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-THE PATRIOTISM 0/ SAVING 

By Frederic J. Haskin 

SAVE :MONEY, not for the t.ake of money it:::cli', but because the 
wealth which it represents in food and iron and all the other 
materials of liying are needed to reconstruct a war-torn world 

<DId to reorganize the industrial machinery of your own cOllntry. 
Save this ,'..eaHh, not by denying: yourself what yon need: nor 

even any reasonable luxnry, bnt by spending wisely, living tem­
perately, eliminating waste from every phase of YOllr life. F01' 
wa5te, in this time when the world is feeling the pinch of w,lilt, is 
simply the selfibh cle:::trllction by one of things which mllny need. 

This is the message which the officials of the lJnited States Trca:,,­
u1'y Department wish to ::;en<1 into every .American home. To them 
is intrusted the task of managing economically the finances of the 
Nation, and they re:tiizp that thib task is most dilli.cult unless the 
pcoplp of the ~at10n (,)1tcr into the spirit ,mel the practice of this 
national economy. 

The Liberty Loans and the 'Val' SHying Stamp drives were pri­
marily feats in national economy, for men of ,.-calth in this cOlmtry 
who had accumulations of money (0 draw llpon ganl only a frac60n 
of the whole. The WHr was financed largely by men [llld women 
who had little beside!:! what they earned 11'0111 day to day and who 
denied themselves in order to lend to their GoverlUnent. Thes-e de­
nials were the most valuable phase of the great loans; for they repre­
sented savings of material and lahol'. The money wonld have been 
obtained in r.ny case. Money is only a symbol. But there was :t 
limited amount of the materials with which wars a.re fought and of 
the labor which makes this material available, and enough of these 
eould be obtained for ,yar purposes only by the economies 01 the 
civilians. 

The "aI', then, 'was fundamentally n feat in saving- of lllen and 
nations cooperating to hustJand and conserye their resonrccs lor a 
great purpose. A.nd this word "reconstruction,:' which is no,,' 
heard everywhere, means .for A.m.erica nothing morc nor less than 
making a permanent part of our national organization and our na­
tional consciousness the lessons in saving that have been taught by 
t.he war. But the feeling is widespread that the need for saving, 
now the wal' is over, can not be as great as before. "The big job 
is done. Now let's relax." That is the average man's reaction to 
the announcement of pence: as was abundantly ~(ll'm()n:-;tl'nted on the 
day the news of peace reached ~\.mel'icn. 

NEED FOR MORE MONEY. 

The Tl'easury Department officials mect tlus aLtitude on the pal't 
of the public with the sobering information that. financially, the 
worst is yet to come. The high point of the expenc1itmc curve, is jl1st 
;tbout to be reached, and the de~cent. from that to normal c:s.pen",e:; or 
Government wm be long and gradual.. 

What, then, are the:-;e heavy drains that peace i::; to make upon the 
National Treasllry? 
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In the first place, there are troops to be brought home-about 
2,000,000 of them. It takes 6,000,000 tons of shipping to carry that 
many men, and our whole merchant marine is only a little more than 
that. If all the ships were impressed into the business they could 
just about bring all the boys home in one trip. But that, of course, 
is impossible, because there are so many other things to be shipped. 
So the return of the troops must be gradual. And its total cost will 
be millions. 

The cancellation of war contracts is a heayy item of expenditnre 
which the Government faces, and of which the average citizen under­
stands little. 

Take the case of an automobile manufacturer, who, under Gov­
ernment contract, has gone into the making of airplane engines. 
War finds him with his plant com"erted into an airplane factory, and 
with perhaps a hundred thousand blocs for airplane engines on 
hand. A fair settlement must be made with him. The least the 
Government can do is to put him in the condition in which it found 
him; so that he will have at least a fair chalice to recover the civilian 
trade he has lost. The total cost of settling these contracts between 
the Government and the manufacturers may run into billions, and 
the ease and success of the transition of industry from a ,,"ar to a 
peace basis depends very largely upon the fairness and promptness 
with which this settlement is made. 

MUCH STILL TO BE DONE. 

Then, too, it must not be forgotten that while the bulk of our 
Army "'ill be disbanded, we have a large army of occupation in 
Germany to maintain-and for how long no one knows. This alone 
will constitute a much heavier expenditure for military maintenance 
than we have ever made in peace times before. 

Nearly all of our troops are still drawing salaries, and most of 
them will continue to draw them for some time to come. And don't 
forget the war-insurance claims which are yet to be paid, or that 
war-risk insurance will continue for fiye years after the war, and 
may then be changed into other fOIms of Government insurance. 

The tens of thousands of American soldiers who haye been seri­
ously injured during the war are also going to cost the American 
people a large sum of money for a long time to come. They are not 
going to be provided with wooden legs and pensions and set adrift, 
like the veterans of our other 'y[u·s. Each of these men is going to 
be trained for the best plnce in civilian life that he can fill, and he 
is going to remain under Government care until both his cure and 
his education are completed. 

Another probable big drain upon our national finances will b~ in 
th~form of loans to our allies. "While our policy in tht\t regard has 
not yet been definitely determined, it seems certain that large amounts 
of money will be 10nned to Europe by America. To make foreign 
loans at a time like this may seem on hasty consideration to be It 

gratuitons addition to an already ponderous load on the tax-paying 
public. But Treasury oflicials point ont that Europe at this time 
has neither gold nor goods. Credit is the only thing the European 
nations have. And their credit is unquestionably good, with t.heir 
enormous future productiye capacity to back it up. ·We mnst lend 
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them money jf they nl'e to buy our gOOL~S. ~\.Jld they must buy ?ur 
goods if they are to have allY goods, :md If w~ are to ho~d o.uI' fC?relgn 
markets. To lend 1I10l1ey to European natIOns at tlllS tmw IS not 
only JlI1manitarian but also expedient. 

NECESSITY FOR ECONOMY. 

No doubt mnch of the credit that we extend to European conntries 
wHl be taken in Lhe form of food supplies. For it should not be 
forgotten that we still have the world to feed, including n01\ Our 
-enemies as well as our allies. 

These are some of the majo:: items on the war a.ccount that must 
be paid by the Unite~ St!lt~s-a 1\ation. the richest !J.!l~ .s~rong~st
in the world, but a NatlOll tacmg the heaVIest of responSlbltItles wIth 
resources which the last two veal'S have shown al'O by no means 
boundless. .' . 

It is trit.e to Bay that America'::; days of unlimited wealth nrc at 
an end. But it can not be said too often that with them must go 
the .:\.merican tradition of wu!:.teflllness which is a heritage of those 
days. For there is Illl American tra,dition of wastefulness. 1Ve like, 
not merely enongh, but too much, of everything. We even quite 
commonly go the lengih of pretending that we have too much when 
in reality we have not enough. To 11S the Emopean, who smokes a 
part of his cigar to-day and saves the rest for to-moITow, and c.()ok:-, 
his dinner with a little buncUe of twigs and keeps Ilis house about 
the temperature of n.n October day in Maryland, and is so un­
ashamedly careful of his money, has uot been un inspiring figm'e. 
We have not hereto foro comprehended either the spirit 01' the need 
of such economies. Our own rational attitude toward wealth was 
"formed in the days of oil gnshers and bonanzas, of vast rich pl'<liries 
that. had llc\' Cl' felt t.he bite of a plow tmd forest!:. thut haCt never 
rung to the sound of an a...'i:e, of the dtty~ ,,,hell 0111' railroads ran 
wasteful races acros", a continent of untOllched wealth. 

The ,,-ar has dispelled rUlY lingerillg j!lnsi.on we may have had 
that alII' 1'1'l:lUUl'ces are still great enongh to be ,vasted. The_war-timl\ 
struggle to feed ourselves and om allil'H bronght into ever\, house­
hold the realization thnt for all our ,walth ,re al'~ not bevond thr. 
reach of want. But it also demollsh'atecl that \rallt is the' ehild of 
waste. 'Ve were perilmls1y close to want while great ltl'CHS of rich 
~oil in our country lay Wfli:ite, covered with ~'ramp and Imlflli, -becflllsc 
no one had fonnd it worth while to clE'flr and cleyelop them, or 
hecunsc it· had been 1l0bo(ly::; bUi:iinet:>s. TherE> were shortage!:) of food 
in dties whilt' food W:Hi rotting' Oil the fal'lIli:i for lade of l1lefifiS to 
(,<ll'i'Y it_ III a word, thl' wal'~t ill\(' Toad problem showcd that we 
Hlltl'E'rell~ noL only heL'lIUH' ollr l'E'ROmCeS Wl'l'e no longer unlimi1 rd. 
hllt hI'Ctl11"<' w(' did not know Jmw to usp what J'('s011l'('ei:; WI' hnd. _ ' 

~10RE FARMS TO BE MADE. 

ReL'on~tl'uctioll nllli:;t and will remedy these thing:::.. There arc \1if­
ferences of opinion as to how it must b(' done, but all thinking men 
al'e agreed as to the nece~sity. The measure which is now being 
iramed by Government experts to provide "oldiers and other citjzens 
with farms is pr:il11arily a meaRnre to malw Tood more abundant and 
cheaper. It recognizes that the great swamp lands of the South, the 
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cut-oyer timberlands of the Northwest, the il'l'igablc arid lands of the 
Southwest must be made into productive farm::;. It is proposed that 
the States shuilnutl,e these lands ayailable and that the Federal Gov­
ernment shall reclaim them with the great machinery whieh it has 
ready to hand for that purpose in/the Reclamation Senice and the 
Depa.rtment of Agriculture. And if there is to be enonah food in 
the future, these farms must be given to farmer:" in ~nch condition 
and on such terms that they can farm them profitably. All of this, 
which "will redound to the benefit of eyerv citizen . will take wealth 
to do, and that wealth mllst be sawd ul1Cl ll1~Hh; :l"ntllab}p by the 
,\..merican people. '" 

It has become apparent to e\'eryone, too, that our methods of dis­
tributing food are nt fault and that they mllst be reorganized. 'Vo 
haye heard much of midtllemen and profiteers and of food hoarded 
and food f:'poiled in transit. But the more yon Jearn about the lllat­
tc.J.' the more convinced you become that it iH the system whit'll is at 
falll1 :mcl not any mun 01' clu!';s of men. Indeed, lwn rly all men and 
dasses h:lYe shown an eager willingness to ('()oper:tk ,,-ith the (to\' ­
l'I'nmcnt in eliminating wHste. 

FOOD FROM FARM TO TABLE, 

Food llIlbt be brought more "directly and quickly from the fann 
to the table, howevel' that is done. The Post Office Department lI11(ler 
authority granted it by Congress has already initiated a" system of 
bringing food from fnx:ms to cities as Ul1~t~(l States mail by means 
of the motor trucks, wlllc:h have proved thell' ntluc as means of trans­
port during the wal' and of which the GoVel'llllent alrcady owns 
tene; of tholli:mlldK, The plan is to form self-govel'l1ing organl)';ations 
of farmer;; ali<JIlt til<' (·OlUltr.\' ;;choolhou:-;es for the purpose of gath­
ering [mel ~lillg .rood, and similar ;;df-gowrning cotllmllllity ol'gani­
zatioll,; about the ('ity l-ichool' for bnying them, '{'!lib planlmi:i already 
b('e1l placE'd in operation in Wa:"hington and the sUlTolinding conntry 
wjth gr('al I-:UC(('!:l8, Citizens of Ollt' "\Vashington cOlllllnmity are now 
u-l'Iting t.'O"g ::; 1\11- 61 cents a <lozen when tIw mtll"ket l'rice i,; 8i$. ;mel 
~.r,.;tE'l"'" aCW (,('Iits a qnart when the market price is 7;), by lUe:lils of 
t his pn.l'l~el-po!:it "y:-:tem of marketing. 

But t.hi" reol:gtmiy,ntiop of' the Pl'odlldion llnd di~tl'ilmtiolJ of food 
(':Ill not bp currwc1 out Withont w('nUh and that weaLth 11l11&t be sawd, 
_\ nil thi,; reorganiz;tiion will not avail to bring about abund:uwe 
:.nd lowe)' pl'iee" IInles." the food so produced and distl'ihutl'd is e('o­
nomicaUy llsed. 'I'll<' lwst tllillg \\'hich the Food .Adminil';tl'ation has 
:tc('ompJished is thl' leaching of methods fol' the economieni liSt' of 
food , ~\nd the Army ha!:i gi ,' PIl a brilliant I.lemollstration of limy 
('llOl'lllOllS (lu:mtitie" of food may be sayed by sma}! economie:<, 1"01' 

t'x:llnple, by the nsc of sharp hl'ead kniYes, whi~h do not Wll~tc bl'e~d 
in el'llmbs, HO.OOO POIlI1<1S of hread was sayed III Ollt' ('ant Olllllent 111 
I,) <lay::;, Ho,,' mnch bread, then, is wasted by dull hrClHl Jmi\'es in 
.\mericnn homE'S? How to stir his coffee is a part of the training of 
an American Holc1ier, :lor it has been found that tons ()f ~Ilg;n' arc 
w;\~tNl by putting too lLuch in :1 cup and nol si il'J'illg it enough. 
These are absllrdly ~ll1an mntter:;, yon say. But they pl'o(lt1ce :1mnz­
ingly large results. 
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In the nse of the materials OT manufacture the war was no less a 
feat in saying. It was only by curtailing the manufacture of non­
essentials and standardizing the manufacture of essentials that the 
Government was able to obtain the steel and rubber, the wood and 
leather, aud all of the other materials which it needed. Scientists 
searched for new materials, developed new processes. Strange fishes 
were brought up from the sea and their skins used for making 
leather. Prospectors from the Geological Sun-ey, under the spur 
of necessity. disconred hitherto unknown deposits of rare and valu­
able minerals. Whole new industries, such as the making of dyes 
and of optical glass, were started. The manufacture of nitrogen, 
that indispensable food of the soil, from the air, and from the waste 
of coke ovens and factories, was put upon a practicable basis. All of 
these and many other industries must be supported and developed by 
AllIerican wealth, and made strong enough to compete with the simi­
lar industries of other nations. 

A NATIONAL JUNK SHOP. 

Typicttl of 1he way the war was won is the Reclamation Division 
of the Quartennaster's Corps, which made millions of dollars' worth 
of material available for war work .by reclaiming waste. The Rec­
lamation Diyision was nothing less than the despised junk shop on a 
national scale. This organization, which employed some first-class 
business and scientific brains, collected old shoes and clothing, dead 
horses, manure, broken machinery; made a science of reducing these 
things to the state of usable material, and demonstrated that the 
United States of America is allowing the wealth of a small.ElIl'opean 
State to rot in its ash heaps and garbage barrels, and collect dust and 
decay in attics and celJars. 

Tllis Reclamation Diyision of the "'Val' Department is now heading 
a great moY<~ment to make the reclamation of waste material a meas­
ure of reconstruction-a permanent part of our national life. It is 
achocating the establishment of a reclamation department in enry 
city goyernment to gather TI'aste materials from the homes of citizens 
and to employ the inmates of jails and reformatories in sorting and 
reclaiming them. It urges c,cry citizen to establish a junk pile and 
to ransack his cellar and his attic for the accumulations of things 
broken and discarded which all cellars and attics contain. There is 
no denying that the total amount of material ,,-hich the American 
people are thus unintentionally hoarding is enormOllS. And it is 
just as important to keep material in circulation as it is to keep 
money in circulation. 

The story OT fuel has been the same as the story of iood, and is 
equally familiar to every householder. ",Yasteful methods of produc­
tion and distribution have been revealed, and haYe oren temporarily 
improved by the ,york of the Fuel Administration. Here, too, the 
task of reconstruction is to make these sll.,ing3 permanent. In the 
coal lands of the "'Vest, still owned by the GoYernment, the American 
people own a coal supply which scientists say will last them a hun­
dred years at least if rightly used. All fair-minded men admit 
that a way must be found for mining and distributing this coal 
so that everyone shall have his share of it at a fair price. Whether 
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this is done, as the present administration proposes, by a Ry::;tem of 
leasing the coal landti to operators under Government control: or 
whether it is developed by private capital, its production amI <1is­
tl'ihution must be so safeguarded as to prevent wa~te. 

WASTEFUL TRANSPORTATION. 

T'he taking over of the railroads by the Government for the period 
of the war waS primarily a measure to abolish a waste--the waste of 
l'nforced competition and of conflicting measures of regul~tion by 
State and Federal Government-for most of which the railroads 
were in no way to blame. 

Reconstruction, it is recognized by all, must make these l'efol'mti 
permanent. 'Vhether the Government owns the railroads in the 
[ntme, or regulates them, they must be developed as a great cooper­
i1tivc system, lmiformly controlled instea.d of wastefully competing. 

1'ransportation by water has been killed by railroad competition. 
Canals and boat lines hayc' be.en put out of busine::;s, Ulltil our inland 
waterways have become an almost negligible part of our tran::iporta­
tion :;ystem. Had onr canaJs twd rivers been properly equipped and 
l'llll, there would have been no coal sholtage last winter, and ,YtU' 

,york would have been greatly c-'X:peclited. Reconstructionlllust ~lim­
inate this ,n1ste by developing inland waterways, not by pork barre'! 
appropriation, but nnder a nonpmi:.isan commission. 

WASTE NO LONGER NECESSARY. 

War hal; placed a great check upon waste by cnabling labO!' to 
collect more for its services. Heretofore in the 'United States, as in 
other great inclustrialnation~, waste has been a necessity to keep the 
wheels of industry turning. Most persons who work on fanus and 
ill factories have made l;0 little llloney that they hayc been 1In:1b1e 
10 hny an alllOlUlt eqnivalent to what theu" labor has produced. ~~s a 
!'eslllt of this, pl'l'ioctically our markets ha,c become glutted, fact{)ri('s 
haw clo~ec1. aTI(l hard times, with unemployment nnd hread lines. 
have ::iet in. 

Natlll';llly, extl'avag!U1Cl! 011 the part of those who hln!} money tend:; 
to ~'olllpen;:,ate for this inability of most peoplc to purchase their 
"hare of whnt is produced, amI so to keep industry going. Fiye-tholl­
~alld-dollal' dre~s(':,,~ homes !IS big as hotels, pflte de fOLS gras, and all 
the other extmvaglUlCeB of wealth have had this (!llestionable justifica­
tion, at; ha~ also the purchase of notions amI novelties and other 
forms of manllfactured trash by the less afllllent. These thill~,; \\':lsLe 
lIlaterial and W(',l.ken the N ution economically ill the lung l'\IJJ~ c\'cu 
thollgh they teud to prevent temponwily a glut of the market and 
immediate hard times. This fact has had i1 ~Ol't of recognition. 
conscious or lIneonscions, and it c-'\:plai11s in part \Y h~' \Yilstefll hw-;;, 
has alwaYti been in such high repute in tlli:-:: country. 

The war diel ltway with the need for this deliberate. aml 01"g.lllizt'Ll 
waste of material by making the material 11cce.c.;;l1 l'.y for war work and 
hy paying labor much higher 'wages, so that laboring people could 
huy a 'larger share of what is produced. ..1.11d it is evident that labor 
will not willingly go back to it~ pre-war condition of 1m, ,Yag('s and 
periodical unemployment. Fair-minded Americans do not desire 
that it should. 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

1111111 11111 1I111 111I111111111111Il~ 11111 111111111 11111111 111111· 
o028 100 586 8 

8 THE PATRIOTISM of SAVING 

This rise in wages is part of a general recognition of the value of 
man po"-er which the war has brought about._ ~or the tendel~cy of 
the war has been to enable every man to _find hIS nghtf.ul place III the 
national scheme and to earn what he IS worth. ThIS IS economy, 
too--economy of man pO\Yf'r. 

This new recognition of the ,alne of hnman energy and the n.eed 
for. con~erYjng ~t has naturally ~een a great stimulus. to ec1~catIOn, 
wlncIl IS e"sentlUlly a conservatIOn of human materIal. "ar has 
brought out the yallle of the traineu man. ~I?-d it has show~ that 
educated nations can pass through great polItical changes WIthout 
serious disturbance while uneducated ones fall into anarchy. It has 
shown that democracy without education is impossible. 

UNEDUCATED AMERICA. 

And the "~car has shown that education is sadly deficif'nt in this 
democracy. The Government has had to establish schools to train 
tho men it 1leeded-not merely to be soldiers,' but artisans, mechanics, 
and clerks and all other kinds of trained ·men. It has had to teach 
many of its soldiers how to read and 'Hite and what the Constitution 
of the United States means. And the fact has come to light that "ar 
has closed the doors of thousands of rural schools throughout the 
country because the teachers in them were not paid enough to keep 
them open. Thus it has been found that the United States, which 
now stands before the ,yorId as the champion of an enlightened 
democracy, does not offer all of its children eYen an elementary 
education, contains thollsands of illiterates, and has no adequate sys­
tem for teaching the arts and industries. 

All this is "Waste of ihe ,Yorst sort-waste of human energy. Re­
construction must deal with it. There has already been created a 
Federal Bnreau for V oca tional Education, which is designed to gi \-0 

Fellera 1 aid in establishing industrial schools all over 1.he Nation. 
Other measures will bo offered proyiding for Federal aid to schools 
in rural sections whero hundreds of thousands of American children 
are now growing up without more than a smattering of education. 

GREED MUST GO. 
These are some of the lessons the war has taught America, and the 

measures of reconstruction ,,-hich are most generally agreed upon 
a~ necess[uy..Kyery lesson is a lesson in saving, and eyery measure 
of ~'econstructIon w~l~ make a deman~l upon the "'ealth of America, 
wlllch means the ablhty of the Amencan people to saye. This duty 
of saying which now confronts us is a commonplace and uninspiring 
duty, if you choose to call it so. The epoch of conserlation upon 
which we are now entering will not have the spacious picturesque­
ness or 1.he epoch of exploitation which '\Ye are le~\Ying behind. But 
it will not be without its compensations. Greed, which has been such 
a dominating motive in our industrial growth, will necessarily come 
to playa smaller part, because greed is waste. Fewer men will work 
merely for money, and more will ,york for love of work, for lo\-e of 
country, and for the gratitude of their fellows, a.s millions of Ameri­
cans haye workeel since the declaration of war. 
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