Library of Congress

Interview with Mr. Paul H. Tyson

Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Foreign Affairs Oral History Project
PAUL H. TYSON

Interviewed by: Charles Stuart Kennedy

Initial interview date: July 11, 2001

Copyright 2007 ADST

[This interview was not edited by Mr. Tyson]

Q: Alright Paul, let's start at the beginning. Could you tell me where and when you were
born, and a little about your family?

TYSON: | was born in Fort Lee, Virginia on February 1, 1950. My father was a career army
man; at that point | think he was a private or a PFC (Private First Class). He was stationed
down there. My brother came along about fifteen months later. Then we went up to live in
Toms River, New Jersey, with my grandparents while my father went off to fight in Korea.
We joined my father in Tokyo and | had a sister who was born there. This would've been
about 1953; she was actually born in 1954, and late 1954 we returned to the U.S. (United
States) and went to Fort Eustace, Virginia. | started school there in a private kindergarten
which many, many years later | realized, was both private and segregated, but it wasn't the
sort of thing that occurred to me at the time.

My father got orders and in 1956 we were transferred to Nuremberg, Germany; we
actually lived in Fuerth at 44 Eisenstrasse. | remember that because it's the first phrase
| ever learned in German. My sister, Marcia, was born there, and we were in Fuerth until
something like 1957 when there was some sort of major transfer involving different army
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units, both in the States and in Europe. Suddenly we were sent to Mainz, Germany, just
across the river from Wiesbaden, which was an Air Force patch. We were moved into
some housing quarters that were about the worst | had ever seen, and this is even as an
eight year old. | think French-Moroccan troops had been in there. They were a shambles.

We stayed in Mainz and we left in September of 1958 when my father was transferred with
his unit - he was part of the advance party - to Fort Riley, Kansas. There wasn't enough
housing on base, so we ended up living in a town called Wakefield, Kansas and | went

to school there, which was sort of the quintessential Midwestern experience. My dad
managed to get transferred to Fort Dix, New Jersey because my mother is from the Jersey
shore, he's from eastern Pennsylvania, and we lived in the town of Pemberton, which we'll
come back to because that's where my mother still lives.

Q: Let me stop at this point. Could you tell me a little about your family's background on
your father's side, and then we'll go to your mother's side?

TYSON: My father's family is basically Pennsylvania Dutch. He was actually born out of
wedlock; long, shaggy dog story involving my grandmother when she was sixteen. He was
actually born in a reformatory in Trenton, New Jersey. He grew up bouncing between the
family farm in Bordentown, New Jersey and Norristown and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Q: Sounds like a rather difficult life.

TYSON: Very much so. Actually he went off under-age near the end of World War Il and
joined the navy. My grandmother tracked him down and got him yanked out just as he

was finishing basic training. At this point, | think my grandparents had separated and he
came back, went to school, got in trouble, and as he always cryptically referred to it, he
was a Pennsylvania volunteer in 1946, which was he was given the choice between reform
school or the army, so he took the army.
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He was sent to, at that point, post-war Germany, and actually was one of the guards in
Nuremberg when they hung Goering - well, I guess Goering committed suicide, but other
war criminals were hung. He got out, came back to the States, had sent money home
which my grandmother had given to her no-account sister, so he stayed there, tried to help
get her out of debt, came home one day, discovered she was still sending money to the
no- account sister, so he went back in the service.

He was stationed at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and he met my mother at a USO (United
Service Organizations, Incorporated) dance where he showed up drunk and one of his
buddies bet him five dollars that he couldn't dance with the girl in the red dress. Well he
won the bet and started going out with her.

My mother's family; eastern European, Jewish. My grandfather was born in Jersey City;
my grandmother was born on the lower east side. They had moved to Asbury Park

and had a grocery store that failed, and then moved to Toms River, New Jersey, just
before the war and my mother graduated from high school during the war. It was actually
quite interesting because Fort Monmouth (and I think she was at Camp Evans) and

the communications people approached the Jewish communities and were looking for
secretaries and technicians. They had problems getting people because of the German-
American Bund, the Italian League, and others. So at eighteen, my mother was doing top-
secret work.

Q: It was handy that German-American Bund and the Italian League, | mean this meant
that security clearances were harder to get, whereas with American-Jewish personnel
you're not going to get much tie to the Fascist regime.

TYSON: No, and | think the statement was there was a feeling in the Jewish community
that something truly horrific was happening to the Jews in Europe. So there was no
question about that.
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Q: Was there much of a Jewish influence in your family? | mean, your grandparents; was
this sort of an eastern European tie, or not, or sub-related or what?

TYSON: They had pretty much assimilated; there was no knowledge of ties in Eastern
Europe, in that my great-great-grandparents had been brought over as children in the
1870s and so forth. But | mean, a very, very Jewish environment and | was reared in the
faith. | was Bar Mitzvahed in the former SS Headquarters for southern Germany. So there
was always an awareness of both sides of the family, but clearly my grandparents were a
huge influence. It was, in a sense, the classic Jewish story of it's not will you go to college,
it's when you go to college, and where. Which segues back to my mother as the daughter
of this background who shows up with her German-American soldier in 1949; this was not
a particularly popular program. It was really my grandfather who put the foot down as?

Q: Which grandfather?

TYSON: My mother's father; the Jewish one who when my parents said they were going
to run away and get married; announced that his family didn't do that and wasn't going
to do that. They were actually married in my aunt's house - my mother's sister, and the
agreement was that the children would be reared as Jews, which is what happened. My
father actually converted to Judaism during the Korean War. So that's always been a
strong Jewish influence. My family is involved in charities. My sister is president of the
Temple Sisterhood in Hadassah. Not in New York City, but a smaller town on the East
Coast.

Q: What about the politics; so often in the Jewish community, particularly I think of New
York, or maybe Miami, of getting involved in, you know, | won't say really left wing, but you
know, sort of solidly democratic and all of that. Was this a small town; might be different?

TYSON: Interestingly enough, not entirely so. My mother's mother, in her early stages,
used to joke about having been a Socialist. At fourteen, on the lower east side, she'd
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wear a longer skirt so that she'd look older when she was giving speeches on Washington
Square. Her brothers actually turned into Rockefeller Republicans holding elected
positions on the east coast of north Jersey.

Q: Jacob Javits and all that.

TYSON: The Jake Javits type. They certainly knew the Democrats and my aunt later

got very heavily involved in the Democratic Party, but actually always fairly centrist,

fairly bourgeois. You know, “Oh my God, we need a hospital. | guess we better form a
committee,” type of thing. There were actually leftists down there; the Rosenberg kids had
ended up at Toms River under a different name.

Q: You mean Joel and Ethel Rosenberg who were quite famous for being involved, and
executed for being a spy case; the atomic spy case.

TYSON: The kids apparently had ended up with another family, and actually in Toms
River. My grandmother and grandfather were very involved in the mainstream synagogue
there, but there was a smaller one that my grandmother used to refer to as “the

leftists”. Another interesting one would be the discussions among the tribes. She would
occasionally say, “We don't talk to them. The grandfather does numbers for the mob.” It's
always been sort of interesting of how the American Jewish community has airbrushed
their involvement in this.

Q: Oh, yes. You know there was a particularly, the name doesn't come to me, but there
was a very strong Jewish element [in the mafia].

TYSON: Well, Meyer Lansky and all in Cuba.
Q: Meyer Lansky; that's the name | was thinking of.

TYSON: | was just down in Havana doing inspections; went past the hotel he built.
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Q: How about your father; did you sense a, coming from a very difficult childhood, concern
about lack of education? Sometimes the military can make up for this, or not. Was there
much interest there?

TYSON: He got his high school certificate in the military, and certainly for many, many
people it was an avenue of mobility. He never went to OCS [Officers Candidate School]

or anything like that. I think in many ways, my mother's family provided a great deal of
framework to him, although his mother was always around and was just a wonderful
woman. But in terms of the broader frameworks in this society, it was more focused on my
mother's family. It was interesting because not having grown up with it, he attempted to
prepare us for anti-Semitism, or “this might happen, that might happen,” and by and large,
by the time we came along, we were running with a crowd including bankers' kids; | don't
think this is an issue. In terms of the education and stuff, | don't think he ever knew what
his kids experienced. First of all, the military schools overseas, in spite of a lot of people
wincing about them, actually were pretty good. You tended to get, in the '50s and '60s,
more adventurous teachers out of the States who were interested in being overseas, and |
would say, by and large, the quality of education | got was superior to what | came back to
the States to. But when the time came | did better than my brother did and it was clear that
| had a shot at some fairly good schools in America. My mother and my mother's family
was saying, “Go for the lvy League or something,” while dad was saying, “You know there
are good state teachers colleges in Pennsylvania,” and it was just fine.

Q: Let's go back to growing up now. Firstly, what branch of the military was your father in?

TYSON: He was in transportation at first and then he was in the infantry. He was a basic
training sergeant; he was a basic training sergeant at Riley and then at Dix. He got out

of the Service in '66. | remember going occasionally. The recruits would buy candy for us
because they had him for eight weeks and we had him for life. He had a rough childhood
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and he was a man who with an explosive temper and there was a lot about childhood that
wasn't all sweetness and light. It wasn't easy growing up with him.

Q: Was there a lot of “Yes, Daddy. Sir,” type of stuff? | was wondering whether sometimes
military discipline sort of permeates; the fathers put it on the kids.

TYSON: The fathers definitely put a lot of it on the kids, and there's a problem with that. I'll
lay it out by saying when we were in Germany, the men would go out to the field for sixty
to ninety days at a time, leaving the women in the housing areas without any real language
skills. With three, four, five kids, whatever, and left there to cope. So, | got the lecture,

and | know my friends did: “You're the oldest. I'm gone. You need to stand in. Here's what
you need to do with your mother,” and “help out with the family.” By and large, particularly
since they were teaching us the language in school, | wasn't fluent, but | knew more than
my mother. You're sort of the half-adult. In many ways, there's an extraordinary amount of
responsibility which in my case and some of my friends cases, we more than undertook.
Fine, gotta do this. Consulting with your mother on car repairs or this or that, or “How

do we get the engineers out here to fix this?” And then the old men (the fathers) would
come in from the field, generally having been out there telling lies to each other for sixty to
ninety days about how their wives with five kids are no doubt having affairs with privates

or the kids are just out of hand and will need the iron rod when the old man reappears.
And he'd show up, and | mean, having done this for sixty or ninety days, help pulling things
together, he's go off on a tear about something. It was almost like, “Look, would you just
find something wrong so that we can get the explosion out of the way?”

| remember when | was in my late '20s, in the Foreign Service, married, back from my

first tour in Germany, and | was out driving with my father and he said, “Well, | know | was
tough on you, but you never lied to me.” | looked at him and said, “We lied to you all the
time because you never wanted to hear the truth; you'd pop us one for telling you a lie.” So
figure out what you want, get it over with, and be done with it.
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Q: Where did you go to high school?

TYSON: Pemberton Township High School in Pemberton, New Jersey, which is right
outside the gates of Fort Dix. We left Munich in 1963. We had gone to Germany in '61

to Ulm and transferred to Munich. And actually, | trained for my Bar Mitzvah under the
chaplain there and was Bar Mitzvahed in Munich. | came back when | had finished seventh
grade and | was taking a lot of advanced placement courses. | came back to eighth grade
in Pemberton, which, quite frankly, | had already done. | had a good teacher who gave me
little projects to do, but | had done the year already. And then did four years of high school
there.

Q: Well tell me, in this family atmosphere did you have much time to read or see movies?
| mean, what did you do at that time before you hit high school? What do you get active
with?

TYSON: | was in Boy Scouts, but | had always read voraciously and there were always
movies around on the army base.

Q: 25 cents.

TYSON: 25 cents. | think it went up to 50 cents. Fifteen cents or something, but? No,
movies were only one thing, and particularly overseas, my God, the field trips. You know,
let's go to museums, let's go here, let's go there. | was always being placed into the top
academic group, so | was hanging out with my little buddies, you know, building nuclear
devices for science fairs or things like that. It was actually fairly good, because | could use
this to intimidate my father, “I'm doing a science project. Leave me alone,” and it seemed
to work.

Q: Ah, the strategies that one learns.

Interview with Mr. Paul H. Tyson http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001657



Library of Congress

TYSON: | had friends doing much the same thing. It's striking in terms of the military
schools because these people came in from the wrong side of the tracks, and the military
was an avenue of mobility upward, starting with the kids. Where it was most striking was
the black kids that | grew up with, because in the '60s and later when American colleges
discovered the fact that they did not have black students, who better than military or
Foreign Service brats?

Q: At high school, | imagine that the student body was pretty heavily military, wasn't it?
TYSON: Yes.
Q: What were you doing in high school?

TYSON: Pretty much just going through the academic ropes. Once again, | was tracked
into the top academic group; the 'nerd patrol' or the 'brain trust'. That got progressively
smaller as | went on to my senior year. | still have friends from that time and that era. But
it was also sort of gaming college applications; you had to have activities. So | actually
ended up running track, badly, for three years and then | was the manager of the football
and basketball teams, and sports editor of the school newspaper, audio-visual aids club
and stuff like that.

| was also involved in United Synagogue Youth, which was an interesting insight into
another world because south Jersey is small towns; there are Jewish communities, but
you're a definite minority. Not a discriminated minority, but as a result, when they were
doing youth activities, you'd be driving sixty, seventy miles into Delaware to do things. So
you knew kids in other schools, other places. It was more than just your high school crowd.
This was definitely a crowd that everybody was being pretty much tracked to go to college.
The “which med school do you want to go to?” type of thing.
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Q: I think about New Jersey and my experience as a consular officer. There's a sizeable
Arab community around there. | was wondering whether you ever ran across Yemeni,
Syrian, and all that?

TYSON: No. The part of New Jersey that Pemberton is in is the Pine Barrens, which is
really much more like Mississippi or Georgia. You know, deer hunting season comes and
half of your class is out on the first day. Pretty much an anti-intellectual environment, you
know, girls get married at eighteen or nineteen, that type of thing. | had a high school
classmate, a black guy, who was knifed to death, senior year, on the lawn of his mistress/
girlfriend's house that he'd already had a baby with. That type of thing. Tom Whitewall,
who sat behind me in home room, who could drop a Corvette transmission in nine minutes
and did. In that environment, particularly in the gym classes, you're one of the weird nerds.
There were about fifteen to twenty of us, where | think instinctively some of the kids that
were not particularly going to go anywhere in life could look at you, sneer at you, but

they sort of knew that it was going to be different for you. And that engendered a certain
resentment that | think now is more understandable than it was then.

Q: While you were going through this, and particularly involved with Jewish religious
groups, were you getting much about Israel and all that? | mean, was this a cause that
was pushed or not?

TYSON: My grandmother, may she rest in peace, is an absolute legend in the Hadassah.
Absolutely. | mean, the certificates were up on Grandma's wall. My aunt has been involved
in it, my mother is, my sister has gotten involved in charities and activities in New Jersey,
and one of the reasons is she is Julia Presloff's granddaughter. She is Evelyn Silvert's
niece; she is Myra Tyson's daughter. That's who Marcia Wasupman is.

The causes of Israel were absolutely always there. You know, very heavily Israel, but
there's also the local synagogue, the local hospital which is for the broader community, it's
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not a Jewish charity. And other issues. It's that tradition of “tzedakah;” charity and broad
community involvement. But no, very, very heavily involved in it.

Q: When it came around to going to college, where were you sort of pointed towards,
coming out of a New Jersey high school? | mean, how did this work?

TYSON: Pemberton did not particularly do well placing people. The year | went, |

went to Dartmouth and one of my classmates went to Cornell and this was just a huge
breakthrough. The guidance office always had places like West Virginia University, Murray
State College in Paducah, Kentucky, where they could slot people. | was sort of on the
edge with my SATs (Standard Achievement Tests) and the grades and stuff, and | thought
| had a shot, not a guarantee, so it made sense to roll the dice and | tried a number of

Ivy League schools and got into Dartmouth and Columbia. Got turned down at Harvard,
Yale, and Brown. Honors program at Virginia, Bucknell and a few other things. It was
percentage shooting that worked out.

Q: You went to Dartmouth from when to when?
TYSON: 1968 to 1972.

Q: Dartmouth, | always think, “Dartmouth’s in town again. Run girls, run.” You know, you're
up there somewhat isolated and all of that. What was Dartmouth like when you got there in
'687?

TYSON: Traditional all male New England school. The “Dartmouth is in town again”

was absolutely true. It was interesting. At that point, | had been dating in high school. |
had one or two of the first really serious love affairs behind me at that point. So | wasn't
totally wet behind the ears. But | had gone to a public high school and | found this all male
environment, particularly the ones coming out of prep school, just a little strange and
immature. The stuff about alcohol - you know, I'd grown up in Europe. | drank, so what?
But there were people who would absolutely seek to get totally destroyed. And of course
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at that point, all of the drugs were really just beginning to come onto the college campuses
big time. It was certainly all around there.

Q: Was Dartmouth going through a change? | think of Dartmouth and most of those
schools as being pretty Waspish (White Anglo-Saxon Protestant) at that point, but maybe
not that point, maybe they were changing?

TYSON: They were still fairly WASPy, as a matter of fact, my mother's family had some
distant cousins who went to Dartmouth and Princeton, but it was ten to fifteen years earlier
and it was very much under the Jewish quota system which | think by the time | came
along had pretty much eroded. So the opportunities were better.

| had a distant cousin who was a year ahead of me at Dartmouth. It wasn't totally
unknown, but there was this feeling that these schools actively did discriminate against
Jews. Of course, the difference between being Jewish and going to Columbia or Penn
versus Dartmouth with, you know, blonde boys with skis is different. On the other hand,
on army bases a small southern town, | had grown up in essentially broadly gentile
environments. It wasn't totally strange.

Q: Well, one of the people I think of - a much earlier era, but Bud Schulberg went to
Dartmouth and came out, | assume, of a Jewish family.

TYSON: Yes. There was always a group up there, and there was a Jewish student group,
and there was a Hillel, and indeed | ended up becoming vice president of it. But it was
actually very funny; the ones who were more involved in organized Judaism as opposed
to, if you will, cultural Judaism, were the ones from small towns; Shawnee Mission,
Kansas, Ohio, where part of your definition of Judaism is that you join the organization.

Q: It's a little bit like people coming out of a Protestant, Baptist church. | mean, if you come
from a small town, you have to participate, whereas if you were to come out of New York,
you know?
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TYSON: It's your option.

Dartmouth was clearly changing and one of the small ways it changed ultimately helped
me in terms of the Foreign Service. | was in a senior honor society. Well, they sort

of abolished themselves. That was also the time the student body voted itself out of
existence. One of my classmates in the freshman class, who is now general counsel of
Oracle, knew people in the admissions office, so they decided to hire guides and went
around and made the offer to about ten of us. So | was a college tour guide for four
years, which was an invaluable experience in handling future CODELSs (congressional
delegations). But, | mean, those types of things had changed at Dartmouth. The parties
were just as wild, if not wilder, because they got rid of restrictions in the dorm rooms so we
could have girls in the rooms. You did have sex, drugs, and rock-and-roll, but it was still a
very good school.

Q: We'll come to the studies later, but while we're heading on the social side, '68 to '72
was a big protest time and all of that. Was there much to protest about at Dartmouth?

TYSON: Oh, huge amounts. You were not isolated from the broader national issue; the
Draft was hanging over everybody's head. In '70, with Kent State we had the student strike
and actually the administration finessed it where you could elect not to finish classes, but
there would be a statement on your transcript. | chose to finish up.

Let's see, freshman year was the takeover of the administration hall, Parkhurst. | was
sunbathing on the lawn when that happened. Some of my classmates were hauled off.
Sophomore year was Kent State. Junior year was something else involving Vietnam. |
mean, the protests were there.

People had friends at other schools. Dartmouth had a student body that drew from the
country as a whole, so there was an awareness of it. It was much cozier; you sort of knew
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everybody. | mean, it's not like Wisconsin with 30,000 people and I've never seen them, it's
the guy down the hall or someone who was in this or that class.

Q: What were you taking?

TYSON: Government and urban studies. | was interested in pol/sci [political science]and
international affairs. There was no separate international affairs; | just biased a lot of

my pol/sci courses towards that. | had an ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps)
scholarship and the army withdrew that, so by the end of my sophomore year | was going
to possibly have to transfer, so sophomore year | loaded in a lot of my major courses.
Turns out | didn't have to; Dartmouth came up with some money and | stayed on. But by
junior year I'd actually had a lot of what | needed to do out of the way, so winter quarter

| went off and did an “Outward Bound” quarter, which Dartmouth runs through the Tuck
Foundation, a special center that they've got there. Since they own substantial chunks of
New Hampshire, they've got the facilities to do that.

Q: What did that mean, “Outward Bound”?

TYSON: It's survival courses; this Hurricane Island and experiential type of things. It was
winter camping for twenty-four days. Then living out in cabins in the snow and doing stuff
on experiential education groups and stress and all of this. And then teaching a twenty-
four day winter survival program. When we taught it, it was with some people from the
State University of New York at Buffalo, and actually some New Hampshire high school
kids, including a few literally on parole out of the reform school. It was interesting because
of all of the college students, | got along best with the kids out of the reform school, mostly
because they were very similar to people I'd gone to high school with. We could talk about
cars and girls, and girls and cars.

Then my senior year, | was an honors major. In the past you had had to stay on campus,
but they'd quietly changed the rules and about four of us figured that out and realized we
could do foreign study and still do this. They had a program for African studies that was
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interesting, but it always cost more than the normal term, and | was on financial aid. So |
was over, at the beginning of my senior year, looking at the bulletin board, and saw an ad
for this, and this short Senegalese guy came over and said, “Are you interested in this?”
and | said, “Yes, but | can't afford it.” It turns out that they had been running this program
with white professors and it was a black studies program - a pol/sci. program. And they'd
had huge problems with it and it was collapsing, so they had dug up Aliun Endow, who had
done Dartmouth undergraduate on an AID (Agency for International Development) funded
scholarship and was now at Harvard doing Ph.D. work. He bargained and came back as
associate professor in both political science and black studies.

Aliun is one of the most astute men that I've ever met in terms of politics. Aliun bluntly
decided that for the program to succeed, he needed a few whites, and he was going to get
them. So he basically said to me, “Well, if | could get the money, would you be interested?”
and | said, “Sure, but | doubt that you can.” Two days later he had a $500 grant and a
$200 loan, and | said, “Cool.” So fall quarter | did that and then went to Sierra Leone for
winter quarter and then came back and graduated.

Q: What about while you were taking, was it African studies or black studies?
TYSON: Black studies, oh politically correct, black studies.

Q: Black studies, at that time, had sort of mixed reviews of what was going on in the
colleges at that time. What was your impression of black studies, and maybe your
colleagues?

TYSON: Mixed bag would probably characterize it. A lot of it depended on the program
and the particular professors. Insofar as you got something that was closer to an
international area studies course or something like that, it tended to be more rigorous and
more disciplined, and as | say, we tended to have fairly good professors up there. So |
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think there was a little more credibility there, although there was a bit of a feeling that it
was somewhat above basket weaving, but only just.

It was interesting because I've had this discussion with college friends since then; | think
one of the great values of it, actually, was much more for the white students. Insofar as

it opened people's eyes to other parts of the world or other aspects of America. That's all
been to the good. | have a thirteen year old and an eleven year old now; in February in
Fairfax County is Black History Month, and | find out that actually my kids are probably
better prepared than many. | think there was some legitimate criticism but it would be a
shame to throw out everything that was developed with the bathwater. | don't think you can
ignore a continent like Africa, nor do | think you can ignore the African-American role in
American history

Q: Before we move to Sierra Leone, were you able to tap into sort of the international
world; America's role in what was happening in the world beyond the United States? Was
this of particular interest to you, or not?

TYSON: Oh sure, Vietham was going on, which tended to dominate everything, but | was
taking a lot of international relations courses. | was interested in things. At that time, one of
Dartmouth's specialties, and it was the president then, John Sloan Dickey, who was very
interested in U.S.-Canada and that was about as boring as vanilla ice cream. | think there
was more of a push to understand that there was a big world out there. I'd grown up in
Europe, was interested in it, so | certainly followed things. You know, the New York Times
was up there and any number of other things. It was probably an island in New Hampshire,
but nonetheless there were people interested in it.

Q: Sierra Leone - you were there, it must be, '72 or so?
TYSON: Yes, January to mid-March of 1972.

Q: What was Sierra Leone like when you went there?
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TYSON: Sierra Leone, in some ways, was actually a sweet little country. It had its dictator
there, but, you know, there wasn't really much going on. We showed up with our group
which had been split along racial lines, just because the blacks were all hanging out with
each other, and we got to Sierra Leone and discovered a group that was virtually all-white
from Kalamazoo College in Michigan who'd been there for three months already. So they
had figured out where the beaches were, what you did, and all this and that. At first we
were up at the dorms at Fourah Bay College up on the mountain above Freetown, and it
became rapidly obvious to our black colleagues that it was really useful to have a white
with you in black Africa. People would stop when you were hitchhiking, you got moved to
the heads of the line; there was just a whole lot of leftovers from colonialism still there.

We ended up moving down the mountain and living with an African family on Lester Road,;
Mrs. Wright and her sister had two houses near each other, so we were split up. We

were doing a lot of independent study and had weekly seminars and then a number of us
went up to an agricultural college at Njala for awhile, some went up to Makeni. All names
that became tragically familiar much later on. And then you'd also go out to the beach. |
mean, it was also the type of country, even as a student, you had money. You know, the
police down at the bottom of the hill were selling marijuana for ten cents an ounce; the
Kalamazoo people had figured that out. You know, they had Star bee