to doubt, thot in the treaty now negotiating, Cope Breton 
and Louisbourg, so important for the aafety as welllla compactness 
of their teffltory, would be secured to them. But the British minis
try. with a view 10 preserve entire the possessions of their aliy, the 
empreSll queen, and to maintain the ' balance of power in Europe, 
agreed to restore these conquests. However sound might be this 
policy in itself, its reault could not foil to prove very mortifying to 
tbe American provincials, who had made the acquisition by 80 bril
liant an exertion of courage and enterprise. 

Britain now began to pay more attention to Nova Scotia. Hitherto 
it had been quite a French country, peopled and cultivlltl'd through 
out by that hostile nation . It was suggested, that of the large num. 
ber of aoldieTll and sailors discharged in consequence of the peace, a 
part might with great advantage be located as agriculturisll, and 
thereby provide the colony with an English population. This pro
jcct was embraced with ardO,ur by the Earl of HnJifax, then presi
dent of the Board of Trade and Plantations. Fifty acres were 
allowed to every private, with ten additional for each member of his 
family. A higher allowance was granted to officers. in proponion 
to their rank, till it amounted to six hundred (or all above that o( 
captain. By this encouragement, three thousand seven hundred 
and sixty adventurers. with their families, were induced to embark 
in May, 1749. They were landed, not at Annnpolis, but at Che
bucto, named henceforth Halifax. af~er the patrnn of the expedition. 

The only inhabitants visibla were small bands of savage!, who 
glanced on them with a jealous and hostile eye, and then fled into 
the interior. 'rhe Honourable Edward Cornwnlli!, who had been 
appointcd governor, nevertheless, inspired the settlers with a spirit 
of activity and cmulation; planks aad other materials were procured 
from New England; nnd, before winter, a neat wooden town, with spa
cious and regular streets, had been reared. The enforced idlenell 
of thaI season waa not a little dang('rous to many of the immigrants. 
Ho,,-ever, a strici police was establill.hed; the govllrolllent WIIS 

lodged in a council of lix, who, uniting the executive With legisla
tive and judicial functiona, formed a somewhat arbitrary body; btlt 

, 
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thew werE' scarc~ly materials as yet for any other. Parliament COD

tinued to suppr.rt the colony by nnnual gmnu. which, in 1700, had 
amounted 10 the enormous sum of £415,581. 

Although the settler.! seemed Ihml firmly established , they soon 
found themseh'es in an uDelly and difficult position. T he Indiana 
made at first some friendly overtures; hut the innuence of their old 
allies is 58id to have soon determined them to resume a system of the 
ffiO$\ active hostility. The English, notwithstanding their military 
hahits, were ill·prepared to meet the desultory warfare of enemies 
who, stealing through :he depth of swamps and thickets by paths 
which nonc hut themselves could trend, appeared, struck the blow, 
Ilnd vflnished. Titey even made nltacks upon Halifax i and the 
colonists could not remove from that place singly or in small parties, 
for extending or improving their settlement, without immin~nt peril. 
When made captive, their fate wns dreadful-scalping, torture, and 
denth; or. if spared, they were dmgged by long marches through 
trncklesa forests, suffering intolerable hnrdships. Many wIJre car
ried to Louisbourg, whero they were purchased as an article of mer
chandise. The French proft!llS('d themseh·es actuated 8011.'iy by II. 

wish to save tbem from tbe dreadful fille tbat otherwise l\W1Ii ted 
them; yet these tender feelings, it was ob3en'ed, neVE'r prevented 
them from eJ:tort.:ng mOISt exorbilant ransoms. There is great rea 
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Ion 10 beJie'fe, that no means were employed to cl)nciJiate thi, unfor
lUnate lind injured mel'. It wu determined to treal them. nOI liS 
regular enemies, but as tmilors nnd fl>bels; fmd thai they mig ht bt. 
rivalled in bart..riIY. a price was put upon Indian setUps. 

Another circumstance which placed the colony in In UDeasy situ
Cllion, IVIII Iht' boundary contests with France. The history of thi. 

IIffiur, however, which brought on the bloody contlict!' of the Sel'l'o 
Years' War, will come under our notice in II f!ubsequl'nI chapter. 

DOKIOILU.!":. .. , .... , .... 

II. NEW BRUIU'WICI[. 

BRUNSWICK did not OIlS! U 

a "parote colony, until 1783. Pre . 
• ious 10 Ihis. the l<~rench had c/Rimed 
it under the tille of New France, ns 
part of Acndin, and the English, in 
their, turn, as part of Nova Scolin. 
When the latter province was cedt'd 
to the British government, France 
atill claimed New Brunswick as 
pan or Canada; but the peace of 

1763 tattled theae conflicting claims. by giving the whole pro"ince 
to England. Still, it Willi l~ft unoccupied except by a few Acadiana, 
who had aought refuge among ita (orests (rom the relendess perse
cution 10 which they were uposed. In 1762, somt" families from

• 
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there were sClIrcdy malerial! as yE't fo r any olher. Parliament con
tinued to suppnrt the colony by nnnual gmnUl, which, in 17&5, had 
amounted to the enormous lum of £ 415,584. 

Although the setders seemed thus firmly establisbed , they soon 
found themseh'CS in an uneasy and difficult position. T he Indians 
made at first some friendly oVt'rlures ; but the inl1uence of tbeir old 
allies is nid to have soon determined them to resume II system of the 
mott active bostility. The English, notwithstanding their military 
habits, were ill·prepared to meet the desultory warfare of enemies 
who, stell!ing through :he depth of swnmps and thickets by paths 
which nonc but themselves could trend, appeared, struck the blo",', 
and vanished. Tiley even made nllacks upon Halifax i and Ihe 
colonists could not remove from that plnce singly or in small parties, 
for extending or improving their settl\lment, without imminent peril. 
When made captive, their fate wns drendful-scalping, torture, and 
death; or, if spared. they were dmgged by long marches through 
trackless forests, suffering intolerable hardships. Many ",,,re car
ried to Louisbourg. whe re they were purchased ns an Ilrlicle of mer
chandise. T he French prof\lS8('d themseh'es Ilctuated soldy by a 
wish to save them from the dreadful fnte tbat otherwise awaited 
them; yet these tender reeli ngs. it WtlS ob.!crvcd. never prevented 
them from eJ: tort:ng most exorbitant ransoms. There is great rea 
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IOn to belie"e, thllt no mClns were employed tn cl)nciliate this unfor
tunate and injured race. It was determined 10 treat them, not lIS 

regular enemies, but as trailors and n-bels; lind that they might bt. 
rjvo.itf'd in barbarity, 1I prite was put upon Indilln scalps, 

Another c:irt:umalance which ])Iaced the colony in an uneasy situ
ation, wlla the boundllry conles\1' with France. The history of ,hi, 
IIffiur. however, which brought on the bloody conflictll of the Sevl'n 
Years' War, will come under our notice in a subsequt'nI chllptcr. 

11. NEW BRVNIJWICII:. 

BRUNSWICK did not e:ust IS 
II separate colony, until 1783. Pre
"ioulJ to thia,the French had claimed 
it under the title of NelV France, ns 
part of Acadia, and the English, in 
their. lurn, as pari of Nova Stalin. 
When the latter province WA S ceded 
10 the British government, France 
atill claimed New Brunswick lIS 
pan of Canada i but the peace of 

1700 aettled these conflicting clsims, by giving the IVhole province 
to England. SliIl, it was left. unoccupied eXCept by II few Acadians, 
who had sougbt refuge among ita fOteSl! from the relenlless perse
cution 10 which they were exposed. In 1762, aomt' families from

• 
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New Englnnd settled Ql l\lan,S'erviHe, about fifty miles up the St. 
John. In twenty yenrs, their number! had increased to eight hun
dred. At the close of the Revolutionary War, severalthollsnnd d's
banded British troopl were placed at Frederick-ton. But having been 
u«u8tamed to the comfort! of civilized life, these new colonisls suf
fered great bard!hips, and a long leuon of pri ...tiOD, before they 
could place their families in comfortable lituations. 

In 1785, Sir Guy Carleton was appbinted governor. and mnde 
vigorous uertionl for the improvement of the country, which gra
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lually, though slowly, adnnced. On his relu'rn 10 England, (1803.) 
ontil 18 17, the government was administered by presidents. In 
1809, the dUly on Baltic timber was advanced to nearly £3, while 
Ihat of the colonies remained free. This laid the foundation of the 
present nourishing condition of New Brunswick. The country has 
continued 10 increue gradually in prosperity, under a succession of 
different rulers down to the pre81!nt time. 

In connection with Canada, New Brunswick sbared in the long 
dispute between Great Britain and the United States. concernmg the 
north-eutem boundary. 'rhe terms 01 the treaty of 1783. by kav
iog the exact line uncertain. had given rise to controversy. which. 
becoming more angry as it advanced, at length threatened an open 
rupture between tbe claimants. The te1'ritory subject to this ambi. 
guity, formed. in 1783, a tract of wild forest. scarcely ever trodden 
by a European. But, III settlements increased. and witb them cui. 
tivation of soil, the fine timber became an object to both parties. In 
1829, an agreement wu made to refer the question to the King of 
Holland. He returned an answer in 1831. declaring the impossibi. 
lity of defining a boundary according to the terms of tbe treaty, but 
recommending a line extending along lbe St. Croix, the St. John. 
nnd tbence to the bead of the Connecticut. This the United Slates 
Senate rejec:ted. proposing a new arbitrary line. While the ques
tion remained thul undecided, trespassers from each lide entered the 
territory to cut timber. Expedilions were sent against them, who. 
in their tum, took posseaaion of the ground. Matters grew worse 
every day, and a border war seemed inevitable, when an agreement 
wu made between Mr. Fox, the Briti~h ambusador, and Mr. For· 
syth. the American secretary of State, to the effect that the govern 
meD! of Maine Ihould voluntarily withdraw its military force, lind 
any further arrangemenll againet trespassers be made by the two 
powera jointly. A convention to this effect was signed by the two 
governors, March 23 and 25, J839. The subsequent condition of 
affain. up to the conclusion of the" Ashburton Treaty," ar. fCserved 
for a subsequent chapter. 
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nt. PRI~CE nWl.ltD', IILAND. 

EDWARD'S ISLAND. formCl'ly 
known 0581. John, is II. fine trnct, lying south 
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and opposite 
Nova Scotia and New Brunslvick. Northum

berland Strait sepamte! it from these province!!. Its greatest ll'nglh 
IS about a hundred and thirty·five miles, the breadth varying from n 
!ingle mile to thirty-four. The whole island i. deeply indented by 
bays and inlets, so that scarcely one spot can be found remol'ed 
more tban seven or eight miles (rom tide-water. It it supposed. by 
RobertsOn and others, to be tbe land reached by Cabot in 1497, and 
subsequently visited by Verazzano. This is. however, ,ery doubt· 
ful. The first definite notice given of it is by Champlain. who, 
naming it SI. John, accurately describes ill situation and extent, 800 

notices ita harbours. 
The cenioD of ACftdia to Grent Britain, by tbe treaty of Utrecht. 

was on nent favourable to the neighbouring islands. St. John teo 
ceived n nnmber of Frencb settlers; who, by their industry, lOOn 
ga.ve a ftoorishing appearance to the island. It was captured by thtl 
New England forces, in 1746, but restored to France by the treaty 

of Aix.ln·Chapelle. 
Aftt:lr the second reduction of Louisbourg in J768, tbat of St. 

John followed, and it became pennanently attaciled to the British 
crown. The number of inhabitanta, at that time, is variously rated 
at ten thousand, !ix thousand, and fo ur thousand one hundred; the 
hlSt probably nearest the truth. They had brought a ~ery consider
able portion of land under cultivation ; had large stocks of hOJDp.d 
callie; and some of tbem could .end twelve hundred bushelll of 
wheat to the marKet of Quebec. They were now doomed, how 
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",,,r, to the same relentleu proscription as their brethren in Nova 
Scotia; aDd the pretext was, that a number of English IlCaIJlll were 
found in the French governor's house. There was, no doubt, II 

just ground of suspicion ; though the British might have recoll«.ted 
that they themselves had offered premiums for these trophies. 'J'hey 
were unquestionably brought in by the Indians, and at all events 
afforded no apology for inflicting vengeance upon thousands of 
peaceable and industrious lIeule1'8. The delails of the e.xpulsion are 
Dot sUlted; but it all llea1'8 that a certain number were scnt to Ca. 
nada, others to the southern colonies, and sorne 10 Fmnce, while it 
i. admitted Ihal many contrived 10 conceallhemselvcs. So compltte, 
however, Wll8 the desolo.tion, that, in 1770, twelve yeo.rs after, there 
were found only a bundred lind fifty families. 

The island was confirmed to Britain, in 1763 i but some years 
elapsed before measures, not remarkably judicious. were ta~en for 
!hi. settlement. Lord Egremont fo rmed a strange IIcheme, hy which 
it wat to be dividlld inlo twelve districts, ruled by as many baroOb, 
each of whom wat to erect a castle on his own property, while that 
nobleman was to preside as lord pammount. This ridiculous plllJl 
\Vat changed for another not much wiser. In August, 1767, a divi. 
lion Wal made into sixty·seven townships, of about twenty thouSllnd 
acres each. which, wiLh .ome reservations, were made over to indi
vidualt IUpposed to po8S("lS claims upon the government. They 
became bound 10 seltle the country in It'n years, to the uteat of at 
least one penon for two hundred acres. Their exertionl iD this 
respea, however, were not very effective; aDd when they resolved, 
as the only means oC rendering the property valuable, 10 retail it in 
emall lou, thei r pricel were too high; nor could they graDt thai 
.occage tenure uDder the crown, which is bteemed the most se· 
cure. 

<'!~... ONSIDERABLE efforts, however, wert: at 
first made to rescue the island from itt state 
of desolation. The proprietors succeeded in 
procuring (or it a governor, independent of 
Nova Scotia, though, as already mentioned, 
there were only II hundred and fifly (amiliel 
resident on it. Mr. Patterson, appointed to 

that office, in 1770, brought back a number 
oC the exiled Acadialls. Tracady was settled by Coptain Macdo 
nald with lhree hundred H ighlanders i and Chief Baroo Montgomery 

Q 

, 
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mad.') gTtllt efforts to (uJjI hi. proprietary obltgatlOns. A beginmng 
WIUI thus made. II. good repon W1l3 spread, the colony received gra
dual accessions, and, in 1773, II. constitution being given. the 6nt 
House of Assembly was called . Bot the gonmor and General 
Fanning, who succeeded in 1789. were involved in contests with the 
proprietors nnd settlers, who accused them of culpable eagemesa to 
acquire landed property for Ihernseln.; these feuds • .however. seem 

to have caused no material injury. 
In 1791J, inconyenience having been felt from the island bearing 

the same name with the chief towns in New Brunswick ond New
foundland, it was changed to Prince Edward, in honour of the late 
Duke of Kent, who, os commander in America, hll.d directed some 
valuable improvements. In 1&Xl, the lato Enr! of Selkirk, who ga.,e 
so grent an impuhe to emigration, cllrried over an imporlllnt colony, 
consisting cf about eight hundred Highlanders. He made the 
necesSII.ry arrangements with so much judgment, that the Itlulers 
lOOn became very plO!perous, and wilh the friends who have aince 
joined them, now amount to upwards of four thousand. 

Gol'emor Desbarres, who succeeded Fanning, was a ma.n of lalent; 
and though his a.dministration was considered by no means prudent, 
yet, at no fonner period did the colony oonDce SO rapidly. In 
1813, he was succeeded by Mr. Smytb, wboee .iolent and tyrannical 
conduct caused a general agitation in the colony. For "'feral yealS 
pre.ious to 1823, he bad prevented the m~ting of the House of 
Assembly, and wben a committee of tbe inhabitantl was appointed 18 
draw up a petition for his remonl, ho caused tbem to be arrested. 
Mr. Stewart, the high ..heriff, however, though at the age of sixty
six, made his escape to Nom Seotia, Ilnd thence to England; where 
tho real 8U1.te of thiDgs was no sooner made known than the governor 
was recalled, and Lieutennnt-coionel Ready appointed to succeed 
him. 'rhe conduct of Ibie last gun general 8Utiefaction; and, in 
conjunction with the House of Assembly. he passed many useful 
nelS, and took varioue measures to promote the continued improve
ment of the colony . In 1831, Colonel Young received the appoint
ment, and ruled as lieutenant-go.ernor till 1836, in which year Sir 
John Haney waS named his euccessor. Sir John wat very popular; 
but being, in 1837, remo.ed to the government of New Brunswick, 
his place was sapplied by Sir Charles A. Fitzroy. Since this time, 
th., island hu presented little to attract the attention of the biltoriR.D 

http:necesSII.ry
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llIk-,E'WI,CltINI'L,Al\'O IS a large island, the mOllI 
important of the British po8S("uions adjllcr.nt to 
the eastern coost of North America. On one 
side it almost touches the continent, bUI on the 
other stretches far oul into the Atlantic. Its 
entire circuit is one thousnnd milt'l. The IDOIt 
striking natural feature connected with the 
ialnnd, are the Ballh, shollow places in tbe 

ocean, nenr which cod and other fish abound to such an extent aa to 
supply the world, and give 10 the isla.nd, through the fisheries, a 
111081 importnnt ltalion in the rank of colonial provillcca. The lame 
productive character distinguishes the shores of Labrador. In tbeae 

tempestuous &eos, the nations of Europe snd America ha..e for age. 
laboured indefatigably with nets, lines, nnd every imaginable pro
cess, and yet not the slightest diminution of fruitfulness hu nor 
lleen obaer.,ed. 

http:adjllcr.nt
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Newfoundland was disco,en:d by Cabol, in 1497, lind has amee 
been claimed by Great Britain. Alle-nLioD Wat speedily dmwn to 
the cod.fisheries. In 1517, aD English vessel reported having seen 
forty ships-Portuguese, French, and Spanisb--employed on the 
coast. In 1636, an Englishman. named Hore, auempted a Hule
rnent, bllt failed . He was followed by the equally unfOr!unate Sir 
Humphrey Gilbert. During tbe whole of the sixteenth cenlury, the 
English were less successful in the fishNiea than otber nalions; 
and the failure of repealed aHemplll at settlement damped the Ipiril 

of the nalion. 
At the opening of the seventeenth ccolUry. schemes to colonize 

tbe northern territory were commenced on a large scale. 1'besc ori
ginated ill Mr. Guy, a wealthy merchant of Bristol. who published 
severol pamphlets. and induced a number of influential persons at 
court to engage i,n the undertaking. Among these were Lord 
Bacon. Lord Northampton. keeper of the seals, and Sir Froncis 
'l'anfield. chief baron of the Exchequer. 'l'hese, with forly-one other 
persons, received a patent to colonize Newfoundland. They were 
invested with the entire property of the la.nd. lIoil , and mines, anll a 
general grant made of those privilegea, which the crown could not 
find time to enumerall:. The only lesenation wat tbe right of fish 
erv on the coast of Nllwfoundlanil to any English subject . 

• 

• 
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Mr. Guy was appointed governor of tbe new colony. In 1610, 
be conveyed thither thirty-nine pt'J'$(lns in three vessels, and em
ployed them in constructing a dwelling and store-house. with an 
encJoeure a hundred and twenty feet by ninety, in which were 
planted three pieces of ordnance. He gave Rattering flccounll of 
the country to government, and seems to have bent all his energies 
to the rearing up of a pl'Ollperou9 «llony. On returning in the fol. 
lowing season, he appointed 'Villiam Colston in his stead, who was 
by no means so sanguine in his hopes find efforts as his predecessor. 
Guy retumed in 1612. One of his first acts was to !!ail along the 
coast on a voyage of dis«lvory; during which he dealt amicably 
with the natives. In 0. yenr, he again returned to England, and the 
colony afterwards languished greatly. Some time aftor. (1615.) CilP
lain Whitbourne was sent out to hold a court of admiralty, and pro
"ide a check for the numerous abusee to which the fishermen wcre 
subjected j but he found it impossible to do more than specify the 
e,ils and propoee remedies. 

BOUT tbe year 1621 , Sir George 
Calvert, afterwards Lord Ballimore. 
obtained 1\ grnllt of a tract from Cape 
St. Mary to tbe Bey of Bulls. His 
object ~1l.S to form a settlement 
where members of tbe Roman Ca

. religion migbt enjoy the free 
exercise of their opinions. Viscount 
Faulkland undertook to send a colo

ny Indand, of which he was then lo rd-lieutenant. Otber gen
tlemen made simila r offel1l. Many efforts were made to secure the 
comfor15 of the settlel1l, and especially to enlist their fC(llings in tht! 
enterprisll. But, although the colonists appear to have been nume
rous, fow detllils are given of their progress. Lord Baltimore himself 
Yisited the colony, and built 11 stroll g f<Jrt and handsome house at E'er
ryland, where he resided for aome time. About" twenty years after 
this first plantation , the number of families in difftlrent ports of the 
coast had swelled to three hundred and fifty. The importancd uf thtl 
{ubery grew with that of the colony, so that, in 1626, one hundred 
Ind fifty vcssel, sailed thither from Devoosbire; and England began 
to supply the other countries of Europe with tbe producta of the 
fiaberies. 

o. 
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When Lord Baltimore returned to England, he became 80 engaged 
with his Maryland calony, as to find little time to bestow on tho one 
nln>ady planted. The settlers consequently sunk into comparative 
neglect, and. givinlt up all attempts at culture of tho loil. devoted 

themselves to the fisheries . 
This branch of industry waa now 8uuming thai imJlQrtance 

which it 80 well merits. The French embarked in it with their 
customary zeal, and even formed a colony in the Bay of Plncentia, 
in order 10 carry it on more con'fonienlly. In 1663. it WIUJ encou
raged by the repeal of 1111 dutie.. But tbia so rar increased the 
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number o( indil'idual adventurens, that the British began 10 (ear a 

deereaae in the government profita. 'The barbarous remedy o( root
ing out the colony was proposed by J osiah Child, a merchant of Lon
don, and immediately carried into e.zecution, Sir Jobn Berry \fIlS 

employed t.o burn the houset and dri\'e out the settler&. That .)fti. 
eer seems 10 have mitigated AS much 118 poes.ibJe his cruel OI)mmi•. 
aion, and sent home atrong remonatrances as to the misery which ho 
had reluctantly occASioned. In 1676, Downing, a resident, IlTOCUroli 
all ordcr from the Icing, that tilll people ehould be no further mo' 
lested; but, at the same time, atrict injunctione we~ i8!lood, tlmt DO 

veMal should CArry out Ilny emigranla, or permit them to settle. 
Duriug the Wtlr with Fr/lllct, oonsequent to the Revolution 01 

1688, Newfoundland auffered severely. Although tile Ellgliib 
~aimQiI the territory, the French had fortified a number of aeull!
menls, which they were now unwilling to abandon. In 1092, Com, 
mander William. attacked Plaoon'tia, but without IIU<lCeII8; /llld an 
attempt, hy the French, upon St, John, ( 169(1,) "'aB attended with 1\ 

like result A eeoond trial resulted in ita CApture and destruction, 
and soon after Ibberville rooted out all the English stations. e~oept Bona 
Vista and Carbonier, The&e auccesses were nullified by the treaty 
of Ryawiclc, which compensated each party for ita 108M'l!I during tbe 
war. During the war of the lucoessioD. Newfoundland ",as again 
taken by the French, but restored by the peace of Utrecht, in, 1713. 
Ne",foundland then continued to inaease in imporlance, with but 
alight interruption&, until the War of Independenoe. In 1'175, the 
New Englaud oolonisl.l were forbidden to participate in tbq fi.&heriel; 
but, in revenge, these high-apirited men refu!Cd to supply lhe crew. 
of Ve!l8ela with provi8ions; a plan that reduced them almost to sl.ll .... 
vation. The.... thus found it necessary either 10 return hOlUe or LO' 
repair to lOme of the other colonies. At the close of the war, 
Great Briurin repealed most o( her onerous lawe, and from that ~ime 
both the 86ulementa of Newfoundland and ita fisheries increased 
rapidly in prosperity. The latter 'are now free to all nations, and 
numbers of ahipe are annually employed by the great maritime 

POW6rl of Engl/llld. Franc~ and the Unit.ed Stale&, in thil dan. 
gtlrou. oocupation. The total population of Newfoundland is It 

pNl8ent about &eventy thousand, of whom more than one-half are 
Roman Catholics. 
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divided the territory north of 
Canada into two great na
tural divisions, known !IS 

Labrador and New Bri
tain. The former country 
ill of very little hiSlorical 
importance. The coast 
WB. fiTSt discovered by 
Sebastian Cabot, in 1496, 

nnd was afterwards visited (1501 ) and ntlmed (Term Labrador) by 
Gaspar Corterenl. During the sixteenth century. it WIlS visited by 
varioull Europeallll. and attemptll made to settle and carryon 
the cod-fishery along the coa.st. An impulae was given to these 
eiforts by the Moruian miasionaries. who., in 1762, settled at Hope
dale and other places. After numerous hardships. they obtained 
from government, in May. 1769. 0. tmct of land, on which to sctlte 
and carryon their pmiseworthy exertionl. THe missions hsve 
exilted tbrough great 'l'icissitudel. until the present time. Tbeir 
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'1' ' '.» 1 ... WITa TB . I}!IDI.'.. . 0 ... v •• 

aettlernents are, howeTer, small, and lying principally n].jog the 
eastern coost. The interior is little known. 

New Britain is an immense country, stretching from Cnnada to 
the Polar sea, with an average breadth of twenty·six hundred mil ... ,. 
'l'he Southern portion is a Rat prairie land, trave:rsed by luge ri'llls, 
Ind gifted with II highly fru itful soil. The woody portion lif's 
lround Hudson's Bay; while tbe western territories nre rugged (10'1 
mountainous. The whole country owes its importance almost en
tirely 10 the valuable fUTl deriTed from the nnimal~ that swarm in 
flTery qusner. 

The ealtem COht of New Britain ....as early visited by E uroptan .. 
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in the hope of discovermg a no",l'I,·wesl pRuage to India. In 1517, 
Sebastian Cabot first visited Hudson', Boy. which he viewed at a 
communication to' the coveted regions of the emst. Th:! voyage was 
suhllequently forgotten; (10 thnt when Hudson, in 1610. sailed 
through tbe straits now bearing his name, and found a broad expanse 
of WOler, it was considered a new discovery. and named by him 
Hudson's Sea. He wintered within the stmiUJ, and finally perished 

by 1\ mutiny of the crew. 
This expedition was followed by others. nil of which steered in tbe 

Sltme quectlon with Hudson, hut were lOON! (orlu!m\o in dI8COI'C'Y, 
Soulhaml)ton island was discov.ered by Sir Thoffill8 Bulton, in 1612 
or 1613. He named it Cnrey's Swan's·nut. He passed the wm
Icr at Nelson's river, first scen by him, but was prevl'nLcd from IJur
suing his \'OYIlgt' by excessive cold and the consequcn~ di9courage
mtnt of his crew. Baffin's Bay Will explored by Bylot and Baffin, 
in 1616. On the 6th of May, 1631, Luke Fox. on entcrprising 
mariner, wbo had been equipped by the London merchants, sailed 
on a voyage of discovery. Wben off Cape Warwick. (June 21.) 
his progrt:6S wa! arrested by ice and currents. I-Ie describee an 
iceberg as a prodigious thing. sometimes mounlDin high i but here 
there were no piecel larger than a great churGh-their extent vary

ing from a perch to two acres. On the 
26th. these icebergs lay around him so 
thick, that he knew nOl what wind to 
pray for to extricate him~lf of them. 
On being rolelllled from this dllnger. he 
sailed to Southllmplon island. and then 
explored tho bo.y. penetrating as f..• 
north as 660 47'. Here hi! crew be

came disheartened. and retracing his course, he returned to England. 
A similar expedition, sent out by the Brietol merchants, met wilh a 
like result. The crew passed a winter in Hudson's Buy, and suf· 
fered the most deplorable evils, until the roturn of summer. 

In June, 1688, a F'renchmaD, named GrosaelLez. llent out aD expe
dition under the patronage of Prince Rupert of England. The 
crew wintered in a river called Rupert, and, on returning, presented 
so favourable a report. that the prince and other noblemen sub
acribed a CApital of .£10,500, and obtained a charter for the uciusi'fc 
trade and administration of the countries sround Hudson's Bay. 
Settlements were formed on Rupert's, Moose, and Albany rivera' 
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and in IGS6, t"'o more on the N('laon and Severn . In 1090, their 
affairs were in such a flourishing condition, that the proprietora 
trebled their original capital. This success excited the envy of the 
French, who spe:('dily made themselves me.stera of the principal set
tlements. They retained them with but little interruption- untiltha 
peace of Utrecht, in 1713, which restored them to Britain. 

Two companies were now fonned in England, each of which 
Slrove 10 oUldo its rival in discovery and colonizlltion. These were 
the l-IudlOn's Boy Company and the North-western. In Inl, 
S:ullud Hearne, employed by the 6rst, descended the Copper_ 
mille River, and found it terminating in an unknown part of the 
Arctic Ocean. In 1789, Sir Alnander Mackenzie, a partner of tho 
NOrth.west Fur Company, sailed down the 8tream bearing his name, 
Dnd made observations which left little doubt of its opening into an
other pOrtion of the ~ame expanse. He also penetrated, in 1789, 
acrou the Rocky Mountains, and reached the coast of the Paci6c. 
'fh('se discoveries kindled a apecies of enthusium in the Brilillh 
nation; and, after the dnae of the European war, in 181fi, she 
engaged in a series of attempts to penetrate to India, by the North. 
west. Captain Parry rep-eatedly penetrated into the Polar Sea, 
Rnd discovered a range of large illands, to the 8(luth of which wert 
extensive COIIata, stretching out of 8ight. Soon after, Captain Rca 
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dilloo"rred lind named Boothia. Parry explored tbe "?rthern eoutlI 

of Hudson's Bny, and dilC()vl,>red Fury and Heela 811'11ill. Dr. 
Richardson, and Captains Fronklin and Beechy, also made eJlensiv6 
discoveries along the shores of the Polar Sea. 

These expeditions led to another, terminating in some important 
results. Ross had S8iled in 1829. and for four wiman nothing was 
heard of birn--a circumstance which excited tbe deepest anxiety. 
Accordingly, nn expedition was fitted ou t to go in search of .bim. 

• 	 and Captain Back, an able officer who had served under Fronklin 
and Richardson , voJunt('cred to conduct it. He sailed from Liver· 
pool, Februnry 17, 1833, find. aller visiting New York. ascended 
the Hudson to Albany. In April, be reached Montreal. After nume· 
rous difficulties in raising provisions Ilnd men, he sailed up the 
Ottawa, to a email stream leading into Nipissing Lake, and thence 
by the Ri'vil!re des Fran~lIi8 1 he entered Lake Huron. Then, cross· 
iog Lake Supe rior, Rainy, and Lake of the Woods, tbey reacbed 
Fort Aluander at the southern extremity of Lake 'Vinnepeg. 

• 	 From the settien in this vicinity he received the moat marked 
attention, and was furnished by Gcvemor Simpson with every COD

n nience. The party then commenced their dreary journey toward 
tbe north, sometimes sailing along riven, then corrying their canoes 
acrose almoat impassable surfaces, and even fording torrents and cas· 
cades. The thermometer WIIS sometimes 90" below zero; and II. 

huge fire in 1\ small apartment could not raise the temperature highel 
thllO 12" above zero. Ink snd paint froze, and boxes of the best 
seasoned wood split. The skin of the hands cracked and opened in 
guhu. When tbe face was washed nellr the fire, before it could be 
dried tbe hair was clotted with ice. All Jiving beings disappeared; 
no sound but thllt of the ptluing wind broke the awful stillneS3 
Captain Back penetreted fur to the north and passed the winter I 
but he found it almost impossible to proeecute further discoverie,. 
In the following year, he was compelled to retmce his steps, and on 
the Sih of September arrived lit Lil'erpool. Thi, expedition was 
followed by Others of a similar character. The Hudson's Bay Com
pany now manogN tbe afl'uirs of the tcrritory . • There are four prin
cipal stations, between which the country i~ divided; York Fort, 
Moose Fort, Montreal, and Fort Vancouver. Smaller stations nre 
scottered throughout the terrhory, some of which afford protcclior 
and ,up port to pious missionnrit'!I, who are cnpged in the Iaudab' 
work of in8lrucling the natives in religion and civilization. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HISTORY OP ORBGOX. 

HE term Oregon has, until lately, been 
employed to designate the country ex
tending ftom California to the Russian 
possessions, and from the Paci6c to 
the Rocky Mountains. It was visited 
as early a8 1670 by Sir Francis Drake, 
who, pursuing the tJ'llck nlready com
menced by Iha Spanish nnl'igators, 
wiled along the COBSt!l9 fat nonh as 
48°. It is very probable that ever. 
previou8 to this the Spanil\rds had 
eailed further northward tban the!.l[

tremity of California. In 1608, D'Agoilar, commander of an expe
dition under Philip m., of Spain, visitf!d the COIlSI, and discot'ered 

• a 1$3 
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the mouth of the Columbia; but his auaunt of the expedition was 
trt!ated by his countr.ymen with unmerited neglect. 

For nearly two centuries nner that period, the Spaniards IllIIda no 
furthe r altempta eithe r at discovery or settlement ; and the distant 
region of Oregon seems to have been considered by . 11 nations as an 
unkno\\'n terri tory. But when maritime entCfjlriS6 revived in the 
latter pari of the eighteenth century. Spain established ten atations 
(1769-1779) along the coast of Northern California. In 1774. 
Juno Perez sni led from Califofr;lia as rar nortb.s 65°, On hill reo 
tu rn he anchored in San Lorenzo bay. p robably Nootka Souod. 
Nearly the some ground WlIS passed over in 1776, by another Spa
nish expedition under Don Bruno Hetem. In 1776, Caplain Cook, 
of England. examined the western Coost from 44° 10 Bebri ng's 
Straits. 

OD account of the discoveries of Drake and Cook, Great Britain 
claimed all Oregon, and established small POStll throughout the terri
tory, under the auspices of the Hudson's Bay Company. It was 
further visited by Vancouver, in 1701. who made se veral important 
explorations. But a Dew impulse was given to adventure in thill 
qUflrter, by a series of enterprises conducted by land. Mackenzie 
discovered the Frazer river, (1793.) and explored it to a conlliderablc 
distance. In the early pan of the prettent century, Mr. David 
Thompson. surveyor and astronomer of the British Nonh-west Com
pany. crossed the Rocky Mountains iDlo Oregon. and explored a 
branch of the Columbia. In 1807, he established 0. trading-post 
near British America, and spent there two years; at the end of 
which time he founded another station on the Flathead. Altogether 
he spent several yean in the country. making valuable topographi
cal obser'flltions upon the lands bordering OD the Columbia. 

The American Revolution havillg secured the Indepondence of 
the United States. tbe mercban~ of that counlry manifested. with 
mcrenlled ardor, thnl spiri t of commercial enterprise which llsd been 
arrelted dnring the arduous stnlggle. On the 7th of May, 1792, 
Captain Robert Gray, in the ship Columbia, of BoslOn. entered 
th.. Golumbia river, to which he gave the name of his velSel. His 
i9 the first definite Rccount given of that stream. During the 
administ ra.tion of Mr. J efferson, Lewis and Clark wer'li disJ'I'tched 
(August. 1 80~,) on an expedition to explore the region beyond 
thu mountaiul. They reached the latter rango, in latitude 440 

l' '' 'lh, ClOssed it. dilco,·ered the soulhern head-waters of the 

• 
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Columbia. floated down ita stream for about ail: hundred miles. then 
struck off in II westerly direction. and. on the 151b of November. 
reached ita mouth. Here they built some huts. remained in them 
during Ihe winler. and, in 1806, returned 10 the United Stales, ex. 
ploring, in their course, many of tbe tributaries of the Columbia. 
Tbis, nntil very recently, was tbe only occasion in which the Rocky 
Mountains have been crObed by persons acting in a public capacity. 

In lS06, Mr. Fra!:er, of the Nortb·west Company, established a 
.rading post on Frazer's river, in about latitude 640 ; and, in lS I I, 
Mr. Thompson, agent of the same company, discovered the northern 
bead·waters of the Columbia, (520 north,) and erected some huts on 
ita bllnh. In the snme year, John Jacob Astor, of New York, de
spatched an expedition, both by sea and land, which met near the 
mouth of the Columbilt, and erected on its southern bank a little fori . 
1'hi, Will namE'd Astoria. nnd was intended to be the centre of an ex
ten,i"e trade between America and China. During the war of IStz., 
it WII captu red by the British, and tbe name changed to Fort Geor~ ; 
but by the treaty of Ohent it was restored to the AmE'ricans. Not 
long afterwards, Astoria WIUI abandoned as a goverr ment settlement. 

011 the 22d of February, 1819, Spain and the United Sillies Mill' 
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blished, by the Florida treaty, the forty-second panlllelu theif mu· 
lualllOundary, from the source of the Arkansas down to the Pacific
the (ormer power yielding ber claim to all territories north of tbat 
linll, In 1824-5, the Russians effected an agreement with the 
United States, renouncing aU right to any IlInd .outh of &4°40'. A 
.imttar treaty Wa.! stipulated with Great Britain; and thus the Imet 
between 42° north lind &40 40'. was left to be apportioned between 
the two great leading powerl! of Europe Ilnd America. 

Negotiations for establishing It permanent boundary were almost 
immediately commenced. The Americans hod already oirered 
(1818) the 490 north latitude . DB that boundary, hut this WIIS re
fused; and, in 1824, they renewed it. The British government 
claimed to the Columbia. Both effor18 were fruitless ; and a third, 
in 1826. was attendl'd with a liko re~ult . On the 6th of August, 
1827, the two mttions agreed on a re~olution of "joint occupancy," 
leaving the territory free to the hunten and companies of ench, to 
carry on trade and build poell. F rom that time until 184&, the 
whole region wes under the elmost entire control of the Hudson'~ 

, Bay Company, whose membera established numerous posts along 
its northern and western limi18. But during the great presidential 
can'ftlu for 1844, the subject of a definite boundary to Oregon be· 
came a great measure, an item of politica; and when President 
Polk assumed the executive ehai r, I':lblic interest, both in the United 
StatOl and England, became painfully awakened to the claims of 
the two ri,als. The President soon ahowed a disposition to have 
the subject brougbt to an immediate iuue. In the message of De
cember, 1S4&, he recommended the termination of joi nt occupancy. 
and claimed the wholl! of Oregon, up to 540 40'. The British were 
fi rm in maintaining their claim , and made active preparations for 
war. This resource nolV seemed inevi tnble, and the qUC9tion of ill! 
occurrence rested wholly witb the Senate. That uugust body acted 
in a manner worthy the highest reprtlsonlo.tivel of a Christian nation. 
On tho 16th of April, 1846, the Senate passed 11 resol ution authoriz
ing the President to notify G reat Britain, at his discretion, of tho 
abrogation of the terms of convention which had passed Ihe resolu
tion of joint occupancy. Meanwhile. negotiations were aCliYely 
tarried on with a view of concluding a treaty. In June, the English 
lDlbassador proposed the boundary line of 40°, and the rree nayiga
ion of tbe Columbia to tbat point, as the basi, of an agreement i 
and the Senate I Ulhorized 11::.. P !eaideot to accept it. Thi. was 
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done, and on the 16th the new treaty ~-as traosmitted by the Execu. 
ti'e, and passed on the 18I:h. By thi! instrument, the boundary i. 
lhe 49° of north latitude, from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific, 
and thence through Queen Charlotte's Sound and the StraiLS of 
Fuca to the Pacific-thus giving England the whole of Vancouver'. 
island. The Hudson', Bay Company, during the continuance 0( 

their charter, are authori2cd 10 navignte the Columbia 10 the 49° • 

.. 




QHAl'TER Xli. 

OREnLAND. 

,REI;NL',ND i8 a large country stretching from 
latitude 690 49' north, northward to on un· 
known di$18nce. It IIppelll'110 be separated 
from tbe continent by Baffin's Bay. The 
population is e!ltimnlcd 8t six thousand. of 
whom only n hundred and fifty nre Euro
peans. The northern regiont are locked in 
perpetual ice, and support no living creature. 

This country was visited as early 01-082, by Eric Raudo, a Nor
wegian, whose adventures are narrated in the fint chapte r of the 
preunt work. He established a settlement nl Brllualid, m::at an 
iDlet, which he denominated Eric's Sound. His companions founded 
HeFiulfsness, RafD, and other Illnccfl--nllmes which are still C:l' 
lont in Greenland . Eric remained three years in his colony, and, 
on returning to Iceland. published a pompous and false account of 
lhe new-found region, naming it Greenland. Many advtlnturers 
were induced to settle, and in the eleventh century Christianity was 

trodtlced by twO British missioDaries. In 1121 , the color.r had 

'" 
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flOlHi.hed to such an extent that II. hundred lind twenty hamlets 
were stretched along the eutern COIIlSI, and one hundred and ten on 
tbe westem-coveriog altogether II. region of about five hundred 
mile!. 

But though this colony commenced under such favourable aus
pices, it wu destined to II. mournful fate. Long before the time of 
Columbus. aU traces of European civilization had disappeared from 
Greenland j and the settlement itself seems to have been almost en. 
tirely forgotten. The cause of this disaster is unknown; but fo r 
some time after it became known, the Danes attempted to reach 
Greenland Bnd ascertain the fate of the sufferers. After the re-dis. 
covery and settlement of America, the subject WIlS ngain agitated in 
Northern Europe. In 1708, II. Danish clergyman. named "-!ans 
Egede. determined to visit Greenland, in order, if possible, to discover 
some traces of the l08t colony, and especially to attempt the conl'cr
sion of the natives. After ten year.s' labour and opposition , he was 
intrusted by the King of Denmark with a vessel, which he named 
the Hope. He sailed May 2, 1721, carrying with him two hundred 
and forty settleNl, besides his wife and four children. They landed 
in BaH's river, and began immediate preparations for a permanent 
settlement. They lOOn gained the esteem of the natives, and began 
to instruct them in Christianity. They were liberally encoumged 
by the king, who sent not only provisions and other necessariell, but 
also artificen and soldiera to build II garrison and fon. On the 
death of King Frederick, government grew negligent of the distant 
settlement. and finally ordered its return. Egede, with ten others, 
remained, and two yean after, the nelv monarch, having rf'l:u:cd 
hie opposition, sent out fresh provisions and thf't'6 Moravian mis
sionaries. These settled New HernhuII, on Ball's river, and with 
Egede commenced, with renewed vigour. the instruction of tlu: 
natives. Their labours were attended with success; and in 1747, 
they erected the first church ever built in Greenland. From this 
time, their olvn number, as well as that of their converts, steadily 
increased, and the colony final ly IWumed commercial importance. 
In 1837, West Greenland contained thirteen colonies, fifteen com· 
mercial establishments, and ten missionary stations. 'l'he principal of 
the louer an! LichenCeu, Licbtenau , and NelV H embutt. Upper· 
nsvic, latitude 72" 30'. is the most northern statiora. 'l'he principal 
exports are whale oil, eider down, and lhe skins of reindeer, seal, 
and hear. 
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CHAPTER xm. 
RUSSIAN AMEBIOA. 

HE extensi ve region known III Russian America, 
IS a country of ice, rocke, islands, borren!, and 
forests. It includes the Peninsula of Alaska and 
the Aleutian Islands. 118 condition in 1837 is 
thus described by an officer of the Hudson's Bay 

Company:- "The Russian Fur Company's principal esta· 
blisbment on the north-west coast i! named New Archangel, 
fonnerly Sitka, and situated in Norfolk Sound, in north lati
tude 57°, west longitude 1320 20'. It i, maintained !II a 

regular military establishment, garrisoned by about three huodred 
officers and men. with good natural defences, mounting si xteen ,bort 
eighteeLls, lind twelve long nine.pounders. and ie the head-quarwl'S 
of the governor of the Russian army. 'rhe Russians have other 
establishmenls on the coast and islands 10 the north of New Arch
angel. and one fort, Ross. in the Bay of Brogeda- in all , ten eata· 
blishmenls on the north-west coast of America. They have more· 
over twelve vessels, from a hundred up to four hundred tons 
burden, armed with ten guns each , of different calibre. All the 
officers, and most of the people employed in their sea and land 
service, belong to the Russian army end navy. receh'e pay from Ihl!. 
Uusllian government. and their lenices, while attached to the Ru.,. .. 
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.ian Fur Company, emitie them to the adYantages of promotIon, 
pension, ('Ie., in like manner tiS if employed in acliv(' service in tbe 
army and navy. They have, moreover, attached to these settle-
menta a number of Indians of the Kodiac tribe. who are usually 
employed in hunting and fishing, but are under no fixed engage
ment, being considered as ,laves. Their annual returns in (urs are 
in ,..lue from £80,000 to £ 100,000." 

This country was discovered and settled almost entirely by tbe 
Russians. A, early ItS 1648, an expedition of seven "esse]" under 
the Cossack Samnen DtJshnielV, sailed from Kolyma, and aller four 
being wrecked, the remainder pushed forward OJ! fllr as Behring" 
Strait, and through to the mouth of the Anndir. In 1710, Ih ree 
men, who had been sent by the R ussinns to exhort the Tchukt~ki 
Indian, to 8ubmission, receivt'd information of the Great Country. 
(America.) and also of the Aleutian islanders. who. among other 
peculiarities, built tbeir houses under ground, extl'nding them on all 
aides, so that numerous families could live in one. These aubterra
neou. mansions were lighted by lamp!l, and divided into as many 
apartments at tbey contained familie ........ l1 di.gu.tingly filthy and 
desolate. 

The ardent ambitiQfl of Peter tbe Great im.luced him 10 eecond all 
these efforts. Only a few days before his death. he authorized tbe 

• 
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filting out of an expedition, whose object was 
to I\.Scertain if Alia was separated from Am&
rico. by I strait. It consisted of twO \'cssels, 
under the command of Vitus Behring, a 
Dane. The soldien were led by Alexoi 
Tsbirikof, a Russian officer. Part of the 
expedition was conductf'd by land, and part 
by water. On the 18th of July, 1741, BE-h
ring discovered the continent of America, in 

pa" •• "BI' .. aI'''"''. latitude 68° 28'. The appearnnce of the 
land was grand, but gloomy. Mountains or great elevation, covered 
with snow, extended far inland. One summit, rising to a towering 
height above the rest, was nllmed Mount 'SI. Elillll. "he nellrest 
headlands were denominated Cape SI. Elias lind Cape Hcrmogenes. 
Alo$ka and the Aleutian islands were also visited, and among the 
latter the crew were obliged to winter. Before spring, the scun'y 
appeared and made such ravages tbat Behring lind many of his 
men died. In August, 1742. the survivors succeeded in reaching 
Kamtscbatka. This voyage estab1iahed the fact of the close proxi
mity of the two contincnts, and opened to the Ruuian government 
the rood to a lucrative trade. Ikhring'. Strait Will named afler its 

unfortunate and lamented discoverer. 
A few years previous to this expedition, the Russians had reached 

Japan by way of Kamtschatka, and this formed uo additional incen
tive to advenlure. But although the Aleulian islands had been 
visited by Behring, the government appean not to have been fully 
Dware of their discovery until 1760, when the fint tribute of fura 
Willi broughl from them to Okotsk. Since Will lime, \hey have been 
regularly visited; and on them, logether with a coasl of tbree hun
dred leaguea beyond the polar circle, the indefaligable RUSllians 
have established those settiemenla lind factoriel which support the 
great and IIdvantllgeous fur trade carried on with China. by thl! Hus

sian Empire. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

SE'l"I'LEMEYT OP VIRGINIA. 

lo'rvmraS1'AIN[>I>IG the early discovery of the 
American Continent by Sebastiso Cabot, and tho 
't'ariOlls explorations of the northern coast by 
several of his COuntrymen, no considernble effort , 

establishing a permanent settlement wns mode until the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. These, however, were not 
owing to the personal (l0tronage of the queen herself, hut 
rllther to the enterprise lind perseverance of privatt' indi
viduals. One of the most distinguished of these Will Sir 

Walter Raleigh, allhough, previous to his endeavours, effona bod 
been made by Sir Humphrey Gilbert and others, not only to colonize, 

'" 
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but alia to open a passage to the rich trade of India and Chma, by 
sailing around the continent through Hudson's SU'1lit. 

In 1584. Raleigh obtained a patent from the crown, conferring on 
bim and bis beirs for ever the p~session and enjoyment of aU land! 
to be discoyered, with. their revenue. after deducting one-fifth of the 
gold and sill"cr for the crown, and power to seize all ve~elll trad ing 
to the coast without his license, unless driven there by alormy wea
ther. Clothed with these ample powers, Raldgh immediatelyaent 
two shipa under Amidns lIod Barlow, with directions to explore the 
coos! south of that which had proved fatnl to Gilbert. In April. \ 
1684, thes~ two commanders sct sail, and nfter touching at the Cana
ries Bod a.mong the West Indies. cnme in sight of the Carolinl\!, 
July 4th. After sailing along the coast fo r a distance of a hundred 
nnd twenty miletl. during which the senses wero feasled by far 
stretching hills, clothed in the moslluluriou9 verdure, and enlivened 
by rilts and streams of crystal clearness, they entered Ocrncock 
inlel, and landed upon what they supposed wss the main land. It 
proved to be tbe island. now called 'Vocoken, opening into Pamlico 
Sound . On the third dsyafter landing, they observed an Indian 
walking on the beach, whom they invited on board and gave him 
some food and wine. He then departed well satisfied. Other na
tives appeared, and finally Grangnnimeo, the king's brother, escorted 
by fifty principal persons. Some trading took place, highly advan
tageous to the English; after which they again set sail. The ad
joining coasts tlDd sounds were then explored, when the navigatora 
returned home, carrying with them IIVO natives, Manteo and ' Van
chese. They gave a most Battering report of the country, declaring 
its soil to be "the most plentiful, sweet, fruitful, and wholesome of 
all the world i" and the people "the most gentle, loving, and faith

. ful , void of all guile and tTeWlOn, and such lIB lived after the manner 
of the golden age." I 

T he desire to possess so delightful a region aroused a spirit of 
adv('nture hitherto unknown in England . Determined to establish 
a colony, Raleigh ilnmediately fitted out seven small veuell, manned 
with a hundred and eight men, under Sir Richard Grenville. The 
fleet sailed in April. 1685, and, aft" a circuitou8 voyage, by way of 
the Canaries and West Indies, reached the CoeJlt of Carolina, in the 
latter end of June. They found the country as had been described 
to them, and after landing, penetrated BOrne distance into the inte
rior. The Indians, grati.lied by fonner presents, received them with 
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delight; but their kindness met with lin ill rewl'Iro. Missing" ailver 
cup, the Engliah, in f("\'en~, set fire to a village and devasLDled the 
l'Idjoining fieldl . 1'hey then chose a lpot nellr the shore III a plaCd 
for aettljng. 

The grellt object of these adventurers appears to have been the 
discovery of gold. Dreams of landa whose foresll dripped with 
precioua aromaticI, whoae rivers washed dOlVn sands of gold. or 
aparkliog gems-of an EI Dorado. IVhose gorgeon. magnificence 
and mines of inexhaustible wealth reali.zed the wildest romances of 
Marco Polo or Arioato--formed the main-spring of exertion. No 0110 

imagined that the first duty of a fresh colony is an immediate tillage 
of the soil. 

In August, Grenville sailed for England, leaving the management 
of the settlement with Ralph Lane. This officer had received from 11 

distinguished native chief, named Menatonon, whom he held in cus
tody, accountt of a region in the interior. prolific in pearls, aud in " 
metal paler and IOfter tban copper. which the inhabitanta used (01 

making ornamental plates. 'Vithout funher delay, Lane lelllCIf'd 1\ 

bond and commenced the ascent of the Roanoke. Delighted with thtl 
majeltic appearance of the river and the surrounding woods, and 
allured by liIe promises of pro"i.ions, the party continued advaDe

• 
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iug wub culpable carelessness. until tbeir lupplyof food was ex
hausted. The governor tben warned them to return, but having 
two dogs with tbem, they determined to make provisions of them, 
rather thaD, by abandoning the expedition, to Jose the glonolll fortune 
in prospect. On II. sudden, they discovered lighta mOl'ing through 
the woods, and 800n II. voice called 10 their Indian guide, Manteo, to 
be on guard. This ,va! followed by a shower of ~rrow9. The 
English landed and pursued the enemy without succest!; and wea
ried. chngrined, and famillhed. they steered their coune homeward. 
Broth made of dog's flesh and sl1ssufms leaves served them as food, 
until they reached the settlement. 

Lane found the settlement in n slale of Ilhum bordering on mu
tiny-the Indians having threatened its utter extinction. For 
awhile. his presence restored order; but soon nfier.the consternation 
WBS renewed, on ascertaining that the Indian tribes had entered into 
a conspiracy to starve their new visitors, by laying waste their corn
fields, destroying the fishing-stations, and retiring from the neigh
bourhood. They also resolved on a general night attack. nnd the 
colonis!! were probably sued from ruin only by the faithfulness of 
the injured Menalonon, wbo disclosed the whole plot. Soon after, 
a battle was fought, in which the Indians were defeated; and their 
principal chief PemisapBn, being entieed to an interview, was, with 
some followers. treacherously shot. These cruel and unwise pro
ceeding3 completely alienated the affections of tbe Indians, and de

atToyed all hope of deriving assistance from them. 
Tbe colonists now bt'gan to waken to a reality of tbeir situatIon. 

No prospect appeared of reali;o;ing their golden dreams, wbile abso
lute want stared them in the face; the luppliel promised at Easter 
had not arrived in June i and they were in momentary dread of 

perishing either by famine or the arrowS of the savages. 
Amid these dispositions, a fleet oC twenty.three vessels was seen in 

the offing; and after some alarm lest it should prove 0. hostile squad
TOn, the joy Cui announcement was made, of its being that of Sir 
Francis Drake, returning from his victorious expedition against the 
Spanish main. That gallant office r readily agreed to give them a 
store of provision., a sloop of seventy tons. and other small craft, 
with which they mighl either explore the coes!! or return to Eng
land; the latler, it is probable. being the real object. A violenl 
.torm, however, destroyed these vessels, thus defeating the arrange
ment; and Lane. npon lhe earnell enlreaty of the .e1lle11. con· 
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lented himself with obtaining a place on board the fleet, by which 
he and hi. adventurera might be conveyed home. 

The conclusion that Raleigh had desened them wu quite un. 
founded. A few day. after this hasty depanure, there arri"'ed a 
brig of a hundred Ions, provided wilh every thing needful for their 
wanta; but, to the utter amazement of the crew, there were no colo
nislS to supply. After sailing about some time,and satisfying them. 
selves of the fact, they too returned to Europe. This was another 
hasty step; for a fortnight had not elapsed, when Sir Richard Oren. 
ville appeared. bringing three well-appointed ships, laden with every 
means of supporting and enlarging the colony. His dismay may be 
conceived, when neither the veuel previously despntehed, nor one 
Englishman, could be found within those savage precincts. He, 
therefore , len merely fifteen men to etect It fon and keep a 
cens;n hOld of Ihe COUntry until fUMher reinforcemellls could be sent 
OUI. 

An thi. complication of failure, blunder. aDd disaster did nol dis
COU~ Raleigh. In April of the following yeaJ he fitted out . 
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new expedition of three shipa ancla hundred and fifty persons, led 
by Jobn 'Vhite, wbo was appointed go'ernor, with twt'h'e Assistants, 
who also, pt'rhaps, colltrihuted to the expellae. AlIl;lmpts were made 
to eatablish it on a lome what more solid footing. Implements of 
agriculture were provided; several familes went out, and the party, 
including seventeen females and nine boys, arrived in July, and pro
ceeded to the former settlement. Here n dreadful scene met their 
eyes; the fort was rased to the ground; the housu, though still 
standing, were open Qnd tenantless; the floors overgrown with 
shrubs and weeds, on which deer were feeding. The bones of one 
mnn lay scattered on the ground; while of the rest not n trace re
mained. After anxious inqui ry, it was found that a band of Indians 
had surprised and bUrDt'd the fort, when the English, rusbing out to 
save thernseh'es, wert) either killed or chilled into tbe woods, where 

they soon perished. 
BITE began by soliciting from the Indian 

cbiefs a renewal of tbeir former alliance, 
promising the most friendly treatment, and 
that every thing which had pused sbould be 
forgi,en. They announced that nn answer 
would be returned in seven days; and when 
the time elapsed without its being fulfilled, 

he determined on a hostile expedition. Led by Manteo, he attacked 
a party, and drove them into the forea\; but was dismayed to find 
that by mistake he had fallen upon one of tbe few friendly tribes. 
He tben relinquished farther proceedings; but all hope of concilia

tory arrnngements was losl. 
As winter approached, and tbe vessel was about to return to Europe, 

the colonists began seriously to view their situation. 'l'hey could 
look fo r nothing from the InJ ians but the most deadly hostility, while 
.the raising of sup plies fll r themselves was II. work or time and un
certainty. They therefore joined in an earnest entreaty to White. 
that he would accompnny the ship, Dnd exert himself in bringing to 
them fUTlht'r aid and support. He strongly objected, on the ground 
that it would have an appearance as if he were deserting his own 
colony; but they insisted, and having delivered a written testimony, 
signed and sealed, stating that the proposal came from tbemseh'es, 
he consented. There had been born to him, during his rt:sidence, a 
gmnd-daughter, Virginia Dare, who is supposed by Mr. Bancroft to be 
!.ho first offilpring of English parents on the lIDi] of the Uniled Stales 
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REPARATIONS for resisting the fomous 
Spanish Annada interrupted Haleigh's 
efforta at colonization, Meanwhile, 
'White's two vessels, which had been 
furnished him by Sir Walter, were, 
through his own imprudence. much 
injured and obliged to return to Eng
land; while Grenville \V1lS retnined 
in the fleet destined to resist tht Spa
niards, The colony was left to Ian. 

guish until the defeat of the Armada . Even Raleigh seems to Ilave 
ocen somewhat discouraged; and afte r spending fo rty thousand 
pounds in thankless cxertions, he turned his aUcllIion to other ob
jects. fIis privileges werc however tillnsferred to a company who 
undortook to sopport the settlement. In consequence of unilvoid 
able delay, Wh ite was unable 10 sail until May. 1590. He reached 
RoanoJ.:e about the middle of August. 

Again the colony was in il state of utter desolation; though there 
appeared reason to hope that it had removed to a more favollrable 
aite, formerly projected. 1'hi. Wll8 the island ofCrontOBIl. fifly mile. 
distant , in which Manloo resided. and where they had met n most 
friendly reception. In caso of removal it had hoen stipulated Ihatlhe 
letten c R 0 should be carved on the barL: of a tree, which werll found, 
and elsewhere the full name Croatoan. A cross was to have indic:!lIed 
a disastroul reman I : and the lign of evil W118 absent. Chesls with 
l'arious storel had been buried in the earth; some were entire; 
others had been discove red and rifled by the Indians. On the whole, 
W hile concluded that all was well, and began 10 81eer for the new 
Italion j bu t meeting with some difficulties , and the season being ad
vanced, it was very coolly resol ved to make fo r the " 'est I ndies, 
trade there, Ilnd touch at the colony on his return home, ..Afte r 
coming out into the open ocean, the wind was so adverse 10 his pro
posed courstl, and 10 fllvourable to thut for Britain, tha t Ihe lallf" 
wal adopted, and he arri"ed at home in OCtober. 

After this, the colony leernl to hll.l'll beeD totally nrglecled by 
everyone except Raleigh. This remarkable lDan sellt OUI , at dif
ferent period., fi l '6 vrllel., the last in J602; but, unfortunately, 
nODe reached the settlement. From that time, nothing Wall ever 
discovered of thil unfortunato colony, Its nJemben were either 
utirpaled, or became Amalgamated with the neigb.bouring Indialll. 

" .. 
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Notwithstanding this series of disastera, a "Eluei sailed for Ame
rica, in 1602, under Bnrtholomew Goenold, with thirty-two men, 
twelve of whom intended to settle. Striking directly !lCroM tbe 
ocean, he came upon the coost of MnslIlchusettll; and. afler sailing 
onward some time, reached a bold prmuontory. which, from the great 
'luanlilY of fish caught in the vicinity. he named Cape Cod. Steer
ing in II. southern course , they passed 80me dangerous promontories 
and at length landed on a pleasant island. to which tbey gave the 
name of Manha's Vineyard. Re-embarking, they entered Buz
zard's &y, which, from ils spaeioliBnesa. \vBS denominated Goanold'. 
Hope. Elizabeth Island, within its circuit, was ch08en 8S n desi
mblO;l place of settlement. The soil wns clothed with noblo trees, 
nnd with sassafraS, which, among other valunblo plno!!!, was thcn 
C8teemeu a medicine of sovereign virtue. Some pulse being sown, 
grew, in a fOTmight , to hllif a foot. 'fhey deoorked, on the main· 
land, which appeared "the goodliCllI they ever saw, replenished with 
fair fields ." Having erected II fort, and collected a corgo, chiefly of 
IH\l!safras, they prepared to remrn, but, a t thi. cril!;ia the seulers 
werl! di~mayed with the proapect of being left on 80 remote 0. ahore, 
with bill a :small qURntit), of pro"isiona, and the fate of similar expe
dillOns lull frt'Sh to the memory. Tbey, therefore, abandoned the 
Idea of remaining, aod weDt on board with tbe reat. 
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L1'HOUGH not successful in its immediate object, 

this expedition awoke England 10 tha advantages 
to be derivt'd from coloni.ting her American jloetes
sions. Bakluyt, tbe great promoter of discovery, 
prevailffi upon some merchanll of Bristol 10 
equip IIVO small vessels, to which Raleigh gave a 

dJ,~" cheerful Consent. They were placed under Martin Pring, 
who, aftcr visiting the New England coast, gathering S!l8llO' 

frns, and bartering with the natives, confirmed, on his relurn, the 
favourable account of the COuntry which had been gillcn by his Ille. 
decessor. This expedition was followed by another under George 
lVeymouth, patronij(cd by Lord Arundel and the Earl of Southamp. 
ton, fie Miled March 31, 1605, and reached the America" COIlS! 
May 13th, in latitude 41°, After sailing a considerable distance, he 
entered Penobscot Bay in his pinnace, and, soon afler, came in sight 
of a river which the crew regarded as the largest Ihey had ever 
scen. It waa navigable for very large vessels, free from rocks or 
shoals, and bordert'd along its sides by thick pine woods. In Ihe 
dJBtance, hills and mountains relieved the proepcct. The English 
immediately commenced bartering wilh the Indians, and obtained 
"luable fura at a cheap rate. They then embarked and miled for 
England, carrying with them five of the natives who had ~D 
decoyed on board, 

Tbis series of voyages conveyed to Brillin a much bigher idea 
than bad yet been entertained of her transatlantic dominion . It Will 

found to include a range of territory stretching over eleven degrees 
of latitude, all in (he temperato climates, diversified with noble rivers 
and harbours, and, whereller visited, displaying a luxu riont fertility. 
1'1lis prospect rekindled all the enthusiasm of enterprise and hepas 
of lI'ealth. An association lVas formed by Sir 'l'homaa Gutes, Sir 
Georgo Summers, 'Wingfield, Popham, with olher .men of rank nnd 
eminent merchanl8, for the purpose of colonizing this vast region. 
Jlltnes 1., who WIlS fond of such undertakings, and had employed 
thelli sUllct'Mfully for the improvement of some ruder ports of Scot
land and l~lllnd , was ready to give every encouragement. The 
adventurers were divided into two companies; the o'ne from London 
for the southern, the other from Bristol nnd the west ror the northern 
parta of Virginia. The former were allowed «> choose any Spot 
between the thirty·fourth and forty-first degrees of liltitude; tho 
latter between the thirty-eighth and forty .fifth . Three deg~s lIe"1 
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thus common between both i but collision wu prevented by enmcling 
that wherever one had fixed its &eat, the other should chOO8e their! 
at least a hundred mile~ di,tant. From that lirst station, each com
p:my was to posseS!! lifty miles of coast c.n eilch side; their territory 
was thence to ~tretc.h the same distance inland, and the same out to 
8ea, including all islands within the range. These terma deserve 
notice, aa they seem to have been much misapprehended by Chal· 
men, Bancroft, and, indeed , most other writers. The coast was not 
divided between the companies, nor had either an exclusive right 
to their own portions beyond the space or a hundred miles square, 
which they were allowed to choose. This may serve to aC{luit SllC

cesaive princes of the repeated infractions of the charter with which. 
they have ooen charged. Within this range the associations ob
tained full property in all the lands, nnlural resources and objects of 
every kind, with only the uSllal exception of a fifth of the gold and a 
fifteenth of the copper. 'l'he revenue produced by lines and light 
import-duties was to be enjoyed by them for twenty-<lne years, after 
which it was to be paid into the royal treasury. 'l'hey were not. 
howner, invested with thoee kingly attributes which had been la
vished OD Gilben and Raleigh. James lodged the go.ernment in 
two councils, OM resident in England, the other in the colooy, and 
claimed the right of appointing both ; but, having uereised it in 
regard to the first, he allowed them to nominate the Virgioian mem· 
hers. He husied himself, moreover, in preparing a code of .. orders 
and instructions," a proceeding, as Mr. Chalmers observes, decidedly 
unconstitutional, but controverted by no one. The coloniats nnd 
their posterity were declared English subjects, yet were invested 
with no political rights, not even trinl by jury, unlesa in C8llital 
charges; minor offences were llunisbed arbitrnrily by the counciL 
'l'he English church was c:r.clusively established. Strict and laud
able injunctions were given for tile mild and equitable troalment of 
the natives. 

On thtl 10th of December, 1006, this famous expedition sailed 
.rom London, in three small vessels, and numbering a hundred and 
five persons. Among these were Georgo Percy, Gosnold. and 
CKptain John Smith. The whole wu commanded by Captain New
port. 

Unfortunately, tbe fair proapecla of this expedition were in the be
ginning clouded. through the caprice of tbe king. The names and 
instructioD.ll of the council had been encloaed in a box, which \vu 

http:instructioD.ll
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not 10 be opened until the expedition had auiTed at ita del!linalion. 
Consequently, no onl! could claim immediate command. The energy 
of Smith, with his open, manly bearing, led to hi. promotion as 
leader. He thus became an object of jealousy to those higher in 
ronk, who, on the pretence that he designed setting aside the coun
cil and assuming royalty, caused him CO be arrested and confined 
until lome time after the voyage. 

In April, 16()7, the colonists came in sight of America; but, in 
the endellTour to effect a landing. they encountered a Tiolent storm, 
which drove them tothe opcning of Chesapeake Bay. The magnificent 
pr08pect of this noble body of waler. 10 completely rovi.hed them, 
AS CO cause immediate forgetfulness of aU their misfortune$. After 
ascending it some distance. they entered a large river, which they 
named after the king, and .pent seventeen days in exploring it. A 
apot, fifty miles from its mouth, was cbosen as a place of settlement, 
and called JamCfltown . On landing, some Indiatul were seen, who 
tit firat Ihowed symptoms of hostility; but, soon becoming friendly, 
Ihey brought food and other nece!S8ries to their new viailONl. 

On opening the box of instructions, Smith's name was found 
among the council; but the jealousy of his rivals excluded him for 
f.OffiC time from his privileges. He, however, accompanied an expe_ 
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dition up tbe river, led by Newport, who vilited Powhatatl, l.u.t> 
the neighbouring ,tibeJ. They were received kindly, but, on re
turning to Jamestown, they found it in imminent danger of a con
tinued attack by several neighbouring tribe.. A ooule actually 
ensued in which one (0 boy) wa~ killed, lind seventeen wounded. 
The colonists then commenced the erection of 0 palisllde fort, which 
was finished in June. Scarcdy was this accomplished. when Smith 
..... as brought to trial on alleged charges of treo~on, but afler trinl IVOS 
honourablyacquittcd-W'ingfield, his accuser, being condemned to 
pay him n finc of £200, which Smilh generously threw into the 
common stock. I\1r. Hunt, tho clergyman, succeeded in producing 
at least (In npIJearance of harmony , cemented by parlO.klng logt'lhllr 

the Christian communion. 
On the 15th of June, Newport sailed for England, leaving the 

colonisls in a ~tale little better than nmlTchy. The soil was indeed 
fruitful; but, by an unhappy arrangement, nil the produce for the 
first five years was to be in common, and distributed by the counci] 
according to their respectil'e want!!. This system, by preventing all 
hope of personal advancement, other than that dependent upon the 
advlncement of the community, paralyzed all exertions. Raising 
ecnn::ely IIny crop the first year, th~y were dependent on the sup
plica from home, which were not only precarinus, but of inferior 
quality. A slender allowance of tbis unwholesome rood, bad river 
waler, Ilnd exposure to a new cliDlate, soon spread disease so widely 
that often ten men could not be found 61 for service. Before autumn, 
6fty of thei r number, including Gosnold, the projector of the set
tlement. had died. Loud murmurings were henrd on every aide. 
Wingfield, the president. W~ nccused of living in plenty. and even 
of meditating a departure while Olhers were starving. He was con· 
sequently deposed lind his place supplied by Hatcliifll , who. being of 
In et1Sy temper, left the whole management to Smith, which wal 

what the colooists desired. 
This celebl'l'lIed man soon gave ample proof that his admmistm

Lion was 10 be the dawn of bener things to tho colonists. On an 
expedition down the river, he procured a quanti ty of food, and being 
nttacked by !.he savages, repelled them in Buch II. manner liS to inspire 
!.hem with respect. 'I'hey lOught an alliance with him, and fur

nilhed II. boat-load of provisions. 
Smith returned just in time to prevent Wingfield and another 

&om seizing a. vessel and &ailing to England. His supplies, with , 
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flocks of water-fowl which came at ~he approach of winter, reliel .J 
their wanta; and having in his rambles diacovered the great ril'~r 
Cbickahominy. he determined to explore it to its source, not, it is said. 
witbout a hope of thereby reaching the South Sea, viewed then as 
the grand source of wealth . He was impelled. it WIl8 imagined, by 
the launta of some of his enemies in the colony, but we rather think 
only by hia own adventurous spirit. He ascended first in his barge. 
then in a canoe, and twenty miles on foot, altend~d only by his Ind ian 
guides. But three hundred naLives, who had traced his steps, aur. 
priaed and dispersed his psrty, and then came auduenly upon tum
self. He made astonishing efforts fo r safety, lind fO.:ltening with his 
garters 0. native ally to his person, presented him to the enemy oa a 
buckler; then he ran to the canoe. which he would have reached. 
had he nO' suddenly Bunk. in 0. deep morass, where he was over. 
taken. and, to escape from perishing with cold. obliged to surrender. 

Ho had now reason to conaider his last hour approaching, Hnd 0. 

circle hlld, in facl , been formed to shoot him. With characteristic 
presence of mind he asked for the chief, showed his comJloss-dinl, 
pointed out its singular movements, and endeavoured to explain the 
corresponding phenomena of (he eanh and sky. Whether they 
", leretood these indiClltions or not, they were awed with astonish. 
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ment as if admitted \0 contemplate a supernatural object. On a 
signai from their Jeader, they laid down their bows and arrows, and 
led him under strict guard to tbeir capital. He was there exhibited 
to the women and children; and a wild war-dance Willi performed 
rou nd bim, in fantastic mt"osures and with frightful yells and contor
tions. He was then shut up in a long house, and supplied at every 
meal with as much bread nnd venison IlII would have dined twenty 
men; but, receiving no other sign of kindne-ss, he began to dread 
that they lVere fauening in order to eat him . Even without such a 
precise purpose, this festive entertainment is known among savages 
to be no uncommon prE'\ude to torture and death. T hey asked his 
aid in reducing Jamestown, while he sought un opportunity of 
malling his way thither. In the course of th is manCiluvering, a 
message sent to that place, gave him an opportunity to display the 
P OW NS of writing, which was considered by them as a species of 
magica.l spell. At length, after being paraded and exhibited in vari
0118 villages, he. was led to Pamullkey, the residence of powhatan. 
h was here his doom was sealed . The chief received him in pomp, 
wrnppt"\1 in II spacious robe of racoon skins, with aU the tails hang
in~ down. Behind, appeared two long lines of men and wo

Olen, willi faces pll.inted red. heads decked with white down, and 
necks quite encircled by chains of beads. A lady of rank presented 
water to wMh his hands, another a bunch of feathers to dry them. 
A long deliberotion was then held, and the result proved fatal. Two 
large stones were placed before Powhal.'lO, and by the united effutts 
of the attendants Smith was dragged to tbe spot, his head laid on 
one of them, and the migbty dub wos mised , a few blows of whicn 
were to termiuate his life. In tbis lost extremity, when every hope 
seemed pMt, a \'cry unexpected interposition took place. Pocahon
tas, the youthful and favourite daughter of this savage chief, was 
sei:.:ed with those tender emotions which form the ornament of her 
sex. Advancing to her fathe r, she, in the most earnest terms, sup
plicated mercy for the stranger; and though all her entreaties were 
lost on that savage heart, her zeal only redoubled. She ran to 
Sillith . took his head in her arms, laid he r own upon it, and declared 
Ihat the first death-blow must faB upon her. T he barbarian'a breast 
WIlS at length softened, and the lifu of the Englishman Wi'IS spared. 

Our adventurer, being naturally expecled to render some se rvices 
:n return for so great a boon, employed himself in makillg hatchets, 
beads. and other ornamenta for the falber and daughttlr. At the wd 



" 

:;TATE OF THB COLONY AT Slll'l'n'S RETuRN. !!17 

of IIvO daye, hu was conducted into II. large house, where, amid 
hideous and doleful noises, Powhatan rushed in, with two hundred 
attendanta, strangely disguised, and thei r faces blackened. 'Smith 
again thought hill last hour hod come, but the chief announced these 
all signs of peace lind friendship; and he was forthwith sent to 
Jamestown, on the 80le condition of transmitting thence two cul
verina and a millstone, II promise falt.hfully fulfilled . 

Smith found a majority of the colonists preparing to return to 
England. He adopted the mOllt energetic measures to prevent this, 
and, with the aid of lOme faithful adherents, pointed a gun at their 
vessel, declnring that she must either stop or sink. He also broke 
up n conspiracy, and sent the ringleaders to England. i\leanwhile, 
they were not left without support. Pocahontas constantly visited 
them with provisions; and soon Captain Newport Imired with a 
hundred nnd twenty emigronte nnd abundant supplies. 'J'he captnin 
visited Powhailln. lind opened with him II trade on liberal terms. 

Unfortunately. the new emigrants were not of the chnractcr pro
per for n youthful colony. They had visiled America for Ihe pur
pose of obwining gold; and to cultivnte the soil, or follow up plnns 
(or obtaining provisions. WIIS the last of their expectations or pur. 
p06e.. Bllving dirco\'ercd some yellow glittering earth, they ~nn 
guinely lupPOIed it to be gold dust. and, abandoning every thing 
else, began to lend their vessels willt it. Even the authority of 
Smith wal insufficient to wean them (rom this unhltppy mania . 

Unable to II.waken the colonists from their golden visions. Smith 
ctlrnmenced the exploration o( Chesapeake Bay, with It hope of 

.. T 
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communicating with the Pacific, and thence to India. Many diffi4 
cuities were experienced from the 8t'fagcs j and the adfenlurers 
were about returning when they uneJpectedly diSCOfPred the Poto
mac ri\·er. the prOllpect of which once more revived their hopea. 
They ascended it to the Falls, above the aite of Georgetown. entered 
the Rappahannock. find uplored it to a considerable di!l8nce. 
Smith subsequently exploTed the Susquehannah until stopped by 

catamcts. 
On his r('lurn Captain Smith was elected president, but WIIS soon 

interrupted in , the elercisc of his duties by tho arrival of Newport 
with. about seventy emigrents. two of whom weTO females. 1'his 
led to another futile expedition for tbe discoverY'of a passnge to tbe 
South Sea, undertaken in conformity with a desire of the London 
Company. which having expend(>d moro than £2000 on the colony, 
were now anxious fo r something like reimbursement. A cargo, con
sisting principally of timber, with 80me tar, glaas. and ashes, was sent 
to Enkland, although its falue little accorded with expectation. 

Having despatched the vessel. Smith applied himself \0 the pro
curing of food. He also contrived a plan for seizil'l.g Powhatan i 
but this was revealed to the monarch, who made Smith himself 
prisoner. He was a second time saved, only through the interces
sion of Pocahontas: but the fulingtl of the Indians were completely 
estmnged from their white neighbours. 

Meanwhile the eJertions of the patentees, and the general enthu
siasm kindled througbout the nation, enabled the company to equip 
an expedition of nine vE'S8E'1s and five hundred emigrants. Many 
distinguished individuals were ready to embark their fortunes in this 
enterprise; and, with the consent of the old members, the company 
was remodelled on a larger scale and under a new charter. The 
territory was augmented from a hundred miles of coast to four 

Jlundred. 
Lord Delllware. distinguished by his talents and virtues, W9.11 

no.med governor for life; nnd, as he could not depart immediately. 
Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George Summers were to rule in the 
mean time. The vessels set sail on the 16th of ~llIy. 1609, aDd 
seven arrived on the 11lh of August, at Jamellown; but unfortu
nately they had encountered a violent storm, in which two, having 
on boud Gates and Summers, were separntcd and thrown upon the 
Uennudlls. In their ahsence, Smith justly claimed the rule; but 
wany of the new comers, being bankrupts, spendthrifts . or CoIhers 
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seot nbrood for misconduct at home, were iodiS'posed to obey him. For 
some time, total annrchy reigned i but iUl evils at length became so 
grent, thnt he wos entreated to resume the government. He exerted 
himself to settle Ihe emigrnnts ad vnntageously, of whom two ponies, 
a hundred and twenty each, were settled lit NlllI~emond. lind nt the 
Falls of )'lmea River. Both. however, mismalUlged their affairs. 
quarrelled with the IndianS', nnd lost a number of their men; while 
they rejected all his efforts to remedy these disorders. In returning 
from the latter pluce. a bag of gunpowder burst and severely mnn. 
gled hi. peBoll. so that htl reached home in extreme torture. 1-If'Te 
he WIIS told that plots were forming againS'! his life. Unable. in hi6 
dl'bilitated state. to struggle against so mnny difficulties, be returned 



220 t;E'l'TLE:!dENT OP \'IROrnIA. 

to England, quitting for ever the colony which had been 10 much 
mdebted to him. He receiv('d at borne neither honours nor rewards. 
1'bo company. prepossessed by his numerous enemies, complained 
that he had brought nowenlth into their coffel'll, and had acted severely 
towards the Indians. Posterity has done him justice, perhaps some
what beyond his merits. His bold and acth'c spirit, with lIound prac.
tienl judgment. eminently qualified him for the ltation ; though . being 
rather hot and uncompromising in his temper, he excited bitter 
enmities. A conciliatory disposition and persuusive powers were, in 
such a situ8tion, almost indispensable to render his exertions effective. 
H is conduct towards the Indians was in general cu lpable. and. by the 
~oatility which it created, neutralized in Il. great measure hia eminent 

services. 
H is eulogium, however, WIlS f(Ju nd in the stale of the colony afler 

his departure. Only about thirty or forty acres were cultivated; 
the shi(lll had brought grain in limited quantit~" and much spoiled 
during the u.nfortunate voyage. The Indians, no longer overawed 
by the late president. not only refused supplies. but killed many set
tlers. T hus there enaued a dreadfu l famine, long fearfully remem
bered under the Dame of the" Starving Time." Many were im
pelled to the horrid resource of devouring the bodies of the dead ; 
nay, there are dark imputations of murder committed under this 
fearful impulse. Vessels sent along the riverl were either su nk or 
the crews beaten by the aM'ages. Virginia seemed a devoted soi l. 
Of the flourishing colony of fh'e hundred persons, there remained 
only sixty" moat miserable and poor creatlues." A fter a large ex
penditure and succeSl!ive arrivals of emigmnts, it had returned 

nlm06t into its original insignificance. 
In ?\Iay, Gates and Summers arrived from the Bermudas. Their 

scanty stock afforded 0. few dllYs ' subsistence to the settlers, beyond 
which o.ppeared no prospect but thllt of famine. In this extremity, 
the colonists determined to Bail for Newfoundland. and embarki ng. 
(June 6.) were steering down the OOy. where they met with the 
long.boat of Lord Ddnware. who bad just arrived with n reinforce· 
ml'nt and large supplieB, to take command. 'I'his opportune occur
rence restored satisfaction, and the wise and patl'rnni chamcter of 
Lord Delaware's administmtion for a time gave prosperity to the 
sctt)etnent. But this exceHent nobleman was SOO t\ arter taken ill, 
and obliged to relUrn to England. He left Percy in command, who 
v,"1lS succeeded by Sir Thomas Dale. He continued in office unti l 



.221 MARnIAGE OF POCABOXTAS. 

the arri.,al of Bir Thomas Gates with six ships. three hundred .'ml
grants, and II. hundred callie. 

'Vith l ome of the new comers, Dale now undertook a voy:!gc up 
the river. and founded a lIettlement which he n:lmed Henrico in 
honour of tha Prince of Woles. A romantic nnd pleasing el·ent. 
of this expedition may be considered the termination of the lung 
hostility wit,h the native Iribes. An enterprising f\(\val offic.·r Mmed 
Argall contrived 10 inveigle on board his 1ft'ssd the Princes.!! Poc:!
honto s. and, notwithstanding her tears and entreaties. carried hcr to 
lnmeSlown. Sho was wel[ trented, but the English refused to tl' 

lease her, except .for :In exorhitant ransom. Powh!ltnn, wid\ nn 
independence of soul ,which showed true greatn{'ss, refus{'d to. listen 
to any terms while his favourite child was a captive. Th~ un
fortunate breach seemed hourly widening. AI this crisia, l\'Ir. John 
Rolfe, a rcspectllble young nIan, was smitten with her dignifitd 
demeanour, and found no difficulty in gaining her nlfections. Their ' 
marriage wo.s a source of uultotion 10 the colonisls. nnd made Pow
hatan their firm friend cI'er afterward. Tbe you\bful bride became .. 
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• believer in the truths of Christinnity, and Wil.l baptized under tne 
nnme of Rt'becca, to which the English prefixed La.dy. She was 
taken to Englund, introduced to the royal family, and, for IIOrne time, 
bccnme the object of universal nttcntion. In 1716, she went to em
bark at Gravt'send i hut Ihe was Myer again 16 behold ber native 
shore. Sudden illneS!! carried her olf in a few days. She left a 
Ion in tht' colony, wbose offspring is now numerous, and tbe descent 
from whom is the boast of many Virginia fnmilies. It is wonhy of 
note, however, that, notwithstanding the populnrity of this marriage, 
Ilnd the scarcity of ft'males in the settlement, Rolfe's example was 
never followed. 

Gates and Dale abolished the system of community labour, Ilnd 
gave to each family a piece of ground for its own cultivation. This 
revived industry, and every thing began to nsaume 0. n~w aspect. 
They soon disco\'ered tobacco i and, in ono ycar, this npparently 
nauseous weed did more to enrich the company nnd the colony 
iuelf, than did all the fancied mines of gold and mnrla of commerce. 
during the whole period that Virginia was n colony. 

N 	1016. Sir '1'. Dale died, and was 
succeeded hy Sir George Yeardley, 
II.S deputy. Lord Delawnre also 
died, in sailing for Jamestown. 
The government then devolved 
upon Argall. 0. hrave and success
ful no:\'al commander, hut of 0. 

temper too haughty and oyerbear 
ing. He became so unpopular that 
the compnny were ohliged to au per

serle him, and the regulation of atl"airs again devolved on Yeardley. 
The oppression of Argall led to the petitioning for 0. new consti· 
lution, which, after long delay, the company granted. This instru 
ment was so framed as to secure the coJoni~l!J in a great measu re 
Ilgain~t any proceeding controry to their views. The i-louse of 
Assembly was to conaist of the governor, 0. council appointed by the 
corporation nt home. and two representtltives from each borough. 
As this meeting Ilmounted to twenty-one, while the delegates lrom 
eleven boroughs were twenty-two, the company had only to gain one 
of the latter in order to have the full dictation of en:ry metu,tlre. 
,rarious other privileges were granted, all secu ring more or Jess the 
rights of the colonists. The con~uence. were soon apparent 
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Their number continually increased. the area of the settlement was 
extended. and the arrival of a considemble number of fem ales gnvu 
a stability. an appeamnce of home to the town, wbich it hnd Dot 
yet enjoyed. 

During tbis period of prosperity, a storm WM brooding over the 
cOlony in a quarter little suspected. We have seen the beneficial 
etfecLS of Rolfe's marriage, io iLS reconcil iation of the Indian.. So 
perfect had tbis become. Ihat the two mces seemed blended into one, 
Ihe Indians entering at pleasure into the houses of the plnnters, bor
rowing their arme and materials, and frequently Te9iding with them 
fo r acme days. But, in reality, a fearful change had taken place. 
and Ihe red men had determined on the IIlIer extinction of Ihe 
colony. PowhaUin was dead; and hi3 wn Opecanconough , under 
apparent friendsh ip, concealed the most deadly hatred . All tho 
causes of this aitemtion it is impoesible to ascertain ; but, no doubt, 
a purt wrlS owing to the conduct of the seu[ers, and the fears excited 
by their mpid increase. 

The In·!ians appointed a day in which a genl'ml maasacre of Ihe 
wbiles was 10 be llerpetmted. The secret was kept with the pro
found diuim ulnlion wbich chamclcrizes $I1vage vengennC6; and, 
lIeveml days berore, Opecancanough had declared tbal lhe heaven. 
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would fall before he would altn his affection for the English. T. 
tho last moment, his subject! continued visiting, conversing, and 
holding the most friendly intercourse with those whom they were 
about to slay. 

One exception LO this genernl hatred sDved the colony. A gentle 
man, named Pace, had an Indian domestic, whom he had not only 
treated with peculiar kindness, but had converted to the Christian 
religion. Being LOld, late fit night, LO murder his master nut day, 
be rose from his bed and disclosed the plot. Pflce immediately 
arose, procured a boot, aud, crossing to lame'town, revealed the 
conspiracy. The notice Will too short, however, to wflm all the 
remote stltLlements. and on thesc the etorrn fell in full fury. Min· 
gling liS usual with the seulers, they succeeded in completely sur· 
prising them , and, with the implements of husbllndry, struck them 
dead before they were conscious of danger. T he dreadful work 
continued until three hundred and forty·seven men, women, and 
children were massacred, and all the colony was filled with alarm. 
This event, known as the Great Massacre , occnrred April 1, 1622. 
It was followed by II wur of e:ttermino.tion againat the Indians, which 
resulted in the e:r.tinction or emigration of nearly all the tribes in the 
,icinity of l ameltown. 
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In addi tion 10 Ihls misfonune, the company were soon called 10 
breast anotber storm more potent than In dian hatred. This was the 
king's oppoeition . Being one of the vainest and most arbitrary 
sovereigns tbat ever sat on the English throne, James could not look 
with apathy upon the increuing prosperity of a company whose 
views of government and royal prerogntive were far more republj. 
enn than his own. The dispute first commenced about the appoint. 
ment of officers-Jamea claiming this right for himself. He then 
attempted to monopolize the tobacco trade. The controversy con. 
tinued until Hl2tJ, when the company Wa! dis.solved , and Virginia 
made 11 royal government . 

• 



OHAPTER XV. 

VIRGINIA TILL TfiB PEAOE o:r 1763. 

HE arbitrary schemes of King James were 
interrupted by hi, dealn, which. occurred 
April 6, 1625. His succeSsor, Charles L. 
entertained similar idens regarding his capa· 
city fo r gove rnment, but was more fickle in 
disposition. Although he did not interfer .. 
with the colonial constitution, yet be endea
voured to monopolize the tobacco tmde. and 

was prevented from doing so only by an earnest remonstrnnce from 
the governor, council, and burgeucs. On tbe death of Yenrdley, 
Ul 1627. West and Pott were 8utc6511i,ely elected by ,1-) ...cuncll. .. 
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John Harvey was appoi nted by Charles in 1029, hut he became so 
unpopular as to be sent to Englund . in 1636, loaded with charges. 
A trilll reaulled in his triumphant acqu ittal. He was then reinstated, 
and after continuing the adminislration for two years, was succeeded 
by Sir Francis Wyatt. After another period of two yean, the 
government devolved (February, 1642) on Si r William Berkeley. 
His a~eujon gave uni\'ersnl satisfaction; and, although bigotted 
with regard to religion and eduClltion, he seems to have been the 
most popular of any of the Virginian governors. 

Ever since the dreadful ffi8..Sllacre of 1622, a vindictive warfare had 
been wagcd Il,(!llinst the Indians, chiefly by predatory incursions into 
tlieir territory; and in the yent ]643, the Assembly voted that nG 

tClfInt, of pence with them should be entertained. That unfortunate 
peoplc, driven to despair,lIgain entered into a geneml confederacy, 
hoping. by a sudden attack, to cut off the hated race who had seil!t'd 
their lnnds. This step could uot now be reproached with treD.Chery, 
nor could SUSllicion be lulled by professions of friends hip; yet 
through their habits of deep disaimulation, they, in some degree, 
effected a surprise. About three hundred colonists were killed; but 
as soon aa the maill body were urouled. the savage aasailanUl were 
completely dert!ated, punued into their own country, and Opecanca
Mugh , their king, tnken prisoner. 'I'hough well treated , he fell 
indignant at the multitudes who were allowed to come into his pri
lon, and IlIItiafy their curiosity by "iewing his person; asauring 
Berkeley, that, hod fortune reversed their litUAtion, he woulc not 
ha.ve meanly exhibited his captive as a Ihow. A brutal soldier pIU 
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an end to his lifa by shooting him In the back; and the Indians 
,,,ere now so far ovcl1lwed. tbal the governor, in 10'l6, could impose 
a trenty, including an e~tensi\'e cession of territory. 

This unpropitious affai r was succeeded by n period of unusual 
t ranquillity, during which tile colony increased grt!atly . A writer, 
in 1&19, estimates the population at about fifteen thousand, ond 9ltl.leS 

that therc were twenty thousand head of cllulc, three th ousand sheep, 
fil'c thousand goats, hogs aod poultry innumerable, wilh about two 
hundred horses and mares of an excellent breed. Wheal IVa, raised 
for subsistence in considerable quantities, but tobacco was Ihe staple 
fo r sale. The planations rcached about R hundred miles along the 
riTer, having upon it fronts of va ry ing extent, but each stretching 

backward about tlVO thousand yards. 
In the contest between Charles and the Republican9, Virginia 

took part ·with the crown.; and on the death of the monarch, boldly 
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declared for bis exiled son . Disputes wilh the Long Parlinment 
followed , but were interrupted by tbe diuolulion of thai body. 
F inal/y, howevtr, the Virginians obtained a complete amnesty; lind 
the Protector even ext#hdt'd to them severa l impormnt priviJegtl. 
The republic WIIS, however, alwllys unpopular; and, after the expul. 
sion of Richa rd, Cromwell's son, the Virginians gladly returned to 
thei, old allegionce. 

Ati the colonisttl hnd been IIrnong the most tltrenuous supporters 
of the crown, it wns nntural to suppose that they would receive 
from it a (ull recognition of their loyalty, and confirmation of all 
(ormer rights. In this they were disappointed. The Church of 
England was e:Jclusively estnb1ished , the right of suffrage abridged, 
general education ditlcouruged, commerce limited to the mother coun. 
try. and severnl odious monopolies established. 

An internal cause al ill more cruel!y interrupted the soccen of th(' 
colony. 'J'he Indinns, once so hostile, had (or a long time been 
o\'erawed or conciliated; but the Susquehannas. a singularly fierce 
tribe, having been driven from the north by the F ive Nations. began 
to commit deprNIations upon the fr'ontiers . The coloniSItl on the bor
der. posgening. doubtless. much of the lawle~s character of hock
settler8. violently retaliated. Six chiefs. sent by the Indians to treat 
for peace. were eiud and put to death ; and the just indignation e:\". 
prt"sscd by Berkeley lit this outrage gave great offence. After war 
had raged aome time. that people again made pacific ovet1urt'tl, 
but without succcn. The go.-ernor, however. endeavoured to 
aecond their object, and 10 mitigate tbe ferocious spirit wbich nol\' 
animated the colonisUl. 1'hese humane efforts wert" adverse to their 
present dispoeition. and lost to him that popula rity which he hnd 
so long enjoyed, while his views and even his errors were in unison 
with theirs. 'J'he consequences soon proved disastrous. 

Nathaniel Bacon, of a respecmb!e family in Suffolk, carricd 
out the unusual fortune of £ 1800, and, possessing an uncommon 
,o;IJare of address. eloquence, nnd intelligence, acquired great influ
ence and a scat in the council. Having formed a border plantation 
on the upper part of lames River, he found the war raging with 
the Indians, who carried it on with their usual crueltiet. III. informed 
perhaps or the wrongs by which they had been impelled , he sym
pathized with the tlufferinga of his countrymen. and entertained an 
eager desire {or revenge. A farm of his own being attacked, and 
the servant killed. h~ took up 8fms without the knowlerlge of 

" 
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Berkeley, and rallying around him all inspired by similnr sentt
ments, was soon althe head of five hundred men. The go\'ernor 
announced this armament ns rt'bellious, and issued a mandate to 
disperse, which was partly obeyed. His attenlion WIIS distracted, 
however, by a rising of the popular party in the lower province, to 
resiat the aristoCratic ascendant. The twO interest.a became united; 
and the government, unable to re! ist., were obliged to agree Ihllt the 
A!sembly, baving now sat an exorbitant time, .hould be diuoh'ed, 
and a new one elected. The result was favourable to the popular 
side ; universal !uffrage was reslored; all arbitrary taxation wns 
nbolished j and various abuses Buppreased, though without any vin
dictive proceedings against their authors. Bacon hod at first been 
made prisoner j but on 80 strong a manifcstation of the Assembly's 
will, he was set at liberty, lind e\'cn promised a commission; hut 
this was ultimately rcfused. Ho then secretly withdrew, and as
sembled five or six hundred men, with whom he became complete 
master of the sent of governmem. Sir 'Villiam strenuously re
listed ; and, with the boidnesl of nn old cavalier, bared his breast 10 

bis adversary, saying," A fair mark- shoot I" Bncon declnred they 
did not wish to hurl a hair of his head , but on ly desired a commie· 

.•ion to save their lives from the Indians. The authority was ~mnled 
to him , and he marched to the frontier. 
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AI 8OOn, however, aa tbe immediate pressure wu removed, tho 
governor, I'IIshly aa it would seem, publi!hed a proclamation, re
veraing aJl the proceedings of the Auembly. and again decJ8rin~ 
Bacon 8 traitor. Thi. step immediately kindled a civil wor. Tbat 
daring ch ief marched back toward. Jamestown, and was joined by 
numerous adherenta of the popular dass. The property oflhe roy· 
alista Wil l confiscated, their wi\'es seized. and carried along wjth tbe 
troops as hOl!lIIges; find these violences being retaliated, wide de
vastation was spread over the country. Berkeley, meantime, hlld 
auembJed in Ihe capital his friends, with some seamen landed {rom 
vessol. in the hflrbour. Here, however, they were soon besieged, 
and, being r('pul8ed in a sally, found themselves no mnlch for the 
hardy borderera. II was necessary to evacuate the town during the 
night, and wilhdmll' hi. entire force 10 the eastern shore, le~\Ving the 
whole we.t in possession of the insurgents. 

AeON now acted entirely es ruler of Virginia, and de
claring the governor to have abdicated, .ummoned 
an assembly to his own name. It was determined 
to re.ist any attempts from the mother-country to 
restore Berkeley to power, and, indeed, Ihe resolu
tion \VllfI almO!!t find to throw off ita yoke alto 

gelher. As Jamestown might afford a position for establisbing ar 
English {orce, the violent measure was adopted of devoting it to the 
flames. 'I' his was executed witb such ruthless determination, that 
th~ fires being kindled in the night, there remained in the morning 
ecarcely a vestige of that original capital, which has nevcr again 
reared its head. Nothing now appeared to remain but 10 crosa the 
river and drive before them the ,discouraged remnant of Berkeley'S 
forces . Suddenly, however, the leader sickened, and. after a short 
.llnees, died; a caU1strophe that put an end to the insurrection, 
which, after all, had not any deep root among the nation. Its tem. 
pomry succeu seemH to have been owing to the union of tho border 
settlen with the popular faction; but the laller, forming still a de
cided minority. could not permanently support it. Several of the 
leader. attempted to make a stand, but were succelJ:!!ively reduced 
and taken by Beverley, an active royalist chief. The governor, 
whose feelings seem throughout the whole transaction to have been 
greatly excited, acted now with excessive rigour. Twenty persona 
were hanged. and it is supposed a greater number would have en. 
iured the same punishment, had not the Assembly presented aD 
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address, entreating "that he would Ipill no more blood." Qne of 
the deputies said, .. had we let him alone, he would hn~e hanged 
half the country." Charles II., whOle dilpOlition wu not cruel, 
excinimed, "tbe old fool bns taken away more lives than I for the 
murder of my fatber." and issued a proclamBtio,! censuring hi. con
duct as derogatory to bis clemency. Sir 'ViJliam WIIS recalled , and 
his place temporarily supplied by Colonel Jeffereys, who, with two 
otbers. constituted a ~mmission of inquiry. They seem to have 
made it very searching, with even a friendly disposition towards the 

i people. T he different counties were invited ~o produce statements 
of grievances, and the records of the Assembly were forced from 
their clerk. A report was drawn up, in which, while the conduct 
of the insu rgents was strongly condemned, that of the governmen t 
and several members of the council was 11.110 censured. TheM. 
reflections against Berkeley are supposed to have hastened his 
d...· lh. which took place before he had an interview with the king. 
'l'he AliSI;:mbly passed a vote, declaring tbat he had been an excellent 
governor, and recommended a grant to Lady Berkeley of £300 
Jeffereys. during his sbort administration, put an end to the Ind ian 
war. After the death of Charles I., some royalist nohlemen obtain· 
ed a grant of the territory between the Potomac and Rappahannock. 
known o.s the NOrlh Neck, for the purpose of affording a refuge t& 
tbeir adherents. This right was afterwards sold toLordsCulpeppel 
nnd Arlington. The colonists remonstmted against ii, as a violation 
of their charter; but Charles confirmed it by the appointing of Cul
pepper governor for life . He was avaricious and despotic i and tht:. 
office fi nally reverted to the crown. The colony remained in mthel 
an unsettled state until 1692, when its maOllgemCnt was conferred 
on Sir Edmund AndrOll . He aeems to bave conducted himself, 
du ring the six years of his administration, with prudence and abi
lity . His successor, Nicholson, having formed a scheme of unit ing 
the setliementll into a union fo r Jll.utual defence, which displeased 
the Assembly. was deposed, lind the government given to tho Ellori 
of Orkney , who held it as a sinecure thirty.six years. 

Virginia, from th is period till the peace of 1763. enjoyed an almost 
uninterrupted prosperity. She was engaged in military opemtiolls 
sgainst the French Ilnd their Indian allies j but as these were com
mon to th~ whole range of Slates, we prefer to make them, with some 
other mutters, the subject of 8. general chllpter. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

MARYLAND• 

.t.j'"-~11l<G1N1A, under the second cbancr, Wll8 u
tended so as to embrace in its BTell the 
wbole of the present state of Maryland. 
In the territory ftround Chesapeake Bay 
11 valuable trade was clI.cried on with tbo 
Indians, principally by William Clayborne. 
n. lucreyor of the Virginia Company, and 
member of the council. Under direct 
license from the crown, he built 11 number 

of eSll1bJishmen!' on the bay, the proceeds of which were highly 
beneficial to the colony. 

This profitllbl~ trade was interrupted by tho grant of II. chlnter to 
Sir George Cnlvert, the first Lord Baltimore, for the land extending 
from the Potomac to the fortieth degree of naMh latitude, to be called 
Maryland. in honour of the queen. Sir George, having died before 
the grant WB S fully mnde out, was succeeded by his son Cecil, who 
immediately devOIed 011 his exertions for the good of the future 

10 112 = 
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colony. The expenses rrom his own funds smounted to £20,000, snd 
an equal sum was raised among his rriends. 'Yarned by Virginian ' 
disasters. he avoided, rrom the first, all chimerical projects, and placed 
his t'8tablishment entirely on an agricultural basis. Everyone who 
carried out five persons, male or remale, paying their expenses. 
(about £20.) was to receive a thousand scree. Those defraying 
tbelt own charges got a hundred acree ror themaelves, and the some 
for every adult member of their fomily; for children under eix years, 
fifty acres. The rent was two shillings ror each one hundred acres. 

In November, 1633, Leonord Caherl set soi! with the first emi
grants, consisting of about two hundred persons, including a son of 
Sir T homas Gerard, one or Si r Thomas 'Viseman, and two of Lady 
'Vintour. In February, he touched nt Point Comfort. in Virginia, 
where his orriva! was by no means acceptabll'; nt'vertheless, Sir 
John Harvey, in obedience to the express orders of Charles, gnve 
him 8. courteous reception. Early in Morch, he entered the Poto
mac, to the Indians on the shores of which the sight of so lorge a 
vessel was quite new, and eti.used the utmost astonishment. The 
report W3S, that a canoe Wt"IS approe.ching ss big as an island, witb 

.rnen standing in it as thick as trees in II. forest ; and they thought 
with amazement how enormous must have been the trunk out of 
which it had been hollowed. A piece of ordnance, resounding fo r 
the lirst time on the shotes of this mighty river, caused the whole 
country to tremble. 'J'he intercourse, however, appeal'll to have 
been judiciously conducted, and WIIS, on the whole, very smicable. 
Calvert sniled up to PisC8taqun, sn Indian settlement nearly opposite 
the present site of Mount Vernon, where the chief received him 
with kindnes!, saying, "he would not bid him go, neither would he 
bid him stuy ; he lI1ight usc his own discretion ." On reflection, he 
considered the place too far up the river, and, therefore, the vessel 
woe moved down to a tributary namf.'d then St. Of.'orges, now St. 
Mary's. Ascending it four leogues, he came to a considerable 
Indinn town, named Yoocomoco j nnd, being hospitably received, 8S 

well as pleased with the situation, he determined to fi:< his colony 
there. The werowarme accepted on invitation on board, and Sit 
John Harvey having just arrived from Virginio, the chief was led 
down to the cabin, and seated at din"e r between the two governors. 
An alarm having spread among the people on shore, that h~ was de
tained Ill! Ii prisoner, they mnde the banks echo with shouts of 
alarm j the Indino atlendnnts dUl'lIt not go to them, but when he 
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himst'lf appeared on deck, they were satisfied. He beCllme 10 much 
lIttnched to the Engljlth, as til. declare, that if they should kill him, 
he would not wish hit death aVE'llffed, being sure that he must hal'e 
deserved his folE' . 

Amid these dispositions, it was not difficult to nt'gotiate lhe 
(ormation of II. sculement. ]for hatchets, hoes, knive!', clotb, and 
other otliclcs of prebably very small original cost, the strongers 
11 11.1 only obtnined a large Imct of land. but were allowed by the 
inhabitants to OCCU jJy immediotely one holf of their village. with 
the corn growing adjacent to iI, and . at the end of horvest, were 
to receive the whole. 1'hus the English were at once comfortably 
established, without those severe hardships which usually attend nn 
infant eeldement. 

The colony thus commenced enjoyed privileges to which Virginil!. 
had been a stmnger. Her charter secured the great privilege of 
perfect freedom of opinion in religious matters, the right of suf
frage, the IIppointrnent of officers by the crewn, and a petmlmenl 
exemption from all royal (nntion. 
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1636, the Assembly met lit St. Mary'.; 
but the record of their proceedings 
is now loet. Immediately after, Clay
borne refused to submit to Clllvert's 
government, and at length appeared 
in arms to maintain the right of 
possession in his territory. A ski r
mish occurred in May, in which 
a few on each side were killed, 
lind Clayborne's party taken prison

ers. Their leader fled to Virginia, and, on being demanded by the 
Ma.ryland Assembly, was sent to England for tr ial. The Assembly 
seized his lands and declared him a traitor. Clayborne appealed to 
the crown, but, after a full hearing, the case wu decided against 
him, and his estates re\'erted to Lord Baltimore. 

These difficulties were scnrcely suppreued, when others, little 
less formidable, occurred with the Indians. These increased to 
8uch an alarming utent, that, in 16'12, all the neighbouring tribes 
were arrayed against the colony. The disgusting scenes attendant 
on savage warfare continued until 16<14, when they were happily 
terminated by a treaty. the conditionl of which, and some aCla of 
Assembly immediately following, seem to prove that the evil had 
ariacn entirely from the interested proceedings of indi'fiduilis. The 
prohibition of kidnapping the Indians, and of selling arms to them, 
show the E'Iistence of these culpable practices. This peace was of 
long duration, and the Maryland government seems, on the whole, 
10 have acted more laudably towards the red men than any other, 
except that of Penn . 

In J645, Clayborne returned to l\Isrylnnd , raised a. re,*lIion, and 
drove the governor into Virginia. A lleriod of disorder ensued 
until the summer of 1646, when the government was restored. A 
season of prosperity followed until 1650. when still further security 
was given to political freedom, by dividing the As!embly into two 
houses, composed of the governor and council in one, and the bur
gesses elected by the people in the other. 

'l'he suppression of royalty in England seems to have acted un
favoumbly to Maryland. The parliament aent a number of com
missioners to reduce the territory to obediencE" i among these wss 
Clayborne. Governor Stone was twice removed. 'fhe great reli
giou! ~cts organized themselves into parties, and a proecriptioD W8.S 
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commenced against the Catholics. The go,ernor raised an annea 
force, seized tho colonial archives, and marched against hill oppo
nents ; but, in a battle fo ught near the site of Annapolis, his pany 
werc dispersed and himself taken prisoner. FoUl of his men were 
executed. 'rhe disturbances continued until 1600, when the upper 
houae of the legislature was dissolved. and the entire management of 
affairs dt:volved upon the popular branch. This continued until the 
Hestofntion of Charles 1I., when the old order of adminislrution WAS 

restored, the proprietor reinstated , and peace secured by a gencro l 
amnesty for all offences. Emigration was renewed with considerable 
activity, especially among the labouring cwsses, who, under indentures 
for a term of yeara, had the expenses of their voyage defroYt!d. 

'Vhen the Hevolution occurred in England, the Protestants of 
Maryland, inspired with new courage, l'06e in arms, o,erturned tho 
gOl'ernment , and substitu ted a provisional one. King W illiam, who 
doubtless had an interest in favour of the insurgents, ga ve his entire 
III1nction to their proceedings and took the government into his own 
h!l.nds. After a short tenure by Andros, it was directed during lix 
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years by Nicholson, who. on the whole, gave aati.!Jfll.clion. The Pro
tcatallla considered tbeir wrongs IlS redressed, nor do we hear of any 
complnin\.S from the opposite party. Under the luccessi'l'lI. admi
nistrations of Bla.ckeston, Seymour, Corbet, and Hunt, the province 
continued tranquil and contented. In 1716, the inheritance having 
fallen to Charles, Lord Baltimore, who professed the l'rotestant relI
gion, George l. was induced to rcstore hill patent, which continued 
till the Revolution in the hands of the fnmi ly . It was first ruled by 
B. Leonnrd Calvert, II. relation of the proprietor, who WIlS euceeeded 
in 1732 by Samuel Ogle. The colony continuing to flourish . reo 
ceived a large accession of P resbyterians from the north of i reland. 
who, after settling in Pennsylvanio , aold their l,ossessions nn~ 
removed to this more favourable climate. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

MASSACRUSETl'S. 

1606, Sir George Popham was sent from Eng
land. by the Plymouth Company, with II hundred 
men, to form II colony in America. He chose 0 

sito on the Kennebec; and, with forty.five of his 
company, commenced II settlement, under the 
name of St. George. During the winter, they 
endured groat sufferings from cold and famine; 

their president died, nnd the slore-house was consumed by fire. 
The settlement IV88 consequelltly abandoned in the following year. 
But for n 8eries of unforeseen calamities, this n:te~lpt would probably 
have given New England n priority, in point of age. to Virginia. 

No further nttempt was made at colonization in thiS quarter, until 
1614, when Captain John Smith visited it in two ships, established 
II. lucrative trade with tbe Indians. and explored the interior, togetbol 
with tbe coast from Cape Cod to the Penobscot. Ho nllmed I 

'" 
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country New England, and prepared a map of it, which is Itill 
extant, and is strikingly oorrecl io nil its outlines. 

On his re tu rn, he succeeded in rousing 8 spirit of entt>rprise. 
which. for a wbile, promised the most flattering results. Smith 
sailed the following year, under the auspices of the Plymouth Com
pany. bill was driven back by storms. On a second attempt, his 
crew mutinied, and, while engaged in quelling this new danger, his 
ahip was llllized by French rimles, and he eleaped only by menns 
of tiD open boot. On his tcturn to Eugland. he wos appointed life 
ndmiml of the colony, nnd obtai ned n chnrler (1620) for settling all 
lands between the fortieth lind forty-eighth degrees of north liltitude. 

Meanwhile, inlluences were in operation which, although appa· 
rently insignificant, were to outstrip royal patents in the march of 
colonization, and found a colony on the wild shores of New Eng. 
land, whose potency was to be ft"alized throughout America. T he 
Puritans, driven from their own country by religious intolerance, 
had settled in Holland, in 1008, and, for eleven years, lived in hllp
piness under their pastor, John Robinson . Unable, however, to feel 
at home, in a country whose laws, customs, and language were on
tirely dilTerent from their own, these men obtained a grant of land 
from the London Company, and permission to emigrate. The king, 
however, remained hostile, and want of funds obliged them to form 
a pnrtnership, on very disadvantageous terms, wit h sorne English 
merchants. 'f hey were thus enabled to purchase the vessels 
Speedwell (sixty tons) nnd Mnyftower (1\ hundred and eighty-tons), 
the former of which sailed to Delfthat'en, to take on board the breth 
ren .. The departure was a solemn and impressive lCene. Kneel
ing on the ~trand , in presence of his noble·heaned foll owers. so soon 
to dare the horrors of II. savage wilderness, and eurrounded by thou
sands of apectntors, the venerable Robinson dedicated their cause to 
God, and gave them hie parting blessing. Many a tenr was shed 
as companions, endeared by years of persecution, adversity, and afflic· 
tion, parted, with but lillie prospect of ever again uniting. 'fhe two 
vessels joined nt Southampton, 8T\d thence proceeded on tht'ir grest 
western voyage ; but, before they reached the Land'! End , the 
Speedwell was obliged to put back to Dartmouth for repairs. After 
a second trial the captain aguin pronounced her unfit for the voyage, 
lind sailed for Plymouth. T hese disasters and alarms. though in
volving the loss of much precious time, " winnowed their number 
of tht: cowardly and the lukewarm i" and they fin:tlly set sail in one 
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vessel, (Septembe r 16, 1620,) numbering II. hundred and 1""0 per-
IOns. 

They had a tempeBtuou~ vOyllge, and though their destinalioD wu 
th~ mouth of the Hudson, tbey arrived, on the 19th of November, 
in view of a great promontory, which prove(l to be Cape Cod. The 
captain, it haa been aUeged, had received II. bribe from the Dulch to 
.-roid a place where they projected II. seltlement. Of this, howeyer, 
the adventurers being ignorant. were comforted by the view of a 
goodly land, wooded to the water's edge . • Whales 80 abounded, that 
had the crew possessed means and instrumenta, which, to their great 
regret, were wanting, they might have procured £4000 worth of 
oil. They aniled on toward their destination, but being driven bll.ck 
by conlmry winds, determined to go ashore. Previously, however, 
Ihey sought to obviate the danger of discord by II. mutual agreement, 
in tho nume of God, to combine into a body politic i framing and 
duly observing laws for the general good. 

They IlInded on the 21st, but being informed thai more commo
dious spota might be found 10 the north.west, in the interior of Ihe 
great l30y of Maasach useus. they determined that a aelcct party 
Ihould proceed in tho Ihallop in aearch of them. Tn.e boat, bow
ever, was in auch dinepair that il could not saillill the end of two 
or three weeki i sixteen of them, therefore, reaolved to make an e.J.. 

cunion IOto the interior. 1'hey met no natives, but fOllDd on a hill, 
half-buried in the ground, several haskell filled with ears of com 

a x 
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pllrt or wbicb they carried away. meaning to IItltisry the owneD on 
tbe til1lt opportunity. wbich unluckily never occurred. They saw 
many gE'ese and ducks, but were unable to reach tbem; Dnd being 
exposed to severe cold. bastily returned . Soon after. they started 
for the same spot. named Cornhill. in the neighbourhood of which 
they collected teD bushels of grain, esteemed a providential supply. 
They lighted upon a viltage without inhabitants; but tbe houses 
wJ!re neatly conslructed of young saplings benlat lap, as in an ar· 
bour, and covered withoul and within with fine mu.ts. Eagles' 
claws, deer's {eet. and harts' horns, were etuck inlo them as charms 
and ornaments. 'l'hey then regained their boat, and 8Ililed round to 
the sh ip. Some of their number urged that they should remain al 

• least during 	we winter in this creek, where corn and fish. could be 
procured, while many were disabled by sicknen for funher removal. 
The majority, however, observed that water was scarce, und the 
anchorage for ships too distant; that they had every chance of find· 
ing a better situation, and to fix here and then remove would be 
doubling their labour. On the 16th of December, therefore, the 
sba110p being at length ready, a chosen party set sail. After p~ 
ceeding six or seven leagues, they reuhed a hoy forming a good. 
harbour, but without It 'stream 'falling into it. Seeing some Indian 
wigwams, they followed, but could not reach tbe people, and found 
only a large burying.place. They returned 10 sleep ot the landing. 
place, but at midnight were awakened by .. a greal and hideous 
cry." which, they flattered themselves, proceeded only from wolves 
(lr foxes. Next morning, just after prayel1l, the sound WBS heard 
with redoubled violence, and was most dreaMul. A straggler rushed 
in, crying, "they are men_Indians." 'l'hough the part)' ron to 
ilieu arms, before they could be mustered, the arrows were flying 
thick among them. A hrisk fire checked the assailants; but the 
chief, shooting from a tree, stood three discharges, till at the fourth 
he screamed out and ran, followed by his men. 'fhey were reck. 
oned at thirty or forty. and numerous arrows were picked up; but, 

providentially, not one Englishman was hurt. 
'J;hey sailed fifteen leagues fllrther, and, on the 19th, reached 8 

harbour that had been Itrongly recommended. The weather was 
dark and stormy, and the entrance encumbered \..cith rocks; yet they 
foftU'tlately ron in on a fine IIII.ndy beech. 1'hil being Saturday. 
they 'did not land till Monday the 21st, when they were highiy 
pleaSed, finding a commodious harbour... land well\!.ooded, vines, 
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cberries, and berries, lately planted, and a hill cleared for corn. 
Tbere was no navigable stream, but sevcml brooks of fresh water 
fell into the aea. They advanced seven or eight milt'S into the 
country without seeing any Indians. 

They nolY finally find upon this spot, to which, on the 29th, Ihe 
versel was brought round; and they named it New Plymouth, to 

commemorate hospitalities received at home. The erection of 
houses, however, was a hard task, amid severe weather, shon days. 
and n'ry frequent storms. By distributing tbe unmarried amoug 
the several families, they reduced the buildings wanted to nine
teen, nnd by the 20th of January, had completed one, twenly feet 
aqunre, for public meetings. Tbe exposure, however, and wading 
through the water in such inclement weather, brought on severe ill
ness, to which Carver, a governor highly esteemed, and many 

-others, fell victims. But on the 13th of March, a south wind sprung 
UI); Ihe wcather became mild; the birds sung in the woods most 
plcasanlly; the invalids quickly recovered; and many of tbem lived 
to a good old age. • 

In the autumn of 1621, the merchants sent out anothe r vesse 
with thirty-five seltlers ; hut misled by "prodigal reports of plenty 
ICnt home by certain colonists, they supplied no provisions; nay 
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the crew ~uired to be provided with a portion for their return 
Toyage. The conseqol"nce was, that in the course of the winter, 
the colonists were red!Jced to a half atlowancl' of corn daily, then to 
five kernels II. piece; lastly, to entire want. Equally destitute of 
live-stdck, they depended wholly on wild animllb. 1'111 May, 1622, 
fowf~ abounded; but th~re remained then merely fish. which they 
had not nets to catch; and it was only by fc eding on the shell 
species, collected arI)ong the rocks, that they were preserved from 
absolute starvation. ! 

Hitherto but few Indians had been seen; but in the latler end of 
March, a sachl'm, named Samoaet, entered the village and exclaimed 
in broken English, II \Velcome. Englishmen '" This was followed 
by a treaty with King MlI.ssa~80it. which secu red peace with hi. 
tribes for nearly fifty yean. Similar treaties were concluded with 
other tribes. Canonicu!. however, sachem of the Narragansetts. 
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eent to Governor Bradrord a bundle of Qrrows in a ratuesnake's 
skin; but the intrepid officer coolly stuffed the skin with powder 
and ball, and returned it. This so frightened the Indian that he 
refused to touch it, and after being circulated Elmong olher tribes 
~..ith similar effects, it Wall returned to Plymouth. 

In 1622, a merchant of London, named Weston, with sixty fol 
lowers, commenced a seulement at Weymouth. Idleness loon reo 
duced them to poverty, and their encroachments on the.indianll were 
10 unscrupulous that the Jatter determined on ilie utter destruction 
of their white neighboutl. The plot was revealed by MassaSIJoit. 
Captain Standish, with eight men, being lent to IIUpport the new 
lIettlement; succeeded in killing thel Indian chief with lIevernJ of his 
men, and breaking up the conspiracy. 

In 1026, the colony purchased the righUl of the London mer
chants. Elnd distributed the property among the emigranUl. Unfor
tunately. however. Robinson and hill friends remaining in Holland, 
were unable to obtain transportation in consequence of oppOtoition in 
England. 

In 1624, Mr. 'Vhite. a Puritan mini!ler, formed a settlement lit 
Cape Ann, which remained two years. In 1624, Salem wu lIettiefj.. 
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by John Endicott, under the auspices of the" Governor !md Com
panyof the Massachusetts Boy, in New England." Charlestown 
Wall founded De.!t year. The settlement was denominated the Mas
sachusetts Boy Colony, and its members were S'relltly strengthened 
in 1630, ,,·hen the ceiebroted John ' Vinthrop arrived witn three 
hundred pious families. Winthrop was chosen governor of the 
whole colony , and es1.ablished his residence where Boston now 
slands. Misfortunes, however, still thickened around them; sick
nees ana a sevt're climate made fearful inroads into thei r numbers. 
and. befote December, two hundred died . But the survivors wt're 
not discouruged. 'fhey bad fo und a borne in the wilderness, wb(:re 
the asperi ties of naUire were leas formidable toon the persecutions 
of man ; lind the hardships inseparuble from their situatioo could 

Dot shake their determined mi nds. 
In 1631. II. law WIIS palled jimiting the rights of citizenship to 

members of chllrch. lind llnother. making the offices of governor, 
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deputy-governor. and Uliatants. elective by tbe people. Tbe whole 
form of governmeot wu chaoged. in I&M, from a pure democmcy 
to a representative on('. The former sratute. somewhat intolemble 
to itself, was 800ll followed by proceedinga still more arbiuary. A 
clergyman, named Roger Williams. having beoen driven from hi. 
native country by Engli.h bigotry, lOught a home among Ihl' Puri
tons, and became paltor of Salem. Here he proclaimed, among 
other Ihings, pclrfect freedom of co~science in religious malters, 
denied the authority of the king to enforce an oath of allegiance, or 
10 deprive the Indians of their lands. Men like the Puritans could 
not regard 8uch opinions without alarm; and Williams was soon 
arraigned for trial. Banishment from the colony followed, (1030.) 
and the foorless advocate of religious freedom became the father of 
Rhode bland. 

At this lime, the colony received an accession to thoir number of 
about three thousand emigrants, among whom \\'ere Hugh Peter 
and the famous Si r Harry Vane. At tbe age of twenty-five. the 
biter was chosen governor. This inc~aae was followed by an emi
ptiOD of a small company (October. 1635) to the vaUey of tbe 
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Connecticut. This wu the origin of the state known at present by 
that name. 

The difficulties with Roger Williams were scarcely tenninatlld, 
when others of a still more serious character a1'Olle with the sect • 
called AntinomialUl. These seem to have had their origin in the 
colony, out of the pmctice of debating religious topics during the 
meetings on the Sabbath. In opposition to these, a lady, named 
Mrs. Hutchinson, organized .imilar assemblies for her own sex. in 
wh ich both old and new tenets were discussed with a freedom and 
popularity which soon roused the attention of the whole colony. 
But although the ministers and civil and ecclesiastical officers ar
rayed themselves against her, and condemned the new doctrines as 
heretical, yet her assemblies were constantly crowded to o\"erflowing. 
The contagion spread through all classes of society. until at length 
political parties were based on the distinction between Antinominn
ism and the established creed . An election was held for governor. 
in which Vane was candidate of the Hutchinson party. and 'Vin
throp of the Puritan. The latter was elected, and measu res were 
immediately taken for the .uppression of heresy. A judicial war 
followed , in which l\hs. Hutchinson and several of her followers 
were tried, condemned, and banished. She went to Rhode Island. 
and was co,dilllly received by Roger Williams. 

While these unhappy evenla were transpiring, a war occurred 
with the Pequod Indians, which terminated in the ulter extinction 
of that warlike tribe. In this affair. the banished Williams dis
played II true nobleness of soul, by using his influence successfully 
in breaking up a league between these savage. and the Narragun
setlS, and inducing the latte[ to joi n the colonists. 

In 1643, a union or confederncy was formed by the four colonies 
of Massachusetts, New Plymouth. New Haven, nnd Connecticut. with 
"a view of protecting themselves against the Dutch and French col~ 
nislS, and more especially against the Ind ians. 'I'he executive body 
consisted of two commissioners from each colony, whose only quali
fication was church membership. They had no right to interrere in 
the internal jurisdiction of any of the state8, but could provide for 
the general defence, declare wa" order levies of troops, and con
clude peace. A singular feature was their entire inability to enforce 
their decrees, these being merely intimated by them to the confede .... 
ate bodies with whom it rested to carry them into execution. The 
Jesgue consisting only of organized churches, excluded {rom i18 
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members. Rhode Island. New Hampshire. and Maine. As thi, ren
de~ the ,ituation of Roger Williams somewhat precarious, htl made 
two visit, to England, and. through the influence of Vane, obtained 
a fuiJ charter for hi, little colony. This colonial confedemtion lasted 
forty years. 

In 104.'1. Massachusetts passed a law by which the Council, when 
in seasion, ,hould hold their sessions independent of the governor', 
presence. In 1062, its territory wa~ ell:tended by the accession of 
loIaine. This province had been chartered and set'led by Ferdinand 
Gorges, in 1639. but a variety of conflicting claims had produced a 
state of almost utter anarchy which finaUy forced the colonists to 
,eek tho protection nf their flourishing neighbour. 

But Massachusetts had not yet learned the secret of socuring d~ 
mestic tmnquillity. A sect had arisen in England, the memMrs of 
which. on account of some irregular bodily movements, had received 
the deri$ive title of Q.uakers. 'I'hey seem to have proceeded to great 
utromes, r",jecting all human learning and ordinances, and placing 
their whole dependency on the direct agency of the Spirit. Guided 
by.upernatural impulses, they professed to be intrusted with me.
sage. and mandates to kings and cities, challenged the obedience of 
all, announced judgments and indicated the means of averting them. 
ID executing lIucb commission., lIO regard was paid to human dig
nities, or to the rule. and usages of society; heoce, they were 
branded a. mad , though their writings Bre generally in B50ber and 
rea50ning tone. 

In l G50. Ii few of this lIect arrived at Boston, but were sent buck 
by lhe authorities in the aame vusel by which they came. This 
did not prevent the arrival of others, and soon the colony became a 
scene of excitement and violence, liule worthy the character of men 
whose political privileges had so often been endangered byecclesias
tical bigotry. Numbers were fined , whipped, imprisoned, banished, 
or ell:ccuted. In lOGS, a Jaw was passed inflicting death on any 
Q.uaker who should revisit the colony after being banished . But ao 
great WIl8 the number of those who aspired after the glories of mar
tyrdom, that their sulferings, united with a uniform mildness of 
chamcter and deportment, at length wrought a rev~ution in popular 
opinion. ' Venlock Chri.tian, sentenced to death for returnmg from 
banishment, was released . One law against them after another was 
abolished, until the Quakers ceased to be an object of legal persecu 
tiOD 

• 
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In ]661, Whaley and Goffe, two of the judges who had voted for 
the death of Charles I., arrived at Bolton lind announced the remor
'ation of royalty. Tbis was unwelcome tidings; for during the Pro
tectorate, Cromwell had extended much favour to Masso.ehusel~, 
and even offered the colonists Jamaica as Il climate more conge-nthl 
than their own. Accordingly, when orden came from the new king 
for the arrest of Goffe nnd Whaley, they had. been lIO carefully con· 
c~aled by the colonists 118 nowhere to be found. 

In 1664, an attempt was mnde to encroach on the eolonial privi
leges by the appointment of commisaionen to "hear and determine 
all complaints that might exist in New England, and take such mea
sures as they might deem expedient for settling the peace aDd secu
rity of the country on a solid foundation." 'l'his occasioned much 
disturbance. and in Massachusetts and New Hampshire wos stronu, 
ouslyand succe!sfully resisted. They were at length recalled, ond 
New England resumed its career of grolVth and prosperity. 

In 1002, Philip, tho younger Ion of MasSD.Ssoit, succeeded hIS 
brother Alexander. a.. sachem, or k ing. of the Wampanoag.t. The 
treaty mnde by his fsther. forty yean! before, had nefer heen vio
Jated; but a new era WIIS at hand. wbose terrible efents were to 
form one of the most tragic pagel of our colonial history. Philip 
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wos a young chief. a perfect model of on Indian l'.'llrrior, and poe_ 
staing R grasp of design lind intellect far superior to his race. For 
some reuons, never fully explnined, he became incensed against the 
whites, and succeeded by his eloquence and address in uniting all 
the neighbouring tribts in a scheme for their entire annihii.:ltion. 

The first intelligence of the conspiracy W8l! obl8ined through n 
friendly Indian, who paid for his faithfulness by his life. 'J'hrCi) 
Indiana wete convicted of thia murder, one of whom acknowledged 
that he had been instigated to it by Philip. Unable longer to re
main conceoled, the chit'f detormined upon the m03t sudden nnd 
vigorous mensures; IlIld sellding the women and children to tile 

Narragansetts, attacked the village of Swanzcy. (July 4, 1075,) nnd 
killed several of the inhabitants. Roused by this daring deed, the 
co10ni518 mised I!. consideJ'l!.ble fo rce. penetrated to l\lount Hope, the 
Indian warrior's summer residence. and, on finding that he had fil'd. 
marched into the Narl'llgansett country , and concluded a treaty with 
that tribe. On tho 28th, a battle occurred at Pocasset (Tivcrton) 
Swamp, in which the colonists wcre defeated, with the loss of six
teen. They then beeieged the Indians for thirteen days, IlOping to 
reduce them by ltarntion; but Philip managed to escape 10 Con
necticut, where h" WIUI joined by the Nipmucks , near Brookfield. 
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The latte r tribe (('11 upon a party of twenty men undel Captams 
Wheeler and Hutchinson, (August 12,) killing nearly all of them 
They then proceeded to Brookfield. which but fo r timely alarm from 
the fugitives. would have been completely lurprised. It wa.s be 
sieged two days. partially fired, and various expedienta adopted to 
force an e"!runce. The arrival of reinforcements for the garrison 
obliged the besiegers to retire. 

On the 6th of Stoptember, a battle wns fought at Deerfield. in 
which !'veoty.six Indians wete killed and ten colonists. Six days 
after, the Indians burned the town. Hadley, loutn of Deerfield, was, 
on the same dllY. (the Sabbath,) Illtllckcd by II. party of the enemy. 
A singular incident occurred here. 'Vhile the inhabitants were col
lected in terror lind confusion, an unknown person, of venerable 
aspect, suddenly appeared, and after restoring order, led the-m against 
the Indians, who wue spe-edily dispersed. The leader then sud
denly disappeared. Of course, the inhabitants considered him a 
specisl meS8('nger from heaven; but it was o.rterwards ascertained to 
hal'e been William Gotre, the proscribed judge of Charles I. 

On thtl 28th. a sanguinary confl ict tOC'k place on a small stream 
8Outh.of Deerfield. Eighty young men, under Caplll.in Lathrop, were 
surrounded by a thousand Indians, and, with but a few exceptions, 
massacred. During the Rclion, Captain 1\108ey, with seventy men, 
arrived from Deerfield j but, after a struggle of several hours. was 
driven back. The battle was finally terminated by a reinforcement 
of • hundred colonists, and suty friendly Indians. From this occur
rence, the stream of water was subsequently known as Bloody 
Brook . On the 15th of October, Springfield was attacked and 
burned by the savages; but ml'l8t of the inhabitants had, through 
timely warning. been enabled 10 esco.pe-. Hatfield was nexi assaulted, 
(October 29,) but without success. Immediately after, Phili p in
duced the Narrugansclts to join him, notwilhslll.nding their treaty 
with the colonists. 

Hitherto the colonists had acted in small bands, withnut any defi
nite plnn; but the successes of their formidable enemy soon caused 
a union for mutusl defence. l\1al88chusetts, Plymouth Bay, and 
Connecticut, ruised firteen hundred men, under Governor ,Viuslow, 
who, witb a number of friendly Indians, proc('t'ded against the Nar· 
ragansetts. On tbe 28th of Decembt:r, tbe forces of the three colo
nies were united at Petaqusmscot, and marched through a deep 
snow, toward the enemy, who was encamped at about firteen miles' 
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~iatD.nce. in a large Bwamp. The Engliah arrived there at about one 
o'clock in the arternoon, lind immediately marched forward in qUi.'!t 

of the enemy'. camp. The whole army entered the swamp. fol . 
lowing the Indian. as they retreated into their fortress. On aUllck. 
ing this, they were ot firat driven back; but, in a second .uempt, 
they carri~d the fortification, fired the wigwams, aDd massacred all 
within reach. Numbers of women Rnd children periehed in the 
flamee. The fugitivea tied to a neighbouring swamp. Their ION 
hee been estimated at a thoue~nd, and that of 'the colonists IIvO hun. 
dred nnd thirty. The Narrnsansett womon aflerward proceeded to 
\he Nipllluck country. 

Although this action II'a! a aevere blow to the enemy. yet Ph ilip 
was by no means diaheartened . By his intluence, the more northern 
tribe' were brought down upon the settlements, and the lI'tl.r became 
more general than ever. But the apiri! of the colonists was (uUy
arou~d . and almoat every attempt of tbe Indiana was promptly and 
lIucct'Ssfully fraisted, Hunted from place to place, and disheartened 
by continua l defeat, they began to come in by small parties and surren
der. Philip wal compelled to fly from the Mohawka, among IVhom 
ho had taken refuge; and now with a large party he lurked near 
Moulll Hope. Here, on the 2d of August, he wee .urprised by 
Caplain Church, a hundred and thirty of hi! men killed, and his 
wife and Ion taken prisonel"3. He himself batE'ly escaped, Tbe 
wretched prince now lought to secrete himself in the depth, of a 

r 
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Iwamp. but was betrayed by a deserter beJOI.ging to his own tribe 
When the colonists surrounded the place. (August 22.) be attempted 
to escape by flight, hut was shot by 11 friendly Indian . His death 
broke up the conredemcy, although some of the northern Indians 

continued ho!ltile, until 1678. 
In 1680 New Hampshire was separated (rom Mnsaaehusetts, and 

ererted into a sepamle province-e. measure which seems to have 
been unp"lpUIIlT with both colonie!. Soon nfter, Charles n. declared 
the MU!$RC husetls charter forfeited , in consequence of the stand 
taken by thnt province, in opposition to his commereinl restrictions. 
This \~(\S followed by simila r ntlncks on the neighbouri ng colo
nics; but in the midst of his nrbitrary Ichemes the king died. 
His sur,cessor foUowcd the same policy, deprived the provinces of 
their charters, and appointed Sir Edmond Andros royal governor of 
New England. This gentleman rendered himselC so obnoxious by 
his arbitrary metlSurt's, as to receive the title of New England's 
tyrant j and when, in April, 1689, news reached Boston of the ac
l ession of the Prince of Omnge, he was thrown into prison, with 
his officers, and subsequently lent under arrest to England. This 
was followed by a return to the charter governments. 

;;~;~~~:UNG King Wiliiam'l war. New York 
, nnd New England united in 

an expedition ngainst Canada. 
Mltssachusetls furn ished the na· 
ynl. and her sisler province the 
land forcel; but the enterprise 
failed . in consequence of the 

oil' N",m of the latter troops, and 
the arrival of a large F rench 
army at Q.uebec. '1'0 pay Ih~ 
expenses of the expedition, 

bills of credit were issued for the first lime in America. In 1602, 
a royal government was established in New England, hy whi ch the 
Plymouth Bay colony W9S united to Mas5nchusetts, and New Hamp
shire erected into a separate colony. 

When Massachusetts, having nobly struggled through political 
difficulties, seemed appronching a tmnquil state, n dmma opened, 
whOlle scenes, though pt'culiariy painful, may yet afford a useful 
lesson to the Iludent of hh,tory. 'f he belief in witches-wicked 
being" endued wilh supernatural power by the great enemy of 
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blBnkind-wu at one time general throughout Europe; and gnve 
way very slowly before the progress of light and ch·ilizalion. 
James l. placed much of hi' learned pride in the skill with which 
he tmced the signs of Il witch; such discoveries being always fol
lowed by the most inhuman persecutions against these unhappy 
persons. 'rho PuntAlls and Presbyterians. however oppoeit8 in 
other maileR. were not in this respect much wiser; hence the New 
EnglnndcfII weM out with this belief, which still prevailed among the 
most learned of their countrymen. 

MONO the first cases of this delusion WIlS 

that of 0. daughter lind niece of Mr. Paris, 
minister of Salem . These children were 
affiicted with a sense of choking, lind us 
though pins were stuck iuto the akin, accom
panied with inability to speak. and hysteric 
cODtortions of Ihe limbs. Unable to suggest 
a remedy, the physicians at length declnred 

their pGtients" under an evil MDd." An Indian domestic, falling 
under auspicion, WIIS immediately thrown into prison. Mr. Bur
rougha. II. respectAble clergyman. was eXl!cuted. because he denied 
the e.J:istence of witches. Soon, no age. aex, or condition W11S 

.pared, and the casea became so numerous that the prisons of Salem 
could no longer contain the crowds of suspected penons. Tho 
whole colony wus filled with distress and fear. The principal peo
ple formed themselves into an association to meet" this dreadful 
sassult from hell." .They appointed a solemn fast, that tile Lord 
might be induced" to rebuke Salan, and show light to his people in 
thia day of darkness;" following which was a aeries of trials, that 
relentlessly denounced death on all found guilty of this fearful 
charge. 

Nothmg is more astonishing than the confessions of the suspected 
penons. They display 1\ iupeRtition and fanaticism, together with 
0. Slate of society which requires the most undoubted evidence 
to be belie\'ed. 'I'he colony ",as reduced to n dreadful condition. 
Nineteen had suffered death; eight more were under sentence; one 
bundred and filly were in prison, and fresh crolVds were continually 
thrust in. Chargee were brought against persons of the first con!e
:Juence; no man'. character, property, nor life were for a mOlnent 
secure; and e.,en those moat active in prosecuting, learned, with 
horror,tbat their own spectrea were beginning to walk abroad, commit 
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ling actions tbat wou ld bring them to II fatal end. A fe~IiDg was at 
length aroused that matters had gone too rar; and soon after an 
8nembly or ministers, convened by the go'fernor, went far toward 
discountenancing capital punishment on witchee. or fifty·aix cuea 
presented al the ensuing sessions, thirty were ignored by the grand 
jury, and but three of the remainder condemned: Immediately 
after, with the general concurrence of the people, the govt'rnor threw 
open the prison doors, and stopped 11\1 further proceeding!!. 

l\1pssnchusclls, from this lime unlil the Seven Years' \Vnr, enjoyed, 

like the other colonies, a coune of proeperity, chequered only by 
BOrne internaillgitationa. She took a very activo part in tho military 

epemliens of successil'e Il'ors waged by the British against the French 
colonies and their Indian allies. 

EANWHILE the domestic affuirs of the pro
vince ceased to exhibillh;,se violent fluctuations 
which had hitherto distracted it. Lord Bella
mont, who went out ft8 governor in WOO, was 
extremely popular; and it lVas to the great re
gret of the people he was transferred to New 
York, after fourteen months' administration. 

He was succet'ded by Dudley, who., on account of his peculil:u 
OpinIons on government, seems to bave been no greal favourite. 
After twelve years he was lucceeded by Colonel Shute. 

In 1727, he was succeeded by Burnet, a very accomplished per 
son, and who, at New York, had made himsel( extremely acceplable. 
Under him. however, the question of income came 10 a crisis. The 
Assembly. much mortified by haying. under the charter of William, 
been deprived of the choice of a governor. endeavoured to keep him 
still under their influence by granting his salary only from year te 
year, and varying its amount occordin g as he had given 8IItisfaction. 
This arronb't::ment wss very disagreeoble to him, and still more to thl' 
ministry at home. against whose power il wos directly levelled. 
Burnet, relying on their support, prcued with greot vehemence for 
a permanent salary; but it was strenuously resisted, and tbe 
controversy was suspended by his death in 1729. The cabinet then 
sent out Belcher. who had formerly acted as their agent. but witb. 
distinct instructions to insist on this point, which, it W8ll hoped, hIli 
great popularity might gain. He dot's not, however. seem to have 
entered on the undertaking very heanily; and when the Assembly 
pa!sed II. liberal yote, he obtained germiu\on to accept it. Though 
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still ordtlred to preas the general measure, he seems to have con· 
cerned himsdf very little about the matter, and thus the AS$embly, 
by doggt'd perseverance, final7' gained tbis important objeet. They 
had remarked, that in tbese long controvenies, ministen uniformly 
lOught to overa.we them by threatening to lay their conduct before 
tbe Briliah legislature. Yet this menace having never been exe· 
cuted, they were led to suapect thnt body to be more favourable to 
them Ihnn the cou rt represented . At all events they felt themselves 
encouraged to transmit a petition. defliring to have the direction and 
control of all public moneylI; and hence their surprise and indigna 
tion were eXlrC"lle when they learned that n. vole had been passed 
pronou ncing it to be .. frivolous and groundlees, an high insult upon 
his majesty's government, and tending to shake off the dependency 
of the aaid colony IIpon thia kingdom. to which by law snd right they 
are and ollght to bt! subject." 

In 1740, Belcher fell into unjust suspicion with the mini.try, nnd 
wall removtld; bllt on his innocence being ascertained, he W88 com. 
penaatt;ld lOme years after with the government of New letlley. He 
was succeeded by Shirley, who espoused somewhat the CRllse of pre
rogative; yel, by moderation and great kindness towards the oppo_ 
site party, he retained a large share of their good will. This was 
heightened by hi, zealous promotion of the military operations 
against Nova SC(Mia and Cape Breton, which were carried on chiefly 
from Maunchuletta, and crowned with signal success. Po\\'nI1JJ, who 
wa. appoinled in 1767, lIhowed some preference for the popular 
pany, though without slienating their antagoni!ta; and his reputation 
wa. aided by certain warlike el"ploita in which be hsd some ehare. 
Bernard, who took hi, place in 1700, belongs to the period of revo
lutionary trollble . 

.. .. 
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CllAPTER XVlIL 

SETTLEliENT OF ()O~SECTICUT . 

l' has already been mentioned tbat in 1636, II 

company from MaSSllchusetts, led by the Rev. 
Mr. !-:looker. settled on the Connecticut river ; 
prior to this. however, Ihe territory had been ob
taioed by the Earl of 'Warwick from the council 
of Plymouth. and afterwards transferred to a 
company of gentleman. During the 8ame yeal 

the terr itory in quest ion WIlS visited by M r. \ Vin!iow. 
The a.Iassacbusetts emigrants seuled Ilt Wethersfield. \Vindsor, 

Hartford, and Saybrook . The lauer was named after Lord Say-and
St.':ll and Lord Brooke, two of the proprietors. 

The destruction of the Pequods hIlS al ready bet"n mentioned. 
Refore this the Connecticut settlers were mllde to feel the principal .. 
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plrt of the ealamitiea inseparable from Indian warfare. Wben tho 
colonial forte was raised whicb terminated the outmge!. Connecticut 
furnisbed one hundred and fifty men, of whom !eventy were Mohe
gan Indian,. The expedition marched across the country to the 
Pequod fort, wbich Wf\4 reached on the 5th of Junf'. The object 
was to turpri,e if, but this was prevented by the barking of Il wlltch. 
dog. A fierce battle commenced, hand to hand, in wbich no quarter 
was shown. The f'nemy were so numerous as to render the conU'st 
for a long time doubtful; but before daybreak Mason fired the wig
wams. and, encircling the burning village, shot down the warrion 
with the greatest ease. Six hundred of both sexes and nil ages were 
massacred or burnt, seven wcre captured, and seven escaped. The 
colonists loel twenty·two, of whom two were killed. This terrible 
"i,itation completely broke the spirit of the neighbouring Indians. 
and secured peace 10 the settlements. 

In the laller part of 1637, New Hoven was settled by some adven
turers (rom Boaton. The settlement was further strengthened in the 
following 'pring; when John Davenport, 8 Puritan minister, and a 
.\ft. £Atoll, brought a number of ICltlers from Boston. Their govern
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ment was based on strictly religious principles; Mr. Eaton WB.3 

annually chosen governor unlil his death, aDd the colony seemed to 
have increased much {ruller thlm their more eastern neighbouT!J. 

Untillhis period Connecticut had acknowledged the jurisdiction 
of Massachusetts; bUI, as the territory W88 witbout the patent or the 
latter community, the people convened at Hanford, [January 24th. 
1639.J and formed themselves into an indf'pendcOI colony. Theil 
constitution provided thnl citizens should take an oath of allegiance 
\0 the commonwealth, instead of the crown; that 1111 legislation should 
be vested in the general court; !\nd that the governor Ilod legislature 
Ihould be elected. annually. Hartford, Saybrook, and New Haven, 
were lit this time sepamte coloni es. 

In 1643 Conneclicul joined the New England Confcdemtion. The 
great object of this compllct seems to hove been protection from the 
encroachments of the Dutch in New Netherlands. Disputes between 
the European powen: disturbed the harmony of tho colonies until 
1650. when the Dutch governor concluded a treaty lit Hllrtford de
fining the boundary line of his dominions. The occurrence of war 
between Englllnd and HolIlI.nd [1651] opened new g rounds for colo
nial rivBlship. War Wa! actuallv declared a ...inst New Netherlandl 

I 
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by the Confederation. but l\tlUlll8.chusettJ refused to furnish her quota 
of men. Connecticut then obtained from Cromwell the grant of a 
fleet to uaist their fOreefJ i but tbe expedition was interrupted by the 
conclusion of peace. 

In 1662 Connecticut acknowledged her allegiance to Charlesll., 
ond through the influence of Lord Say..and-Seal, ond the younger 
Winthrop, obtained a charter of unexampled liberality. It granted 
all the territory between the bay and river of Narragansett and the 
Pacific ocean, embracing the New Haven colony and a portion of 
Rhode hland. This caused dissatiafaction with the people of the 
latter settlement, which. on their receiving a charter in the followi ng 
yeaf. overrunning the Connecticut line, broke out into open di88en. 
SiOllS, which lasted more than sixty years. 

About the time of King Philip's war, [Ju ly, 1676,] Governor 
Androt, of New York, entered the mouth of tbe Connecticut, raiaed 
the king's tlag, and demanded the surrender of the main fort; but, 
through the firmneu of Ihe commandant. Caplllin Bull, he wao 
obliged 10 return to New York. A more serious attempt was made 
in 168'7. when Androa appeared at Hartford with a commission from 
King James, appointing him governor of New England. The assem
bly being in aessioo, he demanded the colonial charter. A fieru 
contention arose, which lasted until night, the charter in the mean
while being laid upon the table. Suddenly every light was extin
guished. The moti'l'e for this lingular occurrence became apparent 
when the candlea were relighted. Tbe charter had been remo'l'ed 
by Coptain \Vadsworth, and placed in the trunk of an oak, whicb, 
from this circumstance, received tbe appellation of the Charter Oak. 
Although baffled in the attempt to deprive the pE'{lple of their safe
guard. Andros ll88umed the control of affairs, and governed until the 
acccsaion of King William. The inhabitants were tbl;D reslored to 
their chartered privileges. 

'rhe difficulties with New York, however, were not yet ended. 
In 1003, Colonel Fletcher, governor of that province, visited Hartford 
for the purpose of enforcing 0. royal commission constituting him 
leadN of the Connecticut militia. As this was an infringement of 
their cbarWr. the Icgislnture refused to acknowledge him; in COllse
qucnce of which he summoned the militia on parade. When his 
instructionl were about to be read, Captain Wadsworth ordered the 
drum! to beat. Fletcher demanded silence, and his eecretary again 
commenced the reading. The drums again beat, ADd again Iilence 
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WU3 ordered. The intrepid Wadsworth noW'stepped forward, and 
said sternly: "If I am interrupted again. I will make daylight sbine 
tbrough you in one moment." This 'neaning language exerted a 
suitable influence, and Fletcher returned 10 New York. From this 
period until the opening of the Sevt'n Year.' 'Vor, Connecticut stead
ily advanced in strength and prosperity. In 1700. Yale College 
was founded at Saybrook by a few clergymen , aod named after Elihu 
Yale, ODe of its moslllclive supporters . 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

RUODE ISLAND. 

ho\"e hlld occasion, in the Bllnals of Massn· 
chusetts, to notice the foundation of this little 
.tate by Roger Williams. After BCl:'ing from 
Salem, and encountering many hardships, he 
reached II fenile spot at the head of a wind· 
ing bay, which he named Providence. His 

friendship with the Indians. who had protected him when an exile, 
"nd whose cause he bad always espoused, enabled him without 
difficulty to procure for himself and a few foll owers of his adverse 
fortune n smnll territory. Here he proclaimed his laudable principle 
of geneml toleration; and, receivipg with kindness all who sought 
refuge in his domain, mnde it the chief resort of Ihe partisans of tht' 
movement. III flum e rOUI votaries, thrown out by the rigid onho. 
doxy of MusachuseuI, found here II. bearty welcome. A certai .. 
motley character, especially in regard 10 creed and wOrllhip, IV" tbe • ... 
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necessary cotIsequence. Yet, even in periods of the most.rnpid 
innovation, there appears II. tendency to unily. caused by the newer 
and bolder sects absorbing those which preceded. and whose tenets 
had lost the giGS! of novelty. The fint great accession was from 
J\lrs. Hutchinson's party; and though their "iews seem to have had 
lillie resemblance to his, the two were quickly amalgamated. 1'hese 
refugees, possessing con.iderable property, made II. large purchase 
from the Indians. which, combined with Providence, composed the 
state of Rhode Island. The Baptist movement next followed. which 
Mrs. Hutchinson and her sister so zealously embraced that they pre· 
vailed upon \Villinffis himself, at an advanced IIge, to submit flnew to 
the sacred rile. Even he, however. was struck with horror al the 
wild dfusions of Gorton, and at 3eeing them propagated in his seule
mem with the u~ual success. Actuated by his characteristic mild
ness, however, he merely effected an arrangement by which that 
per:KIn.sge, with his fervid. adherents, went out and formed another 
estsblishment. This wae soon followed by the Quaker excitement, 
which , in its greatest violence, he had sound judgment enough to 
repress; but as he allowed to its adherents II refuge denied every
whE're else, Rhode Islsnd 800n became the point whence they issued 
forth to the neighbouring states, and upon which they returned. 
They experienced also the usual success of daring innovators, and, 
notwithstanding all his effOrlll, soon became the ruling sect. 1\Irs. 
Hutchinson was dead; but her sister, Katherine Scott, and her inti· 
mate friend Mrs. Dyer, ranked high among the gifted prophetesses. 

From these causes, the colony silently grew, and in J680 Ivas 
reported to contain five hundred plantera and five hundred other 
men, whence, as these last were apparently adults, we may infer an 
enti re population of about fou r thou8ll.nd. Newport was tbe harbour; 
but as yet there was very little eitber of commerce or of shipping. 
The religious sects were of course numerous, especially the Baptists 
and Quakers. The settlement, however, had all along been viewed 
with an evil eye by the peopla of Mllss8chuselts, who Mil' in it the 
chief pivot on which turned that enthusillltic movement by which 
ney were 8() much annoyed. Its exclulion {rolD the union of the 

coloniel in 1643 marked Itrongly thillpirit, and placed it in a some· 
what precarious situation . 'Villiams, however, who in 1644 went 
to Britain, where the independenll were then in full rower, and his 
rriend Vane one of their chief leaden, easily oblained a popular 

•charter for rne townl of Providence, Newpon, and Ponamoutb. with 
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a recommendation equi.,.alent to an order, thllt New England should 
exchange good officee with him. On his return he WIIS received 
with a specietl of trium ph; and his still jealous neigh~urs were 
obliged to content lhemkh'es with shulling thei r slAte against Him 
and his people. Again, after the Restoration, John Cls rke, the 
agent of the colony, procured from Charles II. a fresh charter, 
securing all their privileges,ond particularly confirming the right 
of religious fret'dom. That prince, however, in the end of his reign. 
and his successor, in a manner 81ill morl!. determined, applied them
selves to cancel all the colonial charters. In J uly, 1685, accordingly. 
a quo Wllrrunto WII S issued against thnt of Rhode !slond, .wh ich, 
being snnounctld to the Assembly, they sent a very hu mble reply, 
decloring their intention nol to SlAnd suit with his majesty. but 
earnestly soliciling a continuanco of their privileges, especinlly in 
regard to their faith . James accepted their submission, and, by his 
instructions, Andros, in December, 1686, dissolved the government, 
broke its sesl, and uau med the entire administration. But, artl'r the 
Revolution of 1688. the people laid hold" of their former gracious pri
"ilege8," nnd ahared in this respect the good fortune of Connecticut. 
T hey were aUowed to resume their charte r, which had never been 
legally forfeited. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

MAINE AND NEW UA:.IPSUIRE. 

HE eXlensiveregion between l\tauachu
sCHland the (ouolry claimed by France 
under the name of Acad ia , having early 
drawn the notice of English ad"cn
turers, tho two Inost active members of 
the Plymouth Compony, Sir Ferdinand 
Gorges and John Milson. undertook to 
colonize, iI. The lOiter, secretary to the 

council, obtained. in 1021, a grant of the lands between Salem and 
the Merrimack; and next yenr, in conjunction with Gorgcs, of those 
between the last-mentioned river and the Kennebeck, as far 8 S the 
St. Lawrence. In 1620, and ognin in 1635, when the company was 
broken up, Mason acquired fresh potent! (or his portion, which thli'll 
received the name of New Hampsh ire. In J63S, however, before , the settlement had come 10 any maturity, he died, and his ra.mily 
were unable to derive any benefit rrom this vut donation. Sir Fer
dinand, meantime, Itt the erist. or 1035, procured ror hImself exclu... 



lively the whole territory from New Hampahire to Ih'J Kennebeck. 
and this wu confirmed in 163D by a patent from the king, when it 
received the name of Maine. 

1'h('ae proprietors appea r to have set great value on IheiT gnlnte. 
and 10 have made active exertions to ilOprove them . Dover and 
Portsmouth were euly founded on the Pisutaquaj and in 11}:)5, 
Gorges sent out his nephew to govern the diatrict. Yet their settle
ments IOsde very ~low progress. Being high chu rch and monarchy 
Olen, they grunted Done o{ thoae franchises by which alone emigranUi 
could be attracted to lhi~ northern soil; while to the aristoemtic clus 
Virginia otl"ered 11 much more tempting resort. Only a few hardy 
adventurers were enticed by the abundant supply of fish and timber. 
who gradunlly formed along the coost small sllltiona, anding Ihe 
pmctice of a s[ighlugriculture {or the supply o{ immediate wanUi. 

l\Iouochusetts. however. began to ovu60w into these terri tories. 
In 1637, Wheelwright, the antinomian preacher, founded on the 
Piacatoqua the town of Exeter, wilhout paying much regRrd to the 
proprietor'. righl!l, though he was ultimately obliged to submillo his 
officer, ,Villiams. Three yeara a{terward~, Massachusetts advanced 
claim. 10 New Hampshire, as being within her patent; and although 
her pretension! were {or {rom valid, her strength ond the, inclination 
o{ Ihe pt'Ople enabled her without difficulty to make them good. 
This new m('mber Will incorporated and endowed with all her poli
tical privileges. Several zealous ministeM:l were sent, who are said 
lu have greatly improvro tbe people; but they had the discretion not 
to enforce any exclusive system, and during nearly forty yesra of this 
rule thtl foundations of solid prosperity were lsid. 'rhe feeling 
.apread among the small seaporl!l which began to stud the coost of 
MaillE', and thl'y were successively, either at their own request. or 
by the CODS4:lnt of large majorities, incorporated with the others. The 
proprietors loudly, nnd with good show o{ reason, remonstrated 
ogainst these proce~dings. but without obtaining any redress. The 
indepl'ndenltl, now in power, were adverae to them, and friendly to 
Masaachusetl!l; while the people, included within the political sys
tem of the Intter state, eameltly petitioned for iUl continuance. 

A complete reverse took place at the restoration oC Charles H., lilt 
whOle partialities were in favo ur of tho old royalist proprietors, and 
against the Puritan colony. Gorges and Mason, grandsons of the 
eriginal patentees, imm('diately spplied {or restitution of their rights, 
which was granted. and the commissioners then sent out were in
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lilrueted to enforce it. Yet the general court, by their local power, 
the affections of the inhabitants, Bnd by constantly evading the de
mand for deputies duly empowered, contrived. during sixteen years. 
\0 retain the jurisdiction; but being, in 1677, brought before the 
chief justices of England, their pretensions were at once !let aside. 
Mason was also obliged to yield his authority, though retaining a 
claim upon the lands. Maine w8susigned to Gorges i but the rulers 
of MS5B8chusel18 contrived to pUTchase his rights for £ 1250, a 8um, 
perhaps, above ita actual vaJue at the moment. They incurred Ttl

proo.ch by treating it 8S a subject territory. appointing the governor 
and council. though they graciously allowed a popular legislature. 

New Hampshire being thus thrown loose, it WIIS determined to 
manage it as a royal province; Dnd in 1682, Edward Cranfield was 
sent as administrator. His government was one conti nued scene of 
discontent on the psrt of the people, amounting sometimes to rebel. 
lion. Mr. Bancroft represents him II! avowedly making it his sole 
object to amass money. It appears more certain that all his maxims 
were those of high prerogative; while Ma.seachusetls had breathed 
among the people the Puritan and republican epiril in iu full force. 
He Wrole .. that while the clergy were allowed to preach, no true 
allegiance ~ould be found in thOle parta." In ]686, he eolicited his 
rocall. declaring he should" esteem it the greatest happineu in the 
world to be allowed to remove from theae unreasonable people.' 
Presently after, tbis country with the whole of New Englsnd was 
united under the euccnsive governments of Dudley and Andros. At 
Ihe Rnolution, it again became a separale and royal colony, though 
with some dependence on !\Iaeeachusola. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

NEW YORK. 

the ptlm 
mount importance to which Ne" 
York ha3 attained, its early Beltle· 
men! was not nccomptlnied by 8uch 
striking circumstances 811 mark('d 
those of some other colonies. 

About the year .lSOO, the attention 
of tbe English and Dutch hAd been 
directed to the discovery of a northern 
passage 10 India, which they hoped 
might at once be shorter, lind enable 

to escape the still fO!IDidable hostility of Spain. After th is 
object had been 'Qinly pursued by Frobisher. Davit, Borenlz, amI 

" 
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other Davigators, it was resumed by Henry Hudson. Though Il 
native of HoJlond, he was firat employed by II. company of English 
merchonlS, wben he made tbe doting effort to croe. the pole itself, 
and penetrated farther in that direction than any of his predeCes50r8; 
but the icy barriers compelled him 10 return. He next attempted an 
e!l~lern passage, betweetl Nova Zembla nnd Spitzbergen, but again 
fa ilt'd. His patrons in London then lost courage; but he. onimllted 
by the same ardour, solicited ond obtained from the Dutch East I ndia 
Corapony II. small vessel, named the Crescent, to renew his rc!'earches. 
After anotht'f abortive endeavour at an enstern pnssage, he nppears 
to have finnl!y renounced Ihat object; and steering toward the west, 
began to explore the American coast, from Newfoundland southwards. 
It had, indeed, been to a great extent both discovered and settled. yet 
not in such continuity os to preclude the hope of finding 11 deep bay 
lending to the Pacific, and through it to the East Ind ies. In the be· 
ginning of July he reached the great bnnk, and continued his course 
cautiously olong the shores of Acadia. In 440 he touched at the 
mouth of a spacious river, which appenr8 to have been the Penobscot, 
where the French were found carrying on a very active trade. In 
passing Cape Cod, his peopltl landed at sel'eral points, and held in
tt'rtourse with the Datives. They then pursued their course through 
Ihe open Ilea, till, on the 17th August, they came in sight of a low 
land. and soon afterwards found themselves off the bar of James's 
River, where they understood that the English had formed a settle
ment. No opening having yet occurred, it s~med expedient to re
turn northward, k~ping clOller to the cout. They found it running 
north-west, and entered II. great bay with rivers. el·idently that of 
Delaware. 1'he water was so shoaly, however. 11.8 to prevent iUl ex· 
ploration , unle811 in pinnaces drawing only four or five feet. T hey 
pl"OCt'eded therefore to the coast now called New Jersey, and were 
invol'·ed in the range of islands running parallel to it. The naviga
tion was very difficult on account of atorms and frequent shallow!!. 
At length Hudson enlOe to 11 continuous land, good lind plel\SIlnt, 
rising boldly fr(.lln the sea, and bou nded by high hills. He appeared 
to discover the mouths of three great rivers, which. however, could 
only be different channels. sepamted by islands, of the great stream 
now beari ng his name. BoalS were sent to sound the most northern 
of them, which WIlS found to afford a good depth of water. They 
entered il. and were Roon I' iailed by large parties or natives in canoes, 
"hen a friendly exchange took plncc, or tobacco Ind maize for knil·er. 
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lnu !)Cud.. Unfortunately. a boat. being sent to enmine one of the 
other channela. was assailed by twenty of the snvages in two skitrs, 
one of the .eamen kiUed, and two wounded. Thi. unhappy event 
poisoned their future intercourse with the Indianl, whose friendly 
profenions were henceforth considered all made only with a vielv to 

betmy them. At one place, twenty-eigbt canoes, full of men, wo
men. and childrtn. approached and made overturts for trade; but 
their intentions being considered evil, they were not allowtd to COlll(' 

on board. In ascending. the Hud.on was found to be a noble IItream, 
a mile broad, and bordered by lofty mountains. Seventten days after 
entering it, the vess('l. being embarrassed by shouls, I topped Ilt a point 
where n Email city has l5ince been built, bearing the name of the dis
coverer. A boot sniled eight or nine leagues higher, somewhat 
above the si te of Albeny, where it was clear thlll the ship could not 
ptoc<"ed farther. In this upper tmct, the intercourse with the natives 
was very friendly. and el'en the auspicions of tbe crew were lulled. 
One pnrty came on board, who being freely treated with wine and 
aquavil81. became all merry, and one completely tipsy. the elft'clS of 
which caused to his companions the greatest su rprise. On tho wlly 
down, they were repeatedly attacked by the large body which in 
ucending had excited their jealousy . Oli each occasion, a discharge 
of musketry, killing two or three, caused all the rest to take flighl. 
On kaving the river. Hudson made direcdy for Europe. and arrived 
at Dartmouth on the 7th November, 1600. 

l-I e tnlnsmitled to the Dutch Company a flaltermg report of the 
country which he bad discovered, and recommended a seulemeot. 
They gave him so little encouragemellt that be was obliged to seek 
OOlployment from the London merchanta, by whom he was scnt on 
the remarkable voyage which resuittd in the explomtioo of Hudson ' , 
bay, nnd in the melancholy event of his own death, through a mu, 

. tiny of the crew. 
In virtue of these discoveries the Dutch claimed the country, and 

in IOJO sent out a vessel fo r Ifnlfic, Stalions wero formed on Man. 
hattan (Now York] illlnnd, which, in 1013, were clnimed by Argall. 
'J'hi. authority was merely nominal . and was utterly disregarded by 
the Dutch gavtrnment. In the following year a fort was built by 
some merchants, and other atations extended as fllr as the Mohawk. 

In 1620 the Dutch West India Company Willi incorpomted. Their 
privilrgel included the whole western coast of Africa. B! far as tbe 
Cape. with all the eastern shores of America from Newfoundland LO 
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the Straits of Magellan. Over this vaal territory they had tbe ex· 
clusive right of conciuding treaties, carrying on war, and exerci.ing 
all the functions of government. Thi. monstrous gmnt would in
clude. 8.! we have aeen, claims of colonies belonging to England. 
France, Spain, nnd Portugal. and was of course regarded. by thesI 
powers with any other than a favourable eye. All colonies founded 
on it were consequently fiercely disputed and most precariouaiy held. 
The weakness of the Portuguese crown enabled them to grasp Jarge 
portions of ils territory in Bn:l2:iJ and on the African COftlt; but in 
North America. nOI venturing to measure their strength with Britain. 
they contented themselves with silently enlarging their stalions on 
the Hudson , which the latter showed no disposition to occupy. The 
country was called New Netherlands; and a cluster of cottages 
where New Y ork now l!tands, was named New Amsterdam. 

In 1629 the Dutch government attempted to found an extensive 
colony in New Netherlands. It was planned on quite an aristocratic 
baais. Though lands lve re granted to detached settlcrs, yet opulent 
individuals were expected to CIlrry out bodiee of tena nts at their o .....n 
expenae--thoae tranaporting fifty becoming lords of mnnors, with the 

, absolute property of the lands thus colonized. They might poaseu 
tracta sixteen miles long, and even employ negro labour if desirable. 
They encountered, however, many difficulties; and two manol'll es
tablished on Delalvare bay were destroyed by Indians. A station 
on the Connecticut was abandoned on account of its proximity to the 
more powerful English one, and Lord Baltimore strenuously advo
cated his title to all land extending to the fortieth degree of lati tude. 
Besides this, the imprudence of their governor. Kieft, in killing, 
with little proYocalion, nearly one hundred indians, involyed him in 
a geneml war with that people, which, lasting two yeaNl, effectually 
checked the progress of New Netherlands. 

In 1646, Kieft Will recalled, nnd Peter Stuyvesant, an officer dis
tinguished for brevery and honesty, appointed to sucCE'ed him. The 
change \vIlS highly satisfactory to the people. By wisely adopting II. 

humnne policy toward the Indians, the new governor obviated all 
difficulty wilh them ; and also obtained from the company a release 
from the immoderate duties which had hitherto tmmmelled commerce. 
He su Wered. howefer. much trouble from the Englisb, wbo were 
eontinual1y extending thei r frootier on snd beyond the Connecticut, 
and set scarcely !lny limit to their claims. As the settle l1l grea~ly 
discouraged all idea of war with so powerful a neighbour, Stuyvlt
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av ..· .. "v. AnOLPSVa. 

Mnt WIIS obliged to obtain. by large conce!sions, a provisional com. 
P:l.ct, which. slthough never mtified in England, obtained for his 
people MOle security . Determined. bOll'ever,to find some elercise 
for his active mind. he resolved to chastise the Swedish colony for 
some violent proceedinp of the governor, Rising. This settlement 
was much inferior to New Netherlands, and the mo&ber country. 
after the death of Gustavus Adolphus. of Sweden, could afford it hut 
little ossistance. Having assembled a force of !U: hundred men. 
Stuyvesant marched into New Sweden. and after a Ihort 8:rugg!e, 
overthrew the government and incorporated the lettlernent with his 
own. A few of the inhabitants returned to their native country; 
the greater part yielded to the mild sway of the conqueror. About 
the some lime II little art enabled him 10 evade the claims of Lord 
Ba.ltimore. 

The company, though they did not grant any political franchiBes 
to the colonists. took great care to have them well go\'erned, and to 
check those despotic practices in which Stuyvesant, rrom his military 
habits. was prone 10 indulge. They prohibited likewise aU perse
cution, and studied to make the country a refuge for professora of 
e"ery creed . From France, the Low Countries. the Rhine. Northern 
Germany. Bohemia. the mountains of Piedmont, the suffering pro
testanls flocked to tbis U1Insntlnmic asyl um. Even the.N'ew Eng. 
landen, allured by the fine dimate and fertile soil, arrived in great.. 
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numbers, and formed entire villages. It therefore became expedient 
to have n secretary of their nation, and to iuue proclamations in 
French and English. as well 88 Dutch. 'ra augment the variely,the 
company introdu«,d as many negro slaves as they conveniently 
could. New York became, as Mr. Bancroft terms ii, a city of the 
world j its inhabitanta termed themsclves a blended community of 
various lineage. Unluckily for the Dutcb, the protestants of that age 
carried. generally with tbem an ardent attachment to civil lilJ.erty. 
which was pushed to its utmost beight hy thoae of New England. 
Their vieW! SOOIi found favour in the eyes eveD of the Hollo.nders j 

for . though lome of the more opulent were adverse 10 any very broad 
popular institutions, they could not forbear joining in the objection 
to he taxed without their own consent. [n novations of this nature,;t 
appeared, were agreeable neither to the company nor the governor. 
The colonists, having sent over a deputation to the former, obtained 
a few municipal privileges, but none of the rights ora representnlive 
government. Such was their perseverance, however, thn! they 
erected ooc for themselves, lby calling two deputies from each vIl
lage: and the body thus UllCmbled presented a remonstrance to 

Stuyvesant, claiming that their consent should be necessnry to the 
enactment of new laws, and even to tbe appointment of offieen. He 
recei ved tbis address extremely ill, and biuerly reproached them 
with yielding to rne visionary notion. of the New England(>JS ; 
sUtting thnt the Inws were good, and would continue to be well CJl.e
cuted, but could not be allowed to emnnate from the wa\'ering mul
titude. He derived his authority only from God and the WcstIndia 
Company, who would nuer become responsible to their own lub
jects. The remonstrants were therefore commanded, under a severe 
penalty, immediately to disperae. In this the complloy finnly sup
ported their governor, directing that the people should no longer 
indulge the visionary dream that texes could be imposed on ly with 
their own consent. They, however, cherished a deep dissatisfaction, 
which, though it did not brenk out into open violence. indisposed 
them to make any uertiona in su pport of a gove rnment under which 
they enjoyed no rights. 'fhi~ became of serious consequence in the 
criais thaI was now approaching. 

Early in 1664, Charles U., by an act of flagrant injuatice, ceded 
the territory of New No;ltherlands to hia brother, the Duke of York, 
although Holland and England were then at peace. To make 
good this donntien. Sir Roberl Nichola was sent oul with an expe-. 
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dition, to be reinforc~d by u detachment from another colony. He 
cast nnchor opposite Ntlw Amsterdam. in August. and aft~r landing 
upon Loug bland. flummoned the city to surrender. under promifle 
of respecnng the rights and property of the inhabimnts, and pt'nnit

•ting the continuance of their ancient law's. The governor, by delay 
and negotiation, ultempted to flvert the dsnger; but as Nichols de
clined all diseussion. the principal citizens. headed by 'Vinthrop 
from Connecticut, convened in the town-house, and drew up articlefl 
of surrender corresponding with the demand of the English officer. 
Stuyvesant, however, refused to sign them until the place was 
ItclUally in the enemy'fI hands. 

The government established by the Duke of York was by no 
mean, so lenient AS the people had a right to expect. Heavy tuxes 
were imposed, nnd in the 'Vur of the League, when Louis XVI. and 
Charles lI. were arrllyed agll.inst Holland, the colonists were treated 
with IIbsolute tyranny. Nichols exacted large sumfl of money by 
firat obtaining new plilents for the Dutch, nnd then levying heavy 
(ees on them. Subsequently, Lovelace avowed the poJicy of milking 
dUlies so heavy that the people might have opportunity to think of 
nothing but the means of paying them. Andros behaved with a 
rigor which excited open opposition i but Dotwithat~ing the num_ 
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berleu petitions for redress, received by the duke. he was (or n long 
while retained in office. and even applauded (or his energy in sup· 
pressing "oil mention of !lM~nbliea." At length . ho\"ever, he IVIL! 

I'f'called; nnd , wearied by importunities, James consented 10 allow the 
colonists repre.!'entation. 

The accession of Jomcs II. lVas hailed by the colonisUl with henri· 
felt rejoicings : but they soon found that their satisfaction had been 
premature. The king wos determined \0 abolish nil nppe.rance of, 
demnemcy. 1'he governor W88 instruCled 10 call no morc 8ssmnblics, 
bUI centre the legislative power in hi. own perllnn. In ] 688, An
dros arrived from E ngland with authority 10 unite all the New 
England Slates and New York under one abtolute control--nn an· 
llcxntion peculiarly odious to settlement! formed from hosti le nRtion&. 
Public feeling becnme completely alienoled from the crown; 80 that 
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the firm rumors of the revolution were received with uncontrolJabl$ 
delight. 

Meantime the king seDt orders for Nichola to continue for the 
present the administration of afliirs. But this officer had previously 
been obliged to deport for England, in consequence of the people's 
opposition . As the appointment waa.accompanied by the provision, 
"or to such Ill! for the time execute tbe !all'," Jacob Leis!er, the 
popu!ar lel!.der, applied this to himself, and assumed the gubern8t()o 
rial office. He held twO assemblies, and concluded a treaty with 
New England , agreeing to mise nine hundred men for the mutual 
defence, But though SUIJported by a majority, a powerful party dis· 
owned his authority ond insulted him in the capital. ACter much 
difficulty the oppoeition was put down j but King William took 00 

notice of Leisler', pretensions. 
In March, 1691, Colonel Slaughter arrived 81 New York to'loke 

charge of oif8ira. Leisler refused to acknowledge him, pretending 
that the colonel's commission was defective, and that he would abdi· 
cate only by an order from the king's own hand , Being unpopular, 
he ....'Os compelled. through an insurrection, to tender his resignation. 
Refu4ing to recf'il'c it, the new gOl'ernOT arrested him. and appointed 
a special commisaion for his trial . He was speedily condemned to 
death, ond with Milbourne, bis principal adviser, suffered on the 
,caffold . Sioughter himself died soon after, [August 2, IG91.J nnd 
wu succeeded by Colonel Fletcher. The only impenant set Qf 
Slaughter's administration was the renewal of a treaty with the Five 

, NlUiona. . 
Fletcher was an able officer; but his domineering temper, a fsuh 

too common in thOlle du)'s , 800n involved him in violent contests with 
the ASSt'mbly, A leading object wns the establishment of episcopacy, 
which after great exertions was sanctioned by the membera, with the 
salvo anntlud that the people should choose their own ministers. In 
a violent speech on this ~casjon, Fletcher so far forgot the dignity 
of bit atation Il.'l to denomioate the members iJJ·t.empered. stubborn 
and unmannerly, and eveo accu5C them of attempts to engross the 
entire J.t.gialnti\·e power. After the railure of his attempt to obtain 
command of the Connecticut militia, he seems to ha ve moderated hi! 
views, and gave up the fruitless scheme of intimidating the colonia! 
MSemblie., 

Fletcher was succeeded [ 1608J by the Earl of Bellamont. whose 
miU! government went far toward soothing the jealousies still cxlstinB .. 
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between the partisans of Leisler Ilnd their orislocmtic opponent!. [. 
was under his administration that the famous Captain Kidd was 
commiSllioned 10 suppress piracy . which had increased to an alarm
ing ellenl. This individual betraying his !rusl, turned pirate him
seJr, and after milking hi! name II. terror to teamen, WIlS at length 
arrested at Boston, lind sent to England for trial. 

Bellomonl died in 1101, and was succeeded by Lord Cornbury. a 
degenerate descendant of the Earl of Clarendon. Entirely oPPo.!Iite 
to his predecessor, he showed an embiuered enmity to the popular 
party, accompanied by II. bigoted otto.chment to episcopacy, and 
hatred of all other forms of rel igion . He seconded also the attempts 
made by Dudley \0 aubvert the charter of Connecticut. Indulging 
in eJ:.lravagant habits, he squandered large sums of the public mnney, 
and contracted debts, the payment of which hi! official si tuution cn
abled him to eude. He thus rendered himself odious and con
temptible to all parties, who uniled in a firm remonstrance to Queen 
Anne, and induced her to revoke his comm juion. No longer pro
tected by tbe pri vileges of office, he WBS thrown into pri!On, and ob 
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wned liberation only when the death of his father raised hinl to the 
peerage. 

Lord Love-lnce lucceeded, who, on his arrival. made II. demand, 
destined to cause much dissension, for a permanent salary to the 
go~emor . Yet his grneraI deportment was popular and satisfactory; 
but he li¥ed only a few months. The reins were then held for a 
ahort time by Ingoldsby, who alltO mnde himself very acceptable; lind 
in 1710, the office wa. filled by Sir Robert Hunter, a mnn of wil and 
talent. by which he had raised himself from a 101V rank in society. 
He went out; however, slrongly imbued with monarchical prin
ciples.and determined to resist the claims of the Assembly. In ad. 
,'ancing the demand for n fixed income. he made use of very offensive 
expreuions, insinuating doubts of their right to appropriate the pu blic 
money. and auspicions that it was the government, not the governor, 
whom they disliked. In the council also. the doctrine \\'a9 advanced, 
that the Assembly existed only" by the mere grace of the crown." 
The latter body strenuously vindicated their rights, and refuled to 
grant more than a temporary provision. They remonstrated strongly 
also against the rstahli,hment of a court of chancery, suspected to be 
with a view of increasing his emoluments. On this gTOund there 
seemed great hazard of a collision; but Hunter, being a aen.ible 
man, aod aeeing their very IImng determination, deemed ite:tpedient 
to yield; ond. duriDg hill latter yeors. he studied with 80CUSIJ to 
maintain harmony among the different branchell of the administration. 

He WI\.I 8ucceeded by BurDet. a son of tbe celebmted bishop nod 
hi.torian, an accomplisbed, ftmiable man. He appean to have zea. 
lously siudird the welfare of the colony; he beaune very geDeruUy 
popular; and was particularly .succcuful in gaining over the Indian 
tribel. Hil allempt, however, to maintain the obno:tioul court of 
chancery, involved him in violent disputes with the Assembly. On 
the advice of a few ptltri()(ic but indiscreet individuals. he adopted 
the injuriou8 measure of prohibiting all commercial intercourse be
t\\'een New York and Canada. In 1121) he was renloved, though 
compensated with the government of M48sachusetts. 

After a short inLervlI!, the direction of affairs WIUI assumed in 1732 
by Colonel Coeby, a man of such a violent character 0.11 created 
geoeraIaversion to him . Strong interest was excited by the trial of 
Zenger. editor of a journal which had attacked his administration; 
but through the e.lenions of Hamilton. an eminent advocate. he WIl.5 

triumphantly acquitted. Coaby died in 1736, and waa followed by 
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Clar~e, who, having given scarpely more satisfaction, yielded lb'. 
place in 1741 to Clinton, who ruled upwards of ten year! with con
sidemble success and popularity. His successor, Sir Danvers Oe· 
borne, suffered severely by the discovery. in 17M, of very arbitrary 
instruClioos transmitted to him from home. A greet ferment was 
thul! kindled . but gradually subsided; and we find :he royal auth~ 
ritv subsequently respected 'ill the tlme of the Revolution. 

ITHERTO little hos been said concerning 
the Indian tribes of this colony. Difficult ies 
with the F ive Nations ond other tri bes early 
occurred. [n 1640, Slnten uland was at· 
tacked and New Amsterdam threatened ; 
but pence was at length secu red through 
the exertions of Hogal Williams. Kieft 
rendered himself infamous for his cruelty 

to the red men, which but for the far different policy of Stuyvesant, 
would have produced serious results. In 1603, Kingston, [t hen caUed 
Esopus,] was unexpectedly entered by the Indians, and sixty-five 
persons kiUed or carried away. This was retaliated by II. force from 
New Amsterdam, who laid waste the In dian villagea, and kiUed II 

number of their warriors. 
But the most terrible calamity wh ich berel the colony while in the 

hands of the English, was the burning of Schenectady. Early in 
1690, several hundred F rench and Indians marched from Canada, to 
attack this viUage, which was then a somewhat remote settlement on 
the Mohawk . The weather wu IJO intensely cold, and the road 
lhrough wilds, forests, and mountain disl rict.s, so difficult, that only 
lhree hund red rt'ached the Mohawk, but in so dispirited a condition 
that they resolved to surrender. Arriving at Schenectady about 
midn ight, and finding eve ry tlUng in unconscious security, they 
again changed their design, and resolved to improve 80 fair an op· 
pollunity for massacre. They sp read themselves through the vii· 
lage, fired it in different places, and tomahawked all ages, sexes and 
conditions, that fell into their IlllDds. Sixty were killed and thirty 
carried off fo r torture. Many of those who eecsped the massacre, 
froze to death in journeying to other settlement •. This WIIa followed 
by various movements against the neighbouring lribes, until tho. 
treaty of Utrecht, in 17J3. 
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NEW .1BRSEY, 

"'T':W JERSEY, being a branch de

uched from the stale just named, 

will be coosidered most advanta

geously in connf.'ction with that colo. 


ny. When Nichols, in 1664, made 

the conquest of the united territory, 

the tract along the seaconat, from the 

wesl end .of Long Islond to the Delli.

ware, appeared to him the moat fa 

vourable for seLtienlent. He i'nviled 


thither farme rs from New England. who nlready displayed a migru

tory and enterprising character, and going in considerable numbers . 

formed along the shore 0. mnge of villages. W hile Nichols. how-· 

ever, was exulting in the success of these efforts, he was Slrtlck with 

ditl1nay by a commiuion being preaented to bim. in which the Duke 

of York constituted Lords Berkt'ley and Carteret proprieto ... of th is 


10 ,.2 2Sl 
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whol~ line of coast. It had been granted even before the news 
of the conquest arrived, and it may be presumed thai II. pecuniary 
consideration was given, though nothing transpired on that 8ubject. 
Chagrined beyond measure, he addr~ued to the duke a long Jetter, 
complaining that be had unguardedly parted with the most valuable 
portion of his patent, leaving New York almost without a territory. 
Not choosing to accuse the proprietors of having deceived his grace, 
he throws the blame on n Captain Scot. who he declares was born to 
work mischief. The grantees, it is urged, should be made to accept 
a tract of 100,000 acres on the Delaware, ,which, by an expenditure 
of £2{),000, might yield profit, nOI \0 themselves perhaps, but to 
tbeir children's children. The dulce., however, honourably deter
mined to adhere to hill. engagement. 

v THE proprietors, in order to in
'';' 	 vile selllen, granted franchises 

of 80me importance. One WIUI 

an Assembly, half at leM! of 
the membel'll of which were to 
be representatives. Elnd wi thout 
whose consent no tax could be 
imposed. Theowners reserved 
to themselves the veto and judi
cial appointmenu; but they per

mitted full freedom of religious worship. Carteret went oul lUI 

governor, and in compliment to him the colony wu called New 
Jersey. The profit of the proprietors was to arise solely from a 
quil-fenl of l d. an acre, to be le.,.ied only at the end of five years. 
All went on smoothly till that term arrived, when the settlera. being 
called upon for payment, showed very little dispoaition to comply. 
They urged. that they had purchased their lands from the Indians, 
and it was extremely hard, after advancing a price, to 1>8 required to 
give a rent also. Discontenta rose so high, that Carteret was obliged 
to leave the colony, and a nalUral son of hie own was ele<:led in his 
room : Soon afterwards. the country was conquered by tbe DulCh ; 
and on ita restoration next year, the people peaceably received back 
their old governor, who gratified them by postponing to 8 later period 
the demand for quit.rents. and by other concessions. T he proprie
..on, however, were considenbly annoyed by the rulcrs of New York, 
who. claiming righu of jurisdiction and taxation, particularly sought 
to prevent any trade, unleu through the medium of their cl\pitaJ. 
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James does not 8eem to have been disposed to 8anCllon any actuAl 
breacb of the original contract; nnd Jones, the chief.ju8Iice, reported 
on the most essential poi nls in favour of the seltlen. 'j'he local 
power. however. of the grenter colony . wielded by the impetuous 
AndfOl. waa-,uccenfully exerted to harnSIJ them in various modes. 

EANTlME. as Inte liS 1674, Lord Berke
ley. disappointed in the hopell with which 
he had embarked in the undertnking,sold 
half his territory for 2 1000 to a party of 
Quakers. among whom the chief were 
Byllinge, Fenwick, and W illiam Penn. 
In nrrangi ng with Carteret, who still reo 

tained his sharo, it WRS found most convenient to divide the province 
into two parts : these wero called En st and \Vest Jeuey-the latter 
being assigned to the new owners. But the duke, whose concur· 
rence was rt>quired in the tmnSliction, took the opportunity of ro
aseerting hia dominion O\'tlt that portion. which WflS aubjected LO the 
arbitrnry rule nnd taxation of New York. Jones, however, decidl'J 
Ihnt, thore having been no re!ervation of such claims in the original 
grant, they could not be now legally enforced. Hence, in 16S0.lhe 
province wna delivered in full right LO the proprif'tors, whose ohject 
was to render the place an asylum for the persecUled Quakers, 
a considerable number of whom were soon assembled, It became 
neceBSllry to gratify them by a constitution, based on principle. of 
liberty and even of equality; and they made pretensions to the 
election of their own governor. 

N 1682., Carteret, finding little satis
faction in his possession of New Jer
sey, aold all his righls to another 
body of tweHve Quakers, Penn being 
again one, The new owners, with 
II. view to extend their influence. add
ed to their number twelve morc of 
different professions-the principal 
of whom was the Duke of Perth, a 
noblt'man of great power in Scotland 

Hia object Will to off~ r an asylum to the Presbyterians of that country. 
under the iniquitous penccutioDs to which they were exposed, 
Hunted like wild beaau from place to place, it was justly thought 
that ffillny would gladly accept a home in the New World. A con 

• 



NEW JERS&Y. 

fliderable number were accordingly conveyed thither, and they formed 
a laborious, useful. and respectable clue of settlera. 

O'1'HING, however, could secure them against 
the determination fonnt'd by lames to subven 
the. rights of all the colonies. and establish in 
them II. completely despotic adminislrntion. 

Andros, without aoyexpress authority. began to 
eJercise both jurisd iction lind taxation; fi nd as 
these were strenuously resisted-the juries re
fu sing to convict under them-complaints were 

flent home of their insubordinrttion. The duke hl'reupon, forg('lling 
all his former pledges, ordered. in April, 1686, that writs of quo 
warrallto should be entered aguinst both Ellst Ilnd 'Vost Jerstly. 
"which ought to be more dependent on his majesty." The proprie· 
t01.ll. having in vllin attempted to deprecllte this measure, at length 
deemed it expedient to surrender their plltent, only soliciti ng Il gmn t 
securing their title to the soil; but. before the transaction could • 
be completed, it was interrupted by the Revolution, which left them 
in the possession of all their claims. They acted on them so feebly, 
however, that the country is represented as remaini ng nearly in 1\ 

state of anarchy till 1702. when they were ind,.uced to surrender all 
their political powers to the crown. The two lerseys were then rO! 
united, and were governed from that time 81 a royal colony • 

• 



CHAPTER XXll1. 

P£KNSYLVANIA A.."ID DBtAWA1tE. 

ILLlAJ.'f PENN was one of the most tJ/uslnOD' 
characters of modern limes. Born to rank and 
distinction, son of aD ndmiral who had a\tllint'd 

celebrity under CromlVeIl by the conquest of 
Jamaicn, he embraced at college the perseeu't'd 

':~~~~;;:;, cause of the Quakers, and devoted himself to it 
II i Jifl', Refusing to retract or compromise his 
\'iew8, he was expelled from his falher's boul!c, becoming nmennble 
to o.tlthe rigours then enforced ngnins t eccentric modes of rf'ligiou9 
worahi p Ilnd teaching. He indulged 0.1 first in certain exira va gnnte! : 
bUI ripening years, combined with extensive study, Ilnd (myel over 11 
great part of Europe. enlarged hill mind. and while retaming the 
!arne devoted attachment to what was vallmble in his system, he 
purified it from iL!J principal errors. His steady course of Christ inn 
kindnu, gained for him the general esteem of the public. Dnd ulti·.. 
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matEly led to a T('conciliation with his parent, who bequeathed to him 

the whole of his property. 
MONG the tenet! of thi, " h001. which Penn at all 

times advocated with the utmOll I zeal, WfUI that of 
complete liberty in religioul opinion and worship. 
It became, indeed, a leading object of hi, life to 

render bimself a shield not only to his own people. 
but to all who on thie ground were expOlltld to suf· 

'''''".''> fering and persecution. Unable liS yet fully to accomplish 
his end in the Old World, he concei ved the plan of providing 

for them, in the new conlinent, an asylum similar to that of their 
pilgrim ancestors. By founding tbere a slate oplm to the votariea of 
every faith, he might, he hoped, fulfi l this benevolent purpose, and 
at the same lime secure for hims~l{ a degree of imporlOnce Bnd 
wealth. He possessed', in virtue of his father's services, a claim on 
government, estimated at £ 16,000; but after a long delay, amid the 
exigencies of the court, he could not without difficulty have rendered 
it effective in any shape, except for one favourable circ\lmstance. 
He enjoyed the favour botn of Charles U. and James H., and was 
always a welcome guest at Whitehall. Thill intercourse with princell 
wbose cnamcter was so unlike hill own, excited in that age a feeling 
of surprise which we can scarcely avoid sharing. The most injurious 
surmises arose-he was represented as a Pl\pist, and even a Jesuit. 
He seems, however, to hllve clearly proved, that he never concurred 
in any of the illegal measures of tnoae rulere, but employed his in
fluence almost solely witb the view of oblOining protection for thoac 
numerous sufferers in whom he took so deep an intere!t. Had his 
object been money, he must have encountered many obelOcles in ob
taining it from the dilapidated treasury of Charle!. h WB! much 
easier to get the royal assent respecting a desert region beyond tht: 
Atlantic, whence no immediate benefit was derived. H ill pelition, 
preaented in June, 1680, WD./l referred to the agents of the Duke of 
York and Lord Baltimore, who declared it to be unobjeclionl\bJe, pro
vided the rights of Ihese individun.ls weTe preserved inviolate. Penn, 
therefore, aubmitted the draft of a charter, which, nfter being revised 
by Chief Justice North and the Bishop of London, was passed under 
the seal-royal. It gronted to him the tract in America extending 
northwards from tbe 40th. to the 43d degree of latitude, and five de
grees of longitude westwt\rd, from II. boundary-line drawn twelve 
wiles from NelVcasde OD the Delaware. Nearly the 8Ilme privileges 
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were conceded M were formerly granted to Lord Baltimore. 'l'he 
proprietor wallJ empowered to dillJpose of the lands in fee.simple, to 

levy taxee with the consent of the freemen or their delegates, to 
erect courts of justice, lind (what one might scarcely have expected) 
to mise fon:es for the defence of the p rovince by sea and land. There 
WIlS Jesen·ed, however, the sovereignty of the crown, and illl claim 
to aU...giance ; also an appeal from the courts to the king in council, 
and the right of parliament to levy custom-duties. The acts pll8sed 
by the Assembly and the owner were to be transmitted within five 
years to his majesty, and if considered unconstitutional. might bedis· 
allowed. The Bishop of London stipulated for the reception of 
a preacher. as soon as one should be requested by twenty of the 
seulers. 

with these ample power", 
Penn proceeded to give to the colony 
a constitution, on a very liberal footing. 
A council of seventy-two, elected by 
the body of the people, and having a 
third of their number renewed cI'ery 
year, carried on the ex('cutive govern· 
ment, in conjunction with the proprie. 
tor, who \\"a$ allowed three votes. 'I'bi, 
body was divided ioto fou r committees, 

of plantation, tmde, justice, aDd education . T hey prepared the bills 
and propositions wbich were submitted to the General Assembly. 
also elected by the people. T hey were to sit nine days only, during 
~igb t of which they were to consider the proposals made by the 
council, nnd on the ninl~ to pronounce their decision. This system. 
said 10 have been ccpied chiefly from the Oceana of Harrington, was 
not very well fitled for practical purposes, nnd had not a long dura· 
tion. 

"'~~E:N1S now circulated widely his proposals 
; through Britain, France, and Germany; 
the opprell!led and impoverished of every 

clan being invited to this land of prom ise. He reo 
commended it not only to thosc who suffered under 
religious pel'lecution, but" to industrious labourers 
and handicrafl8me n-ingenious spirits low in the 

world-younger brothen of small inheritances, instead of hsngingon 
.. retainr.n on their elder brother's table and cbarity laltly, to men 
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of an unil'ersal spirit, who have an eye to the good of posterity ." 
The oect'ssary e:xpense of conveyance WIIS atated to be-for an adult. 
£6; a child under. Iweive.£2IOs.; goods J?!J. per ton. Th~e who 
could not afford even Ibis moderate amoun t, were informed that. on 
engaging with emigranUl of propeny for a service of four years. not 
only would their passage be defrayed, but at the end of the term 
they would reeei'6 fifty acres, at 20. quit.rent. An extent of five 
thousand acres was sold fOf £100. with 50,. quit.rent. commencing 
only in 1684. Those "bo preferred might pay merely a quit-rent 
of l d. an acre, or £20, 16,. Sd. Smaller tracts were disposed of at 
corresponding prices. Poor men were allowed lifty acres at id. per 

acre. 
HESE advantageous terms, the troubled 

stllte of Europe, lind the high cMracter 
of the proprietor, caused his proposals 
10 be received with general favour. 
An influx into Alm'ricn took place, 
such as hnA never been equlIHed since 
the days of the first l!eulcrs. Between 
1682 and 1686. there arrivt'd ninety 
lIIlil, conveying an averngo of eighty 
passengers, in alluvcnty-Iwo hundred, 
besides one thousand who had landed 

In 1681. They had been lent under hi. l.:inaman Markham, to Lake 
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poIIW'sston of the country, and prepare tbe way fo r the larger colon)·. 
He found no difficulty in completing the purchase of an extensi'fe 
trllct of land from the Indians. on terms satisfactory to tbem, yet 
modemte for the buyer. 

"""'\ N October, 16S2, Penn arrived , witb a body of 
hi." two thousand emigrants. After some time 

spent in surveying his new possession!!, he, in 
the beginning of JiJS3, arranged a meeting 
with the native chief~, under the canopy of II 
spacious elm tree , near the present site of 
Philadrlphia. T bey appeared on the day ap

pointed, in thei r rude atti re, and with brandished weapons, beneath 
the shlldow of those dense wood!! which covered what is noll' the 
di!!lrict nf Kensington . On learning that the Engli~h ~pprOllchcd, 
they deposited thei r arms and sat down in groups, each tribe behind 
it!! own chirfUlin. Penn then stepping fonvard , in hi!! usual plain 
dress lind unarmed. held forth in his hond the parchment on which 
Ihe treaty was engrossed. In a simple speech, he onnounced to 
them those principles of equity and amity upon which he desired 
that all their future intercoul"3e should be cOllducted. H e besought 
them to keep this parchment during three generations. The Indians 
replit"d, in their usual solemn and figurative language, that they 
would live in peace with him and with his children whilt! the sun 
and moon should endure. A friendly display like this is by no 
means unusual in the first opE'ning of intercollTSe between civilized 
and 80vage nations j but !!eldom, indt"ed, does it long continne un 
broken . or fai l even of being succeeded by an embittered enmity. 
Pennsylvania afforded at least olle happy exception . Her founder 
continued with this 8avage people on te rms not only of pettce, ~ut of 
intimate unio n j he visited them in thei r villages, he 81ept in thei r 
wigwams j they welcomed him almost as a brother. Forty years 
afterwards they said to the governor, Si r \Villiam Keith, as the 
highest jlOflsible compliment :-" We e8teem and love you 83 if you 
were William Penn himself." W hat was sti ll more wonderful, the 
colonista, lhough they had to struggle with many uncongenial spirits 
in their own body, succeeded in maintaining good terms with the Ti ll.' 

tive. ; and for neRdy II century, the Indian tomahawk was nC\'er 
lifted against a people whc would have considered it unlawful to 

re tu rn the blow. .. 

, 
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H
IS n",xl object Wall to found a capital 

for hie new leuiement. He chotle 0. 

tlite upon a neck of land between tbe 
Schuylkill and Delaware, in fl situa
tion which appeared at once agree
able and healthy, abounding in water, 
and with convenient river communI
cations. He gave to it the name of 
Philadelphia (brotherly love), under 
which it hos become one of the most 

flourishing cities in the New World. Combining the toste for neat· 
ness ODd regularity characteristic of his people, with a love of rural 
nature, he planned a town comp0ged of parallel streets, each a hun
dred feet brood, cro!l!!led by athe" also spacioua, and lOme indicating 
hy their very names, Vine, Mulberry, Chestnut, that the verdure of 
the country was still to enliven them . The purchuers of five thousand 
acres were to have a houee in one of the two principal street" with 
a garden and orchard; those of one thouaand in the three next; .uch 
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aa were under one thousand acres, in the cr0S8 streets. In 1684, 
fift), Tillages. arranged in regular squares, had sprung up. on I 
simillr plan, though on a smaller aea1e. 

In December, 1682, Penn held an interview with Lord Baltimore 
It Maryland, for the purpose of adjusting the dispute cOllccming 
the boundary line of the new colony. After a tedious session, aDd II 
.till more tedious corrftpondenoe. the lower counties of the Delaware. 
comprIsing the present atate of that name, were yielded to Penn, 
while Maryland retained the etultern shore of the bay. 

1'he lIecond A88~mbly of Penn!}'lvania convened at Philadelphia 
tn Ihe spring of 1683. A charter of liberties Will proposed by Penn 
and adopted. thus securing to Ihe people all the privileges of a pure 
dcmocrncy. In Ihe summer of 1684, !.he proprielor was obliged 10 
retl1rn 10 Engl(lnd, ond the government devolved on Thomas Lloyd 
os president, o.uisled by a council. The memben of the latter body 
a ppear to huvc di8llgreed considerably among themaelves, but the 
colony enjoyed tmnquillity until 1691, when the lower counties 
sepamled f,om the main colony. They ever afterward "mained 
di8lincl under the name of Delaware. 

Pennsylvanians, who had owed every 
thing to James II., did nol share the gene",,1 
joy at hil abdication in HISS. The news 
wn unwillingly believed; and the govern
ment, till September, 1789, was Itill Idmin
istered in his name. This W8.I carefully re
ported from New York: while in England, 
charges were brought against the proprietor 

as adhering to Popery, or at least atrongly a~ched to the uiled 
houae. William, after somt! hesitation. deprived him of his patent; 
and in April, 1693, Benjamin Flet.cher, governor of New York , as
sumed authority alao over Pennsyl vania. The Assembly profcsaed 
their willingness tn obey, provided they were ruled in the usual 
manner, and by laws founded on letters-patent. But he intimattd 
that Ihey were much mistaken: that the change had been made on 
account of neglecta and miscarriages; and that his majesty'a mode 
of governing would be in direct opposition to that of Mr. Penn. It 
wu even maintained that all the (Ofmer la 11'8 had been abrogated. 
though a willingnell was expressed to re-enact the greller number. 
The Assembly, however, iD!illed on their validity j and, while 
Icknowledging the authvrity of the king, denied the charge of former 
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misgoyemment. They resiated 1180 the demands [or money; and 
thus II perpetual strife reigned between them and the governor, woo 
declared that nothing would remedy the e fjl but annention to New 
York; and complained thai, though hi' door was never ahut, it was 
avoided, as if it had been treason to be seen in his company. 

ENN, meantime. pasaed through many trials; and. 
afler being repeatedly acquitted, was arraigned on 
fresh cbarges. Howe"f'er, he IVlla strongly supported 
by Locke, Rochester, lind other friends; and aa nlr 

thing could be proved against him except II personal 
attachment to King James, without sharing his bigot
ry, Will iam, in August, 1094. russed the patent for 

his restoration. As he could not go out in person, Markham was 
again appointed deputy. But the Assembly, Ihou gh pleased to be 
rid of the royal government, did not show any greater deference 

10 that of the proprietnry. 
N 1699, Penn again visited the colony. His objeci 
seems to have been to obtain the consent of the people 
10 a constitution which, gmnting them every reMona
hie fmnchie, might preserve to himself the ordinary 
powers of an executive head. After much difficulty 

and opp09ilion, he had the address to carry his point. The original 
fmme was surrendered, and a Dew one formed, bued on the more 
commo~ and approved principles of representntive government. The 
Assembly, a.s elsewhere, Wil.l to have the power of originllI ing billl; 
hut these were to require the assent of the proprielRry. He oblRined 
al~o the important pri vilege of naming the council, and had thus to 
contend with only one populll r body instead of two, 

Penn had come to the colony with Ihe avowed intention of ending 
his days in it ; but he was prevented doing so in consequence of the 
introduction into parliament of a bill for the abolition of all proprie
tory governments. The measure was lupportl!d even by n consi der
able body of his own colonisls. On reaching England, however, he 
was grttlified to find Ihalthe project had ooen renounced lind the bill 
withdrawn. He acquired considerflblt1 favour with Queen Anne; 
but circulUSl.O.nces prevented his return to Pennsylvania. He died in 
1718, leaving the government of Ihe province to his sons, John, 
Thoma:s, and Richard. At the opening of the Revolutionary War, 
it was one of the principal coloniel, and Philadelphia was become 

the metropoli! of the British poueuions. 
! 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


~BB OAROL[NAS AND GEORGLL 


HE English were not 110 eager to settle 
tbe regions now called Carolina 88 they 
had been those of Virginia and New 
England, It will be remembered tbat 
the Spanish claim to that pan of the 
Atlantic COWIt north of Florida was 
8\ill good liS rar 118 Albemarle Sound; 
and the fins! intruders on ita soil bad 
iCll(oed by fatal experience thnt hi. 
Catholic majesty was not dispoted 10 

permit encroachments on hi, territory 
without at leut an attempl. to resist them. if we except II rew 3et

tkn at Man.aemond Tinf, OD. tbe bardera of Virginia, aod lIOme New 
2., 2U 
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England emigrants, who had purchased from tbe Ind ians a distrIct 
around Cape Fea r, no Englishman bad, as lale a. the year 1630, 
made Bny effort to senle !lomb of Vi rginia. In thai year Sir Robert 
Heath obUlined a patent; but being unable to fulfillhe condilif'DS, it 
was declared forfeited. 

The finn productive gl'lln! of this territory was gi'fen by Charles II. 
on the 24th of March, 1063, and includ('d under the name or Can>
lina the whole coast from the 36.1h degree north 10 tbe river San Ma
tb6(l. Among the patentees were Monk, duke of Albemurle, Lord 
Clarendon, Lord Ashley Cooper, anerwards Ear] of Shaftesbury, 
Lord Berkeley, find his brother Sir Wi Ilium, governor of Virgi nia. 
Drummond, a prudent and popular mnn, WIS the first governor. 
SeltiemenlS were made at Albemarle lind Cape Fear. while the emi
grants enjoyed political lind ptlr80nal immunities greatt!f than th048 
of the neighbouring colonie.. In J666 a new patent was obtained, 
e.ltending their territory to the Pacific. New privileges were heaped 
upon tht! settlers; Lord Shaftcsbury, lUlSisted by the celebrated John 
Locke. drew up (Dr them a constitution designed by the authors as a 
monument of legislati"e wisdom. It pro..ided for two orders of no
bility. di ..ided the territor)' into coumiel, ell.ch containing four hun
dred and eighty thousand acres, with one laDdgrave, or higher noble, 
and tWD caciques to each county. Lords of manors and freeholders 
Wflfe like"'ise established; but the tenants could hold no political 

~ 	 franchise. nor attain to higher rank . The proprietors were to be 
eight in number, possessing the whole judicial pOI..er, with the su
preme direction of all the tribunats. Such a ponderous system of 
baron!, caciques. lords. and mnnors, might have suited the feudal 
agel; but it was totally unfit for the government of a Dew colony. 
and, although strenuously supponed by the proprietors, never went 
into operation . Until the people should be ripe (or i18 e!tablishment, 
a series of temporary laws WRS established. more nppropridte to the 
condition of the new tcrritory. 

Meanwhile the people, having become dissatisfied with the nd
ministrator and collector of the revenue, rose in 1\ body, put him in 
prison, and summoned a parliament of their own. Culpepper, their 
leader, went to England to plend their cause; but he wn~ there ar
rested for high treason. aDd thrown into prison . Lord Shaftesbury. 
however. procured his acquittal. The proprietors then sellt out as 
governor Seth Sotbel i but his .dminiBtrati(ln was 10 unpopular as to 
Jead to deposition by tbe coionistl, and sublequellt trial before their 
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Alsembly. He was banished for one year. and declared incapable 
of again holding the office of governor in Carolina. 

The seulen now began to pay lome attention to the more aouthern 
provinces. In 1670 they sent out a considerable body of emigrant! 
under William Sayle, who was named governor. Dying lOOn after, 
he was succeeded by Sir John YE'amans, who was lubsequtlntlyac
cused of sordid procetldinge in carrying on what trade the youthful 
colony enjoyed. A eeuon of diesatiefaction seems to have succeedtld. 
which wu terminated only by the appointment of Governor Wr.st. 
a man highly acceptable to the settlers, and who, during ao adminis· 
tration of eight yean, enjoyed almDllt unbounded popularity. Emi· 
granll floc.ked to the territory, comprising among their numb<'r muny 
of the valuable mechanics driven from France by the revocation of 
the edict of Nantaa. Proposals were soon made for the foullding of. 
city. These being IP.vourabJy received by the people, n aite was 
chosen on a high piece of ground above the Ashley river; but this 
was afterwards changed to another SpOI, called Oyster Point. at the 
junction of that stream wilh the Cooper. At Ihtl former place Old 
Charleston WIIS founded in 1671, and the new city at the Intter in 
1680. 
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EST Will succeeded in 1682 by Moreton; 
!lnd be, in 1686, by CaUelon, brother to 

one of the proprit'tors. and endowed with 
tbe rank of landgrave. Und er these men, 
the spirit of faction, which had for some 
lime slumbered, broke forth lVith violence; 
and, during several yeal1l, disputes of the 
most aggravated nature were carried on 
between the proprietors, the governor, and 

tho coloniSIS. Amid this ferment Seth Sothol suddenly made his 
appearance; and, by the influence of part}'. found no difficulty in 
gaining the office of his unpopular prcdecenor, nnd in calling a par
liament which sanctioned all his proceedings. On hearing of Ihis 
affair, the proprietors lasued orders for his irnmcdio.te rocull , ap
pointing Philip Ludwell as governor, with instructions to examine 
and report as to any real grievances. Locke'S: constitution , which 
here, as well as in the northern provinces, had given rise to the 
greatest disorder, was abrogated, and quiet in a general degree re
stored. But a new source of dissension was found in the numerous 
body of French Protestant refugees, who were regarded by tbe ori
ginal "Church of England" sculel'S with feelings of national and 
religious aversion, and refused the rigbll of citizenship. At such 
treatment they were justly indignant; nnd diaputes rose 80 high that 
the proprietors senl out one of their own body, John Archdale, a 
Quaker, with full power to investigate and redress grievances. Con
ducting himself with g reat prudence, he succeeded fn greatly aUay
ing the discontent of the Protestant settlen. After remaining a year, 
he left as his succrssor Joseph Blake, who steadily pursued the same 
system; 80 thll.t in a few years parties became reconciled, nod the 
Frencb were admitted to all the rights of citizenship. In 1700 Blake 
was succeeded by Moore, who, two yean arter, planned and con
ducted an expedition against St. Augustine, which brought disgrace 
upon himself and a heavy debt on the colony. In 1700, the Span
iards, by way of retaliation, appeared before Charleston, and sum
mOiled it to surrender. Governor Nathaniel Johnson returned an 
indignant defiance. The invaders senl on shore a small party, who 
were immediately cut olf. Six small vessels, under Captain Hhett, 
then sailed against their armament, which fled in alarm. An ~ddi
tional force, both of' ships and troops, Wlis subsequently captured by 

the settlers. 
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A repose of several years followed this succeu. which ended by 
II war with the numerous Indian tribes of the ~jcinity. It broke out 
first with the Tu&earoras. This brave tribe made a furious attack on 
the Roonolte seUlers. killing more than one hundred of their number, 
and laying wasle part of the villages; but being roet by CIII'tain 
Barnwell, from South Cllrolinll. with nine hundred rind sixty men , 
they were totally annihilated as a nation. the rernnant soon aflennrds 
emigrating to the north, where joined the Five Nations. 

a far more terrible struggle WIl. 

now at hand. I nstigated by the 
Spllniards, the Yamassees. Creeks. 
Cherokees, and other tribes between 
Cape Fear and the Gulf of Mexico. 
united in a grand confederacy to ex
tirpate the English. T hey num
bered six thousand warriors. but their 
preparations for II genersl massacre 
were enveloped in profound secrecy. 

On the morning appointed, the work of deatb commenced in the 
VICinity of Port Royal. where ninety planters perished. Happily 
II. veuel lay in the harbour, on which the people crowded, and were 
conveyed to Charleston. The Indians, collecting from all sides, ad
vanced upon that town; two detachments, attempting to slop them, 
were dmwn into an ambuscade. lind suffered severely. But Governor 
Craven, having mustered twelve hundred men fit to bear arms. IIUC

Ct:l!ded in stopping their progress; after which. having received a 
reinforcement from North Carolina, he resolved on becoming the 
assailant, and moved against the allied camp. A struggle. long aod 
fierce, succeeded. The Indians, baving stationed themselves in all 
irregular, tangled spot, admirably adapted 10 their mode of warrare. 
dofended themselves with accustomed bravery. They were now
ever. completely defeated,and forced to abandon the colony. This 
war WIlS followed bv a aeries of internal commotions, which lil sted 
several years, and were ended only by the appointment of Sir Froncis 
Nicholson governor, under a commission from tbe king. A great 
object, during hi. administration, was tbe suppression of piracy. 
which, for a long period, had prevailed to an alarming el:tl'nt in the 
Bahama and neighbouring islands. In 1729 the proprietors sur~n 
dered their righta to the crown, whicb gratified the coloniSI$ by Ih~ 
entire remiuion of their quit- renta • .. 

• 
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An event took place 10 1694, wbu:h, tbough Iri.,ial in il!elf, WaJ 

destined to lay the foundation of 80 important commercial product in 
the 80uthern states. This WBS the introduction of rice. The cap
tain of II. Madagascar vesleltouching al Carolina. p~sented the go
vernOl" with a bag of this o.nicle, which, beiDg distributed among the 
planter1l, """8 lown, and throve so remarkably 11.8 in a few years to 
become a staple commodity. Negro slavery was aboullhe flam~ lime 

introduced. 
N 1728. General Oglethorpe. and otber distinguished 

.• ·i~!l'l"~ persoDs of England, presented a plan to government 
for the settlement of tbe Isrge district between the Sa
vannah and Alall!.maha rivers. which had hitherto been 
claimed by Florida. 'fhia was to liberate from the 

persons confined for debt, or minor oHenccl, nnd transport 
to the new territory, where, under tbe guidance of a commiuee 

of trustees, they might oct 01 a defence to the more inland provincell. 
The Icheme was favourably received, large lums were voted by opu, 
lent individualll for ita elecution; and jn 1732, Oglethorpe. with one 
hundred and sixteen penonl. sailed for the new settlement. In South 
Carolina bis followera were most enthusiastically received. Th. 



'''' ''t;~,;",,:r~.out in 1738. Oglethorpe de
]t atLack St. Augulltine, the 

1::')~,JI~r capital of Florida. Great preparationl 
were made for th is enlcrprile; Virginia 
and tho Carolinas furnilhed a regiment. 
as wvll liS £ 120,000 cnrrency; and an 
Indian force 
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colony WAI named Georgia;' in bonour of the reigning king. On 
arriving there, Oglethorpe's first care was to conciliate tbe neighbour
ing Indiana belonging to the powerful Creek race. His eJrorts belDg 
guided by lincerity and discretion, were crowned witb success. The 
Creek Icing met him at the settlement since called Savannah,6neltded 
by fifty principal chiefs, and was subsequently induced to vi~il Eng
land. where he held an inter'(iew with George J. The colony rapidly 
increased. Augusta waa founded on the upper Savannah, in .1734. 
1n the lOme yMr two partiel of emigrants arrived, numbering mON 

than fivp hundred. One hundred and fifty Highlanders allO joined 
the colony. In 1740, the trustees reported that 2,600 emi· 
grants had been sent out, at an expense of eighty thousand pound,. 
Among the residents were the celebrated clergymen John and 
Charles Wesley. The colonists complained of labouring under 
di8lldvsntages. Rum and slaVe! w'ere both forbidden-,a circum· 
lIance which caused them to loolc upon the Carolinas with peculiar 
envy. The lands were divided into amalliota of twenty.five acrea, 
and granted only on condition of military service, and descending to 
male heirs alone. Religioul feuds were added JO civil ones. The 
'VelJeys were driven from tbe colony. For a short period Georgia 
appeared on the verge ofciyii war. 

FFAIRS were rendered still 
farther critical by the Span_ 
ish war, which, after nume
rous petty aggressions, broke 

undertook to IIssisl. The 
governor, who Wn.8 thus enabled to make an invasion with two thou
sand meo, reduced two succeuive forti!; but the castle of St. Au gus. 
tine itself WIll found too Itrongly fortified 10 allow n reasonnbJe hope 
of reducing it un leal by blockade. Thil he expected lo accomplilh 
by the aid pf a strong flotilla, which came to co-opero.te with him. 
II proved. however, a very di.couraging service for hill undiscijJlincd 
wanion ; and the Indians, dilgusted by an e.tp.ression which elCllpcd 
him, of horror at their cruelty, went of[ The Highlanders, his best 

http:co-opero.te
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troops. were surprised, and a number cut 10 pieces; while Ihe rnllitia 
loel courage, broke the restrainta of discipline, and deserted in gre-at 
numbers. It being imp0S3ible 10 prevent the enemy from procuring 
a reinforcement and large supply of provisions, he wns obliged to 
noise the siege, lind return with his ormament seriously shattered, 

and his reputation impaired. 

T~ 
HE Spllnia'rda, Iwo years after, 
( 1742,J attempted to retaliate; 
and Montenno, governor of S\. 
Augustine, with thirtY-lwo ves

I': sels lIod three thousand mun, ad
\'nnc('d to uttae!': Frederica. Ogl.,thorpe's 
force was very inadequate. noll the aid 
(rom !he north both scanty and very slow in 
arriving i yet he acted so 8.S completely to 

redeem his military character. By skilfully using all the ad vantage, 
of his situation, be kept the enemy at bay; then by various stmta
gems conveyed sach an exaggerated idea both of bis actual force and 
expected reinforcemenL!!, tbat the Spllnish ultimately abandoned the 
enterprise, without having made one serious attack. 

Georgia was thus delivered from foreign dangel1l; but ahe con
tinued to suffer under her internal evils. The colonisL!! complained 
lba! abeurd regulations debarred them from rendering their produc
lions al'ailable, lind kept them in poverty. Numbers removed to 
Soutb Carolina, where they were free from restraint j and the Mora
vians, being called upon to take Ilrms contrary to their principle .. 
departed for Pennsyll'ania. Great elforu were made, as formerly in 
Virginia. to produce silk, hut without any success. [n 1762 the 
trustees relinquished their charge. Georgia became a royal colony, 
and the people were left Ilt full liberty to usc all the means, good 
and bad, of advancing themselves; lands were held on any tenure 
that best pleased them; negroes and rum were illlported without 
restriction; and II free intercourse WIUI opened with the West [ndies. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

THB SEVEN YEARS' WAR. 

';I;r" IT'HEIt1'O we have traced the history of each of the 
English colonies in America acparolely; for, although 
occasionally we hav~ lIeen them forming political 
combinations. yet, until the opening of the Seven 
YeaNl' 'Vllf, no object had been pre!enled to them 
sufficiently great 10 cause II combination of their ener

gies its attainment. Such an object now appeared; and from 
1764, the year in which Ihe French War commenced. the genet8li. 

tC 101 
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Z81ion of Ollr colonial history is the natural cons~uence of the pro
gress of events. 

The claim of France to the river St. Lnwrence and tbe adjoining 
country. was ft;)!Jnded QJl the early visits of earlier. Settlement wu 

6rsl attempted by De la Roche. II Briton, I",ho obtained (rom Henry rv. 
a plllenl of similarly extensive powers 10 thOle granted in England 
to Gilbert and Raleigh. .. New France" was found 10 open Into 

regions of vast extent; and though not of 110 Juxuriou.!J an upeci as 
Vi~giniR, yet affording greul advantages to an cnlerprising nation, 
both by 1\ lucrative fur trade, and valuablo coast fillherica. Roche', 
experiment proved. however, II failure j nnd De Monla, who mnde II 

similar one, was equally uusucceS!lful. 
The career of enterprise was nul undertaken by Samuel Cham

plain, who became the father of New France, or Canada. After 
exploring the country, he built and fortified Quebec, allying himself 
with two powerfullndian tribes. the Hurona and Algonquins. This. 
however, involved him in war with the Iroquois, who were friendly 
to the Englillh; and thus, at the ouLaet, the new colony became in· 
volved in cruel and unsatisfactory wan. Champillin's charter was 
IIOOn after ..brogat~d, and another sublliituted, whose object was to 
convert New France into a colony of the fint magnitude. This u
cited the jealousy of the English, who drove their rivals out of Aca
dia, and captured Quebec; but in 1632 both were testored to France 
by conventional agreement. Thirty yean of prosperity succeeded, 
during which the settlen obtained from the Indians Tumours of a 
mighty river to the west, larger tban the St. Lawrence, and empty
ing into some unknown ocean . Supposing thiB to be the long-sougbl 
stream opening the way to the golden regions of China and IndiR, 
'I'alon, the governor at tbat time, uBCd every exertion to discover it. 
Two of tbe colonists. Joliet lind Marquette, sailed in two lillie lndian 
barks, holding each three men, to explore the mysterioul regione. 
Sailing onward, they ascertained tbat the river emptied into the Gulf 
of Mexico, when, fearful of falling into Spaniah handa, they returned. 
In 1699, D'iberville founded Louisiana. New Orleans was leliled in 
1717 j and, in 1730, assumed 10 promising an aspect, that other eet· 
tlemen18 were extended up the Mississippi. Then it was tbat baving 
control of tbe northern lakes, and the mouth of the Mississillpi in tbe 
south, with comndenlble mililAry strength in Quebec, Montreal, and 
other settlemen19, the French first conceived the grand aebeme of 
ellendlllg a line of military posta along the Ohio and MjlSissippi, 
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from Canada to Louisiana. thua restricting the English colonies to 
the k'tritory ~t of the Alleghanies. As a commencement, they 
built Fort Duq·Jesne. (named ,net the governor of Canada.) at the con· 
ftuence of tho Monongahela and A!leghany rivera, and commanding 
the communication from MonlreallO New Orleans. 

It will he remembered that the English king'lI, chaner had granted 
"the land eltlending to Ihe Pacific. The French settlemenl8 were, 
therefore. conaidered as encrollchmenl8. which the Atlantic colonista 
determined to resist. The territory around Fort Duquesne was 
claimed by n British society called the London Company, three of 
Whrulfl eervllnl8 were taken by the French, and sent to a second fon 
on P:esque 18le. Soon after the French built two other fo rts, thus 
...."pleting the contemplated chllin of fortresses. 

HESE proceedings were considered 
Lieutenant·Governor Dinwid

die, of Virginia, as so mnny acts 
of nggression . Accordingly, 
with the approbation of the As
sembly, he delpatched Major 
George Washington with a let
ter to the commandant of Fort 
Duquesne, ordering him 10 eva
cuate. InthiaexpeditioD Wash
ington suffered many hardshiPl', 
and on one or two occaliODS 
came very near losing hi. lire 
Djnwiddie'. request was rr· 
fused. 

Ul"solving to expel the aggrel80ra by force, the Assembly raised a 
regiment, and placed it under the command of Washington. After 
dcfealiug a body of the Indian! at the Great Meadow!, he encountered 
a strong force under De Villierll. HUlily retreating, he threw up 
Fort Necel8ity, at the Meadows, where he was attacked, July 4th, 
1104. After fighting all day against five time. his numoors, he 
capitulated on honourable terms, and WIlB Illlowed to return to Vir
ginia. On the lAme day, a ~nvention of delegate. at Albany, after 
hnving effected a treaty witb tbe Five Nations, rejwrled a plan of 
colonial union, to be governeod by a general usembly of delegates. 
with a governor appointed by the crown. It wa disapproved, how· 
ever, by England and Mauachuaetl8, and did not go into efft;lCt. A. 
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plan WIIS finally adopted to carry on the war hy British troops, aide .. 
by such soldiers as the colonis13 could raise. 

Earl y in 1755, General Braddock arrived in Virgi nia witb two reo 
gimenta. designed as nn expedition o.gainat Fort Duquesne. At hi, 
request a convention of the colonial gove rnors a8S('mbll'd in Virginia 
and resolved on three expedition!l--One egainst Fort Duquesne; the 
second, under Governor Shirley, against Niagara; and the th ird 
against Crown P oint._ While this session was being held, th ree 
thOUSAnd militia of l\fHssachuset13 invaded Nova Scotia, captured the 
mili tnry posts, and drove off the inhabitants. 

Late in June, General Braddock, with twel ve hundred picked 
troops, and len pieces of artillery, mnrched for the Alleg hany. W ith 
the most culpable pride, he rejected the repreaent.o.tions of Washing. 
ton find other provincial officers to !COUT the wood. in advance ; nnd 
thus. while marching in the European falhion, he pennitted himself 
tn be drawn into a narrow defile on the Monongahela. at'ven miles 
from the fort. Here, on the 8th of July. he waa attacked by an 
unseen enemy secu rely posted amid the deep furestl on eltCh side. 
His men fought with Itern. hut ult'lesa bravery. 'Whole platoont: 
lunk before the Ind isn rifle. while not a foe wa. in ..iew: BraddOf"" 
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was mortally wounded; f!very officer. except Washington, carried 
from the field; and rout, detlpair, and uproar, took the place of dis. 
cipline. The provincials under Washington alone remained firm; 
and to their praiselVorthy efforts while covering the retrest and beat
ing back the shouting foe, W!l8 owing the salvation of that wretched 
remnant. Seven hundred British, besides provincials. were killed 
and wounded-and sixty·four out of eighty-five officers. The whole 
army. includiog a reserve of eight hundred under General Dunbar, 
fled in disgmceful hurry to Philadelphia, leaving the frontier ex
pOBed to the incursions of the vindictive foe. The victors in this 
battle are supposed to have numbered nine hundred. Shirley's ex
pedition llgainst Niagara was also a complete failutf!. 

At Crown Point a large party of General Johnson's troops was 
totally defented by the &ron Dieslcau, who subsequently made nn 
attack upon the English camp. In this he was mortally wounded 
and captured. one thousand of hia men killed or wounded, and hi! 
amy driven away. After this success Johnson might have advanced 
with flattering prospect! of success against Ticonderoga; but he spene 
the remainder of the campaign in idleness. 

In the following apring, war was declared between France and Eng
land. The plaD for tbis year's campaign WAll similar 10 that of ]766. 
CrOWD Pnint WAll 10 be attacked by ten thousand men, Niagam by 
IiI thousand, Duquesne by three thousand . While deliberations 
were going on 811 lo which should be attacked first, Montcalm, IUC

cellor to Dielkau, invested Oswego, llormed and took the worb, 
made the whole gttrrison prisoners, and razed the fortificatiolU to the 
ground. At this daring el:Jlloit the British were confounded, their 
grand schemes broken up. and the whole fall and summer spent in 
doing nothing. 

At the close of the year a str!lng reinforcement of British troops 
arrived under Lord Loudoun; find the campaign of 1767 opened with 
high hopei of success. Loudoun's design was 10 improve on the 
errors of his predecelsors, and make but one grand attack, of which 
Louisburg was the object. He sailed there with a great army, nnd 
finding thf! wnrka stronger than had been expected, returned to New 
York. About the same time Montcalm descended from Canada to 
tbe works 00 Lake George. and captured Fort William Henry, one 
of the main depcndencica of the English. While the garrison IYIlS 

marching out. a furious attack IYIUI made upon them by the hoatile 
lndians, and no less than fifteen hundred men, women, and cbildren, 

'" 
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nlllesncred. ,Vhelher Montcalm could have prevented Ihis butchery 
or not, is unknown; bUI it has leCt an indelible stain upon his me • mory. This event diSllipated the ahadowy achievements which were 
to have been accompliahed that year, and left the French complete 
masten of all the territory claimed by them at the beginning of 

·.!l~ war. 
Thill coune of folly and imbecility was about drawing to a close. 

The king, compelled by popular indignation, appointed a new min
ieuy, of whom tbe master spirit was William Pill, afien\'ards Lord 
Chatham. He WII! probably the greatest war minister e\'er Eng
land produced. He wns so popular in America, that in answer to a 
requisition for trOOps, three colonies mised in a little whilt! fifteen 
thou!and troops. At the opening of the campaign of 17f,s, General 
Abercrombic,successor to Loudoun, found himself at the hend of lirly 
thousnnd men. Part was to reduce Louisbourg i pAn, Ti conderoga 
and Crown Poi nt, and the remainder Fort Duquesne. 

'rhe first expedition numbered fourteen thousand men under Gene· 
ral Amherst, and reached Louisbourg, June 2. Tht! French garrison 
numbered three thousand men, under the Chevalier Drucourt. The 
siege was prosecuted with vigour for three weeks, when the town 

surrendered. 

Abercrombie mustered his forces at Albany, and embarked ou 


Ilkc George with lifieen thousand men and a formidable traill llf 
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• 	 nrtillery. On laymg siege to Ticonderoga he led his troops upon It 

brt'astwork o( trees, where, bc<:oming entangled, they were tirt'd 
upon by R perfectly secure enemy until two thousond of their num . 
ber were killed or wounded. The de3igns upon the (art and Crown 
Point were then abandoned; but It detachment was sent against Fort 
Fromignac, which, being abandoned by tbe greater part of ils gar
rison, surrendered. Circumstances gal'e to this lasl feat more im. 
porttlnce than it could ever have acquired on the basis o( military 
merit. It had hitherto (onned the depot of Fort Duquesne, which , 
oeing now cut off (rom provisiona, was abandoned by its garrison, 
who descended the Ohio in bonts. At tbis unexpected turn of for
lune, Genernl Forbes, leader o( the third expedilion_ who had been 
from July to November marching (rom Fort Cumberland. Va., to the 
Laurel H ills, sometimes at the rate of a mile n day- pushed rapidly 
(orward, and [November 25J entered the abandoned works without 
resistance. The name was changed to Pittsburg. General Forbes 
died during his return 10 Philadelphia. 

In the (allowing year Pitt determined to attempl the conquest of 
Canada. 1'he main atllick was to be conducted by General 'Volfe, 
• young officer who had distinguished bimself before Loui,bou rg 
~nerDl Amberst, who lucceeded Abercrombie, after reducing Ticon. 
,wro~ and CroWD Point, was to join Wolfe al Quebec. Niagam 
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was to be Trduted by General Prideaux. Ticondero£1' was aOOn· 

doned by its garrison on the appearance of the English army. The 
same thing happened 0.1 Crown Point. Fan Niag:lrn WIUI bfosiegea 
by Gt'neml Prideaux on the 6th July; hut he being killed, the com
mand devolved on Sir ·WiIliam John!On, who gained Il bailie over the 
rrrillon in ('In open field cho!en by themselves. After lhis they re
tired to Iheir. worh. arId on the. 25th cllpitulo.ted. 

Meanwhile Wolfe {'mbarked at I,.ouiabourg with eight thousand 
men, and landing before Quebec offilred Generol Montcalm battle. '. 
It WIlS accepted , nnd Ihfl English wore defeated. Not discouraged, 
Wolfe landed his men [September 3J at Point Levi, nod determined 
to acale the heights of Abraham, hitherto considered inaccessible. 
On the following morning the astonished Montcslm beheld his enemy 
drown up in battle slTlly on the ~ountain. But with the courage 
of II noble nature, he determined to march out and gi're baule. ']'he 
dispOlition of the armies was masterly, and the action ""orthy of the 
two greatest generals in America. At ita commencement, 'Volfe wat 
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wounded in the wrist. lind not long afterward! in the body; but he 
still cheered on his men until a third ball pierced his breast. and he 
WII8 convey,ed to the relit. Monckton. second in command, also flll/. 
About tbis time the French centre WIlS broken ; and the Highlanrttll'll, 
rushing forward with dmwn swords. completed the rottl. When in 
the agonie. of death Wolfe was told thai the I'nemy were flying, he 
exclaimed_"I die coment." Some time after, hill gullant antagonist, 
Montcalm, also mortlllly wounded, expired. expressing his satisfaction 
that he "lVould not live to lee the Iturendcr of Quebec." Thf' city 
immediately capitulated. Next year Montreal was Ulken, with aU ita 
dependencit'8; and henceforth Canada WIlS 11. British province. This 
victory cloeed the war in America. The treaty of February 10. 1763. 
secured to the colonie8 and mother countty all tbey had claimed be. 
fore the war, together wilh tbe entire French pouesaions ;0 Ibe 
DOW United State •• e:rcept Loui.iana. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

COMMENCEMENT OJ!' TlI'E RE'VOLtJTIOlif. 

~m':N the Sc\'cn Yean' War had closed, the people 
of the American colonies of Grel'll Britain ,yere full 
of loy!lty and attachment to the mother country. 
But thesc diapoaitions were speedily changed by the 
ill-judged meosurea of the British ministry. Plan, 

(or taxing the colonies had been Juccessi'l'ely propOllcd to Walpole 
and Pitt; bUI those wary ministers declined the experiment. Gren
.,ille was bolder, and after causing dUlie. to be impMed on severol arti· 
cles of import, succeeded in carrying the {amous Stamp Act in 
March. 1765. This act, which impOIed a In on the poper USffl for 
!lOleS of hand, billa of exchange, and other documentll used il. the 
ordi nary transaction. of buainan, wae regarded by the colonics lUI 

unreasonable and tyrannical. It WIUI received with a burtlt of indigo 
nation tbrougbout the country. Tbe colonial Assemblies generally 

u. 
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p"Ased resolutions denouncing the act in strong terms. A congres. 
of deputies, ,um moned by a resolution of the Massachusetts Assem. 
bly, met in New York, Oeto!w.r, 1766, to consult on the grievance. 
under which the colonies laboured. in consequence of the late enact. 
ments of ilie British Pat:i"ment. All the colonies except New 
Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina. and Georgia, were repre. 
lented. A declaration of rights and grievances. a petition to the 
ICing. and II. memorial to each house of pariialllelll, firmly remon. 
llrating against the oppressive acts of parliament, and earnestly en. 
treating a redress of grievances, were voted. and the congress dis
solved on the 26th of October. 

The storm of popu lar indignation , however, still continued, and 
lerioua riots ens ued in Boston and in other parta of the country. 
where the Stamp Act was attempted to be enforced by the officers 
of government. Resolutions and combinations IIgainst the importa' 
tion and UI6 of British manufactu res foll owed Ihese popular demon. 
llrations. 

Meantime Dr. Franklin, and the other American agents in Lon
don, aided by the Prime M-inister Conway and 'Vi Uiam Pitt, were 
"'l1Iestly endeavouring to obLain a repeal of the SLamp Act. 
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'J'o thc furtherance of this meosure, the ministers first introduced 
what tht'Y called Ihe Dedaratory Act. It pronounced that thtl king 
lind pnrliament had n right to make laws to bind the coloni.:s and 
people of America, subjects of the crown of Greal Britain, in all 
cases whntsoever. A! soon 8! thi! bill \\"8! passed, that faT the 
repeal of the stamp act wa! introduced. Atler violent and protracted 
debates, in which Pitt participated, although he wa, dangerously 
,ick, the bill at length passed the House of Commont, by a vote of 
215 to 167 j and notwithstanding a ,till more violent oppOliition. and 
the entry of two proteslII, its friends succeeded in gelling it through 
the HOllse of Lords. After receiving the king's approval, i ~ became 
n law, March 19, 1766. 

The plluage of this bill WaB received with the liveliest demon
,trations of joy by the inhabitants of London, whef'1' the church-bells 
were rung and the houses illuminated. In America, where the 
people could not even hope for .uch an event, the intelligence pro
duced a transport of surprise. exultation, and gratitude. Than!!:. 
were voted by the legislatures 10 Lord Camden. Pitt. and others. whf' 
had befriended the coll)nial interes19. 

The burst of good feeling which followed this conciliatory meaaure 
was somewhat allayed by the declaratory act, in which the right of 
ltlXation was still asserted; and new aCll of oppreaaion soon ra· 
a\\'8kened discontent. Indemnity for damage done by the riots was 
demal1ded j troops were ordered to be qUlHtered on the citizens; 
an act imposing duties on glass, paper. pasteboard, white nod red 
lead. painteD' colours, and tea, Will paned, (June 21), 1767.) ond 
new regulations for collecting tbe revenue were rigorously enforced. 
4.ltercations between tbe colonial Aaembliea and the royol governora 
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lollowed th~s6 measures or Townshend, the minister. who died In 

1767, and was succeed~d by Lord North. 
The seizure al Boston or the sloop Liberty, owned by the popular 

merchant, John Hancock,led to a serious riOI; -and Ihe quaneringof 
troops,(November 10,1767.) in the representatives' chamber, tbe 
court.house, and that cradle of liberty, Faneuil Hall, was regarded 
as the ffiosllerrible outrnge which tbe citizens had ever endured. 

Non·importation agreements were entered into by nearly all the 
colonies, on the one hand, and a proposition fo r trying American 
olfendelli ill England, was entertained on tbe otber; white the alter· 
cationl between tbe royal governoTsund the colonilll Assemblies were 
vigorously kept up. In Boston, the prelence of tbe Brilish troop. 
WIlS Il pe rpetual sourcll (If irritation. On Ihe &Ih of Murch, 1770, a 
collision took plnce in King Ilfeet Oo'IW culled Stulll Btrtmt, Ixltween 
the loldiers and citizt'ns. 'l'he IOldiers, being pelted with anD\\,· 
balls ond pieces of ice, called for the protection of n guard. Cnptain 
Preston's company, then on guard, came to the;f relief. A charge 
Will ordered without effect. 'rhe mob dared the !oldien to fire, and 
tin one of their number being actually felled with a club. "they fired. 
Three men were killed, and several olbel'!l wounded, or whom alit 

after\! :lTds died . .. .. 
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These martyrs to the cause of liberty were buried with great 
pomp. and the Boston maS88.cre W8I annually commemorated long 
after .by a grand IIssemblage and the delivery of an eliciting oratIon. 
The officer and soldier., who bad caused the death of the citizens, 
were defended on their tr ial by John Adams lind Josiab Quincy. 
The caplilin and six men were acquitted, and two men wt>re found 
guilty of manslaughter. 

In Rhode Island, the destruction or the British armed schoone r 
GIlSpe{', in consequllnce of her firing on a merchnntmnn, was one of 
the bold aCls which mark the spirit of tho timo. A rell'ard of £500, 
together with a pardon to the informer, (niled to shake the fidelity of 
any of the numerous party concerned in thi. affair. 

The determination of the colonists to resislthe introduction of lea 
.ent out by tbe East Indin Com puny, led to the mOSI serious rioL!l. 
The permission lo tbe company 10 uport tbis articlt! free of duty 
made it cheaper to the American consumer thsn before ;t had bee-II 
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mode Il source of revenue, so thllt in this instance the resistance was 
ffillde to the principle oj laxa/ion. Cargoes were sent to Nelv York. 
Philadelphia, Charleston , (South Carolina.) and Boston. The inhn· 
bitant. of the citie.of New York and Philadelphia sent the ships oode 

to London, "and they !ll.iled up the Thallle1l to proclaim to all Ihl 
nation , that New York and Penn.ylvania would not be ensl8\"ed." 
T he inhllbitanll of Charleston unlOllded the lea and stored it in dam.. 
ce1l1l.l'8. where it could not be used, and where it fi nally was aU 
lpoiled. The inhabitants of Boston tried every measure to .end 
back the Ih ree tell .hips which had arrired there, but without .uc. 
cea. The agenll of the company would nnt release the captain. 
from their obligations; the custom·house officera refused them clear. 
Ilnte., snd the governor would nnt allow them to pass CaSile William. 

'I'he veuels containing the tea Jay for some days in the harbour, 
watched by II. strong guord of citizens, who, from a numerous town. 
meeting, d~8p8tched the m08t peremptory commands to the ship. 
masters not to land their cargoe8. At length, the popular rage 
could be rC8lrnined no longer, and the consignee8, apprehending 
violence, look refuge in Costle William, while, on the 16th of 0.,. 
cember, an assemblage of men, dressed and painted like Mohawk 
Indian. , boarded the vessels, and threw the tea into the doc!.: . In 
tbe space of about two hours, the contents of three hundred ar,d 
forty·two cbesta of tes. valued at £ 18,000 sterling, were Ihu~ de· 
AllOyed . 

Thi. act led to the passage of tbe Boston Port Bill, (31st March, 
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1774.) prohibiting the lading or unlading of goods and merchandize 
at Boston after the lst day of June, until the retnrn of obedience and 
the indemnification of tbe East India Company for the tea destroyed. 
To enforce the enactments of thi. bill. four ships of war were oN.jered 
to sail for the proscribed town. General Gage, tommander-in-chief 
in America. was appointed GtJvemor of Massachusetts Bay, in lh", 

room of Mr. Hutchinson; and he was authorized to remit forfeitures 
lind grant pardons. He arrived on the 13th ofMay. 

The effect of this stringent proceeding was exactly tbe reverse or 
what had been anticipated by the British ministry. Instead of 
diviiling and intimidating the colonies. it united and emboldened 
lhem. 

The necessity of a general congrcss was soon universally perceived. 
and th#l measure was gradually adopted by every colony, from New 
Hampshire to South Carolina. On the 4th of September, delegate! 
from eleven colonies appeared at Philadelphia; and, the next day, 
the first c!l:llinental congress Wf1.8 organized at Csrpenter's Hall, in 
Chestnut Sl=,~t. On the 14th. members from North CnTolina aT 
rived. making t ~el ve colonies that ....'ere represented. It was resolved 
that each colony should have one "9'ote, whatever might be the num· 
ber of ill representatives. They made a declaration of rights; reo 
IIOlved on an addresa to the king, a memorial to the people of Britith 
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AmeriCII, and on address to the people of Oreat Britain. These 
paperll had ft great etrect both in America and England. They in 
spired the people with confidence in their delegates; and their 
decency, firmness, nnd wisdom, caused a universnl feeling of teapect 
for the congress. 

Genel'lll GRge. in the mt'an time, was nidently anticipating a re
aort to arms. He seized all the deposits of llowder and proviaion 
which he could reach in the neighbourhood of Boston, aDd began to 
fortify the Neck, which IInites it to Roxbury. The representatives 
of the people of MasSIlchusetts assem bled in convention; remunstrated 
against these proceedings; appointed a committee to prepare a plan 
for the immediate defence of the province; gave orders for tho en 
listment of a number of the inhabitants to be in readiness, (It a 
fllinufl:', !I'oming, to appear in arms, lind elected three genernl 
officera. Preble, 'Yard, find Pomeroy, to command tbese minme·men. 
At 11 subsequent session, in November, they took measures fo r arlll
ing the militia, and appointed two mote officers, Prescott ond Hellth. 
They al!o secured the co-opemtioD of New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, and Cunnecticut, in nUsing an army of twt'nty thousand meo. 

'" 
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In Rhode Island and New Hampshire, the ordnance and ammunition 

IVcre secured for the use of the pc-Gple. 
The British ministry. when apprised of these acts, disregarded the 

attempts of Chatham and Burke to have the grievance. of the colo
nilts removed, declared Ma!S8chu8<'Itt! in a slale of rebellion . nnd 
caused a bill to be passed restricting the ciliooiol commerce and fish· 
erics, while John Hancock and Samuel Adluns, lind 11 band of other 
leading spirits, were stimulating the colonies to the most determined 
resistance. Oppression and menaces of force on the one hnnd, and 
discontent and n determination to be free, or die in tbe cause d free· 
110m, on the other, were now spet'dily bringing affairs to n ... ·isis. 



---. .
 

CIL\PTER XXVII. 

FIRST nOSTILITlES Oli' TUE REVOLUTIONA.RY WAR. 

HE first serious collision between the colo
nists and the British troops arose (rom an 
expedition sent out (rom Boston by Gene
1'81 Gage, to destroy lome military stores 
deposited at Concord. For the execution 
o( this design, he, on the night preceding 
the 19th of April. detached Lieutennnt
Colonel Smith nnd Mlljor Pitcairn, \vith. 

eight hundred grenadiers and light infbnlry, who. at eleven o'clock, 
embarked in bouts nt the bottom o( Boston Common, croued Charles 
ri"er, and having landed at Phipp's (arm, in Cambridge, commenced 
a ailent and expeditious march (or Concord . Although meuures 
haa been taken to intercept any expresses that might be sent (r(lm 
Boston to alann the country, yet some messengers (rom Dr. Wllrren 
eluded the British patrols, and gave tbe alarm, which was rapirlly 
spread by church-bells. signal·guDs. and volleys. On the arrival of 

'" 
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the British troops at Le:rington, ai:r milea below Concord , they round 
about ee\'enty men, belonging to the minute comptlny of that town, 
on the parade. under arms. Major Pitcairn , who led the van, gal. 
loping up to them , called out, .. Disperse, disperse, you rebels ! 
throw down your arms, and diaperse I" ~ T he .turdy yeomanry not 
instantly obeying his order. he advnnced nenrer, fired his pistol, 
flou rished his sword, Bnd ordered his soldiers to fire. 'J'he troops 
cheered. and immeC;att:iy firl'd; severol or the provincials rell, and 
the rcst dispented . T he British conti nuing to discharge thei r mus
kets afte r the dispersion . a part of the fugitives atopIJed, and returned 
the fire. Eight A mcricans were ki lled, three or fou r of them by the 
fi rst discharge of the Bri tish. the res t after they had h,ft the pftrade. 

Sel'crnl were also wounded . 
T he British now prcssed for ward to Concord, and dest royed th~ 

stores; but in thei r retreat they encountered tho c:rnsperntrd people. 
who had riscn in a mass. A Mvere conflict took place at Concord 
bridge. Their retreat towards Le:ri ngton lIIas haTllSSf'd by n galling 
fire from behind 8tone walls. trees. hillocks, nnd hedges. T he pro
yincial soldien were e:rcellent markamen, and their superior k now· 
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ledge of the country enabled them to hend olf the British troops at 
e"ery turn of the toed . Thus haratsed, they reached Leltington, 
where they were joined by Lord Percy, who, most opportunely for 
tbem. had arri"ed with nine hundred men, and two pieces of cannon. 
The enemy, now amounting to about eighteen hundred men, ha"ing 
halted an hour or two at Lexington, recommenced their march; but 
the attack from the provinciuls was simultaneously renewed, and an 
irregular yet very galling fire was kept up on each flank, lUI well as 
on the front and rear. The cloee firing threw the British into 
great confusion; but they kept up a retreating fire on the militia lind 
minute-men. A little after sunset, the regulars reachl'd Bunker's 
Hill, where, exhausted with excessive fatigue, they remllined during 
the night, under the protection of the Somenet mlln-of-wnr, and the 
nut morning went ioto Boston. If the Salem lind Marblehead regi
menlll had arrived in season to cut off their retreat, in all probability 
but few of the.detachment would ever have reached Boston. Of the 
Americans engaged throughout the day, fifty were killed and thirty_ 
four wounded. The British loss wos siltty-five killed, one hundred 
and eighty wounded, and twenty-eight prisoners. To their wounded 
prisoners the Americans behued with the utmost tenderness lind 
hUlnanity. and apprised Gage tb,at he was at liberty to lCod the lur. 
geoos of his own anny to minister to them . .. 
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The illir of Lexington was the signal for war. The provincial 
congress of Massachuseus mel the next day after the battle, and de
termined the number of men to be mised; fixed on the payment of 
the troops; voted an issue of paper money; dl't'w up rules and regu· 
.stions for an army; and all WM dona in a business-like manner. 

The news of the battle caused a rush of volunteers towards the 
scene of actioo from the surrounding colonies; and twenly thou
sand men were soon assembled, forming a line of encampment from 
Roxbury to the river Mystic. hoMing the British army. under Gene
ml Gage. besieged in 'Boston. 

In Connecticut an expedition WRS set on foot for surprising the 
fortresses of Ticonderoga and Crown Point. Forty volunteers pro
ceeded to Castleton, where they met Colonel Ethan Allen with two 
hundred and thirty men. 

Here they were all uo'cxpectcdly joined br Colonel Benedict Ar
nold, who meditated a similar project. He wal admitted to act as 
auxiliary to Allen, who held the chief command. They proceeded 
on their expeditiC'O'I, and arrived on the night of the 9th of 1\1ay on 
the shore of Lake Champillin, opposite to Ticonderoga. Allen and 

_ Arnold crossed with E'igbt),.three men, and the two colonels entered 
the fort abr('1Ult, at breRk of day. All the garrilon were we.ep. ex· 
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upt one sentinel, whose piece miMing fire, he attempted to e!CIlpt. 

into the fort i but the Americana rushed after him, and formi ng them
selvea into a hollow square, gave three loud huzzas, which instantly 
aroused the garrison. Some skirmishing with swords and bayonets 
cnaued. De la Place, the commander, was required to .urrender 
the fort. "By what authority T" he asked, with DO unnntl1J'D.l lur
prise. "I demand it," replied Allen, .. in the name of the Great 
Jehova h, and of the Continental Congress!" This extraorrlinary 
summons was instantly obeyed; and the fort, with its valuable stores 
and forty-ni ne prisonen!l, WIl8 surrendered withou t delay. 

Colonel Seth Warner was then despatched to Crown Point; and 
he took possession of this place, in which a serjeant and twelve pri. 
votes formed the whole of the garrison. A British sloop-l,f-war lying 
offSt. Johns, althe norlhern end of Lake Champlaiu, "·os soon aftar 
captured by Arnold . 

Thus the Americans. without the loss of. a sing:le man, acquired, 
by a bold and decisive stroke. two important post.!). a greal quantity 
of anillery lind ammunitIon, and the command of Lake Gtorge and 
Lake Champlain. 

In May, Generaa Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, am.,.ed at Boa. 
lon, with reinforcement.!) for tbe besieged garru.on. Geuemi OtIgl! 
now offered pardon to all who would lay down their arms, except 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock; and he declared tbe province 
under martial law. In June, tbe colonial genern/s dClerlllined to 
occupy Bunker Hill, in Charlestown. On the evening of the 16th 
of June, Colonel Prescott marched from Cambridge (or tbis purpose; 
but, by some mistake, he took ground on Breed's Hil~ much nllarer 
Boston, and within range of its cannon. By labouring diligtntly 
through the night, his men succeeded in raising a respectable r('doubt, 
whicb was assailed at break of day by The Lively sloop-o{.wnr, und 

. a battery of six guns on Copp's Hill. at the north end of Boston . 
• Undismayed by the lire, the provincial soldier!! laboured Ilt their in 
trenchments till the breastwork reacbed from Ibe redoubt to the bot. 
tom of tho bill neor the Mystic. New·mown hay Ilnd woodlln fences 
formed a pllrt of their malerials. 

As the secu re posge~sion of Breed's Hill would render Boston un

tenable, G.:-neml Gage d('tllcbed Generals Howe and P igot, at noon, 

with ten companies of grenadier!!, ten of infantry, and some artillery, 

to dislodge the provincials. Landing at Monon's Point, I-Io"·e de

cided 10 IVsit for reinforcements, s.nd at 3 o'clock moved to tbe 
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attack with three thousand men; while the town of Charltstown 
being set on 6re. added terri6c grandeur to the approaching contE'st. 

The Americans, who had been 1'f'infOfted by i\ second dE'tachmeot 
under Generals Warren and Pomeroy, pennitted the enemy to ap
proach. till. according to the characterist ic order of Putnam, they 
could lIt'e the whites of their eyes, and then poured in upon the ad· 
vancing columns a tremendous fire of musketry. which prostrated 
whol<:! platoons. and sent the enemy, broken and disordered, back to 
their lalldi ng.place. 

By the exertions of the officers, they were again brought to the 
nltllck. The Americans agllin reserved their fire until the enemy 
were within five or six rods, when they gave it with deadly preci
sion, and put them ,a second time 10 Right. Genel'1l.l Clinton now 
arrived from Beeton, and aided Howe in pel1luading the lroo~ to 
lIIarch a third time 10 tbe attack . 

But by this time the powder of the Americans began 10 fail, an~ 
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their £ire aJackened. The Brilillh brought lome of thf"ir cannon to 
bear. wbich raked the inside of the breastwork from elld to end; the 
fire from the .hips. batteries. and fieJd-anillery, W8.IJ redoubled j and 
tbe redoubt. attacked on tbree sidell at once, WB! carried at the point 
of the beyonel. The Americans, though a retreat WIIS ordered, de
layed, lind made an olntinat6 fellistance wilh the bUlls of their guns, 
unt il the aasailanlll, who eMily mounted the works, had half-fitll'd 
the redoubt. Meanwhile the breastwork had been bravely defended 
against the ligbt·infantry, who were mowed down in ranks by the 
close fire of the Americans; but the redoubt being lost, the breast. 
work \\'as necessarily abandoned. The troops hod now to mukt! 
thei r \\'oy over Charlestown Neck, which was completely ruked b~; 
the G!ugow man-<lf·war und two Boating bnueries; but by the .kill 
and addreu of the officers, and especially of Genero.l Putnam, who 
commandfld the rear, the retreat was effected with little loss. GtlM. 
ral Warren fell in the bottle, fighting like a common soldier. 

The New Hampshire troops, under Stark, Dearborn, and others, 
'A'ere in the bailIe, near the rail·fence. They Ivere marching from 
their native state towards Cambridge, and came upon the ooultl. 
ground by their own impulses, ha ..ing received no orders frow the 
cornmander-in-chief. The British had three thousund men, , .... 
Americans fifteen hundred. 'I'he former lost one thousand and fifty 
four killed lind wounded, the latter one hundre-d and th irty.nine 
killed, and three hundred and founeen wounded and mining. Tht! 
moral effect of this bottle was immense. 11 had been doubted 
whether the provincillis would fight. That question was now dl'fi. 
nitively settled. 

The British held and fortified Breed's Hill. The Americans 
maintained their origina l lincs of investment, and held tbe enemy a~ 
closely beaieged tiS before the battle. 

A second continl'ntal congress assembled at Philadelphia, on the 
10th of Moy, under the presidency of Peyton Randolph. They 
voted addrcsses to the king. the people of Canada, and the Assembly 
of Jamoica: they reaolved thai twenty thousand men should be ruise4 
and equipped for the common defence; and they chose George 
'Vosbington for commander-in·chief. All this was done, and bills 
of credit emitted in the name of the TWEL"E UNIUD COLONIES. The 
Revol ution was tbus formally organized. Georgia soon after scnt in 
her delegaws. and the thirteen colonies were indissolubly un ited . 

The bettie of Bunker Hill (so called, although fought on Breed' • 

• 
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Hill) was followed by active hoe1. ilities at sea. Privateers and ves
sels fitted out by JI.'I I'ISStlch usetts and other colonies captured many 
merchantmen and transporti'l.-nggressions which were ret.aliated by 
the burning of Falmouth. and the sacking of other defenceless towns 
on the coost. 

Gelleral Washington join,cd the army at Cambridge on the 2d of 
July. He found fifteen thousand men encllmped around Boston , ill
armed, undisciplined, and disorderly. They were deficient in gun
powder; but the garrison of ten thousand men in Boston were well 
bupplied with munitions of war. The tNms of enlistment of many 
expired during the sit'ge. and thei r numbert! wera at one time 
less than those of ttle British army. Acti ve operations seemed im
practicable; but on the 2d of March, 1716, and on thu succeeding 
nights. II. heavy bomba rdment was kept up on the British lines; and 
on the 4th, General Thomlls. with a strong detachment, took poues
sion of Dorchester Heights, and with the aid of fucines proyided by 
General Ward, they succeeded in erecting works during the night 
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lufficiem for their defence. Howe was astonished when he saw these 
works, and he determined to dislodge the American/J. A detach. 
ment of about two thousand troopa fell down 10 the castle in tran
sporta; but s furious storm scattered them, and they were unable to 
pnx:eed to the scene of action. The works were sooo rendered 
nearly impracticable; and a council of war. held by the Briti.h, 
decided to evacuate the town lUI soon as possible. A fortnight 
afterwards tbe meuure was effected; and at len in the morning of 
the 17th of March, the royal troops and their adherent&, who had 
lately held poueuion of Boaton, were sailing away from ils shores ; 
and W lUlbington triumphantly entered the city. 

Thul terminated the siege of Boston. The British proceeded 10 
Halifu, and Washington withdrew his forces to New York, which 
ho rightly deemed would be the next point of attack . 

.. ... 

• 




CHAPTER lLXVIII. 

EXPEDITION TO CANADA. 

T W8I very ootural for the colonists to eJ(. 

peel that COnAda, recently conquered and 
filled with delccndaots of the French, would 
readily j oi n in the revolutiona ry movement 
directed 'ngainst their ancient enemics, the 
British. AddrMses had already been sent 
\0 them by Congress. An army under Gen
eru!. Schuyler and Montgomery soon fol
lowed. On the 10th of Septl"mber, 1776, 

olle thousand men were lnnded at St. Jobns, one hundred and fifteen ... 
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miles nonh of Ticonderoga; but they soon retreated to Isle AUl: NOll:. 

where General Schuyler, being ill, le(t tbe anny under cornrntlnd of 
Montgomery, who soon returned and laid siege LO St. Johns. Genera.! 
Carleton advanced against him with eight hundred men, but was in
tercepted while anempting to cr08!l the St. Lawrence, and driven 
back by Colonel Warner, with three hundred men . St. John$ then 
capitulated, and Montgomery advanced to Montreal. During the 
.iege, Colonel Ethan Allen WILlr captured and sent to England. 
Montgomery took Montreal and il8 garrison with eleven armed ves
.eIs; but Sir Guy Carleton escaped to Quebec. 

Meantime General Washington had despatched Arnold through 
the wilderness of Maine, with eleven hundred men , who left the 
camp at Cambridge on the 13th of September, ond ofter enduring in
credible hardships in their march, reached Point Levi, OllAr Queb...c. 
on tbe Oth ofNovemberj but he had no bool8 for crO!sing the river. 
and Wlla not in a condition to assault the garrison. He wos joinlld 
by Montgomery on the 1st of December, and II. wbole month IVns 
'pent in hosiE'ging the city, and finally in preparations foran assault, 
which took place on the 31st. Two flligned attacks were mode on 
the upper town by Majora Brown and Livingston, Ivhilst Montgomery 
and Arnold made two real attach on the lower LOwn. Montgomery, 
advancing olong the SI. Lawrence, at the head of his troops, at tirat 
met with success, and the battery was deserted by all the enemy ex
cept two or three persons, one of whom, in retiring, applied a slow
motch to one of the guns, and fired it. This shot WIl! fatal to Mont. 
gomery, BDd leversl other officera. Colonel Campbell, OIl whom the 
command devolved, precipitately retreated with the rtlst of the 
division. 

:\feamime, Arnold, with three hundrE'd and fifty men, lDade all 

attack on the other aide j but he received a musket-boll in th~ leg. 
, and WIla carried off to the camp. Captain Morgan, with a Virginia 

company of riflemen, preased forward, and carried the battery. cap
turing the guard. Morgan formed his men; but frOID the darkness 
of Lhe night ond his ignomnce of the town, he WiU uuoble to pro
ceed further. HI! wos &OOn joined by Lieutenant..coloneJ Green and 
other officers, and his numbers were iocrllOsed to two hundred men. 
At daylight they were attacked by the garrison, and after sustaining 
the whole forco of the enemy fo r three hours, they were compelled 
to surrender. 

Arnold, upon whom tbe command now devolyed. with but ~hree 
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or four bundred meD fil for dUlY, maintained a blockade of tbe city 
till February . But the misconduct of his soldiers d~fcated tbe main 
objt"CI of the eJp(>dition, whicb was to conciliate the p(>ople of 
Canada. Reinforcements arrived, nnd the liego was kept Up till 
May, wh(>n the opening of the river brought in a Britiab fleet, and 
Quebec WIIS efft"ctually relie'fed. General 'rhOmll8, who had super
seded Arnold in the command, WIIS obliged to raile Ihe sit"ge lind 
fe treat, 1(>lwing his baggage, artillery, stores, lind II number of sick 
!oldie"" whom Carleton treated with grellt humanity. 

The remaining incidents of the expedilion nre uninteresting. The 
Americllns were driven by the greatly superior fo rce of the enemy. 
to Monlreal , wbich Arnold wal compelled to quit on the 15th of 
June, and retire to Crown Point. 

In the succeeding eumpaign, Car/eton beiDg determined 10 take 
Ticonderoga lind Crown Point, firat obtained pOIk$Sion of uke 
Chllmplain, which was bral'ely but incffectualiy defended by Arnold 
with a flotilia. greatly inferior to Ihal of the British . The Ilclion took 
place in Octobe r. 1776, lind tbe def ...at of Aroold wllllucceeded by 
the filII of Crown Point, which was takeD by Carh:ton OD tbe 15th 
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of October. The garrison retrealt'd to Ticonderoga. This post, oc. 
cupied hy Gates lind Schuyler, with a resolute garrison, Carleton did 
not think it prudent to attack; but retired into winter quarters in 
Canadll. 

It is not improbable thllt with more prudent mlloagement on the 
part of Arnold, Quebec might have been taken by surprise on his 
brst descent. But the rashness of this officer W81 at least equal to 
hi ll undoubted courage. The moat unfortunate circumslnnce altt'lld
ing the disastrous expedition against Canada, was the loss of the 
heroic General Montgomery, on~ uf the best lind braVest officerI'; in 
tht: American army. His faU was unil'ersally lamented. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 


CAMPAIGN OJ' 1776. 


HE object of Washillgton in proceed· 
ing to New York, after the siege of 
Boston was doaed. was to anticipate 
the arrival of the British, as he W!\.!J 

sntisfied thnt the intended direction of 
the invading force wns against tbat 
colony. 1'hiawna the more dreaded, 
a9 the feeli ng in favour of the royal 

cause Wa.!J there very strong, especially in the city; while Captain 
Parker !till commanded the harbour, and Quten', County in Long 
Island had refused· to send deputies to the provincial convention. 
The Congress had orde~d II. party of troop! to enter that district, and 
seize the arms of all the royalists; but this injunction was after· 
words witbdrnwn. a step much disapproved by Washington . He 
hesjtal~d not to sanction tbe proposal of General Charles Lee, one of 
the moat enterprising of the provincial leaden. who hastily raised • ... 
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body of troopa in Connecticut, advanced by forced marches upon 
New York, and disregarding the remonstrances of the inhabilanL!J. 
occupied the city. and begnn to erect fortifications on iL!J different 
siclt's. Afler the evacuation of Boston. the commander·in-chief, as 
we hut' altf'sdy stated. lefl if defended by a comparatively small 
force under Word, lind proceeded with the main ormy to New York. 
where he arrived on the lath of April. 

As lOme months would still ela!?e before the Briti~h could assemble 
their troops and open the general cnmpaign, they determ ined tosend 
an expedition immediately against the ttOuthern stliles. \Vhere the 
r.timate Ivould opp08e no obstacle. and a decisil'e blow might be 
struck \Vith a $maller army. Botta censures this course as \Veaken_ 
ing their force by division. Had he, however, perused tht' official 
despatches, he would have seen that concentration formed the ori. 
ginol plan of the campaign, and that tbis enterprise \vu mendy to 
fill up the interval till the whole should be mustered. A chimerical 
hope was e ...en cherished, that Clinton, the commander. might pursue 
a "ictorious career northwards, till he should join Howe at New 
York; at all eyenL!J, he wa. instructed to be there before tbeopenin, 
of 'he campaign. After touching al New York. he joined Goyemor 
Mllrtin. near Cape Fear; but the main force Wit.! to consist of seve n 
regiment. conyeyed from England by Sir Peter Parker and Lord 
Com,,·allis. Various contingencies delayed its arrival till the bt"gi~ 
n"ingof Mlly; Ilnd June came before the expedition reached Chorl~
ton, ita destination. Ita mo"ements,and an intercepted letter. had by 
that time betrayed tbe design. The most active preparations lVe~ 
made, the principal inhabitants tabouring in concert with the lower 
cJa!'se8, aided by a numerous body of slaves. 'I'he defences were 
greatly strengthened, and a new fort. Darned in honour of its com. 
mander. Moultrie, erected on Sullivun's Island. sepanled by a nar
row creek from a lorger one named Long Island, commanded the 
entrance. Between five and si:r thousand men were aS3cmbled. 
nearly half of them regulars. and the chief command was taken by 
Gtneral Lee, who seemed to court evtry post of danger. 

The expedition arrived on the 4th June. and the troops were 
landed on Long faland; yet from vurious obstacles. the attack was 
not made till the 28th. The Reel comprised IWO ships of fifty guns, 
and six bearing from twcnty \0 thirty: but three of the llllter. through 
the unskilfulnese of the pilot, were entangled in the shoals, and could 
not be brougbt into action. The otben. stationed before the fOl'l. 
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opened II tremendous fir(', which 'Iua kept up with the greatest 
energy Ind .pirit. The defendel'l maintained tbeir post with equal 
firmness; and the walls, though low, were composed of II firm 
spongy palmetto wood, in which the balls au nk without shauering 
them. The gurri80n returned II. cool, .teady, lind remarkably well 
directed fire, which did lerribl(' execution; the shipa were rendered 
almost unmanageable, severnl of the chief officers fell, and the com· 
mooore was at one time len alone on hi. own deck. Clinton, from 
the land·side, did DOt co-opemle, having unexpectedly found the 
creek impassable. He offered. by conveying over two battalions, to 
effect II divel'8ion in favour of the Daval commander; but the latter, 
he complains, retu rned no answer, being too confident. lind ambitious 
of doing the ",hole himself. 1'ht' fleet finally moved off in 0. most 
ahattered &Iale, having lost about two hundred men, including Lord 
William CampbeJt and other offiee ra of rank; while the Americans 
had thirty-five killed and wounded. The whole affair waa most for
tunate, adding another to the series of succeaaes gained by the Ameri
cans, and inspiring them with fresh courage. 

During the course of this .... inler, II momentous design was in 
.tun progress, wbich bad II very importlnt iaue. Severalleading 

• 
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mon, particularly in New England, bad, from the beginning, exttnded 
tbeir views to the entire dissolution of their connection with Britain. 
Overpowered, however, by a majority of their own number, and by 
the force (If public opinion, they did nOi openly acknowledge tbeif 
dtaign!, but watched the train of events. Down to 1n-5, tbe greal 
body of the people s~m to bave entertained no wish, or even idea, 
of final separation; Ihough in tbe course of that year some panial 
movements began in its favour. In May, a convention in Meddtn. 
burg county, North Carolina, declared for it, but the example WII 

nowhere followed. Masstlchusetta, New Hampsbirt. Virginia, and 
other royal colonie., being lefl witbout a government, autbority wall 

givtn to the people 10 establish one for tbemselves. limited to tbe 
continuance of the dispute with the mother country. Towards tbe 
clotle of the year, detached parties everywhere began openly to p~ 
nounce for independence; yt'l the general feeli ng WDS atill atrong 
against it. This sentiment woa forciblyexp re83Cd by the Assemblies 
of New York ond New Jersey, the loiter declaring" their detestation 
of thut horrid measure." Dr. FranlcJin, though not openly profeasing 
it, circulated articles of union and confederation; bUI tbey wt'te 

coldly received. and nOi even sanctioned by Congreas. 
In spring. 1776, news was received that the peliti"n of the Congreas 

had been rejected; that they had been declared rebels i that ltlrgearmiea 
were preparing to subdue them, and that their whole commerce WAS 

utterly prohibited. Thenceforth a large majority of the leading mea 
u •• 
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formed tbe detennined purpose of assertmg independence. The 
Union. it appeared to them, could never be then Ifltored on any 
(oot,ng. but that of complete subjugation. 

GENERAL desire. accordingly, was now felt 
to carry out this measure in a d~ided form. 
before the expected military force, or the 
conciliatory commiuioo. should arrive from 
Grcat Britain. The preu waa most actively 
employed in urging the meoaure, through 
gazeltee, newspaperl, and pamphlets. The 
essay oaml'd Common Sens€!, by Thomas 

Paine, from its rough and homely shrewdness, produced a very 
powerful effect. As a prepal'lltive, Congress authorized the imme
diate 5uppression of royal jurisdiction in all the colonies, and the 
formation of governments emanating from the people; while they 
met the prohibition against their trade by throwing it open to the 
whole world, except Britain. 

On the 22d April, the convention of North Carolina. empowered 
their delegates to concur with the others in the establilhment of in
dependence. That of Virginia went farther, instructing theirs to 
propose it. Boston wsa now IIOmewhat leas forwnrd. merely inti
mating. if Congreu should think it neceuory. their wWing concur-
rence. Thua supported. Mr. Lee, a Virginia delegate, on the 7th 
June. 1776, submitted a resolution for diuolving all connection with 
Great Britain. and cowtituting the united coloniea free nDd inde-
pendent states. It was warmly debnted from the 8th to the 10th. 
when it wss earried, by a majority of one. As this was not a foot
ing on which so mighty a chftnge could be placed. the tinal decision 
WtUI postponed till the bt July; and during the interval, every p0s

si ble engine was brought 10 nct upon the diasentient coloniE'S. The 
smaller statea were threatened with exclusion from nil the benefits 
and protection which might bederived from the proposed union. As 
the Assemblies of Pennsylvania and Maryland still refused thei r con
currence, conventions of the people were called, whE're majorities 
were at length obtained. Thus, on the 4th July. votel from aU the 
colonies were procured in favour of tho measure. 

The Declaration of Independence, which had already been ca re
fully prepared. was forthwith emitted. In thie instrument Congreu 
solemnly published and declared, that" thE'se United Coloniu are. 
nnd or right ought to be, FRlCK and lNDEPl:NDl:NT STATES," and en
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tilled, 0.1 8uch, to carryon war, make peace, form alliances, regulate 
commerce, and discharge all other sovereign functions. Thill mo 
menlOue deed WIlS signed on the 2d Auguet, In6, by all the mem
bers then preeent. 

I 
N the deeieive posture which 

affairs had now IlllSumed, 
• 	 Washington was actively 

endeavouring to organize 
the meane of mnintnining 

the contest. His moot urgent repre
aenlaliona toCongreu upon the ne. 
ceuity of formin g a permanent army 
had been disregarded; and he found 
himself at the hend of a mOlley 
group, in which aoldiers, l'nlisted 
only for a year half elapsed, were 

servieetl were to be still more temporary. 
In these clrcumetances, the restraints of discipline extended little 
beyond the general orders. In general, howeyer, the soldiers were 
willing to fight, and had shown themselves capable both of forming 
and defending intrenchmenls. Washington made it a rule never to 
spare the lIpade; many were well skilled in the desultory use of the 
rifle, yet ill filted for a field campaign with a large body of regular 
troops, Even of Ihese ineffective soldiers there were, al' the begin
ning of July, In6, only seventeen thousand; and though they were 
raised in a few week! to twenty-&eyen thousand, it was moatly by 
militia, numbers of whom were 600n on tbe sick.list. 

Meantime, General Howe waa engaged in conveying his army to 
:he scene of action . The abrupt departure from Boston had consi
derably deranged his plans, as ail the supplies were directed toward 
that city , and some thus fell into the hands of the Americans. In 
June, however, the armament set sail; and he himself landed at 
Sandy '·Ioolc. He preferred, however, to land the troope on Staten, 
an island Bouth of Long uland, much smaller. and sepamted by a 
narrow channel. On the 3d of July, he disembarked there without 
opPOlition, being greeted with warm assurances of welcome and SliP

port from tbe adjacent territoriee. On the 12th, he WaR joined by 
hil brother, Lord Howe, who had been appointed commander of the 
Beet, and also joint commissioner to treat of pacification; while the 
,hips, with the large reinforcementll from Britaio, began arriving in, 
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successive detachments. A! operations were delayed till the whole 
were assembled. hi. lordsbip circulated a proclamation, offering (ull 
pardon to aJl who should return to their duty, and to any port or c0

lony 10 acting, peace, protection, and free trade. No concession 
being mentioned as to the original grou nds of dispute, Congress COD

aidered it so unsat isfactory lhat they studiously circulated it among 
the people. Lord Howe alia nttempted to open communications 
with Waahinglon; but lllJ he did not chOOfle to address him in 
hi. letter under his title of general, hi ' advance! were politely 
declined. 

The British designs had been well concealed. and the American 
commander remained long in anxiow doubt whether the ioroo.d was 
not 10 be made on the side of Canada. Considering New York, 
howe'fer, aa the meet probable and dangerous point, he had been 
diligently strengthening all itt approach". Ha'fing determined alto 
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to make a stand for the defence of Long bland, he formed strong 
lines at Brooklyn, nearly opposite to the city, stationing the flower 
of hil troops along a range of strongly fortified heights in front of the 
British quarters on Stllten uland. Howe, mealltime, waited till his 
whole force Will rnu!tered, when he could follow up without inter
ruption Rny sueee" he might obtain. About the middle of Augult, 
he had been joined by nearly all the reinforcement! frQIO Britain, 
and also by thoac from tbe south under Clinton and Cornwallis, 
which augmented his force to about thirty thousand men. He still, 
however, waited a few days on account of the intense heat, which, 
he dreaded, would injure the health of the troops. 

At length, on the 22d August, the British army croued the chao
0("1, and, covered by the guns of the fleet. landed on Long bland, 
taking post oppDllite to the range of heights occupied by the Ameri 
cana. 'Vashington, in the immediate view of this grand contest, 
issutd repeated addreuea, "renuously encouraging hi. men, and

." 
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leeking 10 inspire confidencll. Howe. on Yie",ing 'V~hinl'or:, 
position, considered it too strong to be carried in front, but formed a 
plan for turning it. aefore dllY. on the 27th, Geneml GnlnI, with 
the Hessian troops under De Heister, atlllcked the American right 
wing, which, being connected with Brooklyn, was considered the 
most important, and which the Americans directed aJJ their efforts to 
te.nforce. These officerl, in conjunction with the Reet, kept up a 
brisl.: and continued fire, tending to confirm thil impression, yet 
Ilvoiding 10 maKe IIny material at/I·ance. Mellntime, during the 
night, a 8trong detachment of the English Eurny. under Clinton and 
ComW1l.llis, made a wide circuit through fL pass in the bills round 
the extreme American left. This had been insufficiently guarded 
by a mere party of obeernttion, which \Vaa surprised and captured; 
10 that Clinton reached almost unresisted tbe levd plain behind.the 
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polition of the American army. About half.paat eight, he appeared 
in their rear, while Orant and De Heister began pushing forward 
with their utmost 't'igour. No choice was then left but for the whole 
American army to regain the intrenched camp at Brooklyn, in reach. 
ing which they fell into thp utmOllt confuaion, and were punued on 
both flanlu with dreadful slaughter. Lord Stirling altempted to 
cover the retreat by an aUad: with a chosen corps upon Lord Corn
wallis, hut was surrounded and taken prisoner with all his detach
ment. The entire loss is stated by Howe at upwards of three 
thoull8nd, including eleven hundred prisonen, among whom was 
General Sulliyan. That of the British WII.S only three hundred and 
aixty-seyen killed, wounded, and taken . 

On the 29th, 'Vashington with great activity conveyed over during 
the night tho whole army. with most of il.! artillery, in saft'ty to New 
York. 

Tbe British commieaionert, who ahowed an anxious desire for pa· 
cification, chose this oecaaion .0 send SulliYan, the captured general. 
to Congress, stating that tney could not indeed 08 yet acknowledge 
ita political chemctcr, but inviting some of its members to a con f.... 
renee. A deputation was sent, consisting of Adams, Franklin, and 
Rutled~lrenuou8 .otarie. of independence. Lord Howe re 
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ceived tbem with great politeness: but his offers included merely, 
os ulual, a general amnelty, aod a promise to reconsider the ob
noxious scts; while they dtclared a trtaty inadmissible on auy OOsis, 
ucept that of the Slates being acknowledged independent. ')n these 
lerms there could not be the leut approximation bctW8e1lo the two 
parties. 

General Howe now proceeded with measures for d. :ving the 
Americnns out of New York. which, aa ueual, he 80ught to effect 
rather by circuitous mancauvr. than by direct assault. He prepared 
expeditions to ascend the oppoaile branches of the Hudson, which 
enclose New York hland, and, by landing above t,he city. oblige the 
Americans eitber to evacuate or be completely shut up within it. 
Washington, viewing with alarm theee movements, cnlled 11 cOuncil 
of officers, and recommended the immediate withdrawal of the troops; 
but sirong objections being expressed, it waa determined rather to 
leave there Jive thousand men, while the main body occupied a 
strong poll! at Kingsbridge, connecting the nortbern point of the 
island with lbe continent. As tbe British operationa advanced. the 
perils attending thill detached ~ition became evident. 80 that by 
gtoeral consent the evacuation wal determined upon, and tbe utmoar. 
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activity employed in removing tbe artillery Gnd atore.. On the ]6th 
September, Clinton landed Gt Ripp'. Bay, G position strongly forti· 

• tied, and defended by eight regimenta; hut, diapirited by late distil
ters, they Bed without attempting resistance, and Waahington In vam 
strove to rally tbem. It waa then necesaary with the utmost haste 
to withdraw the troops, which was effected with the loss of only 
about three hundred prisoners; but they left behind them a large 
quantity of artillery. Btores, and camp equipage, the want of which 
was mOBt, sensibly felt. 

1'he British army now entered on the peaceable occupation of 
New York; yet it was di8turbed by a distTesaing occurrence. On 
thc night of the 20th or morning of the 21st September, 0. firo broke 
out, which continued to ruge till a third of the city was consumed. 

'Yashington now took poal on Haarlem Heights, a range which 
crosaed the island, and had been so carefully fortified that Howe did 
not venture 0.0 attack. Hia plan was to oblige the Americana to 
relinquish the poet by landing on the eastern shore. thua threaten· 
ing their rear and communication wilh New England. As a pre
liminary, three frigates were aent up Ihe main stream of tbe Hud· 
IOn; and notwithstanding the reaistance made by Fol'U 'Yaahington 
and Lee. and by chevaux-de-friee sunk in the channel, they pused 
without injury. Before pushing into the interior, the British com· 
mander .pent about throe weeks,-aeemingly a needlesa wute of 
time._in fortifying New York. On the J2th October, having placed 
the flower of his army in flat·bottomed boals, he proceeded up the 
easlern channel, and through the pass of Hell-gate, to the point called 
Frog's Neck. Finding his advance here much obstructed, he reo 
embarked alld Janded higher up at Pell's Point, whence he advanced 
upon New Rochelle. Wuhing1on, meantime, had called a council 
of war, which decided thai the p08ition on New York Island was 110 

longer secure; and the troop._ accordingly cr08scd at Kingabridge, 
taking up a p08ition extending thence eastward towards White 
Plain8, which was fortified as well as time would admit. Howe, on 
coming up and reconnoitring, detennined to attack first a detached 
corp8 of sixteen hundred men, under Geneml McOt!ugnll, who. a'(ter 
a aharp but .hort conBicl, were dislodged; but the geneml position 
WM judged so atrong lUI to make it advi8llble to wait for lOme roil:
forcemenlll . These arrived. and the attack was preparing; ..... hen. 
during the night of the 3ht. Washington retired LO a range of 
height. five miles in his rear, which he bad been employed in 

H 
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strengthening. To the cautious view of the British commander this 
post appeared 80 form idable that he determined to change the seat 
of war to New Jersey. II. less defensible territory, whither his antago
nist would be obliged to follow him. 

A. a preliminary, he te30lved to attack Fort Wuhington, Illltrong 

POll! still held by the Americans on New York Island. He de
termined to uttempt the place by storm j nnd, on the 16th November. 
the British, in four divisions, advanced to the assault. In a few 
bours they had carried all the outworks, in which the chief strength 
consisted; and Magaw, the governor, felt bimself obliged to capitulate. 
The prisonoTS'Uffiounted to two thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 
tendering the loss nearly as heavy as al tho battle on Long Island; 
while the royo.l army had eight hundred killed (lnd wou nded. Corn· 
walli8 immediately landed with a strong forec 0<1 the Jersey 8hore, 
when the American8 found it necessary, in grent haste, to evo.cuale 
Fort Lee, oppositc to Fort Washington. 'l'he garri80n was saved, 
but the cannon, tenta, and 8tore8 were left behind . 

The American army wu now punued th rough New Jeney, a 
ie'fel country, which afforded no defen8ible position, and the time was 
not allowed to flirtify any. Aner a retreat of three weeks. 'Vashing. 
ton only secured himself by CrosaiDg to the oppoeite aide of the Dela
' ..are. The crition! period was again approa.ching, when the term8 
for which the troops had been enlisted would expire. Exha.usted 
and dispirited. they eagerly availed themselvea of the liberty thua 
afforded. He had been urging in the atrongest terms upon Con
gre8S the ruinous nuture of the temporary system hitherto pur
sued , warning them that, without II. permsnent and well-organized 
army, the cause wa8 lost. Seconded by tho disastrous atale of affairs. 
be had been empowered to raise first eighty-eight. and then sixteen 
more regular battalions; to give higher bounties and pay; and to act 
in olher respects for six montha IlS 11 military dictator. The men, 
however, were not yet raised, Rnd preaent ci rcum8lances wero .Iillio 
calculated to invito them into the sorvico. In croeaing the Delaware. 
he had with him only th ree thousand, independent of a detachment 
left at White PlaiDS under Geneml Lee. That officer, while re
luctaDtly obeying the order to join the mnin foree, and 8uspected to 
be meditating some schemes of his own, IVa! surprised and made 
pri80ner,-an event wbich threw addiliolll\l gloom o,er the Ameri· 
can prospecl8. 

Tbe course seemed now open before Howe to crosa the Delaware 







IJENEBAL LEE TAKES PRISO~ER . 

with the utmost possible el:pedition, and advance on Philadelphia. 
Washington entertained no doubt of tbis being his opponent's inten
tion; and, though ita accomplishment" would wound the heart of 
every virtuous American," dedares himself wholly without the menns 
of preventing it. 

The campaign, thus for, had been a series of great and almost un
interrupted misfortunes. Still, though the American cause seemed 
reuuced to the lowest ebb, CongrE'ss remained firm, announcing to 
their countrymen and to the pnwen of Europe n determination tn 
adhere immutably to tbe Declnmtion of Independence. 'Vash
ington felt the weight of Ihe evils thnt pressed upon the cause; 
yet, with a bold and firm spirit, he watched every opportunity 
of retrieving it. He had collected about five or six thousand 
men, and prevailed upon some, who:<e service had expired, to 
remain for other sil: weeks. The English army, covering the Jer
seys, was l'llIOged along the Delaware from Trenton 10 Burlington, 
on which line there was relU(ln to believe that no very Itrict watch 
\\"ould be kept. Washington determined on tbe bold plan of crosling 
the Delaware. and attacking the enemy in his own camp. The. ,. 
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troop' being formed inlo three detachments, he, with the strongest, 
amounting to two thoosand fou r hundred, crosaed the river on the 
night of the 25th December, and from two opposite points attacked 
Trenton, then occupied by Colonel RbalJe with a strong body of 
Hessians. That officer, while hlUlily mustering hie men, received a 
mortal wound; and tbe wbole COrpl, 8urpriaed and surrounded, 
speedily surrendered. The two other detachmenta were arrested by 
severe cold and tempest, otherwise they might. it IVai hoped, have 
been equally successful, and a , wllep madtl of the wbole range of po
silions. Washington, however, had good Tenson to congrntuial6 him
self on carrying off nearly one thousand pri80nera. with only ten oi 
his own men killed and wounded,--e. most unexpected event. which 
wonderfully revived the sinking spiritlll of his countrymen. 

Washington now croased the Delaware, and, with five thousa.nd 
men, took post at Trenton; but Cornwallis, mustering aU his force. 
advanced upon him; and, on the 2d January. 1777, the two armies 
were separated only by a creek. \Yashington laW that, by engaging 
here aluperior army. he tan imminent hll.%Brd of being defeated . and 
driven over the Dela\\'are witlt great diaadvantage and loa, He 
formed a bold design; brealUng up silently in the night, he moved 
round the British right. and advanced rapidly upon Brunlwick, 
where their chief magazines were lodged, He might seemingly 

http:thousa.nd
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ban succeeded, had be not encountered at Princeton three regi
ments coming up to join the main army. The Americans were at 
firlt driven back, and General Mercer killed; but Washington. by 
extraordinary exertions, restored the action. separated his op poneul!J, 
and obliged them to retreat in different directions. He then, how
ever, saw advancing agaimt him the van ofCoTnwallis, who, having 
received the alann, hastened to frustrate his scheme; and as he could 
not hazard a battle without the certainty of defent, with the risk of 
having his retreat cut off, he prudently fell back. In this skirmish. 
the loss on both sides was nearly equal: but the hllving mode un· 
other bold offensive movement without disadvantage, heightened 
greatly the favonrable impression produced by his former enterprise . 
The English gencralthen repaired to Brunswick, nnd limited him· 
self to a defensive line thence to Amboy, merely covering New 
York. Thus Washington had recovered nenrly the whole of the 
Jersey • . 



CHAPTER XXX. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1'777, AND CONOLUSION OJ' THE TREATY WITH 

FRANOE. 

t.El~iC')IIPON tbe approach of the British towards Phl
""delphia, (December 12, 1776,) Congress bad 
removed i13 sittings from that place to Balti
more. 'Vashington', 8uccesses in New Jersey 
brought it back to Philadelphia in February, 
1m. On the 27th of December. 1776.000
gress conferred upon Washington powers for 

talSlng and conducting the W8f, which were nearly dictatorial. 
Meantime. the British ministry. under the direction of Lord North. 

nUlintained their determination to enforce tbe unconditional submis
sion of the colonies. while the opposition parly in parliament were 
earnestly endeavouring to procure the adoption of conciliatory mea
su res. With the majority of the British nation the war was popular; 
and no difficulty was fou nd in obtaining from parliament the requisite 
supplies of men lind money for carrying (Ill the new campaign with 
\·igour. 

~ 

• 
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Before the opening of the campaign, W ashington's whole foree 
bad been reduced to fifteen hundred men. Early in the year, how
ever, fifteen hundred of the new troo~ would have been upon their 
march from l\Iasaachuseua; bill the general cOurt could not supply 
them with arms. Thi. perpleJ:ity lTas of but a short continuance. 
A vessel arrived at Portsmomh, (rom France. with 11 ,987 stand of 
tuma, 1000 barrel. of powder, 11 ,000 gun-flints, and other munitions 
of war. Congress had been under a similar embarrassment with the 
Massachusetts general court, as to the procuring of suppiit's for 
Wnshington's army; bill they obtained similar relief by the arrival 
of 10,000 stnnd of urms in another part of the United SlOtes. 

Before the royal army took the field for the ensuing campaign, 
two enterprisC8 were resolved upon for the destruction of the Ameri
can 8tores, depoeited at Peekskill, on the North River, and at Onn
bury, in Connecticut. For thi8 purpose, .. detachment of five hundred 
men, under Colonel Bird, WtlS convoyed up the Hudson to Peeluki ll, 
by the Brune frigate. General McDougall, who commanded the 
p08t, having a weak garrison, fired the principal storl?houses, and re
treated to a pasa through the highlands, three miles distllnt. Bird de
stroyed the greater part of the stores, and re-embarked on the same 
day. 

In April, G0gernor Tryon. with a detachment of two thousand 
men, pa.sed through the Sound, under a naval con90Y; and landing 
between Fairfield and Norwalk, ad98.nced to Danbury. on the after
noon of the 26th, the American troops having retired with a paTt of 
the store. and provisions. The enemy . on their arrival, began burn
ing and destroying the remainder, together with eighteen houses nnd 
their contents. 

On the appl'OIlch of the British armament, the country Wf19 alarmed: 
and, early the next morning, General Sullivan. with about five hun
dred men, pursued the enemy, who had twenty-three miles to march. 
Btl WIlS joined by Genemls Arnold and Wooster, with about t\\"o 
hundred militin; and when the royal troops quilled Danbury on the 
21th, the Americans marched after them. Geneml 'Vooster lVas 
mortally wounded; and the Americans lost about twenty killed and 
fony wounded. Governor Tryon lost about four hundred men in 
kjll~d, wounded. and prisoners. 

On the 13th of April, General Cornwallis surprised the post al 

Houndbrook , and General Lincoln. who commanded the American 
forc_ there. narrowly escaped upturc, with the loas of sixty killed, 
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wounded. and prisoners. The British destroyed the stores and 
evacuated the place. This was retaliated by a aimilar inroad on 
8agg Harbour. made by Colonel Meigs. who destroyed a large 
amount of shipping. and captured ninety prisoners. without the loss 
of a man. On tbe l Otb of July, Colonel Barton surprised and taP'" 
tured General Prescott, at bia quarters in Rhode Island. which wu 
then held by the British. Prescott waa aooo after exchanged for 
General Charles Lee. 

\Vhile these desuhory operations were going on, \Vaahington wu 
actively raising and organizing troops. Levies, however. went on 
very slowly. through the discouraging atate of the cause and the 
rigonT of the season; 80 thllt, lit the opening of the campnign. he had 
not mustered quite eight thouaand men . These. however. were in 
an improved slate of discipline, bearing somowhat the naptlct and 
chamcter of a regula r army; and during the winter months, he had 
atrongly intrenched them in a poaition covering the route to Phila
delphia. Howe considered it inexpedient to open the cnmpaign till 
the middle of June. He then assumed a position in front of the 
American army, which he maintained six days j but, after having 
carefully ncollnoitred their camp, considered il too strong for attack, 

• 
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and fell beck to hie original station. Hie next manmuvre wat to 
commence an apparently precipitate retreat, by whicb Waehington 
WIS eo for deeeived, that he engaged in a huty punuit, when the 
royal troop', 118 soon 81 the enemy were close upon them, wheeled 
round anti made II. bri,k attack . Lord Cornwallis pursued a detach
ment under Lord Slirling to a considerable distance; but the Ameri
can gt'neral, on eceing his error, exerled euch activity in withdrawing 
hie detachments, thnt they regained their intrenched position without 
very serious 1000,. 

The British commander, having thus failed in his 8ttempts to 
bring the Americans to action, conceived it impoaeible. in their face. 
to attempt the passage of so broad a river as the Delaware. Thare 
appt:nred no alternative but to embark his army. and, by 1I great ci r
cuil, lund them at the head of ihe Chesape8ke. The British foree 
embarked on the oth July. and did not reach its destination lill the 
24th August, when it was landed without opposition . 

'Washington had been carefully watching its movements, and reo 
cruiting his own force, which he had raised to fourillen thouSftnd_ 
not the moat numerous, but the most efficient of any he had hitherto 
commanded . He determined, lherefore, to riak a battle in defence 
of Philndelphia, though conscious lhat its issue must be very doubt
ful; hut otherwise the expectations of tbe country would be disap
pointed, nnd a discouragement en!ue woree than defeal. The only 
con!iderable river on the route wu tbe Brandywine, along whose 
high bonks he drew up his army. erecting batteries and intrench
ments for the defence of the principal fords. Howe'e advanCll to 
thi! point wae ob4tructed only by ekirmi!hee with hie advanced 
guard; yet he did not rench it till the Il1h Seplember. Deter
minin g then upon nn attack, be made his arrangements with ekill 
and judgmt'nt. Knyphausen, with the Hessians. attacked the Ameri
can front, driving them acraes the river, wilh apparently vigorous 
attempts to foUow, yet avoiding any actual advance. Meantime, 
a etrong division under Cornw8l1is, accompanied by' Howe himself, 
made a circuit of seventeen miles to pass by the upper fords. 'Vuh
ington had recei ved some intimation of Ihis movement, but, dialracted 
by oppoeittl reports. did not 8ufficiently provide against il. Corn
wallie reached the right of the American army before it had time to 
form, and, by a vigorous allack, he completely broke and drove them 
before him. Knyphausco, M sooo ae he heard this firing, puehed 
forward with his whole force, when Ihe American centre, already 

" 



R.'l8 CAMPAIGN OF 1777. 

" .. TTL. OP 11"4110""'''11. 

IIlnrmrd by the disaster of ita right, gave way at every pOint. Aftt., 
~(lIne vain atlemplll by Greene to cover the retreal, the whole army 
retreated, Io"ing nine hundred killed and wounded, and four hundred 
prisonel'!. 

The American general soon re-assembled his defeated army, an~ 
though Slowly retrenting, did not give up all hopes of saving Phila· 
delphia. He was even about again to engage the enemy, when a 
violent storm, continued during 0. whole day and nighl, prevennd 
the conflict and rendered hill ammunition ulleless. Still it was only 
by skilful man~uvres that bis opponent succeeded in enlering the 
capital, and obliging him to retreat beyc.nd it. Cengress, ...ho bad 
returned thither, removed 6rst to Lancss!er and thtln to Yorktown. 

Thus established in Philadelph;a. Howe pusbed forwa rd the main 
body of his foree to Germantown. A large part, however, Will, 

employed in reducing a chain of forUJ and bntteries, which the Amerl' 
cans had erected on the Lower Delaware, intcrrupting the direct 
communication with the sea, where Admiral Lord I-lowe, afte r land· 
ing the troops at the head of the Chesapeake. had brought rou nd the 
fl eet. Washington, having received some reinforcements, detrnnined 
to talce advantage ef this divided slate of the army by a suddrn 
attack on the portion stationed 6t Ot'rmantown. AI seven o'cll.lCk in 
the evening of the 3d October, his troops advanced in four divisions, 
and, having m6fched fourteen miles. at daybrellk took tbe British 
completely by surprise. For some time he carried all before him; 
but he IVas arre3ted by a largfl stone building, tbe residenco or Mr. 
Chew, ob$tioately defended \ y s x companies, 1:y which he was 
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deltlyed, having stopped to reduce it. On the opposing force being 
fully drawn forth, he was obliged to retire with the loss of upwarda 
of a thousand in killed, wounded, and priaoners. Notwithatanding 
tbis unfortunate issue, a fayourable impression of his rellOurces WI\.IJ 

conveyed by his resuming the offensive so 800n after the defeat at 
Brandywine. 

The British troops were now employed in reducing the defences 
of the Delaware. In lIuacking the fort of Red Bank. a detachment 
under Count Donop, a gallant German officer, \\'88 repulsed with the 
lou of about fout hundred men, and the commander mortally wounded. 
It Will afterwards relinquished on the approach of a superior force; 
but November had nearly closed before the passage for the fleet wal 
com pletely clenred. Howe then, on the 4th December, marched 
out with the view of again bringing the American general to battle. 
The latter, having received fou r thousand additional troopa from the 
north, h!ld token up a poeition at Whitemarsh, about fourteen miles 
from Philadelphia, wbich he con!idered so strong that his letters 
f'xpteas a df'sire of being there attacked j but the English general, 
upon a ca~flJl turvey, declined the engagement, and, after some 
days' ski rmisking, fell back upon Ihe capital. The attenlion of 
Washington was then nnxiously directed 10 tbe cboice of winter 
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qUl\rtef8. Aner much hesitation, he fixed upon Valley F orge, on the 
Schuylkill, a very wild and bare apot, but well fitted for straitening 
the English pO!!itioD, and o'r'erawing tbe inhabitants, many of whom 
were disaffected. The troops laboured under tl llcarcilY of pro
yilioDI. and sti ll more of clothes and shoea; aD that their marches 
were marked by tracks of blood (rom their wounded feel. The 
country people were indisposed 10 supply goods, and set very little 
value on the paper cerlificsles offered in J'('turn; but 'Vashington on 
onc occasion only would agree to a compul.,ory requisition. Tho en
campment consisted of rude log-huts, erected by the soldiers, in one 
of which twelve were lodged. Their lIufforings during the winter 
were most intense, and their endurance is highly creditable to their 
own fortitude , and the persuuive influence of t'heir distinguished 
commander. 

Howe had now made tlVO aucceurul campaigns; yet his reports 
to the borne authoritie" a, to the prospects of conqueri ng America, 
were by no means flattering. He occupied indeed New York and 
Philadelphia, with a ct'nain territory round them; but tbe American 
army was !till unbroken, and the determination of Congrellll a. 6rm 
u ever. 
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We hlwe already noticed that the American expedition aguinst 
Canada had been lignally disastrous. After being severely repulsed 
at Quebec, they had, in the course of Oecember~ l776, been com
pelled enlireiy to evacuate the province. 'l'he plall was then formed 
lO send from that country a strong British force. which, penetrating 
acrou the back settlement!! of New York, might form a junction 
with Howe, and second his operations. The scheme, which \\'as 
owned by Lord Germaine, had a plausible appe«rance; yet it must 
be admitted that armies have rarely succeeded in finding their way 
to each other from opposite Ind distant quarten, with grent Ind un
known obstacles intervening. The command was bestowed on Gene
ral Burgoyne; but his superseding Carleton . who had highly dis
tinguished himself in the defence of Canada, wat by no mean. 
popular. 

About the middle of June, 1777, Burgoyne began his march, with 
eix thousand SCfen hundred British and Germans, to which he added 
two hundred and fifty Canadinns and four hundred Indians. His first 
movement was against Crown Point and 'l'iconderogtt., considered the 
burien of the Union on that (rOfltier. Tht'se forts, which Ihe Ameri
cana 10 fortunately acquired at the beginning of Ihe conleat. had 
been enlarged nnd atrengthened, and were now garrisoned by above 
three thouaand men. \Vhen, however, on the 6th July, the works 
were nearly in veiled, General St. Clair called a council of officers, 
who decided that the forte, being mostly militia, was insufficient for 
lhrir defence. A retreat was therefore effected during the night, the _ .u 
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baggage and stores beiog embarked upon Lake George. As soon liS •moming betrayed thill movement, a yigoroua pursuit W!\.II commenced, 

several detachments were cut off, and the ftOlilla on the lake -ie

stroyed; wh ile the American (orces, greatly reduced in numbers, 

retrented to Fan Edward, on the H udson. 


HIS triumphant opening filled the Briti8h with ex
ultation j but they lIoon encountered gfl.·nt and un
foreseen obstacle!'. The country. wholly intcf!;('cled 
with cr('cks and marshes, required a constant ahema
lion of land and WIlier conveyance, which the Ameri 
cans rendered more difficult by felling largo tree5 and 

laying them across the palhs, It WIIS neceSSllry 10 construel fnrty 
bridges, one of them two miles in extent, \\'hiJ~ the oolteaux had to 
be dragged from creek tocTtlek by ten or twelve oxen. The interval 
between 30th July and 15th August was thU8 epent in an advance 
of only eighteen miles. The inhabitants were animated with a 
strong spirit of independence, and eminently fitted for desultory war
fare. The" Gre('fl mountain boys." who roamed and hunted Ol'er 
that lofty branch of tbe Alleghany, poured down in large bodies,and 
with rifles all but unerring. proved as formidll.ble in this wild region 
as the best trained regulars. The Indiana did not yield services 
equal to the odium which their employment e:lcited. This, how
ever, wu lost sight of; and though Burgoyne used the utmost 
eH'orts to tamo their 88'fage epi rit , it onen broke out with violence. 
Two of them were employed to escort l\I isa Macrea, a young lady 
of great personal beauty. to the camp, where she was to be married 
to an officer. On the wily they quarrelled about thtl expected r&
ward; when one of them, roused to fury, and resolved at all events 
to disappoint his rival, struck ber dead with his toma hawk. This 
Ilagical event e:lcited a strong senllO.lion throughout the region, 
wholly to the disad'fanltlge of the British cause. 

Burgoyne being now hard prened fOf provisions and means of 
transport, and learning that there was a Inrge supply at Bennington 
in Vermont, se~t thither Colonel Buum, with ail: hundred Germans. 
The independents, however, mustered in une:lpected numbers, and 
were reinforced by General SltIrk. who was leading a corps from 
New Hampshire to aid the northern army. Baum Wt\l! mortally 
wounded, and his pany lotally dispersed . A. he had given nOlice 
of the threatened resistance, Colonel Breyma.n, with fil'e hundred 
men, wu sent La his aid, but did not a.fti'fe till all wu over. He 
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\\'as hjm~el{ briskly attacked; and, though fit first he maintained 
his ground, wal It length obliged to retreat with the 10M of two 
cannon. Burgoy ne heard also of the fale of an expedition of 
one thousand men under Colonel St. Lerr, destined to croes Lake 
Ontario, capture Fort Stanwix, and, ascending the Mohawk. re
inforce tho principal corps. Here again the error of divided move 
menta and proposed meeting from distantquarlera had been repealed. 
Th il l office r fou nd the place more strongly defended than he ex
pected; the Indians, who composed D{lady half hia forcc, were 
seized with 11 panic; llnd he WIl! obliged to faU bock. abandoning 
even hia storel. 

Burgoyne now felt the difficulties of his situation daily thickening 
around hi m. General Schuyler, nfter .successfully comnlenci ng the 
campaign, had been .su peraeded. and General Gates had been 8ent to 
take the command of the Americnns, bringing a body of regula .... 
who, with the numerous volu nteen and militia, now formed an army 
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of thirteen thousand men, with hobit8 eminently fitted for Ihis desul· 
tory warfare. Considemtiom. purdy militory would have dictated a 
return into Canada, wh ile yet possibltl; but the English ganeml had 
to consider the dishonour of Ihe British aNnS by a retreat oofore Ihis 
undisciplined fue; the .11lrie! injunctions laid upon him \0 advance 
on Albany, where he was taught to ex~ct thnt Howe would be 
waiting for his jUllclion, while otherwise Ques might wheel round. 
aod augment the roret! acting against Ihol commander. He had 
therefore stroll&. mOlivt'S for his determination 10 adrnnce at whatever 
coot. It was necessa ry. however. to give up hiscommunicalion with 
Ticontll,lfoga lind the Jakes, having no force adequate to maintain the 
necessary chain of p~ts. Rtlsoh·ing to push forward nnd cut his 
woy through the Americon troops to Albany, htl led his army hriskly. 
in several colum ns. along the roods leading th ilher. disposing them 
SO as to COfer his artillery lind baggage. Gales determined upon reo 
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118t1ng this movement by a general attack. He commenced it at 
Stillwater, about noon of tbe 19th September, and maintained the 
conteet very obstinately till dusk, when the Americans retired wKhin 
their linea. The energy with which they had maintained their 
ground, and the 1088 of 8il: hundred men sustained by the already 
reduced British force, gave thie affair the character of a triumph; 
while it heightened the gloom which surrounded Burgoyne, who now 
determined to pause, and fortify himself in bi8 present p08ition. On 
the 3d October, fifteen hundred men,8ent out to fomge and recon· 
noitre, rashly advanced 10 Bemi8'8 Heights, within hnlf a mile of the 
American intrench mente, when the daring Arnold instantly 8I\llied 
out, attacked, and drove them back to their camp. The whole Ame
rican army then followed and commenced a 111081 furioue 88l11ult on 
the linee. From Ihe Britieh quarter they were repulsed j hut the 
German intrenchments were carried, two hundred prillooers Inken, 
and Breyman with la.eraJ leading officers killed or wounded. After 
this diaollter Burgoyne waa compelled to fall back upon Saratoga. 

Burgoyne bad bet'n impelled forward by the belief tbat Howe with ,.. 




hll whole army was waiting for him on the Hudson, and probably at 
Albany; and hnving been kept ignorant of thD.t commander'. total 
change of destination, while his attempts at communication \vere in
terrupted by the Americans. he remaintld still in the dark on this 
subject. A letter from him, however, reached New York, where 
Clinton had been left with a force bP.rely sufficient to maintain that 
position, and without any instructions to co-operate with Burgoyne; 
80 thaI the inteUigenc(' fltlrn that genal'll!, though 80 fully to be ex
pected, seems to have faUen, upon him like II thunderbolt. Being an 
energetic and active officer, he assembled three thousand men, and 
began a brisk"movement up the Hudson, Meantime. the (orts of 
Clinton and Montgomery, which, on oPPOIite OOnks. derended the 
navigation, were carried. aixty-seyen cannon taken, two rrigates and 

" two galleys burned, by delnchmenUl sent up the river by General 
Clinton. Tryon destroyed barrach fitted to accommodate fifteen 
hundred men; and Vaughan incurred well-merited reproach by 
reduclDg to ashes the town or Esopus. Though General Galea 
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observed these movements. he wisely forbore to weaken his army 
by detachments against this corp,!!. which failed in every attempt ('H'n 
to open 0. communication with the northern army. 

Burgoyne now felt that his affairs bad reached a fatal crisis. The 
American, held and strongly guarded aU Lbe posta in the reIn. and 
had destroYl'd the fl oti lla 011 Lake George; while in front thpy 
hod au army superior to his own in number, and in 8uch worfur!;! 
not much less efficient, A movement in either direction must 
therefore be followed by 0. series of incessant and harassing Illtacks. 
destroying his army in delt'tiJ. A council of war wal called, and the 
concJu,ion formed. that no option Was left but the deeply mortifying 
one of opening a negotiation for surrender. General Gates's first 
demand WIl8, that the whole force should ground their arms and bc,>. 

come pri,onel'1l of war; but Burgoyne, with all his officers, agreed 
in the determination to brave.. every extremity rather tban submi ..to 
such terUlS. Gatea, feeling the importance of time, agreed. after 
lOme discussion, to grant the hoooul'3 of WIlt, and 8 free pnuage to 
Britain, on condition of their not ,serving again in North America. 



868 OAllPAlON or 1771. 

dur;ng the prllseot contest. These conditions. so fill as telatell to 
lim. were honourably, and even courlt>ously , fulfilled; but Congress 
Bought a pretext for evading the contBel to convey the t"'Oops to Bri· 
lain. The genem! warned thelll, that none could be found in their 
own oh!!ervance of the convention, which had bt'en sirictly honour
able. Burgoyne, howtlver, when complaining of the treatment which 
his men experienced at I~ton, used the rub expreasion, that he 
considered the convention ..... : hereby violated; wbence they inferred , 
that on returning home. he would rep~lenl hIS governnlfmlll8 lib
.owed (rom the engagement agniost their "r.,ing in America. They 
demanded lists of the men', names, which was perfectly reB

Bonabl!;:. hut was considered by Burgoyne u an ilnpeaehment on 
Dritiah honour. In ahort, they determined not to fulfil the eon 
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'enllon,--a coun:e which Washington is said to hue decidedly di. 
appro,ed . 

News of Burgoyne's defeat arri-.,ed in Englsnd, No-.,ember, 1n7. 
while parliament were liuing; and the effect may be easily concei-.,ed. 
The opposition, justifying the conduct of the commanders, threw th£ 
whole blame upon ministen:. Chatham declared the expedition a 
moet wild, uncombined, m!ld project i and For said tbat ten thousand 
men had been destroyed by the lVilful ignorance and incapacity of 
Lord Germaine. Ministers. on the other hand, contended that efery 
thing depending upon them had been done; Jarge armies had been 
lent, and most amply supplied; and. before being condemned, they 
wero entitled at least to a full inquiry. Lord North protested. as on 
former occasions, his willingness to Jay down office if he could thereby 
hope to restore peace; but seeing no prospect of this, he considered 
himself bound 10 remain at the helm. Lord Chatham had moved for 
a cea8lltion of hoelilities, which was negatived; but committees were 
named in each house for an inquiry into the state of the nation, the 
result of which Will to be taken into consideration in the beginning 
of February, 1778. Ministers proposed and carried, though wilh 
considerable opposition, an adjoummenttill the 20th 1anuary. The 
warlike spirit of the nalion had been gradually subsiding in COlli: 

Q 
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quence of the lengthened contesl, and the little prospect of any dt:C\ 
sive success; so that the 6rst accounts of Burgoyne's eatnstrophe pro 
duced deep despondence, and a general ellil for peace. In the 
course of the recess, bowet'er. a very decided reaction took place. 
elcited mainly. we imltgine. by the prevailing belief. Ihn! France wlla 

about to join America; for David Uutley warnf'd his friend Dr. 
Franklin, that the English would" fight for a stmw with their last 
shilling and their last man," rather than be dicltlled to by that power. 
Mnnchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh. and Glasgow, came forward to 
supply regiments j six battalions were raised in the Scottish High. 
lands j eleven companies in Wales. The voluntary levies thus 
effcctea before Ihe meeting of parliament, amounted to fifteen thou
sand men . The opposition exclaimed against this roiling of troops 
without consent or knowlooge of parliament; but minislerll had little 
dread of Ibis charge, and boosted of tho ,esult as decisively expressing 
the national opinion in their favour. 1\1r. Fox and the Duke of 
Richmond made motions that no troops should be sent out of tht: 
kingdom, which were negatived. but not by the ulual large majori. 
ties: the former only by 2.')9 to 105 ; tbe lut by 91 to 34. 
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Soon after the meeting of parliament, howe'fer, Lord North brought 
forward n mOlt extensive scheme of conciliation, embracing indeed 
every demand which had originally been made by the colonists. 
'rhe right of taxation \\' ithout their O\\'n consent was to be renounc('d; 
the violuted conltitutions were to be restored; every !l.C! aince 1763 
was to be abrogated, excepting such as were manifestly beneficial to 
the coloniea. 

HIS proposal met with no serious 
opposition. though among the 
supportel1l of the war there 

w~re considerable murmun at the reo 
nunciation of all its objects i while 
among its opponents a aerious schism 
was soon perceptible. A part, including 

Governor Pownall, maintained that every 
attempt to bring America again under sub
jection was now chimerical; they were and 

Inust be an independent sovereign people; the true policy was to 
treat with them lIS such, and endeavour to form a close federal!l.nd 
ClJmmereial alliance, which might snatch them out of the arms of 
France. Mr. H!l.rtle),. General Conway, and the Duke of Richmond, 
leaned to the enme opinion. But Chatham listened with the deepest 
indignation 10 the mention of severing from Britain that mighty em· 
pire which he had been the instrument of 110 wide1y extending. On 
the 7th April. he appeared in the House of Lordi. "I r('joice," 
!'Ilid he, "thnt the grue has not closed on me; that 1 am atill alive 10 
lift up my voice against the dismemberment of this ancient and most 
noble monarchy. Shall this great kingdom, that hIlS survived the 
Danish deprl'dalions, the Scottish inroads. and the Norman conqul'st; 
thllt bas stood the threatened invasion of the Spanish Armada, now fall 
prostrate before the houae of Bourbon 1" If peace could not be pre· 
sen'ed with honour, why was not war .commenced without hesita· 
tion? He did not know what were the means of carrying it on ; but 
any IUlte waa bt-U('f than despair. "Let us at li!llSt make one elfort j 
and if we must fall. let us fall like men." In tbe coune of thia de· 
bate. this great stateaman was seized with a paroxysm of iJlneas. 
which, in a few weell.l. terminated his life and his splendid political 
career. Lord Shelburne alao declared. that the moment Britain 
acknowledged the independence of America. her aun was aet. There 
II little doubt. that the opposite coune would e'en before this ha". 

http:federal!l.nd
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ur......." .. 

been the wisest; yet it was one for which the Briti;h nalion in 
gt>neral was by no means prepared. 

We must now look to the continent of Europe, where measures 
of Ihe deepe!t importance had bolen secretly in agitation. Congress 
for some time declared that they had abatained from any attempt 
to seek support by foreig n alliances, when they might hafe done so 
with every proepeCI of euccess. France and Spain. it was well 
known. deeply humbled by the result of the war ended in 1763. and 
the extensive territories then wrested from them. were aOliously 
watching an opportu nity to retrieve and avenge these losaes. The 
latter power. indeed. might drE'ad lellt the III\me spirit shnu l ' ' pread 
to her own settlements; but France upon thie head had mt r.h JeSll 
to fea r. In the spring of 1770, all the leading men in the cclonies. 
having fixed their minds upon independence. became dispf!~ed to 
avail themselv~ of the advantages of foreign treaties. Fronklin in
dfled states, II! hi, firsl opinion. that America, "as a virgin .,tate. 
should not go about suitoring alliances," but rather wait till sh· Wa! 

courted ; but he WO! overru led. and ultimately becamo the most active 
agent. On the 29th November, 1776, II. committee bad been ap
pointed to open II. correspondence with tbe (,ienlia of America in 
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Europe. The first person employed wu Silas Deane, a member of 
Congreu, who was instructed 10 visit Europe in the character of It 

merc.hanl, and endeavour to open printe channels, by which the 
cabinets might aid America without openly committing themselvM. 
He arrh'ed aoout the 1st July, 1776, and found the F rench court 
well dispOlled to favour his views. T urgot, a ministe r friendly to 
pt'fICI'. had been replaced by Vergennes, who eagerly aspired to re
gai n for FTll.nce the ground loat in Ihe lale contest. A greal dread. 
however, being felt Il'st the power and perseveTII.nce of America 
should fnil, nnd France be lefl alone to mainlain an unequ al contest, 
the ministe r intimeted, the t aid could not be openly given. but tuat 
no obstruction would be opp03l'd to the shi pment of warl ike stores and 
supplinj if any occurred. it need only be Btllit'd . to be speedily re
moved. In fact . Mr. Deane wu info rmed that arrangements had 
already been mnde for transmitting by a circuitous route II. liberal 
supply. Beaumarchais, a Frenchman, had gone to London, and 
sought out Arthur Lee, the secret agent of Congress, whom he in
formed that the court of Frnnce had resolved to usist the colonietl 
with military stores 10 Ihe nlue of £200,000. They were not. 
however, to come direct from thu high source, but from himself. 
under the fictitious firm o( Roderique, H ortales. and Company, to be 

03len.iblyestablished a t Port SI. Franliois in St. Domingo, whence 
the great bulk of the articles were to be furnished. Mr. Lee fully 
understood them to be delivered out of the F rench maga%inea. and 
that only a llight aud (ormal return was expected. By this under
hand channel, twenty-fi ve t.housnnd muakets and other supplies were 
in the beginning of 1777 recei \'ed in America, and were of the ut
mOllt use to Withington in the equipment of the new army which he 
woe then levying. In the end of that year, however, Congre" were 
much .u rprieed by the demand. (rom an agent of Beaumnrchnis. of 
payment for nit the stoN'lslhus furnished. Several letten explaining 
the transaction had bel'n intercepted; and the mystery in which the 
whole was involved rendered it impossible (or them to give all abso. 
lute refulOJ. 'l'heir commiuioners, however, were instructed to leek 
in the most delicate! manner an explanation (rom tbe French mmis
ters, inlimating tbei r belief that they had been indebted to hia majesty 
alone (or these valuable su pplies. Tbat COllrt, however, on being 
repeatedly preated by tbe British ambassador upon Ibis subject. bod 
nOl scrupled 10 deny huing afforded any aid whateyer to the colo
nicl; 10 that a breacb o( its bonour, tbat is, an exposure of its deceit, 

~ .1 
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was apprehended, in now making the statement. The mimSler 
therefore replied, that Beaumarchllie had merely receivt'd these stores 
from his majesty's arsenals 81 a pepanal accommodation. and on con· 
dilion of replacing \hem; gravely addi ng. that be knew nothing of 
such a house as Roderique, Homles., and Company. Some time 
after. a c:ontroveray baYing arisen with Mr. Deane, ThomM Paine, 
then secretary of the committee for foreign affairs, published a pam ph· 
let, broadly stating that the stores had been supplied by tbe French 
government as a gift, and with an exprellS intimation that no pay· 
ment Wtl!l expected. Hereupon Gerard. tbe French ambassador. 
presented two memoriab to Congress, calling upon them for an ex· 
plicit diaavowal of these assertions. That body. according to Mr. 
Pitkin. could not possibly at tbiJJ time quarrel with France on any 
ground, and therefore put forth the declaration demanded, though 
having, he admits, Iha strongest g round for believing it untrue. 
Paine, for his indilcretion, was obliged to resign his office; and it 
became impossible to escape from the engagement to puy in the 
course of three years the demands of Beaumllrchai.. Congress still 
boped that the French ministry would in some way interpose to avert 
this burdensome obligation; but they were dienppoinled; and through 
thil chain of circumstanc61 they were under Ihtl hard necetlsityof 
pllying a profligate adventurer for supplie. which hlld in fact been 
freely furDished to them out of the French magazines. He even in
lerc('pted one of three million! of livres eovenly preeenled to them by 
Iheir D.lIy i but before the finlll settlement they learned thi. 'rall.O, 
.nd deducted it from the payment. 
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As soon lithe Declaration of Independence bad been fully matured, 
Congress applied itself openly and wilh increal!ed 'figour to the object 
of foreign alliances. On the 11th Jun ... , a commiuet: was appointed 
to prepare a plan, which \"'s not however matured and approved till 
the 17th Sepwmber, when Dr. Franklin, Mr. Deane. and Mr. Lee, 
were appointt'd commiaaioners to proceed to France. The former, 
from his weight of character, sound judgment, and address, hod 
olmost the entire direction. On reoch ing Paris, however, in Ot'cem
ber, 1776, he found the cabinet by no means prepared ppeny to 
espouse the cause of the Slales, or even to acknowledge their inde· 
pendence. Friendly profelllliDns were made, and a continuance of 
privnte succours promised; but there was an evident determilllllion 
against proceeding farther till it ahould appear whether they could 
Tesist tht' shock of the British armies, the preet5l1Te of which was then 
so severe. The d;sasters of the campaign increased the anxiety of 
Congress upon thE' subject. 1'hey sent commissioners to the COUrtS of 
Vienna, Spain, Prussia, and Tuscany; and in order 10 induce France 
to declare openly in their favour, offered large privilegell for com
merce and fishery, and e'fen the possession of such 'Vest India 
islands as migbt be captured during the war. But tbe same dis-
tresse. which impelled to the.e overtures, made the court cautious of 
accepting them, and it continued to watch the train of eventl. The 
campaign o{l777, notwithstanding its misfortunes, we. considered to 
afford proepecta of making a permanent stand; buttbe French coun· 
sela evidtmtly vacillated with every intelligence and even report 
which arrived from America. No cbaoge took place till the arrival, 
~rly in Oecenlber, of the momentou. tidings of Burgoyne's ,urren. 
der, which at once gave a decillive turn to the view. of the cabinet. 
Qn the 16th, M. Gerard intimated to the commissioDl'rs that, after 
long deliberation, the king had determined to acknowledge the inde· 
pendence of the United States, aod also to atrlJrd them support. 
though thereby involving him!!Clf in an expensive lVar. It waa 
frankly admitted that he thus acted, nOi merely from a rriendly dis-
poaition towards them, but for the promotion of his own political io· 
terea!s. On the 8th January, J778, Louis wrote a tetter to his uncle. 
the king of Spain, rererring to Britain as tbeir common and invete
rate enemy. Duriog the pending contest, he had afforded to the 
coloniea suppJie. of mODey and st!Ires, at whicb England bad taken 
deep umbrnge. and would no doubt seize the first opportunity of 
'l.venging hef8elf. Tbe Americans had indeed sbown tbat they II'ero 
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not to be subdued. hut Britain might lIucceed in her present stlemph 
to fonn II. clOIIt! and friendly alliance with them, and thus turn her 
anns undivided against her continental enemies i now, therefore, \Tall 

the time to form such II connection as might prevent any reunion 
between them and the mother-country. 

In pursuance of the!e views, there was concladed. on the 6th 
February, II treaty of commerce, accompanied by one of defenliye 
alliance in the well·foreseen case of war being the result. The 
alliel were to make common cause with the Salea, and to maintain 
their absolute indepcwl('nrc. Whatever conquests shou ld be made 
on the continent were to be aecured to them, bm thOM in the 'Veil 

Indies to the crown of France. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

OAMPAIGN OF 1778. 

Ireflty between France find America, though 
generally 'mown, was {or some time stu

concealed from the British minister. 
the lath Mnrch, however, the French am

oossador at London delivered a note referring 
to the United Stales asalready in full poueuion 
of independence. whence his majesty had con

with them a treaty of friendship and 
c<»nmer<:e, and would Ulke effectual ml'asures to pn:rrent itll inter
ruption. ProfeSliona were made of the King's anziety to cultivate a 
good underetanding with Britain, and his sincere dispoeition for peace, 
of ,,·hich it was ironically said that new proofs would be found in tbit 

u 212 171 
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communication. On tbo 17th, th is document was laid before parila
ment, wilh a message ~m tbe crown, slating that tbe British ambas
sador bad in consequence-been ordered to withdraw (rom Paris. and 
expressing trust in tbe zealous and affectionate allpport of the people 
for repelling this unprovoked aggression combined wilh intuh. An 
address echoing the menage wa, moved in both houses; but the 
opposition reproached ministers wilh not having duly foreseen or 
prepared for this emergency; while a few repelled 8S DOW hopeless 
the idea of holding Am~tic[\ under any kind of dependence. It was 
carried, however, by majoritie •• in the Commone, of 263 to 113; in 
the Lords. of 68 to 25. The meuage for calling oot the militia \Vas 
snnctioned without n division . 

In Pennsylvania. meantime, the two armies continued \"lewing 
each olher without any material warlike movement. The distress 
sulfered by Washington at Valley F orge was extreme. Congress 
taking fl O efficient measures 10 supply the troops with clothes or 
even pnrrisions. T hat body indeed showed a deeided jealousy of 
the army.and by ill·treatment did its utmoat to render their suspicions 
well founded . 1'be officera bad 10 complain, not only of irregularity 
in receiving their pay, but of obtain ing no promise of half-pay at Ibt' 
end of the war; this last, however. through the remonstrances of 
Wnshington., \\'U a t length secured. That great man was farther 
hamssed by a cbml!:ination fonned against himseJr and shared by 
Gates. whoae friends contrasted his brilliant succeaa against Bur
goyne with the tardy and in many cases unauccesaful movem('nl! of 
Ihe C'ommander-in-chief. Tht'i r representations made for IIOme time 
a considerable impre.ssiun . upon Congress and even the public; but 
as the commander took no notice of this movement, and pursued the 
urn and dignified tenor of his IVIlY. the cloud dispelled of itself. 
Although hi' foree in spring was red uced very low. Howe did not 

venture to atUlck, but, according to the representations fonnerly madt'. 
cousidered himself strong enough oli ly for pllrlilli and detached ex
peditions, several of which were undert.o.kell with success. Not 
being, however, supplied wilh reinfo rcements sufficient for any im
portnnt enterprise. he felt his .ituation painful, and solicittd hi ~ 

recall. The British ministers, who probably hopod thnt a mort! en
terprising commander migHt achieve some deci.ive successes,grunted 
it, and named Clinton hi! lIuccessor. H is officers, howevt' r. mall i· 
fested their opinion of his meril! by II. brilliallt role on the occasion 01 

bit departlUe. 

• 

\ 







OInKS OJ COYOlLlATIOY. .-.,. 

..... ..... • "1' . .. 

I 
N June, the Britith commit· 
sionetll arrived with the new 
olretll of conciliation. They 
consisted of Governor John
stone, Lord Carl isle, and M f . 

gentlemen who had hith.erto advo
cated against ministers the cause of Arne

The terms were more than had 
been originally asked. amounting in fact 
to every degree of indept'ndence com
patible with a union of force against 

foreign powers,all alliance witb whom wase:tpected to be renounced. 
Smaller conceseions would once bo.ve l!aved the colonies for Great 
Britain; but Congl'l'lI and the leading men had now taken a po!Iition 
whence they felt wholly disinclined to recede. Their minda. in the 
course of tbe Wllr, had become more ann m'lre embittered against 
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tbe mother country. and open to the pride of independent national 
uistence, and of alliance with the great powera of Europe. They 
cuuld not but doubt whether terms, 10 hardly wrung (rom an eJ:treme 
necessity, would, in cbanged cireuffiltance •• be execUied in their full 
extent; while they Ihemse!t'es would always be Yiawed 81 hostile • 

•and removed 	as much 8S pouible from polver. They do nol seem 
10 have ever deliberated, merely appointing a committee to prepare 
an answer. Its tenor wos, that nOlwitbatnnding all their wrongs, 
they were willing to conclude a trelily of peace anrl commuree, pro
vided Britain should begin by an explicit acknowledgment of their 
independence, or by withdrawing her fleels and armies. Indignation 
was expressed at the mann." in which their great and good ally, the 
King of France, lVas mentioned, Dnd n full determination intimated 
of adhering to the connection. The commissioners IVrote an ex
planatory paper, endeavouring to prove that every object of real im
portance W88 included in their offers; but 88 no new concession waa 
made, it W88 determined to return no answer. Go'ernor Johnstone 
had written letters to senral membert of Congre88, in which, besides 
public motives. private advantagell were held out in case of their 
aiding the cau&e of reconciliation. The nceivcra laid them before 
Congress, who immediately publishl'd them, witb indignant com· 
ments. as altempllJ to gain the object by bribery. 

The commi!sioneNl, thus vehemently repulsed hy Congress. de
termined to appeal to the particular statu and to the nation at large. 
A manifesto and proclamation were drawn up. fully clplaining all 
the sdvantages now offered. including the removal of every grievance 
hitherto complained of; reminding the people that to these ovenurea 
Congres! had refused even to listen. and asking if they were pre
pared to carryon a ruinous Will, with no object but to throw them· 
selvt!8 into the aIms of II. foreign power, so long their inveterate 
('nerny. It was injudiciously added. that in such case warlike 
measures wonld be carried on wilh increllsed sevfl rity, so that if the 
country wlls to ~Iong to France. ita value might be diminished. 
Congress counteracted the effect of thi. paper by pubJi!hing it them
!elves with a comment of thei r own. 

Clinton's first operation W.1!.8 to evacuate Philadelphill.. II! position 
was deemed di8lldvantageou5. being 10 fllr inland . at the head of 
II. long lind intricate.,bay. liable to be commanded by those IlIrge Beel! 
which France wal f'l:pectl'd to send. On the l&h June. the British 
cOlilmllnder began hi! man;h, renderl'd '1'1y difficult hy a great 
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Ij,uanlil)' of baggage and various encLlmbnmces, whence his Ime ex
tended nearly twelvll miles. Tbe Americans had destroyed th(· 
bridges. and made arrangements for intercepting his progress; bLlI 
these ha evaded by 0. judicious change, of roule. Washington now 
consulted his general officera as to the best mode of talting advantage 
uf the enemy's circumstances. Lee and leveral othel'l advised to 
avuid a general battle, but to hafua l,illl by detachments thrown 
upon his flanh and rear. The general, baving formed an oppoaite 
determination, sent forward five or six thousand men to commence 
the attack . while he remained a few miles behind, ready to support 
them. Unluckily Lee, by hia seniority, was entitled to command 
this advanced guard j while Clinton, who had his best troops in the 
tear, sLlddenly wheeled rOLlnd. and attacked the Americana, who 
began 0. hasty retreat wilh the alleged concurrence of thl!ir leader. 
When Washington met them Ihu. falling back, he bitterly reprooched 

• 	 Lee. cnlling upon him to rally and lead back his troops. T his \Vos 
partially effected, and when the rest of the force \\'as brought Llp. 
I!.nd General Greene had placed himself on the left finn!.: of the 
Briti,h, they became exposed to a severe cross·fire, and were unabl(l 
to mske any farther impreseion. The contest was c10aed by nighl. 
of which Clinton look advantage to continue his ret'rl!at, and in two 
days reacbrd Sandy Hook, where he embarked without molestation. 
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After the battle, lOme embittered correspondence paued between 
\\Tuhington and Lee, who was thereupon brought befo r~ It court
manial. charged with having made a di.onierly retreat, and .hOWD 
disrespect 10 his commander. He was found guilty, and ,ulpended 
from all command (or" year, and in fact never again joined the 
army. 

No sooner bad France openly declared in favour of the States. 
than she fitted out and 8ent to their aid a fiet't of twelve sail of the 
une under Count D'Estaing; while Britain dc.patcbed commodore 
Byron with one of equalllrcngth . Both were delayed by conlmry 
winds. and though the French admiral arrived tiftl, he did n6t reach 
the Chesapeake till the British fleet lind army had paued on the 
way to New York. Thither he followed, and reconnoitred the 
entrance of the harbour; but Lord Howe, though with only half his 
fo rce. made such judicious dispositions. that D'Estning judged it 
imprudent to attack. He Will next invited to flssilt in opemtions 
against Rhode Island, Itill held by a conaiderable English force. 
General Sullivan, on the land lide, Will reinforced by New England 
militia, snd by a detachment from the main army, under La Fayette, 
making in all len thousand men. Howe hesitated not 10 npproech; 
.' I violent alt.lnn prevented the fleets from engaging. and aUowed I 
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0111) It few conflicts between single !hips. in which the British had 
Ihe sdvantage. D'Eataing complained tbal his lIIJ.uadron was thus 
10 aeverely .hattered as rendered it ne-eessary to go and reth at 
Boston. which he did, without regard to the warmest remonstrances 
from Greene and La Fayette. Sullivan was thu. left in a critical 
situation; a fotce came hastily from New York, sufficient to over· 
whelm him, and be was considered to have greal merit in effecting 
a precipitate retreat, with only the dispeT3ion of 11 part of his army. 
Byron loon after arrived. and reinforced Howe, when both treets 
were placed under Admiral Gambier: and the English became 
com ]lletely auperior at Bea. The American press raised loud mur
mura at the inefficient support afforded by their powerful oily. froUl 
whom 80 much had been expected. This was an additional trouble 
to \Vashington, wbo dreflded umbrage between the two nations, and 
made studied apologies to tbe French officers for Ihe rash longnagf' 
of his countrymen. 

He did not attempt any farther offensive movements this campaign; 
and Clinton took occasion to attack some of the principal pri,"ateering 
ellltions. On Acusknet "ver. in Buzzard's Bay, General Brey de· 
stroyed seventy sail of .hips, and numerous storehouses; and from 
the island of Martha's Vineyard a large supply of sbeep Rnd cattle 
was drewn. At a rendeuous, however, named Egg Point. the 
success wae imperfect, a great part of the shipping baYing es
caped. On these occasions, plunder and outrage were practised to 
an unju8lifiable extent egailiit known privateers. The Americtlns, 
through the report or the French alliance, had obtained the evacua
tion of Philadelphia j but in every other respect their hopes of thi. 
campaign had been greatly disappointed. Their pride, however, 
was gretified by the arrival at Philadelphia of the French nmoossa· 
dor, Gerard, a highly respected individual, by whose agency chiefly 
the trenty had been concluded. 

N the course of this summer, the western country 
had been the scene of most distressing C'"cnts; 
the torin were driven, by the rigorous laws 
eoncted against them. to seek an f1sylum be
yond Ihe limite of the colonies. There they 
found themseh-es among the Indiaus, a race 
al"-ays bitterly hostile to the white bordcrera, 
and eDlily ucited to the most daring o:!nter

prise•• The wries stinlulated these allies to deeds of Alore thaD their 
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wonted barbarity. Wyoming, a ftouriehing eeulement on the Penn 
sylvania frontier. WIl8 suddenly Dssailed, Ihtl Ilender militia force 
which defended it overpowered, and the inhabitants e:zpoe:ed to all 
the horrors of Indiao vengeance and masaacre. From the !alene .. 
of the 1i!IlSOn, only a fllw partial attempts could be made to retaliate. 
Nut spring, howe\'er, General Sullivan waa deapatched with (our 
thousand men, and joined by General Clinton with another division 
from the Mobawl.: river. 1'hey entered tbe territory of the Indiana, 
who, quite unable to resist 10 large a (orce, abandoned their homel 
and fled before them. The villages were then reduced 10 oshe •• 
every Irace of cultivation obliterated, and the region rendered 8S 
much as pos8ible uninho.bitable. This rigour is 8Ilid to hal'e been 
aUlhorized by 'VlIshington. and justified on the ground that without 
interposing a desert between the atatel and this snvnge race, no 
eecurity could be enjoyed on the frontier. 

During the summer of 1778. the Indians, who had become very 
troublesome on the borders of Virginia, reuived a eevere check from 
Colonel George Rogera ClRrke. With a body of Virginia milit ia 
thi. officer penetrated to the British settlemenll on the Miuissipp:. 
captured the town of Kaskukial. and made prisoner Colonel Hamil 
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ton, the English commander of that quarter. This decisi'fe n,eanlre 
put an end to Indian barbarities in that region. 

Similar incursions took place at the south. A body of refugees 
from Florida entered Georgia. and summoned Colonel McIntosh, 
commandant of the fort It Sunbury, to surrender; but on receiving 
hI, an.wer to come and take him, they hastily retired. Anotht'r 
party from Ihe SlIme place. after laying waste a large tract of counlry. 
and carrying off all the negroes, hOr!les. callie aDd plate, belonging 
10 the planters, and burning the to,,,n of Midway. retired into Florida. 
Geneml Robert Howe determined to retaliate . the.e llttacks, and 
marched against St. Augustine with two thousand troops, but sick· 
neSi oLliged him 10 retreat. 

The British comm~nder.iD.chiefnow concerted a plan for obtaining 
poesesaion of Georgia. by hi'fading it with two separate ~iel of 
troop.. Fur thi. purpoae. Major-general PrevOIJt was to march from 
St. Auguatine, with his whole force. and inYllde the aouth, whilst 
Lieulenant.colonel Campbell, with two thOlUllnd five hundred men 
from New York, ,n'felled Savannah. On the 23d of December. the 
latter appeared in the riverl and effected a landing. without mucb 
oppoaition. To defend the state. General Robert Howe bad aboul 
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aix hundred continental soldieI1l, and tlVO hundred and fifty militia. 
ond with Ibis force he bad taken a very nd'l'anta~ous position,8ur
rounded, except in front, by a swamp. river, and mol'lllS; lind Iblb 
nature of the place was 8uch, that had he been attacked in front, be 
cou ld have erusily defended himself. A negro, however, beinga,vare 
of II small private path, through the morass. which led to the rearlol 
the American army, conducted II detachment of ligbt.infantry, under 
Sir James Baird, upon tbe renr, while an attack wa, mnde in front. 
Thus the Americana were completely entrap~ed . Although they 
fought desperately. upwards of one hundred were killed, and four 
hundred- and fifty.three prillOners, fclTty-eight pieces of cannon, 
twenty-three mortars, the fort. the shipping in the riYer, and 8 large 
quantity of provisions. fell into the hands of the conquerore. The 
remainder of the American army retreated into South Carolina. 
Augusta and Sunbury fell into the bands of the British, who now 
had the command of all Georgia. 

After Ibis time, all the attempll of the British al conquHI were 
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directed from the l!IOuthero towards the middle states; and Clinton 
determined to commence the campaign of 1779, by an attempt to 
plOM the royftl standard in the fortresses of the Carolinas. 

l\1ell.n~·hile the American navy, which WB! soon to dispute suc
ceaafully with the mistress of the sea, had ttIready begun to distin
guish itself. Vast numbert! of British merchantmen and Weat India 
ships were captured by privateers. One of the most successful naval 
officers of the lime WIS Captain Nicholu Biddle, of Philadelphia. > 
After mnny brilliant achievements, he sailed from Charleston, March, 
Ii7S, in the Randolph, of thirty-six guns and three hundred and 
fine-en men. Accompanying him were the General Moultrie, the 
Polly. Ihe Fair American, and the Notre Dame. On the night of 
March 7, he encountered tbe Yarmouth, of siIty·four guns, and 
engaged her without knowing the disparity of force. In tho 
esrly part of the IIclion he waJ wounded. but cauaing II. chair to be 
brought. he remained with his men for about twenty minutes, when 
the Randolph blew up, carrying witb her the gallant Biddle, lind all 
his crew save four. The remaining part of the aquadron escaped. 
the Yllrmouth being too much crippled to give chua. 

In this year, the celebmted 10hn Paul10nes resolved to take ad
vantage of the unprotected Jlate in which the British were in tht 
habit of leaving their own coast. Accordingly, he sailed in the 
Ranger of eighteen guns, around the coasts of Scotland and Ireland, 
lind finally, after taking several prizes, he was attacked by the 
Dmke, a twenty gun ship, Ihe captain of which, after hearing of a 
descent which 10nes had made on White Haven, sailed out of the 
harbour of CarrickferguJ with many more than his uJual complement 
of men, whilst 10nes hid 100t nearly half of the men which he had 
in the Ranger when he fint act wi. The remainder had been ser I 
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... way in prizes. The two vessel, engaged within pillOI.ahot, and 
!liter sixty.five minutes dOlI\! fighting, the captain and tirst-l ieutenant 
of the Drake were both dead. and tbe 'essel was compelled to strike 
her colours. Besides these two brave officers. the enemy lost up' 
wards of forty men in the aClion. Jones sailed (or Breat in hi, prize. 
where be anchored on the 7th of May, after an abaence of twenty· 
eight days, during which lime he had laken two bundred prisoners. 
Of one hundred and twenty·three men with him when he sailed, 
only two were with him wh\!n he anchored III Bresl, the remainder 
having been distributed among his many prizes. Jones's chier ob
ject in this cruise was to capture as many prisoners .8 poasible, in 
order, by exchanging, to obtai n the releas!! or the American prisoneR 
in England and America, of which the number was large. In thit 
object he completely SUCCfifidlld. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

CAMPAIGN 01' 1779. 

EVERAL of th. 
late opernlions of 
the Am('rican ar
my owed much 
o{their efficiency 
to tbe admit[lble 
train ing of Baron 
Steuben, a Prlll!

----'-' sio.n officer who 
~ had served un·
=::.:~"~~~ derFredericklhe 

G.~t. and hod joined Iha ,\meriean standard in December, 1777. 
Hi, exact discipline conlrillliad largely to ~he ultimate auccess or 
the war. 

'fhe auention of Congresa and of the commander-in~bie( was now 
called 10 plan. for the campaign of 1779. The former, looking I( 

I their PNlViOUI lucceaael, altd the powerful co-operalion of Franu. 
40 lat _ 
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cherished the moat brilliant expectationl, and had formed schemes 
truly magnificent. Conclu:iing that the English would be speedily 
expelled, or would of their own accord depart (rom America, theehlef 
object was to be the invuion of Canada, from three different points, 
the French being invited to co--operate. 'Vaahington, on learnmg 
this vast design. took the utmost pains to.plOye ita (utility, and It was 

finally abandoned. 
In facl, both the civil and military IItrength of the union was now 

at a lower ebb than alllny time aince the struggle commenced. The 
members of Congress had originally consisted of the able!! men in 
America, animated by the most ardent zeal. and implicilly obeyed by 
,II the votaries of tbeir CRuse. After the Declartttion of Independence, 
however, a new modification of the gove rnment was considered ne
ce~sary. A constitution was drawn up. nnd, afler many delays and 
difficulties, brought into operation. ellrly in 1779, under which the 
state legislatures were invested with 11.11 the moat importnnt powers, 
resigning only a few which were judged indispensable for united 
action. Congresa still retained the direction of foreign affairs, of tbe 
war, and consequently of the naval and military force; but to furnish 
men and supplie8 for these seryicea they had no resource, except 
requisitions addressed to the alate legi.lature8. The latter had the 
complete option whether they .hould or .hould not comply, and had 
many motives which atrongly inclined them 10 the latter alternative: 
indeed compliance could only be afforded by measures nry unpopu
lar, and which would have much disobliged their conslilUents. The 
demand:s of Congress were tbus only partially and unequally fulfilled. 
and tbe levies never approached tbe amount at wbich they were 

nominally fixed . 
The financial state of the country, too, waa embarrassing in tbe 

extreme. The coloni8ts, at the beginning of lbe war. bad been yery 
little accustomed to any 8erioul taxation j and having taken arms 
I'xpressly to resist it, would have ill brooked paying 11 larger amount 
for their expenses than Britain had ever demanded. It was not till 
November. J777, th,lI! Congrell8 ventured to make a requisition of five 
millions of dollars annually, to which the aIDte, but faintly responded. 
France and Spain gue aome usistance, first in gin, and !.hen in loan; 
but tIS lbeir own finances grew embarrassed, these contributions be-
came very stinted. The commiasione ... endeavoured to treat for loans 
.vith European capitalists, especia.lly in Holland, and with thi! view 
drew a flattering picture of the future prosperity of lhe new republic. 
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Qnd her ultimate power to repay even the largest Bdvanct'l; butllll~ 
Dutch were not incl jned to be satisfied with such security, and mo
ney cou ld be got only in smllll amount, and on exorbilantlemls. One 
house made a somewhat liberal offer, but on condition of carrying on 
Ihe wholo trade of thtl Union, and holding all ita real and peraonal 
property in mortgage. In tbese circumstances, the Slates had no 
resource Ucepl paper-money. In lnG, they iaaued three millions 
of dollara; and this moderate Rmount being easily absorbed in tbe cir
culation, proved an available resource. They were thus encouraged 
to pour forth repeated ill8uea, which Ilt the beginning of 1779 had 
rlStm to above a hundred millions. find in tbe course of the year I~ 
double that amount, which they had pledged themselves not to ex. 
ceed. The necessary consequence was a depreciation of the notel 
to about a fortieth of their nominal value, and hence a miserable 
dflrangement in al! mercantile and money transactions. The evil 
was aggravated, too, by preposterous remedies. The paper at ita 
nominal value was made II. legal tender for Illl debta; and by ,hi. 
iniquitous measure, which Washington deeply regretted. mllny ere
ditora. both public and private. were defrauded, but no permanent 
relief could be afforded. As the articles furniehed to the army, like 
.U others. rose 10 an enormou. nominal value, they were so ignol'Dnl 
u 10 fill 0 m.u.imum ••bo'e which they should not be received. The 
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consequence wu, that at this inadequate rate none could be got; and 
the army would have perished had not this abeurd regulation been 

rescinded. 
Europe, however, II transaction took place highly 
auspieioue to the AmericaD COUIIe. Spain,lIrter long 
hesitation, determined to join the coDfedertlcy; and. 
on the 12th April, 1779, concluded (or that purpOlie 
a secret treaty with France. She had for IiIOm6 time 
oB'ered and eveD pressed herself as a meilintor, 
having uitimlllely propoeed II congreu of all thtl con
tending powe" at Madrid, find during the negolia

lion, II general suspension of arma; but 8S it W8I made II condition 
thaI in the mean time the coloDies were to remain actually inde
pendent. Britain, tbough without expyessing any hostile feeling. de· 
clared Buch terms inadmissible. The other party, however. WIIS nut 
dillpm:ed to stop hert". On the 16th June, D'Almadovar, the Spanish 
ambe.1I8Ildor, took hill departure. after delivering a note, complaining 
not only of the rejection of hill sovereign's friendly overtures, bUl of 
lundry violencell committed on his subjecta in the course of the war, 
and for wbich be was detemlined to seek redreu. This was foUowed 
by s loog manifesto, in which grievances were enumerated to the 
number of eighty.six, and the neceuity .tated of reducing the Bri 
tish maritime power. Theile documents were $OOn anlwered by 
letters of marque, followed by open war. 

HEIR interior strength, as alreedy oheen'ed, by no 
lneans corresponded with the IIplendour of tbeir foreign 
relations; and 'Vashington had clearly demonstr&tl'd 
to Congre" the expediency of confining themllelvea 
to a defenllive warfare. Climon, on the other hand. 

did not attempt to pentlll'llte far Into the interior from New York; 
but engaged in 80me extensive expeditions for the desHuclion of 8Iorea 
lind shipping. 'fhc /I'I06t important WIlS undertaken in May by a 
equadron under Sir George Collyer, upon whom the command of the 
naval force had now ~evolved, and having on boord eighteen hundred 
men commanded by General Matthews. Th e object was the naval 
yard at Gosport on the CheatlpeaKe, wilh the military storea and 
ahipping al Portamouth and Norfolk, the two chic( selllS of commerce 
in Virginia. The only defence Wat a fori wilh one hundred and 
fifly men on Elizabeth ri,.er near Portlmoutb; and this garrilOO, con
tidering themael,.ct 100 weak to relirt, Bed inwa moratl caUed the 
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Dismnl Swamp. The British took up their head-quaners thero; and 
in the co~r!Jc of a few dllya made a complete aweep of every thing 
that was to be found on tbis range of coast, destroying or taking one 
hundred and twenty-seven vessels, and other property valued at half 
II million Iterl ing. Clinton, however, very judiciously did not divide 
hie army by any permanent estnblishment. 

Immediately on their return to New Yorlc, the fleet and army were 
employed in an expedition on the Hudson. Kingsferry, about si:lIY 
milea up. and near the entrance of the highlands. formed the moat 
convenient communication across the river for Washington's army. 
whose winge occupied both banke. It was defended by two opposite 
(ort.!J, Stony Point ond Verplank'e Point, which were both attncked. 
The first. being unfinished. was at once evacuated; and the garril!On 
olf the other, lifter n vain attempt at resistnnce, was obliged to Burren· 
der. Clinton cn.u.ed the two plneel to be put in a state of defence; 
but operations were not pushed fnrther in this direction. 

The next enterpriee was against the coast of Connecticut. which 
hod heen a very extensive and successfu l theatre of privateering 
opemtion!; and on the 3d July, two thousand six hundred men aniled 
under Sir George Collyer and Genel'lll Tryon. governor of New York. 
New Haven was loon captured. the militia makini[' II vain Bttempt V 
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resIst . There i. stated to have been ao inientiOD to burn the town 
which was changed into the mere seizure of the stores and vessels. 
At Fairfield and Norwalk, a greater resistance waa encountered; and 
ooth these places were nearly reduced to ashel. A proposed attack 
on New London was interrupted by a counter-proje{:! of 'VlUlhing
ton , "'ho ""lIS anxious to do something to efface the impression of so 
many losses. It being understood . that the newly-captured (orta on 
the Hudson were little ftpprehensiveof any attack, General Wayne 
was sent wilh a detachment, and reached Stony Point undiscovered 
at midnight of the 15th July, when, nfter II. desperate but short strug
gle, he carried the place. '] 'ht' garriaon. five hundred nod fo rty-three 
in number, were made prisoners. and treated with great humanity. ,
The opposite fort was also attempled. but wilhout success; and the 
first . being then thought untenable. wal demolished and abandoned; 
but Clinton re-occupied and repaired it. 

An expedition was also sent in June from Boston against a ata tion 
on the river Penobacot. formed by a detachment under Colonel 
Maclean from Nova Scotia. Above three thouland militia, under 
General Lovell, effected a landing on the peninsular poinl occupied 
by the English; but the works appeared to him too strong to be car~ 
ried witbout the aid of regular !roops, which were promised by 
General Gales. Before their arrival. ho..... ever. Sir George Collyer 
appeared in the river wilh a squadron from New York. when Lovell 
re-embarked his troops. and formed with his .hips a crescent across 
tbe river. making a show of resistance. till, seeing his adversary 
bearing up with superior forte . he took to flight . and having no re
treat. his fleet of ail[ frigates and nine .maller veaaeb ..... as enti rely 
destroyed. The men e8Cllped on shore. but hlld to penetrate through 
a long extent of desert. in which many perished. 1'his blow waa 
compensated by the surprise of Pow let Hook, a fort immediately 
oPP()$ite to New York. Being far within the British lines. the com
mander yielded to a culpable security. from which, about three in the 
morning of the 18th August. he was rouled by Mlljor, afterwards 
Brigndier-General, Henry Lee. who entered the place without re
aistance. and made one hundred aod tiny-nine pri$One.... Circum
amnces did Dot allow the captor to retain it, and he found lome diffi
culty in retreating. 

Congress, meantime, hlld planned the reduction of East Florida, 
and henceJlad recalled General Robert Howe. supplyjng his place 
by Lincoln, an officer of much higbt'r reputlltion, .....ho bad been 
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second under Gates against Burgoyne. He found every thing in tbe 
mott unprepared state; and. before being able to put any foree in 
motion. learned tbe total defeat of bia predeces80f. and tbe conqueat 
of Georgia. which are noticed in the former chapter. Lincoln could 
tben aim only at covering South Carolina; and the river Savannah 
formed 10 strong a barrier. thst the British geneml did not attempt 
to emu. Meantime. about seven hundred royalist refugees, who had 
been driven to take shelter among the Indians. attempted to rejoin the 
king's forces. Being I:Ittacked. however, by Colonel Pickens with a 
body or militia. Colonel Boyd. their commander. was killed. and only 
tbree hundred reached their destination. Several of the prisoners 
were tried and put to death. 

Lin'coln. encouraged by Ihis success. and being daily reinforeed. 
caused General Ashe with fourteen hundred men to CT08S the Sa· 
vannah. and take poet at ita junction witb Briar Creek. a stream un. 
fordable for some miles up. and appearing completely to secure hi. 
front. It wal thu. hoped to e.rc1ude tbe English from Augulta and 
all the upper territories, Colonel Prevost. however. brother to the 
general, making a circuit of fifty miles, Dnd crosling at ford. fifteen 
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mile! above. came unexpectedly on the rear of this body, and ttully 
routed them-the regular troop'. alioT attempting resistance, being all 
either killed or taken. Notwithstanding tbis disastlll, Lincoln, again 
rdnforced. determined to proceed with his main body ngainsl Augusta. 
Pn'Y(l6t, instead of a long and hamMing ffitlrch in thaI direction, 
sought to recall him by a movement again'l Charleston i but intend· 
ing only a feint, he proceeded with 8 leisure which he found reason 
to regret, as it appear. had all practicable speed bt-en employed, that 
capital would have {nHen into his blInd,. The alarm, however, had 
been given, and such active prrparations made. Ihnt he did nOI ven
ture to Ilttuck, but dislributed his troop. in the neighbouring 'island 
of St. John. Lincoln, who had hnl teol'd down, made an attempt 'to 
11£>111 up his qUllrters, without 8ucceSll; and the midsummer hent 
causing a auspenaion of military operalion'.lhe Britilh troop. reti red 
unmolesled into Georgill. 

Thia state of daiIl! in Ihe loulhern C(Jloniel called imperiously for 
the aLlention of Congress. and Wuhington found it neceullry to de
beh thither same part even of hi. reduced army. He aoliciLed mdlJ 
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powerful aid from D'Eataing, who commanded in the West Indu~1I an 
sufficiently to crush the English in Georgi.!!. 

French admiral received thi. application 
just afler having fought a hard battle against 
Commodore Byron, which obliged the lattor 
to go into port to refit. The former being 
thull for a time master of the sea, determined 
at once to comply with the reque.t, took on 
board lIix thousand land-troops, and steered 
di rect for Savannah, where he captured a 
fifty-gun .hip and three frigates. Prevost had 

hil force broken up into detachments distributed along the frontie r ; 
but these were ordered in so promptly, that before the French had 
landed apd formed a j unction with Lincoln, nearly all had arrived. 
O~ the Hilh September, D'Estaing appeared before the place and 
summoned it to su rrender. Prevost, under pretext of negotiation 
obtnined a suspension for twenty-four hours, during which Colonel 
Maitland entered with the last and largest detachment, eluding Lin
coln i and the full determination to rell istwall then announced. The 
alliCl. on reconnoitering the works, deemed it imprudt'nt to attempt 
them by SlO rm, and were obliged 10 wait a few days till the beavy 
ordnance and 1I0res could be brought from the fieet. They broke 
ground on the 23d September; but the defence was conducted with 
great vigour and skill, under Ihe direction of Major Moncrieff; eo that 
notwithstanding lOme progrese made by the lst October, an interval 
must IItili elapee before lIurrendercould be expected. O'Es:aing then 

..refused to adventure hill lIeet longer on Ihlll insecure coati, in a tem
pestuous acason, and while liable to attack from the British squadron 
refitted and reinforced; yet before departing, he offered 10 concur in 
an attempt to carry the Illace by storm. 'rhis was agreed to i and II. 

hollow way being observed, by which troops could advance to within 
fifty yard. of tho wall, fou r thousand five hundred men, the flower 
of the combined army. undertook to penetrate it, while the resl 
amused the garriBOn by fei gned auacks. This party pushed on with 
great vigour; they had even croesed the ditch, mounted the pampet, 
and planted their tlaudnrd. on tho. wall_ Being here exposed, ho\\'
ever, to a tremendous fire from works well conlltructed and com
pletely manned, they soon gave way j Count Pulaski was killE'd, lind 
a hrisk alttlck by Major Glaziere drove the whole back into the hol
low. They thell renounced the ,ttack. ltaving sustained the severl' 
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loss of seven hundred French lind two hundred and thirty-four Ame
ricans killed and wounded; while that of the betieged wa. only fifty 
five. The French admiral no longer paused in embarking bis troops 
and miling for the West Indies; tbus Illecond time disappointing 
sanguine e.lpeClAtioDl, and lellving the American cause in a. worse 

atale than before. 
During the summer, II squadron wal filted out by the American 

commissioners of Pam,lhe command of which was given to CommG
dore John Paul Jonell. He sailed from Port VOrient, in July, in the 
Bon Homme R ichard of forty guns, accompanied by the Alliance, 
thirty-six, the PIIUM, thirty-two, and the Vengeance. twelve. 

After capturing a~veral vessels on the COMt of Scotland, he th reat
ened \0 Jay the town of Leith. under contribution i but a sturm coming 
on, he sct sail, and directed hil course to Flamborough Head. On 
the night of the %3d of September, wbile cruising off the Head, be 
fell in with the Sera pie, of forty-four guns, which wae convoying the 
Baltic tleel, in company with the frigate Countese of Scarborough. 
The people of the aurrounding country were gathered on the heights 
about the Head, and witnelsed !.he novel Icene. Thtl Setapia had 
every adl'antage over Lhe R icha rd in the number and calibre of guns, 
and in being more manageable than her aOlagonist. This advan· 
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Io.b't! W8ll t()mewhat Ituened, however, by the Sempis funning her 
oowspril between the poop and miuen·mll!t of the Bon Homme 
Richard , when Jones , with his own hands, lashed it fast, and brought 
the two "easels logether, The ships were Ihus engaged from half· 
past elf 'lt till half-past ten, the muzzles of their guns touching each 
other's ~idea. One of the men oilihe Bon Homme Richard arrit<! (I 

balkel "f hand·grenades out on the mainyard, and threlv them among 
the crew of the Sempia. At half·past eight, one of these combusti· 
bles exploded a cartridge-magazine, blew up among the people abaft 
the main.maSl, and rendered all the guns on that side useleu. The 
two ships were frequen tly on fi re during the aClion, and the lpeelade 
was inezpresliblyawful. At last Captain Pearson of the Sempis 
lIruck hi. flag, when Jane. immediately transferred hi. crew on 
board of her, &Stha Bon Homme Richard was in a sinking condition. 

Wh ilst the action between the two larger vessels was maintained, 
the Pallas ('ngaged, and, after t\\·o houn' fighting, compelled tho 
Counteu of Scarborough to surrender. On the 25th, the Bon Homme 
Richard, after every exertion on the part of Commodore Jones to save 
her, went down. Jones sailed for HollD.nd with his priztls, and on 
the 3d of Octobe, anchored off the Texel, having tAken during the 
ahort cruise prizes e8limated to amount to more than £40,000. 

In 1780, Commodore Jones took command or th", Ariel, a small 
store-ship or twenty guns, and sailed for the United States i but, 
losing h is mD.Sts in a gale, he was obliged to return to L'Orient to 
refit; and, thus delayed, he did not reach America until Ftlbruary, 
17S1. Joncs wos honoured with the thanks of Congress, and a gold 
medal wu atruck in commemoration of the victory over the Sera pia. 

U hi 
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CAllJ'AION 011 1780. 

G
ENERAL CLINTON had 
determined 10 begin opera
tIona on !I. great scale in 
the southern stales. Re
ce~t information showed 

them to be more defenceless, and the 
inhabiUlnlll betlcr inclined to the British 
dominion, tban those on the great north
ern theatre of war j while their reduc
tion might facililate that of the others, 
or at all 6'1'enll preserve for Britain an 
important portion of her American ter

ritory. He had recently obtained a reinforcement from England, 
and bad withdrawn tbe foree hitherto stationed with little advanl.8.ge 
upon Rhode £Sland. On the 26th of Deeember, 1179, leaving Knyp.. 
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baulen with troops sufficient to defend New York antUnst the armv I 

of'Vashington, he sailed \\'iLh five thousand men for Slll'annoh. . 
HE voynge IVtUI prolong~d till the 
end of Januory; some of the Yes
sels were wrecked,ond nesrly all 
thl" horses perished. He exertrd 
himself actively to repair these 
losses; and by the middle of Febru
ary he re-embarkl"d nod iand<,d at 
SI. John's Island, near Charlestnn. 
Some time waa spent in recrui ting 
and reinforcing his troops and re

11l(,uming his cflvalry; whilo Lincoln Wall actively strengthening the 
sarrison, and restoring the works which, sin ce the memomble !Hlnck 
in May, had fallen into almost completo decay. He raised two 
thousand regu lars, one thousand militia, and a great body of ormed 
citizens; but the chief hope rested on preventing the British from 
crossing the bar; but tho fleet, under a favourable wind nnd tide, 
paNed with scarcely any opposition . Lincoln then seriously delibe 
rated on evacuating the place and saving his aTmY j but he dreaded 
popular reproach, and was buoyed up witb promises of re-inforce. 
menta that never arrived. On the hi of April. Clinton crossed Iht' 
Ashley, which, with Cooper river, encloses the peninsula of Charles
ton, and broke ground before the city. On the 9th, the first parallel 
Wat completed i yet the garrilon still communicatl"d with the country 
by their cavalry at Monks' Corner, about tbiny mill'!< up Cooper 
river. Colonel Tarleton surprised and defeated this body. 'rhc 
British Boon aner received a reinforcement of three thousand; when 
Lincoln seriously proposed an attempt to extricate his army; but the 
principal inhabilll.nte, entenaini ng a well-founded dread of iII·treat· 
ment from the capton, prevailed upon him only to offer a capitula 
lion on condition of the garrison being still allowed to serve. This 
proposal was at once rejected; the siege was steadily pushed; all 
Lhe outward poets aucceaaively fell j and Ibe third parallel being 
completed. preparations were made for a general assault. Lin· 
coIn, then seeing his situation hopeless, submitted to the ten", 
proffered by the victor, that all the military Slores should be gin·a 
up, the regular troops made prisoners of war, while the mil il ia, 
on giving their parole, might return and remain unm'lll"sted til 

their bomes. The prilOnel'8 taken were stated by Clinton at fin· 
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thousnnd sill: hundred and eighteen, with one thousand seamen and 
three hundred Ilod ell!ven pieces of ordnance. 

Clinton now published 8 proclamation, promising to the people a 
renewal of all their former privileges. wilh tbe addition of not being 
tued unless by their own conlent. Soon al'ter, he issued another, 
II.bsol ... ing the militia from their paroles, and calling upon tbem to join 

with other citizens in aiding the British cause. This alep was an 
outrageous breach of faith, and at once roused the whole louthem 
country into determined resistance of their faithless oppressoT3. 

On the 5th of June, Clinton IIct sail for New York, leaving Lord 
Cornwallis with four thousand men to secure, Dnd if he could, ulend 
his conquests. Detachments had already betD .sent up the principal 
rivers. Savannah, Saluda. and Santee. On the last only. a party of 
four hundred, under Colonel Buford. lVas mpidly retreating. Though 
ten days in- advance. they were overtaken by the mpid march of 
Torl('lon, and at 'Vaxha\\'s completely routed and dispersed. Tarle
ton caused a mllSMcrc of nearly the whole detachment, and thus 
gave rise to the term Tarleton'. quarlen, which wu current during 
the remainder of the war. The principal rorce of tbe enemy was 
then advanced to Camden on !.he Wateree. ne8T the rrontier of North 
Carolina; but tbe intense heat, with tbe difficulty of provisioning 
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loie army till the com Wall 011 the ground. rendered a delay necessary. 
The Tories in that province were advised to remain quiet till a 
PQwerful support could be brought forward ; but their furious zeal 
could not be restrained. and broke out in eeveral insurrections. which 
were suppressed al'\d punished with a rlgour tending to deter from 
similar attempts in future. 

Extreme alarm was felt by the American government on receiving 
intelligence of these evenlS i and amid the grealest obstacles. ;1 \yR! 

necessary to make vigorous efforts to retrieve their affll.irs. Wash· 
ington made arrangements for the march of the troops in Maryland 
and Delaware. snd for calling out the militia of Virginia and North 
Carolina. He placed them under the Baron de Kalb. a veteran 
Oerman officer; but Congress soon after conferred the chief command 
on Oatea. hoping that the conqueror of Burgoyne might again turn 
the tide of fortune. Notwithslanding the utmOlt despatch. lila want 
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of money. military stores, and pro't'iaions, detained him so long, that, 
though the expedition set out in March. it WIl.!J the beginning of 
August before he could approach Camden, with about four thousand 
meo, mostly militia. He adY8.nced in the determination to push 
't'igorously olrensive operationa, hoping to induce Lord Rawdon to 

(mil back upon Charleston. That officer. however, bad given notice 
to Cornwallis, who I!lutened 10 the 'pot, and though hie force 
wal little more than two thousand. he reaolved without hesitation 
10 attack. He had sel out in the night of the 16th. with a view 
to surprise the Americans, when, by n singular concurrence, he met 
Gates in full march with the lame dl'.ign ngnin" himself. The ad
,'anced gunrd of the Jatter was driven in, when both parties thought it 
odviubJe to postpone the general oction till daylight. In the Ameri
can line, Kalb, with most of tho regularll, commanded on the right, 
while the militia of Cllrolinn formed the centre, and that of Virginia 
the left. 1'he conflict began with the lost, who were attacked by the 
British infantry, under Colonel Webster. with luch impetuosity, 
that they threw down their arms and precipitately fled. The whole 
of the left and centre also fled . Gales himself retreated till he 
.1eac.hed Charlotte, eighty miles distant. 

EA.N'W.1E" Kalb, on tbe right, opposed to Lord 
Rawdon, long and firmly msintoin~ his ground . 
gaining even lOme advantage; and it was not 
till the victorious divisions had wheeled round 
against him, tho! his corps was broken and dis· 
persed . He himself, covered with W(lunds, be
came a captive, and. notwithltanding every ure, 

tx,plred in a few hOUr!!. About nne thousand prisonen were taken. 
and the wholt:lll rmy was scotlered. Gntes erred in fighting a pitched 
hallIe with on Dlmy consisting chiefly of militia, and in hal'ing COUl

posed of them so great a lltlrt of his regular line. instead of merely 
employing them to skirmish on his front and flanks; but, in fact, 
his ,'etemn force seems to have actHcely sufficed for 0. duly extended 
order of battle. 

Meantime, the patriota in South Carolinn. had begun to rile at dif· 
ferent poiots. The militia, complaining that the term. granted bad 
not been duly obaerved, deserted the Britisb Ito.ndard in muses: 
one Colonel Liele carried with him a wbole battalion. Thu~ were 
llUembled. under Cclonel (afterwards General) Sumpter. an active 
partuan, UpWardl of lix hundred, Mliled uy a detacbment from tbe 
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main army to about one thousand. He was repulsed in attackl 
upon the stations called Rocky Mount and Hanging Rock; bUI, on 
the evening before the battle of Camden, succeeded in carrying a 
strong redoubt on the 'Vateree, taking ab.lfe one hundred prisonera. 
On learning the fatal issue of that dsy, he instantly began his re
treat, and reached with such Ct'lerity the fords of the Catawba, that 
he considered himself saJe, and allowed his men to repose during the 
heat of the day. Tarleton was sent in purauit. His rapidity was 
such, that the grenter part of his corps could not follow him from 
fatigue; but with one hundred and sil::ty only ha came up. and 
found Sumpter's party completely unprepared, their videttes asleep, 
and the men lying apart from their arms. Roused ftorn slumber by 
the altuck of the enemy, they scarcely attempted resistance j and 
after a short struggle, about half were captured. the others disptlrsed. 
They losl one hundred and fifty killed and wounded, besides three 
hund red and ten prisoners; all their stores were taken, and the 
British captives recovered. 

Cornwallis, having thus become master of 3. considerable number 
of prisoDera, put many of them to death, aDd thus exasperated the 
war into ona of extermination . 

After a few weeks' delay on aecount of the heat, the Briti.h 
general advanced to Charlotte Town. in North Caroli... lUeanlime.. 
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II. corps of about sixteen hundred T ory militia having been assembled, 
under Major Ferguson, he was directed to moye weatwllrd, lind clear 
the territory along the foot of the mountains. He WM Jed farther 
in this direction hy the movements of II. patty of palrioL!J which 
threatened Augusta, where he approached and roused into action II. 

claM of terrible foes to the Briti.h cause. The borderers, who roved 
along the side! of the Alleghany, were if poaeible ruder and bolder 
than the boya of tbe Green Mountains. They rode on light fleet 
horses. carrying only their rifle, II. blanket, and knBpsack. Food was 
procured by the gun, or, on its occasional failure, from a smnll herd 
of callIe driven behind them. AI night. the earth was their ~d, the 
Iky their canopy . They thua moved witl'l a swiftness which no 
ordinary troop8 could rival. 

ERGUSON, aner receiving orders from 
Lord Cornwallis 10 move wemvard. nt
tempted to relieve Augustn, then threat
ened by a ba.nd of palriOl!! under Colonel 
Clarke; and thus roused against him 
tbose terrible antagonists of the Toriel 
- the border settlers. Thele men came 
down suddenly upon Fergulon. He COOl

menced a hasty retreat from Charlotte· 
under Colonell Williams, Campbell, Shel· 

by, and Tracy, having united together, began a rapid pursuit . 
Halting at Gilbert lown, tbey selected liJ: teen hundred of tbeir besl 
riflemen, and hurrying on, overtook the Toriea encamped at King'l 
Mountain. Arranging themselves in three divisions, under Colonels 
Cleaveland, Shelby, and Campbell, they attacked by turns, and oil,. 
being repulsed, retired but a little distnnce, Ie-formed , and again 
advanced. Ferguson charged again and again with the bayonet. 
Repulse only inspi red his assailanLe to greater enrtion8, and after 
an hour'8 fighting, he fell , mortally wounded, and bis surviving 
troops, numbering eight hundred, surrendered. One hundred and 
fifty fell dead in tbe action, and 118 many more were wounded. 
Fifteen bundred stand of arms were also captured; the American 
lou was smaU; but among tbe dead was the lamented Colonel 
WiUi!Ulls. 

During these operations in the south, General Washington wa8SO 
cramped in resources for supplying the army, and su rrounded by 
difficulties of so formidftble a nature, that he found it impossibll' W 

, 
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attempt off'enSlIte opemtiOlis of any magnitude. Many of the troops 
were in a starving condition. and all were so destitute of clothing as 
to be in danger. during the winter, of perishing with cold, Numbers 
of horsE's died or were rendered uselea j the pay of officers was de
preciated to a mere nominal value; and the whole army had ceased 
to rec~ive the promises of Congress with confidence, While these 
symptoms threatened the dissolution of the army. the term of service 
of several of the regiments eltpired, and the greatest efforts were 
requisite to induce them to remain. 

It cannot be wondered at. that amid these appalling hardships, 
mutiny began to display il8elf., Two Oonnecticut regimMts paraded 
under anns, for the purpose of either obtaining 8ub!i8t~nce by force. 
j r returning home. After much persuasion, however, they were 
induced to return to duty. About the same time, papers from the 
enemy, containing promises of abundant food and pay. if they would 
desert to the British. were privately circulated among the soldiers; 
hut, to the honour of the American chamcter. they were treated with 
utter Contempt. Notwithstanding this repulse. General Knyphnusen 
crossed into New Jersey with five thousand mt!n. in order to take 
advantage of circumstances; but he was so roughly handled by both 
I1!guJan and militin, that he retreated to Eli2abethtown. Clillkm

" .. 
• 


http:Sl'.A.TE


410 CAlJPAIO!'f OF 1780. 

having arril'ed from Charleston, sent him II reinforcement, with whlch 
be again advanced toward Springfield. He Wall opposed by Seneml 
Greene, and after II severe action, he burned the town lind retired to 
Nt'1V York . The 1051 of the Americans was about eighty men ; 

considerably more. 
ATE in the spring, the Marquis de 
La Fayette returned from France 
with the cheering intelligence that 
his government would shortly send 

II Il'ind ond naval force to assist the Americans. 
He was enthusiastically received both by Con
gress and the people. III July,the first division 
of the promised fleet arrived al Long Island. h 
consisted of seven .hipa, two frigates, II culter, 

';;;P".'lhip, aDd thirty·two transporta. carrying in all ,ix 
thousand men and five hundred and ninety guna. The land force 
W8.!I commanded by tbe Count de Roch.mbeau; tbe fleet by the 

• 
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Chenlier de Ternay. Such, however, was the aeareity of military 
Itore. among tbe Americane. that they were totally unpn-pared to 

act with their new alliea ; and before supplies could be obtained. 
newa came that I~e remainder of the French lIeet WOI detained 
in the harbour of Breit by a blockade-thus blalting all the brilliant 
hopei of ending the war in that campaign. 

In September of this year, a plot wal di6COvered which. happily 
for the honour of America, stand. out as a lolitary episode in our 
history. To ulidentand ita caules, we must glance back 10 evcnts 
preceding the year 1780. It will be remembered that it waa prin
cipally owing to the t>xertionl of General A mold, that the Americans 
gained the battle of StilJwat(lr. He was there wounded in the leg, 
and being unfit for activc service, wal appointed commander at 

Philadelphia, after its evacuation by the British. Here an extrava· 
gant courae of living soon involved him in debt, from which he 
sought to frea himself by trade and privateering. Thia failillg. 
he resorted to peculation, In July. 1779, he exhibited hie accounts, 
with beavy demanda againlt the public, half of which were rejected 
by commissioners appointed lOenmine them. Haappealed to Con
greu; but a committee from that body confirmed the commiuioners' 
report. This led to lome bitter reflectionl upon Congre.. ; and 
Arnold ",'as at lengtb tried by a court-martial, on chargee preferred 
by the Governor of Pennsylvania, found guilty, and sentenced to be 
reprimanded by the commander-in·chief, Thil lentence waa exe
cuted by Waahington witb becoming delicacy. 

Arnold now applied (or the command o( West Point, the atrongt'~t 
military ltation in poat'nion of the Americans, and 80 aituated aa to 
defend the campa of the American army on both aides of the North 
river. os well aa command the river itself. W08hington, anxiOUI to 
heal the general'a lacerated feelings. wisbed to bestow upon him the 
command of the whole len wing, during the march of his army upon 
New York; but on the aslcrtion of Arnold thaI hie wound would 
not permit hia engaging in active lervice, the commandcT-in-chief 
readily granted bim the superintendence of West Point. 

Being thus placed in p08lleasion of an important military POSI, 

Arnold began tha prosecution of a Icheme he had long meditated, 
which wal no Jeu than to surrender himself to the enemy, together 
lVith all the 1I0ret and troops under his command. Aner a lecret 
negotiation with Sir Henry Clinton, through the agency of Mojor 
Andre, adjutant·general of the British ormy, he !loped 10 put that 
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commander In possession of the fortresa, by maTching his troops into 
tbe neighbouring defiles, while the enemy would enter through a 
designated pass. During this correspondence. Arnold asaumed the 
name of Gustavus, and Andre that of John AndenlCNl; while. to 
facilitate their operations. the Vulture tloop~f'lVar moved up th~ 
river and stationed itself 8t near &8 possible to 'Vest Point. without 
exciting suspi~ion. 

At this time General Wuhington, with KIlOS, La Fayette. and 
other officers, was at Ha.rtford. concerting with the Count Rocham 
beau a plan of operations for the ensuing campaign. This lvaS ar 
ranged on the 21st of September. 1780. On the same day, Andri 
arrived on shore from the Vulture with a 8urtoul over his regimentals. 
and in a boot provided by Arnold. The latter met him at the house 
of a Mr. Smith. Day appeared before their conference was finished. 
and for fear of di;covery, Andr6 was secreted within the American 
pos!.s. 00 the following night, for some cause not well understood, 
the boatmen refused to return bim 10 the Vulture. and Arnold fu~· 
nished him \Vnh a pass to .. permit John Anderson to go to the lines' 
at White Plains. or lower if he thought proper, he being on public 
businesa." After safely pUling the guards and outposts, he was 
.uddenly seized by three mili tia men, In.tead of producing his 
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pass. he nsked where they belonged; and being l\nswered "tn be. 
low," [New Y ork.] he im mediately replied." So do I," adding that 
he was (l British officer on urgent business. On sea rching hia per
IOn. they found in his boo!; papers in Arnold's band writing, contain
ing full delcriptions of the garrison and defences of West Point, and 
a copy of a report laid by Washington before a council of war on the 
6th of the month. Aware- of his fatal mista ke. Andre offered his 
captors a pune of gold. with his valuable watch lind a large sum of 
money, I hould they permit him to pass; but nobly disdaining these, 
they conveyed him to Colonel Jameson, commander of the militia in 
thlt quarter. This officer imprudently pennitted Andre to write a 
letter to Arnold. informing him that Anderson waa captured. The 
traitor was thus enabled to escape. Jameson forwarded a leiter to 
Gt'neral W &shington, then on his road to 'Vest P oint; but it did not 
reoch him until it waa too late to arrest the fu gitive. 

Mort ified as was the whole anny at the disclosu re of this nefMious 
plol. it WAS n subject of rejoicing that Providence had so mo nifestly 
mterp08ed to counteract it. Washington appointed a board of four
teen general officers to examine the case of Andre. On his own 
confeuion of the cireumstances, they unanimously pronounced him 
a spy, and tbat agreeably to the laws of nations be should su ffer 
death. 'Vsshington was obliged to acqu iesce in th is verdict. E very 
effon waa made to save him by the British commander, and even by ... 
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Arnold himsel(, Andre made but one request : il WfLS that he might 
die as a soldier. This also'VlUlbington submitted to hi. officers. 
but in their opinion it could not be granted; and on the 2d of Octo. 
ber the youthful, but too pliable Andre expired on a gallows. The 
sympathy for him throughout the Ameri~n camp wal unexampled 
under any similar circumstances: and bis {lIIe dt1lply affected the 
royal army. While the place of hi. execution was oflen moistened 
by the tears of his foe" the infamous Arnold was allowed to move a 
despised. insulted being, among IbOlla whom he had attempted to 
benefit, and finally to descend into the grave, unlamented and uncaled 
(or. 1'he whole plan against West Point proved II total failure. 

In October, Clinton sent General ~slie to ChelW.peake b6y. with 
tiuee thousand picked troops, to form a junction with Lord Com· 
wallis. Some time arter, he received orders from his lordship to join 
him at Charleston, which ho did, thus swelling the (orces at Ihnt 
plnce 10 more than eleven thousand troops. 

In Navember, Major Talmadge with eighty men crossed Long 
Island Sound, and IIttacking Fort George, a British slation on Long 
uland, caplUred ii, togetber with D. lieutenllo:-colonel, one captain, 
and fifty·five privates. His Joss was one mao wounded; that of the 
enemy eight killed or wounded. 
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The hardship' of the troope, during the winter or 1780-'81, were 
equally rormidable with th08Cl or the rormer year; and the integrity 
of the army was again compromised by several instances or revolt. 
On the night of January I, th irteen hundred or the Penn.ylvenia 
line stationed at Morristown seized their arms and marched Iowards 
Philadelphia, to demand redreas rrom Cong~. In auempti ng to 
quell this movement, one officer Wa! killed and several wou nded. 
General 'Vayne rode among them with a pislol in each hand; but 
he was told that if he fired he would be" a dend mnn." Electing 
temporll.ry officers, they marched to Princeton in good order, with 
their arma and six fi eld-pieces. Here they were me! by a deputation 
from Congress, who finally effected a compromise. Hell.ring or the 
defection, Clinton hAd burried over emissaries to induce them to 
join the British: these were seized, delivered 10 General W ayne, 
and lIubsequernly executed . A similar revolt by a pari of the Jersey 
line wal luppressed by Ihe prompt execution of a few of Ihe ring
leadell. . 

AI these revolt••ened to disclose to the nalion the .uffering 
condition of her IOldiera, the amou nt of three month,' pay WIll raised 
by lubacription and forwarded 10 them. This lum wu joyfully reo 
ceived a. an evidence of the .hare they sti ll had in tbe sympathie, 
and affections of their countrymen. 
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CIIAPTER XXXIV. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1781. 

ean commander to capture a large umy. 
led by nn Ilble general. and 10 to weaken 

tbe fon:cs of the enemy as to render all thei r subsequent efforts eu
tircly nugatory. 

no 
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Immediately after the battle of Camden, Gates had appointf'd 
Morgan to the command of the light troops in the South. Greene 
retained him in this command , increasing his numbers to tbree hun· 
dred infantry under Colonel Howa rd, one hundred and lIeventy-fh'e 
Virginia riflemen , and leventy of Colonf'l Washington's light dl1l.
goons. W ith this force Morgan poated himself west of the Wateree. 
At the some time Marion II'OS watching the Tories, near Charleston, 
Georgetown. and other paslll. On the 27th of December, 1180, 
Morgan detached Colonel Washington with his dragoons and obout 
IwO h uod red militia to the neighbourhood of Ninety-Six, where, aur
prisi ng a body of Tories, he killed one hundred and fifty of their 
'i'lumoor, nnd captu red forty, witb a lttrge number of horses. Soon 
after Morgan was joined by two hundred and suty militia, under 
Colonel Pickens and Major McDowell. 

Immediately after having been joi ned by General LMlie, Lord 
Cornwallis determined to drive Morgan from his poet on the W"teree, 
and dispi rit the inllabitnnts who were rieing to join him . Tarleton 
Wat selected for th is senice, having nearlY eleven hundred efficient 
royal troops and two field.pieces. After a rapid pursuit, during part 
of which Morgan retreated berore him, the British officer c"rne up .. 
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with tbe Americana stationed in battle army at the Cowpt'Da, about 
three miles from the division line between North and South Carolina. 
The militia. were in front, and ao arranged that if foreed to retire, 
they could te-form in reaf of Colonel \Vuhington" mounted men, 
and charge their pursuen with the bayonet. A liule before day. 
break of January 11, Tarleton appeared in eight. and without afford
ing his exhausted troops lime to relit, ordered the attack. They 
rushed on with loud shouts. pouring in a heavy fire of musketry. 
The militia fell back i the British pursued on to the second line, 
which also fell bock. But at this critical moment, Colonel Howard, 
observing the enemy's confullion, charged their whole cnlumn with 
his regulars. Nearly at the &arne moment Colonel Pickens luceeed~d 
in mllying the miliLia, with whom he warmly seconded Howard'. 
movement. Simultanl'ously with Lheseoperations, 'Vashington dashed 
among them with his cavalry. The whole command of the enemy 
were utterly routed; on heing promised quarter by Colonel Howard. 
several hundred threw down their arml without olfering resistance. 
A detachment left to guard the baggage wal the only part of the 
infantry that eacaped. 'VllLllhington pursued Torleton twenty mile. 
and was once 10 near that be !;8ve him a Ilight wound in the bancl 
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Tbe Britilh lost ten commissioned officers and one hundred privates 
killed; twenty.nine officel'3 and two hundred printe5 wounded. nnd 
five hundred prilOncl'3. The Americans had twelve men killl'd, and 
sixty wounded. Upwards of eight hundred stand of arma. one hun· 
dred dragoon horae., thiny.five baggage wagons, and two standard., 
were omong tbe trophies of victory. The Cowpens WO! to Corn· 
wallil what Bennington \yas to Burgoyne. , 

The news of this event O!tounded Cornwallis; but Ivitb tbnt ener· 
getic promptitude for which he WO! 50 remarkable. he resolvild to 
puraue Morgan so rapidly as to prevent his contemplated junction 
with Greene; and thus attacking him with a vostly superior force. 
while encumbered with his prisoners, he hoped to cut him off com· 
pletely, Rnd neutralize the evil consequences of Tarleton's defeat. 
Deatroying nearly all his boggage, and retaining only a sufficient 
number of wagons to carry his wounded. he set out [ January 11), 
1781] on his famous pursuit. But his vigilant antagonist, after send· 
ing the prisoners to Charlotteville, hurried on to the Catawba, ,·.bicb 
he lIucceeded in croaaing [January 2S] two hours before Cornlvallis 
reached the opposito aide. A heavy rain lucceeded. which 10 
Iwelled the watl'rs of the river, that the British troops were detained 
two dayll. during which the prisoners had been advanced so far all to 
be out of reach. Morgan called out the neighbouring militia, and 
prepared to defend the prulssge of the rivl'r; but on the 318t, General 
Greene auddenly appeared in camp, having ridden one hundred and 
fifty miles to join Morgan. and hasten the detachment 10 H ick'a 
Creek, where he had left the main II.nny under General Williaml. 
After an ineffectual attempt 10 resilt the passage of the rit'er, Greene 
marched toward tbe Yadkin, pursued 10 closl'ly by Cornwallis, tbat 
the rear of one anny walllOmetimes in sigbt of the other'lIvan. The 
American gen(,fIll, however, lIucceeded in crOlling IIl!.fely, and joined 
the main anny at Guilford Court· House, whila another lIudden riae 
of water prevented Cornwallis from following. But, instell.d of giving 
up the pursuit, he determined to keep in the upper country, inter· 
cept the retreat of the Americans over tbe DoD river into Virgin ill.. 
and thua force them toa bailIe under greatdilll!.dvantages. Greene'a 
policy was 10 get into Virginia. In order to accompli.h this, by 
checking Cornwallis, he It'nt leven hundred of hi ll belt troopll, under 
Colonel Williamll , who ao harassed the pursuers as to compel them 
t.. march lIS compactly II pouible during the whole route. On one 
occasion, Lieutenant-Colonel Lee made a funou. charge upon their 
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advance cavalry, killing several, nnd .~uring II number of prisoners. 
Under cover of this party Greene hurried on to the Dan, marching 
sometimes forty miles II day, although hi. HOOpS were barefoot. 

Providence again favoured his indefatigable cxcrtiQfJs, and he crossed 
the river into Virginia in perfect security, having 8e spectators of his 
success the disconsolate CornlVolJi.,and his exhausted, dispirited fol· 
lowers. Greene secured 011 his boots on the OPP()!l it6 .hore, so that 
further punuit was impoasible. During th i, retreat of more than 
two hundred milE's, botb armies sulfered extremely from the incle· 
menl season, bad roods, hea.vy ruins. want of tents, and scarcity of 
provisions. 

Cornwalli, now marched 10 Hillsborough. where he erected the 
royalatandard. and invited the inhnbitanls "to return to their aile· 
giance," and take .up anns in the king'e cause. Although this expe
riment had not the succesa ho wished, yet several parties of Tories 
united under Colonel Pyle, ane! moved for Hillsborough. Tarleton 
wa!J sent to escort them. On the 26th of Fehruary, tbllY were met 
by 8 body of partisans under Lee and Pickens, and almost anni· 
hilated. A small number. in e&eaping, encountered Tarleton, ."bo. 
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naving heard the firing, was hurrying on to ascertain the cause 
Hoping to retrieve a part of the reputation lost at the Cowpens, that 
officer. with n laudable zeal, feU upon these Tories without ceremony , 
and, under the unfortunate idea of their being rebels, granted them 
the mercy usually bestowed hy him upon an enemy. Thi, le'Jlton 
made the 'rories more circumspect in tru:ning themselves to the 
clemency of British protection 

C
REENE had recroased the 

Onn on the 21st and 2O...d, 
and after receiving II. rein

. . t. forcernent of six hundred 
men under Stephens. he 

manreuvred for three weeks neaT Corn
wallis's camp. cutting offal! his fomg:llg 
parties, and finally obliging him to fai! 
back to the Haw river. Greene nOI\" 
received further reinforcementll, bot" 
regular and militia, swelling hia arm) 

to four thousand two hundred men, of whom nearly twenty-five hun 
drE'd were militia. With tbese he took up a position at Guilford 
Court-Houae, where he drew up the army in three lincs, and offered 
battle. The British advanced in three columns. By the rashness of 
a militia officer, the North Carolina militia, composing the first line 
were thrown into confusion. and retreated. The Virginia militia 
fought with great bravery until ordered to retreat; after \,.hich the 
regulan maintained the contest for an hour and a half. Toaave hi. 
rear, Greene then ordered a retrcat, which was well conducted. H! 
1000t three hundred continentala, and one hundred Virginia militia; 
ColOwalli. bad more than six hundred killed, wounded. or mislling. 
Among the former were Colonela Stewarl and Wehllter; while Briga
dier-Genemla O'Hara and Howard, with Colonel Tarleton, were 
wounded. Victory remained with the British; but its advantagt!s 
were altogether with their opponenta. So crippled was Cornwallis. 
that on the 21st he retreated towards Wilmington, leaving behind his 
hospital nnd wounded priaoners. Greene pursued a8 far 118 Ramsey's 
Creek, on the Deep river. Bya strange and unexpected movement, 
his lordahip, continuing hia retl'f'.al, Cl'OlUled into Virginia. and took 
post at Petersburg. 

Greene now formed Ihe daring project of penetrating into 80Ulh 
Carolina. for the purpose of driYing the British from tbe strong chain 

ON 
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of posa which they there occupied. As a preparatory movement, 
Lee was sent forward 10 join Marion, which he did at the Santee. 
Their combined forces attacked Fort 'Vataon, the moat important post 

belonging to tbe British in South Cllfoliol!.. It was taken by con. 
:nructing neaf it an immense lower, from tbo top of which tbe Arne. 
rican riflemen picked off the garriaoD allDch II rate Ihn! on the 23d 
they surrendered. 

On the 6th of April, Greene marched (or Camden. which he 
reached on the 24th. and took up a position on Hobkirk's Hill. His 
(orce WlIS eleven hundred and eighty men, of whom two hundred 
!lnd finy were miljtia. That of the British garrison, under Lord 
Rawdon, was aoout nine hundred. The American general offered 
bottle. which was accepted [April 16J. Oreene', disJlositions were 
mnde in his usual masterly manner; and in the commencement of 
the mction mil the chances of victory were with him . But,luilden ly, 
and without !lnyapparent CtlU8e, the militin began II disorderly re
treat i mnd, mfter a gallant struggle, Greeno ordered the remainder of 
the army to retire. In the early part of the battle Colonel Washing. 
"m had secured nearly two hundred prisoners, filly of whom he 
oTOught 08' eafely. Greene sceured all his baggage, nearly sll his 
wounded, beside. six British officen. The lou of the British \!faa 
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,wo hundred nnd fifty, that of the Americans about the same. The 
victery prevf'd of no advunlOge to. the ('nemy. Seme felv days after. 
R».wdon auempted to. surprise General Greene by nigbt in his camp. 
out failed; and on the 10th. of May he evacuated Camden, and 
retired seu th of the Santee. _==, HIS triumph en the part oflhe AmericnnlllYu 

follewed by others equalty impertant. On 
the 11th , Orangeburgh, with itJ garrison 
of seventy leyal militia and twelve regu
lan, surrendered to. Sumpter. Next day 
Fort Melte, defended by one hundred 
ond sixty-five men, surrendered to :\Iarion 
and Lee. The posts of Nelson's Ferry, 
Fort Granby, Silver Bluffs, Fert Cornwal

lis, and Georgetown, speedily f!llt into. the hands of the American 
partisan officers. 

On the 24th of M8Y, General Greene laid siege to. Ninety-Six, then 
garriso ned by Lieutenant-Celenel Cruger with fil'e hundred men. 
The Americ8n officer pushed his advances with such vigour thnt in 
Afew dRYS his fourth work wu within thirty yards of the ditch round 
the fert, a riOe battery ten yards high WIl! erected, the ahatti, turned. 
and a mine sunk within six feet ef the ditch. But. in the midst of 
these Oattering proepects, he received information that Lord Rawden 
was mArching against him, strongly reinferced by troops frem Ireland . 
He therefere attempted Ie carry thel werks by 8'lerm (June 18]; but 
fai ling. be withdrew hi, Army acrou thel S"luda , pursued by Ran', 
don as fur liS thel Eneree. The American loss WIS mboul on~' hun 
dred and fifly men . It Wa! in this siege that the Pelish genern; 
Kosciusko particularly distinguished himself, and wen the approbn
tien find esteem ef the Americnn efficers. 

Wbile Rawden WIIS congratulating himself upon hi, success In 

having driven Greene eut of Seutb CRrolina, Lee suddenly defeated 
one of his fOTlI.ging paTties within R mile of the British camp. He 
soon feund tbat the general himself was approoching to give him 
bailie. He immediately rctreated to Omngeburgh, and withdrew to. 
his aid, Colenel C ruger. with the garrison ef Ninety-Six. This 
obliged the American general to retire to. the hills of Santee, leaving 
Marion, Sumpter, and Lee, to. cut ofT the British communicatien. 
This cnused the enemy to abanden all their posts north of tbe Santee 
and Conr.al'Cfi. and to conc:entrute their lines near the junction of lb, 

w 
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lIute r ,il'er with the'Valeree. By still further mllnmuning. GI't't'ne 
drew them to the Eutaw Springs. where. on the 8th of September 
be advanced and gave them battle. 

Greene's Ifoops marched to the attack in lIvo lines; the first corn
po!ed of militia, the second of regulal1l. Two ndTnncc British par
ties were speedily driven in, and the battle became general. After 
an obstinate reaistance, the American militia gue way; but the 
regulars warmly renewed the battle, charging wilh fixed bo.yonets 
amid heavy shower! of cannon-shot and musketry. While Colonel 
Williams led tbe assnult in front, Lee turned the enemy's flank and 
rear. Their whole force was thrown into confusion, five hundred 
were made prisoners, and the remainder began 8 hurried retreat. 
A portioo succeeded in entering II. lorge three story brick house, from 
which they could not be dislodged; in the effort to botter it down, the 
Americans lost four field.pieces and 11 considerable number of meu . 
Next day LieuteDant-Colonel Stewart, the British commandl'r, re
treated towllrd8 Cbarleston, leaving behind him seventy wounded men 
aDd one thousand stand of arms. His loss, including prieontlts, was 
upward8 of eleven hundred i that of the Americans was 6"0 hun
dred, of whom 8;Xty were officen. 1'he lamented Colonel Campbell 
'\'tU! mortally wounded, and died on the field. after being kId that the 
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BritISh were flying. Amid the heat of the bailIe tbe officers on each 
.ide fought band to hand with their swords. This battle completely 
oroke the power of the British in South Carolina, nnd confined their 
subsequent operations to insignificant excursions along the aea-eoast. 

During this summer, Lord Rawdon perpetrated a deed which has 
covered hi. name with infamy. It W8.!l the e.xecution of Colonel 
wac Hayne. This officer, long distinguished in his native slate for 
honesty, intelligence, and patriotism, had been taken priaoner!lt the 
siege of Charleston, but dismiS!ed on his parol. In 1781 he \Val 

called upon, on pain of imprisonment, to sign a declaration of alle
giance to the British king, containing an obligation to take up arms 
in the royal cause. Th is he complied with, on condilion of not being 
forced to odopt the loiter portion. But when the English, in viola. 
1100 of their express promise, called on him to repair to their stand. 
ard , he deemed the obligation cancelled, and joined bis countrymen, 
by whom he Wll.!l given the command of a regiment. He anerwards 
fell into the hands of Lord Rawdon, who, after a mock trial by court. 
martial, sentenced bim to be hung. Numben of the British and 
.oyaliats. with Governor Bull al their head, petitioned for a remi ••ioD 

" • ~.2 
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of the sentence; Gnd even tbe motherless children of the victim feU 
on their knees brfore his lordship, petitioning him to spare their 
father's life. The colonel's son, • youth of tbirteen. spent the last 
days or his parent's life wilh him in the priSOIl, begging that be too 
might be e:recuted j but all this was not sufficient to move the Bri· 
tish Jeader's stony heart. On the 10th or August, 1781, Colonel 
Hayne perished on the scaffold. 

Meanwhile the two main annies in the north were preparing ror 
lOme decisive blow, which might either terminate the struggle, or 
give tbe victorious party a complete ascendency in that quarter. 
Fortunately ror Congress, the financial affair! of the nation had been 
place~ untler the superintendence or Mr. Robert Morris, who soon 
placed them in 0. better condition than tbey had been in during the 
war. About the ume time the cnntinentnl currency ceased to circu· 
late, nnd loons of gold and silver were negotiated with France and 
the Netherlands. The army, thie year, was in consequence beuer 
provided with tlothi ng and ammunition than it had been during 
.everal campaigns. 

Soon after the departure of General Leslie, in 1180, Arnold was 
sent against Virginia witb sixteen hundred men and a con.!Jiderable 
Dumber or armed vessels. He ascended the Cheupeake, commit· 
ting sucb devastations in his route, that General WashingtOD W8.t 
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obliged. to send Lafayette with Iw(>lve hundred men 10 check him. 
The French fleet undertook to lend its co-opemtion by blockading 
tbe bay; but did lillIe more than sail from Newport, show itself on 
the Virginia coasl, and then sail back to Newport. In order 10 cap
ture Arnold at all hamrd., a council of French and American officers, 
at which Wuhington and Rocbambeau were present, rellOl ..ed to 
tend again.t him the wbole Frencb fleet, with eleven bundred men. 
But such was tbe slownellll of the Admiral Detouche'll movl'ments, 
tbat Arnold escaped without seeing his enemy; and after an indeci
sive action with Admiral Arbuthnot's aquadron off Cape Henry, the 
French fleet returned to Rhode Island. 

Late in March, Arnold wall joined by two thousand men under 
General Phillips. Arter ravaging the districts lying along the bay, 
he marched to Petersburg, destroying in his progress immense quan
\ities of tobacco, flour , shipping, public and private stores, and pro
perty. Soon n(ter Geneml Phillips died , and his troops joined Lord 
Cornwallis, who hnd arrived in Pl'tenburg. May 20. On receiving 
news of hill arrival, General La Fayette made a forced march 10 
Richmond. where he secured a considemble nmounl of military 
stores. This success was counterbalanced by nn expedition or Colonel 
Tarleton against Charlotte ..iJle, in which be captured leven memba" 
of the Assembly, and deltroyed a number of stores. 
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At this time the French g~neral 'a suppliea had been removed fmm 
Richmond to Albemarle Old Court-House. H ither the British· pro
ceeded, and by a rapid march were enabled to get between the mar
quis and his supplies. Cornwallis was now certain that he would 
either seize the supplies or force the Americans to a battle under 
great disadt"antages. At night, howB'I"Br, La Fayette opened an old 
disused road, and marching round the British forcell. completely 
foiled his antagonist. Cornwallis then fell beck to Richmond; and 
subst>quently, on hearing that Baron Steuben had joined La Fayeu6, 
to Williamsburg. Here a IIkirmish took place with the British rear, 
in which the Americans had the adyantage. 

Cornwallis now recei'l"ed orders from Bir Henry Clinton. to send 
part or his troops to New York, which was threatened by n combined 
attack from th.e French and Americans. Accordingly, on the 4th of 
J uly he lIent his baggage and some wheel carriagell acfOllll Jamell' lI 
river, and concentrated his army on the bank. Being pursued by 
La Fayette, he placed his mllin body III compactly as possible on a 
tongue of land co'l"ered with woods, at the same time spreading out 
the troops across the river so as to induce the French general to 
belin'e that his main body was over, and only the rear remained 
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La Fayette was completely d&eived. and on the 7th comn .eoced nn 
altack. by spirited advances, upon what he supposed but a ,mall part 
of hi. antagonist'. force. The obstinacy of the res~tan e quid.:!y 
undeceived him, and on hurrying forward to recoDnoint>, he found 
that Genel'lli 'Vayna with hi, eight hundred PenDsylvan ito5,on per
ceiving the error, hnd boldly charged the enemy's whole line. By 
this movement Cornwallil Will in bis turn deceived, not imagining 
that ao daring an effort would be made by a compal'llii e hanMul, 
un1eIY large numbers were behind to secoDd them . H I thererore 
quietly auffered La Fayette to withdraw hiB forces, and during the 
night crossed to Jamestown, from whence he proceed. d 10 Ports· 
mouth, In thi••kirmish the Americans 10st one hl' lldred men, 
eighteen officers, end two caDnon; the enemyadmowle"se a 1(1ss of 

, 	 .evenly·five. Soon after, his lordship received counter-ordera frolH 
Sir Henry Clinton, to retain the troops formerly demanded, snd oc
cupy some good defens;,e pOlition on tbe Chesapeake. He accord· 
ingly took pouell9ion of Yorktown snd Gloucester Poinl, which he 
proceeded 10 fortify. 

• 
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On the 30th of August, much to the mortification of Cornwallis, the 
\JOUDt de Grasse suddeDly appeared in the Chesapeake with twenty. 
eight sail of the line, York river Will immediately blockaded, while 
thirty·two hundred troops landed and joined the army of La Fayette. 
While this was going on, Admiral Greaves appeared off the Capes 
of Virginia. and was met by the Count de Grasse. The two Beets 
manceuvret.l untiltbe 7tb of September, when the Frencb leader. De 
Barras, S/tfely passed the British ships and sailed up the Chesapeake 
with eigllt ships of the line, He was immediately joined by De 
Grasse, after which Admiral Greaves sailed for New York . 

An atlnck upon Lord Cornwallis had not been the original policy 
of either Washington or Rochambeau. The causes which produced 
80 materi-,I a change of plan are now to be narrated. 

Early n the spring, Washington had arranged a plan with the 
Fnmch c\ mmandera for a combined land and naval attack upon the 
British hi ad-quaners at New York. Its immediato execution was 
delayed b , the great difficulty in raising continental troops i and in 
the mean. hile Clinton was reinforced by several regiments ftom 
England . While tbe commandtlr·in-chief was cbo.grined by these 
mortifying disappointments, news waa received of Greene's success 
:n driving Cornwlllli. into Virginia; and as the de8tination of De 
GfSS:Ie was known to be tbe Chesapeake. Washington determined to 
abandon Sir Henry Clinton. and by a rapid marth, to fIlii upon York· 
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own before its garrison could retreat to the IIOUtb. After amusing 
Clinton (or a considerable length of time, he luildeoly broke up hi. 
camp. and had crossed the Delaware below Trenton, before Sir 
Henry IVU aware of hia lellination . General Heath wa! left in 
command of the northern army. 

'Vhen too late, Clinton discovered his mistake; but in order jf 
possible 10 bring Washington back, he sent Arnold, who had lately 
arril'ed from Virginia, against the town of New London. That 
officer fint attacKed Forts Griswold and Trumbull, which defended 
the apprOtl.ch to the town. The latter {ort, with the town, were im
mediately evacuated; but Fort Griswold, with its garrison of one 
hundred ODd aixty men under Colonel Ledyard, made a gallnnt 
defence. The worKs were taken by atorm, the commandant killed 
with h is own 8word while surrendering it, and the whole garrieon, ex
cept aoout forty. masancred. The enemy losltheir cOffiffiander.Colonel 
Eyre. and one hundred and eighty-eight killed and wounded. Arnold 
eo.cked and burned New London, and then returned to head"<Juarters. 

Thie outrageous proceeding had no effect in diverting Washington 
from hi. plan against Cornwallis. In company with the French 
leaders, he reached Williamsburg on the 14th of September, and 
there settled the final plan of operations. Toward the latter end of 
that month, all the allied forces had arrived. and every thing was ill 
readiness for the commencement of the siege. 

The main British army was encamped about Yorktown. on the 
south side of York river, within a range of outer redoubta and field 
works. On the opposite .ide of the river was Gloucester Po.int, 
defended by Lieulenant-coJonel Tarleton, with six or seven hundred 
men, and communicating with the chief poaition by means of bat

teriee and ships of war. This laller poet was watched by the French 
general, De Choiey; while the main army moved to jnveet York. 
town on the 30th of September. On the night of October 6, the 
besiegers completed their first parallel, within six hundred yards of 
the Englieh linea. Their fire was opened on the OIh and 10th, 
which was followed by the second parallel. within three hundred 
yards of the enemy. Here two redoubts, which considerably im
pt'ded theiT operations, were stormed---one by the &ron Viominel, 
'vitb 0. party of Frenchmen: Ihe other by Americans under La 
Fayette. Both detachmenta advanced in the face of 0. huvy fire, 
withoul firing a gun . The Americans loat nine killed, thirty-two 
wounded i the French about OIIe hundred. 
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This occurred on the 14th. Two day. lI.rttlr, Lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie made a .ortie from the garrilOn with indiffert'nt success; 
while during the same afternoon, the two calltur~d redoubts were in
cluded in the second parallel, and one hundred pieces of henyord
nance were brought 10 bear upon the enemy's lines. A3 the works 
of Cornwallis were now alm08t in ruina, hl" resolved on making his 
escape to Ne,v York by land, and had actually landed a portion of 
his anny on Glouce31er Point, when a heayy atorm dispersed bis 
boats, and the design was necessarily abandonl"d. Next day, !eyen'll 
new bolleries being opened, the works were no longer tenable; and 
hi. lordship requested of Wubington a ceSlation of h08tilities for 
twenty.four hours. The American commllnder grantt'd him two 
hours, pre8enting at the came lime a rough draft of proposition3, on 
which he Wa! willing to base article. of capitulation. Commission
era were appointed to digest these into form ; and on the 19th Wash
ington despatched the corrected COP}' to hill lordship, expreuing the 
expectation that they would be signed by ten, snd the garri30n be 
ready to march out h)' 2 P. M. of the lame duy. It being impo$siW~ 
to obtain beller terms, Cornwsllis wa. reduced to the mortifying ne
cessity. The" cupituiation wal signed at Moore's house, and at the ap
pointed hour the garrison marched out, with their colours ca8ed, and 
lurrendered to General Lincoln on the same tenns which. under 
similar circumslance., had been granted to tbnt officer by Cornwall is 
It Charleston. Yorktown ond Gloucester, with their garrisons am! 
1I0res, were given up to the United Stale.; the shipping and seamer. 
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to the Cou nt de GraSlre. Exclusive of seamen. the ga rris r>n numbered 
over seven thousand. During the siege they had. in killed and 
wounded. five hundred and fifty-two. The allied forces lost about 
three hundred. 

00 the 24th, Sir Henry Clinton arrived off the Capes of Virginia 
with twenly-fi,,!! ships of tbe line. and eight frigates, bellring aeven 
thousand men; but finding thlll Cornwallis had already surrendered, 
he returned to New York. 

The capture of Cornwallis, with the a rmy which hlld 40 long 
sprelld terror through the southern provinces, filled the whole country 
with gratitude and exultation. Congress voted its thanks to each of 
the commanders, and to the officers and troop, engaged, lind resolved 
to erect a marble column at Yorktown, adorned with emblems of the 
alliance between France and the United States. with a suitable in
Ilcription in commemoration of the viclory . Washington Ivall anxious 
10 improve hi. success, by It combined attack upon the enemy al 
Chllrleston i but the French Ildmiral refused to remain longer on the 
coast, alleging as reason, his engagements with Ihe Spaniards in the 
West Indies. Accordingly. after covering the tmnspottation of 
Washington 's troops to the head of Elk river. he sailed lowards 
Cuba. and the American army retu rned by detachmenll! to tbe nonh. 

Meanwhile. some important actions had taken place between the 
rUt ships pDlseued by Congleu and single vessela belonging to 
Great Britain. In June, 1780, tbe Trumbull, of twenty-eight gun •• 

N •• 
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Capt8in Nicholson, eneounte~ an English vessel of superior size, 
and fought wit.b her two hours and a half. 1'he mainmast of the 
enemy fell. while aU eJ.:cept the fort'mast of tbe Trumbull went by 
the board. Nicholson lallt thirty in killed and wounded; the British 
captain, Coulthard, ninety·two; yet he claimed the yictory. 

In October, the ,loop Saratoga. 
of lixteen gunl, Cuptain Youog, 
captured a Ihip and two brig!, 
but WaJ lubsequently deprived 
of them by the British ve!scl 
Intrepid, of seventy-four guns. 
On the 2d of April, 1781, Cap
tain Barry, in the Alliance, cap
tured two Guernsey privateenl ; 
and loon after, two Engliah men
of-war. One of them was sub
sequently recaptured . In June, 
the British took the Confedera

cy. of thirty-two guna, under Caplilin Harding; and in August. the 

Trumbull. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

OLOBB OP TUE RXVOLU.TIQNARY WAR. 

OTHlNG could exceed the astonishment Ilnd 
indignation with which the nelVS of Cornwallis's 
surrender was rei:eived in England. Parlia
ment 8ssembled on the 27th of November, when 
the king recounted, with evident mortification, 
his losses in Virginia, but at the same time 
urged the vigorous prosecution of the war. In 
the debole on this address, the opposition, led ' 

by Fox, Burke, and Pitl, were vehement in their denunciation of 
ministeTII and condemnation of all further proceedings against Ame
rica. The usual vote of thanks was, however, carried by II large 
majority. Lord North then declared the purpose of the ministry 10 
carryon II .. WttT of poets," instead of opemting by incursions into 
the interior. The opposition, however, strenuoudy opposed all such 
meneures, boldly charging ministers with the prosecution of scheme. 
whOle palpable tendency was the dissolution of the monarchy. AI . ... 
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each successive trial b1s lordsbip found himself losing ground; un
til at last, on the vole of an add ress to tbe king. presented hy Gen~ 
ral Conway, praying for the discontinuance of the war, he was left 
in a minority of nineteen . Lord North tben resigned, and a new 
cabinet was formed, under the auspices of the Marquis of Rocking
ham . That nobleman's deluh pul an end to this administration ; and 
on the I Ith of July, 1782, the king prorogued parliament. 

Popular opinion in both countries was now strongly in favour of 
peace, and at length the British monarch consented to the op~n ing 
of negotiations. Mr. Fitzherbert and !\Ir. Oswald were appointed 
commissionol'll for England; find on the 30th of November, they met 
Alessi'll. Franklin, Adams, Jay, and Laurens, and agreed upon 
arrangements preliminary to a treaty between aU the belligerent 
powel'll. On the 20th of January, 1783, J..~rnnc~, Spain. Great Bri
tai n, and America, concluded the treaty of peace which secu red the 
independence of the United States. Previous to this, [October S, 
1782,] Mr, John Adams had signed a treaty of amity and commerce 
with the United Provinces of Holland. 

The csmpaign of 1782 was marked by but few military events. 
Wayne, with the Pennsylvania troops, had been sent into Georgia. 
where, about midnight of May 2J , he attacked Colonel Brown, ('om
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mandnnt of Savannah, who had left that town in forte, hoping to 
s1lrprise'Vayne. The British were totally defeated, with the lou 
of forty killed or wounded, and twenty prisonen!J. The victors had 
five k illed, and two wounded . On the night of June 24. Wllyne 
sustained a furious attack from a party of Creek Indians, whom he 
defeated, with the loIS of one of their bravest chiefs. The Toyniisla 
came out from Savannah to join the Ind ians; but they were dri,en 
hnck by 'Vayne, who captured a British standard snd one hundred 
and tWt'nty·seven loaded pack·hones. His own loall was thirteen 
killed and wounded. Savannah was evacuated by the enemy in 
July, and the wll r in that quarter ended. 

On the 27th of August the lamented Colonel wurens was mor· 
tally wounded during a skirmish of General Gist, ,,,ith a large pnrty 
of British, in South Carolinn. On James's Island. Captain Wilmot, 
with n smnll party. nttacked some Britiah troops, but was killed, 
and his men were defeuted, This was the last blood shed in 
the Hevolution. Chnrleston 'l'IlS evncunted by General Leslie on 
:he 14th or DeCf'lIlbtlr, lind 'Vayne took possession of it witb five 
tboUland troops. 

In thil year, the Hyder Ally, a Pennsylvania veasel of six gun~•... 
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under Captain J08bua Barney, was auadred by two British vessels 
and II. brig, wbile engaged in convoying a fleet of mcrcbantm~n to 
the Capes. By mellns of a sldlfu l stratageln, sbe got into position 
to rake the brig, and in twenty-tix minutes discharged twenty broo.d
sides. T he enemy then lurrendert:d. 11 provt:d to be the General 
Monk, of eighteen guns. Bo.mey's lOIS Will four killfld. eleven 
wounded; that of his enemy twenty killed, thirty-three wounded . 
Barnl'y lIoon after captured a refugee Ichooner, which hod gi"en the 
Americans considerable trouble . On the othcr hand, the frigttte 
South Cnrolinll was taken by three large English vessels. appointed 
to watch her; and in the 'Vest Indies. the F rench fll'et, under the 
Count de Grasse, wat totally deCeated and ca ptured by the British 
under Admiral Rodney. 

In December, 1782, the American officenat Newburgh petitioned 
Congress that inlltead of granting them half-pay for life, which had 
been promised but never paid, that body should vote them full pill' 
for five yean, and pay the arrearagell then due. The unwllrrantable 
delay of Congress in acceding to this ret1l1onable request, so provoked 
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tile officers, that but for the inBuence of Washington, they would at 
unce have marched in arms to Philadelphia. At the earnest repre. 
sentation of their case to Congress by the commander·in-chief, the 
request of the officers was granted. 

On the 19th of April, just eIght years after the battle of Lexing. 
ton, petlce was proclaimed to the army. A critical duty now de. 
voll'ed upon Wftlhington and the nationallegislalure. This was the 
disbo.ndment of the army, the members of which, after carrying the 
country triumphantly through the gloomy struggle for freed om, were 
now to bt> turned penni leu to their ruined homes by the very power 
which had employed them. By relying on that patriotism which 
hnd ever shown itself capable of any sacrifice, and aided by the 
influence of Woshington's popu larity. Congress made the expe. 
riment. The old troopa submitted patiently; but eight of the new 
levies marched from Lancaster, surrounded the state.house, and there 
kept the members of the national legislature imprisoned for three 
hours, Washington hurried a strong detnchment after them; but 
the riot was queUed before he arrived. 

Nelv York was evtlcuated by the British in November, and en
tered on tbe 26th by General Wuhington, Governor Clinton . and ft 

large number of citizen. and military. On the 4th of December 
the commander took leave of his officers at Fl1lncis's tavern i after 
which he proceeded to Annapolis, where Congress was then sitting, 
and reaigned, Dee. 23. He then ret ired to Mount Vernon . Mean
while the independence of the United States had beeJl ackDowll'dged 
by Sweden, Denmtlrk, Spain, and Russia. T he fi nal tresty of peace 
was signed tlt Paris. September 3. by David Hartley, on tbe part of 
George Ill., and John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, on 
the part or the United States. 



CHArTER XXXVI. 

rnGANIZATION' OJ THE li'BDERAL GOVERNMENT-WASHINGTON'! 

AD111NISTRATION. 

URING the war of independence, common 
danger had prodnced feelings of sympathy 
and mutual obligation among the stales COD' 

stituting the American Union; and to tbis 
cause was owing, in an eminent degree, the 
acknowledgment of the authority of Con
gress to legislate for the nation. The return 
of pence broke this bond of union j Ilnd soon 

the germs of distrust, want of credit, and civil commotions, begun 
to produce their legitimate fruits . All carly tIS July, 1782, New 
York declared the gt'nernl government incapable of furnishing itself 
with a revenue, In February of the following yenT, Coogre!! made 
nn effort to establish permanent and adequate funds throughout the 
United SUItes; but in 1786, tho measure Wa! defeated by the oppo

lition of New York. 
Meanwhile an insurrection against the stalO government had taken 

pL1ce in Massachuset18. On tho 22d of August. 1786. a convention 
met at Hatfield to protest against severnl acts of the legislature. 
Very soon afler a \ftrge body of insurgents took possession of the 
court-houses in Northllmptoo and other counties_ Daniel ShayB was 
heir leader; and although the general c;ourt immediately passed laws 

'" 
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lor relieving tbe public burdens. he proceeded with hi. followers to 
Springfield, and on the 26th of December took possession of the 
court·house. He then became 80 troublesome that four thousand 
troops. under Geneml Lincoln. were ordered against him. Previous 
to their march. Shays with eleven hundred men had attacked a body 
of twelve hundred troops under General Sbeppard, but wns driven 
away by a round of musketry. On the 4th of February, Genem! 
Lincoln euddenly surprised them at Petersham. whence they were 
driven in great confusion, with the 10118 of ooe hundred nnd fifty pri
soners. This terminated the rebellion. 

The first e(forls toward the lormation of a permanent govemmtlDl 
were mther accidental than otherwise. Virginia recommended 0. 

convention of delegatcs to take into consideration the ineffective rt"gu
latIons concerning commerce. aDd this call was responded to by five 
other states. 11\ Sep!ember. 1186, the proposed meeting took place 
at Annapolis; but. feeling the limited extent of their powers. t~ 
delegates made but a few minor armngemenlB, and tben adjournc6, 
after recommending to Congress the caUing of a National Convention, 
with authority to adopt measures for the fonnation of a pennaoeot 
governmeot. Accordingly, Congress passed a reaolution recommeod
iog a conveotion of delegates from allihe stales to be held at Phila
delphia, for the )orpose of re,-ising the articles of confederation, and 
reporting to Coogress and the scl'eral legislatures such alterationa 
and pro'isiona therein as should. wheo agreed to in Coogress. aod 
confirmed by the Btates, render the Federal constitution adequate to 
the emergencies and Ihe presl'rvation of the Union. 

1181. this body of able statesmen assem· 
at the place appointed, all the states ex

cept Rhode Island being represented. Washing
Ion WBS chosen president. Afte r long deliberations 
they reponed to Congress a draft of the present 
constitution, recommendiog its beiog su bmitted for 
ratification to a convention of delegates io each 

slnte, chosen by and from the people of each . 1'his was complied 
with. and for aevernl months the oewly-reported instrument under

. went 1\ critical examination. Doring this period ita provisions were 
ably explained and defended in a seties of essays entitled tbe Fede
raliSl, written by Madison, Iny. and Hamilton. It was this circum· 
'lance thRt gave the title of Federalista to the political party who 
lavourcd the new constitution, wbile at the same time their opponema 
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... ere styled Anti·Federalis\!; , The consent of nine stoles was requi 
site to enable the new code to become the basis of national legisla.
tion ; and as nearly a year intervened before tbis eould be obtained, 
CongreS!J employed that interval in adopting melUluree (or organizing 
th£! new government. The first electors (or the office of president 
were to be chosen on the first Wednesday in February, 1789. and 
Tote fot the person of their choice on the first Wednesday of March 

following. 
The hapt's of Congress and the Dation were now centred u pon 

Woshington. In him the friends of the atill lottering ConS1itutior 
beheld the only resource which could gin weight to the novel opera 
tioo of so strange an nperiment as that which they were about to 
perform. Even iUl opponentll were in general WIlling to make a trial 
of it, could he be plnced at its head. BUI it was with no small dif· 
ficulty that his habitual dialTust of himself. united to an ardent love 
of retirement. could be again overcome. Besides hill reluctanC6 
again to embark on the stormy ocean of politica. he WIl! extensively 
engaged in agricultural pUl1luits. for which he had ever e~lertained 
11 passionnte fondneaa. But the people were encoumged by the 
reflection thnt be had never refused the call of public duty. They ' 
therefore renewed their eamest appeals that he would give stability 
u. the youthful nation by the weight of his influence, and 01 length 
he consented. On the day of election he received the unanimous 
t ote of the electors," aDd probably withou t a diuenling Toice :n 
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the whole nation, was chosen the first President or the United 
States." 

Wuahington received notice or his election, April )4, 1789, and 
sacrificing his long cherished hopes and reelings to the public wish, 
he left Mount Vernon on the J6ih, ror New York, where Congress 
WM then in !euion. His journey Ivas everywhere bailed by the 
.pontaneous overflowing or Jove and veneration ror his rerson, from 
an almost idolizing people. As he drew near different lowns, the 
entire populstion hastened to meet bim, and the chief e;tizens wei· 
comed him to their homes. In the great citietl, the bells rang. can
nons were fired, and civic and military authorities paraded. At 
Elizabethtown Point, he was met by a deputation from Congressnnd 
the hends of departments, and his journey thence to New York was 
one triumphal procession . At the latter city, he was escorted by an 
immense concourse of people, among whom were the gov~rnor, and 
other omeera of Siate, the clergy, foreign ministers, and others. In 
the evoning, the city was brilliantly illuminated. 

On thtl30th of April, Chancellor Livingston administered to him the 
oath or office, in presence of both houses of Congress and thousands 
of citizens j and then the discharge of thirteen guns from the bat
tery, and the cheers of assembled masses, announced that the new 
y,overnment WIIS completely organized. The President then re
tired to the Senate chamber, and delivered an impreasive ruidreaa 
to each bmnch of the National Legislature, in which, after expressing 
distrust in his ability to execute the duties jU! t conferred upon him. 
he declared his conviction that the same Great Being who had con
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ducled them through th e long Itmggle for independencp., would still 
coluioue to preside over their deliberatione, and I;lstabli.h on a firm basis 
a form of government which other nntiona would be delighted to 
copy. Washington tht'n retired to St. Paul', church, where the 
services of the day were closed by appropriate religious ceremonies. 
At night, the city was Ilgnin illuminated. and fireworks displayed. 

Among the first aCl!of Congresa, 
was a law imposing duties on im· 
paned merchandise. and taxes on 
the tonnage of vl;lssels . Its ne.x! 
important slep was the constitut· 
ing of an exccu!ive cabint!t , com 
posed of the secretaries of war, of 
state. and of the treuury. Wash· 
ingtonappoi nted Alexander H3tt!· 
ihon Secretary of the Treasury. 
Geneml Knox, St!crelary of 'Var, 
and 'f homas Jefferson, Secretary 
of State. l ohn Jay became chief 

Jusdce. ossisted by five alBOCiate judges. 
On tbe adjournment of Congrest! '''ashinglon made a lour through 

the New England states, where he lVas gratified not only by the 
flattering teslimoniesof uteem and affection heaped upon him by all 
cloues of people, but allO by the eigna of returning prosperity and 
affluence. The effect! of war were disappearing, ogriculture was 
actively and profitably pursued, manufactures were increasing, towns 
springing up in every direction, and commerce becoming daily more 
extended. Tbe hea rt of the great man was cheered by tbese tukens 
of order, peace. and contentment, which were ao many unmistakable 
types of the country'll future proeperity. 

T the re-opening of the first Congress, 
[Jan unry, 1700,] the Presideot reo 
commended, among other important 
lIubjects. a provision fo r the common 
defence, and (ur the regullllion of the 
militia, a unirormity in weights. mea· 
sures, and the currency; the advance· 
ment of agriculture. manufactures, 
and commeree ; the establishment of 
poet-offices aDd post-roads, and th, 
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encouragement of acience and literature. A great part of the seseHIIl 
waa occupied by a consideration of a plan proposed by Se('retat! 
Hamilton, for discharging, out of the national trea.8ury, the debt of 
twenty-five million dollars, due by the individual states, (or expenses 
incurred during the war. The measure was finally adopted. Con
~SI also decided to remove lhe seat of government, for ten years, 
to Philadelphia, and then 10 establish it permanently at some place 
on the Potomac. Next year, the sile of the present capital was 
chosen by Washington, after whom it was named. The territory in 
whIch it stands i. called the District of Columbia. 

Mennwhile. the relll.liona with foreign powers were in a rather un
promising condition. The Algerines not only seized our veSle!" but 
kepI the officers and crews in bondage fo~ several years. England 
had 88 yet sent no minister, and even neglected 10 evacuate her 
military p08111 on the frontier. Spain refused to grant the nnvigntion 
of the Mi8lissippi to the western ~tates, wilh the hope probably of 
detaching them from the confederacy and uniting them 10 herself. 
Both England and Spain were also active in fomentin g distu rbances 
between lhe Indiana ~nd the setllen of Ohio and Georgia. . 

N February, 1792, two new stales, Vermont Ilnd 
Kentucky, were admitted into the federal com· 
pact. During the $lime aeaaion, CongreSll pallled 
a bill for the incorporation of a National &nk 
which, although arenuously opposed by Jefferson 
and his democratic adherents, W8JI, after mature 
deliberation, signed hy the Pre~jdent, and becam~ 
a law. The bank was chartered for twenty years, 

With II. capital of ten millions. It was established at Philadelphia, 
with bronches throughout the United States. To pay the interest on 
the national debt, Hamilton proposed dUlies on wine, tea, and mher 
IUl"uries, with an excise on spirits distilled within the country. 
1'hese were passed. The government being fully organized, public 
credit and commercial pl'O$perity rapidly revived. Depreciated 
public paper soon rose to pllr j and the value of property Willi greatly 
enhanced. 

In the autumn of 1700, General Harmer was sent with fifteen 
hundred men, of whom three hundred were regulars, to deslr0Y 
the Ind ian settlements on the Sciota and Wabash. He detached 
Colonel Harden "'jth six hundred men, to ascertain their position, 
but at hie approach, the India ns fired their principal village and 

" 
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fled to the wood&. Being Bgain detached with ooe hundred aDd eight) 
milllia, he was attacked by the auagN, his militia dispersed, and 
all the regulars, except SEIven, killed . Harmer then burned all the 
Indian towns on the Sciota, and again detached Harden , wilh thJ'ei? 
huadred militia and sixty regulars. 10 retrieve the loss of reputation 
in the forme r e:rped itions. Being again nttncked at the confiuence 
of the St. Mllry's and St. Joseph's rivera. the militia were driven 
back after a rcsoiUle struggle, and fifty of the regulars killed . The 
whole party tben retreated to Fort WlLShington. 

N 170 1, General St. Clair, (}Qvernoraof tht' North·west Tertilory, marched 
with three thousand men against the 

Indian villagcson the Minmi. Before 
sunrise, on the morning of Novembe r 
4, he was surprised by a large body 
of Indiana lit his camp, about fifteen 
miles lOuth of the villages. The 
militia, being in advance, were first 
atlacked, and rUlhing in the usual 
disorder among the regulars under 
General BUller, composing the firtlt 

line, threw them also Into co. fusion. The officers succeeded In re
storing partial order; but 10 furious WIS the onset of the (odians, 
that most of the artillerymen were down, lind the greater number of 
officers, including General Butier, either killed or mortally wounded. 
The commanding general Wa.!! seriously ind ...posed, but he gave his 
orders ..... ith perfect coolness, and u!Cd every e.xertion to retrieve the 
fortunes of the day. Lieutenant-colonel Darke wns ordered to charge 
with the bayonet, which he did in gallant style, driving the enemy 
about four hundred yards; but the want of a sufficient number of 
riflemen to press this advantagf!, deprived the Americans of any 
advantage from it. T he Indians finally broke the right wing, seized 
the artillery, and penetrated the eamp. Darke again charged, driving 
them from camp and recovering the artillery; but tbis Buccess was 
but momt'ntary, and the Americans soon commented a disorderly re
treat, in which they were pUTllued four miles. '1'hey halted at Fort 
Jefferson, thirty mi les from Ihe aeene of action. 

In tbis engagement the Americans lost tbil1y-eight ,officeTll. and 
fi ve hundred and ninety.th ree men killed ; twenty-one officers, nnd 
IwO hundred and forty-two men wounded . The enemy's ION wa~ 
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probably but Imall . On hearing of this disaster, Congress. at the re
commendation of the Preeident, increased the national military force 
to five thOUSAnd men. 

Gcne1lll. St. Clair resigned the governorship of the North·western 
1'erritory, and WIS succeeded by General Wayne. In August. 1794, 
that officer marched with three thousand men to attack the IndiRns 
of the Miomi. Reaching the Rnpids on the 18th. he made to them 
an olfer of peace; but being posted in large numbers behind a thick 
wood near a British fOTt, they treated the proposition with contempt. 
On the 20th, 'Vayne advanced upon them in twO columns; and 
perceiving that they had elltended theiT line over a distance of two 
miles in order to outflank hiD!, he ordered his first colum n not to fire 
until they had advanced into the woods and roused the foe, And then 
to press them 80 clO!ely with the bayonet as to give no time for 
re-looding. " he 8econd [inc was to IUpport the fiT!lt,ColoneICamp
bell's covalry to charge the Indian lett flank, and Geneml Scott, 
with his mounted volunteers, their right. In less than an hour after 
the commencement of tbe nction, the savages were cnmplettl.ly 
routt'd, and driven a distance of two miles. up to the very gun~ of 
the British fort. The genem! then destroyed tbe settlements 00 the 
Miami, and 10 weakened the Indian resourees that they were glad 

http:cnmplettl.ly
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to listen to lerms. A treaty adnntageous to ooth partIe! was COD

cluded in the following year. 
In the year 1791, the fint cenlua of the United States was lahn, 

by which the total population, nelu.ive of Indians, was found to be 
nearly four milIJons. or these, rather more than aix hundred and 
ninety.five tbousand were nltgro slav88. During the same year, 
Washington made Il tour through the .outhemslatea,llnd was every 
where received III he had been at the north. 

The second Congress assembled at Philadelphia in October. 1791. 
The principal acts of their fint seuion was the eSUlblishmenl of a 
uniform mililia SYIltern, the increase of the army, and the apportion
ment of the ratio of representation at onc delegate for every thirty. 
three thousand inhabitant!. 

T the expiration of his firat Presidential term in 
]792, \Vash ington expressed his ardent desire 
to retire from the cares of public life ; but this 
his friends would not listenlO,and yielding his 
wishe. to the good of the country, he wsa 
again unanimously chosen President, with John 
AdamI! for Vice-President. 

At \.his time the memorable French Revolu· 
lion had attained to 8uch a pitch of fanaticism as to threaten the 
pence of Europe, and render a neutral policy on the part of the 
United States extremely difficult. Washington'a cabinet were di· 
vided between the opinions of Hamilton and Knox,lo break entirely 
,vith the French Aasembly, and that of Jefferson and Randolph. lo 
receive their envoy, and fully acknowledge the oblitalions of the 
treaty concluded with Louis XVI. Witbout giving a (ull sanction to 
/lither of these views, Washington auented lo receiving the minister, 
and it wsa agreed that all mention of the treaty should be suppressed. 

The great bulk of the American people were in favour of lending 
assistance lo France against foreign powen, especially England; and, 
a participation in the Europoan struggle was prevented only by the 
firm neutral}lolicy of Washington, and the rash conduct of the French 
envoy. This individual WOol M. Genut; and, instead of procooding 
directly to the Beat of government, he landed at Charleston, lind begsn 
\0 fit out privateen to cTuise against British merchantmen. In his 
journey to Philadelphia be was everywhere welcomed with enth,,
siasffi, a circumstance that inspired him with most culpable vanity 
and 1I!8Urance. 'When remonstrated with concerning the fitting out 
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of privateers, he haughtily answered thai his autbority WIl3 in Ih(; 
late treaty, any infmclion of whicb would be a violalion of the" righ" 
oC man." Nol satisfied with this. he fitted out aomb'er privateer 
from tbe port of Philadelphia, and even undertook 10 dit('ct the civil 
governmelll, by pronouncing, in opposition to the decisions of the 
Presidt'nl, the brnnchu of government in which the constitution 
vested certain powers, To cap this climax of folly and ins%nce, he 
declared to Secretaries Knox and Hamilton his determination toappeal, 
in the CMe of the privateer at Philadelphia, Crom the decision of the 
President to that of tho people. 

I-litherto Citizen Genet had been sustained by popular esteem, 
principally on account of the Cortner friendship between tho two 
countries; but this threat opened the eyea of the people \0 his ,il· 
lany, and they warmly and unanimously declared aguinsl him. In 
1194, he WD1J recalled at the request of the President. 

T
HE excise law, impO!ing a tax on domestic distilled 

liquors, met witb great opposition in severnl parIs of 
, the country. especially in Pennsylvania. where whia

key was the mO!t important item of trodt'o Public 
meeting. in different counties west of tbe Al!eghnnies 

denounced the act as unconstitutional, and declared any perSOD 
Ii 2. t 
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who should undertake to enforce it inimical to the interests of the 

country. 
This appeal was but too readily answered. Geneml Neville had 

been made inspector of the western country I but his effom to enforce 
the Jaw were ineffectual. In the Bummer of 1792 the insurgents 
organized, and commenced so ,ystematic an opposition to the mea
sure, that Washington was obliged to issue a proclamation calling on 
tbe disaffected to stop their proceedings. E ven this did not produce 
the desired effect. Geneml Neville wt\! fired upon while walking 
from bis residence, his house attacked and parlly deSlroyed, and 
himself driven beyond the mountains. 

The exercise of armed force htl ving now become absolutely neces
sary. Washington made n requisition upon the governors of New 
Jersey. Pennsylvania, Maryland. and Virgin in, for fifteen thousand 
milit ia. T he caJlwas immediately r ..spanded to: and Governor Lee, 
of Virginia, being appointed to the command, marched into the dis
affected territory . Yet, stili anxious to quell the rebellion without 
bloodshed, the Preaident, on the 25th of September, issued a second 
proclamation, stating the impossibility of succeu on the part of the 
inmrgen~, offering protection to all who would confide in tbe govern

• ment, exborting tbe riotous to lay down their 	ann., and warning all 
persons of the consequences of any attempt to aid them. This p~ 
clamation, with tbe knuwledge of Lee'. approach, had such an effect, 
that on the arrival of the Drmy in the inr~ted neighbourhood, no 
insurgents were to be found . A detachment under Major-Geneml 
1\10rgan was stationed there during the winter. 

T the opening of lhe Third Congress in Decem
ber, 1793, the Preaident called the serious atten
tion of Congreu to measures of national defence, 
and the necessity of preparing for WflT, even 
while using every effort to prevent it. In a 
' ]lecinl me.sage .he directed the o.lIentioo of 
memben to the spoliations committed on. ou r 

• 	 commerce by Fronce and England, as well as the restrnints of the 
latter pOlVer 00 the commerce in corn and other provisions. Con
gress warmly resJlonded to his wishel in these reepec!s, taking care, 
at the same time, to give sa little offence as possible 10 either of tbe 
belligerent powers. 

About tbis time Mr. JefTe.l1Ion resigned hia office of SecrelDry of 
State, and was su«ced'!d by Mr. RaodolDh. Already Great Bri· 
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tam and the United. Statea were on the eve of another \\'ar. Eng
land still refuted to surrender some of the forts in the western coun· 
try; her cruiseNl stopped and searched American vessels; her 
admiralty issued an order that vessels carrying flour, com, or ml'"I, 
and bound to any port in France, or occupied by French arlniee, 
should be stopped and taken to England; and her officers con
tinued to exercise upon American crews the odious act of imprellS. 
ment. 

Wallhington clearly fore8llw the bad consequences of a second 
IItruggle with the old enemy; and, a~rious to prevent ii, he do 
.patched Mr. Jay all envoy e.ltmordinary to the British court. Thill 
gentleman succeeded in effecting a treaty, by which England agreed 
to surrender the western forts. and to allow American trade to the 
West Ind ies ; but l\.!J the olher provisions were not entirely satisfac
tory, Washington for some time refused to sign it. He finally, how· 
ever, ratified tbe treaty, with consent of two-thirds of the Senale. It 
met wilh great opposition throughout the country. and lvaS stigma· 
tized by the oppoeition party as an act of ingratitude against France. 
Meanwhile Hamilton and Knox had resigned their seats in the cabi
net; end Ihus the President WIl8 left almost alone to combat the tor· 
rent of oppoeition to the treaty. He remAined, however, firm; and 

, 
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in a little time, the b.mehcial tffectJ 01 the measure became fully 
apparent. 

Before the next seMion of Congress, treaties ha4 been concluded 
with Algiers, with the Indians beyond tbe Ohio, and with Spain,_ 
,he latter power yif'Jding the important pointJ of boundary claimed 
by the United States, the right of navigating the MiMiMippi. and a 
depot at New Orleans. The only power still retaining a hostile alti 
tude was Frunce. A new envoy had betn sent from that counlry 
who, by inflammatory addrcssts, contril'cd to inspire the people with 
enthusiasm in his favour. H~ had even re~ived instructions from 
the French Directory, that in case President Washington could nOI 
be drown into a rupture with England, he was then to address Can· 
gress, nnd appeal, a. Genilt had done, to the people. 4t the same 
time the Directory paswd regulation. by which American vessela 
were seiud, and their cargoea confiscated. In 1796, Mr. Monroe. 
American minister at Paris, ',,&.8 recalled, snd Charlea C. Pinckney 
appointed in bis place. 

;';"",EFORE any adjustment of Ihis difficulty 
could be effected, 'Vashington's second 
term of office expired, and no consideration 
could induce him to permit another re-elec
tion. One of his principal reasons was, 
that eight years WtlS a sufficient length of 
time for one individual to fill the highest 
office of a fru elective government. In 
September, 1706, he announced 10 hit 

countrymen in n valedictory address his intention of rotiring from 
public life. In thie cell:!brated IJaper he dwells chiefly on tbe im
portance of preserving the unity of the republic, on the baneful effectJ 
of party spirit, the necessity of peace with foreign powers, the happy 
workings of the new government, nnd ellpecially on the inseparable 
eonntction between nationnl prosperity and moral rectitude. For 
1I0undness of political views, fervent patriotillm, paternal affection for 
the people, and humble dependence on that Supreme Governor who 
controls all nalions, this valedictory of Washington is perhaps with
out a rivill in history . H exciled throughout the country' the deepest 
feelings of veneration for ita author. SeveraJ of tho slale legislnLUres 
IDseTled it io their journal., ond paned re.olutions expressive of their 
exalted sense of the servieee lind character of W uhington, and Iho,l ir 
emooon! at his retiring from office. 



RETIREMKNT OF' WASHINGTON. 453 

Washington met Congreu for the last time on thfl 7th of ))ect'm
ber, 1796. In his spet'ch on thai occasion he ad\'erted to the late 
treaties, the necessity of Itrengthening the naval force. of encouraging 
agriculture and manufactures, aDd of establishing a national univer
sity and a military academy. The relations with the French repub
lic were made tbe subject of a special message. In tbe following 
October took place the election fOf his successor, which, after a close 
and spirited canvass, gave thll fi rst office in the republic to Mr. John 
Adams, nnd the second to Mr. Thomas Jefferson. 'l'he fanne r was the 
cnndidate or the Fedeml party, the latter of the Republican. They 
wefe inaugumted in tbe presence or Washington, on the 4th or 
Mnrch, 1797, nnd immt'dintely entered upon their respective duties. 
The veneroble ex-President then retired to his seat at Mou nt Vernon 
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ADMINISTRATION OF JOnN ADAMS. 

HE services or Mr. Adams, as an earneat advocate in 
the Continental Congre81 for the deelamtion of iDue· 
pendence, his defence of the Constitution, and hi:. 
acknowledged ability and patriotism , fully enlilleJ 
him to the confidence of his fellow-citizens in the imT

) 

portant office to which he was now elevated. 
In the preceding year General Pinckn('y hll;d been nppointl'd 

minister plenipotentiary to the French republic. The Directory re
fused to receive him until after the redress of their allcgtld grievances 
by the Americnn government; and this high-handed measure was 
Bpeedily followed by a notice to General Pinckney to quit the terri· 
tories of the r('public, and orders to the French cruisers to capture 
American vessels wherever found. 

On receiving intelligence of the!e hOlltile proceedings, President 
Adams called a meeting of Congreu [ June 16,1707]. On meeting 
them, the President, in his opening speech, stated the unprovoked 
aggressions of the French government, and their insidious attempts 
to disunite the American people; and urged upon Congress the ne· 
cessity of providing for the nationaJ defence, dedaring at the aame 
time his intention to attempt an accommodation of the dispute hl 
negotiation . ... 
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Mr. Adams now appointed Ml'ssrs. Pinckney, Gerry, and Mar
~hal\, envoys to the French republic. with 1nstructions 10 pursue 
pence and reconciliation by all means compatible with national ho
nour. While the result of thi! mission was anxiously awaited by the 
American people, the Frt'nch aggresaions on our commerce being 
still continued, an act of Congress wu PllSSed, [July 1, )791,J al' 
elaring the exieling treaties with France no longer obligatory on the 
United States, because openly and repeatedly violated by the acts of 
tbe French government. 

ESPATCRES received (rom tho Ameri· 
COD envoys in France, in the spring of 
1198, announced that while the Directory 
had delayed 10 accredit tbe commiuion

en, they bad approached them informally with pro
positions demanding money lUI a condition of their 
recognition. 'l'he Directory and the ministen: 
were willing. besides, to Tecei.e a private bribe 

Inrough 1\1. Talleyrand. These auempts t.... tamper with the en.l':oys 

" 
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being treated with merited contempt, they had been ordered to quit 
the territories of the republic. Intelligence of tbese proc('cdings, 
charactem:ed as tbey were by II. mixture of meann6!ls Bnd insolence, 
excited indignation throughout the country, and the rallying cry of 
the nalion was, .Miilion, Jor dt/met. not one ctntlor tributt . 

Congress immediately proceeded to 1'1Iil6 an army. with Washing
ton for lieutenant.genera] and commllnder-in-chief; to pass alitm and 
sedition law8 as II. defence again$! French influence at home; and to 

issue letters of marque and reprisal for the defence of American com
mcrce. The alien and sedilion law was powerfully oppos('d; but 
:he war, like moat wars, WIl8 popular. It! fenlS, bowe\'er were 
destined to be confined to the ocenn. 

In September, 1708, Commodore Murroy sailed for the 'Vest In
dies, the principal theatre of the French depredations. with n 
squadron composed of the Norfolk, Montezuma, and Retaliation . In 
November this squadron encountered the French frigates Volontaire 
nnd L'lnsurgente j ond three other ships appearing in an opposite 
direction at the snme time, Captain Bainbridge, in the Retaliation, 
was detached to examine the French frigates, who were supposed to 
be British. He Willi captured; but, by miueprescnting the force of 
tile other two Imall vessel. Qf the squadron, he prevented the Fr.encb 
frorr. pUrfluing them, and thus enabled Murray to escape. 
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Commodore Truxtun I\'OS more fortunate than Commodore Murray. 
tn the frigate Constellation [February 9, 1799] he encuuntered tbe 
French frigate L'lnsurgente; and, after a spirited action, captured 
her. Her force was forty guns. ond four hundred an,J nine men, of 
whom seventy were killed. The Constellation carried tbirty-eight 
guns, Ilnd three hundred and nine men, of wbom three were wounded. 
and none killed. 

Severol other cn.ptures of French cruisers were made by Truxtun, 
Barry, and Decatur; but the most remllrkable action of 

the WilT was that between the 
Constellation, still under 1'ruJ: ' 
tun's command, ond the French 
ship Vengeance, carrying no lesl 
than fiflr-two guns. This cele· 
broted engagement lOok place on 
the 2d of February, 1800, nnd 
lasted from eight o'clock, P. M., 
liJl half.past one. The French 
ship was reduced to a sinking 
condition, and struck her colours; 
butlhe mainmast of the Constel· 
lation being nearly CUI off, Trux· 

tun was unable to secure hi. prize. He lost fourteen killed. and 
twenty.five wounded. The Vengeance had fifty killed, and one 
bundred and ten wounded. This is tbe victory for 1\'hich ComnlO
dore Truxtun received the gold medal from Congress. 

The other naval actions of this war were quite numerous, bUi 
comparatively unimportant, although they afforded HuU, Porter,and 
othera, opportunities (or giving promise o( their future distinction in 
tbe snna·l. of tbe navy. 

These active measure. soon brought the insolent French Directory 
to their senses. They made overtures for negotiating a peace, ant 
Mesus. Ellsworth, Henry, and Van Murray, were senl to France as 
envoys. 'Vhen they arrived at Paris, the Directory had been de
posed, and Nnpoleon lOOn concluded an adjustment of all disputes. 

Ere the war terminated. 'Vashington was removed from the scene 
o( his earthly glories. He died, after a very short illness. occasioned 
by cold. and a consequent inflnmmlttion of the throat, at Mount 
Vernon, on the 14th of December. 1799. Neither CongresS' nor the 
nation were wanting in tbat universal tribute of mourning and vene-

M '. 
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ration due to the illustrious founder of their common freedom. Per
haps the most sensible mark of thit veneration was their giVIng his 
name to the {edeml city, the lite of which he had himself selected. 
tn November, 1800, Congress opened ita sittings at Wubington for 
the first time. Their 8essiona had been held tint at New York, and 
afterwards at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Adams was not elected to office a second time. When the 
electoral votes were counted, be was in tbe minority, and Thomas 
Jefferson and Aaron Burr, who had been proposed by the opposition 
AS candidates for President and Vice-president, were found to have 
an equal Dumber of volea. As tbe Constitution tben stood, thisstale 
of things referred the election to tbe House of Represenlatives, and 
Burr wal enabled, with lome proepeCI or IUCceS*, 10 intrig~e for de
feating the popular will. But the election wns finally decided in 
favour of Jefferson , and on the 4th of March, 1801, he was in,uiu

rated. 



CHAPTER XXXVIll. 

ADMlNISTRATIO~ OF THOMAS JEPJ'ERSON. 

the political tenets of Mr. Je1fCf'I()[I were directly 
opposite to those of his predecessor. a change wu 
made Among the cabinet officers. Mr. Mad ison 
WIl!J appointed Secretary of State; immediately be· 
fore hi, retirement, Adams had appointed twelvo 

new judges. in pursuance of a recent act of Congress. By 
the recommendation of Mr. Jefferson, that body now passed 
an Bct abolishing this judiciary, and re-organizing the whole 
judiciary department. Another act placed the laws of its or

ganization on an enlarged basis. 
In 1801, the second census of the United States showed a popula

tion of more than five million three hundred thousand lOuIs, an 
augmentatioll of ~J:po rts ftom nineteen to ninety-four millions of 
dollars, and an incrense of the revenue from five to thirteen 
millions, in ten years. These gave to tbe people the most satis
factory proof of the resourcea of the country as developed under the 
new consliturion. 

In the same year, Spain ceded LouisianD. to France. a meBsun. 
which soon began 10 produce uneasiness 10 the AmerIcan govern
ment. Owing to the hostile disposition oi the Directory. il was ... 
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~eared thallhe western people would either be engaged in constant 
outbreaks with the French sett/en, concerning the all-important 
navigation of the Mississippi, or be induced to aecedl;l from the 
Union and join with Louisiana. The irritation of the western people 
was further increased by on act of the Spanish authorities in New 
Orleans, interdicting the citizens of the United Stales from the u!e 
of the port of Ihat city us It pluce of deposit for their merchandise. 
In order to obviate, if possible, the evil consequences of these ag
gressions, the President despatched Mr. Monroe to Paris, to make. 
in conjunction witb Mr. Livingston, It treaty for the purchase of 
New Orleans or Louisiana. 

Meanwhile, Ohio had been admitted into the Union as a sepamte 
Itate, and began its astonishing career of pfOllperity and population . 
In January, 1800. Congress, at the recommendation of the Presi· 
dent. authorized the fitting out of an expedition for exploring the 
country west of the Rocky Mountains. Captain Merriwether Lewis 
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wal selected to comO'Wlnd the party, who chose as associate in com· 
mand, Captain Clarke. After much delny. the expedition left thl': 
banks of the Miasiasippi. May 14, 1804·. A measure of tbe Presi
dent, selling a part of the bank stock owned by government, met 
.with determined opposition from tbe federal party, as it was IUp

posed to be a preliminary to the vetoing of the bank charter in 1809. 
An auempt to reltore the District of Columbia to the states of Vir
ginia and Maryland was defeated by the opposition of the inhnbitanl8. 
An attempt was soon afterwards made to induce the President to 
take forcible posICssion of New Orleans, and place there a sufficient 
militia force to defend the navigation of the Mississippi; but this 
was soon afterwards abandoned. 

H IS state of dissension and anxiety was ended 
by the reception of most uuexpected news from 
France. 'VaT bad suddenly occu rred between 
that power and England, and so empty was 
the French treasury, that Napoleon gladly 
caught at the overtures of the American govern
ment, and. instead of selling morely New Or

leans. IIgreed to yield tbe whole of Louisiana for the sum of eleven 
and a quaner millions of dollars, in six per cent. stock. A treaty to 
tbis effect had been executed by the Americaa envoys, and thus 
a territory computed at one miUion square miles, WIll obtained by the 
new republic. In the same year, the Kaskaskia Indians surrendered 
to government thei r valuable territory, lying along the Millliasippi. 
Ohi<;l, and Ulinoia rivers. 

These events bad scarcely transpired, when a difficulty arose from 
another quarter. In the year IBOO, the Bashaw of Tripoli ahowed 
a disposition to seize ou r richly laden vessels in the Mediterranean, 
and he now complained of having been treated with less regurd than 
the other Barbary etates. On the 5th of May, he addressed a letter 
to the President, demanding large subsidies from the American 
government, and at the same time th reatened Mr. Cathcart, our 
minister at 'l' ripoli , that if a satisfactory answer did not arrive in six 
lnonths, he would declare war. Twelve m~ths after, [May 12, 
1801 ,] he announced that he had declared war, and would take 
down the American fieg,sUllf in two days. This was done, and Mr. 
Catbcart sailed (or the United States. Tunis and A 19ien deter
mined to auist the bashaw, hoping thereby to obtain &orne of the 
rich prizes which they most IIBnguinely dreamed of capturing . ... 

, 
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Before newa of the dedaration 
of war was received in America. 
government had fitted oul a fieel 
in anticipation of auch an evem, 
and to protect our commerce. It 
....1IS compOSCld of the frigates 
President. Philadelphia. Essex. 
and the schooner Enterpriae. the 
whole under Commodore Dale. 
On the hI of July, Ihe commo.
dore arrived off the coast of Gib
Taltar. where he met the high 

OO"''''ODO ... II ..... 

a.dmiral of'l'tipoli, wilh two yes· 
t(!ls. This functionary denied thnt his government was at waf with 
the United States; and unable to receive more authentic information, 
Dale sailed to Tripoli . Ascertaining the 'lluation of aflilira, he imme· 
diately commenced a blockade of the port. 

On the 1st of August. Lieutenant Sterrel. on his way 10 Mal!.'!. in 
the Enterprise, encountered the Trij)()litnn ahip-of·war Tripoli, of 
twelve guns, undor RaiaMahomet Soua. After an inces3ant canoon· 
ading of three hours' iength. within pilllol...hot range, the enemy 
.truck. His loss was tlventy killed and . thirty wounded ; Sterretdid 
not lose a man. On the 2ht of August, Onle captured a Greek 
ship bound for Tripoli, laden with merchandise, and having on 
boe.rd one Tripolitnn officer, twenty.four soldiers, fourteen merchants, 
and five women. An exchange of prisoners was effected with the 
l.ashaw, aftor which the commodore abandoued the blockade and 
sailed fun Tripoli. 

N February, 1802, Congress authorized the 
President to tnke immediate measures fOI the 
protection of commerce in the Mediterranean, 
and for thtl filli ng out of ships to subdue. 
seize. and make IJrize of all vessels, goods. 
and effects belouging to the Bashaw of Tri· 
poli or hia subjects, and to send the samo 
into port. Ho accordingly ordered to the 

relief of Commodore Dale. tho Eaterpri,c, of twelve gllns. Captain 
Stefret; the Constellation, thirty·ai):, CapljI,in Murray; tho Chesa
peake, forty-four, CalJlain Morria; the Adams, thirty-two, Caplll.ir 
Campbell; the New York. thirty.two. Captain Barron; and the 
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John Adams, thirty-two, Captain Rodgers. These Yessels were 
r.o sail as sooo as they could be equipped, the whole under the 
commnnd of CSlltain l\'lorr is. That officer rcached Gibraltar in 
May, and during the two following months W!l9 engaged in block
ading tha enemy nt thnt port. nod watching the Emperor of Morocco, • 
..... ho had also declared war. But a trenty was concluded with him 
in August, nod Morris sniJed for Tripoli. Being prevented from 
approaching the conat by a violent storm of wind. he bore awny to 
Tunis, tho bey of which country had lately assumed a hostile 
attitude. Several audiences with tbis personage had resulted in 
nothing but mutual ill.feeling; and General Eaton, the American 
minister, W!l.I even preparing to leave the country. 

A project of rather a romantic character had for some time been 
carried on by Eaton, in order to facilitate operations against the 
Bashaw of 'fripoIi. ~ This ruler W!l9 the younger of twO brothen. 
but hD.d unjg,wfully seized the throne and driven his relatiye into 



• 


464: ADllL"i'ISTRA'IION Oli' TROKAS J"BFFERSON. 

exile. Hamet, the defmuded prince. seems to have been populal 
among the Tripolitans; lind Eaton concl!ived the project of eSI)()using 
his cause. and thus avenge the reigning hlshaw's insults to the 
United States by driving him from the tbrone. Hamet eagerly 
closed with this scheme; and the bashaw becoming alarmed. mllde 
overtures of reconciliation with hi. brother, CllTering him the ~venl
ment of Derne. He would hnve consented to Lhis. but for the repre
sentations of Mr. Eaton, who induced him soon afterwards to !\ail for 
Malta. ' Here he remained for 0. time. while Eoton returned to the 
United Slates, in order to induce his government to lend the OflCfl~' 
sary aid for placing the rightful sovereign on the throne of Tripoli . 
Shortly after, his place 0.. conlul WOI supplied by Mr. ClllhcaTt 
while Eaton received the o.ppointnll!nt of no.vol agent for the Baroory 
States, with the view of aiding the opemtions of the Mediterranean 
squadron against Tripoli. by forwarding the rights of the exiled 
Hamet bashaw. In June. he again emborked for Africa, in the 
frigate Jobn Adams. which, with the Prosident, Congress, Essex, 
and Constellation, constituted a reinforccml'nt to the former squadron. 

ARLY in June, 1800, Commodore Morris 
mnde proposals of peace to the ruler of 
Tripoli. He modestly Mked two hundred 
thoumnd Spanish milled dollars, and the 
expenses of the war, before he would em· 
brace the commodore's overtures. M:OTTj~ 
then offered him a present of five thousand 
dollars, hut the vl'rbal answer of the haughty 
princtl was, "that Ihe businl'!s was at an 

end, and that he must depart immediately." Soon after, Morris \vas 

•recalled 	by government, and hi, conduct du ring the expedition sub
mitted to the examiOlltion of a court.mnrtiaJ, by which he WM cen
Bured for inactive and dilatory conduct. 

Du ring the blockade of Tripoli by the John Adams, under Captain 
Rodgers, sha capturcd the Meshonda, of twenty guns, belonging to 
the Emperor of Morocco, who had purchascd her of the bashaw. 
Being sent to 'funis with 0.. cargo, she violo.ted the blockade, and was 
Laken. 

On tha 21th of June, Captain Rodgcrs observed 0. large vessel 
anchored within the Bay of Tripoli, while a number of gun-boats 
filled with armed men, llpprOllched to her relief. About nine o'clock 
10.. M.., of the 28th, 0. fire was opened upon her from the John AdlllDl, 
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wbicb being relUmed, the nction continued on both sides f,)f about 
forty-til'e minutes. The firing then censed until a quarter before 
ten, when it wa. renewed with such fury that the enemy's ehip 
blew up, besring with her many of tbe CnlW. This V61Sel mounted 
twenty-two guna, and was the finest one in the Tripolitan senice. 

Meanwhile, a reinforcement 10 the Mediterranean service had 
been despatched from the United States, under Commodore Prebl~, 
who was to command the whole force in that quarter. 

On the night of August 20, Captain Bainbridge, ir. the Philadel
phia, feU in with a ship and a brig, both Moorish vessels. The 
former proved to be the Meshboha, of twenty-two guns and one 
hundred men. On intimating that the brig was nn American, Cap
tain Rodgers gave orders to search the r'lInin vessel, when the captain 
and part of the cre'Y of the American brig Celia were found to be 
confined below deck. Upon this discovery.lhe officers of the Mesh
boho. wenl ordered on bonrd the Philadelphia, and their cruiser taken 
IOto custody. Next dlly the Celia, which had escaped. was recap
tured. The John Adam& then sailed for Morocco, where, about the 
middle of October, Bainbridge concluded a Ireal}, with the emperor, 
restoring to him the Meshonda and Meshboha. 

Soon after this event, Captain 
Bainbridge. while pursuing a Tri
politan vessel, ran aground on the 
rocks near the city, and waa un
able 10 get his \'essel off. I-Ie 
was almost immediately attacked 
by the enemy's gun-boou. nnd 
after a come!! of five bours, 
obliged to strike his colours. The 
captain and crew were laken on 
shore, but all elfort3 to remove 
the Philadelphia were unavaiJ-

ClCIIoIWClDO •• BAIII •• I%)O.. ing. 

On the 3d of February, )8().1, Stephen Decatur, in the Si ren and 
lntrepid, WIlS lent by Commodore P reble, commandant of the Medi· 
terrunean squadron, to burn the grounded vessel. This he accom· 
plished in the Intnlpid , on the night of the 161h, although all the 
guns of the frigate were mounted and charged. and she lay within 
half gu nshot or the bnshaw's castle and principal hettery. Two 
Tripolitl1n cruisers were lying within two cables' length, on the star· 

u 
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board quarter, wbile all the batteries 
~~ on shore were opened on the assail
~ ants. But one American was wound

ed. It was ODe of the most daring and 
gallant achievements of tbe \var, and 
Decatur received from Congress a 
aword and captain' lJ commission, and 
each of his officers and crew two 
month.' pay. 

On the 2ht of July. Commodore 
Preble. with six vessels and eight 
gun-boaIB, carrying one thousand and 

!li,;.ty men, appeared before the harbour of Tripoli. wruch was de
fended by nineteen gun-boals, 'two galleys. two schooners of eight 
guns each, a brig of ten guns, land baueries mounting one hundred 
and 6flei!o heavy cannon, and by twenty-five thouS8.Ild Arabs and 
Turks. On the 3d of August. the fint bombardment of Tripoli 
commenced. accompanied by III geneml atla(;k upon the gun-boal!l in 
the harbour. A tremendous fire was kept up for some hours upon 
the town, and answered by tbe enemy'. whole train of o.rtillerJ'. 
Meanwhile. with the mO!l! daring bruery, Dcco.tur attacked the 
gun.bonts in the harbour, and succeeded in capturing or destroying 
several••lthough so c1086 was the contest that the ~llant captai!;l's 
life was several times in imminent danger, and on one occasion .. e 
had but nine men agai.1St thinY-flix. The Americans lost Lieutena \\ 
J. Decatur killed. and thirteen men wounded. The loss of ili, 

enemy Ivaa much greater. 
0n the 7th of August. the squadron approached the harbour. in 

oroer 10 "Hence a sevell gun battery. This WIlS effected, although 
one of the captured gun-boots WIIS blown up, carrying with her 
Lieutenant Caldwell. Midshipmnn Oorsey, and ten other!!. In this 
second attack. iorty·eight shells and fi ve hundred twenty-fou r pound
ehot were Ihrown int1'l the town. On tho night of the 24th. another 
attack was IDade upon the city, which Jnsted until daylight. It wus 
rent:wed at half-paat one of the 28th, when a warm action took 
place between thirteen of the enemy'. gu n-boats, supported by their 
batteries and the gun-boall and smaller veasels of tbe squadron. 
One of the enemy's vessels WtUJ sunk, and two more were di!lSbled. 
The cannonade waa renewed on the 3d of September, with much 

injury to the buhaw'. cutle. 
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About this time, the lntrepid wu sent into the harbour of Tripoli 
to destroy the fiotillo.. and throw a quantity of shells into the town. 
Captain Somers, and Lieutenants Istuel and Wadsworth. volunteered 
for thia dangeroufl flervice. One hundred barrelfl of powder, and a 
hundred and fifty ahells, were put in her hold. with a contrivance 
by which it could be fired, and yet allow the erelv time to eSCApe. 
Wben near the place of destination, she suddenly blew up. carrying 
with her, as is suppoeed, the three officers. Tbe consternation pr~ 
:Iuced among the enemy by this event is indescribable. No clue to 
unravel the fate of the heroic adventurers was ever obtained. 

On the 10th of September, Commodore Barron arrived with the 
President and Constellation, and usumed command. Preble returned 
to the United States. 

Meanwhile, General Eaton, having retumed to the Meditermnean, • 
had been proaecuting his scbeme in favour of Hamet bashaw, and 
at the time of tbe lUI bombardment of Tripoli, actually threatened to 
drive the reigning bashaw from the tbrone. after raising a small 
army in Egypt, consisting of Mamelukes. Arabs. and a number of 
adventurers. On the 3d of March. they left Alexandria for Derne 
travelling through the Libyan desert, and encouDtering hardships 01 

ev~ry kind. On the 25th of April, they appeared before the lattel 
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city, where Eaton offered the governor terms of amity, but recei.,.ed 
tbe haughty answer, .. My head or yours!" 

On the morning of the 27th, the oollle commenced by the Tri· 
polimns firing upon the Argus, Hornet, alld Nautilus, which had 
stood in to second the attack. The enemy's naval ootteries were 
soon silenced, but on lond they gained so milch advallmge, tbat in 
order to prevent discouragement, Eaton charged their works with 
fifty men. Although the enemy numbered seven to one, they fled, 
leaving theil battery in the hands of the Americans. During the 
charge, Eaton was wounded in the wrist. 

This success was followed by the Cltptu", of the bey's palace, 
which placed the city in possession of the Americnns. The bey 
escnped, and while fleeing toward Tripoli. was met by about one 
thousand of the bashaw's troops, who had been despatched to his 
relief. This force pressed towalds Derne, and after defenting obout 
one hundred of Homel's cavalry, entered the city, and forced their 
way to the bey's palace. Here they were repulsed by the Ameri 
can batteries, and ,bvec ie,',o tho fields. Soon after, they were 

http:recei.,.ed


TREATY WITH THE DARBARY POWERS. 4(j!) 

totnlly defeated by Hamet's troops, in a battle fought in the Borbary 
fashion, without the intervention of either Americans or Europeans. 
But this fair prospect of driving the reigning basbaw (rom the 
throne, was dissolved by the conclusion o( a treaty with that prince 
by Commodore Hodgen, who had superseded Barron. By this 
instrument the Americans secured to themselves all that had been 
demanded at the opening o( war, together with a complete amnesty 
tlld suitable provision during li(e (or Hamet and his (oJ/owen. 

Commodore Bainbridge and his crew 
were restored to liberty after a morti
fying captivity of more than nineteen 
months. 

We now turn to the closing eventJI 
of Mr. Jefferson's til'llt presidential 
term. During the year IS04, g0

vernment acquired from the Dela
ware Indians a valuable an.! exten
sive territory situated between the 
Wabo.sh and Ohio, find commanding 
the navigation of the llttar river (or 

...... 17_ 80... three hundred miles. In the same 
year the President organized the district o( MQbi le (or the collection .. 
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of duties on impost!! and tonnage. haying Fort Stoddert for the port 

of entry and delivery. 
In July. 1804, occurred the memol'flble duel between General He 

milton and the Vice-President, Aaron Burr. Certain offensive pub
lications having appeared in one of the journals of the dB}" Colonel 
Burr suspected Hamilton of being the author, BAd in a letter required 
his acknowledgment or denial of the fact . Hamilton refusing 10 give 
either, received a challenge, accepted it, met Burr, and fell at the 
first fire. No similar flvent ever caused so much sensation through
out the United Smlcs 08 the news of thie fatal duel. By his greal 
talents, powerful eloquence, and gentlemanly conduct. Hamilton had 
hecome the idol of the federal parly, and the admiration of all his 
countrymen. Extrnordinory honours were paid to his memory, while 
for the future Burr was regarded with detestation. 

On the 4th of Ma.rch, 1800, Mr. Jefferllon entered upon his second , 
t!'.rm of office. Burr was lucceeded in the Vice-Prl"sidency by 

George Clinton, of New York. At 
thil time the aggressions of Great 
Britain upon the seamen and com
merce of the United States called 
for urious interference on the part 
of government. 1'he strict neu· 
trality mainlAined by Congress had 
secured 10 our merchants a lucra
tive and growing trade in the Wcst 
Indies, which soon excited the envy 
of England. Many large vessels 
trading tothe French colonies werd 

ClIptured and condemned by the 
British. In May, 1806, some of the principal French ports were 
declared in a state of blockade; ''I'hile in November, of the same year, 
Napoleon issued his famous Berl in decree, declaring all the British 
islands under blockade. Neutral vessels were thua prohibited from 

trading with either country. 
At the same time England continued to search American ves

sels, and imprC$ll their seamen into her own service. A most 
aggrnvated instance of Ihis occurred in June, 1507. On the 6th of 
March previous, the British con8ul at Norfolk had demanded of 
Captain Decatur three of the CheSllpeake's crew, deserters, as he 
"l)eged , from the British ahip Melampus. On inquiry they were 

0.011." 01.111"0.. 
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found to be nati'e born Americans. On the 22d of Aprillhe Cht'sn
pesl.:e sailed for the Mediterranean. under Commodore Barron ; but. 
after passing through the British squadron. she was Ilopped by the 
English Ihip Berkeley. and an officer sent on board demanding the 
three men . On hi, returning to the Leopard with a refusal of the 
demand, that vessel opened a heavy fire, which continued thirty 
minutes. when the Chesapeake Itruck her colours. She Wnlt then 
boarded. her crew mustered. and four men carried to the Briti~h 

vessel. The Chesapeake lost thrce men killed, and eighteen wounded; 
nnd WIlS so much injured in her hult and rigging as to hE' obliged to 
return to Hampton Roads. 

News of this outrage was received throughout the country with a 
burst of indignation. The inbabitanl9 of Norfolk nnd Portsmouth 
passed unan imous resolutions discontinuing all communication be
tween tbe shore and the British ships. At the snme time two hun
dred hophcads of water. for the use of tbe squadron, were destroyed 
by the people; snd to the consequent threat of the English captain 
to atop all vessell trading to Norfolk, he IVIS IInswered that peace or 
war was at his pleasure. On the 2d of lu/y, the President issued a 
proclamation forbidding communication with British anned pcssela • .. 
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unless in distreu or conveying despatches. They were interdicted 
trom tbe waters of the United States, two thousand militia were 
ordered to the defence of Norfolk, nnd one hundred thousand to hold 
themselves in fendineS! for service. Congress was summoned to 
meet on the 26th of October. The American minister in London 
having demanded satisfaction for the insult, Berkeley's a.ct Wll9 dis
a.vowed; yet he was shortly afterwards elevated to a more important 

station. 
A singular and still unexplained event hnd taken place preVloUS to 

this time, which for a while caused much sensntion through)ut the 
United States. This WIIS the supposed treason of Allron Burr. 
After his retirement from the political IIrena of tbe Union, he is said 
to have attempted the secession of the 'Vestem States, so as to form 
thtlm into an independent nation; but failing, he endeavoured to per
suade the settlers to invade Mexico. This received some encourage
ment. He was, however, narrowly wlltched by goyernment; and 
General Wilkinson, commandant at New Orieans, having tTll.f}smitted 
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to die President an account of the whole enterprise, l effel'!on, on the 
27th of November, issued a proclamation forbidding all citizens to 

lend it their encouragement, and ordering the stoppage of the boots 
intended for the enterprise. Burr was arrested in the February fol · 
lowing, and carried to Richmond for trial in the federal cireuit 
court. On the 23d of lune a true bill was found against him, and 
he W83 committed to prison, but permitted to remain at his hotel 
under It guard. Hi, trial took pl(lce, August 3, 1805; and on the 
3 1st he was acquitted, on the ground that his offence did not come 
under jurisdiction of the court. The growing difficulties with foreign 
powers enabled him to escape further prosecution, (Ind he soon after 
sailed (or England. 

In December, IS01, an embargo was imposed by government upon 
American vessels, forbidding them to leave their ports, for fear of 
capture. This Jaw continued during the remainder of lefferson's 
administration, but woa very injurious to the eastero states. and ren
dered the administration unpopular in that portion of tbe country. 

In 1808, lefferson announced his intention of retiring from the 
presidentia1 chair. The ensuing election gave the office of chief 
magisllule to lames Madison, the candidate of the republican party. 
Mr. Clinton was re-elected (or the Vice-Prel'idency. They were 
inaugurated March 4, 1809; after which the e:!·President retired to 
his seat at MonticeUo, where the evening of his life was passed amid 
the quiet of literary punuit• . 
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ADMINISTRATION OF JAMES MADISON. 

opposition to tbe embargo act of the late ad 
ministration WIUI so decided. that one of the first 
Btlll of ~ngreu aner the inauguration of Mr. 
l\1adiaon WItS to repeal it, but at the same lime 
prohibiting all intercourse with either France or 
England. Taking advantage of this mellllure, 

Mr. Erskine, the British ambnssador. proposed ao 
adjustment of the difficulties between the two nalions on the basis of 
full satisfaction for the Chempealo:e insult, with the restoration of her 
men, the lVithdrawal of tbe orders in council 80 far as they related to 
the United States; the appointment of an envoy extraordinary, with 
}Klwer to conclude a treaty respecting all the points III issue. This 
W88 ratified by the President, who immediately issued a proclama. 
tion permitting the resumption of trade witll Oreot Britain. But 
this pacific appearance wO-e dispelled by news from England die· 
avowing the act of her minister, and ordering his recall. The P,-e. 

sidenl'S proclamation was consequently ruoked. 
Mr. Erskine Wa! succeeded by Mr. Io.ckson . That gentleman, 

on bE'ing asked by the Secretary of Slate why the Britisb govern 
ment hl1d diao.vowed the proceedings of his predecessor, answered 
that the laller had exceeded hi, instructions, and ineinuated that tbe 

'" 
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American government had been aware of lbat fact at the time. Thi., 
insulting language wal noticed in energetic terms by the Secretary, 
but JackSfln replied only by repeating the charge. This personage 
[minister JacksonJ even went so far!l3 to make this declaration for 
the third time. He W!l3 then informed that for the purp056 of facili· 
tating pacific overtures, no communication would in future be received 
from him. His government then recalled him, and at the expiration 
ofa year and a balfappointed Mr. Foster to succeed him . 

Before the arrivnl of Mr. FOIIter, another exciting event had occur· 
red to threaten the proepecl8 of amity and commerce with England. 
On the 16th of May, JS J 1, Commodore Rodgers, in the frigate Pre· 
eident, came in eight of a vessel off the capes of Virginia. On com
IIlg up with her in tho evening, the commodore was unable to ascer
tain her nation ; and, on hailing her twice, he re<:eived for anawer a 
shot in his mainmast. The fire was returned, and in thirty minutes 
the stranger was silenced. She proved to be the British aloop of war 
LillIe Belt, of eighteen tons. Thirty-two of her men were killed or 
wounded , and the vessel was considerably injured. 

N the ht of May, 1810, Congress passed an act 
declaring that if either Great Britain or France 
should, before the 3d of March, 1811 ,110 revoke 
or modify her decrees, as that Ihey should cense 
to .iolal6 tbe neutral commerce of tbe United 
States, which fact tbe President should declare by 
procls mation; and if the other nation should not 

within three months thereafter revoke its edicts in like manner j
then the non-intercourse law should, after the expiration of three 
month. frOID the date of the proclamation, be revived, and have fu ll 
force and effect so far as regarded the nation neglecting to revoke 
them. and that the restrictions imposed by that act sbould be discon
tinued in relation to the nation 80 revoking or modifying her decrees. 
France, ever ready to calch at sny thing which might humbla her 
rival, declared through her minister [August 5, 1810J that the de
crees of Berlin and Milan were revoked ;-at the same time it wall 
explicitly slated that the revocation had been made in fuJI confidence 
that the condition would be enforced against Great Britain, if she did 
nOI annul ber ordera in council and renounce the new principles of 
blockade. 

On the 2d of November, 1810, the President announced that aU 
restrictions on tbe trade of the United States with France had ceased. 
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Great Britain. however. refuted to repeal her orders in council until 
tb6-23d of June, 1812. Previous to this tardy and ungmcefuJ act, 
Congress passed laws raising the military force to thirty-one thousand 
men, completing the military establishment previously cJ:isling, and 
autborizing tbe President to accept the services of volunteer military 
corps aDd other armed fo~s. The Chesapeake, Constellation, aDd 
Adams, were at the same fitted for sea. On the 14th of March the 
President was authorized 10 borrow on the credit of the United States 
any sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars • 
. At thill time another foe reappeared on our western border, and 
commenced a series of daring incursiona similar to thOlle which, 

during the war of indepen
dence, had almOllt depopulated 
that ferti le region. 'l'he In
dians, Jed by the daring 
Tecumseh and his fanatical 
brother, the Prophet, united 
themselves with the emissa
ries of Orest Britain to excite 
a war against the United 
States. At a great council 
held at Vincennes, by General 
Hanison, governor of the In
diana territory. in 18 11 , Te
cumaeh not only declared that 
the while man had no right to 
the soil, and that as it belonged 
10 the Ted men in common, no 
single Iribe could dispose of 

"".QII,, •• IL the part il occupied, but even 
grasped his arms in the most determined manner j and, but for the 
firmness of the gonrnor, and the presence of hill 8oldien, he would 
probably have been murdered. After this affair the outrages com
mitted by the savages were 80 numerous, that Geneml Harrison , witb 
a small force of regulars and miJitin, marched into the Indian coun
try, and on the 6th of November appeared before the Prophel's tOWIi. 
Here he held a conference with some of the princil>81 chiefs, who 
agreed that both parties should remain quiet umil the following morn
ing. when a second council WO! lO convene and mgrat' upon terms of 
peace. Notwithstanding this friendly appearance, Harrison. with 
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the lagncity (or which he waa ever remarkable, discerned symptoms 
of treachery IImong the Indians j and, accordingly, poeting his little 
anny in aD advantageous position, near a place called Tippecanoe. 
he ordered the troopa to deep upon their arms. and in case of attack 
to maintain thei r ground at all haurds. 1'he eyent justified this pre
caution. Before daylight. on the morning of the 71h. the savllges 
furiously attacked tbe left flank. drove in the pickel. and rushed 
upon the camp. But. encouraged by their general. the regulars and 
mounted riflemen gallantly maintained their ground, while Majof 
Daviess. with his cavslry. charged their whole line. Tbe llltter 
mO'lwmt'nt wae unsuccessful j and, at daylight. the Americllns beheld 
themselves nearly su rrounded by the enemy. who were pouring in a 
mOllt dendly fire. At this juncture ::m almOllt simultaneous chnrge 
WIlS made with fixed bayonets by the companies of Cnptoin Snelling 
and Major Welle. and the enemy were dislodged. T he mounted 
riRemen then dashed (orwlnd, and drove the Ind ians into a mllrsh. 
About the same time Cllpta.i n Cook and Lieutenant Larabie chllrged 
on the right, 10 that the savages being, driven It all pOints. were It 
It'ngth completely rouled. 

tn this hant.fought action the Americans 1000t, in killed IIn:l 
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wounded. one hundred and eightY-f'lgbt; the general estimated tbe 
106B of the Indians at one hundred and fifty. Major Daviess, emi 

nent in Kentucky al II. lawyer and 
an omtor, was amongst the slain. 
The battle wa. followed by the 
burning of the Prophet's tOWIl, tbe 
dispenion of the hostile savages, 
and the submission of most of the 
tribes in that vicinity . 1'ecumseh 
was not in this action, being then 
engaged on a mission to the Boutn 
for tho purpose of uniting all the 
Ind ians of that region with those 
at the north. in a confederacy 
against tho United Slates. 

In the early part of IBI2 the Pre-
ell _ 11 ...... B ..... t . 0.. sident received information that an 

mdividual named John Henry had been employed in ]800 by Sir 
James Craig, Gove rnor-General of Canada. on a secret agency to the 
United States, having for ils object the discovery and fomenting 
among the two great political parties of the country such a spirit of dis
satisfaction and hatred as would eventually lead to the dissolution of 
the Union. This nefarious mission appean to have been confined 
to the New England states. they being the richest and most influen
rial part of the country. IU well as Ihe most opposed to any declara
tion of war with Britain. This information WIU communicated to the 
President by Henry himself, th rough the Secreta ry of State, and 
transmitted to Congress in Mareh. It excited throughout the coun
try a strong feeling of indignation, and confirmed the popular opinion 
88 10 the difficulty of effecling a cordial reconciliation with Britain . 

On the 20th of May, the Hornet sloop.()f-war returned from Europe 
with intelligence, that neither England nor France manifestl!d any 
disposition to change their policy towards the United States. At this 
news the President sent a message to Congress, recounting the re
peated efforts of ou r country to effect a trealy of peace, the insulting 
manner in which they had been met by Great Britain, and the out
rages practised upon our commerce. "\Vo behold," adds the P resi
dent. "on the side of Great Britain a slate of war against the United 
States; and on the side of the United States. a stato of peace towards 
Great Britain." He then submitted for their solemn consideration the 
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question whether this .tate of things should continue, or, relying upon 
the mighty Dispoeer of eveots, the natioo should assert its natural rights 
by oppOling force to force . After due consideration of this menage, 
th.e House of Representatives, on the 4th of June, 18 12, pllltSed a bill 
specifying the numerous aggreSllive practices of Great Britain. and 
declaring war. It passed the Senate by a majority of .ix, and Wa!! 

ratified by the President on the 18th. By lhi. act the President WIUI 

authorized to apply the whole land and naval force of the United 
States to ca rry the same into effect. and to issue to private anned 
vessels of the United Stales letters of mllrque and reprisal, in such 
form os he should think proper. and under the national seal, again st 
the vessels, good.!!. and effects of the government and people of Great 
Britnin and Ireland. Il was followed by other acts. providing fo r the 
organization of the army and navy. the defence oflhe sea·coost, and 
the i88ue of treasury notes. 



CHAPTER XL. 

OAMPAIGN 01' 1~12. 

'=='" HE declaratton ot war with Grenl 
Britain was received \Yiili differ
ent feelings, by different class~s 
of the American community. 
The minority of Congress, the 
Legislatures of Mnn8.chusetts, 
Conn~cticut. and New Jersey. 
lind severnl of the commercinl 
cities. p rotested against it in pub
lic addresses. But unquestiona
bly thl: greater ponioD of the peo
ple approved of the act, and 

considered it the only honourable COUI1I6 which could hal'c been .., 



481 

boOUl, only sixty of which were in commission . 

LVVASIOY 01' CAXADA. 

pursued by government. It cannot. however. be denied thllt the 
Dation WII but ill prepared for a struggle with a power among th" 
first in Europe. and the acknowledged ,!,istress oflbe ocean. Until 
the year l SOS. the whole military establishment had 8c/lrcp.ly 
amounted to three thou88lld m!!n; in that year it was augmented to 
nine thousand i and in January, 18 12. Congress had directtd twenty
five thousand additional troops to be raised. The President WIlS 

a[so authorized to accept the services of any number of volunteers, 
not exceeding fifty thousand. and to caIJ upon the statc governors fllr 
one hundred thousand militia. But the aCI providing for twenty-fin. 
thousand regular troops hlld been passed so 8horl n time previous to 
the dcclarntion of wor, that scarcely one-fourth of thutllumber could 
be raised, the great mass of whom were necessarily mil' and undis 
ciplined. The militia was a species of force on which Iiltle de
pendence could btt placed. The navy consisted of only trn frigates, 
teo sloops and smaller vu.ssci1J, and one hundred and sixty-five gUll. 

OR the better regulation of the army, Genera l 
Henry Dearborn, of Massachusf'lts, \Vll.S 

appointed 10 command the northern de
panment, and General Thoma8 Piockol!Y 
the southern. In April, the Prelideot had 
made a requisition upon the local govern· 
ment of Ohio, for twelve hundred men; to 
be place~ under the command of Briga
dier-General Hull, Governor of Michigan 
Territory. With thi8 force. and detach. 

ments from other reglmenta, numbering altogether about twellly-five 
hundred men, Hull arrived at Detroit. whence he crossed into 
Canado, July J2, and published a pompous proclamation to the in
habitants, in which he assured them of his ability to" look dOWIJ nil 
opposition," nnd invited them to join his standard. But instead of 
advancing directly upon Malden, where the enemy had collected , he 
remained inactive at Sandwich until the Briti8h had taken Mack
inaw, and oll the neighbouring Indians came pouring down upon 
his troop8. The geneml still showed no disposition for active opera
tions, but conducted himself with so much delay and irresolution, as 
to lose entirely the confidence of his officers and troops. 

On the 4th of August, Major Vanhorne, with two bundred men, 
waa sent to the assistance of a companv of volunteere. who, whilv 

u ,. 
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tsc....rting a lupply of provisions for the army, were threatened by a 
budy of British and Indians. This officer proceeded in so incautious 
It msnner, that he was soon drawn inlO an ambuscade of the t'nemy, 
and defeated with considerable loes. To compensate for this failure, 
Hull iuued orders on the 7th for an immediste attack upon Malden; 
but on the following morning, to the utonishment and indignation of 
bOI.h officers and men, the wholo anny wat diff'cted to recross tbe 
river to Detroit. On the same day, a aecond unsucc6$11ful attempt 
10 open communication with the supplies wat made by a small party 
under Colonel Miller. 

EANWH ILE. General Brock assumed 
command of the British forces, and after 
erecting batterie8 within point. blank 
shot of the American lines, summoned 
Hull t08urrender. Receivinga refusal, 
he bombarded the town all that day, 
[August 16,J and part of the next, when 
he crossed the river and prepared Ie 

assault the Ame-ricon line. While the 
garrison were awaiting hi. attack with 

coolness, after having planled their gun. in an advantageous position, 
they were 8uddrnly ordered to retire into the for', where their arm8 
were stacked, and the anillery.men forbidden to fire. Being thus 
crowded into a narrow comPMS, they were cut dowo 80 fut that 
Hull soon run up a white flag in toKen of surrender. The terms of 
capitulntion included not only bis own troops, but those of Colonels 
Miller and McArthur. and Captain Brush, all of whon! were at tnat 
time !lbsent on different el:peditions. 

The indignation of the Americana at this cowardly and disgrnceful 
transaction was unbounded. From the la nguage of the general, 
they had been led to expect nothing less than the capture of all 
UIJper Canada; nnd now the blasting of Iheae prospects by the sur· 
render of an American army, together with a large extent of terri· 
tory, 1VD1J almost too much fo r endu rance. After his exchange, Hull 
was tried by coun·martinl, found guilty of cowardice and unofficet· 
like conduct. and sentenced to be ehot. In consequence of his age 
and fo rmer services, the sentence of death \\'8.9 remitted, but his 
name was stocken from the rolls of the army. 

T he offieara of Genel'lll Hull had suspected his incapacity to com· 
mand, 10Dg before he gave the final proof of it. This had induced 
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them to Ilsk privately or the governors or Ohio and Kentucky fot 
teinforeements, and accordingly twelve hundred militia under Briga
dier-Genernl Tupper, and two thousand volunteers under Brigadier
Genernl Payne. were lent toll"U.td Detroit_ On tbe road. they heard 
of the surrender. and on petitioning that some competent officer. well 
acquainted with the country. might be appointed to conduct them, 
that poet was given to General Harrison, then Governor of IndiaOll. 
Such was the popularity of this able officer, that, although not II; 

citizen of Kentucky, he was immedintely invested by the governor 
of that sUlIe with the chief command of i19 militin, and the mnk of 
major-general. He was also appointed brigadier-general in the 
regular army. On the 3d of September, with two thousand two 
hundred men, he arrived at Piqun, on the Great Minmi, whence he 
despatched Colonel Allen, with five hundred men. to the relief of 
Fort 'Wayne, then invested by the Indinn!. At the colonel's ap
prooch, the besiegers fired a little village adjacent to the fort, nod 
then retreated. General Tupper was then sent with one thousand 
mt:n, to disperse the enemy at the Rapids of the Miami; but partly 
through. a misundentnnding wilh Geneml 'Winchester, Commander 
at Fort Wayne, and partly from defection of the. Ohio militia. this 
expedition failed. On the western frontier, however, the small gar
rison of Fort Harrison, under Captain Zachary Taylor. defllnded 
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themselves against fearful odds. during a night attack by the [ndians, 
and although a block·house containing.1I their provisions was burnt 
to the ground. they drove off the assnilanta with considerable loss. 
The captain 1031 two men killed. three wounded. This success was 
followed by incursions into the Indian territory. during which Colonel 
Campbell destroyed many villages and captured a number of warriors. 
with their wives Bnd children. 

Meanwhile. a considerable Americnn force under Brigadier·General 
Bloomfield. was atationed at Platt.burg. and another under Brigadier. 
General Smyth. at Buffalo. About three thousand five hundred 
militia, .....ith small parties of regulars. were stationed on the Niagara 
frontier. under General Van Renaselae r. The latter resolved on nn 
attempt upon Queenstown, a IIma ll place on the Niagara river, eight 
miles below the falls. 1'he assaulting party was divided into n force 
of three hundred regulars. under Lieutenant.(Jolonel Christie. and 
the same number of militia under Colonel Van Rensselaer. These 
W(>fe to be follo.....ed by the flying artillery, under Colonel Fenwick. 
the remainder of the regulars under Major Mullany. and the nnillery 
of Colonel Winfield SCali. who had lately arrived from Black Rock. 

Before daylight OD the 13th of October, the army was put in 
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motion at Lewistown, preparatory to crossing the river. The em. 
barkation WfllI made in the front of the Britillh batteriell on the bank, 
and III Fort George. The fort lVall carried with the bayonet by 
Cap13inll Ogilvie snd Wool. Colonel Van ~ensselaer, although 
!everely wounded, lIucC('eded in reinforcing Colonel Chrilltie and 
Captain Wool, and the British were driven back with the 10311 of 
their commander, General BroCK. The American general now con. 
lIiderrd the victory gained, and crossed to Lewistown to fortify his 
camp; but the British . being reinforced by sel'eral hundred Indians, 
renewed the allack with great spirit. At this critical moment, the 
American militia refused to cross the river. The small body of 
rrguln~ under Colonel SCOII, being thus cut ofl'from aid, maintained 
their post with heroic firmness until completely surrounded, when 
they surrendered. Soon after this ballit', Van Rensselaer WDS sue
r.eeded by General Smyth, who, after making several ullsuceeufu] 
attempts to enter Canada, retired into winter quarters. 

ThUll the success of the land operations of this 6f3t campaign 
rellted altogether with the English; on sea, however. where tbey 
had 110 long arrogated to tbemselvell the title of maslen, their eupe
riority was nobly disputed. The accumulated wrongs heaped upon 
our aeomen by imprellment and the" right" of search, caused them 
to receiYe with cellasy news of the deelaration of war; and they 
sprung forward at once to pour out upon their haughty oppre8llor 
the vials of wrathful jUlltice whieh had been gathering for yeare. 

0"11 11 000" . poa1'lIa. 

On the 3d of July, Ceptain 
David Porter, in the new frigate 
Essex, of thirty-tlVo gUDs.lIOiled 
from Sandy Hook on a cruise to 
the south. On the 13th of Au
gust, he was attncked by the 
British sloop-of·war Alert, whicb, 
lifter a battle of eight minute., 
was completely silenced, ftnd 
soon after sent into New York 
with the prisoners. Thie Willi 

the first ehip-of-war taken dul'
ing the campaign. 

Aoout thle time, CftplBin hnnc H ull, in the Constitution of forty
four guns. made hie celebrated eSClIpe from a Britillh squadron 
of a line of bottle ship, four frigatee, a brig and a achooner, after ,,, 
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a chase of sixty hours. On the 10lh of August he fell in vmh the 
frigate Guerriere, of forty-nine guns and three hundred men, under 
Captain Dacres. After considerable manreuvring. during which the 
enemy ~ndeavoured to keep at long range, she ran down upon the 
Constitution, discharging several broadaidea, which Hull received 
without returning a ahot, until five minutes before aix o'clock, when 
he commenced a heavy and wcll-directed fire. One broadside after 
another WBS fired with luchquick and falal execution, that in si"teen 
minutes one of the Guerriere's muts Wal shot away. and her hul~ 
rigging,aod sails, were ent to pieces. In half an hour she lurren
dered. every spar being down except the bowsprit, and the hull $0 

,battered that it lVas found necessary to blow her up. The Consti
tution lost seven killed and eeven wounded; tbe Guerriere, fifteen 
killed, sixty-two wounded, and twenty.four missing. 

On the 13th of October, the ,Ioop·of·war \Vasp, of eighteen guns, 
under Captain Jacob Jones, sailed from the Delawarl', nnd on the 
18th fell in with n convoy of six merchantmen, escortcd by the s[oop
of·war Frolic. of twenty·two guns, Captain Whinyutcs. At half· 
past cleven A. III., the action commenced at the distance of fifty yards, 
and after a heavy fire of forty-three minutes, during which both 
veasels suffered severely. the F rolic wu carried by bonrding. She 
was in a shocking condition. her deck, berths, and cabin being filled 
with dead and wounded. Every exertion Wa! made for the comfort 
of the sufferers by the \Vup" crew j but in tho midst of tbeir 
pnu.s6worthy efforlS, the British ship Poictiers, seventy-four gullS, 
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auddenly hove in sight, captured Ihe Wasp and her prize, and carneo 
them into Bennuda. . 

This o.ffair waa followed by the brilliant victory of Commodore 
Decatur, in tbe United Slates, forty-four guns, over the Macedonian 
of forty-nine. After an engagement of an hour and a hl!.lf. the 
enemy surrendered , having tbirty-six killed, and si:tty-eight wounded. 
while one of hi8 masts, with most of the spat9 and rigging, were 
entirely shot away. The Macedonian was commanded by Cl!. ptain 
Carden, one of the ablest officers in the British navy, who had thTl'e 
hund red men and a superior equi pment. The gallant Decatur con· 
veyed his prize to New York, where he was received with 11 degree 
of rejoicing and gmtitude simila r to that which hl!.d air{'fldy been 
bestowed upon Captain Hull. His loss had been four killt'd aod 
seven wounded, and the United Stales suffered but lillie damnge. 

Captain H ull having resigned command of the Coostitution . Will 

succeeded by Commodore Bainbridge, who soon after sailed from 
Boston on a cru ise to tbe W est Indies. in company with the Sloop 
Hornet, Captai n Lawrence. Wbile [.a,ytence blockaded the Bonne 
Citoyenne, in the port of St. Salvador, Bainbridge, on the 29th of 
December. fell in witb tbe Java. a British frigate of forty-nine guo •• 

v 
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and four hundred men, unde .. 
Captain Lambert. The action 
commenced about two o'clock 
p , M., and lasted two hours. 
during which the In\'a WIIS rt'

duced to a completa wreck. not 
ha"ing R si ngle spar left. She 
was subsrquently blown up, lind 
the Constitution pUi into St 
Salvador. 'rhe British 108.'1 WII!! 

sixty ki lled . and ml'lte than one 
hundred wounded; thnt of the 
Americans was thirty-fou r. of 
whom nine "'NO killed. 

Meanwhile, a squadron of British frigntce captured the Ameri can 
schooner Nautilus, af twelve guns, !lfter a long chase ; and on the 
22d of No"emoor, the gurt-brig Vixen was taken by the frigo. te 
Southampton. and carried into the 'Vest Indies. 

Before the close of this year, the havoc made upon the enemy's 
(':ommerca had exceeded all pre"ious calculation. 'Vhen Congress 
met in November, nearly two hundred and fifty vessels bad been 
captured by the American cruisers, logether with more than three 
thous:md prisoners. American privateers IW8rmed in every sea, 
and the-. enterprise so conspicuoul in the character af the nation ren
dered them most formidable opponents. Built with a yiew to expe
ditious sailing. they were generally able ta overtake merchant "el
sels, and to escape from tbe fastest frigates of the enemy. Th~ 
advantages wtlre never sullied by inhumanity, and the genel"Ollity 
with which in many instances th~ crews IlCted, in opposition to the 
love of profit, reflects credit on the national character. 

Two gallant actions performed on the lokes, during the fall, de
serve notica in this place. One was the cutting out of two British 
"~ssels-the Caledonia and Detroit-from the guns of Fort Eric, by 
Lieutenant Elliot' nnd fifty men in small boots, October O. One of 
the vessels was burnt, and the ather, with a rich ca rgo, brought 
safely to Black Rock. The other WllS tbe driving of the Royol 
George into the port of Kingaton, thul giving the Americans, for the 
time, complete command of the lake. 

Congress met NOfember 2. In hil m~S8Bge, the President re
rtlllnted the military and nanI egen15 of the year, and announced 
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that Great Britain hnd offered an armistice, grounded all the repeal 
of tho orders in council; hut that as no disp08ition was mllnifc~ted 
to abandon the practice of impressment, be had rejected it. Congre&! 
approved his conduct. lit the same time Iluthorizing him to fIIjse 

t\":"t'nty additionlll regiments of infantry. lind t('o companies of mngers. 
A bill was also pllSSt'd authorizing the construction of four seventy. 
four gun ships. sil: frigates of fony.four guns, and sil: sloops-of-war. 
Appropriations of money were also made fot defraying the expenses 
of the war. 

At the presidential election thi, yellt, James Madison was teo 

elected, while Elbridge Gerry succeeded Mr. Clinton as Viee-PreSi. 
dent. 

" 




CHAPTER XLI. 

CAMPAIGN 01' 1818. ' HE dUly of defending 
the north-western territory 
against the victorious Bri
tish and Ind ians, and of 
recovering the ground lost 

by Hull's surrender, W8S, M we have 
seen, committed to Geoernl Harrison. 
It was one of the most arduous nature, 
requiring abilities of the highest order 
to give it even 0. prospect of success. 
The lulTerin!P endured by the troops 

in this vaal wilderness were of the most painful onturo. Many of 
the militia were without a wvering for their feel, oDd numoora of 
regulars perished for want of clothing. 

General HarrillOn's plan for the campaign of 1813 was to occupy 
the rapids of the Miami, and, after collecting pro'filiolUl, LO move by 
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a select delilchment upon Malden. On the 8th of January he pro
ceeded 10 Upper SlIndusky. where his force was ougmenlt'd 10 about 
6fteen hundred men. He had already despalched orders to General 
\ Vinchester al Fort Dl'fisllce to Rdvaoce to the Rapids liS soon B8 he 
had accumulated provisions for twenly days. That offict'r WAS to 
build huts there, in order to deceive tbe enemy by 0 belief Ihal he 
was gtling into winler quarters. W inchesler arrived Ihl're on the 
10th of January, nnd on the 171h dt'l'plltcht'd Colonels Lewis and 
AIl!'n wilh six hundred men 10 the river Raisin . On the rOfld Colo
nel Lewis attacked a body of British and Indians li t Frenchtown, 
defeated them . and took possession of the pillce. Geneml W inches. 
ter reached it on Ihe 20Ih wilh llhaut two hundred ~nd 6fty men. 
and encamped in on open lot, Colonel Lewis's troopa being protected 
hy pickels. About dayligbt on the 22d th!'y were 11Irprised by a 
party of British lind Indians, lind tbe detachment of Genernl 'Vin· 
chester wns thrown into complete confusion and driven Q~ross the 
r,ver. All nttempt' to mlly were IIn,ucceuful , although mllde in 
tIll'em] placel by Geneml Winchestl'T, and Colonels Lewis lind Allen. 
8t"ing crowded into a ImoJllane, they we,.,. shot down on blxh sidel 



by the IndulnS. unt il the whole body W!lS nearly annihilated. The 
troop.s under Colonel Lewi. bravely maintained thei r post, and 
repulsed Gil efforts of the enemy until General Winchester capitu
lated for them. The scene following ,hi. deft'at WfLS one of butchery 
never witDes!ed but among savages and their employers. 'Vhen 
General 'Vinchester surrendered, Proctor, the British commander. 
promited tbat the prisoners .hould be saved from the fury of the In
dians. AI noon he marched with the captured men to Malden, leaving 
a few soldiers with the wounded Americans at Frenchtown. AI 
sunrise on the following day, the Indians, who had accompanied him, 
returned to the village. and fi red the houses conwining the disabled 
prisonen,thrusling bock all those who endeavoured to escape. Others 
met thei r death in tbe alrecl8; and a number. after being tomahawked. 
were dragged out into the highway. 'fhis horrible ajfair of the mas. 
wcre at the river Raisin has fixed an indelible lIain upon the name 
of Pr~tor. 

In consequence of this disaller, General Harrison abandoned hi, 
designs upon Malden, and commenced the fortification of his camp, 
which he called Fort Meigs. Here he was attacked in the latter pari 
of April, by General Proctor, with his victorioul army of British and 
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Indians. On the lst of May the enemy opened a heary fire from 
their batteries, which was continued until late at night, but without 
producing much effect on the weU-con~tructed works of the garrison. 
Thus diaappointed, Proctor transferred his guDS to the oppositf' side 
of the ri.er, and opened a fire upon tbe ceDlre and flanks of the 
camp. 'rhe cannonading continued se.em! days; that of the Arne. 
ricans producing much encmion, although from a scarcity of nmmu
nitlon they were compelled to economize their fire . An atlempt by 
General Clay to raise the siege was defeated by the insubordination 
of his troops. Many vnluable lives were loel, and atrocities were 
cnmmitted upon such of the Americans as were captured by the Indians. 
At length, on the 9th of Moy, Proctor, finding that he could make no 
impreasion upon the fort wit.h his batteries, and that his allies, disap
pointed in their hopes of scalps and plunder, were deserting him In 
numben,embo.rked and sailed down the river. Their force is sup
posed to have been upward~ of one thousand men , with as many In
dian~the Intter under the celebrated Tecumseh. The American 
garrison seldom exceeded twelve hundred men, only n small portion 
of whom were regulars. 'rhe loss during the siege, except that 
caused by the unfortunate attempt of General Clay, wss not great. 

On the 2Sth of April, General Dearborn, with 8eventeen hundred 
men, left Sackell'. H.rbour, for an auadr on York, the capital of 
Upper Canada. On the 27th the army effected a landing, though op. 
poaed by eight hundred Brili.h and Indians. Major Fonyth, with 
his rifit"men, fint gained the shore, followed by Genern! Pike, who 
formed his troops on the water-edge, and then pressed on in regu. 
Isr column. After carrying one of the batteries tbey were sd. 
vancing upon th(' InRin works, when an ezpiOlion of one of the ('ne. 
my's magazines hurled amid their ranks nlaSIeS of stone and limber, 
one of which killed General Pike. Colonel Pierce assumed com. 
mand; and, notwithstanding the momentary pause occaslPned by this 
untO"'ard accident, he pushed forward and carried the Briti8h works. 
At five o'clock the Americana took possession of lhe town. The 
land and naval forces were .urrendered prisonen of war, nnd uti 
public stores given up. Two hundred and ninety-one officers and 
privates wertl taken pri.oneTl, and four hundred killed or wounded. 
The Amoricans iOl!lt three hundred and twenty men, or whom IW!) 

hundred and sillY were kill('d by the magazine expl08ion. 
Geneml Dearborn next made a descent upon Fort George, which 

was taken anera spirited re.ilItance. The garrison hning recei.tll.. 
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reinforcements and retired to Burlington Heights, Generals Chandler 
and Winder were detached to cut off ita retreat. These gt'lIl'rals 
were surprised at night, captured. and their (orct's driven back to 
Fort G~rge. A aimilar reault attended an expedition to Belner 
Dams.-Ihe party under Lieutenant-Colonel Boersller being sur

rounded, and compelled to lay down their arm. at the head of the 
British column. 

At the departure of General Dearborn for Yorle, he had intrusted 
the command of Sackt'!l', Harbour to Brigadier-General Brown, of 
the New York militia, whose collected force amounted to nbout five 
hundred militia, with an equal number of regulars, scamen, and vo

lunteers. The militia and volunteers, under Colonel :\liIl9. formed 
his first line. being posted behind a ha8tily constructed breastwork; 
the regulaTS, under Colonel BaCku8, clllnp03Cd the 8econd line ; while 
some seamen. under Lieutenant Chauncey, wele stationed at the 
nuy-yard . These arrangement. were scarcely completed, when . 
on the 21lth of May, Sir George Prevost landed with one thousand 
picked men. and. nner defcllting the militia, with the loss of their 
colonel. adn.n. ad against the Tillage. About one hundrt"d militia, 

• under 	Geneml B"Own, uniting with the TegulnN! under Colonel 
Oo.cL:us, severely annoyed the enemy; and. when forced to retire, 
they took possession of some ndghOouring hOU8et, .nd poured upon 
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the IIssailantl 110 well·directed a fire that they were driven be.ck. 
Their rout waa complet.ed by a stratagem of General Brown. by 
which he induced them to re-embark so rapidly as to leave bebind 
most of their wounded and prisoners. Their loss WIIIl twenty.four 
killed, twenty·two wounded. and thirty·tbree taken prisonen: tbat 
of the Americand one hundred and fifty.six in killed, wounded, and 
missing. Shortly after this important vielory. Gene",1 Brown was 
appointed brigadier·general in the regular army . 

N the 20th of July the British and Indians mada 
another nttack upon Fort Meigs, where they were 
again defeated nfter a aiege of eight days. Gene· 
ral Proclor, with five hundred regulars and eight 
hundred Indiana then determined upon an attaek 
on Fort Stephenson . garrisoned by one hundred 
and fifty m!!n under Major Croghan. 'I'he Bri· 

tlsh landed on the first of August, and opened a heavy fire from some 
lIix.poundel1l nnd a howitzer. The Americans had but one pieet! (.Of 

artillery. which wns moved from place to place, so as to make the 
enemy believe there were several. The firing continued all nut 
day until lale in the evening, when, after skilful manamvring, the Bri· 
tish marched to the attack in two columns, led by Colonel.!i Short and 
WllrbUJ1on. The first, numbering three hundred and fifty men, had 

• 
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arrived liS far Its lbtl di tch, when the piece of artillery opened upon 
them willl {earful effect, killing their colonel, with numbers of his 
men , and driving tbe remainder into the woods. A silJ' ilar {ate 

attended the other column. Pn'lCtor immediately withdrew hia forces, 
1('11 viog behind, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, about one hundred 
and fifty men. To the wretched .uWcrers in the ditch the brave gar
rison extended all Ihe aid in their power, carrying them water and 
other ncce!S8ries at tbe risk of their own safety, and even making an 
opening in the picketing, 80 that Ihey could crawl in. For Ihis bril
liant defence, which was one of the most giorioull achievements of 
the war, Croghan and hie men received the thanks of Congress. 

Meanwhile the oorneal representations of Ganem! Hllrrison had 
awakened government to the necessity or obtaining a 9ava! supe
riority on Lake Erie, so that two brigs and severn! schooners were 
ordered to be built at the port or Erie, under the directions of Com· 
modore O. H. Perry. On the 2d of August this officer was enabled 
to sait in quest of the enemy. whom he encountered on the 10th of 
September. The American fleet consisted of nine small vessels, 
carr:"ing fifty-four guns; the British of six velse[s, carryin6" si:r:ty-three 
gunro-. The battle commenced about noon . between Perry's flag-ship, 
the lawrence. of twenty guns, and the whole British fleet. After a 
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close contest of two hours, during which the rP.maining American 
w"eis were unable to corne up, the Lawrence was eilenced, and 
e¥uy thing seemed to promiH the British a apeedy victory i but, at 

thie crisis, Perry croseed to tlu, 
Hcond ship, Niagara, in an 
open boat, renewed the action 
with the greate5t vigour, and 
soon compelled the opposing 
fleet to 5trike its colours. 

'fhis victory was bought with 
the 1088 of two officers, and 
twenty_6¥e men killed, and 
ninety-six wounded; the Bri
tish had forty_one killed, and 
ninety-four wounded. Not only 
did the event occaaion the 

OOIl>'ODO •• " ••• Y. greotest joy throughom th ll 

country, as being the first victory gained over a British fleel, hut 
also, inaamuch as it gave the American ermy under General Harriaon 
an opportunity to cross into Canada, and retrieve the losses of the 
rormer campaign. 

On receiving information of the loss of his fleet, Proctor imme 
diately abandoned Malden, which was taken posaession or by Harri 
IIOD Dnd Governor Shdby. On the 2d of October the Americana 
moved rorward in pursuit of the British, whom they Overtook ou the 
6th, drawn up in \inl;l of oottle, on a narrow isthmus covered witb 
trees. The regulars. under Proctor, were covered by the river, and 
'l'ecumaeh's indiana by a morass. Colonel Johnson, with the mounted 
volunteers, WIUI ordered to chargt:lthe IndiaM, while tho main army, 
under Harrison, charg~d the Brttish. So impetuous was the Ollset, 
that bolh tho enemy'a lines were immediately broken, and to the 
number of eight hundred men they threw down tbeir UTIlIS aud sur
rendered. Proctor effected his escape. Notwithstanding Ihis loss, 
the Indiana continulld to fight with desperate valour, until th~ir great 
chief Tecumseh was killed, when they fled in all directions. 

In thia decisive action the victors had onlv seven k.iIJed, and 
twenty-two wounded. The Britiah and Indians lost nearly Olill hUI, ' 
dred in killed and wounded. together with large quantities of nrllll> 
and military lIorel. Harrison now left part of his troops at D"IWil 
under General Cau, "nd sailed with the remainder 10 Buffillo. 

".
" 
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ARLY in the spring or lhis yea r, a British order in 
council dl!Clflr~ the American coast, from tbe 
ChC8!lpt"Ake to Rhode Island. in a IUlII!' of blockade. 
In l\lafCh, Commodore Beresford made 0 demand 
fo r pJOyisions on the inhabitants of LewiSiown, with 
an offer of payment. Being refused, he opened a 
bombardment on the 6th or April, which, after can· 

tinu ing for twenty-two hours with no f'ffcC I upon the Americans, he 
abandoned, and sailed for Bermuda., Aboutlhe same lime a squadron 
of {our ships of the line and six {riglltes, under Admiral Cockburn, 
arn\'ed in the Chesllpeake. Th is officer signalized himself by pi l
laging country seats, nurn.houlel, and smnll vessels, Illundering 
public and privlllt' property, and firing tho villages of F renchtown, 
Havre. de Grace, FredBrickton, and Georgetown. The British were 
then reinforced by large bodies of trooP! under Sir John W lm en and 
SIr Sidney ~kwith. T hese office", mode a combi ned attack upon 
Norfolk, but were gal/nntly repulsed by the seamen and militin in 
that vicinity. They then proceeded against Hampton, eighteen mile! 
from Norfolk, which they carried afU!' r an obstinate re.istance. The 
Iown was given up 10 the soldiery, who perpetrated outrages upon 
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perst.n IInu property too revolting to be described. Not long nCter, 
Admiral Cockburn, with II considerable BeE't, perpetrated simila r 
defutat ions along the COOst of North Carolina. 

While these events were transpiring in the Donh IlDd alnng the 
COllst, lerioua disturbances had taken place among the southern In
dians. These warrion had been excited by a visit from 'l'ecumseh, 
who had used all his eloquenu and influence to bring them into the 
confederation he was at that time forming agninst the Uniteu States. 
In September, 1812, the C reeks defeated a body of Georgia vol un
teera, but were soon afterword, overawed by the appearance of Gene
ral lo,ckaon in thl'ir territory, with twenty-five hundred volun teera. 

On the 30lh of August, Fort Milllm~, with iu. garrison of abou t 
tbree hund red planters Ilnd settlers, was attacked by ~ix hundred 
Indians unuer tbe chief Weatberford. After 0, close conflict. the 
usailants cut weir way into the works, drove the besieged into 
houses, !lnd set tbem on fire. Out of three hundred men. women, 
lind children, unly seventeen escaped. T o rt'fenge tbis mBSMcre, 
Generol Jackson was BCnt against the safages with an army of thiny
five hundred militia. On the 2d of November he lent General Cotree 
with nine hundred men against a body of lndians posted at Tallu
shatchee. The attack 11'8.11 made early on the followmg morning, 
and after a sanguinary conflict terminated in the annihilation of the 
enemy . A number of women and children were taken prisoners. 
Geneml Cotree lost five killed, and forty wounded. 

On the 7th of November JaCKson marched with two thousand men 
to relieve some friendly Indians at1'alladega, which was then threat
ened by the enemy. The enemy were attacked on the 9th j and, 
after a cloae struggle, compelled to fly , leaving behind them more 
than three hundred dead warriors. The Americans lost fiftee n 
killed, and eighty wounded . A short time subsequent to this, Gene 
ral White dest royed the principal town of the HiUabee tribe, killing 
!ixty of their warriors, and wpturing two hundred and fifty prison. 
em. Another victory was obtained over the Indians at Autossee, by 
a force under General Floyd. After a contest of two hours' dura
tion, two hundred of their warriom .....ere killed, ..... hile the Americans 
l08t eleven killed, and fifty.four wounded . 

On the 22d of January, 1814, General JaCKson, with a large force, 
fougbt a decisive battle at Emuckraw Creek, near a bend of the Tal
lapoosa.. 'l'he Indians attacked Ilt dayligbt j and, after n warm 
action of half an hour, were driven bock j but, returnmg In a little 
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while, they made a furious aseault on the left. which, with great 
difficulty, 't\.'1I.! sustained. General Coffee charged their flank. when 
[hey were driven into 0. marsh. Being enticed from this. they were 
once more defeated. and their wt\rrinrs cut to pieces. The conflict 
on the American rig ht terminated in D. similar manner. 

On the 14th of March, Geneml Jackaon, with about three thoussnd 
men, commenced another upedition 8gt1inst the Creeks. The firsl 
point of attack was the fortreSB of T ohopekll. defended by about one 
thousand warriofll. The assault was conducted by General Coffee 
on one side. and Grnaral Jackson on the other, assisted by cannon 
and musketry. When tbese two forces arrived at the breastworks, 
a contest rnsued, which, for obstinacy and bloodshed, bas been rorely 
surpaased in Indian warfare. No quarter was naked or received by 
either party. When, towards evening. the action closed, a wretched, 
hean·broken remnant, was all that remained of the Creek warriors. 
Only four men had been taken prisoners, together with three bun• 
dl'{'d women and children. Five hundred and fifty-seven warriors 
were found dead upon the ground. besides a great number who per
,shed in attempting 10 CI'(l68 the river. Fifty-five Americans '''ere 
"ilIed. Qnd one hundred and forty-six wounded. fmmedial elyaner 
his action the American general marched to the Hickory ground, 
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where he concluded treaties of peace with most of the Indion tri~t. 
in thot vicinity. 

HE nova I evenls of this year were 
not less glorious than those of 1812. 
On the 23d of February,lhe Hornel 
aloop-of-war, Captain La IVrence, fell 
in with Ihe brig Peacock, of twenly 
guns, Captain Peake; and, after an 
action ofthirly minutes, reduced her 
to a complete wreck. The Amt:
ricans lost one killed. and three 

wounded. The Pencock aunk before all her CMlW could be removed. 
tIlrrying with her three Americana and nine Britiah. For hi. gal. 
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lantry in this action, Lawrence WItS promoted to the command of the 
Cbesapeake. He found seve",i of the officen l ick, many of the 
crew newly enl isted. and the remainder diasalisfied al the withhold. 
ing of their prize-money. Being unfortunately 100 unmindful of 
these incidents, Lawrence sailed on the fint of June from BolstaD, in 
quest of the British frigate Shannon. Unknown to Lawrence, this 
vessel had recendy ~n fitted out with II picked crew and luperior 

equipment, and had sent a challenge for the Chesapeake one day 
after the snilingof the Inlter, but which, unfortunately, Lawrence did 
not recei ve. 1'he action commenced at half· past Ii va ; und. in a very 
ahort time the fire from the Shannon proved !O destructive thaI the 
Chesapeake'$ sailing-maste r. Ilnd four lieutermOls. wore killed or 
wounded, and her rigging was 80 much injured thnt she fell aboard 
the enemy. Captain Lawrence was also wounded, but remained on 
deck giving his orders with perfect composure. Soon after, the Bri· 
tish commander, Captain Broke, boarded with his ma.rines, when 
Lawrence. receiving a third Ilnd mortal wound, was carried below, 
while issuing his noble order. "Don't give up the Ihip." The hand· 
ful on deck were soon overpowered; and, for the first time during 
liIe Wat, the British flag was placed over an American frigate. In 
th is del!perate Ind ssnguinary battle Captain Broke was wounded, 
his 6111t lieutenant killed, and seventy.nine others killed or wou nded. 
The Chesapeake lost seyenty~even killed, and about ninety-seven 
wounded. The death of the gallant Lawrence spread a feeling of 
deep sorrow throughout the country. 

August, Captain Allen, in the 
brig Argus. after a very suc
cessful cruise. was mel by tbe 
Hriti~h war.sloop Pelican. of 
mther superior force. A battle 
I:!nsued. [August 14,] which, 
after lasting an hour and a half, 
tenninated in the capture of the 
American vessel.-her captain, 
first lieutenant, and many of tile 

seamen, being severely wound
ed, most of he' rigging shot 

away. and tbe British frigate Sea-Horse heaving in 8ight. Suh!e
quently Captain Allen died or his wounds, and W88 buried in Eng 
land T'te mortifiClltion caused by this evenl was, in some measure. 
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:huipsted by the capture of the British brig Box('r, [September -I,] 
of fourteen guns, by Lieutenant Burrows, in the brig Enterprise, 01 
foorteen guns. 

This year, like the fOfmer, was noted for the enterprise and suc. 
cess of the American privatee~ against (he enemy's commereial 
"easels. Victories were sometimes goined even over English ormed 

ships. Few naval actions wore 
ever more dcspemto an:! gal. 
lant than thllt fought by the 
Priv3tecr. Decatur, of aevpn 
guns and one hundrt'd nnd 
three mcn, with the schooner 
Dominic3, of fiftecn .guns and 
eighty-eight men, in which the 
lauer, after R two huurs' action 
was carried by boarding. 

During this year the Empe
ror of Russia offered his ler
'fices to mediate between Eng

0 .. ... .. '" .. u .• ,... land and the United Slates, as 
the common friend of both countries. This was accepted by Pre
sident Madison, who named l ohn Q. Adams, Albert G3l1atin, and 
lomes A. Bayard,8! commissioners. But Great Britain declined to 
treat under the mediation of Russia, propoeing a direct negotiation 
at London or Oottenburg. This the President accepted, and added 
Henry Clay and l onathan Russell to the commiS9ione~ already 
appointed. 

During the session of Congress, a Joan of twenty.five million dol. 
la~, and the issue of treasury Dotes for five millions, were authorized, 
and provisions made for the increase of the army and the belter de
fence of tho aea-coaat. 

, 
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HE opening of this campaign on the norta
eastern frontier was not calculated to dispel the 
gloomy feelings with which the Americans had 
been oppressed by the re.ult of former operationl 
in that quart!'r. The terminRlion of the war in 
Spain had enabled the British to Icnd over 
Jarge detachments of "'VelJington's velerans," 

t1ushed with victory and eager to ftdd, 10 their already brilliant fame. 
the renown of performing a triumphant campaign in America. 

Late in Match, G('nerai Wilkinson sent one diyision of his IIrmy 

under General Brown, to Sackett's Harbour, lind then marched 
against tbe enemy at La Cole Mill. After cannonading this place 
without making the least impression, he returned 10 Plansburg, 
having lost, in killed and wounded, one hundred men. The British 
acknowledge II. 1000s of sixty. He WII soon afterwards superseded 
by General Izard . This WIU followed by II. deacent of the enemy 

'" 
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upon OSl\'ego, which was yielded only after a most gallant defence 
by Colonel Mitchell, who succeeded in saving most of his stOret. 
Subsequently, two hundred of the usailanta were captured while 
endeavouring to get posaeuion of these stores. 

At midn ight of July 2, General Brown made a descent upon Fort 
Erie, which surrendered nen morning without resiatance. One 
hundred and thirty prisoners were taken. General Brown then 
ad"anced agninlt three thousand British under General Riall, at 
Chippewa, whom, after a severe action, (July 5,) he defeated, with the 
Ices of fou r hundred and fifty.three killed and wounded, and forty-six 
taken. The total loss of the Americans was three hundred and 
tl\·eoty-eight. Soon after, the British were reinforced by troops 
under General Drummond, who moved against the town of Schlosser 
to capture- the American staTes. To prevent this, General SCali Wal 

sent on the Queenstown road with hia own brigade, Towson's artU. 
Jery, and the dragoons, and at five in the afternoon, July 25, came 
up with the enemy strongly posted at Bridgewater. Notwithstanding 
the inferiority of foree, Scott determined on an attack; and lending 
to General Brown for a reinforcement, he ordered Caplain Tow80n 
to oJXln with hi8 artillery. A desperate action ensued. during which 
two American regiments. having expended their fire, were forced 
bock, while at the .me time General Riall and many other office ... 
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",~re captured in another quarter. The enemy's batteries of nine 
piecel sti ll pouring in II. terribl~ fire. Genen..1 Scott wu on the point 
of falling back, when General Ripley arri ...ed with reinforcemeotl. 
Both annie. were now fighting by moonlight, and Ripley, seeing the 
execution caused by the enemy'. cannon, ordered Oolonel Miller to 
advance and capture them. Thil he did, with II. degree of gallantry 
which abed the brightest glory on him'elr end hie intrepid regiment. 
About the same time, Ripley dro...e tbe enemy'. infantry from the 
Crest of the hill. The British made thlee detennined efforts to 
recover their 1in.tlcriea, hut being repulsed in every direction, they 
withdrew from the field about midnight. In this obstinate battle, 
Generals Brown and Scott were both eerinusly wounded, and eight 
hundred and sixty killed, wounded, or mining. The British loss 
was eight bundred nnd sevenly-eight, including, among their wounded, 
Generals Drummond and Ril\l1. From ita vicinity to the falls, tbis 
ie called the battle of Niapra. 

The command of the Amerioan army now deyolved upon General 
Ripley, who, breaking up hie CIlmp at Chippewa. retired with lIiI: 
leen hundred men to Fort Erie, whioh he proceeded to !ll.rengthen 
Drummond inYelled the plnce on the 4th or AugusI, and on tbe next 
day General Gaines arrived and look eommand of the Il"'rrieor 
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The aiege and cannonade continued until the 15th, when, at two 
o'clock in the morning, the Btitiah made a furiOUII a~sault upon the 
worke, hut were repuilled with the 10Sll of more than nine hundred. 
The gaTrison lost eighty.four. On the 2d of September, General 
Brown arrived, and at noon of the 17th, in company with Generala 
Porter and Miller, made a lIortie from the fort, c:a.ptlJring theenemY'1I 
whole line of iotrencbmenta, together with three hundred and eighty 
prl/lonen, and destroying in half an hnur the fruita of forty-eeven 
daYII' labour. Hill total loas was five hundred and twenty-eeven i 
that of the British five hundred, excllUlive of prisooel'll. On the 
night of the 21st, the enemy raised the siege. On the 9th of Octo
ber, General Izard arrived, 1l/I8umed command, destroyed Fort Erie, 
and retired into winter quarten. 

Meanwhile, another Britieh force had attempted a diamemberment 
of the Union. 1'his was to be done by obtaining a navallluperiority 
on Lake Champlain, moving down the Hudson and attacking New 
York, thus cutting oIT the eastern states from the other&-it being IIUP
pOlled thaI thtlY were willing to make a teparate peace. Accordingl}', 
a large anny of" \Vellington's veterans" marched toward Plattaburg 
00 the river Saranac. near ita juncture with Lake Champlain. After 
.kirml.bing with the militia, they entered the town on the Oth of 

l 
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September. the Americans under General Macomb hning retired to 
the opposite aide orlhe ri\'er. and torn up the bridges. TheY' num. 

bered but fifteen hundred. yet 
with this force the general kept 
Ihe enemy in check, who. find
ing hi, elfolU to crosa unavail· 
ing, erected batteries to o.onoy 
the American camp. 

On the morning ofthe 11th, the 
British Ileet of lIeventeen veasels. 
carrying ninety.fil'e guns, en· 
gaged the American fleetor four· 
teen sllil, and eighty.six guns, 
under Commodore McDonough. 
Anel an aClion o( more than 

two hours, tbe British tlag-sbip muck her coloura. a brig and two 
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sloops were laken, and three galleys 8unk: Captain Downie. the 
commander, W88 killed, with eighty.three of his men; one h'mdred 
and ten were wounded, lind eight hundred lind fifly-!ix_mnre than 
the whole American force--taken. The victors lost one bundred 
and ten. This gloriou. victory put an end to a furious cBnnonade 
of thtl enemy'. land forees, which had continued all day; while III 
Ihe same lime the shorea rang with the sbouts of the joyful Ameri
cans. That night the" veterans," numbering about fou rteen thousand, 
tied with such haste to Chuy, eight miles distant, thllt th€'ir Bighl 
was not discovered until the next morning. 1'he American land 
forces numoored about fony·five hundred. of whom three thousand 
were militia. The American loss was only ninety-nine. 

Early ill the . prin g of this year, the British government had de
clared the " 'hole coast of tbe Uniled Slates under blockade, and 
pOftions of their DaVId force attacked with greater or less success the 
towns of Eastport, Stonington, Castine, and others. Early in AUgull, 
Admirals Cochrane and Malcolm entered the Chesapeake with a 
large fleet and army. part of which were ordered up the Potom8c, 
part higher up the Chesapeake, Ivhile the main body under G~mt' ral 
ROI!lI landed at Benedict, on the Pfttuxt'nt, August 19. The Ameri
can wrct' of three thousand men, mostly militia, under Oeneml ... 
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Winder, retired before bim. until at Bladenaburg it was reinforced 
by lwenty-onebundred men under General Stansbury. Commodore 
Barney wilb bis sailors also joioed bim, haYing destroyed his flotilla. 
A battle look place at Bladensburg, in which, although the militia 
fled as soon as the enemy were in light, Bamey apd Colonel Miller. 
with the marines, nobly luatained the charge, and but for thei r S"mall 
number would have driven beck the assailnnte' whole anny . At 
length this Jiule band were attacked in front and on bOth flanks. 
by three times their own number. and both their leaders being 
severely wounded, they were driven off the fi eld. Barney and 
Miller were both taken, but, on account of their galilmt conduct. 
received the greatest care and praise from the British. 

This victory left the American capital at the mercy or the victors, 
who arrived there under General Roas, at eight o'clock in the eve
ning. He offered to retire on condition or receiving a sum or money 
equal to the value or the public and private property. There being 
no authority near competent to enter into such an arrangement, 
he set fire to all the public buildings except the poat-office, thu. 
destroying all the coUection. or art III the capitol, together with the 
valuable national and public records. Arler this proceeding, which 
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disgraced the British character, he re-embarked on the 30th, having 
lost mne hundred men in killed, wounded. nnd taken. 1'he AmI,." 
ricana had one hundred and twenty captured, and ninety killed ('II 

wounded. 
Meanwhile, the squadron under Captain Gordon, which had en

tered the Potomac. reached Alexandria on the 29th, end foreed the 
inhebitanta to deliver up all their Tesselsand merchandise. Having 
by this means collected 0 rich booty. they rejoined tho main fleet 
wilh Ihtl loss of seven killed aDd thirty-five wounded. Tho remain
ing expedition WUI not so fortunate. Being oppoaed by Colonel 
Reed with a party of militia, Sir Peter Parker received a mortal 
wound, fourteen of hil men were killed. and twenty-seven wounded . 
The remainder retired to their shipping. 

General ROfiS now resolved on an attack upon Baltimore. where 
he expected to find II. tnrgo booty. He was destined, ho.... ever. 
to experienco an unexpected and bitter reverse_ The defence of the 
rity W08 intrusted to Genera! Smith, assisted by Generals Stricker 
and Winder, the whole American force numbering about fifteen 
thousand, of whom only suen hundred were regullU1l. Fort McHenry 
guarded the approach by water, besides which large vessels had been 
sunk in the channel, and two 'temporary workl erected between the 
fort and the city. On the 12th of September, the British landed 
about five thousand men at North Point. about fourteen miles below 
Baltimore. They were oppoaed hy General Stricker. ncar Bear 
Creek, and a skirmish ensued between the advance parties, during 
which General Ross was killed. Colonel Brook tben assumed the 
command, when the battle became generaJ-...the Americans slowly 
retiring toward the city. On the following day tbe Britiah attempted 
to reach their destination by I!l circuitous route, but failing, they lud
denly retreated to their shipping. 

Meanwhile Fort McHenry had been furiously l&8IIiled, the enemy's 
whole line of fifty ship! bombarding it from lunrise on the 13th, 
,Inti! seven the following morning. The gnrri~on . consisting of one 
thousand men under Major Armistead, gallantly dill th!;!ir dUlY, and, 
with the assistance or the smaller foru, poured into the oppOlling 
Ileat so well·directed a tire. that on the 16th it descf!nded the Chesa
peake. and afler taking on board the land forces. joined the remain
der of the squadron. The British 1081 thirty-nino killed. IIVO hundrell 
and fifty-one wounded j the Americans twenty-four killed, ono hun 
dred and thirty-nine wounded. and about fifty taken. 
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N the .summer of this year, the louth-weslern 
stales again became the theQue of active 
operations. In August, a body of British 
troopl!l arrived at Pensacola, and marched 
into tbe Spanish fort at thnt plo.ce. Their 
commander, Colonel Nicholb, iS9ued a pro
clamlllion to the inhabitantll of Louisiana, 
Kentucky, and Tennesaee, inviting them to 
secede from the federal government. He 
.Iso made offers of alliance Ilnd friendship 

to the pirates 'of Barataria, under their renowned chief La6lte; but 
that 'office r immediately made the whole known to Governor Clai
1:>ome of Louisiana, who, plellled with his olognanimity, promised 
(lllrdon to the wbole bend, on condition of thei r engaging in defence 
of the country. This Wi'll accepted. and from that time the Bara
tarians did good IUl rvice :n the American cause. 

On the 15tb ')t September. a Biili,h sq uadron or two ships and 
two brigs appeared before Fort Bowyer. which commanded tbe en
lrence into Mobile Bay, aDd was o«upied by a Imall garrilon under 
Mojor Lawrence. An action commenced at four in tbe afternoon 
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which, after continuing about thrtoe hours, ended in the IOtit Jiscom. 
filuTe of the enemy's foree. One of the "shipa was lIet on fire, tilt, 
otber forced to run aground, and a brig was greally injured. The 
British 10$3 in the three vessels 1'111.9 two hundred and thirty.fouT, 
thot in the founh not being ascertained. A land force of one hun
dred and ten marines, and two hundred Indians. was al80 repulsed. 
Four of the garrison lVero killed and fi"e wounded. 

HE conduct of the Governor of Pensn_ 
('.ola, in admitting the British and In

dians within the city, and allow
ing lhl!flI to fit out expeditions 
ngamst the United Stutes from 
that port, was considered by Gene
ral Jack son a violation of Ihe 
treaty between Spain and the 
Unitfil States. which called for 
summary punishment. Accord. 
ingly, on the 7th of NOI·eml;ler. 
he appeared btfore that place 
with two thousand men, and en. 
tering tbe city. compelled the 
authorities to sign a capitulation, 

by which Ponpcola and its dependencies were delivered up 10 the 
American government. 

After thiff oct, General lackson proceeded to New Orleans, which 
he Tl'ached on the 2d of Det:ember. After guarding all the approoche. 
to that city, and providing for the defence of Lakes Borgneand Pon
chortl'llin, he adopted measurl'S to rid the population of the sllies and 
trnitOrl which he had good reason 10 believe lVere numerous. Mar
tial law wns proclaimed, an embargo was laid upon all vl'ssels in 
the harbour; nf'groes were impressed and compelled to work on 
the fortifications , and the whole militia force of the district was 
called out nnd placed under arms. 

The Briti8h flotilla of forty-three gun-boats, carrying twelve hun
dred men, o!tucked the American force of five boats and one hundred 
and eighty men, on the 14th, und, after a brisk sk irmish, compelled 
the Inlier to surrender. This secured to the enemy the command 
of Lukes Borg-ne and Poncharlmin, an advantage which they were 
oat '.low ill improving. Guided by some informers, they took POI
/leasion of an unfrllquemed pll8S on the 23d, captured the picket.. 
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guald. lind pushed forward to the bank of the ri.,.er. On recelvmg 
news of this movement, Jackson resol.ed on an immedillle attack, , 
and, collecting about two thousand men, he marched against them at 
five in the afternoon. The British force numbered about three 
thousand, and ex"1ehded along tbe river shore half a mile. The 
attack was commenced by the American tchooner Caroline, which, 
lighted by the enemy" camp-fires. opened upon them II galling lire. 
So dark was the e.,.ening, that this was the first intimation to the 
British of the Americana being near. At the same time. Gentl,,1 
Coffee with his brigade 8881lHed their right. and General Jackson 
tbeir left. A fierce struggle ensued. which was ended only by the 
occorrence of a thick fog, when, Jackson thought proper to call 
off his troops. His loed was twenty-four killed, one hundred and 
fifteen wounded, and seventy-four missing; that of the enemy forty . 
,.iJ: killed, one hundred and sixty.two wounded, nnd sixty·four 
missing. The result of this action so inspirited the Americans that 
it may well be considered the caUIe of the final victory on the 8th 
of 1anuary. 

On the 27th, the Caroline ran aground, and was apt'edily set 
on fire by the enemy . Next day the British commander, Sir Edwald 
Packenham, furiously aasaulted the American work, wilh bombs, 
rockets, and heavy artillery. Lillie effect was I?roduced, as the de
fences were constructed of Ihick cotton bales. which no balls could 
penetrate. At the same time, the fjreJrom the American ballerie!, 
and the vessel Louisiana, was 80 severe that the assailants were 
obliged to withdraw with considerable lou. A similar attempt on 
the nigbt of January I, 1816, was aoo frustrated. Soon nner, the 
Americana were reinforced by twenty.five hundred Kerlluck ia ns, 
swelling their numbers to about seven thousand men. The British 
also received an addition of four Ihou~nd men under General Lum 
bert, swelting their total force to Iwelve 'thousand. 

The final assault upon Ibe Americans was reserved for Ihe 8th of 
January, and Will! directed againat the defl!nces on each side of the 
river. T he main army, under .Ihe 8uperintendence of the com
mlnder.in-chief, advanced in two columns, led by Generals Gibbs 
and Keane-G~neral Lambert hoMing the reserve. With fflscinea 
and scaling.ladders. the trOOps advanced alowly, to within nine 
hundred yards of the worll8. w~en the rAmerican artillery opened, 
and mowe4 them down with fearful $laughter. Still preuing on, 
they encountered the fatal fire8 of the \vest~rn riflemen, which 800D 
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Droke both columns. lind drove them back in coorullion. In rallymg 
them, Sir Edward Packenham lVas kiJlt'd, and General Gibbs as
sumed command . The troops were again It'd forward, and again 
repulsed; and It third attempt met with like result. Gibl:. lind 
Keane were se'rcrely wounded, the whole army thrown into di&o 
tfelling confusion, and the plain covered with nt'ariy two \, u
sand dead and wounded. General Lambert then collected the 
shattered remains of this once formidable army, and retired to 
the encampment. The Americam I~I but thineen in killed tlnd 
wounded . 

Meanwhile, the detachment on the left bank, under Colonel Thorn 
ton, had succeeded in driving the Americans from their works; but 
they IVeTt' soon afterwards recovered by II stratagem of General 
Jackson, Here the British Joa was one hundred and twenty kiHed 
lind wounded i the American. six killed and wounded, and nineteen 
mISsing. General JllcklJOn's whole campaign at New Orleans 
was one of the moat brilliant in our annals; and the !>a' tle of 
the 8th of January is justly regarded as the crowning glory or 
the war. After thi. signll derel'll. the enemy proceeded 10 l\lo.. 
bile Bay. where they took poaseasion of Fort Bowyer. "'hOle gar. 
rieon numbered only three hundred and seventv·five men. Soon 
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aftf'r. the Ilrrival of the newlI of peace arrested 011 funher pro-

HE maritime evenls of 1814 were os stirring 
and important IS those of the pre
ceding year. In February, Com
modore Rodgers, after a cruise of 
seventy-five daya. during which he 
captured mony of the enemy's ves
sr/s. fell in with throe I'easds of 
war, to one of which, the PIAntage
net, of seventy-four guns. he olTered 

Mtde. This 1vaa dedined, and Rodgers pursut>d his way 10 Nelv 
York. Not long after, the celebmted cruise of Captain Porter was 
terminated by the capture of his veuel, the Essex. For more than 

year, he had maintained a supremacy along the Pacific COllSI, cap· 
turing or destroying twelve British vessels, and cargoes to the 
amount of moro than two millions of dollars. The Phrebe, a Britillh. 
frigate of thirty guns, being sent against him, Porter wns blockaded 
in the port or Valpamiso for about aix weeks. In attempting to get 
to sea, the Essex was atruck by a squall, and obliged to ru n into 
a small bay. Here, in violation of the lawlI of nationa, she was 
attacked by the English captain with t\VO veuels, and ofter a contest 
of three hours, obliged to 'trike her colours. Her loss was fifty. 
eight leiUen, lIi1:ty-aix "'ounded, aDd thirty-one missing; that of thf 
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enemy five killed and ten wounded. Captain Parler and his crew 
were paroled and senl to the United States; but being attacked 
on the way by the Saturn, he gave up his parole. and soon after 
eecaped to the United States. 

On the 29th of April, the Peacock of eighteen guns, Captain 
'Yarrington, captured the brig Epervier, after an action of fony-two 
minules. Each veSliel mounted eighteen guns. The Americans 
had two men slightly wounded; the British lost eight killed, lifieen 
wounded , besid{'s one hundred Bnd twenty thousand dollan in specie. 

On the 28th of June, the sloop
of-war \Vasp, of eighteen guns, 
Captnin Blakely, captured the 
British brig Reindeer. of nine
leen guns. The action lasted 
two houn, the Americans losing 
five killed and twenty-one wound. 
ed ; the British Iwenly-Ii ve killed, 
fOrly-two wounded. Continuing 
his cruise, Blakely, on the ht 
of September, captured II. mer
chantman, and on tbe same eve
ning the !loop Avon, of twenty 

gunl. Thi. vessel soon afterward. sunk. On the 23d of September, 
he captured tbe brig Atlanta, which he lent to the United Statea. 
From tbit period no tidings were ever heard of the Wup or her 
gallant crew. 

On tbe 24th of December, Clptain Stewart, in the Constitution, 
capture~ the brig Lord NelsOn, off Bermudu. Off Lisbon, he cap
tured the ship Susan, with a valuable cargo, aod seot her to the 
United 8141e8. On the 20th of February, 18 15, after an action 
of half an hour, be captured tbe frigate Cyanne, of thirty-four guns 
and one hundred and eighty men, and tbe sloop Levant, of twenty_ 
one guns and one hundred and fifty-eix men. 'l'he enemy 1031, in 
killed and wounded, seventy_seven; the Americans three killed, 
twelve wounded. The Levant was subsequently recaptured by a 
British aquldron. 

On the 16th of January, Commodore Decatur, in the President, 
WRS chased by the British blockading squndron, consisting of the 
Mlljellic of seventy gunl, and the Endymion, Pomona, and Tened08, 
,f fifty gunl each. At noon he had outsailed all except the Endy_ 

ox 
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mlOD, which he engaged at five in the afternoon, and after an action 
of two hours and a half, completely disabled her. But by this time 
lhe remainder of the fiet'! had Arrived within gunshot. and the gallant 
commodoTe was compelled to strike his colours. 

On the 23d of March, the Hornet aloop-of-war. of eigbteen guns, 
C.ptain Biddle, engaged the British brig Penguin, nnd lifter an action 
of fifteen minutes compelled ber In lurrender. Forty-two of the 
enemy were killed or wounded i the Hornet had one mlln killed 
and eleven wounded. Immt'diately afterwards, Capl4in Biddle was 
chued by a British seventy-four, hut" succeeded in escaping by 
throwing hi. gune and other heavy articles overboard . 

Meanwhile, negotiations for peace had been actively carried on at 
Ghent, and on the 24th of December. n trellly WM signed between 
tho ambassadoT3 of the two !Iation., and ratified by the Prince Re
gent of England, on the 2Sth of tho anme month. Being tmnsmitted 
to the Americsn government. it WIS approved by the President. with 
the advice and conlent of the Senate, on the 17th of February, 1815. 
This instrument .ecured to each nation all the places tllken by tbe 
nther during the war, with aome insignificant exceptions; made pr!> 
visions for regulating the boundnries of the United States and CaDll· 
da. IUld of securing peace with the [ndi:J.ns. Both parties agreed to 

unite tbeir be.t efforLl for t~e luppresaion of the alave trade. A 
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treaty regulati ng the commerce betWCH'n the two countries wu 
.igned at London on the 3d of July. and ratified by the Prellident on 
the 22d pf December. 

HE termination of h~tilitie, 
with Great Britain aB"ordei 
the Americans an opportu
nity to punish the Algerinei 
for their wanton insults upon 
our commerce :0 11::... Metli . 
ter"ulean . War was accord
ingly declared, and in June 
Decatur appeared off the 
Barbary coast wit·h Q can. 
siderable squadron . On the 
17th, he captured the AI. 
gerinefrigate Mazonda. kill· 

109 thirty of the crew, and taking (our hundred and six prisoners. 
H is own loss WDS bUI four men wounded. Two days alter, he cap. 
tu red an Algerine brig of twenty-two guns. Arriving in the harbour 
of Algiers on the 28th, he so intimidated the dey as to compel him 
immediately to sign a treaty, the lerms of which were more lenienl 
than had ever before beu granted by tbat nation to a foreign power 
Commodore Decatur then made a present of the captured frigate and 
brig to the dey. On his return he demanded and obtairn:d IIDtis 
faction of the Bey of Tunis and Bashaw of Tripoli, for violations 01 
their treatiee in permitting British "essels to remove from their pro 
tection American privllteers with their prizes. He amved safely in 
.he United States, November 12, 1816. 

The natlonal eventa at a CIvil nature during Ihfl period of the 
war were of but lillie hi!toric importauce. In the year following 
the conclusion of pt'acc, ( 181O,J Ind iana was admitted into tht' 
Union as a S1atc, and the charter of the United Statell Bank was ~ 
newed. In the ensuing filII, th e presidential election gave the offi ce 
of chief mllgis tmto ., Jorno:s Monroe, who entered upon ita dutic~ 
March 4.1817 . 

.. 
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ADML"fISTRATION 01' JAMES MONROE'. 

HE new President entered upon 
the dUliei of hi.e atalion under cir
tumllaDcea of great encourage
ment. Pence had been concluded 
with all belligerent powers, the 
great commotion. which had 80 

long diaturbed Europe had sub
aided, and the energies of tbe COUD

try were beginning to recover what 
had been loatduri ngthewar. Mr. 
Monroe devoted his exertion!! to 

the encouragement of manufactures and commerce, and in protecting 
tbe border scttlementa ngain81 incursions from the IndiaDS. In 1817 
the territory of Mississippi was (~rmed into a elate, and in the (ollow
ing year lllinois Wa! nls') ndmitted. Alabama and Maine were in 1\ 

little while aaded to the confederacy. 
In 1817, an indi.,.idunl styling bilDseJr "Citizen Gregor l\1cGrE'gor. 

Hrigadier.General of the nrmies of the United Pro"ince! of New 
Grenada and Venezuela, and Generol·in-Chief employcd co liberal" 
the provinccs of both lhe FloridllJ, eommi!sioned by the 8Upremf' 
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government or Mex ico and South America," mndl'd with a party or 
adventurl'rs at Amelia island. at thl' mouth or the St. Mary's rivl' t. 
These men lOOn showed that their object wa.!! outlawry and aggre.!!
aion; and when their mean.!! or perpetrating mischief were exhaustfil, 
they made the island a channel ror the illicit introduction of alave. 
rrom Africa to the United States, an asylum for fugitive slaves from 
the neighbouring slates, and a port for all kinds of smuggling. A 
similar eawbliahment, but more extensive, was instituted on an island 
in the Gulr of Mexico, nenr the Texan coast, under the command of 
an adventurer named Aury. 'I'hese two parties were lOOn after
wards united under the laller individual, who received a rurther 
acceasion to hia strength by the arrival or about twenty British offi
cers thrown out or emJlloyment by the general pacification of Europe. 
These outlaws conducted themselves in so outrageous a manner that 
the President was at length obliged to send against them a squadron 
and a battalion of artillery under Captain Henly. On the 22d or 
December he commanded Aury to evacuate the island with his com
pany. lesving property lUI he found it; which being complied with, 
possession was taken on the following day. 

Toward. the cJoee or tbe year General Jackson was ordered \0 

assume the command of Fort SCOll, so as: to keep in check the Semi
nole and other Florida Ind iana, who had lately shown . ymptoms of 
insurrection. These lavages had long been countenanced by the 
Spani~b authorities in their incursions into the United States, a cir
cumstance which made them peculiarly bold aDd reckleS! in the pro
secution of hostilities. Orte of their most aggravated acts was an 
attack upon a boat carrying a number of women and wounded sol
diers. under the direction of Lieutenant Scott. All who fell into their 
hands were murdered, and their scalps suspended from poles. The 
efforts to,atop these outrages having hitheno been productive of little 
good, General Jackson determined to invade Florida lind demand of 
the Spanish authorities satisfaction for their countenancing the In 
dinns. Accordingly, collecting a number or volunteers and others 
who had served unde r him at New Orleans, be advanced into the 
Indian counlry, defeated the savages in several skirmishes. and then 
marched with twenty-eight hundred men ror the Spanish fort of St. 
Marks. Here. contrary to his expectations, and to the reports whicb 
had led to the movement, he round no IndiaDs present. He took 
possession, however, and ehipped the garrison and authorities to Pen
sacola . One or tbe American veSilels lying off the COltst decoved 011 
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board the two chiefl Hillilhago and Hornet Henrico, both of whom 
were subsequently hung. 

ACKSON was now reinforced by fifteen 
hundred friendly Creeks, and with hi! 
whole force he marched against the towns 
belongi ng to the chief called Bowlegs. 
After cblUling IiI mounted Indians, be en
tered the villages, killed eleven negroes 
and Ind ians, and took two prisonertl. Here 
n person named Ambrieter was taken pri. 
lone r ; and, being accused of unlawfully 

aiding savages, wal tried by court-martial, together with one 
Arbuthnot, both of whom, being declared guilty, were hung. 

For this occu pation of a neutral territory Genern:1 Jackson was 
subsequenlly called to account; but the measure was defended by 
the Secretary of State, Mr. J. Q. Adams; and soon after all com
plaints on tbe part of tbe Spanish authorities were silenced by a 
treaty ceding Florida to the United States. 

Mr. Monroe, having been elec t~ to a second term of office, signed, 
in lB2-i, a treaty with Russia re lative to the north·western boundary, 
and anOlher with Great Britain relati,.e to the suppression of the 
African !!.lave tmde. The same year was signalized by the visit of 
Lafayette to our country . During bia stay he visited mOlt of the 
principal cities of the Union, and wa. e..erywbere received with the 
moet enthlUJiastic marks of respeet. Congreee. being in session. , oted 
him the sum of two hundred thousund dollars, and a township of laod 
six miles square. At Boston he witnessed the ceremony of laying 
the corner-stone of the Bunker Hill Monument. On the 7th or Sep
tember he sailed for Fmnce in tbe new friga te Bmndywine, expressly 
fined out for conveying him home. 

At tbe presidentilll election of this year, J, Q. Adams was chosen 
by the House of Representlltives, there being no choic, by the ptJpu
lar vote. 
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.ADlaIINISTRATION OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

HE peaceful administration of Mr. Adam., re
nowned for the enlarged views of ita chief offi. 
cer, his liberal political leneta, Bnd his respect 
for learning aod religion, afforda bUi little oppor
tunity for the parade of historic description. 

Soon after bis inauguraLiOfl he concluded B 

treaty with the Creeks. who ceded .U their 
land, lying in the atate of Georgia, for an equal extent of territory 
weat of the Mississippi. The Kansas tribe ceded all their land. 
lying in and around Miseouri, for the payment of an annual 8um of 
thirty-five hundred dollan for twenty yoors. A similar agreement 
WII made with the Great and Little Osages, who were to receive for 
their territoriel in Arkansas an annuity of seven thousand dollars for 
twenty yeart. 

In 1826. a general convention of peace, amity, navigation, and com
merce, wall concluded with the Republic of Columbia; and. in the 
following year, lIimilllr oneil with Denmark and Central America. 

On the 4th of July, 1S26, Il singular coincidence took place in the 
death of the two ex-Presidenlll. Adams and Jefferson-the one at 

Guincy, in tbe ninety-first year of his age; the other at Monticello. 
in hi, eigbty-third year. Each of these remarkable men had lit'ed 

, 
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10 see their exertions for human righlll crowned with the happiest 
success j and, after having been elevated to the highest office in the 
gift of the people, both expired on the Mme day, just half a century 
after signing the Declaration of Independence at Philadelphia. 

In 1828, a new tariff law was paS8Cd by Congress. which met 
with much opposition in the south . This tariff was very unpopular 
in the southern Slales, where Ihtl policy was considered unconstitu 
tional and oppressive j but it continued in force for years, notwith 
alan ding the complaints of iLs opponcnlll. 

As the season fo r 0. new election of president approached, a slrong 
party was formed in fa vou r of General Jackson , who had been one 
of the candidates opposed to Mr. Adams at the previous election 
Great efforts were used by each party , and the contest was mosl 
ani mated . The result was the defeat of Mr. Adams, and the election 
of General Jackson IlS President, llnd Mr. Calhoun as Vice.President, 
by a vote in the Illeclorai college. of one hundred and seventy·eight 
to eighty-three. 

• 




CHAPTER XLV. 

A.DMINISTRATION OF ANDREW JACKSON. 

G
ENERAL JACKSON'S 

! administration 'oVas one of 
the most important in the 
history of the country; and 
it! strong features relJ ul~d 

from the decided character of the 
man . His immense personal popu
larity and his unflinching deter
mination enabled him to carry every 

:;;;::==:=::;',,1.. important measure which he pro
pO!ed. He WIlS always in advance 

of bis party in his opinions on public policy i and in the cabinet, as 
in the field, he led where othors hardly dared to follow. 

On his first accession to office he boldly dismissed a larger number 
of the public functionllrics than usunl on II change of administration , 
and lilled tbe vaco.nciu tbus created with his political friends . 

Regarding the management of internal improvemco\.s by the gene
ral go\'ernmcnt as of dangerous lendency, Ihe President on Ibe 271h. 
of May, 1830, refufhld to Bign the bill aUlhori2ing a subscription to 
tbe Btock of tbe Maytville and Lexington Road Company in Ken 
lucky; and thul pronounced tbe lubsequent policy of the govern 
meat on thi, important question. 

'" 
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In 1832, he adopted the same course with reference 10 the re 
cha.rtering of tbe United State. Bank, and thua prevented ils hei0l: 
rechanered &8 a national in8litution. with features which are now 
considered exceptionable by all partiea in the country. 

In the epring of 1832, the SacI, FoxeI, SlId Winnebagoea in 
Wisconsin Territory commenced a war under the direction of Blae 
Hawk, which was speedily te rminated by the vigorous action of Ihl:! 
govemment, and the chief was captured and laken 10 Washington. 

During the same eventful year, the Siale of Somb Carolina, in 
convention, .lIlumed Ii position of direct antagonism to the general 
government on the tariff question, aDd threatened a withdrawal from 
the Union. The President boldly met 1118 issue i and hi~ proclama_ 
tion announcing bis detennination 10 enforc~ obedience to the laws 
received cbe cordial approval and lupport of Mr. Webaler and tbo 
ocher great leaden: of the opposition. To advocate the poaition • 	 wbicb Soutb Carolina maintained with ability, her m061 distin
guished statea:man, Mr. Calhoun, ruigned hi' office of Vice.Preli 
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•..6nt, and was elected to a seat in the Senate. The period was OUIt 

of intense excitement, and men were hourly expecting to lee the 
lint bloodshed of a civil war. Fortunately for the country. Mr. 
Clay, the great alate,man of Kentucky, introduced his celebrattld 
compromise bill, providing for the gradual reduction of dUlies till the 
year 1843, when they were to reach 10 the level of twent), per cent. 
This measure enllbled tbe opponents of the tariff to retire with dig 
nity from the menacing position which they bad asswned, and the 
vexed question was laid at rest (or a season. On the 4th of March, 
1833. General Jackson entered upon the second tenn of hia Presi
dency; Martin Van Buren bei ng Vice·Presidem. 

In 1833, LIla commercial and monetary affairs of the country were 
considerably disturbed in consequence of the misunderstanding be
tween the President and the managers of the United States Bank 
Each party charged ilie other with disregarding the illteres18 of the 
people in the ",uggl., for victory, The President was very 8trongly 
solicited to rellilOre the government deposiu which he had caused to 
be removed from the bank; but having become convinced that the 
continuod existence of the bank itself, conitituted and managed a8 

it waa, would be injurious to the coumry, he remained firm in hia 
purpo8e lO separate it from all connection with the gOl'emment, 
The bank obtained &. new charter from the Slate of Pennsylvania, 
and suhtequently railed. In his determination lO oppose the bank, 
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the President was strongly 8upported in both houses of Congress; 
Mr. BeDlon, in the Senate, being panicularly acli~e in the cause. 

In 183·1, the President informed Congren that the French Cham
ber of Deputies had rejected the bill for indemnifying the U niled 
818lea for losses BU5tained under the action of the Berlin and Milan 
decrees. His message OD the 8ubject suggested retaliatory meas· 
ures, breathing throughout a determination to inai61 upon indemnifi· 
cation. The French reasmed this language, and withdrew their 
minist.er; but subsequently paid the indemnity. 

In tbe summer of this yoar aome unhappy disturbancea occurred 
with the Florida Indiana, and a small force under General Clint:h 
was ordered agail\8t them. Little was done by either party until 
the 28th of December, when Major Dade, with a detachment or 
seven officers and ono hundred and hYO privates was sUfl/rised by 
a hody or Indians and negroes, tbe whole number, except four, mur. 
dered, and the dead bodie, subsequently stripped and muti lated. 
This was followed by like outrages on a smaller scale, which, during 
the whole of J ackson's second term, rcndered the territory of Florida 
a field of bloodshed. 

At the pre,ideUlial ejection in 1836, Martin Van Buren Wat 

chosen President, and Richard M. Jobnson Vice· President 

http:minist.er


CIIAP'fER XLVI. 

ADMINISTRATION OJ' MARTIN VAN DUREN. 

•HE spirit of speculation, which seems periodically 
to .isil great commercial coontries, had been 
abrood in the United State1! during the Jatter part 
of General lackron', administration. The conse· 
quen! Te,ulaion commenced on the very day when 

he left the chair of state. The usual consequences followed. 
Thousands of merchants failed, and the bonks throughout the 
country suspended specie payments. The new President 
thoughllhat the emergency wRrranted an extraordinary ses

sion of Congress, which, accordingly, commenced in September, 
1631; and, duri ng a session of forty days. passed several bills for 
the relief of the government, which had itself become emoorraued . 
T he iuue of treasury notes WII! authorized. and an unsuccessful 
attempt was made to establish what is called an independent trea
sury, transacting its affairs in sjlecie. and having no connection with 
banks. 

The \\-u.r in Florida was continued during the whole of this 
administmtion. but finally was ended, by the subjugation DC the 
Seminole tribes, and tht'ir subsequent removal west of tbe Minis 
sippi . In 1831, the border conflicts, originating from the sym 
patby of many of our citizens with the Canadian patriots, incretl.aed 

~ ZY 6~ 
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to luch an extent as e,..entually threatened a direct collision with 
England. This general feeling Wal aggravated by an attack of the 
British upon the American steamer Caroline, which they set on 
~ • and It'nt over the Falla. This led to an angry correspondence 

tween the English minister and the Seeretary of State, but eventu
ally the matter was dropped. Subsequently there lroae vexatious 
disputes concerning the Maine boundary, during which, citizena on 
each side of the line arrayed themselvcs in military costume, and 
occasionally came into open collision. The President isalled a pro
clamation, forbidding all citizcns of the United States to take part in 
these disturbances, and appointing General 'Winfield Scott all super
intendent of the northern border until the question of boundary could 
be settled . The prevention of wnr between the two countries was 
in a great measure owing to the efforts of that officer. 

CONVEN"lON for determining the bound
ariea with Texas WII concluded al Wash
ington, April 26, 1831. T reaties were 
also concluded with Pero, the Bolivian 
Confederacy, and the K ing of Greece. 
These were followed by fresh difficulties 
with Great Britain,and Congreu authorized 

'i;~~ the President to mise a provisional army. 
tI appropriated money for fOl1ilieatioDl and 

for the repair of the national vessell, and the building of new ones. 
At the same time, special commiuioners were appointed by both 
paniel to settle the dispute by negotiation. 

The greater ponion of Van Buren's administration Wit! occupier! 
by his efforts to establish an independent treasury, into which the public 
money~ were to be deposited, after removal from the state banks. 
T he cohections were to be made in gold and silver. The measure 
wal finally passed on the eve of the President's retirement from 
office. 

The commercial revulsion in the country having produced a 
chnnge of politica, the pany opposed to the administration suc
ceeded in electing their presidential candidate, Geneml W. H. Har
rison, [November, 1840,] by a large majority. John Tyler was 
chosen Vice-Pte8ident. 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 

ADxnru>TRA'l'IONS OJ' HARRISON AND TYLER. 

ENERAL HARRISON 
was inaugurated as Presi· 
dent on the 4tb of March. 
184 1. His services in the 
war of 18 12 had gi"t"t:n him 

popularity, and his subsequent discharge 
of the duties of several important diplG
matic offices had inspired confidence 
in his abilities as B. statesman. His in
augural address was an able paper, and 
received the approval of his political 

friend s. The cabinet appointments were judicious. That of Mr 
\Vebster, IU Secretnry of State, ultimntely proved very fortunnte 
But ere the President could give any farther indication of his courae 
of act io n-in one short month after his inauguration [April 4th, 1841J 
he died . after a short illness, in the sixty.fifth year of his age. Mr. 
Tyler. the Vice-P resident, was his constitutional successor, and im· 
mediately entered upon the duties of his !fUllion. . 

General Hnrrison had called an extra session of Congress. which 
met on me 27th. of May. The Independent Tr8lUJury Act wu re

A' 
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pealed; and two several bills for establishing a new United States 
Bank, after passing both houses of Congre!!. wt're defeated by the 
veto of tbe President. This caused a total rupture between Mr. 
Tyler and the party by whom he bad been elected; and the mem
bers of tbe cabinet. with tbe exception of Mr. Webster. immediately 
retired from office. 

About this time. Alexander McLeod. accused of being concerned 
;n tbe attack upon the ill-fated Caroline, waa arrested in New York, 
and the demand of the British mini.ter for his release was refused . 
Great Britain assumed a belligerent attitude, but his tria! took piau 
at Utica in October. Fonunately for the cause of peace. he was at;. 
quitted, and thus one incentive to war between tbe two countries was 
removed. But as several questions of an irritating nature were still 
pending between the two governmcnta, Lord Ashburton was sent by 
the British Prime Minister, as a special ambassador, with fuil powers 
to effect an amicable adjustment. [-Ie was met, on tbe plln of the 
United States. by Mr. Webster, Secretary of State , and the negotia
uon, lasted from April to August, on the 9th of which month the 
two ministers concluded a treaty, settling the line of the north-eastern 
boundary bya minute geographical description of the country through 
which it WIlS to run, and also providing for the suppression of the 
slave t~de. This treaty waa approved by the two government$, and 
immediately after, Mr. Webster resigned hill seat in the presidential 
cabinet. On the 31st of August, Congrellll adjourned, after amos' 
laborious session, of which tbe mOllt imperlUnt act WI\S Ii genera 
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oonkrupt Jill\'. which, however. was repeliled, after bemg II few 
months in opeTll tion. 

The Jast IIct of Mr. Tyler's admini~tration wa~ the passage of a 
joint resolution by both houses of Congress, for the annexation of 
'rexl\S to the United States. This wa~ signed by the President on 
the 3d of March, 1841), and on the following day, Jamel K. Polk, 
of Tennessee. took his lellt !l9 chief magistTllte of the Union, having 
been elected by the democratic party in November. Before giving 
an Ilccount of the succeeding administration, we will notice the rise 
and progresa of the republic of TeX8!J, which, at the period which 
we havfl now ~eached beCllme one of the slates of tho Union . 

• 




CHAPTER XLVIII. 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. ,. H E slate and tem tory 
now forming pnrt of the 
American Union, under 
the name of TexllS. was, 
lIn1illl. comparatively reo 
cent period, a portion of 
Mexico; and, as such, 
formed one of the ori · 
giMI Spanish American 
colonies. No attem pt 
WllS made to seule it by 
any European power for 

Inore than a century after the conquesl of Corlt's. fn 1685. the 
French adventurer La Salle baving been carried 10 tilt, coast, built 
there a fort, aDd took posseuion of the country for F rance; he IVUS 

8ubsequemly killed, and his colony broken up; bUI ever after From' • ... 
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meludt!d what is now called Texas within the boondanes of Loui,i

ana. In the yHor, 1690-2, some Spanisb missions were established 

along the coesl, including, among others, the present town of San 

Antonio de ' Benr. In 1763, Louisiana. jn~ludjng Texas, was 

ceded to Spain; but in 1800 it again reverted to France, lind 


. thua a fruilful lOuree of dispute was afforded by the question or 

boundary. 

Texas took an active part in tbe revolution whieh freed .Mexico 
from Sptlin; bUlthe nArrative of her sufferings and triumphs 01 this 
time l:ielongs mther to the history of the former cbuntry thRn to her 
o\vn. It was this mo\'ement thllt, by drawing ndvenlUri':rs from the 
Unitt!d Stotes, fjr~ opt!ned to our country D. knowledge of the advan
tages Rnd resources of Tens; and principally through the efforts of 
our people were the 1'exnne nnd Mexicans enabled to Ilchi~ve the 
victorit'~ of Goliad, 8e;(lIr, Medina, Rnd others. 

'rhe trenty of 1819. by which Spain ceded Florida to the Uoit.ed 
Statea, fixed the &bine river as the boundary between Louisiana nnd 
Tens. When Muito" achieved her independence, emigranla from 
the Uniled Stalea flocked into Ihe taltor telTitory. so that in D. little 
while the population assumed all the distinguish~g characteristiCll 
of our w6etern states. ODe of the most inftuential of these seltlers 
was Mr. Samuel Austin, after whom the present capital is named. 
Much of the early prosperity of the eolony may be attributt.od to hi. 
inftuente, In 1S24 Texas was united to Coahuila, both forming one 
state of the Mexican confederacy, From this time thE' population 
increased so rapidly as to alarm the Muican authorities, Rnd ,pro
cure the puuage of sevemllaws restricting the privileges of foreign 
emigrants. and rendering the loeal government more and more 
severe, So arbitrnry was the conduct of the authorities, Ihat in 
1832 a revolt took place, which resulted in driving Colonel 
Bradburn, eommandant of the military post of Anahuac, from the 
country. 

In August, 1833, Austin visited the city of Me;t;ieo for Iho pur· 
pose of preeenting to the supreme government a petition on the part 
of Tens for a srparotion from Coahuila, and the formation of an inde
pendent state governmE'DI. This gave great offence to the authori· 
ties; and when Austin, wearied by delaya, wrole 10 tbe TO;!xnns 10 

assume the responsibility or organizing the required government, he 
was arrested and thrown into priMm. Nelvs of !.his proceeding pro
duced the greatest ferment in Ten.. and aoon .... ve rise to a party . 67 e
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who declared their determination to separate, If p088ible. from the 
motber country. A political condition bordering on anarchy COD

linued, until iDtelligt'Dce of the adoption of the "13lao of 1'olueo." 
abolishing the alate gtlvernments, and subatituting a central for II 

federal republic. was received. About the same time Austin re
turned (mm his long imprisonment. The people of Texas now 
refused their assem to the change in government, denouncing 
Santa Anna, the centm] president, os II. Iyrant and usurper, 
and declaring their determination of adhering to the constitution 
of 1824. In September, 1835, their central committee of safety, 
of which Austin IVIl II chairman, recommended the organization 
of militia and volunleer companies, and an immediate appeal 
to arms. 

Mexico had not been blind to Ihese 
movements ill the disaffected province. 'iVith cha
racteristic promptitude Santa Anna had been ord er
ing forces lind suppliee to the frontier, and in Sep
tember General Cos arrived with 11 considerable anny 
at San Antonio de Benr. From this place he sent 

Iwo hundred men to Gonza les, for the purpoee of seizing a piece of 
cannoD, which the iohabitanUl had refused to surrender. This force 
WIIS IItiacked, October 2, by one hundred and aixty-eight Texans, 
totally defeated, and driven to\\'ards Bexar. This success wns 
followf'd on the 8th by tbe capture of Goliad, with ten thou
Eilnd dollars' worth of stores. two brase cannon, lind three hun
dred small arms. The ll.8IIlilanta numbered fifty, under Captain 
CollinSlvorth. 

On the 20th of October, three hundred Texans, under Austin, took: 
position within five miles of Bexar, in order to await reinforcements 
preparatory to an attack. On the 27th, ninety-two of their number, 
under Colonel Bowie and Captain Fannin. were attacked by a supe
rior Mexican force, which they repulsed with loss. The sijlge of 
Bexar continued with but little progreSll until the 5th of December. 
when n separate volunteer force of three hundred men, under the 
veteran Milam, assaulted the works in two columns, took: possession 
of twO houses, und then worked their way from room to room in the 
interior, at the &lme time ahooting the Mexicans from their guns 
through the windows. in tbis manner the baule was continued fo r 

, SlX days, when General COl agreed to capitulate. A large quantity 
of cannon, storea, aDd provisiona, was given up. while Cos und his 
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men were dismissed on parol. Thml ended the first Mexican Inva
sion of Texas. 

'I~AN 1,VllU"E Austin had been sent to the United 
States as commissioner, and Samuel Houston suc
ceeded him as commander-in-chief of the revolu
tionary forces. But a still harder struggle thaD 
that just terminated awaited the 'I'e.J:ans. On the 
first of February, 1836, Santa Anna marched from 

Saltillo towards the Rio Grande with eight thousand men, , 
and a large train of anillery, provisions, and 1II0res. On 
the 23d he nppt'ared with the greater part of his forcei 
before San Antonio de Bexar. The garrison, of one hun· 

dred lind fifty men, under William B. Trevis, retired to the Alamo, 
I\nd called upon the provisional government and neighbouring region 
for reinforcements, Here they were besieged by four thousand lIIen, 
and during two weeks sustained thelllseives against all the elfolll! of 
the enemy , aa well as the mvages of wt'llriness and fumine, with a 
fortitude which haa few parallels in modem history. The workl 
were finally taken by assault, [March 6,J and the whole garrison, 
except a woman and II. negro, put to the sword, The dead bodies, 
after having been lubjected to the grossest indecencit'l, were thrown 
inlo a heap, and bu med. The loss of the enemy has been estimated 
at from one thousand to fifteen hundred men, 

On the 2d of March, a convention of delegates from aU parts ofTel81 
published a declaration of independence and total separation from the 
Mexican republic, A national constitution wes formed on the 11th ; 
and David G, Burnell, of New Jersey, chosen provisional President. 

During the liege of the Alamo, General Urrea, with one division 
cif the l\'lexican army, was msrching along the coast, where he cap
tured two parties of 'I'CIaol, under Colouel Johnson and Captain 
King. Johnson lind a few others escaped; but all the others were 
put to death. A third pliny, under Colonel Ward, wes soon after
wards obliged to .uneuder, 'I'he gnrri~on of Goliad, under Colonel 
Fannin, after evacuating that place, were pursued and surrounded by 
Urrea', forccs, and finaJJy obl iged to capitulate, on promise of being 
treated al priloneu of war. But, on being returned to Goliad, they, 
with Ward', detachment, amounting in all to about four hundred 
men, were shot. 

The newl of thil outrage created throughout the United States 
f~linga of the strongest sympathy and indignation, Volunteer, 

• 
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rushed to the assistance of the lutrering patriOUl in Inch number.ll 
that General Houaton soon found himself in a situation to assume 
the offensive. On the 21st of A pril, wjlh aoout eight hundred 
men, be came up with Santa Anna', force of sixteen bundred men 
at the San Jacinto river. lAte in the .nernoon 8 battle 11188 com
menced by a furious charge of canlfY to the banJe-ery of "Re
member the Alamo." So resistless WIS tho onset, thai in fifteen 
minutes the enemy" camp was CArried. and his soldien flying 
in all directions. 'l'be rout was total- six bundl':E'd and thirty 
of the Mexicans being killed, two hundred and e;ight w~u nded, 
and seven hundred and thirty'made prisonel:ll. The T exans lost 
but eight killed, ond seventeen wounded. 1 I General Sanla Anna 
was among the prisoners. He immediately concluded 3n a;r misti~e 
!With General Houslon. by the terms of which the: McxiCQ n forces then 
in TeUls were immediately ordered to depart. Thia was effected 
under the direction of General Filisole. Soon after. Santa Anna 
ligned a secret treoly with President Burnett. recogniline: the inde
pendence of Texas, and eltablilhing the Rio Grande as a. boundary . 

........I>c~ ARLY in September. the new government went 
into operation, by the election of General Houston 
as the firat con8tiLUlionai President, and Mirabeau 
B. Lamar 811 Vice-Pre8ident. At the IIIme time 
tbe people expreued. their de8ire to be admitted. 
U a ltate, into the American Union; and a minis
ter W811 appointed 10 negotiat8 81 W uhiDgton for 

that purpoae. On the 3d of March, 1837, the independence of Texas 
was a~lcnowledged by the United States; hut the proposal for annexa
tion reeeiTed no action. Meanwhile the Mexican Congress had dis
avowed the treaty signed by Santa Annn, and tbat chief himself dill
claimed it when once more restored to liberty. Thus the war Mill 

• continuing, excuraions into the territory on the borders were fre
quently rnll.d e by both nations, and a 'yslem of harnging warflll1' waa 
carried on, alike Un88.ti8faclo ry and ferocious. In the notable npe

'ditions agai nst Mier and Santa Fe the 'J'exan parties we~e I.o.lcen 
prisonef!l, marched into Muico, and subjected to treatment at which 
humanity recoils. Noth ingdeci.ive W!IS, however, effe~ted; although. 
among foreign nation .. T uae was geuerally a~knowledged and dealt 
with 8JJ a sovereign nation. 

Notwithstanding the' failu re or their first proposal for annexation 
to the U~.lted Statea. the people of Tnaa continued to ~he.nsh the 

• 
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proJect, and from time to time attempted to bring about its ex&
, 	 cution. At length, under the presidency of General Houston, 

in 1846, a joint resolution to that effect passed the United States 
Congreaa. [February 28,] and was signed by President Tyler on 
the 3d or March. It was accepted by the constitutional conven· 
tion or Texas on the 4th of July of the same year; so that rrom 
that date the history Dr Texas is merged in that of the great Arne
~ican republic. 



I 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

ADMINISTRA.TION OF' JA.MES K. POLK.-oPBNINO OF THE 1£E3:

IOA..'i WAR. 

RESlDENT POLK bad been elected by the 
political party favourable to the annexation of 
Texas; and his finlt IIct Will to lay before the 
government lind citizens of the newly acquired 
territory the firsl and second sections of the 
joint reeolUliOl'l for their approva1and acceptance. 

This being complied with, the American Con
greas, on the 29th of December, 1845, admitted 

Texas into the confederacy liS II sovereign atate. During the IIllrne 

session, thtl tarilT Jaw of 1842 wlla repealed, and anodlar substituted, 

which considerably reduced the duties on many articles. The 
measure met with the determined opposition of Ihe minority, lind 
Willi carried in the Senate only through the cllsting vote of the Vice

President, Mr. Dallas. Its opponents claimed that it was insuffi. 
cient both for revenue and protection. 

Another important measnre of the early part of this adminis
tration, waa the establillhment of an independent treasury, such as 
had ensted under the administration of Mr. Van Buren. A ahon 
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time previous to this measure, the qucstion concerning the northern 
boundsry line of Oregon had been settled. The President had 
claimell the whole of this ter;itory, up to 540 40'; the Britiah 
IUIserted an equal right with tb~ United Slates, and the two Govern
ments 60a1ly agreed on the 49th parallel. 

Meanwhile, the relation! between our country and Mexico wen! 
doily growing more criticul, io consequence of the act which deprived 
the latter power of all hOlle of ever again regaining her authority in 
Telas. From the 6rst inlimations of the project of onnexation, she 
had used all ber influence to defeat it; and when the action of tl'le 
joint resolution was consummated, sbe, through her minister. dl!
elored it to be "an acl.of aggression the mOllt unjust which Clln be 
found recorded in tho nnnnis of modern history-namely, thut 'of 
despoiling a friendly nation, like Mexico, of a considerable portion of 
her territory." Soon after, the minister was withdrawn. So strong 
wsa the popular feeling throughout that country. that President 
BerreTH, wbo wss disposed toward an amicable adjustment of the 
difficulty, was loudly denounced as a traitor, and a strong party, 
headed by General Paredes, raised against him. Anxious for peace, 
Herrera consented to receive a minister from the United SUltes, 
elothed with fult powen; hUI before negotiations could be opened, 
his administration had ended, and the Dew PresideDt, Paredes, re
fused to listen to overtures of peace. 

Previous to this, President Pol!.::, [March 21, 1846,] had issued 
orders to Geneml Zachary Taylor, to prepare tho troops at FOR 
Jeuul), where he commanded, for marching into Texas sa soon al 
required . Soon after, the gt'nernl wtUI instructed to take up a 
fl\vourable position in that territory, which he did by occupying 
Corpus Christi, on the Gulf of Mexico. After remaining here until 
the following spring, he waa ordered to take up a position on the 
Rio Graude-tbe American Government claiming that rh'er as ilie 
boundary. On tho 8th of !\farch, he broke up his camp, and moved 
wward lhat river, tuking posse89ion, in his route, of Point ISl\bel, 
as a depot for his public stores. Hefore reaching it, he had been 
met by two small parties of J\luicans, one of which fled, after a 
show of resisting his pauage of the Arroya Colorado, and the 
other, a civil deputatiou, after protesting in the nam~ of the local 
government, against the occujlStion of ilieir terrilOry,letired to Mata· 
moru. Geoeral T aylor left a small force under Msjor Monroe, Ilt 

Point laabel, with directions to fonify the place in the btlst manner 

, l 
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possible. It had been set on fire by the Mexican" but the ftamell 
were extinguish~d, and the authorities and straggling soldiers driven 
away by a detachment of drogoons under Colonel Twiggs. At 
eleven o'clock, .... M., of March 2S, tbe American army reacbed tbe 
& 0 Grande, and planted the notional flag opposite Matll.mont$. On 
the sarne day, Colouel 'Vorth was lent IICross thu river with de-
spatches for .the authoritie,; but his interview with the prefect and 
Olher officeril was producti.,e.of notbing ~ecisiv8. 

The tirst care of the American general was the er~ction uf the 
system of defences subsequently known lIS Fort Brown. At the 
same time, the Mexicans raised batteries and mounted CIIllnon, for 
a considerable distance ailing the river. As yet. howe.,er. war had 
not been procloimed by either government, nor had aoy thing oc 
curred to interrupt the friendly relation, hitherto exi8ling between 
the two nations. 

On the 100h of'April, Colonel Cross. quarter-master geneml of lhe 
army of occupation, wu murdered by a bond of outlaws, while 
riding trom camp. to take hia cU8toma ry doily exercise. His body 
was not recovered until the 21st. Me/\Owhile, Lieutenant P:mer 
and three others, who. with a small party, had been sent out to 
reconnoitre, were waylaid and killE'd, 

On the 28th. General Taylor received information thnt the Meu
cans were crossing the river, both abovtl and below the fort. In 
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order to be uti!fied of the correctness of thie report, he despatched 
Captain Kef with a small parly. 10 the landing below, and Caplain 
Thornton to that above. 'l'he forme r soon returned without seeing 
an enemy. Thornton', parly fell into an ambush. \\'IIS completely 
surrounded. and soon after separated into two portions. Tho cap
lain'lI horae, being se ..erely wounded. leaped the chaparral fence 
which enclosed him, and ran at full speed toward the American 
camp. Both, however, were captured. and taken into Jlatamora,. 
Meanwhile, the party now commanded by Captain Hardee, after fight
ing with great bravery, was overpowered by numbers, and induced to 
surrender, all a promise of good treatment. Soon after tbt'Se acci
dent", the Mexicans crossed the Rio Grande in large numbers, and 
spread tbemrelyes between General Taylor's camp and that of Major 
Monroe, thull cUlling' off!.he communication between them. 

On ascenaining the danger of his main depot, Genera[ Taylor r6
.IIolved on marching immediately to its relief. ,Vith the grealer pan 
of hi, army, he left his camp on the Isto{ May, and arrived at Point 
Isabel on the evening of the 2d, having met with no opposition from 
the Mexican.ll. A regiment of infantry, and two companies of artil 
[cry, were left at the river fort. under the command of Major JlIcob 
Brown. 

Intelligence of the hostile operations of the MexicanI' having becl: 
transmitted to the .IIeat of government, the (acts were formally an
nounced to Congre8.11 by II. message of the Prcsidem, on the 11th of 
May, 1846, On the 19th, Congress passed an act declaring the cxill
ence of war between the two republics, empowering the PrC$iden. 
to accept the aervices of fifty thousand volunteers, and appropriating 
tcn millions or dollaf3 to defray erpenses.. Thua authoti:.t.ed, the ex· 
ecutive inued a proclamation, in,oking the aid of the nation in car 
tying Oil the war. 
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CHAPTER L. 

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 

HE departure of Grneral1'aylor {rom 
the fort opposite Mnlamofll! was the 
!ignal {or the opening of the war. 
Early on the morning 01 l\Iny 3, 
the Mexican ooueriee in Matamoros 
commenced a heavy fi re upon the 
river fort , which continued the greater 
part of the day, and was nnswered at · 

\Olen';! ls by the garrison. One sergennlll'as killed. and con~idera ... 
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Injury done to tentl and otber articles witbin the fort, The auacll' 
wae renewed on the 6th, the assa.ilants having erected a field battery 
during the night, and drawn up a large reserve force in rear of thl! 
American works, for the purpose of stonning them . 1'be bomhard
ment continued during the greater part of the morning, and was re
newed with much spirit on the 6th. On tbe forenoon of tbis day; 
Major Brown was mortally wounded, by tbe bursting of a shell 
from the enemy's batteries, and the command devolved on Captain 
Hawkins. In the afternoon, that officer waa summoned to surren
der, and on his refusin g, the assault was renewed, and continued 
durin g that and the following day. It was kept up at intervals on 
the 8th, until the sound of cannon, from the direction of Point l$Obel, 
arrested the attention of both parlies. 

Gent'ml Taylor, as has already been stated, arrived lit Point Isabel 
with Ihe greate r part of his army, on tbe 2<1. After plncing the for
lificaliuliS in the best stale of defence, and taking all other precau
tions necessary to the sc<:urity of the post, he again marched for the 
river fori, i\ lay 7. Afler advllncing shom seven miles, the army 
bivoullclied on the opt'n plain, and resumed iL, march on the follow 
ing morning. At noon, the Advance reached Ihe watering-place of 
Palo Aho, near which the Mexican army WWJ drawn up acrou the 
road, in order of battle, Here General Taylor halted, in order to 
afford his troops an opportunity to refresh themsch'es with cold 
water, preparatory to forming the line. T he i\lexican army Wat 

plainly ."i,ibla across the proirie-their lefl, composed of a heal'Y 
cavulry force, occupying the road, tesling upon Ibl! thicket of chap. 
arral, whiltl maues of infuntry, greatly outnum bering the American 
forces. wert' on thtl right. 

At two o'clock the American~ moved forward by heads of columns, 
their eighteen·pound baltery following the rood. At the same tillltl 
Lieutenant BJak~ and Another officer made a close and dQring reCOil ' 
noiseu.nctl of the enemy 's line, which resulted in the discovery of 
sevctlll ooltcries of artillery in the intervQls of their infantry an!l 
cavalry, These guns 800n opened upon the American line, and were 
answered by all Generol Taylor's artillery. As the Mexican fi re !lid 
little execu tion, their cavalry endeavoured to pass round Mine neigh. 
bouring chaparral , in order to outHank the American right; bUI this 
movenlent 1\'88 defeated by the active cxerliolUl of Captain Walker's 
\'olunlecf!J, aided by some artillery under Captain Ridgely. So viC). 
lent 'vas the cannonading OD both sides, that the gran I)f the I'roirie 
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was bred, the smoke from whieh hid the armies from each other, 
and caused a suspension of hostilities for nearly an hour. This 
interval gave opportunity to each general to form a new line of 
baule, so that when the atmosphere became cleat the action was 
resumed with increased vigour. The slaughter among the dense 
masses of cavalry wu very great; while, on the otber hand, Major 
Ringgold , chief artillerist of the Americans, was mortally wounded, 
and several of the infantry killed. Thl;l firing continued with but 
little intermission until dark , when the Mexicons withdrew into the 
neighbouring chaparral. The whole engagement had been Olle of 
artillery; for, althgugh the enemy's CAvalry made several attempts 
upon the American flank, they were in no instance nea r enough to 
risk a charge; and the discharge of small arms towards the close of 
tho sction W88 of but short continuance and of little effect . The 
loas of ~he Americans was nine killed, and forty-aix wounded and 
mlssmg. T heir total force wal nearly twenty-nine hundred; that 
of the Mexicans about six thousand. Both armies encamped for tbe 
night on or around the baule-field. 

On the morning of the 9th , the Mexicans were discovered movmg 
by their left flank 10 as to gain a new poeilion on the road to Mata
moras, and there again resi" the advances of the Americans. Gene
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1'.. 1Tay l, r immediately prepared for ~\tlc, by ordering his stlpply 
.rni n packed, lind leaving with it four pieces of artillery, and sending 
his wounded to Point habel. T~en halting hi~ columns at the edge 
cf the chllparrnl which extend!! several miles towllrds the Rio Granda, 
h(' thTl'lV forward some light troopa nnd infantry: under Captain 
McCall, to reconnoitre the thickets, and report in case of meeting nn 
enemy. 'l'h" captain aoon came upoa small bodies of infantry posted 
in the chaparral, who immediately opened upon him with muaketry 
and, '" endeavouring to advance, he found himself in fr(lnt of a large 
portion oftha Mexican amlY. This being reponed te General Tay
lor. he ordered forward luccessive portions of his army. who, imme
diately cloaing with the Mexican forces. soon brough,t on a general 
engagement. The enemy being securely pealed in almost impene
trable tblckefS, and having their ootleries planted in a raTine which 
crossett -.nI. commanded the road, fought with an ob!tinacy Taft' 
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among MexlI:ftn troops, and yielded their ground only when dnven 
inch by inch with the bayonet. Their artillery continued to pour ftD 
incessant shower of grape and canister shot into the Amt'ricnn ranks. 
As the result of the battle depended upon the possession of Ibe~ 
guns, Captain May was ordered to charge the batteries with his 
~uadron of dragoons, which he did in gallant etyle. sweeping the 
artillerists from their posts, and driving back tbe supporting infantry. 
Several of the cavalry were killed. while La Vega, a Muican gene· 
ral, was taken prisoner. Soon alier the eighth infantry arrived to 
May's assistance, and succeeded in securing tho guns and driving 
the Mexicans from the leli of the rond o The enemy were fi nally 
repulsed at every point; and. leaving their camp and baggage, they 
fled precipitately towards the river. Being hOlly punucd. numbers 
were killed in the flight, and many more drowned in attempting to 
cross the Rio Grande. The appronch of Geneml 'raylor's army was 
hailed by the garrison lit little Fort Brown with the most enthusiastic 
npplause, and tbe two eighteen·pounders within tho! fort were opened 
upon the flying enemy. After providing for his wounded, General 
Taylor bivouacked ncar the river bank. within vicw of MalamorBlJ 
and the garrison under Captain Hawkins. 
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The marching (orce o( the Americans on this day was rather more 

tban twenty.two hundred, but the number actuallyengtlged in the 
battle IIppeara to have been no greater than seventeen hundred. 
The Melican force probe.bly numbered ai.x thousand men, IlD they 
had been reinfoteed during the night by bodies of infantry and 
cavalry. General Taylor's loss Will thirty·nine killed, including 
three officers, and eighty·three wounded. The loss of the Mexicans 
in both baltles Is ~stimated by General Taylor at one thousnnd men . 

Had General Taylor possessed the means necessnry for crossing 
the ril'er, he could ellDily have completed h'is victory by the capture 
of Matamoras. This. however. he WIIS unable to do until the 18th. 
Meanwhile an exchange of prisoners restored Captain Thornton and 
his men to the Americans; while. about the slime time, Majors 
Brown lind Ringgold died of weir wounds. Bnrita, a small but im. 
portant post below Matam oras, was taken possession of on the 16th 
by Lieutenant·Colonel Wilson and 0. considerable body of infantry. 
Three days arter, the general crossetl with his whole army. and 
demondI'd lUI unconditional surrender of tbe city. After lome delay 
this demand was complied with . The American flag was suhlttituted 
fo r the Mexican, and a new civil government formed. at the bead of 
which was Colonel Twiggs. Ariata, with the wbole Mexican army. 
had evacuated the city on the e;ening prt'vious. and was then 
marching with all speed to Reyn08ll, where be expected to be joined 
by Prelident Paredes. 

Although General Taylor was thus placed in possession of all the 
region watered by the southern portion of the Rio Grande, yet he 
~'aa still in no condition to advance into the interior of Mexico; nOI 
was it until the latter part of August that his earnest and repented 
demand for suppliea had been answered so far as to enable him ta 
commence his march for the city of Monterey. Meanwhile he had 
detached small Ilartiee against the towns of Mier. Camargo. and 
Reynosa. all of which were occupied without resistance. Towards 
the end of August General Worth. with his division. was ordered to 
Semtvo, from which place. on the 6th of September, he informed 
General Taylor that Monterey had been reinforced by a large budy 
of Mexicans under Genera! Ampudia. 

As the reduction of this city WIIS considered e8lIentia! to the IUC

cese of any ultimate expedition against the capital in thia direction. 
he American commander determined to attack it witbout fu:ther losa 

01 time. Accordingly, with about seven wousand men, be marcht'd 
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for Seralvo on the 7th, leaving General Pattel'!On in command of all 
the forces stationt'd at various poIIt! between Oamargo and Mala· 
moras. After collecting lupplies at Serall/o, hb hurried on \vithout 
waiting for reinforcement!, and on the morning of the 19th reached 
the Walnut Sprinp. three miles from Monterey. Here a careful 
reconnoissance showed that in addition 10 the proper works of the • city. which were very IIttong. the enemy had erected a number of 
small forts on the hills adjacel'\t, lUI well as fortified the atrong build
ing on Independence Hill, known 81 the Bishop'a Palace. As these 
works c(lmmonded the western approach to the cily. General Taylor 
determined to detach againsl them one division' of his amy under 
General Worth , while. with the main foree , he conducted in person 
the assault upon tbe city. 

On the 20tb General Worth witb hia dil'iaion mOl'ed by a circui· 
tous route to the Saltillo road , leading to Independence Hill. Early 
,n the morning of the 2131, his cavalry forct', under Colonel Hays, 
encountered a large body of the enerny, both on foot and horseoock. 
Th~se were defeated with Joes, and I'OOn oftor 'Vorth gained a posi 
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tion on the road favourable for aD attack. The first fort on Federa· 
cion Hill \u. gallantly .tormed by a smull pany under Cllpluin 
Smith, assisted by Captain Mile. and a body of Tl"xlI3 rangera under 
Colonel Hay.. Immedilltely after, Fort Soldada wo.s carried by a 
portion of the same force. assisted by Il regiment uuder Colonel Per· 
sifer F. Smith. The guns of both these plact's were turned Ilgo.inst 
the Bishop's Palace, and every prepamtion mllde for atlacking tbllt 
Itrong fortress on the following day. 

I\l cnnwhile, to favour "'orth's enterprile, the. American com
mander ordered the firat regiment of regulllrs. under General Twiggs, 
and the volunteers under General-Butler. to mak.e a divarsion against 
the c('utre und left of the town. The enemy's defenctos in this 
quarter had been constructed with so much lubour that every house 
appeared to be (\ fortification, and each Slreet \\'88 mked tbroughout 
ils gr.·uteSI extent, with fires from hea\'ily mounted bRlteries. [n 
endeavouring to approuch Fort Teneria, General BUller's lroops 
became entnngll.'d in this labyrinth of difficuJties, and Bulfel't'd most 
luer!"ly. Afler much loss, the fort wus fino.llycarried with the bay· 
onet. At the BlI.me time, the Bailimore battalion, under their Il'1lder 
Colonel Watsoll, apprDll.ched the cily from tbe west, but unfortu,na1.e!,

• 
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got into It. Darrow Jane or Itreet, wher6 they were eJ:p08rd both to 
direct and cross-fireD, of some of the enemy'l most active bo.lterios. 
The greater part of tbe battalion were either killed or wounded, and 
the Tt!mainder saved from a" similar fate only by throwing themselves 

at full length into a narrow ditch. 
The 22d passed without lOY active operations in the lower part of 

the city. The greater part orlhe morning wal occupied in burying 
the dead. 1'he citadel,nnd other works, continued to firo at parties 
exposed to their range, and at tho garrison in Fort Tenerio. Captain 
Bragg's battery waa placed under cover in front of the town, to repel 
any demonslmlion cltho enemy'l cavalry in Ihn! quarter. But the 
day was far otherwise employed by General Worth . Before day· 
light. n strong party under Colonel Childs, assisted by Captains Vin
ton and Scolt. Rnd LieutenOnl Ayres, commenced the useent of the 
bill surmounted by tbe Bi~hop'l Palace. After;ncredible toil, they 
reached a position suitable for opening upon the works; but so strong 
were the wolls. that little or no impression could be made. In a 
short time, a body of lancers appeared on the crest of the bill; but 
being charged, they broke and Bed in confusion toward the palace. 
the gates of which opening to receive them. were entered simulta
neously by friend and foe. Once within, the Americo.nl.lOOn cleared 
the walls of the garrison. while Lieutenant Ayrel mounted the hal
yard.! and pulled down the l\16.1ican flag . Two pieces of artillery 
were captured. with a large quantity of ammunition, and lOme smlll 
anna. SeVilD of the assailanta were killed Ind twelve wounded. 

On the following morning, a conlbined attack was made upon the 
town by the fOlUlI of General Tlylor on the ea.,t, and Geneml 'Vorth 
on the west. Directing their movemenUl to the Grand Plazu, the 
central focus of the CilY, the troopS moved Ilowly along the leOlt 
dangerous approaches. By daylight, it was asce rtained thlll the 
enemy bad abandoned all theif lower defenceB, and thrown their 
main army into the' cathedml, and the works nellr the centre. These 
were immediately occupied by the Americans. who opened from 
them e. heavy fire of both artilll'lyand musketry. The remaining 
troops adnnced from street to street. until within one square of the 
principal plaza. Thi.! advence, though vigorous, was conducted 
with due caution, thus being attended with but lillie lollS to the 
IlIsailanUl, while thair opponenlll suffered severely. T oward eve· 
ning, the commander. after baltering down Il portion or the cathedral, 
nalted his troops, and lent orders to Geneml Wortb to renew tbe 
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attack, in combinatIOn with hIs own force, on tne followmg mommg. 
Although 8uch great success had attended the operations of th. 
Americans, the labour of storm ing the city was as yet but half ac
complished. The citadel, main cathedral, and other large 1V0rks, 
were still garrisoned by the enemy; and had they still continued 
the defence, it is more than probable that the loss of the American~ 
would have been more serious than on the three previous days. 
This, however. they failed to dl). Early on the morning of the 24th. 
the Americnn commander received, through General \Vorth, a com
nlUnication from General Ampudia, the Mexicnn commnndnnt, pro
po!Iing to evacunte the town upon certain conditions. CommiMioners 
were appointed by each general, and afler a long and tedious nego
tiation, terms of capitulation were agreed upon, and signed b.y the 
two commnndl.'fS. These were, in substance, thnt the city, with 1111 
its public property, should be surrendered to the Americans; that 
the Mexican army should march out with their musl.:et!l, six pieces 
of C8l\non. and twenly rounds of 3.mmunition; and that during 
an armillice of eight weeks, neitber army !hould paM a certaiq 
.pecified line. 

On occupying the city, it was found to be of great Itrength. and 
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to have all ils app roaches strongly fortified. The works were 
mounted with (orty-two pieces.of cannon, welt au,pplied with ammu
nition, and during the .iege had been manned by from nine to ten 
lhousand men. The usailanta numbered mther more than ail:. 
thousand aix hundred; while their artillery consisted of one ten-inch 
mortar, two twenty-four pound howitzers, and four light field bat
teries, of four guns each . Their Jose was twelve officers, and one 
hundred and eight men killed; thirty-one officers and three hundred 
and thirty-seven men wounded. The 10M of the Mexicans was 
never known, but il was auppoled considerably to exceed that of the 
Americans. 

Monterey now became the head-qunTtera of the American army. 
During the autumn, Geneml Taylor detached Brigndier·Generai 
Worth

1 
with tWl'lve hund,red men and eight pieces of artillery, ttt 

Saltillo, while Brigadier-General Wool, with the column under his 
command, numbering twenty·four hundred strong. and having six 
pieces of artillery. WII! ordered to tbe town of Parras, seventy miles 
nonh-east of Worth 's position. Saltillo lies about seventy miles 
from MonteTfY. at an elevation of two thouSIlnd feet above tbat city. 
These two places were occupied without oppoeilion, tbe enemy 
having pre .. iously fallen back to San Lui. Potoei. 
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Melmwhil6, Prestdenl Pllr~des had been deposed, and Geneml 
Sont~ Anna appointed Dictator of Mexico. After roising a large 
army, that officer estoblished his heo.d-quartera at Potosi, designing 
to mise a sufficiency of lupplies to enable him to arrest the furtber 
progress of General Taylor. Early in 1847, most of that officer's 
"'gula r troops were wilhdrawn by General Scott, which 10 reduced 
hi. numbers as to force him 10 abandon his designs upon Ihe Meri· 
can capital and lOfal! back toward Monterey. General Taylor took 
leave of the troops who left him, in a very feeling address. The 
arrival of volunteen under General Wool again enabled him to move 
{oTlvard, so that on the 21st of Februo.ry, ascertaining that Santa 
Anna was moving rapidly upon him with twenty thousnnd men, he 
look up a strong position at the pO!'S of Augostura, three miles from 
Buena Vista, and seven from Saltillo. On the following day, the 
Mexican forces were observed approeching ove r the nl.lighbouring 
mountains; and immedistely after, General Taylor rece;yed i\ sum· 
mons 10 surrendtr, which he refused. Toward eYeDiDg, a brisk 
cannonade was commenced upon the Americans, but with little or DO 
r.ffect A pOrtiOD of the enemy'. infantry theD wound along Ibtl 

http:Februo.ry


556 OPERATIONS 01 GENERAL TAYLOR. 

go:ge I and hills to the lef, of the general's position, and opened 
a beavy fire upon that flank. It was relUrned by n portion of the 
Kentucky mounted regiment, under Colonel l\Jarshall, Bnd the 
skirmish lasted until afler dark. 1'bree Americana lVere wounded. 

During the night, General Taylor retired 10 Saltillo, leaving with 
General Wool the care of proyiding for the commencement of the 
attack. On the following morning, the action WB. renewed in earnest. 
The AmeriClln army did lIot number more than 6ve thoU88.nd men; 
yet these coolly prepared to resist the overwhelming bost. whose 
dark Jines of infantry were drawn out al (ar flS the eye could reach, 
while the cavalry appeared in dense columnll, presenting the most 
gaudy appearance. Befort' sunrise, It large body of both foot and 
horse moved toward the point which had been the scene qf conflict 
on the preceding night, evidently with the intention of IUrning the 
American left flank, and penetrllling to tho centre. 1'0 prevent 
this, General1'aylor ordered Shllrman's and Bragg's batteries to tbe 
th~atened position, the second Illinois regiment, under Colonel Bis
sel, occupying a position between them. The second Kentucky 
regiment was placed near the centre. The eJtreme left \\'Il! sup
ported by the second Indiana regiment, under Colonel Bowles, so 
placed sa to check, by a direct fire, the enemy'. flank movements. 
The bailIe wa. opened on both sides by the anillery, which was 
soon followed by tbe musketryortbe Mexican tigbt. Notwithstand
ing tbe great disparity in numben, the Americans maintained tbeir 
ground with firmness, each regiment vying with the otbers in the 
obstinacy or thtir resistance. 

At Ihe same time. the MeJican cavalry were winding slowly along 
the mountain defiles, and notwithatanding the havoc cauaed by the 
American artillery, they succeedtd in gaining a position close to the 
rear, and in view or the stores nt Buena Vista. To prevent their 
further advnnce, General Taylor aent forward hia artillery, extended 
his front, and opened a combined fire of rilles and cannon upon 
the approaching lancers. The action now raged with terrible effect, 
but although 01 the first sbock the cavalry reeled and fell back, they 
twice rallied. and it was not until tbey hsd been divided into two 
bodies, tbat this vigorous attempt was abandoned. 

At Ihis critical position of his affairs, Sanlll Anna sent a flag or truce 
to the American general. desiring to know" what he wanted." A 
temporary cessation of hoetjJities took place, during which the de
tached cavalry were enabled to «'gain the main body. This again 
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glu'e the enemy a huge numerical ~:Iperiorily, which enabled them 
almeet completely to overwhelm the second Kentucky regiment, and 
dri ..e the second Indiana (rom the field. Captain O'Brien. with two 
pieces of artillery. sustained this heavy charge to the last. but wrut 
finally compelled to lea ..e his guns on the field . PercE-iving their 
advantage, the eDemy rushed on in dense mUSf'S. captured the guns, 
and the Indianians retreating by order of Colonel Bowles, the Mexi
cans advanced upon the Kentucky regiment, under Colonels McKen 
and Clay, and the Miuissippi regiment, under Colonel Jefl"e rsOIl Da
vis. At this moment,byorderor General TQylor, Captain Bragg threw 
himself illto action, and opened his battery within a few yll.fd~ of tht! 
Mexican cavalry. Bythiadaring mO\'ement, the .merny'iI progred~ was 
suddenly arrestod, and his whole body of lancers driven back. 13m 
during their r.elreat, they attacked the second Kentucky regiment. 
which had pUf1lued bey.ond supporting distance. The gallant troops 
com poeing it were overwhelmed with immense slaughter. and dril'en 
into a ravine, where they wefe saved from total annihilation only by 
the timely diacharge of a buttery placed there undtf command of 
Caplain Washington. 'l'he remainder of the American artillery 
then opened a heavy fire upon the i\le:a:ican right flank, which con
tributed millcrially to his fiDal repulse. Night bad now fallen upon .., 
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. he field, and each army appeAred nnwilling (urther 10 lUI tho 
strength of the other. Notwithstanding the numerous changl's in 
poaition, the force, occupied nearly tbe same grou nd All they had in 
the morning. The Americans expected a r~newal of the battle 00 

the followin g day i but the disheartened condition of the Mexicans 
rendered Ihis impossible; and before daylight, Santa Anna, wilh hill 
troops, was in full retreat to Agua Nueva. 

In tbis action the Americans 1081 two hundred lind sixty.seven 
killed, four bundred and 6ftY'lix wou nded. and twenty.three missing. 
The killed and wounded of th tl enenly h!lvo been estimated at more 
than two thOUSIIDd, nearly 6\'e hund red oftbelr dead being left upon 
the field. The relative lou of officers among the Americans is sur
prisingly great, aDd comprises !lOme of the brightest ornnmenll 
to the service. The names of Colon ell Yell, Hardin, Clay,McKee. 







wnUl'RAWAL or GENERAL TAYLOR'S TROOPS. 559 

Ctlptain Lincoln. land others, wilf long be remembered In connecdoD 
with the price at which this victory was bought. 

The repon of tbis action was sent toward the seat of government, 
in care or Mr. Crittenden, esconed by Major Giddings, with two 
hundred and sixty men. This force was attacked by General Urrea, 
with a numerous body of Itlncers, -but succeeded in driving him 
off with 1088. The major had two soldiers and fifteen tenmste", 
killed. Immediately after, Genel1l1 Taylor starled in pursuit of 
Urrea, having with him Captain May'a dmgoons, and two compani~ 
of artillery. The pursuit continued as far as Caiderela, when the 
Mexicon genem! succeeded in escaping beyolld the mountains. 
General Toylor then fell back upon Monterey, and, with General 
Wool, concerted a pion for marching against Son Luis Potosi. This 
he was prevented from executing, by a second demand for troops 
made upon him by Geneml Scott, which deprived him of nearly all 
the officers and men by whom he had been so nobly sustained at 
Buena Vista. Toward the close of the year, he returned to the 
United Statee, leaving tbe command of tbe army at Monterey witb 
Geneml Wool. 



CIIAPTER LJ. 

OPERATIONS IN CALIFORNIA AND NEW MEXICO. 

o sooner bad war been d£'termined on betWCC l1 

the United Stllies and Mexico, than the Ill. 

tention of the former country WIlS turned to

ward thoae I'llst province, lying to lht! north 
of Mllxico proper, nnd over which !he had al 

no lime held more than a nominal sway. Ac
cordingly , almost limultnneously with the ope

ra tions of General 'I'aylo! against Matamoras, a military force of 
three hundred drag<..ons, and three thousand Missou ri volurlleers, 
was concentrated &1 ForI 'Lea'fenwonh, under Brigadier-Gene~1-
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Kearny .Jf the purpose of marching against New Mexico. A 
ponion of these operaTions bave \)e(>n narrated in the history of Cali
fornia; butiliummary skt'tcb, although at the risk of some rt"petition . 
leems necessary here, in order to preserve the natural connection of 
datel. On the 18th of August, 1846, tbi~ army took pOI!IS,'uion 
oethe cllpital city, Santa Fe, where Kearny organi%ed a free govern
ment, under the direction of the Unilt'd States, {ormed 8 code of 
laws, and appointed Charles Bent gorernor. On the 26th of Sep
tember, he marched fo r Upper California, leu "ing Orders with Colone l 
Doniphan to proceed with about one thousand men, against the 

Nllvajo Indians. 
Doniphan carried on his canqltlign against the [nd ians unti l the 

14th of December ; and on the 17th, he again sct forward on an 
expedition to the south, leaving Colonel Price at Santo Ff with 
Ci ftllcn hUlld red men. Immediately after his departure, an insur· 
rection of tile inhnbi tants took place, which was supp ressed with 
diffi culty ; and Ihis was followed by the murder of Governor Benl 
and others, by secret parties throughout the country. So strong was 
the popular feeli ng against the Americans, that on the 24th of Feb
ruary. a large body of the in!l1rgent.s allacked Colonel Price at La 
Canada, bUI were repulsed. Another bailie took place on the 20th , 
at the Slron~ I)ost of El Embudo, wbere the Mexicans were defeated 
with consHh:rable loss. Price then marched to Puebla de Taos, 
which W81I attacked on tbe 4th of February. and after a yigoroul 
assault, wblch lasted all day, compelled to capitulate. The principal 
leaders or the conspiracy were shot, after which Price returned to 

Santa Fe. 
i\leanwhile Colonel {)Qniphan had been figbting his \\"ay toward 

EI Paso del Norte. On Christmas day he Wa! attacked at BracilO 
by eleven hundred men, Rnd though his own f'lrce actually t'ngaged 
Wa! Duly about five hundred, he defeated his assailants with the loss 
of two hundred in killed and wounded. On the 29th, he entered 
El POlO, and on the 8th of February ffinrched for Chihuahua. At 
the pASS of Sacramento he encountered four thousRnd of the enemy, 
strongly p08ted behind n system of twellty-seven redoubts, Rnu having 
len pieces of cannon. Doniphan's force was nine hundred and 
twenty.four men, who were obliged to protect II. lrain of three hun· 
dred and finy wagons, besides the regular army tmin. But so in
timidateu. were the Mexicans, that on being assailed, they ooondon<:d 
tbeir works, after a Ilight resistance, aDd fled over the ndjnc<:ll t 

" 
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mountains. Two Americans were killed, I!.nd seven wounded. On 
the ht of Mareh, formal possession WI!.S taken of Chihuahua. Re. 
ceiving orders from General Wool to join hie command at Saltillo, 
Doniphan reached that pillce May 23, 1847, and IIOOn after, hill. 
command was Tel'iewed by General 'I'llylor. 'Vhen the term of ser
vice of his troops e:lpirlld, be rllturned with them 10 New Orleans. 

During these events, Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont. who had ori
ginally been senl into California on a scientific c:lpedillon, had raised 
a considemble force of mounted men, with which he commenced 
operations against the Mexican troops in his vicinity. On the 13th 
of June, he captured thirteen men and two hundred horses, belong
ing to GeneM) Castro, and on the 16th, he took pOlseuion of SanOffill. 
pass, C{lDtaining a small garrison, nine can non, and a numbllr of 
muskets. On the Pacific Coost, Commodore 8100t had taken the 
.ea-port of Monterey. nnd on the 12th of August, II. body of riflemen 
under Fremont, and Commodore Stockton, Sloal'. successor, tooll: 
possession of Ciudad de 101 Angt' los. of which Fremont wasappoinled 
governor. On the 11th of December. Kearny reached the ci ty of 
San Diego, inCalifomia, having five duy. pnn',ously gained a victory 
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at San Pasqua1, where, with many of bis officers and men, he \V·'s 
wounded. On the 8th of January, h.e fougbt anotber baule to r~' 
capture the city of Loa Ang1!los, which bad been token by th~ 
Mexicans. Being successful, quiet was for a short period nstored 

to California. 
On the 16tb of November, Colont'l Burton, with a little garrison 

at La Paz, was attacked by a considrrable foree of the enemy, raised 
•principally among tbe neighbouring towns, and sustained a trying 

aiege of nearly a wet'k's duration. Nearly at the sanle time, Lieu· 
tenant Heywood waa Msaulted at San Jose, but succeeded in driving 
awny Ihe enemy nl\er two days' skirmisbing. The whole popula
tion of Nllw Mexico aDd California WM so discontented with the 
government of the Amerieans, that small parlies were organized 
throughout these territoriea for the purpose of keepjng alive the reo 
membrance of their connection with. the Mexican governmrnt. 
'J'hese finally assumed ao serious an aspect as to oblige General 
(formerly Colonel) Price to talce the field with a large force. On 
the 9th 01 March, tbat officer la.id .iege 10 Santa Cruz de ROiaiea, 
which was defended by a military garrison under General 1'rillS-. 
After a bombordmenl, which lasted uDlil the 16th, and a furious 
assault 01. tOllt day, the city surrendered. This action closed the 
military even~ of the Wilt in California and New Mexico. 
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CHAPTER LB. 

CAliPATGN OJ GENERAL aeon. 

T 
HE fa'fourite scheme of the AmeriCIIll government. 
during the Mexican Wllr, was to conduct an expE'di. 
tion against the enemy's capiUlI, by way of Vera 
Cru1:, lind a land march towards the interior. The 
first step in tbi. operation WIIS the reduction of the ' 

latter city, with ita strong castle of San Juan de Ulloo. It.8 execu
tion was confided to Major-General Scott, who arrived at the mouth 
of the Rio Grande, January I, 1847. After delaching a large num· 
ber of troops from the II Anny of Occupacon," he embarked r March ... 
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7J with twelve thousand men, on board the squadron or Gommodorc 
Conner. and on the 9th or March landed his army near Vera Cruz. 
On the rollowing day, after a IIlight oppoeition from the enemy. the 
:;ty was formally invested. and the fleet commenced the landing of 
mortars and other pieces necessary for a siege. On the J3th. not
withstanding a heavy fire from the tOWD, the Americans had suc
ceeded in completing the entire investing jine, which occupied II. 

IIpnce of ground eight miles in length. nnd completely circumscribed 
the city. From thill time to the 22d they were occupied in landing 
and plnnting their bntteriea,nltbough exposed to a severe fire of artil· 
lery from the city and enstle. Abcut noon of the 22<1, Geneml Scott 
lIummoned the city to surrender, but Governor Morales replied that 
llooner than do 110 he would bury himself beneath ita ruins. Imme· 
diately upon the reception of thill answer, the general ordered hia 
men into position, and opened upon the city with his mortnrs. This 
Willi retorted on the part of the enemy with shells and shot; and the 
firing on bolh ,ides. from the lime of opening until the night of the 
25th, was heavy. and with but little interruption. On the 22d the 
.maller vessels of the American Beet took up a poeition cloae to the 
6hore. and added thE'if fire to that of the land forces, with much effect. 
On the following day, this little fleet, after doing material injury to 
the fortifications. was withdrawn tCo II. p~ition of greater 88f~ty . On 
the 26th •• violent norther set in. which raised such quantitiea of sand 
as completely 611ed the trenches. and caused a temporary cessation 
of hoetililiea. Communication with the fleet wal al&O cut off. But 
&0 destructive had been the fire or the Americans, both to life ond 
property. that the citizen, petitioned their governor 10 open negolis. 
tions of surrender. 'rhi. he resolutely decliccd to do, declaring his 
determination to yield only when it would no longer be poesible for 
him to firll 0 gun. But terror at the sight of the surrounding scene, 
of destruction overcoming every other feeling, Morales WII.I finally 
obliged to re,ign, and General Landero was elected in his slead. 
Early on the morning of the 27th that officer scnt a. flag of truce to 
General SCOIl, propoeing to surrender the city by itself. To this tho 
gE'neral-in-chief replied that he could not stipulate fo r either city or 
castle apart from the other. But. during the same day, negotiationll 
were again opened by the enemy. which finally resulted in the sur
Hmdef of both Vera Cruz arid ill castle. Generals Worth and Pil
low, with Colonel Totten, were the American commisaioners; Vii· 
launuera, Herrera, and Robles, those of the enemy . In substance • .. 
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Ihe terms.of capitulation were. that the Mexican officel1l should retire 
'0 their houses on parole. carrying with them their arms and private 
eff..-eta: their army was to be dislni8St'd on Jlarole. while public pro
perty of every description wu to be given up to the United States, 
on condition of bt>ing reston>d to Mexico by a definite trealy of peace. 
On the 29th tbe surrender took place. Leaving the city and castle, 
the Mexicans marched between the extended lines of their con
querors. stacked their arms. la id down tho:! national d>loul1l. and de
parted for the inlerior. Immediately aner this ceremony. General 
Scott entered Vera Cruz, 11.1 the hood or General Worth's division. 
and in company with the chit'f officers of the I!.rmy nod navy. When 
the national flag W8! hoisted o",('r the caslle and nU'lin plnzn. aa. lntes 
we~ fired from Ihe guns of the cutlll, the city OOller;.:I, and the 
aquadron. General Worth was appointed militnry governor of tha 
city, Colonel Belton of the cutle, and Major Seott of the ~trong work 
called Fon Sl!.ntiago. 

The losa of the Americans during this liege was but aevenleen 
killed, and I\venty-eight wounded; thflt of the Mexican army hf18 
neTer been ascertained. So de.tructive was the Amorican artillerv 
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that it has been estimated that at least five hundred non-combtttanl! 
were killl'd by the bursting of bombs th rough houses, Dr amollg 
crowds collected in the streellJ. 1'he quantity of military stores 
taken by General Scou's Brmy was very great. Besides four thou
sand stand of arms laid down by tbe enemy in retiring, one thou
IlInrl more were found in the city j four hundred pieces of cannon, 
with a vast amount of sbells, powder. and shot. were found either in 
position or in stores. 

On the 30th, Commodore Perry, succeasor to Conner in the com
mand of the Gulf Squadron, detached the steamer Senurge, Lieuten
ant Hunter, to blockade the port of Alvamdo. which had been twice 

attacked unsuccessfully by 
Commodore Conner. In 
apprOllching the lawn the 
vessel opened n fire upon 
it, and sent a boot on shore 
containing tl\'O officera and 
a few men, with a demand 
for an unconditional surren· 
der of the place in thirty 
minulel. The terrified au
thorities instantly acceded ; 
and thus the town which 
had 80 long relisted 
th& American Gulf forces, 
was taken without blood· 
shed by a steamer of three 
gUDS. On the following 

"OKKODO ••••••T. morning, at 2 o'clock, the 
Senufgt' Ilppeared before the town of Tlllcotalpam. where a limilar 
Rummons was followed by similar lucceS!. For these opemlions 
Lieutenont Hunter WM dismil!!ed from the squadron, fo r having dis
obeyed orders in ottacking the town, when be was instructed merely 
to blockade it. 

After remaining about two weeks ot Vera Cruz. General Scott 
commenced his march ror the Mexican capital. On the 14th of 
April, Geneml Twiggs, with the vlln of the anny. reached lha moun
tain pass of Cerro Gordo, where he was soon afterwardl joined by 
the mllin body. Here, among tbe high hills commanding tha road, 
were posted ten lbOUllllnd Mexican troops, in strong redoubts. tolll 

n 
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m mded by President Santa Anna. This officer, after the Milti' 01 
Buena Vista, had retired to tbe capital; und, by extIaordinary enT' 
tions., had succeeded in misi ng another army, with which he hoped 
to retrieve his former loues, and rid his country I)f its enemies. 
With a promptitude that does him honour, be threw himself in the 
way of greatest danger; and, instead of again marching againsl Gene
ml Taylor, then in command of but a handful of raw volunteers, he 
hurried forward to oPPOSO the victorious CRreer of the conqueror of 
Vera Ctuz. Seizing the mong gorge of CerTO Gordo, he fortified it 
in such a manner that, in approaching. an usailing party would be 
obliged to march along the distnnce of a mile in full range of his bat· 
teries. On one fiank Gen!.'ml La Vega W8S posted with a large force, 
and on the other sev!.'ml gnrriaons of small fOTla. 

On the afternoon of the 17th Geneml Scott commenced 8 careful 
reconnaissance of the enemy 's position. Before rntering the ridge 
of cliffs known as tbe Cerro Gordo, the TOad el'Ol'lses the bed of a once 
large stream known as the Ph,n tiel Rio. On the right W8S a high 
cliff cOTered with forts and oollcries, Ilnd .imilr" fortificntions (orm
ing Il strong chain of defence... A front attack would have It'd to u 
totalll.nnihilation of the AmeriCRn forccs, and upon Ihis direction of 
IU!sault Santa Anno. bad 6'lidenlly cnlcuIR\cd. BUlon lhe evening 
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of the 17th General Scott opened a new rood through the chaparro' 
to the 'right, SO;lS to estape the lirc in front, and turn the Mexican 
len flank. As Genera Twiggs's division then became greatly ex· 
posed, Colonel Harney was sent against n fort on the Sleep ascent 
in front; and, under a heavy fire of grape and musketry, carried it 
with the rilles and a small detachment of infantry and artillery. The 
two armies were now in view of eacb other; but no further opera· 
tions took place during tbe mght, exce pt the movement of Twiggs's 
division to secure a position fU'ourable for opening the attack on the 
following day. 

Early on the 18th Twiggs was ordered forward from the captured 
position againsl Santa Anna's main fmt, while at the same time Gene· 
ral Pillow assaulted tho enemy's right, where La Vcga was posted; 
and Generals Shields and 'Worth seized upon the Jalapa road, &0 as 
to cut off all relreat. The van of Twiggs's division, under the 
intrepid Harney, mored up the steep Ilacent, although expoeed to 
sweeping fires of cannon and musketry, and notwithstanding their 
severe 10!3, paused not until they hod gained the works and leaped 
among tho enemy. The ensuing struggle WIlS but short, and the 
~fe.J:icans were soon flying in a)[ directions 10 gain the msin rood. 
They here experienced their greatest Joss; and one or their generals, 
Vasquez, was kiJIed. During this time Geneml WOMh had been 
using great efforts to reach a fort in Santa Anna's rear, which was 
defended by Generol Pinzon, a mulatto officer of considemble Ilbility 
lind courage. This he accomplished soon oner the victory or 
Twiggs's division, so thllt on being wmmoned to surrt.'nder, the ga r
rison thought it m08t prudent to comply. These succeSllef were. 
bowever, dsmpened by the repulse of Geneml P illow from the bat· 
tenes commanded by La Vega. A renewal of the o.ttack was 
atteAded by tbe same result, but the garrisons finally surrendered on 
ascertaining tbe fate of Santa Anna's position . On the Jalapa road, 
General Shields, while gaJJantly secondi ng the efforts of the main 
nrmy, WIIS dangerously wounded by n musket ball through the lungs, 
and carried senseless from the field. The command or his troops 
devolved on Colonel Baker, who pursued the enemy until late in the 
afternoon. Their loss during the flight was greater than while the 
battle lasted. 

In this action the force of the Americans was about eight thou· 
sand men. The lOBS in killed and wounded wal between four and 
five hundred, that of the Mexicans being nearly tbe same. i\lo~ 
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!han three thousand prisoners were laken, together with Geneml, 
Pinzon, laneTo, La Vega, Obando. and Noriega. with an immense 
quantily of field batteries, heavy ordnrlnce, small arms and accoutre· 
ml'n(s, The private baggage and money chest of Santa Anna, con· 
laini ng about twenty thouSIlnd dollars in .pecie. were also captured. 
Santa Anna himself, with Ampud ia nnd Cnnalizo, escaped by a pri. 
mte pass, and gained the Jalapa road in rear of the Americans. 

Determined to render the rout of the enemy liS comple te a, pos,i 
ble, Gene-ral Scott pushed on his forces in haste along the Jalapa 

road, On the following day Twiggs entered lalapa without opposi

tion ; and on the 21st th(' town and strong castle of Perote were laken 


, by General W orth. Three week, aft er, [ May 15,] that active officer 

took possession of Pueblo., which beCIIme for a while the head-quaf' 


ters of the American army. 
On the ISth of April, Com modore Perry entered the harbour of 

Tuspan with a portion of hi. fleet, attacked the town, and forced it 
to surrender, with II. loa on hi, part of lIeventeen killed and 'vounded. 



571 GUERILLA WJ..RPAll.:K. 

Santa Anna, alier hie defeat at Cerro Gordo, proeeedtd to the 
(.8.pltal, which he reached Oil th~ 17th of May. }Ie immediately 
collected into one the scattered fragments of the various armies dis
persed throughout the country, and beglln an elaborate system of 
defence. Stirring appeals were addressed to the patriotism of the 
people, caUing for men. lOoney. and stores i the aid of religious &en· 
timent was invoked. and every means taken to rouse the country for 
one ",ore great effort. The '!rong pass of the Hio Frio. considered 
one of the most dangerous in Mexico fQr an sssailing army, waa 
occupied by a con~iderable force, who erected there some work •. 
About this period, also. Ihtl formidjl1;l)e guerilla force scauerlld among 
the mountains an~ defiles, were authoriZ"ed to commence thllir sli
temntic operations against thtl Americans. A guerilla party was 
composed of lancers, rancheros, and highw.aymen, mounted on horse
back, and atlacking small companies or trains as opportunity offered. 
The only code of war acknowledged by Ihese guerillas was their 
own will i so that the introduction of this system g.ve a peculiarly 
ferocious aspect to many of the lcenes of 1847~. At different times 
a number of these outlaws attacked persons upon the road from MOil

terey and Vel'll Cruz 10 the capital, and frequently butchered them 
in a shocking manner. The Americans were not slow in retaliating. 
In a rancho near Seralvo a nU\TIber of volunteers hung about forty 
Mexicans. and then secretly decamped. A young man named 
Oglesby baving been murd",red in returning from Camargo. 0. party 
of Texans pursued the murdereN, overtook them, and put all to the 
.word. The most strenuous eff'oTII were made by the authoritio::s of 
both nations to prevent such horrible occurrences; but the evil con· 
tinued. with but little interruption. until the clOl!e of the war. 

On the 8th of June, a Nlrty numbering on~ hundred and fifty V~ 
lunleere and citizens, under Captain Bainbridge, left Puebla for Vera 
Cruz. On approaching tbe Cerro Gordo, some of the officers were 
fired upon, and the party were loon alier informed that several thou
sand Mexicans were in the pass. Continuiog to advunce, they ascer
tained that a detachment of the enemy were barricading the bridge; 
and although e\'ening had alreudy fallen, and they were excessively 
fatigued, yet a guard Will poIIted below the bridge. in order to pro
vem surprise. 00 the following morning tbe bridge was paned 
without opposition; but when an officer and private soldier returned 
to b~ng over the wagons, the whole train was fired upon by uoout 
twenty-five Ml;lxicans, by which four ml'n were killed. and a wsgon 
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taken. About the same lime a body of lancers appeared on the 
opposite side, but rode !Iway on perceif'ing thai the captain wu pre· 
paring to receive tbem. The liule company then pursued its way 
undisturbed until it am'fed at the camp of Colonel Mclntoah. which 

upon the road. 
[il'jiJ HIS officer. like Captain Bainbridge, had been 
d.1 	 attacked by a large force of tbe enemy, 

and WII.! now waiting for reinforcements. 
The attack bad JlIsted all night, and was 
successfully met only by the exertions of 
Captain Duperu'a dragoons. After resting 
a day. Bainbridge again let out for Vera 
Cruz, which he reached in 8aJety; but 
Captain Duperu, having l\ Jong return 
train to guard , which was threatened by II. 

large body of Juncens. halted al Sanla Fe. 
Here he wall charged by a auperior force, 

whicb be repulsed with but little 1038 to hims",U, although a few of 
the wagona were Cllt off, and their dri .. ers captured. Soon after, he 
reacbed VeraCruz in safety, having l03t, in all , three killed and tbree 

wound('d. 
On the same day tbllt the party under Captain Bainbridge left 

Colonel MeIntoah's camp, General Cadwalader reached it with eight 
hundred men and two howitzers. On IlScertaining that the lrain had 
been attacked, he marched for the National Bridge, where he soon 
came inlo action with a large Mexican force strongly posted behind 
ridges and cbaparml. Outing the battle, some volu nteers under 
Lieutenant Blakely cbarged and swepl some bsrricades which had 
been thrown up by the enemy, while, at the same time, the heighls 
on the right and left were also carried. Genoml Cndwlliader then 
crossed tbe bridge, but WI!.! annoyed during 0. great part of his ma rch 
by a flank nnd rellT fire fronl severnl parties of guerillas. His los! 
was fifteen killed , nnd from thirty to forty Ivounded; thnt of the 
enemy was about one bundred. During these attempts of the gue
rillas, the Americans lost no leu than thirty wagons, two hu nd red 
pack mules, and several thousand dollars in specie. 

It bas already been mentioned, that loon after the battle of Cerro 
Gordo the Me:ricana detached a militn:ry force to take posseMion oC 
the Rio Frio pass, and fortify against the advance of the Amer,icans. 
Why this was not done has yel to be explained; but the neglt!Ct was 
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certainly an egregious error on the part of MexIco. The gorge could 
have sustained a ft'w coumgeous men against the efforts of an entire 
anny; and until the news of ita having been passed by General Scott 
reached the United Stales, no little anxiety was felt in that country 
for the result. But so stmngely negligent were the Mexicans, that 
even the works thrown up there were abandoned at the approach of 
the American forces. 

On the 4th of August General Scott's anny commenced iu march 
fo rthe Mexican capital, moving by detachments. Owing to the preva
lence of heavy rains, wbich rendered the roads almost impauable, the 
troops were unable to reach Ayotla before the 15th. A bout four milee 

. in advance oflhis placlj wlla the atrong fortification of EI Penon, which 
mounted fifty -two pieces of cannon, was munitioned and garrisoned in 
the most careful manner, and completely commanded the rood. A day 
was spent i~ reconnoitering this work, wben the American commander 
resolved on avoiding iI, by ojHming an old abandoned road leading to 
the southward around Lake Chalco towards the capital . Thil IVai cut 
up by ravines, la\"8. beds, and rocks, to lucb an e;Etent that in the rainy 
season it was regarded as impaasable even for travellers; yet around 
it the army marched with their baggage, artillery, and stores, Rnd 
reached San Augustin on the 17th, after having dispersed a body of 
lancers on the way. On the afternoon of the followi ng day General 
W onh's column W!U!l ordered towards San Antonio, and a company 
of engineers escorted by Captain 1'homtOI\ began a careful recon 
noissancl' of that place. While tbis wae going on, the garrison 
fired from a masked battery, killing the captain and wounding 
one of the guides. The party were then witbdrawn, while Colo
nel Duncan's baltery with some sappars and miners moved down 
the road to a position which would enable them to act in aD) 
direction in case of emergency . On the American len Wa.! placed 
Colonel Smilh's light battalion, for the purpose of watching the 
enemy's flank. Colonel. Clark nnd Garland occupied other parU of 
the field. All these troopa were without shelter, although a drench
ing rain continued to fall 1111 nlgbt. A ponion of the first brigade, 
under General Worth , was stationed at a neighbouring hacienda., 
which, during the night, WIlS eJ:p0ged to the 6re of the San Antonio 
ballerie!. Before morning the rain Fell in such quantitie. that many 
of the companies were obliged to rise and remain standing until 
Jsylight. 

The Mexican paste a.fOurfd Sa.n Augustin presented a serie.. 01 
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fortificallOD! of great Datural strength, Glrefully ere<:ted, and provided 
with every thing neceaaary to II. euuessful re!istance. Around 
it, in every direction, was an irregular nJley, hroken by rock! and 
guilies, and having the whole su rface jagged with sharp points 
of lava. Among the rocks to the wt'!! W8.!J the fortress of Contrera!, 
eontaining !everaJ thou!und men, nnd mounting twenty-two pieces 
of cannon. North of San Augtllltin were the still stronger works of 
Churubusco, and at short distances, thoae of San Angel and San 
Pallo, aU filled with large garrisons and bristling with cannon and 
musketry. Tbe city wall was one huge fortification_ 

On the 19th, Captain Lee, wjth Lieutenanta Beauregard and 
Tower, continued the previous day's reconnoissance of the hostile 
linel_ While this was gomg on, General Pillow, accompanied by 
the forces of Lieutenantl Smith nnd Callender, WII.! ordered toward 
Contreras. He adunced, opening the rood step by step, until he 
renche'.! an elevated position, from which the enemy'a works were m 
vIew. He was sooo joined by the adVance under Genem! Twiggs 
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which mo\'ed forward, planting their baueries and driving in the 
enemy's pickell. General Smith's brigade then proceeded to the 
left, and Colonel Riley's to the right. dragging their cannon with 
ireal difficulty over a surface apparently impassable to (ootmen. 
After the Americans had planted a howitzer bollery under the care 
of Captain Magruder, they were fired upon by the enemy. who 
wounded Lieu tenant Johnstone mortally. and Callender severely. 
So heavy was this fire. that the Anleriean boueries were soon after· 
warda withdrawn. But at this time General Smith engaged the 
Mexican infantry outside the fort; and al the same moment. the 
artillery gained a favourable position. and recommenced firing. On 
both aides, the cannonading became general. but that of the enemy 
at length obliged the battery of Captain Magruder to withdraw 
General Pierce, with hit brigade, tben advnnced to .uppert Smith 
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and Cadwnl:.lder to suppon Colonel Riley. On obse rving these 
moverllt'nls, Ii large body of lancers advanced from Churubusco., 
and tbreattmed Cadwalader', position; but by order of General Pil. 
low, Colond Morgan, with the firteenth infantry, advanced to Cad
\Valader's support; and Geneml Scotlurriving abou t the same lime, 
detached tbe volumeera of General Shields for the 8Il.me purpose. 
The Jefl flunk were now elflK)8ed to II henvy fire of the enemy, the 
troops rapidly pursuing II. route evidently marked for them by the 
wily foe. ' ]'0 divert the nlt!lotion of the enemy. n femt attack was 
conducted against Contrer88, while General Smith, with some artil 

leryand ritles, fell bnck 10 EosoJdo. n village bordered on onc side 
by a deep ravine, lind on the other by a 8n'lnll stream of water. 
Between these extended a high atone waH. Narrow lanes intenected 
each olher in various direclioDs, cutting up the village in sma.l~ por 
tions, I\'hicb are covered witb flowrrll, sbrubbery, aDd fruit Ireu 
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Here the AmerIcan soldiel'8 were pOlted, secure in n great measure 
from the fire or ohseTYntion of the enemy . 

General Smith now re.olved to nuack Ihe large cnvolry forte which 
had been hovering near the American troops all day. He was 10 be 
assisted by Riley and Cadwalader. Bul bt.-fore the IJreliminory 
arrangements could be completed, night set in, rainy as before. 80 
that the Mexican troops could nOl be seen. The attempt was abon
doned, Cadwalader resumed hit; position at the edge of the village, and 
Riley's brigade was fornled inside. together with the riOes and in· 
fantry . In these poaitions they passed the night, destitute of both 
fires and shelter, although eXIJoacd to a drenching rain. The other 
divisions of the army, including even Genernl SCOII and the big her 
officers. were fi'J.ually d"stiJutt" of shelter. 

During the night, General Smith formed a plnn for capturing 
Contreras with the boyonet, ond the necessary ordt·rs or instructions 
were communicated to his command about midnight. At three 
o'clock next morning, the general'. division begun ilS mllrch. 1m· 
mediately after, General Shields arrived with his volunteel1l, but 
generously dt'clined assuming the command. His troops then mOl'cd 
into Ensaldo, ao as to prevent the enemy occupying it in case of 
their being deftmted. 1'he storming party of Smith's briWlde WIIS 
led by Colonel Riley, supported by Generals Cadwaillder lind Smith. 
The intrepid colonel marched along the bed of the ravine, until he 
had arrived opposite the fort, when he ascended the bank, but was 
still protected from the oppOlling ootteries by lin elevation of ground. 
Mounting thi", he wu witbin full sweep or the Mexican artillerists, 
who immediately opened. Bul calling 10 his men to follow, and 
breasting the withering atorm that fell on all sidee, Riley rushed 
down the slope, followed by his brigade, and wall soon upon the 
works. Cadwalader hurried to aupport him, and General Smith or.· 
dered a brigade 10 face to the left, nnd advance in line to IItlnC!.: the 
enemy's force in flank. The struggle WIlS soon decided. The 
enemy fled on all sides, and were attacked in their Oight, and forced 
to disperse in different directions. While hurrying tawurd the 
village of Ensaldo, they weNl firt'd upon by Shields's command 
which had stealthily left the .,.illage and concealed itself near tht.' 
line of retreat. The Americans commenced a rapid pursuit, which 
was continued with great effect. until the Mexican main body had 
lIucc(.~ded in passing through II. narrow de6le. when one of theil 
officers drew up I!I number of lancers al the pass, and surrendered. 

11 10 
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If, 8S is probable, this movement WIUI dc!igned to occupy tho timeol 
the pursuers until the fugitivesAcould taJce refuge in Churubusco, it 
must be regarded as c,inciD, as much sagacity lUI any measure 
.depted by the enemy during the war. ! 

The {ruil! DC tbis victory were fifteen hUDdred prif(lncUI. twenty
two pieces of artillery, Jarge quantities of ammunition and military 
stores, with a number of pack.mules. Among the prisnners were 
several officers of high mnk. One of the moat plensing circum· 
alances connected with the action, WI'I8 the recapture of the Iwe 
guns taken from General Taylor al Buena Vistl,. 

'Vhile the PUf8uil was going on, General SCOIt arrived at Con
treras, Bnd leOoving a small garri~ at that place. with instructions 
concerning the wounded and prisonel1l. he hurried on the main 
portion of the amlY to",oard the posts of San Allgd lind San Pallo. 
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The troops of Generals Twiggs, Shield!, and Pillow, were lIJI en· 
gaged in this service. They !oon overtook the rear of the ~Iexican 
forces, with which a !Or\ of running fight took place until it had 
tako;!:n ahelter in the fortress of Churuhusco, where a garrison still 
larger than that of COtllreraa was preparing for one more struggle. 

Churubusco is a !mall villar, lurrounded, at that time, by a sy .. 
tern of stone walls, surmounted by a well-defended hacienda, which 
WIS in like mann~r overtopped by a church. The walls, hacienda, 
and church, were lined with sharp·shooters, and provided with 
pieces of heavy cannon. About four hundred yards from the village, 
a smull stream was crossed by a bridge. the head of which, or Ute 
du pont, forms a fortification so strong as to be considered by the 
Mexicans impregnable. A~ these works completely cl'03s·fired the 
road. it was necessary to attack both at once. Accordingly, 1'wiggs 
was sent against Churubusco, WQrth against the titt. du POllt, while 
Shields moved ac"*, tbe meadows in , direction parallel with the 
main (Acapulco) road , so !IS to cut off the enemy" relreat. 

W orth moved from San Augustin about eight A. M., and aner com· 
pelling the garrison of San Antonio to evacuate that place, he pushed 
rapidly for Churubusco. 1'wiggs's troops were already engaged at 
the main works, and ae WOMh's division moved toward the titt. du 
pont, it received a galling fire from the Mexican guns at the waUs 
and hacienda. At this time, Vflst bodies of the enemy were observed 
approaching from the city, while long columns of lancers and infsntry 
were stationed at different points, for the purpoae of annoying the 
Msailants. The works at the bridge now opened their fire, filling 
the air with the reitemted shocks of cannon and mu~ketry. the up· 
roar of shouting thousands, and, at interval1!, the deep groans of the 
dying. Worth now threw Colonel Garland',brigade to the right. 
where it eDtered some corn·fields. and soon dislodged the enemy 
(rom their concealed poaition in that quarter. At the some tim'!, 
Clarke's brigade, with Duncan's battery, moved to other points 
on the road, from whence it moved between Garland'8 and the road 
and then rushing down upon the enemy'a works, it mounted them. 
and cleared the artillery with tbe bayonet. So sudden nnd ... igorous 
was tbis charge of tbe Americans. that instead of resistiog, the !\f(':'I:i· 
caDS thre\\-' down their arms and fied precipitately to the capiln!. 
The captured cannon ware instantly turned upon the garrison of 
Churubusco. 

This pot;ition had, in tbe meanwhile, been vigorously ps~auhed by 
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l'w;'l'g~t witb his whole division; but so strong were the works,and 
10 ,tt'knnined the efforts of the enemy. that after three hOUTS' hard 
t:Jgbting. no impression bad been made. During all thi. time, the 
wolfs Wf!re in one continuuus blaze of artillery and musketry; nnd 
10 dense were the ",olumn of smoke, that both armiea were often en
tirely hidden (rom view, and guided in firing only by tbe flash (If 
the opposing balleries. Dut after Worth's victory bad enabled him , 
to direct his guns upon Ihe church and hacienda, the vigour of Ihe 
defence waa sensibly diminished, and in half an hour the garrison 
gave way. and fled with precipitation toward the ca pital. ' I bey 
were pursued by Colonel Harney'l! dragoons \0 within a few YlTds 
of the capital. Wortll amI Twiggs then drew lip their troops near 
the hacienda, to await orders from the general-ill-chief. He soon r arrived on the ground, and after complimenting tIle soldiers on their

I auccess, ordered further pursuit to be suspended for the night. Ex
clusive of the garrison of Contreras, the enemy lost, on this memo
rable day, twelve hundred prisoners, fifteen hundred killed or 
wounded, including many able officers-with cannon, equipments, 
small arms, and ammunition in proportion. Their whole army had 
been broken up, and tbe capital laid open to the mercy of the invaders. 
The whole loss of the Americans in killed, wounded and missieg, 
was ten bundred and finy.three. In tbis celebrated engagement the 
splendid" PalmeltO Regiment," of South Carolina, suffered most 
severely, and their gallant commander, Col. Butler, fell, covered with 

wounds and witb glory. 
At this time, such was the terror lind confusion among all classed 

within the city, that Genem] Scot! could probobly have entered it 
without much additional loss. But while writing a sum mons for ilS 
surrender, he was wsited upon by a commission proposing a truce. 
Reject ing the terms, he dcspatched his contemillated note to Santa 
Anna, omitting .the summons. Nothing further took place until the 
following day. when commissioner! were oppoillled by both com
manders, who, on the 23d, signed on am,iatice, preparatory to II. 

permanent peace, and cxchanged mtificntions on the 24th. Nego
tiations were immediately opened for the conclusion of I!. permanent 

peace. 
In the fortreas of Churubusco. Sergeant Riley, with seventy othels, 

who had deserted from the army, either before the war or at different 
periods of its progreas. had been captured, while fighting bravely 
against their former comrades. These were tried by court-martial 
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du ring the Ilrmistice, and a number of them having been found guilty 
of treason, were hung in the pre~(!nce of both armies, The remainder. 
in consequence of having deserted before the opening of the war, ha o.1 
their punishment remiued to branding. public whipping, lind impri. 
sonment until the army ehould leave Mexico. 

During the armislice, Mr. Trist, the commissioner selected by 
President Polk to negotiate a peace, proposed to the Mexican aUibori· 
lies thai the di~puted territory between the Nuecee and Rio Gmnde. 
togetber with New Mexico and Upper California ••hould be yielded 
to the United State! fot the eum of fifteen millions of dollars, This 
was refused by the Mexican commissioners, who declined to yield 
any portion of their territory west of the Nueces. Mr, ' r rist then 
offered his tdlimatum or final project on the subject of boundaries, 
and the negotiators adjourned to re-dssemble on thtl 6th of September. 
No further communication took place between the armies until that 
day. when General Scou addressed a note to Santa Anna, accusi ng 
him of violating the terms of the armistice, by fortifying different 
works in the city, and threatening a resumption of h08tilitiea in forty 
eight bours, unless satisfactory explanation could be given, To this 
the Mexican general replied by charging the Americans with having 
obstructed the imercourse between the capital and surrounding 
counlry,and committed opprobrious deeds in the more inlerior lowns 
and village&--ot the same time intimaling Ihal General Scott might 
resort to hostilities wbenever he ...ished. 'rhe armi~tice was at an 
end. 

'I'he 7th was occupied by Ihe American general in reconnoitering 
the extended line of works oUL!lide the city. The southern approache& 
to the capital were defended by works of astonishing strength, ereeled 
upon the wall and gales, and an intricate labyrinth of dikes, canals. 
ravines, ditches, and CIluseways, outside of the gates. Further to the 
weSI, was Ihe hill or Chapultepec, surmounted by a 8trong Clstle and 
tower, and connected by heavy masonry works with the Casil Mala 
nnd founderies of Molino del Rey. The reconnoissance convinced 
~eneml SColt that an attempt upon the city in this quartlr would be 
Imended with immense 108S of life, and probably total failure. He 
thererore resolved to make a divel'llion to the gates on thesouth·west 
and west. and enter the city in that quarter. The first step in this 
new mOl'ement was to carry Chnpultepec and Molino del Reyj and 
a nece5Sary requisite 10 final ,ucceS! was to deeeive the enemy by a 
feint upon the soutbern gates, by which they might 8ti11 he induCI'd.., 
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to retain the greater part or tbeir cannon ond other munitions in thai 
quarter until tbe weIIlem defence. were ce.rried. 

Early on the 8th. General Worth was detached against the Molino 
del Rey. witb the brigade of Cadwalader in reserve. Jt \Va! found 
necessary 10 isolate the works around Casa Main from those of Cha
pultepec, an undertaking of much difficulty and hazllrd. At ,day
!:lreo.k, the army in IWO columns atlDcked simultaneQualy the Molino 
and Cnsa Mata. The troops rushed forward upon tbe former place. 
unshaken by the glare of batteries vomiting forlh showers of grape 
and canister, until they had reached the work! and driven back the 
artillerists with the bayonet. The field · battery was captured, and 
ita guna trailed upon the retiring masses. A moment after, they 
mllied, and, supported by numbers or infantry, rushed toward the 
guns, pouring in a volley of musketry that struck down more than 
one-half of the viclOn. But after a vigorous struggle, tbey !Vere 
~riven out and punued toward Chapultepec. 

M",anl\·hile. the 2d brigade, under Colonel MclntOlh. supported 
t!r Dunenn'! battery, moved with equal .teadineu against the Cala 
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Matlk. The enemy's fire was so destrnctive, that although the troops 
moved under partial ahelter, a large proportion of officers, with num· 
bers of assistanl3 and soldiers, were kilJed or wounded. But on 
reaching the slope of the parapet commanding the citadel , it was 
discovered that the Casa Mata, instead of being a simple field-wOl;C. 
as was hitherto suppoaed, was a strong Spanish fortress, surround_ 
by bastioned intrencbmenl3 and impusable ditches. Diemaye-d by 
this discovery, nnd confueed by the loss ofofficera. theassailanlS fell 
into confusion, hahed, and then fdl back toward Colonel Duncan's 
posmon. At this critical moment, a large cavalry and infantry force 
assaulted the American left, but were driven back by the artillery, fol
lowed by 8. vigorous charge of M(tjor Sumner's drngoons. One.thi rd 
of the latter were unhoraed by the fire of Casa Mata. Cadwalader's 
brigade now advanced to \Vorth's support, and the fortress was 
carried wim the bayonet. In IIccordance with instructions. General 
Worth destroyed the walls, with most of the arms and ammunition, 
blew up the works, and returned to his head-quartera at Tacubaya. 

In this action. the inC'S! destructi,'c to the Americans which they 
had yet cxperirnced. thei: force Wttl rather more than three thouSIInd 

~ 
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two hundred men. Of these, they 108\ seven hundred and eighty 
nine, including 6fty-eight offieen. The total (oree of the garrison 
was ahout fourteen thousand, and tbeir 105$, ezclullive of deserters. 

three thousand. 
fn order to C/\rry out his plan of deceiving the enemy, Geneml 

Scott placed Twiggs. with Riley's brigade. and Taylor's and Step
toe's butteries, at the southern gates. with ordera to bombard that 
quarter,ss though in preparation for a general atUlck. The 9th, 10th, 
and 11th, were occupied in making CIlrefu l reconnoissances of the 
works (In Chapultepec hill, a service conducted by the able engineers 
Stepnens, Beauregard, Lee, nnd T ower. On the afternoon of the 
11th, the divisions of 'I'wiggs. Pillow, and Quilmnn were coneen
traled in view of the southern gales; but during the night, the laller 
two genera ls. with their troops, were silently moved to 'l'acubaya, 
preparatory to the contemplated attack upon Chapultepec. Twiggs 
still remained in his former poaition. Early on the morning of the 
12th, the American batteries opened upon the CUIIe, while the divi
sions of Pillow and Quitman w~re ordered to organize parties for 
the assault. The bombardment continued all dlloY, the American 
guns being worked with such precision that soon the mllosa ive walls 
of Chapultepec began to crumble, while the roch around were spli t 
into thousands of pieces by the incE'nont atorm of heavy shot. At 
the same time, the batteries from the castle were in full blast, 
imparting to the hill the appearance of a Tolcano in violent action. 
The scene allE'nding Ihis day'8 bombardment was grand rind sub

lime, beyond even that of Vera Cruz. 
On the morning or th~ 13th, sufficient impression had been made 

upon the walls to authorize the commencement of the attack. It 
wile conducted in two columns, the first from Pillow's division, under 
Colonel Ransom, the second from that of Quitman, under Major 
Twiggs and Captain CMey. The cMtle Wnll commanded by Gene· 
ml Bravo, one of the bravest officen in the Mexicn.n service. The 
cllllnonading of Chapultepec WIIS continued without intermission, 
from dawn until 8 A. x., when jts cessation was the signnl for the 
movement of the storming parties. Pillow', dil'ision mnrched through 
a grove filled with sharp-shooters, clenring it as they IIodl'nnced, and 
halting al the base of the hill. T he storllling party were in advance 
with fixed bayonets and empty muskets. At this crisis, PillolV was 
struck to the ground wnh a severe wound, and the command de
folved on General Cadwalader. Ransom rushed rorward into thG 
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appalling shower of denth hurled down by the castle, cnlling on hi. 
men to foUow . 'l'hey followed him with loud cheers j but in a few 
moments he fell dead, shot through the brain, snd the command fell 
upon Major Seymour. Undismayed by the death of their leader, 
and crowds falling on all sides, the soldiers eJambeffd up the Iteep 
ascent, shouting the narne of Ransom , and driving each other on. 
ward. A small battery outside tbe C8!tle was speedily taken, and 
the assailants sprang forward through showers of fire, to the ditch. 
During nil this time, tho American batteries were throwing shells 
Ilnd shot over the storming party into the fortress, so as to prevent 
the arrival of reinforcemen18 frQm the cily. The enemy made 
,evernl unsllcceufulaltempll to fire the mines j and lOOn after, the 
ICtlling.lndders of the Americn ns were flung up, and the troop, 
poured in one united ,tream upon the walk Many American" 
during the first onset, were hurled to the ground, and Ihl'n ensued 
the terrible C(lnflict with the bayonet. It was sbort nnd decisi.e; 
the garrison fled down the hill in heavy masses, their flag was torn 
from i18 azif by :Majtl: Seyr.tour. am! the re.t!,mted ahouts of thtl 
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Aroeneans announced d,al Chll.pultepec bad been gained . Along 
with this party. Quitman', troops, led by the heroic Cut'y. bad en
tered. These troops hud encountered obstncles equal at least to 
those of their comrades, being obliged to fight along the whole dis
tance of a causeway. cut up with ditches and batteries, and manned 
by great numbers of the enemy. But through obstacles apparently 
sufficient to appallhe stoutest heart, Quitman cheered on his hardy 
followers, ably supported by General Smhh and the rifles. Twiggs 
lI.nd Casey both fell mortally wounded. The troop' then leaped 
the causeway. and crossed the adjacent meadows, amid II. tremcn 
dous fire of musketry and artillery, and, notwithstanding heavy 
losses, reached the fort simultaneously with Seymour's party. A 
melancholy slaughtl'r of the garrison took place, few of whom 
asked or received qUllrter. About one hundred and seventy-five 
were taken prisoners. The Jut obstacle to the linalllssnult upon 

he capital had _been removed. . 

Two great roads lead from ChapuJt~p('c to the westero entrances 


~ l\l('xi~he San COIImo causeway, terminating in the Slin Cosme 




587 

• 

, 

ATTACK UPON THE CITY. 

gate; and the Belen cauaewo.y. in the Belen gate. I mmedlllteJ~ 

aflel the reduction of tbe caatle, Ganem Scott mounted to its 101 . 
and ordered W orth. with hie two brigades. assisted by Cadwalader\o.. 
to advance along the Sao Coeme roe.d . storm the gate, and enter (h" 
city; while General Quitman conducted a feint upon lhe Bejel) 
entrance. Botb thele ctLuaewaya were dt!fended by batteries JlOllU'oJ 
III weJl-cbosen distance •• and cumpletely sweeping the rood. &sjd~s 

these,aharp·ahooters were posted at smail intervals. numerous ditch!!! 
were cut acrOllS the rood, at righ t angles witb nn aqueduct. whi ch 
extended along il,s wholt;! course, and every other obatacle thrown m 
the Americana' path. 

Immediately after the capture of the castle, Wonh. wilh but une 
brigade. had begun hi, march lowards the San Cosme gale, on av~ 
pfOllching which he found a large body of Mexicans poeted bet,ind 
dilches and in houses. They al once opened a hea,y fire of mUJ~ 
keuy. Cadwalnder', brigade having now arrived, his hOWIlZ&B 

, 
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were tbrown forward, together with a paTly or .L:trmtsher8 and pionef'rs, 
who speedily opened a way into the neighbouring buildings, driving out 
Of capturing the enemy, and advancing tinder covef lowards the ci ty . 
In tbis manner, though expoeed to tremendous fires, the di "ision 
fought its way up to the gate, where, after a most obstinate struggle. 
the enemy's main fort was carried, and the assailants entered the 
city. At eight, P••• , Worth halted, posted sentinels. nnd ordered 
his men into quarten, determining to lCDew the assault on the 
morrow. 

Meanwhile Quitman had been pressing along the Belen causeway 
with Buch ardour 11..8 to convert his feintaltncL: into 0. real one. During 
this advance he was expoeed to one of the most tremendous Ii res ever 
sustained by an American army; but, notwithstanding the reiterated 
command. of the general.in-cbief 10 return, his troops poured on. 
springing from arch to arch between the enemy'. voUel's, lind eRr 







ENtlUNC.B n,'TO M:&XlCO. 

tllring ODe battery after another until they arrived at the Belen gate, 
At this f.,rmida~le p<lI5t a sanguinary conflict took place, in which the 
garrison were defeated, and the Americans rushed with loud shoutll 
into the city. But direetly in their froDt glared another bauery 
flanked on each side by croas--fires, which soon compelled the IIl1&1lil· 
antt to take refuge in the adjacent housea. Here the fight raged 
with fearful violence uDtil night, when the Americana were ordered 
under shelter, and slept upon tbeir anns. Many valuable lives, 
including Ihose of Captain Drum and Lieutenant Benjamin, were 

losl during thie assault. 
Having thu l secured a foothold within the capital, Geneml Scott 

determined to carry it by storm on the fonowing morning. But at 
four o'dock, A. M., of the 14th, he was waited upon by a deputation 
from tbe authorities. requesting him to sign a capitulation in fllVOUI 

of the citizens, churcbel, and municipality. The general replied that 
he would agree upon no luch terms; but that tbe city being at hia 
merey, he poaselsed and would exercise tbe right of dictating wbat, 
in hia judgment, would be considered best. It W8S 800n diacovcred 
that Santa Anna and the army had evacu8led the city, The Ameri· 
can commander tben declared that he would levy a contribution upon 
the cilizens for tbe expenses of tbe army, but that the personal rights 
of all should be religiously observed. Orders were then issued to 
Generlll Quitman to advance towards the Grand Plaza, and to Gene· 
ral Worth to move ... far as the Alameda, a green park some disUlnce 
from the San Cceme gale. These IIIOI'ements were executed with 
olucrity. About eight o'clock, General Scott, with a brilliant staff, 
enttred the city, in full uniform and accompanif'd by tne remainder 
of ~ht army. His arrival at the Grand Plaza was hailed by hursts 
of national music and the reiterateti chet'rs of the soldiers, in which 

Jnuny of the j\.'lexicnns are said to have joined. 
Scarcely hod the excitement of this scene subsided, and the Arne· 

rienn! begun to dispeTl!e, when n scattering fire Willi opened upon tbe 
army by several thousand convicts atld others, Ulany of whom had 
been turned from prison by the flying gOl'crriment for this very pur· 
pose. Vigorous efforts were immediately made by General Scott and 
the authorities fOf tho suppression of thE'sc outrages; but thia \VIIS 
not accompliahed until many valuable Ij\"l~s had been ]o.;t, and parties 
dE'lpatched in all directions to blow up all houses frllin which shoUt 

wou ld be fired. 
Thua was tbe famed capital of the ~lonlezumas taken by a hnndful 

" 
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of men, 50 small as to !Jlartle him wllO IIl1empll comparison with tbe 
roemy. The hislory of modern day. has rarely Darrated fellta equal 
It) those of Ihis little anny IIDd their intrepid general. 'fhe number 
that marebed from Puebla on the 71h of AuguI' i.ataled by the com· 
mander at ten thousand seven hundrt'd and thirty-eigbt I II nil. BlId 
file. At Contreras and Chu rubusco, only eight thousand five hun
dred were engaged with thirty thousand; al Molino del Rey, thiny· 
two hundred and fifty were in the battle; while Chlpultepec aDd 
tbe capital were taken by less than ailt thouSftnd. The tolnl lou in 
these bottles 1Y88 twO thousand seven hundred and thrfl6, of whom Iince 
hundred and eighty.three were officers. .. Th is small (orce," says 
the commander, in his officinl despatch to government, "has beaten 
on the same occasions, in view of the capital, tho whole Mexican 
army of (at the beginni ng) thirty odd thousand men-posted always 
in chosen positions. behind intrenchments, or more formidable de
fencl'S of nature and art; killed or wounded of that Dumber more 
than seven thousand officers and men; taken three thousand seven 
hundred and thirty prisoners, one-seventh officers, including thirteen 
generals, of whom three had been pruidenta of tbis republic; cap
tured more tban twenty colours and sllmdanis, seventy-five pieces 
of ordnance, besides finy-seven wall piece., twenty tbousand sroaU 
arms, an immense quantity of .hOI, abella, powder, &c_ 

.. Of that enemy once 110 formidable in numbert. appointments, 
artiUery, &c., twenty odd thousand men have di.banded themselves 
in despair, leaving, as is known. not more tban three {ragments,
the largest about two thousand five bundred.-now wandering in 
different directions, without magazines or a military chest, and living 

at free quarters upon their own people." 
But the capture of the capital was not the actual clClS1l of the war. 

The Mexicans atill persisted with astonilhing fortitude in bellring 
up against their lou. and using every melln. to drive oul the inva
ders_ On the 13th of September, the garrison of Puebla, numbering 
about four hundred men, under Colonel Childa, were attacked by a 
large force of armed citizens. rancheros. and IIOldiers ; and a bombtlrd
ment was lustained until tbe 22<1, when Sa.nta Anna arrived with 
large reinforcements from the capital. Great preparations were then 
made for assaulting the garrison, which had retired to thl" IlOSts of 
San Jose, Loreto. and Guadalupe. On the 25th, Childs Waf sum· 
moned to surrender, but refused; upon which the Mexican batteriet 
were opened with increased violence upon Son Jose, which DOVl' 
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became the principal point of attack. This s('vere cannOnllde was 
heroically sustained by the garrison , who, notwithstanding the small· 
ness of their number, worked incessantly both in drrending- and 
strengthening their pOIition. "A shower of bullets." writes \hf' 
colond, "was constantly poured from the streets, the bnlconies, the 
housetops and churches, upon their clevoted heads. Nt'V,H did troops 
endure more fatigue by watching night after night-Ilor exhibit mOTtl 

patience, spirit, or gallantry. Not II. post of danger could present 
itself, but the gallant fellow! wert' ready to hll it. Not n sentinel 
could be shot, but another was anxious and ready 10 take his Illa("e. 
Officers and soldiers vied with each other to be honoured mnrtyn 
in their country 's cause." 

On the :301h, Santa Anna received information that Oene:di i.:tne. 
ha'ing marched from Vera CtUZ with a considerable force.. WM! ad 
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Tltncmg rapidly to the relief of the garrison. He therefore marched 
with three thousand men to meet him . Taking advantage of this 
reduction of the besiegers' numbert, Colonel Child, resolved on a 
sortie from the works against lome bouses Bnd barricades, whoae 6re 
had been extremely annoying. This was conducted by Captain 
Small BDd Lieutenant Morgan, who drove away the l'nemy with great 
loss. killing seventeen, and burning one hundred Bnd fifty cotton 
bales, of which the work was composed. The bombardment con
tinued until the 10th of October, when General Lane arrived with. 
reinforcements, and the enemy ret ired, 'I'he siege had lasted fortv 

days. 
General Lane had encountered the Mexican forces on the road 

\ from Vera CruZ". At the hacienda of Santa Anna he dispersed a 
party of guerillas, aDd another at the PII..!JOdl! Ovejas. On approach
ing the town of Huamanda, he lel\rned that a large force WIl.S there col
lected, with six pieces ~f artillery. At une o'clock the advance came 
in sight of the town, and weTe halted; while Captain \Valker, with 
his mnunted men, were ordered til. ga llnp fo rward and ente r, shnu ld 
his fo rce be sufficient . He fnund 1\ party of the Mexicans drawn up 
in the plaza, with several pieces of cannon . Charging vigorously, 
he drove off the enemy after a severe struggle, and captured tbe 
pieces. In the subsequent pursuit, Mnjor hurbide, son of the Mexi
can emperor, was captured. Unfnrtunately, the Americans nnw dis· 
mou nted, and scattered themselves around the equare. Here they 
were unexpf'ctedly charged by a body of lancers, and saved from de
feat only by the ski lful nlfmceuvring of their captain. Immediately 
after, the Americans entered the convent ynrd, where another action 
ensued. during which the gallant Walker was mortally wounded. 
\Vhen his death was announced, the 8OIdiel1l bu rst into tears. and 
charged the lancers with such fury 8S til. drh'e them from the grnund. 
Soon after, the American main body arrived, and completed the rnut 
nf the Mexicans. The latter lost one hundred and fifty men; the 

Americans thirteen killed. eleven wounded. 
Lane' remained at Puebla until the 18th of October, when he was 

informed that a body of the enemy. under General Rca, was at 
Atlixco, thirty miles distant. On the following morning, UI eleven 
o'clock, he sel out fo r tbat place ; und o after a forced march of five 
hours' duration, cam~ in sight of the enemy's advance at Santa Isa
lJella.. The cavalry were thrown forll'Q.rd to charge, when the Mexi
cans fell bec\: to a small hill, and fuught with g~at rt"solUlion until 

http:forll'Q.rd
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the arrival or the American infantry. when they broke and fled . A 
running fight ove r several miles ensued. until the Mexican main 
army WII.S observed posted on a side hill. behind rolVS of chaparral 
fences. The cafllry again charged, and a dOle conOict ensued, 
which was again terminated by the arrival or the American inrantry 
and artillery. The retreating fiaM was pursued to the city. when, 
night having arrived. Lane halted his troopa, and prepared for a 
bombardment. T his was conducted by the bright light of II full 
moon for about an hour. with greal destruction of life and property 
to the town. h was then surrendered hy the city Cl'lunciJ. The 
American lou wall one killed, one wounded; that of the enemy more 
than five hundred. After destroying or approllTiating such arms 
and ammunition as could be found, Lane returned on the following 
day to Puebla. 

On tbe 16th of October, Caploin Lavalette, with three vessels. 
entered the port of Guymas. and summoned the town to surrender. 
'rhis being refused, a bombardment was commenced on the 20th, 
which, after continuing more than an hou,r, with much loss of pro
perty, brought the inhabitanlll to terms. Lavalette then iuued a. 
proclamation claiming the post and town for the United States, and 
eSlobliahing ove r it a territorial government. The port of Mazat!an 
WIU captured by another portion of the squadron about the SlIme 
time. Not long after, Genem! Lane captured the lown of Matamora. 
At this period of tbe war the various guerilla bonds had become 
exceedingly troublesome, frequently cutting off all communication 
between different portions of the army. and sometimes capturing 
portions of the specie and ammunition trains. 

In November occurred the unfortunate difficulties between General 
Scott and hill. officen, which submitted the conduct of several to a 
military inveatigation. and caused tbe main command to devolve upon 
Generul Butler. 

PWI'ious to the recall of General Senti he had laid before the 
Me:rican authorities [January, 1848J the basis of a treaty, by which 
he hoped to restore peace to the twO countries. They appointed 
Lewis G. Cuevas, Bernardo Conto, and Miguel Atristain, comlllis
siunen. to conCer with Mr. Trist, the American envoy, at Guadalupe 
Hidalgo. After n. somewhat tedious negotiation. these gentlemen 
signed a treaty of "peace. friendship, limits, and seulement," be
tween the United SlIltel of America and the Mexican republic. On 
the 10th of March it wal passed. with some few alterations, by t"" 

11 h. 
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United Siaies Senate, signed by President Polk, and lransmiUl,d 
tL.rough Mr. Sevier to the Mexican Congrall, then aS8emblet! a\ 
Queretaro. That body agreed to the alterations on the 25th 01 
May; and tbu, after a duration of two yean, tbe W1IT, of which 
both nationa were heartily tired, Will terillinated. The treaty ae 
know ledges the Rio Graude 81 tbe boundary of 'fexat. secures to 
the Americans the fine barbour of San Francisco, with the gull 
Irade, together with the territories of New Mexico lind Upper Cali· 
fomia , for the sum of fifteen millions of dollartJ. News of peace 
was received in the city of Mexico, and olber places, with the ring
ing of bells, the firing of cannon, and otber delllonstrations of joy. 
The remainder of the month, with part of Juno, WQ8 occupied by 
tbe American conllnanuer in removing lila trOOpl and national Itorel 
from Mexico to the United States. Defore the close of the lalter 
month, the Merican terr itory had been entirely evacuated by its 

former conquerors. 
event8 of the Mexican war led the way 10 a 

pulitical rel'olution al home. In relalion 10 military 
affair.. in Mexico, the couTle pursued by the ad
ministration, whether judiciol!;! or not, waa severely 
crtticised hy lome of their political IIdveraaries. 
Tho gOl'ernmenl W;IS even "aid 1.0 be jealous of the 

rising popularity of those great leaders, Genemls Taylor and 
Scotl, and was acculed of pl~yin8 with the former the pan oC 
Dadd in the cISe of Uriah, in depriving him of his forces, 
when Santa Anna was advancing upon hlOt with twenty 

thousand men, and thlls leaving him exposed 10 almost cerlain de
struction. This accusation is too absurd to merit a serioua reCuta
tion. The anxiety of the COUDtry for the enCelyof the brave old 
man and his little ,band of heroee. was, however, inteDse; and, from 
day to day, lhe most melancholy tidinga were expected. What, 
then, is the effect when the first intelligence of the glorious viclory 
of Duena Vista arrives in the United States 1 Tbe whole country 
is perrectly electrified. If the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de 
la Palma, and tbe capture or Monterey, were sufficient to establish 
his reputation, what wonder thaI the people sbould now almost adore 
the man who, with means so slender, could accomplish results 80 
wonderful! "No other general," it was repeated, .. would b8l'fI 
dared 10 6ght the baLlle, and no olher could h~ve w~n it!' Gonerai 
T~ylor was firmly seated in the affections of the American peepi... , 

• 
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Ilnd enj'l~-ed a popularity little, if at all inferior to thai of General 
JRcksOll. 

N the 7th of June, 1848, while the country Willi 

etill ringing with the fame of Taylor's victories, a 
Whig National Convention was held al Philadel
phia, to nominate candidates for the Presidency 
and Vice-Presidency. The principal names were 
thoslI of General Taylor, General Scott, and Henry 

of Kenlucky. On the evening of the 6th, a Taylor 
meeting was held in IndependellOe-square, and Buended by 
nearly fifteen thousand people. Many of the delegates to the 
National Convention bad already arrh'ed, Bnd were present 

at this immense gathering. The Convention met next morning, 
and, after a ,ever., struggle, nominated General Taylor for the 
Presidency, and MiU.ard Fillmore, of New York, for the Vice-Presi
dency. The nomination was a wiae one, and was made at a fortu_ 
nate moment. The euperior availability of a aucceufu\ military 
leader, even long after bia moat brilliant exploits, bad been suffi
ciently proved in the election of General Jackaon, snd in tbat of 
General Hamaon. In tbe present instance, tbe whig. were fur
nished with a military chief, and with a populsr excitemem rendy
made to their bands. The democrats bad beld tbeir National Con
vention on the 21s1 of May, at Baltimore, the reeult being the nom
mation of Lewis Case, of Michigan, for the Presidency, and General 
W. O. Butler, of Kentucky, for the Vice-Presidency. In this con
(ention two sets of delegate. from two separate conventions in the 
State of New York claimed Slllatll, and were both admitted. This 
displeased both partiea, and they withdrew, leaving the importaot 
State of New York unrepresented. The friends of Mr. Van Buren 
ID that State, claiming that the IClion of the convention was not 
binding upon them, ISsembied at Utica, snd nominated him for the 
Presidency. This led to his renomination by the Free-Soil Nstional 
Convention 8L Buffalo sooo after, when his name was formally 81
lociated with thst of Charles F. Adams, of Ma88schusct18 . 

But nothing could withstsnd the enthusiasm of the people for the 
' heroic Taylor. It might have been 8aid that it was uncertain 
whether the General WII a whig or nOl, that the war was unpopular, 
sud that Mr. Clay could not, without tbe rankest ingratitude, be de
prived of th8 benefit of the powerful reaction i.n fsvour of wbig prin
dples-principles which he had long defended with 80 much firm. 
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nellS and ability. Yet, if any of the whigs deaired to retrace their 
sleps, it was found to be 100 late. They could not allay the ucite
ment which tbey had 150 easily originated. In thi. party struggle. 
howe"er. the intemperate enthuaium of lome former political cam· 
paigns was not manifested. The election in November decided the 
contest in favour of the whig.. On the 14th of February, IS<l9, the 
votes of the electoral colleges were counted, when it appeared that 
the whole number was twO hundred and ninety; of which one hun
dred and sixty-three were fur Taylor and Fillmore, and one hundred 
and III'enty-seven for Cass !lnd Uuder. 

IL POLK'S meullg{' 10 the 11\.81 Congre!!! which 
convened under his administration, is a most ale· 

and masterly document, We qunte from il 
folluwtng inlerc81ing passage in relation 10 the 

Mf'xiclln "'ar: 
"One of tbe most importsnI results of the war into 

which we were recently IOfced with a neighbouring nation, is 
the demonstration it bas afforded of the military strength of 
our country, Before the late wnr with Mexico, European 
and other foreign powenl entenained imperfect and erroneous 

views of our physical strength as a nation, and of our ability to pro
secllte war, and especially a war waged out of our own country 
They saw tbat our standing anny on the pesce establishment did 
not exceed ten thousand men, Accustomed themselves to maintain 
in peace large standing armies for the protection of thrones against 
their own subjects, 8S well 8S sgainsl foreign enemies, they bad uot 
conceil'ed that it was possible, without such sn anny, well disci
plined, snd of long sen'ice, to wa~e war successfully," Again be 
says: "Our citizen-soldiet1l Ite unlike those drawn from the popu
lation of any other country, They are composcd indiscriminatcly 
of all professions and pu rsuits; of farmen, lawyen, physicians, 
merchants, manufacturers, mechanics, and labourers; and this, not 
only among the officers, but tho private soldien in the ranks, Our 
citizen-soldiers are unlike those of any olher country in othor re
spects, Thoy are armed, and have beell accustomed from their 
youth up to handle and use fire-arms; and a large proportion of 
them, especially in the western and newly-aeuled Stales, are expert 
marksmen, They are men who bave a reputation 10 maintain al 
home by their good conduct in the field. They are intelligent, and 
wc." 11i1 au individU'llity or ch~,ctor which 'I il'lur: i In the t'!'lkll tJ 
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no other army. In battle, each private man, a.<J wpll as el'ery oflicer, 
lights nOt only for his country, but for glory and distinction among 
his fellow·citizens when he sllal! return to civil life." 

HE 30th Congress closed iUl session on the 4th of 
Afarch. A new and important department, called 
the Home Department, had been created, assuming 
certain branches of business formerly belonio;ing to 
the State Iud Treasury Departmen18, nnd thus 
greatly relieving the officers at the head of these 

departmen18. California, up to this time, had nOI been fur
nished witb a provisional governmont. The Territory of 
Minnesota, formed from portions of Iowa and Wisconsin, 
claiming that it was entitled to be regarded as the T errit<)ry of 

WiscoDsin, proceeded, after the admisaion of the latter to the U nioll, 
10 elect a delegate (Hon. H. H. Sibley) to represent them in Con
gress. He wu permitted to take hia seat, and before the close of 
the session of 1848-9, a bill was psssed establishing the territorial 
government of Minneeota, and defining the boundsriee of the 'ferri
tory. Hon. Alennder Ramsay wu appointed Governor of tbe 
Territory, and the fint assembly met in the faU of 1849. The prin
cipal aeulementa in Minnesota are St. Pauls St. Anthony, Still
water, and Mendota. In 1850, the territory contained a population 
of 6,077, and an area of 83,000 square miles. 

The Presidential term of James K. Polk upired on tho 3d or 
March. Mr. Polk'lII private character ...... alll unexceptionable. Cal
umny never even attempted to tarnish his spotless reputation. 
Though somewhat reserved, hie manners were plain and unllOphis 
ticated. Soon after his arrival at Nashville, he removed with hi. 
family to his new and elegant mansion at Grundy'e Hill, in the very 
heart of that beautiful city. Here he employed himself ill improv
ing and embelJiahing hi! house and grounde, assisted by Mrs. Polk, 
upon whose exquiaite taste in such mattere he grellily relicti. He 
was in the prime of life, hid occupied various public stations, nll~ 
hatl just rotired from the highest office in the gift of hiij fellow
citizens--the highest office in the world. In June, the unex pected 
tidings of his death were .pread through the counlry. While on 
his way from New Orleans to Nashville, in MilICh, 1849, he WIIS 

attacked with diarrhooa, from which, however, he ahu"l)' recol't:red. 
About the 1st of June, he had a alight attack of (e\'(' r, producl!tI hy 
over-exe~~= ill. arranging the bookll V. ~~ library This wns 5001 



!H,S ADllINl8TRATION OV JAMES E. POLl[. 

attelld' d witb diarrhlEa, wbich with him bad been a chronic diseuu 
for many yean!. For several daya no danger was apprehended j 
but the disorder soon assumed a more threatening aspect, and on 
the l ti th of June, in spite of the skill and \Oigilance of his physicians, 
tenninated in death. In bis lut hours, he professed his faith in the 
gospel, and receiveJ the rite of baptism at the handl of Rev. Mr. 
McFarren, of Ille Methodist denomination. 

HATEVER. may be the merit of tbis sdminis
ITalian, it cannot be denied that it was conducted 
with great ability, and secured to the Unitod 
Statel those territorial accessions wholo value 

hard ly be overrllled even by the wildest 
imagination. Who Cllon lell tho influence which 

the discovery of the "oldon regions of Caliro~nia must exoit 
upon lhe prosperity of our republic, and, we .might almost 
say, upon the dft~tiny of the world itself? It will aid grealiy 
in securing a solid buie for the currency of the country. 

The riche~t mine~ in the world, those of California and Australia, 
have, almost at the lame time, come under the control of its IwO 
most powerful nations-a coincidence which serves to maintain a 
balance or equality of wealth and power between thOfle nations, tbus 
affording additional security for the peace and harmony of both. A 
brief description of the newly-acquired territoriel will, we trust, 
prnve acceptable to our readers. An account of tbe discovery of 
California, and a sketcb of its early history, bave a1ready been given 
in a former part of this work. [See p. 112.] 

Upper or New California is bounded on tbe north by the 42d par· 
sllel of latitude, wbich divides it from Oregon; on the east, by tbe 
Sierra Anabuac and the Sierra de 101 Mimbres, continuations of the 
Rocky Mountains j on the south, by Old or Lower California and 
Sonora; and on the west, by tbe Pacific Ocean. ILl extent from 
north to soutb is about 700 miles, and from east to welt from 500 to 
800 milea, its area being about 400,000 aqusre milel. About 150 
miles from the coast, and running nearly parallel with it, is the 
Sierra Nevada, a range of mountains higher than tbe Rocky Moun
tains. Their more elevsted peaks are wbite with perpetuaJ snow. 
B('tween these and the ocean, and about fifty miles from the coaat, •• 

is anotber parallel range, called tbe Coaat Range. The vaUey be· 
tween them is the moat fertile portion of the country. Between the 
Sierra Nevada and the eastern boundary of the whole region,lies the 
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r,.,tar Balin, five bunared miles in diameter, four or five thousand 
fflet above tbo ocean, having the general character of a dcsert, and 
enclosed nn all aides by mountains. The Marih"W '&!Ji()1l, west of 
the Sierra Nevada, is, according 11) Colonel Fremont, the only part 
to which the name California appliea, in the currenl language nfth. 
country. "It is the occupied and inhabiled part, and $0 different 
in character-so divided by tbe mountain wall of the Sierra from 
the Great Basin above--aa to constitute a region to itself, with a 
alruclure, configuration, Boil, climate, and productions of its own.
Looking westward from the summit nf the Sierra, we behold the 
long, low vaHey of the Joaquin and Sacramento ri.ol'S--& valley 
Iyiug along the base of the Sierra, and bounded on the welt by the 
low coast range of mountains which separate it from the lea. The 
\'alleys of the Sacramento and San Joaquin form one valley, hut 
each i8 nallled from the ri"er which traverses il. The Sacramento 
traverses the northern. and Ihe SaD Joaquin the louthem valley. 
They unite at their entrance into the Suaun. or upper aay of San 
Francisco, within the limit. of tide water, and make, all a late ex. 
cellent writer remarks, .. a cOntinuous waler line" from one end of 
tbe great valley to the other. The valley of the Sacramento is 
divided into upper and lower, the former being farther up the river, 
and aome thousands of fcet bigher, than the lslter. 'fhe upper is 
about one hundred miles in length, Ille lower about two hundred. 
The fonner is hea\'ily timbered, and its climate and productions 
correspond to ita elevation. The vaUey of the San Joaquin is, in 
general, but a few bundred feelt above the sea. The Sacramento 

",,,,,,,,,,,. to tbe rapids, two hundred miles from il8 mouth. 
AN Franciscu Bay has been celebrated tll'er aince 

disco"ery as one of the best harbours in the world. 
It is separated from the sea by low rangos of moun. 
tllins, through which i. a single entrance, reSem_ 
bling a mountain pa.n, It is seventy-five miles in 
length from north to 80uth, or about tlnrty-soven on 

each side of the entrance, 'rha head o( the bay is auout 
(orty miles from the entrance, By projecting points, it is 
subdi vided into three hays. of which the nonhern two are 
called the San Pablo and Suisun Baya. The water in tbe 

bsy is sufficiently doop for the largest ahipa; and here, perhaps, all 
!he vesaela or the world might ride in safety, 

There are numerous small lakes in California. Lakll Duena 

" 

, 
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Vista, one of the sourC6a of the San Joaquin, is about eighty milca 
in iellgth and fifteen in brealith. About lixty miles north of the 
Bay of Sao .Fnnciaco, is a lake caUed by the Californians tbe lA
gaM. It is about fifty miles in length. The valleys in its vicinity 
are highly ferule, romantic, and beautiful. Near this lake is a 

mountain of sulphur. 
or Red RiveT, is the largest river of 

Upper California. Running nearly 1,000 mile., 
for the moat part between the lIouth and loutbwes t , 

it emptiea ~IltO ;ne Gulf of California, in latitude 
about 32° north. It has 86\'orll large tributaries, 

largest slld lowelt of which-tho Gila-ontets it (rom 
northeast, a little above il.8 mouth. Little ill known of 
region through which the Colorado flows. From tbe 

~ ,,,,,,,," of trappen, it would 8eem that tho river, through a 
large portion of iUl course, is hemmed in by high mountains 
and precipices, and that lhd adjacent country ia arid, sandy, ' 

and barren, 
The moat interesting section of California ia the vaUey of the 

Sacramento--a. tract already celebrated threugbout tbe world for ils 
pia«r" or deposiUl of gold, Sulter'l Fort, in the vicinity of which, 
we believe, the firlt known dilcoveries of the precious metal wero 
made, il about forty milel up the Sacramento. The gold region 
liel along the foot hilla of the Sierra Ne,.da, and reachea upon 
these hilla ahout five hundred milel in lengtb, and thirty or fony in 
breadlh. The atreams which flow from the Sierra into the San 
Joaquin and Sacramento ril'era, are from ten to thirty miles distant 
from each Olher. Tbey have many tributaries, lIe wild and rapid 
in their descent from the mountaina, but become more tranquil upon 
entering the plains below. To the banks and bars of tbese moun
tain streams, Bnd the channels of the gorges which intersect them, 
and llnough which lhe streams are forced when swollen by Ibe 
winter rains, the alluvial deposits of the metal are chiefly confined. 
This, according 10 Mr. Colton, aee rn1:l to bo a general law with re
gard to theae deposita in California. We are not aware IlIa! any 
geological theory haa been, OT can be, of any aervice to the gold. 
IUlIlter. In the opinion of the writer just mentioned, the only laws 
of any value in reference to alluvial doposits, are tile one just mon
tioned, and the law, that a heavy body wilt tumble down hill fa~ter 
than a lighter one, or that a nut .baken from a tree will drop through 
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the fog to tho ground. The I~rface-gold of California will probably 
ntH'er be wholly exhausted. Will the gold-bearing quam; rocks 
fail to yield the precious ore 1 This is the great quellion which 
time alone can fully soh·e. h is the opinion of 80me elninent men 
that gold-bearing quartll occupies a broad vein tbrough the whole 
extent of the foot range of the Sierra. Gold, in the shape of amall, 
delicate scales, is sometimes found in the sJate rocks. One lump 
of gold, perhaps the Jargest ever found in California, weighed 
twenty-three pounds, wu nearly pure, and of a cubical figure. 

UlCKSILVER is one of the most important min
eral of liIis wonderful country. Several 

i' tHe already known; but the richest ia 
forbes's mine, about aixty milea from San J08e 
AI this mine, with a few labourers, and two com 
mon iron kettles for smelting, they have already 

quickaih'er to a very large amount, and had, not long 
since, two hundred tons of ore awaiting the amehing process. 
The effect of tpese rich mines of quicksilver uPOIJ the 
wealth and commerce of the world, if kept from the handa 

of monopolists, can hardly be ovortllted. Mines of siil'er, also, are 
known to exist in the mountains of the gold rogion. 

The climate of the coast is unpleasant, at least, if not unhealthy. 
The 80ason8 are variable. The usual period of rain ill from November 
to April inclusive; but in Ilome years it is very abulldant, while in 
othtlrs it is very sparing, and sevenl consecUlive year8 sometimes 
pass n.way with scarcely any rain. The soothem coast of Upper 
California is bot and dry, except for a shoTt time in the wimer. 
The lengtb of Ibe wet seuon increases as we proceed northward i 
and, about the Bay of San Francisco, tbe nin8 are nearly constant 
from November to April, and fogs and heavy dews moisten lhe 
earth and nourish vegetation for the re8t of the year. Cl'llirornia is 
subject to long droughta, two years often bri nging scarcely any 
rain; yet vegetation does not suffer so greatly as might be expected, 
b(1cauae it ia sustained by tho fogs of the latter part of the night, 
and because the numerous mounta'!n streamlets afford tbe mean801 
natural and artificial irrigation. But glittering sands and glowing 
minea are not the only gif18 which Nature has laviahed upon this 
delightful land. Yet her sparkling streama 'l;nd verdant valea, hel 
golden grain waving to the zephyrs, her blushing froila and beauti
ful Bowers, had liule or no channa for the great world, until sht 

n IE 
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appeared arrayed in a gilded robe-hut, then, what a change! 
Emigrants rush from every civilized nation upon earth. Fifty 
thousand eager hunters for gold. of every bue and language.800n 
cover the slopes of the great Sierra. Even the inhabitant of the 
Celestial Empire, where emigration baa !)een a crime, baa found 
hi8 way thither. Neither distance, nor the dangers of the deeR. nor 
the dilleaSlla of tropical climatea, nor Ilven the infirmitiel of age, Te· 
strain the sordid, or Ib~ needy, or the ambitious adventurer from the 
dazzling but doubtful enterprise. What wonder that these ami· 
gTKnls should aoon, like the people of Romulul, find themselves a 
nll.tion of men alone 1 When dieeull showl its paJa face, it must 
not be relieved by the tenderness and aoothing care of woman. 
The home of ~lle he"rt, whiell Ihe alrmo can make-the home 
where fall the heavenly dews of sympathy, is not tllere. Many 
evils, too, were incident upon the great diverlity of character among 
the emigranta, especially before any regular government had been 
organized in the territory. But theu nils are gradually dimini.sh
ing, and, ere long, will probably disappear ror ever. Thousands, 
every. month, are passing to and rrom California. Her growth 
seems the work or enchantment; yet her government and inalitu

". tions ate fast seuling down to an orderly and permanent condition. 
The population or California in 1850 is supposed to have been 
180,000. Flourishiog towna and cities spring up aa if by magic. 
Such are Benicia, Sacramento City, Suiter, Vernon, Boston, New 
York, Stockton, Ahezo, Stanislaus, Sonora, and Crescent City, some 
or which already give promiae or future greatness. San Francisco 
has suffered greatly rrom firea. That of tbe 3d of r..lay, 18M, was 
peculiarly terrific and destructin. Originating in the careless act 

• of an individual in a paint ahop, it did not cease untHllle city .... as 
almost wholly laid in ashea. I,ta progress was most appalling. The 
finest hotela, the most substantial warehousea, the theatre, the 
museum, and ~n'ery newspaper establishmenl hut one fall a prey to 
tbe devouring element. Every countenance i8 tbe picture of horror. 
Thousands are turned into tho Ilreel.8 I!.lmost without notice, and 
without aaving even a suit of clothes. Houses of wood vanish like 
froBtwork, lhose of brick are" batteries of flame," pourillg fortb 
.. immense jel!l from their windows and doors," while" iron and zinc 
curl up like the scorched leavea of tbe fore sl." The losa of pro
perty is estimated at from leo to fifteen milliOD!! of dollars. TeD or 

http:dimini.sh
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twelve lives were lost, and aOOm twenty persons injured, some of 
severely. 

"'1~CoL~'-J, UT sueh is Ihe energy of ill inlHl.bitanta tbat, 
before the amoke of the ruina has cleared 
the wonderful city begins to rise like a 

phrenix. Ere long, scarcely a trace of the destruc
tion remains, aod prosperity sgain Imiles in San

F,,,,,j,,,,>--Ib, city dellined, in spite of competition, wind, 
and fiame, to be the great commercial emporium of Cali
fornia. 

A San Francisoo journal, of March 5, 1850, speaka of the 
terrible increase of crime, of all degrees, from peUy thefltO 

murder, and the pretty general belief that the Ia.WI, as they ha.d 
been administered, would alfurd bUI little security to life and pro
perty. The people, therefore, had arisen in varioul pans of the 
State, and constituted a new court. for the immediate trial of 
offenders. 10 Sacramento, an inoffensive man, for endeavouring 10 
scparate two combataol3, W88 Ihot down in the midst of a crowd. 
The people at once avenged tbe deed by conllituting a court of their 
own, trying the murderer, and hanging bim. "Lynch law," says 
the journalltbove mentioned, "is not tbe best law that might be, but 
it is betler than none; and so far 88 benefit is deril'ed from law, 
tllore is no other bere." On the 10th of June, 1851, a similar ex
hibition of popular vengeance WllII witnessed at San Francisco. 
The ci~y had long been infested with numerous desperadoes, ba nded 
together, in many instances, for the prosecution of their criminal 
designs. It was "ery difficult to detect them, and, even when they 
were discovered, next to impossible 10 secure their conviction and 
adequate punishment. In Ihis stale o{ things, many of the leading 
citizens had formed themselves into a detective and protective {orcc, 
and maintained a regular organization as such. On the night in 
question, John Jenkinl, said to be a native of London, was caught 
in the commission of a hea\'y robbery. Ho was at once arraigned 
before the committee alluded to, tried, com'icted, and sentence~ 10 
be hung. The sentence was executed the .rom~ night, in the pres
ence of an excited multi tude or citizens i and the rising sun Ihone 
upon the dead body of the rohber dangling frolll tbe comer of a 
bULlding on the public aquare. We bave already remarked, in aub
atance, that a beuer alate of things IlOW Ilfevaila in California. 

, 
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been once inundated by 
Rio Anlericana. " II came," saya Mr. Colton, 

"upon the inhabitan14 like a tbief in tbe night; they 
had only lime to jump from their beds; the roaring 
flood was al their heel.: 80me reached the sllipping, 
and lOme sprung into tho tOpS of the trees." A levee 

hal sinee becn built 10 exclude the water from tbe city. 
With regard \0 the extent of the newly-acquired territo

ries, it may be remarked that Oregon, Calirornia, New 
Mexico, and Texas, con91ilule a tcrritory more tban half a8 

large as that owned by the United Sun6a previous to their acquisi
tion. These four Iracts contain 763,559,040 acres; tile other SIat6s 
and territories contain 1,318,126,058 acres. The territory of our 
republic is now nearly lUI large a8 the wholo of Europe, The Mis
sissippi, so lately ill frontier, is now it! great cennal Til'er, No 
one, we lhink, will dispme the anertion of Mr, Polk, that the lIt

quisition of California and New Mexico,lhe settlement of the Oregon 
boundary, and the annexation of 'reus, extending 10 the Rio 
Grande, are resuha which, combined, are of greater consequence, 
and will add more 10 llie strength and wealth of the nalion, than 
any which have prtlceded them since the adoption of the Con

stitution. 
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CHAPTER LIU. 

ADMtN1STIU.T10N OF TAYLOR. 

inauguration of General Taylor would have 
place on the 4th of March as usual, but as 

day was tbe Sabbath, it was deferred nnlil the 
5th, when the new administration wall organized 
wilb highty impressive ceremoniel. The Sonate 
was convened at elel'en o'clock i and its future 

presiding ollicer, Mr. Fillmore, delivered n brief address, from 
which we exine! the following interesting passages; 

" h will not, I trust, be deemed inappropriate to congratu
late you upon tbe scene now passing before us. J allude to 

it in no panisan aspect, but as an ever-recurring event contemplated 
by the Constitution. Compare the peaceful changes of chief mag
istrates of this republic with the recent sanguinary revolutions in 
Europe . . Thero, the voice of the people has been beard only amid 
the din of arms and tho horrors of domestic conflict; but here, in 
our own favoured land, under ti,e guidance of our Constitution, the 
resistless will of the nlliioll has, from time to time, been peacefully 
expressed by the free suffrages of the people, amI aJlllave bowed ill 
obedient submi,siun to tbeir decree. The administration which but 
yesterda}· wielded the destinies of this great nation, to-day quietly 
yields 1Ip ita power, and, without a murmur, relires from the capitol. 

"1 congratulate you, Senators, and I congratulate my country, 
upon these oft.-recurring and cheering evidences of our capacity for 

$II 6l» 
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self-government. Let U8 hope that the lublime lpectacle which we 
now witness may be repeated as often at! the people shall desire a 
change of rulers, and that thia venerated Constitution and this glorious 
Union may endure forever." 

FTER the protiden! elect. with tho ex-president, 
commilteo of arrangemenL8, had entered the 

a procession was fonneu, and, pas
through the rotunda, arrived at the eastern por

,.."',.",,, of the capitol. Upon a 8taging above the stairs 
the portico, and in presence of at least twenty 

thousand people, General Taylor delivered, with a remarka. 
bly distinct utterance, and with full and clear emphasis, his 
admirable inaugural addro8&--ll plain, sensible, well-written 
document, willeh, for its brevity and elegance, is a model 
worthy of all future imitation. In the discharge of his 

manifold dulies, he said that his guide would be the Constitu. 
tion, for the interpretation of which he should look to the decisions 
of judicial tribunals established by ita authority, and to the praclice 
of the government under tbe earlier presidents, who had so large s 
ahate in its fonnation. He regarded bilIllJeif as choaen by the pe0

ple. under the assurance that his administnl.lion would be devoted to 
the welfare of tbe whole country, and not to the support of parlicular 
sections, or merely local interests. He should recommend to Con
gress such constitutional meaaures al might be proper for the pro
tection of agriculture, commerce,and manufactures, the improvement 
01 rivers and harbours, the apeedy extinction of the public debt, the 
maintenance of strict accountability on the J>3rt of all the officers of 
the government, and the observnnce of the utmost economy in all 
public expenditures. 

"In coneiusion," saya General Taylor, " I congratulate you. my 
fellow-citizens, upon the high slate of prosperity to which the good
ness of Divine Providence liaS conducted onr common country. Let 
us invoke a continuance of the some protecting care which has led 
U8 from sman beginnings to the eminence we this day occupy, and 
let us seek to deserve it by prudence and moderation in our councils ; 
by well-di rected attempts to assuage the bitterness which tOO onen 
marks unavoidable diffcrences of opinion; by the promulgation and 
practice ...! just and liberal principles; and by enlarged patriotism 
which shall acknowledge no limits but those of our own wide·spread 

lepublic." 
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HE oath of office was next ad ministered by Chief 
lueti ce Taney. AI the close of the inaugural cere 
monies, the roar of anillery resounded from one 
end of the city to the other. The Sen8te had been 
summoned by Mr. Polk to meet upon that day, and 
aid in the organization of the new government. On 

the 6th, General Taylor lubmitted his nomination. for members 
orlhe Cabinet, and his nominations were duly confirmed, viz., 
Jobn M. ClaytOn, of Delaware, Secretary of State; William 
M. Meredith, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of the Treasury; 

Thomas Ewing, of Ohio, Secretary of the Home Department; 
George W. Crawford, of Georgia, Secretary of War; William D. 
Preston, of Virginia, Secretary of the Navy; Reverdy Johnson, of 
Maryland, Attorney General; and Jacob Collamer, of Vermont, 
PoatJlUUlter General. The removala from office were fewer than 
under some former PrelidenLS, the old General being relJOlutely op· 
posed to euch remonta, whan deaigned merely 18 proacriptions-thus 
laking a position with which 80me o{ his fonner supporters were 
very much dissatisfied. 

One of the important diplomatic acts of Geneml Taylor'S adminis· 
tralion. was the negotiation of a treaty with Great Britain for the 
construction of a ship cansl between the A tlsmic snd Pacific oceans. 
Its perpetual freedom is guaranteed to all nationa upon jU!1 aud equal 
terms. This mesaure is one of the most important 81ep! take n in 
Ihe march of human impro,'ement duriug the present century. The 
couditions of the treaty cxhibil that enlightened and enlarged spirit 
of national phiianilirollY which does great honour to Mr. ClaYlOn and 
Sir Henry Bulwer, tbe British minister 10 the United Sta18S. In 
connection with tbe miraculous growth of California, and the im
mense emigntion to Ihal country. aa well as in otber relations, what 
mU8t be tbo effects of this treaty upon the improvement and pros
parity of the civilized world! 

During this Y(lar, the awful fatality, which marked the progre81 of 
tho Asiatic cholcra, excited almost universal consternation. Pur. 
suiug a di rection contrary to that of 1832, it roached our 8hores at 
tho southwest, and for a long time committed the most dreadful n\·
ages in Louisiana, Texas, and Mexico, and in the valley. of the Mis
sissippi aud Ohio, before it made its appearance at the North. In 
appalling numbers the people {ell before the dreadful scourge, the 
fatal reliults being no doubt multiplied. by the innperience of the 
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physicians in this disease, and by fear, improper diet, and that want 
of c1eanlinen which is, in lome meMure, unavoidable by the IJOOreT 
classes in all our cities. its malignancy at St. Louis, Cincinnati, 
Louisville, and the "nailer lowns upon the Mislissippi and Ohio, is 
unparalleled in the history of modem epidemics. In the latter part 
of November, 1818, it appeared at San Francisco, alld llIany a 
young mall from the Stale., while far away from his bOlllO and his 
kindred, feU a victim to the terriMa dcatroyer. Dusinen, in many 
places, sulJ'ered greatly from the prevalence of the diseaae. In a 
few weeks it gradually abated, and in the following mouth entirely 
disappeared. 011 tile 14th of May, it broke out in New York city, 
the first cascs occurring at a place celebrated for ils lil ~h, vice, and 
destitmion. During the week ending on the 21st of July, 714 per
sons died of cholera in the city of New York. The whole number 
of deaths was 5017; the whole nllmber of cases is unknown. 

of this fearful yisitalion, the President recom
mended that the fint Friday in August be observed 
throughout the nation as a day of fliSting and prayer. 
New Yurk and the Atlantic cities were relieved from 
the cholera in tile faU; but it still lingered III tbe 
somhwest, and, even in the fall of 18~O, raged more 

leu severely at various places in thliL portion of the Union. 
It had been, for some time, rumoured that an armed expedi. 

tion against Cuba was contemplated in the United States. In 
August, 1849, the President issued a proclamation, warning 

the citizens of the republic against engaging in an enterprise" so 
grossly in violation of Ollr laws snd treaty obligations." WhM elTect 
thiB proclamation had in preventing such attempts for the future, 
will be seen in a subsequent part of Ihis chapter. 

The rapid growth and brilliant prospecUJ of California, her adop
tion of II constitution by whicb slavery was to be forever excluded 
from her territory, and her iUlended application for admission into 
tbe Union, produced the most intense excitemont in every section of 
the country. Men looked forward with unusual interest 10 the meet
ing of Congress. The anti-alavNY men of the North exulted in the 
present situation of affairs, thinking it 10 indicate a slate of public 
sentiment which would lead 10 the uller extermination of shivery. 
The politicians and leading planters of tbe South, fearing perhaps 
for the present safety of their institutions, resolved to prevent, at all 
hazards, the admisaion of California witb ber present boundaries and 
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t.onslitution. AnOlher clement of contro\' ersy was the interest of 
Ihose speculators, in and out of Congress, who owned property in 
California. had received or were expecting coutracta from her exist
ing government. and upon whom her admission would confer IIplen
did fortunes. Another friend of that admiRlJion waa found in 
Colonel Thomaa H. Benton, United States Senator from Minouri. 
whose son,in-Iaw, Colonel Fremont, had immenlle poaseaaions in 
California-poneu ions eaid 10 cOnlain inexhaustible mines of gold, 
the title to which he naturally wished to place upon !l aecure foun
dation. Colonel Fremont wu also elected a United States Senator 
from California, and WR8 at Washington, with hit colleague, Mr. 
Gwinn, anxiously waiting to be admitted as a member of tile na t 
tionul council. 

N the 3d of December, Congre" commenced ils 
session. Its members shared in the excitement 
wrjch prevailed throughout the country. Many 

~~':;:~II::; efforte were made in the House to elect a 
Ilol The number of ballotlings Wat sixty-

three, occupying the space of twenty days. This 
"''"11"",d,"",' delay wu occasioned by the" free soil" mem 

though few in numbers, were able to prevent 
either of partiea from effecting a choice. The dem
ocratic candidate, Mr. Cobb, however, was at length electe!!. 

The message of General Taylor called the attention of Congress \0 
a revision of tbe tarilT, improvements in rivera and harbours. slrict 
neutrality in relation to foreign contending powers, anulbe estab
lishment of a branch-mint in California" and also recommended the 
admission of that territory with tbe CQnstitution she bad al ready 
formed. 

Early in tbe se88ion, Mr. Clay presented a series of carefully 
digested resolutions designed \0 aettle amicably all the questions in 
dispute between the North and the South growing out of the "ubject 
of slavery. These resolutions he supported, on a sub,equem day, 
br one of Lile most powerful nnd mnsterly speeche8 in the whole 
range of ancient or modern oratory. He had no per80nalllspirations 
of a political naLUre-he sbould soon pass away-be should 800n be 
beyond the reacb of praiae or censure, but he wished to make onc 
more elTort in behalf of the country which he loved, which he had 
aer" ed so long, and which would be dear 10 his heart to the lateat 
hour of his nistence. The Union itself was in daugtlf. Many 

n 
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..pefl'lons no longer tbought of II separation with dread, or trembled 
a' the calamities of civil war. ' .. Sir," said the ,enerable alateaman, 
" I implore gendemen. I adjure them, whether from the Soutb or tbe 
North, by aU they hold dear in this I';orld-by all their love of lib
erty-by all their 'eDeration for their anceators-by all theif grati~ 
tude to Him who baa bestowed upon them 8uch unnumbered and 
counden bleasings-by all the duties which they owe to mankind 
_and by all tbe duties which they owe to themselves, to pause, sol

emnly to paulo at the edge of the precipice, before the falal and 
dangerous leap ia laken into tbe yawning abyss below, from which 
nooe who. ever tIlke it ahall return in safety." Thiaapcech carried 
conviction to the minds of ull unprejudiced persons, and raised up 
in Congress a powerrul party favourable 10 compromise, and com· 
posed of whigs and uernocrats. of Northerners and Southemel1l 



AmUNI8TRATIOX OF 'fAn..nR. 611 

OHN C. CALHOUN, the great oralOr and Mates· 
man, then aenator from SOUib Carolina, took a deep 
inlereal in tbe great questions which were agitating 

country, and though extremely feeble in health. 
sometimes took part in the discussions of the Senale. 
He was unwell when he left home, and bis malady 

increased by his labours and mental anxiety at 
'W..hi, •• ,,,_ Yet· even rrom the bed or sieben he could 

to lift lip his warning voice against measures 
which, in I.is opinion, would benefit the North at the expense 

of tho South. At ,hi, critical ulld, we migbt perhaps eay dccisil'o, 
period, thie great champion of Southern interests, the man whose 
.tation as an eloquent advocate and faitbful defender of the righl3 of 
tbe Soutb, and wboee place in the affections of the Southern people 
can never again be filled, WI1.!I removed by death from the turbulent 
atena of political atrife, while yet tbe dark cloud of disunion seemed 
to hover over bis beloved country. The runeral obsequiesll{ this 
neat man, and the honours e"ery",bere paid to hia memory, demoll' 
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strafed the resped which all paniea entenained for his character, 
and showed, in the mOllt impressive and touching manner, ,hal his 
constituents were deeply sensible that their strong pillar bad been 
removed, and that its lou wu indeed ineparllbJe. 

Mr. Calhoun was bom in Abbeyville district, South Carolina, on 
the 18th of March, 1782. He was of an Irish family. His father, 
Patrick Calboun, wae born in Ireland, and at an early age came to 
Pennsylvania, whence he went to the western part of Virginia, and 
removed 10 South Carolina in the year 17~6. Mr. Calhoun's mother 
was a Miss Caldwell, of Charloston, Virginia. His early means 01 
instruction were limited by his location in a newly-sollied country. 
among a sparse population, sustained by emigrants from Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, with hut litlle connection with the lower conntry 
of South Carolina. At the age of thinecn, he was put under the 
charge of bis brother.in·law, Dr. Waddel, in Columbia cOlmty, 
Georgia.; but he had scarcely commenced his literary course, befote 
his falher and sister died. Hi8 teacher, occupied wilh hi! clerical 
dUlies, was a good deal abBent from home: on bis aecol\d marriage 
he resumed Ihe duties of hiB Ilcademy. Under his instruction, young 
Calhoun progressed with great rapidity. Before thia, however, hEl 
had a\'ailed himself of the ad,'antage of. Mmalllibrary, snd became 
def' ply interested in the perusal of history. In 1802, be became a 
student in Vale College, and twO years afierwlrds, graduated wilh a 
reputation for great abilities, and with the respect and confidence of 
his preceptors and a.ssociates. He afterwards studied Jaw, and for 
a few years practised in the couna of South. Carolina. He served 
for a. few years in the Legislature of that Sthte, and his great mind 
has left upon her slatute·book imprel8ions of great practical im· 
ponance to society. He ~'me into Congress at a time of deep 
and exciting intere!l '1 ne invincibility of Great Britain had 
olmost become proverbial. Dut Mr. Calhoun, in conjunction 
with Hemy Clay and others, among whom were Chelles and 
Lowndes, sustained the war of 1812 througlJOut, and forever ass()
ciated their namea with the glorious history of that period. At the 
close of Madison's administration, he was regarded as one of the 
Shges of the republic. In 1817, Mr. Monroe offered him a place in 
hill cabinet. His friends feared leatIlia bright reputation might bo 
tarnished in thia new sphere of action. Their fears were groundless. 
He assumed the duties of the War Department, and wbat was com· 
plex and confused, he soon re<\uced to simplicity and order. His 
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organization of the department, and his manner of discharging its 
undefined dUlies, hl,,·e the impress of originality and the IIl\nction of 
experience. He took his leat in the Senate ss. Vice-President on 
the 4th of MaTch, 1825. having remained in the War Dep,lrtment 
mOTe than seYen years. As the presiding officer of this body, he 
had the universal respect of ils members. Posterity will do justice 
to the parI which, at a laler period, he acted in the controveny be
tween South Carolina and the federal government. [See p. 526.] 
The death of Mr. Upshur left vacant the Slale Departmelll, which, 
by the common consent of all parties, Mr. Calhoun was cnlled to 
fill. "Under Calhoun'~ counsel," says one of his eulogisl.8, "TexlUl 
was brought into the Union; his name is a880cialed with olle of tlle 
most remarkable el'enllJ of history-that of one republic being an
nexed to another by voluntary consent." His connection with the 
executive department of the federal government terminat ...d with the 
administration of Mr. Tyler. While Secretary of State, he won the 
cooJidence and respect of foreign ambaasadora. His dispatches were 
marked by cJearneas, lagacity, and boldness . 

. CALHOUN waa an acute reasoner, well versed 
in all the subtleties of logic. Perhaflllo no man waa 

better qualified to make" the worse appear the 
reason;" perhap!, too, his Southern views 

prejudices were sometimes allowed 100 much 
influence over his judgment; but his lincerity, his 

strict integrity, hia love or truth, and his pure and incor
ruptible pa.triotism, were alwsya conceded even by his 
atrongest political opponents. A alatue of this distinguished 
man was executed by Hiram Powers, the great American 

aculptor, then residing in Italy. 
For months the resolutions of Mr. Clay occupied the attention of 

tbe Senate to the exclusion or almost all other subjecta. A proposi
tion was made by Mr. Foote to refer the whole mailer to a committee 
of thirteen. After & long debate this course was adopted, and the 
commiuee appointed, of which Mr. Clay was chairman. On the 
8th of I\'ay, be presented the report of the committee, including the 
famous "Compromiae or Omnibus Bill," the meaeures proposed in 
which were as followa : 

1. The admission of any ne", State cr Statea fonned out of Texaa 
to be postponed until Ihey .hall hereafter pre.ent themsell'ea for 
admil8ioo into the Union, when it will be the duty of Coogress .. 
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fairly and faithfully to execute the compact wi:h Tuaa by admilting 

luch new Siale or States. 
2. The admissi90 forthwith of California inlo the Union, with the 

boundariea she bas proposed. 
3. The establishment of lenitorial gol"emments, without the 

Wilmot proviso. for New MesiC(l and Utah, embracing oil the terri· 
tory recently acquired by the United Sialea from Mes:ic(). not con· 

tained in the boundllriea of California. 
4. The combination of these twO lut-mentioned meaaurel in the 

llama bill. 
5. The establishment of the wc,tom and northefll boundariea of 

Texas, and the exclusion from hor jurisdiction of oil New Muleo, 
with the grant to TaxRS of 11 pecuniary equivalent; and the section 
for thai purpose 10 be incorporated in the bill odmitting California, 
and establishing territorial goverl\mel\ts for Utuh 8110 New Mexico. 

6. More effectual enaclments of ln.w to secure the prompt delivery 
of persons bound to service or labor in one State, under tbe laws 

thereof, who escape into another State. 
7. Abstaining from aboliahing slavery ; but, under a bea\'y penalty, 

prohibiling Ibe 	slue·trade in the Dianici of Columbia. 
month. thi. report was the lIubject of a most 

~~~:;;':::i:a;nd, we are sorry to add, angry and I'iolenl 
~ i in the Senate. Almost every member 

entered the field of debate. The dignity of that 
bigh branch of the legislature was sadly 10"'ered 
by the rasb retort and disgraceful pertlonal invective 

ill Ivhich senators permitted themselves to indulge. But 

the violence of politicsl controverllY was soon 10 be rebuked, 
and, for a moment, arrested by a Bolemn, unexpected, and 

peculiarly afflic tive dispensation of Providence. 
Gencral Taylor had pIIItioipaled in the celebration of the ever' 

memorable 4th of July, and had sulferod greatly from exposure and 
fatigue. On the 5th. he was altackeo with a violent cholera morbus, 
and on the 9th, hia i\lue8!J, which llad not been regarded as danger
ous, ended in death. As no man, since tIle daye of WashingtOn, 
bad been more beloved tban General T~ylor, the effect of the news 
of his death, wIlen borne upon the lightning winga of the telegraph, 
can beller be imagined tban delcribed. The beart of the nation 
almost ceased to beat. Sidnell and gloom filled every mansion, and 
reached every cottage in the land. Even tbe most indifferent and 
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insensible felt RS if a father, a counsellor, a protector, and a friend 
had been taken from their 8ide. It WaB difficult to bow 6ubmia. 
sively to the irreversible decree of Providence. In every city, 
building' shrouded in the sable habiliments of woo, the tolli ng bell, 
the lolemn and plaintive Itrainl of mournful music, the funeral p~ 
cession, and tbe funeral oration spoke eloquently, but inadequately 
of tM deep and inexpressible grief which had filled e'ery heart. 
He who had been ao long inured to the hardship's of a soldier'a 
life-who, e,'en in the winter of his days, had lafely borne the 
toi l, and miraculously eacaped the dangers of the fieldlof Mexico 
who had never surrendered to au enemy of his country-the he· 
loved hero and the beloved President, had fulle n suddenly and uoex· 
peetedl y, while enjoy ing the reward of his services, and the 
affection and veneration of a grateful people. He had fought hi, 
last baule, and surrendered only where all must surrender-to a 
foe whose victory, sooner or later, is inevitahly aure. He len 
behind, as a priceless legacy, the br!ght uample of a man who, 
10 use his own dying words, had, Ihrougbout life," endeavoured to 
do 'his duty.n 

ENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR, thelecond Ion 
Colonel Richard Taylor, was born in Orange 

~,o""t' ., Virginia, in Novembe r, 1784. About two 
hu ndred years ago, his anceslors emigrated fro m 
England, and settled in Eastern Virginia. Afler 

~ "",;, ,,,:';"hi ,,ghlmsel f in the Re"olutionary War, IllS fathe r, 
......~ ... the yea r 1i90, left Virginia for Kentucky, settled on 

"dark and bloody ground," and for years endured the 
heavy trials then inseparable from a border life. Tbe shrill 
war.whoop, the gleam of the tomahawk, the abarp crack of 

the rifle, tbe homestesd laved hy the courage of his fsther, were · 
amoug his earliest recollections. It wu: in scenes like these tha t 
his young nen'es acquired firmness, and the foundation of his 
mil itary education and character was laid . He was lent 10 school 
at an early age. The venerable Elisha Ayers, now residing in 
P reston, Connecticut, was his teseher j and we have often heard 
him descaqt with rapture on the quick apprehension ofbis quondam 
pupil, his studious habita, and the many other excellences of hi. 
character. 

In his earlier military exploits, which were acarcely leiS glorioua 
than those of his later campaigns, he displayed alilhoso remarkable 

n 
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traits of character which have since elicited the highest admiration 
of his countrymen and of the world. In 1808, he entered tbe 
army 88 first lieutenant, in the 7th regiment of infantry, and hav
ing soqn distinguished himselC in border ekirmiahe. with tbe s.v
agel, and in the bloody battle of Tippecanoe, was promoted to the 
rank of captain. In the war of 1812, Captain Taylor was inlrusted 
wilh the defence of Fort Harrison, on the Wabash. Ita works were 
in a miserable condition, and it was garrillOned by only fifty men, 
thirty of whom were disabled byaicknesa. Yet, wilh this feeble 
aid, he immediately began to repair the fortification,. These were 
hardly eompJeled witen, on the night of the 4th of September. 1812, 
an alarm shot aummoned him from a bed of fever to meet the attack 
of a large force of the Miami Indiana. The aenlinela are driven in, 
a blockhouse ia fired by the enemy, and a thick. diacharge of bullets 
and arrowa ia poured in upon the fort . 'fhe howliDgw of the aavages 
heard in the darkness of the night, the shrieks of women and chil
dren, the terrer of the sick, and tbe apparently certain destruction of 
the garrison, would have forced almoS! any oilier leader to aurrender 
in despair; but nOlhing could ahake the calm bravery. or disturb 
tho cool judgmen\ of the youthful commander. Inapired by him 
with a portion of bia own energy, the soldiera exlinguiah ilie fiamea, 
and for aix hours return tbe fire of the Indians until daybreak enahlea 
the whilel to aim with greater preciaion; BOOn after which the In
dians diaperse and retreat down the river. One of hia superior 
officers, in a letter to the Governor of Kentucky, lays, "The firm 
and almost unparalleled defence of Fort Harrison by Captain Zachary 
Tlylor has raised him a fabric of character not to be affected by ., 
eulogy." It procured for him the rank of brevet major in the Ameri
can army. In 1832, be was advanced to the rank of colonel ; and. 
soon after the commencement of tIle Florida war, he was ordcred to 
that territory. Here, in constant and arduous aenice, he continued 
to distingulsl1 himse!t, and his whole career was such as 10 increase 
the-confidence and admiration of his countrymen. While in Florida he 
fought with the Seminolel the ever memorable baule of Okee-Chobee 
-a battle romarkable for the bravery and Ikill di8played on both 8ide8. 
Seven hundred Indian warriorl occupied a dense hammock, with a 
amall but nearly impaasable 8!ream in froDt, their Oanks being 
aecured by 8wamps thal were altogether impassable. Colonel Tay
lor's force amounted to abou~ five hundred men, composed partlyo' 
raw volunt.&ertl. With srelt n: :don, our loldierl, l inJUng nearly tc 

• 
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the middle in mire, crou the stream under a most galling fire, and 
a close and dosperate conflict ensues. In one of our compnnies 
voly four privates e!Jcape unharmed. During the fight, Colonel 
Taylor is constantly paasing on horseback from one point 10 another, 
and within range of the Indian rifles, without the least seeming 
regard fot his personal safety. The whitea gained a complete vic
tory-a victory which broke the power and spirit of the Seminoles.. 
and gained for its hero the thanh of the President of the United 
States-a victory whose importance W&8 still further acknowledged 
by the promotion of Taylor to the rank of brigadier-general by brevet, 
for" distinguished services in the battle of Okee-Choooe in Florida." 
The glorious victories of General Taylor .in the late war wi th Mex
ICO, have already occupied the atlention o(our readers. In person, 
Generol Taylor Will about the middle beight~ and was a little in
clined 10 corpulency. His countenance strongly indicated the real 
benevolence of hi, heart. As a military chi~f, he must be sllowed 
to .land in the very first rank. He was not indifferent to the good 
opinion of his countrymen, but he W&8 not deairous of political pre
ferment. At hia inauguration, hia appearance W&8 80 unMsuming 
that many persona could not, without difficulty, believe Ihat he wu 
the general whose fame bad filled the civilized world. What would 
have been his policy had he lived, cannot of course be known wtth 

f certainty; there ie every rellson, however, 10 believe that it would 
have promoted the peace and pr03perity of hi. country . 

... 
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POlf. )lILLA:aa ULLKO:all. 

FTER proper demonstrations of respect for thr 
deceased President, the business of Congress WI!! 

again rcsumed. On the 10lh of July, 1850, 1116 
Hon. Millard Fillmore lOOk the oath prescribed by 
the ConStilUtion, and succeeded General Taylor a.$ 

President oftbe Unitod SlaleS. Mr. Fillmore was 
born on the 7th of January, 1800, at Summer Hill, in Cayuga 
County, New York. He enjoyed only the advantages of 
common 8chools until the age of fineen, when he was ap
prenticed to the wool-carding business, in Livingston County. 

Here be remained four yeara, in the mean time de\'ollring the con
tents of the village library. ludge Watorwood, a sound lawyer and 
a benevolent man, perceiving his talents, prevailed on him 10 quit 
bis intended occupation, and commE-nct! the study of law in his 
office. In 1829, and the twO succeeding yean, be was elected to 
the State Legislature; and it was principally through his activity, 
zeal, and eloquence, thal the laws for imprisonment for debt were 
partially repealed. In 1832, he was elected to Congress, as a 
member of the House of Representatives. In 1836, he greatly dis_ 
tinguished llimself by his repon on the New Jersey case. 

The new cabinet of I\l r. Fillmore consisted of Daniel Websltlr, of 
Massachusetts, Secretary of State j Thomas Corwin, of Ohio, Sec
retaryof tbe T reasury; Cbarles M. Conrad, of Louieiana. Secre
tary of War; William A. Grabam, of North Carolina, Secretary of 
the Navy; Alexander H. H. Stewart, of Virginia, Secretary of the 
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Interior; Nathan K. I-lull, of New York, Postma~ter·GeneruJ; Ilnd 
John J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, Attorney-Generat. A cabinet of 
great ability, and one which commanded the respect aud confhlence 
of the country. 

discussion of the Compromise Bill. with all its 
violence and sectional jealousies, wu now con
tinued. The bill was brought out under favourable 
auspices, and supponed by the powerful arguments 
and eloquence of Clay, Webster, Foote, Dickinson, 
Can, and many others. Moderate men unu the 

friends of the Union everywhere had, therefore, greal hopes 
of its success. Dut the me~sage of Genllral Taylor had 
mcrely recommended the ndmission of California, the other 
questions being left to the future, and territorial gOl'ernments 

provided for New Mexico and Utah, as they might be in a condition 
10 demand them. This message was insisted on by &orne members 
of the government, and by their friends of the press, u defining the 
course of the administration; and its high authority, combined with 
other causes, Wil!l sufficient to defeat the Compromise Bilt. But 
essentially the same measures in separate bills were adopted before 
the close of the scssion. On the 26th of ,August, the Fugitil"e Slave 
Bill passed both houses. A bill was passed providing for the ad
justment of the boundary of Texas, and the establishment of a terri
torial government over New Mexico. Cslifornia was admitted with 
a constitution by which slavery is forever prohibited. Utah, when
ever admiued into the Union, was to be received with or without 
slavery, as itS own constitution may prescribe at the time of its ad
miSSion. The peaceful settlement of the exciting questions which 
h.d threatened disunion, if not civil war, greatly relieved the public 
mind throughout tbe country. To complete tbe matter, a bill abolish
ing the domestic slave-trade in the District of Columbia, received 
the sanction of both hOUSll1 of Congres9. This seuion of Congress 
dosed on the 30th of September. 

In the lWmmer oflhis yenr, the case of Dr. l ohn White Webster, 
a professor ill the medical college of Doston, and undbr lentence of 
death for the murder of Dr. George Parkman, a \'cry wealthy physi
cian of B06ton, cxcited the deepest eeJ}8alion throughout Ihe coun· 
tY)'. The high standing of the~partiel, the horrid detaill of the mur
der, and the doubts which, notwithllanding the conclusive nature of 
Lho el'idence, existed in tbe minds of mlJlly with regard to the guilt 
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of the accused, rendered the subject one of absorbing interest, and, 
indeed, drew the luendon of the whole civilized world. h was 
difficult to belieYe that a man in Professor Webater'. position would 
commit such a deed, merely 10 61caee the payment of a few hun
dred dollata. But all doubts were at lengtll removed by the confes
lion of tbe prisona, himself. The most earnest efforts were made 
t.o obtain a commutation of punishment; bUi they were unsuccessful, 
and tbe unhappy man w""' txecuted on the 30th of August. 

A more pleasing lourC6 of excitement was found in the arrival of 
'enny Lind, the celebrated Swedish long8trees, and, probably, in 
vocal music, the greatest artist of ancient or modern limes. The 
fascination of her manners, and the goodnou of her heart, no less 
than her unrivalled talents, contributod to win for her 0. popularity 
never bcfore or since enjbyed by any musical performer. 

NOTHER bero Boon followed the lamented Taylol 
in deatb. On the 19th of NO\'ember, Col. Richard 
M. Johmon, former Vice-President of the United 
Siates, died at his reBidellce, in Scott County, 
Kentucky, in Ihe 65th year of his age. His gallant 
achievements at the baule of the Thames have 
his name among those of our greatest heroes. 

General Hamson, who commanded tbe American forces in 
this battle, found his mOIl! efficient aid in the bravery of 
Colonel Johnson, who, at the head of his regiment, dashed 

through the enemy's linos, throwing them into complete disorder; 
when, an atlack being also made in the rear, the enemy were com
pelled to surrender. The famoua 'Tecumseh fell by tbe hands of 
COlonel Johnson himseif. W mle a member 01 Congren, be ac
quired a great reputation by his celebrated Sunday Mail Report 
againat the suspension of the Sunday mails. The people of many 
parts of New England will remember with pleasure the visit of Col. 

Johnson in 1843. 
The Fugitive Slave Law, whose passage has been already men

tioned, met with severe opposition in the free States, and attempts 
to enforce it sometimes led to scenes of popular tumult snd commo
tion. On its first passage, the law had created grest excitement at 
the North, and was by many yersona declared to be unconstitutional, 
&8 it seemed to contravene the right bf habeaa corpus, and deny to 
the fugitive any thing like a {air and impartial trial. The opinion 
uf the Attorney-General, Mr. Critt.enden, that the law did not con
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tradict !.he right of habeas corpus, WRS not sufficient to eiJence tbe 
Opposilion of the Northern abolitionists. 

The firet applicatiotl of the law was in the case of James Hamlet. 
He was arrested 00 the 27th of September, in the city of New York, 
examined before the United Slates Commia,sioner, and was delivered 
over to his claimant. 

N Detroit, the arrest of a negro, aI an alleged fugi. 
tive .Iave, created so much excitement, with threal. 
of violent rucue, that the military were called out, 
and, with loaded arms, esconed the fugitive from the 
prison to the court-room. The maner was finally 
compromised by the purchase of the slave, by pub

subscription, for the sum of 8500. This cue occurred 
in the early pan of October, and about the middle of the 
monlh occurred the fsmous calle of the Craf1s in Bos
ton. William and Ellen Crafts, reputed fugitive IIlaves, 

resided in tbe city of Boston. William H. Hughes and John 
Knight, as agents for the owner of the fugitives, 1'iailed Boston for 
!.he purpose of claiming them. After much delay, they procured the 
iuue of a warrant to arrest the slaves, hut were themselves arrested 
a8 kidnappen, put under beavy bonds, surrounded and hissed by the 
populace, again arrested for violation of law, and finally compelled 
to leave without effecting the object of thtlir mission. The fugi. 
tives, who had been in concealment, afterwards left the country fOI 
F.ngland. 

On thO' 23d of December, Henry Loog W88 arrested in the city oj 
New York. The event caused much excitement, but no attempt 
was made to resist the law. On the 8th of January, 1851, Judge 
Judson, of the United Slates District Coun, deliyered his opinion oj 
the case before a densely crowded audience, and ordered the sur· 
render of the fugitive to hi. claimant 

On the 15!.h of February, a slave, named Shadrach, was arrested 
in Boston. The consequences were a acene of great popular tumult, 
and the subsequent rescue of the pri soner by the mob. 'rhe claim· 
ant was John De Bree, of Norfolk, purser in the United Statea Navy. 
His stlorney aeeured the arrest of Sbadraeh, and hm:l him brought 
up for examinatioo. A delay, 00. the ground of want of preparation, 
being asked by the coungel for the prisoner, and granted by the 
Commi.88ioner, the coun-room is partially desened. A company, 
principally of coloured penon., ru.h in, resclle ilie sine (rom the 
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handa of the marshal and hit auislanl., and bear him away in tti· 
umph. A powerful eeDsalion was produced throughout the country. 
Tbe attention of government Wal aroused, and the President com· 
munieated a message to Congress in relation to tbe subject. Mean· 
while, the fugitive effected hia eacalM" Several persons were ar
rested and tried for aiding in a conspiracy 10 defeat the eJiOcution of 

tbe law. 
In tbe case of Sima, arrested in Boston on the 3d of April, tbe 

law was successfully enforced. An effort 10 take the prisoner from 
the United States t'l'larshal, and bring him before the State court for 
having infli cted, with a knife, a aev~re wound upon the officer who 
first arrested him, waa o\Oerruled, and the fugitive was finally sent 
home 10 his master. 

N the 2d (If December, 1850, Congress assembled, 
and the fiut annual message from President Fill
more was communicated to both house. on the 
same day. The accompanying report of the Sec
retary of the Treasury showed that the receipts 
into the 'freuury exceeded the expenditures by 

than four millions of dollars, and that the public debt bad 
reduced to about 1495,277. Among the impoTtant acts 

of the session was tbe paseage of tbe Reform P08tage Bill. 
It waa passed on the lut day of tbe senion. Although the 

rates of postage ar~ still higher tban many of the friends of reform 
wished them to be, the reduction is conaidorable, and will, by in
creasing the facilities for correspondence, undoubtedly be of great 
service to tbe country. In connection with the Reform Postage 
Law, a new sih·er coin, of the value of three cenlS, was authorized 
to be issued from the Mint. The tarilf waS amended at tbis session 
by the paSBage of a new Appraisemont Hill, providing: 18t, That 
imported articles ahall be appraised al their market nliue at the 
period of exportation; 2d, That to Ihis value shall be added all costs 
and charges, excepting insurance, and including the charge of com
miasion; and 3d, That these charges ahaH be made as the true value 
at the port where the same shaH be elltered. Thi8 established the 
principle of a "horne valuation," for which the friends or a high 
tariff have long contended. 'fhe session terminated on the 4th of 

March. 
Early in May, the Erie Railroad was opened. It extends from 

Piermont, on the Hudson, 24 mile8 above the cilY of New York, to 
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Dunkirk, on Lake Eric, a distance of 436 miles. This road-the 
greatest work ever undertakeu by private enterprise-connects the 
Oceafl with the Far Weat, passing through the moat populous and 
weahhy State of the Union, and, lik6 some mighty artery for the 
circulation of the lire-blood, com'eying Ihe products of the Wesl, 
and the manufacturee and importations of the East; while countless 
thousands avail themselves of an easy and pleasant mode of travel
ling through one of the most interuling portions of the country. 
The occasion of its completion and openiug was graced by the pr6
(lence of the Chief Magistrate of the Nation and (leveral members of 
the Cabinet. Along the entire route, the people turn out in masses 
to honour thf'ir distinguisluld visitors lind the greMt el'out which 
called them hither; and speeches and celebrations are the order of 
the day. The entire cost of this road was about 624,000,000, The 
T rail is used through its whole length. It employs over 100 en

and nearly 400 men.;"...r."" N the early part of this year, the attention of the 
cil'ilized world was strongly drawn to the Great 
Exhibition of the Industry of AU Nations, or the 
"World's Fair," at London; an uhibition planned, 
we believe, by his Royal Highneal Prince Albert, 
and one which will confer lasting honour upon his 

(4""",", as marking the commellcemeM of Ii new era in the 
prognl98 of the human race. Although tbe American de
partment at this exhibition was necessarily inferior in lome 
respec\!I to those of eome otber nations, yet, in (lome of those 

'Uts generally regarded III useful ratber than ornamental, the inven
tive genius of our people Ihon~ with pre-eminent lustre. The vic
tory obtained by the yacht America, in a trial of speed, created a 
great sensation in both hemispheres; and aroused the stlention of the 
English to our decided auperiority in the art of ehipbuilding, if not 
in that of seamanship. 1\11 American, Mr. Hobbs, also gain d great 
celebrity by exhibitiug a lock which, for the purpose of securing 
property, was found decidedly Ruperior to every other. 

Let us now recur to the contemplated iunsion of Cuba. Not
withstanding the proclamation of the President, an expedition for 
the purpose just mentioned lllft New Orleans on the 2!)th of April, 
1850, and on tbe 22d of the aucceeding month. It consisted of 
from five to aeven hundred men, under the command of General 
Narciuus Lopez, an exiled Cuban of some note, and considersble 

• 
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military experience. The ostensible object of tbia nlOl'sm8nt ","IS a 

voyage to California. and many, it is aaid, enlisted under Ihi. assur

ance. The business Was conducted wilh a secrecy. which pre
vented the knowledge of tbe American government, and eluded the 
vigilance of the Spanish conaul,. 

N the 19th of May, jUlt before daylight, General 
LOI)e:.& landed his forces at Cardenaa, a small town 
in the northe81ltem portion of the i.land. A com
bat eusues between the invaders and the garrison, 
and results in the defeat of the lalte'. The Gov
emor is taken prisoner, the palace plundered . and 

public money seized. But tbis triumph i8 of ahort dura
tIon. About daylight, II. body of Spanish !roop. appear, JUarch· 
ing upon the town, when tIle invaders demand to be recon
ducted to their vossels, in which they make the best of their 

way towards the coast of the U nhed Slat.es, reaching Key West just 
in time to escape a Spanish war-steamer serlt to pursue them. Some 
of tbt! party beiog left behind, are captured and 8Cnt 10 Ila\·ana. 
The reet acatter themseLves about Key Wost, and beg their way 
home, while Lopez himself reacbes Savannah and Now Orleans in 
safety, in spite of attemp18 10 detain him on II. criminal charge, made 
at tbe instigation of Ihe Secretary of Stale, but failing from want of 
evidence or proper jurisdiction, or for some other reaaon. About 
the same timo, the Susan Loud and another \'e8lo1 were captured 
ofT the coast of Cuba, with one hundred. men, collected for tbe inn.
aion of the island, but wbo subsequently declared that they embarked 
under false pretences, alld aupposed they were :oing lO California. 
After much negotiation, it being clearlyaeen thal our government 
had done all in its power to suppress tbe expedition, the prisoners 
were sent borne, and a good underst.anding once more eatabliahed 
with the Spanish authoritiea. General Quitman, ona of the herDes 
of the Mexican war, and Goneral Henderson, were prosecuted, at 
the instance of the gavernmelll, &8 secrel abcuors of the expedition. 
The trials ended in the early part of 1851, when, for wan~ of suffi
cient evidence, the defendants were acquined. Active measures 
being taken by the government, tbe operations of ilie invadera were 
checked for a season. 

Late in July, Ihe news arrived that a portion of the people of Cuba 
had taken up ann~ for the purpoae of throwing off' tbe yoke of Spain, 
.u.d achieving tbe political independence of the ialand. On the 2d. 

, 
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& prolluliciamtnlO had been iaaued by the revolutionists, whoat. head
quarters were in tbe yicinuy of Principe, which, with some smaller 
towns, was 8aid LO have declared for freedom. In eeveral skirmishes 
tbe ins)lrgentB 8eem lO have been the victors. Meanwhile, an ex
vedition from the United State., undljr Lopez, 1'.'88 litted OUILO aid 
the rel'olutionary party. On tbe night of the 11th of August, tlie 
General, with about 480 men, effected a landing at Playta8, about 
twenty leagues from Havana. Leaving Colonel Criuenden at thi. 
poim with about 100 men in charge of the etores, he proceeded with 
tbe remainder of hi. force to tho town of Las POSM. The inhabi
tants fled as he approached, neither joining his IItandard nor giving 
him aid or encouragement of any kind. Thc day aftor landing, Col. 
Crittenden was attacked by the Spanish troops, and, after struggling 
as long 81 possible, was compelled by superior force to retire from 
the field. Finding that neither Lopez, who was only three mile. 
off, nor any of the inhabitants came to their aid, they reaolved to 
return to the United States. They procured small boata, and had 
just got to sea when they were foUowed, and about fifty of them were 
captured on the 15th by the Spanish war-ateamer Habanero. They 
were carried to Havana on \he 16th, and nn the 17th were sbot by 
order of the government. Among the unfortunate I,ietim. were 
several Americans of diatinction. It waa at firat reported that they 
were 1I0t tried, but ahot immediatoly, and that their bodiea were 
.hoekingly mutilated, and every possible indignity offered to their 
remains by the Cuban populace. Bul these stateme nta were after 
war<hl contradicted. It WUl said tbat they were properly tried and 
conrlflmned. and that after their execution thev wpre decently in
terred. Some of them, among whom wa.a Colonel Crittenden, wrote 
letter3 to tbeir friends at home, all of which agreed Ihat Ibey had 
been grossly deceived at to tho atate of popular feeling in Cuba. 
When Ihe nows of the execution of the fifty men reached the Unilcu 
Stllle8, great excitement and indignation prevailed, large meetings 
were held in various cities, and tbe conduct of the Spanieh authori
ties in this brutal trallanction was condemned without measure. 
" ' hen tbe intelligence reachcd New Orleans, witb the report of the 
in.ulta heaped upon the dead bodies, the popular agitation waa over
whelming. The residence of the Spanish Consul and Ihe .hops of 
tbe Spaniards are attacked, and the office of a Spanish new.papet 
WI.! destroyed. 

~ .. 
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HE remaining portion of the force. under Lopez 
Wall tinally doomed to a similar defeat. On the 
13th, they were auacked by. large body of Spanish 
[roops at Las POlaa. The Iction Wal severe, and 
the Spaniards wore repulsed. Lopez lost about 
fifty men, but retained possession of the plac6. 

he 800n perceived that hi .. hopei of aid from the Cubans 
were groundleas, and that he could not maintain himself 
against the Spanish trOOPS, and he determined, therefore, 

conceal him86lf among the mounlainl. On the way 
thither several battles were fought with Spanish detaehm.·nts. the in· 
vadera Buffering severely in each, and inflicting lo ••es more or lel8 
serious OR' their opponents. Among the Spaniards who fell was 
General EDna, a distinguished officer, who was buried at Havana 
with military bonoullI. While the remaining troops of Lopez were 
breakfuting at Manitorena, on the 24th, they were lurprised by an 
overwhelming Spanish force, and completely dispersed. From that 
time, if we can trust the Spanilh accounts, they are zealously hunted 
down by all classes; the peasants puraue them with dogl, the negroes 
aid in thcir capture, and every part of the population display the 
most active aDd devoted loyalty 10 the Spanish government. On 
the 28th, Lopez, with only six fol\owera, was endeavouring to con
ceal himself, Ind escape to the lea-COUI; but on the 20th he was 
captured in the Pinos de Rangel, by a guide na.mcd Jose Antonio 
Castaneda, with fifteen peasants. He was conveyed by nigbt to 

Havana, where orders were immediat.ely given for his execution. 
It took place at seven o'clock on the morning of the lat of Septem
ber. He periBhed by the garot, !.IiI, an instrument consillting of an 
iron chair, with a back, upon which, at a point even with the head 
of the sitler, are iron c1o.11pa fitting Ille sides of the head, and a clasp 
to pass round the throat. Behind is a long iron bar attached to a 
acrew, which, by a single turn from the executioner, draws the throat 
and side pieces tight, and at the slime time sends an iron rod into 
the spinal marrow, causing instllntancous death. In the present in
lltance, the machine was placed upon a sca[lold, about Ion feel high, 
in tho centre of a largo square, surrounded by trOOps. Lopez be
ha.ved throughout like a brave man. I-Ie walked, surrounded by a 
guard, 10 tbe stepa of the scsffold as coolly as if be were at tbe 
head of bis troops. He was drened in a long white goWII, and a 
white cap. Hia wrisll were lied before, and above his elbows be
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hind, with cords, which were held by soldien. lIe ascended the 
steps with ~wo friends. He faced round, looked upon ~he soldien 
and the immense throng outside of the square; then turned round 
and knelt in prayer for about a minute. He then tose, turned \0 tbe 
from, and in a clear, manly ~oice, loud enough to be heard by the 
thOusands present, (it being as still as night,) spoke ae follows: 
"Countrymen: I moBt solemnly, in this last awful moment of my 
:ife, ask your pardon for Iny inju ry I have clused you. It was not 
my wisb to injure anyone; my object was your freedom and happi
ness." Here he waa interrupted by the commanding officer in front. 
He concluded by saying: "My intention was good, and my h(lpe is 
in God." He then bowed, turned round, and took his lellt appa
rently with as much cooluen III if taking a chair in a rOOIl1 with his 
friends. He placed hie head back, between the iron grasps, and th6 
negro adjusted the throat clasp, and tied his feet to bol~ on each 
side of the seat. During this preparation, Lopez convened with hia 
friends. The executioner takes his place at the iron bar behind. 
Lopez kisses the cross handed him by his friend, the negro gives 
one tum of the wrench, and Lopez dies instantly without a struggle. 
The military return to the city, the band playing a quick Slep, and 
the thousands dispel'lle with little or no noise. About 150 prison en 
remained in the hands of the colonial government, and were sen~ to 
Spain to be incarcerated. By tIle interposition of our gO\'Mnll\en~, 

~hey were released in a few months, and perfect harmony with Spain 
Will restored. 

BOUT this .ime scenes of great excitement were 
passing in California. Two men-Whitaker bnd 
McKenzie-were in prison at San Francisco await
ing their trial. Fearing that justice might not be 
done them, the aelf-appointed Vigilance Committee 
broke in the prison doors, took the men out on Sun

day, during divine service, and hanged them in front of the 
bui lding. An immense crowd of people approved and en
couraged the proceedings, and the authorities made very slight 
resistance to the mob. At Sacramento, three men, convicted 

of highway robbery, had been sentenced to be hanged. Robinson, 
one of them, was respited by the Governor for a month. The day 
for the execution of the other two arri\·es. The sheriff ordera Gib
son and Thompson to the plsce of execution, and directs Robinson 
to be taken to a prison-ship, in which he could be secured. The 



• 
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crowd refuse to allow :hia, and reain him in custody. The n.n 
otbers are executed by the sheriff. who immediately leaves Ibe 
Itound. Robinson is tben brought forward, and, after proper reli
aious exercisl:s, is a1so hanged. Theae Ir.nnctions created much 
excitement in CaHromia; but it 800n subsided, it being generally 
granted that justice bad heen altained, shhough by irregular means. 

interest Wa! excited, in tho early part of 
October, by the safe retum of tbe Advance and 
Rescue, two small brig1, the former of 140 tons, 
the laller of 90 tons, sent out by Mr. Honry Grin
nell, a weahhy morchant of New York city, in search 

Sir J ohn Franklin and his companions. Unsuccossful 
wi~b regard to ill! main object, tho expedition was yet not 
wholly fruitless, fI9 discoI'cries were made which lIerl'ed 
to revive hope with regsrd 10 the missing adventurers. 
The brigs entered \Vellington Sound on the 26th of 
August, 18:;0, and were joined by Captain Penny, who 

commanded the vessel lent out by Lady Franklin. The perse
verance of tbis lelf_sacrificing end deyoted woman baa touched the 
hearts of millions, Ind il wonhy of everlasting remembrance and ad
miration. On tho 27th, the navigators saw in a COfe on the shore 
of Beechy Island, or Beechy Cape, on the east side of the entrance 
of Wellington Channel, indubitable evtdence that Sir John Franklin's 
companions were there in April, 1846. There they found articles 
that had belonged to the Erebus and Terror, the ships under the 
command of Sir John. There lay, bleached to the whitencss of the 
surrounding snow, a piece of canvas, huing tbe nlUlle of the Tenor 
marked on it with ideBlructible charcoal. It waa very faint, yet 
perfectly legible. They also found tin canistera for packing meat, 
an anvil block, remnants of clothing, and other aniclea. Bul the 
most inslTuctive, yet at the same lime tbe moat melancholy traCl\S 
of the lost ones, were three gravel! in a liltle sheltered cove, each 
with a board lit the head, bearing the IIBmo of the sleeper below, 
wilh the due of his death. These dates wore January 1st, 1846, 
Janu~ ry 4th, 1846, and April 3d, 1846. The graves were in lati
tude about 740 north. There was evidence that the survivors had 
gone nonhwartl, for sledge tracks in that direction were distinctly 
,>lsible. On the 13th of December, 1850, the vessels staned to 
return, but were frozen in near Ine mouth of Wellington Channel. 
1<Ot nearly nine lllonlh. they W\lTe threal8Md. whb deltrc.ction from 
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the crushing of the ice around dIem, and were borne along by the 
soulhea9~ drif~, unlil, on the 10th of June, they emerged into the 
open sea, in lalitude 65° 30', and 1060 miles from the BPO~ where 
they were first fixed in ic&--a drifi which, for nlent and duration, is 
unparalleled in the biltory of Arctic navigation. The officers and 
men of the American velsels, after tbis season of fearful peril, re
turned without the 1088 of a single life, and in excellent health. The 
officers thought it far from impossible that Sir John Franklin might 
be stillali1'e, hemmed in by ice at some point which Ihey were un
able 10 reach. They sgveed in the opinion tbat a steamer ehould 
accompany any expedition which should hereafter be sem upon the 
same mission. 

"'" ON'GRESS assembled on the lst of December j 

lind, on the following day, the message of the 
President waa communicated to botll Housell. 
Among other subjecl1l slluded to in this document, 
W8ll the expected arrival of the Bungarian ex.gol'
crnor, Loui. Kossuth, to convey whom from Tur
United Stales Ilteam-frigate Missi.sippi had been 

commissioned by a vote of Congresa. The history of Koa-. 
auth'a efrorts and sacrifices in behalf of his country's freedom, 
and the story of hi. aufferi ngs while an exile and prisoner 
in a atrange land, are doubtleas familiar to many of our rea

dera. It was natural that the American people, 80 fond of liberty, 
should look forward to tha advent of !.he patriot and hero with no 
ordinary anticipationa. In conaequence of a change of arrange· 
ments, Governor Kossuth aailed from Gibralter to England in 
another \' essel, and after paning a month smid the hospilulitiea of 
the English, re-embarked in a ateamship, and arri1'ed III New York 
on tho morning of the 5th of December. The whole population of 
the city seems carried away with enthusiaam and excitement. Tha 
roar of cannon, and the huzzns of immense multitudes, honor his dia
embarkation at Castle Garden; and the subsequent military lind civic , 
parade through the great thoroughfare of the metropolia, amid decora
tions nf surpassing magnificence, exceeded any fonner demonstra
lion of reapeet for loft), patriotism and heroic virtues. Numerous 
banquete were afterwards given in houour of the cily'a dictinguiahed 
guest, and, on each of these occasions, Kossuth-perhll~ t:1 e great.
elt of living oralOre-pounli forth lbme maf{llificenl suains 01 
glowing eloquence whic~ "f:O in b mere pert.... III, , .... t,. \... ,·"pr. 

h' 
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powering emotions of delight and admiration. Remaining a ahort 
time at New York, Kossmh repaired to Washington, and was for
mally introduced to Congr~u and the President. He afterwards vis
ited Harrisburg, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, aud the principal cities of 
the Wesl, reeeh'ing everywhere proofs of the wannest sympathy 
and respect of the people. Since i1is arrival, and the delivery of his 
stirring appeals in behalf of his down-trodden country, the question 
whether, in cases like that of Hungtl.ty,our government should inter
fere with the etrorts of tbe dcspo\.8 to prc\'ent the attainment of lib· 
erty, hs, been discussed with the deepest interest, but has not 'yet 
been settled to the satisfaction of !Ill partiel. Upon the whole, how
ever, the neutral policy recommended by Washington has been pur
sued by the government j yet large contributions of money and arms 
were placed at the oi8posal of Kossuth by individuals or companies, 
acting in the capacity of private citizen8. After remaining in the 
Uniteo States s~veral months, Kossuth returned to England. 

N the 29th of July, 1852, the Hon. Henry Clay died 
at Washington, in the 76th year of his age. He was 

the time a member of the United States. Senate 
~;t:t rro.m the State of Kenlucky. The intelligence that 

:<''''~--:1J.'h' greuatatesman, the incomparable orator, and the 
incorruptible patriot was no more, was everywhere 

followed hy demonstrationa of unaffocted grief,.and tokens of 
ilie deepest respect for the memory of one who, by bis lat
ents, his 'leal, and his long and active services, bad contrib
uted 80 much to the pesce and prosperity of bis ·country. 

It was felt that the nalion had lost one of its ablest men. 
Mr. Clay wae born on the 12th of April, 1177, in a portion 01 

Hanover county, Virginia, familiarly known lllI the" Slashee." He 
was the fifth son of a Baptist clergyman, who is said to have 
preached with greal acceptaoce in Ihe diMrict above mentioned. 
His father dying when he had atlained his fifth year, he was left to 
the care of his mother, a woman of strong intellect, and every way 
qualified to superintend his education. But the means afforded for 
this purpose were very limited, and even these he did Dol enjoy 
without interruption. The narrow circumstances of the family made 
it necessary for him to del'ote much time to manual employments. 
"He was no stranger," eaya hie biographer, .. to the uses of the 
plough, the spade, and the hoe." By his frequent visits to a neigh
bouring gristmill, on Pamunkey river, he acquired the title " Mill-boy , 
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of the Slashes.n In 1792, his mother was married to Mr. Henry 
Watkins, and removed to Woodford county. Kentucky, with nU hel 
children, except Henry and his eldest brother. At the age of four 
leen, we lind him in a email drug store, kept by RiehnrdDenny.in 
Richmond, Virginia. SOOIl after this, he entered the office of 
Peter Tinsley, clerk of the High Court of Chancery. 

The venerable Chancellor Wythe, a gentleman of great wonh 
and profound learning, attracted by his habits and appearance, gavtl 
him Ihe benefit of his instructions, and made him his amalluensis. 
In 1796, he left the office of Mr. Tinsley, and went to reside with 
Bobert Brooke, Esq., attorney_general of Virginia. He now, with 
great success, availed himselr or the opportunity to proaecute the 
atudyor law to grealer adl'antage tban before, Near the close of 
179i, he was licensed to practice at the bar by the judgee or the 
Virginia Courl of Appeala. His talents, acquirements, and elo
quence soon placed him in the first rank as an advocate, and pro

• cured for him continual profe8sional employment, By the qualitiee 

" 
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of his mind and heart, be was well fitted to conduct criminal caseB . 
and it is justly regarded as a remarkable fact that, although many of 
tbese were intrusted to his care, he waa nefer in a single instance 
defeated. One remarkable example may be cited in proof of his 
wonderful abilities. Two Gennans, father and lon, were indicted 
for murder, and were tried in Harrison county. The act of killing 
was proved by clear and strong evidence; and it was not only con
sidered a case of murder, hut a very aggravated one. Tbe trial 
continued five days, at the close of which he addressed the jury in 
the most eloquent and imjl;lSsioncd manner. They were 110 touched 
by .his pathetic appeals tllS! th<'y gave a verdict of manslaughter 
only. After another hard day's struggle, he procured all arrest of 
judgment, by which hia clients were 88t at liberty. Theyexpreued 
their gratitude to their deliverer in the most glowing terma; but an 
old ill-favoured woman, the wife of one of them, and mother of the 
other, returned ber thanka in a different manner. Throwing ber 
arms around Mr. Clay's neck, she repeatedly kissed him in the 
presence of tho court and spectators. "Respecting her feelings," 
saya one of his best biographen," be did not attempt to repulse ber, 
but submitted to ber caresses with such grace and dignity as to 

elicit OUlbursts of " 
career of Mr. Clay IS a politician commenced &8 

far back as 1797_ His earlyelTona in this new field 
aufficientlye,ince hi. philanthropy and patriotism. 
Hia mind WM of a It.rong cast., and, acCuatoOled from 
early years to do ita own thinking, it made bim It 

man of unbending opinionB. ilo neyer cxpressed 
himself on any great. queltion until he had tully diacussed 
the subject in all iu bearings in bill own mind, and hill con
clusions were unalte.rable. Kind in heart, courteous in hill 
milliners, eloquent in debate, beloved at his domcstic fireside, 

aud honored in the uationAl counsels, he l>e<:amo one of the greateat of 

American 8t8te8lucn. 
The odious Alien lind Sedition Lawa, enacted in 1798 and 1799, 

found iu him olle of thcir most formidable opponents. On one 
occasion, the people bad IUIIlcmbJed in a grove uca.- Lexington to 
listen to 8 debate betwcen the friends /Uld enemies of thesc hwa.. 
They were first addreliCd by Mr. George Nicholae, au opponcnt of 



, 
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tne laws, in a vigorous, lOgica l, and effective speech, by which the 
people were wound up to the highest degree of emhusiasm. 'J'he 
speech of Mr. Clay, who followed him, Beellil to have been a most 
wonderful enmple of all the higher attributes of eloquence. Mr. 
William Murraynexl acldreued the people in favour of the lawa; bUI 
without effect, 80 clearly had their evil tendency been 6J:poIIed by 
Mr. Clay. He would not have been allowed to proceed, had not 
the speakers before him urgently asked for pennillion. When 
another reply was attempted, the people could be reatrained no lon
ger. They Jush furiously towards the place occupied by the speaker, 
who i8 compelled to re treat in haale to save himself from Ilersonal 
violence. Seizing Clay and Nicholas, they bear them upon their 
shoulders to a carriage, and, with enthusiassic cheers, draw them 
through the streets of Lezington. 

R. CLAV'S 10lle of liberty was again evinced, al 
later period, by his efforts in behalf of alruggling 

and alili later by the intereat which he 
in the cause of South American independencl'l. 

bill prohibiting "our citizens to sell vesaela of 
war to subjects of a foreign power," W&8 opposed 

by him because, however disguised, it would be underfltood 
by the world as a law to discountenance any aid being 
given to the Somb American patriots. His speeches were 
often read at Iho head of the South American armies, aQd 

always served to increll8e the zeal and courage of the aol. 
diers. 

About the beginning of the yeu 1810, his attention was turned to 
the subject of domestic manufactures. From that time, he continued 
to ad\'oeate the doctrine that encouragement and protection should 
lJe extended by the general government 10 American indultry, and 
if not the sole framer, was ever regarded as the father, and as the 
ableBt champion of wbat is called tho American System. 

The Eleventh Congress commenced its scssion on the 3d of De
cemlJer,1810. Whell the subject of rechartering the United Stalel 
Bank wa.e brought forward for discussion, Mr. Clay was oppoaed to 

a recharter of that institution. The dangerous tendency, ... well aa 
unconstitutionality of the measure, were abown by him in tbe molt 
lucid and convincing manner. His powerful argumenLS pre",iJed, 
and the cbarter was not renewed. 
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S the aggressions of Great Britain upon our c6m
merl;e, and her imprenment of OUf seamen into her 
sen'ice on auapicion tbllt they were British subjects, 
c(luld no longer be endured with eitber safety or 
honour, Mr. Clay luangly advocated a declaration 
of war against that power. The declaration was 

made on the 18th {If June, 1812. His speech on the bill to 
increase the amlY, delivered in the HOUle of Representatives, 
January 8, 1813, showed bis wonderful control over the feel
inga of his audience. A con ect idea of ita eITect cannot be 

obtained by merely reading il. The pathetic effect of dial part 
which relalcs to the imprisonment of American seamen, it is impoa. 
-s ible to describe. Men of both political parties, the friends and the 
foes of the orator, forgot their antipathies, and wept together. He 
concluded by !Joying," We are told that England is a proud and 
lofty nation, which, disdaining to wait fo r danger, meets , it half 
way. Haughty ae ehe i8, we once triumphed over her, and if we 
do nOI listen to the counsels of timidity and deapair, we shall again 
prevail. in such a cause, with the aid of Providence, we must 
come out crowned with eucceas; but if we fail, let U8 fail like men, 
luh ourselves to our gallant tars, and expire together in one com
mon struggle, fighting for fAEE TRAOE ANO SEUIANS' RIGHTS." 

The question of the admission of Miuouri to the Union-a ques
tion embarrassed by the subject of slavery, created, in and out of 
Congress, an excitement perbap8 unequalled in the political history 
of the country. The disuacting question was finally settled. and 
the excitement allayed, principally by the ekill and untiring exer
tions of Henry Clay. His lervices in settling the fearful contro
Tersy between South Carolina end the federal government, have 
already been trealed of in a forllIer chapter. [See p. 527.] 

The penonal appearance of Mr. Clay is 8!lid to have been im
posing, yet highly prepossossing. He woe tall, eomewbat thin, 
but very muscular. His carriago was eaay and graceful, and his 
manner!J dignified, cordial, nnd kind, without the slightest appenr
ance of haughtiness. His open Rud uprenive countenance mir
rored faithfully the feelings of his soul. His eyee were small, and 
of a blue or dark gray colour. Hi8 forebead wu broad aDd high. 
His mouth W!JS large, but auongly indicative of talent and energy. 
The tones of his ,·oice were deep and Bil"ery, and its modulation 
"au exquisite As an orator, hia claim to the highest rank is un

• 



ADMlNl8TRA.TlON OF FlLLlfORE. 635 

questionable. His control over his audilOry, and his power of en
chaining their attention, were trulyastorYshing. His delivery was 
a perfect model of elocution . A gentleman who witnessed one of 
hill great efforts, says, " Every muscle of the orator'8 face was at 

work; his whole body seemed sgitated, as if each part were instinct 
with a separate life; and his small white hand, wi.tb illJ blue v"in. 
apparently distended almost to bursting, moved gracefully, but with 
all tbe energy of rapid and vehement gesture. The appearance of 
Ihe speaker 8eemed that of a pure intellect, wrought up to il8 mighti
est energie8, Rnd brightly glowing througb the thin and transparent 
veil of fle8h Ihat enrohed it." Whale\'er may be thought of Mr. 
Clay's political views, it is evident that benevolcnce, sincerity, and 
pMriotism, were prominont features of his character. 

F all Iho6e great statesmen and brilliant orators 
who, for the last twenty yeal'8, have taken the lead 

our national legislalure, there were t"re~ to whom 

~~~~,::;;::::~,:,::o::n,sent, it would 8eem, ball assigned a 
~ above all others. Two of these bad 

now pasled away; the third, and perhaps the
""'''''''''w,,, ''''''' to follow hia distinguished asaociatea. The 

country was soon to 108e the mightiest intellect that had ever 
watched over its illteres18 and destinies. On Sunday morn
ing, October 24. 1852, Daniel Wehster died at his residence 

in Marshfield, MassachuaetllJ, in the 71u year of hil age. Retir
ing to his favourite country-seat, in order to recover his energies. 
which had been depressed by official labour and temporary indispo
silion, he was soon violently att.acked with disease which, afte r a 
brief course, terminated in death. At the lime of his decease, he 
was a member of the Cabinet, in wbich he occupied the position of 
Secret.ary of Stale. 

The family of Daniel Webster wu of Scottish origin, hut paased 
some time in England before the final emigration. Thomas Web
sler W 88 sellled at Hampton, on tbe coast of New Hampahire, M 

far back as 1636. NOllh Webster, lhe learned philologist and lexi
cographer, W88 of a collatera l branch of the fami ly. Ebenezer Web
IIer,the fatber of the orator, was a lIlan of imposing appearance, and ill 
described as erect, six feet in heigbt, and broad and full in the chest, 
with a military air acquired from his long service in the wars. Early 
in life, be enlisted as a common soldier in a company of rangers. 
Tbe services of Ibe rangers, it is' well known, were of great import· 

s. 
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ance in the French and Indian wars. He followed Sir Jeffrey Am
herst in the invision of Canada, gained the good will of hi, superior 
officers bib;1 fidelity ,nd bravery, aoJ waa advanced 10 the rank of 
captain before the termination of the war. AJ\er the close of tIle 
contest, Colonel Stevens, wilh 80me of his neighbours, procured of 
Benning Wentworth, the royal governor of New Hampshire, a grant 
of the town of Salisbury. Captain Webater waa one of tbe seltiers 
of tbeonewly-granted town,hip, and received an allotment in its nor 
them porlion. Soon after his seulement in Salisbury, be married 
Abigail Eastman, hili second wife, and the mother of Eaekiel and 
Daniel Webster, the only 80na by hi. lecond marriage. He built a 
frame house near the log cabin which, it seems, he had previously 
inhabited. In this house, Daniel Webater was bom on the 18th 01 
January, 1782. In the Revolutionary War, not yet fully terminated, 
Captain Webster had served with distinction. He was at the battle 
of White Plains, act~d as major under Stark at Benlliuglou, and 
contributed hiB share to the succe" of the American commander. 

Mr. Webater's early opportunities for acquiring an education went 
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very limned. The district sc hool of those da.ys, when compared 
with those of the preaen! time, was very defective. His first mUiter 
was T homas Chase, his .econd was James Ta.ppan, who, it would 
seem from a letter of Mr. Webster, was living in Gloucester, Maas., 
as late as the early part of 1851. Some benefit was derived from a 
small library founded in Salisbury cy his father, in conjunction wim 
the c1ergymsn. and Mr. TholDson, the lawyer of me place. In 
May, 1796, he entered me Academy at Exeter. The strength of 
his mental powers was even then apparent to an attentive observer. 
On entering the Academy, he was placed in the lowest class, con
sisting of a few boys of no great brightne"s of intellect. At the end 
ofa month, after morning recitations," 'Vebster," say, Mr. ElDery, 
their instructor, " you will pass into the other room and join a higher 
c1as~;" adding," Boys, you will take your .final leave of 'Vebsler. 
yo. will never see him sgain." 

In February, 1797, he waa placed under the care of the Rev. 
Samuel Wood, miniatet in lbe neighbouring town of Boscawen. On 
their way to Mr. Wood'a, his fathfot tirst disclosed to him his intention 
of sending him to college. " I remember," says Mr. Webster, " the 
very bill which we were 18cending, through deep snows, ill a Ne w 
Englaud sleigh, when my fathe r made known this PUlpa.8 to me . 
I could not speak. How could he, I thought, with so large a family. 
and in auch narrow circumslances, think of incurring so great an 6X

pense for me. A wann glow ran all over me, and I laid my head 
on my fathe r's shoulder and wept." . 

E completed his preparation for collego with Mr. 
Wood . Here, too, he laid the foundation of hla 

: k,w " t"d"oof the ancient clallics, especially the 
Roman-a knowledge which he greatly increased 

coilege, and preserved, during bis active life, 
by constant recurrence to the great models of an

He elllered Dartmouth College in 1797. In 
he commenced the study of law with Mr. Thomp· 

son, the next·door Ileighbour of hia ruther. He remained 
until it becamo neceuary \.0 do something to obtain a 

little money. In tbi. emergency, application was made to him to 
take chargs of an academy at Fryeburgh, in Maine. In September, 
1802. he returned to tlte office of Mr. T hompson. In July, 1804, 
be reBided in Boston, snd before commencing ths practice of law, 
purBued hia studies for siI or eigbt months in the office of the HoD.. 
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Christopher Gore. an eminent lawyer and slate.man, distinguished 
for his sound j udgment, practical good sense, and rate intellectual 
qualities. This golden opportunity was not thrown away upon Mr. 
Webster. 

When about to be admmed to practice in the Suffolk Court of 
Common Pleas, he was ofl"ered the \'acam derbhip in the Court of 
Common Pleas in the county of Ili1Iaborough, N. H. The feee of the 
office were about 81500 a year. They would have afforded a cer
tain support in place of a doubtful prospect, aod would have cMbled 
him at once 10 bring comfort inlo his father's family. He wall will· 
ing to sacrifice his hopes of future eminence to the welfare of those 
80 dear; but Mr. Gore, unwilling to consent to such a 108a, suc
ceeded in persuading him to rofuse the onice. In the spring of 
1805, young Webster was admitted to the practice of law in the 
Conrt of Common Pleu for S uffolk county, Massachusetts. His 
father ""as now associate judge in the Court of Common Pless in 
Hillsborough county, New Hampshire. Judge Webster lived but a 
year sfter this-long enough, however, to hear his sou's firs~ argu
ment in court, and to be gratified by the cheering indicltions of his 
future success. After practising a short time It Boscawen, our 
young lawyer remo\'ed to Portsmouth, where be continued the busi
ness of his profession for nine years. During tbis period, he de
yoted himself, without remission, to the Itudy and practice of law . 
He seems to ha~e risen slmost immediately to the hesd of bis pro
fession in that part of the country. 

N No~ember, 1812, he was elected to Congress, 
and lOOk his soat at the fint s088ion of the Thirteenth 
Congress-an extra s6ssion callod in May, 1813. 
Here he rose al once to an equality with the most 
dis tinguished memberll. His first speech, de livered 
on the 10th of June, 1813, took the House by sur· 
Men left their seats in onler 10 aoe the speaker face 

to face, and aat down, or sLOod on the floor, fronting him. 
All listen, in almost breathless si lence, to the whole speech, 
which, being over, many persons, among whom are some 

who widely dissent from his views, warmly cOlllpliment and con
gratulate the orator. 

The project for a Bank of the United 8tale8-& project introduced 
about thia time into the House, wu opposed by Mr. Webeler, Cal
houn, and Lowndes, mainly on the f.'Tound thaI, to enable tbe bank 



ADID!ruITRATlON OF J'ILLl,[OKIt. 639 

UI ex.ist under the conditions .pecified, it WIS relieved from the 
necessity of redeeming ita notes in specie; in other words, it was 
an flrraugemenL to issue an irredeemable paper currency. During 
the greBtor part of the year 181li, Mr. Webster was busily engaged 
in the practice of law. Though be had his sllare of emilloyment in 
New Hampshire, it did not furnish an adequa~ luppon for his in· 
creasing family. The deltruclion of his house, furnilure! and 
library, with many of his manulcriplB, by the great fire at PorlBmouth, 
in December, 1813, rendered his exenions necessary in order 10 
meet his increuing expenses. In the Fourteenth Congress, he was 
instrumental in procuring the pussge of a resolution which restored 
to a lIounJ basis the currency of the country. 

That ~Ir. Webster is entitled 10 rank with the greatest oratorll 
either of ancient or modern times, will never be successfully dis· 
puted. lIis speech in reply to Mr. Hayne, delivered in the Senate 
chamber of the United States, January 26, 1830, is generally con· 
lIidered as his greatest effort. The accounlS wbich writers have 
given of the eloquence of Demosthenea, Cicero, Sheridan, Phillips, 
Houry, and Ames, were stripped of their seeming extravagance; 
and the wonderful and soul-subduing effects of their oraiory were 
again renewed. "Of the effectiveness of Mr. Webster's manner in 
m!l.ny parll," says Mr. Everett," it ie impossible 10 give anyone 
nOI present the fainteat idea. It haa been my fortune to hesr some 
of the ablest speeches of the greatest living orators on both sides of 
the water, but I must confesl I never heard any thing which so com_ 
pletely realized my conception of what Demosthencs was when he 
delivered the Oration for the Crown." 

S he went through the magnificent peroration, his 
countenance glowed as if he were inspired. Hil 
"oice, exerted to ita utmost power, penetrates every 
recoss of the Senate, and e\'en the ante-rooms and 
stairways, as he pronounces, in deepest tones of 
pathos, these words of solemn significance: " When 

my eyes shall be turned to behold, for the last tillie, the sun 
in heaven, may I not see him shining upon Ihe broken snd 
dilhonoured fragments of a once glorious Union; on States 
di8levered, discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil 

feuds, or drenched, il may be, in fraternal blood! Let tht'ir IlISt 
feeble and lingering glance rather behold the gorgeoua ensign of the 
republic, 1I0W known and honoured throughout the earth, slilI fuJI 

.1 8HZ 



640 .u>lIINlSTKATION OF' Il"lLLllOR&. 

high advanced, its ann, and lrOphi68 atrelming in tbeir original lUI:!' 
tre, not a stripe erued or polluted, nor a lingle ltar obscured, bearing 
for its mouo no sucb miserable interrogatory as, ' What is all this 
worth l' nor thOle other words of delusion and folly.' Libert)' first 
and Union afterwards ;' but everywhere. spread aU over in charac
tel' of living light, blazing on aU its ample folds, .a they fioal over 
the sea and over the land, and in every wind under the whole 
heavens, that otber sentiment, dear to every American heart-LIB' 
ERTY ,4.ND UNION, NOW .NO FOREVER, ONE A.ND IN8l:PARAIILE!" 

The last words of the lameuted Webater are contained in the 
exclamation, " [ still live!" In their lIoble8t sonse, how emphatic 

,are these word.! how forcible , how eloquent, how impressive, and 
how true! Yes, indeed, he still lives, the mightiest of our mighty 
intellects !_lives in the glowing words of his own immortal pages 
-lives, and will live, in the gratitude and admiration of mankind to 
the latest generations! Clay, Calhoun, Webster-immorlal and 
glorious triumvirate! worthy of being named with Chatham, Cicero, 
aDd Demoathenes-your eloquent voices are hushed in death; bu. 
the memory and benefilll of your services nnd patriotism" atiU live," 

and, let us hope, willli'e forever 

, 
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OIlAPTER LIV. 

ADllLVISTRAllQN OF FRANKLIN l'IERCE. 

HE approaching expiration of Mr. Fillmore', torm 
of serv ice turned the attention of the people 10 the 
election of his successor, and induced a preparation 
for one of those periodical exercises of popular 
power which form the distinguishing fealUrtB of 
thi' free and happy republic. 'rho first nomination 

candidate was made by the democratic pany, assembled 
in oationsl convention at Dallimore. in June, 1852. 11 was 
wilh great difficulty, and after a protracted sessioll, that a 
candidate could be agreed upon, in consequence of the num· 

oor of prominent statesmen wboso names were pre8~ted, and whoso 
pretensions were adhered to wilh pcat tenacity by their respective 
supporters. Among them weTe Lewis Cass, of Michigan, William 
L. Marcy, of New York, James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, Stephen 
A. Douglas, of Illinois, General Butler, of Kentucky, and General 
Houston, of Tuas-all men of great ability and experience, and of 
undoubted fidelity to the party j men, too, aome of whom had con. 
ferred distinguished honor on the American name abroad by their 
brilliant diplomacy, alld at home had acquired a high national repu

6<' 
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lalllln by their ch'il and milita.ry servieos. Being unable to unite 
upun either of theile, it WAS fi911ly found advisable 10 take up a new 
name, and. on the forty-ninth ballot. a very nearly unanimous sclec
tion was made in the penon of General Fu.NIlLIN PIERCE, of New 
Hampshire----lhe ballot.'l being 283 fur Pierce, 1 for Marcy, 2 (or 
Buchanan, and ;a for Caes. With much greater facility, Col. Wx. 
R. KISO, of Alabama, formerly U. S. Senator from that Slate, and 
at the lime Acting.President of the U. S. Seoale, was selected 88 

the candidate for Vice-President. 
HE Whig Con~ention foll owed shortly after, in the 
same month, in Baltimore, lind experienced sim.ilar 
difficul ty in arriving at a choice of B. candidate. 
The wishes of a large majority of the party were 
I'cry nearly divided between a re_nomination of Mr. 
Fillmore and the selection of Gen. Winfield Scott ; 

while a small portion of the delegates favoured tbe nomination 
of Mr. Webster. On the fifty-third hallot, the choice, by a 
8mal1 majority of \'Qtes, feU upon General SCOTT; and Wil. 
A. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, wu nominated for the Vice 

Presidency. , ' 
T he Free-Soil party put forth, as their presidential candidate, the 

Hon. JOHN P. HALE, of New Hampshire, and the ul tra Anti.Slavery 

party also organized under distinct leadere. 
Thus marshalled, the various plUties engaged in the political con

test. After an animated canvass, the election wu held simullan~ 
oU51y in every Stale of the Union, on Tuesday, the 2d day of No
vember, and resulted in favour of the democratic candidates. The 
electoral college consisted of 296 members, of whicb254 were fOT 
Franklin PIerce, and 42 for Winfield ScOtL . By States, Gen. Pierce 
received tbe VOles of 27 Stalel. and Gen. Scott of 4. No more de
cisiYe election has been hold in thia country of late years. The 
second election of Gen. Jackson, in 1832, and the election of Gen. 
Harrison, in 1840, are the neruesl approaches to it in point of unani· 

mily 
Not long before ilis inauguration, die family of tbe Prel:lident elect 

was cal\ed upon to submit to II most awful and heart.rending dispen
sation of Providence. By one of tbose fearful railroad accidents, of 
late quite tOO common in thia country, tbey were ~ummoned to weep 
over tbe re,mains of a beloved SOD, a youth of the most promising 
talenta, and, for maDY reasons, an object of particular affection. The 

http:milita.ry
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people throughout tho Union, ltnd olhers elsewheru, were deeply 
affected by this evenl, and ahared sincerely in the sorrows of the 
.'lHeted family. 

T is perhaps unnecessary to attempt an analysis of 
the differences which existed between the twO lead
ing parties of the country at this lime, or of the 
causes which led to the poli tical result just recorded. 
Really, tbere would seem 10 have been few ques
tions lit issue leading to partisan division or calling 

partisan tupport. On the question of the compromise 
measures, 80 called, including the Fugitive Slave Law, 
intended 8S a settlement ' of the lale sectional disputes 
which agitated the country, both parties were agreed, and 80 

distinctly set forth in their respective resolutions, or " platforms," 
adopted in convention . Indeed, adherence to these measures IVai 
considered a .riM qua no,. of successful political action, and no can
didate could have recei'fed a nomination from either party who walll 
known to be opposed to them. The Bank and Tariff i~8ues. the 
former long" obsolete," and tbe laller practically ugeleu, as public 
opinion ran, no longer entered into the canvass j or the latter, if at 

all, to a very limited degree. On the subject of Intemal Improve· 
ments, the old party landmarks were etill perceptible, it ie true; but 
there was little or no effort to make political capital out of this ques
tion. Even on the 8core of military popularity, which heretofore is 
8upposed to ha\'e exercieed a preponderating influence in fal'our of 
particular candidates, ooth panies were very nearly matched---(!ach 
candidate being possessed of a mililary reputation i the adva ntage 
indeed being with the candidate of the party which was destined \0 
defeat, whose military laurels had heen long wom, having heen won 
in many a hard-fougl,! battle and brilliant achievement in the service 
of his country. The election, in its result,8eems rather to bave 
been determined by otller Clllge9 than these. Popul{lr dissatisrac
tion with the policy of the existing whig administration in regard to 
the foreign relations of the country-prejudice created by au alleged 
prodigality in the use of tile public funds, and indiscretion in the 
allowance of doubtrul claims-together with that periodical desire 
of change which to 8. marked degree affects the popular mind, and 
cbaracteril:es our national elections; these, witb other ca.uses even 
lells directly rela.ted to the usual political issues, apJl'lar to have led 
to the success of tbe democratic party. Wbatever of justice there 
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may have been in the above specified charges, a.s a whole it cannOl 
be denied that President Fillmore eecured to himself a large share 
of popular respect, and relired from office having earned lhe reputa
tion of a discreet and able execuli'e chief. 

PIERCE, ItillS virtually President.
of the United States, was born, of revolution

ancestors, in the town of HiIIsbol'Ough, New 
on the 23d day of November, 180·' j 

he was therefore 48 yean of age at tho time of hia 
election. Having soryed hia nalive State with 

fidelity and reputation in varioua capacitiea, be was in the 
summer of 1833 elected to Congress, laking hia aeat in the 
house in December of the lame year. In 1837, be wa~ 
elected 10 the U. S. Senate. Hi, congrlllsional career, though 

comparatively brief, reflected credit upon his talents aa a ats tesman 
and oralOr. In tbe important diacu8aiona which occupied the ,uen
tion of Congress during th ill period, we find him taking a conspicu
oua part, and rendering an undeviating aupport to the measurea of 
the patty wilh which he was identified. He reaigned his eeal in 
the Senate befOUl the expiration of the tenn for which he WaR 

elected, preferring the quietude of domeatic and profeuionallife to 
the turbulent arena of national politics at Washington. He "Iso, for 
the 88me cause, refused the office of Attorney-General of the United 
States, which waa proffered him by Preaident Polk.. The break
ing out of the Mexican War found him al home engaged in the avo
calion!\" of a private citizen. When the call for volunteers was 
made, he immediately enlisted for the war, taking tbe field wilh the 
rank of brigadier.general, in connection with the Ninth, or New 
England Regiment, which during the conteat 80 aignalized itself 
for its gallant deeds. At the cloae of hoalilitiee he resigned bis 
commission, and returned to hia former privacy in New Hampshire. 
The official repom of the war llll bear hononrable teatimony to the 
bravery and active military senices of General Pierce; and it ie 
nOI to be doubted that a recollection of hia patriotic conduct in d~ 
\'oting himself to the eervice of hia country in thia emergency con
tributed materially to the crealion of that popularity by which he 
was eventually enabled to attain to the highesl office in the gift of 
the people. 

Mr. KJNO, lhe auccenful candidate for the Vice·Preaidency, on 
the aama ticket with Mr. Pierce. had long acquired a national 
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reputation, baving been more tllan tbirlY years in the publi( ,orvico, 
and for many years the presiding officer of the U. S. Senate. 

On the 9th of February, 1853, tbe votes of the Electoral College 
were counted and declared in Congres9, and the election of the 
auccesaful candidates officially announced; Rnd on Ihe ensuing 4th 
of MilIch Mr. Pierce was publicly inau8llrated in Washington, and 
took the oath of office aa President of the United Stales. 

His inaugural addre .. on the occasion was anxiou,ly looked for, 
and received wilh general satisfaction by the people. So judicious 
and unexceptionable were its ,entiments, and so truly American was 
it iu character, that it met wilh nearly universal com!IlenulItion from 
the press of all parties. It fully realized in its pledges anu doctrines 
the expectations of the party instrumental in elevating him 10 power, 
and by ita just and discreet tone conciliated, in a marked degree, 
the favour of the opposition. 

HIS importam paper, foreshadowing as it does the 
general policy of President Pieree'l adminiatration, 
and presenting the view. and intentions of the gov
emment in relalion to some of the most important 
subjects connected with the welfare of the country, 
at lin interesting juncturo of ;15 history, demands 

that we bestow upon \t more than a cursory notice. We 
shall, therefore, proceed to speak of it in detail. 

With an expTession of tbanks for the manifestation of the 
nation's confidence in his elevation to a position of 80 great 

responsibility-one not 8Ought, but accepted in obedience to the 
popular will-be proceed, to speak of the country'. unparaUeled 
progression in territory, population, and wealth. The stars llpon our 
bam:er have become nesrly three-fold their original number, our 
densely populated possessions skirt the lIbores of the Iwo greal 
oceans, and yel, he adds, this vast increase of people snd territory 
haa not only lIhown itllelf compatible with the hannonious action of 
the States and the federal gOI'ermnent in their respective constim
tional spheres, bUI has afforded an additional guarantee of Iho 
strength and integrity of both. This noble result is to be attributed 
to the wisdom and energy of tho early founders of tbe republic 
They possessed a calm faith, springing from a dear view of the 
sonrcn of power, in a government constitoted like OUJ'8. They 
proved themselves eqoal to the lolution of the great problem, to 
underslsnd which their mindll had been illuminated by tbe dswning 
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lights of the re'folulioD. The objed 80ugbt wat nol a thing dreamed 
of ; it wa~ a thing realized. They had exhibited not only tqe powel 
to achieve, but what an hillOry affirms to be 80 much mpre unulual 
the capacity to maintain. The opprened throughout the world, 
from that day to the present, have turned their eyea hitherward, nol 
to tind tbose lights extinguished, or 10 fear leal they sbould wane, 
but to be constantly cheered by their ,teadyand increasing radi 
anee. In tbis our country haa, in the President'. judgment, thus ral 
fulfill ed ill highest duty to suffering ilUmanilY. I t baa spoken, and 
will continue 10 apeak, not only by its worda hut by its acts, the lan
guage of symp,:llhy and encouragement to Ihose who earnestly listen 
to ita tonas, which pronounce for the largest ntlond liberty. nut 
pre-eminently the power of our advocacy reposes in 9ur example; 
though it should be remembered that no example can be powerful 
for lasting gorn.l, whatever apparent advantages may be gained, which 
is not based upon eternal principles of right and justice_ 

N view of the plllt experience of the country, show. 
jng that its extension hn not militated with its 
well-being, but, on the contrary, has but added lO 
its strength and prosperity, the President declares 
that the policy of his administration will not be con_ 
trolled by sny timid forebodings of evil from a still 

J,.rtlb" expansion. And evidently having in his eye the ac_ 
quisition of Cuba, proceeds to remark: "Indeed, it is not to 
be disguised that our aUitude as a nation, and our position on 
the globe, render the acquisition of certain possession!! not 

within our jurisdiction, eminenlly important for our protection, if not, 
in the future, eBSentia( for the preservation of the rights of commerce 
and the peace of the world. Should they be obtained , it will be 
through no grasping spirit, but witll a view lO obvious nalionai in
terest and security, and in a manner entirely consistent with the 
strictest observance of national faith. We hsve nothing in our his
tory or position to invite aggre8lion; we have every thing to beckon 
us to the cultivation of the relations of peace and amity with all 
nations. Purposes, therefore, at once just and pacific, will be sig
nificalllly marked in the conduct of our foreign affairs." He declares 
further, that no act within tbe legitimate scope of his cOllstitutional 
control ..... ill be tolerated, on the part of any portion of our citizens, 
which cannot challenge a ready justification before the tribunal of 
he civilized world i and adds,lhM an administration would be un 
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worthy of cOllfidence at home, or respect abroad, should it cease to 
he influenced by the conviction, that no apparent advantage can bc 
purchased at a price so dear aa that of national wrong or dishollour. 
Tht'Se observations. so distinctly and significa ntly made, display ,he 
intemionll of the administration in regard to the mode in which the 
acquisition of Cuba shall be made, should , during its term of office, 
lucb an acquisi tion e'l'er he practicable . They preclude the idea oC 
force and unjust seizure, or tbe supposition that any armed es:pedi
lion from Ihis country, havi ng in view the conque~t and subsequent 
Inne,;alion of Cuba, would meet with greater tolerance than under 
an ad ministrat ion more professedly conservative . T he vague fe ars 
which may havfj been apprehended upon this aubject, consequent 
upon the triumph of the party avowedly the fast fr iends of territorial 
extension, and particularly of Cuban annexation, hal'e, therefore, by 
the declarations of Preaident Pierce's Inaugural, been thoroughly 
dispelled. Cuba, if et'er she becol'!,es affiliated with this coumry, 
must become so ullder ci rcum8lances pfjrfeclly consistent with our 
nationa l faith and honour. 

The President proceeds to lay down the ground in regard to 

another important subject affecting the rights and interests of Ameri
can citizens, viz.: the degree of protection 10 be extended over them 
by the government, in whatever part of the world they may Impplln 
to be. This question, importRnt at alltimcs, has, in consequence of 
recent even18, been made to a,.>jsllme all unusual interest. Shall the 
A.merican Ci li:Een, like the Roman of old, feel that his citbwnship 
,hall be a broad and sufficient shield, protecting him from injustice 
and wrong wherever he may go 1 that his righls shall be respected. 
and his life and libeny be SlIfe, in any part of the cit'ilized world t 
The answer is, Yes i the honour of the country demands that this 

8t II 
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doctrine be distinctly understood, and SUiCI!)' enforced. The deci
.ive language which fo\1l)w8 relating to Ihi, point, elicited the warm 
approval of the whole country. ami conl:ltituted one of the most bril
liant passages of the President's Inaugural: .. The Tigha which 
belong 10 us as II. nation are not alone to be regarded, but Ihoso 
which pertain \0 every citizen in hia indiyidulIl capacity, at home 
and abroad. must be sscredly maintained. So long &Ill be can dis
cern every atar in it.8 place ,upon Iha! ensign. without wealth 10 pur
chase for him preferment or title to secure for him place, it will be 
his privilege, and must be his Ilcknowlodged right, 10 stand unabashed 
eveD in tbe presence of princes, wilh a proud consciousness tbat he 
i. himself one of a nation of sovertlign8, and that he cannot, in a 
legitimate punuit, wander 80 far from home, tbat the agent whom 
he ehaU leave behind in the place which I now occupy, will not Bee 
that no rude hand of power, or tyrannical pUBlon, ie laid upon him 
with impunity . . He must reali~e, lhat upon every sea and on every 
soil where our enterprise may rigbtfully eeek the protection of our 
flag. Amerjcan citizenship is an inviolable panoply for the security 

of Amencan rights." 
PON anotber subject of equal importance, and 
which bas at different periods called fortb an ex-

of the sentiments of the American people, 
",mely,'" doctrine first laid down by Mr, )toorOe, 
in opposition to European coloniution upon thie 
continent, the Presidenl declare" that II it can 

hardly be necessary to reamml a principle which should now 
he regarded as fundameotal. The righte, eecurity, and repose 
of this confederacy, reject the idea of interference or coloniza.
tion on thie side of the ocean by any foreign power, beyond 

pre~cnt jurisdiction, as utterly inadmissible." The late events con
nected with British interference in portions of Ceutral America, and 
the attempt to set up a sort of protectorate over the Mosquito coun
try, so called. seem to have revived public iutereet in this question, 
and to have suggested the emph:uic lllngmlge of the President. The 
subject bas given rise to very important debate! in Congres!, to 
which we may have occasion to refer in future pages. 

Passing from the foreign to the domestic policy of the country, 
the views of the Inaugural fi re worthy of consideration. Upon the 
subject of tbe bestowal of Executive patronage, the doctrine held is, 
th~1 while it connQ! be reuooably expected that Ibe admiuistratioll 
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will be 10 regardless of its responsibility, and of the obvious nie' 
menls of succeu, as to retain persons known 10 be opposed to it in 
positions which require not only severe labo r, but cordial co·openl· 
lion, yet no appointments shall be made which. do not contemplate 
an efficient discharge of dUly and the best interests of the country. 
Against the dangers of an undue concentration of power in tbe general 
government, the President is also very explicit. The great scheme 
of our conslitutionel liberty real!! upon a proper distribution of power 
between the State and federal authorities; and experience haJ 
shown that the harmony and happiness of our peopltl must depend 
upon a jUlt discrimination between the aeparate rights and responsi. 
bilities of the States, and our common rights and obligationa under 
the general government. If the federal government will confine 
itself to the exercise of powers clearly granted by lhe constitotion, 
it can hardly happen that its action upon any question should en· 
da nge r the institutions of the States, or interfere with their right to 
m'm,',. matters JJtricl ly domestic according to the will of their own 

rIE Prea.dent proceeds to express his entire devo· 
tion to the Union, which, 81 it has been the source, 
under Prol'idence, of our prosperity to this time, so 
it is the aurest pledge of & continuance of the bless· 
ings we have enjoyed, Rn d which we are sacredly 
bound to transmit undiminished to our children. 

To every theory of society or government, whether the off· 
spring of feverish ambition or of morbid enthusiasm, calcula.ted 
to dissolve the bondJJ of law and affection which unite us, he 
shall interpose a ready aDd stern resistance. He believea 

that inl'olulitary servitude, a.s it exisl!! in different States of this con· 
federacy is recogni zed by the COllstitution; tha.t it Btands like any 
other admitted ri ght. and that the States where it exiBls are entitled 
to efficient remedies 10 enforce the constitutional remedies. He 
holds, therefore, that the measures of 1850, commonly called the 
"compromise measures," are str ictly constitutional, and to be un· 
hesitatingly carried into effect; and that the lawa to enforce them 
should be respected and obeyed, not with a reluctance encouraged 
by ablslract opinions as to their propriety in a different state of 
socie.y. but cheerfully, and according to the decisions of the trio 
bUrial to which their exposition belongs. Thua warning against dis
union, and appealing to the mooeration and sense of jMlice of aU 

• 
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classes of our citizens, tbe Inaugural cloacs with the hopc, moat CIG

quently expressed', that the kind Providence which smiled upon our 
rathers, may enable tbeir children to prelJert'c the blcseioga they 

have inherited. 
The President, on the 7th of March, submitted Ih6 namea of the 

penson. constituting hi. cabinet to the Senate, anembled in exIra 
acuion, which immediately confirmed the nominations, as follows: 

For 8eerewy of' State~ ..... .............W•. L. Y"aGT, of Ne... York. 
BKretaryof tbe Treuury,....••.•.J ...lI:l 011'1'118111, of Kentucky_ 

.. Seeret.,)' or tbe Interior,_ .• ••..••. Rollltil'! MUOLI~.....IID, of Michigan. 
• 	 Secret.nry of Wa.r, .................. .JUUI..8OI< Du'1&, of iloli3aieeippi. 

SetretAry of the NIlTy•.•••••.••••.J.u".. O. DOaBL!I', of North Carolillll. 
~ 	 PO&bnaater-GeneTIl~ ................J~1IQ OA1II'BKJ.I... or PcnnlylVRoi!l

Attorney.Oeneral, .... ...............O"UII CuSlIJIfO, of MaMaCbll8('tu. 


These are all gentlomon of ability and experience jn ststesmanshl p. 
Mr. Marcy was a member of President Polk's cabinet, holding tbt. 

position of SecretalY of War, and di8linguishing himseU ill hill. 
mansgement of that departmont during the combat with Mexico. 
He was also, formerly, Governor of the SUlIe of New York. I\fr. 
Guthrie is a distinguished lawyer, and experienced 88 a politican. 
)1:r. McClelland W88 former Governor of Michigan, snd hll8 sen'cd 
in Congress. General Dsvis took an sctive part in tho Mexican 
\Var, and has also been a member of Congro88. Mr. Dobbin was. 
member of the 29th Congress. M.r. Csmpbell was a leading politi
cian and Attorney-General of the State of Pcnnsyh-anis. Gen. 
Cushing is distinguished for hi. diplomacy a. Chinese Commis
sioner, snd his services during tho Mexican War. 

Of the subsequent appointments by the President during the year, 
the following list embraces the more important foreign officials: 

MINISTERS PLEN IPOTENTIARY. 

J ..1IQ Buc",,/f .. If, of Pennaylvania, to Great Britain. 
Tll01lAII n. Sn1l0va. of COlHlcctiellt, to RUMi&, 

JOHl! Y. M..&QIf, of Virginia, to 1-'rllo08. 
J.uo.Q O"DI!.Il!DI, of South Qln)1l~ to Jduieo. 
1'11(&&1: A. SoULIi, of Louisiau, to Spain. 
PaTH D. V&OOIol, or New JIlI'8eY. to l'ruMi&, 
SoLOl! Bo&1."'l'o, of Ar~.. to Central Amerita. 
W/L TaomlD....>:, of Tenn_, to Bruil 
S.umn M&1IAaT, of Ohio, to Ohili. 
JOB!! R. CLOT, of Kent\lcky, to Peru. 
Tuooo..1t S. Fu, Minieter RoaidOllt ill 511'itserlud. 
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ellABoll: U'AFI'AtRES. 
J. J. Sl.IlI1ILa, of Ala., fot Belgium. 
AUGUSTII BIILlfOllT, 01 Ne,., York, {or Netherland.. 
Rloa .... D K. M....u~ of Virginia. Cor Sardinia. 
Roll1l~T D..u OWL", oC Indi.&na, {or the Two Siciliea. 
HL..U R. J ..CUOII, 01 OeGl'gil., fur AUluia. 
HL'<U Bllnllluu., of Virginia, for DilUDlUL 
W ... R. D1IIIIIILI.., of IIIio.oi.t, (or BuenO! AY"'~ 
J"II.11l S. Gnp, of laIobile, for Ne... Grenada. 
SUBLTI)" ~'. LIlABlI, of Virginia, Cor &mdwich Itlanu 
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M"ONG the las t acts of the previous session of 
Congress was tha adoption of a resolution empower
ing the Preaidelll 10 employ enginaof8 to make ex
plorations of the moat practicable route for a rail 
mud connecting the States with the Pacific 8hores, 
und 8ppropriating the 8um of *100,000 for the lUr

,·er· :\ccordingly, (our expedition8 were lilted out in the 
COUf8e uf ilie year, under upericnced officers, having in 
"iew this importsnt object. Two other expeditions wert: 
also dispatched during the same period, by Wiler, having 
but also important objects in view. The first 81liled from 

New York on the 31st of MRY, under the command of Dr. Kane, in 
continuation of the search for Sir John Franklin; and the other 
sailed a fow days Inter from Norfolk, under the command of Captain 
Ringgold, having for ita object an exploration of tbe routea pursued 
by American vessels trading between Sau Francisco and China,and 
of the whaling grounds in the North Pacific. 

The return of Santa Anna to power in the neighbouring repuhlic 
of Mexico, in March, and hia 8Upposed feelings of hostility to tho 
Unired States, taken in connection with the breaking out of a diffi. 
culty betwoen tho Americlln Governor of New Mexico, Gen. Lane, 
Ilnd the Go\·emor of the Mexican State of Chihuahua, for a time 
gave indications of another rupture between the two nationa. It 
appears that a tract of country, known as the Mesilla Valley, about 
175 miles by 40 in enent, and situate on the borders of New Mexico, 
though mutually claimed under tho treaty of GUlldalupe Hidalgo by 
both the United Stales and Mexico, had been 88signed by the join 
Boundary Commiuion 10 the IUter country. This tract .v86, how 
~ver, forcibly taken po9l5eaaion of by General Lane on the 13th of 
March, "to be hold provisionally,· u he declared, "until the que.

8, , 
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lion 01 boundary shan be determined between the Uniled Stater and 
Mexico." The measure Wa!J resisled by the Governor of Chihua
hua, and tbe lerritory claimed aJJ belonging to thal State. The 
question haa occupied the attention of both governments concerned 
in ill peaceful adjudication. 

N the 18th of April, 1853, the Hon. William R. 
Vice_President of the United Slalcs, died al 

IC,';.b" in Alabama. On the meeting of Con
gress, in December of the previous year, Ihough in 
feeble health, he assumed his post as presiding 
officer of the Senate, a position hEl had filled dur

previous administration. IncrElasing illnen, bow
ever, compelled him t.o resign offiCiI, and in a lcller dated 
DElcember 20th, his intention waa communicated to the Senate. 
He soon after 6el sail for the \Vest Indies, io lhe hope of 

improving his health. By special resolution of Congress, he was 
permitted to take the oath of office as Vice-President of the United 
Stales during his absence; a ceremony which was performed 00 the 
4th of Marcb, near Matanzas, in Cuba, where he at the lime was 
8Ojourning. Finding himself fast failing in health, in April he took 
passage in a United States vessel, and arrived at Mobile on the 121h 
of the month, where he was received with decp respect and mourn
ful interest by hia fello .... citizens. Journeying on to Cahawba, he 
waa forced to his bed, and died the next day,lurrounded by his 
family and friends. The intelligence was heard with profound re
gret throughout the country, and various official and spontaneous 
manifestatiODs of public sorrow followed in honour of the deccl19ed. 
A brief biographical sketch of this distinguiahed statesman will not 
be deemcd inappropriate. William Rufus King was born in SalOp
IOn County, North Carolina, on the 7th of April, 1786; he was 
therefore 67 years of sge when he died. After reprOflontillg the 
Wilmington dislrict, in North Carolina, seyeral terms in the 10wcI 
bouse of Congress, he change..! his residence to Alabama, Ihen a 
Territory. When Alabama came in as a State, in 1819, Mr. King 
was elected onc or her U. S. Senators-a position he haa continucd 
10 fill most of the time aincc, wilh dirtinction and much personal 
popularity. 10 1844, be accepted the post of Miniator to France, 
proffered by Mr. Tylcr, whence he was recalled! at his o wn re
quest, in 1846, having distinguished his minion by the success 01 
his negotiations with the French govcTllment, which hOO contem
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plated uniting with Great Britain in a protest agai nst the annexatiol! 
of Texas to the Union. Upon the elevation of Mr. Fillmore 10 the 
presidency, in 1850, Mr. King, again in the Senate from Alabama, 
was chosen President pro. tel'll. of thal body-a position he had held 
on several occasionll before. His nomination and election 10 the 
vice-presidency, u the candidate of the democratic party, in 1852, 
wu the last and highest llonour to which he aHained; and it leemed 
a maUer of deep regret thilt he could not have lived to enjoy a posi
tion so meeLly the rewllfd of a long life deroted to the interellll of 
his country. Mr. King ill the third Vice-President who has died in 
office. The two others wero George Clinton, who died in April, 
1812, and Elilridge Gerry, who died in Novembtlr, 1814. 

HE Great Exhibition of the World's Industry at 
London, in 1851, led to the determinMion among a 
number of the prominent citizens of New York to 
get ull a similar enterprise in this country; and a 
company for that purpose WIU! organized, under a 
chaner from the Stale of New York, granted in 

,\farch,1852. MelUlures were then immediately taken to en
list the people of the various States in the undenllking, and 
also to procure the co-operalion of foreign countries, by for
warding for exhibition specimens of the industry of their re

spective nationa. The enterprise was of a purely private character, 
unlike the British Exhibition, which was national in its character, 
and sup()Oned by the influence and resources of the government. 
The only aid which the American enterprise has received from our 
government, is the permission to regard their buiJding as a bonded 
warehouse, wherein the foreign anicles may be introduced duty free 
while on exhibition. The undenaking, from illl inception, was 
urosecuted with vigour, aod, despite a variety of obstacles to be 
overcome, the edifice for the designed object was in readiness 
for uae, and the Exhibition i\.8elf inaugurated on the 14th of July, 
1853. 

On that day, the American" CRYSTAL PALACE" was opened with 
appropriHte ceremonies, in the presence of 8,000 persona assembled 
on the interesting occasion. The President of the United S(alel, 
wuh a ()Ortion of his cabinet, honoured the inauguration with hia 
presence. The exerciaea were impressive, and consisted of tre 
reading of prayer by Bishop Wainwright, of New York, addren·... 
by the Presidellt of the Aaaocialion, Theodore Sedgwick, Esq., and 

, 
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the President of the United St.a~ and singing by tbe New York 
Sacred lJarmonic Society. 

In iUl Illain featurtlll this building, though inferior in size to that of 
the World's Exhibition in London, was univel'8lllly confessed to be ita 
superior in "rchitectural beauty and general effect. It WII8, with tho 
exception of the floor, entirely constructed of iron and glass, and in 
the form of a Greek cross, surmounted by a dome at the inter&ection. 
Kneh diameter of the Crollll was 366 feet long, aDd each ann of the 
cross, on tho ground plan, 149 feet broad. On entering the bllilding, 
tllo obserl'cr's eye was greeted by tho vista of an arched nave, 41 feet 
wide, 117 feet higll, find 365 long; and, on approaching tho centre, he 
found himself under a dome 100 feet in diameter and 118 feet high. 
Tho building contained on tho ground floor 111,000 equare feet of 
space, And in its galleries, which wer6 54 feet wide, 62,000 square feet 
mr;c, making Ii total area of 173,000 squaro feet, or about four acres 
surface for tho JlUrposes of exhibition. The iron ll8Cd in the work 
WII3 estimated at about 1,250 tons; the glllSl Rt 89,000 squaro feet. 

The great incrcfllle of the means of intercommunication by rail
ro8.{\iI, aud the consequent public and privat.o advantage accruing 
tiH::tcfl'(lUi to the country, hRve boen in a measure counterbalanced by 
the IIn'go number of appalling disasters which have occurred, through 
unfol'CfieeD accident or the earelessneu of the man&gCf'I of tho roads. 
A collision took place on the 2sd of Apri~ near Chicago, between the 
trains of the Central Michigan and Northern Indiana Railroads, by 
which twenty persons were Irilled, and a large number &eriously in
jured. On the 2d of August an accident oecurrOO on the Belvidere 
and Delaware Railroad, by the cars running off the track. Ten pet
IOns woro killed outright, and a large number wounded. A little later 
in the month a collision occurred between the New York aud Phila
delphia trains, near Amboy, by which nearly thirty persona were in
jured, and several killed. On the 12th of the month a ahocking dis
aster occurred 011 the Providcnce and Worces1cr Railroad. A train 
contAining a large pleasure party came in collision with another, and 
some fifteen persona were killed, and a large number injnred. But 
the mORt appalling accident of this natura occurred 011 tho Oth of May, 
at Norwalk, in Connecticut, on tho New York and New 1II11'en Rail
TOad. Tho drawbridge at Norwalk had been raised to permit a 
steamer to pass, and tbe locomotive, baggRge car, and two passonger 
cars of the train from New York were precipitated into the river be
low, a distanca of Bome twenty feet, find all tIle paMengcn buried be
neath the water, nearly al1 of whom wore instantly killed or drowned 

1 
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heforo assistanco could I·t>ach them. It appeared from the 8Ubsequent 
evidence taken before a jury of iuqnest, that the draw of the bridge 
was open, and that the proper signal was given by the keeper of the 
bridge; but tho engineer did IIOt obserre the sigMl, and proceeded 
with the train, realizing the fatal result that followed. More than fifty 
lives were lost, and as many more injured.. The legislaturo of Connec
ticut, heiog in ses6ion at tbo time of the disaster, appoiuted 1\ special 
committee to im'eatigate the subject, and to report. a more strin~nt 
public enactment for the rcgulation of railroad!. A law of this nature 
was passed; and public attention bal'ing been generally arouscd to the 
&ubjce~, similar action has boou taken by the Icgislatufce of othcr 
States. The following is beliovcd to be a nearly accurate cstimate of 
the number of railroad accidents which occurred in the United States 
in 1853. 

.J{~ K..-lHr ~A~. K""" w...."""". 
January.................... 12 

6 " "11February................... 6 

March..................... 1"
April . ...... ". ............ "- " " 

Yay... ................... 8 " " 


5 " "19JUDe............ . ......... 6 

July ... ".... ......... ...... 11 6 "
Augu.u..................... 5 " 7G 


Total to August 12,.... 65 111 333 

Duriug tIle summer of 1854 the yellow fevcr visited the southern 
portion of the Union, more especially the city of New Orleans, and in 
'55 it concentrated itl! deadly power in and-around the cities of Ports
mouth and Norfolk, Virginia. 

Ita fatality exceeded that caused by the Asiatic cholera, when that 
terrible visitant swcpt ol'er the country. In its virulcnce, it Wall never 
exceeded, particularly in the above-named cities, where, in the beight 
of its fUfY, the deatbll were from 200 to 300 per day. 

'!'hOllS:lOds who had ptl88ed unscathed through tho epidemic in other 
SOMons, took alarm and ned. But, notwithstanding the dcacrtion of 
tho population, the whole numbo~ of deaths in Nell' OdeMs was 
about IlOOO! and the burials in Portsmouth and Norfolk could not 
have been less. 

Priest and people, physiciAn and patient, nurse and f!i ck, wero 
tllroll'u into ono comnlOu grave. The formalities of burial were Itlid 
aside, lind scarcely were the semblances of l'C!Ipect maintllined. 

Thill lamentable state of things excited the sympatbics of the nlltion, 
and the contribution. for the relief of tbe sick aud dying, and for the 

, 
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helpleM and orphan children, were large and cheerful. AltllOugb the 
law of IlClf-preaervatioD blockaded the avenues of departure. yet thou
sand! found themselves welcomed to the h06pitalitiea and comforts of 
the benel'olent and gcnerout-mioded, wbo, braving the dangen of th", 
contagion, allayed their (ears, and supplied them with the neeoesarie:a 
of life. Among those who v:oluntecred their livce and property in this 
angelic mission, there were many instauCCI of almost superhuman CD
durance aud philanthropy. Around their memorics cluster DOt. only 
tho gratitude of the sa\"cd, but the respoDsive approval of the gOOd 
c\·crywhere. 

The leading events in the United Statea in 1864, were tho finalaef... 
tlement of the Erie riots, tho mi.ssion of BediDi, the Pope'a Nuncio, 
dIe burning of the Great Republic, and tho wreck of the steamer San 
Francisco, with 500 United States troops on board, 150 of whom were 
rescued by the ships Three Bells, Kilby, and Antarctic j also, the con· 
ccuion of Morse's telegraph patent, and the llorrible less of tIle Col· 
lins steamship Arctic, by collisien with the }'rench steamer Vesta, 40 
miles from Cape Race, with the loss of 825 livCII. 

The leading events in 18M, were the Burlington and GMeonade 
Bridge RailrotLd disasters, and the retul'll of Dr. Kane and his party, 
Oct. 11th. llis rcception was enthusiastic, and well Cfllculated to cn· 
courage Cnture navigators. The newe of their'arri\'a\ spread on light-
ning wing&t and mtLde the heart of the nation beat with gratitude. The 
fau of Dr. Franklin is still veiled in mystery, although there is little 
doubt that he perished a n:t.artyr to the progreash'e spirit of tho age. 

Among the aeLs of Congress in 1854 and '66, the most important 
were, tbe bill for the increase of the naval foree by six first-class stearu 
frigates., the award of $100,000 to the officers and crews of the ships 
tlull relieved tho SM Franciaeo, the pM!!Age of the Nebrash and 
Kan!46 Bill, organizing thoS{! TerritoriCII. the ilomestead and french 
Spoilation Bills, both of which were \'otoed by the PrCllidcnt. Prob. 
ably no topic of pu.blic interest C\'er reooived more attention than the 
Nebraska and KllnSI\8 question. 

In the sncceeding year, IIOrieus dif1lculties took plnco in Kansas, in 
eonsequcnce ef antagonistic attempts lit adopting a Stllte cOIJatitution; 
aud the IIttention of Congreas WIIS engrossed with tho exciting subject. 

The Pl'Cflident and Cabinet iiJSued a proc.lamation "Saillst the filli
busters in California, negotiated willI Mexino fo r the settlement of 
boundaries, the right of transfer, and secured a llirge area of territory, 
concluded the treaty with Japan, settled the Heciproeity treaty witb 
CllnBda, and agreed with RlWia on "Free ships, free goods." Imllle
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diately connected wilh the affairs of go\"ernment, \\'113 the de~trllction of 
Gr(lytowll, 011 the 13th of July, in consequence of the ullredrc!lacd in
juries and insults by ita inhabitxnts to citizens of tbis country. 

Early in the yoar 1853, the question of Russian right to the exclusive 
control of the Turkish domiuiona, made waT between Turk!'}' nnd Rus
aia seem inc\'itabie. While the dispute Wa.& raging, intelligence Nlacbed 
this oouutry that UIO officorl of an Austrian \'essel of war, in the Sui· 
tan', dominions., had seized Martin K06Zta, a llungarisli refup. who 
visited this country with M. KOII8l1th, and bad taken the initiatory 
steps to becolllo a citizen of the United Stalc5. Capt. I ngrallam, of 
the U. S. sloop-of-war St. Louis, proillptly C8ill1Cd his relca.sc from tho 
Austrian control, which, by thc 8ub~equent acts of onr govcnllllent, 
resulted in Koszta's rcstoration to liberty, aud permission to return to 

this country. • 
Tile difficnltiCll betwcen the United States and Great Britain, end

ing in the dismissal of the British Consuls at Philadelphia and New 
York for enlisting recruita for the Crimea. is a sufficient apology for iu
tru~ing here II brief sketch of the Hussian War. 

Notwithstan~ing the intervention of the " 'estern Po....ers, the dim· 
culty broke out ill open war, and RUSllia took p0SSCssion of the Turkish 
p~vineC$ on the Danube. 

England and France took the part of the Sultan, find II. formal dee
larfltion of waf wns ma~e March 28,1854. A powerful allied fleet 
was ~ispatehed to the Baltic, and au expedition planned against the 

CrimCII. 
The allied armics landed Sept. 14, at Eupatorill, and on their way 

to SebllStopol, en~ed ill the deadly struggle of lhe Alma. SueeC88 
followed, and the Allies., taking possession of Balaklal's, besieged the 
stronghot~, which W88 &0 bravely defended, that the liege was pro
tracted an~ bloody beyond the record of Inilitary prowCSl!. Sanguinllry 
cngagements took place frequently, a.nd sometimes entire regiments 
were cut in pieces. On tbe 5th of November occurred the terrible 
encounter at l nkerman, with the 1088 of 3,000 English, 2,000 French 
an~ 10,000 Russians. 

The reverses of the Allies, the general bad management of the Cl
pedition. and the great dillieulty in transporting the necCSBl'lries for the 
army, from Balaklal's, to the troops, produced among the besiegers a 
wasting fatigue, pri,'ation, And clposurc, and created slleh a strong 
public clcitemeut at home against the policy of the WaT Department, 
that the ministry were compelled to resign, and a ne'" cabinet was 
formed, under Lord Palmerston aa Premier. Although fears ha.d been 
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enwrtained (or the health of the CUr, the newl of his death, March 2d, 
1855, came !iJ,;e an eleetric shoek to the empire and the continent. 
Alexander succeeded bim, not only in hiB place, but also in hi! policy. 
The siege of the Crimea continued, And on the 22d and 23d Maroh, 
the RUMiana made a terrible ully, with a great )oss to the Allies. 
The allied force cODstAntly increased, and the troops awaited orders 
(or a general assault. On the 23d of May, the French carried on a 
86\"CrO fight with nearly the entire garrison of Sebastopol. On the 
roUowing day, the allied squfldron cntered the Straits of Remb, and 
destroyed every thing within their reRch. June 6, the bombardment 
or the city was commenced, and 011 tlul 18th, the combined forcel! as
aailed the Redan and Mamelon successfully. 'fhey were, however, 
compelled to retire, with a terrible 1088. On the 16th of August Willi 

fought the battle of 'l'raktir Bridgc, with a 10Sll of 20 OffiC1l1"8 and 
5,000 men. 

t 'be bombardmcnt continued witb short intervals from tIle 1st of 
July till about noon of Sept. 8, when a general AS6IIult on the Mala
koff, by the Frcnch, and on the lWdllu by the Engliah, wa, made with 
triumph :mt success. 'I'he accompanying engraving represc.nts the 
doomed ci~y on the morning of its destruction. This was followed by 
the battle of Kal"8 and Baider. Mean",·hile. diplomACY waa at work. 
Gnd 800n thereafter peace was concluded. Immediate preparations 
were made for the removal of the troops and maUritl of war, and the 
definite evacuation of the Crimea took place July 6th. ThUll closed 
one of the most. warlike contestll oC the present century. 

One of the acts of Congress, beCote adjourning on tbe 4th of March, 
1855, ",'as the confcrring upon General Scott the title of Lieutenauir 
General. This unusual honor was, we need not remark, well descrl'ed, 
and met with a general popular response of approbation. 

The closing efforts of the administration of General Pierce were di
rected to a varicty of topics connected with our foreigu relations. 
These WC('(l under the able management of the llon. Witliam L. MIU'CY, 
SecretArY of State. whose death, not long IIncr his rotirClucnt from 
office, created a profound regrct throughout t110 country. Of domes
tic mattel'fl, tJle diffic.ulties in Kansas oooupied almost exclusive Rtten
tion, both in and out of Congress., which at its enauing IIcssion, in 
1855-56, was engaged in very earnest and protracted discussions of 
the subjcct. Thcse discussions were continued at tbe session asscm· 
bling in the fall. Meuntime. 111e Presidential clection 1uw in a mcAS
ure lIupplanted all otJlcr topics, lind the various political parties wefe 
engrossed in active preparations rOf that important event. 



- ...-~.- , 

, . 
'. • 

~ :r.! Jlo.:Jl D:i' ,j ~~~ U' ~l..P-!,):t.L 

I'. KmN ¥ rlrr.ItNrUltJ, I f;'"I.Isn."'...r. If-,III ..?(I(JSVA.T ,ir 
1 {lllflYn 1".ft f7dtl,.m/, tA,.,.., lur.r. 

J (J"Qrrnrh~" 811.1' I r;r1 PVII/, 1('(/,,1 t1~ fI"ff.f, 
>I .l!a"""./ltIJ'pt/u/ 1O_lJlfwli"p!Tth~ /Hi*' /ahrmf 
J P"f,f,,"IIII't,. /'orl 111M tfOT"NJ II'. /)(ltmtl Hr/KII""'.Q~. 
G lort.llq""t1,,r II-'If, id'p'UM' a Htl.YIIInI 

"1.015. 
PUBLISHED ill' Hf;SRY UlLI,. 

1#. SouM"rn AITY/arJ""'// Jlipr. 
Off/, ill(/,. mil,. II'li/r. nlUl' ,,,u 
trM" M(/"HII/,.I(1"'" 

1.1 77"'/~fI'N ".fUta:rl.,." 
I /~ .lrtlll~(T;"/"" 
17 .J"J,.lIal_ 
/,r Blt'fTant.r 

19 /'ort,rrln.doptJla-tN'nll_ 7'h 
fllf""f rrrrvittr. IInti ,/IIyNICI, i¥1"II/ 

".... -1- tl,r#Ad "/It,.I"",, 1111 /If,. 
/alld .rlOr 

IZIU"t'tRNf 
~I TtmndMnmpA 1* rod:r..t1lQ 

/'"I",~f'7 BaHr:/' l{.frINrJt"/"",, U7/A ,JI}.f1lN D .J1t~'l1xm" 
P of Ii-I'III fit" H,ttY",:" #(' ..fd,;".P"'" r~ 7 I./'i,,~ 1;""",,"h~/" 

.zz !tnl/der/I,IH 
~ TJN "",,.,. R".,' ,y.r,.Aa.n'"p«. 

/'/tTlTt(' ((IIWrlTftf"'" 1I".u.,-«.... 
JAIl'" if"·(Ir. 

L/. 11I,t,.rmdlr /.u{KMp""r. 
zj Iltrkl'T:r/t1r '/";'!T ,,1M' .I'iur 
N §"llrnr.f . 

27. .)'o/IIII{ Sldl/t'" 
:u. ';'rll;J/I.rtINrlt;"~ ,,111 MJynlr.f 
Z!J. f/;rt 1A1:l1l1rI;"". IrI//f /.ZPJ'UIJ,F 

'" l/try h;r.r
.kI SaH"':"- './Jill''''''' 
.k.' ii~/l&It .J/~nlftl'r lill.r. "HII' 

;flusirUI .JdrdOlI~/: 





BOlt. 1.1.:101118 flt/O UANA-N. 

ClIAI'TER LV. 

.ADMINlST.RATION 0'8' BIJClJANA...'"f. 

presidential E'lcction in the {all of 1850, resulted 
in tIle election of J ames Buchanan, of Pennsyh'snill, 
(or Preaident, and John C. Breckenridge, of Ken
tucky, for Vice-PrcsidenL The competitcrs (or the 
Presidency were Mr. Buchanan, run by the Dcmo. 
cratic party, Colonel Jobn C. Fremont, by the Re

publican PArty, and cx-Pruidcnt Fillmore, by the American 
party; and the electoral vote was, far the successful candidato 
174, for Fremont 114, for Fillmore S. 

The new administrntion ClIlIIe into }XIwcr the 4th of March, 
1857, with the following Cllbinct:-Lewj~ Cass, of Michigan, Secretary 
of State; Howell Cobb, of Georgia, Secretary of Treasury; J ohn B. 
Floyd, of Virginia, Secretary of War; Isaac Toueey, of Conneetieut, 
Secretary of the Navy; J llcob Thompsoll, of Mississippi, SecretRry of 
Interior; Jndge BIIICk, of Pennsyll'Rnill, Attorney-General; Rnd Aaron 
V. Brown, of Tennessee, Postmnsler.General. Tho inaugural address 
of Mr. BuchRnan WII8 well calculated to inspire confidence in the 
minds ef tho Amerielm people, in regard to the wisdom and justice of 
hil admini@tration; it Wf18 not, II0wo\'or, until the presentation of his 
regular message to Congress, on its convoning in the following De
cember, tllat a fuJI exposition of his viewl could be obtained on the 
great qucstionl of public intcrelt occupying the attention of the ns,.. 
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tion. or the moat prominent measures of his admiuistration, we shall 

bridly 81}(!8k in this chapter. 
Berore tho 8MCmblage of Congre8ll in 1837, tho country was visited 

by an extcnsife and powerfully.felt financial r6vlIlsion. 113 effects were 
experienced in every department of bUlinCM; nor was the trouble con
fined to our own country, but throughout the commercial world a mon
etary panic almost simululOeQusly seized upon the public mind. Trade 
WU8 destroyed, manufacture6 stopped, the banh throughout the coun

• try suspended specie payments, and universal gloom and stagnation of 
businC8!l ensued. An important share of tho president" introductory 
message W!18 devoted to a consideration of this state of thin~ and to 
a suggestion of measures for its relief. Nothing defini te, however, Wfl! 

done h}' Congress upon the subject. ; and after a few months, there ap
pearing to be no adequate Cfl,use for the panic, the publie distrust began 
gradually to disappear. Renewed confidence and energy, in the sut> 
.cceding year, resulted in a restoration of the general prosperity of the 
country, the financial depression necessitating, however, in the mean 
time, on the part of the government, measul'C8 of greater economy in 

the national upenditllre8. 
The qnestion of Kansas waa, b appily, dispoflCd of dnring the year 

1858. This excitil:.g topic, involving the slavery and antislavery issne, 
had en~ the attention of the country for two or threo years pre
vious, creating, not. only in the territory itself, but. thronghout. the 
Union, the most embittered state of feeling. It. was the cause of la
mentAble scenes of violence among the contending factionl in Kansas. 
and of a political rancor among parties in the nation ICldom, if ever, 
before known. During the administration of hlr. Pierce, tbe diffi
cnlty had assumed an alarming magnitnde, and it feU at a bequest to 
the administration of Mr. Buchanan. Governor after governor '\'I' M 

lIent to tile territory, in the hope of allaying the angry passions of iUi . 
divided inhabitanl!! and bf restoring peace and order. Each fllCtion, 
with a State Constitution in its hands, WIUI appealing to CongreSll for 
recognition and support. Investigatiug committees were commiu ioned 
to repair to that territory, and make report to CongrC88 of the true 
condition of things. In the midst of the prevailing violence and gen
eral disregard of law, the military force of the go\'ernment had to be 
called into exercise. While t110 right of popular sovereignty seemed 
to be with the supporters of the Topeka constitution, tho party up
holding and p~nting the Lecompton constitution were, in tho jlldg
lIlrnt of others, actiug Ilcwrding to the strict intcrprettltion of the 

law. Both conrtitutions were at different. times presented to Congress i 
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lind both \\'",re finllll}' rejected; or, ratber, an IICt, cllll(ld the Englis.lt 
eompromise, was pass(ld, on the 4th of May, 1858, lubmitling tho Le
compton constitution to a direct vote of the pooplo of Kallsllil, and 
thus insuring its defeut before the populllr tribunal, in tho ensuing Au
gust. The salllo Rct pTo"idcd that., in case of the rejection of the Le
oomptoD cOlIStitution, the peoplo of the territory should at a futnre 
period, when ~ufficienlly numerous lind peaceably organized, proceed to 
the formation of a State constItution, with a view to adUliMion into 
the Union. 

Another popular disturbance, calling for the interp06ition of the 
executi\'e, was the difficulty with tho Mormons in Utah, 11IIder tile 
domination of Briglul.ln Young. Young had been appointod the first 
gOI'crnor of UlC territory, in 1860, and, to his Rcculllr powllr added 
that of spiritual rul~r of th(l Monnon population. Wl,ale\'cr conflicted 
with the pcculiur view8 and interests of this lIlan and his ftlllaucal con
fooeratOll was allre to be opposed, alld the re8ult was, that the judicial 
and executive officers of tho governmcut were obliged to leave the ter
ritory, where they were eXI,osed to constant insult lind threatened 
harm. Presidcnt Buehansn therefore felt it bis duty, in 1857, to ap
point a new governo~ and other ft,'lieral officers for Utah, lIud these 
were sent into the territory, with a military force for their protection 
lind the restoration of the supremacy of the Con~titution Rod laws. 
This action W8.ll met. on the pllrt of Youog, with a proclllmation All
nouucing his intention of resisting the entrance of the United StatOll 
troops into tlle territory i orders were iSllued for tbat purposo, and for 
destroying the 8upply trains of the IInny, and placing every imperli
ment in its wily. The entire Monnon population were uhorted to take 
up arma against the govenlment., and the most I'iolent threllts of re
sistance were universal. Seventy-fil'e w~"'On8 10llded with provisions 
and tents for the troops were seized and burned by the MOfln0l16; 
forts Bridger and Supply w,cre destroyed; lind the army Willi com
pelled to winter, under circumstances of great pril'ation, before reach
ing i L~ pilleo of destination. This intelligence 100 to energetic action 
on the part of Congresa. Now sUP1)lies were voted, and two ~oluntecr 
regiments authori7.cd. These, howe,'cr, were not eventually required, 
although the determination of the gol'ernment, thus lIlanifested, to put 
down the rchellion at all hazards, doubtlC8S led to its peaceable settle
ment &oon afterwards. 1 n tho meantime, the President Will! di.opGl!oo 
to prcl'enl, if po6$iLle, tile effusion of blood, and in the spring of 18,18 
sent two commiMioners to Utah, with a proclamation addreMcJ to its 
inhabitants, representing the guilt and danger of their conduct, aud 
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offering them a free pardon for their late treasonable acta, if they would 
promise submission. ThiA measure wu crollo'ned with suece84. The 
Monnollll, now aware of their critiea1 poBition, and their leaden cowed 
by the ilDminen~ danger at hand, were quite willing to embrace Buch 
cuy termB of reconciliation. Governor Cumming WM received ftI the 
successor of Young, and peace again restored to the territory. A por
tion of the anny was subsequently &cut to Oregon, to supprcaa Indian 
hMtilities in that quarter; and the remainder retained in the vicinity 
of S!l!t Lake City. Early in 1860, rumors of new troublC8 in Utah 
were received; and the opinion i, entertained that Mormon diflioultiC8 
will nel'er ",:holly cease until this siugular and perverse people IMve 
the United Staws territories entirely, aud emigrate to other part.s. 

Turning to the foreign afl'airs of the country, we find tho. old ques
tion of tho right of search, on the part of Great Brit.'\in, agaiu brought 
into acli\'o di.scUSllion. During tllO early part of 1868, a large number 
of our merchant vessels. sailing in the neighoorllOoo of Cnbn, were 
overhauled by British crnisers, boarded, and searched, undor tho pre
wnce that they were suspected of being engaged in tho sh",e-trade. 
The iudignation of tho. American people, and of Congrc&&, which was 
in &eSSion, was immediawly aroused at these insulting and ilIebral act!!. 
Tho. atwntion of the British government was called to tile liubject, aod 
the bope expressed that tbe course pursued by it!! nlwal officers would 
be at once disavowed. To arrest these proceedings a naval force was 
dispatched by tbe President to tbo. no.ighborhood of their transaction; 
and Congress, taking the watter up with etlrnestness, proceeded to re
5Olve, tbat American ships at sea, under the American Bag, remain un
der tho. jurisdiction of the country to which tho.y belong, and there
fore tha~ any visitation or molestation is an infraction of the &O\'ereignty 
of the United States; that these aggressions demand auch an unequivo
cal e:tphmation from Great Britain as shall prevent their recurrence 
forover in futuro; and that CongreSli al?prov\'s of tho. action of the 
Executive, and is prepared to adopt such legislation ftI cirCll1l1stnlleo.s 
may requiro. Fortunately, tho. difficulty Wag settled without a resort 
to force. 'rhe proceedings of tho. cruiBera were. peremptorily Slopped 
by the British gOl'crument, their past acts disavowed, and the princi
ples &et forth by our go\'ernment acknowledged to be just Rnd propo.r. 
The President, in noticing tbis subject in his Message of 1868, re
marked that the British government, while abandoning tho claim of 
tho. riglltor search, at the samo time proposed to the United Statea 
that 80nlC mode .honld bo adopted, l,y mutual arrangemcnt between 
the two countries, for \'erifying tho nationality of \'C5&Cl, suspected on 
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good groundll of carrying false colors. To this it Wag replied, tlla~ we 
were ready to receive any proposals which tIley mlly feci disposed to 
offer, Laving this object in view, lind to conaider them in an amicnble 
spirit. 

In the previous year (18.57) hostilities had taken place in China, on 
the part. of the British and French fLI'lting against Canton, lind minis· 
ters had been sent by tho~ governments fo r the purpose ef negotia. 
ting treaties with the Chinese. Our own government. 1l18() &c nL thither 
an able commissioner, who, while instrueted to occupy neutral b'1'ouud in 
regard to the difficulties then pending, was dire<:ted to co-opertlte with 
the British and French, in all pefLl'lcful measures to secure by treaty 
those just eoncessions of foreign eommeree which the natiOllS of the 
world had a right to demand_ Huwa ai8() occupied at the time a 
similar J>06itioo of neutrality and peaceful intention. The rCl<ult W88 

the suece88ful negotiation of a treaty by Mr, Rood, onr commissioner, 
with the Chinese, on the 13th of June, 1868, establishing Ul(l most 
friend ly relations., and greatly extending the advantages of commerce 
with that country. 

Through the efforts of our consul at J apan, a new and enlarged 
treaty was al8() concluded with that power, in J8ti8. From being an 
i8()lated and comparatively unknown country, lIS it was previous to the 
famou s expedition in 1862, under Commodore Perry, Japan has now 
become one of tho family of commercial nations. The mention of the 
name of J:'erry leads us to make a record in thcse pages of the death 
of this distinguished IIm'al officer. Commodore Matthew Colbreath 
Perry died in tbe city of New York, OD tho 4th of MArch, 1868, aged 
sixt.y-threo years. lie WIIS one of tho ablest of our 'naval command
ers, and particularly distinguished Ilimself as flAg officer of the Gulf 
squadron in tl\o Me~jcfll\ war, and in connection with the Jllpan cx
pedition, II! before alated, tho remarkablo suceou of which was at-
tributed to his energetic And able m:magement. 

The d(lftll\ or ::mother emin(lnt character occurred tile following 
month. 'fhe llon. Thomns nan Benton died in Washingwn on the 
l Oth of April, 1858, at tho age of seventY-8ix. Colonel Benton wa9 
one among the eminent statesmen that have attracted the attention 
and directed tile legislation of the country for the IMt half-century. Be 
was thlXOlltempornry of Clay, ·Webster aod Calhoun, and but II short 
timo before bis death completed and ga\'e to the world, ill his 
"Thiny Years' View," II. Cull and admirable history of eventll in CoD
gress during the long period of hill connection with lhat body. 

Further to illustrate the obituary history of the period, we may 
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mention the death of that. distinguished officer in the Melican war, 
GQneral John A. QuitDlan, which took place at Natchez, on the 17th 
of July, 1868; and of the famolls IIungarian rcftlgee, Martin Koszta, 
(whose rescue from Austrian power is noticed in the previous chapter,) 
in the early part of May; while in tho previoO& year (1867) the rec
ord of mortality embraced the namc.s of t.he llon. Louis McLane, 
tile celebrated Secretary of the Trell&ury nnder General Jaebon, 
and of James G. Birney, well known Il& the repcated candidate of 
the antislavery party for the pre&idency. The remaina of Ex-preBi
dent Monroe were, on the 2d of J uly, 1858, removed with much cer€!-' 
mony from the city of New York, where they had rested since 1831, 

and conveyed to Virginia for fillal interment. 
Resuming our ordinary narrative, we now proceed to pll'ee on record 

tile leading facts connected with that remarkable enterprise, the hlying 
of the Atlantic Telegraph Cable. The first attom) t to lay the cable WII8 

made in 1857, and proved unsuccessful; another attempt WIL'I made in 
JUIl1'1 1858, when three snecc&sil'e parting- of tllO cable took place, 
and the vessels returned to port. On the 17th of July, they again so\ 
sail to resumC the work. England and the United Stat.os wcre COlD
billed in the undertaking, the latter furnishing, by vote of CongnlSll, the 
neYo' and magnificent war-5tc3111Cr Niagara t-o assist in tho laying. On 
the 20t.h of the month the ea.ble WM joined in mid·ocean, and on the 
!ith of AUgust the end& were luccCMfully landed, the American end, 
by the Nill§:l\rIl, at Trinit.y Day, Newfonndland, and the Drilisll end 
by the AgamClllnOn, at Valentin, Ireland-the two termini distant 
frOm each other 1,695 geographical miles. Thus WII8 tbil mighty en
terprise accomplished, aft.cr overcoming obstacle&, di&appointments, and 
dangers, which, to a ICSII persevering and intelligent race of mon would 

have appeared insurmountable. 
The cable prOved Bhortly after to be defective, requiring tllat tho 

work s.honld be done over again ; bnt it remained perfcct loug enough 
to be tested, and to oetablish the great fact that tran&atlantic tel€!-' 
graphing WIIS practicable. The following meMIIgcs, which were tran&

mittcd through the cable, we place on historical record: 

THE QlI&&N'8 1oI1.88,t,0&. 

" To the Praidel1' of ale United Siale. : 
"The Queen deBi~ to congT'fttulate the Pres.ident upon tile SUCCeM

ftll complction of this great international work, in which the Queen 

has taken the deepest intere8t. 
.. Thc Queen is cominced that ihe }lrcsident will join with Ilcr in f.er
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,'cnlly hoping tlillt tho Electric. Cablc which no"' conncots Great Brit
ain with the United Statca will provo an additional link between the 
nations, whOlle frieud sh.ip is founded upon their commOD intereat and 
reciprocal esteem. 

• 	 "The Queen haa much pleuure in thus commnniCflting with the 
Pre!ident, and rene""ing to him her lrishes for the proeperity of the 
United States.." 

TilE PRESIDENT'S 	 REPLY. 

"W.f.llHlNOTON CITY, ..tug. 16, 1808. 

" T o IIh lIfajt81y, VUlTORLIo, Qutm of Gnat Britain: 

"The President cordially reciprocates the congratulRtions of lIor 
:"IfnjCllty, tho Queell, on the success Qf tile great internationlll enter
Ilri!!O lIeeomplished by the scicnce, skill, and indomitable energy of 
Ille two eounlriCll. It ill a triumph more gloriona, because far more 
Il~fol to lDankind, thAn " 'M el'er won by conqueror on tile field of 
battle. 

"May the Atlantic Telegraph, under the ble8!!ing of Heal'on, prove to 
be s bond of pcrpehlRI peAce lind friendshrp between the kiDdrtd nIl

tions, and an instnll1lent destined hy Divino Prol'idence to diffuse re
ligion, civiliT.atioll, liberty, Aud law throughout the world. ] n this view 
will not all nations of Christendom IIpontaneously unite in the declar~
tion that it shall be (orever neutral, and that ita commnDieRliona flhall 
be held sacred in pswing to their plac6!l or destination, even in the 
midst of hostilitiCfl' 	 • 

"JAMS8 BOC:m.u-AN." 

A nolber important event of the yellr 'lli'aa the opening of the Over
land Mail ronte from the Atlsntic to the Pacific. In the absence of a 
Pacific railroad, sueh a meMure wae neeesMry to accommodate the 
emigration westward and to fIOCure a more sare and rapid mCllna of 
communication wid. our distAnt possessiolls in thst quarter. 

The republic of ParaguAY having been guilty of inflicting variona 
insults and injurica upon our flag and upon the persons lind property 
of American citizens within her limits, and hal'ing failed to make 
proper apology and repllration, the President recommended in hit me&
sage or 185'1 that 8 final effort be made to obtain redre88 from thst 
power,and that thoE:a:eeulive be authorized to U86 other meana in thc 
event of a refu!lai. Congress l\CClordingly granted the Doo~ary au
thority in 1858, and in the ful1 of that year a powenul naval e:a:pedi
lion was dispatched to Pafllg\lay, under the command of Commodore 
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Shu brick. The lIon. James B. Bowlin accompanied tbe expedition, 
113 Comulissiooef. fllJly authorized w make a peaceful settlement, if 
J>OSIiible, before resorting to force. Tho Heet. arrived at. its destination 
carly in 1859, having with cOn!idcrable difficulty navigated ita way ,
up the tortuous stream leading to the interior republic. The efforts 
of our Commissioner fortunately were BucCCS8(ul, and, without firiug • 
C/l.1l1l0n, President Lopez WII3 induced to como to term!!. The friendly 
adl' ice and interposition of General Urquiza, President of the Argen
t iDe Confederation, also, without doubt, exerted an influence in pro.
ducing the pacific results which followed. A favorable treaty was COIl

eluded with Paraguay, and the various causes of anim06.ity were re

Illoved by satisfactory concessions on her part. 
The administration of Buchanan was, furtherlUorl!, activdy I!ngaged 

iu looking aftA:!r Ilnd defending the inUlre.sh of the United States in 
the various portions of Central America, and negotiations witb New 
Grenada, Nicaragua, Muico, and other local goveruments, occupied its 
watchful attention and energies. The importance of keeping open the 
tntnsit routes to the Pacific, and of protecting the lives aud propcrty 
of American citizens, in thOlle quart-c.ra, called for constant vigilance 

and effort.. 
So, a1s9, in regard to the suppression of fillibuBwriug enterprises on 

the part. of !lOme of our own citizens, againBt thOle governments, and 
in regard to efforts ha\' ing in view tbe prevention of an attempted 
revival of the slave-trade along our aoutbem eoasu, and the return to 
Africa of slaves thus found lauded on our shore&, the conduct of our 
government bas been of a decided and prompt cllaracter. 

In regard to the acquisition of Cuba, considerable discussion was 
bad in Congress in the early part of 1859. The Pf(lIident, in bi, mes
sage to that body, had treated largely of the ,ubject, sbowing the im· 
portance of the acqu~ition. Ita geographical and commercial advan
tages were eloqncntly sot forth. 'fhe United SlaW had scveral times 
before auempted a Tlcgotiation with Spain for its pllrchMC, but bad 
been unsllccc-'lSflll. Mr. Buchanan, however, strongly recommendoo 
that tlle attempt shonld be renewed, and, as it might be neccssary 
thllt he should, in conducting Ule bllrgHin, ho provided with II certain 
IImount of lOoney to advance to the Spanish gOI'ernment, he 111110 sub
mitted that suggestion to Congrell8, commending tho whole lIubjec\. to 
iu careful consideration. The qnelltion "'(\8 formally brought forward, 
favorably reported upon in a very elaborate and able manner in both 
Ho\\ses, and an appropriation of thirty millions of dolla~ recommended 
\.0 bo passed. Owing to the abortneNl of the SCNion, the lDatter was 
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not definitely Ileted upon j it elicited, however, mueh debate, which 
llSSiflted materially in bringing the subjcct more elcarly lind fu lly to 
the attention of the nation. 

One feature of the mcuage of the President in regard to Cuba, 
and of the diacu.saion which followed, W8!l made distinctly prominent. 
Cuba, ir acquired at all, WIl! to be acquired by fair meana. "We would 
not, if we could," remarked the Prcsideut, .. aequire Cuba in any other 
manner. This it due to ollr nationa1 character. AU the territory 
which we have acquired since the origin of the government, hIlS been 
by fair pur<:baMl from Jo'rRnco, Spain and Mexico, or by tho free and 
voluntary aet of the independent State of Texas, in blending her des
tinies with our own. Thie course we shall ever pUrslle, unlC811 circum
~tanecs should oecnr, whieh we do not now anticillate, rendering a de
parture from it clearly justifisble, under the imperative and overruling 
) f\w of self·preservation." 

T this 8C116ion of Congress Oregou WAe admitted as 
State of the Confederacy, as had Minnesota the 

year pre\·ious. This increased the number or States 
to thirty-th~, two of ",bieh (Oregon "nd California) 

Ule brOftd Paeifie. 
1'he Mine of the gold-bearing State snggests to the 

mind the various gold di800veries which have been heralded in 
othcr quarter&. Along the Frnzer River, in t110 British poMe8
sions, mines were discovered in 1858, which caused a large emi
gration thither, and drew 1I11''gcly from the mining population of 
California. Later, a\1egcd di8COveries of gold in the vieinity of 

Pike's Peak:, in the western part. or Kansas, were flnnounead, and that 
also c.reated a \'iolent Clcitemcut in the minds or the people. liun
dreds of thousands from tbe SlaW took their departure for tbe dis
tant digging.. Disappointment lind terrible lutrering were the resul~ 
the reports having greatly c,%Ilggerated the extent and riebDCII of the 

mince. 
On the 28th of J'aollary, 1850, Wm. II. Prescott, the distinguished 

American historian, died in the city of Boston; and on the 8th of 
March fo\1owing, " member of the Cabi ne~ the lion. AllTOn V. Brown, 
Postma~tel'-Gcneral, W!IS remo"ed by death. The llon. J OICph nol~ 
of Kentneky, W!IS Appointed by the President as his IUCCQUOr, And the 
ttppointment wat immediately ratified by the Senata, whicb WIlJ COD

\'encd in extra !C$5ion. 
We h3\'e noticed &Orne of the prominent wpies that oeeupioo the 

attention of Congreu during it. leasion of 1858-0. A D effort to alter 

• 
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tbe tariff, with a view to increased f'e,'eone, waa un!ucoossf'ul, and ill 
place of that. weasure, a re-issue of treasury notes was autllorized. 
A notber subject tbat came up (or consideration remMio!! to be noticed.. 
We allude to tho Pacific. Rail road projeel For years, ill fact. (rom the 
time of the acquisition of CaliComi&, this project bas been p~ent to 
the minds of the American people, and variou. attempts hal'o been 
made to &Ceuro the eo-operation of Congrese for ita realization. The 

subject, when brought to tho attention of that body, hM, however, 
been surrounded with difficulties, not the IOMt of which bay-c beon tho 
l!elootion of a route (or the road, and a pllm of c,ollstruc.ti,oD. that a 
majority could agree upon. Those difficulti(l8 were again flrrayed 

against the success of the mel\llure ill the CoogrcM jna" JIIlmOO, lind. 

although a vcry full JigellMion took. place, and for a lime hopei wore 

ellwrtained that some effective favorable nction lI'ould be had, the 


whole tIling resulted in a bill, which pR8&Cd the Senate, but never 

reached t.he House, authorizing limply an ad\'erti!l()menl for proposals 


from contractors. 
The "iewa of the President upon thi.$ subject, lubmitted in his met

aage to Congress. were Itrongly recommendatory of the Pacific RAil· 
road, and are worthy of being here presented. .. It is freely admitted," 
be remarked, ~"that it would be inexpedient fo r this government to ex
ercise the power of constructing the Pacifi e Hailroad by its own im· 
mediate agents. Such flo policy would increase the patronage of the 
ueeutlv6 to a dangeroUll extent, and introduce a sylt.e1Jl of jobbiug 
and corruption which no vigilance on the pRrt of federal officis.ls conld 
either prevent or detect. This cao ooly bo dODO by ~he keen eye. Rnd 
active and careful .supervillion, of individual and priute interest. The 
construction of this road ought, therefore, to be committ.ed to compao 
niea incorporated by the State&, or other agencies whose potlloiary in· 
terests would be directJy involved. Congroll1l migbt then &SI1iSl them 
in the work by grants of land or of money, or both, under lIuch con· 
ditions and restrictions 811 woul(1 !!Ccure the tran8r~ortation of troops 
and munitiolls of war free from any charge, and that of the U lIited 

State" mAil at a fair and f08IIOnabie price. 
"The progtesa of events aince tho commenonmellt of your last ~elr 

"ion has shown bow M>On difficul ties disappear before a Rrtn and deter
mined resolution. At that time such a roBd was decmed by willC lind 

patriotic men to be a l"isionary project. The great distauce to be 
ol'creome, sud tIle intervening mountains and dasertB in the way, were 
obstacles which, in !.he opinion of many, could not be su rmounted. 

Now, aller the lapse of bnt a single year, tbesoe obr.tacles., it h811 boen 
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discovered, are (ar 1et18 fonnidable tilan tltey were supposed to bo; Rud 
IDail stages, with pRsllellgers, now pau Rnd repRN regulRrly twice in 
each weeL:, by a common WAgOD roRd, betwoon SRD f'ranei.co Rnd St. 
Louis find Memphis, in leu than twenty-five day.. '1'ho aervice haa 
been fIB regularly performed 81 it was in (onner years between New 
York and thi. city . 

.. Whilst di5claiming all authority to appropriata money fur the con
.tructiOD of this road. except that derived from the war-making power 
of the constitution, there are important collateral consideration. urging 
U8 to undertake the work lUI apeedily as posIIible. 

<l The first and most momentous of these is, that aueh a road wonld 
be a powerful bond or union betwaen the StAtcI! cast and weal. of the 
Hoeky Mnuntaiu~. This i8 10 self-~)\'ident as to requiro no illustration." 

But again, in a oommereial point of ,-iow hn cOllsiderod thi. tbo 
great qllustion of the day. .. With the eastern frout of our republic 
stretching along tho Atlantic, and ita w!latern front along the Pacific, 
if aU the pRm should be united by a saf~ euy, and rapid intercom
muniCII.tion, we mnst necetl88rily command II very large proportion of 
the trAde botl. of Europe and Allia. Our recen~ treaties with China 
and J lipan will ol>cn th!lao rieb lind populous empire. to our com. 
lIlerce ; and the history of the world prol'es tbat the nation which haa 
gained possession of tho trado with Eastern Asia hM always become 
wealthy and powerfn1. Tho peculiar geographiCAl position of Califor
nill and onr PAcific p08SOllllioll' invites American capitlll and eDterprise 
into thill fruitful field. '1'0 reAp the rich harvellt, however, it ie an in
dispensable pre-requisite that. we shall first. hlwe a "railroad to convey' 
and cireulate ita product.s througbonl every portiOD o(tho UniQII. Be
.ides. lIucb a railroad through our temperate latitude, which would not 
be impeded by tho frotta Ilnd IInowlI of wintar, nor by the tropical 
heats of summer, would attract to itself much of the travel and the 
trade of aUnatioDIl pasaing between Europe and Aaia." 

In closing this chapter, '11'0 may remark, that in no department of 
our government 1.l1li there of late been more interest displayed than in 
that of the Navy. By authority o( Congress, import.Rllt additions of 
new war-stesmen have boon made, thongh moro, it is apprehended, 
will be required to properly look after Rnd defend tho wide-extendcd 
commerce and interesta of the DlLtion, especially in timC8 of generlll 
warlike disturbance throughout tho world. Tho early part of 1859, 
for example, witnessed the breAking ont of war among the nations of 
Europe-France and Sardinia combAting Against Austria, and "'itll 
the prospect of involving tho other great powen in the conflict. 'Tho 
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difficulty related to the independence of thc Hill;"n States, o\·er BOrne 
of which Austria had long exerted Itn undue control. 

llostilities were precipitated by the demand of Austria upon Sar
dinia, to disann-a demand which WIUI o( course indignantly refused 
by the latter. The appeal w&s then to annL An Austrian arlllY or 
ono hundred and twenty thousand mon invaded t1j(~ territ.ory o( Sar
dinia 0 0 the 29th of April, and in a (ow daya was confronted by the 
Sardinian BrlllY numbering about sixty thousand, aided by a French 
Brmy of two hundred thousand men, undor the leltdership of Louia 
Napoleon himself. The Allstri/l~ , commenced retracing their steps, 
and were followed up by the Allies. On the 21stof Mlly the fi rst buttlo 
took plltco at Montebello, ouo of the suceessful battlo-fields of the 
first Nllpoloon, nnd resulted in the dofeat of tho Austriulls. The bat.
tio of Palestro followed on the 30th of tl11.\' !'Juno month, and here 
again the Austrians \I·ore defeated. On tho 4th of June took place 
tho great battle of Magenta, in which one hundred and twenty thou
pnd of the Allies fought ono hundred and fifty thoosand of tho cn
emy. The Austriaus here sustained another defeat1 IMing about ten 
tbousand in killed, wounded and priwners, and the Allies about three 
thousand. This battle opened the way to Milan, which was immedi
ately encuated by tho Aust.rians, and entered by the Allies on tho 

8th of June. 
The Austrians now rapidly retreated, t.o reach their strongly fortified 

positions beyond the Uintio. Tbeir rear-guard was, however, ol·er· 
taken Ill. Melignano, where anQUICr dC8perate struggle took place, ro
lUlling in the success of the Allies and A S(lI"Oro 1088 to the enemy. 
Finally, on the 24th of June, tbe great and decisive battlc of Solfe
rino was fought. The forcel! numbered about two Imndred thousand 
on each side; and from early morn to late in the e\'cning, the fierce 
and terrible enconnter IMted. The Allies l08t about c.ightcen thou
saud, aud the Amtrians as many more, making nearly forty thousand 
men sacrificed in this fORnul engagtlmcot. 1'IIe Austrians were driven 
from tIle field. Operations were about being undertakon against. tbe 
fortresscs of peschiera and Veroua, when, on the 8lb of Jnly an ar
mistice was agreed upon, and on the 11th a treaty of peace wlilI s;gned 
at Villafranca, by tbe emperors of France and Austria. Thus suddenly 
aud unexpectedly Will! this migllty conflict brought to It. close. . Mean
time Garibaldi. the Italian leader, was performing wonden in nor
thern Lombardy, whilo tbe IIungarian patriotA, {{08lIuth and Klapka, 
were on the point of creating a revolution in 1T1Ingary. 

Tbe bases of tbe peace were: ltaly a confederacy nnder the hon· 
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Ontry prCiidency of the Popei Lombardy annexed to Sardinia; Vene
tin to be ruled by Austria, but 88 a part or the Italian confederacy; 
alld a genernl amnesty: a conference to be held at Zurich for the ar· 
rangement of details. 

The news of the peace produced a powerful sensation throughout 
Europc and America, so unexpected WI\! the dl'noutnunt or tl)e con
flict, wllich at Olle time threateucd to ill,'oh'e all Europe in a prolonged 
and bloody war. Among tho commereial c1asset1 it Wag hailed with 
satisfaction, and thc money Illllrketll or Europa cxhibited R "cry Datu
rnl buoyancy. Among liberal politiciaus, however, the Illanifestly im· 
perfect result<! in ravor of Italian liberty, secured by tho terms of the 
peace, were the canse of disuppoiutment, aud tho subject of general 
Cl'lt)Clsm. The promis~s of Lonis Napoleon, it W1\ll al1e~cd, were far 
from being fn11y redeemed, while tllc motives of bis conduct were re

garded witb suspicion. Tho rcsults of this new political arrangement 
iu Europe remain to be determined. 

• 




CJlAPTER LVI. 

OANADA UNDER TOR BRITISH. 

IIE history of Canada under the FrenClb 
haa be.on given in a previous part of 
tbis work j and for an &ooount of ita 
conquest by the British, the ~ader is 
referred wChapter XXV. Tho popu
lation at the timo of tl16 conquest wI\! 

about flCveuty thousand, divided in a 
poor yet much rnspeeted nobility, and 

&he C1Iltitmtor.~ ra.oe frugal, indU9trioU9, and moral. General Mill' 

'" 
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ray wu appointed governor, nnd tluring his administration the right! 
of the old settlers were faithfully guarantied to them. In fad, the 
British gtlvernlnent, immediately after Iho conquest, c:lerei!!ed toward 
the Canadianl a polioy at once liberal and wise. The babitans, as they 
arc now called, were soourOO in their property, invested with the rigllt8 
of citillcns, and allowed the free enjoyment of their religion. The lawa 
of };ngland, both civil and criminal. inclnding trial by jury, wei'll abo 
introduced, and tbough the J<relleh still preferred, in many ca!C8, tbe 
cnstoms reconci led to them by bl\bit, they did not fail to appreciate 
most of the improvements introduced by the new gtlvemment. 

At tbe timo of the eonquCilt, the British residents of Canada, exclu. 
sive of military men, wen! few and weak. Some five hundred traders, 
mostly of small capital, were scattered through the provinccs. They 
seem to have been but ill-fitted for their station, often exhibitiug a 
bigoted spirit, and au unjustifiable contempt of the French population. 
But owing to the firmness of the gtlvemor, the latter were protected hy 
&II the meaIUI at bis dispol8l; and by tbis impartiality not only were 
many coll isiom between the two races avoided, but the old inhabitants 
becamo attached to the governor, (lnd respected his government. 

Little of histprie intel'(!st occurred in the oolony from this timo until 
the tel'OIt of the Thirteen coloniea lOuth of Canada. The importanoc of 
maintaining the Canadians in a state of loyalty was well understood by 
tho mother country j and in order to gratify national partialities, Pur
liament, in 1174, pa.sscd the Quebee Act, by "hich the English eiri l 
law was IUpel'llOdcd by tho old French cOOe, wllieh had (l:listed before 

~ the conquest. The only reaervatiou was that of the oriminal branoh, 
which continued similar to tha~ of England. The French language 
WIUI to be used in the court.8; hnt no provision was made for a nation&! 
representation. It i8 probably owing to tho latter c&1l8C, thut tbis ac~ 
dC6igned to effect a complete reconciliation between the two races, 
fuiled to acoomplish that object. But during lho struggle between 
Groat Britain and ber revolted oolonieB, the Ca.nadiAlUI steadily main_ 
tained their allegiance. This WI!.B the more singular, from the fact that 
the Amerioan Congrefie and other republican bodies iSllued stirring ap
peAls to the inhabitants, exhorting them to join against the common foe. 
Ye~ the Britiah, as though confiding in the fidelity of the Canadians, 
withdrew almost all thoir troops from the provinoe, in order to employ 
'hem in the lOuth. 

The Americana, failing in thcir attempts to enlist the Canadians in 
their cause, adopted tho bold reaoIution of invading Canada with a view 
to ill conquest. Of the dumg malln<lr in which the invwon WI.8 COl!.
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ducted,--of the appalling sufferings, and heroic fortitude of officers 
and men, the fate of their leader, and the ultimate ilIaue of tho expedi
tion, the reader will find an account in the twenty-eigbth ehapter of 

this volume. 
From this time until the c:lO!18 of tho American war, few event.1I of 

suflicient importance to narrate oocurfflCi in Canada. In 1783, when 
pence W!13 conc:luded, numbers of loyaliBts, obnoxious to tho Americans, 
passed into Canads, where they reoeived liberal grants of land, and by 
thoir sobriety and industry lnid the foundation of the protlperity which 
IObsequently distinguished the Upper Province. But the people were 
atill anxious for a representative government. The Quebec Act had 
proTided for the appointment of a le~ative council of twenty-three 
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members, but the nomination of these rested with the sovereign j besides 
which, the administration, civil and military, wna oondllcted by an indi
vidual excreitring the powcrs of go\"ernor and oommauder·ill-(lhief. 
Hence dissatisfaction rather increased than diminished i and this waa 
the case more espceially, after the eumple of the United States' govern_ 
mcnt had begun to operate. In 17M, II. petition nakiug for II. rep~ 
ICntative government, and ligned wOIItiy by British 1IC111ers, &nd by 
many of the French, WIUI presented to Parliament. The r"tition Te

cci\'ed but little attention, until 1790, when Mr. Pitt proposed in l'at
liament a !!Cherne of govcmment for Canada, based upon thai of the 
English oonstitution. The first change to be elfeetoo WIlS the dividing of 
tho province into Upper Canada lind Lower Cllnadn, of which eaeh Willi 

to bavs a separate oonstitution. This division WII8 strongly opposed hy 
Fox and othcr Whig lUelllbers, who based their bopel for tbe successful 
legislation of tbe oolony, upon the reconciliation and ultimat.e Il.malga.
matioo of the two classes of population. On the otber band, Pilt con
tended that the attempt at union, when ra.oc, lauguago and manners, 
were 80 different, wou1d only produce dissension and disunion. He pre
vailed, and tho measure became II. law. Other dilfercucea arose in Par
li&lDcJ).t, concerning the oon~titution of the legislative council. Pitt 
proposed that it should oonsist of a hereditary Dobility, among whom 
were to be included the moro re8pectable French lords. Fox advocated 
a rCllfcscntative council, but 118 thi8 Willi ill received, he 8uggeSted that 
tho members be ehosen by the king for life. The latter pilin was 
adopted. 

In 1i92, the first houae of .A.slCmbly, numbering fifty-two members, 
was opened hy Lieurenant.-govcrnOl Clark; but their proooedings for 
lOme yC&nl were noi of sufficient importance to merit notice. In 1798 
troubles IU'OilC concerning the granting of land, the bot.rd appointed for 
that purpose having appropriated large distrieta to lhemseh'C!l. l.oud 
complaints were made against this proceeding, as it tended to prevent 
tho general settloment of the provincc. Much time elap8Cd beforo thia 
alfair was adjusted. In 1808, sln.very was abolished in Canada. 

In 1807, Sir James Craig WI\!! appointed governor. Uis administra
tion forms an era in ClUIadian history. Hitherto the affairs of tho (l(\

lony had boon left almost entirely to the discretion of the oxooutiro; 
now the HOWl6 of Assembly, as though IlUddenly oonscious of ilS im
portance, appeared anxiolUl to render itself indcpenden,. One of the 
first acta, with a view to attain this object, was to demand tila' the 
judges shou1d be expelled from their body, as thoywero remorable b, 
the crown. Should it be dono, the membera offered to defray the 01

as 
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pen!e8 of the civil administration from the funds or the colony. The 
offer WlI8 angrily rejected, and the As8embly disaolved. A new As8em
bly, which convened in 1811, displayed the lame independont spirit. A 
newspaper-the CaDadian-de(ended the AMembly and attacked the 
go.omment. The printer Wall eent to priaon, .and his st.oek dcst1'ayed. 
Several other individualt were eei.ud, and a (l(lU1'II6 punned by theexeeu
tive whieb has MUlled this period to be dosignatod as tbe rcign of terror. 
This period may be considered as the beginning of the diS80nsioDIJ which 
have since agitated the colony; but at the time, their progrcse was !JUI

pended by the war of 1812. The principnl events of Canadian hisiory 

connected with tha.t war are el1!ewhere narrated. 
At the close of that war, the fonner disturhanOOll were renewed, and 

have continued. to agitate the provinoo with more or iC911 violenoo to the 
pre,ent time. From 1815-28 suOOClJKivo governors were engagod in 
proposing measures of rcfonn in tho system of finance; but their effort.'! 
were not generally IIOOOnded by the .AMcmbly. In 1824, under the 
administration of Lord Dalhousie, the House of RepreeentativclI con
demned many of the fonner appropriations of the publio money, and 
denied the right of the cro'\IVn to interfere in tlla' matter. Tbcee measurM 
increased the preVlliling discontent. In 1828, II petition, complAining of 

the go~ernor'8 conduct, and nrging oompliance wiili the acta of Aasom
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bly, WILlI !lent to the king. It contained eigbty~en thousand mgn.atufM. 
A. committee in the Hol186 of Commo1l8 reported &.vourably for tbe pe
titionen--a measure wbich gave great IIItisfaetion-and important re
forms were in eon~nenoe introduocd. After the deatb of George IV., 
new dispuf.etl arose on the qUeition! of making judgee independent of 
the crown, nnd gra.nting a permanent provimon to the governor. The 
Assembly decided against the laUer, a re81Ilt wbich placed them II.t VI\

riance with the crown. Under Lord Goderich'e administration, (1838,) 
the breach widened, in con.eequenoo of the Aseembly demanding powers 
which that noblemlUl regarded !1.8 u:orbitant. In the eame year, the 
AMembly a.eked that the Icgielatire council might, like them.eelvC8, be 
elected by the body of the people. Lord Stanley, as hea.d of the colonial 
office, refused in severo terma to 1ft,y the subject; before tho king; inooD' 
Ili!ljUCUee of which the Aseembly voted 00 Bupply tbat year. 
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When Sir Robert Peel usumed the dirootion of aWain in England, 
he determined on sending a oommisRioocl' to Canada, empowered to 
eumine and redress every real grievt.DOG which might be found. The 
overthrow of the Peel ministry prevcntod the execution of this plan. 
Soon after, the Earl of Gosford wall appointed governor. He seems to 
have been sincerely desirous of reform. Hill fint intetoourse with the 
Assembly and the popular leaders was amicable and conciliatory i but 
the somewhat harsh character of his ioatructioDll eaued a violent tumuH 
lUI lOOn as known, and produood an open rupture with the Assembly. 
The council strongly opposed the ROprcacDtatiVe8, 110 that no bUslnesa 
of importance couid be trnnsactOO. A meeting of the Provincial Par
liament, in September, IS80, failed to cffoot a I'OOOnciiintiOD. As no 
supplies could be obtainoo from tho Assembly, the government Willi re
duced to the altcru.o.tive of suspending offioi"l operationa, &citing sup
plies, or demanding tile inklrpoaition of tho mother country. Parliament 
promptly dooided upon cocrei\'o measurea, declaring, by large majoritiClll,• 
that the moncy withheld by the Assembly should be seized for adminis
trative purposes, and that the exooutive oouneil 111'&8 not responsible to tho 
Rcprescntative.:J fer ita acta. The death of William IV. pl"'vented lhese 
meaaures from becoming laws. 

Meantime, violent popular demons.trations ilAd taken place. On 
hearing of tte movements of the leadcl"8, the governor requested 
a regiment of troop!! from New llrunswiek, and warned the people 
about engaging in seditious movements. The Aasembly deDOunoed 
the mCMUre8 of Parliament, and declared that, if carried into effect, 
the oolony would no longer be attached to the mother country by 
feelings of duty or affeetion, hut by foroe. The popular leaders resolved 
on an appeal to arms. Secret L'lSOCiations were formed, violent meetinga 
held/and armsoolleoted. Men calling tbemaclvCII!.be 1/ Sonaof Liberty," 
pnradcd the streets of Montreal. Similar tL88OCiationa were formed at 
the village of tbe Two Mountains. Numbon refuac4 to obey tho magis
tratcs i a popular militia was organized; and many openly doolared a 
acparation from tho mother country t.o bo neOO8!llry. 

Meanwhile government was on the alert. Two more regiments were 
ordered from Nova Scotia and New llrunswick. Volunklor oorps of the 
loyal inhabitants were formed i and various proclamations modo to tho 
socioties and tho people. In Montreal, a party of tbe <I Sons of Liber
ty" were defeated and driven through the streets, and the office of I. 

liberal paper destroyed. Warrants. were wued againat twentY-8ix of 
the popular leaders, and nine of them wore am!ated. Two of theM 
were aub!lequeutly rescued ncar LoDgnevil by an armed foroo of three 
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hundred men. The principal leaders, Papineau, Brown, and WilsoD, 
were reporood to have taken refuge iu the villages of St. Denis nnd St 
Cilarles. A considerable fl1NC, under Colonels Gorell.nd Wethemll, WtLt! 

sent against tllem. On rea.ohing St. Denis, Colonel Gore found the en
tl'll.noo defended by a swne houee, from wbich a fire of musketry was 
opened upon bim. Hia effort& l<I baUer it down were una"ailing j and 
after a sharp skirmish he retreated. Wetberall atta.;,ked St. Charles, 
defended by BroWll, with fineen hundred insurgents. The village WlI8 

stormed, the palisades and fortified hOUBe! were set on fire, and the gu. 
rison driven off. The 1018 of the iusorgents was abou~ three hundred. 
The vindictive me:llluf(llI punued towards this uufortun"tiI gnrri/lOtl have 
cast a stigma upon Wetherall's memory. Soon after, Gore eutered St. 
Denis without rcaistance j the popular leaden concealed themselves or 
fled w the United Slates, and the ineurrcction in w e quarter WM 

suppretlsed. 
The district. of Terubonne and Two Mountains, north of Montreal, 

were 8till in a,rms. In Dcoember, Sir J ohn Colborne, commander-in
ebief of tbe Canadian &:rnIY, marched with thirteen hundred troopr 
against St. Eustacbe. Four hundred inmrgen18 threw tbemeeh-ea into 
a cburc.b, which they dcfended witb desperate valour. They were 1inal.I, 
dislodged by the buildiug being act on fire. At St. .Bonoit, the loyalieu 
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:lUroed tbe hOnseROf the insurgenl8 and eommittodother atrooiti6ll. Simi· 
lar proceedings took place at Toronto, and the neighbouring provinceR. 

In Upper Canada, Maekenltia and other IMd:en endeavoured to ered 
that proTinoo into an independent nation. Gis attcmp" on the 4th of 

• December, to seize the government &rIDS, failoo. Three daYR after, hi! 
foroo of five hundred men W88 routed by a body of loyalists nnder 
McNab. Maokenzie Bed to Buffalo, where be 8uoceeded in organizing 
r. oorps which took poasession of Navy Island. After fortifying it with 
thirteen pieces of cannon, be issued a proclamation inviting 1"0)un\oo1'8 
from Canada and the United States. About one thousand joined him, 
lind he established a provisiona.l government. It WM at this period that 
president VanBuren iMued his proolr.mation warning the citizens of 
this country at' the consequenocs of joining the opposition to a. friendly 
nn.tio.n. Tho burning of the Carolina eausod 80 much irritation upon ' 
the border, tllat tho A.merican government stationed there a I!mall force 

undor General Scott, to maintain order. 
From this time until November, 1838, tbe I!pirit of rebellion slum. 

DOred. On the 3d of that month, a conoerted rising took place in all 
tho southern counties of Montreal diRtrict. Slul.rp skirmishing took 
plate on the frontier, during which In insurgent foroo under Dr. Nel80U 
1011t oue bundred men, and, in about one week, apparent trauqnillitJ 
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WM restored. At ProlCOtt, four hundred men,lIfter II gallant l'eBiatanoe, 
were captured or di~pcrsed by a large llritish force. A number of the 
Jeadcrs wcre put to death, and the remainder condemned to ignominious 
puniahmenta. 

Meantime, the news of the former insuneetion had excited great lien
eaUon in England. When tbe House of Commooa was about to rise 
(or the. Christmas holidays, a minister proposed that instead of post.
poning the time of mooting, aa usual, until February, tbey ahould med 
on the 16tb of January. At that time the constitution of tbe lower 
provinco was 8W'pcnded, and II bill passed for forming a council, its 
members to be mImed by tbe queen, which, in conjunction with tbe 
government, might exercise the functions tben performed by tbe two 
legislative bodies. Ita powers werc to krminate on the ht of Novem· 
ber, 1840, and the validity of tbeir enactments two yean IIfterwa.rd.ll. 
The Earl of Durham, II! mild and liberal statesman, W1UI appointed ~ 
"eruor.general of Oanadn, with in~tructions to cany theso me88ures iDto 
immediate effect. On his anivalllt Quebec j (May 29, 1838,) he waa 
cordially received by aU parties. In his progreae ibrouSh th.,ecountry, 
u far as Upper Canad~ he met with similar expressions of oonfidcnoe. 

This proepoot 'of reconciliation wa.s quickly clouded. Nelson, Bou
ohette, Viger and other popullll' leaders, were in the Montroal jail, 
eharged with high troMon. Government oonaidered it n6Ce!sary that 
they shonld be visitOO by e:remplary punimment. Yet an impartial 
jury could not be upected for their trial, whioh would betides inflame 
all the J'II.DCOUf and part.y anilllosity which it '11'88 hit lordship'! object 
to appease. In this dilemma he adopted a OOIll'!C tha' would enable 
him, lIIJ he hoped, to avoid both evila. After the pri80ners bad been 
induced to make a coufCllllion 0( tbeir gnilt, they were sentenced. to be 
8CIlt to Bermuda, and there kept in strict 8U"eiUance. Should they at 
any time return to Canada witbout permistrion from the governor, they 
'Would be punishahlfl hy death. Papineau, and others who had escaped, 
reecived the Bame 8entcnoo. This measure produced muoh excitement 
in the British Parliament. Lord llrougham declared it illegal, as it 
eondemued to death without trial, and to transportation to a oolony 
whieh was not within the governor.general's jurisdictiou. Aa the cir
cumstances of the easewere, howover, e:ttraordinary, he propoeed a vote 
of indemnity, in fa\'our of the governor.general. Lord Durham's mea
«ure~ were aocordingly annulled. On receiving iDformation of these 
acts, the governor-genenl, deeply mortified, publicly &llnonncOO his in
tention to reaign. B e did Dot even follow the cultomary routine of re
questing permUaion from the crown, and waiting until he had l'tlteired it! 
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and in anuounciug the di.sallowtJ)(l6 of his ordinance, he commented on 
the decision of Parliament with a severity which Wi! considered inegn· 
lar, as it tended to compromise the royal authority. On the 1st. of No
"ember, two day! before the laal,.mentioned in!urt'OOuon, he &ailed from 

Quebec, aDd on the 26th landed at Plymouth. 
During the winter of 1838 aDd the ensuing summer, (1839,) the Ca

nadian provinces were tolerably tranquil. Much interest Was eJ:.cited 
by the proposal for a union between Upper and Lower Cauada-a men,. 
tur<: warmly recommended by Lord Durham. A proiXJ8itioD to that 
effect was before the British ministry in 1830, and the IIOUBC of As
IICmbly in tho uppcr province was favourably disposed toward it. nut 
obje<:tioDs from other quarters eau.scd its postponement for tllat year. 
A biB was passed to continue the e:ltraordinary powers under which 
Sir John Colbonle adminiswred the affain of the lower province; and 
in the fall, P oulett Thompson was nominated to the important office of 
goveruor.geJICral. Under this gentloman nnd his immediate successor, 
81lvernment adopted a system of conciliation, directed, of course, to the 
retaining of Canada as a province of the mother country. Severnl 
~rominent patriots were admitted into tbe 1':le<:Uth·e and legislative ooun· 
cW, and even to the highest offices. Yet dissatisfaction, more or Icsa 
general, still ewted j and the populace lost. no opportunity of appro

priating the ach-antages of cbance to their own purpoeet. 
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From t.his time until the year 1848, little of historical intercat trno
spired in Canada. The country remained in an unsettled state, and in 
nriOIlll q\l.il.l'Wn strong oppoaitioD Willi mauifcsted froID time to time, to 
the measures of the parent go,·erument.. Some of the governors who 
lJUooeeded Lord Durham rendered themselvO/l odiOUfl by oppOOng popu
lAr actl passed or recommended by the ABsembly. To theee diffieultiea 
Willi added the antipathy betwoon the two principal clementi of the 
population. The desecndanta of the original French settlers of Canada 
and those of the Britie.h setHcrs cannot coalesce. Differences of reli
gion, of manners, of ideas, of Hying, instead of disappearing, 800m to 
increase yearly. The posit ion of the governor it conscquently a delicate 
onc, frequently involving a 8IIcritioo of the interest of 0Illl moo to those 
of the other. This has hoon ono principal cause of the failure of Bri· 
tish legislation to produoe legislath'e and 800ial concord in the province. 
This fact became strikingly apparent in 184.8, when diAAatisfaction per
vaded aU Canada; and in the following year, when this diasatisfaetion 
reaulted in the I6riOWl riotll at Moni.real and other pla.oes. 

Such was the popular feeling in the province, when, under the governor
ship of Lord Elgin, the Canadian leaden formed the "British Americau 
League," which has been renderod memorable by the unC.lpccted evenu 
that occurred during ita existence. Ita objects were of a general nature 
_Uto decide upon and publish (sueb was th.cir language to the people) 
.. declaration of their opinions, upon the commercial and politictLI. qUC8

tious of the day." Tho means t.o be employed for this purpoBC wen:: 
e:r:prceaad in a singleword-" organization." On tho19thof April, 1849, 
the League md at. Montreal. to eleet itll officers, and frame an addreSi 
to the people of Canada. In this paper, afier mentioning the /I com
mereial distress and general depre88i.on in every departmen~ of industry," 
and disclaiming all intention to propoi6 remedial measures, tho.League 
ennmerated several eaulI6II of.the national difficultiea. "The diveraitJ 
of national origin, in itaclf /JO potent an impedimcllt to progreea; the 
system of representation; the tenure of lands in the lower province; 
the composition of the legie.iative council, and many other topics of far 
too great importance to be approached without caution or touched with. 
out dispassionate inquiry by tho people at large-all point W the necu
lity of ooncentnting .. 00 t.8IIeI"ting public opinion upon such matter&." 
The addrelll led to a warm dillCU88iou, during which the meet liberal 
opinions on the subject. of diMolving the oonncction with GUIlt Britain 
were openly broached. Meanwhile, the people louilly oomplained of 
grievances, and one or two papera openly advocated sooeeaion from GraM 
BritAin and annexation to the United SlAtes. Exciting debata toot 
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place in the Ael!cmbly. Newnamea were added daily to the listor the 
Lengue. 

Tbi8 was the state of affairs when a rumor became general that Lord 
Elgin woold aanction a meUure koOlJ1l. AI the flRebelliOD Losses Dill." 
It provided for indemnifying thOll8 who had .uataiood losses through 
the iD.SU1'l"OOtions of We provinoo--among whom, through a singulu 
onrsight of legislation, were IOveral who had been outlawed by Lord 
Durlwn, for pMtioipating in tho oommotionl for which indemnity was 
to be granted. The fonuer loyalist party were greatly incensed. Moh4 
collected in various quarters, anxiously inquiring the newi. On the 
afternoon of April 25, the gOTemor repaired to the c:ounci1-ehamber. 
whero he signed forty-ei ght bills. The II Rebellion Bill" WU ODe of 
them. Reports of this proceeding spread 80 rapidly, that before L()In 
Elgin left the ehamber, fifteen hundred pel'llODS bad surrounded it. au 
cntering his carriage, the govemar was pelted with stones lind other 
missiles. In one bour, aU Montreal was in oommotion. While alarm 
bells were ringing, men p688ed through tile atroetl crying aloud that a 
popular mooting would take plaee that enning at the, OhawJlII de Mars. 
Five thou81nd people assembled. ResolutioDBof amM decided charac> 
tcr were passed. QDO speaker mounted a chair, and with a loud ,·oioe 
anDOuuced "Wo have paMOd roeolutWnI enough-they hue been di.. 
reganJed. The time for action has arrived!' Deafening oheers intc.r~ 
ruptcd him. " To the Parliament-house," shouted the orator. Tho 
words were echoed &mid tremendous npJ"OfU", and with lighted torchol 
dancing over their he&da in every direction, the Ill88ICS moved at a fu
rious pace wward the IcgiB.lative obawber. At ten o'clock eight thousand 
pel80DS were in Crontof the legislativo buildings. The Assembly was in 
full sessi.on, having their hall brilliantly lighted. A loud cnah a'anouoced 
to the members their daDgt)r, Ind the glass I*IlOS were dashod in 
by thick Bhowerl! of stones which poured through the windows. The 
terrilled .Asaembly I'OIJO and rushed together into the lobby. The neIt 
moment, one hundred meD, completely armed, entered the hall. Que 
of them took poeaesaion of the apeaker'1I chair, another carried away the 
mace. Others chopped to pieces the furniture. Borne cried fire. The 
memben, olerb, and ladies, led by Colonel Gugy, oollooted in a body, 
and rnshing through the hall, escaped at the principal door. The build
ingll were dilIoover«!. to be on lire. In fifteen minutes the .Auemhly 
hall was·in SIlJll(!8 j by midnight tho wholo WII one mass of r-uins. Out
aide, an immenlle mob gazed upon the spect.aeJo in stupid wooder. Tho 
troops had now arrived in oonsiderablo numbeR. They were onthu_ 
'liaatically cheered) bnt could do nothing to arrest tho Ilames. All the 
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pub!io records and documents, the recent bilh:, and the publio library, 
were consumoo with the buildings. The 1098 of tho booke, an immenst 
collection, OIl the early history of the province, Willi irreparable. A 
picture of tho Queen 1I'1UI destroyed in the streets. Before morning the 
mob bad diapened. 

Next day, four of the popular leaders were arreeted on a charge of 
arBOn. Three thousaDd persons followed them t.o tho prillOD, and great 
excitement prevailed j bu~ the ·'liben.l'r chiefil exened themaelves auo
ooasfully t.o prevent an outbreak. Troops continued t.o arrive through. 
ont the day, but 800m t.o have made no efforts t.o prevent the asecmbling 
of large concoursea of poople. Several hou8Q1J of obnoxious persona 
wore aitaeked, and another mooting was called to deliberate upon tho 
CIOndilion of the province. I~ voted a petition to the quoon, demanding 
the immediate recall of Lord Elgin. 'l'he governor imprudently armed 
five hundred young Fnmohmen, Ind placed them among his e900rt, 
thut augmenting the irritation of the "British party," !loll tho more nu
meroull portion of the people styled themselves. The eaeort, known lUI 
"Lord Elgin'lI guard," were hooted and threatened i and the governor 
burned in effigy. The popwar leaders e.terted themaelvea t.o arrest. this 
dangeroull tendency toward rioting; and. by the let of May, order bad 
been restored throughout the pro\' inooa. On tho 10th, freah disturb
anoes occurred Itt Montreal. While the governor.genernlJ with the mini&
try, and a large number of radicnl members, were at a dinner given at
Titus's hotel, five hundred men Burrounded the building, and demanded 
an entranoo. A aouffie enaued, during which IIbots were fired from the 
hotel, and !!everal of the people were wounded. Tho affair tenninatedJ 

however, .,,-ithout any oveut more !!erioUII. 
HE more reeent history of Canada baa been 
marked by political qniet and a rapid material 
advaneement. Thcre waa a period, after tho popu· 
lar diaturbances Ahove narrated, when the id{l8. of 
annexation to tho United Statca "'113 publicly die
cuucd in certain quarters, and gaiued a number of 

advocates; bnt the !!Ontiment was of but brief duration, and 
never, indeed, was extenllively entertained. 'l'he judicioDII aud 
conciliatory treatment of tho Home Go\'ernment was 8ufficien\ 

reatore perfoct loyalty of feeling on the part of the colony. 
The two districts, Upper Canada (or Canada West) and Lower CAnada 
(or Canada East), aner remaining separate governments for IIOmo years, 
were again united; and, nnder II. Buccession of able governors, and the 
liberal measures of reform and progros. introduced, havo gono en in a 

, 
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career of prosperous dove.lopment. The local legislature, or Provin
cial Parliament, il composed of a Legidative Council of forty-four 
members, &elected by the CroWD, and retaining office for life, aud II 

Legislative A&Sembly, consisting of Qnc hundred and thirty membcl1I, . 
who Ilre chO&(ln by the people. I ts legislation must receive the MOO

tion of tho crown, before becoming of binding efficacy; and thi. au
thority is vested in the Governor-General, who may also reserve bill, 
(or reference to the Home Go\"ernmeut.. Of late yesl'St the e;lO:clusi\'e 
oontrol of the POilt-Office. the Revellue, and other leading matters, haa 
hoen granted to the colonial government j and, generally, the province 
may he regarded as being, in every essential, aD independent go,-cm
mont, having its executive, legielath-c, and judicial departmcnli mod
elled after the mother country, and managing ita affairs in its own 
way. A very libersl franchise exists, 110 tilat tho ballot boI is nearly 
as free as in the United States. Tho executive consists of a governor
general, appointed by the crown, and a eoullcil appointed by the gov. 
ernor; the members of the latter being &elected from t.he Legislatu~ 
directing the different departments, .and, like tho British miDlstry, 
holding office only 110 long as they arc supported by a Parliamentary 
majority. 

Tho advancement o( Canada, in all tha~ makes a prosperous and 
powerful state, haa, lUi we have remarked, been rapid and eItcnsi\·e for 
the past (ew yeaN. Its population lias more than doubled since 1840, 
and has attained t() nearly three milliOD8. In agriculture, manu(ac
tures, and productive industry gcnerally, decided progress has been 
made. Numerous canals, TIIilroads, and other works of internal im· 
provement, bave been perfected, requiring the CIpenditure of largl} 
amonnt.& o( money. In 1859 there were o\"or fifteen hundred miles 
o( railroad completed in tho province. 11.& commerce alw has eIpe
rienced a great increase, the exports running lip from £2,660,908 in 
18.50, to a value of £5,9.50,32.5 in l85.5, and yearly increasing since. 
A prominent cauae o( thil commercial increase was tho adoption o( 
the Reciprocity Treaty between the United States and Great Britll.in, 
in 1854. By thil treaty, the British colonies were permitted to enrer 
npon a system of free trade, in mRny important articles, with the 
American States; and a mutuRI Cree interchange of productions hM 
led to a largely extended commerce, re&ulting in marked bellefit to 
Canada. More land il yearly being brought under cultivation, its 
townl are advancing in prosperity, increased busineM is furnished (or 
its rail roads, Ind il.& tonnage shows a yearly growing importance. In 
addition to its ordinary shipping, important steam communication. 
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havo been established, and powerful screw steamcl'll connoot its chief 
cities with Livcrpool and other ports of Europe. 

With this material growth, the progresa in educational aud relib-ious 
matUlrs has quiUl corresponded. In short, Canada, with ita intelligent 
and enterprising population, iu healthy climate. ita developed pro&
perit.y, and ita area of over three hundred and fifty thouund square 
miles, including boundlC118 resource" i.8 the mOlit magnificent. colonial 
posaeaaion of the British crown, and, in reality, an empire in itself. 



\ 
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APPENDIX . 

THE OONSTITUTION OF THE UN1TED STATES 01 AMERIOA. 

Yra",ed duri ..!! t"~ ytar 1787. by 011 (o.,,'<!'nU.,.. 0/ tbl.g<Ji• ., who ",d fJI PMlada 
pAUl./ram 11., "rd... of NtwI /lamp.hi,", A/luI«JCIIUHlu, OO'll1u/icul, Ntlif }~~k 
NN ./t-nty. Pm",,{ca..u., Ddl).lIXlrf, MaryiamJ, Virginia., Nq.th Carqiin4, 
&..LA Caroi'-, Oeoryio. 

WIl, the people 01 the United States, in order to f(JrID .. more perfect unioa, 
ed.• blish justice, illeure domeelie lranquilli~y. pro"ide for the OOftIlUOIfl defen", 
prom<M.e tbe general welfare, and IkCUI'e the bleMing. of liberty to tlu_Ive.. 
and our ,POIIterity, do ordainI.nd ewtabli.h!.bit Con.titutioo rQl" the Uni.ed State. 
0( AmerlU. . 

ARTIOL"E I . 
• Slim. I._All logielatlu powe •• ho;rein gran ted ,hall be TOlled in a t!(If1l:l'r~ 
of the Unit"d ::itatel, which 8hall oon~i.t 0{ .. ~"nR,le and bou." of 'llprC.ent",· 
Liv... 

SlerT. H._I. The hous., of rep, (II<!ntat;veI ebaU be COtIlpo.ed or members, 
cbOlen IITery IeIXI<Id yeti. by the people of the M .. eral '1,,181, IUld Ih" eleelura 
in each &Ute ~hall have the qllllliflClltiooi requilite for eleetura of u'e mot' 
nllmeroul branch of the .tate legielAture. 

2. No perJJOO oil bI> a .ePl'_et&ti'fe, who shall not hue .tt.ined 10 tbe 
age of Lweell·6'f8 yu.... aod heee "ven )'~n" citilell o,r the Uni~1 8"11", 
IUId wboabal not, ..beD elected, be an inhabitant of tllat .tale in whleb he .hall 
be eho:lilllll. 

3. Repruenlati'f8 and djree~ tUM ehal! be apportiooed &mOnI!" the lII!..eral 
,taiM .hieh may be illCl"ded within Ihi. Union, aooordiug to thdt reJpccti'e 
pumbeu, wbieb .hllil be determined by adding to the whole nlllnbtor or free 
peraQlll, including thOM bmutd to ecrv.tude for. t<!rm of year.. a"d I1l1:cluding 
IndlaDII not taJ1ed, tbrel<-flflh,or.1l other perllOha. The .etu,,1 "nu"l~..,ti"n elo.U 
be mRde ..ithin three ycare oller the fint meeting of the OJIJIlgteM of th" U';ited 

Jlt.aW4, and within e .. er)' IUtJ.Il(]II""f term of teD rean, in Inch IU"'Ht~r u th"1 
.hall by law "ireot. The numOO. of .eprel8Dtllt,"e' .hall no~ eu_l olle fur 
e¥l!I"y"birty thoUSAnd, but l1uh tlate ~hllll hne-at leut one~pr_"IAtive: 
iUld, uutillUch enumeration Ihall be made, the Ilate of Nt!. H.ullplbire aMI! 
be enti tled to ch~ thrt!ll, MaHaCbuaettt eiir"t. Rhode'lll"u" and l'rovide_ 
Pbull.lltioo' 01'*, Coonecticut 6 .. ~, New York IU, New Jeney four. P.,IIn'yl,ani• 
• ~ht, D<:tiA...... OIIe, Maryland. .a. Virgini& ~EI, North Carolina fi ..e, Suuth Car 
ollna 6 ..e. IUld Georgia three. 

4. When neaocin bIIppen in the rer._otatioD froog UJ.y.ta~, th.lIl[ectlti", 
tulhoritllbereor!lbal.l. ;.rue .ritt ole ecUoIi to fill Illeh ~ 
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6. TI,e IlouMI of repreII!lltatj,.. abaU choo.e their _peake" IlIld olhc.. officera 
and Ih,1I h.Y~ the tole power of impeaehme"" 

St:Cr. I1J.-I. The ~oate of the United Stalee ,hall be compond of t ..... 
leIllll.on from e&<:h eta te, ehoeen by the legial.ature the«!of, for ai:.: yean: and 
eacl. leuator ,htLlJ hue ~ 1'ote. 

l!. Illimooiately .rter they allall be __mWed. in CUlliMiqofllloP of tbe tir8.~ 
election. they ~hllll be dil'u.led ftI cquallr l1.li may be into thNe dillies. The 
ipl.l of tiM! ICnAtQn of the fint cw. lhal be .. acated at the upiration of tl,e 
ae«>nd yem.; of the leoolld cl.:."" a' Ihtl ezpiration of the ("urlh y..ar; aud of 
the third clus, .t the upiratioll of the "",t il yeat', 110 that on... third ro ay be 
ch06en every IICOOIId year; and if ".cluJeiea happen by reeignalion. OK other,,*,. 
dllring tbe .ece. of the legil!lature of any Btatt!, the eXlICutivfI tberoof may 
make t.emponry appointmeDtl, nntil tbe nut meeting of the legialature, which 
abrJl then 611 oueh vacloeie. 

8. No penon llhall be. lleDIIlor who Ihn not. hue atuined i o tbe ar of 
thirty yelln, lind been nine yellT3 II eilben of Ihll United Stale&, .. nd who thal.I 
Il001, when .I~ted, be IllI inhJibitant of that ,taU tor which he ahall be cboMn . 

•. TI'e .. iee-preeident or the United Stllte. th.n boo pr~ent 01 the Mnate, 
hut Ih.n ban DO ..ole, unleal the, be equally divided. 

6. The Ikl nllte . h ..n cho:oole tbelr other offieer.. and alN) a pre.;dent pro tem
pore. in the ablence of the 'rice-president, or wben he llhall e.erciee the office of 
presiJent of tbe United SUOtea 

6. Tbe .ena.te &ball have tho 101e power to t ry &11 ilnpell.cl,ment& When 
sitting tor tbat pur~ they ~ be on oath, or affirmation. Wben tho 
pruidcnt of tho Un,ted State. i, tried, lhe chief.jlU!.ice wll pre.idol: otod DO 
pereoo Ihall be cun,icted witbout the COIICnmlllce ot twO"thirde of thI! member$ 
p . _nt 

7. Judgment in cue. of impeachmeot thall not eItend furthor than to rQUlo.... 1 
from office, and diequali6cation w hold and enjoy any office of bOOOW', trtwt, or 
profit nllder the United Statet; but tho pari,. (On¥icted Ihal l, IlIl¥crtheleq,
he liablr and subject to indiculIe'lI., trial, judgment, aud puniahmenl., according 
to law. 

SICC1'. IV.-I_ The liLDe8" pJaooa, and manner of boIding e1eeliooa for ""!lAton 
and ropre&entlltiY1!.. IIhIlU be preteribed in ellCh IUlte b,. tho, lep1ature thereof; 
but the congr_ rnay, 1.1 any time bylaw, make or alto!r IlId, regulatio ..... except 
... to the p1aee6 ot chooI!ing IIIlnalOl's. 

i. The congr_ ehall _mbla at leut one. in 81'ery y8&l', and looh meeting 
lllall be 1)1, l~ 6 ... 1. MoodII.y in Deeember, uweu tlillylhall, b,. Ia...., .ppoio~. 
differ.ot day. 

Sam. V.-I . Each booie thall be the jud~ of the election.. rein..... &Ild 
qnalilicationl ot iu owu membera, I\Ild II. luajorily of each thall COflnitnt(l & 

quo.-um to do buIineeI; but • IIUl&Iler nnulber may adjQum from day to day. 
and may be authorized 10 QOOlpel tlUI attendLIDCII of abient mem~r.. iu IUch 
manocr .nd under omeh pt>uaItiet ... each boUle IDay provide. 

S. Each house ma)' detennine. the rules (If iu ]lrOCefIdioga, puLlilb it. memben 
for duderl,. behaVIOUr, and, ... ith the COIICurrellC\! 01 ~wO"IlLird.. eIpel a memo 
bo,. 

8. Each IIOU8e Wall keel? j ournal of ita pro«lediLlgt, aod frolll linle to time 
Jlub1ish the ...me, u:cept.m.g -ueb ptU'u .. OI&y, in their judgment, require 
lOOfeCy; and the Y"'" and n.y. of tbe members of eilbtor house. 0Cl any quution, 
ah&ll, 1.1 the desire of ooe.6rtb of IhoM pre ...ot, be entered (10 the joornaiL 

'- Noither bo~ during the l>llaioo ot oongrell, .hall, ... ithout the _nt of 
the oilier. &djoum for morll th.w three day.. uor to any other p1a.re tbAD thu in 
wbich the t'IFO hoL1l<lI Ihall be lilling. 

&ct'. VI _ I. The senators and rupr_ot.ati..et ahall receive. compeneation 
for their oe rviCH, to be IUCertaioed bylaw, and paid out of the treuury of the 
United SUites. They thaI!, io aU ca_ except trel.lOO, feloay, &lid breach 01 
peace, be pri,i1qed front arren durillf!' their atteDdIWOO at the NlI&ioo of their 
. ..pectl'f'(I bollAll'l, and in going to and re turniug from the lI&lIle ; and for.u, 
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r or dew.Ui ill either bouee, they tb&11 DOt. be q_tioned in aDJ other 

p 2. No IIIl1fttor 01' repr8lelltau.. e ahall, daring tbe time for which he WJl8 efilt,\
ed, be .ppointed to 1U11 ci..il office under tbe a..thori,y of the Unil.e,1 St:uea, 
which .b.1! bu~ been ~...,ed, or the emolument. whereof thall ha,,, been 
[ncreued do.ing ludl time. &lid 110 pel'l()t~ hold~ an1 office lind". the Ullit~d 
St.te.. 1!hB.1I be. member of either !loUIe during hL! omtinuI\lion in u/lloo. 

SZ01". VII._I. All billa for raillillg revenue .h.ll ori!!'i..t. III d", hOUI(! or 
pepr8Mlutati..... but the aenaw 1ll.I.111.0pow or oooour WIth Ilmemlmeuu., III 00 
other hiliL 

2. E'I'ery hill ..,bK:h Ilhall hU8 puatd tb.! bou!e of repreaent.ti,.. tltld die 
HDllt8 &baLI, befgq it ~8ft. I..... be preeenled to we p.Mideut of Ibe Uui
ted Stata; if be approve, b8 -'lall .ign it, bUI if OO!.. hll aIlal! return it. ... itlL hia 
objeetioot, to thai bouae in whi~h it .hull hAve Migillftted, who sh.lI enl.(>T Ibe 
objection. .t Wge OIl their jourD"-1, .nd PI"(lCt!OO 10 recooAidu it. If I\f"l.er ~~b 
reoonliderBl ion. two·third. of tMt hOUM ,lmlJ agree to p_ the bill, it ahall be 
&ent, together wilh the objectioo., to tl~ "tbtl. huu!le, by which it ,hall lik"w;•• 
be reoontiderad. IIDd ir approved by two-third. of Ih$t hout!<:. it .hall beaml. a 
1&.... But in allium CU8t the ..otelol both Itou&el .hll-II be d.lermined by 
yeN and nay.. and the name. ....r tile pe'8011i1 'luling for and againn Iha bill m.n 
be entered QQ the journal. of each hOIlle r ..peet;vely. I( tlIly bill ilhall Dot be 
returo&d b, tbe preaident within ten dal1 (Sunda.y, exoepted) .fter [~,hall h .... e 
l>een p'Mented to bim, the ..me ah.1 be Ito IA.... in lib manner '" If be had 
aigned it., unl_ the COftg1"I!eI, by their adjournment., plllvent itt return. in whicb 
f:'"e it .h.dl not be a I ..... 

a. Every order, reaolutioo, ()r vole, to which Ih. OOOCllTTenee of the MnaUi 
and Itouee of reprlll'eotaliv8ft may be noceaeury. (ellCept 00 Il qU(lItioll ofadjourn. 
ment,) . ball be I)TUeoted to the pr ..k1ent of the United i!:ltllt.&,: and before the 
8IIlDe .hAli taka affect., aball be .p,/,rOf"ed by him: 0', being di.pproved by him, 
IhaJI be reJlMled by t....o-third.o lbe MIlA!e and houae of repr..entati'l'l!a, ao
oording 16 tb. rules..,d limilJltione praecribed in the CAM of a bil1 

&or. VIII.-1'be cc.tgr_ eh&IL ha'l'. po."er
1. To 111.nd oo.Iled tues, dlltie&, impo&U. tltld exci_; to ..,. Ih. debts, and 

provide 6:>r thll commoo defeuee .lId g~neral welf... of the United State-; but 
all dutiel., impotot&, and eui_ ahall be umform throughout the United Slit..... 

t. To rom'''' mone,. on th. credit of lbe United Stataa. 
8. To regulate commerce ... ith foreign uatioru, and among the se .. eral etates, 

and ... ith tbe Indiftn t ri be&. 
>l. To 8ftlablii.h a Wliforru . ule ofnaturaliution, attd unifurm I...... 011 the lul'iee! 

of ba.ukruptdel tbroughout llill Uoited Statu. 
Ii. To <!Oin lllooe,. reguIAta the ...Iue to.:.-teo{, and of foreign ooin, .nd ti. the 

Itanda.rd of ....ight. Rnd measurea. 
6. To pro..ide for the puniabmeot of counterreit~ the teeUJ"iti. and eurrtllt 

com of the United Slate&. 
7. To ..tablish poet--«fioea r.nd poet..-oadL 
8. To promute the ~ of .eienee IUld uaerul ~ b,. eeeuring. foo- limited 

t imes, to .uthon and in..entora, the e.elu8[\,e rigbt to their flll.pect i,oI wri,j"gl 
and diflQO"erie.. 

9. 'l'o conllitute tribunal. in ferior to the ,upreme court. 
10. To delbul $ 1\0.1 punish piraciea alld feloo iea oommitted 011 the I,;gb _I, 

and ofl"enca a.gN~t tbe la... or nati~ 
11. 1'0 declare w.., grant letlen of roatque and ntpriaal, and twliF:e rul8ft c0n

cerning capturea 011 land 01" ....Iff. 
12. To raite ~nd IUpport anniu; but no appropriatioo of mone,. to that uee 

ahall be for a longer lerm than t."o yean. 
13. To provide r.nd maintain. _'I'y. 

I .... To m.ke rut.. for tbe go'l'ernment ud regulatioo of !.he land and na.,.al 
,
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U. To p!"O'fid'; for calling ftll"th the militia io ueeute the I..... of the Union, 
.uppreM iu,urrectlon., Rnd repel in'·lLI!ion&. 

15. To prtl'fid .. for orgauiziug. arming. IUld cmciplining the militia, and for 
g<I'f~rning fuch pare. of u.eID .. may bo employed III tbe Hrvice or tIM! Ullited 
$t.at..:1!, re"""'i"!j: to Ib" 'Ia~ n<!pl:l(ltive1y. Ibe aP!loQintmen-l of t)le offioer ...nd 
t1ltI .uu....ri~y of Ir-.inWg the militia, _ding ~ tbe d itcipline prelO:ribad by 

11. "lu ezercillfl e:lclnelve legitlatiO<l. in all _ ...bat_yer, OYer ~lICh d__ -- mil ... K(Wlfe,) aa 'ORY, by eeee.ion Qf particular etatett;t rict. (llot o<l[co!(l(ling ""0 
and tbe ~ptanee or ooogreu, become the lIlat of the gonrnment of the Uuited 
$ta,H, and 10 e.r.erciM Iik. authorit,. on. aU pUcel pu.reh&led b,. lh. conNnt 
of tim l"l;itll,ture of II", 8tal.tl in whiell tllu lIAIoe lhall be, for the erectiQu of forte, 
lllaguWfIl, areeoala, dQek.yudt, IWd otlwr ne&dful buiJdi~_alld 

18. To mue all la .... whoc:b ,hall be ~Y and proper for CAI11ln8: iolo 
ueeutiou tho foregoOlllg powers, and all other POWII'II 'fl![lted by 11M COOltilUtiGO 
'" the g09uttlment of tbe Uuiud ::itate., or in aDY departDI(IU~ or office \hare.oC 

&ct. 1)(.-1. 1'be migratioo or importation of 6IIch pt:T~ .. u:r or ... 
ltata now .....tiog IIhaII \hook proper to admit. uwl lICIt t.. prohibile by llH 
oougr.... priw to 11"" yea.r one thQullllld eigbt hUl'Id,od and (light. but II tax or 
duty IllIly bu im~d 0l'I .ud>. importetioo. notel:ceeding till d",U.1'II f'ot"oh,.

2. Th, priYilege of the writ or babeN corpwro , hall oot hit I~Dded, uol_ 
when, io C&l(!1 of rebWlion w illvuiou, the pu lJJie u.f(:ty, ma.y. reqwro it. 

a. No;, Lill (){ aUaioder, 0.- u·po:.t !acto law. eball be I)UiICd 
4..No capitation, or ot.bw- di.oct till[ 6haU be bid, uDk.. in proporUoo to thI 

oeulIlJ.I, or (lnun,uratK.n, herein be(o~ directed to hoi takelL 
Ii. No tal: or tlnty.U be lai.tI ou articles uporl.olp (rom &nT,tate. No 

preference Niall 1... given, by any regulatioo (){ commeroe QI' rovellue. tc; I.ht 
port~ of OlIO ltate oyer thoM of anolher; uor.ball y-Ie, boulld to or !rom om 
'''''te, be oWigod to euler, cito.... or pay rlnti\18 in another. 

6. No lDOIIeyahali be drawu Jh.m lho !zeaIury, but in CoODHquenee of ap
prupriatione made byla",; and a ~IlJar .tal('lD(olll and IICOOUIIt ...f 1M r_ipte 
&lid ol:penditurea of all public! mooey aban be publilohud (1'0(0 timo to lime. 

7.. No titlo of oobility IhaII 00 granud by We UlliUld Statel; a.nd 00 perIOD 
bwhog lUly oftiu of profit or mo.l uuda- tbe"".baU, widlO\n tbe «I_ot oj 
eougresa. ~pt of .ny prt.otent, ernoluroent, office, or titlo {If IUIY kiud ",haleyer, 
frolll lOy king. prj~ or foreign IIate. 

Swr. X--I. No .taw IhaIl ellUlI "'to any treaty, alliance, Ol" eouledlll"atioo; 
grnut letten of marque and repriAal.; coin _,; elllil bilt. 01 credit ; make 
any thing but gold aud ailver «lin a teoder in I*ymellt or debtl; ~ any bill 
of aHeinder. u · poott. tecto 1",.., lit Jaw iwpair ing I.ba obligatio" of conLl;actl, or 
grant lUly title or DObility. 

2. No ltall ahall, ... i,bou.t !.be _ot of c~ Jay tny impo:.ta or doti" 
on ilnporte or o:lporta, except what may be ab.olutely neoo....y for axeculing ita 
lnIJl'CtiO<l Ia... : and the oet produce of all dutiel and imP'l'te, laid by any ltate 
00 imp<>r" and ..porte, dWl be fur tJ.. UIe of the treuury of the Uniled 
Stale.. and .11 Iud, .laWl! . hall 00 lubject to tl)e revioliM and control of congr-. 
No 11.&" ab&Il, ...ithout Ibe COlIaeOt of cougr-. lay lUly duty on tonnage, keeptroo,., or ahipa or war, in time of peace. ente r iow aoy agreement or oom~ 
...ith anothor ,1.&1a, 01" ...ilh /I. (weign power, or ellgage io ... ar, uoleM ac:tUally 
invaded, or in IUch imminent danger .. will no' admi~ of deJay. 

A.RTICLE n 
SWI'. I.-I. The Uawti9.e po ... e. IhalI be y..ted io a ..._deot of the U pited 

Statoa of America. He ebaIl hold hie office dwin8' the term of four ye.,., and, 
qether with the vite"pl'llidelU, cbOlllll for the I&m$ "'111:1, be elected u 
foilo.... ; 

t. Each I late aball .ppomt, m .ucb IIWIUU .. the legillature Ihereof may 
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dired, I. number of eleoton, equal to the wbole number of ICIlMOrt lind rep~
e.entati'f~ to wbich the Itate mlly be Intitled in 1m. cougre64; but II" &enllt(\r 
or 'I!pres.mt.lltivll, or pel'lOll bolding an ofIiee of trua~ or prof\~ ulKle. too Unitall 
State., sholl be I.ppoinl~d I.n eluetor_ 

s. 1'he t'lt«on aluul meot in Iheir reepeetivo fiate., and vote by bnllot for 
'''0 pc.......... of whom one 1.1 leaet.lhall n~ be an ioh&biUUlt of the ....me &.ll.te 
with themsel'fea. And !.bey ,,111.11 nmlte a I~t 01 all the IJeraoont 'foted f(ll', and 
of the number of vot_ for each; which lin tbey,hall Iign IIond cer tify. and 
~t, -'ed, to the _1. ofsv"er,omenlof the United 8tate6, directed to Iht' 
prdidt.nt of the _lilt.. 1'h.. pnooiideol. of the eena.te .I~ in tbe pr__ of 
tlwt teILMte and 001118 of rtlpAHntati,. open all the ocrtifict.l"- and th. 'Otel 
1111111 IMn be COIIoted. 'l'he per_ Iwtving Iha greatell nllmber 01 "iMllhaIl 
be the pre.tdeDt, if IllCb nliluber be a majurily of the wholo Quu.be. of elocton 
appuimeoi; and if there be more tluon oue who Iuo.n 'llCh m"jvrity, and han &II 
equal number of .otet, tbell !.be houle of re~ntati,O!fI oltall immedilliely 
chooae, by ballut. ono of th"m for pr,,~idt'nt; lUId if no pe'"*>l1 rune a Inaj\lrity, 
llien !'rom I.bo livII hitrhe&t on t(,e tiet, the uid hoUM .h"]l, in liko mD.lln~r, 
.ehOOle the preaidcnt.. But iu ch~"g the pr~lIident, the .otel .hall be 14ken 
by ,!.Btell. the I'6preHutation from each Bta.te ha"ing 000 vote; • quorum for 
tbi, purJ'l'O"fl AhaIJ CtIII&iot of" member or member! from two-third. of thl! 8tMe., 
aud a majority of all the ,tate. "&11 be ne<:e.....l to a choice. In every (lIWe, 

after the choice of the I'rwdent, the. perwn havmg the veatelt number of 
'Tutd or the eleeto .... ahall be tlla .ico·president. But if then! .hould remAin 
two or more who hare equal 'otee.. tlla eenate ahall chOOH from tbem, by t.llol. 
tbe riee-presidenL 

4. Tho ooogrese may determine the time or ehooBiog the ell!()tora,aDd the day 
IIDwhicb tbey &lwl give their Tote.; wbidt day ehall be the .m. througbout 
tba United Swes. 

Ii. No pel"llCll, u:cept a natural·born citizen, CIt a citizen uf the United StAtn 
et the time of the adoption or thi. QOtUlitulion. &ball be eligible to the uffiee of 
prt'&idellt, IIeither . hall IIoIII penon be eligible to that office, who ,hall not haYa 
IIttaiued the "1'8 ot thirty·live yean,!md boo" fourteeo ye..,., II Neident within 
the United States. 

e. in ca.e of the remol',,! of the pre. idcnt from office, or of biB doath, re.igoR' 
tion, or inability to discharge the powen and dutiel! of tbe Mid office, tho ,,1.llIe 
.hll devolve Oil the .ico-preeideut; and the congress may, by 1&.... pr01'idu f<ll', 
tllO cue of removal, de&th, reaignalion, or inability, both of the praident anil 
,ice·presidellt, declaring what IllIIte. IhaII then act 1111 pre&idt'nt, Ind web 
officer .hall act IlC(lOfdingly. until the diaability be I'f:mo.ed, or a preeident ,ball 
be eleetoo. 

'1. The prClident aba\I, at ltated. tilllK, 'ece"O for hia eernee., a oompenstltion, 
whicb lhall neither be iooreued DOt mminir.bed duri~ the period for which he 
lhall Ita1'" been elected, and he eball not recei.c, within that period, !my other 
em<>lumeDt from !he United St.Illel, or anr of them. 

8. Bt:fore he entel'l 00 tbe ueculion II hit o:fIice, be eball lab the foUo'll'ing 
OItl~ .". "ffirmati,)[): 

.. I tin tIOl~nmly 8wear (or affirm) thllt I will faithfully CJ:ooute the offlce of 
pre~i.Jllllt of the United State.. and will, to the best of my abili~y. prllltrve, 
prote<:t. Rud defend tho OOllatitnlion of the United 814te..

1:)£\..,.. I I._I. '111e pr\'8ldent ..hall be commRDde-.-.In·ehi~r of the IInny IIond n"'''y 
of the United StatM. Bnd of the militia of the le1'eral 'Iates, wht'n called into 
the actunl ",,,-iee of the United St"Ie&; be m"y require the opinion. In writing, 
of tile pri/lClpfll officer in each of the ueeutive department&, ur:e any lut.jI!C\ 
r~llting 10 the dutiu of their r~ve nfficea, ..nd he ,hal hue pow~r to 
gr""t n:prie\'eII 1lIK! pnrdoo, tOr offeueea againat the United Stala. exeept in 
euc... or itnpeacllmen\.. 

~. He IIuoIl hue Y,''''t'r, by aDd wilh the ad.ioe and C(lIlMInt ollhe ..nata. to 
make treaties, proVIded two-tbird. of the -'<>1'1 preHllt cooeur; and lMo ,hall 
UOIoinale, and by and "jth u.. advice and CUoUHDt of tbe eeDate, sball aWO'"1 
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runt..adors, othlf public minute,., aDd _ ... judp 01 the IUprwne 1'OUrt. 
and all other officen-ol the United Sut.&l, ..booM appoUllment. . r. ao\ here,n 
olhc••i!e provided for, and whicb Iball be elt&b/.i$bed bllaw. Bllt lho CI'lI)"cali may, -by la"" "eft tbe apllOintment of lucb inferior omo.... Iu tbey think 
proper in the ~NideDtAlooe. in theCOUrti of u.w, ()t' in the heWtof depituuenu. 

8. 1'00 prelldeot ahaU b.... pow.r to fill up'.11 .,&eanciu Ihat may happeo 
during the . ecees of tb.e lenate, by Vll.llting eom'n~ which .taall upin at 
til. end of their nm eellOlion. 

Swr. Ill-lie ehai.l, from time to time, giy, to the COIIfITeM information of 
tlUI ~tate oC tbe Uni(lll, and reoocnmend to their oooaideratioo lum meuu..... u he 
ab,,11 judge neeesury and erpedient; he may. on edraol'dlnary ~ eon
",lie both houllell, or aili,er of tbem, .nd in _ of dieagreemtul between them, 
...iUl ' e/!pect to the time of •.djoun:nnent., he oay adjourn them 10lucb time .. 
h. lhall think proper; he .ball ._ive ambueadoMll.Dd other public .ninil-.e ... 
he dllll! I.h eat'~ thllt the aWl be faithfully eucuted, and wall oommieeio<l aU 
the officel'l of th'l United 81.11te.. 

8Wt. IV._TIu~ preei.dent, vioo.preBident, and all ci'i l officera of the United 
Stat'll!, shall be remued from office OIl imp.eudlment fOT, aud conviction or 
trea.eon, bribery, or other higb crimel IIDd mWiemelLl1011I. 

A.RTICLE ilL 

SEer. T.-The judicial po'l'l"er or the United Stat" ,h.a.ll be velted in Dn'l 
Illpreme oourt, &nd in ouch interior oour!.e N the 00llgT_ may. from time to 
t ime. onIain and egtablW>. The judgea, both of the lupreme and inferior eou"" 
IhaII hold their office. during ~ behaviour, and ahalJ., at.tIlted timee, r«eive 
for thei r .ervic611 • oompeDlllUOll, which IhaII not be diminished duriDg the ir 
oootiouanee in office. 

SDJ"t. lL-l. The judicial po...er ab.u exl&rM1 to all cue,. in la.... and equily• 
...i$~ Ullder !hie OONtitulion, the la.... of the United Statn, end tre.til!fl made, 
or ... hich ehall be mad'l. Ullder their ..uthorilr; to t.!1 __ ..fI"<lCliDg t.IJlbu
udon, other public minieten IIIld \:IOIllIw..; to t.! cue. of t.dmiralty and maritim .. 
juriadielinn; to oontroveniea to ...hich the Uniud State. .ball be a pt.rty; to 
oontrou"';el betweiln t ....o or IUOre '!.etca, bet....en a .t..~ .. ud citiuot III 
auother ltate, between eitile'" of different ., ..tee" between citiwna of lhe aama 
ltata claiming Janda uoder gran!.e of difTerel\\ m~ and bet_eeu .. UaLe, 01: 

tbe citilell.ll tbereof; and C(H"cLgn ltatct, ciliulll, or IUbject.t. 
2. In 1111 _ affecting am~on, other public minietel'l, and \:IOIllIul., and 

thoee io .hieb a Itllte IhaII be a puty, the fupreme D(lurt ahIlll have original 
juriadicliolL lu Illl other _ befoN mentioned. the u.preme court .hall ha... 
appellate jun-lictioo, both at to III. and /"let, .ith fueh ezoepliona, and undef 
lucli r~gulalioos, &!! lbe congreea sba.lI make. 

S. Thu trit.! of all crimea, UCllI)t in ~ of imp<lacbme1l1, ,hall be by jury; 
nnd .uch trinll eball be hel,1 in the l!.ate _bllre the .aid crima 8hall have been 
OOTIllD itted; but .hen not cummiued witbin lilly etate. Ihe t rial 1i,..11 be .t 
lueh place or plact!a at the coogreM may. bylAw. hnu direeted. 

SWl. 1I1.-1. Treuon again!t the United Strttel.hall eon~id only in le'ying 
war againel. theuI, or ill adhe ring to th'lir erleilliea, !j,'illg them lIid end eomf..,rt. 
No perMIl! ehaJJ be COlI,·icled uf IrellOll, unleN 00 t ,e te.t.imooy of twO 'l'l"it.n_ 
81 tu the same overt lIet, or ().U ronfe.ioll in open cuu.\. 

!t Thu etmg.e. ,ball havo po.or to decla.e the puni,blllont of treuon, but 
00 attainder of trl>UOO IimH ... ork corrupt ion of blood, 0. forreiture, e:rcept 
duripg tbe lire of th'l pertOO attainted. 

ARTTOLE IV. 

~...,.. l -Full . faith and credit ehall be gigen in each att.te to the public acl .. 
1"i'O .... I~ aod judicial prooeedinge of every other I late. And tbll ooa.greaa may, 
Io~ ~...,,~ral la • ., prellCribe lh8 manner iD 'l'l"hich tuch acta, reoonb, and ~d. 
U',<I . hall be proud, ,nd tba eire« tbereof. 
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SE01'. IT.-t. Tlu, citbenl or each .tAte walt be entitled to alt tbe prh'i1egee 
and i,ulPlIIIiliee of citize ... in ~he Movera! ttata. 

2. A perilOfl, ch3l'¥i'd in !Iny atate wilh t refllJOn, felony, 01" other crime. who 
alutU £I"e from juul':" II1d be found ill IlI'IOther 'UI~e, al..Jl, OIl d~ma.nd of !.he 
f-XOOUI,"e authority of the atate from wbich he fled. be delivered up, 1.0 he 
r~mo..od to Ihe date having the juri..JietiOll of the crime. 

8. Nil per8(l(l, beld to to:Inlee or labor ill ODe .ta~e. under lhe IIIWI t~roor. 
_ping in~o another. waiL, in OOIlle<'juem.:. or l.IIy law, or regulAtr.:i tb~rcio, be 
di8<:harged from tuch aarv;oo or labor, bu~ .ball be delive red up on daiw of !.he 
party to .... hom IUch lervice or labuT ma,. be dlle. 

")ECr. Ill_I . New .t.~ rna,. be admitted bt the COfI@"'etll into Ihi. Unioo, 
hut DO new state duo.ll be fonned Or erecled willun the jllriediction of 111,. other 
.tate; nor an,. atate be forroed by the junction of twO or mOrl! flatel, Or paru 
of Illltes, witbout the eonlM!lIt or the leglllialura. of the ItMes (lOUcerneu, aa well 
&II of the oooll"'e.. 

!. TIM! ooogru. llhall have power to dilpoee of and m.h all needful rule. 
and rcgulat.ioll~ rupecting the terr ilory ..... other property, belooging to 1M 
United StatN; aud nothIng io thi! co",tilutioll abaU be.o con,trued u to pre
:udiee any claim' of tbe U"iwd St.t.es, or of ant particular slate. 

SEer. rV.-The United State••hall guarantee to every Itate in thi, Unioll, a 
repl;lblica.o form of government. and IhAlI p"0tect each of them againtt invujon; 
IUId 011 applicution of t h~ legilliature, or of the eJ:o... utiu, (when tile lcgialature 
CAuoot be oollveoed,) agai~t dome-tie ... iolence. 

ARTIOLE V. 

The oongreu, when~v~r two;third. of both hllu_ thall decm it DaccMAIJ' 
.hall propose amelldmenu to this c.>Illtitutioo, or, on the appliC'lltiOll of t~ 
legWalurC' of tWGolhird. of Ibe ao"er.1 tutu, Ahllll call .. CVflventiun for pro. 
po8ing lUllendmenll, which, ill eith .. r cute, .hall be .. ali'l, to "n intellu alld 
pur p<lllM!l, ... part of this OOllIItitution, when ratified 10,. the leg;tlatu~ of throo
fourtN of Ih, lleverlll atatee, or b, couyentioo. in three-fourth, thereof, as the 
01111 or the other mode of rBtificat,OIl mlly be propote<i by tbe coogr_: I' roy;
ded, tha~ no amendment., wbich rna,. be mad, prlOl' to tbe ye.r one tllonll!l.ud 
eight hundred IIIId eight, .hall. in any mllnner, affect the fil'l!t anu fourth c!aulleS 
in the niutb IfI.(:Uoo of the first article; and that 00 atate, without ill Q)QoIent, 
Ih.U be deprived orill equal wffraget in tb~ eeollte, 

ARTIOLE VL 

I...Al l de~ .oontfllded, IlIId e~gage~lentt ente~ed into, before the IIdoptiOll 
of tbll OOOI!t'luUon, ,ball be &II ..ltd agamtt the Umt..d. Slate. under tbi. ooo.t;
tUlion, Itt noder Ih" oonfedemlion, 

2. Tbis eonltitnt.ion. /lIId the law. of tbe United Stilt. which Ihall be made 
in p11I'1!Wln<:8 tbereof, and all he_tiel made, or which shan be mada, under the 
.lIthorilyor the United State", 'hllll be the .upremo law of the homl; lUlU the 
judgel in eyery.t.le ah.1I be beund thereby. lUll thing in the cunetilutiOQ or ta,... of 111,. tlale to tho contrary Ilotwithetaudillg. 

S. The lM!uaton IUId representative. berora tDentiOQed, and the melllbe" or 
the.8",ernlatate legit~lur8l, and all e:lectltiwe and judicial officer", both of th. 
Uu,ted Statel I.IId of th~ .eveml .18168, MaJ.1 be bound bl OAtl~ or affirmat.ion, 
to .upport tbi, con.titutiOll; aud 110 religiou. leIIt ahaU ever be requ.ired. u. 
qualiticatioo to any ofIic:e OZ' pulllic trwi under the Uoit.od Stat... 
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ARTIOLE VIl 

n.e ratificatioo of the _.entiom of nine .tates, thall be auffieiellt for the 
..tabliahmellt of tbia eoo.titution, benreen the na te- 10 ratityillg tbe anme. 
.Dou iot __I"'" ~y 1M """";"",," """'M"l o/IA, llaJrt prtfe1Il, 0" - 

IMNA day of &pl_ber, ill 1M par 0/ &NT.lArd, ,,,., llunu«..d """ IU<ndml 
"oul rigllty___, q.'I.,J", tJ.~ I~N o/IM U .. ittd &«1" 0/.Ammc«, tlu 
twlftlL f .. trit ...... WJMtof, we h.... A.tnIo"'o ~6M ovr """,1. 
The Cooatituuon, altboogb formed in 1787, w.. not adopted Qutil 1788, aDd 

did oot commence it. operatiolll until 1189. Tha Dwuoor of dultgt.te. eboeeD 
10 this COlIvention Wall aiJ:ty·fi~e, of .... hom Win did not atl.eod, and .ixl.elW ro
fUlMld to .igll the eoo.t.itutioQ. The roIlo.....ilIg t.birt,-wlle titued the (Jooaij. 
llIlion : 

NNJ FlamfJ4Ain -John Langdoo, Nichol .. Gelman. 
M(lfI«<="uuUI._Natllaniel C)(.rham, ltuful King. 
C""....:/icut.-William Samuel J ohlldOD, JWger Sh(lrmlW. 
NtIIJ York._Ale:u.nder Hamilton. 
NtIIJ J.,ulI.- WiUiam Livi.ng8t.on. David Brenrle,., William 1'.lenon, JOI'lathan 

Daywn
P,....'!Il~"nia.-Deniamin Franklin, Thorn .. Mifflin, Robert Morria, George 

Clymer, Tbowu Fituimmon&, Jared Ing~1OIl, J amN Wilton, GOUTUDeUT 
MOITia. 

D elll ...."--Qf!orge Read, Gunning Bedford, jr., John DiekinloD, Richard Bu" 
.e~t, Jacob Broom. 

JfarylaOld.-Jamea M'Henry, Daniel 01 51. Thomas J eDifer, Dllniel Carroll 
Virgillia.-John Blair, JamN MadillOO, jr. 

}o'orln Ollrolill<S.-WiUiam Blount, lticllird DobbiSpoaight., Hugh WiliiamtOl\," 

&uJ.It. 04l'Oli.... -John Rutledgfl, Charla. a Pinkney, Charle. l>inkoo,., 


Pieroe Bul.ler. 

lHorgia.-William Fe...., Abraham &Id",in. 


GEORGE WASHlNGTON, Pruidno.t 


WlLLlAM JACKSON. &trd(Jry"~ 

AMENDMENTS 
To ,,.. OooWlttdioll o/lIw Ullitffl SllJle .. ffijftffl-ai"9 10 tJw Prodriotw 0/ 

IIw iV/it, .Ar/i.cU 0/ tJu /tIffgOillg Oorvtilwli",.. 
A.u. L-CongT_1IhaIl make no Jaw retpeding lID etlabliabmellt of reliJion, 

or proilibiling tho free u.erci.!e tbereof; or abrioJgm, the freedom ollpeech, or 
of ~be pre.; 0. the .igbtl of the J.-'pie peaceabl,", UiOlllble, and to petition 
the gonmment for a redreal oIlP.:,evancel. 

Af<T. IL-A woll . tgUlated mllltia being Deeel8lU')' to tbe MCtIrit)' of a free 
Il.&te, the right at' we people to keep lind belli" iU'1D." lball not be infrmged. 

ART. HL-No !!Oldie. shill, in time of peate. be qUlU"terod in Iny houlMI with· 
out the eonaeut of the owner, nor ill time of ....ar, but in a mADncr to be pre
6Cfi~ by la..... 

Al!.T. IV.-The righ~ol the people to be te<:UI"e in their penon" housel, papon, 
ILIld elfe<ltl, against 1,l1l,oll8/,lnable tea rehM lind I(!izuree, .h...11 IIOt I'll! violated ; 
lind no warranl~wall juue, but upon probable cause, IUpported by OAth or &fIir· 
mation, II.IId parti<:ularly doeeribing tho pLace to be learellC/l., aDd Ihe l)Or1QIII or 
tJlingt. to be .eised. 

An. V.-No perton lJhall be held to Ilmwer for a Cllpital, or otheu'iee in
(I.WOUI crime, unlca on a pr_ntmen~ or illdietment or a gratld jury,o:leept 
ill _ ariliDg in the Jand or nan1 lon:ea, or ill the militia, ",hen in actu.al 
eerT~ in time of ....ar. or public dadger i nor abaI.l an,. penoIl be subject lor 
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the -.ne oWe_ to be h.iee put in jeopudy of life or limb; nor ,hall be 
eompelled. in any criminal case. to be I. witne. ~rinst himlelf, nor be deprived 
of life. liberty. Of" property. without dUll prOOO8l' u( IRw; nor ,hall Ilrivl.tll pro-
perty be ",ken for pu!.>Jie UM! withootjust oompen .... ri<>II. 

J.av VI._ln all eriminAI prtJlOeelltio".. th. Aecu_1 dlall enjoy the right to I. 
.peedr Ilnd public trial. by .n impartial jury of t\", tlllie And dist rict ,..herflin 
the crime shall l",ve boon e<IIumilled, winch diatrict Ihall hn"~ been \lI'eviollely 
II.eOOrtained by Inw. aud to be infOl'med of the nIltu.;. nnd rllU,"" of t 1(l1lCC1Ua· 
tioo; to be ooofronted witb the wilneues .r1ot him; w hue eompulKlry 
p'oceM for obtaining ,..;111_ ill h;'" ruor, and to h.v;. th~ • ..-bUDee (If roun&el 
for hi! defence. 

Aftt. VII.-In .uiUl lit common law, where the vAlue io eOl>trovenry.hll 
e::r«ed twenty dvil-.n, the r'sht of tri.l by jury 6111.11 be pruerved••nd no (net., 
tried by jury.sh.n be o!.ho:...,..i" re-e:umined in an! court of lloe United Statea, 
thaD aoeord'"g to the rules of the common law. 

An. VIIL-E:roo.~ive bail elrhl1 not be reqnired. nOt uceui,e fintl imposed. 
nor crulIl and unuluAI punislnnentll infticted. 

Aat. IX.-The eDuml.Oflltion in the Coo.tilulion, or certain rigbta, ahalI. 1I0t be 
coostrued to deny or di~pange other. ~tai~ b.r Ihe people. 

Au. x.-Tbe poW'ert no~ delegated to Ibe UllIted State. by Ihe Constitution, 
nor prolribitcd by it to the Itnt"s, are rc.., r ~ed to the atate- reaf>L'Ctivcly, or 
10 the people. 

.Au. XL-Tbe judieial power of t~e United Stfol" IhaJ.I oot he eon.trued to 
exlond 10 auy luit in law or equity. commenced or proeecuted against ooe of 
the United State., by cili,cnl or lUloihcr Ilale, or by elwens or BubjeeUl of tIJly 
foreign Ilat&. 

Aav. XU.-Tbe eleetonr wall meet in their relpeetife Ilate" and Tote by 
ballot., for prelident and "~e-president, (1)$ of whom. at least, &hall oot he an 
inhabitant of lbe ..me stato ,..ilh themselvM; they ,hall. D!lme, in their ballot .. 
the penrnn voted for u prcaident, and, in distinct balLotl, tbe l)traoll voted for 
At vice·prMident; and they shall mlLke distinct lilts. of all ptncl16 voted for as 
president, and of al l perilOlll TOted for as "IIice'p'e1ident, and of the oumber of 
"OleA for elch, wbich liltll they ahal l Iigo and certify. and uansmit., lOaled, 10 
th .. lleat of the go"llem,ueot of Ibe United States, directed to the preeident ef 
the 8enllte. '/'be prlleident of tI,e lenate IIIlall, in the preeeDC4r of the .enlte and 
howe of repreeeotAti"llu., open aU the certificates, and the ,otas abal.I tben be 
_Died. The pe.raoa havIDg the greltlli t number of vow for prtlident, . haU 
boo the prt'eid~llt, if IUch number be a majority of the wholo uumber of IIltlCtorl 
Appointlld; and it no 1)e1'8Ofl hnve 5\lclr a majority. tllen from tirtJ perMlus hnving 
the biglrett lIumbo!n, not eJ:ct!IIdiog thl'04l 00 the liIrt of t./.oee. voted for AS pre
lident., the bouee of repr_"tAti'e' eball ehoote immediately, by ballot., the 
preaident. But., in cbooNng the presideDt, the .. otea ahalJ be takell by .tate.. 
tbe repreeentfotiOll from each Itate having OIle voto; a quorum fOr th;. purpoee 
shall con,i" of II member or m~mbe" from two-third. of the .tates, and II 
majority of All the ItatClll shall be r.r~1 to a cboioe. And if the llOUH of 
repreeer.rtfot'vCA AhaU not c:hooIe a preaident, "h~ne'u the right of cl!oi(e ahalJ 
devolve upon them, bet~ the fourth da!. of MI\rch nen rollo"jr.rg. then the 
vicc-pretidont IIIlail act u prMoident, .. in t e C11101 of t.he dellth, or other ((IIl,ti· 
tutioonl diMbilitl of the preeident. 

The pe~n having the greAteat number of 'ote. .. vice·president., ahalJ be 
the ";ee·pre~deut, if .ueb number be a llUIjority of the 1i'ooJe number vf eledonr 
IIppoiot.ad: and if 110 person have II IDlljomy, thon, from the two b'sbelt uum· 
bert .on the listl, the aenate , hall choow the vice.presideot-a qucnuo fur the 
purpuse ellall oomi.t of tWo-Ullrdl uf tbe "hole number of IMIna,"", and a m.a-
JOrity or the "hole number ebB]] be D~ to a eboiCe. 

But 00 penon, oonttitutionllUy inel4r'ble to tire office ot pre.ideDt, JlbAll be 
eligible to that of .. ice·preaidOllt of tbe United Stat.oa. 

OK 
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DECLARATIO N OF INDEPENDENCE. 

JULY 40th, 1'115 . 

mE UNANDlOtrS DECLUATJON 011' T ilE TDTR'J'X&N UNITED 8TATE8 
OF AUElUOA rn OONGRK8S A88£>lWLED. 

WBa, in the course ot human ,,"eota, it becomu n~?, for ODe people to 
diMolye the political band. which hal" ooonecwd them ""lob .notber, and to 
IlNUlDe 'l'I>(lDfI: the fX>weu ot the eartb the MP':'-rate and equal stalion II> 1II'hich 
the la.. ot natu.e; and of n.tllre', God entitle th40m, .. decent relped t.o the 
opinic,"1 of m.nkind require. tbat they .bould deelartt the eau!eIi ..bieb impel 
them t.o the aeparation. 

We hold theM trllim to be Mlt·t!'Irldent: that.U men are ereated equal: that 
tbey I.fe endowed by tbeir Crutor lII'ilh certain unalienable right. ; tfiR!_, 
th_ are life. liberty, lind the purani! of happiness: tbBI, to iIOOure thelle rights, 
go...ernmenr. are inotituted among mea, deriYLDg their just powe ... {rOttl the _ 
teot of the go..eroed; lhIo.~ whenever "'1 form of go,eroment become. deatruc
tive of thelM! end!, it ill the r~bt of the people to alter or to .boli.h it, and t.o 
institute ne.. gonrnllluot, JaymS it. foulldatlOll (Ill . uch principllU, and orgll.ll.i:.
inl\' itt P'Jweti ill such form, .. to tb~m .hall Hem ID08t likely to ell'eel tbeir 
IIlCoty and bappiuess. Pn>de~, indeed, will dict.te tha~ gonrnmentt long 
ulabliahed woold not be cba~d for I4::b~ and tranaicnt c.u..,.; and, accord
in~ly, all n~rieoee hath eboWD Ihat mankind are mo,.. dilpused to lull'er, "bile 
el'tll are lulfllrabte, than to right thlll'ell'el bl aboli.bing !.be forma to which 
they are &CCU8tomeci But ..hen a loug train 0 .buse. and llAurpatillW!, purau
ing in.,.ri.bl, the IW'DO objeet, e'l'moe. a deaign t.o reduce ~m under .b.olu1o 
dellpolum, it it Iheir right, it ia their dnty, to tbrow off lucb go.,ernment, .nd to 
pro.,;de new guard. for tbtlir future .ecurity. Such ru.. been the pftlient luffer . 
aoce of tbeee ooloni ... and .ucb it 00" the n_ity ..hich COO$t.ra.i.Il!I them to 
.. Iter their tormer 'Yltell1. of gonmmenL The bittory of the pr_nt kiog of 
Oret.t Britain ia a hiuMy of ropeated injuries and u~urpation8, all buillg iD 
direct Object tbe ettabli.ahment of an ab.olute ty rlDll.1 onr tb_ ,t&tu. To 
prove tlus, lot latta be lubmiu.d to .. caodid world; 

Be bu roflUed hia !Wenl to la,,, t1H1 mo" wbole.ome and Ilecelllllry for the 

pUBe bu forbidden hit go"el"l'M)n 10 JlASI Ja... of immediate Ind pre.iRf im
portance, unl_ Impend od in their ope ration till hi. _nt lhonld be obtamed; 
and...hen ao ItU!pended, be h.. utterly nl'gleeted to attend to them. 

Be hM refused to JlUII other Iawd for the accommodation ol large dittrieUI of 
p6(1ple, unlCIIII thGSe people would relinquish the right of repr_utatioo in tilt 
lagielatl1l'e--a rigbt inl:8umable to thollD, and formidable to tyrant. only. 

He lIN ealled together legi.Jati... bodiOi. II.t plal:eS UUlllual, uocmnfortable, 
and diatant from the repository of their public reronJ .. for the 1016 purpoae of 
fatiguing them into oompliAnce ..ith hia me&lUnll. 

Bf b.. diMol...d repr_nUlli.,e bouse. repeatedly for oppoainc .ilb m.anly 
finnneM h", iD1'&~ion' OIl.the r;~hl.t of the people. 

11.. b ... refu.oo. for a long tUne idwr .uch d iMolution., to CAn.. otber. to be 
alec:ted; "bereby the legi.lal;ve po"ert, inea~ble of annihilation, bal'8 retllfned 
to till:! people lot luge {Dr their Herd_the . tate remaining, io the mean time, 
upoeed to all the daoger. of io...~ioo from witbont aud oooYUlaiOOll "itbio. 

....
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He haa. endeuored to prevent the population of lhllllO flatt_ for that pur
JIOM ohllttuctilllJ the hur. of nilturllliutioo of foreigner .. refilling to 1_ othtn 
to encourag<l their migration hither, and n.iaing the cooditiOll& of Dew appropria.
tion, of land .. 

B e h .. obtlrueted tbe adminidntioo of justice, by refilling hie _nt to 1nr. 
(or ellabliMing jl.ldicilrY powers. 

B e t- made Judgea de pendent on bil will alone for tbe tenure of tbeir offios 
and the amouot IlIId ..,ymeul of the;r ulariee. 

8e t- erected a multitude of new oflieea, and Benl hither .waruu or oflie(!n 
to bar.. our people and eat out tbeir eublltaDee. 

He flu kept .moog ua, in timet or 11Ute, standing IrwiN, witl.out the __ 
ICnt of OUr le~elature... 

He b... affoct.ed to rende r the military iDdcpendent of, and IUperiOJ' to, the 
civil power. 

He b... combined with olhel'll to iubject UI to a juriwietion foreigD to our 
COOIOtitution, IIld uo,¥:knowlOildged by our Ilw_giviujj: hi, UIIIlnt to their .eLi 
tiC pretended legu,llltioll. 

For quartering large bodiel of /ItIlled troop' among UI; 
}-'or prOlectiDg thelD, by II mod". trial, from puni~hlllent for &IIy Illurder. whieb !her .1I0uld commit on the inlur.bitanta of the88 .~te.e; 
f or cuUi~ off our tmlle with IIU part. of the worlo.l; 
l~or impoSing taJ[ea on u~ "" ithoul ou r conseot; 
For depriving ua, in DllIny euea, of the benefits of trial by jury; 
For l.nIn&,p?rting us beyood.e.. to be t ri ed for p~tended nWence.; 
FM abolidling tbe rree IYllem of Eogli&h Jawe in a neighboring l"0v,nee. 

fttabli,hing therein an arbitrary government., IlIId enlarlPng itl boundanet., .... 
to render it.t once an uample and 6t inltrument for mtroducing the ame ab· 
aoJute rule into th_ coloni... ; 

F"" talnn! Iway our eh • .tel'll, aboliebing our moat valueble law," &lid t1tering, , 
fnndllmentA Iy, thelori'" of OItr government'; 

For IUIr.:nding ou r 0""' legiellltul"U, and dec1.ring tbemeelu. invnted with 
power to egieillte for us in .11 cue. what_veT. 

He b ... abdicllted government herll by declaring UI out of h;' t>l'(lt ~iou, aod 
waging war agn il13t tU. 

H e hal plundered our leu, ravaged our COIUU, burot our town., lind delJiroyed 
the livea or our people. 

He ;. at this time tnll&pottinl{ large armlet of foreign mercenlrie. to rom
plete the wOTh of dellth. delOlatlOl~ and tyranny. already begun. wi th circum
.tancee of cruelty &lid perfidy .carooly paralleled in tbe mOlt barbuotui ago", . 
and totally unworthy tn.;. head of a ci~ihloo nation. 

He h.. oon8lrained our fellow·cit;unll, taken capti,.. 00 the high leU, 10 beer 
"",,I agaimt thtir country, 10 be<>ome tbe executioner. of Iheir rriend_ lind 
brethren, or to fall themlC.!vtl by their band.. 

He hal utiled dome.tie in~urre<:l ioo. among tU. lind h .. endeavOTed to brio& 
01\ the inlur.bitant.& of our rtootie,. the mercil_ Indian ""'agee, whoae known 
rule of ",,"rlare ;. an lIndietinguielled destruction of all age., leUI, end oondi
tion.. 

In lifer, I tag8 (If tht,e opprt&$ionll, we have petitiooed for redre&$ in the 
mOilt bl.lmble tenns. Our repe.tet! pet itims hive boon an.wcred ooly by ro
peated injury. A prince, IlI'hoMJ eh RrRcter i~ thue marked by e~err act ""hith 
may define a tY'ant, is unfi t to be the ruler of a free p<'!0ple. 

Nor have "'e been ""antinl!i in attention. to our BrLtiab brethren. We hive 
...rned them. (rom time to lIme. of atlelllple.. by their legial.lure, to utend an 
unwarraotable juriBdiction nver UII. We have reminded them of the cireum
ltanoea of our emigration and tetdement hen. We have appellled to their 
native j,..tioe and m..nimity. lad we have conjured them. by th. UH of our 
common kindred, to di.oo.~ow these Dlur..,tiom, which would inevitably inter· 
rup' our connection. Ind eGlTftllOOdenee. '!'bey, too, hue been dear to the 
, ooet of jlUl.ioe and of OOOI&Diwoity. We mUlt, tbuslore, acquiMCe in lhe 
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•nec:eeNtl .bich dellOunees oar Mparalioll, and hold them, u ... , hold the rNt 01 
lIl&IlltiDd. l'nemie. in "'ar, in ~, friend .. 

We. tbprdore, the repr_ntati"u of!be United S(.(l.t.. o( Amena., in geoer.I 
Congrees a...eemblIMlepperJing to t!lQ Supreme Judge 01 the W(tI"id for the reo
tilua .. of our ioleDtiooa, do, in the wune, and 1.01 Ih .lItho..;,! of the good 
people of the&e eolooiea. eo1emnly pllblioh end dtICl.,.. that tm..e united colonie. 
are, ..nd of right ou~t to be, free .nd indepeodent ".Iee i tbat they ar' at.
""'fed from .. II a11egulllce to the Brilioh ero1l'1l, and that all poIitietl WOIIettioa 
between them and the .tate of Great Brit.ill ia, and 0ll8hl to be, tolally dil' 
101nd; IlIId that., .. free and il),lepeudent . tatea, the! h .... , tull VOwer to levy 
'War, oonclude pea.:e, contract alli. oee .. eft_Wilh cornmerco, lI...d 10 do all other 
&et. and ~ which independellt etate. mAy of right do. And f<>r the IUp
pOrt of Ihi. d~l.ration, ",;(h " firm relUwee on the proteetioo of Di.. ioe Pro .. i. 
Gonce,.o mutually pleJge to each olher our live.. our lorton8ll, eml our .acred 
boow. 

The foreg<ling declAralioa ",.... by order of Ooogre.., engroeaed IUId 6ii"'ed b, 
\ht loUowiug Ul~lllbe... : 

ADAMi, J O!!1( 

ADA"" SAIIIUKL 

BAKTLt'TT, J08IAU 

B....XTOl<, C.....TU 

CAIIIIOJ.L, C""RLIII, or Carrollton 
CKAIIIl, SAlIIU"L 

Cu.all. AIIIAlI .. " 
CLYlIIu., Ocoalll: 
EI,I.Ell1', WII,U..K 
:FU)1'D, "'ILLLUII 

FUJ<l.u:c, B"IIU.lIIIC 

O,,"a1', ELUIDGI 

OWIICIIITl, BI,Ir'lG." 

HALL, LTM":C 

H .. lloooll. Jom< 

B .....I.IIOll, BCII'..K'IC 


H".T, JOilIC 

liu.......... Tllo.u.a, JIID. 

H.nra,JQ8r;:.... 

Hoorn.. WIl.LI.... 

DO",I1<$, Sn:PRlIC 
DOPll'Il<1I)«, F • .llICl5 

HI1~U<OTOl<. S.lK\1:D. 
J UI'IUOl<, THOIOIAli 
Lu, F ....IIC1s L'OUTJ'OOl' 
La, RlCH....DRun 
UWl&, F ...... CI. 
Lll'IIUlnOIl, PBlUP 

LnllJl, TuolllM, JIIIl. 
lal'KIAI(, Till» ..' 
MlIlDLITOI(, ARTuua 
1.1o.",1S, LIWIS 
1.1OIIl1S, Roa.oa]' 
MOIT()..", JOHl< 

N .. L80.", Tuou.... JUII. 


r .00", W ILW,uI 

P.l.I1<a, 11.0'"1&1' T&.UT 

PL~", JOIII( 

Run, OWIII.. 

RoDl<lr, 0-..& 

lto.a, OW&OIl: 

a.u1H., 8 ..1<,...111, M. D 
R\1TLII:DGI, EDw....D 

8"'1.....", ltoau 
SMITH., J,ur,.. 
STOOU01<, IhcMAlUI 
&ro1<1l, Tuo~ 
T.u'LO., 0101.0. 
THoa1<T01<, MATrHnt 

'W,,"1'01I, o_0.. 
WUIPI'LI, W'LLI". 
W 11.1.1....... W ILU.l.lII 


WII..so1<, JAJI~ 
WITI,IEUPOO1<, JORII 
W OLOoTT,OU"':. 
WnuIi:, OW&o. 
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• 

TllE ORIGiNAL 

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. 

w~ 1.\, 'U'tMn;!I"td DtltgGttl 0.111•• &01•• cjJi%t.d I<J "Ur .......... ..md gr«Ii"g. 


WHEREAS, the delegate. of the United St.. tee of Amor;ca in oongre~ /I... 

8I).mbl~d. did. on the fifteenth lilly of NOX<lmoor, in thtt ,el\. of 01" Lord 01'1<. 
toolli4lld ""ven hundred end 1(I'I'"nly-8I). "&n, "lid in the ~eo;<l{Id yellr of the jud.... 
pendence of AmerieA, &gT'et 10 e.lrlain articJu of .;on{"derlltion ~"d perpetual 
union b6t ...~n the tt&tee of New Uaonp;.hiNl, M_chu!MlUI BI,y. HhoJe 1I1lUld 
ud Providence Plam.lions, Co,,~t~t, New York, New J eney. P;;nu.lylvania, 
Dela'lO'.re, Maryland, Virgi'lia, NQI'th O .... o/io., South Carolina, IIIId O~ ill 
the ....ord. {oUO'\II'in¥. viz.: 

Arlic/t. or COftjtdernlif)N «ltd pnfI'lM<1l .... i"'" w/_ 1M Statu of NN J/_~ 
fAiN', AI...uadIII,dl. Ba.'I. R/wd. JII(t.Nd au P'aMtkNco P/a"loll(!M, c-~I;' 
cut, NN Yo.-k. NN '""..,. Pr:fInq/N..ilJ, DfflJlHrt, J/aryllu44. Vi'l7i...", 
North Oaroiino, &Ml.4 Oa.iJi-, and Geo.giQ.. 
Anu,:LII: I.-The stjle of thi. COIIfedllc&ey Aball be ~ Tbe Unitod Stat... of 

America. ~ 
An. !I.-Eaeh 8t~1o reta..... ib iIIOvereignty. freedom. lUl d independenoe, And 

every power, juri!didioll, ~l1d r ight., ",hioh is not by tJ,U, oonfedvrAtiOll exproeely 
de legated to tl,o Uoited State. ill COlIgreu a_mbled. 

An. IlL-Tho Mid Au.te.I,@rebYIIe .. unlly enter into A finn league of friend· 
Ihip with each other, for their common de(~noe. the lOeCurity of their libertiu, 
and their mutua!lIud geoeral welfare; binding them.oelvea to aulat e&dI Olher 
agaiwIt all fOC'Oll offered to, Of' altacU made uptm them. Of' aoy of them, DO aG

COUDt of religion. _erelgnly, trade, Of' arty Oll~ pret.enee whatever. 
AaT.IV.-1'he better to leCU.e aud perpetuate mutual friendship and inter. 

COlIne &IIlDDg tbe people of the d ifl'el'en t I tates in Ihill uniM, the free iuhabitanls 
of uc.b of t.beH .utes, p&u~", ngaOOo'1.I. &lid {~Iin. from jU&tioe exotl)ted, 
&ball be entitled to all privilege.. and immunilie.. ..,f fl'fll citi~n. in the ... v~ral 
Iltatea; and Ihe people of elch .tato ,hAil Mve free ingr"" ..,d ~ to and 
from ..,y other .tate, .mI IMJI enjoy tJ,e.em aU the privilegea of tnde and 
commerce, subject to the Mille dutiet, impooitionJ, and reatrictiu". as the inhnbit> 
ant.e theroof relpeetively. provided thllt . uch I'el!trietiGna a1111.U not eJ:lend .., fn . 
lUI to !"eyent the remG~-.I of I,mperty imported intG nllY 8tlll0. toany other &t.nte 
of which the owner i, ..n in lIIbl!,,!!t; provided Itll!O, thnt no imJ>Olitiul'l, dutie&, 
or ra.trietion allaU be !Iud by lilly .tate on the property or the United State.. or 
either of tJ.em. 

I( any person guilty o~ Of' charged with treuon, felooy, Of' othe-r high m~ 
demeanor, in arty . tate. a1lall lle. from juetiee, and be found iu IIU! or the United 
Stalea.. be 'MII, upon d&mllPd of the go~"mment Of' geeuti"" power of It", 
.tate I'rom which he Bed, be delivered up lind ~moved to the .tal" bavWg jun.
diction of his offence. 

Full faith and credit Mall be gi..~ in eath of tbeRe .tateilu the record.. ~ 
aDd judicial proeeediop of the oourt. ud magiWatel of ..vuy other slate. 
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Au. V._FO/' the more eonyenient managem60t of the ge~ral inlerCllol of the 
United Statell, delegllte. ,hall be annually aProinted, in .1iCh manner as the I~
ir.lature of eao:b lIat.e Khall dire<:t, to Dleet m oongrea on the fiBt Monday m 
November, in uery year; wilh ill power r_"~d \0 uch nate to reall ita dele
pia. or filly or thern. at any time within tbe year, and to ~lId olhe ... in tlleir 
Ilea.:! for the remainder of the year. 

1'0 Ilate ~hll.IJ be reptt.5elltecl in eongr_ by 1_ than h"o, nor by more lhan 
Myen membenl; and no peuoo aha ll be callaLle of being "de~ftte for more 
tlUUl three ytlt~ in any tum of .ix ye.... ; lIor fhall allY perfOD, beulg" delepte, 
be CIIp"bli~ of holding any Offif6 under the United Slates, for which he, 0/' 
anntller for hi, benefit, ncei"e, any N lary. fee" or emolument of any kind. 

Each ItaUt eMil mninl.in iU-own delegRIa in .. meeting of the atatea, aut! . 
while they act ft8 memboln of tbe ronllniUee of tho .ttte.. 

[0 iletermining quut iono in U'B Unilt:d Slate., in congreN a.eolbled, each 
Itate chilli hlYe one .. ute. 

Freedo"l of !peecll and deoote in congress Il,al! not be impeached or qnu
lioned in any court or place out of co"gr~ ."d the m(·mbeu of congrfN 8h811 
be pro!.e<:ted in their perwn~ from arr,,!tA M"d imp. il'Ollllltnu., during the time of 
t1~' r goillg to, and from, and attend,oce 011 cong.cH, excel,t fur trfUJll.lu, {,dWly, 
0. brcRch of the pence. 

L.HT. \ · l ..........l'io "",te. wilhout tiIQ con.~nt of the United Slatel in ~)!)gl'e" 
......mloled. N".ll.eud any emWoNY to, Or l't!teive any emhnMy from. or enter into 
ally conf~tence, llgI"e~m~nt, allial~. or treBly wilh any kiog, prince. or alate; 
00 • • inlll llIIy perwn holding any office of profit (OT trua! under the United Stllltll, 
or any of t.he m. acccJ,t of any pr68ent, e'"olum~nt, otllee. or title of any kiud 
" 'hllte1'er from any klllg, prillCe. or foreisn lIate; nor ahal1 the United Slntn in 
«IIll{te. Ullembied, or any of them, grant any litlOl of n()bility. 

No t ....o or more lIn tel ,hlIlI enter into IIny treaty. oonfederatinll. or 1I1Iiance 
whate1'er between them, ... ithnut the COlI~nl of the United 5tl.l8I in cnrlgT_ 
l.eeemlolOO, 81l0('i fyiog IIccurate!, the purpoeu lur wlucb tbe eame illo be enlered 
into. and how lonIt it ahaJl oontmue. 

No nate .hall T.v any im1*t& or dtllie~, whier mlly intcrfue with IIny .tipu 
!ati'(M ir !rtatiell, "".t ... ed into by the United !:itatel in eon,r... »I<·ml>1ed. wilh 
an1 .:ing, prince. or "tate, ... pu~oa~ of IUly treatie.lllrelldy ,,",poeed by COIl' 
gto!M. to tho, oou.te of france and Spain. 

l'io veMeb of ......hall be h l,t up in tilll8 of peace by any Itate. es:oopt , uch 
number ouly u ahal! be deemed n_'1 by the United S llItee in ~ 
_mLled, for the defence or lu.ch .tate or itl trade; nor .hall Iny body of fo r~ 
be k~PI up by any state in time or peace, ueoept IlM'h number ""Iy u. in t~ 
judl{lllent of the Uoited Stat«, in eo"lP'eM aMembl~l, .hall be deemed ""qui~ite 
to I\'R rriaon the lorta n~ fnr Ibe defence of IUd> ola te; but eYery Iinle 
r-h.U alwllya keep up II wel1.rtgulated Ind d;viplined militiR. luffiOtmlly Inned 
Inti acooulred, and ~hnll proYidlO IIIId con,landy have ready for u*. in public 
JIou8, a due nUlllber of ficl.lpieeea lind tent... and a proper quantity of .rlUl, 
ammunition, and camp equip"Gc. 

No etate ~ball engage In ~ny War without the conl tmt of the United S tltee in 
ccngr_ a_mbled, unllO" luch atnifl be Ictunlly invaded by fne",i~ or !lrall 
have reooi~ed «!rtaio fl<ivice of II reeoinli()n being formed by.orne nntion or i n
diana to inude .... eb .h,te. lind tl.e danger ;~ ~ imminent u not to IId mit of a 
delay, tillihe Uni ted State. in ooogrCh u~mbilld ClIn b6 C<.Itllui t lOd: nor Ihall 
.ny I tnte gren t oommiMioll~ 10 IIny .hiJll or Y(:fI&CI. of WRr, nor lette rs tlf OlRrque 
or repri •• I, except it he lifter a decil rfl.1ion of WKr by Ihe United StJl le. in COIl
(CTt..- Ullembled, IWd then (>DIy l\fi:Ilinit the kingdom or . tllte IlIld tire ~ubjecl. 
thereo!'. again~t ..hich Will' hI!! been.o declared, Rrrd urrdfT .uch r~gulll iona us 
.hall be Cf;tablillhed by the Uoited Stat" in OQI'Igt'ellllllWlmbied ~ lIole.lueh 
~ttte 00 inrllllted by pirata. in ... hich cue 1'eekla of war m"y be fitted out for 
thllt e«MO/l, flnd kept 110 long'" the dll~er ,h/lll continue, OT' until the United 
SI-atee in rongrestl _mbled . hal l deurmme olherwlH. 

Au, Vll-Whetl ia..tld lorceure raiaed by an, lLate fOl' lb, OOII'Il1Ion defence. 
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all otIieera of or undC'l" the . lIni: of eolonel, allllll be .J'IIlOin'~ by tI'e 1~$I~tnre 
or ellell .... Ie rOlll'ecti"ely. by ,..holl1 .uch forces !Mll be '"/Iik(!, or in IIlC:h m,,"· 
uer ...nch Iu,te ,hAIl dir~t: and All ,·acanciet. ~hll.lI bu filled up by Ihe Itate 
""hieh fir~t maUe the a llpointmenL 

At.T. VIII.-All chnrgu Qf war, and Rli elher upenlu that . """ be irW"nr l'(ld 
{or the C(\mmon defenCi! <X general wtl lf"n!, and alluwed by the Unit.,.-l Stll.lca ill 
eoogreu I\.UCmhl~d, 8.l,all be defrayod ont of II oomlllo.\ tr~lI.mry, whieh Ihnll be 
~lI pplied by t he Ie"eral ! Iate.. in proportion to u'e valuo of nil I"nd within caeb 
It.:Ite. ~nrn c.<:rd to or l urveyotl fur any I'erwn. P.I luch limd ,md the building. 
And j",pra.. t menll thereoo , hall be dtimalet1. aceol'ding to Inch Diode Ill! lhe 
United Stllta in OOOpM IlUembled ulIIll {rum time 10 time direct and 

·p~~~axe- (<11' Pl'ying tj'Rt pmporlion .hall be Illid IUld le"itd b1' Ihe lIuti,ority 
and di I'ection of the legilltUurt'1 of lhe Ieve",1 ,tate., ,..ilhin t~ tim" agreed 
upon by the Uniled Statel in eOIlW_ rueembled. 

AaT.1X--The United Stattlt In rongrCle IMembl8<1 limll have UK! fOIe Ind 
exclulive I'ighland power of determining ell peace and wor, ex~pt in the cuea 
mentil)ned in ~he ~ixth lU"tiete-o( IICnding and receiving amlJUill\dora-entering 
into t. ellliee nn,1 alli"l>Cf!.... provid8<1 lha~ no treaty er oommcree .htln I>e made, 
,.hereby the 1~'gil'Rtive power e f Ihe . OI!peetive ,latu .han be re.tr8.iuetl {rem 
impoaing Inch impo~'" IUld dllt;tIt en foreigner .. u their ewn people are~Dbj(!cled 
te. or from prohibiting the uportltiun or iu'portllien of any ~peciet of g<)OIl. or 
rommodil;elI ,.hatsoever-o( Cltabliehing rulOll fo. deciding. In an cues, ..hat 
nlp!ur" on III.IId or ,.ate. ".an be IL'gal, .. lid in ""bat mlnn". l)rUea taken by 
land or navRI f....-ee. in the ...nice ef the United Stal" " .. II be divided or ap
prept"iatet.\-of granting lettc... ef ml. que aud repri...1 in liOl" ef pe~ 
appointing eour '" for the trial of pi raciee and felo"," oommitted on l1.e high 
leM-Bud t'ltBblilhing OOUI't. (el' r&eeiying and determining fiutd!y appe"l ~ in all 
CMIlI ef ClIplURI, pruvid~d that no meulber ef oong. e ...hall be appointed a 
judJl;e o( Rny ef the lIIid wur'" 

'l1'e Ulllted Stalea in oongre......lemLled .hal1 alllO be the ]",1 rellOrton appeal 
in an dispute- Rmi differcneet now .ubeiorting, or thRt hereafter nllly . rile ~ 
IWe<ln twe or mo~ etllw., _millg boundary. juriAdiction, or any o~her ell".. 
",bMever; wbich .. uth ......ity ,hili al,..y. be exerci..,d in tlwl mllll~r fulle... i n~. 
Whencve. Ihe legi,lII.tive or ueellt;'e .uthorit,. or I....·ful agent of .. ny atate .n 
WOlro.·"r.y "'ith anolhe•• liudl prucnt. petitlOO to oongr.... Itllting the met· 
tcr in quutiOl'. and prllyin~ (er a h~aring, netice thereof Ihall be given by order 
of congress to lhelegillatn'e er exooUlive authority uf the olhu lillie in CO,III' 

t."()veI'llY. lind u dlly IlIsigned for th .. II.ppeafllnoo e' thll p"rtiea bylheir lawful 
1genll, whe 611.,11 then be dircete,1 to app<>inr, by j<>int e<lll"<on l, C<lmmilll'ionen or 
judg<)!! to C(""$titute a eourl (or htll' ring lUId determining the matter in queltion . 
but if they eannot agree, rotl{;'r.... ~hl\ll n~me throo pe ........ out ,,( ~llCh er Ihe Uni. 

ted Slalea. all<l from the lilt of 10th r.er!lOlIIIeaen paTLy ",,,\I ahem"tely etrik. ou t 
one, the petili"ne.. beginning, untrl the number IhaU be rtdlltl!d 10 thirteen; 
un,1 (rom tlUltllun,ber not 1_ than l18~en. nor "",rll Ihan nino name.. II (l(Ingr_ 
.hA11 direel.~han ill the pre:oerH'e o( OOllgro!ll be d""",nO\lI by lot. ~nd the pe....:on. 
",hOAC n""",~ ~hnlllNo 110 d ...... ·". or any five of tI,em. ,lInll be con,mi""i""e .. or 
judge~, t" henr an,1 Hm.!!y ,Iete rmine the oontrnveuy. 110 ..lwRy~ "" a majer pert nf 
WtI j ",l~e~ who ~llId l hellr the ea""" ~1"1.11 ngr" l1 in 1111,1 d ~ le rmillatjQll; and if 
ei the r I,nrty ~Imll n"gl~ct to IItten,1 Itt the tlRy IIP])Oilltud, without ' huwing r~ .. • 
'<oilS'" ,ich Co'n:,,,,,,801 Bl",11 judge I"fficiem. I)r being l"'flle"t ~hl\lI r~ ru..e Ie &trik~. 
the ",,'~rc.. ~lud l proeeClI to nominate three p<.',.,.-,n. ""t I)r each ~tAte. "nd lhe 
~tdnty of CUflt,'TeM IImll "tikI! in behalf of IUcb J"U'ty .ba&nt or . cfll";ng ; and 
tI,tI ju,h.',nent and O!<.!ntcn.ee of the oonrt 10 be appniototd. in 11.1,1 manner bfofore 
r~ihd. IIha11 be fi,ud ~nd (OIlelueiu; and if any or the fN'. tiet .hal1 refll'fI te 
IInh",i! w th~ RlIthnrity of IUcb court . or to ap~" or d~(end their daim or 
enll</', the "'IIrt ~h"l1 neverlhelus proc:"",J to prunounOll I'Clltence. er judgment, 
,,·hid, ilmll in liku mpnnur be final ."d deei$ive; the ju,lgmen~ er IOlntenee PAd 
othur r~cdinp bl:ing in eilbe. ('.l1li\ LrRnsmi tttld to oongretl,aml loo!lcdlUllOI'g 
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the flrt. of I'fIngr~ for the ~urity of 111ft pArtie. (OI'Itemed : provided thtlt 
ev~ry wlnn,iaaj"nel', before he ail. on ju,lglI'~nt, .hlt I.ko an ....Ih. tu be ad
D1iui~lweU by we or Ihe judge. or the lUl,rem .. or 'lIperk r rourt ot die flale 
"'liere Ihe mill!(! .:1 ... 11 IX' tritot!, M _II .."d '''''!/'o J.«J~ fiNd tkUnI<iH' I/lt "'''U« 
iN f/rullian, ffC'OrJing (0 llot kll of /.i. jvJlfW""I, v:illwt<i /"_1', ",ffHliOfl, or 
!rope o/rftMrU;"' 'provided .11() thllt IW 11111<1 .hall be deJltir.;u of ItlTlt<>ry for the 
ben.:lit oflhe UDlt<:<! Stat..... 

All rofll.r()ve,..;ea col1l)t l'llinS' the priv.te right of fOil. dftimed und", uilftr..nt 

gl'llnto uf twu or nWl'e a.ate....h"",e j', rii!Jic:liOl'~' II Illey m.y retll«l II~h land,. 

antlt1l6 o\ate. which ra-lluch grnnl¥, II • ., Adjusted, the •• id ",.ntl or eilb.-r 

"f theno being III the NlDIe t'me dfllf1)L..J 'n II.,,,, od¥inllied Illlefedf'n! In 'u<'h 

IeUlemenl of jurisdiction, v,~II, on d.~ I "Iili,." or ..nher fAil, to the C\JIlgr~ 

of tLe U"il",1 State.. be filially li"h!1 nli,,~li u n .. ft r lie ma) be HI th~ I'Ilme nlllll

ner III i~ \,e(ure preilCribi!d for decilii"g lii.pulc& r""petling territorial jurilO<liclioo 

ool"'eel> ditfcr"l1~ ~tnt..1!.. 


TI,,, UAited Stnt". in eongt"l'.H a~mbled .hall al"" have Ihe &ole any axclu
~i~e rigbt $nli power ()( regul~ti"g the ftU"y ~nd valu" of ("oin .tru,·k oy tll<!ir 
own authority, or by tht of 110" re~P'"<'tiYe etllte_fixlng the It~nliwrli or """igh" 
all.1 l1J~aeur.... th roughout tl.e Uuitl'd lStnte ...... r.'gnblling Ih,; t rad~ Anti man· 
~ginl( .. lIl1lflli ... wilh the ]ndi.1l1$, IIO~ PI,·mOOr. of 8111' of .he alnt"" pru~itletl 
tLat tile iegielali"e right or Qlly ~t"to within its 0",'11 imite he lIot hlf Inged or 
violnted--eetllblishing and regulating l)OIIt·oflit"t frml1 oue liMe 10 ulIJth~r, 
tj.roul(hont All the United SUtCI, lind ~:a:nctillg ."eh iJ<lOtnge 0 11 tbe p.pe... p". 
illg thl"(lIlgh tha MlDe IUO may boI I'tqui.ite to d~frA) the Ull<!n~ of ti,e ~id 
o.fIite-al' llOln ting all uffiee ... (,f 11111 land fore ill the ..,tI'iclluf 111e United 
Statd, eacepting regimental officer_'I)p'~l1tiug all th" I.fIi«1"1I of tho naval 
forcea. and wmmiMiotling aU offi«rl W1.levu in tho lIe"ic. of tbe Unit .. d 
Sbte_makillg rul~1 for the go .. ernmllrl~ Mud ngulatiOll of t1)~ Mid lalld and 
lIa\"ll {urrea, and directing their operlltiOlIl!.. • 

1'11e United State. in eongreN a~mbled ,hall hU8 authority to apPOint a 
OOOlmitl~, to @it in the reeeM of mngr~"'lo be deutlmina led Ma C,·mmltle. of 
tbe States," and to ~ist of (Jf)(j d81egllt0 from each atat.: and 10 appoint lum 
otoor eowmhtell and cl,j] office..... may be lIe('_r,. for managing the SlIlIer,,1 
dai... of Ih8 Uuite'" SI,te' under their direetilon--to "ppoint (!tit of tl,e., nUIIl-" 
ber to preoi,Je, provided thllt uo perwn be ,11o"'ed to ....rv. ill tl,. oIIiee of Pr_ 
idenl mOI"l. than ooe ,.ear in an,. term of tbr1!-8 ,ean; 10 a.;certa;n the n_&I"1 
luml of monel t.o be raioed for \be ~"i08 tlf the Un'too Statu, and 10 appro
J*iate alld a,'pl,. the ume for defraying the public expeMe_to borrow mooey. 
or tlnit bills 00 tbe credit of the Uniteil Sl.t~ Irallfmitling every luolf year to 
the Tell_live .tatu 1.0 account of tbe lum. of money .0 borrowed or remitled 
.....o..t.o build and equip a na .. y_to agre' upon the nun,ber ()( llUId forcel, lind to 
mue requioitiom frOUI each .hlte for illl qoota, in proportion to the nllmlH'r of • 
.... hit. inhabitaut. in luell stah;; ""hicb requi~ilionl.hllll be binding, lind there. 
upon the legi~lature of eacll ~tale .hall ""I",iIlL Ih .. regimental officeR, rni~ tI'e 
men, Illod clotm., arm, anti equip th~m ill a laldier.hkemallner.nllbll ""1)('1_ 
of the United Staleaj and the officer, ~nd "'('n 10 cJoth~d, armed, lind equip~d, 
,hall marth to the place "r,pointed,alld within the tiDltl llgreed 011 by Ibtl Ullltcd 
814t81 in coo~re.. flM(!llltJ ed: bUL if tha Uniled StatH in wugn'" a/lO!cmbled 
Bhall, 01\ oon~lderation of circum_taneee, judge proper thnt .ny elate Ihoulo.l not 
rai.a men, or .bould rlliN a .maHer number than It. quol.ll, lind thllt nny other 
BUte ~hould raise a greater number of men tll/m the qllOta thereof .•uch e:a:tra 
number Ihall be Taisetl, officer«!, clothed, armed, and equipped in the I~me mon
Def III the quota of Inch etAte, unleM the legillfttu re of lueh Itate .hall judge 
that IUeb eatra number cannot he ..rely .",ued out of the ..me, in ""hid, e_ 
they ,hall raiee, officer, elothe, arm, aud equip III man! (>f lutb eatra number III"''I juuge call be u fely ••p&red. ADd the of/loon and men 10 clothed, armed, 
an equ'pped,.ooll llUU"eh 10 tbe placo al'JIOilltlod, and ""it hi .. the time agreed 
on by th. 'united StatH ia coogre .. __mbled. 

The Uoited S,tal.el io congreoll U8i!wbled Ihall olll'er ~ngag. ill a war, oot" gn.ot 
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!etten of marque and repri ..1 in time of peACe. nor ent .. r into heatia. or &lli • 
.nee&, nor coin ,ooney. nor regulllie the v.I".. therllOr,lIor uoortain doe aurueADd 
ezpeDi!t& ueoelll!llrJ for the defenee .,Id ..elfare (If the United Stal", III" any 01 
them, nor emit bilLo, TICN' borro.... mOUlI] on tbe credit of the Unill'li Slates. \lOr 

approp.iaUl money. nor agr~e upon Ihe num ber of veolOld. of ..ar to 00 built or 
!,ureh-.-l, or the lI uDlbe r of IBml or ,el' rol'OOl to b<! rRi~ , nllr ~pp"iut B rom· 
mander in chief of the army or u .... y, ullle ... nille ~tll.te~ aMoIUI to Ih~ IlIm}e: nnr 
al,an II. qll<l.tion OIl any o(\'er point. uccpt for "'l.iournlng from d"y 10 day, be 
determinlld, unle. by the \'otN of a ""'jori'.y of tlo.. U"itoo StaiN in oongreM 
_mblCiI. 

The coop. of the United StAtel .hall hve power to adjourn to any time 
within ti,e year. and to fl.Il! plaee within the Uoited SlatlM, 110 ,hal 00 period 01 
adjournment be for al~r duraliPCI 110M the 8jl11ce of aill' m.....tha; imd lhall 
publish the joulllIllof the.r pr_diRg3 mw.thly.neept Iud. pa.b therMf re
lali"g 10 trealies. .Ilianees, or mi1il....y opetiltiolloJ, u in Ihei r judgt"e"t requrr. 
Mcreey; .nd the yeu and ""y. of thl! delegalea of Ilfll!h Itate on any qUe.5liotl 
Iball bo:o enwred on thll journal. when it ie d~8ired by any d\!legflte; ..nd the del. 
egR1e$ of a dllte, or 8ny of them. at hil or their requ~.l. wall 00 furniahl.d with 
If. IrNw:ript ur the aai d journa~ ezC8r~ aueh parl.8 III are abo~e ezcepted, to lay 
before the If/il'i;rIMure. of tho "vera It..tee.. 

An. X -1118 oOllunitt~8 of tho .tlll.<!A, or .ni niue of them. wall be luthor· 
ised to ueeute, in tbe recese of 0(1118'''''''' ,ueh 0 the po..en of O<Ingreet lUI the 
United State. in ioIogreu IUHmbled. hy the eon Hot of nino lIatell••ball from 
time to time thinl< expedit!llt 10 ve_t them "'iU,; provided that no po..er be 
delegaled to Ih\! said eommiuee. for Ihe ezel'Ci$Q of ..l.icl~ by Ihe Article. of 
Conflldent.lion. the voice of nine Itate. in the con;;r~ of the United Sialu 
_mbled i~ requi~te. 

An. X I._Cllouula acceding to thia eonfedetfttion. Imd joining in the meaBurU 
of the United State$, wall be admitted into. and etllill~d to all the a<JVlllltaget 
of thi8 union; but 00 other ooluny fh811 boo admitted into tho Mame, uuleN fucb 
&<I1IIi:l;on be agreed to b'llline UatM. 

An. X ll_AIl biU, 0 eredit emiu.ed. rntllM';r' bt)rTo..ed. aud debb eontracted 
by.or under the aothorit! of 00rI1(r8d, before th~ 1I-"8e.nbling of the Uniled Sralel, 
in punuarlOll of !be prl!8l!n, oo"f .. deration. 111:111 be d~emUlI IInrl eon~d.. red u a 
eM,,!,o again_t the Uniled Stalet, (VI' payme"t and ..ti~faetion ..hereof, the ui\l 
United Statn alld the poblie f"ith are hereby IIOlemnl~' pled~ll<l. 

An. XIIJ.-Even Itate ~h"l1 abid~ by the dOlernuulttonl of the United 
StaUlI in conJi,'Te.. _mIlled on "II qUUIKon. which by Ihi8 coufcderaliotl flrO 
,ubmi tt~d 10 tlllllll. And Ihe 1IT11den of tbl, conreJ~rat,(M, Almll btt inviolably 
obt<J,,·d by every state, Rnd the uBiOl' 8111111 be pe.p.etuIII; no~ ah,,11 any"lter
ation at a"y time hcreafkr be ",.dll on lin)' of them. unle .. lueh Ilt~ration be 
~ed to by a ooogr_ of the United 811tl:l, lIud be aftonu..w confirmed by 
the i~gi!IBtU'tII of en'1 Itale. 

And ... herett.o i~ lutb ple....ed the ~nllt Oovernor of the World to incline the 
beattl of the ill¥iela t nres .... reopo.-ettvely represent in ~reu t.o .ppruve of and 
to authorize III W mtify Ihe ""id nrtidll<! of OI'>nfedenllioo JUld pe'p'·tll4l union; 
\1:"'011' u. that ..e, Ihe umlertignod d~l~~"u>&, by "irtue of Ibe power and au· 
thority to lUI gi~en for t~lIt purlK*!, do by tl~ proll(!nL8, in Iho name Ind 
in behalf of onr respective eOllatll Ullnt.e, fully and enti rely ntify lind confirm 
each lIud overy of the IBid article' of wuf~d~rlltiou and po::r p81ual unioll, and all 
and aingulnr the mllttc" aud t hingl therein oontaiu&d; and "0 ti~ forther 101. 
emnly plight lIud e~ the {ftith of out reApect.i~e constituent&, Ih"t tboy.ball 
abide by the detenninations of the United ~tates in eongre.. _mbled. on all 
qu~tion.s ..hich, by the Mid ooofudc .. uion, are subm itted to them ; and that the 
articlea thereof &hall be in .. 'olahl1 obset .. ed by tbe Ilal.e ...e rl.'fpe<:ti .. ~ly rcpr&
lien\, an,l that t he Ulliotl ~hall be perpo::tual 

In wilne" ..he reof, ..e hne her~unto eel our band, in oongr_ Done at 
Philadelpbia, in tbe ltate of PennaybaDIA, tbe ninth day of J ul!. in the year of 

• 
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our Lonl _ tbo.u&nd ""en hUDdred and te1'enty~i8ht, and ill u., third .,trill 
or ~ indepeodence of America.. 

0.. tAl pari , ..,,1 w.,Vof 1M Slat. fit .At.> Uo.",pIltin. 

JOSIAH BABTLl:TT, JOIL"" WUTWORTII, Jun., Ag,gm 8, U18. 

0.. 1"- pa" .,,<1 lotMV ~flM SUU tI/ Jl<lHtlC1"td4lJ4,. 
JOliN nANCOCK, ELBRIDGE GERR\', JAMES LOVELL, 
SAMUEL AD ..... M.S, )'RANCli~ DANA, SAMUEL HOLTEN. 

0.. fA, pIlrl cr.d lid"ifoftM $i"t. o.f RIuxh 441nd alld p~ 1',," .. /411"-. 

WlLLlAM ELLERY, lIENRY MARCHANT, JOIlN COLLINS. 

0.. til, pari.1Ui btAaV o.f 1M Stat. tV'llmIwd..,..,. 
ROGER sm;RMAN, OLIVER WOL<.:OTT ANDREW ADAllS, 
SAMUEL 1I11NT1NGTON, TITUS IIQSi\n:n. ' 

On tA.I pal'l,"ul w.wifqf IA. $1..14 0/ U.. YOI"C. 

J AS. D UAr.""E, FHA. LEWIS, W1>l.DUER, OOUV. llORRIS 

On tAt pari "rid btluUj qf Ill. Sta.H 0/ HIM J-.,. 
J NO. WITlI F..RSPQON, November n,I778, MATH . SCUDDER, do. 

On 1M fHrl."M lNIt..ll 0/ til. SUIt. oj1'"....,lWl""'. 
ROHT. MORRIS\.. 'J ON... . BAYAltD SMITH! J06. lI:F.Jm, 22dJwy, 1178, 

DAN1~L ROBERD£AU, W L LiAM CLINGAN. 

0,. IMpan GM Hlutl/ 0/ 1M $/.al. q! hf/<Jw.N. 

'rHOS. M'1\EAN, Feb. 18, 1779, NICHOLAS VAN DYKE. 
J OliN D1CKJl'SON,Mlyti, mil. 

0. tko pan sad WGifI!! t.l. sum qf j{",.,14..d. 

JOlIN HANSON, MllrI'!h 1, 1781, DANIEL CARROLL, do. 

0,. "" fIIlrl OM bd4Jfof loW SIGle f1/ Yirgilliil. 
RICHARD HENRY LEE, Tnos. ADAMS, FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE. 
.' OHN BANfSTEB, t Jl"'O. IIAltVII~. 

o.,lwpano". Wttl/qftM 3I4Uqf ....~rl4 (hl"'llli"", 

JOlIN PE...... N, Jill)' 21, 1718. CORNS. IlARNl!l.'T, JNO. WlLLIAMS. 

0.. 1Mptuj 11M Huffof"" SAo", fI/ Sowt.\ GUNlill4. 
1I1·:NRY LAUREN; JXO. MATTILEWS, TIIOS. rrEYW ARDLJlln .• 
WILLIAM llENRI DRA-l'TON, RICllA. HD IIU'l'SO.N. 

0. 1M piJrl lJnJ HMlf oj"" $tau oj GHIf"IUI. 
JNO. WALTON,2-i.lhJ uIYt...t...178. :E.OWD. TEU·AIR. 

lWW. LANOW02TItY. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON. 


Falu.,. &ltD Fau.ow-CrrtJ:U'I:
'The period for .. n,. ,Ieeliou of .. citizen. to .dmini,tn th, UMulln 

gO'l' emmen' of the IJnitod S:..~. being DO~ far di'lan" and th lime actually 
arri"ed ..hen your though'" mill! be emplo,fed in d Nignatiog the J1'I"notI >I'bo 
i. to be clothed with !.bat impoM"II\ tnut, It .PpeIIl'II to me proper, . ped.II, 
.. it ml y eopdllee 10 • more di.tinct ur..-iOll of the puillig ..oi~\I, that I 
. bonld DOW appriee you of the rMOlution hue fOl"med. to d~litle being COII
.id~red among the uumber or thOM out of .... hom .. ehoie. it 10 ~ mllde. 1 
beg you, lit the ume lime, to do me the jU&t.ioe to be ....ured. that th ia r~..olu
l ioll lHlI not been taken, wil.hol.lt" I triet regard to all the CODlidcuti\UllllppCr
laining to the relation which bind,,, dutiful dtizen to hil cO\lotry; aod th"" 
in withdrewing the lender of ~lYi~e "hieh .ilenee in my ailnntion might imply, 
1 am inlllltDced by no diDlinutiOD of &eal for you r fu ~ure ;nte~t-no defi~i~ney 
of grateful rellpeet, ror your put JoindneN; but.m IDpporud by. full oon,; ... 
l iOll that the al.ep u compatible with both. 

The aeceptl.llee of, and eon~ioUllnee hitherto in, the offiee to which your 
luffragn hue b .iee c.lIed Dlt, h... hftn • unifol"lll lIRerifiee of indinetiOil to 
the opin;on of dut;r, elld to I. defef'flnee for whal .ppfared to lot your d..i... 
1 eonllantlv hoped. thAt it would hI.'" been milch earlier in my power. tOlt> 
.i.lently with motif" "hicb I " .. nOl. at liberty to di.lI't!j!'ud, to retDrn to th.t 
r. ~iremeDt from whicb 1 bad been reluctantly drawn. Tba 11••lIgt], of DIy ill 
clio.tioD to do thie, prerioUi to tbe l ... t ele-etion, had even led to ti,. r.reparA 
lioll of In .ddreN to de-clarejt tn you; bUl mfttllre nBeetion on the t lell per· 
plue-d aDd (!ri~ical pottUf'fl of our .!fni •• witb foreign natinns, ."d Ih~ unan:",ou! 
Idvice of perl()n, entitled to my confidence, impelltid me to ftUlm,lllo the idell. 

I rejoice t h ~t the .ht~ of your coneern.. extern.l .. wdl !If illtemKl, DO 
longe. renden tbe p"r&uit of ilKllilllltion illcompatible with the Ii(IDtimenl,& of 
duty or propriety : ftnd.m petluI.ded, wh.tever puLi.lily may be . e\.lll ined fo r 
my IervlC<l8, th.~ in tbe p~IeDt cireum.t.n06l of our country, yOl,l will not di.
approve my delennillation to retire. 

1'be imp.--ionl lI"ith whieh I lint tmdertook tbe .rdu~ tnllt. we ... ex· 
plained 011 tb~ proper oetuion.. III the dilcbI.rge of Ibi. \.run, I will oaly ~y, 
th.t I hAve, with i:OOd iDteotiOllI, I!OOtributed t/)wuda the orpni....tion and 
admin;"t..tion or ihe government, Ih ~ ""' exertion. ol ...hieh , vtry f~1Iible 
judgment ..... eapablo!. Not "ncc.lDteiou .. i" the out.MI" of Ib, inferiority 01 
"'y qualifieatior., e:rperieDfII in my 0"·" eyes, perb.p' ,till more in th, eye. of 
othen, b ... Itrengthened Ihe Dlotive to diffidenee of my.elf; NId, every d.y,!.be 

'" 
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iotre.•aing ....ight of l .. an admoniahH me mOI"1! an<l more thlt the Ihade of roe
tir .. men' i. as neee&;;ary 10 IDe as it .. i11 be ...el,·om~, Sall·lied that if a01 
eirc:umitan_ hI"e ginn pt<.'uli.lr ulue to 1111 .erfie.... the] ..ere temporary, 
I h&fe !.he ('Oo80latioo 10 believe, that "'hile cbuiee IOd prudence iG1"l\.e me to 
quit the pol,tictlllC<.'ne, JlIItriotiam dOflllnvt foroid it.. 

10 lookiog for"'lI.rd to the moule,,!., whicb i, iotended to tcrmio.te th, 
Ute6r of my pubh .. lir~, my f~..Ii"I!"~ 11o not pumit Ille to IUlpeOlI the d"ep 
...,kn",.Ied;;m<llt of that d~bt of grltituoe .hieh I o.e 10 ml belo.ed eouol,y. 
for Ihe many booon it hilt «<nfe",," upon 10 11 ; ,till nlOrll for the lteadfA&1 con
lidence .... itll .... h,..h it bas aUllllOrt6(i me ; U1d for Ihe oppon.unities I h .... e 
thenc~ enjoyed of m.oiluting my ioviol.bllI altaehm$lt, IIy ...ni~1 faithful 
..,d l'eNOovering. though in UMOfuloeN uoeq"all.O my l e,,1. If benefitl h.v, r. 
Rulted to our country f\'(lm theea Iknictll, Jet it Ilwayl be .ememberoo to yOll r 
pr.ite. ,,1lI1 III aD illltrueti .. e eumple ill our ..on "Ie, tbAt under eircUlllltanCM 
III ",hlch the Pl8l!iOllll, agitllted io .. very direcI.i01l, were lilble to mi31elld, Amidlt 
IVI""Rr""... 8Om~timH dubi"tI_~ici."ituilH of fvrLulle often diaaotlTNgIIIg-iD 
lI!uMioo. ill which not tlnfr«)uenlly "'''Ilt uf suee_ b,,, ~ountonaneed the ~piri t 
of critic ..m-the cOIIItaney of yu"r IUjl!)Ort I'M the e..~otiRI prop of the ~tfor'-'l 
Iud /I gUllrRutee of the pili", I>y whie, tl,,~y were elfl:('lt6(i., 

Profoundly ("-'oetr.ted wit.b tb;' hlell, J Ib.U eIlrl'.)' it wi th me t.o my grave 
.. III a ~tl'<lug incltemeDt t.o uncellllng vow. thKt Utavtn may continue t.o lOU tbe 

ehoicen tokens of ita beneliceuc_th~t your uoion .nd brotherly affCCtioo out.y 
be p<'rpetual~that tbe freQ oonltitutiun, .... hich il th.. ....ork of you r hande, IIIlIy 
be .actedly mRintaintd_thlt it. IIdminiat... tiOfl in e"cry d"p"rtm~nt may b. 
.t.m~1 ""ilb 'lll'i.tdom and ..irtu_that, in fine, the hl"lli",. of Ib, people of 
theM State., under the anepice. of liberty. may be mlde complete, by 10 ute
luI a pr_rulion ud eo prud~nt. 111M! of tIli, bl""'ing. as .ilI .equire to them 
the glory of t;:eommendiug it to the applanM, the all"eclion, IUId th adolltioa 01 
Ivery Dation wlUeh il yet a llranger to it.. • 

Here )lfrhape I ought 10 atop. Hilt .. 80Iieittlde for yonr welfare, ....hid/ 
esnll()l, end but ..nIh my life, and the appreheotioo of dan;er, naloral to tbat 
8Olidtude, urge me, 00 10 ooeAtion like th, 111'IIIeIl" to offor to you, 80lemn oon
templation, aud to r-eeommeod to ,.0111 frequaot r",ie., 80me Motimen" whieh 
Ire the result of mu~h N/tectiOO, or nO inDOoaiderabla obeenalion, and .hieh 
appee.r to me aU important to the perm.nMey of YOII' felicity as a peep! •. 
111_ ....ilI be offered to you .ith ~he mON freedom., .. you .... 0 001, _ in 
them the diilintereate<l ..aruiuga ol a p!lrtiug rrieod, who can potaibly hue no 
penonal moLi"es 10 bias b.ia eouo",l Nor CIUI I forget at aD eoeour"@:emen~ to 
,t, your illdu1gen~ r_pLioo of my Mlltimenu on a forme. owd not ili_imill, 
ooeuion 101e,'II"o'l0 at i.J the 10'1 of Ii~rt,. with e""1Jigaroellt of your 
htlrla, 00 recommeodation of mine ;. 0-.,. to fortify or ooofirm tile 
Itt.aehroent.. 

The ,..,ity of go"ernml!bt ..hich con.titul.et yOIl one peollla ;1 .Ito 1)0.. 
dear to you. It ia jUltly 80; for it il a main pill.. ;0 the edill"ee of your real 
lndependenee, the IUpPOn. of your trRnqlliliity .. t home, your 1""- abroatl i of •you r ..rety; of YOllr proeperity; of to"lt ..cry liberty which you 10 highly 
Ilrir.e. But &It ;t ia euy to fontee, that from tliffe ..."t CllIL_ ~ud from ditrer
ent quartera, much plio, will be take'., mlllly arLifiees employed, to ..eaken io 
your ruiudl tho ooovictioo of thi, truth; ... thi, ia tI,. point in your politi~al 
forlrfllll again~t which the batleriee of i"tllrnl\l find ..x~.nAl eDemiee will bo 
mOlt oonltantly fllld atti ..ely (though ofton covertly Ind inlidiotUly) directed, 
it i. of i,,/illite momen" thlt you .hould properly fIItt.DalOl the immenM nine 
of your Ilatioollllnion to your collective and Individual happilL"'; thl' you 
abould cherilb a cordill~ hlbitual, Aud immo"able attnch'nent to it; IlCOUltoJn_ 
iug Joul"IfIl~fII to think and tn lpenk of it .. th, Palladium of your politieal 
IoAftty and proepetity; di-OOllotenanciog ...blte"e. rna,. luggst UlIG • lila
pieion that it can in Iny e"eot be abandoned; Rod indlgnl"tfy fl"O.niltg Upull 
ti,e lint d••aing of erery .Hemp' to alieuaWi ."y portion of our oountr, 

the 1ft" or(rom 1.0 onfeeble t.lte uered tie. which now liok together (b • 
..rioua 11Ilrta, 
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For this you hn,.11 en ry illrluCE'menl of sympathy and inten~'. Cili zeM, 
oy hirth ur choi~, of 11 willmon e<>nu try, tha~ country loa! n right to ~Orleen· 
\rH~ your afrectiun.. The nllmll of Amcri<:(1 .... which belonp t.o you in Jour 
natiunul eBl)acity. mud always srut the Just prids of patrloti , m. mol'<l than 
uy appellation derived Irom Joeul di&er;m'nntionl. With . light . hndu of tl if
fel'olnce. you hnve the urnll reJill'ion, m"!ln t l'S, habit..!., and politieal principle.. 
y"u h.. ve iu a wmmon UU!Ie fought and triumphed together; thl! indepen,lence 
and liberty yllu J'IOS'llOll are tbe work of jO\,llt COUOselB lind J<');nt e!furt..!., of 
comm<')n dODger, Bufferinf!&, 8tul rucce' 1. But tJ,_ con&.iderntiuul, bowever 
pOwII ,{ully tt,ey addrese themselvea to your sensibilily. are greatly outweighed 
by thoee wh ieh apply more immed iawry to your i"tereat. Hen e"ery ,P"rtion 
of our <+,untry :find. the mint eommr.uding mutivee for carlfully gUDl'dmg Ilod 
pl'ellerving the unioo of thc ,,·hole. 

'fhe North, in &n !Ioreetrained intereonl'llC with the MIn. prot~cted by 
the MJuftl I"",! of a oommon gov('mmcnt, finds in the rroJuctiood of the lAtter, 
greM Il(ld ilional I'eS(IUl'(ltll of maritime ~Dd eommereift enterpri.~. aod pl'$(: ioUI 
IlH.t.erio!s of rnRnuf.lctnring iodll!try. The South, in the lomll int~rt ou,,*e, 
benefitiug by tbe R~ncy of the ..........OTlh. seea ita lIgTicll lture grow, flnd it. e<>m· 
!ncroe uI,nud. Turning partly into its own channels tba learne!l of the NOTth, 
it 60de i!.3 pnrtioular na.,gation invigorated; ,,"d while it ooonibu\tII, i,l dif
l<!reDt wllyl, to n<Jnrieh and increue tbe generRI mue ol tbe nationul naviS',,
tion. it looks fOl"Wl!.N to tha pl'Ot.cctjun ol "maritime etrength, to which itM!!f 
i3 un~qu"l~ ad"pwd. The EIUI, in Il lika in tercourse with the IV~t', IIlrt,...1y 
:fiodl, lind .n the Jll'{)jireMive improyem~ot of interior oommuuiClltioll!, by lana 
and water. will more find mort lind, a "aluable "eut for the oommoditi~ whieh 
it brings fl'Qrn Rbroe.d. or manuraeturea n~ borne. The Wul derivel {rom the 
Ea." euppliee reqllillite to ill growtl. flud comfort; and whllt ia perhapll of etill 
grell.t.er e<>n&e<lnence. it muat of neceseity OW<l the '<!CUr' enjoyment of indill
penenble o.«ld, fot itll own prodnctiOTl8 to tlte weight, iDfin ence. and lhe fU fllrc 
maritime strength of the AtlRntic lide of the Union, dinet.ed b.r an lodieeolub!e 
oommunity of intere.t L'!l ou lfAnoy. Anyother tenure by wh.~h the IV~II eaD 
ho\d tbiB etMotiRi aduntage. whcther derived from ita own 6epRnI~ .tl'tngtl~ 
or from all apo!lta(e ""d uouMturul conoeetion with aoy foreign power. muat be 
inlriuBiea1ly preenrioua. 

While then every part "f onr wuntry thOB feels an immedin€e and (lIIr
ticul .. r ioterest in union, IlU the pllrtiea eombioed Cilnnot fnil to 6ud in the nru ted 
maM of muns and eft'oru grenter Itreogth, «reater re30uree, proportioonbl, 
grtater .eeunty from <!.Itemol dRnger, 1l ItiM freqnoot interruptioo of the,r 

l)taee br foreign nation,; Ilod, whllt i, of inestimllble v,loe, they mnat derive 
!'Om ulllon nn e:temptioD f!'OlD thoe.l broil. ood W1l1'1l between Utem~el.~!, which 

to frequently afilict ueighboring countries, not l ied together by lhuame gQVerD. 
merit; ....hich their owo rival&hip. Alone woold be Bufficient w prodD~e, bot 
whigh opf>03ite Rlli1lnce!, nttnchment..!., And intrigues, would atimulMe and cm· 
bitter. Hen~ likewi6e, they will avoid lhe nee~ity of those overgro,,'" 
military eatahliahmenu whieh. under "ny form of go~emmeot, Ill'i! inMI.pioions 
to liberty, and "'hieh lire to be regar8ed IlS partieDIRrly hO<1tile to republican 
liberty; in this eem.e it is. wnt your union IIught to be considered e~ a main 
prop of your liberty, lIod thllt the love of the one ought to endear you to the 
preservation of lhe other. 

Theee con.idcrRtioll. 'peRk II penuIISi.e language to enry refleeting and 
,·irluoua miod, and c%hib.t the coutim.ance of the 'm;"" l1.li Il primary object. of 
patriotic desire. Ie there II donbt·, whether a common governmeot can embrace 
ao !"')Ie" ephe~1 Loot e.s:perieDce '-Olve it.. To li$ten to;> mcre .pecullltion in 
au~h "cade were criminal. We are "nt1.ori~ed to hope thAt " proper orgftni1~'
tioll of the whole, with the auxilillry agency of g.:oVernmeou r". the I'<'Bpe<:tiva 
lubrliviaioD!, will afford, a hftppyi8aue to the eJ:periment. Ti. well worth a 
fair Ilnd rull experimcnt. With aueh po'Werfol Ilod obvious motivel to nnion, 
IIffectiog Il!i parta of our C()untry, while uperiencc ahall not. h",,' e demountated 
itl impracticability, there 'Will alway. be re8l!Qn to distrust the patriot.iam oj 
tbOH, who in any quart"" mill endeavor to 'Wcakeu ill band&. 

" 
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Tn eontemplatiDg th~ e._ tbat may dittllrb Ollr IIn;on, it oceun u a 
"flatter of teriOUI concern. that aoy ground ahO'llld h.... loem furnilhed for 
~ha,aeteri.ling partiN by gtogr(Jplei~ diteriminatioa.-NorI'\"'" .nd Su.t",,"-
JJI{"",u: and W""",,,; whne. dNi~ing mcn ma, e.ndel"tor to neita. bfc!i~ 
tba~ thel'i! il a real difference of l~a!lnterNt and ",e"'a Ona of tha upedienu 
of ~I'\.y to aoqmr.o inOuenee,. ... ithin particu!u diluieu, i. to luiarepr&Hnt tha 
opinion . Ind aima of other diatricu. You cannot .hield youne!f too milch 
&gainet tbe jea!ou.j"" IIKI heart-bumi"" whicb 'priog from thew mitl'epreten 
tationl: Ihey t.!nd to reDder alien \0 Nch other u.o.t ",ho ought to bo bound 
iooge~her by fNlternal affeelioo. Tha inb.bil.ln~ of our ... e.et.em countr,y hava 
I.tely hid a UAeful I_n On thi. head: they bua 101M in the ner:ll.tlno by 
the neeut;,,\!, and ' n the unani mOUl rati6cation by the s.m.te, 0 lbt tre.ty 
Wilh Spain, and in the univerl.1 1II,lidaction at (hat .... ent throughOll t Ula 
UDilW St.tl.eo, a deei,ive prO(){bow unfounded ... ere 1.1, ••u_pieion. propagate{! 
.. mong th.m ()f a policy 10 the general gourrlment and in tbe AUtlutie Slat.&t, 
unfrieodly to their int.el'l!$t in regard to the j UuiuiPJ,i; they b~ve been wit
IltMe, to tha formlltion of two t~lltie.. tllIl with Great Britain lind that ... itb 
Spain, which IeCUI'f! to them evary IhillS tbay could deeire, in reapect to our 
foreign reh.tio!'" towards wnfirnung thei r ll'OIperity, Will it not be the.ir 
"illdom to r<lly {or the pre&erVAtioli of these Rdvantage. on tha 111<1 011 hy .... hich 
they were procuredl Will they IIot henceforth be deaf to thOle adviaen., if 
luch there are, who would 8eve. UJe'D {rom their brethreu and oonn~ct them 
"itb alie".' 

To the efficacy aDd permanell(;y of you. union, a government for the whole 
ia indi$p<"nsable. No alliaucea, ho .... ever Itrict, betwHn the p6rtl" can be lin 
ade<tuate IUbitituta: they mu,t iue.iubly uperjo:uca the infractionl and inter
",1pt'o~ wbich all alliaDea in all times hava experienced. SeD.ible o{ thi, 
mOm en toUt truth, you have improvad your lint __y, by Iha adol'tion of a 
eouiutnt.ion of go.emmeut better Ccf,lcllhllad th.n you r fonner, for an intim.~ 
union, and for the efficaciolll In.nngement of your common CODCDrnL Thil 
governme",- the offspring of our own choice, ullinlluellced and nn ••ed, adopted 
upoo full inYeslis:atioo and nu.tura deliber.tioa, oompletel>· frea ia ile prlnci
pl~ .. in the di,tnbution of ita IlOwa", unit.iog teeU1l 'y .... ,th eueIJY, .IId eon
wning wilhi" jt&clJ a proviaion for ill 0 ... 0 lIDeodment, hu a JUlt claim to 
rou, ronfidenea and your ,upport. Re.pect for ita 'IItho.ity, compliance .... ith 
,u la ......cquiescence in i~ meaeurtJl. .... duti~ aDjoined br Iho lundamental 
muiml of trua liberty. The baeil of our pol itical t"'tern 'I lha right of tha 
people to make and a lter their eontlitlltioo. of goYammenL But., the con~u. 
tution which .t aoy time &:lisu, till changed by ao eIpl~it Uld autheatic act 
of the whole people, ia ucredly obligllt.nry upon all The very j,lea of UI4I 
power and tha rij!:ht of the peopia to eet.&bl i!b go.ernment, prcauppDI&I the 
duty of uery ind'Yid"el to obey the ~l.Ibl i.hed governm eDL 

All ohiltrucl.lone to the e:recutioo of tile Ill"''' all «ImbinatiolW Ind llNOOi.. 
lionl, un,l~ r ... h,U\ve, plftuaibla charnowr, with the real delign t.o diroct., con
trol, rounleract., or awe the regul.r delibel"lLLion aed action of the «Imtitllted 
ilnttwriliee., aN deatrUCliva of th~ fund alne"tll princi\,le, lind of filial tanrleney. 
They &er~e to organ~ fllction, to give it .n utiAcia and er.traOl'dinliry force, 
- to ]lut iD tha pillce of the delegatad .... ilI of Ihe oati"o, the.iIl of a party, 
OflO;!O II emaH hut artful and an terprisiu~ minori ty of tha comm ~mily; lIud ae 
cording to tha alteMlIlt.e trium/)hl of di fferent p.rtie .. to make th(l pllblio ad· 
ministr.ltion Ihe mirror of the i l'coDO<!rted alld lncongruoua projeetl ef fuction, 
' 1Ilhur ·lhllO the Orgllli of QOO,i,~ent IIIId wholuoomo pran. dil$OIt~rI by cxn;lmon 
COUnle],., and modified h, mutual ;nteTeIts. Uowever combination, or _i.. 
tiona c.>f the aOOvo duenpti(Nl mar now' Id then aDlwer popnlAr end.. Ibey are 
likel,y .u th.1 e'ul'lD of lima am thinl!" to boM:ome poknt engines, by whi"'" 
~IInmng, ambitiul,I!., lIud unl)ri4cipled men, will be aoabled to lubnrt tba power 
oC tile penplt!, aud to WIll'!? to themeehe. the r,;lint of governmant; de.trolill& 
MterwaTd, the ver,. ener!fle. whi~h hIYe lift.erl. them 1.0 unjun dominiOiL 

T" ...ard. tha preter .. atl(Jl1 of your goYernmeot., and the permUlenel of ,.our 
prelent haPP1 llate, it iI requi.it., oot only that YOIl .t.eadily di.acoUD!.&ulnea 
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irregular ~poaitions to itli I\ekoowJadge<l uthorily, but /11110 that you r.. 
, ilt with u re t he .piri~ of iUl>ov~ti...u ul'ou I~~ prtnaipl~.. bowever 'p"cioue 
the pretert. Ooe melhnd ulllUllul~ may be w eftMt, in lbe forwi of the 001\. 
I l ilutioll, alteratiOllI wbicl' ... ilI I"'pair tlw c""rgJ' of tile .y.tem, IWd th", \.0 
IInrlermine what unnot be ourthro.,n. In all UI.. CWulg;tl to wlueh you m.y 
be iorited, roD>ember that lime and hobit are .t IUlt .. UI!C<!MaI"1 \.0 fil: the 
true ebaraetu of b..... cromellU, .. of other humall imlltlltio~hat uperieooe 
ill the IUro.t ltandart! by ,..hicl, t<> t.eit lhe real !ellde",y of 1l1li UMllog (lOGo 

ItitUlioa or a e<.lQlltry_tnal facility in chang... np...n th, u~dit of mero hypo
thesia "'lid opinion. e~ to perpetuAl ehange, from tha endl_ nriety or 
bypothesi&and opini..ll; LIld relnelUW t;apt"ciaUy. t.hat f...r lbe effieielll manage
ml!lIt of yout oommoo illtertlu, ill acountry 80 e:denei.. e ... OUI'&, a gOhn'lmen.t. 
of .. much 'tigor .. i. COUII.lelil with the perfeet oeellrity of hbt!rty. iI indi ... 
peuaable. Liberty i(.klf .... ill filld In luoh .. gvvemoWlut, with ~....er' 11I'01"",ly 
diattihut.!d and adju~""u. ita fUrW gnar<Jia.r~ It ill, iodeed,hull! el ... Ulan a 
oa"liI wbure ths goyerno...n~ iI too f~'tIble tn .... ith.unJ tbe tIlWIlfU-'" 01 
{actinn, to COnfil.l8 OIaeh mellll~r of the aoeiety .... il11i1l th.. Li",iu IJr8ICril/ed by 
t be laW', and til malnLM.ill aU III Ula IIe<IlI re and tranquil (mjuym~M nf tha righu 
of perIOD IIIld proper". 

I h."", already i.llt.iulate(\ \.0 you, the danger of pnrl.i"l in the ltate, wilh 
pllrtieuJar ref..r~nca to Ih.. (oundi"g of them On gqlllphieaJ dillCrilll illatiOllol. 
Let me 11.0... take a more cnOIJlrehellliu view. lUlU WIUU you in the mO!lIIlOI" 'lIn 
manner aga.inlt the bau..( .. 1 "ffe<:tli or Ihe Ip..il of puty geuerally. 'fb.. 'p,r,t, 
unforWWLtely, i. illMp&rabla rrom OUr IUoture, having de rnot ill tbe "Iro"ge.l 
P"11iI1I1 of !.be hllD1&n miod.-Jt ...ritu uuar dilfel1lllt lhapu in .ll gover... 
",,,"Ia, roore Or leu ltiB,·d, _trolled.. or Tepr~; bllt ill tb.- of thl! popular 
-wm, it i. oeeo ill ita grealen rankn.,.., 111<1 ;., truly thel f "'0'" e,,~m). 1'1Ie 
al\.oeroa~ domillalioo of olle (..ction OYU LIlotber, &ha.r~ hJ lbe ~firit 01 
re.. ellgc, naillra! to party d,-lIioa, which, in dilJereut IIgM and couutnM, htu 
"'r.truted tbs most horrid enorllliti~ i, ill8lf frightful d_llOtWlL DIU. ulil 
Jill ,.t lenr.h to .. more fOl"mAlllnd permaoent deepotilUl. 'l'he d1lOrdel'lllll" 
miaerie. whleh reeult., gl'w'usll,v il1elill., th.. lIIiu"_ of w~n to _k k~urity alld 
r~I}()iIe in tbe abaolute llOwer of an illdivklual ; IU1d ~er or IlLler the chief of 
80m" pre.lliliDg taet iol~ wore alols or mur~ fortllll.lIt~ thao 1,,1 COIIIJletito.., 
t UrUl t lli' di'J'Il'Iitiull to the purpold of bia 0.0 el~vlltion, on t.ht ruina of 
public liberty. 

Witbout looking forward to an extremity of tbia kind, (.hid! ne"8I'the
1_ ougbt not to be entirdy out of tiglll,) tlWl COIIIDlOII IWd coutinual mil
ehief. of tbe .pirit or IlU'ty arl luffieitmt t.I nlah il thd interNt aD11 du~y of a 
.,"" penl)le to dileourr.ge IWd reatram it.. h MrYe. alwsy' \.0 dUllrllCt llle 
, ' lIblie coUNell &lid eor",bl. W. pllblic adminutrlltlon. It "!f,Ut.. th.. COlD_ 

mUllity.iUI ill·founded j"al\IU,Jd and w.. alarllll; kindJes the &IIilUOllity ~ 
ODe part ~";n.t another, t""lIeIlU oaca.o.ionAlly riot.lUld inlllrr.,ction. II ope... 
tbe door to rorei~ inBoeDc. I.IId c..rrupliVII, which DUd.. .. facihtat.ed ~ 1.11 
t be gGhrumtJ1l, 1t6e1( thl'Oligh the clJaouela of 1-11 pa.ul0IU. 'Iuuf Ibe puJier 
and Ills will of OIle couotry art lubjoew.J to the pu.I.ey and .... .).1 vi LIlother. 

'I'Jlere ill an opinion lb.I partie. in fr~e ~<lnuhi~ a~ ..... ful Cll...eh IlpoD 
the Ildmi.ualrni.ivu of the go..ernment, aod <lene to k~ep .. 1'1'11 the .pir it of 
lib~rty. Thia .itbill eertNo lilllitli i~ prvlJably true; &lid ill goVUtlllll""tli ot a 
monarebical ~..t., pa~iQti,," mlly IIIOK with indulgence, it 1101 with tltvor, upoo 
ti,e apirit of party. But ill ~h...e of a poJlulilr charad..:r. inlfO,urulI)('I1I1.I ]lure!, 
elecuVII. it ill. Ipitit 00\ to btl eIiCtlur..gad. Fr<1Dl their "atuml wllduuuy, it ~ 
llerlNn th.ere will Alway, be loougb of thd lIJ1ir it for e.,'ry ..llItary vurpoae. 
And there beillg 00lIltallt dang~r of a~ the dott oughl to ~, loy fvrca of 
pllblie OpiW<l11, to Ulitigal.e LIla auuagll it.. A fir, 001"" be quellcbt d, it de
Uland... uniform "igi lance to prev"lIt ita buntIng into a flame, lut, il!aUld of 
·1I'1nuing. it lbollld COll.lume. 

It ia important, likew'" that the hahita or thinking. ill a free OQWltry, 
thouh:l iWlpll'tl caUtiOIl in t.h__ illlrlllted wlt.h ita admiDu,lraullO, to ovafillfl 
t.hIilJ;ltll!lyet within their rtlpilCt.i1'e CUIIIUtUt.lOo.al .pber.......oidiAJ in Lhtl u ...• 
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cillfl of th. po...el'l of onl d.p~1I1ml'f\t to encroach npoD another. Th. Ipint of 
Ilu:roaehment tend, lo conlOl.idll.e Ih. PO".1'1 of III thl depu1mlD~ In ooe, 
and Will to er~ate, ...hllteYer the fonn of r.eromwt, • real de.pol~ A 
jll~t eltimal. of that lon of po..er, and pronen.... lo abuae i" wbich pre. 
dominatl,W in Ih. hllman heart, II.ufficien~ to "'tief,. III of W, troth of thi. poIi. 
t ioll. The DfICI!Mity of recipl'OCli clleeb in thI ,,,rciM 01 polilkal po...er, by 
di.iding and distributing It into different depotit«iea, and .ooltituting each 
th. guardian of pllblie ... eal apiDlt io.,..ion. by othara, has been ••ineed by 
exp;:rimenta anciellt and modern. I00I. of them in Dill' eouotry' and under our 
o ... n ef~ To preeer'(e them mua! be as o_ry as to ioatitllw them. n, ill 
the opmioo of the peopla, tbe distribution or modllieation 01 the c:oo.Litutiooal 
powe" be io 110,. p,mielllir "'roug, let it be eon'ect.ed b,. ao amendment io 
the .....f whicb thij oon.titution de-ignlttfl. But let. th.re be no ebange b, 
U&Urpatlon, for though tbi!, ill one ineUIICe, ma,. be tbe Uulntrneot oI/rOOd, It 
i.I thl cUitornary ......apoo by which freegoYernmenw are deltroyed. 'l'IrerI ~ 
Ced~lIt mun alway. greatly o••rbal.oc. in permanent ••U any pIoM or 
tranlient benefit .... bich the u.. eall at ao,. time yiehl. 

Of all the diap<l6itiont aod habitt whicb le,d to politicel proeperity, reli· 
gion end morali~y are illdia/lentabll ,upportt.-In valli would tb~~ mRn cl";lJI 
tbe tribute of p!'triutiem, W 10 .huuid laloor to ....b.ert the.. great pillara of 
human hal?pineu, the... finne.~ prop" Q{ tb.:t duliet of m.n load dtW!U& The 
mere polit.leian. eqUo.Uy ...itb 1.1>. p,aut mfl.ll,ougbt t.o rC'I~t ,00. 1.0 cheri.b 
!.bem. A voluml could not trICe ..u their cooneetionl with privat.e and public 
felicity. Let it simply b-. ..ked, ..here;' the ..eurity £or property, for reput.. 
tion, for life, if thl &en.. of religion. dbligatiOIl delen \.be oatlu wbich are the 
IIIltrulwmtl oJ invee~;gatioP in cour~ of jUItioe, &ad let Ulwith UUtiOD indulge 
the IIlPpoeitioo, that morality can be maiobilled without religioll. Whatner 
may tH:t oon.:.ded to the illliuellce Q{ refi.ned eduea\lOll OIl mincb of peculiu 
I trUetW'e, reuoo .nd ....periene. both forhid u. to ul'«t that nltional mOra1
it, can Jm!..a in u:elu~lon of Niigioue pnllci"le. 'Til lubttantially true, Lhat 
v,nul or IDOI"alit,Y iI a n_y Ipring of iX'pulu government. Th. rull in· 
deed eneud. 'lll'lth IDONI or I... force to e .. ery .peeic. of frN go1'ernmlot. 
Who that ila tWClIre friend to it UII look .... ith indllflr.nee Upoll att.empt. to 
&bllke !.be fonndatioo of !.be fabriel 

Promote. the... If ao oh~eet. of prime.,. importlllu. iMtituti_ fIW the 
genen.! dilf.woll of nowl~_ln J?"Oponioo .. Ihe .tractur. of a go.era
m.nt (i.e. force lo publie opmion, it .. _ utial that publio opinion tho",ld be 
enligb«!ued. All a .ery impo!'tan' touree of otreagtb alld IoeW.rity, eberUtb 
pllbOO credit. Qnc nathod of pr_r...ing it -. to uae it If .paringly .. poeo!ibl,; 
••aNlng oceuiOWl of upeD&I by cultiyating pe_, but rememhering rJ.o Ih., 
timdy diabul'Hmente lo prepare fO!' danger, trtoqullltly pre.ellt mueh greater 
dillbu_ent. lo repel j~; 11'0idlog lilutwi .. tbe aecwnulatiool 01 debt, !lOt 
only by &buuwng oec&IiGM of ezpeDll, but by 1'igorou.I lurliont in time oJ 
peac. to dieo.:ba.rgc 1M debt...bieb un..o~lable ....1'1 may h ... oeauiooed, not 
lUIgeocrou.oly tbrowinj;- upon poItflrity the burd~n which WI ol1l'llinl ought 
to bell'. The ueoutioo of tb~1lf! 1IlI.z.i1lll belong. to your recr_nutin., bIIt 
it il neoeaeary that public opinion .bould c&ope...te. r. adliute to them 
the perforllUuce of tL~ir duty, it ;. .....I\~iallhat you Ihould prac:tieaUy hol., ill 
mind th., lowarul the PQyme"t of dchw there Olu.ot he rlnou., to bue 1'11
nnUe there Ulun be taxu; Ih,1.( nO L-o&':Ot ea" lie oeYIMd ... hieh .,_ not 1110,'01 
0<" I.... inooll .. cuieot .uu Utlpl~M"""t, \.1...1 !he intrtn"c ctnbarrtIMtn~n ~ in.epAl 
able from the selection of the \JfoJp'" ."I,.jo}(!t (.... hiah ,I al,.,ap I ehoite of difll. 
cuhiee) ought lo be a deei~iv. IIlo\.iye for a ealluid oonlr.ruetioll or th~ con· 
duet of the gbnrnmeut in makmg it, Inu for a Ij)irit of acq~ellCl ill 
\he roeaeurel for oblawing rneoul ... Juab the publie ewe"i'looieo mRy a' any 
\ime dictate. 

Qblt.crve ~ taitb and juatiel low,rdl an nllionl, clllti..t.e peace and 
h....mony Wltb aU: religioo &1<1 morllity olljoill !.hi. cooduet; and eln it bft 
OUlI good polley doea not equo.lly enjoin it' It will lie werth, or I fne, III' 
ligbtened, aoo., at 110 dittant period, I great. Il.I.lioo, to sin to mJ.Il1tilid the 
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lnll!{l'IlUlimoul and too novol example of I peor,lo "I_YI guided by In Nlllll~lI 
jUAtLe~ IIud beo(:vol..mC<.!, Whu Cltll doub~ t ,,~t in ~bll 00" ..... of tim .. I"J 
tllinga, ~he fruite or udla pll" would riellly npay any le.upol'lU"Y Iduu""ll',!j 
which might be 100t by 1.ludy Ildh~ren/)d to itl Cow i\ 00, tJ'"~ I) ..... vid~n~. 
h.. UO\ oonoes:ted tho permanont felioity ur a n,nion wid. It.! virtUIl I "I'l" 
eJlpuiment 6t leaat Uo r_lIlfll.nde.! by eTery ff!utimeu t whicb elllluhlei hulIUlll 
lWure.. Alaal Uo it rendcrt'd impoMible by it.! vi~ I 

III the c.zecution of IUeb a pla.u, IIOlb,,1t!' if. more _tial than lb~t per· 
maoentinut.erate antipetlue. againd ]NU'"ticulu ...tio ..... aud pu..souate auacll· 
m,ntl lor olben" eboot.J. be ezchlded; alld thAt ill place of lh~m j\ljt and 
amicahl .. feeliDgll towlI ...I. all ahould be culth·ated. "I'be nalj.III wlUdl 'llduig.:t 
towan\& aooth~r an hMh,tu. 1 hatred, Ol' an habitllal fuodlleo., it iu """11 .!'-'l>r~e 
a alan, It il a dave to i~ I",mooill, Or to ite affectiou, either of ..h,eh Uo 
lufficieut to lead it ...tray from it. duty Illd itl inwre.1.. Antipo.t.hy ill OlIe 
!).Ilion agaill" IDOwer di~ptste. ~nch more readily to ofl'dr i!lfult and iuju.y, to 
lay bold of.ligbt n.UIICI of uwbrage, and to be hangllty and iUI.act.llbJe, wheu 
accidental or tri6ing ocu..iOl" of di' puLe occur. lluuce frequent oolli,iuna, 
ob.tinate, eDl'eUOUled, and bloody ~lIteltL The nat.ic.I~ promvud by ill'will 
.nd r_utment., fOUletime. hopeI. \A) ....ar the II:D\'ernm(Onl , cOJltrary too tI.e b.,t 
ealculatioDa of policy. The government I()nletlmel partoieipatea in the natioual 
propeuaity, and adoptl througll paY;on what reuou ....,uld reject ; &t other 
tim_ it mllkee the animllllity of thO! natioll .ubHrvient to project. of hoalility 
inftigated by pride, ambi\lOu, Ind other ainiat.e.r aud pernieiou. mollv. The 
peaoe 01\100. ~etim811 po:rhlpil til .. Jiloertl, of ruotio.,. h .. been the viaim. 

So IikewiMo a paa;,iooate aU&ehlllelit cI OIIe nation IIIr auoth.'r produc.e.o a 
uriety of evila Symp-tl.y for tile fnc.rite nation. faeili1.ating Ihll iUnllioo of 
au imaginary oommOl1 .nle....!., in .... _ wllere 110 real oommoa illte,"t c.D.~ 
'Dd in{u.aing illto OlIe tb, ","miti.,. of 00. OIl.er, betntYI tllU lurmer into a 
l)II.rlieipat.on ill the quarrel. and ...Ira of u.e lalter, witl"out adequate ;n.!uoe
mell' or j\l.ltitieatiol~ It IcAJ. II'" 10 \.h. c:onceuion \.to Ihe e ........ Ie Datioo 01 
I,. ivilegee dcnied to Otll(n" which i. aVt douloly to illjure UICI nll.tloo UllLlun.!$ u.e 
oonceMion.,-by unn__rily ~rtillg ""ith what ougbt 1(1 have been ."WllOO, 
aud by ezuiting jeaJouly, ilI'WllI, aud I dilpoaition w retali,U.e, ill Ule parti~. 
from whom l!9ual privilllg81 Ire ..ithheld; lIud it jivu to ambitiou .. ool'rupled, 
or deluded CltiulIII (who dnole Ulell18eivll' to t.e fnori ... Dation) facihty 1(1 

betelY or aa.crilica tbll wteredt.il of U.eir O"n coulI l." without Od,UIII, fUme· 
tim(\l ucn ""ilb poP"I'"'!ty; gilding ..ith the appe"nweet or" ..lrtuoua HU&$ of 
oblig"tion. a oomme"dabJ, d.fa...,ooe for pubhc upi,,;';'n, <II" a laudahlti &I,·al fur 
public good. thu baM Or loolifb colDpliluo_ of I.UIbiuon, eOrTtlpllon,or inilatUl.tiOIL 

M avenue. to 10000igu iolluI'nC!e in inDurnurable "111"'uch attae!IIII\IfIU ard 
particDlarl, al&r1oing to u.e truly enlightened aod independent pootriot. JIo.. 
mau, oppono.uitiu do theyaffurd '" la,ulMlr .. it.h dOUIollftio ~ to pra~tiC<l 
!.he artil of &eduction, to miele..d fUbllC upiniun, to iufluenoa or ...e th& jluWi" 
COlillcila I Snell an auachmeot 0 Imall or weak. toWIIT~ a pa' alld po..er. 
fnl ntioo. dOOllll the fonner to be the llltelliU of the 1atter.-Ag.inl~ the in. 
~diolll wilea of fo.....ign inlluence (1 o<>njure you to bdieu me, fellow-ciLlz~ru), 
Lbll jealou&y uf I free people ought to be OO~T""'T/.l' I,...ke j 'Ulce hist.ory alI(I 
ezperienu pr(lTe tha.t foreign in6uanOil il oue of tlu. 1D00t baneful fOO l of 
repuhlican go .. ~rllmeHt. llut thl~ jeduu." to b.. uufu~ mUIt be impnrtiul: 
el!le it beCOIlWl th~ ill~trumeut of the very .~I1""Qee to be ftv()ided, inst<!ad of a 
d"rIlIlCtllJ,(wn&t i\..-E.r:CtlMive po.rtilliitl for ooe foreign ""U()II, and exce~i~e 
do.like of .ooth ~., ca..... th Di~ wboLII w"Y Mluute L(I _ dauser ollly Oil ooe 
aide, and ....u to veil and even feoond tbe artl of inilu,nce un th~ other._
RIO'" piIotriott, who may . &i.t Ihe iutriguo!l of the favOrile, are Iiahle w become 
....peewd lLod odiou.; ..hole.U toQt. lod dupe. u.urp the apl,I" ..... lod C(m· 
6dellC6 of the people, to IUrTellde. their ;ulerut& The great rul. of condllC\ 
lor 11" in repro to foreign IIlIlilllll, it, iu extending Our eumm,r.:ill relaLiona, 
to ban with u.em .. little ruune.u. cooneclioll U ~ible. So far III we bave 
already fOl'me.d eoglljj:ementl, I .. , tloem be fulfilled .ilb perlc~ good Ca.itb.
n•.n J..~ 0" . top. 
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Europe hAl a I!e~ of prima..,. inLere.... whleb to II' b .... none, or I very 
relllOt8 relat.uD. Henea .he milt' bt ~ngtg1Id in fll<qllint CUIItrovtl'o!itt, Ihe 
uu_ of whM:b are _lia1l, foreign to ou. ,onc.rn.. lienee, tlle'~{ore, it 
inUit bt OIlW;" ill 118 to Implicate ouneh'" by aMificiAl tiee, in the ordinary 
.. ic ...itoues of her politica, or tl.. ordinary eoml>inatiOfl& and colli.lon. of her 
f.ieod.bip' or eomitlet. Ou. detached and d,.Lant IiIWllioo in .. lwa anJ enablu 
II, 1.0.> puMlu .. a diO'~reot eour". If we remain one lleOpI., 1I0'!" ao efficient 
g.....emm~ut., the perio.l i. not r.., off, wh~u "'. mI., defy maWrial juju., from 
esteroa! annoylWC6; wbeo .., may lak, ,o~h In IHltud, II .... ill e&uee t.be 
nell tr.lity ",~ may u any tim, rlltohll uPO" to bt IIlruplllOlllly respected; 
"'bt n bt<Jligor.!Rt nat jOO!, unde. the impo-.lbiJity of Illaking aequllliion.a upon 
0", will nut 1i6htly hll.Urtl the e:iYillg UI provuoauon; when ..e may ehOOll8 
peace or ..nr, U our iot.ereet, gUld~d by jll~tice, ehall oolln"1. 

Why f"rego the advantagel of 110 !,eeuli",. a ,ilnRliun' Why quit uu. owo 
to ItanJ Upoll foreign ground' Why, by IIlw,wcRylng Our d$lti"y ..ilh thlllt 
or any part of Europe, entanglo our I'~ACe Ind pr".p"rity in lh~ loil. of Eu· 
roJl~"n ~lIIbiliQII, riYal4hip, iut.e relt., hu,,"or, Or CIIpr,c." I 'Ti. our true polie, 
to ateer clear of perman@ut alliaueee WIUI lilly portiuII or Ih@ (oreil{n world; 
IW rnr, I moon, lIS we liN now ut libo!rly to d(> II; for le ~ me not be ul"lerdood 
a~ cap"ble of patronizing infidelity to exi~tillg ~Dl{ngem&"t& J hold tho IIlUilll 
no I.... IIJ)plicaLle to,publin thnn to prh· .. t .. ntr"i,.., tilln hon.... ly il O.lWO)" the 
\M,lt pohcy_ I repent it, th~reror~, I~ t UIO~ (lIIg~gelllenll ~ oboeryed ill Ibei r 
K~nuIIWl ""II&I!_ But, in my opinion. it i, U""~"'$o'Mry, IUld w(>uld he ullwiae, 10 
utelld them. 'l'aking CIIre alway. to ka.,p ou ..... IYe.. by suila ble establi")l
ment .. ou a rolllpe<:taLla defen.ive pooture, we ","y I<If~ly u-u-I 10 wUIIJlorary 
alhaned! {or extraordInary emerrneie.. 

Uarmony,libtro.l intercout~ with o.ll nation.. ~re rOOOlllmeoded by l)Qliey, 
bUlllalll!y, and intereoot. But eveu our I'OlIIlIIcrcio.ll)Qhcl tbould bold an equ .. l 
alld Impartial hand; neither klekiug 110 . ¥r~lItiul{ .".dUAlye fnun ur pre· 
ferene..tl; eomuJtinK the ua"l ••1 cour.., of tlllng'; difJulil1g alld dh-er • .ify,ol{ by 
gentle me&l'* th" Itre>ullA of Co,oW UIUc.o, bUI fo~ing nothill/!:; eet.abli.Lillg witb 
I""Wen 110 dilll'oecd, in order to g[\'e .....de a ltabl, OOIIne, t.o d",lin, the .ight. 
01 uur merclllllltl, alld to enahle the government to IUPI)Q. t them. conTentlunal 
I·U]." of lu l~reoune, tlle be.t tbat 1'~lI t circulll8taoc",. ILlId mulu"l OJ,i"iolL 
.,11 permit, but temporary, Ind itable to boo trom lime IU unlo YM"eJ, at u _ 
peri""ee or ClI rcWllSta"c" Ihall dictate: conl'IlIlt!y k~~ri"g i " Tie ... ; lh.t 't" 
lully in UO~ lIaw.n 10 look ror di.illl<!r",ud r.yon from .llOlher; lhMt i~ mnet 
pay ... ith II portion of it.e il1depelldellCl rot ....".te..er n ilia, "ccapt uoder Ib"" 
eh.ncter; that b, IUeb aC«!ptanee, it IIlAl pJ_ il6e!f m Ihe eoud,tioll of 
lining given equivo.lellta rur 1l00l1Ila1 (.yo ..... IlIld yet of bei"K reprvll'!hed with 
illg••tllude fo r DOl. giTlIlg more. 'I'beN Oa" boo 110 gl'ClOler ,.ror than to ..... 
I"':ct, or calculaw upoo .tal r...o.. r..... m IIlltiQII 10 nalion. "I'i, a" illuaiOll 
..hieb ~xperi~MII mUlt eu..." which a jmt l'riJe ought tu di~d. 

10 otfering to you. my couut.ymell, th~... OOIIo""r, ol .u oW .nd afT,etionate 
friend, 1 dare not hope they WIll mike the Iitong Ind INt i,,&" iDll'l"IellOlJ 1 
C:OIIJd wi"' ; that the.)' will colltrol the u.ual current olf the ~iunt, or pr~yeut 
our natioll from runolng th~ COUrH wbi~h Jwr; hitherto IlllLrked the delli"y of 
natIOU&: bllt, if I may even flatwr myaelf, that they may be produ~ti~~ of 
lOme partiRI benefit, lOme oeeuaiollal goo<J; tll.t thoy may now Iud llulu recur 
to lIIuderate tho fll. y of 1).I.l.y Ipirit, to w",,, agai"n Iho miechiew of foreign 
intrigue.., and guard agai",t the illlpo!turel of IlrQIo",ded ])IItrioti,m; til.., hope 
.... ill be , full recoID!""',", fo. the .... lie'tude ror you. w~Jf/lre, by which Ihey 
hue been d,c\.IIt.ed. Oow far, in the d i~charBo of Illy official dutiea, 1 hAYO 
~u guided by the principl.,. which billY" Il0011 de.liQ\!I\ted, the pubhc recorda, 
&lid other o .. ioJellOOll of my cooduclo, mull ..itll ... to you and to t ho world. 'I'o 
ulyself, the aillu rallce of Illy own COIl$<.:ie ll~ it, that I have at I~...t beliOTed 
ruytelf to be guided b,):' them. 

In relation to !.be lull lobiliating war io Ellrope. roy proclamation or tbe l!~d 
of April, Ina, iI tbe indd to my plan. S/lnetlU,,1Id I>y YOII ' approving Toice, 
ud bllh"t of 10~ repceaellt.v.tiYOI in bolh buUHI of 00II;,'I'e.t, th, . piri\ of 
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thRt mra,u ' e b.. rontinnally go..emed m~, uninftu~ by &Dy attempt to 
dto!e. n. di ..en ml frum it. Ann d .. libf,.ate eIllniuation. ... ,th Lhe lid of the 
ty..t lighe.. I eould obtain, I was well a tido#! that OUt coualry, uad~r .11 the 
cil'(:um.tal>C8 of Ih, elSf', h..1 I tight to tlke, and .... bound in duty .ud 
iate_1, 10 Iftke a neutral P'O'ilion. U...ing taken it, I de~nnine<1, u f•• .. 
Ihould depend UPOI1 me, to m.ai11ta.in it, with moderation, penuen.uce, andfi.m,,-. 

The OOOlideration ... hi~h r.peete Ihe right to hold the coodu~~, it il DOt n,. 
ee.... y 011 thi. ~uion 10 det.il. I will only obee ... e, th.t acoonliog (1) my 
undeNtAnding of the maHer, thAt right, eo far from being denied by any of the 
t.t.lIige' ellt pow",., hu beo!n .. irluall,. .dDli ~ted h, IlIl Tho duty of hnldll'$. 
neu'.r.l conduct m.y be iuf~rred, without a"y Ihmg 1Il0r~ from the obhgltllllll 
...hi~h ju.tiCil IIIld /iuDlanity impoM UpOIl , ..e.y nation, in casea in ...hi d . it i. 
free to net, to mailltain invioLot.e til.. rolatious of pe.CI,I ",nd amity lo", • • d, 
other lIal iona. 1'he inducemtnta of int.erf!1t for oloeeniug thmt collduct will 
bfl<ll be ref ...rred to you. own reHectiOlll .nd uperience. With m", • pre.lomi. 
nant mutive II ... baen to erld~a..or to gain time to on. OOu ll t.y to Mltlle and 
mature it. yo~ r~ent inltitut;on., and to PI'Of5'osa without inlerruption, 10 th.t 
degTOlI of atrcogth . lId COll8ilteucy, whi~h 1$ necesaa.y to give il, hunlauly 
.puakiug, the oolllrn~nd of i~ own fONUDIII. 

Though, ill rc'l'JlIwing the i"ddell~ of my adminilbalion, I am unOOOA(:;OUIO[ 
inlerrri",,,l] e.""., I arn ne .. e. tIlel_ too ...naible of my detec~ no~ 10 thillk ,\ 

!).Obablll th~ I bu. committed mruty error4- What ...... r Ihey n,ay be, J 
~r."'lIlly OOeeech the Almighty to ave.t Or mitiglle the e .. ils to whid. Ihey 

nlay undo Tthat! alto Clltry with ma the hope thaI my oount.y will neO'er 
teaM to .ie... tI'em with indulg~nCil; and that .rter forty·Ii .. , yea ... of Illy' Iifv 
de !ieat~d to iLII Muice, ... ilh I.u upright zeal, the fault.. of incompelfml abllitie. 
will be CO"ligned lo obli .. ion, &II myaul r mu_t lOUD be to Ibe Ulanaioll$ of reu. 
RelyiOfr on iLII kindn_ in thi. 1.8 ill oth!:!. things, aod actualed by that f" rv~n' 
lu•• toward. il, which i.1O natural to a mID ... hn view. in i, !.he n.tiu 10;1 uf 
him~elf and hi. progenilo'" for Mve••l gene•• tiona; I anticipate with plMiing 
upeCt.atiOli that retreat, in ... hich I promiee myself to realise, without anoy. 
the ....cet eDjoymeDt of partaking, in the m.id&t of my leIlow.cltizena, the Lt,lIi~1I 
inlluence of iroOd I.",. UDder a free go..emment--Ibe au. r...orite obje~t of 
my heart, aDa the happy reward, &II I tnut, ol our mlltua.! eare, !abo .... and......~ 

O. WASHINGTON. 
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POPULATION OF ALL TOE COUNTIES IN TIlE 
UNITED STATES, 

ACCORDING TO Tua C&N8U8 OW 

Maillf. 
A.-oot ••••.•..•.•. ll.OM 
C.u"borl""d .......... 19,Mil 
F ..... klla ............. iO,OIlT 
n antGU ............. 84,t1i 
K.n~eb6c:k •...••....• M,6111 
Lin""l" ..••••.. '" .... 14.&10 
Odo'" ............... sa,H8 
I'.nobeo<)l............ 88,0119 
~ta<tall ........... 14.T~ 
~n,e.....t. .•.••••••.•• ~L 
W..<I<>. •••• ••••••••••• 41,1/10 
W.-hlflCtOll ••..•• ; ... 88,810 
yort. •.•.....••••••••• eo.lOI 

Total Co. I&, b.. .....•691,088 

IoNI!.lmpdm. 
Jk>Itup.............. 17,m 

C....rolL ............. 1(\.1iWI

CllooIIl ................ 1lI.1" 

0..0. ................. 1I.~ 

GI"IIftoa .............. 't.3'$ 

Hlll>borooop ......... 67,411 

lIotrim..t ..••....... 118,"'3 

fuIo:ki"FI1I.m .......... IICI,tI:C 

S".lJoJrii ............. til." 

81Ull................... 18,tf~ 


Tau! Co. 10, Ia. ......I17,5M 

10_ Yorio 
AU....' .•.••.••••••••• Mom 

AlIfIII""' ............ f/,D

n"""ooll .............. M,8eO 

~........... 8A,oao 

Chou1."'!.,,e ......... r.o,dII 

c.)·IlItII ••••••••••..•.• ~" 

(lIIe"'''Ii/!............. is,!l'J1 

Ch"'aI'J!O ............ ~1I 

Colurnbl............. "'018 

COr1.l.n'I .............. ~140 

{:lIniOu •...••••.•••••. "",1)-11

n,,1.waro.........•..• ",&'II 

llatch............... Mom 

1-;1'1 ................... 1()!',99'I

1-:-' ................ 81,1-1$ 

,.·""'tll............... i:l,IM 

FII\t"n ............... 11",111

0 ..._ .............. i8.-t3'I 

1)...................... 88,1" 

n.InIl!OlL ............ t .l88 

lI".klltlH ........... 8S,i+I 

.:r~ ............. ,IIS.IM 

KIIIP ............... lI18,N 

LoI..Io.... . ~ 

'" 


lfEW ENGLAND. 

I"-~ 
Add...", .••••••••••••• M,II4t
s.ulnp..a .••.......• 1SJ)811 
C.lf'<Ioa!a •••••••••••• 18.00!8 
ChltWidu .....•.....•.f1811 
E.u ................ o&.~ 
I'H.oklln .....•..••••.• 2!<,!i8$ 
O..nd lell............ 4.1016"'"wm............. IMfl 

On..,. ........... _,' \IT.M 

0'1_., .... " ........ 16.1~T 
Ru1.l.&nd .••••••••.•.•• S8.roe.lI 
Woohlllf\On .......... ",11M 
Wlndb..........." .... H,Oti 
Wladlo••..• , •...•••• 88_ 

Total Co. 14., I.........1U,611 


.Jf_dt...tl#. 
BanoItah.............. I16.tT. 

&rbhl,. ............ ~I 

IIrtAWI ............... 1&,1"

DIIw................ 4.MO 

ENex ................ UI.IIOO 

F ..... ktln ............ IO.8Il" 

H.,.,pd~n ............ ~1.'l.'l1 


u .... J:!::~ ........... &.m 

lIW ............ I.I,w 


1IliDDLE STATES. 
Urlnpt.on ............ 4I\8T3 

1oI.ad~ .............. "'OTt 

Yon~ .............. 61.eM 

..on~ .......... 81."' 

No.. York.-••••••••.•.~1U17 

Nl..................... ~2.9:Te 

Oronl'l ............... ~7,loIlI 

OrI6OJll............... Y8,IWI1 

ou.o ................ .s.W 

On~"'a ............... ".MIl 
(luWio............... ",m 
Ooond............. fIO,,8$'O 
0..611;0...•..•.•.•..•. 1ft,198 
I'utna................. 14.,188 
QuH'" ................ u,!1S8
Hen_Ia.e,.. •• . . •. . . .. T8J188 
K\.b"'ond............ 11I.!~1 
RookI....4. ...•...•••••• I~ 
s.."""P.............. oI6,iMII
l!<lI,o.ee.tad, .•.•..••.• iCl,OM 
Ikbohorla ••••••••••• 8'1.1118 
8a1\atll ................ tro.~1 

8~ LoI...,..n.............. 118.6\1 

8t••be............... "TIl 

8.I""k •••••....••....• lIII.tw 

81ill1~"" ............. ~038 


1850. 

N...."'.bt.. ...... .... 5,4Iii 
Norl'<>lk •.•.•••••••..• rs,1!8i 
PI,mouth ..••..•••... M,en 
801'1'0Ik .•••••••...••.•1.w,Mr 
Wo~ .•...•..•... 1&0,;89 

Total 00. 1.. 1.11 •••••• iNo'" 

RMxU IWlId. 
Dr"letQ] •..••.•..•••.•• Il,IIH 
Kent .•..••.•.•...•.•• 1~048 
No..port .••.••••••••• 90,00"/
Pn>rldt_ •...••..•.. 8T,MII 
WMblq10n .••..••. 111.00,) 

Total Oo.~ b.. ....... !fl,M' 


lhM.mc..t. 
f'drfI~Jd........... . lI&I,m. 
lIart11rd.............. $,l1l(I 
Llt.eblltld ............ ..u:.a 
lllddlMox •••••••••••• 8(1,61-01) 
N... Han_ •.•••••••• ft,1~ 
11'•• LMo:\O•••••••••• ~1.8i1 
ToUOJId .............. 1IIl.1I" 
WlHhadl ............ 30.,0ii 

Total Co. 8, b.. .......lio,T'JI 


To""pklDa ............ I18,Uf

!.Ioc& ................ U,SR.! 

m.e••................ !!8,8S4 

"'_............... 11.1" 

WoeIllll(to........... ",1M
W.,n............... 4-I,i:IIl
W..w.....w .......... f>\tt18 
W'omiD,. •••••••.•... 81,181 
T_ ............... ~ 


Total Co. 11&1, lD. ....•.,0P7,Dt 

NWlJ.ruy. 
AU...I................. .,H\ 

1I~'Y"a ............... !""no 
Hur1!bl(lon.••••••••.. 48,", 
0.1" .w.,. ............ 1,481
c..mdell •. .. .• • ••.... 'U,42t 
CUmberlaad •••••••••• 17,16111 
................... 18,1Iro 
O!OII~ ..•••••....• H,M:! 
Ha.s- ••••.......••. il,9!!1 

U•• tm\ol> ............ 25.091 

..ero. ................ iT," 

lIlI441_ ............ il:l,1iZ 


http:Urlnpt.on
http:Jf_dt...tl
http:S8.roe.lI
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)l8a_tlI ...............A CU.toa............ ,. 

" ..........................11)8 Colalllbl&............ . 

("'-> ... ........... Ul,fIM en....,........ 

r_t~ ............. ml~ C....berl....d ........ . 

! ,'.... ... ............. It,", U."I'I,la ............ .. 

So_noel ............. I.... Ott........... · ...... .. 

!"_JI ............... H.M Elk... . ........... .. 

W......a .............. ~ .:.rh.. . .............. . 


•'.,,00116 .... .. .... .. 
Tou.I Co. 10, 1& ...... 4St,888 J"natila ........... . 

)'ul_ ............. . 

Ptfl~..J...... w,. Greea ..............


'-r- lIunUq1OII .......... . 

Ad."" .............. t:>,I8l h'~h................. . 

Ali"""..,. ...........lss.m'J~ ........... . 

Am••U·OII.............. 29,Wol JunlOU... •• ....••• .. • 

flMyer .............. ie,~ I..u...l«............ . 

1l<-dJ0I1I .............. 28,iJM 
 t.._""............. 

Il«kl ............... T1.I~ Lot.uoa ............. 

lIto.l................ 'l.af Lcblgb ............. .. 

Unwlfbfd ............. 42.'>1)1 L""",.. ............ .. 

nu~u·· .............. 1'16,(1111 1.'00.)1"1 ............ 

lIu..................... !IIl.U8 Mer«............... . 

r .."bn.............. H.113 Mllllia ..... , ..... .. 

Oorbon ............... 11\,&4 Mua_.............. H,8I. 

CWI................. 28,1IM Monl(Om .. ,l''' ........ .. 41t,18' 

Cb............ . .... . . 66,48:1 MQnto"...... ......... . ......... ",tM 

OlarlOR· .. ·•·· .. · .... • ~ MeA~"" ...............";;1 To,""'"
(.1-0$1<1 ............. t~ I NorLb.mptoa ......... 8, I........... ~I,I)M 


SOUTHERN STATEa 
Id'flaM. Brooke. ....... ...... &,OM KIII!'..,d Qp_ ...... 11l.l1P 


Caml,btn ............. ill,t0 K......."· -........... I~ 

Aa.. AnuotItl ....... IIIJI8I C..'~lne .............. 1d.4M w ...tcr ............ 4.7,""

AIt.clooa,. ............ ti.TIIII Cb.,l..u. ....." ...... 18,1IM L,mdou.............. H,m' 

llool<l.................... 110'1Itf CbuIolCU.,......... 0.2')1) Loa................. I .... " 

Cedi ................. 1'* Cbeotnfleld ........... li,4'>i LDaaaba'1l ........... lI,m 

Chf.rieo·· .... ......... '&,IM C1zlpeppfc............. 1t.iSi 1M _................. Io,-wr 

Carolt................. "If\! c..m~Pd .......... U,i~l r....n. ....... -....... 1~,l4l1

c.rn,ll .............. tll,el8 c.to.ll................ e._ l..cpa................ &..1 

N~rn .............. "!WI C.......u............... t>,lJIo5' !h<I1ooJa... .......... t,:t'll 

11or<-~ -.......... 11;.&711 Cluke .............. ' 7.1!C>2 lutl!..... · .. •• .. • ..... &';14

.·...,""et ............ 4l~"'1 DlawtoJdLa ............ t!).118 :wed:l.nbor( ......... t<>.11110 

1! .....'rd ........ -..... I~_lDo6drJdp_ ........... 2,TOO lIldd~ .. · .. • ..•· .. 4,It4 

lIo..-at-d ........ ...... I Elhabotli (lll,. _....... '-MIJ .\Iarioa ............... 1(!".!o6lI 

X..u ................ 11.- .:...~ ................ 10.906 lIAnIIIall ...... · ....... l'~I_ 

111....1.....-,-•• -....... III.SOO f'alrb.............. Io,~ y...., ................ T.4P 

~~......... tl,wo "_altaI................ llI'.668 M~. ... ........ .. 4,," 

q.-a Anl(l"........ 14.4"" Flu..,... ............ P.~t Monnnpllt. ........... t~T 

tH.l.."........... . ... 11.81$ ••.....tjLa.............. n," M<>n..,. _........... 1(1,~
",,,,,,",,,,,, ........... "'« ".,.""'"............... MOD~''''''''" .. """ s.&:III
~ 
ToJIxoI ................ 18,_IJ 1'!o1d ............. &,~ ~ .............. lI..lIM 

W..-hlllJtOll ......... 1kI...~~ .·rt<I.n~k ............ IU1'~ N_d..·· ...... · li,ttl3

W__........... 1~,1!6t Ot""_~- ........... 1(I,!.2T Net.oa .............. Ii,m 


-- Ooaclo1aDd_ .... " .... It'~ Ke.. K~Bt ............ l.fIU 

Total 00. 2'1, 1&....... r..ss,IM IG....no .. ............ 4,.fOO Norfblk .............. 88,1IlIe


O_n.Ule ........... 5,489 N...u....,p_ ....... _. Ute 

U' • ,_ (lIte. ....... . ........ 6,1110 Nortbamt..tb.Dd ...... i.34ft 

n'VI~"" Ol1mer .............. 8.4T~ Notto..., ... · ........ · II,4n 


A_ock ........... IT.R!NI O..,l(>n .............. 8.m Nlehol............... I." 

Alt.o",.". ........... ~ ..o(J (l...nbl1u............ 1.891 o',)raDp ............... i6.08T 

AAIO,ulril , .......... 10.008 1I.IUu ............... 20\962 Ohio ................ 1"006 

Amfll................ ~.71'~ 11..'0...............··.· It>.l~ P.trlet...·· .. •· .. •··• ~.eOP 

"'onl'.... _........... , n.6W Il,nnoo .............. ~07i rllllt,.t,.,.ta .......... 9!!,TfI$ 

""p""m.tto:r ... " ..... ~.IM 11."".... ........... s.-;-n l'owballJ> ........... alTa 

AIl,..hoDI •••• ........ 8,1113 Il ....p"bl............ 1 ... 088 l'naoo Kd...n1 ..•••• tJ,86i 

AnlFlM\& ............. t.I.OlO lbn<Ocl< ............ 4.N)O ,'nn•• Oeorp.· ..... MIN 

BtdftJrd .............. 14,1"<0 II ..... ,... ........... P~ I'rln.- Ann ......... t.Nt 

IIr1ln..nek ........... 13,~ Ihrrltotl ............ 11,izq l'na.. WlIUom ...... alit 

liacklaflhom .......... UUlIIl 1I1gh1."'l ............. 4,'l'!T P",~ ................. 1,eoo 

a..b<\u..... "........ ',OC'(! 10Ie o(\\'j(I,1 ........ P.MS I'"",dlet<>ll ............ ~m 

Botl, .......... ...... 8.4~' J.m. Clt1 .......... 4.1ItO I'ocoohon......· ...... s,.....,~ 

Btrkel.,. ........... II.Til J",keoa . ......... , &,bU I'.....oa.· ............ 1I,1OB 

Boo... ............... &23'/ J.II'~""D ........... I~Slii 1'1IIMkI...... •........ G,I'~ 

lIot_............. 1.5.... 9 Kia. ~.......... 0.1111 Po........, · ......... D.,J\33
1Iru_.............. 4,iII,KlDa; WilliAm ........ I,in j RIopp&bP.llock........ P,iilS 


http:rllllt,.t,.,.ta
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POPULATION OF ALL TIlE coonIES IN THE 
UNITED STATES, 

ACOOilDlSO TO TUII: CENSUS 01' 

Main,. 
A..-..ok ••••.••.•.•• n,MCI 
Cllm!>oTlaftd .......... te,MU 

F ..... tIIQ ............. iO.on 
HaD""""- ............. 801.111 
Kannet-I< ........... (l2,MI
Unwin ...•••..• ' .... T4.&T~ 
Odo..t. .............. 8\1,818 
".no\Ao(>l....••...... 88,089 
l 'loaolaqull ...••••••.• 14,TlI6 
Son~....t ............. ~L 
Wal<k>. •••• ..••••••••• 4T,'l:!\O 
W.blqtolI .......... 8&,810 
yorll ••••....••••••••. eo.lOI 

Total Co. IS, La.. ••••••688,_ 

It·NII.l~. 
Btlknap.............. l1,m 

CanvlI. ............. IQ,ltie 

Ct._I................. 111.1" 

Cwo ................. 11.6:03 

Ond'loa .............. 't.843 

Hl1lobo....'" ......... r.1.~T7 
)I ......."'..k ........... 88,+&:1 
lIodJ",,~ .... ...... fIO"a 
8lr.l'ro>td ............. tt.M4 

811ill.................... lil,lTr. 


Total Co. In. LL ......117.5M 

It.. Yorio 

AI*1··· .. · ...... ···l8.tTt 

AlI...,. ..., ............ fl.• 

Il,..,,,o,............... 8(l.MG 

Oattt.rt.npl........... 81).,000 

Cb.O,.U(jD .......... M,dI 

O'j·ol(1l............... M,4t>S

(;hen"''''............. ilS,MI 

Qh..."gO ............ 0&0,81 1 

Colombl............. .a,lJ1B 

<:ortloa<1 .............. i.\I-IO 

(:lInloo.. .. ........ "~Ool1 

Del .....re .........•..• 8O.R81 

noteh............... !>S.m 

l':..,. ..................10i',1I9lI 

10M................. BI.I.s 

Franklin ............ , ib,IOi 

Foll<on ............... ",111 

()~,,_ ' ............. i8.43'1 

e....n................ 88,1" 

" omlllOlL........ ..... t ,l88 

Herkimer ........... 88,'U4 

~_I"IOD .............. 1IS.1M 

Klnp ...............188,8 

un.... . .. .. ~ 

116 

NEW L~GLAND. 
1',",'O.d. 

AI\dIiloll •••••••••••••• tI,64' 
IIe"Dlorto" ........... 18..')8It
Caltodoa!a •••••••••••• t8.(l';8
(1,n-.lu .......... . tw.,*, 
JMoIlI •••• ••••• ••••••• 4.(1.'10 
.......~lIn ....•....•••.• 2!1.68$ 
Ort.nd \e'-.... •••..... 4.10lil 
L."wm............. lQ,!Ifl 

Oranp .............. n.M 

Orlu.......... ........ I~TIlT 

Rutland ........ , ••.•. S8.(Ie.lI 

W",l>lnf\Oo .......... 'U,1j,')f, 

Wl"db........... " ..•• H.Ofi 

Wh.dtor .•. ,......... 88_ 


Total Co. 14., La.. .......I$,Gll 


.Jf",.,dtNMtt#, 
Banotab... , .• , .........t1e 

8/!.UhL............... UMI 

IIt1otol ............... 16,1" 

DIIk................. 4,MO 

FMu ................ "1.100 

......klln ............ an.sr. 

lI....pdu............. ~U'jl 


II....~: ........... a:..m 

lIUd ............161,881 


!lIIDDLE STATES. 
U.-tnptoD ............ -tII,8TI 

ibd~.............. 4-3.0Tt 

Non................. , &1.8110 

&lOD~"""' •....••. " 81.m 

N.-. york............r.I~T 

Nt.,..... .............. ,UTe 

0r'lZI,n ............... 07,1...., 

OrIMoe............... V8,IWl1

0Uc0................ 48,838

O.,Iil. . .. .. .. .. ...... it,MICI 

OUWlo............... .a,m 

Oooodqll ............ &..m 

0.................. 1IS,1" 

1'II10am .............. 14,188 

Queo,,. ................ u,8:lB 

lI~n....I..,... .. . . . . . . .. 18.888 

1I1cbmon<1 ............ 1~.1I61 

R<>ekland.. ............. II1,H'1 

Sart.lOp.............. ~&III 

&I'.DfIltt.d, .......... 116.11/14

kllob"",, ..... • ..... &3.&-18 

80.....,. ................ ~"I 

8\. 1£....0........... I18.G!T 

81~abea .............. "Tn 

8ufrolk ................ IIILtw 

8u1llnll ............ " 1O,0S8 


1850. 

N .... wektt............ 8,45i 

Norfolk .............. 78,-Wi 

P111DQ11tb ............ M,m 

8.lfolk ...............I"-M7 

Wo~ter ........ .... lao,759 


Total Co. I", In...... ~m 

RIwfU Iwml. 
nrbtol ............... $,614 

K.nt ................. 1~048 


N. "port ............. iO,OOT 

P1-o.Wnoo •.......•.. 81:.211 

WMbi"llOIl ........ llL~ 


Total Co.6, La.. .......lfl,~ 


CbM.mcr.!. 
Fdrt'I~I<1... ........ . 59,nr. 

lIanhd.............. fi,1IM 

Uleblltld ............ ..:.,2tII 

Mldd'-,. ............ &t'.1SO 

N •• IfI1"t1ll .......... ti,!ilS 

11'•• Loado.......... :'1.,8!! 

TuUand .............. 110),.'

WllI.dham. ............ M,fii 


Total Co. 8, La.. .......8iO,T'II 


Tonopldni ............ 88,Uf 


~r '::.: ':::::::. : ~:'. ::= 
W_............... !l,UW 

Woeb~ .......... "-T~ 

W.,~" ....................$103 

W..aehoe* ...... .... fo8,itI8 

W,omiD" ............ 81,18\

T... .... ........... !IO,$CI 


Tout 00. 1jII, lD. .....S,0P7~ 

NN! J".U!/. 
AII.aUe .............. 8,~1 

IlerJrea .............. ' ,..no 

8url!ajttOo........... .a,~ 

Cope Ale1 ............ $,48a 

Ct.inderl .............. 'll,4~ 

CUml>erIeDd. •••••..••• 17.1~ 

~ ................ 1a.too 

01011_............ ,,,M)

lIad_ ...... ..... ... il,Ml 

lIaal.H<kln ............ i8.tilII 

101_................ i1.M'l 

lIllddl_ ............ ii:l,1I» 


http:S8.(Ie.lI
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)loa.....aUl ........... III,II!III CUatoa............ " 
iI...................... 10.108 Oo1o",bla............ . 
0.... .. . .. ......... 'O.1Jti en...'1'or<! ......... .. 
P_lo ... .......... ml~ ClllnbHlt..ul ........ . E~~,:::·~· ....."'.IIN!• ......4Io!!,Tet . ........ .,.,
8 ,r~,a ............... 1.,4tf O'UphID ........... .. 
SO....rotl ............. I',~ DeJa....... ·• ....... . 
!'_~ _.............. ftt8ll Elk ................ .. 

.. ....... 1,(H8 
. ........ to,1"18 
. ........ "-41. 

w...................... ~ &h.. -.............. ....,...".. .... .. ..... . 
T()taI Co. I&, I........ 488,881 Y.... klln ............ . 

l ' ul"'" ............. . 

.... 
...... ts.UIII 

· ......... t8,Ml 
• ........ M.1I6f 

P *...1_ • G_a .. . .......... . 
<'11,_.......""'. JlunUaatoa .......... . 

.... '1.",............... ~I lad.................. . 
Alk-,b.nr .......... ·ISs.m J..a"_ ........... . 
Am••u·.,............... 2Vl6<l Junl.\.t . . ............ . 
n..'·................. k~ Lan....let........... . 

.. ......... 16.:ne 

j[~~:~~ :.;...•.:...... lun.. ........ oK.a. 
. ." II.SIII 

. ....... 61.;_· ......... W._ 
Jledf<>rd .............. 'l8,<\M La~o. ............ . 
1Ierkl ............... ,Uri Loit.D""· .. · ......... , 

.. ......... M.<tOO 

IIloJ............... . . 11.1T! Loblgb ............. .. 
Ilracltbrd ............ . 4~~1 Lu~,...... . ........ .. 

~~~~ ..:::::::::::::: r::ru !t=:I~:::::::::::: lJ<Iooon. 
C.."I,rI. . ............ , II.H8 )tImiD ..... . ..... .. 
()arbon .... • ...... •.. · 1:'>,&4 ~fon'o. ............ .. 
<Ant................... 23.11M Monl(Om~'r· .... • .. .. 
Cb{fof...... ... . • .... • . 68,oI3iI Montou.............. . !;~~'""o:::.:.:.:..:.:.... 218It•• d.18' 

· ......... "'''' 
Cl ......>n..... . ......... 28,.'W» IM"--"~............... .. 
Cl-clld .. ·.......... 1'l,Mlf Non.b."'l'ton ....... .. _ , ",., C. 8, In......... PI,684 

SOVTllERN STATE& 
lo"flalld. 

An......nudtl. ....... 

"'I~"··r ..···"·"·· lW.r............... . 
C""II ............... . 
Ch..,."".............. . 
CaJoII................ . 
(.......1\ ............. . 
('"Jvcn. ............. . 
110....100II« ........ .. 
F..,torltk .......... .. 
11""'>nt ........ . .... . 
110....-.1 ............ .. 
K.", .............. .. .....~........ .. 
f"ltot,o~........ . 
~. An.Q"....... . 
S~ ,...,............... 
,,">11 ........... . 
'J'llIIo' ............... . 
Waohl""""
W-..._ .......... . 

... •••• •••••• 5.06.1 KI.., and Qu_ ...... 11),1111 
II ............. ta,t0 K........M ............. 1!I,.II:oa 

~~;?i::,""""'" UI.4M w ...ter ............ 0&.71'8~ .......... 18,1IOtI r...".,.~oua ............. !/'l.mo
b.toO Locr.................. ,..eu 
n ....,. LIln....bD............. lI,m
IUSi 1M ... ............... III,HT 

0,"161 LtwIa ..... .. ..... I~"-III e.. l..opn ............... • ".,J
~",jI IlIAd.................. 11.:1111 
1.8:.02 lUltbe...· .. • ......... "'14 
~1I8 :If...tl.aborJ .. ·• .... · tcI,e8O 

'~ro;~:::::::: 9.T~ 1II1Od'-X .... · ...... 4."" • ..... C>8l MarlOD ....... · ....... lo,Mi 
............. 10.906 It&nI...U.............. 1...1_ 

• ............ lo.6SlI MMoa· ...... . •.. • .... 1'
•.. ... ... to,668 M..-r ....... ....... 0&.. 

!:~~:.::::::::::::: "..,,1 lII........p1b ........... I'JMTIH8& "'.... _ ............ 1000iN 
~.. 1II""1JI:OI'*1 .......... l\8Ct 
" loIorpa .............. ~ 
IU7~ N.oniemoIld ........... 1!U88 
10..M1 NeJ.oa .............. l"nII 
IO.s:,t N.... K....t............ 6,OU 

4,.fOO NorIbIt .............. 1I3,08e 
~1I8t N"'tu"'ptoD .._....... 1.4. 
4,610 Nortl..."'b<IrUDd...... 1.348Vi,.,;,.;.. 8,4.0 Notto..,"y.· .. · ........ MM 

...._Jet............ I?,~,.~!,.~ 6.677 Ntehol.... ........... S,M8 

.... lbtrnArlo ........... ~"'I(I • ......... 0.892 granp ............... 10.061 

....Ju""drl" ........... 10..008 ....... 2.\Hi Oblo ................ Ip.,ooe 

.... "'~II................ 0.71"0 J ~l~ P"trlck.· .. ·.......... MOP 
"'"he" _............ lM~ .s.on f'lttorlyonb .......... 98,19$ 
.... 1'1>'>'''.110:1 .......... t.IM 8,STi Po"'bo\llll ............ 8,lT8 
.... I\iowh ••y ............ 8,lI1~ 1..,086 PriDee ru,...II •.•••• 11,S6i 
A~,...t& ............. IUIO 0&.1"16(1 "rlnee Oeorp .. · .... · 'I.fIlHI 
JkNUbn1 .. . ........... 2.e,..1M O,MS Prlo_ AD" ......... 1.&at 
lJ",,,..rlek, .......... 1M'" 11."12'1 " riD'" WlllIo", •.....• alit 
Jln.tt.~Iw........... IIS,'lJll .e,.!tT p"C~ ................. UOO 
Rarbo~r.... .......... &.(W)(j 9.s:i8 P<DdT.t~n .......... ·• G-'196 
J:k,.k .. .............. lI.4H 4.41tO Pooo!tOll_. ..... ..... I,l\9:I 
s.~te'.r ........... II.Tn I,M-I . P_,o............... 11,108 
ao.,... .......... ..... lI.28f ......... 1~~1 Ihl..kl .... , .......... b.I18 
Bot-.t............. 1~.'" •• I,IITI PnlD.... • . ......... o,JI8$
Bru14ll.............. ""Ii I ........ 8,;;8 B&~po.bJ.IJI...k........ i,filS 



---

718 l'OPULATION O:r TIrE lI'mTED STA..1'E8. 

I:ld.."OIId.... .... .... 6,«8
Bale\rh.... ....... .... l,;Q 

Jt&lldOlph •••• .•• • ••. • 1'I,U8 

Rllobk ••..•••. ; ••••• s.~ 
Jlouol<. .... ......... 5.411 
IWctbrldn ..•.....•. IS.~ 
lloUlnp"'" ••••.••.. to,2N
1I.....u . .••........... 11,11111 
!oathompt""' ••••••••• IWI 
Spot'")'!!-.............. iol,ill
8!d'ord .... ..... ...•. s.~ 

8a...,. . ............... 1\,411 

8~_J:···· ...• . ..• • •• 11.8211 
!!<:oIt•.•..•• . ",. ..... 1I,S'lt 
Sbn""doab .......... 13.1GB 

8mylb .•.......••..•.• &,1. 

T.ylor••.•.....•...... I'.>.84t 
T_",elI ••.••. •. . ... . P,'j~9 
!TIer...•••••.•••.•••• 1).49S 
"' .....Iet .....•.••.... 1,M8 
WMunorelalld ..•• •••• 8,080 
W.....en •• .•. ••••• •••• 6,6tll 
W..b!n(tOa ......... lun 
Wayn• • .•.• .. ..•••••• 4,lM 
W.t..I ............... 4.U-I 
WI" .•• .••. •••• . .... 8,3.)3 
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• .. ..... 1 S.81~ 


\ ........ I...M 

............ I,,"S2O 


.............. .. 1&.-44:; 

........... ... .. 5..8S:l 

.. . ............ I :..,:.Di 

........ ...... 8.818 


.......... .. 5.".01

!!.,..~.,..... ....... &.IGf 

..... II),~ 
....... 11),141 
....... I2,m 


n.SH 
.. • 8,M2: 
.. ....... a,.M4 

......... 11.,414 


. ...... 8.MI 

.............. 1::"2St 

...... .. .... .. 1i.11IS 

.............. '/,3S1 

............. 8;$11


.C:..:....:::......... 1'I.GfO
... ..... ~ 
• . ........... 6,IM 

. ............. 4,t~ 1 


"'''' .............. o,no 

Total 00. 01, In. ..... 0ss,0&18 

JUiMi8. 
Ad_ .... ........... 98,M8 

AluMd,.,..... ........ 1l,.fS4 

BoDd ................ 8.144 

Booa. ............ .. 1.e'lO 

B1'OWII ............... 1.1118 

Ba...g ...... ......... 8,841 


c.......... .......... l .. 

CllamDOJp •••••...••• !-~a"ita...: ..... .... .... ........ 
Ol&rb..•• · ••.•..••••• 
OI.y...••••..... • •••.• 

CllalG. . ... .••. ••••••.
Col.···· ............. 

Cook ................ 

en.ford ............. 

()u,mberlud •••••••••• 
n. KllIb.............. 

0. WI" •.•. ... .••••• 
On I>.,... . ........... 

Ed,*" ....... ........ 

l:Id_ardI •••.••••••••• 
"IIIIIibt.m .••• .... •.•• 
j.'oyeue .••. •.••••...• 
~'r&DkIlD ••••• •••• •••• 
}"'I'on ............ . .. 
G&llalln •••• .......... 
GreeD................. 
Grundy ......... ..... 

1I."'lltllR.... •••• ••••• 
Ihn_1< ••••••.•.•.• . 
liard!" .. . • " •. ," '... 
lI.nd.I'lI(ID ..•.•••..••• 
lI .n..,. . •••••••••••.••• 
lroquola .••• ' ••.•.•• _, 
Jotboa .............. 
J ..lHOr .. . .... .... ..... 
Jelr.....n .... .... .... • 
Je...,. ................ 

Ja D.TI...... ........ 

J oba.>a .............. 

Kane ...... ... ........ 

K...d.ll .............. 


t.M'J 
.(,B 
6,1. 
'.IM 
~ 
T.I~ 
&.no 
' ,MIl"ClOt 
lI,tiO

IO,GfI 
a.r.u 
1,'110
8,016 
6,4&1 

ti,0U8 
1'>,44b 
U.~211 
3,~ 
1S,8&2 

14,er.i 
i,88i 
4,dli 
8,1101 
4,14~ 
I).,8ei 
a,m 
8, Lot 
1,864 

18,eo. 
, .n8 

18,:ot 
1.IN 

KaOIl ... • ............. la,nO 

L.b ........... . ..... I ""dt 

La f!alI. .... .. ........ n.sL6 

La..................... 4.liI 

Lee .................. 6,tiI 

Ll1'Iaptoli ........... 1,Mot

r.......: ............... &.IH 

IoIcu.._p ...... .... 1.81& 

M~II...'1 .......... . . 
,,,,,ott
lIcLeea .............. 11),1.

.101_ ................ 

lI_pla....... . ..... 

Madlo<Ja. ............. 

Mati<>oI .............. 

MuabaIl .•. •••• ...... 
»-c ............... 
»-................ 

.\defiant .............. 

Metcer ............... 

MODf'OOI............... 

M<)tIlJOmery.......... 


a,1IiIII 
,t,a.:,cI 
to.o&M 

4.1t1! 
&.11iO 
4.'" 
&.,tIl 
&,8" 
r..U8 
1,6" 
a,n• 

MorgalI ........ . ...... 18,064 

Muahrle . ... ......... 

9gLe... ... ............ 

Peorl.................

Po....,. ................ 

I'Lh .... .............
P(opt.. ... ... .......... 

PL.U ........... ...... 

h L.oek! ............... 

PUIDam ........ ... • .. 

Ra>:dolph ............ 

Ricbl.nd ............. 

I l.oek i!1ud.......... 

8~ Clair .. .. .......... 

8oJID..... ............ 

Saapmoa ... ...... ... 


a,~ 
10.020 
11,M1
r",ns 

19.,810 
8,016 
I.~ 
9,u.)
8,m 

II ,OTt 
""Olt 
a,m

to.181 
6.&e8 

IO.m 
!khDT'*' .... • .. ·• .. ·• 10J>1S 
&<:ott .. · .............. Toil4 


OrJb<oaD ..... . .. . . .... 3,281 18belbT............... 1,801'

Canou .... ........... ~ StNt:·· .. · ......··.... ..no 


8tepb_ ........... 11.lIII0 

T_we!I... · .......... I!l,ac.t 

Union . ....... ........ '/,"~ 


V......UI\oa............ 1I.m 

W.baab ................00 

W..~n .............. 8,11& 

WIIb!.II .......... l,tM
W.lu ............... 
e,~ 
Wht.o ................ &,n:I 

Whl~ ........... o,.sel 

W!U .................. a,Toa 
WUU......II ...... · ·... 7,tl& 
WIIlU~ .... " ..... lI,m
WoodAJrd ............ ...~Ie 

T olIII 00. It, til. ...... &1,4:0 

Jl~"'. 
Adair ................ 
AndreW' ... • .... ..... . 
A~b!toD .... . ........ 
A"drolD .............. 

II·""T .. .......... .... 
\llt.................. 
IlentoJ> .............. . 
lloon8... • ... • .... .... 
IIncbonOD ........ .... 
lIuU"'.... .... .... .... 
CaLd...n· ............. 

Co.Uo'",,, ... . ... .. ... 13,82T 

Cam.don .............. !l,)55 

c.p. GL....d..." •.•. . .• IUli 
Carrol! .... . .. . ... . ... &'+&1 
c...... .............. &.~ 

Cedar ............... . 8,BflI

m..n.(HI.... .......... 1,(j14
C1.................... 6.&fI" 

OI.T ..• • .... . ......... l Wl8i 

CI,..~ ............ . .. a,TN 

Cole.................. 
 "8M 
Coo"'"' ............... 12,1160

CrawfOrd............. 8,8IT 

Dllde................. ~ 

D&l1.................. a,NS

0............... . .... 8,itII 

0. Kalb.............. 1,003
""" ............... '" 

D..."\IIII .............. l.m 
Fr... ~11I ............. H ,m 
O_lIde.... ·.. ·· ... ..~ 
a.nll)' ............... 4.ue 

G_ ............. .. 1i.18:1 

O.... nd,. .............. 8,OM

IIarrI_.. ...... ..... . !l,44i 

11 ... '1................ "OM 

IILckory... • • ..... .... 20SH 

1I0it ........ ........ 11,111\1 

lI o_on;! ........... ... 18.!Iti 

Joaton ........ ...... 1...000 

J..1>u ... ........ ..... ...m 

JelL'enoa .... ......... 

J olllliOa.... .......... 

Knor ......... . ....... 

r.d6<l1l.... '" • •" •.. . 
LataTeite . ••• . .... .... 

La1fJ(!ao»..... ..... ... 

r..wle ..... ....... .... 

UDcol"........ ·...... 

LInn .... ..... . ....... 

U ",....ton. ........... 

1>1_ ................ 

Mcl)(lllfold ........ ·... 

1oI.od1ootl............ .. 


!,US 
t •.aa 
1,8'/8 
~, 
"'_ 
8,488 
~Ol~ 

14,PTl 
Ii.!l'/~ 
1,811 
t,818 

Matoe ...... . ..... ... I t.!80 
JoI_. ...... . .... . ... 1.l1li1 
lt1l1..- .... .... ... • ... • I,8N 

l,M 
','1M 
t,~ 
1.4118 

18,1lDO
4.sc.t 
1,fi18 
1,4i l 
4,or.s""T 
8,Mi5 
t,\l8O 
&,001 

http:WIIb!.II
http:Ricbl.nd


723 POPtJLATIO!i. 01' THE m..-rrro STATES. 

WlMboIppI...... •••••. "1ft 
Monl~........ . ....... 
 ,,00. 
),Ion_ ••••• ••• •••· ••• 10,b1l
loIorpn •...••••••••••• &.(;,)0 
J.lOll\@""'fIT· •.• •••· •• o..st 
N.... Modnd•.•••.••·· ~I 
SeW\Oft ••••••••••••• ,t68
NoD...." ••••••••••••• lI,I18 
~~ •.•.•.•••.••••• 1,.aI 
o..p ................ '-11M 


, Oratk ... ........ •••• 1,20-1. 
l 'tmlfco)l1 ........... . 
I' ...." ............. •• T,tl~ 

P.\1~ ................ 0,16(1 

Plk.................. 1,,6Oi 

PI.tte ................ 16.iM3 

Polk ............... . "I!Ie 

Pululcl ........ .. ..... '-WB 

P utnam .•.. .... •••.•• 1.~t 

RtJII ................. e.1M 

~dulpll. .••. ........ P,43t 

kay .................. 10.:118 

Reyaoldo ...... .•• . ... l~t 
lUpI11·· ............. 2,880 

800tl""d ............. . 3,18\1 
8t. Cb...leo ............ 11.4M 
8t. 01.1.·· ............ I1,1.III6 
St.F..... cul' .......... "'~ 
8t. Ou.TI.T..... ..... MI8 
Ilt. Loull Cc, .... ...... n,na
8t. Loolf (;111. ... . .... iT_
&lIne ........... •.•• 8,84a

8cbv.yler........ ·..... ..~, 


8001\· ........... •· .. • t,art

Sb... lIOft .............. 1,1" 

Sh.lby............. ... 4,11:13 

Stoddard ............. 4,ttf 

Splll.&II •••• .......... 2,_ 

T&IIIy................ 4,178 

Tu............. . .... t,Ili 

W.....a .... . ....... .. 6..SIIO 

W..bI............ un 

w.JM............... ~18 

Wrta:ht .•• ........... &,aS1" 


T<>WI Co. 101, 111. ......6S!,04 

..... rhlII_. 
.&n::&II1It ............ . 
J,1Il1~,. ............. .. 
Beawn •.. ·•••· .... •··
Bn.dley ............. . 

c.u.uun ......... · •••. 

()uT00l1 ............... 

Obleol· .. · .......... .. 

ctod' ...... .. ... · .... . 

ColD...." ............ .. 

(lnI,,'fOrd ............ . 

Or!Ltenden· .. • ....... . 

n.n.................. . 

Dftha.···· .. · ... . 
Ore................ . 

F ....klln ............ . 

l'"lwn .............. .
0,..,."... ·· .......... . 

Jl eml'"~.d ....... .. .. 

}Jo, IIprtnp ......... . 

iodel)eDd.....,. ....... . 

l ..rd .. ·•·• .. •.. · • •.•
"...:koon ............. .
"..,._n .... ·.. ·· .. .. 
Jobn.lOn . ........... .. 

Ldoyltlte ............ . 

La• ..,".,.· .. · ........ . 

lLoII_ ............. . 

lIIotion ............. .. 

lI1ooIIIlppI........ · .. . 


'co,.'"
8,110..... 


!loa.................. . t,N9

MO<>\i'>GI«1 ........ .. 1.1\108 

N.wlOll ........... . .. 
I.~P• ....,. ............... . 

l 'bUIII'" ............. . &.m 

PIlle ................ . 1-"1 

PoIn..... ............ .. ....
Poll: ............... .. 

!'<>pt ................ . 

PnI................. .. 

Pv.1&okl .............. . 

Randolpb....... ...... 

8t. FraDelo...... . ..... 

llo.llft~ ............... . 

&buUu ......... . .. . 

8<:ott ......... ....... . 

s...rey .. ............. . 

s...le... · • ..•· ..... ·• • 

Ualoft ............... . 

\'&/IlIa..". .... ...... .. 
W...h1n¥W<l ........ .. 
W...l.llO ........ ..... . 

While............... . 

y~U· ... · ·· ·• · .. · .... . 

S.t1~ 
&'4,P 
8,i01 

3,08!
I,V:V 
&.-ue 

100m 
2,8M 

t:~~ 
t.~LV 
8,361 

Total Co. 08, In........ iOII,t58SI 


W""""rill. 

Adlo.... · .. ·.... ....... liT 

DrowD .... ... .. ...... 6,~!6 

Ca!umel............ .. 1,143 
Cblppt.... .... •.•• .••• fl4 
Cra...fonl .... ......... 2,418
CoIItmblo.... .. ........ .. 
o....e. ... ... . .... . .... 111.&41 
~ ............... lIUSS 


I.MS 

t,($1
&.Tle I:i~';f:.,••••,.,•••,.,...IUIM •••••••••.•• 

............ 


• .......... 

........ '" 

........ •..• 


........... 2,= 

............ &,181 


/101 

fE1,:~':"~:',.".'.'."', ....'.. · ~1* 
~ 
j~";,~,~......... ....
. •••• ....... 


........... 

...... _....... 

.............. 


....... 


1.l"M 
12,&-1 
1~ 
l.tM 
6. :01'" 
7.110 

t,JO-l
UIiO4.41t 
3,007 
&,an 

l 8,$eO 
0.444 
..up

4Tl 
l,tTP 
II,VSO 
&'''' 

4,1l86 
~S 

It,WO 
8,4Tt 

H I 
(,\I(\T

&.0 
~ 

~....I~~.~::::::::: ItmIT~,c., ••,'........ ll1'l..il" 

G.................... .. 8.M8 

1_........... ·...... MIlO Calif_ia-l~2.
Je""_ ............. 1~.II11

" ...................... 100m .......... 8,6"/1 

I..o.IIt.y_ ............. 11.641 ••• to.!" 

L.p..lnte.............. o&St 1.146 

~.,,!_ .... ....... 3,Tot 0lIl 

M~.... ..... .... 1L081~~::;~···· ........ .0.1)00
Marq_le.... ........ 8,MI . ..... ..... NO 

MLL••uk..... . ....... 81.0rr 

P/H"toIp .... .•.. ...... l.t:.II 

B...II................. 14,.T8 

RLcblOJld .... ......... to8 

ttoet................. to.1"OS 

Soak ...... ..... ...... ..iTl

Sheb<>ypa........ .... UTa 

lit. Crol~... • .... ••• .. • m.t 
'lll'al.onll ............ H .861 
WulIlbltOD .......... 1~.4S-1 
W.Qh..Il........... .. 19,li4 
'lll'lanebaco .••.• .••..• 10.126 

Total 00. 81, b... 

/0_. 
AII.m............ . 

App"_ .......... . 

»enlO.· .. · .......... . 

BI...I: l lo..I: ......... .

""'"'e... ··..··· .. ··· ..
Bach......... . 

(.'edor ............... . 

Owl: ............... . 

CI.)'tOtI ............. . 

Cltn_· .. · .......... . 

o.n........·· ... ··· ..
.>-d. .............. .. 

~ .............. 


7,&81 
1,_ 
8,Nt 
nl 

t,iti 
i,1I~ 

........... II,,",,'!! 

... 

. li.6SP 
.... t,1tM

...•. ,. f>,lo2t 
N,~ 

t,"",
I,tlt 
11.181 

~ 
i,~4@ 

"'" ''''"."
I.Til-t 

"~: .. . ......... . H.IIO!
.• • ..... 8.bIl 
.... .... ..... 1.tO'1 ..... ......... ~ 


mailto:J.lOll\@""'fIT


7:H 	 POPULATION OF Till!! UNrrm STATES. 

TERRrroRIES. 

JlI........"... 1W.b1n,o:tOOl •••••••••• 1.01' I J,_J£uiw. 
...~ ." T"", IIlU ... •..• l':'li..•. ••• •••• •••• !lSI -- Bemollllo •••..• .... T.T~1 

F:!,~.'::::::::::::: IIIW Tot.ol eo. .. LL •.••.• 11,~.ml 
W... .... .•...• .... 6.. Ulai~ , ."• .. ............... • 
U,...k.u.b ...• .......• ... 

Wobl1ohlA .. .. •••• •••• HIll 1>00'1'11....... ••••• •••• 1,1a.. 

WMIIIIlI{lOCl .......... 10M 0-.., ........... ... 


uaeoo ................~ 8=ns:\~~:::::::: 6,m 

ToIAI Co. t, Ill ........ &,011 I........................ I J ....b ............. .. 


~VM>' 1oI11Iatt1 ............. ..

Ord... ·· ............. . 


B... ton............... 1J14 S""\·................. 8M 

g=p~:::::::::::: 1,~ ~'::'~.::::::::::::::: i,M: 
Lillo ................. 
Idarlo....... .. . . ...... 
l'oIk .... .... ..... . ... 
UroM"".......... .... 


1198 W..hl"J\OD ........ .. 

t,i4ll W. ber ...... . ......... I ,ISI! 

1,001 I - 
1,000 Tot.ol Co. II, tn. .. .... 11,000 

------........---- 

11.10 Arlbt. ••••.•.••.•. lM058 
&a1A ... ~............ 4.610)
&alA F6 . •••• •••• ..• 1.11' 
8ulllp.I. ••..•.•• 7014 
T_ t,JlO7
V~·~· ............. \.1,141 


.. ........... . 


TolAI Co. 1, h......... II»> 


1I'!iIA'IIVWl>· 
CIon.............. .. 

I"''''it .............. . 
 '" 
J'oelh............ ·· 
 ."'" 
TOIAI Co.&, 111. ..... . .. loMO 

Wlllhlnl\on, Total . . .. 61.S6'1' 

POPULATION OF TIlE PRINCIPAL CITIFS AND TOWNS 

IN TilE UlmED STATFS 


.... or la- l'opnlatll1aPopnladoa Popl1l.Uoa ltallo 01 111au. ""d To...u.. 01'1860.orl880. 01'1840. ~ 

,,~• m~.(I",) ........... 
 ,,,,, ~.,. "... N'H11i,~18Pd................ • 

... ~ ......,..."" '''"...." ...~141it."r.::::::::::::::::: .....'",.m.m '" loIt.Dcbeoler. (N. H.) ...... "'., .. 5oH1 ..6otMl. (.1.1_, .... .. ..... .t:: """"...""....,414 ......Lowell .................. 
 .,,'."..
,..., "'"."...&Ie", ............. .. .... 
 "'..."..........., M.."..~."R"~bn.,. ................ 
 '..... 4~'t111,-1&/. 11."1~o................. 
 ,..,." 1r.,,!n.04t"' .._................ 
 .'"<m ,.'" 
 ....1i,(lIl7 M.N.w B.dAlrd ............ 
 '.... ,,~..., '.""l~il.56,on ....
c.",'bridp ...... .. ....... 
 ... 1U~1.....'"Lyu .................... 
 ,,,.'".. 
 1I,1M!?,:rlng4eld . .... .. .... . ... ."M". 10,441au_toll ................. 
 ,.'",.,.., .. ...,.,".,.~ 41,(;111 111'10.111
1·'n~ld.n... (R. L)........ 
 .'" 111'31'10.618Sow n ave... (Con.D.) ...... ,".., 
 .,.,,,.. ..",....
~18 1Nor.. l.b .... .... ...... . .. 
 ,...,..."'''.. 48'161,0'/4 .....
Illlttfoftl ................. 
 ...,01Il.,001....I ~T.l1i 811,110Now York oil,., (N. Y.) ..•• 

"" I GT'le......Brookl,.n ...... . ........ 
 ......
'.... ..,..411)on,. ., ................ 

4i,Ul"'", 
 116-11"...... 1S,!U8 1"'08RnrraJo .............. . ... 
 "" "" 1111'1iO,llIlRocbester ............. . . 
 "'......
1.lnWlUlI.nublll'l ............ 
 8M" "" '"'~..,..'".. ".",","....
".'".... t2,1IT1 

" 
.... 

.. M~'Tli;TBsrr:~::::::::::::::::: s:na ,,'"",...
Pna,hk"poIe ............ 
 ..""""', ...... "...t,lt:II.od.po:m ................ 
 ~~ ,,,, ".. 161ftU ..O'wO«O.................. 
 .,,,"~...,. .."".. 1I,4111X.wb"'Ib ............... 
 ..... 


MAR27. 




j:!5roPULA110N OJ!' THE trnT'T£D BTA1'F.S. 

Po",,1111ooa R..Uo oil.'! P",",Wloa Rallo 01 la·P:ralll1oa[ Clu.. ...dTo..... ,... ~ , I CIt 18:00.."... 
'WiTKlnplOll •.......••.••... 
 ....4,110 ..... 


10,Qb3 .... ..'.'"... I2-I1IISN&"' ...k,(!i.J.) •••.•••••. IT.2VO,.,. 
 11 ,8&:1l''''erooQ ................ 
 .... .. .. ~",....,New Ilmn.wlelr. .......... 
 ...
1,881 ~".." I'htlodelpbll cI\.J, (pl.) ••.• 1~1,r.860,4&1 1&4 
b,,3S4 :~1'13I'hlla. co.. nellL or ell, .• !'>I'H16U1i "'""''''
' ,..........1'!U6bo'"' .•..•.•......•.. ..M 1~'7tl.1I6 M' 
il,HI 110'18~h.u, ............... 
 t.~1 .... 
 21!11-1' ...,,,.I.................... 
 .... I~H8..... &.410 

1.1IK U11 '....l~~·~i.i::::::. ..... 
 ... '..... .,,''" ~..8ii.iIto lOUIS K.1&11111>0... (Md.) ......... 
 '.....WMII1"ll"lO".0.a) •••.•• :I~1S.~& ..... 
 ....!IO,lr.s '" ~'"fl.'""".,,,.~~i:~.{.~~).::::::::: V.Slo 81-11IO.flO "" , l'el.~barg •••.••••••••..• 14,011111.\80 3381 "'"...,l).r.e .... 11.3111"Wh..11n1· .. ••••· •••••••• 
,,. .....'" Obl.l...l..... 18. a)•••.•... ....on.HI".m, "" ... .....Su."nab, ~(IL) ...•....•• 11.914 .."• .."lIoLl". (Ao 1.1 ......•..• JUTi ...... 81"81 

Ne.. OrLuu, (lA) ••••..• .'"..... IO!.I PII lIM81 "''' 14,18(1.... ....l.&&.'.I"' ................ 
 '''''' "'""....,,,.Memphlf, (T~QII.) •.•.•..• .... 
 .....'"
NooII.III................. 
 10.0,8 6i'l1..,..I~ 100'1",!IO ,.."Lotll..n... \Ktk········· .... llUN 14!H\Clodn""U. 0 0.) .•.••••• .....
.."
.."" ,....Coh..nbul................ 
 ,.. 
ii.~ 

" "....11.(I8,jCI.,·el....d •.•••••••...••.• 1.01G 160tl16,01"I ...,...." .,...... 
 10.t:1.... .'"
, '''' ... jB-$~~"f:'~;i.~.. :::::::::::::: un i.LOO.." Zu...1n••••••••••••. .. • 4,7&6 ........ '.m 
110'76lfodlooa, ~I L) ..•.•.... ... .... .... ... "" 
I\1"O~1."OM0.':0 ,..n,Hi !l1.O11Detro I, { Ie \ •••••••••• t.1M aOi:e&":::I:' ~"l""""'" .... 87!H88~ Lou•• {Wo. .•.•••..• ..n n... '... "" ....,IilJI..-....t ... (w...) ........ 
 I,TlI ... IOTl1"5.. 

" • .B.oUoor~a.... 
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