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INTRODUCTION . ... 

The writer of the following "Old Times" articles began the publication of them in 

the New Hartford Tribune as Rn experiment, upon taking the proprietorship cf 
that paper. For several years, he had been collecting material relative to the early 
history of the town, following his own desire to learn all that could be gleaned con
cerning the pioneer settlers, and thf' localities which their memory has made sacred 
to the heart of every loyal descendant. Stran~e to say, no one had ever before at
tempted any perpetuation of the old time memories which were fast passing into 
oblivion, uutil the writer and another member of his family commenced the work. A 
partial result of that research has been given to the public in the Litchfield county 
volume, in Which the history of New Hartford is given in general outline, from the 
earliest steps which led to its settlement until the pre8ent time. That was but the 
outline, of which these homely sketches may be called the filling. Limited space ad
mitted of no anecdote or family detalls in the former, while the~e form th~ greater 
part of the matter collected in the followinli,; pages. 

'1'he articles put forth as a ventUl'9, proved a success, and that a long silent 
chord in tpe popular heart was touched, was abundantly proved by the scores, pel'
hap's hundreds, of letters and expressions @f interest received by the writer from rep
resent.atiyes of New Hartford families both at home and far away, who read with 
pleasure the records of those they kr..ew in childhood, and lived over again their own 
youth in these traditions of the fathers, and wanderings among the hills and valleys 
of the old town. Had some one begun this work fifty years ago, what treaSllres of 
local history now buried fOl'ever in the silent breasts which respond to no human 
Questioner, might have been preserved. The oldest inhapitant of the town is now of 
the third or fourth generation from the early settlers, and since these al'tiele~ have 
been in preparation, a number who contributed of their early recollections to the 
author's note book, have been removed by death. 

The demand for back numbers of the papers containing the "Old Times" articles 
has so far exceeded the supply, that it has been thought best to re-publish them in 
pamphlet form, this has been done with a ca.reful revision, and additions and cor
rections have been made in many places, where subseque n information received 
seemed to render such change necessary. 

It seems fitting that a brief sketch of the firrst settlement of the town, and its initi
atory :'Iteps, should be given as a prelude to the newspaper articles. 

In 1686, the General As~embly of Connecticut, fearing their colonial charter 
would be annulled, and the unoccupied lands of the eolony sequestered, made a hasty 
conveyance in trust to the proprietors of Hartford and Windsor of the lands "bound
ed north by the province of Mas8achusetts, east by Farmingtc)ll and Simsbury, 
south by Woodbury and Mattatuck, and butting west on the Ousatunnack river." 
When the trouble with England was over, and the colonial government again re-es



tablished, Hartford and Windsor were loth to give up the western acres which they 
had come to consider theil' own, and aHer much litigation and disturbance in the 
matter,the General Assembly, for the sake of peace, made a compromise, and di
vided the lands in controversy with the claimants, Hartford and Windsor getting the 
eastern or more desirable portion, and the colony taking the western portion. In 
1732, Hartford and Windsor divided the spoils in a deed of partition which gave to 
HartfOl'd the territory now embraced in Kew Hartford, Winchester, Hartland, and the 
eastern part of Harwinton. The south-east portion, now New Hartford, was valued 
by the proprietors at fifteen shillings an acre, and then contained by estimation 
23,942 acres. Winchester and East Harwinton were v~lued at ten shillings, and 
Hartland at only seven shillings and sixpence an acre. 

Each tax-payer of Hartford on the list of 1720, or his heirs, was proprietor of an 
undi vided share in some one of these townships, in proportion to his list. New Hart
ford fell to ~he sha1'e of one hundred and eighty-two proprietors. A committe was 
appointed to set off lauds to such as wished to settle thereon, and all who entered 
their names for settling were obligated, "in two years next ensuing their agreement 
with the committee, to build a tenantable house of sixteen feet square on said land, 
and break up two 01' three acres of said land, and in one year more after said two 
years are expired, personally to inhabit by themselves or family on said land, and t() 
be obliged to continue inhabiting on said land for the space of three years longer, 
after the first three years are expired." 

It was decid~d by surveyors sent out from Hartford to view the land, that Town 
Hill and its immediate vicinity afforded the most suitable locality for a settlement, 
accordin£!ly, home lots were laid out, half a mile in length, and twenty rods wide, on 
the easterly and westerly sides of a highway sixteen rods wide. als@ short lots eighty 
rods long, whet'e suitable land could be found, near the hill. In May 17'33 the Gen
eral Assembly passed an act, giving the township the name of New Hartford, and in 
December of the same year the home lots were drawn by the proprietors, the rest of 
the land was laid ont. in divisions, and drawn from time to time, the last drawing 
being in 1742. 

According to the ['ecords, highways were laid out, taxes levied, and lands surv~yed 
with as great dispatch as possible, considering that the country was an unbroken 
wilderness, infested by wild beasts and Indians. The summer of 1734 probably saw 
the settlers busily at work breaking ground, and building their "tenantable houses, 
sixteen feet square." New Hartford was the only one of the four townships colonized 
by the original proprietors. The pioneers of the town were, with very few exceptiollS, 
either proprietors or sons of proprietors, members of respectable and well-to-do fam
ilies in Hartford, hence the peculiar propriety of the name New Hartford. The first 
settlers, as accuratelv af'l can be ascertained, were heads of families, viz: Stephen Kel. 
S6Y, Jonathan Marsh, Martin Smith, ZebUlon Shepherd, Samuel Douglass, Eleazer 
Goodwin, Cyprian Watf'lon, his son Zachariah, John Watson, Thomas Olcott, Noah 
Merrill, Joseph Merrill, John Merrill, John Andrus. Israel Loomis, Matthew Gillet. 
These were soon followed by Joh~!!r, El~ja_h Flower, Isaac Kellogg, Joseph 
Gilbert. Daniel Persons, Samuel Wells, John Spencer, Samnel Benham, JOBah Rlch. 
ards, D'avid Ensign, Wiiliam Steel, John Edgecomb, Thomas Bidwell, Daniel Shep' 
herd. Jonathan Merrill, and others. 

The proprietors in Hartford took a fa.therly intest in the little colony. They gave 
them a very liberal highway grant, most of whieh was,sohl from time to time for the 
benefit of the town, or exchangen for more convenient highways; also --eighty acres 
for the supnort of a "gospel minister," and eighty more for the support of a school; 
also twenty l·loCres as a gift to the first minister who shonld settle in town, and a grist
mill privilege. The settlement steadily grew and prospered, and in 1738 WaS incor
Ji)orated by an act of the General Assembly. 

New Hart.ford, March 23, 1R83. 



NEW HARTFORD~ 


ITS PEOPLE AND PLACES 
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PAST AND PRESENT. 


NUMBER ONE. 

In th,is serIes of article:s upon the town 
of New Hartford, aad" its inhabitants of 
many years ago, it ~ee~s fitting that we 
should eommenC6 on rrown Hill, where in 
1 73S- the first settlers of the town ma.,e 
their homes, and whel'e for many years 
6entered the interests of the township, 

The 'VQwn Hill church which has been 
, .. 

'droppings of the gospel olrtBe lett "Of the 
center aisle. Two immense square front 
pews, one on each side of the bro!l.d aisla. 
were occupied by prominent eitizens and 
then families, while the rest of the con
gregation were accommodated in pews of 
various sizes and shaneR. Two inclosed 
pews llt'lal' the centre of tho house, which 
could be reachetl only -by narrow passages 
froU). the side-aisles, were irreverently 
called "eel-pots." The galleries were ou 
th~ east, west and south sides, the lat~-€r 
bemg the singers' gallery, and the staIrs 

aban!1oned as a place of worshIp smce 1.ho I were in the sontheast and southwest COl'

death of -Rl:lv. .cyrus Yale in May 1854,: ners of the audience-room. 
'was built in 1829. The ongihal edifice, I ~he old "meeting house," originitIly a 
owing to the straitened ekcumstances .of [hh~h building, was taken possession of 
the s(lttJ.t,rs, was ten yel1rs in building. i by tlw town, <lut down a story and con 
from 1739 to 1749, and stqod just its lverte<l into a town ~lOllse, and for many 
width to the llorth~ and its lengt.h to the Iyears used for holding town and elector's 
east of the present church, and accord- meetings. ~he building was cut down oy 
ing to the ancient l'ee<>t<is of the town, stationing'lt chopper at each 1)f the 1>osts 
was "fift.y-five foots in length and forty t which were cut off a little at a time, le1
f-oots in breuth." Ithlg the building settle by degrees until 

It was set by t.he compass and fronted: it had dropper!. low enough fot' the purpose 
the south, a door on tha-t side opening di- '\ouO'ht. In Novernbtw 18:1-8, the citnens 
rectly into. the audience-room. There II of the town dekiring to hold theil, meet. 
were three aIsles, 01' alleys then c'alled,-.. . .. 
one in the centre and one on each side.with I mgs In North. Village alld the, Center, 
a row of narrow pews next the wall. I (now Nepaug) it was voted to sell the old 
T£here were als(.} doors,-one on the east buildfnu which was accordingly done, 
and one on the wes~ side,-'Wh~ch le~ by I C t J""l 0 S ith and MaJ'o; ·Sanford
short passages mto the SIde aIsles. ap. 0 l~ • m . 
The high pulpit, with its overhanging Brown bemg the pmchasers at the ,(mce 
sounding board, fronted the south cloori' on I of $50. 
th.8 right of th~ pulpit was the pew for the I Its massive white oak timbers, seasoned 
mlmster's famIly, on the left the WIdows' by the 'suns and storms of more than a 
peW, while the dea'6(ms sat just umler the I hundred years, were used in the building 
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of looms for the Greenwoods Company's I propE'rty came into the possession of Ros
(\otton milk 

III the old church no chimneys werH 
ever built, the worshiper'S carried f.jot 
stoveg ll.nd remained all day every Sunday 
to attend both morning- a.nd afternoon 
::;el'vice. SO~le of those ~~ho were able to 
t10 so, built lIeal' t.lw meeting houRe small 
bllildings whieh they called "Sabbath day 
houses." These were rougb but comfort
able, and provided with conveniences for 

well Marsh, and was occupied as a tc1vern 
several years by Daniel Johnson. Luthel' 
Loomis bought the place in 1820 and 
lived there until 1844, when he built the 
house now owned and occupied by Grove 
S. Marsh. In this howse Mr. Loomis' five 
daughters were born, viz: Eliza, Mary 
Ann, Caroline, Esther !tnd Sarah. John P. 
Kellogg purchased the place and lived 
there until May 1879, when he died. 

heating .aad cookilJg. Those who. came i His Widow and her brother Eli J. Merrill 
from ~l dlstance could start .1 fire 111 the 
Sabbath day house and th2,w out, pre
paratory to a Long session, listening to a 
protracted serillon. Here they could re
sort between the services and indulge in 
a hot CUD of tea and a cold lunch. One of 
these old Sabbath day houses is still in 
existence. It was purchasetl by Grove S. 
Marsh in 1834, and removed north to 
about opposite the Yale homestead, and 
used by him to dress leather In. Mr. 
Marsh ~old the building to Julius Harris 
who, n,bont 1837, removed it farther 
north dowl1 the lull to the cross- road, 
wher~ it now stands on the corner, the 
property and home of Hiram J. Harris, 
the son of Julins. 

It is an interesting fact that during the 
one hundred aud twenty years, from the 
ordination of its first minister to its dis
balJding, the church on Town Hill harl 
but four settled pastors,-Rev. Jonathan 
Marsh, from 1739 until his death in 
1794; Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D., 
from 1795 to 1801 ; Rev. Amasa Jerome, 
from 1802 to 1813, and Rev. Cyrus Yale, 
from 1814 to 1854, wlth an interim of 
three years. 

Opposite the church, a little to the 
north, is the house which was built by 
Abram Kellogg 3d, about 1804. and 
occupied by him as a residence until his 
death, which occured about 1812. He 
was the greatgrandson of Esq. Isaac Kel
logg one of the pioneer settlers of the 
town,and the father of four daughters and 
two SOllS, Maria, Jerusha (Benham), Sa
rah (Bailey), Amanda (Morse), Publius 
and Col. Abram G. now living in Win
stell. After Abram Kellogg's death, the 

now reside here. 
Opposite this place was the house of 

Stephen Chubb, a blacksmith, who came 
to this town from Barkhamsted in 1755, 
and wbo was probably the first white man 
who ever had a home in the latter tOWD. 
'fhe house waS afterwards occupied by 
Plato King, who lived there until he 
mo\'ed away from town. After King, the 
house was occupied by the widow of Shu
bael Crow, and later by Elijah Northrup 
and Douglass Williams. 'fhe latter sold 
the old house to Henry A. Kellogg, who 
occupied it as a residence several years 
when he removed to hi" present residence 
and tore down the old onE'. Mr. Kellogg 
still prflserves a portion of the old "King 
house" which is attached to his barn and 
used a.s a cow house, somo of the lath.and 
plastering still remaming upon it. 

On the opposite side of the street 
was the place of Col. Earles Thorp, 
who commanded a regiment of militia. 
His regiment paraded on Town Hill in 
the fall of 1806. The neighbors turned 
out and prepared the ground for the par
ade, blasted out rocks, leveled off, etc. 
'l'his pla('e was afterwards owned and 
occupied by Dr. Andrew Abernethy, a 
practicing physieian, who came here 
about 1806. Some years later, the place 
waR owned and occupied by Douglass 
Wiliams, and then by Virgil W. Kellogg, 
a brother of HAury A. Kellogg. The 
place is now owned by Mrs. Julie P. 
Smith, the authoress, and used as a dwell
ing by her farm overseer. It is on the cor
ner·of Town Hill street and the cross road 
which lflaJs over to West Hill. Just 
south of this house there was a house oc
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cupled by Solomon Kellogg, hut it was 
destroyed several years ago. In 1818 
stones were taken from the walls of the 
old cellar and laid in the cellar walls of 
the house where Daniel Royce now lives. 

On the opposite side of the cross road 
is Esperanza, the beautiful home of Mrs. 
.Tulie P. Smith, a d~scription of which 
will appear in the next article of this 
series. 

NUMBER TWO. 

The place on Town Hill now known as 
"E~peranza" was built by Rev. Amasa 
Jerome, the third pastor of the Town 
Hill church, who had charge from 1802 
unt.il 1813, when he resigned on account 
of failing health, though he continued to 
reside there until his death, in 1832. 

Mr. Jerome came to New Hartford from 
West Stockbridge, Mass. His first wife 
was Lucy the daughter of Governor 
Treadwell of Farmington; she died in the 
Dr. Abernethy h011se, mentioned in last 
number, two years after Mr. J's settle 
ment, leaving a son George T., who was 
one of twins, the other having died imme
diately after birth. 

Mr. Jerome's second wife was Roxy L. 
Hodges of Torrington, who survived her 
husband until 1857, when she died in 
Blaomfield at the house of her son. By 
his second wife Mr. Jerome had five child
ren, Lucy T. married Rev. Josiah Brewer, 
who was a missionary to Turkey. She 
is now a widow, and lives most of the 
time in Bloomfield. 

Amasa H., died in Bloomfield several 
years ago. Emily died when six years 
old. Emily W., married Chas. M. Owen 
and now lives ill Bloomfield. rfimothy G., 
remained in New Hartford with his moth
er some years after his father's death; he 
now lives in Bloomfield. Sarah Elizabeth 
married Norman B. M@rrill and now lives 
in the south part of the town. After Mr. 
J el'ome was dJ smissed from New Hartford, 
he was settled at Wadsworth, Ohio, but 
being taken sick soon after, never re
moved his family to that place; His son 
George T., died at Capo Vincent, N. Y., 
about ten years ago. 

After Mr. Jerome's death, the place was 
occupied by his widow and children until 
1849, when it was purchased by Rufus 
Rood, who lived there until his death, 
July 4th, 1859. During Mr. Rood's own
ership of the place the house burned 
down, but was immediately rebUIlt. Mrs. 
Julie P. Smith the authoress, purchased 
the place in 1872 of Frederick Lyman, 
since which time it has been her residence, 
except during the coldest months of win
ter each year. Mrs. Smith has under her 
own pElrsonal supervision completely met
amorphosed this farm and buildings. 
'fhe house has been added to from time 
to time, until it s.3arcely bears a re8em
'blance to its original appearance. In the 
reception room on the first floor is re
tained the old fireplace, and above it in 
ancient characters is inscribed this leg
end, "The ornament of a house are the 
friends who frequent it." Small buildings 
or lodges have been erected in different 
parts of the grounds and painted in un
ique but tasteful colors. Summer houses 
are placed here and there, and even the 
old scraggy apple trees support observa
toritls reached by steps and ladders. 
Stone walls have been handsomely 
laid to serve as fences, and the 
grounds thoroughly drained at ~reat ex
pense. To the south and west of the 
house, on the West Hill cross-road, a 
troublesome swale has by the inventive 
mind of the gifted. owner, been transform
ed into a fairy-like lake,surrounded by ev
ery known va,riety of lilly and water flower, 
while a majestic maple grove hard by, 
well supplied with tables and benches, 
serves for a, delightful resort where cro
quet and picnics may be indulged in by 
the hosts of visitors who are entertamed 
every summer at the malision. The wide 
space left by the pioneers of 1733 on 
each side of the street fronting "Esperan
za" has been beautified by Mrs. Smith, 
rocks having been dug out, the grounds 
leveled off, and young trees,-maple, 
elm, pine and hemlock,-have been thick
ly set, so that in another generation the 
entire frontage will present the appear
ance of a well planned grove. 
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IUlllll·tlialely opposite "Esperanza", but 
it few yea1'8 :-tgo, stood the house oecupied 
for more than twenty ye,1.rs by Mrs. Pros
epina Goodwin, the widow of Jeduthun 
Goodwin, and the motiwr of Judge Hiram 
Goodwiu now living in the village of Riv
erton formerly Hitchcocksville. This 
honse in its day was considered the hand
~:;omest residence on Town Hill. The 
house was built by Capt. William Cook, 
who was a blacksmith, and forged every 
nail used in its construction upon his own 
anvil. Captain Cook sold the place to 
Rev. Edward Don Griffin, D. D., the sec
ond minister of the Town Hill church. 
Dr. Griffin was afterwards president of 
Williams College. From 1814 to 1822 
this house was occupied by Rev. Cyrus 
Yale, the fourth aud last pastor ever set
tled on Town HHl,and in it Mr. Yale's iwo 
eldest sons wera born. Mrs. Goodwin, or 
"Aunt Pina" as she was affectionately 
called by her neighbors and friends, was 
the sister of Plato King mentioned in 
number oue of this series, and like her 
brother was a person of more than -ordin
ary intelligence and education. She died 
in 1860 at the age of 85, and was buried 
in the Town Hill bmying ground. The 
house was painted white, two stories, and 
had directly in front a, well, over which 
was built a covering with a tall peaked 
roof. Mrs. Goodwin was the last occu
pant of the house, for in 1866 it was torn 
down, and a,11 trace of it is now extin
guished. 

Ou t.he opposite side of the road a short 
distance to the north, we come to the fine 
old "Yale homestead," which has the ap
pearance of 11 quiet and e1egant' retreat. 
ThA bouse, on which additions and im
provements have been frequpntly ma-de, 
stiU retains to an outside observer its ap
pearance of thirty years ago, probably by 
the special design of :Mr. Yale's children 
who make it their summer home, and wish 
to preserve from change so far as possible 
the home of their childhood. It stands 
we1l back from the road. surrounded 'by 
stately shade trees, the gl'ouuds in front 
arf'! well cared for, with seats placed herl;) 
and there in shadRd localitiHs. The house 

was built in 1822 for Rev. Cyrus Yale by 
Captain Norman Merrill. "Father Yale," 
as he was reverently and affectionately 
titleq. by those who knew him best, came 
to New Hartford in 1813, and continued 
until 1834, when he resigned and went 
to Ware, Mass., remaining there until 
1837, when he was recalled to the Town 
Hill church, and remained in its pastorate 
until his death in 1854. On the ground 
where the house stands was the house of 
Selah Merrill, an old-fashioned linten 
dwelling. It was torn down when Rev, 
Mr. Yale built the present one. Selah 

was the son of Dr. Eldad Merrill, 
a practising physician in town in the last 
century. 

Rev. Mr. Yale was a native of Lee", 
Mass., he matried Asenath Bradley of the 
same placl?'. Their children were, Cyrus 
now of New York city; John who for many 
years has been a practising physician in 
Ware, Mass.; J. Bradley who died in New 
Hartford in 185-3; Jane :Maria died at 
the age of 13; Elisha died in infancy; 
Ricbard H., now of New Orleans, La.; 
Mary E., and Martha R., twins, the fo/'m" 
er died in 1852, tlie latter is lJOW living 
in Phiradelphia the widow of Rev. Elias 
R. Beadle, D. D., an eminent divine, and 
Lucy T., who married Mr. Horace W. 
Pitkin of Philadelphia, she died at the 
old homestead July 9th, 1880. 

The house now owned u.nd occnpied by 
Samuel A. Hawley, was built by Lieut. 
Isa~c Steele for his son Rodprick, who a. 
few years aiter its erection removed to 
the "Genesee country," New York $tate. 
Lieutenant (pronounced in those days 
"Light'tJ.'t") Steele Uved in a house which 
stood about fiVB rods north of the house 
now owrled and occupied by the widowaf 
Isaac P. Steele. He was a man of con
siderable property, and had two sons and 
eight. daughters. His second SOIl, Isaac 
P. Steele, was for twenty years tax col
lector for this town. He was the father 
of Hubert A., the hte R. Gaylord, 
Catherine, (Mrs. W(lodWitl'd of Wolcott
ville) Augeline, and Mrs. Seth C. Paine. 
He died Jan. 27, 1857. 

Tho next house, on the opposite sidIY of 
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the road, now owned and occupied by 
Daniel Royce, was built by Jonathan 
Rossiter in 1818. This was the place 
upon which Rev. Jonathan Marsh, 
the nrst pastor of the Towfl Hill church, 
lived and died. His house stood just back 
of the present one, the foundation of the 
old h0use may still be seen, the cellar 
having been filled up with the walls stand
ing. Whell the original house was raised 
(about 1740) Rev. Mr. Marsh said to the 
men present that they must cut away the 
white birches between there and Mr. 
Israel Loomis' house before they c6uld 
have anything to eat or drink, as he 
wanted to see his nearest neighbOl's' 
house. They fell to, and cut the way 
clear, when the refreshments, including 
a goodly supply of rum, were forthcoming. 
It was the universal custom in those days 
to provide rum for all extraordinary oc
casions, religions, political, or social. 

Rev. Jonathan Marsh was the son of 
Rev. Jo~athan Marsh, long the honored 
pastor of the church at Windsor, and of 
Marga.ret Whiting, his wife, who came of 
an eminent colOllial family. He was born 
at Windsor, 1714. He gradnated at Yale 
College in 1735. After eompleting his 
theoLogical studies he accepted the call t,o 
New Hartford, where he was ordained, 
December, 1739, where he spent his life, 
and where he died, in 1794, aged eighty 
years. He was twice married, first to 
Elizabeth Sheldon, of Hartford, Febrlll'Y 
26, 1740-41, who died, after bearing 
him SIX children, May 20, 1749. On 
May 27, 1751, he married Mariana 
Keith, a young widow WIth two daughters, 
sister of John Lawrence, treasurer of the 
colony, a lady of maHY accomplishments, 
whose friends opposed her burying her 
graCQS in thfl wilderness of New Hartfgrd. 
This wife, who survived her husband, 
was always called "Madame Marsh" by 
his parishionel's; she also bore wm six 
children. The following pen-portrait of 
him is from Rev. Frederick Marsh's recol
lections: 

"Mr. Marsh was a.bove the medium 
height and size of men, well proportioned, 
grave and venerable in appearance, of a 

social turn of mind, and accmstomed to 
wear a large wig. He was settled on the 
half way p'lan; was Arminian in his theo
logical views. In his preaching, as 
remember him,when about fonrteen years 
old, was not animated, and, as it seemed 
to me, never earnest and ronsing. I re
member to have Leen seriously affected 
on seeing and bearing him address the 
people on funeral occasioIls." 

Of Mr. Marsh's twelve children, seven 
daughte1'8 and five sons, all but one, Jona
taan, lived to attain the age of maturity. 
The daughters were all married. Ann to 
Ze b. Seymour of Hartford; Jerusha to 
Joseph King of Middletown; F.lizabeth to 
Jerijah Merrill of New Hartford, she is 
buried in the cemetery on Town Hill ; 
Margaret to Luke Cooley; Fanny to John 
Collins; Mary to Abner Beach of G08hen; 
and Hannah to Caleb Watson of New 
Hartford, from whom she was separated, 
and afterwards became the second wife of 
William Ellery of Hartford. 

The oldest son Joseph Whiting, waR the 
first graduate of Yale College from New 
Hartford, he married Elizabeth. daught.er 
of Jonathan Marsh of Town Hill, went to 
the West Indies, probably on the Havana 
expedition, and died there in 1764 at the 
age of twenty-one. Daniel settled in New 
Hartford; Isaac married Lucy, daughter 
of Deacon Martin Smith, removed to Ty
ringham, Mass., and died there in 1792; 
John Lawrence married Lucy, the widow 
of Isaac, t.hey were married in Barkham
sted in 1796, by Col. Israel Jones, Jr., 
Justice of the Peace. 

Rev. Mr. Marsh had a negro slave who 
did the work about his house and farm. 
The negro's name was Moses. About 
forty rods south-east of the house was an 
or(lhard of some fifty apple trees which 
were set by this slave; it was always 
called "Moses' orchard." At the south· 
east corner of the orchard were potash 
works, probably owned by the Rev. Mr. 
Marsh. In 1825, probably fifty years 
after this "potash" was destroyed, leached 
ashes were taken from the spot, spread 
upon the land, and proved an excellent 
fertilizer. JOJlathan Rossiter bought 
this place in 1814 of Asa Goodwin, for 
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many years town clerk, and who is well 
reme~bered by many now living. Mr. 
Goodwin, who lived here from 1806 te 
1814, purchased th<:l place in 1806 of 
William and Samuel Lawrence, relatives 
of the widow of its original owner. 

In "ola times" a little stimulallt was 
considered essential to health, as well as 
pleasing to the appetit;e, and in haying 
time, espechLlly, it was customat'y to pro
vide it for laborers on the fat'm. Father 
Mat'sh was a careful m,tn, and knew that 
cider brandy sometimes "biteth like a 
serpent." One day he presented his man 
Moses with a bottle containing a moderate 
quantity of the aforesaid article, and with 
the intention of diverting the negro's at
tention from the quantity to the superior 
quality of the lIquor, told him that it was 
a good many years old. Moses took the 
bottle, held it up to the light, and with a 
disappointed look in his eye, replied: 
"Yes, Massa, but berry small of his age." 

NUMBER THREE. 

Having lE"ft the Daniel Royce place, we 
will cross the road, and a few rods to the 
north come to the old Loomis place. 
This may well be designated "old" as it is 
said to have been the first "home lot" 
upon which a house was built by the pio
neers of 1733. The origiual dwelling 
stood where the old house is now going to 
decay, and was built by Israel Loomis, 
one of the firs!; settlers of th'j town. M[·. 
Loomis was a comparatively young man, 
29 yeat's of age,when he 03ame in 1733 to 
the wilds of New Hartford. In 1737 he 
was married to Sarah Simmons. His 
children were Mary, Israel, Laura,Joseph, 
Israel, Abigail and Ashbel. The first 
named Israel, AElhbel and Abigail died in 
early childhood. 

Lieutenant LoomIS, as he was t.hen 
called, seems to have been a man of mili
tary tastes, he was lieut., of the first com 
pany or trainband ever organized iu town 
in 1752, and from a reference in the 
records to powdflr taken by him from the 
town stock in 1758, it is inferred that he 
commanded a detachment of men from 

this town at the attack on Ticonderoga. 
He died September 10, 1781, in the 78th 
year of his age. In thfi record of his 
death he is called "Deacon Israel Loomis," 
though there is no other authority for so 
designatin~ him. It is probable that he 
was a godly man, and sometimes officiated 
in the capaeity of deacon during the ab
seuce 01' illUE:'S5 of the regular church offi
cer. His wife Sara.h died November 
1791, in the 80th y(1ar of bel' age. 

His son Joseph was married in 1786 to 
Mary Crise. Their children were Mary, 
.Joseph, Israel, Luther and Abigail. He 
was a cooper by trade, and held the posi
tion of town clerk from 1789 to 1805, 
The habitable house now standing on the 
Loomis place, was built by him. This 
property remained in possession of 
Joseph Loomis' descendants until shortly 
before the death of Frederick Loomis, 
Dec. 8, 1881, when it was sold by his 
conservator to Calvin Barrett. The fam
ily of Israel Loomis, Jr., will be mentioll
ed in another number. 

A short distance down the hill, to the 
north, on the east side of the road, we 
arrive at the farm originally owned by 
Jonathan Marsh, one of the proprietors 
and fir8t settlers of the town. His dwell
ing stood about teu rods south of tue 
present house. Here he lived and died, 
and succeeding him, the place was owned 
and occupied by Jonathan Ma.rsh, Jr. 
The present house was built in 1800 by 
the grandson of the former and Bon of the 
latter, Ashbel Marsh, Sr., who died there 
in 1815. The large beautiful maple trees 
in front of the house were set by him, five 
of them when the house was first built, 
but two of which are now living, those 
are the ones nearest the house. The 
others were taken from East mountain 
and brought there bound in a bundle, and 
to the yoke of a pair of cattle, by withes, 
there "re about twenty-foal' tl'ees of 
them in all. This was about 1808. Jon
athan Marsh, Jr., died in the new house 
in 1802. In 1776 Ashbel Marsh and 
his uncle Joseph Marsh had the only two 
carts on Town Hill. In those days ox 
sleds were u~ed for an farm werk, These 
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two cal'ts were in constant demand by the 
neighbors, who borrowed them. Mr. 
Eliphalet Austin, who lived in the old 
yellow house which stood opposite the 
depot of the Ha.rtford & Conn. Western 
Railroad, once hired Ashbel Marsh's ox 
cart to go to Farmin~ton. These carts 
were made by Jonathan Marsh 3d, the 
brother of Ashbel. About 1776, a strip 
of land running entirely across from road 
to road on the cross way, opposite Hiram 
Harris' house, about t'wenty-five acres in 
all, was offered by Daniel Marsh (a son of 
Rev. Jonathan) to Ashbel for his ox-cart, 
and refused. 

The wife of Ashbel Marsh, Sr., was 
Abigail Ward, their children were Est her, 
the widow of Luther Loomis, now living 
in New Britain; Chloe, widow of Samuel 
Hotchkiss, l}OW living with her son Cor
rill in Collinsville; Ashbel, George, who 
died in Killingworth, December 20, 
1879; Grove S. and James W. The 
thrfle livin~ brothers are now residents of 
New Hal·tfot·d. The youngest of the 
above is now 77, and the oldest 91 years 
of age, and the combined ages of the five 
is four hundred and twenty-six years, or 
an average of 85 +. 

ThQre was on this old farm once a tan
nery, which stood east of the bouse about 
twenty-five 01' thirty rods. Four vats of 
this tannery still remain. At the death 
of Ashbel Marsh, the fa,rm and homestead 
fell to his son, Ashbel Marsb, Jr., (now 
living) who resided there until 1878, the 
plact< having descended from father to son 
for four generatiolls. 

The place nearly opposite, though a 
little to the north of the old Marsh home 
stead. was owned by Capt. William Cook, 
who came t.o the town from Harwinton 
about 1786 and purchased the property 
of Jeremiah Dart in 1795. Capt. Uook 
was a blacksmith, and had his shop three 
or four rods south of his hallse towar(is 
Town Hill. Between his house and Rhop 
there formerly ran a road to West Hill 
which came out near Herman Holcomb's 
old barn. Capt. Cook was a prominent 
man in his da~, and represented New 
Hartford in the legislatur(:' from 1813 to 

1818. His wife was Theodosia, the 
daughter of Theodore Gilbert, to whom 
he was m3.rried February 14, 1788. He 
was the father of William Cook who died 
here Dec. 13, 1871, and the grandfather 
of Miss Ada J. Cook now living here. 
His other children were Laura, who mar
ried a Mr. Newell, and afterwards a Mr. 
Hotchkiss; Theodosia married HfI.l'low 
Spencer, removed to St. Louis, Mo., 
where she died March 11, 1878; Delia, 
who never married; Calvin, who was a 
practising physician in North village, 
where he died September 27, 1841; 
Richard, a graduate of Yale College, and 
a lawyer of unusual ability for one of his 
years, died at Toledo, Ohio, November 
13, 1839. The place was afterwards 
own ed for many years by Ralph Merrill, 
who died November 7, 1874. The house 
was burned a few years since, but has 
sillce been rebuilt by Daniel Royce who~e 
son Bradley now occupies it. 

Some little distance below, on the same 
side of the road, is the place formerly 
owned by Deacon John Brown, who came 
to New Hartford from Canton about 1800. 
Deacon Brown was a very upright man, 
int.elligent and influential. When he was 
young he studied fOl" the ministry. He 
took a great interest in education, being 
for many years school visitOl', and was an 
interesting speaKer. An old man who 
lived near him for many years, says he 
was a kind-bearted, generous neighbor. 
He was deacon of the Town Hill church, 
and from its organization in 1829 until 
his death in 1849, he was a deacon of the 
Congo church in North village. He mar
ried for hi~ second wife tl18 widow of 
Elisha Case, who for mallY years prior t9 

his death in 1824, was one of the mOiSt 
prominent business men iu this town. 
Before Deacoll Brown, this place was own
ed and occupied by Asahel Jones, who re
moved to West Hill unon the farm where 
William Markha.m afterwards lived. This 
Mr. Jones afterwards removed to the 
West. After Dea.. Brown, the place was 
owued for a number of years by Robert 
Henderson, during whose ownership the 
bouse burned and was rebuilt. Mr. Hen
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derson died upon the plaee, and the prop
erty has since been purchased by Martin 
Wilcox, whose son Frederick now lives 
there. 

Opposite the Deacon Brown place, there 
was formerly a house occupied for many 
years by Daniel Marsh, the son of Rev. 
Jonathan. He sold the place to Ashbel 
Marsh, Sen., many years a!?o, and moved 
west. His son Sheldon, married Lydia, 
daughter of Theodore Gilbert, who died 
in Paris, N. Y" in 1853. Asa Gilbert 
lived in the house afterwards, and after 
him Stephen Russell, who was the last 
occupant. The house was two story; it 
was torn down about 1805 by Ashbel 
Marsh, Sen., who used the stone from the 
cellar to lay the wall in front of his own 
place. 

NUMBER FOUR. 

The place on the corner of the cross 
way leading over to the "Steele road" is 
that of Hiram Harris. His dwelling is 
the old "Sabbath day house" moved there 
from trown Hill by his father, Julius Har
ris, who now lives with him. The ground, 
about two acres, upon which the house 
stands was gIven to Mrs. Harris by her 
father, Chauncy Mix. An account of the 
removal of this "Sabbath day house" from 
near the Town Hill church has been giv
en. Before the present buildmg was 
moved on to this place, there stood upon 
it an old house, occupied many years :;tgo 
by a man by the name of Merrill. 

The next pl!tCe on the cross road was 
the farm of Capt. John Merrill who was a 
thorough going farmer, he gave his place 
to Chauncy Mix for taking care of him in 
his old age. He died in 1812, or there
abouts. The present house was built by 
Chauncy Mix, Jr., who lived there several 
years, and sold the place to Alvin Shep
ard who gave it to Luzern Wells. It is 
now owned by Hiram Harris. 

Just beyond Capt. Merrill's was the 
house and farm of Chauncy Mix. The 
house is now torn down and removed, but 
the cellar remains surrounded by lilac 
bushes, which blossom every spring in 

great profusion. Mr. Mix's wife was a 
sister of John Merrill of Barkhamsted. 
They had six daughters and one son, as 
follows: Polly married Henry Kilbourn; 
Laura married Matthew Gillett; Lavinia 
married William Hart; Chauncy married 
Lucy Cook; he died On Cotton Hill where 
he lived a few years. Betsey mar
ried Rufus Harris, and is now living with 
her Son Luman in Pine Meadow; Aman
da married Norris Segel', and is now living 
at Whitesville, N. Y., and Sophie mar
ried Julius Harris. Mrs. Julius Harris 
and Mrs. William Hart have both died in 
this town within a fe,w years, and in the 
"Sabbath day house" on the corner-Mrs. 
Hiram Harris bEling the daughter of the 
latter. There was no ot,hel' house on the 
cross road, as near as the writer can 
learn, within the recolleetion of anyone 
now living. 

We now return to the Town Hill road, 
and a short distance to the north on the 
west side of the way, we come to the 
modern white house which is on "Cherry 
Farm." This place was formerly owned 
by Joseph Marsh, who died in 1812 at 
the advanced age of nearly ninety-four 
years. He was a bachelor, and gave the 
place to his nephew, Jonathan Marsh, 3d, 
who married Damaris Pitkin June 29, 
1780. 'I'hey.were the parents of Rev. 
Frederick Marsh of Winchester, wno died 
in 1873 at the age of ninety-two years; 
Wyllysj Lucy, (Mrs. Chas. B. Rich
il.l'ds); Electa, Cynthia and Jonathan Pit
kin. The latter was a prominent man, 
and is well remembered by many now 
living. He was tht> father of Elizabeth 
Marsh, an accomplished woman and the 
first wife of the late R. Gaylord Steele; 
she died Feb. 28, 1865. Jonathan P. 
Marsh died in Dec. 1837. ThA present 
house was built by his widew, Mrs. Tem
perance Marsh, in 1850. The old house 
of Jonathan Marsh 3d still stands upon 
the plaee, "and is used as a barn, the in
terior having been altered for the pur
pose, though it retains its original shape. 
The place was recently s6ld by Arthur G. 
and Vara E. Steele, grandchildren of J on
athan P. Marsh, to Mrs. Roxana Metcal:f 
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of Riverton, who leased it to Morton San
ford, keeper of the tOWIl poor. 

The np-xt house, which stands on the 
~ast side of the road, a few rods to the 
north, known as the Wyllys Marsh place, 
was built by Nehemiah, Dennis and Jared 
Andl'uss who lived there sevel'al' years. 
Nehemiah was the fath!>!" of Leonard and 
Willard Andruss, both well known about 
be~e, the latter now living in Barkham
sted. Wyllys j{al'sh was the son of Jona
than 3d, and lived upon this place many 
years. He died March J 26, 1867. After 
his death,thf-' place was sold to John Boyle 
who died there Apl'il ,7, 1877, and though 
his family still live in the house, the farm 
is owned by Henry M. Gates of North 
Village, 

Immediately after lEaving this place,the 
road begins curving to the east, and at 
the foot of a;steep pitch, about a hundred 
l'ods distant, we come to the junction of 
the Town and West Hill roads. At these 
forks formerly stood a small unpainted 
house, which was built in the fall of 1819 
by Elihu Wellstel', the father of Mrs. Wm, 
Cook, wilo died Jan. 10, 1879. This 
place has been owned and occupied by 
different ont'S from time to time-among' 
whom was Corrill U. Hotchki,ss, now of 
CollinSVIlle. '1'he house was burned Au
gust 9, 1879, it being owned and occu
pied at thp time by MIS. Mary M.unson,(or 
Barrett,)and the present one which stands 
Rome 20 or 30 feet to the north and east, 
was built the following autumn, and is flOW 

owned and occupied by Riley Stillman, 
who purcha:sed it in the spring of 1882. 

The house of H. H. Stone was built hy 
Edward F. Marsh about 1844. It was 
afterwards owned and occupied by Samuel 
Hotchkiss, a son-in-law of Ashbel Marsh, 
Sr. Mr. Stone purehased the farm in 
1864" ~nd has lived there ever since. 
Just above Mr. Stune's house thtlre once 
stood the first school BJUS~ of the North 
End district. It was convertGd into a 
dwelling house and was occupied by dif
ferent families. It was torn, down about 
seventy years ago, 

In 1845, Archibald Marsh built the 
house on the south side of th6 road now 

owned by the children of Michael J. Buck
ley. Archibald Manlh was the SON of 
Wyllys; he sold the farm to D. Byron 
Hoskins of whom it was purchased by J. 
S. Hallock, and sold by him to Timothy 
Buckley, the uncle of M.ichael J. Buckley. 

This farm was odginaUy known as the 
"Moody place," having been owned by 
Adonijah Moody, one of the early settlel's 
of the town, and afterwards by his son 
Ebenezer. Peletiah Allyn, the first set
tler of Barkhamsted, married Sarah Smith 
Moody. widow of Adonijab, and daughter 
of Deacon Martin Smith. and in this con
nection we quote a clause from the pub
li~hed history of New Hartford. "'rhe 
pl'el:'lent line of highway from Town Hill 
to Spruce Brook waE purchased of Pele
tiah Allyn and Sarah (Moody) Allyn, his 
wife, in 1757. It runs through what was 
once the Moody farm. This road was 
again altered WIthin the memory of old 
inhabitants, from the house of H. H. 
Stone. It formerly described a souttJerly 
(,Ul've, avoiding a steep hill above the 
brook," 

rrhe "Moody house" stood below the 
preHent house several rods in t.he field
the old cellar place may still be distin
guished. Here was taught the first select 
school ever held in New Hartford, by 
Harold WyUys. or Hartford, in 1812. 
Anson Brown of Colebrook, and Dr. 
'1'homas Brinsmad(j each ta.ught this select 
school. Capt, Friend White lived in this 
old house for many yeal's, he was tbe 
father of Friend and George White, still 
well remembered by many. Capt. White 
had one daughtel', the wife of Andrew 
Driggs, and mother of Martin Driggs, 
who died here July 22, 1881. 

We have now arrived at the small 
bridge which crosses Spruce Brook, just 
above which, is the road which has for 
many years been known as "Johnny Cake 
Lane." We will pause here, and in the 
next. number lead our readers over a new 
field, intending before this series is finish
ed. to return to TOWIl Hill and give many 
additional historic facts relative to that 
interesting portion of New Hartford. 
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NUMBER FIVE. 

Having approached North Village as 
far as the junction of "Johnny Cake 
Lane," formerly the Albany turnpike, and 
Town Hill road, we will retrace our steps 
to the forks of the Tows and West Hill 
roads, taking the latter we will renew our 
journey. Before reaching any house, we 
come to a road branching off to the right, 
towards the north. Immediately ascend
ing a steep hill, we find at the top, the 
house and farm of Lyman Moulthrop. 
This W3.8 formel'ly known as the Newton 
place, it having been owned and occupied 
by Israel Newton who purchased tht> place 
about 1798 of GlU~tavus Kilbourn, who 
i:; suppo~ed to have been its original pro
prietor. Mr. Newton died in 1799. He 
was the father of Francis Newton, a sur
veyor, who, with his sister Betsey, lived in 
the house until 1862, when he sold the 
propf'rty to MI'. Moulthrop and removed 
to Barkhamsted. Francis Newton had 
two brothers, Rrasmus and Clark, and 
three sisters, Lina, Betsey and Clarissa. 
He studied surveying himself without allY 
instruction, went to Hartford, bought his 
books, and applied himself until he mas
tered t.he science. He was a very accu
rate a.nd reliable surveyor, and a quiet, 
unassuming man. He died in Unionville 
October 2d, 1881. Mr. Moulthrop tore 
down the Newton house and built the 
present one on the oid cellar in 1863. 
He also built the small house just north, 
for his son George L. in 1878. 

The next house on this road, about a 
quarter of a mile north, in the hollow, 
was built by Aurora, George and Consider 
Hopkins, morp than 80 years ago. After
wards, the place was owned and occupied 
by John Skinner, After Mr, Skinner, the 
place was owned by Asa Crane, who in 
1819 built a cider mill just back of the 
house. He had a. large family, all of 
whom died of consumption, a long row of 
graves, tow&rds the eastern boundary of 
the village cemetery, indicates th~ resting 
place of this family. Mr. Crane was a 
good citizen, universally respected. He 
used to shave shingles, John Blakesley 

lived with him when a boy, and learned of 
him the trade of making shingles. In 
those days, from 50 to 80 years ago, all 
the shingles used were rived out and 
shaved by hand. They were far better 
than thos@ of the present day, the grain 
not being crossed, they would last twice, 
perhaps three times, as long as modern 
shingle8 sawed or cut by machinery. Mr. 
Tertius Wadsworth bought this place 
afterward3, and a man by the name of 
Clark Rice lived there. One night, after 
Mr. Rice and his family had retired (sev
eral small children being in the trundle 
bed in the room with their parents) one of 
the littl6 ones was awakened by a cat or 
something in their bed, so the youngster 
called out, "Pa, there's something in the 
bed." No, there is not," said Rice, "lie 
still and go to sleep." Soon all the occu
pants of the trundle bed set up an outcry, 
"There's something in the bed." Rice, 
wishmg to quiet the childre-n,hut skeptical 
about there beiug sufficient grounds for 
the disturbance, got up, turned down the 
coverings and there espied a black and 
white cat nt-'stled down with the children. 
He seized the intruder by the tail, when 
whew I he found the mon8ter to be a vole 
cat. The con8equences were too fragrant 
to be described. The place haR ever 
since been known as "Skunk Hollow," 
and the hflro of the story was ever after
wards called "Skunk Rice." The place 
was afterwards owned by Timothy Buck
ley, and at the present time by Daniel 
Mulcunry. For sever&l years the house 
was unoccupied as a residence, though 
now a colored man by the name of Adams 
lives in it. 

On this road, about half a mile north, 
where the ground is much higher, there 
were many years ago two houses, owned 
and occupied by Stephen and Elisha 
Rust, the latter was the father of Ralz~
mon, Elisha, Norman, Truman, Obed and 
Cyprian, the last named was killed at the 
battle of Antietam while fighting for the 
Union as Ser@:eant in Co. C, 8th Conn. 
Volunteers. He was also the father of 
Mrs. Homan Seger and Mrs. Austin Mes
senger both now living, the former in 
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Canton, the latter in Southington. Elisha 
Rust removed to Barkhamsted and died 
in that town. Stephen moved to Pennsyl
vania. rrhe~e two housf:s were never oc
cupied afterwards, they went to decay or 
were taken down. There were no other 
houses in New Hartford on this road, 
which eOmtls out near Uriel Spencer's 
stone Rouse in Barkhamsted, on the old 
North Country Road. 

We will now counter-march until we 
arrive at the West Hill r{)ad, and in the 
next number continue our journey tow
ards West Hill. 

NUMBER SIX. 

The road f['Om tile place formerly known 
as Skunk Hollow enters the West Hill 
road in two branches, dIverging at the 
top of a steep pitch, one branch winding 
down to the west, the other to the east. 
These form a considerable angle which is 
open and unoccupied. Directly opposite 
this angle was a small shop and dam on 
Spruce brook. This mill privilege was 
built by Samuel E. Judd in 1837 fot' the 
manufacture of saw handles r etc., and 
was used for that purpose ahout fifteen 
years, but finally became useless. The 
site of the dam is still distinguishable. 
About ten feet above the bridge which 
cros~es the brook near where the "new 
road" branches ott from the West Hill 
road, many y.ears ago stood a saw mill. 
,This was one of the oldest water privileges 
~n town. It was abandoned before the 
lrecollection of the oldest living citizen,
land no discernible trace of it remains. A 
few rods above is the house now owned 
and occupied by Richmond Burrews. 
This house was built by Samuel E. Judd 
in 183~. Mr. Judd sold his property in 
New Hartford and removed to Ohio in 
1842. The place has since been owned 
by Samuel Hotchkiss, Joseph Marsh, 
Edward Marsh, and Lovitt Stimson, the 
last of whom sold it to the presest 
owner. 

The next house, which stands on the 
opposite side of the road, was owned and 
becupied for a great many years by 

Elijah 8trong, Jr. Mr. Strong was a car
penter and joiner, and clilI'ffie to New Hart
ford from Windsor with his father, who 
lived in Pine Meadow. Mr. Strong (Eli
jaR, Jr.,) had two sons, Edward and 
Thomas, and four daughters, viz: Irene 
(Hubbell), Elizabeth (Strong); Mary mar
ried Samuel E. Judd, previously men
tioned. She is still living in Hudson, 0., 
where ber husband is a prominent mall. 
Jane married Geo. F. Sadd, her cumdn. 
Thes!:', of whom but one is now living, 
were the children of Mr. Strong's first 
wife, Mary Sadd, a sister of Harvey Sadd, 
who will be mentioned in a future num
oer. Mr. Strong's second wife was Lavin
ia Barber, who for a number of yeari 
lived in the family {)f Esq. Wm. G. Wil
liams. She never had any children. Mr. 
Strong was a singing teacher, and his fam
ily were all musicians. He died Sept. I, 
1850. The old hou8e was built by the 
brothers Aurora, George and Consider 
Hopkins. It was owned for a number of 
years by Mr's. Sophia Eggleston, who had 
two sons, Horatio and Philander, soldiers 
in Co. "F", 2d Conn. Heavy Artillery. 
These young men both died in the service 
of their aountry. Th('!y are buried side 
by side in tht3 village cemetery, olle tomb
stone marking the two graves. The place 
is now owned by Calvin Barrett, who lives 
there. 

Before another house is reached, the 
road leads off to the nort.h towards the 
J esse Dutton place, now owned by his son 
Frederick Dutton. This is the only hOllse 
now standing on this road in the town of 
New HartfOl·d. 

Beyond this placE', about 40 rods, therti 
was, many years ago, a lo~ house in which 
lived Joseph Drake, the father of Warlen 
Drage of Pine Meadow, who had a large 
family. Ralph Seymour, the fathel' of 
Carleton Seymour of Pine Meadow, mar
ried two of Mr. Drake's daughterR. There 
was also another log housf:J on this road 
before the town line is reached. An 
"orchard near where this house once I'Itood 
is called the "Granny White Orchard." 

Mr. Dutton was a blacksmith, and form
erly lived furth£'l)" on up West Hill where 
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Lafayette N. BalTett now live~, and had a 
shop neal' by. He died in Augtlst, 1850. 
Upon this road, many years ago, there 
stood a house just to the right, about a 
quarter of a mile before reaching the 
Dutton place, which was the home of Mr. 
Markham, the father of the late William 
Markham. Before Mr. Markham, William 
McNary lived in this house. Mr. McNary 
was the father of Capt. George McNary, 
whose widow lived for many years on the 
place new t.he residence of Bentlay W. 
Frazier. He was the !Zl'andfathel' of Mrs. 
Ira Howd and Miss Julia McNary, both 
now living in the South East district. 
William McNary died suddenly in the 
field one day, and Mr. Markham mat'ried 
his widow. After Mr. Markham died, the 
widow again married Captain Friend 
White. 
Returnin~ to the main West Hill road, 

and continuing on about a quarter of a 
mile, we arrive at the small farm house 
for many years known as the Friend Hol
comb place. Friend Holcomb, who died 
April 20, 1850, was the father of Can
dace, who now as the widow of James 
Lan~don, lives in Quiucy, Illinois; of 
Henry Holcomb now living in North Vil
lage;ofCarolinfl,Mrs. Franldin Watson who 
lives near Bakerville; of Fidelia, Mrs H. G. 
Loomis of Hartford; of Frederick who 
committed suicide in Southington, in 
U~58; and Robert Holcomb, now of 
Southington. These were the chil,lren of 
Mr. Holcomb's first wife who was Lydia 
Roberts, she died Dec. 18, 1837. Mr. 
Holcomb's second wife was Susan Beach 
of Winchester. Her children are Ha.r
riet, now living in Winsted, the wife of 
Peter De Mars; Hubert F. the present 
owner and occupaut of the place; Claris
sa, who died at the age of fifteen; and 
James nOw living in Bloomfield. Mrs. 
Holcomb, the widow of Friend, is now 
living with her daughter Mrs. De Mars, 
in Winsted. 

The house was built by Phineas Hol
comb in 1809 or 1810. He was the 
brother of Schuyler, Herman and Friend, 
he died in Granby many years ago, leav
ing a widow a.nd two children, viz: James 

H. Holcomb, a lawyer of Hartford, who 
for several years has resided in Europe; 
and Mrs. Harvey B. Elmore, who died in 
Chicago ab9ut 1847. The latter was the 
mother of Sel'gea.nt Edwin Harvey Elmore 
who was killed at the battle of Antietam 
while gallantly fighting with his company 
("C," 8th C. V.) in the defence of his 
country. The widow of Phineas Holcomb 
married Esquire Roger MIlls of North 
Village, 

'1.'ne house ·(after Phineas Holcomb's 
death) was owned by a man by the name 
of Rowley, and then by John Roberts who' 
came fl'om Litchfield. He was the grand
father of Cephas Roberts, llowof North 
Village. and tile father of tile first wife of 
Friend Holcomb, to whom he sold the 
place. 

Beyolld this house nearly half a mile, 
on the top of the steep hill, livtld Pnineas 
Holcomb, Sell., who, be5ide the sons 
llamed, was thfl father of several daugh
ters-as follows: Betsey, married E;.:q. 
James Thorp. Susan married Addisoll 
Thorp j Julia, Deacon James ~VIerrill; 

Harriet, 51mbael Crow; and Sophronia, 
Douglass Williams. '1.'he old house upon 
this farm (which stood upon one of the 
most sightly eminences in the town) was 
taken down by Herman Holcomb who 
built the house on the OppOSIte side of the. 
road, where with his son Herman A. he 
now lives. This farm, as conducted by 
its iJresent owner, is one of the most pro
ductive in New Hartford; in addition to \ 
a large dairy, Mr. Holcomb raises great I 

quantities of strawberries and other small I 
fruits for the Hartford, Winsted and home 
markets. 

Having now reached the summit of 
WeKt Hill, with Town Hill to the south 
and East Mountain beyond, with the hills 
and mountains of Barkhamsted and North 
Canton, dotted with their churches, farm 
houses, wood lots and cultivated fields, 
stretching far away to the north and east, 
we will rest here and journey onward to
wards the lovely lake in another number. 

NUMBER SI£VEN. 

Journeying westward from the Herman' 
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Holcomb placQ, the first house we come 
to is a small one on the right hand side, 
which waf; built about 1810 by Luther 
Loomis and Shubael Crow for a carpenter's 
shop, and was for some years used by 
them for that purpose. It was converted 
into a dwelling by Ebenezer Goodwin, the 
father of Horace Goadwin who lives Ilear 
by. Mr. Goodwin and his wife both died 
in this house. 'l'his dwelling was occu
pied for many years by Luther Barrett, 
who died in 1863. 

The large brick house, which stands on 
the eorner of this road and one leading to 
the south, was built in 1832 by Edward 
Seymour, a son of Sylvester Seymour. 
Its owner and builder dit\d suddt1nly Oct. 
21, 1879, and his family (wife, son and 
two dR.ughtel's), now relSide there. Upon 
the same site, there was formerly an old 
house owned and occupied by Michael 
Olmsted, who removed with his family to 
the west many years ago. 

Pussing ou to the west a few rods, there 
is a road leading to the north. A few 
rods from the corner, many years ago, 
was a small house occupied by Elias Sey
mour and wife. He was t,he son of John 
Seymour. the first of the name wh0 set
tled in tbis town and who lived in this 
house, and ulldoubtedly built it. He was 
the father of twenty children, the major
ity of whom came with him, it is suvposed 
about 1750. Six of his sons settled in 
New Hartford as follows, William, Uriah, 
Elias, Hezekiah, Elijah and David. His 
daughters married into the Steele, Flower, 
Marsh, Smith, Andruss, Moody and Kel
logg families, so there must be many of 
his descendants still living here, besides 
those of the Seymour name. John Sey
mour, Sen., (the father of this John, who 
died in Hartford iu 1748,) was one of the 
original proprietors of the town, a.nd be
queathed his property here to his son. 

Beyond this place nearly half a mile, on 
the left side, stands the brick houst'! built 
by William Markham in 1832. Mr. 
Markham was the father of nine cblldren, 
viz: William, ex-Mayor of Atlanta, Ga., 
Willard, Sidney, Lester, Jeremiah, Olive, 
Harriet, Ca.roline, (Mrs. W. E. Thompson, 

of North Village), and John H.-the two 
last named are the children of his second 
wife, who was the Widow of Calvin Bush
nell, of Hartland,-these childrt'!n are all 
living except Willard ana Sidney. An old 
house occupied by Mr. Markham previous 
to his buHaing the pre8ent one, stood a 
few rods north. After MI'. Markham's 
death, May 4, 1856, the place was sold 
to Timothy Tucker. It is now owned by 
Ernest Poly, who lives upon it. 

Returning to the main hlghw<lY, a shol't 
distance on, we come to a house which 
stands in the forks of the road. Here 
seventy-five years ago, lived Jesse Duttou. 
After him, Samuel Markham, who was 
the brother of William Markham, lived 
here. It has since been owned and occu
pied by different persons. The present 
owner is Lafayette N. Barl'ctt. 

Passing on to the right of these forks, 
Ute first place reached is the farm of John 
S. Burwell, who purchased the property 
in 1867 of Harvey Tucker, the grand
son of Benjamin Tucker, who owned and 
occupied the place seventy-five years ago, 
and who died upon it ill the year 1855. 
Benjamin Tucker raised a family of four 
sons and two dangLters; one of the latter 
married Allen Jewett of Winsted. FJ.'he 
other daughter manied Geol'ge Sanderson, 
after whose death she married Cyprian H. 
Rust, previously mentioned as having 
been killed in battle. As his widow sbe 
now lives in North Village, and dl'aws a 
pension from the government OIl account 
of her husband's sel'vices. '1'he sons were 
Leonard, who lived in Barkhamsted; Ben
jamin, Jun" who will be mentioned here
after; Edwin, who never married, aud 
Nelson, who married a daughter of Elisha 
Rust, and continued to live upon the old 
homestead, when he was kIlled Dec. 20, 
1863, by falling from a Jadaer upon 
which he was at work. He was tbe fathtlr 
of several children, one of whom is the 
wife of J. Henry Merrill. The origiual of 
this name in New Hartford, was Ephra
im, father of Benjamin Sen. He· also 
lived and died upon this place. Ephra
im Tucker, had a harrow, made by him
self, of peculiar shape and workman~bip. 
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One day. while at work in the field with 
this implement, Rev. Jonathan Marsh 
call ed upon him, and being struck with 
the singular appearance of the drag, he 
told Mr. Tucker, he thought it could be 
no sin to worship the contrivance, as it 
was "like nothing in the heavens above, 
or the earth beneath." Ever after it 
was common among the inhabitants to 
call anything which was queer and 
strange, "as odd as 'rucker's urag." 

The Tucker family of West Hill were 
well-to-do, industrious people. An amus
ing anecdote is told of one of them who, 
many years ago, was a member of fL mili
t ia ('ompUllY in this town. Tmining day 
in old times, like election, was a great 
event. Each member ef the company was 
required to arm and equip himself, and 
of course when the training was over, 
took bis mUf:lket as well as other equip
ments home. Rum walS freely indulged 
in by both soldier:s and spectators, and it 
was to be expected that some, if not all, 
wOlIl,l be more or less iufluenced by the 
free indulgence which was con:sidered per
fectly prop8r upon traillillg day. Mr. 
Tucker, the hero of the story, was one of 
those who upon this <-ertain occasion im
bibed freely, and after the day's marching 
and parading was over, while in one or 
the stores at this village where were con
grega ted the young men and boys, brim 
full of fun, he fell asleep. The boys cap
tUl'ell hilS guu and ill it, ovel' a good 
charge of powder, they rammed a wad of 
punk, and on this inflammable wad tbey 
pnt another charge of powder, t.hen punk 
1ind powder alternately, until the gun bar
rel was fi1led to tbe muzzle. Mr. Tucker 
upon awaking, threw his gun over his 
sh(,uld~'l' alld prepared to start upon his 
journey for West Hill, but not before the 
boys had managed to set fire to the first 
wau of punk which commenceu burning 
slowly. The militia man set his face 
towards the setting sun; when about half 
way up the first rise of the hill, near the 
cemetery, the first chargr of powder igni
teu and bang! went the gun. Mr. Tu~ker 
tnrned in amazement, examined the smok
ing muzzle, concluded the old thing had 

"hung fire" from the last volley, tOSSQd it 
back upon his shoulder and maJched on. 
About where Chloe Lankton now lives, 
the old flint lock asserted itself aQ'ain with 
a still more pJ'onounced bang! "Well," 
said Tucker, "that is the d-dest gun," 
bnt thinking there must be some mistake, 
he again came to a "right shoulder shift" 
and marched a few rods farther, when 
bang! went the mnsket ag'a,in. This was 
too much for endunuJcf', he gave the old 
thing a toss over into Capt. McNary'S 
field, exclaming," 'D-n the gun," and 
walked on. 'l'he gUll spoke out again, 
and Tucker, with eyes beginning to 
"bung out," accelerated his steps, but 
soon beard a final salute from the old fire
lock. Thinking the devil must have got 
into it, lest he might be overtaken by his 
satanic majesty, he struck a dead run, 
which he kept up until the height~ of 
West Hill were reached. when turning, he 
shook his fists in defiance of North End 
and all its im ps. Th!:' youngsters had 
been witnesses to the workiJ'gs of thl:' 
whole plot, and 1'01' many year;,; a laugh 
could be raised a,t the mere:st mention of 
"Tucker's gun." 

Walking up a small hill a short distance 
from Mr. Burwell's house, we come in full 
view of the beautiful lake, commonly 
known as West Hill Pond. Tbis natUl'al 
sheet of water must have a history most 
interesting could it he told complete. 
Some facts can be given in regard to it, 
and another number will contain them. 

NUMBER T<:lGHT. 

The sheet of water in the north west
ern part of the town was called Wonk
sunk-munk, or Wnnksrrnk-a-mug, by the 
Indians before the place was inhabited by 
white settlers. I~ the early records of the 
town, at the timE' of its survey for home 
lots and highways in 1734, this is referred 
Lo as "a large pond called by the Indians, 
Wonksunk-a-munk." 

Daniel Shepard who came from Farm
ington in 1738, in 1748 removed to the 
ealSt shore of the lake and was, so far as 
known, the first white settIE\r on its banks. 
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His farm in this vicinity comprised 48 
acres, more or less, and his dwelling was 
situated. not far from the farm now OWll
ed'by Joseph and J. Henry Merrill, farth
er nOi'th, and on the west tlide of the road. 
He died August 18, 1784. He had a son 
and a grandson who bore his name, and 
other deRcendant.s who remained for many 
years dwellers 11ear thp Jake. From this 
family came the name "Shepard's Pond" 
which was for years the local designation 
of the sheet of water. As the Shepard 
family removed from the neighborhood, 
and !!radually ceased to be identified with 
it, the llame of "West Hill Pond" came 
into common acceptation. After all these 
changes would it not be well to call thi$ 
beautiful lake by its original name, W ouk
8unkmunk? 

The origin and meaning of this I1ame 
has remained buried in the obscurit,y of 
some old Tunxis tradition. Dr. Trumbull, 
who has published a volume Oil Indian 
names, gives this olle IIO satisfactory 
meaning. 'Ihere is a legend that all old 
Indian Chief by the name of "SUllk-a.-mug" 

. once lived hereabouts, and was buri(old OIl 

Pike Island, near the present residence of 
Frederick Merrill. From him the lake 
may have taken its original apellation, 
but this can be at the best, only conjec
ture. 

Some sixty years ago, Hiram Driggs 
and William Hart, (father of rrrumall 
Hart), carried a chain on the ice and 
measllred the lake, which is a mile and a 
!taU III length, and a half mile at its great
est width, while seventy-two feet is the 
deepest known sounding. Loon Island, 
near thfl western shore, now nearly sub
merged, formerly had an area of a half 
acre, and some fifty years ago there was a 
building upon it,erected by Alpheus Spen
cer for a shop in which he made clock pins 
of ivy or laurel wood. It wa.s afterwards 
used as a bunting and fishing lodge for 
the accommodation of those who visited 
the place in quest of game. The building 
was afterwards removed to Eaton Hill aHd 
a dwelling made of it. 

Wild geese, ducks and loons abounded 
blare, and the waters were well stocked 

with pickerel, perch, sllcJ{erS and bull
heads. About sixteen years sirlCe, black 
bass were intl'oduced into the lake, and 
for three years the catching of them wa:,; 
prohibi.ted. It was thought, by some, 
that the bass would exterminate the 
pickerel, but such has not been the case, 
the lat.ter, being a quicker fish in their 
motions than the bass, al'f' still abundant 
in the!r old haunts. 

A steam saw mill was built on the west. 
side of the lake in J 864 by Horace F. 
Merrill, and about one hundred acres of 
land were cleared. The mill was burned 
and the land, now cl)vered with a thick 
new growth, is one of the best blackberry 
fields to be found. So far as is Imown 
there was never a person drowned in the 
lake. About thirty years ago, Augustus 
rryler, now of Colebrook, broke in while 
fh;hing on the ice, and was rescued in an 
exhausted condition by Luther Barrett 
who heard his cries while passing. 

III the SllmmeI' season, the thick groves 
on the shores of the lake are the most 
b..,autiful resort imaginable, and are fre
q uented by fishing and picn ic parties fl om 
far and Ileal', 

In 1880, there were no less than forty
seven boats on the lake, most of them to 
let by those who had snmmer lodges on 
the shores to accommodate plel-Lsure part
ie". There a.re several private boat 
houses, owned by citizens in town,
among these is one belonging to the au
thoress, Mrs. Julie P. Smith. So clear is 
the water, that objects are visible to a 
great depth, and Truman Hart relates 
that once while hunting from a boat, he 
dropped his rifle, and diving twenty-two 
feet, pulled it up by main strength from 
the bottom where it had lodged. "SUCK

er Brook," sometimes called an inlet, is 
only a connecting link wit h a swamp ly
ing near on the west shore. The outlet of 
the lake is "Pond BrOOk," which empties 
into MOl'gl:1.ll river near the Paul Roberts 
place, now owned by Aaron Lane. 

In 1864, the Greeuwoods Scythe Co, 
purchased the right to dam this outlet, to 
compensate the Greenwoods Cotton Mills 
for water used during the months of June, 
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July and August, when by terms of agree
ment, they (the :::lcythe Co.) were debarred 
from using the water from the Green
woods pond. When the Gt'eenwoods Co. 
bought out the Scythe CO.'s works, they 
took this privilege, and in 1876, for 
safety, at an expense of $1,200, put in a 
permanent stone bulk-head at the outlet 
of the lake. This raises the surface of 
the water nine feet, thereby submerging 
Loon Island. The Greenwoods Company 
have a gate about twenty-four inches 
squa.re, by which they draw the water in 
ca.se of exigency, when their Otis reser
voir fails to furnish sufficient extra sup
ply. A gate-keeper remains in charge of 
the outlet. When this nine feet of water 
has been exhausted, the spdngs will not 
again fill the basin, but it must remain in 
its lowered condition until heavy rains 01' 

melting snows restore the needed !>UIJply. 

NUMBER NINE. 

Approaching lake Wonksunkmunk from 
the east, about a quartet· of a mile before 
the lake is reached, a road runs north and 
south. 'rurlllng to the north, a few rods 
from the· intel'section, there stands all old
fashioned fat'm house, occupied by the 
sons of Captain Norman Merrill, Joseph 
and. J. Henry, and their sister Kate. 
Captain Merrill, who uied May 5,1874, 
will be mentioneJ more fully in a future 
number. His widow, Mrs. Anna Merrill, 
died in this house, Oct. 30, 1882, at the 
age of 93. rrhis place was formerly own
ed by her father, Roswell Marsh, who 
married Anna Crow, the house having 
been lmilt by Job Marsh, the fat.her of 
Roswell. Mrs. Merrill was bom in this 
house, as was her father. She was the 
oldest of five children, one son and four 
u:~ughters. The son was drowned when 
quite young by falling into a tub of apple 
juice in the cit1er mill near the house. 
This old cider mill is one of the relics of a 
former generation. The apples are 
thrown in a circula.r trough, within which 
H. large wheel, made of heavy timbers, is 
rolled by horse power, thus crushing them 

to a pomace which is removed to a preSSt 
near by. Many years ago this kind of 
cider mill was common, now this is the 
only one left in town. Roswell Marsh 
died Sep. 26, 1843, at the age of 83. 

Maria, the second daughter rna rried Ira 
Seymour; Fanny married Truman 
Kellogg, and is now living on the road be
tween Town Hill and Nepaug. She is the 
mother of Mrs. Orvis Griggs, and of Frank 
Kellogg, her nearest nei~hbor. Sabrina 
was the first wife of the late James F. 
H6nderson, Esq., a merchant and manu
fact.urer in the village of Nepaug. Job 
Marsh, the buildel' of this house, was the 
second son of the original proprietor and 
settler Jonathan, by his second wife. He 
died Sap. 22d, 1822, at the age of 93. 

Beyond this place, about 30 rod8 to the 
north, was a house owned and occupied 
by Ely Andrus~. who moved away, and 
t,he place was bought by Roswell Marsh. 
The house is now torn down, though a. 
portion of the chimney is still standing. 
A few rods north of the Merrill place, 
on the opposite side of the road, was the 
place of Daniel Shepard,mentioned in the 
last number of this series as having given 
his name to the lake. 

The next house beyond Daniel Shep
ard's was that of Samuel Kelley, whose 
wife was Polly Wa.rd, a sister of the wife 
of Ashbel Marsh, Sen. They removed to 
the west many years ago. A little be
yond this, was a small log (~abin, in which 
Iived a family by the name of Foote. A 
short distance from there, was another log 
cabin occupied by Israel Griffin, and still 
farther on another, in which LomeI' Grif
fin lived. 

Turning back towards the south, after 
pas~illg the Capt. Norman Merrill plactl, 
just beyond the road to the east, was, 
many years ago, a house owned and occu
pied by John Marsh, the older brother of 
Job. He had four children-Nathaniel, 
Ja,mes, Caleb and Harriet. Mr. Marsh re
moved to Bridgewater, N. Y., with his son 
James. in the latter part of the last cen·· 
turYi he died there in 1805, at the age of 
78. The bouse was torn down in 1849. 

I 
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ThA house 8.t the south end of the lake, 
where Henry J. Tucker now lives. was 
huilt by Asa Andruss about 1824. After 
the death of Mrs. Andruss, about 1830, 
the place Was bought by Richard Hop
kins, who died Nov. 4, 1867. After the 
death of his miuor SO"ol, William B. in 
1874, the place was sold to the present 
owner. 

In a house at the south of the lake, off 
in the lots, lived Job Marsh Jr., who died 
ill 1835. at the age of nparly eighty-nine 
years. His wiffl was Salome Beach of 
Goshen, wh€) dIed six years later, nearly 
seventy-eight years of age. They had 
eight children, viz: Patty, Candacf', 
Miles, Ebenezer, Elisha, Eliza, Hiram 
and Hila. 

A few rods fmther along was a house 
neal' the road, occupied by Amos Marsh, 
who also was a son of Job Marsh, Sen. 
Ehjah M:l.l'sh, another son, was, during 
the WR.r of the Revolution, a mariuer in 
the navy, and was captured on board the 
I:;nal<e by the vessel of war, Nancy Wan
ton, and was paroled at Saint Christophel' 
ill the Caribbep Islands, Dec. 29, 1779. 
by Wm. Matthew Burt, Esquire, Gover
nor-in· Chief and Captam General. He 
returned home and died upon the old 
homm;tead unmarried. 

'1'he hou~e and farm IIOW occupied by 
John M. Andruss was formerly owned by t 

John Roberts, who had a son John. Mr. 
Roberts sold the plaee to Chauncy Eaton, 
who died in 1871, the. property still be
longs to his estate. We are now very 
near the '1'orrington line,and scarcely half 
a mile from the point upon which rest the 
corners of the four towns-New Hartford, 
Barkhamsted, Winchester and Torring. 
ton. 

Now let us retrace om' steps, passing to 
the Eouth of the lake, and the house of 
Henry J. Tucker, near which are the pic
nie grounds and boat houses for the ac
commodation of hunters, fishf'rmen and 
pleasure seekers. These grounds are in a 
grove at the extreme southern end of the 
lake, where its wholfl length and breath 
can be readily seen from the banks. 

The first place east of Henry Tucker's 

is that of his father, mentioned in Num
bel' Seven as Benjamin 'rucker, Jr. He 
married Rosolia Avery, and ihey h;,ve 
had five children, viz: Ann married 
Warren A. Jones, and is now living in 
Bakervillf\; Sophia married Geo. B. Clark, 
she died in Forestville, in 1859; Betsey 
married her cousin Leonard 'l'ucker, Jr., 
and is now living in California; Frank and 
Henry J. 

Mr. Tucker died Sept. 2, 1882, at the 
age of 76. His widow still resides upon 
the place. 'l'he house, wbieh is an old
fa~hioned red one, was formerly owned 
and built by Nehemiah Andruss, the 
father of Asa, praviuusly mentioned. Be 
died in 1828 at the age of eighty-five, and 
afterwards his SOll Isaac lived there. 

A few rods beyond this house. in the 
hollow, is located the West Hill sehool 
h9use, which stands neal' School House 
brook. This is probably the second 
school houlle, as it W8,S built in 1816. 
The first school house was located further 
alol1g, Ileal' the old Lankton place, uud 
was probably built not long after 1770, 
when the West Hill district was set off by 
a vote of the town. In the early days of the 
district, schools were held ill tizle houses 
of inhabitants designated by a committee 
appointed at town 01' society meoting. 

About. half way up the hill which rises 
from the brook, stood, until the fall of 
1881, the small house of JOReph Lauktoll, 
the father of Chloe, wbo is known far and 
neal' as the patient sufferer. Mr. Lankton 
was a tall, 18rge man, good natured and 
full of anecdote. He was a shoemaker. 
He died in Lhis house March 7, 1858, 
only three months after his wife. They 
were each 82 years of age, having lived 
together 61 years, lacking but one rr.onth. 
In this house Chloe suffered h'om 1829 to 
1865, when she was removed to her.' 
pre8ent residence near Korth Village, 
which was formerly the North End dis
trict school house. 

Chloe was born in Burlingtou Feb, 26. 
1812. In 1821 she came with her pa
rents from 'rorringford, whele they had 
lived six years. When she was 17 years 
of· age, with some of her school-mates she 
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went from the school house to the brook 
to wash her slate. While thus occupied 
she slipped and fell, hurting her spine. 
'l'his injury, aggravated by hereditary 
scrofula, brought on the disability from 
which she has been a helpless invalid for 
half a century. For two or three years 
by the aid of a staff, she could get about 
a little. When she was twenty years old 
she was confined to her bed, from which 
she has hardly risen since. In July it will 
be fifty years since she has stood upon 
her feet. Her mind is clear and in dispo
sition she is always cheerful. In a reclin
ing pOSition she sews and works all man
[Jer of useful aHd ornamental articles, and 
in little drawers, cupboards, nooks and 
crannies npar the head of her bed, she is 
surrounded with innumerablfl little con
venient and pretty articles which she has 
made with her skillful, busy fingers, or 
which have been presented to her. Of 
the six daughters of her parents. Chloe is 
the only one remaining-three having 
dit'd of scrofnlous consumption and two 
of canCel.. 

Josflph Lankton purchased I.his house 
of Esquire William Battel. Elisha Row
ley had previously lived there, as had Asa 
Baker, the father of William Swayze 
Baker. Mr. Baker was a shoemaker. 
The house was for some years occupied 
by another shoemaker, Israel Gross, who 
removed to Torringford. Mr. Gross went 
about from house to hOllse making 3nd 
repairing shoes, which W;lS the custom 
seventy-five years ago. 

On up the hill,nearly a quarter of a 
mile, are thEl ruins of the house, fot'merly 
the Captain Sylvester Seymour place. 
Thi~ hi its day was a handsome house, 
with a large piazza on two :sidi"\R, occupy
ing a very sightly position, and waH re
garded as olle of the finest places in town. 
Cltpt. Seymour was the grandson of John 
Seymour, of whom an account was given 
in Number Seven. Capt. Sylvester Sey
mour was considered one of the best 
farmers in this region, and gave much 
attention, amon!! other things, to :-heep 
ralslllg. He was also a road contractor, 
and by this mean>; made a great portion of 

his propert.y. Capt. Heymour, who died 
in 1828, at the age of sixty-two years, 
married Lucretia Cook. She died in 
1849 at the age of seventy-five. Their 
children were Henry, Edward, Mary Ann, 
who married a Mr. Herrick of Penn
sylvania; Electa never married; SylveRter, 
who died in New York ;~William, who 
died in Markezan~ Wis., a few years since; 
Nancy never married; Th.)mas, who died 
in Meadville,Pa., and Elizabeth who never 
married. All these brothers and sisters 
are now dead. '1'he old house, which had 
gone to decay. was ta,ken uown in the 
spring of 1882. The chimney is still 
standing to mark the spot where once 
stood the residence of one of New Hart
ford's most prosperous farmel's. 

NUMBER TEN. 

Lieut. Uriah Seymour, mentioned in the 
last number, lived about six rods to the 
llorth of his son, Syi vester. The house 
disappeared man.\' yeat's ag:o, though an 
indentation in the ground shows plainly 
where the cellar has been filled and lev
eled off, the OUtlillfl of the foundation be
ing still distinct. An old well, very near, 
yet remains partly open. Uriah Seymour 
was a man of intelligenlle alld influenee 
iII town matters. He commanded as 
Lieut. a detachment of mounted mell who 
volunteered fot' the relid of Charlestown 
in 1775. He was a son of Johll Seymour 
previously mentioned. 

A few rods directly east of these two 
old Seymour places, is the house and 
farm owned, 75 years ago, bv EsqUIre 
Chauncey Seymour. another son of Uriah. 
He, like his father, was a man of intelli
gence and influence, and held va"dous 
offices of honor and profit in the town. 
He represented the town in the legisla
ture in 1810, '12 and '13. He took a 
lively interest in education, and for many 
yeHrs was acting school visitor. He was 
also Justice of the Peace, and held other 
offices in the gift of his townsmQn. Like 
hi!'! brother, "Captain 'Vest," as he was 
famiLal'ly called, the 'Squire was a very 
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thorough-going farmer, and was' noted for 
k@eping the best of stoclt. 

In an old account book of Rev. Jonathan 
Marsh. the first miniRter settled in New 
Hartford: (presented to the writer by Mr. 
J. S. Watson, of Hartford). is found 
the following somewhat curiou~ entry: 
"June 3. 178~5. Chauneey SE\ymour, Dr., 
to marrying you-6 s." He was the 
father of three sons and six daughters. 
of whom, Nancymal'ried Warren Wheeler; 
Ira was mentioned in the last number; 
Polly married 'rertius Wadsworth, Esq., 
a prosperous business and public man in 
North Village; Lovisa married Perry 
Moore, now living in New Britain; Elbr.a 
and Sally married in succession Royal I. 
Watson. well known a few years ago in 
the south part of the town; Chauncy, Jr. ; 
Isabella never married. and Sedgwick who 
lived upon the place and died in 1859. 
The latter was the father of Mrs. H. H. 
Stone of this town, and of Hudson M. 
Seymour who, with his mother, now lives 
upon the place. The house, though built 
many years ago, has beeu well cared for, 
and still presents a thrifty, well-preserved 
appearance. Its origin.al owner Ilied in 
1839. 

The next place 0n this road is that of 
the late John Blakesley, built by him in 
1842. His wife, who survives him and 
still lives on the place, was the daughter 
of William Hart, a shoemaker, well known 
about here not many years ago. Mr. 
Blakesley was an industrious, honest man, 
and although be had but an acre and a 
half of land, he always found enough to 
do upon it, and his place, for neatness and 
high culture, could not be excelled in 
Litchfield County. It was by many con
sidered a trent to look his little place over, 
so nicely was everything kept. He raised 
celery, garden vegetables and some to
bacco, and from his own exclusive pro
duction made very good cigars. He died 
suddenly of heart disease while working 
in his garden July 4, 1881. 

Arrivillg now at the forks of the road 
where L. Barrett lives, we will return to 
the Captain Seymeur place, and going di
rectly south half a mile, we come to the 

place where stood thfl house of Roger 
Olmsted. He removed to the West, and 
the place was bought by Esq. ,Tames 
Thorp who died there in Now.mber, 1849. 
Esq. Thorp who was a son of Col. Earles 
Thorp, was a man of more than ordi 
nary intelligence. He studied medicine 
with Dr. Abernethy on Town Hill, but 
never practiced as a physician. In his 
younger days he taught school. He was 
Justice of the Peace, represented the 
town in the legislature from 1832 to 
1835, and filled 0tLter offices in the tOWll. 
He had two daughters, one of whom, Mon
imia J., marl'led Hora~e Goodwin. the 
other died unmarried. This place h<ts 
been owned by different persons since 
Esq. Thorp's death, among whom werfl 
Col. Bil'dsey Norton of Goshen, and 
Samuel Allen. The old house was burned 
in the spring of 1863. The house llOW 

stauding on the farm was built by Bar
tholomew Finnan, Its present owner. 

NUMBER ELEVEN. 

From the Esq. Thorp place, the road 
curved gradually to t he east, and on about 
half a mile,is real\hed 11 fine-Iookiug wlute 
farm house, which was built about. 1815, 
by Captain Norman Merrill. Before this 
house there stood, almost upon the :sam", 
grounll, though a few feet to the we"t, an 
old house which was occupied several 
y~a1'8 by Capt. Merrill before he tore it 
down to make room for the new Olle 

This old house was occupied by Beujami~ 
Henshaw. Col. Earles Thorp once owned 
the place and removed from it to Town 
Hill. Joshua Cady also owned the place. 
Mrs. Anna Mel'l'ill, the widow of Captain 
Norman, said she had heard the old house 
was built by Ash bel Andruss. Captain 
Merrill pUl'cbasl:'d the place of his father
in-law, Roswell Marbh, and lived there 
until May, 1846, when he removed to 
the R. Marsh place near Lake Wonksunk
munk-his son R. Marsh Merrill removing 
to it from the latter place in transfer. In 
this house nine of his eleven children 
were born, of whom seven are still living, 
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as follows: Candace, the widow of Gor
don W. Henderson; Frederick,Norman B., 
Augustus, (now of Thomaston), Joseph, 
J. Hellry, and Kate. Those who have 
died are R. Marsh, Fayette, Frank and 
Anna, (Mrs. Shubael H. Henderson). 
Captain Merrill, who commanded a horse 
company during the palmy days of 
Connecticut militia, was for many y~ars 
a selectman, served several years in the 
legislature, and held other town offices. 
He was an enterprising mau, and made 
a good deal of money by contracting for 
the uuilding of roads, dams and bridges. 
He die,l May 4th, 1861, instead of 1774, 
as wa,~ erroneously stltted in No.9 of this 
series. Roswell Marsh Merrill, the oldest 
son of the latter, resided upon the place 
until his death Oct. 10, 1865. His wid
ow, two sons and a dauglJter, continued 
residing there unti11875, when they sold 
the farm and removed to Hartford. Her
man Clark now lives upon the place, 
though the property is owned by William 
Cha.piIl of Slleffield, Mass. The cider 
mill, a few rods to the east, was built in 
1832. by Captain Merrill. It stands Ileal' 
where the road turns oft to the Captain 
Pitts Goodwin place. 

About a quarter of a mile south, on the 
west side of the I'oad, an old cellar-place 
has, for many year~, marked the spot 
where once stuod the Chapman place, so 
called. rrhis Mr. Chapman had three 
daughters; one married Jesse Gilbert. 
one a Mr. Colton, and another Mr. Neal. 

A few rods below, on the opposite side 
of the road, remain the marks of what 
was known as the Stevens housE'. Nearly 
opposite, once stood a house called the 
Filly house. Very near this l'Ipot still 
rl'ma.ins an olJ well which was dug with 
a wooden shovel by Mrs. Merrill, the 
mother of Mrs. Filly and Dr. ElJad 
Merrill. 

A few rods from this, stands a small 
white house, built in 1851 by Augustus 
Merrill. The house stands upon the cel
lar of the old. Jesse Gilbert place, which 
was torn down in 1840. Mr. Gilbert 
bought the place in 1794 of Benjamin 
Henshaw. The old house waS occupied 

many years by Giles Cone, whose wife 
was an adopted daughter of Jesse Gilbert. 
t:ome distance below, on the opposite 
side, was an old house occupied, many 
years ago, by "Deacon" Filly. He was 
the brother-in-law of Dr. Eldad Merrill, 
and had a son Eldad. 

The large red house, now owned and 
occupied by Frederick Merrill, a short 
dista.nce from the old Deacon Filly cellar, 
is one of the historic pla,ces of t.he town. 
It was built, probably aoout 1746, by 
Lieut. Joseph Merrill, who was the oldest 
son of Joseph Merrill, the pioneer settler. 
His son-in-law, the late Rev. Frederick 
Marsh, of Winchester, in a manm;cript 
record, (now jn the possession of Mr. 
Marsh's grandson, Geo. M. Carrington, 
Esq., of Winsted), writes of him: "Joseph 
Merrill, Jun'r., was an industrious and 
respectable farmer and mechanic (shoe
maker) and lived one and one-half miles 
S. W. of the meeting house on Town Hill." 
His wife was Lydia, daughter of Elijah 
Flower, who lived ill North village in the 
house whi(·.h was torn down thirty or forty 
years ago by Wilson B. ~pring, who built 
upon its cellar the house which stands to 
the north of, and opposite, the H'f'd & 
Conn. Western deI?ot. Joseph MerrIll, 
Jr., died in March, 1821, at tbe age of 
seventy-six, and his wife died the mont.h 
previous, at the age of seventy-two. They 
raiset1 a famIly of fOUl' daughters, of whom 
Lydia. mal'l'ied Harvey Badd; Sylvia, Rev, 
Moses Gillett; Parnal, Rev. Frederick 
Mar~h; and Jerusha, Daniel Lyman. Af
ter Lieut. Merrill died, his son-in-law, 
Harvey Sadd, lived there. 

Dllriug the small pox epidemic of 1792 
this house was used as a hospital, and 
many stricken with this dread disease 
were taken there for treatment. Tbe 
house is still in an excellent ~tate of pre
servation, presents a good appearance 
outside and is well kept and comfortable 
inside. 

The present owner of the place, Fred
erick Merrill, son of Capt. Norman, pur
chased it forty-five years ago, and fitted 
it up for his bride, Elir:abetb, daul-(hter of 
Schuyler Holcomb. Here they were mal'
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ried in 1838, and have spent their wed- of the present day, but was exceJl6nt to 
ded life. Mr. Merrill was for many years cut. Capt. Newell had three sons, of 
a school tea.cher in this and adjacent whom William Jr., removed to the west; 
towns, and is remembered and respectad Henry married Capt. Cook's daughter 
by large numbers of men and women now 
in the prime of life, as a successful and 
dignified master, who ruled the most tur
bulent spirits by tha wand of affection 
r~.t.het than the too common birch-rod. 

We have now arrived at the cross-roads 
where a b~idge spans West, or Carter, 
brook. In the southeaste,rn angle of these 
roads 8tands a red house, which was built 
by Joseph Merrill for Harvey Sadd, who 
lived there uutil the death of his father
in-law. Mr. Sadd was a silversmith, and 
had a shop and water power on the brook 
just north of the house. Mr. Ashbel 
Marsh hdS a couple of solid silver spoons 
made by Mr. Baud in this shop. He also 
had all iron foundry there which was in 
operation within -fifty years. In this 
foundry he made stoves, pots, kettles, ete. 
Mr. Sadd was the 1hst man to bring Mtoves 
illto New Hartford, he bought them ill 
Canaan and sold them to several of the 
inhabitanttl. This was befere he com
menced makillg them. In those days, the 
old-fashiolled fire-places were the ouly 
means of heating houses or cooking food. 

Harvey Baud came to New Hartford 
ft'om East Windtiol'. In 1829 he removed 
with his family to Austinburg, Ohio, 
where he died in 1840 at the H{ZO of sixty-

Laura, he died souto while peddling; 
and "Roger, who went to Scott's Swamp, 
Farmington. He also had two daughters 
- Nancy and Dolly. The old house, which 
was built betweell ninety and one hUIl
dred yea1"S ago by Bildad Merrill, a.n uncle 
of- the late Martin Merrill, was taken down 
by the prese~t owner of the place, who 
bUIlt the one now standing in 1863. 
Norman B. Merrill is a son of Capt. Nor
man, and like his brother Frederick, has 
been a successful school teacher. He has 
been for several years secretary of the 
Board of School Visitors; has represented 
the town in the legislature; for several 
years Town Clerk, and has heid other of
fices of trust. His wife is thtl youngest 
daughter of Rev. Amasa Jerome. They 
had a family of threu sons and olle daugh
ter, all of whom, but one, have gone 
away from home to live. 

On the corner of this road, leadin~ due 
east across to the Town Hill road (now 
abandoned and gl'own up to bushes), was 
a house built by Elisha Pettibone who I'e
moved to Barkhamsted. The place wail 
afterwal'ds kuown as the BI'istol Dawson 
plactl, a mall by that Ilame having lived 
there. Aftel' Bristol Dawsoll, thilt honse 
was occupied by Chester Douglass. Bena

four years. His wife died in 1943. They jah Douglass, oldest SOli of the lattel', 
had eight e:hildren, of whom Geo. F. Sadd, 
now of Ge~leva, 0., who married Jane 
Strot'lg, Ilwutioned in Number six 
was the youngest. The place is uow 
owned by N, B. Merrill, and has been oc
cupied by differeut families for the past 
twenty years. 

Further on to the southeast, near the 
house now. owned and occupied by Nor
man B. Merrill. was an old house oceu
pied seventy-five years ago, by Capt. Wlll. 

sel'ved an appr~nticeship with Wm. Daw
son, son of Brititol, confectiou~r, in New 
Haven. He now has a large establish
meut, I.md sond.s out four-horse teams all 
over the state with his canuy, etc. Abra
ham Hemmingway Ii veti iu the house 
afterwards. The house was tOI'O dowu 
about forty years ago. 

Beyond here, where the Town Hill road 
forks in, opposite the f}'l'uman Kellogg 
place, was a house occupi ...d by Isaac 

Newell, who was a blacksmith, and work-' Cadwell, but it was toru down many years 
ed near by. Mr. Ashbel Marsh tells of a ago by Deacon James Merrill. The house 
scythe made by him on his anvil, for Mr. now owned by the widow of 'l'ruman Kal
Marsh's father, upon which could be seen logg, was oWlled, seventy-five years ago, 
every blow of the hammer. It was rough by Abijah Moore. He had four sons
ill appearance as compared with scythes Abijah, Orrin, Allen and Perry. The first 
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three removed to the West, and the last 
went to New Britain, where he now re
sides. Mr. Moore had six daugbters. 
Abigail married John 8trong, Phoobe mar
ried a Benham, Sarah malried Aaron Hen
derson, Triphenia marl'ied Jeduthun Wil
son, Almira marrieu Andrew Winslow, 

Captain Phineas Merrill was an officer in 
the war of the Revolution. He held the 
rank of Captain and Conductor of team
sters, under the command of Col, Jere
miah Wadsworth of Hartford, Com mis
sary of the St,ate of Connecticut. 

The next house, on the same side of the 
and after his death a Mr. Burdick; Lu-' : road, some twenty rods to the north, was 
cretia married Wm. Smith of New Britain, 
and Nancy, Joseph Cowles-they were the 
parents of Mrs. Hiram F. Smith, now liv
ing in the south part of the town, 

This number has taken U8 away from 
West Hill, where we shall return some 
future day and finish up the ground in 
that pleasant region. 

NUMBER TWELVE. 

At the Truman Kellogg place cornEll', 
we turn to the northeast towal'dlS Town 
Hill, and the first house we come to is the 
one now owned by Deacon James Merrill. 
thongh lIot oceupied by him. Dea. Mflr
rill married for his first wife Julia, the 
daughter of Phineas Holcomb, of West 
Hill. He has oue son, Marshall, now liv
ing in Winsted, and four daughters. The 

, daughters are Emeline, who married the 
late Il'a Merrill; Harriet married the late 
James Kellogg; Frances married Leonard 
W. Kellogg of New Haven, and Julia A. 
married John pony, a lawyer, now living 
in Chic'l.go. The present owner of this 
farm, who now lives with hi!'! uaughte:r, 
MI'S. Harriet Kellogg at Nepaug, is the 
son of Capt. Phineas Merrill. The latter 
built the house about 1825,' and liv~d 

upon the place until his death, March ~n, 
1828. He was married in 1781 to Anna 
Buell of Litchfield, a descendant of John 
Buell, the fir8t white settler in that· town. 
She died in thi~ house, September 4, 
1855, nt the age of ninety-eight. They 
had two daughters-Candace, who mar
ried Joseph Gilbert, and removed to Mich
igan, where she died; Harriet, who mar
ried Roger Mills, Esq., a lawyer, who 
lived for many years and died in North 
Village; the three sons-Norman and 
James, both previously mentioned; and 
Henry. 'fhe last named died when a child. 

built in 1855, by Marshall Merrill, son of 
Deacon James. It stands a few feet back 
of where a house once stood, which was 
the borne of his great grandfatller, Joseph 
Merrill, Sen., o.ne of the pioneer settlers 
of New Hartford. This old house was 
probably one of the very first dwellings 
erected in the town. Here the old settler 
lived, and here he died Oct. 13, 1788, 
aged eighty-two years. He had three 
wives; the first, Mary, probably died 
before he removed from Hartford in 
1734. His second wife was Abigail 
Stone of Guilford, and the third wife was 
Martha, the widow of David Chapins, }\ 
soldier who lost his life in the expeditioq 
against HavanR, under Gen. Lyman, in 
1762. A detachment of sixteeu young 
men from New Hartford went in this ex
pedition. of whom but one, Benjamin 
Merrill, lived to return. 

It is to be regretted that the names of 
all of these young soldiers cannot be pre
t-flrved. A diligent search among the 
records at Hartford, discloses the follow
ing, which are all that can be found, viz: 
Michael Me'rrill (son of Joseph), Eliakim 
Merrill, DaviJ. Chapins, Zebulon Shepard, 
Joseph Watson, Nathaniel Wilcox, Gideon 
Smith, John Miller and Joseph Whiting 
Marsh. The last named was the son of 
Rev. Jonathan Marsh, and the :fir'st New 
Hartford'graduate of Yale College. 

By his fil'St wife, Joseph Merrill had 
one daughter-Clemence, or Clement, 
who married Deacon Noah Kellogg; by 
his second wife: to whom he was married 
"March' ye last day, 1742." he had four 
sons and four daughters; Joseph, Jr., of 
whom some account is given in last num
ber, died upon the Havana. expedition 
S(1pt. 5, 1762; Phim1as; and James, who 
lived at Sandisfield, Mass., and at Balls
ton Spa, N. Y.; Mary married Ichabod 
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Merrill, (the father of Deacon Joseph and 
Eli. Sen.;) Abigail married Eli Andrns; 
Mercy married Captain Titus Watson of 
Norfolk, an officer of the Revolut.ion; 
Prudence married Asathel Humphrf"Y I 
Esq., of Norfolk; Joanna married Jonas 
Safford, and lived in Ponltney, Vt., from 
whence they removed to Gallipolis, Ohio. 
His wife Abhrail, died May 3d, 1768, 
and lies buried by his side in the Town 
Hill burying ground. By his third wife, 
he had one son Michael, who studied 
medicine, and practiced his profession in 
Great .Barrington, Mass. This Joseph 
Merrill Sen., was the son of Deacon 
Abraham Merrill of Hartford, oue of the 
proprietors of New Hartford, and grand
son of John Merrill Esq., also of Hart
fOt·d. 

Just beyond the Joseph Mel'rill home
stead, on the east side of the highway, 
seventy-fi ve years ago, was a house oocu
pied by Bellja.min Skinner, who was' a 
weaver, and afterwa.rds removed to Korth 
End, and worked as miller in a grist 
mill which stood on Spruce Brook, just 
below what is known as the Simons place. 
This house was once struck by lightning, 
Mr. Skinner was prostrated but not killed. 
The writer has been unable to learn who 
owued this house, 01' when it was built. 

A little Jurther on, about where Marsh
all Merrill's barn now stands, was, many 
years ago, a house occupied by Dr. Josiah 
Hatch, who mal'l'ied Elizabeth, sister of 
Moses and Elias Kellogg, and aftor sev
eral years practice iu New Hartford, re
moved to Granville, Mass. 

Some twenty-five rods above the last 
named place, on the east side, at the an
gle of the road, once stood a house occu
pied by Moses Marsh, a shoemaker, son 
Qf the proprietor, Jonathan Marsh. He 
died more than eighty years ago, but bis 
daughters lived there years after his 
death. He had a numerous family, three 
of whom died young; the othel's were
Sarah, who married David Covil, removed 
to the West; Anna. married Allen Good
win, and was the mother of Horace Good
win, a silversmith. in Hartford; Amy, 
married Eli Seymour, of W ~st Hartford; 

Lucy, (twin to Amy), married Theodorp 
Lee; Lois, married J ohll Seymour; Han
nah; Moses, who died in Ha.rtford, a. 
young man. Afterwards, Eliphalet En
sign bought this place, and with his wife 
lived there until they both died, then tht 
house was torn down. There is but little 
left to show where the last three mention
ed houses stood, yet it seemed necessary 
to mention the fact of their former ex
istence. 

We are now approaching Town Hill, 
ccmcerning which loeality additional in
teresting facts will be given. 

NUMBER THIRTEEN. 

Approaching Town Hill from the Joseph 
Merrill farm, the first house reached, is 
the small white one, now owned and oc
cupied by James Dugan. This house was 
built by its present owner, a previous 
dwelling having burned upon the place. 
The original house is supposed to have 
been built by Dea. Noah Kellogg for his 
son-in-law, David Wheeler, who lived 
there. 'ritus, Woodruff once owned tlle 
place, and with his lhl'ee sons and six 
daughters, lived upon it. Ris sons were 
Solomon, John and Wareham, the latter 
now living in Griffin, Georgia. His 
daughters were Caroline, who married 
William Steele the son of Zadoc; Orrill, 
who married Chas. D. Kellogg; Flora, 
who married Simeon Loomis, and is now 
livin" in New Britain; Abigail, who mar
ried Ammi Wilcox; Fidelia, who married 
David Benjamin, and Elleu, who married 
Chester Deming of Canaan. 'l'l!esu are 
all dead except Flora and Wareham. 
Mr. Woodruff removed to Goshen, about 
1847, where he died, and William Wedge 
became the purchaser of the place. It was 
owned for several Ytlars by John Wood
ruff, above mentioned, who died there iu 
1868. He was the father of Walter C. 
Woodruff, who with "his mother lives in 
North Village. After his death, the 
place WgS sold to the present owner. 

Nearly opposite the las~ mttntioned 
place, stands a modern white bouse, own
ed and occupied by Mrs. Emeline Merrill. 
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This hou~e was built in 1850. by Mrs. 
Merrill's husband, the late Ira Merrill, 
and his brother Eli J. '1'he house sta.nds 
nea.r the spot where formerly stood the 
residence of Dea. Noah Kellogg, who 
married, "November ye 18th, 1754," the 
eldest daughter of Joseph Merrill, men
tioned in the last number of this series. 
He was the son of Isaac Kellogg, an early 
settler of the town. Rev. Frederick 
Marsh, in his manuscript account of the 
early inhabitallts of New Hartford, say:;: of 
him: ';'1'his Mr. Kellogg a.ppea.red to me, 
"in my youthful days. to be a very grave, 
"sHiollS and exemplary man, less cheerful 
"and social than his brother Abraham." 
He lived, brought up his family, and died 
upon this place. He had three ~ons and 
six daughters. Of these Noah, Jr., .Tesse, 
Clemence, (Hurlburt), Anna (Th-raIl), 
and Hulda (Norton), removed West; 
Miriam married Noah Seymour; Sarah 
marril'd Daniel Sandiforth; Michael, the 
father of George Kellogg of Winsted, and 
Clarissa, who married David Wheeler, 
previously mentioned. Dea. K~llogg, who 
was a carpenter and joiner, died in 1806, 
after which, his son Michael lived upon 
the place 

On the nort.h side of the road, souie ten 
01' t.welve rods from the Ira Merrill place, 
was un old house occupied by Segur 
Steele. and afterwards by a elacksmith 
named Hibbard. His shop which stood 
near by, was afterwards removed by 
Eliphalet Ensign, and converted into a 
place for weaving. 

A very old dilapidated house, well to 
the west as the road turas to the north, 
indicates the former residence of Eli 
MerrIll, Sen., and his uncle, Joseph Mer
rill, 2d. The latter, who :was for years 
Deacon of the Town Hill church, and 
town clf'l'k from 1778 to 1783, was the 
son and successor upon the farm to Noah 
Merrill. one of the earliest ~ettlers of the 
town. Noah Merrill was the first man 
appointed Town Clerk of New Hal,tford, 
though hr never acted in that capacity, 
having died before he took the oath of 
office. He died in 1739, his having beeu 
the first death among the pioneers. It is 

supposed that he was taken to Hartford 
for burial. After his death, his wife rode 
horseback to Hartford and gave birth to 
a child, afterwards returning to her home 
in the wilderness, where she lived many 
years and. raised her family of four child
ren, viz: Ichabod, who lived on West 
Hill; Joseph 2d; Mehitable, who married 
William Seymour; and Noah, Jr. Eli 
Merrill, Sen., was the son of Ichabod. 
He went to live with his u~cle Joseph 2d, 
who' had no children, and took care of 
him in his declining years, and after his 
death succeeded to his estate. Eli Mer
rill, Sen., who mall'ied the daughter of 
Elihu Jones, who lived on West Hill, upon 
the place mentioned as the Wm. Markham 
place, previous to the ownership of Mr. 
Markham, was the father of Esther, the 
widow of Chester Rider, now living; 
Lydia B., who married Chas. Mathews; 
Ira; Eli J.; I. Riley, and Achsea, the wid
ow of John P. Kellogg. Within the mem
ory of Mr. Eli J. Merrill, who now owns 
this old farm, thel'e stood, about twelve 
rods east of the house, a monument, set 
tht:'re at the early survey of the town to 
mark t.he geographical center of New 
Hartford. The monument consisted of 
stones laid up, with a stak~ in t.he center. 
It was the origina.l intention to locate the 
meeting house near this point, but upon 
examination, the ground was thought to 
be too low and wet, so the stake was 
pitched on higher ground to the north, 
neal' the present Town Hill church. 

'fhe house' to the north, on the west 
side of the way, recently occupied by 
Wm. H. Ingham, was owned by Captain 
Elias Kellogg, the grandson of the pion eel' 
settlers, Isaac Kellogg a.nd Jonathan 
Marsh. He was the twin brother of 
Moses, and the father of Captain Chas. D. 
Kellogg, now living in Pine Meadow, who 
was his only child. He died in this house 
in 18~-{0. His son lived there several 
years and sold the place to Edwin Kel
logg, a son of Micha.el, who lived there 
several years. After he died his widow 
sold the place to Mr. Ingham.' The place 
whil!h is now unoc«uJli,ed, is owned by 
Chas. F. Maxfield. 

http:Micha.el
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The aal"ly settler, Isaa.c Kellogg, it is (twins), Phi6eas, Martin, Frederick W., 
supposed, was born in Hart.ford, and.came 'I'ruman, Sarah, who married. Martin 
from that place to this settlement. The Smith and removed to Ashtabula Co., 
writer can obtain no positive information Ohio; and Elizabeth, who married (late in 
as to the exact spot upon which he built life) Dr. Josiah Hatch, they removed to 
his house, though it seems probable that Gran ville, Mass. Phineas and Solomon 
be lived upon the lJlace now owned by Kellogg.. removed with theIr families to 
Mr. l-Iaxfield. He appears to have been Oneida county, New York, in 1788-89, 
about fQloty-five or fifty years of age when and founded a town, naming it from tIleir 
he removed to New Hartford. Most, if native place: "New Hartford." 
not all, of his children were born before Some thirty rods to the north of this 
coming here. Who his wife was, the place, stood the brick school house, which 
writer hlts been unable to learn, but was taken down twenty-five year" ago on 
througll the manuscript records of Rev. account of its insecurity, the walls having 
Fredet'ick 1'l'iar8h, considerable concerning begun to spread. Before this, {,here was 
him has !Jeen obtaiued. He was distill.- a school house a little further to the 
guished for his piety, good judgment, north,an old-fashioned gambrel roof build
fit'mness, and ability as a magistrate. His ing, pJ'obably the one which in town 
excellence of character and conduct were meeting in 1753 it was voted to build 
pl'overoial1oug after he was dead. He J "twenty-five feet lon~, sixteen feet wide 
was one of the two first representatives I "and seven and one-half feet betwef:'Il 
sent t.o the general assemb.1y from New "joints, to be set within twenty rods of 
Hartford, and was the fin;t Jm;tice of the "the meeting house," and which was com
Peace itJ this town, appointed upon pe-I plpted in 1756. '1'he present neat little 
tition of the inhabitants in 1745. In the I white school house, which stands nearly 
general assembly he must have attracteu opposite the sites of the former ones, was 
considerable attention, as he was called built ill 1860. 
npon to pray before that bouy. He died A little further to the north, and nearly 
about 1784,at whh·h time he was supposed opposite the present meeting house, was 
to have been nell,rly or quite ninety years the house of Horace Kellogg. He was 
of age. His children were Samuel, Abmm, the father of Frederick H., John P., 
Noail, I;;aac, A"hbel, Joseph, Mary Heury A., Virgil W. and Orpha A. Kel
(Birge), 'I'heoJosia (Marsn), Anlla(Crow), logg. 'I'he first of these was the child of 
Margal'et, Esthel', CO :1ran (Merrill of Ca.n- his first wife, who was Or·plH.t Pr;1 tt of 
ton), and Huldah (Benhalll); aJl of these ~rat\by. Fur his second WIfe be married 
chllJl'en, with the excl'ption of Malgaret Anult, the dau~hter of haac St('el(,. 
auJ EHthl't', grew up and hall falmlies or! Horace KE'l1ogg, likl:' his father, who livetl 
thei!' OWn. Most of lhem cOtJtillued to 1'e- : UPO,1! the place before him, wa~ 11 l'€l--pect

t;ide in this tOWlI, and will be melltioned I cd aud tlll'ifty fariner. Hiii Hither' v.. as 
more parti~ularly ill olbe!' llumbers of I Abraham Kellog-g, Jr., the brot/ipr or 
these sketches. IMoses and Eliuii, alJd hill molilel' was 

Abl'aham Kellogg, the second son of Samh Seymollr, the: daug-hl ('1' of Johu 
Isaac, malTied Sarah, the dalLghter- or Seymour. IllPlltiolied ill NumiJ!:'t· '1'1-'11 of 
JOllathan Marsh, ~en., and lived upon this series. After the death of 1I00'ace 
this place, when~ he I'aist'll a family of 
eleven chillheu. LiKe his father, he wa" 
a cheerful and agt·peable ma,n, tllOugh Hot 
so promi:.ent 111 public affair". lIe Ii vl'fl 
to be eighty-five yea!'s old. arid died JaIl
uary 13, 1806. His children WE're Es
ther, who rnal'l'ied Col. Aaron Austin; 
Abl'aham, Solomon, ~loses and Elias, 

Kellogg, the houl'ie was to!'!1 dowl!. 

NUMBER FOURTE~;N. 

We are again UpOtl the groulld where 
these arti(?le~ were commellc€'d, in the 
immediate vicinity vf the 'l'own Hillrueet
ing honse. Additional facts of intet'cst in 

http:assemb.1y
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regard to this building are, that it was 
built by one, Palmer, at a cost of $3,000, 
and the heavy stone for the ~eps and un
derpinning, were drawn on ox teams from 
Goshen, by Captain Pitts Goodwin and 
other citizens. 

Libert.y was granted, by a vote of the 
town. in 1761 "to any inhabitant to set 
"up a. Sabbath-day house not nearer the 
"meeting bou~e than ten rods." Of these 
there were three, the one immediately 
back of the old sanctnary, kn0wn as the 
"red Sabbath house," was mentioned in 
Number One of this series. 

We are indebted to Dr. John Yale of 
Ware, Mass., for the following informa
tion concerning it: "As to the old red 
"Sabbath house, which is now owned by 
"Mr. Harris, Lucy T. Jerome taught a 
"select school in it, and young ladies 
"from different pat·ts of the town attend
"ed and boarded on the hill. Ann Sey
"mour, daughter of Ira Spymour, and wife 
"of Edmund Watson; Sarah Ann Watson, 
"sister of Royal and Edmund, and wife of 
"Dr. Gillett, fot'merly of East Windsor, 
"were among her pupils, and boardp.d at 
"the parsonage." 

The one known as the "brown Sabbath 
house," which stood on the corner just 
east of the present church, was previous. 
ly a :-Itore, and is said to have been the 
first trading place in New Hartford. The 
ground still indicates where it stOOl!. 

Between this and where Henry A. .Kel
logg's house now stands, was the third 
Sabbath house, owned by Capt. John 
Spencer,who lived on the southern bound
ery of the town, wherto Frank W. Fenn 
now lives. This was a Sabbath house at 
one end, and a horse shed at the other 
end. The house portion is still in exis
tence, and stands near the ruins of the 
Ca.rter plaee on the "new road," where it 
was removed by Hermas Carter, and used 
by him as a shoemaker's shop. 

The first house east of the meeting 
house, now owned and occupied by 
Heury A. Kellogg, stand~ on the ground 
where stood what was called, 50 years 
since, the "Old Mansion House," for many 
years a ta.vElrn. It was a large two-~tory 

building, wi th a ball room ruuning the 
width of the house. This old house was 
built by Stephen Chubb for his son, 
Stephen, Jr., who like his father, was a 
blacksmith, and had his shop near by, 
towards the cemetery. His widow is re
bembered t.o have kept this as a tavern, 
when Dr. Thomas Brinsmade was one of 
her boarders. A Mr. Spencer, at one 
time, kept the tavern, also Captain Ben
jamin Wells. The latter was the father 
of Sophia Wells, who married Dr. Andrew 
Abernethy, a physician of great skill, and 
the leading one for many years in this 
and adjoini ng towns. After Captain Wells, 
the house was kept by a Mr. Bartlett, who 
removed to Waymart, Penn., with his two 
sons and foul' daughters, in 1821. Capt. 
Michael KE'llog!? was the next occupant 
of the old "Mansioll House," and lived 
there until the present church was built, 
in 1829. His family consisted of three 
sons and five daughters. It was after
wards occupied by several different fami
liE'S. A select school was taught iu tho 
old ballroom sevel'al years, .TuJge Hiram 
Goodwin, now of Riverton, being one of 
the teachers. In 1834, Chas. Porter, a 
student of Yale college, taught there, 
and in 1836 the school was taught by a 
Mr. Penfield. ThA old buiiding was taken 
down by Daniel Royce. 

'fhe house, now sta,nding on this spot, 
was built by H. A. Kellogg in 1843. It 
is one of the best kept places in New 
Hartford. 

Near the corner of the small new school 
house, mentioned in the last numbel', 
stands a largE' old elm tree. Under this 
old elm stood, in 1800, the whipping 
post, and a few feet from it were the 
stocks. These were the instruments by 
which, in old times, violators of the law 
were punished. The stocks consisted of 
two heavy oak planks fitted. into upright 
grooves, with holes made where they 
came to~ethert to fit the wrists and 
allkleEl. Sitting upon the ground, with 
his hltnds and feet locked into these 
stoeks, the culprit was matie to stay and 
uear the taunts of passers by. III 1810, 
It man uy the name of John Henry sat in 
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these stocks and was afterwards wh.ipped 
at the post by Matthew Gillett, con'stable. 
He was tried before Esq. Seth Spencer, 
and convicted of stealing a sheep from 
Oliver Case, and sentenced "to sit in the 
"stocks anll to take, on his naked back, 
"thirty-nine lashes well Jaid on." This 
John Henry lived on what was known as 
the "Root pla.ce," just west of Gn-en
woods pond, now owned by Caleb C. 
Goodwin and H. Leroy Jones. When 
these stocks were taken dewn they were 
stored away under the pulpit in the old 
meeting house, and were there when the 
old building was cut down and moved. 
Wha.t became of them we are unable to 
learn. 

"'e now come to the old cemetery, of 
which we shall speak at length in our 
next number. 

NUMBER FIFTEEN. 

Passing east, about twenty rods from 
the house of Henry A. Kellogg, where 
formerly stood the old taveru kept by 
Captain Benjamin Wells, we ('each the 
entrance of the 'fown Hill cemetery 
which has a history ante-datiug the in
corporation of the town in 1738. In 
1735, the pl'oprietors of New Hartford 
purchased of Eleazer Goodwin, five 
acres, thl'ee roods of land, buunded west 
and s0uth by highways on Town Hill, J.nd 
sequestered it to the public use "for com
mons forever." On this ground the 
church alld school house stallu, and ill 
1738, Sl-'pt. 8th and 9th, lsmel Loomis 
and Matthew Gillet, uy oruer vf th8 tOWII, 

surveyed Hud laid out two acres of the 
tract for a, burial place, for which, and 
altering a highway, they receive:.! the 
compensation of twelve and twenty shil
lings, 

So far as can be a~cel'tained, Stephen 
Kelsey, who died April 2,1745, in the 
71st year of his age, was the fil'::;t penson 
buried in the pioneer's cemetery, His 
tombstone still remains in a good state of 
pl'el:"ervation, the inscription being quite 
legible, though that of ., Mr8. Dorothy" 
hhl wite, who lies beside him, buried a 

year later, is almost effaced. There is a 
significant entry in the town records of 
March, 1745. A few days before Mr. 
Kelsey's death, a vote is recorded making 
an appropriation "to purchase a decent 
cloth fol' a burying cloth," which would 
seem to imply that no previous need had 
arisen for such a covering for a bier. 

The ground in the cemetery is full of 
springs, and greatly affected by frost, to 
this is probably owing the fact that many 
of the ancient stones are thrown out of 
place, and some of them entirely leveled. 
The granite, of which most of the early 
tombstones were hewn, does not retain 
inscriptions in a legible condition as well 
as either brown stone or marble, and 
some of the names and dates on monu
ments which have retained their perpen
dicular position, are entirely obliterated 
and cannot be deciphered by the most 
patient scrutiny. As far as call be found, 
the only graves of the first settlers whieh 
ar'e traceable, are those of Stephen Kel
sey, died in 174:5; Ensign Caleb Pitkin, 
died in 1 7 68, and Joseph l\1el'ri 11 in 
1788. Although there is no regular div
ision into lots, still the settlers seem to 
have beeu buried in family cluster::" and 
one can conjecture where probably lie the 
fathers, by the graves of the se('ond and 
third generatiolls. A son of DeacolJ Mar
tin Smith, who died in 1749, lies in the 
center of a little unmar'ked space, where 
probably repose the ashes of the first 
deacon and Sarah his wife, and otherI'> of 
the name, whose t,}mustones have yielded 
to frost and storm. By the side of the 
second Jonathan MarlSh, who died in 
1802~ at the age of eighty-seven, and 
Mrs. Theodosia Ids wife, who died 1Il 

1795, aged seventy, is space for two 
gravelS, prllba,bly those of Jonathan Marsh 
the eldet' and his wife, III what seems to 
have been tue early Seymour plot. only 
olle partial inscription can lIe tl-uCE'd, that 
(If the wife of Uriah Beymour. 'rhe grave 
of the fil'st Douglas calluot be found, but 
a falleu stone bears the nawe vf Samnel 
Douglas, who died in 1791, in the 5 ht 
YPR(' of his age, probahly a son of the 
pioneer', 
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The names of Flower, Gilbert, Speneer, 
~teel, Andruss, Loomis, Wells, Richards 
and Kellogg, are all found on moss-cover
ed stones, but none of the first gen(,r,l,tion. 
The origiIJal family names, which the 
writer has been unable to trace in the 
old burying lot, al e Wa.tsoll. Gilbert, Ol
cott and Shepard. A portion of the Wat
son Lunily settled neal' the extreme west
ern botder of tllis town, anu their burial 
place was ill rrorringford; the monument 
of the othet' bt'unch of the family, which 
formerly stood in rrown Hill cemetery, 
has been removed to Bakel'ville. 

Here lie three of the foUt' pa.stors of the 
Towll Hill church-Rev. Jonathan Mars!l, 
pastor fifty-five years, died in 1794, aged 
eighty; Rev. Amasa Jerome, pastor from 
1802 to 1813, died in 18:32, c1ged fifty
seven; I-tev. Cyrus Yale, pastor from 
1814 to 185-40, with all iutel'missioll of 
three \-1',\.1'8, died ill office in 1834. 

The' only pt'u,ctlsiug' physi.cian of Towll 
Hill who.-;e remains lie among those of his 
former pa,tients was Dr. 'rhoma8 Bl"ius
mal1e, \\ho died in Troy, New Yotk, and 
whose ,tsl1es wel'e urought hither for final 

burial. 
Among those who set'yed their country 

ill the ltevointiotlH.l'Y war, here buried, 
are "ilbj. Abil ~Ierl'ill, who uied May 
10th, 177o, Aet. G3. A lover ol verteu, 
a friPlid to hi:; coulltry, and all good 
mell." In the eastern part of the JetI'd, 
under t \\'0 overhangilla; firs, stallds a mar
ble slab marking the graves of Hou. 
Aaron Austin, who died in 1819. ageu 
eighty-four, and Esther his wif\', (lied in 
1826, aged sevelltY-eIght. Col. Austin 
was one of the ablest men that New Hart
ford ever produced, eminent as a soldier, 
a civil officer and a citizen, yet the in

scription on his tomb tells llone of these 
things. Col. Seth Smith, son of Deacon 
Mcl,l,till. 1~ uistiuguished officet' of the Rev

olutiou, mast bE' bUl'ieJ !lerE', by the side 
. . , " 

of hIS wtfe, whodl' monUlllelit IS tmceaol<>, 
but nothing' m,11'ks his re::;tillg place. 

_ ~ , . 
III 1803, R2V. Cyrm; Yale took 1Il halld ., 

to the public, which was probably read 
from the pulpit and posted on the sign 
board. A copy of this notice in Mr. 
Yale's hand-writing is in passession of 
Mr. H. A. Kellogg, to whom we are in
debted for permission to copy it here. 

NOTICE. 
In the early days of New Hartford a 

cemetery was established 011 Town Hill. 
This was the only public place for burial 
for three-foUl'ths of a century. Here lie 
the ashes of the original families of the 
town for nearly three generations. But 
the :lltones which mark the family graves 
of familiar and honored ml,mes fl'om all 
parts _of the original eeclesiast ical society, 
are some of them broken, a,ud otherR lean 
at difIerent angles; while the whole 
ground shows marks of neglect and uteeds 
a surroundine- fence. 

In view of tI~e above facts,:\.U pel'HOnS 
in New Hartford who feel an iuterest in 
the objeet, and especially those who have 
friend::; buried in thi.s ancient ct'metArY, 
are respectfully invited to meet, and con
sider if some voluntarv mea"ures shall not 
bo taken to show due respect for our 
dead, and not let the place of our fatller's 
sepulchers lie waste. 

'rhe following paper was them dntwn 
up, in response to which was subscribed 
$179. 

Provision having been made for the 
erection of n llew and substantial fence 
itt'OUIHl the cemetery on 'rown Hill, New 
Hartford, we the subscribers promise to 
pay to ~1r. Henry A. Kellogg the sums 
1i!lllexe'.l 10 our respective Ilames, to bPI 
a,lJplied by kim to t,he improvement, of 
~ilid gronnd, utt<lel' the general direction 
of Mr. Yale. 

New Har1ford, Aug, 30, 1853. 
'1'he names appended to tue paper are 

as follows:- James Merrill. Rogel' H. 
~lills, $10.00 6ach; Auson Hawley, E. 
M. Kellogg. H. A. Kellogg, V. W. Kellogg, 
C. D. Kellogg, R. Rood, Prosepina Good
win, Daniel Royce, Ira Merrill, Ivlarshall 
Menill, Edmund Watson. James L \Vat.
son, James F .. Henderson. Noeman Kel

logg, Isanc P. Steel, NOt'mall Me n'ill , R. 
M. Seymour, Horace Goo,lwin, Pitts Good-

1:J ld I 'I b R~,f" 1\,f" , '11 C
Wlll,:LU a 1 .L> an;, . ih••.\.Lelrl, yn
thin, Th!al'''h Elizabeth Marsh Ralph Mer-

I 11 L tVl 'L . Pl . 1 1.' B -. .
l'l, U let' QOmlS, llL e la enJamlll, 
A rr T A At d Ch·t R Isa. yson, J

:1. • ~woo, es er yi. er, 
the matter of mr,kJ[}g 1'f1p,ttt's alld neces-I W ""t 1 $- 00' h dEl" h . . m, IV eo e, D, eac, an ~ IJU 
sal'y improvements ltl the old burYltlg ISpencer, John Spencer, R. M. Butler, 
gt'oullI\ auu issued the followillg notice $3.00 each. 
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'fwo deeds, bearing date of April 24th, 
1854, from Charles D. Kellog~ to New 
Hartford school society, are recorded, the 
first, of a strip t.he whole length of the 
north side of the burying ground, five feet 
wid@ on the east end, and one foot wide 
on the west side,and the other of a strip on 
the south of the burying ~round, thirty-six 
feet in width and twenty-five rodf! in 
lellgt.h, both for an extension of the ceme
tery. Ithe "old South Country road" 011 the north 

1'hp improvements made at that time, and east, a short cross-road on the south, 
consisted of breakit1g out stone, (of which I and Town sheet on the west, stands the 

ecclesiastical society, or private parties, 
bnt. to New Hartford, a legacy from the 
fathers, "sequestered forever," and should 
be religiously reverenced and kept in 
order in memory of the pioneers whose 
last resting place is on its western slope. 

NUMBER SIXTEEN. 

In the southeast angle of a square, 
formed by what was originally known as 

over 200 loads were taken l;Lway), grading 
the gl'Ouud, and cuttlllg amI digging up 
trees and bushes, with which the yard 
was choked, some of the white birches 
being thirty feet high, and six or eight in
ches in liiameter. It was proposed to divide 
the groul1d into lots and sell them,Lmt Rer. 
Mr. Yale said that should not be done, it 
should l'l'main as heretofore, a free burial 
place. He paid for the extension himself, 
it being almost bis last work for New 
Hart ford. Ailer his deat.h ill May 1854, 
hi:s son, Cyrus Yale, expended about 
$1,000 on the cemetery, some $(jOO of 
which was laid out on the Yale family lot, 
and the remainder built tile substantial 
fence around the ell Lire ground. Each 
succeeding year the children of Mr. Yale 
attend to the mowing and t.he trimming of 
the ground, at their own expense. 

In 1880, a motion was introduced into 
town meeting, that the old bUl'yiug yard 
be kept in order by the town, and rejPcted 
on the gL'ound that if this were done, all 
the other celneteries within New Hartford 
limits would ask for similar appl'Opriations. 
This i.udicated that the peculiar' proprie
torship of the town in the old cemetery 
was not understood. In 1882 the motion 
was again introduced in town meeting, 
and an act passed providing that the 
grounds should be kept in order, fences 
put in repair,and old grave stones preserv
ed as far as possible from the ravages of 
time. An appropriation of fifty dollars 
was made for this purpose for the ensuing 
year, and Henry A. Kellogg appointed to 
!':uperintend its outlay. Unlike all others, 
this cemetery belongs to no association or 

house built by Moses and Elias Kellogg, 
to accommodate men who were employed 
by them Oil their farm, several families 
having Iiveu there at a time. Moses Kel. 
log, at one time, made this house his resi
dence, though in '\ Le latest yeal·s of his life 
he kept the public house ill what is now 
Nepaug. Tile public house was after
warus kept oy his son, Col. Norman Kel
log. Mo:st-'s Kellogg was the twin brother 
of Elias, mentioned in No. Thirteen of 
this sel'ies, and the grandson of Isaac 
Kellogg, one of the pioneer settlers of the 
town, of whom extenc1ed mention was 
made in No. Thirteen of this series. His 
children, who were born in this old house, 
were-Polly, Louisa, Sophia, r.L'ruman, 
(mentioned in a previous number), Henry 
who died at the sout.b,and James. Charles 
D. Kellogg, the son of Elias, lived there 
for many years. The old house, which is 
still in good condition, has been in its day 
occupied by a great many families, and 
used, in former years, to be noted for the 
n urn bel' of its different occupants. It is 
now owned by Henry A. Kellogg. 

At the angle mentioned, the road takes 
a curve due east, and about half a mile 
from the house last noticed, we come to a 
red farm house known as the Abijah 
Loomis place. This place has been noted 
a<3 the home of Mrs. Margaret Loomis, 
who died August 2d, 1882, at the advan
ced age of one hundred years, one month 
and twenty-foUl' days Ber husband was 
Abijah Loomis, who died suddenly while 
sitting in his chair, September 5,1867, at 
the age of eighty-nine. Mr. Loomis was 
a farmer, highly respected by his neigh
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bors and t9wnsmen. Mrs. Loomis was 
the daughter of Wm. Barrfltt, who came 
to this conntry during the RQvolutionary 
war as a soldier in Burgoyne's army. 
While 80 captured detachment of the Brit
ish army were encamped in this town on 
their march from Hartford to Albany, 
being conducted as prisoners of war, 
Barrett slipped from the ranks, remained 
and settled in New Hartford, where he 
married a daughter of John Spencer, and 
ra.ised a family of children. Margaret 
was 'born in what was known as the 
Michael Spencer place. This house is on 
the Kouthern boundary of New Hartford, 
very neal' the Burlington lint>, and is now 
oW1H'11 by Pleasant Valentine, a colored 
man. 

MI" and Mrs. Loomis were married Feb. 
22, 1807, by Col. Aaroll Austin, then 
Jud~e of the court of Litchfield county. 
They lived for a short time, and their 
first child was born, at the house of his 
father, Isaac Loomis, now owned by Mrs. 
At wood, about a quarter of a mile f['om 
thp red house bf'fore mentioned, to which 

• t LI'y removed in May. 1809. Mr. Loomis 
bought this place of Asa Perkins, who 
lived ht>re previously. Mr. Perkins was 
the father of Mrs. Calflb C. Goodwin, and 
the late Mrs. Grove S. Marsh. Mr. and 
Mrs. Loomis had five children, all of 
whom are living but one-Grove, who 
died at New Britain in 1856. Those 
livmg are: Emeline, who married Harry 
Peck, of Burlington; Eliza Ann mat'ried 
John Spencer, who died at New Haven in 
1849. in 1862 she was married to Ed
ward F. Marsh, with whom she now lives 
upon the homestead which has been 
needed to her by her sisters for her 
faithful care of her aged mother to the 
time of the latter's death. Cornelia mar
ried Charles Bates, formerly a manufac
turer in the south part of the town, but 
now a resident of New Haven; and Mar
garet, who married Butler B. Warren, of 
Plainville. The house was lmilt by Isaac 
Loomis for his wife's sister, ~1rs. Day,only 
a few years before it was purchased by 
Abijah Loomis. Previously, an old house 
which was the home of Dr. Eldad Merrlll, 

a practising physician, stood upon the 
ground now o~cupied by this one. Mrs. 
Loomis remembered the doctor, and des
cribed the room used by him as a dispen
sary and consultation room. In this house 
the old lady lived nearly three quarters of 
a century, and to her dying day was cheer
ful and happy, enjoying greatly the visits 
of callers, and used to talk of the people 
and places of her nati ve town in former 
days, remembering with distinctn~ss the 
happenings of ninety years ago. The 
writer has had many pleasant conversa
tions with her. and owes her much for in
formation used in th('se sketeheK. 

A short distance from the Abijah 
Loomis place, a road runs directly north 
and south. At the intersection, the cross
road divides towards the right and left, 
forming an angle, in which is a large 
rock. Taking the left, and going directly 
north about half a mile, we come to the 
spot where once stood the house of 
Ezekiel Steele, (formerly owned by his 
brother Zado~,) Previous to Mr. Steple's 
occupancy, this house was used as a pest 
house, and small pox patients WOl'e taken 
there for treatment. Many yf-'ari'l ago, 
Dr. Thomas Bdnsmade hoeulated the 
widow Chubb, and she died in this house 
of small pox. '1'he house was burnf'd in 
1834, and Mr. Steele, by the aid of neigh
bors, who contributed lumber and labor, 
and many who contributed money. built 
the house now owned and occupied by 
Cornelius Crowley, which stands but a 
few rods north of the old sitf', the latter 
being almost entirely obliterated. Mr. 
Steele-"Uncle Zeke" as he was familiarly 
called-was lame. One night when he 
was out, neal' his house, a loose hog ran 
between his legs and threw him down 
with such force th<),t his knee was injured. 
It stiffened crooked, and he was after
wards lame. He had five children,-Har
vey and Henry removed West.; Chloe 
marl'ied Mr. Lamphier of New Haven; 
Mari~tta married Mr. Sprague, she died 
at her father's home, leaving a daughter 
named Marietta. Laura married Asa 
Tyler, and with her husband remained on 
the place and took care of her father and 
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mother in their olil age. Mr. Steele died 
early in 1854. Mr. 'l'yler died on the 
place, and his wife moved to New Haven, 
where she died a year or two ago. The 
house which, until about a year ago, was 
unpainted, has been by the present owner 
newly covered and painted white, and is 
consequently very much improved in ap
pearance. 

NUMBER SEVENTEEN. 

Some twenty-five rods north of the 
Ezekiel Stflele place, we reach a house 
which was built between sixty and seventy 
years ago by David Benjamin, a nephl3w 
of Mr. Steele. He was a carpenter and 
joiner, and an industrious enterprising 
man. Mr. Benjamin died in 1846, and 
his wife, who was the daughtel' of Titus 
Woodruff, remained upou the place until 
ber death, which occurred in 1862. 
'rhey had one child.-Ruth Ann--the first 
wife of Edwin E. Clark, who died in Tel
fair Co., Georgia, in 1880.' After Mrs. 
Benjamin's death, the placfl Wa.H sold to 
James McDollnld, who IIOW lives the!'e. 

Directly opPol:lite the David Benjamin 
place, a road leads to the right. up East 
Mountain. About half a mi!e from the 
main road, we arrive at the house and 
farm now owued by Alexander Henderson. 
'rhis hOllse is supposed to ha.ve been built 
by William ::3teele, 3d, who lived there 
for mallY years. He had four sons and 
one daughtp-l'; Gaylord died at home; 
Correll went south peddling, he was found 
in the woods deau, a,ud his horse hitched 
10 a tree, it is supposed that he was mur
dered. F'l'ederick died at home ; Polly 
married Fl'ederick Kellogg and removed 
to 'rerryville, where she died some years 
ago; William. who is remembered by all 
who hav", lived in town for the past fifty 
yeal's, was a highly respected man,. and 
was engaged in various manufacturing in
terests. He died in 'rerryville in1874. He 
was unmarried. and the fourth in succes
!lion of the name. 'l'he preseut owner of 
this farm purchased it of Cephas Roberts, 
who bought it of Wm. Steele, 4t.h. 

About twenty-five rods east of this 

place, once stood, north of the road, a 
house occupicd by Daniel Goodwin, who 
had one sen. Nearly half a mile beyond, 
at the end of the road was the house ot 
David Benjamin, Sen. He had sevflral 
sons, all of whom with their father went 
West, except David, Jr., previously men
tioned. A Mr. Kilbourn, who married 
Polly Mix, afterwards iived there. Both 
of these houses are now torn down. 

Retracing our steps, neal' where we 
enter the road, we find a small white 
house now owned by Mrs. Bernard beery. 
'l'his house Wtt.s built by Austin Rice 
about 1850. 'rhe farm was owned by 
Noah Steele, the father of I. MUllson 
Steele; the latter lived in North Village 
for many years, and afterwards removed 
to Terryville, where he died in 1879. 
B is widow and two daughters,-one the 
wife of W. W. Weaver, are now living in 
North Village. Noah Steele had also one 
daughter-Louisa. Mr. Steele's old house 
stood some rods back of the present one, 
just north of where the bam lIOW stands. 
The white oak timbers which formed the 
frame Were taken to Pine Meadow and 
used in the manufactUl'e of machinery, 
and the stunes of the cellar wall were 
laid in the cellar wall of the stolle house 
in Pine Meadow, 1I0W owned by Mrs. Ed
ward Kellogg. Before Noah Steele, his 
father, William Steele, Jr., lived in this 
house, wilich was probably built by his 
father. Will. Jr. had five daughters and five 
sons-Lydia, wbo married Selah Merrill, 
mentiolled iu No. Two; Hannah married 
David Benjamin, Senior; Lavinia, Chloe 
and Louisa never married; William, 
Ezekiel, two Zadoks aBd Noah. William 
Steele, Sen" the first occupant of th.i:; 
estate, was one of the flarly settlel's of 
the town. 'l'he town records show that 
he was appointed collector at the eccles
iastial society meeting, in 1737. His 
oldest child, William, was bot'll Mav 27 
1742. His other children were-'Timo~ 
thy. Lydia, Isaac, Roilf'rick, ~eth and 
Hllldab. In conseque!ICe of so many by 
the same uame living 011 this road, it 
was always called the "t)teele Road," 
which name it bf'ars to the present time 
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'l'!Je l'oall from East mountain formerly 
nw past the Noah Steele place just to tlw 
north, to Town street, which it entered 
opposite the Lieut. Steele house, a few 
rods north of where Seth C. Paine n'HV 
lives. On this road, a short dist'l.llce west 
of the "Steele Road," are the gra.ves of 
four p~rsons who died of the small pox 
during the epidemic of 1792. This road 
was abandoned and closed up about thirty-
five years ago. 

Returning to the William Steele phee, 
and going in a northerly direction, about 
a quarter of a mile, we come to the f,tI'm 
and home of James Raiuf'Y. This was 
formerly owned by Chpster Rider, who I 

married Esther Merrill, she is still living. 
Mr. Rider died in 1860. They had a, 

large family of chilrlren, among WhO'll are 
-Sarah, who married Hobart Atwood; 
Merrill, who now lives ill St. Pa.ul, Min.; 
Nelson, of Plainville; James, living ill 

Colebrook; Frances, who married Henry, 

another saw mill, Guilt, in 11:)42 by Gl'ove 
S. Marsh, Luther Loomis and Da.vid Ben
jamill. This mill, like the one previouRly 
mentioned, has now gone to ruin, its fallen 
frame being easily f'leen below the road. 
The stream which carried these mills was 
always called East Brook. 

We are now coming to open .land. A 
few rods north of this old mill, to the left 
of the road, is a two-story white house, 
now occupied by Gr-OVe S. Marsh and his 
daughter, Angeline, The house was built 
in 1844 by Luther Loomis, whose wife 
was a sister of t.he present owner. Mr. 
Loomis died Oot. 26, 1867, his wife died 
March 28, 1883, at the age of ninety-two 
.real'S. They had five daughters-Eliza, 
the oldest, married Cornelius D. Loomis, 
she dying, Mr. L. married S,trah, the 
youngest, they n.)w reside in New Brit
ain. Mary AIm married Elizur Brown, of 
Canton: Caroline married Harvey Loomis, 
brother of C. D., and EsthEr (named for 

C. Cramer, now of Plainville. Before Mr. i hel' mother) marded Deacon Jason C. 
Rid.e!', his father, Sylver-ter Rider,! Keach, of North Village. 
lived upon the place. Be had thre0 ::;O:l;~ I 
-Zelotei'l, who went to East Bartf(l! l; 
Simeon, who removed 'Vest, and Che:,;ke 
The present owner bought. the place of 
James McNamara, who lived there a few 
years, having purchased it of the heirs of 
Chester Rider. 

About half a mile from the Noah Steele 
place, several rods to the west of the 
road, is the spot where, in the spring of 
1832, Ashbel Marsh built a sa.w mill. 

The small white house below thl~ road, 
a. few rods to the east, was built by 
Grove S. Marsh in 1849. Mr. Marsh 
livell here a few yearl'1, when he removed 
to his present residence, which he pur
chased of the heil's of Luther Loomis. 
This houi'le has since been rented to dif
ferent families, Mr. Marsh continuing its 
owner. 

On the brow of this hill the North Vil
lage and Greenwoods Pond are in full 

This mill, after doing excellellL service. view beneath, while the Barkhamsted 
for twenty years, was finally abanuoned. 'hills spread out to the nort h, make a 
Some of the timb€lrs of the structure may landscape so beautiful that. one is tempted 
still be seen when the foliage is off t he to remain and enjoy its grandeur. 
trees, betWEen it and the road. rTo BE CONTINUED.] 

Some forty rods below thi" mill, \vas 





TI-IE TRIBUNE. 

PUBLISHED AT 

NEW HARTFOH,D, CONN., 

By HENRY R. JONES. 

A lively local sheet devoted to New Hartford and adJoining 
towns. G~neral, Foreign and Domestic News .. Local History 
and News. 

TEEJSd:S : 
One year (if paid in advance), - - $1.50 
Eight months, " -, 1.00 
Four months, " .50 

Send. for a. Sa.r.c.ple Copy". 

Addre8s8, 

THE TRIBUNE, 


NEW HARTFORD, CONN. 




	00001
	00002
	00003
	00004
	00005
	00006
	00007
	00008
	00009
	00010
	00011
	00012
	00013
	00014
	00015
	00016
	00017
	00018
	00019
	00020
	00021
	00022
	00023
	00024
	00025
	00026
	00027
	00028
	00029
	00030
	00031
	00032
	00033
	00034
	00035
	00036
	00037
	00038
	00039
	00040
	00041

