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AN AccouNT oF THE TRoUBLEs IN PoLAND 1IN
THE YEARS 1768, 1769 ; MORE PARTICULARLY
THOSE EVENTs IN WwHICH THE CounNT BEk-
NYOWSKY HAD A SHARE, AND WHICH TERMI-
NATED IN HIS BEING MADE PRISONER BY THE

Russians. Page 1

JournaL oF THE TravELs oF THE CouNT BEN-
YOWSKY INTO SIBERIA. 49
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Introduétion. The Count arrives at Tobo’zk, the capi-
tal of Siberia.  Humanity of the governor. Depar-
ture from that place. Villages on the road. City
of Tara. River and town of Tomfzky. The Tartars
intereft themfelves in favour of the exiles. A propo-
Jal is made to the Count to ¢fcape to Chinay to which
his wounds prevent bis acceding.  Prefent 1o the
exiles from the Tartars, Difinterefted bebaviour
of their conductor. 49
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Departure from Tomfzky. Yufha Krafnoiarfzk. llimp,

Price current of European goods and furs at that
place.  Fakutzk. Privileged company of traders in
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cert with M. Hoffman., A Jociety of exiles formed,
They depart for Fakuizk. Leaving M. Hoffman
behind. Their guards quarrel. ﬂ/zzrmz’ng confe-

quence of Mr. Hoffman’s death., Its effects happily
prevented, 56
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Village of Fudoma. Sledges drawn by degs.  Arrival
at Ochoczk.  Defcription of that town and harbour,
State of its commerce.  The exiles embark for Kam-
chatka, = Their dangerous paflage. 66
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Arrival at Kamchatka.  Conference with Jome exiles
bere. They wait upon  the governo#, and receive
infiructions.  Village of tle exiles. Ordinances of
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The Count forms an intimacy with Mr. Cruftiew, an
extle. Society eftablifbed for Pprojecling the means of
glcape.  The Count’s jpeech and Plan of a confii-
vution.  The exiles wait upon the governor and the

chancellor.  The governor appoints the Count to

teach the languages to his children. An un ore-

Jeen event tends greatly to mitigate the diftreffes

and advance the projects of the exiles. 82
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The Count enters upen bis office as language-mafier.
The governor prefents him with a female Slavey and a
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Jchool. A party at chefs. An evening’s entertain-
ment, - Partiality of Mifs Aphanafia Nilow, the go-
wernor’s youngeft daughter, for the Count. Madame
Nilow approves Ler attachment, 91X
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A building erected for a fchool. Cenverfation with
Moadame Nilow. ~ Profits arifing from the Count’s
JRill at chefs. Mifs Aphanafia converfes with the
Count. - The fociety of exiles reinforced. Hunting
the bear. 95
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Public fehool opened. — The fociety of exiles meet on bu-
fingfs relative to their efcape by fea. Chefs. The
Count compofes  charts of the coafts and iflands ad-
joining to Kamchatka. Dangerous confequence  of
the affair laft debated in the fociety of exiles. Awert-
ed by the Count, who narrowly efcapes aflaffination
His enemy punifbed. 101
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The exiles narrowly efcape poifoning, on New Year’s
Day.  Difcovery of the author, who difclofes their
profect, as-communicated to him by one of their num-
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in the night. Farther enquiries made by government,
awhich are rendered abortive by an accidental cir-
cumytance. 108
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The Count conftructs a mufical infirument for his fehee
lar Mif; Aphanafia.  Members propofed to the Jo-

| ciety of exiles. Plan of operation fettled. Thego- -
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Seciates.  Their fufpicions removed. An embarray)-
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IN ‘prefenting the following Memoirs to the pub-
lic, it will not be incumbent upon me to make any
remarks on the interefting nature of their contents.
It is fufficiently eftablifhed, that the author was a
man of ability, poflefled of a difpofition fingularly
calculated for adventures, and brought up in a fchoo!
of irregular warfare, in which the intrepidity of his
mind, and the power. he poflefled of agitating and
impelling the minds of others, were matured by a
fevere courfe of practice. ' 'The oblervations and re-
marks, which might arile from confiderations of
this kind, are left to the reader: my tatk will con-
fift in the fimple expofition of fuch faéts as tend to
thew the authenticity of the work, and the degree
of credit to which it is entitled.

About the latter end of the year 1784, Mr. L.
Hyacinth de Magellan, F. R. S. &c. a gentleman
well known in every part of Europe, by the philo-
{ophical correfpondence he has for many years car-
ried on with the firft literary charaters, fthewed me
a printed paper in French, containing propofals for
publifhing the memoirs and voyages of the Count
de Benyowiky, in three volumes, by fubfeription;
a defign which was afterwards given up. The Count
was not at that time in England, but had departed
upon a private expedition to the ifland of Madagaf-
car; in the fitting out of which, Mr. Magellan had

advanced
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advanced a very confiderable fum. This expedition

was not, however, attended with fuccefs: Mr, Ma.
gellan determined therefore to publifh this work ;

and accordingly difpofed of the copy to the prefent
proprietors, at the fame time that he engaged to
communicate the tranfadtions’ of the Count, from
the conclufion of the prefent Memoirs to the time of
his death. An unforefeen event rendered him im
capable of performing this engagement: for foon
after Chriftmas, 1788, he was attacked with 2 fe.
vere illnefs, which affe&ed his memory fo much as
to prevent his attending to any literary purfuits, and
has continued ever fince. I need not enlarge on
this unhappy event any farther than to obferve that
it has deprived me of the expeéted information, and
obliged me to give a derail of the fa&s from his
correfpondence.

This fhort hiftory may ferve to thew by what pros
grels the manufcript came into my hands; and in
order to clear myfelf of the flighteft fufpicion of
ftanding before the public in any other chara&er
than that which I profefs, as editor of the work, |
have recommended to the proprietors, to prefent
the original copy to the Britith Mufeunm, as a
place of depofit peculiarly calculated for the fecu-
rity- of the public in fuch cafes. To' ‘this they
very readily agreed ; and the original French manu-
feript has accordingly been prefented. Tt contains
all which is exhibited in the following volumes ;
have thought it of advantage to divide the matter
which precedes the journal into chapters, and have
added the fitles, inftead of retaining the form of
one undivided narrative, as it is in the original.

The credibility of any work can be tried in two
vays only ; by internal, or by collateral evidence.
It is from the internal evidence, or the mutual coin-
cidence of fatts, that we judge of the fidelity of any
writer in the firlt place: if this be wanting, it is an
infallible
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infallible conclufion, that the author is either de-
ceived himfelf, or intends to impofe on his readers ;
but if, on the contrary, this evidence be perfect, it
is not fo ftrongly conclufive of truth, as the defect
is of falthood. Internal evidence amounts to an
high degree of probability, and is the only depen-
dance we can have when a writer fpeaks of faéts
and places not known or vifited by others. I have
not perceived any defect of this kind in thefe me-
moirs : they contain nothing which is at all impro-
bable or contradi¢tory. As far, therefore, as the
adventures of the Count de Benyowiky are peculiar
to himfelf, we muft depend on his authority. The
greater part, however, is capable of being fupported
by collateral ewidence. His fhare in the troubles in
Poland 1s a recent bufinels: moft of the perfons he
mentions poflefled eminent ftations in fo'*‘(,t), and
many are {till living.  We are not now in the dark
with regard to the land paflage acrofs the Ruflian
dominions in Afia, nor the. general pofition and
other circumftances relative to a conhdf’mble €X'~
tent of the North-Eaft part of the old Continent.
When we proceed to confider the fituation of the
coafts and iflands of the Northern fea between
Afia and America, it is true that great difficulties *
arife from the ignorance and inaccuracy of the Ruf-
fian accounts and obfervations made by unfkilful,
and. perhaps in fome inftances unprincipled men,
without proper inftruments, in a tract covered with
fogs of fuch frequency, as to be almoft perpetual.
Here, however, we have the ineftimable advantage
of recurring to the obfervations of thofe judicious
navigators, Cook, Clerke, Gore, and King, whofe
labours have reflected fo much honour upon the

¥ See Coxe’s Ruffian Difcoveries, and the authors by him
cited: alfo Cook, Clerke, Gore, and King’s Voyage to the
Pacific Ocean.

liberality
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liberality and {cientific zeal of our fovereign. The
only part therefore of the Count’s adventures which
cannot readily be compared with the collateral teft.
mony of others, confilts in his vifitation of the
iflands of Japan, Liqueio, and Formofa; and the dif.
coveries which he made in the courfe of a voyage
through an unfrequented part of the ocean. " Onp
the evidence of thefe fa&ls, I nced not make an
obfervations, becaufe they ftand exadly in the fame
predicament as all other new difcoveries do: they
muft be admitted on the credit of the difcoverer,
until {fubfequent refearches fhall either confirm or
difprove them.

3efore 1 proceed to confider the degree of accu-
racy of the Count’s journal, I fhall prefent the
reader with a paflage or two of Captain Cook’s laft
voyage, which {trongly confirm feveral particulars
in the narration of the former. When Captain
Cpok was at Oonalathka, feveral civilities and mu-
tual communications took place between him and
Erafim Gregorioff Sin Ifmyloff, who exhibits a con-
fpicuous figure in the following memoirs. After
relating thefe [vol. IL, p. 496 * of his voyage] he
proceeds [page 499] to add the following : * But
“ a voyage which he himfelf [Ifmyloff] had per-
“ formed, engaged our attention more than any
“ other. He faid that on the 12th of May, 1771,
“ he failed from Boltheretzk in a Ruffian veffel,
to one of the Kuril iflands, named Mareekan, in
¢ “the latitude of 47°, where there is a harbour, and
a Ruffian fettlement. From this ifland he pro-
““ ceeded to Japan, where he feems to have made
“ but a fhort ftay. For when the Japanefe came
to know that he and his companions were Chrif-
tians, they made figns for them to be gone;
* but did not, fo far as we could underftand him,

* The Edition before me is the fecond.

< offqr




['he
ich
1t
the
dif-
ge
On
\ny
me
ey
er,

or

.
afk
s
1N
U-

)4

B 14

B SR EL B R oG XV

< offer any infult or force. From Japan he got to
¢ Canton; and from thence to France in a French
¢ fhip. From France he travelled to Peterfburgh,
¢ and was afterwards fent out again to Kamtfchatka.
¢ What became of the veflel in which he firlt em-
¢ barked we could not learn; nor what was the
“ principal objett of the voyage. His not being
¢ able to fpeak one word of French made this ftory
¢¢ a little fulpicious. He did not even know the
¢ name of any one of the moft common things
¢¢ that muft have been in ufe every day while he
¢ was on board the fhip, and in France. And yet
¢ he feemed clear as to the times of his arriving at
¢ the different places, and of his leaving them,
¢¢ which he put down in writing.”

In the third volume, p. 193, it appears that Ifmy-
loff, in a letter to the commander at Bolfheretzk,
had reprefented the Englilh veflels as two fmall
packet boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard ;
and that it was not without the exertion of all the
commander’s authority, that the inhabitants were
prevented from abandoning the town, in confequence
of their fears, left their vifitors fhould prove to be
French.

¢ Their extreme apprehenfions,” continues Capt.
King, ¢ were principally occafioned by fome cir-
¢ cumftances attending an infurreGtion that had
“ happened at Bolfheretzk a few years before, in
¢ which the commander had loft hislife. We were
¢ informed that an exiled Polifh officer, named
¢ Beniowiki, taking advantage of the confufion
“ into which the town was thrown, had feized upon a
galliot then lying at the entrance of the Bolchoi-
reka, and had forced on board a number of
Ruffian failors, fufficient to navigate her: that
he had put on fhore a part of the crew at the
Kourile iflands; and among the reft, Ifmyloff,
who, as the reader will recolle, had puzzled

117 us
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us exceedingly at Oonalaftka with the hiftory of
this tranfation ; though for want of underftand.
ing his language, we could not then make out
all the circum{tances attending it: that he pafled
“ in fight of Japan ; made Luconia; and was there
¢ directed how to fteer to Canton ; that arrivin

there, he had applied to the French, and had
got a paffage in one of their India fhips to France ;
and that moft of the Ruffians had likewife returned
to Europe in French fhips; and had afterward
found their way to Peterfburgh. We met with
¢ three of Beniowfki’s crew in the harbour of St
¢ Peter and St. Paul ; and from thence we learnt
¢ the circumftances of the above ftory.”

Capt. King mentions that the arrival of Beniowiki
at Canton was confirmed by the gentlemen of the
Englifh faltory there, and obferves that from Ker.
guelen’s voyage, it appeared that this extraordinary
perfon had entered the French fervice, and was
commander of a new fettlement at Madagafcar,
when that navigator touched there in 1774.

"Yhe public prints of the year 1772 took notice
of the arrival of the Count de Benyowiky at Canton
in the month of September, the year before (1771.)
The Gentleman’s Magazine for June, 1742, page
272, contains an account which is too long to be
quoted, more efpecially as the circumftances are in
fome refpets improbable, and in others unfounded.
This account fays that a veflel of uncommon ap-
pearance arrived at Canton with fixty-five perfons
on board, five being in women’s apparel, command-
ed by the Baron de Benyowfky, who was taken
prifoner by the Ruffians, in Poland, and carried to
Cafan, from which place he made his elcape with
others, by overpowering their guard; that the
diretted their route to Kamchatka, where he had 2
friend, who fupplied him with a veflel ; that he
fatled for China, but by firefs of weather was ob.

liged
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liged to ftand to the Eaftward, and made the coaft
of America, in latitude §7°; was prevented by con.
trary winds from proceeding to Acapulco, and then
ftood for the Philippine iflands, but was again dif-
appointed by contrary winds; and that laftly he
reached Macao after five months paflage from Kam.
chatka. |

A paper fubjoined to this account with the figna-
ture of Benyowlky afferts, that he left Kamchatka
in May 1771, and arrived at Macao in September,
after having put in at Japan.

This information from the Gentleman’s Maga-
2ine is evidently no more than the reports of the
day. For it is not in the leaft probable that pri-
{oners at Cafan fthould imagine and execute a pere-

rination of at leaft four thoufand miles, over the
moft inhofpitable part of the furface of the globe,
with the hope of finding a friend who would prefent
them with a fhip : or that they fhould actually ob-
tain a fhip, and then wander over the face of the
ocean in the firange way they are here faid to have
done. It may be admitted however, as an evidence,
that the Count did not arriveat China at an earlier

eriod than is fpecified in his Memoirs, and this
£26 will be of ufe in confidering the value of the
information obtained at Kamchatka by the Cap-
tains Cook and King. '

I muft obferve therefore that Ifmyloff, who is not
reprefented in any favourable light by the Count in
his Memoirs, and was guilty of a trick which feems
in fome refpeét to degrade him, by writing an un-
friendly and falfe letter to be carried by the Englith
navigators to the Commander at Bolcheretzk, was

robably difpofed to conceal fome part of the know-
ledge he poffefled, and does not appear incapable
of perverting fuch falts as his own views, whatever
they were, might require to be falfified ; that it is
by no means probable that the Count,at the head

You, L = ol of
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of a fet of daring men over whom he had no well
fupported vuthofity, fhould touch at the Kurilles
iflands, for the reafon he himfelf mentions, namely,
the probability that they thould change their minds
and force him to return to Kamchatka ; ‘but, on the
contrary, that he fhould with to render theif return
impracticable by ftanding for the Aleutian ifiands
or American fhore, in the firflt place, as being more
remote ; and on the other hand the difpofition of
his crew. to proceed to the Northward might have
been partly grounded on their fears of quitting the
peninfula of Kamchatka. Again, it does not ap-
pear how four months could be employed in paffing
fimply to Marikan, touching at Japan and making
Luconia in his way to Macao, even {uppofing he had
failed fo far out of his way as to that Spanifh fettle.
ment. On thefe accounts then, I think that If:
myloff’s information, with that of the three Ruffians
at Kamchatka, confidered under all the difadvan.
tages of a want of language for mutual intelligence,
which Captain Cook complains of, are really
valid, fo far only asto prove that the Count Beny-
owfky did really exert his military abilities at Kam.
chatka in a ferious infurre@ion in which the Go-
vernor loft his life; that the inhabitants of Bol-
fheretzk were fo greatly affected, and the impreflion
of their fears was fo ftrong and permanent, as to
urge them to think of abandoning theif habitations
after an interval of eight whole years, an impref-
fion which the threat of burning their women and
children in the church may readily account for:
that a very confiderable time having elapfed between
his departure, which is correctly given by Hmyloff,
and his arrival at China, which is an object of no
queftion, he could not have fubfifted without putting
in fomewhere ; and that afrer leaving the Aleutian
ilands, there are no places into which choice or ne-
ceifity could more immediatc.-y have driven him than
the
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ike iflands of Japan, Liqueio and Formofa. Ina
word, the collateral evidence appears clear and po-
fitive where it fupports the credibility of the Count’s
narrative, but confufed and uncertain in the parti-
culars wherein it differs from him; and the whole
is of fuch a nature as not to be put in competition
with an authentic journal from the bands of the
author.

Without entering into any comparifon of the voy-
ages of the Count Benyowtky with thofe of others who
have navigated the Northern feas, I fhall confine my
remarks to fuch parts of his journal as will admit of
elucidation from the voyages of our illuftrious
countrymen. But in the firft place it muft be pre-
mifed, that the Count’s fkill in navigation, what.-
ever eminence it might bave procured him in Kam-
chatka, appears to have been very moderate. In
his journal we find the latitude, longitude, wind,
current and courfe. He never diftinguifhed the la-
titude by account from that by obfervation. 1 fup-
pofe however that he may have had one of the old
quadrants of Davis, or pethaps a fore-ftaff ; but he
certainly did not poflefs one of Hadley’s*. His lati-
tudes in general therefore may be fuppofed to be
within half, or perhaps a quarter of a degree of the
truth. I have not paid any attention to the winds
and courfe made good, but apprehend that his lon-
gitudes muft be fubject not only to all the ufual er-
rors of the dead-reckoning, but likewife to others,
arifing from his not knowing the variation of the
compafs, (except perhaps by conjetture) and from
his confidering the current as adaily element in his
log-book. He has no where mentioned the method

* Ifmyloff, or Ifmaeloff, received an Hadley’s quadrant from
Captain Cook as a prefent, of which he in a very fhort time
learned the ufes. Hence it feems probable that Hadley’s qua-
drant is {carcely known in thofe parts, and that the Count in par-
ticular did not poffefs one,~Voyage to the Pacific Ocean I1, 505.

b2 he
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he uled to afcertain the direGion and velocity of
thefe currents, and as every experienced navigatop
muft be aware that no fuch method exifts, except
fuch as may be derived from comparing the reckons
ing with celeftial obfervations or a time-keeper, i
will follow of courfe that this element has rendered
his longitude more uncertain.

By tracing the Count’s voyage to the Northward
upon the chart numbered 36 in Cook’s third Voyage,
L find that he made Beering’s ifland when his~ rees
koning placed the fhip a degree and a half to the
Weftward. This is a natural confequence of the
Eafterly variation not being allowed for, and the
fame caufe muft have affeéted his reckoning ftill
more as. he proceeded to the Northward, Hence I
conclude (with the fuppofition that his latirudes
were-at leaft half g degree too high, and his longi.
tudes very confiderably to the Weftward of the thip’s
true place, both which follow from the variation
being neglefted) that he made Clerke’s iflands on the
2d of June, and flood over for the land to the
Northward of Tfuchotikoi Nefs, where he anchored;
again returned to Clerke’s iflands ; failed from
thence tothe Eaftward;* made the ‘American Con-
tinent, and coalted along it between Point Shallow

Water and Shoal Nefs, which wag unexplored by
Cook ; after which he ftood to the Southward and
anchored at Oonemak, in latitude 54°1, the error
of his reckoning being about five degrees in longi-
tude to the Weflward, an error which remarkably
coincides with that of Lirnyl

oft’s chart,+ and proves
almoft beyond a doul

ot that the Count really ar-

rived at the Aleuthes by this circuitous navigation,

* 'The note on piage 305 is:too general. The Count does not
zppear to-have reached America in that latitude.
1 Voyage to the Pacific Qcean before quoted, IT. 502,

and
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gnd that Ifmyloff gained his information by failing
with him ; more efpecially as fuch an errorin longi-
tude could hardly have arifen in running direétly
from Awatfcha Bay to the Aleuthes, which lie on
the fame parallel, andare only a fhort fortnight’s
fail afunder.

I do not pretend that there are no other caulfes of
uncertaintyin the Count’s Journal, neither isit my
intention to enter into a minute difquifition upon it,
The public poflefs faithful copies of the documents
which have pafled through my hands, and 1 have
no wifh nor claim to the abfurd privilege of dire&t-
ing their judgment. But it ‘becomes me to flate |
the reafons which guided me in examinig thefe
Memoirs, and have .cconvinced me that the veracity
of the Count'may be relied on; that the difagree-
ments of collateral evidence are much more tikely to
arife from 'the imperfettions of ‘that evidence, than
from his want of fidelity; and that the real diffi-
cylties may be eafily accounted for by any ‘one,
whofe fkill and experience are fufficient to enable
him to eftimate the probable errors that muft have
refulted from the want of inftruments, and dlender
knowledge of the Count’s in marine affairs. ’

The other parts of the Count’s Journal need ma
comment. That he thould ftand acrofs the Pacific
‘QOcean and dire& his courfe for China, are obvioufly
the refult of the di®ates of common f{enfe; that ex-
treme diftrefs thould follow the want of proper {ub-
ordination among a fet of exiles, or men .of defpe-
rate fortune and adventure, is not at all wonderful ;
-and that fuch men, without any fettled deftination,
and alting throughout from the impulfe either of
neceffity or their own inclinations, fthould range
from one ifland to another, where their wants could
be beft fupplied, is what the {lightelt ideas of caufe
and effe& would have foretold. The difcoveries and
adventures of the Count on this paffage and elfe-

' where
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where muft {fpeak for themfelves, and I have ng
doubt will be found interefting, as well from the
nature of the incidents as the novelty of the places
of attion. ,
It is ftll lefs neceflary to enlarge on the efedt
which the abilities and acquifitions of the Count
produced at the Court of France, and the under.
taking which was afterwards entrufted to his ma.
nagement. The leading fadts of this part of hjs
Memoirs have fufficient collateral evidence. Neither
‘need T make any remarks on his political principles
with regard to colonization, of which I think the
intelligent fubjeés of our free and liberal govern.
ment will be at no lofs to form a proper opinion;
whether they be viewed in a civil or commercial
light. T will therefore only add on the fubje& of
the Memoirs, that the Count, in his fhort hiftory of
Kamchatka, appears to have had Kracheninnikow’s
voyage into Siberia before him, a work which Cap-
tain King * confiders as worthy of entire credit. [t
will eafily be feen, however, that our author, by
{peaking always in his own perfon, and mentioning
his authorities in feveral places, means to confirm all
the general fa@s as, from his own obfervation. [
muft take notice, that the  word caftor, which I
have every where rendered beayer, is ufed through-
out this work to denate the ea beaver or otter;
that the word corvette, which I think denotes the
kind of veflel called an hooker, has been moftly
retained, on accouynt of my being uncertain whe-
ther the French apply it to any particular vefle],
or fimply to denote a packet; znd that 1 have kept
the {pelling of proper names uniform, though it is
not {o in the ‘manufcript, ithe Count’s fignature in
his own hand being frequently varied. :

* Voyage before cited, ITI. 205
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Mr. Magellan’s _correfpondence..on the Count’s
fubfequent adventures, having been fubmitted to
my infpeétion, appears to require a very confidera-
ble {hare of deliberation and mutual comparifon of
its parts, before the more particular events can be
placed in a proper light. Several of the letters from
individuals concerned in this adventure contradiét
each other ; and fome of them are written with fuch
a fpirit of enmity towards the Count, as renders the
impartiality of the writers very doubtful. T will
not here enquire how far it 1s probable that the
Gilure of this laft enterprize arofe from a want of
principles or prudence, either in the Count or in
his aflociates.  The fmal eft knowledge of the human
mind will readily thew, that when lofs and wretched-
nefs are the only confequences of an attempt founded
on the moft brilliant hopes, quarrels and mutual
recrimination muft infallibly be the refult.  For this
reafon I fhall flightly trace the leading facts, with
very few oblervations of my own.
| The Count de Benyowlky and his family, with
fome of his aflociates, failed for Maryland on the

14th of April, 1784, on board the Robert and
Anne, commanded by Mr. Alexander Mac Dougall,
He arrived at Baltimore on the 8th of July follow-.
ing, having taken with him from London 3 cargo
of the value of near 4ocol. fterling, confilting it
feems of articles intended for the Madagalcar trade,
Two caufes appeared to have induced him and his
friends to avoid a dire& voyage to that ifland. In the
firlt place, they found it extremely difficult, if not
impracticable, to procure the flag of any European
power ; and in the next, there was every reafon to
hope that the American merchants, whole affairs
were thrown into confufion by the ftruggle for in-
dependence, and the fubfequent lofs of their colo-

pial Privila-ges in trading to the mother country,
would
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would be more ready to embrace the offer of 4 few
channel of trade than the fubjeéts of more eftabliths
ed focieties, This expeltation was found to be juﬂ./
A reipectable commercial houle at Baltimore was
induced to join in the {cheme, 4and fupplied the
Count with a thip of 4 5o tons, cirrying twenty
guns, fix-poundeys, and twelve fwivels. This thip,
cargo and ftores, was éftimated at fomewhat more
than four thoufand pounds fterling, exclufive of
the merchandize brought from Lomndos, It was
named the Intrepid, and f4iled from Baltimére on
the 25th of October, 1781 €very one on board
being, by agreement and oath, fubjeét to the abfo.
lute command of the Count, though the merchants
of Baltimore had appointed a Captain’and Supet-
cargo to affift the Count while under his cominand,
and to condué their affiirs homeward botnd, " Theiz
deftination was the hatbour of St. Auguftin, on
the Eaft Coaft of the land of Madagafcar, whers
they were to form 4 fettlemnent of emporium ; in
the eftablithment of ‘which it was expetted that the
Count’s influence with the natives, and the fupres
macy they had conferred on him, would have
of fingular advan age.; The family of the Count
remained in America, on account of the preghancy
of Madame de Benyowitky. © At the beginning of
January the Count madé the coaft of Brafil,— by
miftake, as his aflociares fay, and for want of keep.
ing enough to windward ; but in his owh letters he
aflerts, that he repaired for wood and water to
this ¢oaft, in preference, for veafons which he does
not fpecify.: The former, however, feems probax
ble; fér they were near 2 month turning to wind.
ward in order to clear Cape Roque, and at 1ot ruft
dangeraufly aground on the ifland Jaan Gonfalvez,
near the mouth of the tiver Amargofa, in five de.
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rees South latitude. It was not till the month of
April that the neceflary repairs were completed,
and they ftood acrofs the Atlantic; being at fhort
allowance of provifions for the gteatcﬁ part of
the paffage. The laft letter of the Count was
written from the coaft of Brafil, and confequently
the remainder of this account muft come from
the letters of his companions. It does not appear
why he doubled the CdD\, of Good Hope without
putting in. The firft pl&“t he touched at was
Sofala, on the Eaftern coalt of Africa, where he
anchored on the 22d of May, 1785, and remained
a fortnight to refreth his people. On the 7th of
July Ehey anchored in the Bay of Antam)um, w(mt
ten leagues to the South- Weft of Cape St. Sebaftian,
and unloaded their cargo, the Count’s intention
being to proceed over land to the Bay of Anton-
gil, where the thip was to meet them. It appears
by the letters, that Lamboin, King of the North,
who is me entioned in thefe Memoirs, came to pay
his refpes to the Count, and that a body of Se-
claves under a Chief or hmg likewile came and en-
camped near him; that the Count propofed to enter
mto the oath of blood with him, but he excufed
himfelf till a futare day, on account of the fatigue
of his journey: and from the mafter’s proteft it
appears, that on the 1t of Auguft, three quarters
of an hour after the fong-boat had returned on
board, between t ]w hours of ten and eleven at
night, a fevcx‘e firing was heard and feen on thore

cxaé"iy he place of the Count’s encampmnnt'
that between five and fix in the morning a
few fcattered fhot were heard in a fﬂld!l wood
about 2 mile up the cour nry, and at day-light
no figns were perc ceived of any whlte men on
thore, but that all the effects were removed; and
l:xftly, hat their own dangerous fituation, frorm

the
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the few hands and want of arms on board, and the
probability that the Count and his party were cut
off by the natives, together with the want of pro
vifions, compelled them to depart for Joanna. Frop
this ifland or Mohilia they proceeded to . Oibo,
where the fupercargo fold the fhip on account of
the infurers.

If the information ended here, it might naturally
be concluded that the Count’s attempt had met

‘with its- fatal termination before their departure;

but there is a letter from one of the perfons on
board, which flates, that the writer and another
perfon were not convinced that the firing was made
by the natives, but that they figned the proteft
becaufe overborne by numbers: and in another
1 from an officer, who was brought prifoner to
ie Ifle of France after the final deftru&ion of
he Count’s party, which (as far as relates to the
defiruétion of the Count and his people by the
¥rench) is confirmed by the writer of the former
letter, I find mention indeed of a firing heard in the
night; but, contrary to the proteft, the. writer
affirms, that the fhip failed in fight of thofe on
fhore, to their great altonjfhment, and that it was in
vain that they {tood after her with the country boats,
"The fame writer continues to ftate, that fifteen days
after the departure of the veflel the Count departed
for Angoutci, leaving moft of his people behind ta
follow him ; but the greateft part fell fick and died,
o only remaining. From this letter, which,
swever, In many refpects feems to want explana-
on, 1t appears that the power and influence of
1e Count wag fuch, that he had an armed force
of the natives at his command, with which he pro-
ceeded o Angoutci, and commenced hoftilities
2
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nft the French by feizing their ftorehoufe. Here
ufied himlfelf in erefting a town after the mans
ner of the country; and from hence he fent a de-
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tachment of ‘one hundred men to take pofleflion of
the French Fadory at Foul Point ; but they were
prevented from carrying their purpole into execution
by the fight of a frigate which was at anchor off
the Point. In confequence of thefe movements,
the Government of the Ifle of France fenta fhip
with fixty regulars on board, who landed, and at-
tacked the Count on the morning of the 213d of
May, 1786. He had conftruéted a fmall redoubt
defended by two cannon, in which himfelf, with
two Europeans and thirty natives, waited the ap-
proach of the enemy. The blacks fled at the firft
fire, and Benyowiky, having received a ball in his
right breaft, fell behind the parapet; whence he
was dragged by the hair, and expired a few minutes
afterwards.

Thus ended the life and adventures of the Count
de Benyowfky ; a man of invincible {pirit, inured
to hardfhips, and habituated to face danger and
every extremity with a moft uncommon degree of}
firmnefs.| To thefe extraordinary powers, he added
an intimate and almoft intuitive knowledge of the
human mind. By nature, education and habit, he
was formed to perfuade, to command, and to coerce ;
and his deftiny gave him ample occafion to exercife
thefe talents. Of this fingular character many and
various have been the opinions. Thofe whofe in-
terefts led them to oppofe him have fpared no accu-
fations againft him ; and their accufations are of the
ftrongeft and even the moft horrid nature. His
enemies have reprefented him as the unfeeling
tyrant, and the unprincipled robber :—yet while he
lived he never was without enthufiaftic admirers,
and warm friends who readily exerted themfelves,
againft every rifque and every calumny, to {erve him.
If it were expetted that I thould give my opinion,
I would declare, that I have not yet {een any thing
againft him which will not bear two interpretations;

or
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or which has not been written by men who contry,
diét each other, and had an intereft in tradug
him. For thefe reafons it is that I would fufpend
my opinion ; and thefe are the reafons why, in the
multifarious correfpondence which mow lies before
me, I have paffed over the recriminations in filence,
I have colle@ted only fuch faés as appear ‘indubitg.
ble, and have fupprefled all names, becaufe the cor.
refpondence, on account of the prefent firm fituation
of the gentleman to whom it of right belongs, hag
pafled into my hands, without any other reftricion
but fuch as the fentiments of every man of prin.
ciple and delicacy muft infpire. , i

W/ NICHOLSON

London, Dec. 1, 1789.

POSTSCRIPT.
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Since the foregoing Preface was printed, Ihave been
Javoured, by Sir Fofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S.
with the communication of the following Papers,
which Lhere infert, with a few Remarks.

No. L.

Extraitde la Lettre de M L’Evéque le Bon, due 24
Septembre, 1771, de Macao.

IL vient d’arriver hier a Macao un Both i Pa.
vilion Hongrois, commandé par le Baron Hongrolis,
Maurice- Augufte Aladar Benyortky, Confeiller du
Prince Albert, duc de Saxe, Colonel de fa Majefte
Apoftolique Royal Imperiale la Reine d’Hongrie, et
Officier d’un regiment de la Confederation de la
Republique, A Couronne de Pologne.

Ce Monfieur, apres avoir recu fept bleffires dans
un combat contre les Ruffes pres de Kaminieck,
fut fait prifonnier de Guerre, et conduit dans la
meme ville ou fe trouve détend comme prifonnier
d’Lrat le Prince Szoltits, Eveque de Cracovie, Se-
nateur de Pologne.

Le Baron a trouve le moyen de s’échaper, apres
avoir reca une patente du Prince Eveque, prifon-
nier, qui exhorte tous les Catholiques furtout, 2

{ecourir
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fecourir le dit Sieur Alader Benyotfky, pour luj
procurer le moyen de parvenir aupres de|L’Empereyr
d’AHcmagne, ¢t aupres du Saint Siege Apoﬂ“olique.
Lu patente due Prelat eft dattée de fa prifon, le 6th
Novembre, 1770,

De 54 hommes d’equipage, il ne refte plus a ce
capitaine que 8 hommes en fanté; tout le refte eft
fur fe grabat.. Depuis deux mois ils fouffroient le
faim et la foif : il a eu fon embareation deux fois
brife€, deux fois ils I"ont raccomodée et remife en etat.
Il ne fcait ni le Portugais ni I’Efpagnol, mais il
parle Latin, Francois, & Allemand. 1l eft venu pat
le Nord, & a cotoyé le Japan, &c.

No II.

An Account of the arrival of a fmall Veffel, of about
eighty tons, at Macao, the 23d of September laf?, com-
manded by Baron Maurice Aout Alladar Ben yor/ky,
Colonel in the Hungarian fervice, on board of which

were fixty-two Hungarian foldiers, and frve women,
who, by their account, efcaped Jrom their imprifonment
in Siberia.  Taken from the Colonel’s owmn 1w ds, by
me, Nathaniel Barlow, who was at Macao the time
when they arrived there,

UPON a vifit I made to the Baron above-men-
tioned, foon after his arrival, I requefted of him,
as a great favour, he would be pleafed to give me
a recital of his adventures, as I told him fomething
very extraordinary muft have happened to him, by
his coming into thofe parts, fo remote from his own
country, = Agreeable to my requeft, he very po-
litely acquiefced, and mentioned the following par-
ticulars, in the French language.

He
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He faid, that he was firlt fecretly fent by the

Court of Hungary, with a body of five thoufand

foldlers, to the affiftance of the Catholic Confede-
rates in Poland, who were at that time at war with
the Proteftant party of the fame nation, . aflifted by
the Ruflians. That foon after his arrival in Poland,
and joining a body of the confederates, they had an
engagement with the Ruflians, who being fuperior
in numbers, foon defeated his body took him, and
almoft all his men, prifoners, and fent them away,
with all expedition, into different garrifonsin Si-
beria. That on his arrival at the place deftined
for him and his party, they were put into clofe con-
finement, and treated in a moft cruel manner, info-
much, that they were determined to attempt an
efcape, at the hazard of their lives : very fortunately,
an opportunity offered, by the guard being reduced
to a {mall number, whom they foon overpowered,
took their arms and marched off, with all expe-
dition, towards the province of Kamchatka, where
in a fca -port, named Chevega, he had a fr1end on
whom he could depend for afliftance in extricating
him from the ddnoers that he was threatened with.
Accordingly, after many days marching over moun-
tains, and fometimes through almoft lmpenetrablc
WO(‘dS, (during which time he ex perzenccd every
mifery poflible, by the want of provifions and water ‘
he fortunatd} arrived at the above fea-port, where
to his great joy, he found his friend, by whofe al-
fiftance a veflel was plouncd3 and in a fhort time
got ready for failing, when the Colonel and his party
embarked. As he 1,4(1 forme rly ferved in the ma-
rine fervice of the States of Malt ta, he thereby
learnt Navi gation, by the afliftance of which he in-
tended maluncf a coafting voyage of it to China;
but being drove off the coaft by a gale of wind, and
not expecting to make it again, he fteered to the
}
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north-eafl ;mi opes of finding fome iflands he had
E;..i ird was in that quarter.  Accordingly, after
many days failing, and great fufferings, be fortu-
nately arrived at one of them he funpofed to be near
the Continent of America, where he got feveral
kinds of u“cﬁ]mem; an\! after ftaying a little
time, he embarked, with a mfcn to go to Acapulca,
but n(a meeting with favourable Wmds fteered
towards the Luhxpxrw iflands, where, after encoun-
tering with freth difficulties, he dI‘I‘lVCd at the Ma-
rians, from whence miem.mv to go to Manilla, was
prevented by unfavourable wmds' he then came
to the refolution of f cering towards China, where
ke fortuna teo; arrived at the port of Macao, after
a voyage of four months

Ie was as far north as f° (cqxcos ; had with him
Lord Anfon’s voyages, trammtc I into the uclavoni:m
langus 1ge, whi h he repeatedly faid was of the
*rmm t ufeto m, being guided, in a great meas<
fure, by them.——In his apartment were feveral
'ixwuuCﬂ]thiCul mﬂmm nrx efp*cmllvaquadmnt and
a crofs ftaff.  On requeft ing for a fight of his drafts,
Em, ““11 great reluctance, pr oduced one, but, un-
I ac kily, a gentleman in Lomp iy telling him that one
of uswas a fea. captain, he nnmcdzatcl" withdrew,
and carrizd with him the dr t, by which we loft the
opportunity of knowing more particulars of this
very extracrdinary voyage.

‘The veffel is fifty feet long, and fixteen broad,
entirely built of fir.

w1834]
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Baron Benyor/ky’s Narrative of a Voyage from Kamf-
chattka to Macao.

Dewvenu en prifon, 1769, Anné
Amenez en exile avec Meff. Princés, P. Koltik, Eveque
de Cracovia,
P. Kangufzko,
P Rzfevuizky,
) N acz,

Eveque de Kiove.

A Kamfehatka, fous 63 degree de la Latitude du
Nord, 175 Long. 1771 L’ Anne.

DANS le mois May, fortis fur le galliotte St. Piere,
pafler julque a 238 degree de la Longitude, a 57
Latitude, d’ou, naviger a paflfer I'Ilfle Mariain par la
grande tempete, et fort vents devenu a Japon, ou,
ton de L’Androis, du Port Namqu, mil pieds ala
Texe, de la venu a I’lfle, Touza et Bonzo, de la,
jufque a Nangeafaki, d’ou aprez avoir peu de Noires
fortis et pafler par les Ifles Amuy, julque a Formofa,
et I'Ile Bafchet, enfin, prit le cours droitment, a
Makao, ou je fuis arrive dans le mois Septembre,
17471 L’ Ann.

Signe par ‘
Sortis avec 85 hommesy* Baron Maurice, Aout & Ala-
Arrivé qvec 62 do. dar de Benyorfky, Colonelle

de fa Maj. Imp. Generale
Regem. tar des les Confe-
deres.

~ Mem. The original from which the foregoing
is taken, being wrote with very faint ink, upon bad
paper, and German charaters frequently ufed, have
occafioned imperfe€tions in this Copy.

Vor. L ¢ No.




(¢ xxxiv. &)

No. IV.

Extralt of a Letter from the Supra-Cargoes of Couna
cil at Canton, in China, dated 20th November, 17743
received per Britiflh King.

A SMALL veffel arrived at Macao the 23d Sep.
tember, commanded by a Hungarian Baron, Mau-
tice Augufto Alader Benyorfky, which has occa-
fioned much fpeculation. They being at Macao,
and cannot obtain permiffion to come to Canton,
we are deprived of the means to procure the intel-
ligence which we might poflibly otherwife do, had
we an opportunity of difcourfing with him: it
feems beyond doubt, he is come from Kamfchatka,
but by what track, or his motive, we have only what
he pleafes to fay, being the only perfon who fpeaks
about their concerns, and he very referved.  We
could with it were in our power to give you a par-
ticular account of this affair, but cannot do more
than fend you theaccounts we have received from
others, and one that he gave himfelf, and figned by
him. He has claimed the proteion of the French ;
had a chop procured for him and fome of his officers
to come to Canton, but by their being mentioned
in the chop (which was procured by Puan Khequa)
under the denomination of French merchants; and
the Hoppo’s officer at Macao having had them de.
fcribed to him differently before, he returned the
chop to Canton, and did not fuffer them to proceed.
The Mandarines here are apprehenfive they may be
Ruflians ; and Puan Khequa, afraid of being drawn
into fome ferape, he rather chufes to decline inter-
fering, and they are likely to remain at Macao till
the French fhips leave China, which ihips they are to
embark on board of for Europe.

No,
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Extralt of a Letter from Canton, in China, to Mr.
Pigou, dated the 20th Novembery 1771

{mall veffel, com-

manded by a Hungarian Baron, arrived at Macao.
He fays, that he was firft fecretly fent by the Court
of Hungary, with 2 body of five thoufand men,
which he commanded, to the affiftance of the Catholic
Confederates in Poland, who were at war with the
Proteftant party of the fame nation, affilted by the
Ruffians. That foon after his arrival in Poland,
and joining the Confederates, he had an engage-
ment with the Ruffians, who defeated his army, and
fent them into different garrifons in Siberia, where,
being cruelly treated, the Colonel and party with
him refolved to make their efcape, which they eafily
effeCted, their guard being very weak : from thence
they got to the port of Kamfchatka, where they pro-
cured a fmall veffel, and failing to the northward,
made land, which they fuppofed to be part of the
continent of North America. Finding themfelves
wrong in their trad, they altered their courfe, and
after five weeks fail came to Japan, where they had
{everal {kirmifhes with the natives. They afterwards
faw the Marian iflands, and thence bore away di-
rf:i(:lﬂy for Macao, being in great diftrefs for pros
yifions, :

ON the 23d of September a
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Extract of a Leiter from M. the Bilbop Le¢ Bon, .
dated September 24th, 1771, from Macao.

YESTERDAY arrived at Macao a veffel under
Hungarian colours, commanded by the Hungarian
Baron, Maurice Augufte Aladar Benyorfky, Coun-
cellor to Prince Albert, Duke of Saxony, Colonel
(in the fervice) of her Apoftolic Royal Imperial
Majefty, the Queen of Hungary, and officer of a re-
giment of the Confederation of the Republic of
Poland.

This gentleman, after having received feven
wounds in a battle againft the Ruflians near Kami-
nieck, was made prifoner of war, and conduéed
into the fame town where the Prince Szolits, Bithop
of Cracovia, is detained a prifoner of ftate,

The Baron found the means to elcape, after hav
ing received a patent from the Prince Bithop, the
prifoner, who exhorts all Catholics efpecially to affift
the faid Sieur Aladar Benyorfky, to procure him the
means of repairing to the' prefence of the Emperor
of Germany, and before the Holy Apoftolical Court.
The patent of the Prelate is dated from his prifon,
on the 6th of November, 1770. ‘

Qut of fifty-four men of his equipage, there re-
mains no more to, this Captain than eight men in
health ; all the reft are confined to their beds. For
two months paft they fuffered hunger and thir}. He
has been twice thipwrecked, and twice they have re-
paired their veflel. He is not acquainted with the
Portuguefe or the Spanith, but he {peaks Latin,
French, and German. He came from the North,
and has coafted the ifland of Japan, &c.

REMARKS
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REMARKS oN THE PAPER, No. L

"THIS Letter was written the day after the Count’s
arrival at Macao, and does not contain the leaft hint
of his banifhment into Siberia. It fpecifies no dates,
except the Count’s arrival at China, and that of the
patent, faid to be obtained at Kaminieck, 1T fcarce-
ly need obferve, that this account does not agree
with the memoirs; and that the Count was at oF
near the town of Qchozk, in Siberia, at the time
the patent is faid to have been given at Kaminieck.
Upon this occafion I have not the leaft inclination
to doubt the veracity of M. Le Bonj but whether
thefe inconfiftencies arofe from the difpofition of
concealing the particulars of his adventures, which
evidently actuated the Count, who expelted great
advantages from the knowledge he had acquired ; or
whether they may confift, for the moft part, of
thofe inaccuracies which ufually accompany the

relation of verbal communications, I fhall not here
attempt to decide,

——— SRR R — -

-

Onx THE PAPER, No IL

IN this paper it may be obferved, that the
Count, being defirous of keeping the particulars of
his expedition as fecret as poffible, judged it necef-
fary to communicate a pretended fet of adventures.
The letter inferted in the Gentleman’s Magazine
agrees very nearly with this report of Mr. Barlow: 1
fhall not therefore repeat the remarks I have already
made upon that print. The mathematical inftru-
ments in his apartment are not defcribed with fuffi-
cient minutenefs, to clear up the doubts, or con-
firm the aflertions, made in the note at the foot of

page Xix,
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page xix. It feems probable, however, that the crofs-
ftaff would not have poflefled a place among his
mathematical inftruments, if the quadrant had been
one of Hadley’s conftruction. Mr. Barlow fays the
veflel was about eighty tons burthen :—Benyowiky
(page 70, vol. 1.) eftimates it at two hundred and
forty: both are, perhaps, mere guefles ; but from
the dimenfions given in this paper, and the draft
of water mentioned at page 279 of the firft volume,
the Count’s number proves very near, though un-
der the truth,

Ox tne P A PE R, No.-llL

THIS is doubtlefs the original from which the:
fecond paper in the Gentleman’s Magazme (pag
vii.) was tranflated. As the Count’s 1ntent10n,
certainly, was not that of conveying information,
but of mifleading the enquirers at Canton, I have
not thought it neceflary either to attempt an emen-
dation of this imperfe&t copy, or to attempt any
tranflation.

Ox THE PAPERS, No.lIV. & V.

THESE Papers do not appear to require any
comment.
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g9auritius duguliug Tount de Wenpotghys

MAGNATE OF THE KINGDOMS OF HUNGARY
AND POLAND, ONE OF THE CHIEFS OF THE
CONFEDERATION OF POLAND, &c, &c.

CONSISTING OF HIS MILITARY OPERATIONS IN POLAND, HI§
EXILE INTO KAMCHATKA, HIS ESCAPE AND VOQYAGE FROM
THAT PENINSULA THROUGH THE NORTHERN PACIFIC
OCEAN, TOUCHING AT JAPAN AND FORMOSAy, TO
CANTON IN CHINA, WITH AN ACCOUNT OF
THE FRENCH SETTLEMENT HE WAS

APPOINTED TO FORM UPON THE
JISLAND OF MADAGASCAR,







PeHAE
MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS

OF THE

COUNT peE BENYOWSKY.

THE Count Mauritius Auguftus de Benyowiky,
Magnate of the kingdoms of Hungary and Poland,
was born in the year 1741 at Verbowa, the here-
ditary lordfhip of his family, fituated in the county
of Nittria, in Hungary. He was the fon of Samuel,
Count de Benyowiky, General of Cavalry, in the
fervice of the Emperor, and Rofa, Baronefs of
Revay, Lady and hereditary Countefs of Thurocz.
The early part of his life was employed in the courfe
of education, ftudies and exercifes which the court
of Vienna affords to fuch of its vaffals as are of illuf-
trious families: and upon his arrival at the age of
fourteen years he fixed his choice on the profeflion
of arms. He was accordingly received into the
regiment of Siebenfchien, in quality of Lieutenant,
and joined the Imperial army then in the field |
againft the King of Pruffia.| The firft battle at
which he was prefent was that of Lobofitz, on the
8th of O&ober, 1756, under the command of
General Brown ; the fecond was that of Prague, on
the 6th of May, 1757, under the Prince Charles of
Lorrain ; and the third was before Schweidnitz, on
the 12th of November, 1757. In the following
year, 1758, he had a fhare in the battle of Dom-

NoL. I B {tadt,
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ler the command of General Laudon, after
ich period hc received an invitation from his
ncle, the Sta' (t of * Bieniowiky, to repair to Po-
1, in order to fecure the nheritance of his Sta-
roftie. ﬂc, therefore quitted the Imperial fervice,
and haftened into qulddllxu, where he was 2 acknow-
ledged by his uncle as his heir, and fucceeded him
in the pof fleffion of his lands. His tranquillity was,
however, interruptéd by theTudden death of his fa-
ther, and the mtuhgence he received that his bro-
thers in law had taken pofleflion of his inheritance.
This unexpelted cataftr ophe demanding his imme-
diate r‘rc‘lzncc in Hungary, he quitted Lithuania,
with the fole view of obtaining pofleflion of the pro-
perty of his family ; but on his arrival he found the
whole in the hands of his brothers in law, who, by
force, oppoled his entrance into his own caftle. In
this co“i-l’lﬁ‘ure, attending only to the Jufhce of
iis caufe and the didtates of his vivacity, he repaired
Kruffova, a lordfhip dependant on the caftle of
Verbowa, where, after having caufed himfelf to be
acknowledged by his vaffals, and being affured of
their ﬁ;‘xdizy, he armed them, and by their affiftance
gained pofleflion of ail his effects. His brothers in
faw, thus defeated i in their murpnuon, adopted the
; Aok atrocious expedient to romp-gat his ruin. For
this purpofe, they reprefented him at the court of
Vienna as a rebel and difturber of the public peace ;
in confequence of which falfe information the Em-
prefs Qiz;‘fxl iffued a decree in Chancery againft the
C ount, who was, by that means, no onlv de pTIVPd
f his pro ope! Ev, 11L(OJlk) lled to vuthumw with
into Poland. It was in
he tra xwz,wd many memorials from Po-
1i

the utmo
vain that

land, tending to-juftify his conduct; as his enemies
{mprehul them, and continued firm in the ufurpa-
tion of his property.

Thus fpelled in the manufeript, after the Polith manner.

This
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COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 3
This difgrace, added to the efforts of a difpofition

naturally active, made him determine to travel; fo
that after eftablifhing his eftate in Lithuania in pro-
per.hands, he repaired to Dantzick, '\vith the inten-
tion of applying himfelf to navigation, and made
feveral voyages to Hamburgh, and from thence to
Amfterdam and to Plymouth. = He was on the point
of making a voyage to the Fait Indies in the year
1767, when he received feveral letters from the
Magnates and Senators of Poland, which engaged
him to return thither, in order to join in the confe-
deration then forming. The perfonal regard he en-
tertained for many of the nobility of that kingdom,
added to the juftice of their caufe, and the confide-
ration of his own peculiar interefts, induced him to
comply with the earneft folicitations of his friends.
He accordingly arrived at Warfaw in_the month of
July; whete he entered into an obligation upon
oath with the chiefs of the confederacy, to the fol-
lowing effect :—

1. That he acknowledged the confederation as the
only lawful tribunal of the republic, and that he
would pay obedience only to the orders iflued from
its council.

2. That he would not acknowledge the King until
the confederation fhould have declared him lawfully
eletted.

3. That he would join the confederation, on the
firflt notice, where they fhould determine to aflem-
ble, to oppofe the Ruffians by force of arms; and
that he would not forfake the colours of the confe-
deration fo long as the Ruffians fhould remain in
Poland.

4. That he would faithfully obey all the orders
of the council or generality of theconfederation.

1n the ‘month of December he left Warfaw, with
the defign of endeavouring to make his rights known
at the court of Vienna, but being at length deprived

B 2 of
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of every hope of juftice, he was obliged to return in-
to Poland.  Being thus unjuftly !eprived of a confi-
derable fortune in Hungary, without the fmalleft
expectation of recovering it, he determined to quit
for ever the domininns of the houfe of Auftria.
During his paflage through the county of Zips, he
was attacked by a vxolent fever, which obliged him
‘to mteiruht his J(\H’IICV On this ocmﬁon he re-
ceived rcpeated marks of friendfhip and regard in
the houfe of Mr. Henfky, a gent'eman of diftinétion,
and became enamoured of one of his three dauwh-
ters, with whom he foon after had the pleafure to be
united by marriage.

In this ftate he fonmd himfelf in the pofleflion of
happinefs and tranquillity ; but it was not his fate to
continue long in poffeflion of repofe. 'The confe-
derate ftates of Poland, a party of whom had de-
clared themfelves at Cracow, taking notice that the
Count de Be n)owﬂx} was one of the firft who had
figned their union at Warfaw, wrote to him to join
them. - T heir prc*,rw fohcxtatm*ls would have been
ineffeual, if he had not been aéted on by a ftronger
tie.  His oath compelled him to go. He therefore
departed without inferm:ing his fpoufe, and repair-
to Cra lCoW, where he Z“‘IVCd on the very day the
Count Panin made the affault. He was received with
open arms by the Marfhal ( uZ'll‘IlGZAV, and was im-
mediately appointed Colonel-General, Commander
of Cavalry, and Quarter-Mafter (xeneral

On the 6th of July (1768) he was detached. to

Tovit rg, to conduét a Polith regiment to Cracow,
a (onmmuon which he pcrfozmed with honour, Ly
bringing the wholf’ cbunerl, compofed of fix hun-

e T» arthal was {0 well fatisfied with the conduét
of the Count, that he prev ailed on the council of the
gener hry to appoint him Multer- Mafter General,

9D

place
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place for which he had a.competitor in the Prince
Martin de Lubomierfky, who, upon his arrival at
Cracow with two thoufand regular troops, was de-

clared 2 member of the generality of the confedera-

tion, and Infpetor-General of Cavalry.

Before the arrival of this Prince, the Count de
Benyowfky had propofed to the Marfhal an expedi-
tion to feize the fortrefs of Landfcron with the Polith
regiment in the fervice of the Crown, which was
quartered inthat province. The Prince de Lubo-
mierfky, on hearing of this propofal, thought the
enterprize eafy, and undertook it himfelf. ~With-
out acquainting the Count, he therefore gave or-
ders to his cavalry to proceed, and it was not till
after his departure that the Marfhal Czarnefky in-
formed him of this attempt. The Count de Ben-
yowtky did not hefitate to affure the Marfhal that
the Prince would be defeated by the Ruflians
before he had proceeded half the way, and that
there was no other remedy than to fend the reft of
the cavalry, without delay, to charge the Ruflians
at the inftant of their attack on the Prince. Unfor-
tunately, the Marfhal was long in deciding ; fo that
it was not till the fecond day after the departure of
the Prince that the Count de Benyowiky received
orders to march, with fourteen hundred cavalry, to
fupport him. In confequence of this delay the Count,
notwithftanding his utmoft diligence, did not arrive
at Kremenka till fix hours after the defeat of the
Prince. However, he had the good fortune to find
the Ruffians on the fpot, not.expeting any attack.
Upon the information he had received from his fpies
of their pofition and their negligence, he attacked
and defeated them, and retook two hundred men,
who had been made prifoners, of the party of the
Prince Lubomierfky.
~ After this manceuvre he himfelf formed the pro-
jet of carrying the attempt upon Landfcron into

execution,
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execution. On his march towards that fortrefs he
was fo fortunate as to meet with feveral bodies of
the Prince de Lubomierfky’s troops, which reinforc.
ed his own. At length he arrived before thefortrefs,
where he fummoned the troops of the Crown to fur-
render themfelves prifoners, and to put him in pof-
{eflion of the place ; which 'he had the fatisfa&tion of
feeing }""1""‘3"1“(*«'1 in the fpace of an hour’s time,
His firft p&(":._p(un,:; was to engage the new troops
under their oath of fidelity, in the fervice of the
confederation ; after which he difpatched a courier

to the Prince Lubomierfky, (who, fince his defeat
2 2 3

had taken refuge in Hungary, without troops ot
friends,) to amuan,t him with his {uccefs, and in-
vite him to refume his command. But two days
afterwards, having received undoubted information
that the Ruflian General, Count Apraxin, was on
his march to inveft Cracow, he judged it indifpen-
fably neceflary to baften to the defence of that place;
and as he forefaw that a town of that magnitude
could not be defended unlefs it were well fupplied
with provifions, he laid the diftrié&s of Bielcz, Land-
fcron, and Novitarg; under contribution, and ob-
tained eighty carriages of grain, with fix hundred
OXEn.

With this convoy he quitted Landfcron, and
marched towards Cracow. On his arrival at Vie-
licka, a town famous for its falt-works, he met a
party of Ruflians, which he attacked and defeated,
taking thirty prifoners, and the fum of nine hundred
and eighty thoufand Polifh florins, being the King’s
revenue from the falt-works. In the .tht of thc
29th'of July he came to the paffage of the Viftula,
from whence he difpatched an officer to inform the
Marthal Cuarnezky of his return, requefting that
the gates might be opened, to ddrlllt his party into
the town without being difcovered by the Ruflians.
The Marfhal, who was net acquainted with the

particulars
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particulars of the enterprize of the Count, but had

e

f heard by report that he was defeatec and flain, was
o overjoyed at his return, and he entered the city
S, with four thoufand c.:avalry, a large fum of money,
o and a fupply of provifions.

. Immediately ' after the arrival of the Count, he
of propoled to the Marfhal to_eftablith a camp without
e, the town ; reprefenting to him, that their numerous
% cavalry would exhauft their magazines without be-
e ing of any utility. In fupport of this propofal he
or oblerved, that the greateft ‘advantages would be
t derived from an entrenched camp, as 1t would .fqm-
5 jitate the jun&ion of feveral partics of the nobility,
A who durlt not declare themfelves in favor of the

s confederation, becaufe they faw no force to fupport

them againft the Ruffians. Lhe reprefentations of
the Count did not, however, prevail with the coun-
cil of the confederation. Orders were given to
¢ {hut and barricade the gates of the town, including
™ all the troops, whofe number amounted to thirteen
thoufand men. General Apraxin approached every

ad day nearer the town, and laid the furrounding
e country defolate, fo that it could no longer afford
d any fubfiftance to the befieged. Provifions, by
4 +his means, becoming Very fcarce and dear, the
d Count again p}‘opofed to the Marthal to permit him
3. to fally out with a party of two thoufand cavalry,
i in hopes that with this troop he might throw fome
d provifions 1into the town, and perhaps caufe the
At Ruflian Gepcral to raile the ficge. The council of
i the generality accepted this propofal, and permitted
e him to leave the city on the 23d of July, when he
¥ pafled out at the gate of the Viftula, and {fwam his
3 troops acrofs the river, every other paflage being
{fhut up.
Itacf _As foon as he had gained the open ‘country he
% ;dli_"patc:hed feveral officers to engage the nobility to
e join him, and furnith fubfitance for the befieged
tOwWIL
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town. As early as the 8th of Auguft he found him-
felf at the head of near five thoufand horfe and a
good number of carriages, loaded with provifions,
drawn by oxen, which were likewife intended to
make part of the fubfiftance.
guft he repaired to the paflage of the Viftula; but
finding it occupied by the Ruflians, he retreated to-
wards Vielicka, for the greater certainty of intro-
ducing the fupplies into the town ; and, as he con-
cluded that the beft method of infuring fuccefs would
be to attack the Ruflians on one fide, in order to fa-
cilitate the paflage on the other, he accordingly
marched on the 10th of the fame month, with three
thoufand horfe, direttly to the enemy’s camp, leav-
ing the convoy of provifions under the command of
the Baron de Klufewiky, Colonel of Infantry, with
orders to take advantage of the moment of the at.

tack to enter the town.

On the 4th of Au-

At three o’clock in the

morning the Count, in perfon, attacked the Ruffian
camp, and compelled General Apraxin to collect all

his troops to oppofe him, b
was left for the B

o’clock the Count, being convinced t
plies had entered Cracow, madea precipi
after having loft above fixteen hundred

Ruflian cavalry, compofed of Coffacks
purfued the Count, who, in
misfortune to have his horfe kil

after receiving two wounds, he himfelf

into the hands of the enem

‘The Ruffian General,
cefsfel manceuvre of th
a very high opinion of him,
Count to enter into the fervice of his foy

ye
being informed of the fuc-

e Count, was imprefled with

y which means a paflage
aron de Klufew{ky.

At eight
1at his fup-
tate retreat,
men. The

and Huflars,
his retreat, had the
led under him, and,

fell at laft

and propofed to the

offer which was rejected with difdain.

therefore, on the
prifoners to Kiovi
for two thoufand d

ereign ; an
He was,

point of being fent with the other
friends ranfomed him

a, where his

ucats, which 4re equivalent to

tWGIlty-
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twenty-two thoufand French livres.* Being thus fet
at liberty, he confidered himfelf as difpenfed from
his parole which he bad given to the Ruflians ; it
being an inconteftable truth, that a’man who pur-
chafes the ufe of his faculties has a right to apply
them to any ufe he may find neceffary for his wel-
fare. By virtue of this indubitable right, the Count
again entered Cracow, and was received with the
moft perfect fatisfaction by the whole confederacy.
At the firft council of war which was held, he
reprefented to the generality, that the town being
no longer able to hold out, it became an objett of
the utmoft confequence to fecure another place of
retreat. He therefore propofed to the council to
appoint him to feize the caftle of Lublau, fituated
on the frontier of Hungary, This project was ap-
proved of by the council, and the execution was
committed to the charge of the Count, who on the
22d quitted the town of Cracow, a body of fix hun-
dred horfe being appointed to follow him. On his
~arrival on the frontier he ufed every exertion to ob-
tain the intelligence neceflary to infure fuccefs to his
enterprize. Heeven ventured to vifit the command-
ing officer of the caftle, who was not apprehenfive
of the leaft danger. After a few vifits he had the
‘addrefs to engage more than half the garrifon, by
oath, in the intereft of the confederation, and he
only waited for the appearance of the detachment
from Cracow. But it unfortunately happened that
the commander of that body was fo indifcreet as to
divulge the purpofe to which it was deftined ; fo
that the news arrived at the caftle of Lublau before
the troops, and the Count de Benyowiky, who
waited in readinefs in the town of Georgenburg,
near the caftle, was feized, and carried into that
fortrefs. The precaution he had taken of remaining

* Or £.962 fterling.
n
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in Hungary did not fave him from the danger, be-
caufe the commandant of Leutfch, an Imperial town,
had permitted the foreign troops to pafs into Hun-
gary, contrary to the rights of his {overeign. The
commanding officer of the caftle treated the Count
with the greateft indignity, and, purfuant to his
order, fent him to General Apraxin at Cracow, who
had taken pofleflion of that town during the ab-
fence of the Count. . It fortunately happened, how.
ever, that, in the paflage from Novitarg, a troop of
two hundred confederates, whole commanding of-
ficer knew the uniform of the troops who were con-
dutting the Count, met them and refcued him out
of their hands. As foon as the officer recognized
the Count de Benyowfky, he furrendered his com-
mand to him. 'With this fmall force he marched
towards Lublin, a town where the reft of the con.
federation of Cracow had appointed to meet, in
order to join thofe of Bar. On his arrival near
Lublin he fent an intelligent officer to enquire
whether the Ruffians were il at a diftance, and
whether any part of the confederation had already
repaired to Lublin. The officer, on his return,
acquainted him, that he had found a party of the
confederates in Lublin, commanded by M. Der-
zanowiky, who was then bufied in engaging the
nobility of that palatinate to declare themfelves in
favour of the confederation ; but that be had like.
wife been informed that the Ruffians were advanc.
ing, by forced marches, to difl dge the confede-
rates from that town. This news caufed the Count
de Benyowiky to abandon his defign of entering
Lublin, inftead of which he proceeded to Spicza,
where he met a body of the confederates, who
joined his party. From Spicza he publithed feveral
manifeftos, in which he exhorted the nobility to
join him, fixing the rendezvous af Zamofc, to which
place he dire@ed his march.

On
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On his arrival at Krafnoflaw he learned, that a
party of the confederates, who had retired to Chelm,
was in danger of being attacked by a body of Rufl-
fians, compofed of one battalion of infantry, eight
hundred Coffacks, and four hundred Huffars. He
inftantly determined to haften to their affiftance,
and marched the whole night between the 1%th and
18th of O&ober, 1768. His arrival was almolit
immediately after that of the Ruflians, whofe cavalry
had began to fpread over the fuburbs.  He attacked
and diflodged them, and upon entering the town he
propoled-to Colonel Suhalfky, whom he found with
four hundred horfe in the great {quare, to leave the
town and attack the Ruflians. This being refolved
on, the Count marched out with his whole troop,
pretending to fly, in order to detach the enemy’s
cavalry from their infantry. He had the good for-
tune by this means to draw them two leagues from
Chelm, when perceiving them at a confiderable dif-
tance from their infantry, he faced about and brifkly
attacked them. The Coffacks were thrown into
confufion at the firft charge, and the Huffars, after
fuftaining the fhock, endeavoured to retreat towards
their infantry ; on the arrival of which the Count,
whofe force confifted entirely of cavalry, retired
with the lofs of one hundred and fix men, the ene-

“my not daring to purfue him. The affair being

thus terminated, the Count returned to Krafnoflaw,
where he had the fatisfa&tion to meet a party of
three hundred infantry, fent by the nobility of the
palatinate of Sandomir, to the affiftance of Bar,
the city from whence the general confederation
took its name. After the addition of this troop he
found himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, in
want only of field pieces and ammunition.

Before he ‘quitted Krafnoflaw he aflembled a
council, in which it -was determined to repair to
Zamofc, and take pofleffion of the town, in order

to
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to procure”the neceflary fupplies of arms, money,
and ammunition.  On the 28th of O&ober the
Count encamped in the fuburbs of the town, and
fummoned the commandant of the town to pay
the contribution of three thoufand ducats, arms
for two thoufand infantry, four field pieces, four
thoufand pounds of gunpowder, and fix thou-
fand pounds of lead. On the 277th, having received
nearly the whole of his demand, he quitted Zamofc,
with the intention of repairing to Belcz, in order
to encourage the nobility of that palatinate to
declare in favour of the confederation.
Upon his arrival at Grodeck he judged it proper
to remain fome time, in expeCtation of the parties
which the nobility of the palatinate of Lublin might
fend to him. Between the 6th and 1cth of Noverm.
ber he was joined by feven hundred and forty-three
horfemen, and one hundred and forty fantaflins,
whereupon, judging himfelf fufficiently {trong to
appear before Belcz, he quitted Grodeck on the
t2th, on' his march towards that place. As he
was paffing through the village of Lelki he met an
officer with difpatches from General Vitt, comman-
der at Kamieniecz, to the King. This officer, who
was compelled to deliver his packet, informed them,
that a Ruflian party was then in the field, for the
exprels purpofe of purfuing and deftroying the con-
federated forces under his command, and that the
Rufhan General had fet a price upon his head. After
this information, and from'the particulars contained
in the difpatches, he changed his defign, and inftead
of repairing to Belcz himfelf, he fent no more than
a detachment of fix hundred horfe to that place,
commanded by Colonel Suhalfky, to lay the town
under contribution. The. Count pafied, with the
greateit part of his force, to Sokal, a town not
far from Belcz, where he waited the return of his
Ipies. One of them arrived in the night of the
: rom whom he received information, that a
corps
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corps of Ruffians, joined by a regiment of Polan-
ders in the fervice of the King, were marching
haftily to furprize the Count, who they fuppofed to
be in Belcz with his whole force. At day-break he
difpatched an order to his officer in command at
Belcz to march out of the town in the night of the
21{t, and proceed towards the village of Lelki to
meet the Ruffians, and engage them to purfue him.
He exprefsly ordered him to retreat towards Sokal,
and not to face about till he arrived on the banks
of the river in the way to Sokal. After forwarding
thefe orders the Count quitted Sokal the 21ft of
December, and placed his infantry, with four pieces
of cannon, in ambufcade in a wood by the fide of
the road, while he himfelf, with his cavalry, re-
mained concealed behind an eminence nearer to
Lelki. In this difpofition he pafled the whole day
and part of the night, in expettation of the event,
frequently fending detachments towards Lelki to
oblerve the enemy. His officers returned every
hour with information, and at length the long ex-
pected hour arrived in which he received notice
that the detachment from Belcz had met the corps
of Ruflians, was immediately attacked by them,
and that ' the confederate party would very foon
pafs by his poft. . In fa&, the Count heard feveral
difcharges of fire-arms, and quickly after he faw
Colonel Subaliky retire towards Sokal, purfued by
the Ruffians.  He fuffered both to pafs until Suhali-
ky had proceeded beyond the wood where the con-
federate infantry was in ambufh. Thefe began a
fmart fire on the Ruflians, who inftantly halted,
and afterwards retreated towards the mountain, be-
hind which the Count lay concealed, out of the
reach of cannon-thot. The Ruffians drew up in
order of battle to receive the fhock of Colonel Su-
haitky’s - party, who came upon them, {fupported
by the infantry, out of the ambufcade. As foon

as
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as the firft fire had began, the Count rufhed upon
the enemy’s right flank, which being forced to give
way, fell upon the centre in the greateft diforder.
The Ruflians, neverthelefs, fought with defperate
valour as long as their ammunition lafted; but at
length being compelled to yield to force, they fur-
rendered themfelves prifoners, to the number of
four hundred men, being the remainder of a party
of three thoufand.

After this happy termination, the Count, fur-
prized to find no cannon with the enemy’s infantry,
was informed that the Ruffian commander, General
HUmailow, having perceived that the corps of Colonel
Suhalfky was only a detachment, had concluded
that the Count himfelf remained at Beléz; for
which reafon be fent only the cavalry, with fix com-
panies of chaffeurs, on the purfuit, and had him-
felf, with four battalions, fix pieces of ¢annon, ten
{quadrons of Huffars, and a Polith regiment of ca-
valry, proceeded to Belcz, with the intention of
deftroying the Count’s party. In order therefore
to obtain the belt information of the defigns of
this General, the Count de Benyowlky difpatched
a Polith Captain, M. Ribniczki, to make the ne-
ceflary enquiries, and, if poffible, to bring the Polifh
regiment over to the fide of the confederation.

After the departure of this emiffary the Count
etived with his troops towards Mofty, a town fituate
among the mountains of black Ruflia, about fixteen
leagues from the field of battle, where he remained
till the 27th of the month. On the 28th about
noon he was informed that a body of troops were
feen on the heights, marching with their colours
ng. He immediately ordered his forces to move,
and march towards them, with a determination to
give them a warm reception ; but he was foon agree-
y endeceived by the arrival of a Polith officer,

whom
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whom he perceived to be his emiffary, and who in-
formed him that the troops then on their march to-
wards him confifted of four {quadrons of Polith caval-
ry, who having quitted the Ruffian fervice, were de-
firous of joining the confederation. The ufual oath
was therefore adminiftered to them, after which the
Count refolved to proceed to Bar, in order to give
an account of his proceedings to the generality of
the confederation, aad to difpofe of his prifoners.
But the following day, baving received information
of the taking of Bar, and the retreat of the Count
de Potoczky towards the frontier of Turky, he
was defirous of joining him, and would have carried
his purpofe into effect, if he had not been folicited
by the nobility of the palatinate of Lemberg, who
fent feveral deputies to requeft him to approach
their town, and fupport them in declaring for the
confederation.  He therefore marched towards Lem-
bérg on the 4th of December, and levied a contri-
bution in that city, but was joined by no more than
fifty horfemen. From Lemberg he fent a party to
Brody, to raife fome money, and himfelf marched
towards the Dneifter. On the 14th he met at Za-
valow a purty of the confederates of the corps under
the Count de Pulauzky, from whom he learned the
whole of the misfortunes the confederation had
fuffered, the taking of Bar, the defeat of Count
Potoczky at Podhayze, and the imprifonment of
the old Marfhal Pulauzky: but the event which
moft fenfibly affeCted him was the defign of the two
fons of the Marfhal Pulauzky, who, feeing their
father imprifoned, were defirous of quitting the
army of the confederation.

All thefe circumf{tances determined the Count to
repair to. Zuaniecz on the 21ft. The young Counts
Pulauzky, his old friends, received him with the
greateft joy, as a friend capable of affilting in their
enterptizes, and on the following day he was pro-
claimed Commandant-General of Cavalry, and in-

T
{talled




16 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

ftalled in quality of Commander in Chief at Zua-
niecz, a place which the elder fon of the Count
Pulauzky ceded to him on account of the confidence
he repofed in his experience. Immediately after the
arrival of the Count a change was made in the dif.
cipline of the troops of the confederates. The

were better provided, and fubordination more ftrici
ly attended to. And as the rigour of the feafon
feemed to forbid the approach of the Ruffians, the
Count availed himfelf of the time to ftock the two
fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp with provifion,
in the latter of which the younger Count Pulauzky
commanded in perfon. He likewife ufed every ex-
ertion to reconcile the Counts Potoczky and Kra-
finzky with the Marfhal Pulauzky. But ‘this inter-
pofition had nearly proved unfortunate to the Count
Benyowlky himfelf; for the Count Potoefky, fuf-
petting him of an intention of releafing the Mar-
fhal Pulauzky by open force, had proceeded fo far
even as to iflue orders to arreft the Count de Ben-
yowlky. ‘The latter, however, having received
information of the proceeding, quitted the camp
and retired to Zuaniecz, where he connected bim-
felf flill more intimately than before with the two
fons of the Marfhal de Pulauzky.,

On the 29th of December the Count received
advice of the departure of the Count Potoczky,
with his troops, for Bender. He faw clearly that
this difunion between the two confederate parties
would deftroy their force; and for that reafon he
adviled the Count de Pulauzky to write to the
Counts Potoczky and Krafinzky, to reprefent to them
the numerous dangers to which they would expofe
many parts of the confederation, by feparating
from them: that, on the contrary, it was abfo-
lutel neceffary to re-enter Poland with a confider-
able body of Turks to encourage and fupport the
novility in taking up. arms in favour of the con-
federation,
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federation, which they might -eafily do by dfacri-
ficing their private interefts to the general good of
the republic. But the Count Potoczky, liftening
only to the fuggeftions of his.ambition, and flattered
by the diftin@tion he met with among the Turks,

perfifted in the defign of not quitting the Turkifh

army, in which he likewife prevailed on the Count
de Krafinzky to concur.

This precipitate departure of the Counts Po-
toczky and Krafinzky, and the diftance of the
Turkith army near Bender, entirely difconcerted
the two confederate parties, compofed of feven
thoufand eight hundred men, one half of whom
were commanded by Count Cafimir Pulauzky at
Okopp, and the other by the Count de Benyowiky
at Zuaniecz. Thefe two chiefs, in order to keep
their troops in {pirits, and likewife to anfwer the
effential purpofes of the confederation, took into
their pay three thoufand Lipky, a kind of light
Turkifh cavalry, and after having put the fortrefles
into a ftate of defence, they eftablifhed two camps
between Zuaniecz and Okopp.

Such was their pofition on the 22d of January,
1769. On the 24th they received advice thata
Ruffian corps, commanded by General limailow,
was eftablithed at Conftantinow, in Wolnia, and
that another corps, under the command of General
Kretfetnikow, had fixed their quarters at Lemberg.
Hence they concluded that the Ruffians defigned
to moleft them by their light troops till the ex-
pected arrival of General Galitzin with his army.
To prevent this, their firlt care was directed to the -
prefervation of the fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp,
after which they raifed their camp to march towards
the enemy. The Count Pulauzky undertook to
act againft General Kretfetnikow, and the Count
Benyowfky againft General l{mailow:. The latter
diretted his march towards Skalat, a caftle and

Vor. L C town
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town belonging to the Count Scipion, one of his
beft friends, a circumftance which, however, did
not prevent him from feizing the artillery and fur-
niture. From Skalat he marched to Viogrodeck,
Lampol, and Zaczflaw, at which laft place he re-
ceived a reinforcement of one hundred and fixty-
nine horfemen and eighty-two foot foldiers. From
Zaczflaw he retired into the foreft of Lackow,
whence he difpatched two of his officers  to recon-
noitre the enemy’s poft at Conftantinow. On their
return he learned that General Ifmailow was not
yet arrived, but that he was continually expetted,
and that there was at Conftantinow only a Major,
commander of fix companies of infantry, having
with him two field pieces, four hyndred Huflars,
and three or four hundred Coflacks ; and that the
enemy was ignorant of the pofition of the confe-
derates, whom they fuppofed ftillto remain in their
fortrefles. On this information the Count de Ben-
yolky marched bhis troops the whole 'night be-
tween the #th and 8th of February, and arrived be-
fore Conftantinow at four in the morning. - He im-
mediately difpofed his troops in order, and at five
o’clock attacked them in three different places.
The Ruflians made very little refiftance, fo that
great numbers of them were flain, becaufe the
Turks gave no quarter, a circumftance which obliged
the Count to threaten the Agawho commanded
them, that if he did not put a ftop to the carnage
made by his troop, he would punifh their cruelty on
the fpot. This firmnefs of the Count preferved the
lives ‘of many of thefe unfortunate men.

After having thus defeated the Ruffians he took
pofleflion of Conftantinow, which he laid under
contribution, and ‘then proceeded to Medzibors.
On the 15th he took the caftle of Medzibors, the
garrifon ‘confifting of fixty-eight grenadiers, with
cight pieces of ‘cannon, and a quantity of ammuni-
tion
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tion and provifions. From Medzibors he paffed the
river Bogh, and marched towards Grodek ; during
which he was informed that the Ruflians, in con-
junc&tion with General Branicky, in the King’s fer-
vice, having been made acquainted with the operas
tions and the march of the Count, had fent four
thoufand men, infantry and cavalry, from Bar, to
purfue him. This intelligence caufed him to haften
his march, and to pafs the river Smotrick to the
north of the caftle of Felftin. On the 27th, being
arrived at Satanow, he was informed that the
Count Pulauzky, not having fucceeded againft
Lemberg, had attempted to diflodge feveral parties
of Ruffians in the vicinity of that place, three of
which he had defeated ; but that having received
advices of the greateft confequence, he had retreated
towards Zuaniecz, in hopes of joining the Count.
On the 27th the Count Benyowiky quitted Sata-
now, and marched towards Grodek, and as he was
pafling through the village of Oftokopia he met
feveral carriages filled with wounded men, from
whom he learnt that the Count Pulauzky had
maintained a very fharp action with the Ruflians
near theriver Srebovicza, and had retired towards
Grodek, the Ruflians not thinking proper to pur-
fue him.

In confequence of this information the Count
halted to refrefth his troops, and after marching all
night he arrived about day-break before Grodek,
where the Count Pulauzky, hearing of his arrival,
met him, and conduéted him into the town. The
junétion of thefe' troops was one of thofe happy
turns of fortune which alone can change the
ifloe of a well-conduéted enterprize, fuch as was
that of General . Ifmailow, who, fince the affair at
Conftantinow, had fought the Count Benyowiky
without being able to join him. The Ruffian com-
mander, upon the information that the Count Pu-

C2 lauzky
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lauzky was at Grodek with three thoufand men,
determined to furround him, and would certainly
have done it, if the arrival of the Count, with his
corps of four thoufand three hundred men, had not
intervened and prevented it.

On the 28th, in the evening, the confederate de-
tachment announced the approach of the Ruflians,
who were on their march, to the number of ten
thoufand, in two columns.

On the 1ft of March, at feven in the morning,
they were at no greater diftance from the city than
one league, when the Count de Pulauzky prefented
himfelf in oppofition to them in the order of battle,
with twenty-eight companies of infantry, fupported
by fix pieces of cannon, with the Turkith and Polith
cavalry on each wing. At nine o’clock the altion
began, by an attack made by the Ruffian cavalry
upon the left wing of the confederates, which was
compelled to give way. The center was at the fame
time charged by the enemy’s infantry along its
whole front, which likewife engaged their left: at
this moment the Count de Benyowfky marched his
whole infantry to fupport the left wing of the Count
de Pulauzky, and himfelf, at the head of his cavalry,
rufhed on the enemy’s right flank, who were not
in the leaft expetation of this manccuvre. The
Ruffian General then divided his center to fupport
his wings, but the enemy’s Coffacks, who were over-
thrown, prevented the infantry from obeying their
orders. 'Theconfequence was, that the latter were
thrown into the utmoft confufion,and compelled to
make a precipitate retreat, with the lofs of théir
carriages and artillery. This affair coft the Ruffians
near twelve hundred men flain, and as many taken
prifoners 3 but the killed and wounded of the con-
federates did not exceed nine hundred.

On the 2d of March the two Counts quittéd the
town of Grodek, and marched towards Zuaniecz
with
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with the intention of calling a council of war to
decide ultimately on the meafures to be purfued.
On the 7th, on a {pot between Zuaniecz and Okopp,
they divided their troops in order to lead them into
thofe fortrefles, to repofe themfelves, after the fa-
tigues they had undergone.

A council of warwas held on the 8th, at which
the Generals Laurent, Potoczky, Grocholzky,
Radziminfky, Slabuferfky, Noviczy, and other
commanders of the troops of the republic attached
to the confederation were prefent. The two
Counts, perfuaded that the Ruflian army waited
only the return of fpring to make their approach
to the Turkifh frontier, reprefented to the council,
that it would be prudent to determine to quit the *
two pofts of Zuaniecz and Okopp, and return into
Poland. The reafons they offered were, 1. That
while they remained on the frontier of Turky, the
Ruffians would keep them feparated from Poland,
and confequently that the palatinates would never
dare to declare for the confederation, becaufe un-
fupported by any military force. 2. That they
themfelves would likewife continue unable to draw
any fupply either of fubfiftence or recruits from
Poland, to reinftate their daily lofles. 3. Laitly,
That the two fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp
could never hold out againft an army. Thefe re-
monftrances had no effeét on the Council, which
obftinately perfifted in the refolution of preferving
the two fortreffes; and for that purpofe they de-
termined to fend one deputy to the Counts Po-
toczky and Krazinzky to requeft fupplies of men
and money, and another to Conftantinople to fo-
licit the fame fupplies from the Grand Signior.
It was in vain that the Counts Pulauzky and Ben-
yowiky reprefpnted, that before the return of their
deputies the Ruffians would attack them, and put

it
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it out of their power to abandon their prefent pofts 5
for the council ftill adhered to their refolution, .
On the 1oth a foraging party brought word,
that they had difcovered a numerous troop of the
enemy’s cavalry at Korolouka, The Council im.
mediately ordered a detachment to the purfuit.
‘The Count him[elf took charge ofthis expedition ;
but inftead of the enemy he met a party of fix
hundred confederates, who had formerly ferved
 under the Prince Lubomieriky. On the 12th, in
the morning, advice was received by the Count, that
General Vitt had caufed feven hundred men to
march out of Kamieniecz Podolfky, to take their
pofition before Zuaniecz. The Council being in-
formed of this, gave orders to the Count to make
the necefary difpofitions to prevent their making a
lodgment, which he did by prefenting himfelf be-
fore them with eight {quadrons of cavalry. Upon
his approach he learned that General Vitt had fent
this detachment only for the purpofe of receiving
a Ruffian courier from Conftantinople, who was to
be put into their hands by a Turkifh detachment
from Chotym. On this information the Count de
Benyowiky acquainted the officer, that the Turks had
confidence enough in the confederation to pafs
the man in queftion through. their hands, concern-
ing whofe fate it was totally unnecefary for General
Vitt to give himfelf any trouble ; who, having con-
fulted his own vanity in fending his detachment,
might probably find reafons to repent the proceed-
ing. This anfwer was followed by an order to the
officer to withdraw inftantly with his party, or
ftand on his defence. The royalift officer retired
without delay, and returned to Kamieniecz ; and
the Count, on his part, retired to Zuaniecz, where
he found the Ruffian courier arrived, and received
him in charge from the Turks to be conduted to
Kamieniecz.
In
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In the night of the 15th the Count received a
courier from the Count Pulauzky, informing him,
that the latter having iffued out of Okopp with a
detachment of troops, on his march towards Oucze,
was attacked by the Ruffians, and obliged to retreat
towards Grodek, a village to which he had been in-
vited to come. The Count Benyowfky immediately
marched a part of his cavalry with the utmoft expe-
dition to his affiftance; but though he traverfed fix-
teen leagues in fourteen hours, he did not arrive
till after the ation, which, contrary to all expec-
tation, had terminated in favor of the confederates,
though the Count Pulauzky had no more than four
hundred men with him to oppofe a body of four-
teen hundred. The prifoners taken in this engage-
ment affirmed that the Ruffian party had been fent
out to reconnoitre the ground, and take fome prifo-
ners, in order to obtain information refpecting the
pofitions of the fortrefles Zuaniecz and Okopp.
They alfo informed the Count that General If-
mailow intended in a fhort time to attack thofe for-
trefles with twelve thoufand men appointed for the
enterprize.

On the 18th, upon his return to Zuaniecz, the
Count communicated this news to the council, which
was alfo confirmed by aPolith officer who deferted
from Kamieniecz to join the confederation. On
the 21t the Count de Benyowlky having received
frefh advices of the approach of the enemy, engaged
the Count Pulauzky to quit the fortrefs of Okopp,
as being incapable of maintaining a fiege; but the
council refufed to confent to the evacuation of that
place; and at laft, on the 22d and 23d, being af-
fured that General Ifmailow was at no greater
diftance than three leagues from Zuaniecz, they
gave up all their hopes. The members of the coun-
cil then deliberated only on the beft means of fe-
curing themfelves individually, and one after another

they
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they quitted the fortréfs to retire into Turky, taking
with them all .the Ruflian prifoners. This pros
ceeding confequently left the whole difpofition of
affairs in the hands of the Count de Benyowiky.
On the 24th, in the morning the Count beheld
from the fortrefs the enemy’s columns followin
cach other, and feparating at the village of Havri-
louka ; whence he conjettured that they intended
to attack the two fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp
at the fame time, a circumftance in which he was
not dectived. On the fame day about noon the
Count fired feveral eight poundersat the enemy,
loaded with only one third of their ufual charge.
The balls of courfe not reaching the enemy, they
concluded that they might, with impunity, approach
{till nearer the fortrefs, which they did the fame
day, and began to work on the ere@ion of batterics, *
On the 25th the Ruflians began to fire on the caltle,
and continued their cannonade till the clofe of the
day, without receiving any effetual réturn ; but in
the night between the 25th and 26th the Count,
after having given orders to the commanding officer
under him to fire on the enemy at day-break with
his heavieft artillery, fallied out of the caftle by the
gate of Ottaky, which leads towards the Dneifter,
with two thoufand horfe, and pafiing through
Brahy, he made the entire circuit of the Ruffian
camp, fo that he found himfelf by day-break at their
backs. At thisinftant the artillery from the caftle
began a very heavy and deftrutive fire on the ene-
my’s camp, which was within half cannon {hot of
the place. .~ Their troops, who could not rally with-
out being expofed to the fire which fwept their
ranks, were quickly thrown into the utmoft confu-
fion, which was greatly increafed by the fudden
violence of the cavalry of the Count, who rufhed
upon them, and forced them, at laft, to quit the
camp and baggage, and fly with precipitation to-
wards




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 25

wards Grodek. Their terror was fuch, that they
did not ftop till at the diftance of fix leagues from
Zuaniecz, and on this occafion they loft eleven
hundred flain, and three hundred and twenty-eight
prifoners, with two pair of colours, three ftandards,
and eighteen pieces of cannon.

After the deliverance of Zuaniecz, the Count,
defirous of afliting his companion, the Count de
Pulauzky, at Okopp, marched immediately towards
that fortrefs; but on his arrival he found itin afhes,
and entirely abandoned, except by the dying and
the dead. ~Some of the former acquainted the
Count, that the Count de Pulauzky, feeing the im-
poflibility of maintaining the place, had himfelf,
after repelling three affaults, fet fire to the town and
caftle, and immediately afterwards fallied out, with
the intention of forcing a paffage through the ene-
my’s camp to join the Count de Benyowiky; but
that their knowledge of the fubfequent adventures
of their intrepid chief extended no farther.

The Count, after having feen the wounded placed
inproper carriages, returned to Zuaniecz. On the
29th he received a letter from the Count de Pu-
lauzky, who informed him, that not baving been
able to form a paffage towards Zuaniecz, in his fally
out of Okopp, he had pafled the Dneilter, and di-
refting his march through Moldavia, he had hap-
pily arrived at Zombor, whence he propofed to join
the party of confederates at Sandomir in expetation
of the arrival of the Count, whom he advifed to
quit Zuaniecz and immediately retire into Turky,
in order to march freely through Moldavia on the
frontiers of Hungary, where he would himfelf wait
for him in the neighbourhood of Zombor. The
Count communicated this letter to all the com-
manders under him, and determined with them to
adopt the meafures propofed by the Count Pulauzky.

In
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In confequence of this decifion he fent two of his
officers to the Bacha of Chotym, to inform him of
his intention, and to requeft the neceflary affiftance
to facilitate his paffage. The Bacha acquiefced
in all bis demands, and promifed the indifpen.
fable affiftance required by the Count. Orders
were therefore immediately given to forward the
equipages to Otaky, a village fituated near Chotym
and on the 3oth he evacuated Zuaniecz and march.
ed to Braha, a Polith village on the bank of the *
Dniefter, oppofite Chotym, and under the cannon of
that fortre(s. Nothing now remained but to pafs
the river; but juft as'the Count was about to form
a bridge, the Bacha fent him word that he durft b
no means permit the eftablithment of 3 bridge
acrofs the river without exprefs orders of the Grand
Signior ; and moreover, that, upon refle®ion, he
did not think proper to venture to receive the
Count and his troops till inftrucions thould arrive
from Stamboul *,

This meflage threw the Count into the utmoft
embarraffiment. For as he had evacuated Zuaniecz,
he found himfelf expofed to the danger of bein
furrounded on the firft occafion by the Ruffi
who, having the Bacha of Chotym in their interefts,
might eafily, and without danger, attack the Count
whenever they pleafed. On the 6th of April the
Ruflians took pofleffion of Zuaniecz, and detached
2 party for the purpofe of entirely deftroying the
Count and his troops. In the night between the
7th and 8th he was attacked at Braha, by four
thoufand men, but the Precipitation of the Ruffian
General faved the Count. The cnemy’s cavalry
preceded their infantry, and firt entered the village,
where they were very ill treated by two batteries

* 4 e Conﬁantinople,
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the Count had conftru&ted upona fmall eminence.
Being thus forced to give way, they {ftopped the
paffage of their infantry, which defcended the moun-
tain of Braba; and as every fhot of the batteries
took effett, the Count had the good fortune to repel
them. Neverthelefs, as he was by no means de-
firous of a fecond vifit, he quitted Braha on the 8th,
and marched to Kitaygrod, where he laid a bridge
acrofs the Dniefter, and entered Turky in{pite of
the prohibition and menaces of the Bacha. He
then paffed through Mefava, and repaired to Stadi-
enieza near Chotym, where he pitched his tents near
the camp of the Bacha of Natolia, intending to reft
his troops for a fhort fpace, and to fettle upon the
meafures neceflary to be adopted in facilitating his
march through Moldavia,

On the 10th - he reccived an order from the
Bacha of Chotym to raife his camp, and leave the
dominions of the Grand Signior without delay ; and
this order was attended with the threat, that on the
leaft fign of refiftance he would caufe all the con-
federates to be cut in pieces. The Count returned
for anfwer, that as the Grand Signior had granted
his prote@tion to the confederates of the republic,
of which he was a member, it was with the greateft
furprize that he beheld the conduét of the Bacha,
who had already forfeited his word, by promifing
him every affiftance, which he had bafely departed
from when he forbad him to pafs the river at Braha,
and by that means expofed him to the mercy of the
Ruflians ; that there was no occafion for other
proofs to convince him of the bad faith of the Bacha,
who had fold his fervices to the Ruflians ; and that
he feared not his threats, becaufe he was well af-
fured that the brave men he commanded would not
execute a commiflion fo bafe asthat of cutting off
the troops of the friends and allies of the Grand
Signior, who had taken refuge in his dominions.

After




28 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

After difpatching this anfwer, the Count waited
upon the Bacha of Natolia, who was encamped
near him, and to whom he communicated ever
particular of the conduét of the Bacha of Chotym,
at the fame time that he requefted his affiftance
againft the violence of that traitor. The Bacha of
Natolia, who was fecretly the enemy of the Bacha
of Chotym, promifed the Count his affiftance, and
advifed him to fend a courier to Stamboul to ac-
quaint the Grand Signior with the behaviour of the
commander at Chotym, which the Count according.
ly did the fame day. On the 11th in the evening
the Bacha of Chotym fent an Aga of the Janizaries
to the Bacha of Natolia, with orders to fecure the
perfon of the Count, and fend him to Chotym to
be punithed for his infolence. But the Bacha of
Natolia kept his promife to the Count, by fending
an anfwer to the effet, that the Count, having fent
a cfauz or courier to Stamboul, was entitled by the
laws to an afylum till the return of the firman of
the Grand Signior; and that as his perfon was fafe
in his hands, the Bacha of Chotym need not doubt
his {ecurity, though he refufed to put him into his
without an exprefs order from the Grand Signior,
After the departure of the Aga, the Bacha of Na.
tolia advifed the Count to raife his camp, and re.
tire, left the Bacha of Chotym might avenge him-
felf by treachery: and this generous Turk, not
content with fhewing the Count every mark of friend-
fhip during his fhort ftay, detached likewife with
him a body of one thoufand horfe, to accompany
him to the frontiers of Poland.

On the 14th, the Count raifed his camp, and
marched towards Clerniowcze, the refidence of the
Hofpodar, at which place he arrived on the 16th,
and from thence difpatched feveral of his officers
to convey his baggage from Chotym; but thefe, on
their return, informed him, that the Bacha had
feized
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ed | ised the whole. Thus plundered by his allies,

Ted he marched towards Avriloveze, where he difimifled
. the Turkifh Spahis, and pafled, at length, to Za-
- dobricze, in Poland, preferring the chance of war,
1Ce though in a hazardous pofition, to the bafe treat-
of ment he had received from his allies.
ha On the 18th, after having refrethed his troops,
nd which confifted of about three thoufand nine hun-
o dred men, he propofed to march towards Zombar
he to join the Count Pulauzky, but many of the
'8 Commanders refufed to follow him, and left him to
ng the number fourteen hundred horfe ; refufing even to
5 take charge of the fick and wounded, the convey-
he ance of whom greatly incommoded the Count.
“ He forced his march along the river Pruth as far
of as Dobrilow, where he arrived on the 26th. From
ng Dobrilow he marched towards Oriow, and thence
- to Dorchovicz, which is fituated in a valley between
he the Carpathian mountains. On the sth of May he ®
of fent an officer from Dorchovicz to Zambor to pro-
e cure intelligence of the Count Pulauzky; and on
bt the gth his meflenger returned with the news that
e Count Pulauzky had retired into Hungary, and that
" the Ruffians were there under the command of Co-
a- lonel Brincken, who being apprized of the approach
. of the Count, had determined to feek him. The
e Count, being fenfible from this advice of his ex-
ol treme danger, which he could not avoid as he was
d- fhut in by his enemies, propofed to his troops to
th enter Flungary,and there wait for a favourable oppor-
o tunity to enter Poland, in junction with the Count
de Pulauzky. But they refufed to follow him, be-
d caufe they confifted, for the moft part, of deferters
he from the Tmperial forces, who durft not return into
h, the Emperor’s dominions. In this diftreffing fitu-
- ation he had no other alternative but to retire into
D the foreft of Zyduczow, which he immediately put
id in execution. _And Colonel Brincken would cer-

d tainly
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tainly have miffed him, if he had not received ads
vice of his retreat by a deferter who left the Count
at the paflage of Kippa, in the forelt of Zyduc-
ZOW.

The Ruffian Colonel, judging that the Count was
marching towards Stry to join the confederate parties
at Sanok, likewife haftened his march, and arrived
thither half a day before the Count, whofe forces
were weakened by fatigue and hunger. In this
ftate he was attacked, on the 19th of May, about
noon, by Colonel Brincken, at the head of four
thoufand men. The Count was at fif} compelled
to give way; but on the arrival of his cannon he,
in his turn, forced the Colonel to retire, who at
laft quitted the field, and retreated towards Stry.
The advantage of the victory ferved only to aug-
ment the mifery of the Count, who in this fingle
aCtion had near three hundred wounded and two
hundred and fixty-eight flain, and who had no
other profpet before him than either to perifh by
hunger with his troops in the forefts, or to expofe

himfelf to be cut in pieces by the enemy. How-
ever, that he might have no caufe to reproach him-
felf, he took the advice of his officers and troops
in his march towards Bialoboboky, who were una-
nimous to proceed to that pPlace. The proje&t re-
quired a fpeedy execution, though it was impoflible
to carry it into effe& without firft refrefhing the
men and horfes who had juft been in a&on, About
eleven o’clock the Count refumed his march, and
about ten in the morning of the z2oth he arrived at
the village of Szuka, where being obliged to halt
for refrethment, he was furprized by a party of
Coflacks, and had only time to quit the village and
form his troops in order of battle on the plain, be-
fore he was attacked by the enemies cavalry, and
foon after by their infantry, fupported by {feveral
pieces of cannon, which caufed the greateft deltruc-

tion
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tion among the forces of the Count.” At length,
in the heat of the combat, the Count, having be-
fore received two wounds with the {abre, was
wounded in the body by the fhot of a cannon,
loaded with old iron and other deftructive rubbith.
His fate decided that of his party, and the Ruflians
had at laft the fatisfattion of feeing him their pri-
{oner.

Colonel Brincken, the commander of the party
he had fought with, caufed the Count to be con-
veyed to the Ruffian General Prince Proforouzky,
who fent him to General * * * * commander
in chief of the army, then encamped at Tarnopol,
a man equally crueland bale, who, contrary to every
fentiment of humanity, infulting the misfortunes
of the Count, not only forbad the furgeons to drefs
his wounds, but likewife, after reducing him to
bread and water, loaded him with chains, and in
that ftate tranfported him to Kiow. It was fortu-
nate, however, that the wounds of the Count re-
duced him to a fituation which perfuaded his con-
ductor that he was in danger of immediate death,
and induced him, upon his arrival at Polone, to
make his report to Colonel Sirkow, the command-
ing officer at that place, who ordered him to be
carried to the hofpital, where he was cured of his
wounds by a French furgeon, named Blanchard
from whofe report, when the Ruflian commander
was informed that the Count was able to leave the
hofpital, he caufed him to be lodged in the town,
and advanced him fifty roubles for his fubfift-
ance.

During his ftay at‘Polone the Count became
acquainted with a Lieutenant in the Ruflian fervice,
named Milck, a native of Courland, who, equally
generous with his Colonel, offered him a fhare of
thelittle he poflefled. Thus it was, that in the loweft
ftage of misfortune the Count had the confolation

fo
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to find friends, and he already had began to think
his fituation tolerable, when he at once experienced
the reverfe, upon the arrival of Brigadier Bannier,
who relieved Colonel Sirkow in his command, and
who had a ftrong prejudice againft the Count. Im.
mediately after the departure of the Colonel ‘this
commander caufed the Count to be loaded with
chains, and conducted to the dungeon with the
reft of the prifoners, ‘to whom this inhuman tyrant
allowed no other fubfiftance than bread and water.
Upon his entrance he recognized feveral officers
and foldiers who had ferved under him, and their
demonttrations of efteem and friendthip was the
only confolation he received in-his diftrefled fitua-
tion.

Twenty-two days were thus confumed in -a fub-
terraneous prifon, together with eighty ofhis com-
panions, without light, and even ‘without air, ex-
cept what was admitted through an aperture which
communicated with the cafemates. Thefe unhappy
wretches were not permitted to go out, even ontheir
natural occafions, which produced fuch an infe@ion,
that thirty-five of them died in eighteen or twenty
days ; and fuch ‘was the inhumanity and barbarity
of the commander, that he fuffered the dead to re-
main and putrify among the living. The prifon
was not opened till the 16th of July, which was the
twenty-fecond of their confinement, and from thence
the Count was led to the place of arms, where feve-
ral bands of prifoners, all in chains, were already
convened. The order was foon given for their de-
parture for Kiow, and they began their march under
the guard of a company, cdmmanded by an ancient
Captain of Infantry. The cruelty exercifed by the
Ruffian officer towards the unfortunate men under
his fuperintendance was fuch as can only be imagin-
ed by a monfter like himfelf. His brutal difpofition
caufed him to deprive them of half their allowance

of
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of bread, the value of which he converted to his
own ufe, and he laid the villages under contribution
for exempting them from providing the prifoners
with lodging, at the fame time that he left them
expofed to the heat of the feafon and the rain in
the open air, without tents or any fhelter whatever.
'Thefe unhappy men, emaciated with hunger and
covered with wounds, being unable to march as faft
as the commander defired, were continually beaten,
and the Count himfelf was not excufed, though un-
able to walk without crutches. This treatment,
fo infamous and fhocking to humanity, caufed the
deftrution of fuch a number of the prifoners, that
out of feven hundred and eighty-two, which were
put under his condu& at Polone, he brought no
more than one hundred and forty-eight to Kiow,
the reft being either dead, or abandoned in the
forefts in a dying ftate,

On the 4th of Auguft, having at length reach-
ed Kiow, a town on the border of Ruffia, fortified
by fimple works of earth, the prifoners were again
fhut up in the cafemates, where they experienced
the fame bardfhips as at PoJone. The ftrength of
the Count’s conftitution, which had hitherto ena-
bled him to refitt fuch an accumulation of hard-
fhips and fatigue, gave way at length, and on the
12th he was attacked with a malignant fever that
quickly produced a delirium, which continued till

. the 8th of Scptc;nber. On the 1oth of the fame

month the governor of Kiow, Count Voieikou,
caufed the prifoners to pafs in review before himfelf
and a commiffary who was charged to take an ac-
count of the name and quality of each. The
Coant, whom they were obliged to carry, had not
ftrength to anfwer to his name when called in his
turn ; whereupon the governor made enquiry re-
fpecting his ftate, and gave immediate orders that
he fhould be feparately lodged in a houfe, and that

Vor. I, D two,




34 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

two roubles a day thould bz paid him for fubfift-
ance. 'lhis trcatment, by enabling the Count to
procure proper diet, foon put him in a fair way of
recovery. But at this crifis, unfortunately for him,
an order arrived from Peterfburgh to fend all the
prifoners to Cazan, and the Count being forced to
make this journey, though he was not compelled to
walk, experienced a relapfe, which obliged the
Ruffian officer to leave him at Nizym, a town de-
pendent on the government of Kiow. M. Levner,
a German merchant of that place, interefted him-
felf in favour of the Count, and obtained permiffion
of the Voywode to receive him into his houfe. The
care and attention of this humane and generous
friend reftored him to health, and enabled him to
appear in decent clothes. He fhould have thought
his mifortunes greatly alleviated if he had been per-
mitted to have remained at Nizym; but on the
arrival of the fecond convoy of prifoners the Voy-
wode placed him in charge of the commanding
officer. His benefaltor, from whom he was then
forced to part, had the generofity to prefent him
with the fum of two hundred roubles, which, for
fear of being robbed by fome of the Ruflian fol-
diers, he depofited in the hands of the comman-
der, whofe name was Wolkow, with a requeft that
he would keep it for him till his arrival at Cazan.
On their arrival at Tula, the Count having occafion
to purchafe fome provifions and other neceffaries,
requefted a few roubles of the commandant in the
prefence of fome of the other prifoners; but the
unprincipled wretch not only had the effrontery to
deny his having received any money, but likewife
treated the Count with the moft injurious and abu-
five language, and from that time ufed every means
in his power to render the reft of the journey un-
comfortable to him. He even carried his malice
fo far, that on their arrival at Cazan he accufed the
Count




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 35

Count before the governor, Count Krafnin Sama-
ren, of attempting to raife a revolt among the pri-
foners ; and on this accufation he was loaded with
chains and committed to prifon, from which he was
not delivered but at the prefling inftances of the
Counts Marfhal Czarneczky, Potockzy, and the
young Pulauzky.
" After his deliverance from prifon he was lodged
with a goldfmith, named Vendifchov, a native of
Sweden, who treated him with great kindnefs and
humanity. The reputation of the Count, and his
open difpofition, procured him a numerous acquain-
tance among the Ruffian nobility ; and one day,
being invited to dine with a man of quality, he
learned, by feveral particulars of the converfation,
that a defign was projetting again{t the government.
Some days afterwards, being invited again in the
fame company, one of the guefts addrefled him, and
propofed many queftions refpecting the difpofition
of the prifoners towards Government ; at the fame
time obferving that the governor of Cazan, hav-
ing no more than four hundred men in garrifon,
was very uneafy left the prifoners, whofe number
amounted to feven thoufand, fhould revolt, and
that to prevent fo dangerous an event, he had fent
to Peterfburgh, requefting orders to fend them into
Siberia. The Count immediately perceived the in-
tention of the perfon who queftioned him, but not
thinking it prudent to enter into-any converfation by
which he might feem to enter into an engagement,
he only replied, that the Governor, having a body
of brave men under his command, who were arm-
ed and in pofleflion of the fortrefs, had nothing to
fear from men worn out with difeale, and for the
moft part actually difabled ; but that he doubtlefs
atted prudently in taking every precaution fuitable
to the office he held. The continuation of this dif-
courfe led the Ruffian at laft to declare to the
D2 Count,
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Count, that the nobility of many of the govern.
ments were greatly difcontented with the defpotic
authority of the Emptefs, and that, in order to de-
liver themfelves, they were difpofed to enter inro a
confederacy to fhake off the yoke of flavery, and
become as free as other nations; that the prefent
moment was highly favourable to their defigns, be-
caufe the troops were employed elfewhere, and the
clergy, equally difcontented, were ready to join the
nobility, who befides might eafily gain over the
Tartars of Cazan, a people naturally difpofed to
declare in favour of the Turks. He ended his dif.
courfe by obferving that the Ruffian nobility like-
wife depended much on the afliftance of the prifon.
ers who were fo unworthily treated in their misfor-
tunes.

The Count, without any embarraflment, replied
fimply, that the prifoners being without arms, and
always kept in fight of their guards, could not dare
to make any attemptagainft government ; but that
on recovering their liberty they were difpofed 1o
fhew their gratitude in the moft zealous and effec-
tual manner, and that confequently, if they were de-
livered from their wretched fituation, no matter by
whom, their deliverers might be affured of their
attachment. After this converfation the Count re-
joined the company, and was received with fuch de-
monftrations of friendthip as convinced him that
the whole party confifted of malecontents. Im-
mediately after the company broke up, the Count
waited on his old friend the Marfhal Czarneczky,
to whom he communicated his difcovery. On the
following day the Marfhal invited feveral of the {u-
perior officers among the prifoners, and revealed the
fecret to them,in order that by their deliberations
it might be decided what mode of proceeding they
fhould adopt, in cafe they fhould receive any pro-
pofals on the part of the difcontented nobility. It

was
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was accordingly determined in fecret committee, that
the confederates fhould not enter into any confpi-
racy againft the government in conjun&tion with the
malecontents, to whom, neverthelefs, a promife
might be made, that in cafe they thould become
mafters of the city, the prifoners, being fet at li-
berty, would form a body which ‘fhould aét in
concert with their deliverers until the final orders
of the generality of the confederation might arrive,

The Count de Benyowfky was entrufted with the
management of this affair, which he purfued with
the greateft zeal, prudence and fagacity, in fuch a
manner as not to endanger any of the prifoners,
even on the fuppolition that government fhould dif-
cover the confpiracy. The malecontents, on the
other hand, entered into their purfuit with fo much
fpirit, that they fucceeded in bringing over to their
party the nobility of the governments of Voronicz,
Bielogorod, Kiow, and the greater part of Mofcow,
the capital of Ruffia. They only waited for the ap-
pearance of the Tartars of Cazan, who had engaged
to prefent themfelves before the town of Cazan
with nine or ten thoufand horfe.

Such was the ftate of affairson the 6th of-No-
vember, (1769) when a fudden change was pro-
duced by a quarrel between two Ruffian lords, one
of whom informed the governor, that the prifoners,
in concert with the Tartars, meditated a defign
againft his perfon and the garrifon. This apoftate
accufed the Count, in order to fave his friends and
countrymen. On the 7th, at eleven at night, the
Count, not fufpeting any fuch event, heard a knock-
ing at his door. He came down, entirely undrefled,
with a candle in his hand, to' enquire the caufe;
and 'upon opening his door was furprized to fee an
officer, with twenty foldiers, who demanded if the
prifoner were at home. On his replying in the
affirmative, the officer fnatched the candle out of

his




38 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS.OF
his band, and ordering his men to follow him,
went haftily up to the Count’s apartment.

The Count immediately took advantage of the
miftake, quitted his houfe, and repaired to the quar-
ters of his intimate friend, Major Wynbladth, who
was likewife a prifoner. After relating the adven-
ture to him, and engaging him to make his elcape
together with him, they quitted Cazan, and repaired
to the neareft village, where they took horfes of the
countrymen, with the intention of haftening to Se-
bukfar.  On their arrival at this place they ap-
prized feveral Ruffian gentlemen of the difcovery
of their plot, who having the ftrongeft reafons to
tear the confequences of the Count’s being arrefted,
gave him a podrufchna, or ordér for poit horfes,
with money and cloathing. ' From Schbukfar they
bey took poft,
and continued their route as far as Nizney Novo-
grod, where they gave out that they were officers
returning from Kizlar to Peter{burgh, charged with
dilpatches from the governor. The Voivod had the
politenefs to invite them to dinner, and treated
them elegantly, after which he furnifhed them with
a letter for the Voivod of Volodomir, which was of
the greatelt fervice to them, as they certainly
would have been arrefted if they had not been pro-
vided with it. They ftill continued to urge their
courfe, and pafled through Moicow, as well as
Twer, Velki-novogrod, and other places, in the
night.

At length they arrived at Peterfburgh on the 19th
of November, where the Count took lodgings ina
hotel, caufing his Major to pafs in the chara&er of
his valet de chambre. ~ Upon his firft going out he
met 2 German tradefman, by profeflion an apothe-
cary, who being given to underftand that the Count
was defirous of pafling by fea into another country,
diretted him to the lodgings of a Dutch Captain.
The

J

pafled to Kufmoden Janfkoy, where t
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‘The Count accordingly waited on the Captain,
and begged him to take him and his domeftic paf-
fengers, promifing to pay him five hundred ducats
on his arrival in Holland. The Captainagreed to
receive him on board, and as he was ready to fet
@il the following day he appointed the Count to
meet on the bridge of Neva about midnight, who
accordingly attended there exactly at the time,
with his.companion. While they were waiting
the arrival of the Captain with the utmoft impati-
ence, heat length appeared, and faluted the Count,
begging that he would remain on the {pot a moment,
as he would quickly return, after he had finifhed
fome prefling bufinefs with his correfpondent. He
did not fail to return foon after; and beckoned the
Count, who haftened to meet him. But at the very
siftant he was about to exprefs his gratitude to
the Captain, twenty foldiers feized on him, and *
knocked him down; after which they conduéted
him together with the Major, to the Count Cfecferin,
Lieutenant-General of the Police, who, ina very
mild and polite manner, piopofed the following
queftions to the Count.

1. He demanded the birth, country, age, and
religion of the Count?

2, Undet what power he had ferved before he
became engaged in the confederation ?

3. Who had perfuaded him to fign the a&t of
confederacy ? ‘

4. Whether he did not know that the court of
France furnithed money for the payment of the
troops of the confederates?

¢. Whohad engaged him, being a prifoner, to
éxcite the other prifoners to revolt, and what was
his :‘éﬁgn in cafe he had fucceeded, in getting pof-
feffion of Cazan.

6. Whether the other confederate chiefs were

concerned in the confpiracy or not, and whether
there
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there were not certain Ruffians engaged with him to
carry this abominable plot into execution ? their
names, and the manner in which the engagement
was brought about ?

7. After deferting from Cazan, why did the
prifoner repair to Petcr[burgh, if he had not fome
premeditated defign ? Whence bad he money for
making a journey of that length by poft, and why
did he pretend that his companion was his fervant ?

8. On the fuppofition that his defign was that
of quitting Ruffia, why did he prefer going to
Holland?

The anfwers of the Count were,

1. That he was born Magnate of the kingdoms of
Hungary and Poland, is aged twenty-eight years,
and profefles the Chriftian religion.

2. That he ferved in the Imperial army in qua-
lity of officer in the war againit the King of Pruffia.

3. That in his quality of Starofte, he thought it
his duty to affift the republic in thaking off a fo-
reign yoke.

4. That he was ignorant whether or no the
court of France furnifhed the confederation with
money.

5. That he had never excited the prifoners to re-
volt, his defign being no other than that of reco-
vering his own liberty 5 and that the tyranny and
cruelty he had experienced in the prifons had
forced him to this attempt ; that he never had any
intention of feizing the town of Cazan; and there.-
fore he could have no further intentions confequent
to the imaginary capture of that town.

6. That in quality of prifoner, it was neither ne-
ceflary nor expedient that he fhould become ap in-
former, and confequently that he declined anfwer.
ing the fixth queftion, .

7- That after quitting Cazan he had repaired to
Peterfburgh, for the purpofe of more eafily quitting

the
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the empire by means of fome foreign fhips ; that as
he had no other defign, he had caufed Major
Wynbladth to pafs as his domeftic, that their dif-
‘ficulties and expences might by that means be dimj-
nithed.

8. That as to his intention of repairing to Hol-
land, he had no other motive than his having met
with a Dutch Captain, who promifed him his paf-
fage, and that it was, befides, of little confequence
to him what country he might go to, provided it
were out of the dominions of Ruffia. ’

After this examination the Count was conveyed
to the fort St. Peter and St. Paul, and there con-
fined in a fubterraneous dungeon, feparate from
Major Wynbladth. On the 2:d,in the morning,
being the third day of his detention, his prifon was
opened for the firft time, and after three days falt he
received a morfel of bread and a pitcher of water.
On the fame day, in the evening, he was conduted
by an officer and fix men from his prifon to the
minifter, Count Panin, who was in his cabinet, and
who propofed an hundred queftions, one after the
other, without giving him time to anfwer, and at
laft fhewing him feveral papers, from which he
affirmed that he was acquainted with all the machi-
nations of the Count, he loaded him with the
harfheft inveétives, advifing him to affirm all quef-
tions that might be afked in the council, which if
he failed to do, he would find himfelfina wretched
fituation.  After this mild and friendly advice
Count Panin ordered him to be re-condutted to his
prifon, giving directions that he fhould be loaded
with irons.

On the 23d he was again brought forth, and con-
dutted before the privy council. On his entrance
into the place of meeting he beheld twenty Ruflians
feated, each having a theet of paper before him,

and
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and a pen in his hand. Count Panin prefided at
this council. The perfon who purmmed the fun&i-
on of procureur Iuld all the queftions which had
been made hy the Count Cfecferin to the Count Ben-
yowlky, and alfo his anfwers. Count Panin after
wards ordered the Count Benyowfky to fwear that
all thefe anfwers were tonformable to truth; with
which he immediately complied. After this pre-
liminary, Count Panin required him to retra& his
oath, and confefs the ‘truth, otherwife he fhould be
put to the torture. This threat, fx ifficiently hotrid
to thake the fortitude of the moft innocent perfon;
frritated the Cou nt, who replied to the minifter;
thm, as a judge, it ill Lu amc him to pbrlorm the
office. of executioner ; that juftice ought never to
have tecourfe to puum.xw“ before conviction of
the accufed ; and that the (‘OLI"lC:I having propofed
to me (,ounf to purge himfelf by ocath 1, it was ne-
ceflary that his convi®ion fhould be founded on
pmurs that his oath was falfe, ot that otherwife ev er}
violent proceeding againft him would be an aét of
Imna.,._\, to which he nevet could believe that her
Majeity the Empres would ﬂ‘l';c her fancion.
"This anfwer of the Count, whi ich was written down
word for word by the fecreta ry caumi feveral mem-
bers of the council to vindicate him againft the opi-
nion of Count Panin. T hug gentlemen obferved,
that the prifoner, h taving been convitted of nothmr‘
but an dtten ipt to defert, could not be condemned ag
a f{tate criminal. lh)s oblervation produced a dif:
pute between the affeflors, and the Count was con-
ducted back to his prifon ; from which he was again
I‘rou'rht forth on the morning of the 25th, and
onduled before the c0unm, where he was con-
fra onted with a Ruffian gentleman, whom the go-
vernor of Cazan had fent to Pmclfbursvh to be ex
mined by I’L council. This wretch was the famc
‘ i he Count to the governor of Cafan.
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knew of the plot which the Ruffians had formed againf‘c
government, that he had encouraged them, and that
be himfelf was the perfon who had promifed the
difcontented party to affift them with all the pri-
foners. The prefident ordered the Count toan-
(wer this accufation, which he did, by freely affirm-
ing that he had, in feveral companies of the nobi-
lity, heard propofals treated of againft the governor
of Cazan. That thefe noblemen had aétually made
formal propofitions to him, to become conneted
with the party of malecontents, and to engage all
the prifoners in their intereft: but that as his fitua-
tion as a prifoner did not require him to abandon his
principles and betray them, he had kept the fecret;
and as far as related to the propofitions made to
him by the malecontents, he had anfwered without
hefitation, that the prifoners would not engage in
any attempt againft the government of Cazan, and
ftill lefs againft the interefts of the Emprefs : That
it did not become them to intermeddle in the pre-
tenfions of the Ruffian nobility, who alone were to
decide their own quarrel, and that the prifoners
would patiently fuffer their fate, though the dif-
contented nobility might depend upon their fervices,
in the fingle cafe only that they fhould firft fet them
at liberty.

The Ruffian himfelf acknowledged that this ac-
count was true; after which the Count was returned
to prifon till the 2gth, when he was brought be-
fore the council to receive his final judgment. At
the commencement of this fitting the prefident
threatened the Count to put him to the torture;
but being unable to urge any crime but that of de-
fertion againft him, be propofed to the Count to
figna refignation, by which he obliged himfelf never
to ferve againft the Ruffians; to quit the empire

without delay ; and never to return, on pain of death.
Under

¢ maintained before the council, that the Count
3
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Under thefe conditions Count Panin promifed him
his liberty. Count Benyowfky did not hefitate to
fign his refignation, of which the following is the
purport,

I, the underfigned, do acknowledge, that having
been feized in my flight from Cazan, and her Impe-
rial Majefty of all the Ruffias having pardoned me
by her natural clemency, I have entered into the
prefent renunciation, never to ferve any power againft
the arms of her mpetial Majefty ; and that, upon
becoming in pofleflion of my liberty, I promife for
cver to quit her dominions, obliging myfelf, under
pain of death, not to enter them again under any
pretext whatever. Done at Peterfburgh, the 22d of
November, 1769.

The Count, after having figned this engagement,
inftead of being fet at liberty was recondu&ed to
his prifon, and there confined till the 4th of Decem-
ber, when, about two hours after midnight, an offi-
cer with feven foldiers came to him, giving orders
that they fhould take off his chains and clothe him
in a fheep-fkin garment ; after which his fetters were
again faftened on, and he was conduced into the
tourt of the prifon and thrown upon a fledge, to
which two horfes were harneffed, which immediate-
Iy fet out with the greateft fwiftnefs. The darknefs
did not permit the Count to difcern the objelts
around him, but the noife of many bells led hinm
to think that he was followed by feveral fledges, 4
¢ircum{tance which excited a long train of refleti-
ons on the fatality and fingular circumftances of his
deftiny. " »
. Atthe beginning of his journey he conceived fome
hopes that he was to be conduéed into Poland ; but
at day-break the fight of feveral villages, through
which he had pafled after his departure from Cazan,
deftroyed that hope, and convinced him that he was
on his way to Siberia as an exile,

k
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When they refted at noon the Count received
2 morfel of dry bread, an! on defcending from his
{ledge to mount into another, he perceived Major
Wvnbladth, who was the companion of his misfor-
tunes. The exceflive cold caufed the Count to {uf-
fer much pain from his wounds, and he was almoft
frozen when the commander of the convoy made
him difmount to pafs the night in a cottage. When
he recovered the ufe of his faculties he perceived that
he was in company with Major Wynbladth, who
not being wounded was better able to fupport
the rigour of the feafon. In this common ftate
of misfortune it was fome confolation that they
could fee each other and communicate their re-
flections.

The Ruffian commander, Prince Maneow, Lieu-
tenant of the troops of the Senate, being affeted
with their deplorable fituation, informed them, in
confidence, that his orders were to conduct them to
Mofcow, from whence they were afterwards to be
carried to Tobolzk, and thence to Kamchatka, the
place of their exile. He had likewife the politenefs

‘to caufe them to eat with him.

When they arrived near Mofcow their conductor
quitted them, and returned with fledges, and a de-
tachment of fixteen foldiers, headed by a Lieute-
nant, who relieved the Prince Maneow, condutted
them forward on their journey. On the s3th of
December they arrived at Volodomir, where they
were joined by four fledges with four exiles, like-
wife deftined to pafs the remainder of their lives at
Kamchatka, and from that {tation they had the con-
folation of their company. The Count, who was
well acquainted with the Ruffian language, made
enquiries concerning thefe four prifoners. The one
was Vaflili Vaffilics Panow, Lieutenant of the

Guards; the fecond Hippolite Stepanow, Captain
of
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of Infantry ; the third Afaph Baturin, Colonel of

Artillery ; and the fourth Ivan Juanies: Solmanow,
Secretary of the Senate of Mofcow. Their efcort
confifted of forty-fix foldiers of Volodomir, under
whom they were conduéted to Nizney Novogrod,
where they arrived on the 18th, and from thence
they were drawn to I\uzemodcmpzlxoy, a town
where their guard was reinforced with one hun-
dred and fifty horfemen, to pafs more fecurely
through the government of Cazan, at that time
difturbed by the incurfions of the Tartars, who,
fince the departure of the Count, had already com-
mitted feveral acls of hoftility, and with whom a
party of the prifoners deferted from Cazan had
taken refuge. Thefe circumftances occafioned the
commander of their party not to ftop in any of
the villages, but to make the beft of his way to
the town of Malmitz, fituated on the banks of
the river Viattka, where the reinforcement left
them. From Malmitz they were drawn to Saragut,
and thence to Kunzir, from Kunzir to Tuninkz,
and from thence to lobol71\, the capital of Siberia,
diftant feven hundred and eighty leagues from
Peter{burgh.

On their arrival they were lodged in the town,
each feparately with his guard. The Governor,
Count Denis Juanovicz Clecferin, brother of the
Lieutenant-General of the Police of Peterfburgh, a
man as remarkable for his humanity, as for the po-
litenefs of, his behaviour, not only caufed the irons
of the exiles to be taken off, but likewife afforded
them every kind of affiftance, even to the furnifh-
ing them with linen; and as he was affetted with
the mifery of thefe unfortunate men, he granted
them his permiffion to pafs fourteen days in the
town, to recover thelr health, w‘nch was much im-

During
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During the whole time that the prifoners remained
at Tobolczk they were furnithed with provifiong
from *his own kitchen, and on their departure he
prefen;ed each of them with the fum of fifty rou.
bles, with a quantity of brandy, and likewife five
hundred pounds of tobacco, an article of great
value at Kamchatka. g

We fhall here terminate the narrative which we
have colle&ted of the adventures of the Count, and
fhall relate the fequel as it is written with his own
hand. y
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OF THE

COUNT pt BENYOWSKY
INTO SIBERIA,

IN confequence of an order of the Senate
of PETERSBURGH, by which he was ba-~
nithed to KAMCHATKA.

GHR AR R

Introduion—The Count arrives at Tobolczk, the
capital of Siberia—Humanity of the governor.—
Departure from that place—Villages on the road.
w—City of Tara.—River and town of Tomfky.—
The Tartars intereft themfelves in favour of the
exiles—A propofal is made to the Count to ¢fcape
to China, to which bis wounds prevent bis acced-
ing.—Prefent to the exiles from the Tartars—Dif-
interefled. bebaviour of their conductor.

I W AS born of an illuftrious family in Hungary,
and ferved the ftates of the republic of Poland
with fome diftin&®ion, under whofe colours I had
the misfortune to be made prifoner by the Ruffians

Vor. L E in
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in open war, after receiving feventeen wounds,
"This unfortunate event fubjeted me to every cala-
mity which tyranny can mﬂx& I was conveyed
from one prifon to another, and at laft condemmned
to the unhappy ftate of flavery. In confequence of
the order of the Ruffian Senate for my ban Aﬂ‘n.l ent, |
was loaded with fetters, and conduéed to lobolczl\,
the capital of Siberia, confifting of about five hun-
dred houfes, inhabited by hm“‘ms and Tar fnTS. It
ftands at the foot of a mountain, on the top of which
is a caftle, commanding the town, and fe ving as
a place of refidence for the governor.

The garrifon of this town u ifaally confifts of two
regiments of infantry, three fg uguuwo of cavalry,
and two or three hundred C

} ™
vrory (A
L

Coflacks. Th

Téc e governor
- - l'\‘ “ i) - :‘ ) ,. {

of iwc.c* , Lount Denis Juanoviecz Clecferin, a

man equz eltimable for the humanity and gene-

rofity of dif

pofition, Cﬂ',-:u my icnem to be

taken off 1 Y. C y
providing me with a odging, ]\cuxml many fa,\'oms
upon me and Mr, ‘,“-*‘v';.."xllb-j the companion of
i’

my misfortunes. This gentleman was 2 “dem‘ un-

& a 1V

der the confederation, who having fhared in my
former adventures, was likﬁ'v'if': the partner of my

TRMEHCD o R g -y e S
Danliaiment. 1E T(J[y

1

favour which I obtained
from the gﬂvcmm was, doubtlefs, the ufe of pen
;and paper, to difli i" te my cares. Precious inftru-
ment, whxd) can give the thadow of };"e"ty where
e fubftance exx:is 17ﬂt.’ Ineftimable gift of art,
wuo[e value can be truly eftimated by thefe only
who have felt thy lofs | With thee I fhall {till poflefs
the lowm nts of the mir 1d ; and by thy affiftance

1hai
e misfortunes and complaints may be tranfmitted
to future t:mc:;!

I arrived at Tobolczk on the zeoth of jmuary,
1770, and as I did not guit this town till the 4th
of February, the benevolence and care -of the go-
vernor enabled me to recover my health and ltvwgt

to
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to fupport the voyage with greater courage. The
governor, after having loaded me with marks of
his favour, which was likewife extended to my five
companions, difpatched us for our place of deftina-
tion, under the efcort of a Sottnik of Coffacks,
with twenty-four men under his command ; at the
fame time he informed us that our conduttor had
orders to treat us with kindnefs. We departed
from Tobolczk with fixteen fledges, fo that we
had a fledge for every two excepting the comman-
der, who had one for himfelf. The firlt paufe we
made was at Sobulak, a village inhabited entirely
by Vartars. Our commander lodged us all with
him in a houfe, and promifed that this fhould be the
cafe throughout the journey. We eat with him,
and the Coffacks might have been taken for our
fervants, from the particular attention which our
condudor ordered them to pay us. His example
cauled the whole troop to omit no means of ren-
dering our journey as agreeable and as comfortable
as could be expeéted in a ftate of flavery.

On the 5th we departed from Jubalak to continue
our journey, and at noon we refted near a river
named Supkra to refrefh our horfes. Our conduc-
tor informed us, while his troop was employed in
procuring fome provifions from the neighbouring
villages, that he was the fon of a Swedifh colonel,
who had had the misfortune to be banifhed, and
that he himfelf, being a native of Siberia, had been
inrolled among the Coffacks, over whom he at pre-
fent was Sottnik, or commander of one hundred
men; that fince his promotion he had always en-
deavoured to obtain the charge of the exiles which
were to be conduéted into Siberia, as it gave him
the greateft fatisfaction to have an opportunity of
alleviating their misfortunes. The free and open
manner with which this officer exprefled himlelf,
fufficiently fhowed that he fpoke his real fentiments,

Kz and
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and it was a great confolation to us to find ourfelves
under the diretion of a virtuous and compaflionate
man. From Supkra we continued our journey
along the banks of the river Jrtieth, and arrived at
the {mall town of Berenowzky, where we pafled
the night. At this place we found twenty exiles,
who treated us with fith. Thefe unfortunate men
affured us, that in the fingle province of Tobolczky
there were upwards of twenty-two thoufand exiles,
reduced to feek their maintenance by the chace.
From Berenowzky we departed on the 6th, and
arrived very late in the night at Ifirga, a village
compofed of about fifteen houfes, inhabited by
exiles; among whom I recognized an Hungarian,
who informed me, that he had been Major of one
of the regiments of Huffars in the Ruffian fervice,
commanded by General Horvath; and that he had
the misfortune to be banifhed for requefting his
difmiff.on, in order to return into his own country.
He aflured me, that he was a gentleman of the
family of Orofz. AsIran no rikk in converfing
with this unfortunate perfon in the Hungarian
language, which was underftood by no one prefent
but him and myfelf, I afked him many - queftions,
and among others, how it happened that fo great a
number of exiles, reduced to the moft extreme
mifery, had not yet made fome attempts to efcape ;
to which he anfwered, that a confiderable number
of their companions had already attempted to
efcape towards Perfia, but having been met by the
Nogais Tartars they were all flain, and that this
event had intimidated the others, and prevented
them from following their example, Befides which
he informed me of fo many obftacles, that at laft
I was convinced of the great difficulty of efcaping
trom exile at Tobolczky, and refle€ted with great
fatisfaCtion that my deftination was to Kamchatka,
on the fea coaft, though I am perfuaded that there

is
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is no country whatever in which liberty may not be
gained by an affociation of refolute men, infpired
with the love of independence.

On the #th, after having pafled the river Ifirga,
we arrived at Jufka, a village inhabited by Tartars,
who regaled us with mare’s milk and horfe’ flefh.
The exceflive cold and the wind, which threw up
the fnow in whirlwinds and drifts, fotced our com-
mander to remain at this village four days. We
quitted it on the 11th, early in the morning, and
about noon we refted on the banks of a river, over
which we forded, and from whence we proceeded
to Ahufca, a village fituated on the banks of a river
of the fame name, which falls into the river Irtifck.
Here we pafled the night, and the next day pro-
ceeded to Tara, the capital of the province of the
fame name. The commander of our troop pro-
pofed to pafs fome days in this town, on account
of the feverity of the weather, as well as that we
might reft ourfelves, and be better enabled to fup-
port the fatigues of the reft of our journey, which
was to be made without fledges. During our ftay
at Tara the commandant allowed us the liberty of
walking in the town, and even in the environs: his
friendly difpofition towards us extended fo far, that
he prevailed on the Voivode to invite us to dinner,
and afterwards perfuaded feveral of the inhabitants to
make us prefents. Thele confifted of habits for
the feafon, and a confiderable quantity of brandy.

On the 22d we at length quitted Tara, and after
having repafled the river Irtifka we arrived at Luky,
a village inhabited by Tartars; from whence we
continued through immenfe woods and over lofty
mountains, where we all fuflered greatly from fatigue,
and more efpecially myfelf, who was covered with
wounds. Our days journies were very fhort, our
nights pafled in the midft of fnow, and our horles
had no other food than mofs. On the 3d of April,

being
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being encamped on the river Om, we were furprized
by a band of Tartars of the hord of Barabuts. On
their firlt appearance we requefted the commandant
to fupply us with arms to defend ourfelves, and
immediately mounted our horfes. The Tartars ap-
proached, obferved us for a moment, and pafled by,
fuﬂ gallop, without moldting us. After their

zutuxe we crofled the river Om, and continued
our march to the river Juakra, on the borders of
which we pitched our tents. At day-break, juft
at the moment we mounted our horles, we dif-
covered a troop of armed men on foot, who called
out to us, in the Ruflian language, to wait for
them, which our conductor caufed us to do. On
their arrival they faluted us, and atterwards addref
fing our chief, they propofed many queftions re-
fpetting our fituation, which, when they learned,
they condoled with wus, and informed us that they
were our partners in misfortune, having been ex-
iled into olberm, and that for ten years palt they had
{fubfifted merely by the ci.acc and fithing. Their
number . amounted to fixty-three mun, who ap-
parently had fome enterprize in contemplation,
Our commander, who was apprehenfive of bad con-
ir company, pro \pof dto part, but

|
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fequences from thei
they compelled him to remain three days on the
fpot.

Thele hunt{men, finding our provifion of brandy

excellent, did not fuffer us to depart but with 1‘1:gicl;
at length, however, being delivered from thefe im-
portunate people, we quitted the river Juakra, and
marched towards Bogorodekoy, where we arrived
on the rith. From Bogorodekoy we croffed the
. 1 " . 3

river Oby, and on the 17th we arrived at Tomizky, a
town regularly enough built, but peopled, for the
it pe hT 1 f d he bank
motl .l,urt, vith Tartars. t is fituated on the banks
of the river Tomizky, and, for its defence, is pro-
vided with a kind of fort, in which the Voivode of
the province refides, with four hundred foldiers and
eight
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eight hundred Coffacks. The governor’s name was
Villeneuf, of French origin, Licutenant-Colonel in
the fervice of Ruffia, and formerly an exile. He
received us with humanity, and by the perfuafion of
our conductor, permitted us to remain in the town
till the 10th of May, in order to avoid the incle-
mency of the feafon, which was fo much the more
dangerous, as the weather is always extremely wet
at the latter end of April and the beginning of May.

We pafled our time not difagreeably at ‘Tomizky,
becaufe the Tartars, being informed by our con-
du&or, that we had the misfortune to be made pri- -
{oners of war when fighting in conjunétion with the
Turkith army, made it a_point of religion to affift
us. Among others a dealer in fables interefted
himfelf more particularly in my welfare. He pro-
pofed to me to make my efcape towards China, and
exprefled his readinefs to run the ritk of accompa-
nying me. e informed me that he was bornin
the hord of Kantay, in the country of Kalkaz, on
the borders of China, and was perfe&ly acquainted
with the road thither. 1 fhould haveaccepted his
propofal with joy, if the difficulty, or rather the im-
poffibility, of travelling at leaft three hundred leagues
on foot had not detained me. The deplorable fi-
tuation to which my wounds had reduced me
was {ufficient to convince him of the impoffibility
of my accepting- his propofition. He _therefore
loaded me with prefents, which, whether they
came from him alone, or from the whole body
of Tartars of Tomf{zky, amounted to more than
nine hundred roubles, a fum which we divided
amongft us, and out of which we were defirous of
making a prefent to our conductor. - But this ge-
nerous man refufed to accept of the fmalleft trifle,
and affured us, that on our arrival at Kamchatka
we fould find fufficient occafion for our money.

CH&Y
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Departure fromT. omfzky.— Fufka Krafnsiar/zh. Llimfk.
—Price current of European goods and Jurs at that
place— Jakutzk.— Privileged company of traders
in furs—The count projects his Juture efeape in
concert with M. Hyffman.—A Jociety of exiles
Jormed—They depart for Fakutzh, leaving M,
Hoffman bebind —Their guards quarrel—Alarm-
ing confequence of Mr. Hoffman’s death.— s effelts
bappily prevented.

ON the 11th of May we at length quitted the
town of Tom{zky, and paffed through a defert coun-
try covered with woods and mountains, always en-
camped in the fnow, and after fourteen days moft
painful march we were neceflitated to reduce our
allowance to half a pound of bifcuit per day. Be-
ing thus exhaufted by hunger and fatigue, after lof-
ing eight Coffacks and twelve horfes on the road, we
at length arrived onthe 18th at Jutka Krafnoiarfzk,
a town fituated on the banks of the great river Je-
nifea : it confifts of about thirty houfes, inhabited
by Ruffian exiles; the fort, more properly called the
miferable intrenchment, in which the houfe of the
Voivode is built, is a raifed Iquare furrounded with
palifades, and the garrifon which defends it js com-
pofed only of twenty foldiers, who are likewife
exiles,

The Voivode of this province, famous for jts mi-
fery, lodged us in his fortrefs, and did not conde-
fcend to fee us till our condu@or had informed him
that we intended making him a prefent.  This
news, which our conduor likewife communicated

to



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. * 57

to us, occafioned the Governor to invite us to fup-
per; and he did not difdain the acceptance of fixry
roubles as a prefent, and for a like fum he fold us a
{mall barrel of brandy, containing about eighteen
bottles.

On the 19th, in the morning, the Voivode prefled
our conduétor to depart, and we quitted this place
about noon. The continuation of our journey was
not more agreeable than that from Tomizk. No
object prefented itfelf to our eyes but an immenfe
plain of fnow, here and there interrupted by moun-
tains. Every fucceeding day became more fatigu-
ing. Weloft almoft all our horfes, and we paiied
the two chains of mountains which feparate the .
government of Illim{k from that of Jenifeifk, almoft
dying with hunger, having no other fubfiftence than
the bark of the birch tree fteeped in water.. At
length however we arrived on the 25th of July,
and the 26th day of our march, on the banks of
the river Angara, where we had the good fortune
to meet a hord of Tungus Tartars, who gave us
four elks, with a provifion of dry fifh, in exchange
for tobacco and brandy.

On the 26th we arrived at Illimf{k, the capital of
the province of the fame name; fituated on the
banks of the river Illima. This town poflefles a
confiderable trade, arifing from the quantity of furs
depofited here, which the exiles keep till the arrival
of the Ruflian merchants, who purchale them in
exchange for European provifions and export them
to China. They ufually gain 200 per cent. on
the merchandizes of Europe, and on their arrival at
China they again redouble their profit on the furs,
The following is nearly the rate at which the mer-
chandize of Europe is fold to the hunters and exiles
of this place: one pound of gunpowder, three rou-
bles ; one pound of tobacco, one rouble and a halt §
forty pounds of flour, five roubles; ten pounds of

: : butter,
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butter, {ix roubles ; a barrel of brandy of eighteen
pints, fifty roubles; and in proportion to thefe
values they barter or purchafe one fable’s fkin for
one rouble; one black fox’s fkin, three roubles;
one bear’s fkin, half a rouble; fifty fkins of the
northern fquirrel, (petit gris) one rouble ; one hun-
dred fkins of the white rabbit, one rouble; twenty-
four fkins of ermins, one rouble, &c. &c.

The Voivode of this province, after having fup-
plied us with fix elks and twenty pounds of flour for
our provifion, difpatched us to Uftkottkoy a vil-
lage fituated on the banks of the Lena, where we
embarked in canoes, made of the bark of birch, in
order to haften our journey. We paffed down the
river Lena, which runs by Jakutfzk, and after run-
ning through all the northern part of Siberia emp-
ties itfelf into the frozenfea. Our voyage by water
was very commodious and agrecable on account of
the beauty of the feafon, and we happily arrived at
Jakutfzk on the 20th of Auguft, where we were all
lodged in one houle, having for our guard only four
foldiers, commanded by a ferjeant, who relieved our
condudtor.

The town of Jakutfzk, which is fituated in the
fixty fecond degree of north latitude; is the capital
of a province of the fame name. It is compofed of
130 houfes and a fortrefs, the whole built of wood,
and inhabited either by exiles or Coffacks, a kind of
mulitary which the government has formed by en-
rolling all the male children of the Swedes and
Germans formerly exiled into Siberia. This troop is
ufually employed by government to levy tribute on
the Tartars who are fubje& to Ruffia. Their num-
ber, in the year 1764, amounted to twelve thou-
fand armed men.

During our ftay at this place I became acquaint-
ed with {feveral Greek merchants to whom the Em-
prefs had granted the exclufive privilege of the fur

trade
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trade in this province, in confideration of the fum of
thirty thoufand roubles. They affured me they had
already gained above eighty thoufand roubles befides
the purchafe money ; but that being obliged to fhare
that fum with governors and minilters, for the fup-
port of their rights, this trade had not been extreme-
ly advantageous, efpecially fince the war with
Turky had, during the laft three years, interrupted
the freedom of commerce. I likewife became ac-
quainted with feveral exiles, from whom I learned
that there were thirty-five officers exiled in that
town, and that their number in that fingle province
amounted to four hundred and twenty-five men.
All thefe unfortunate perfons lamented the depar-
ture of Monf. de Brin, a Frenchman, Colonel in the
{ervice of Ruflia, who had, during five years been
Voivode of the province; and who, unfortunately
for them, had been relieved by a Ruflian as remark-
able for his cruelty and barbarity as his predeceflor
was for his generofity and goodnefs.
On the third day after my arrival in this city I re-
ceived a vifit from the Sieur Hoffman, a Surgeon,
who was fent from Peterfburgh to Kamchatka, to
exercife his profeffion as Surgeon Major of the Go-
vernment, with a_falary of one thoufand five hun-
dred roubles. At our firlt meeting I perceived,
from his converfation, that he poflefied a penetrat-
ing mind and a worthy and amiable difpofition.
The account I gave of my misfortunes, and the ex-
cefs of barbarity vnder which I had long {uffered,
affected him greatly; and as he confidered his mil-
fion to Kamchatka as an exile, he did not hefitate to
propofe, without any previous overture from me,
his opinion that on our arrival at Kamchatka, we
fhould dire@ our attention to an efcape by the way
of fea, either to Japan or China; and that he faw no
other difficulty than the procuring failors to con-
duét the veflel, which he propofed to purchafe under
the
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etence of empleying it in fithing. This pro-
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polition convinced methat he was determined to thare

my late. [ therefore aflured him that he needed

not be unealy with regard to navigating the veflel,

becaufe T was fufficiently capable of undertaking

that tafk by virtue of the experience I had acquired

during feveral voyages. 1 likewife informed him
that it 'was with the greateft fatisfaction that I learn-
ed his refolution, which I had myfelf conceived and
formed from the firft inftant that I heard that Kam-
chatka was the place of my exile ; and that provided
he continued in the fame opinion, and kept the
moft profound fecrecy, I would anfwer for its fuccefs.

From that day our difcourfe was continually di-
reted to the means of fecuring our efcape. I ran
no hazard in making this propofal to my compa-
nions, who, during the whole journey, had fhewn
me the molt particular refpe@, which was increafed
by the junction of Mr. Hoffman, who united him-
felf to us by oath.

On the 29th of Auguft the company eletted me

; their chief; it was compofed of Mr. Hoffman, Ma-

jor Winbladth, Captain Panow, Captain Hoppolite
Stephano, Colonel Baturin, and Secretary Sopro-
now. The ardent defire which we all had to carry
our defign into execution, induced us to ufe our
endeavours with the Voivode to difpatch us to
Ochoczk, a fea port in Siberia, from whence we
were to embark for Kamchatka., He readily ac-
ceded to our withes, and difpatched us on the 29th
of the fame month under the guard of two Szottnik,
or captains, with twelve Coffacks under their com-
mand. Mr. Hoffman unfortunately could not de-
part with us, on account of the neceflity of carrying
his effefts with him.  On our departure from' Ja-
kutzk we were attended by moft of the exiles, who
regaled us with a good dinner on the banks of the
river Lena.  Among thefe unhappy men were two

Ruffian
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Ruffian Lords, of the family of Gurgiew, both
young, who, after having Terved inthe guards of the
Emprefs, were exiled by her orders on the death of
the late Emperor. The new manner of travelling
on fledges drawn by elks was very agreeable to us.
The fwiftnefs and agility with which thefe animals
run can hardly be conceived, and their manner of
fubfifting is ftill more furprifing : an handful of mofs
mixed with utine, enables them to fupport the fa-
tigue of three or four days.

The fixth day after our departure we arrived on
. the banks of the river Tola, where we were obliged
to remain two days, becaufe our conduétor thought

roper to employ that time in vifiting the Tartar
chiefs of the hord Jakutti, to extort prefents from
them, of which they brought a tolerable large quan-
tity in fkins of martins, foxes, and rofzomak, an
animal peculiar to this province. Its figure nearly re-
fembles that of the European wolf, and its fkin has
the fame appearance, excepting that its colour is a
glofly black. The women in Siberia make bonnets
of this fkin.

On the 3d of September we pafled the river
Tola, and continued our journey without interrup-
tion thus far, excepting a difference which happened
among our conductors, during the time our camp
was pitched on the banks of this river, where they
made a ftop for the purpofe of gambling, an occu-
pation which they had ftrenuoufly followed ever
fince our departure from Jakutzk. One of the
Coffacks having loft all his provifions in play againft
the chief, thought proper to indulge him{elf in fome
difrefpectful expreflions, upon which the Commander
ordered the Coflacks to tie him up and give him
one hundred lathes with the whip. Inftead, how-
ever, of executing the orders of their commander,
the Coflacks took the part of the culprit, and after
having ftripped their officer naked, entertained him

S 1S
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with more than three hundred ftrip pes; an opera.
tion, which, though we bore no part in it, neverthe-
lefs mouhd us iomc diverfion.

This adventure was quickly foiloweu by an event
which greatly alarmed us. We were informed by

a Coffack, fent exprefs from J},’..’iLI[Z:k, that Mr.
Ho.umm was dead, and that, after his deceafe, the
governor had found certain interefling p AY,JGK’S among
his eftects, which he had forwarded to the qovcrnor
of OchocuL, in a pdfke* to be put into the hands
of our conuuum, addreffed to Mr Plen z'acr Com-
mandant of that town, recommending to him not to
fend us to Kanic }ntln. This rddtxun convinced us
that the Sieur Hoffman had either written fome
letters to his friends at Peter{burgh, in which hein-
formed them of his proje&, or that he had made
fome notes relative to our affair. ,f’\_itcr Amn} fup-
pofitions, we concluded that the Governor at leaft

(D

mmc&ed our I,roju}, if he was not en‘[irely con-
vinced of i ; and that be had fent difpatche to the

Governor of Ochoczk, in confequence of which
was pro‘oabiv we might be fent to prifon a fccond
time. In Unni“l'l“oll I propofed to my con
nions to feize the p(mcth and change the contents by
the afliftance of Mr. Sophronow, who having been
Secretary, might draw up l)tt;; to our advantage
to be included among the other papers. Mv mo-
pofition was accepted by my co;:;ranloab, and we
immediately determined to avail ourfelves fc ery
means of executing it. An opportunity foon after
prcibnted itfelf, ()n the 1 xth of f)e')temou, as we
wer pd.,mo the river Aldan in boats, our elks at
the fame time {wimming over, the Loat in which
our conductor was p}acei with his ¢ lpatd‘“s was
overfet by the mualice of the Coffacks; who, after
having well ﬂogoed hnn, were defirous of playing
another trick, to dilembarrafs themfelve i
his company. It was a happy circumftance for

p—
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that he was a good fwimmer, and quickly reached
the fhore. The readinefs with which I ran to his
afliftance, and the fufpicions he had of his Coffacks,
led him to attach himfelf to me, and that more
efpecially, becaule he obferved that my companions
treated me with refpe@, and of courfe that I might
be very ufeful in defending him, in cafe the Coflacks
fhould hereafter make any attempts againft his
fafety.

This rough paffage over the river Aldan obliged
our conduétors to halt, in order to dry their cloaths,
and I feized the occafion to treat them with brandy,
at the fame time that I engaged them in a gaming
party. My ftratagem fucceeded fo well, that after
having confumed nine pints of brandy, they every
one fell afleep. During this period of infenfibility
we feized the difpatches, which we found drawn up
in fuch terms as were_calculated to render our cap-
tivity extremely wretched, and thewed that we had
every reafon to congratulate ourfelves on the Jucky
chance which offered itfelf. The letter of the com-
mandant of Jakutzk to the commanding officer of
Ochoczk was to the following effect :—
¢ The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew,
condu& fix prifoners of ftate, fent by order of
the Senate as exiles to Kamchatka, whom you
are defired to confine in prifon without delay,
and keep them fafe until you fhall receive from
me more ample information refpeéting their con-
duc and defigns, in order that you may then
examine them with the utmoft ftriGtnels. My
prefent knowledge refpecting them is as follows :
On their arrival at Jakutzk I took pity on them,
and allowed them the liberty of walking about
the town ; but they abufed my favour, by ex-
citing feveral of the exiles to revolt, and one in |
particular among them, named Maurice Auguf- |
tovicz, has been artful -enough to gain over to |
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his interefts the Surgeon Hoffman, who pro.
mifed to join with him at Kamchatka, to procure
a thip, that they might deliver all the exiles of
Kamchatka. I was informed of this abominable
project by one of the exiles, to whom the Sieur
Hoffman had fpoken in confidence before his de-
ceafe. 1 have found feveral papers among his
effe(ts after his death, which I do not under.
ftand, becaule wrirten in the German language,
but which I fend you, in hopes that you may be
able to dilcover their contents. Suppofing, how.
ever, that thefe wretches have no other defign
than that of making their efcape, which, how-
ever, I do not conceive to be the cafe, it becomes
neceflary to look ftrictly after them, and I advife
you not to fend them to Kamchatka this year. I
fhall tranfmit an account of this event in my firft
difpatches to the Senate, and requeft their orders,
which you cannot receive in lefs than a year.”

We examined the other papers of the Sieur Hoff-

man, but found nothing which tended to betray
us. There was no other paper among the difpatches
but the Governor’s letter, which could have injured
us, for which reafon we contented ourfeives with
changing it for another, to the following tenor:

[
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&% 8ir,
“ The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew,

¢ conduct fix prifoners of ftate, fent into exile to

Kamchatka, by order of the Senate. After I be-
came acquainted with them, I found their beha-

¢ viour fuch as led me to intereft myfelf in their

favour, and convinced me that they are all men
of honour, efpecially the two foreigners, who are
merely prifoners of war. My difpofition to affift
the unfortunate induces me to write to you in
their favour. Is it not practicable to allow them
a certain degree of liberty in your town, to pre-
ferve them from the fcurvy, a diforder which is

(13 [O
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¢ dangerous in your port ? You will run no rifk in
¢ gllowing thefe unfortunate men a certain degree
s of liberty, for it is impoffible that they fhould
« make an ill ufe of your confidence. The furgeon
« Hoffman, who was about to repair to Kamchatka,
« js dead, and I have no perfon to appoint in his
« place. One of thefe prifoners is of the fame pro-
« feffion. I fee no inconvenience in recommend-
% ing him to the governor of Kamchatka, who be-
“ ing unprovided will, doubtlefs, be glad to avail
s himfelf of his fervices. The papers which accom-
“ pany this belong to the late Mr. Hoffman. I
¢« fend them that you may procure a tranflation,
¢ and afford fome explanation relative to his pro-
“ perty, as 1 have reafon to think he poffefled fome
¢ fhare in the company of hunters. With every
“ wifh for your profperity, I am, &c.”

After having thus carried our projeét into execu-
tion, we difmiffed our fears, and our fatisfation
was complete when we were aflured, after the waking
of our condu&tors, that they had not obferved any
alteration in the packets. We continued our jour-
ney peaceably enough to the river Inna, on the
banks of which we arrived on the 20th of Septem-
ber. The prodigious quantity of fith which we ob-
ferved in this river caufed us to remain on the fpot
two days, when we departed with a confiderable
provifion of fith, and continued our journey con-
ftantly due eaft. We pafled over very lofty moun-
tains and dreadful precipices. The cold was fo ex-
treme near the fummits of the mountains, that two of
our conductors were frozen to death.

Vor. L. el CH AP,
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Village of Fudoma.~~Sledges drgwn by dogs.—Arri:
val at Ochocghe—De/fcription” of that town and
harbor-—State of its commerce.—The ‘exiles “em-

bark for Kamchatka.—Their dangerous pajfage.

l()'N the 29th we arrived at a'village compofed of
fix houles, inhabited by exiles, and fitnated on the
banks of the river Judoma. At this place we were
provided with fledges drawn by dogs, for the reft of
our journey to Ochoczk. Though Judoma is com-
pofed only of fix wretched houfes, the place is well
known, becaufe ‘it is the rendezvous of feveral
Tungufe nations, and fome hords of Mongols, who
repair thither to trade with the hunters [ promifleny ],
It is by this contraband intercourfe that the moft
beautiful fkins pafs into China without paying any
duties ; and 1t would be difficult for government to
put a ftop to it, becaufe all the Coflacks, and their
chiefs, are interefted. In the month of November
they meet at Judoma, to the number of four or five
hundred armed men ; befides which it is a part of
the policy of government to wink at this contraven-
tion, as it would be dangerous to excite the Sibe-
‘rians to revolt ; the {lighteft difturbance would arm
the inhabitants, and, if this fhould once happen, |
Siberia would be for ever loft to Ruffia.
After our departure from Judoma we pafled over
a dreadful chain of mountains, where we were ex-
ceflively fatigued, becaufe we were entirely igno-
rant of the manner of driving the dogs. More than
once I fell down defcents of above fixty. feet in
depth, together with the dogs and fledges; but it
is
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is one fortunate circumftance, that in this country
there is no falling but among fnow, fo that I fuf-
fered little more on thefe occafions than a few bruifes.
When we had crofled the mountains our journey
was more agreeable, for we pafled without danger
along the banks of the river Urak, where, if my
fituation had been Iefs wretched, I might have re-
ceived fome pleafure from the profpeét around me.
It confifted of immenfe mountains, ftanding ' {epa-
rate on the vaft extent of afea of fnow; a view
which affeted the mind with a fenfe of magnifi-
cence and terror united.

On the 16th of O&ober we at laft arrived at
Ochoczk, where we were immediately conduéted to
the Chancery, and thence to our refpective quarters,
with four Coffacks, and an Attamen or Corporal,
as guards for each. The commanding officer of ;
this town, and of the whole province, was Mr.
Plenifner, a native of Courland, exiled in the time
of the Emprefs Elizabeth. I cannot determine
whether we were indebted to our ftratagem of
counterfeiting a letter from the Voivode of Jakutzk,
or to ‘his natural difpofition, for the goodnefs he
fhewed to us. Onthe firft day of our arrival we
were very commodioufly lodged in the houfes of
towns.people, who were in very good circumftances,
and it was at the fame time intimated to us, that
we might enjoy full liberty and go out whenever
we pleafed, provided we took a guard with us.

The town of Ochoczk is fituated in fifty-nine
degrees feventeen minutes north latitude,and three
hundred and forty-eight ‘degrees ten minutes longi-
tude, from the meridian of Kamchatka. It is very
indifferently built of wood, and ftands on the banks
of the river Qchota, the mouth of which. is de-
fended by what they call a fortrefs, though it isno-
thing - more :than a fimple fquare, furrounded with

pallifades, and provided with a four-pounder at each

F 2 angle.
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angle. The garrifon of this fortrefs is neverthelefs |
compofed of four hundred and eighty foldiers, all
exiles from the European troops. 'The town con.
tains three hundred and twenty-two houfes, inha.
bited by exiles, who, fince the year 1741, the time
of the expedition of Captain Beering, have applied
themfelves to fea affairs.  Their number may
amount to about nine hundred men. Ochoczk is
the ftorehoufe of the commerce of Kamchatka,

| The_Governor is nominated chief of all the col-

| leges, of which thereare four, eftablifhed at this |
place, viz. the College of Admiralty, the College
of War, the College of Commerce, and the Col.
lege of Police and Adminiftration.  Thefle denomi-
nations at firft appeared ftriking and important to
me, but the charm foon difappeared, when 1 found
that the members who compofed them were brutes,
whofe only merit was placed in continual licentiouf-
nefs and debauchery. I have often feen many of
thefe miembers five or fix days together in a conti-
nued ftate of intoxication. The rich furs which
the Koraks, Lamuths and Tungufes, who are in fub-
jeftion to the Ruflian government, and whofe num-
ber amounts to forty-two thoufand fouls, pay as a
tribute to government, and of which the impofition
isarbitrarily varied, according to the intereft of thefe |
members, who in turn perform the funéion of Col- |
le&or, fupply them with the means of obtaining
ftrong liquors, whatever may be their prices, and
they do not fail to drown their cares in brandy.

T'wo years before my arrival a battery had been
ere&ed on the point of land which clofes the entrance
of the river, in order to defend the town from the
incurfions of the independent Koraksand Tfuktly,
two favage nations who inhabit the northern part of
the province, and are irreconcileable “enemies of
the Ruflians. They maintain a correfpondence
with the fubjeted Koraks and the Tungufes, which#

circumftance
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fs | circumftance finds government fufficient bufinefs to
all | meuhhamk®MMm.TMdﬁmen&dwk
n- people caufed an ahrnlinthegovenunentduﬁng
L my ftay ; for thirty Coffacks having deferted from
ne Ochoczk gave them reafon to fear that their de-
ed fign was to colleé thefe nations together ; but this
ay apprehenfion was diffipated by the information
is which was received, that the deferters had direéted
3l their courfe towards the river Amur.
- | The port of Ochoczk, which at the deepelt con-
is | tains no more than nineteen feet of water, is formed
e | by the river Ochota, which in its courfe has worn a
)l bay. The entrance is N.2 W. I found in the port
1 two veflels of two hundred and fifty tons each, and
to cleven others, the largeft of which was three hun-
d dred and fifty tons burthen, and the {malleft eighty. \
S, . Thefe veflels were defigned either to make difcove- |
f- ries on the coaft of California, or to carry provifions |
of to the different ports of Kamchatka, or were freight- |
ik ed by individuals, who make expeditions in the
-h iflands Kurilles, Aleuthes, and Alakfa, to chafe,
b- beavers, foxes, and bears. The harbour-mafter,
n- Licutenant Sind, informed me, that during the laft
a year the Captains Kreniczin and Levafcheff, who
n | were fent by order of the Emprefs on a voyage of dif- | | |
fe | covery, had armed two veflels, one the St. Peterand |/ |
ol St. Paul, and the other named the Elizabeth, with ¢ #
g which they departed to examine the coaft of Califor- ~
d nia; but that they returned without doing any
thing, under the pretence that their crews had mu-
n tinied, though the true reafon for their want of
e fucc'efs confifted in their ignorance and want of ex-
e perience. ‘
Vs Being defirous of profiting by my ftay in this
of place, I enquired of different perfons concerning - the
of interefts of Ruffia, the population of Siberia, the
e hiftory of the country, the cuftoms, manners, and
i wufages of its inhabitants, their prejudices, and trea-

ties
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ties between one nation and another ; but as this
fubjet is in fome refpe& foreign to the purpofe in-
tended in' the prefent narrative, I fhall content my-

felf with annexing my ideas in the form of a fup-

plement to the prefent memoir, and fhall only ob-
ferve in this place, that Ochoczk and Kamchatka
arée become places of great importance to: Ruffia,
from the yearly increafe of revenue their commerce
affords to that empire. The following is a fhort
ftatement of what I learned from the Secretary of
the Chancery: The importation of beaver fkins,
one year with another, amounts to fixteen thou-
fand ; of fables twenty-three thoufand ; of ermines
one hundred and eighty-four thoufand; of black
foxes two thoufand five hundred; of roflomaks
feven thoufand ; of the common fox fourteen thou-
fand ; of the northern fquirrel thirty-fix thoufand;
of pefcx and rabbits twenty-five thoufand ; of fea
wolves fix thoufand ; and of bears four or- ﬁve thou-
fand. Thefe artxcles are conveyed to Jenifeifk, in
exchange for brandy, tobacco, flour, coarfe cloth,
filk, &c. the intrifific value of which doés not exceed
two hundred thoufand roubles, though the amount
of the fale of the furs in China is near two millions
of roubles. From this {tatement it is evident that
Ruffia cannot But gain immenfe capitals by this
commerce.

The time of my ftay at Ochoczk was very agreea-
ble ; butas I had reafon to fear that the governor of
'ya:(utzk would difcover our plot in his next dif
patches, I perfuaded my companions unanimoufly
to requeft orders for our departure, and to engage
the governor to difmifs us for Kamchatka as foon as
poffible. This officer was likewife urged by its be-
ing the feafon to difpatch veflels to Kamchatka,
and accordingly embarked us on board the packet
St. Peter and St. Paul, of two hundred and forty
tons-burthen, with ¢ight pieces of cannon and forty-
three men, commanded by the Sieurs Efuryn and

Koroftilow;
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Koroftilow ; their lading was ong hundred and
forty-two facks of flour, each containing one hun-
dred pounds 5 two hundred barrels of brandy, each
containing twenty-five pints; and the reft of the
cargo belonged to feveral merchants, by whom it
was freighted.  On. our arrival on board we were
geceived very roughly by the fecond in, command,
who, after having indulged himfelf in:a fet of in-
ve&ives, caufed ustobe chained and confined before
the maft, with orders to employ us in the meaneft
labour. © As we had already been accuftomed: to 2
fmall portion - of liberty, our fituation affliGted us
not a little; but it lafted only one day, for on
the arrival of the captain we were delivered from
our fetters, and had the {atisfaétion to fee our enemy
punifhed with fifty ftrokes of the knout for having
a&ed without orders.

The journal of our navigation is not fufficiently
nterefting to be given in detail ; I fhall, therefore,
fpeak only of the leading circumftances. On the
22d of November we dropped down the river to its
mouth, where we moored in two fathoms and three
quartefs water, the wind being north. = On the 2 3d
we fet fail, the wind having changed to the north-
weft, with a very hollow fea and confiderable cold.
On the 24th a violent tempeft arofe, which obliged
us to lay-to, the wind being then fouth-weft ; the
gale increafed in the night, and the Captain, with
all his' ‘men, having got drunk on the occafion, a |
favourable opportunity prefented itfelf to feize this

veffel, thus abandoned to the fury of the elements.

Unfortunately for us, however, the fwell of the fea, |
and repeated fqualls of wind, prevented our execut- ’
ing an attempt of this nature. On the 25th, in the
night, the wind, after veering all round the compafs,
fixed at north-caft, and continued to blow with ex-
traordinary violence. About three in the morning
eur main-maft fprung, and we carried away the

mizen.
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mizen-topmaft ; fo that nothing remained ftandin
but the mizen-maft. The noife of thefe difafters
roufed the Captain, who crawled out of his cabin to
give us orders, but part of the wreck falling upon
him, broke his arm, and rendered him incapable of
attending ‘his duty, in which, indeed, he would
have had no opportunity of difplaying much ma-
nagement, as the whole of our mafts, yards, and |
rigging, was nearly unferviceable. ' In this fituation |
of extreme neceflity we redoubled our efforts to repel
the danger, and the failors, drunk as they were, feem-
ed well'aware of the utility of our fervices. Some
of themjoined us, and with hearty curfes on their |
officers for ignorant and drunken wretches, fwore |
that they would obey our orders. The Captain, |
who was likewife perfuaded that he was indebted |
to our efforts for his prefervation, and being afraid |
!
f

to put the command into the hands of his mate,
whom he had hitherto kept in irons, declared
- loudly that he entrufted the condué of the veflel to
i my care till he fhould be himfelf able to attend to it.
On the 26th about noon'the wind flackened, and
after much labour I fet the fore-fail by pafling a ftay
from the bowfprit to the ftump of the main-maft.
At five in the afternoon the wind changed to north-
weft, and flackened, fo that we fet the mizen and
mizen-ftay-fail ; but we could not keep her to her
courfe long, for the wind changed again to eaft-
fouth-eaft, which obliged me to clofe hawl, in which
fituation we made our courfe good between fouth
and fouth one quarter weft. On the 24th we faw
land, and by a meridian obfervation the latitude
was fifty-four degrees feventeen minutes. The
failors affirmed that the land was the ifland of Sa-
chalin.  Our fituation tempted me to feize this oc-
cafion of efcaping from flavery: I therefore pro-

poled to the crew to anchor on the coaft of Korea,
to

-y

T
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to repair our mafts and trim our cargo, which had
{hifted in fuch a manner as to endanger our over-
fetting, in cafe we fhould be vifited by 2 gale
of wind like the former. Notwithftanding this, \

_ however, all the rhetoric I could ufe was incapable |

of prevailing over the crew, who, being encouraged
by the appearance of fettled weather, obliged me
to bear away from the coaft of Korea. It was in
vain that I made ufe of iron and garlick to falfify
the compafs. This ftratagem, perhaps, might-have
{ucceeded if the wind had not changed; but it fud-
denly fet in between the fouth-weft and fouth fouth-
weft, and thus forced me, in fpite of my inclina-
tion, to dire¢t my courfe for Kamchatka. On the
1t of December we difcovered land, which the
failors perceived to be the mountain of Alakfa, and
from their information refpeting the land marks I
brought the veffel into the mouth of the Bolfa.
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Arrival at Kamchathai— Conference. with. fome. exiles
there.—They wait: upon the governor, and receive
zn/i'mﬁzom »-—-Vz//age of the exiles~—~Ordinances of
the Czar Peter for their régulation.

ON the 2d, at highgwatet; we entered the poit;

and in this place my command terminated. On
the 4d we were fet on fhore, and lodged in a yourth,
which is a kind of houfe built of earth, the roof
a'one being vifible above ground: We were guarded

D ~ - .
by four foldiers, eight Coflacks, and a ferjeant.

About noon we faw feveral veffels, which dropped |

down the river; they were of the kind called Baj-
dard in the language of the country, formed of
very thin planks, faftened together with whale-
bone, or covered with fea wolves fkins; well fewed
together. One of thefe veflels conveyed a Ruflian
officer, with ten Coflacks, deputed from the Gover:
nor of Kamchatka to receive the packets from
court; and take the exiles under his guard. The
bfficer went firft on boatd the veflel, and aftetwards
on fhore, whete he relieved out gu nd by his Cof:
facks: A certain fomethmg, which, according to
his own exnreﬁnon ftruck him at firft fight of me,
excited his Cuxoﬁtv to know who I was, which 1
fatisfied la cmnca"y by anh’umq, R io]d:er, once
“ a general, but now a {lave.” This anfwer fur-
I,rvfd him, and; as he has fince protefted, concili-
ated his efteem: When he leained that my com-
panions were likewife officers, b pcfeuted us with
1 dinner according to the cu ‘nom of the country,
which confifted of boiled fifh, roafted fith, and f fh_
powdered and made into bread. "T'his ccckery would
have

:

i
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have difgufted famine itfelf, but the thing which the
moft effectually overfet my flomach was the drink;
it was compofed of fifh putrified in water, the cor-
ruption of which gives the water a certain fournefs.
During the dinner, at which it might be of fome
fervice to the épicures of our great towns to have
been prefent, the converfation turned on the man-
ners and cuftoms of the country, and the conclu-
fion in every cafe was, that there is not a more mi-
ferable country on the face of the earth. After
dinner the officer caufed us to embark in his boats,
two in each, and condulted us to the town called
Bolforetzkoy Oftrogg.

After rowing four verftes we met four veflels,
with men on board very well cloathed. They ftop-
ped to queftion us concerning Europe, but when
they were informed by our guards that we were
exiles, we were furprized to behold their change of
countenance, and the joy and fatisfattion, which
they could not conceal. We fuppofed their offers
of fervice and demonftrations of gladnels were
mockery, and as we thought ourfelves jutly offend-
ed, we threatened vengeance if they continued to
infult our misfortunes, and moft affuredly we fhould
have returned the fuppofed infult, if the commander
of our convoy had not informed us that our quarrel
was founded in mifunderftanding, and affured us
that our fuppofed antagonifts were companions in
misfortune, being exiles as well as ourfelves. The
fimilarity of our fate and misfortunes produced
an inftantaneous friendfhip, and their firft tranfports
of joy, which were founded only on the hope of
finding fome confolation in our fociety, were fuc-
ceeded by tears. They gave us an affeéting ac-
count of their fituation, and the cruelty with which
they were treated ; and their recital confirmed us

.~ in the opinion, that there is no flavery more dread-

ful than that of an exile at Kamchatka. [ affured
them
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them that we fet the higheft value on their good
withes, and in the name of all my companions  tef.
tified our ardent defire to continue in friendthip,
and maintain an indiffoluble conneftion with them,
r The firft moment of converfation afforded me a
 favourable opportunity of eftablithing a fyftem of
union among the exiles; for they did not fail to
| inform. me that many among themfelves were con-
tinually caballing about the governor, in hopes of
gaining his favour at the expence of their compa.
nions. My obfervations on this fubje&t appeared
 to aét firongly upon them, and they protefted that
' they would embrace the earlieft ‘opportunity of
aflembling all our friends, to determine upon the
. eftablithment of a certain order among them, and
that they believed they could not do better than to
acknowledge me as their chief, &c. This declara-
tion was very flattering to me, and I have fince
been perfeétly convinced of the advantages of the
fteps they propofed to take.

The officer, fearing to be benighted, preffed us
to continue our journey. Our new companions
changed their courfe to accompany us, and during
this fhort voyage the affurances and proteftations of
the moft fincere friendthip were a hundred times
repeated. They promifed that we fhould find con-
veniencies in their habitations fufficient to permit us
to reflt a few days after our fatigue; but that it
would foon after be neceffary to labour, in order to
fecure ourfelves from famine. Their accounts of
the place entirely difheartened my companions ;
but as to myfelf, who have always laid it down as a
principle to do every thing in my power to preveiit
the greateft evils, to overcome the prefent, and to
give mylelf little concern for the future, I was only
attentive to fuch parts of their narration as tended
to render me acquainted with our fituation, and the
poflibility of delivering ourfelves from it. My

conclufions
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conclufions were nearly as follow: 1. That liberty -

was granted to ns merely for the purpole of earning
o {ubfiftence, of which we could not affure our-
{elves without the moft unremitted labour. 2. That
it was of the greateft confequence that I fhould

gain the favour of the governor, in order to ob- |
rain permiffion, on fome future occafion, to arm a |

veflel to hunt the beaver, in order that we might |

make our efcape on that firft occafion. 3. That it |
was neceflary to eftablith an union among all the |
exiles, and fo caufe them to adopt a certain defer-
ence for me. 4. That it was abfolutely neceflary |

to invent fome method of keeping the fecret, on |

the confidence of which I might be enabled to |

confer with many individuals refpecting our de~J

parture.

My mind was fo occupied in the adjuftment of
thefe concerns that I paid very little attention to
the circumftances of our voyage: we arrived,
therefore, infenfibly, at the clofe of the day, to the
town; where, on our landing, we were fhut up in
a houfe oppofite the fortrefs. On the 4th, at ten
in the morning, we were conduéted by our guards
before the governor, Mr. Nilow, who having been |
informed of the fervices 1 had performed in the '
courfe of our navigation, received me very civilly,
and thanked me for the care and pains I had
taken in preferving the thip. After which he fepa-

rately examined us refpecting our quality, caufes

of our exile, &c. and laftly ordered us to go be-
fore the fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Sudeikyn,
who, he informed us, would give us more ample
inftrutions refpelting our future fituation, which,
as far as depended vpon himfelf, he would not fail
to mitigate, provided we behaved ourfelves with
obedience, and performed our duty in a peaceable
manner, by remitting the hyafiak or tribute to the
chancery which fhould be preferibed. After this

' fine

e —
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fine {peech 'he caufed us to be led to the fecretary,
whom we found in the chancery office ; the gover.
nor’s fervant put a paper into his hands, which he
read, and then aflured us that we might efteem it
a great happinefs that we were fent to Kamchatka,
as there was mot a ‘better difpofed gentleman in
the whole world than the governor ; and that, with
regard to ‘himfelf, he was a.gentleman of diftinétion
honoured with the peculiar confidence of ‘her ‘Ma-
jefty the Emprefs ; and moreover, that he was dif-
pofed to protet us in the moft effeual manner.
I returned him our thanks for ‘his goodnefs in in-
terefting himfelf in favour of the unfortunate, and
intreated ‘him to inform us of our duty, and the
mode of conduét to which it was expetted we
fhould conform; in anfwer to this he acquainted us,

1. That we thould be fet at liberty on the fol-
lowing day, and provided with fubfiftence for three
days, after which we muft depend wpon ourfelves
for eur maintenance.

2. That each perfon would receive from the
chancery, a mufquet and a lance, with one pound
of powder, four pounds of lead, a hatchet, feveral
knives, and other inftruments and carpenters tools,
with which we might build cabins, and that we
were at liberty to choofe our fituations at the dif-
tance of one league from the town; but that we
fhould be bound to pay in furs, during the firft
year, each one hundred roubles, in return for
thefe advantages.

. That every one muft work at the corvee one
day in the week for the fervice of government, and
that we might not-abfent ourfelves from our houfes
for twenty-four hours without the permiffion of the
governor.

4. That each exile fhould bring to the chancery
fix fable fkins, fifty rabbits fkins, two foxes ‘fkins,
and twenty-four ermines -per -annum,

After
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After this information the fecretary difmiffed our
guards and caufed provifions for three ‘days to .be
smmediately diftributed, the whole confifting of nine
pounds of dried fith. We then quitted the chan-
cery and went directly to ‘the magazine to Tecelve
our arms and utenfils, which were carefully deliver-
ed to'us-according to our choice; for the ftore-keeper
permitted us to choofe, in confequence of our having
promifed him fome furs. It was with the greateft
pleafure that I again beheld myfelf armed ; and my l
companions received equal fatisfattion from the |
fame circumf{tance. "When we came out of the ma-
gazine we perceived twenty exiles, who had brought
fome fledges drawn by dogs to-affift in carrying our
charge,'and who offered us the ufe of ‘their cabins
antil-we fhould have built our own. ‘We accepted
their invitation, and .departed towards their home.
Their repeated marks of civility were exceedingly
fatiguing to us who were in a {tate of extreme hun-
ger, but at length, about three in the afternoon, we

arrivedrat their habitations, which formed a finall |

R —

yillage - compofed of eight cabins, and the fame |
aumber of balagans, or magazines. In the centre |
of the village ‘we perceived a long fquare building, |
whieh our new companions informed us was their

yublic hall of meeting.

The number of thele unfortunate men was twenty- ||

three, and there ‘were about thirty women living
with them ; among thefe I remarked that a perfon
of the name of Cruftiew pofleffed a confiderable de-
gree of authority,-and I foon perceived that it was
his'houfe into which we were received. He caufed
us tofit inhis yourth round the fire,while the women
prefented us with brandy and dried fifh, and after-
wards tea and butter ; this breakfaft was"followed
by a dinner, which confifted entirely of fith, and we
were not ‘without a defert, compofed of caviar and
cedar'nuts. Our dinner pafled in great filence, be-

caufe
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caufe we were bufied in filling our empty {tomachs;
5

but when we had performed this tafk, the converfa.

tion began by enquiries on our part refpecting our |
prefent fituation : the accounts we received ferved |

only to render us more intimately.acquainted with
the extent of our misfortunes. - The following are
the chief particulars concerning which we were in.
formed :

1. That the ordinances of the Czar Peter ena&.
ed, that no exile could poffefs property; and that
in confequence of this edict the foldiers of the gar-
rifon frequently entered the houfes of the exiles and
carried away whatever they pleafed, agalnﬂ: which
depredation the exiles had no remedy.

2. That in cafe an exile fhould have been fo rafh |

as to ftrike a citizen or foldier, though upon provo-
cation, he was condemned to die of hunger.

3 lhat on account of their being declared exiles |

from civil fociety, every faithful fubjett was prohi-
bited from receiving them into their houfes.

4. That their lives being granted them for no
other purpofe than to implore the mercy of God
and the remiffion of their fins, they could be em-
ployed only in the meaneft works to gain their daily
{ubfiftence.

The knowledge of thefe articles made me tremble
with horror and indignation ; this, exclaimed 1 to
myfelf, is the legiflation of a man revered by all
Europe! Butas I had no defign of patiently endur-

ing the unhappy ftate of fuch a flavery, the account |

only encreafed my ardour and my efforts to deliver
' mylelf from it. Asthe firft ftep, I determined to
{{peak privately to Mr. Cruftiew, who had an afcen-
dancy over the others; and who, on account of his
‘having refided eight years at Kamchatka, could

seafily afford me every neceflary information.
After our converfation had turned for a confider-
able time upon the difagreeable events of the life
into
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into which we were about to enter, and our hofts
having affured us that there were fome among them
who had groaned under this flavery for twenty-fix
years, Mr. Panow, one of my companions, who
during the whole difcourfe had appeared abforbed
in contemplation, fuddenly exclaimed; ¢ How is it
¢ poffible, my friends, that brave men like you can
¢ have endured this unhappy fate without having
¢ made fome attempt to deliver yourfelves from
¢ tyranny ?. You are afraid of death then, and in
¢ this cafe I fear we fhall find no true affociates in
% you.”—He would have continued his difcourfe,
but Mr. Cruftiew made a fign to me to interrupt
him, which I did by directing the converfation to
another fubject ; but at the fame time I refolved to
afk the reafon from Mr. Cruftiew, why he objected
to our converfing in an open manner.

Our entertainer caufed brandy and tea to be
ferved, and propofed to his companions to receive
us in their cabins and fhare their provifions with us,
obferving' to them that we fhould not be able to
build new cabins during the winter. The congrefs
applauded this propofition, and to conciliate our
union, we fwore a mutual friendfhip ; after which
every one received a companion. My lot, in which |
I confefs there. was a flight management, gave me ||
to Mr. Cruftiew.

=

Vor.d. .. G CHAP




82 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

e < s RS R

The Count forms an intimacy with Mr. Cruftiew, an
exile.—Saciety ¢/tablifbed for projecting the means of
efeape—The Count’s [peech and plan of @ conflitt-
fion——The exiles wait upon the Governor-and the
chancellor—The Governor appoints the :Count o
teach the languages to ' bis children.—.dn unforefecn
cvent tends greatly to mitigate the diftreffes and ad-
wance the profects of the exiles.

OUR places of ‘hdbitation being thus fettled,
every one retired, and 1 feized the firft” opportunity
of being alone with Mr. Cruftiew, to enquire the
reafon why he had interrupted the difcourfe of Mr.
Panow, at the fame time that 1 affured him T’ could
not perfuade myfelf that any one amongft them could
be fo bafe as to betray his companions’: it is very
true, replied he, my dear friend, that you can have
6 teafon to think fo meanly of any of them, though
it is very certain, that there are fome among us
who would rather pafs ‘the reft of their lives in this
. curfed country than expofe themfelves to the mercy
of the waves. But the moft humiliating circum- |
ftance is, that there are among us fome wretches, |
who, in hopes of obtaining their liberty, by betray-
ing our fecrets, would certainly lofe no time i |
communicating our projects to the governor ; for, |
continued he, there exifts a law, which is the only
| one in favour of exiles, to the effeét, that every exile
| who fhall have revealed to the governor any plot
| concerning his authority, or relating to the public
. peace, which may be carried on by other exiles, fhall

be immediately fet at liberty. He ended his dif-
coutfe |
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courfe by affuring me that his life and his utmoft
exertions were entirely at my {ervice ; that he would
avail himfelf of the firft occafion to declare me chief
of the fociety, and that, in a word, my principles
and views thould in future be the rule by which he
would diret his own. We, therefore, referred the
more ample confideration of our interells till another
occafion, when we propofed to determine the man-
ner of executing an attempt, either to fet ourfelves
at liberty, or facrifice our lives in the purfuit.

Such was the iffue of the firft day of my arrival,
after which we retired to reft. I made many re-
flettions on all that happened during the courfe of
the day, and determined on the means of preferving
the fecret of whatever we might in future deliberate
or conclude upon amongft ourfelves.

I perceive that I cannot in future relate the con-
tinuation of my memoirs in the form of an hif
tory, and fhall therefore proceed in the form of a
journal.

On the sth, I arofe and examined the whole ca-
bin, which appeared‘@be very well furnithed ; but
what furprized me the moft agreeably was, an alcove
of the fame kind as that in which 1 flept, which was|
filled with French, Ruffian, Englith, German, and
Latin books, placed in order. I found Anfon’s|
Voyage lying on a table, and began to read it with
pleafure, but had fcarcely finithed the firlt page be-
fore Mr, Cruftiew entered and embraced me. Our
firft converfation turned on this famous voyager, |
and my friend informed me that for fix years paft
he had deliberated in his own mind on the means |
of quitting Kamchatka, and making his way to the /
Marian iflands. The account of the ifland of Ti-
nian, as defcribed in that publication, had ftruck
the imagination of Mr. Cruftiew fo forcibly, that
the ifland, in his opinion, was nothing lefs than pa-
radife. ¥rom this turn of mind, I determined to

G2 acquaint
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acquaint him with the refolution of myfelf and my
companions, at the fame time propofing that he
thould join us. He joyfully accepted my propofi-
tion, and kneeling before me, immediately took an
oath of fidelity and obedience. He aflured me like-

~ wife, that by his incorporation into our fociety, he
. thould reinforce it with twenty other companions ;
. but he requefted my permiffion"to fpeak to them
i concerning it. I was delighted with an acquifition

of fuch confiderable value, but confined myfelf to
take his oath of conftant friendfhip, at the fame
time that I begged him not to act precipitately, but
to wait for the approbation of our fociety ; the rules
of which I was endeavouring to eftablith for the
purpofe of fecuring our mutual prefervation and re-
gulating our conduct.

After thefe preliminaries I informed my com-
panions, and we eftablifhed a committee of the fol-
lowing members:

Myfelf, chief,

Panow,

Baturin,

Stephanow,
Solmanow,
Wynbladth,

Cruftiew,

Walfili, my old fervant.

At the opening of our affembly I addrefled the
meeting as follows :

¢ A variety of events has forced us to this place,
“ where we find ourfelves opprefled under one com-
¢ mon misfortune. We are all aware of its cruel-
¢ ty and barbarity, and  its duration.threatens us
¢ with the moft dreadful confequences. The ex-
¢ cefs of our misfortune ought, therefore, to lead
¢ us to feek our own fafety, by throwing off this
¢« abominable yoke of flavery, to which injuftice

¢ and defpotifm hath condemmed us. The equality
“ of
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of our unfortunate fituation renders our condi-
tions equal : there can be no queftion therefore -
of preference among us in confequence of the
titles we may have formerly poflefled, whether
by birth or acquifition. At this moment we are
equal by the very nature of our fituation ; and
from this point it is that I will proceed to pro-
pofe to you a conftitution relative to ourfelves, in
order that we may, with perfect fafety, eftablifh
a plan of operation, the execution of which will
lead us to liberty.
« From our own experiencein the world we
cannot but be convinced, that no fociety can!
exift without the choice of a perfon, to whom the
fupremacy thall be intrufted. The choice of fuch
a perfon ought therefore to engage our firlt at-
tention. He fhall be our creature, but at the fame
time that we give him our confidence, it will be
neceffary that we pay him the moft perfect fub-
mifion. In order to proceed without delay to
this nomination, I propofe the moft fimple me-
thod; namely, that every one thall write the
name of the perfon on whom his choice fhall be
fixed, and the plurality of names fhall determine.
When a chief thall be thus eleéted, let him {wear
to keep the following four articles :
¢« i, That he fhall employ his utmoft abilities
and every poffible means to forma plan, which
he fhall carry into effect at the peril and rifk of
his life: This plan fhall tend to fet us at liberty
as early as poflible.
¢ 5, That he fhall not give any diftinguithed pre-
ference to any perfon amongft usj but fhall in-
form the committee of every thing which he
may think of advantage relative to his ope-
rations. :
« 4. That in cafe the chief fhall be defirous of re-
nounging his plan, or fhall remonttrate to that
¢ purpofe
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purpofe to the committee, or even fhall converfe
to that effe¢t with any individual feparately, he
fhall be punithed, ip/o faéto, with death, and the
committee fhall have the right to execute this
fentence in whatever manner may to them appear
the mof(t expedient.

¢ 4. That after the chief fhall have ‘made his
oath he fhall receive a feparate oath from each of
the individuals who form the fociety, and that
the oath fhall in fubftance be as follows :

¢ 1. That each member of the fociety fhall em-
ploy his utmoft exertions and abilities, at the
peril of his life, to co-operate in the execution of
the plan which fhall be adopted for the obtain-
ing of liberty.

¢ 2. That having acknowledged the authority of
his chief, he fhall obey him with the moft per-
te€t fubmiffion ; and that as he finds himfelf, by in
jultice and defpotifm, difcarded from all civil and
political fociety, he will, without any reftriétion,
obey the orders of the chief ele, acknowledging
him as his fovereign and malfter. :

¢ 3. That having rendered himfelf, by virtue of

* his oath, worthy of the confidence of the {ociety

without any reltriCtion, each individual fhall en-
gage to keep the molt profound fecrecy con-
cerning every thing which fhall have been treat-
ed or determmcd fmm that day forwards ; and
in cafe he fhall have betrayed this engagement,
he fhall acknowledge himfelf, ip/o facs, culpable,
and worthy to be punifhed with death, to Whlch
he fhall fubmit from the moment of hxs apoftacy
from the prefent oath; fubmitting himfelf like-
wile by the prefent aét to be the inftrument of
execution of every fentence of death which fhall
be decreed in the committee 1gamﬁ any other of
the {ocicty, whomfoever he may be.”

6 After
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“ « After taking this oath, ler the chief, withall
« members of the fociety, eftablifh a fourtharticle,
¢ a5 follows:

« 4. That if, in cale of - treachery, - either the
« chief, or any other perfon of the fociety, {hall fall
« into the hands of government, he fhall keep the
« moft profound fecrecy refpecting their union; and
« the aflociation fhall ufe the means, at the ritk and
« peril of their lives, to take that perfon out of the

ﬁands of government, either by refcuing him by
i « open force, or by providing him with poifon or

"« arms to deliver himfelf from oppreffion.”

This fpeech was received with veneration, and I
was convinced, from the countenance of my audi-
tors, that they approved my propofitions. In con-
{equence thereof every one took paper, and wrote a
name according to his choice. Upon opening the
papers, feven bore my name, and my paper that of
Cruftiew, which determined them to nominate Mr.
Cruftiew my fecond. We then proceeded to take
our oaths, and I received thofe of the other members
of the fociety. .

Such was the conclufion of my fecond day at X
Kamchatka. Afrer-Having fixed the meeting of |
the committee for the 1oth of the month, Mr.
Cruftiew declared that he had feveral friends to
propofe as members of our fociety, to which I ac-
ceded, and fixed the time of their reception on
the 1oth.

; On the 6th we met, in order to proceed ina
! body to pay our compliments to the governor,
He received us, and after having been informed
;' that 1 fpoke feveral languages, he appointed me
: mafter of languages to his fon and his three daughs
tets, in confideration of which he difpenfed me from
all public work, and ordered the {ame fubfiftence
to be allowed me as to the foldiers of the garrifon|

After having acquainted me with this determina.
tion,
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tion, he called his children, and exhorted them to
be diligent, and learn whatever I might ‘teach
them.

After this ceremony we waited upon the chan.
cellor, who admitted us in the fame manner. We
found him playing at chefs with Koloflow, hett-
man of the Coffacks. He ordered us to wait till
the game was finithed. I approached the table and
examined the flate of the game. My particular
attention furprized the chancellor, who enquired if
1 underftood chefs; T anfwered in the- affirmative.
Soon after finding his’ own game defperate, and,
in his opinion, loft, he told me he would give me
fifty roubles if I could winit. The hettman pro-
tefted that he would not play with an exile, as it
was contrary to the laws, but the chancellor main-
tained that he mightlegally do it, as the laws pro-
hibited only the communication with exiles; and
at laft the hettman, rather piqued at the chancellor’s
intimation that he was fearful of lofing the party,
confented that I fhould play the game out. He
had the advantage of a caltle, a knight, and two
pawns. At the third move I uncovered my caftle,
which ftood behind a bithop and oppofite to the
queen, at the fame time that I checked the king
with my bithop. The lofs of the queen fecured
the game in my favour, fo that I foon gave the
check-mate. :

At the end of the game I found that it had been
played for five hundred roubles on a fide, and I
immediately received the fifty roubles. The hett-
man being vexed, was defirous of having his re-
venge, and the chancellor confented to find money
for my ftake. He difmiffled my companions, after
prefenting them with two bottles of brandy, and de-
tained me to play at chefs. I won three fucceflive
games, which put two thoufand roubles into the
ehancellor’s pocket, of which, my part amounted

: : to
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to one hundred ‘and fifty roubles. ‘At dinner time
I retired, and foon after, with great furprize, per-
ceived ‘the hettman clofe behind me. He called
after me very civilly, and informed me that he had
a project in his head, in which, if I would join, I
fhould find it much to my advantage; but for my
part I was apprehenfive that his lofs might make
him my enemy, and therefore propofed to reftore
the hundred and fifty roubles which had been pre-
fented tome ; at the fame time making the beft ex-
cufes I could for what had happened. But my fears
were foon diflipated when he difcovered his projet;
which was, that I fhould play again{t fome rich mer-
chants, who had won large fums of money of him,
and that if I had the good fortune to win he was cer-
tain of gaining an immenfe fum, of which the fifth
part fhould be paid me on the fpot.

The fituation in which I found myfelf, and the
want of money to carry my enterprize into execu-
tion, made me determine to accept his propofition,
and to affure him of the fortune of his rivals in this
play. AsfoonasI had given my confent, he forgot
my fituation as an exile, and prefled me to go to
dinner with him. 1 was received by his family
with great refpect; for he prefented me in the
charatter of an illuftrious, though unfortunate gen-
tleman, to whom his family owed great obligations.
Atdinner we were furprized by feveral of the chief
people of the town, but my entertainer, who, by
his charge, was the third perfon in the government,
knew fo well how to manage the converfation, that
he perfetly eftablifhed that degree of confideration,
which he was defirous I thould poffefs. At my de-
parture he caufed me to be fupplied with provifions,
namely, butter, falt meat, rice, and brandy fufficient,
at leaft, to entertain my company five days.

When 1 arrived at home I aflembled my com-
panions, and related to them every thing that had
' happened.
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happened. At the fight of my provifions and the
hundred and fifty roubles, they thought they be.
held providence in perfon ; their hopes were ftill
more highly elevated, when I informed them of the
plot in which I had engaged with the hettman,
againft the merchants. Our evening thus paffed
with great chearfulnefs, and many were the caftles
we built in the air.  As foon as the company was
gone, 1 employed myfelf in writing out copies in the
Latin, French, and German languages, for my
fcholars ; and afterwards, enlivened by hope, I re.
tired to reft, and enjoyed the moft refrefhing {leep.

CHAP
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The Count enters upon bis gffice as language-mafter .~
The Governor prefents bhim with a female flave, and
a fledge drawn by dogsi—A propofal made to him
by fome of the chief gentlemen of the town to ef-
tablifh a fchool—A party at chefs.—An evening’s
entertainment.—Partiality of Mifs Aphanafia Ni-
low, the Geovernor's youngeft daughter, for ihe
Count.—Madame Nilow approves her attachment.

ON the 7th, my late rifing obliged me to haften
to the governor’s, where I found the younger part
of the family affembled in the hall. 1 gave them
the copies, and caufed them to {pell the words.
The youngeft of three daughters, whofe name was
Aphanafia, who was fixteen years of age, propofed
many queftions concerning my thoughts in my pre-
fent fituation. Her queltions convinced me that
her father had given them fome information con-
cerning my birth and misfortunes. I therefore gave
them an account of my adventures, at which my
{cholars appeared to be highly affeCted, but the
youngeft wept very much. She was a beautiful
girl, and her fenfibility created much emotion in
my mind ;—but, alas, I was an exile.

The governor afterwards came in and attended
to my inftruttions. He appeared exceedingly well
fatisfied with my method, and informed me that he
intended to prefent me with a Kamchatka female
flave, a fledge, and two dogs. Ithanked him for this
favour, but obferved, that as an exileI could not
poflefs any property, and that T was refolved to en-
dure my fate with patience. He perfifted, however,
in his refolution, and obferved that the fenate would

not
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not be difpleafed at his kindnefs for me, after having
received an account of the eflential fervice I had
done the ftate, by preferving the veflel, with the
lives and fortunes of the fubjeéts of the Emprefs.
The goodnefs of his difpofition affeted me greatly,
and I thanked him with the utmoft fincerity; after
which I took my leave. But he detained me a
fhort time, and ordered a fledge to be harnefled,
which he put into my hands, with a condu&or,
whom he ordered to obey me.

When L arrived with this new equipage, my com.
panions cried out that miracles wererevived ; and
more efpecially, when I informed them of all that
the governor had faid, they verily believed them-
felves delivered from the yoke of flavery under my
protetion. But Mr. Panow furprized the affembly
by obferving, that they had no fuch reafon to rejoice,
for the governor’s benevolence would flacken my
zeal, and that afterwards, at the firlt change of a
governor, we fthould remain expofed to the barba-
rians. He was going on with his difcourfe, when
I judged it proper to interrupt him by" renewing
my oath, with every aflurance of my being devoted
¢ to the good of the fociety.

. After dinner I received a vifit from the hett-
{ man, who was accompanied by Meflrs. Cafarinow
¢ and Rofcurakow, two principal merchants. After
i the firft civilities they propofed to me to eftablifh a
' fchool for languages, arithmetic, and geography;
and to enable me to undertake this, they made an
offer of putting together an entire houfe, newly
built, at any place where I might choofe to eftablith
a public fchool. T accepted their offers, on con-
dition that they thould perfuade the governor to fend
his children to this fchool : becaufe, as I was obliged
to repair every day to the governor’s, I thould not
otherwife have it in my power to {uperintend the
public fchool. We concluded our arrangement
with the conditjon, that I fhould receive five roubles

PeE
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et month for each child; that they fhould pay
me befides half a rouble for wood and lights; and
laftly that they fhould contribute together to fur-
njfh my houfe with moveables and a ftock of pro-
vifions, together with a fervant to drefs my victuals.

The more 1 refleted on the favourable change
of my fituation, the more my hope increafed that
I thould be able in fafety to execute the plan I
had formed for my deliverance. For the diftrefling
image of a wife whom I loved; and who in my
abfence, in all probability, had given birth to an
infant, prefented itfelf conftantly to my mind, and
eérmitted me to receive no perfe@ fatisfaction.
Abforbed ‘in thefe refleftions, I paid little attention
to -the converfation between my companions and
our guefts ; but the hettman roufed me out of my
reverie, by requefting me to come and dine with
him and play a few games at chefs. He informed
me, that he had propofed this party to Mr. Cafa-
rinow, then prefent, who would take no denial,
and that each game fhould be for three hundred
roubles, ‘of which he would ftake on my fide one

~ hundred and twenty, and the chancellor the'fame

fum, and that, if T won, the fixty roubles ot each
game would belong'to me; but that, in cafe I loft,
they would ‘bear my lofs. Mr. Cafarinow con-
fented'to the engagement, on condition that fifty
games fhould be played; and that he might be
permitted to make an affociation, any one of whom
fhould be at liberty to play againft me, as in like man-
ner it fhould be permitted either for the chancellor or
the hettman to play in my ftead. The hettman repli-
ed, that he would not ftipulate but for himfelf: it
was therefore determined to wait on the chancelior,
to whom we accordingly went. This gentleman
performed his part very dexteroufly, by making
fome difficulties at firft, though at laft he confented,
and the articles were written down and figned, with
the additiomal ftipulation, that ready money fhould

be paid down at the end of each game.
The




94 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

The agreement was ratified by an evening’s en.
tertainment, at which fifty perfons were prefent;
and the governor himfelf, with his family, came in.
On his arrival the mufic was fent for, and dances
began. As for myfelf, I was a friendly fpectator of
the whole; and, being now upon terms of great
familiarity with every one, 1 requefted the chan-
cellor to fend a few bottles to my companions. He
invited them all, appointing a chamber for their ufe,
where they could fee every thing that paffed with-
out communicating *with the aflembly, contrary to
the laws. During the whole entertainment, my
{cholar Aphanafia never quitted me but to join in
the dance, which the did very gracefully; her mo-
ther came up to us once, and whifpered to me, I
think your {cholar will become your friend ; have
an eye over her: I amakind mother.—She fpoke
to me in very good German ; and as it was the firft
time I had converfed with her I felt fome embarrafl-
ment, but foon recollecting myfelf, I affured her of
my refpet and inviolable attachment. The go-
vernor, obferving me in converfation with the
mother and the daughter, likewife came up to us,
and afked the fubjet of our. converfation; but
Madame de Nilow prevented my anfwering, by fay-
ing, that fhe was enquiring whether I could not
teach her daughter mufic. - This mezzotermino de-
livered me from all apprehenfion, and a fhort
time afterwards the governor and his lady retired.
Mifs Nilow returned to me, and informed me that
her father had confented to the eftablithment of
a public fchool, and that confequently the, with
her fifters and brothers, fhould often have the
pleafure of vifiting her mafter. It is impofiible
to delcribe the amiable and graceful manner of
this charming girl. Two hours after midnight I
attended my {cholar, with her fifters, to the go-
vernor’s houfe, and afterwards returned home.

G H A P
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A building eredled for a [chool.—Converfution swith
Madame Nilow. Profits arifing from the Count’s
Jiill at Chefs—Mifs Aphanajia converfes awith
the Count.—The fociety of exiles reinforced.—Hunt-
ing of the bear.

ON the 8th my friend Cruftiew came to me at
day-break, to enquire what fituation I had ‘chofen
for the new edifice, and on going out of my hut
I found almoft all the ‘pieces of wood for the
building ready. As foon as 1 had marked out the
fituation the workmen began to put them together.
After breakfaft T repaired to the governor’s houle
to give the ufual leflons to my {cholars, ‘'whom I
found ready, with the “alphabet in their hands.
When they had faid their fpelling leffons, they re-
quefted me to write fome German and French words
in the Ruffian charadlers. " It “fortunately happened
that I was proyided with a grammar of the Ruffian,
Certhan and French languages, which I had found
among 'the books of ‘my friend. 1 put this mto
their hands, with fome inftruftions for' the ufe of
it.  Asfoon as the leffons were ended, I was aiked a
thoufand queftions concerning my country, its man-
ners, cuftoms, &c. :

When I was “preparing to depart, the governor’s
lady arrived, and after difmifling her children, made
e fit down befide her.  She informed ‘me, that™
fhe was the daughter of a Swedifth colonel, exiled
into Siberia; that her mother had changed her reli-
gion, and that fhe had married Mr. Nilow, at that

fime lieutenant-colonel, a worthy man, but greatly
addicted
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addi&ed to drinking, the excefs of which rendered
him brutal and infupportable; that fhe enjoyed no
pleafure excepting that of feeing her family grow
up around her, though at the prefent inftant, after
having fuffered the mortification .of feeing her two
eldeft daughters married to two- officers who were
addifted to gluttony and drinking in the moft dif-
guf’cing excelfs, fhe could not but lament the fate of
the youngeft, who was intended by her father to be
married to a certain kuzma, one of the molt . dif-
agreeable perfons in the univerfe. She therefore
intreated me to endeavour to gain the confidence of
the governor, and to.ufe: my utmoft exertions to
change this refolution. My reply to: this. good mo-
ther was, that I would do my belt, and. that at all
times {he fhould find me obedient to her commands.
Soon after I took my, leave, and: returned  home,
where [ found an invitation from Mr. Hettman to
form a party at chefs.

In the mean time we dined, and after dinner
Mr.. Cruftiew prefented to me. the: candidates for
reception into out, fociety.. - About four o’clock a
woman came . to take: my meafure for fhirts and
clothes, according, to -the cuftom, of this country,
where the women, perform the taylor’s bufinefs. At
{feven o’clock I waited on the chancellor, where I
found five merchants. .. We played five, games af
chefs, four of which I won, and after receiving one
hundred and eighty roubles, I took my leave.

On the gth a merchant, named Cfulofmkow,
hearing. that I poffeffed fome money, propoled to me
to play a couple of, games with him, but declared
that he would not play for lefs than two hundred
roubles a game. -1 accepted his propofal, only de-
ferring it till afternoon, becaufe I was obliged
to attend my {cholars at the governor’s houfe.
When I entered the hall I was furprized to find
Mifs "Aphanafia abfent, and ftill more to hear

that
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that the was ill in bed, but being defirous of taking
her leflon, the had afked leave for me to come to her,
which her mother had granted. I wasaccordingly in-
troduced into her chamber, where this amiable girl
difclofed the {fentiments of her heart with fuch open-
nefs and {implicity, that the Ruflian language at
that moment appeared to me the moft mufical in
the univerfe. Qur converfation was interrupted by
the appearance of Madame Nilow. - I therefore
took my leave, and on my arrival at home I found
Mr. Clulonikow, who loft three games at chefs.
The reft of the day was employed in fettling the
order for the reception of the candidates to be pre-
fented by Mr. Cruftiew. ~We agreed that the
council of eight fhould alone be entrufted with
the fecrets, and that fuch other perfons as might in
futute be admitted fhould be informed only of
fuch particulars as the council might judge neceffary
to communicate to them to fecure their confidence.
At this meeting, therefore, the form of the oath
was drawn up, and we employed the reft of the
evening in preparing an entertainment.

On the 10th, at day-break, Mr. Crufliew went
in fearch of his candidates, and at nine in the morn-
ing, returned with them. Their names were as
follow :

Demetrius Kuzneczow, a free Ruflian merchant.

Aphanafi Kumin, Captain of the Coffacks, free.

Andrew Gurcinin, Chamberlain of the Emprefs

Elizabeth, an exile.
Jobn Sibaew, Captain of the Hunters, free.
Alexis Protopop, Archdeacon of the Church,
free. .

Levonti Popow, Captain of the Hunters, free.

John Cfurin, brother to the captain of a mer-

chant fhip, free.

Magnus Meder, of the Admiralty, exiled twenty

years.

John Wilkow, a free hunter,

oL I, H Caflimir
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Calimir Bieliki, a Polith ftaroft, exiled fifteen
years before.
Gregory Lobczow, Colonel of Infantry, an exile,

eraclius Prince Zadfkoy, exiled eighteen years
betore.

Julian Brandorp, a Swede, exiled fix years
before. '

Nicholas Srebernikow, €aptain of a regiment of
Guards, an exile:

Andrew Biatzinin, an exile.

At eleven in the morning tlie candidates were
introduced to the committee, and the oaths and
engagements were read to them. They im-
mediately took the oath, and figned their en-
gagements; but in order to confirm their {anction
we determined that all thofe who were of the Rui-
fian religion fhould go to confeflion, and take the
facrament to corroborate their oaths. In confequence
of this order Mr. Cruftiew attended them to the
church, where their confeflions were received, and
the facrament was adminiftered to them by the
Protopop. After their return we celebrated our
little feaft, and the governor with his family, the
chancellor, and the hettman, with feveral other prin-
cipal perfons of the town, eame to us in the even-
ing, and honoured our aflembly with a vifit,
which fixed the epoch of the independence of the
exiles : ‘Yor the governor, being extremely drunk,
fwore, that he acknowledged me as chief of the exiles,
and commanded the chancellor to regifter an aét
in the chancery, to authenticate this nomination;
at the fame time promifing to write a reprefentation

in my favour to government, in order that I might

be employed in the fervice of the ftate: The chan-
cellor and the hettman fupported the intentions of
the] governor, and kad the fatisfaction to win near
feven thoufand. roubles from the merchants, at

chefs,




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 99

chefls, who by this means paid the charges of our
entertainments

On the rith we determined to go in chace of the
bear, and cbtained permiflion from the governor of
four days abfence. ' On this day. I received'a confi-
derable prefent in linén and fome pieces of plate
from Mr. Nilow. On the 12th we departed, to the
number of fixteen; well armed, with eight fledges,
and went down the river which was frozen. At the
diftance of rwenty-eight verftes 'we ftopped at the
dwelling of the tajou or chief of Clekawka: he gave
us an account of the feveral vifits -he had received
from the bears in his neighbourhood, and entertain-
ed us and our dogs with a dinner ; after which he
condu&ted us to a brook which fell into the river of
Kamchatka. But the inftant that he perceived three

_bears at play on the banks of this rivulet, he earn-
eftly entreated us to retire, affuring us that thefe
creatures would be the death of usi After deliver-
ing this advice,he decamped,and we approached our
enemies ’till within the diftance of mufquet fhot,
when we difcharged our-fire-arms, and wounded
them. Enraged with their wounds, they came for- .
ward to attack us with the utmoft fury. It was a
fortunate circumftance that my companions were
accuftomed to this chace. They met the bears, and,
after a long combat, flew the whole three ; for none
of them chofe to quit the field of battle.

The following circumftances are proper to be
taken notice of refpeting this manner of hunting.
At fight of a bear one of the hunters advances to
begin the attack, which he does by prefenting his
left arm to the animal, having previoufly {fecured
himfelf by thick pieces of wood, faftened lengthways
upon the arm, in order that the bear may not break
it at the firlt gripe. The moment the animal feizes
the arm the hunter ftrikes him with a lance within
the left fhoulder. After this ftroke the other hunters

H=2 conti«
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continually run their larices into the body of the
animal, who often breaks the weapons, and, if the
firlt ftroke be not effeftual, throws down his oppo-
nent and ftrangles, or at lealt maims him.

After having flain thefe three bears we laid them
on our fledges and returned towards Clekawka.
At the half diftance we met the tajow with twenty
natives of Kamchatka, armed with lances and bows.
"Fhey acquainted us that they came toaffift us; but
when they faw the dead bears they fung our praile,
and condué&ed us back in trivmph.  The firflt care
of the ‘Kamchatka - men was to fkin the bears, for
which they gave ‘us twenty-fix martins {kins, and
eight’ foxes fkins for the flefh. This bargain was
very agteeable to us, and we refolved to fally forth
by moon:light to" make another prize. - We fuc-
ceeded very well in this attempt likewife, for we
flew five others; but Sibaew was wounded.

Among thefe beéars there was one of prodigious
fize, ‘and ‘as white as fuow.  We fet apart his {kin
as a prefent for the governor; and propefed to ap-
ply the four othets to our own ufe as mattrafles.
We'therefore laid them on our fledges, and return-
ed towards our habitations, where we fkinned them,
and falted ‘the fleth; after which we carried our
prefent to the governor, who was highly pleafed
with its '

CHAP.
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Public fehool opened.—The Seciety of exiles meet on
bufinefs relative to their ¢feape by fea—Chefs.—
The Count compafes charts of the coafts and iflands
adjoining to Kamchatka~Dangerous confequence of
the affair laff debated in the fociety of cxilese—
Awerted by the Count, who narrewly efcapes affaf~
fenation.—His enemy punifbed.

ON the 14th, the fchool-room being ready, 1
teceived my Acholars, and made choice of Mefl.
Cruftiew and Panow as my afliftants. At four in
the afternoon the governor’s children appeared.
The number of my fcholars amounted to twenty-
¢hree, among which were three merchants, who
camie to learn arithmetic,

On the 16th Sibaew requefted me fo call a meet-
ing, in order to communicate a difcovery relative
to our enterprize. I appointed that very night at
eleven o'clock. When the committee was aflem-

bled, T demanded of him the communication he

hiad to make, which was as follows.
in the coutrfe of the preceding month of Auguft,
Cfulofnikow failed from Cchoczk with a vefiel of
oné handred and fifty tons, armed, and bound to
the Aleuthes iflands, to cafch beavers. His crew
confifted of twenty-cight hunters;, who had never
beén at féa before, and thele being overtaken by a
violent tempeft, had run the veflel afhore.  Clulol-
nikow in this junéture had forced the people to work
without intermiflion to get the veffel off the ground ;
and upon their refufal to perlevere, had obtained
miilitary affiftance from the governor to compel
them. ~ In confequence of which treatment they had
) unanimonily
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unanimoufly determined, firlt to get the veflel off,
and afterwards to make their efcape with her out of
flavery. Mr. Sibaew having been confulted by
them on this affair, took advantage of their difpofi-
tion to infinuate that they bad no chance of fucceed-
ing in their attempt unlefs they could engage me to
take the command, which they immediately refolved
to do, and entreated him to inform me of their de-
termination. He therefore thought it incum-
benton him to acquaint the committee, that they
might determine what was propereft to be done in
thefe circumftances, which in his own opinion he
thought very advantageous to our interefts; as by
increafing our number we might put ourfelves in
a fituation to employ open force in feizing a veffel,
and making our efcape with ourarms in our hands,
in cale we could not fucceed by ftratagem.

This propofition appeared very interefting to us,
"The opinion of every perfon prefent was therefore
taken, and the fociety was.at laft’ induced to adopt
mine, which was as follows:

That Sibaew thould return for anfwer to them,
that T was greatly affeCted with the fufferings they
endured, but that having already been betrayed,
once before, in my endeavours to affift the unfortu-
nate, I could not truft to their propofals. For it
would be fufficient if out of twenty-eight there fhould
be one apoftate who might betray me ; and as the
enterprize was of the nature of a revolt, they would
be punifhed by being condemned for life to the mines.
I recommended that no other anfwer thould be made
them on my part but this; but I engaged Sibaew
to encourage them in their difpofition to quit Kam-
chatka, and perfuade them to ufe every means of
gaining my confidence, while I referved to myfelf
the conduct and management of their plot when it
fhould be brought near to an iffue,

On
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‘On the'17th, in the morning, Sibacw arrived with
two of the principal perfons of the crew of Mr.
Clulofnikow, the one named Lapin, whe was malfter,
and the other Parencfin, who was carpenter. They
both threw themfelves at my feet :as foon as they
entered, and conjured me not to abandon them in
their enterprize. They oblerved, that their relolu-
tion-ought to be agreedble to me, as I thould thereby
fecure my liberty ; and they offered to engage them-
felves by oath to be faithful and obedient to me in
all my commands, and to follow me to the <nd
of the world. T continued to urge difficulties until
théy had aflured me that they would engage them-
felves by the moft facred oath, and tdke the holy
communion to corrcborate every engagement into
which T might think proper to require them to enter.
This refolution determined me to give them fome
hopes that I would accept the charge, provided they
engaged their companions to follow my fortunes
under the fame oath. .For which purpofe I told
them, that 'as foon as they were all agreed, they
might come to me, in order to execute their .oath
of union.

After their departure, T affembled ‘my compa-
nions, and communicated to them the agreement 1
had made with the chiefs of Cfulofnikow’s people.
The ftepsT had taken were approved, and the com-
pany finding themfelves reinforced by twenty-eight
ftrong, robuft and determined men, no longer
doubted of fuccefs. We agreed from that day for-
ward to bufy ourfelves in making cartridges, and
preparing our arms. Fach of us was directed to
provide a mufquet, a pair of piftols, a fabre, a lance,
and fixty cartridges.

On the 18th I paffed the day with the chancellor
in playing at chefs, and I won feven games. Onmy
return T found Mr. Norin, lieutenant of the garri-
fon, who afked me tolend him five bundred roubles,

At
which
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,which he wanted to fit himfclf out; as he was ne.
minated commander, at Nilnioftrogg. I promifed to
comply with his requeft, on condition that he gave
me his word of honour to behave with humanity
towards the unfortunate exiles dwelling within the
limits of his jurifdiction. He accompanied me home,
where I put the five hundred roubles into his hand,
and received in return his proteftations of friend-
fhip and gratitude. My companions were much
concerned at my' hberality; but when I aflured
them that I had near five thoufand roubles in my
box, they found themfelves more at eafe in that
refpect. .

On the 1gth the chancellor defired me to com.
pofe a reduced chart of the Kurilles and Aleuthes
iflands, together with the coafts of Kamchatka, and
Ochoczk ; and, in order that I might obtain the
neceflary information, he gave me permiffion tq
take out of the archives whatever pieces I might
find relative to the fubject. As this bufinefs tended
to divert my wearifome fituation, and, at the fame
time, to fupply me with the knowledge which was
requifite to the execution of my proje&, I under-
took it very willingly ; and on that very day I re-
ceived out of the Chancery feveral journals and re-
lations of fea voyages, made either by the officers in
the Imperial Ruflian fervice, or by individuals. At
the firlt perufal, however, 1 was convinced that I
~ould advance nothing with certainty, except fuch
articles as I found in the journals of Spanberg,
Bering and Tfirtkow.

On the 20th Madame de Nilow preffed me much
to teach her daughter mufic. Unfortunatelv, how-
ever, my whole knowledge of this art confilted in
playing the barp, an inftrument which it would have
been a miracle to have found in Kamchatka. Ne-
verthelefs, to pleafe this lady, I promifed to make
one; though I had never handled any cabinet-

: makers
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makers tools. On my return home [ confulted with
my friends, concerning the accomplithment of my
promile ; and, after I had made a model, Mr. Pa-
now undertook to aflit me in the conftrultion of
the inftrument; Mr. Cruftiew engaged to make
the ftrings with the entrails of dogs and rein deer
and Mr. Stephanow promifed to make all the iron.
fcrews.

On the 21ft, Mr. Cfulofaikow, the merchant,
came to me, and reproached me with having excited
his crew to mutiny, and threatened that, if I did not
point out the ringleaders to bim, he would directly
go and complain to the governor, and demand an
order for my imprifonment. The dire and aflured
manner in which this man made his attack, led me
to fear fome treachery on the part of his people;
but, as it was neceflary to avoid every appearance of
confufion, I replied, that he muft be out of his
fenfes to accufe me with fo flupid an undertaking.
I admitted that his people had applied to me for an
engagement to build my houle, and that T had made
a bargain with them, which, however, I would will-
ingly cancel, if the governor judged it inconvenient,
{ affured him that I entered into this explanation,
not with a view to jultify myfelf to him, whom I
defpifed too much to think of making any reply to
his accufations ; but that I did it to make him blufh
at his want of humanity. I moreover aflured him,
that I thould lofe no time in waiting on the gover-
nor, and making him acquainted with the execra-
ble treatment with which he purfued his people,
who, though unable to fubfilt without working,
were deprived even of that refource, as far as his
power could go; and that, as to myfelf, I thould
foon find an opportunity to punifh him for his
infolence, in having dared to attribute fu ch proceed-
Jngs to me.

€Ty

During
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During our converfation, feveral of my compa.
nions came up; and when informed of the fubje&
of our dif &ourfe, they attributed his proceeding to a
defire of avenging himfelf for the lofs of a fum of
money againft me at chefs. The conteft foon be-
came warm, and terminated in a fhower of blows,
which fell to his fhare.

To prevent the bad confequences of this adven-
ture, I immediately waited upon the governor and
informed him of the accufation of Cfulofnikow, not
forgetting to mention the infolence of his behavx-
our, The governor, irritated by the reprefentations
of his lady \nd the reft of his family, fent a ferjeant
in fearch of Cfulofnikow, and the moment he ap-
peared, without fuffering him to fpeak, he declared
to him, that if he ever infulted me in future, he
would fend him to prifon, and profecute him  for
having loft the veflel entrufted to his care ; and that
fince he had information that the veflel could not
be got oft, he would difcharge his crew from their
contradt, and give them full liberty to enter on
board of any other veflel. The governor accord-
ingly fent his officer to the chancellor, in order that
kis commands might be carried into execution;
and poor Cfulofnikow found himfelf obliged to fub-
mit without fpeaking a word. ;

I thanked the governor, and returned homewards,
but had {carcely proceeded one-third of the way be-
fore I was attacked by ‘Cfulofnikow and his couﬁn,
with two ftout bludgeons and drawn knives. 1 had
ro other arms than a ftick, and was at a diftance
from every place of affiftance. However I fet my-
1€lf in a ftate of defence with my back againft a ftore
houfe, and in this fituation 1 received many ftrokes
on the arm.  One of my blows was fo Tucky as to
fall on the head of Clulofnikow’s companion, and
extended him upon the earth; upon which, having
ouly one to deal with, I attacked my man with fury,

brokg
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broke my ftaff, and then flew upon him with my
filts. At the firflt onfet I had the good fortune to
Atrike him fuch a violent blow that he vomited
blood, and begged his life, which I granted at the
fame time that I reproached him with his treachery.
I promifed, however, not to fpeak of this adventure
to the governor.

After I'had left him and was proceeding on my way,
I met Sibaew, who feeing me all bloody with fe-
veral contufions on my head, enquired what had
happened and upon being ir‘formed he ran to the -
governor’s houfe to carry the news. ‘The governor
nnmedmtely fent a detachment to feize Cfulofnikow
and his coufin, the latter of whom died that after-
noon, by the frature of his fkull. Cfulofnikow
was condemned to fix months public labour, and
his whole property confifcated to the ufe of the ftate
and the church. For my part it was with great dif-
ficulty that I reached home, and notwithftanding
every care, [ was obliged to keep my bed ten days,
during which time I received continual ¥ifits from
the chiefs of the country, and efpecially the family of
the governor, which 1ppmred to be highly intereft-
ed in my welfare.

CHAP




108 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

B » B R o ¢ ¥

The exiles narrowly efcape poifoning, on New Tear’s
Day.—Difcovery of the author, who difclofes their
project, as communicated to him by one of their num-
ber.—The exiles meet, and put the traitor «to death
in the night.—Farther enquiries made by govern-
ment, which are rendered adortive by an accidental
circumflance.

ON the 1ft of January, 1771, we paid our re.
fpets to the governor and other principal per-
fons, and afterwards aflembled, in order to make
a kind of entertainment. We had received from
feveral merchants, prefents of tea and fugar, with
which we regaled ourlelves. But this pleafure coft
us dear; forin a quarter of an hour after we were
feized with violent cholics and vomiting. Mr. Pa-
now was the firlt who affured us that we were poi-
foned, for he afirmed that he had obferved many
of the pieces of fugar tafted falt. In confequence
of this fuppofition, each of us drank a large quantity
of whale oil. It is impoflible to defcribe our fuf-
ferings; fome were affected more than others, 'and
as to mylelf, who had only taken one cup of tea,
1 found, after I had taken the oil, that my pains
difappeared with only a trembling in all my limbs.
But my utmoft exertions were required to attend
my other companions, confifting of fourteen per-
fons, many of whom vomited blood,

During this crifis, feveral of our companions
game to fee us, who, when they found what
had happened, made hafte to bring a quantity of
the rein deer’s milk, which at lalt mitigated our

pains,
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pains, and caufed them to go off with a trembling of ;
the limbs, excepting Mr. Cfurin, who died in the
night, and Mr. Panow, who continued fecarcely
alive. Asfoon as we had recovered our forces and
began to refle¢t upon this event, we examined the
fugar. I gavea piece to a cat, and another piece to
a dog, wrapped up in part of a fith. Both thele ani-
mals were ftrongly convulfed, and burft in the fpace
of half an hour, This experiment convinced us
that Mr. Cafarinow, a merchant, had poifoned the
fugar; but as it was of importance to fearch this
affair to the bottom, we determined to keep the
fecret, for which reafon we caufed the Protopop to
attend the burial of Mr. Cfurin; and Mr. Panow,
finding himfelf better, was conveyed to his hut.

On the 2d, about noon, I waited on the governor,
with the intention of giving him an account of our
accident; and, as a proof, I carried with me the
fugar loaf, The governor was not inclined to give
credit to my declaration, for which reafon I offered
to convince him by fending for Mr. Cafarinow, and
propofing to him to drink tea, at the fame time
that notice might be incidentally taken, that I had
prefented the governor with a loaf of fugar. For
I obferved that the behaviour of Cafarinow on this
occafion, could not fail, either to clear up his in-
nocence, or indicate his guilt. Madame Nilow ap-
proved my propofal, and the governor confented to
follow my advice, on condition that I fhould be a
witnefs to what might happen from a neighbour-
ing chamber.

The governor accordingly feat for the chancellor,
the hettman, and Cafarinow, with two other mer-
chants. "The moment I faw them arrive, I retire
into the next room, where I could hear every thing
that paffed. The chancellor and the hettman ar-
rived firft, and were informed of the bufinefs for
which they had been requefted to come. They

concluded




\

I10 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

concluded that Cafarinow had executed this aét of
“tevenge againlt me on account of his having loft
a large fum of money at chefs, and declared that
they did not doubt the truth of ey relation. They
at the fame time obferved, that if thefa& fhould be
{tablithed againft (,marmow, it would be abfolutely
nc‘ceﬂary to }umfh him with the utmoft rigour of
the law, by condemning him to labour in the
mines, after confifcation of his whole fortune.
Cafarinow at laft arrived with the two other mer-
chants : the governor received them politely, and
entered into difcourfe concunmg the fitting out of
fome fhipping for the iflands Aleuthes, to catch
beavers. Inthe mid{t of their dialogue the governor
propofed tea, which was accepted by the whole
company, and he continued his difcourfe with Ca-
farinow, by afking if he was not in the habit of
taking tea fev erzl times in the courfe of the day,
to which he anfwered in the affirmative. In the
mean time the table was fet out, and the governor,
leoking at the fugar-loaf upon the table, exprefled
his furprize at the generofity of the exiles who ar-
rived laft, and cu~rvcd that he had received as a
ew-year’s gift from Zi e, two fugar loaves, part of
iich he had now the 1*1 -alure of of"gnn(r to the
company. At thefe w O[Lm (ﬂfalmov’ turned pale,
and upon the governor’s enqui ry whether he was ill,
he mplmu he v as, and begged leave 'to retire.. The
chancellor replied, that his illnefs would go off
after a couple of difhes of tea. He conrmucd how-
EVer, Lo make his excufes, butatlaft the cup of tea
eing ponred out was pr c nted to him,and the go-
vernor .infifted on his drinking it. At this crifis
the unhappy wretch no ‘Lo}.gcr doubted but that he
was dif¢overed, and, throwing himfelf at th feet of
the governor, declared, that he had po foned the

fugar, with the intention of - delivering {ociety from

ylelf,

fuch a monfter as mvlell, He adu‘cd the governor
that
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that he would himfelf be convinced of this after
hearing the depofition of a perfon of the name of
Piatfinin, who had difcovered to him a plot, which
I had formed, to arm all the exiles, and to feize
veflels in order to efcape from Kamchatka. 'The
governor was too much enraged at the attempt of
Cafarinow to pay any a attention to his words; but
committed him to prifon, giving orders to the chan-
cellor to proceed to the confifcation of his property,
and to regifter the fentence againft him from his
own confeflion, of an attempt to poifon.

After having feen this wretched man draggedto
jail, and the governor’s dinner time being near, I
retired. Immediately on my arrival I affembled the
coanc*l, and afterwards all thofe who had entered
into the oath of confederacy. I declared tothem
the treafon of Piatfinin, who was then prefent, and
the meeting fentenced -him to dle, but granted him

three hours to prepare himfelf for death: the Pro-
topop attended him, and in the evening he was led
out and put to dcath during the night, by fhooting
him through the head.

In confequence of the depofition of Cafarinow,
the chancellor caufed a Coflack, of the name of
Piatfinin, to come before him, and queftioned him
concerning the fact. This poor wreteh was at a
lofs what to anfwer, but ablolutely denied ever hav-
ing fpoken to Cafurmow, and the chancellor did
not give himfelf the trouble to confront them, but
contented himfelf with inferting in the fe'ltence a
declaration of falfhood wn(wxh the depofition of
Cafarinow.

CHAPR
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The Count eonfirucls a mufical inflrument for his
Jeholar Mifs Aphanafia.— Members propofed to the
Jociety of exiles—DPlan of qperation feitled~—~The
Governor propofes a journcy.~Large fums of money
wwon at chefsy and part prefented to the Governor’s
Jamily—DMifs Apabanafia declares her affecion
for the Count in the prefence of her father, whe

is exceedingly irritaied, but is pacified by bis

calleagues in cfficce—The Governor makes the ne-
eeflary difpofitions 1o reverfe the fentence of exilg
under which the Count was banifhed.

ON the 3d we were informed of afl that ha
happened at the governor’s as well as at the chan-
cerv, and it was with the greateft fatisfa&tion that
we refieCted on our narrow efcape from the con-
equences of treachery and poifon. Several of us,

1 )
A

irds.  On this day my mufical intrument be-

me Nilow, and played a few airs upon it
rer, and though the found of the inftrument
- from being lively, the meledy was thought

inchanting by the governor and all his family. From
that day forward their youngeft daughter Apbanafia

vas infeparable from her inftrument.

OGn the 4th Mr. Stephanew informed us, that he
had difcovered that Boclarow, Iimailow, and Lapin,
threc young perfons apprenticed to the fea, had
refolved, together with five or fix hunters, to feize

a veflel, and efcape to the Aleuthes iflands, to efta-
: 2 i iy )
blilh themlelves there. He obferved, that fince the

propofal
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propofal firft came from them he could depend on
their fidelity ; but as the treachery of Piatfinin had
made a ftrong impreflion on the minds of my com-
panions, I contented myfelf with propofing that
Mtr. Stephanow fhould form a conneétion with them,
and encourage them in their refolution till we thould
have decided refpecting their admiffion ; but that
we fhould poftpone our decifion to the time of the
execution of our proje&t. My opinion was agreed
to, and Mr. Stephanow was entrufted with the
management of this affair.

On the 5th a committee was held, to confult on
the means of carrying our proje& into execution.
It was here determined that, in order to prevent all
fufpicion in future, the greater part of our compa-
nions thould quit the town of Bollha, and fettle at
Nifney-oftrog during the winter, under pretence
of following the chace: But that in the courfe of
the month of March, or at fartheft by the 15th
of April, they fhould rejoin me, in order that
as the hatbour began at that time to be clear-
ed of ice, and the fhipping would be fitting out,
we fhould embrace the earlieft opportunity of
{eizing the firft veflel which thould be ready, in which
we would embark, and leave Kamchatka. In con-
fequence of this refolution it was determined that
‘Meflrs. Cruftiew and Stephanow ‘fhould undertake
to make fure of part of the crew of the firll veffel
which might be fitting out, with a view to facilitate
the execution of our projet; while I fhould attach
myfelf to the governor, the chancellor, and the
hettman, for the purpofe of fruftrating the effect
of the infinuations of the merchants, who, from
the treachery of Piatfinin, and feveral other circum-
ftances, had been confirmed in their fufpicions.
On the fame day I requefted the governor’s per-
miffion of abfence for my companions, that they
might hunt near Nifney Novogrod, whichT cbtain-
ed. On the 6th they departed, after I had given

Vor. I. 1 them
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them two hundred roubles to facilitate their efta-
blifhment, together with a letter of recommen-
dation for Mr, Norin, commanding officer at Nif-
ney-oftrog,

On the 7th the governor propofed to me to accom-
pany him on a journey he intended to make in the
courfe of the month, together with his family. I
complied with his orders, and promifed to be ready,
but the chancellor and the hettman, who came in
foon after, reproached me for abandoning their
parties. The governor, however, aflured them that
he fhould not be abfent longer than feven or eight
days ; in confequence of which they determined to
make the fame journey, on condition that we took
a chefs board with us. The governor was curious
to know the fum they had won at that game fince I
had borne a part; and, upon making a calculation,
it appeared that it amonnted to forty-two thoufand
roubles, in money and furs. The chancellor, to
thew his attachment to the governor, afferted, that
he had agreed with me to fet afide one-tenth part
of the profits as a prefent to the governor’s family,
which he called me, as well as the hettman, to
witnefs. The governor was highly pleafed with this
declaration, and immediately caufed his daughters
to be called, and communicated to them the news
of their good fortune; obferving, that they were in-
debted to me, in the firft place, for this advantage,
and next, to the friendthip of the chancellor and
the hettman. 1 perceived that Mr, Hettman was
offended at the ftep the chancellor had taken, for
which reafon I called him afide, and reprefented to
him that this act of generofity, as well as all the
good confequences which might arife from it, would
be fhared by him, as well as us; and that there ftill
remained a vaft field for us to extend our advantages.
"This affurance fet his covetous heart fomewhat more

The
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The governor’s family exprefled their acknow-
Jedgments to us; but Mifs Aphanafia added, that
fhe hoped, from the goodnefs of Mr. Chancellor
and Mr.Hettman, that they would intereft themfelves
in my favour, and obtain the abolition of the fen-
tence of my exile, and the neceflary grace, in order
that I might be employed in fome charge under go-
vernment, that her fincere defire of feeing me happy,
and of partaking in my happinefs, might be accom-
plithed. At thefe words the governor flew into a
rage, and loaded me with invettives, but the chan-
cellor and hettman remonftrated {trongly againit the
injuftice of blaming me for the fentiments of his
daughter. They obferved it was not impofiible but
that I might in future poflefs a charge under go-
vernment, and in that cafe the governor could not
do better to infure the happinefs of his family.
Their arguments at length had fome effett on the
governor, who became calm, and addrefled them
in thefe words: Gentlemen, you are witnefs to the
declaration juft now made by my daughter, of
which I fhould be much athamed; but, fince you
find it excufable, I pardon her, and undertake to
employ my credit in mitigating the fentence of
exile againft Benyowfky. I therefore requeft that
you will fign an a& which I fhall propofe to you,
which, according to the laws of the Czar Peter,
difcharges every exile from his fentence. This law
enacts, that every exile who fhall have difcovered a
plot formed againft government, or the chiefs,
fhall be difcharged from the rigour of his fentence.
The exile before you has a right to this abfolution ;
for he has revealed to us the attempt of Cafarinow
to poifon us. Without his declaration neither you
nor myfelf would now have been alive. You can-
not therefore difpenfe with figning this a&t of ab-
folution, which we will fubmit to the fenate, with
our letters of recommendation, for the fake of the

13 form
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form only : For the ordinances of the Emperor do
not prefcribe this to be done, but are pofitive in
enatting, that every governor or voivode, prefident
of a college, or chancellor, with the confent of his
counfellors, fhall be authorized to pronounce this
abfolution.

This fpeech of the governor was received like an
oracle, and the chancellor invited the governor im-
mediately to call a meeting the following day,
to carry his refolution into effect. The hettman
made hafte to engage Madame Nilow to join them,
in order to confirm the governor in this ftep, who
beholding his family at his feet, and the chancellor
and the hettman urging every entreaty, confented at
laft, and complimented me with my liberty.

CHAP
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The Count is in danger of being put to death by his af-
Jociates—T beir [ufpicions removed.—An embarraff-
ing dilemma.— Prefents made to the Count.—T be
manner of bis abfolution from the fentence of exile.—
He makes a propofal 1o the council.—Generous dif-
pofition of the chicf inbabitants of the town.—Confe-
quences of the Count’s advancement.

T HIS bufinefs was not conduéted with fecrecy.
The governor’s family divulged the adventure corn-~
fufedly, and the whole town was informed of my
approaching abfolution before I left the governor’s
houfe; which I did, after having received orders to
appear the following day at the chancery at eleven

in the morning. In my way I met man erfons
4 g o) Y yp

who loaded me with compliments, and when Larrived
af home, I found Meflrs. Panow, Stephanow, Batu-
rin, and Cruftiew, who accofted me with fome con-
fufion, and informed me that I muft appear before
the general meeting. I enquired what prefling af-
fair demanded my prefence, and obferved that I had
very agreeable news to communicate to them; but
great was my aftonithment at the anfwer of Panow,
who informed me that this news would coft me my
life, to which he added, that I wasa traitor, and that
nothing more could be faid on an affair which was
of fufficient importance to be decided according to
the conftitution I had myfelf eftablifhed.

Surprized at this difcourfe, T had no time to con-
fider what motivées could lead them to at in this
manner. It was in vain that I folicited my beft
friend, Cruftiew, to give me fome intimation of the
bufinefs ; for he refufed, by obferving that he was

forbidden
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forbidden to fpeak to me, and that it was neceflary
I fhould appear before the affembly. I then entered,

and the firlt objetts which prefented themfelves to
my fight were two of my aflociates, armed with
fabres, at the door, and a goblet on the table filled
with poifon. Thefe preparations led me to fuppofe
that I was charged with treachery, and that the pro-
ceedings of the governor in my favour had induced
my companions to believe that I had accufed and
betrayed them. On this fuppofition I demanded
leave to fpeak, and immediatcly related to them
every thing which had paffed at the governor’s
houfe, together with the decifion of the governor.
After havmg ended my dx[couxfe, I demanded judg-
ment. Confternation and joy was on everv counte-
nance. Mr. Panow advanced towards me the firft,

and, throwing himfelf at my feet, entreated my
pardon, affirming that he was the autlior of all that
1 faw. He informed me, that as he could not be-
lieve my connettion with the chiefs of the govern-
ment was fimply the effe&t of accident, he had
long fufpetted me of treachery, and had not ceafed
to follow my fteps; and that he had, on that very
morning, followed me, and was convinced of my
duplicity, when he heard that, by virtue of the
ordinance of the Czar Peter, I was declared to be
at liberty : a convittion which infpired him with the
refolution of aflaflinating me; though he had de-
ferred the execution of his purpofe, merely with
the intention of informing his companions of their
danger. That in confequence of his declaration,
they had determined to put me to death; but that
the prefervation of my life was owing to the refo-
lution of Mr. Cruftiew, who perfuaded the megting
to hear me before they proceeded to the'commifiion
of a crime, as he would anfwer for. me at the ex-
pence of his life; And as the aflurance of Mr.

Crultiew was now found to be trugy he intreated
my
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my pardon for his precipitate hafte. I embraced
this worthy affociate, and thanked him for his care,
at the fame time begging that he would, in future,
entertain a bettef opinion of me.

The fears of the affociation being thus diffipated,
they indulged themfelves in the pleafing refleCtions,
how much my liberation would tend to infure the ex-
ecution of our project.  After the rifing of the aflem-
bly, I confulted with Mefirs. Cruftiew and Protopop
about my apprehenfions refpecting the governor’s
daughter and her mother, who feeing me in a ftate
of liberty, prefled me to marry her, which was out
of my power, becaufe I was already married, and
refolved to profecute our voyage: The firlt repre-
fented to me, that my marriage being by compul-
fion, would be unlawful, and that I might clear
myfelf of it on my return into Europe. The fe-
cond propofed to me to repeat the form of mar-
riage, without entering into any engagement; to
which effe@ he promifed to give me a certificate.
They both endeavoured to convince me that I
needed not hefitate to comply with the folicitations
of the governor’s family, for the purpofe of fup-
porting the common intereft. But I refolved to do
nothing which might injure my reputation. I there-
fore declared that I would put oft this affair as long
as I could, in ofder to gain time, and that I did
not defpair of obtaining their confent to defer the
marriage till the month of May; at which period,
it would be in our power to fettle the bufinefs in
another manner. I confefs that in my own mind I
felt the utmoft tregret and uneafinefs, to be the in-
ftrument of diftrefs to an amiable girl whom I ten-
derly loved ; but the hope that fhe might, at fome
future period, be happier in a marriage more fuitable
to her fituation, tended in fome meafure to render
my reflections lefs affliting.

I employed
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I employed the reft of the day in preparations to
make a decent appearance at the cmncuv, and in
the evening 1 w(utcd upon the chancellor and the
hettman to thank them for their favours. Both
thefe gentlemen loaded me with compliments; the

1ancellor obliged me to accept a traineau, very
clegantly conftraéted of whalebore and gilt, which
was drawn by four white dogs, and accompanied by
a flave to direct them; and the hettman prefented
me with a parca, or peliffe of beaver’s fkin, edged
with the fkin of the black fox, together with a
bonnet of blue velvet bordered with fables.

On the 8th, all the exiles aflembled at my houfe.
At ten o’clock the fecretary of the chancery, Mr.
Szudeikin, came to invite me to the chancery. I
accordingly ordered my fledge to be harnefled, and
waited upon the chancellor, attended by my compa-
nions, who remained at the gate. 'The fecrctqry
introduced me into the LOLII]Cil chamber, where T
tound the governor fitting as prefident, with eighteen
other principal gentlemen, including the chancellor
and the hettman. The governor made a very long
fpeech, in order to render me truly fenfible of my
good fortune, in having fallen into the hands of juft
and enlightened men. He enlarged much on the
mildnefs of the Ruffian government, and the excel-
lence of its laws, and concluded his difcourfe by
praifing the Emprefs, whofe virtues he extolled to
the fkies. After his fermon, he ordered the chan-
cellor to read the a&t of my abfolution which was
word for word as follows :

« AQuated by the inviolable duty of juftice,
¢ after having materially examined the behaviour of
“ Auguftus Smmuelonez, an exile to this place, by
¢ order of the governing fenate, and (purfuant to)
¢« the will of her Imperial Highnefs, Catharine,
¢ Emprefls and Autocratrix of all the Ruffias, I do
¢ declare him abfolved from the profcription pro-
“ nounced in the fentence again{t him, and I do

¢ command
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<« command his remiffion, conformably to the in-
¢ tention of the legiflature, explained in the fifih
« feftion of the inffru@tions concerning the laws
¢ againft proferibed and exiled perfons; and in
¢ order that the caufes which have determined me to
¢ this proceeding may be perpetuated in juftice, I
« command that the /pecies facli be printed beneath
< the prefent act, as it has been prefented unto me
¢¢ by the chancellor.
¢« May it pleafe his excellency the governor to
<« confider the declaration of Auguftus Samueloviez,
¢ who difcovered the attempt to poifon, made by
¢« Cafarinow, and intended to caufe the death of the
« governor, with the principals of the regency,
¢¢ doubtlels to carry into execution a defign of feiz-
% ing the government of this province, and depriv-
¢ ing the empire of the dominion thereof. "That
< the faid Auguftus Samueloviez, in order to prove
¢ the criminal intention, hazarded his own life,
¢« with the lives of feveral of his companions, by
¢ making a trial of the force of the poifon on his
¢« own perfon ; and that in this manner, at the peril
<« of his life and the lives of his friends, he clearly
¢ proved the guilt of the above-named : which
« evidence was laftly confirmed by Cafarinow him-
¢ felf, who confefled his crime. May it therefore
« pleafe his excellency the governor, conformably
< to the ordinances of the late Czar Peter, to pro-
¢« pounce the fentence of abfolution from exile, in
¢ fayour of the faid Auguftus Samueloviez.
Signed, NOVOZILOW, Chancellor,
SZUDEIKIN, Secretary.”
The prefent order, containing the att of abfolu-
tion, after being read in council, was exhibited and
publifhed conformably to the laws. When the
reading was finithed, the governor caufed me to
approach the table, prefented me a looking glafs,
and commanded me to kifs it. This ceremony being
finifhed, he embraced me himfelf, as did likewile all
the
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the other members prefent at the council ; immedi-
ately after which, fix of the guards entered with a
dram, and went out with the fecretary in order to
publith my abfolution through the town. During
the time they were executing their commiffion, I
requelted the governor’s leave to make a propofal,
and being permitted to {peak, I addrefled the council.
I affured them that after having rendered a fervice of
this nature to the ftate, I was determined to employ
my whole life in endeavouring to promote the inte-
relts of that part of the nation which had interefted
itfelf fo highly in my welfare; and that in confe-
quence of this difpofition, I propofed to eftablifh the
cultivation of grain on the fouthern point of land,
and to clear a quantity of pafture ground for the
fupport of cattle, fufficient to maintain the inhabi-
tants of Kamchatka. In order to carry this proje&
into execution, I only requefted permiffion to efta-
blith myfelf with the other exiles in that country,
with forty natives as labourers.

‘Ihe chancellor fpoke in favour of my propofal,
and the governor confented to report it for difcuffion
at the following meeting. At the breaking up of the
council, I was invited to dinner; but before I de-
parted I joined my companions, and explained to
them the reafon of my propofal, which they found
advantageous to the purpofe of our union.

Numberlefs were the compliments I received at
dinner. The family of the governor in particular
exprefled their fatisfattion, more efpecially Mifs
Aphanafia, who was uncommonly attentive to her
drefs that day. Twenty-two principal gentlemen of
the town were prefent at this dinner; and one of
them, named Cafimir, took the lead at the defert,
by obferving that the praife of good actions ought
not to be confined to words, but that as the governor
had fatisfied the claim of juftice, it was the duty of
fociety to beftow the reward of merit; he therefore

propofed
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propofed that the citizens fhould unite to contribute a
fund for my eftablifhment.

The governor replied to this propofition, that he
ferioufly intended to make my forfune; and that as
he defigned to give me his daughter in marriage, it
w s his bufinels to take care of my eftablifhment,
But the chancelior contradiéted this refolution, by
declaring that as the governor had a numerous family,
prudence required that he fhould not impair his own
private fortune, and confequently, that he might
permit thofe to a& who were defirous of teftifying
their gratitude to me. The hettman feconded the
chancellor, and the governor at laft confented that
Cafimir fhould purfue his plan, and the governor
declared that he would not poftpone the marriage be-
tween myfelf and his danghter, longer than il he
received orders from the governor general of Irkuczk, :
from whom he had requelted the creation of the office
of lieutenant-general of the police in my favour.

"The company applauded this refolution, and the
evening pafled very agreeably to every one but my-
felf. No words can defcribe the confufion of my
mind, when [ refle€ted that I was forced to deceive
a charming and innocent girl. I could not conceal
my confternation from the penetrating eye of Madame
Nilow ; and it was with the utmolt embarrafflment
that I contrived to elude her enquiries, by pretending
that my apparent affliCtion was occafioned by the
mortification of finding myfelf feparated from the
company of the other cxiles, for whofe friendfhip I
had a very great value. The avowal of fo naturala
fentiment fatisfied her, and fhe endeavoured to re-
move thefe refleitions, by promifing that {he would
contrive means to mitigate their hardthips; but at
the fame time fhe defired me to fix my future refi-
dence in the governor’s houle, where apartments
were provided for me in order that I might be at hand
to aflift in the public bufinefs.

This
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This propofal greatly embarraffed me: but as I
had a thoufand reafons for refufing this mark of
goodnefs, I urged every argument I could think of
to perfuade her to fuffer me to refide as ufual
without the town and fortrefs, to which fhe at laft
confented.

€ s P XL

Proof of the confidence and attachment of the exiles 1o
the Count. -~ The Governor and Council liberate the
exiles. The Count promifes to procure the enlarge-
ment of the perjon who attempted to poifon bim.
Farther progrefs of the exiles in their projedts to
¢fcape.  An entertainment propofed. The gentlemen
of the town make prefents to the Count. Good effecls
of the Count’s exertions in jfavour of his enemy.

UPON my return home I found my friends affem-
bled. Many of them fhed tears of joy, and declared
that, fince my good fortune was eftablilhed, and
they could depend on my refolution, they were re-
{olved to recede from the oath of union, in order to
avoid expofing my life in future. They protefted,
that their refolution was unanimous, and that they
made this declaration in confequence of their perfonal
attachment to me. I thanked them for this fingular
mark of friendfhip, but I declared my fixed and
unalterable determination to break the bonds of our
flavery, and propofed to them to renew the oath of
union. Mr. Panow advifed us to {end an exprels to
Nifneynovogrod to inform our companions of what
had happened, in order that no falfe account might

caufe
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caufe them to give up the hope of recovering their
liberty. Purfuant to this advice, Sibeaw was if-
patched, and as the courfe of bufinels at my {chool
was interrupted by thefe intervening events, I en-
trufted the’ care of it to Mr. Winbladth, major of
the confederation, who was taken a prifoner, and
exiled with me,. and I nominated Mr. Meden as his
affiftant, who had been long exiled, and was of the
fame country as the Major, namely, Sweden.
On the gth Mr. Baturin finifhed the charts which
I had compofed of the northern navigation. I pre-
fented them to the chancellor, who, after exprefling
his approbation, laid them before the council, and
obtained the governor’s confent to fend them to the
College of Admiralty at Peterfburgh. On the fame
day the chancellor prefented the report for intrufting
me with an eftablifhment to cultivate the land in
Lopattka, and, after a fhort difcuflion, the governor
pafled an a& in council, by which the affiftance of
Government was promifed me in forming my efta-
blithment. - By this a&t I found myfelf authorized
to form a colony of exiles. For the partiality of
the governor and principal men of the town was of
fuch admirable. fervice in explaining the ordonnances
of the Czar Peter, that the governor thought him-
felf authorized to declare in this act, that all exiles
who thould repair to the country of Lopattka to
form a colony, and fettle there for the purpofe of
cultivating the ground, fhould be abfolved from
their fentence of exile; and all this was done in
conformity to the fenfe of the laws, which were
found to declare clearly, that.every profcribed and
exiled perfon, who fhall have rendered effential fer-
vices to the ftate, of fuch a nature as tends to its
prefervation, fhall be capable of receiving the favour
of abfolution. This proceeding of a whole council
convinced me that there are no laws which cannot
be interpreted as convenience may dictate. The
prefent day’s work completed my fatisfaction ; ffor
after
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after T had declared in the council that I had dif:
pdfed all the exiles to undertake the eftablithment of
this new colony, the governor commanded me to
bring them, that they might fign their declaration
to that effect. I flew home with this order, and af-
fembled my friends, to whom I explained my meffage.
They immediately followed me to the chancery, to
fign their fubmiffion; in confequence of which the
governor caufed an amnefty to be publithed in their
tavour.

The rapidity of imy operations aftonifhed every
one; but that which gave me the greateft pleafure
was the conviction that no one fufpeted my intenti-
ons. When we left the chancery, we proceeded in a
body to teturn our thanks to the governor, the
chancellor, the hettman, and other counfellors: the
relt of the day was employed in vifiting the mer-
chants and othet inhabitants of the town. While I
was at the houfe of Kolofow the hettman, the family
of Cafarinow intreated me to caufe him to be fet
at liberty, and to procure a repeal of the fentence
by which he was condemned to labour in the mines.
1 promifed this afflicted family that I would ufe my
beft endeavours, but as I had learned that his fortune,
which was confifcated, amounted to more than fixty
thoufand roubles, I clearly faw how difficult the bufi-
nefs would be ; for it was certain that I could not fave
this unhappy man, but on condition that he fhould
give up all thoughts of reclaiming his property. I
informed his wife of my fears; but the aflured me,
that her hufband would fubmit to the facrifice on
condition that the governor would employ himin a
voyage to the Kurelles iflands to colle& the tributes.
I therefore promifed to obtain his liberty ; and as
this a&t of generofity might add greatly to my re-
putation, I determined to ufe every effort to over-
come fuch obftacles as might prefent themfelves.

On the fame evening I had an opportunity to

fpeak to the chancellor, and accordingly propofed the
affair
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affair to him. He was difpleafed at firlt ; but when
I informed him that Calarinow renounced his
fortune, be hefitated, and a thort time after téld me,
he had thought of a method to remove every diffi-
culty ; but that he would communicate his ideas to
the governor and the hettman, and give a decifive
anfwer in the courfe of twenty-four hours.

On the 1oth I affembled a committee, in which,
after having difcufled our common interefts, we re-
folved to make the neceflary preparations to repair to
the country of Lopattka in the month of March, at
which place we thould pretend to bufy ourfelves *in
eftablifhing our colony: And that at a proper op-
portunity we would requeft a veflel from the gover-
nor to tranfport our effects and provifions; on the
arrival of which we would take poffeffion of it, and
bid adieu to this wretched place.

In conformity with this refolution, we determined
to colle&t provifions fufficient for a voyage by fea of
three months. At the breaking up of the committee
I propofed to give the fociety an entertainment on
the occafion of our abfolution from flavery, to which
all the principal men of the town fhould be invited.
My propofal was approved of, and Mr. Cruftiew
was direCted to make every requifite preparation.

About noon Mr. Cafimir came to inform me that
the meeting of the gentlemen of the town had de-
termined to make me a prefent of fix thoufand rou-
bles, one-third ready money, one-third in merchan-
dize, and the reft in provifions and articles of domef-
tic ufe. I accepted this mark of generofity ; and as
the meflage was delivered in writing, I returned my
anfwer in the fame manner, taking care to ufe every
expreflion fuitable to the extent of my gratitude.

After the departure of Mr. Cafimir I waited upon
the governor to dinner, and obtained his permiffion to
give the propofed entertainment at the town-houfe.
It was fixed on the 15th, becaufe the governor was
defirous of fetting out on his journeyon the 16th,

When
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. When dinner was ended, the chancellor came
in, together with the hettman. They conferred a
{hort time with the governor in his clofet, after which
I was fent for, and was informed that the liberty of
Cafarinow was granted, on condition that he thould
immediately go to the Kurelles iflands, and remain
there two years, which was a fufficient time to re-
pair his lofs ; for thefe gentlenien were not at all
difpofed to reftore his fortune. The governor
charged me with the meflage, which I immediately
executed. Upon entering the prifon, I faw this un-
happy man at my feet, intreating my forgivenels
for having. attempted to take away my life. Iin-
- terrupted his lamentations, by demanding what rea-
fon he could have to hope for favour from me ?
He replied, by conjuring me to have pity on him,
and pardon him on account of his unfortunate fa-
mily. At length, however, being defirous of re-
moving his apprehenfions, I propofed to him the
conditions under which I believed I could deliver
him from imprifonment. Thefe he accepted with
profefions of eternal gratitude, and at laft, when
he was told that I had obtained permiffion for him
to go to the Kurelles iflands, he aflured me thata
fingle year would be fufficient to re-eftablifh his for-
tune. Whereupon I declared that he fhould be fet
at liberty as foon as the veflels were ready to con-
yey him there. This information tranfported him
with joy. He embraced my feet, and ufed all the
expreflions of the moft lively fentiments of gra-
titude.

Being thus affured of Cafarinow’s readinefs to ac-
cept the terms propofed, I quitted him to render an
account to the governor, who was delighted with his
compliance, and ordered the chancellor to expedite
him, with the ferjeant Cufmina, to the Kurelles
iflands. I perceived that the governor was defirous
of converfing in private with the chancellor and the

hettman,
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hettman, and therefore took my leave. As Ipafled
through the town I called on the family of Cafari-
now, and informed them of the favour the governor
had granted him. I naturally expetted acknow-
ledgment and thanks :- but my heart was not proof
againft the furprize of beholding a family at my feet,
who called me their protector and benefactor. Ivan
Cforni, who fince the affair of Cafarinow called no
more upon me, came likewifeto embrace me, and
addreffed himfelf in the following words: ¢ Liften,
my friend. I was informed of your attempt as well
as Cafarinow, and confequently I had as great a right
to be your enemy as he. We were partners in the
accufation intended to be made againft you, butl
was not an accomplice in the attempt to poilon you.
The misfortune which afterwards happened to my
~ relation caufed me to fwear your deftruction. = Your

generofity to him has reconciled me, and I not
only fwear to keep all I know in fecrecy, but I like-
wife devote myfelf to your fervice in every thing
you may require me to do.”

This explanation aftonifhed me, but I faid no more,
in anfwer, than that I hoped his gratitude would be
fhewn in forgetting all that had pafled. Upon my
return [ related the incidents of the day to my com-
panions, who rejoiced at the happy fituation of our
affairs.

Noi. 1. 4 €HAP
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Preparations for marriage—Singular preliminary cuf-
tom.—Precautions for preferving fecrecy and. [ecur-
ing the progre[s of the undertaking of the exiles dur-
ing the Count’s abfence.—~Grand projects for creai-
ing governments and empires in the north.—An en-
tainment on the occafion of the freedom of the exiles.

O N the 1ith, Madame Nilow fent to defire me
to wait upon her, and informed me, that the withed
her daughter might- do the honours of the enter-
tainment of the 1sth, and that the fhould be pub-
lickly declared my future fpoufe. As I could find
no proper excufe, I confented to her requeft, upon
which " the caufed her daughter to be called, and re-
commended her to be careful that the bufinefs of
the day fhould be condutted infuch a manner as
to do her honour.

After the departure of her mother, my pretended
future fpoufe reproached me for being more at-
tached to the fociety of my companions than hers ;
and I anfwered her prefling remonftrances by pro-
mifing to wait upon her as frequently as poffible.

About noon, being engaged to dine with the go-
vernor; who now called me by no other name than
fon, he requefted me to compofe a fhort defcription
of Kamchatka, in a form proper for the prefs; as he
was defirous of exhibiting proofs of his abilities. I
promifed towrite the work aceording to his ideas,
and engaged to finith it during our journey. He
exprefled his fatisfaction at this promife, and em-
braced me, faying, that he hoped by this work to
obtain- the government of Ochoczk. After dinner
he informed me in confidence, that the affair of

Cafarinow
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Cafarinow had been worth eighteen thoufand rou-
bles to him; but that the rafcal would be well re-
plenithed by the voyage he was going to make.

In the evening, the governor being invited to fup
with Ivan Cforni, I accompanied him with my in-
tended lady. Mr. Profcurakow engaged me to play
at chefs, and a very ftrong party was formed. The
chancellor and the hettman were on my fide ; and
Profcurakow, Ottlafkow, and Ribnikow, were on.
the oppofite fide. The game was for five hundred
roubles ready money, twenty dozen martin fKins,
twelve beavers, and twelve black foxes fkins. After
a long. conteft I won the game, as well as three
others following. = Our play detained us till three
in the morning, and my fhare of the winnings
amounted to near eight hundred roubles.

The governor took a pleafure in looking on, and
I did not quit the company till' about four in the
morning, when I attended him to his houfe, where
I offered to take my leave, but was detained on pre-
tence of the danger of accidents. But great was
my furprize, when the governor’s lady introduced
me into the chamber of Mifs Aphanafia, where fhe
took her leave, faying, I hope you will be prudent ;
but as it is proper you fhould be accultomed to live
together, I thought you could not be better lodged
than with my daughters; with thefe words fhe re-
tired, withing me a good night. Aftonifhed as I
was at this fpeech and manner of proceeding, fo
contrary to the cuftoms of Europe, I had ample
matter to form {yftems, but my charming compa-
nion did not permit me to employ my thoughts on
meditations of this kind. She had fo much to
{ay and I to anfwer, that we pafled the time without
thinking of fleep, and I did not leave her company
till eight in the morning.

When 1 returned home, I found Mr. Cruftiew

and my other friends very uncaly at my abfence ;
K2 but
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but their apprehenfions difappeared as foon as they
faw me. The fatigue of the foregoing day required
that I fhould take fome repofe. I therefore retired
to fleep, after reminding Mr. Cruftiew of his hav-
ing undertaken that every preparation fhould be re-
gularly made for the 15th. When I awoke, at five
in the evening, I had the pleafure to fee my pre-
tended future fpoufe befide me, who exprefled the
moft lively apprehenfions for my health, and
declared that the would not quit me; for which
purpofe fhe had already fent to her mother to
inform her, that fhe had found me indifpofed, and
was refolved to fit up with me. It was to no pur-
pofe for me to reprefent that her attachment to me
might injure her in the opinion of her father, for
fhe perfiited in her refolution; and during the dif-
cuflion of this point between us, Madame Nilow’s
maid arrived, and brought word that her miftrefs
approved the determination of her daughter, and
for that reafon had fent her fervant and her bed;
after which meflage, and the ufual enquiries con-
cerning my health, the fervant returned. This
day pafled without any unfavourable incident.

On the 13th, I condutted my pretended future
fpoufe to the governor’s, and .‘was received in the
moft affeGtionate manner. The governor took me
into his clofet, begged me to come in future every
morning for an hour, to read the reports and letters
which he received, in otder to make a regular ftate-
ment of their contents, and draw out the anfwers
or orders. As his defire was a command to me, I
endeavoured to perform this taflk with zeal, and to
the utmoft of my abilities; after which I took my
leave, as I was defirous of pafling the day with my
companions, In order to regulate certain arrange-
ments neceflary to fecure our correfpondence during
my journey. ]

When I returned home I was complimented by
my companions, who prefented me with a complets
an

4
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and magnificent habit of red fattin, edged with
gold lace and faced with fables, with a pair of buf-
kins very curioufly embroidered; at the fame time
requefting that I would wear it on the 15th.s  After
this prelude, which ‘was atténded with every tefti-
mony of friendfhip and regard, T appointed a ge-
neral meeting to be held after dinner. ‘I exhorted
my aflociates of the committee to be more  particu-
larly careful than ever to preferve our fecret, as the
leaft indifcretion would ruin us 2ll. I did not con-
ceal from them my fears refpeéting my abfence, for
which reafon T'defired them to make an oath of
obedience, without reftri€tion, to the orders of
Mr. Cruftiew, and to do nothing without his'con-
fent: ‘And as T was defirous of maintaining a regu-
lar correfpondence with Mr. Cruftiew, I requefted
them to appoint me three’ companions of the ordi-
nary number, who might pretend to be hired by
me; in order, that in cafe of any misfortune or
unlucky incident, I might not be unfupported, but
might avail myfelf of their fervices to fend notice
to the other affociates in time, if any treacherous
difcovery thould come to light. In confequence of
my Ppropofal it was determined that Ivan Kudin,
George Lapkin, and Nicholas Rubatow, fhould
follow me, each having a fledge and being well
armed, and attended by a native on whom he could
depend.  Mr. Panow added, that he did not think
this precaution fufficient, but was defirous that feve-
ral of the fociety thould offer their fervices to the
governor to hire fledges and to conduct them them-
felves for his fecurity and convenience. Mr. Pa-
now’s propofition was agreed to, and Mr. Kuzne-
zow undertook to propofe this affair to the gover-
nor. So thatas the attendants of Mr. Kuznezow
would confift of fix fledges, I fhould by that means
have an addition of twelve armed men, which, to-
gether with myfelf and the fix others, amounted to

nineteen,

*
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nineteen, a fufficient number to withftand the firlt
check. . This precaution being fettled, we pafled
that day and the following evening in an agreeable
manner.

On the morning: of the r14th, Mr. Hettman
came. to-fee me, and intreated me to perfuade the
governor to fend him to Peterfburgh in the {pring,
and fupport. his requeft, that her Imperlal Majeity
would permit him to form an eftablifhment in the
Aleuthes iflands, under himfelf as governor.,. The
ambition of  this pblfonagu was well known to me,
though I could not avoid fmiling, in :my own mind,
at the enthufialm of the man, who, with very httlc
abilities, was defirous to become a legiflator., Ne-
verthelefs, as his friendfhip and .good will were
neceflary. to me, I promifed to obtain the gover-
nor’s .confent to his requeft, and engaged to draw
up a memorial, on the part of the governor, in
fup},urt of his pronoxal My complaifance led him
to profefs the ftrongeft attachment tc me, to which
he added a promife, that on his return I {hould
be invefted with the government of Kamchatka,
while my future father-in-law fhould be eftablifhed
at Ochoczk. According to his ideas, our trium-
virate was to be unalterable; but as the chancellor
was left out of the plan, I-propofed to this new
governor to confer upon him the government of
I&amchatk“, obferving that I fhould be contented
to attend him to the Aleuthes iflands in the quality
of fecond, where I might be of the greateft fervice
to him in the conqueft of California, a project which
ftood foremoft in the imagination of Mr. Hettman.

The tone of convi€tion which I ufed in faying
this to the hcttman, encouraged him to give full
fcope to his imagination ; and the remainder of
the converfation clearly proved the extravagance
of his ideas, for I could eafily perceive that it
was with fome teluCtance that he retained the idez;

: 0
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of :a ftate of dependence, while he had it in his
ower to béecome a fovereign.

After his departure, I communicated the fub-
ject of his Vifit to my companions, and could not
avoid refleting-how little the Ruffian fenate, by
whofe :decree I was fent into exile, were aware of
the projedts which' then employed my mind, and
more elpecially -the ideas to which I gave birth, of
eftablifhing - empires, and robbing  the Spaniards
of -theit remote poffeflions by arranging this chi-
merical projet in writing. Neverthelefs it led me
to the probability, that at fome future time Cali-
fornia- might- be- taken by the Ruffians, and that
the Spanifh colonies might; fooner or later, become
their prey.

About noon 1 waited on-the governor, and gave
him. an account of the  project of the hettman,
with fo many reafons inits- favour, that he de-
clared himfelf fatisfied with it, feduced, no doubt,
by. the hope of obtaining the government of Ocho-
czk.  After dinner, whensthe chancellor and hett-
man arriveds:the  propofition -of the latter -was
tveated of at-large; and!l fawv, with the greatelt
fatisfaction, that all thefe three perfonages adopted
my-plan; Wwhich they commiflioned me to draw out.
1t therefore: lay: with me toccreate thefe three go-
vernors, to whomdaccordingly promifed the utmoflt
exertions of my pen in’ their favour. This day
‘gave me a decided {uperiority at Kamchatka. Hi-
therto 1 had: beeh: mfeful to thefe ~three chiefs, but
when: they -adopted a {yftem, the compofition of
whieh refted withi me, 1 became more than ufeful,
for T was then indifpenfably meceffary to them. In
thé evening I retired to enquire  concerning the
preparations for our entertainment,  Mr. Crufliew
gave me an ample account; from which I was fatif-
fied that every particular was arranged in the beft
Manner,

Nt
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On the rsth, at nine o’clock, all' the exiles

came to me, perfeltly well and even richly clothed.
We proceeded from my houfe 'to that of the go-
vernor, in twenty-three fledges, each drawn by
four dogs, where we were received affetionately.
"The chancellor and the hettman being prefent faved
us the trouble of going to their houfes.; The go-
vernor gave us a lift of perfons whom he defired
to be admitted. 1 then detached feveral parties
of my companions to invite the guefts, while my-
felf, with Mr. Cruftiew and my intended {poufe;
went to the town-houfe to give orders. We had
eleven muficians, and fixty-feven ' covers were ferved
up to thirty-five gentlemen and thirty-one ladies,
for the young gentlemen and urmarried ladies were
invited only to the dance, which followed the en-
tertainment, As the hettman had lent me three
pieces of artillery, we fired them off on the arrival
of the governor’sfamily. At two o’clock the com-
pany fat down to table, and did not rife till five, at
which hour the younger part of ‘the company be-
gan the dances, which lafted till three. Mr. Kuz.
neczow infinuated himfelf fo well into ‘the favour
of the governor, that his company, and the offer of
fix fledges to carry the governor’s ‘¢ffe&s and equi-
pages, were accepted of.  He immediately informed
me of his fuccefs; for which I embraced and
thanked him with all my heart.
_ When the governor retired, he told me he would
defer his journey till the 17th, ashe was defirous of
a day’s repofe after this entertainment; a refoly-
tion which was very agreeable to me, as I myfelf
felt the fame neceflity for an interval of reft.

When the company broke ‘up, Madame Nilow
prefented her youngeft daughter, and declared her
my future fpoufe. ' This attraéted compliments
from all fides, with a degree of jealoufy from fome
of the merchants and young officers, :
E ‘ When

e
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When I had feen the governor home, as I ex-
cufed myfelf from remaining at his houfe, Mifs
Nilow accompanied me home, to look to my health,
as fhe faid; and I paffed the whole of the 16th
within doors, till the evening, about fix o’clock,
when I condu&ed my intended lady home, and
received the orders of the governor, who placed
the whole care of his voyage and the bufinefs of
a fecretary upon me. Our attendants were to
confift of nineteen {fledges and forty-fix perfons,
and our departure was fettled at fix in the morn-
ing of the 17th,

CHAP,
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A journal of an excrirfion’ made by ‘the” governor
of ‘Bélforexky Oftrogg, in company with the Count
de Benyowfky. A :

THE following i$ 4 journat of ourtravelsy On
the 17th in the morning, about tén o’clock, we
quitted Bolforezky Oftrogg, and arrived at Mole-
rowka, at which place the tajon, being informed
of our arrival, regaled us with fith and cavear,
and made the governor a prefent of feveral furs.
The weather was fevere and frofty, with an eafterly
wind in our faces.

On the 18th we left Molerowka, and proceeded
to Baniowka, where we were received and enter-
tained by exiles, who likewile made the governor a
valuable prefent of furs.

On the 19th we left Baniowka, and the river of
the fame name, and, after much labour and fatigue,
we arrived at Hereboftova. Here the tajon of
Koanik complained to the governor, thata foldier
of the garrifon of Verchney Oftrogg, after having
violated his daughter, had flain her. In confequence
of this accufation, which was proved, the governor
direted me to expedite an order to Verchne
Oftrogg, that the faid foldier thould fuffer the knout
until he died.

On the 20th we arrived at Chiakollautka, almoft
martyred by the impetuofity of the wind, and very
near being {wallowed up by the drifts of fnow. We
had fcarcely entered the jourt of the tajon before it
blew at‘perfe&t hurricane, and in the morning we
found our dwelling buried under the fnows The

~ country
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country people exerted themfelves to open a paffage
through the fnow, in order to get out. Being de-
firous of taking a view of the country, Iafcended
through the hole;; but it was impoflible to difcover
the lealt figns of any houle, though I knew that our
attendants were lodged in nine different adjacent
jourts.  The continuance of the hurricane, which
confiderably augmented the quantity of {fnow about
us, compelled us to remain here till the 25th.

On the 26th, in the morning, we departed, and
towards.evening arrived at Valowka, where we
found certain exiles, whofe occupation confifted in
making falt in the bay of Avatcha.

On the 27th I accompanied the governor. to vifit
this famous bay. It is a noble bafon, into which
I .obferved:that, a large river and three others
emptied themfelves,  though the Ruflians affrm
the contrary., We afterwards proceeded to vifita
ftore-houfe fituated to the northward of the bay.

On the 28th our attendants joined us, and we
pafled near the lake of Natafchova, and arrived at
Katchoun, where the governor received very. con
fiderable prefents. . ; Here wewere joined by the hett-
man  and the chancellor, whofe company - ferved to
enliven our converfation.

On the 29th we pafled near another lake named
Kimak; and. proceeded to Alzime. On the 3oth
we left Alzime, and arrived at Tahallka, where
the governor determined to reft. The tajon, who
vas one of the moft confiderable in the province,
did not fail to regale us with rein deers fleth,, the
fruit of larac, * and Jukola, which is a kind of
fith dried.

On the 2d of February we proceeded to Krono-
towa, where I was defirous of feeing the head land

* This word is obfcure in the manufeript,
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of Kronock, which lay'to the eaftward of us, while
the lake of Kronock lay to the weft; but the gover-
nor oppofed my defign, by affuring me that the road
was not cleared, and I might probably be buried in
the fmow.  On the 3d ' we proceeded’ to Katham,
from which placelfent to Nifney Conratiew, to ad-
vife ‘my companions of our arrival; and to dire&
them to bring a prefent of their fineft. furs for the
governor, the chancellor, and the hettman.” On the
4th we arrived through a very bad road, over moun-
tains and precipices, to Chovalova, where we found
Mr: Norin, commanding officer at Nifney, together
with the principal ‘merchants, waiting for us; who
informed- the governor that confiderable prefents
were prepared for his arrival in town.

On the sth, after’ having pafled the river Kame-
rath, a part of the exiles prefented themfelves before
the governor, to whomsthey announced their inten-
tion of making prefents, and afterwards joined our
fuite. On the fame day, about fix in the evening,
we arrived at the town or village of Verchney,
where the governor alighted at the habitation of the
protopop, and T lodged with hinr; but the others
fixed- their lodgingwith the town’s people. = On the
Gth Ireccived orders to forward all the prefents to
Bolfha, and, from ‘a ‘moderate’ eftimation, I found
that. the governor’s journey to Nifney had been
worth near feven thoufand roubles to him.

We remained in- this town till the-13th; and as
the feverity of the cold did not allow me to make
any excurfions, I employed my time in drawing up
a defcription of Kamchatka, in order to pro-
mote the defigns of the governor. My work
was interrupted only by the game of chefs, which
was eagerly ftudied by every one who was defirous
of diftinguithing himfelf from the common rank of
people. - My winnings at this game amounted to
near thirteen thoufand roubles, in furs and ready

: money,
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money, which the chancellor and the hettman thared
with me.

On the 13th we reached the village of Kamenin,
where all my projeéts would have been overthrown,
if a lucky accident had not averted this moft im-
minent danger. On the 14th, in the morning, I
came out to dire¢t Mr. Kuzneczow to fend an ex-
prefs to our aflociates at Boltha, to advife them of
our return. * “As foon as I came out I was accofted
by a native, who requefted to be introduced to the
governor, as he faid he had a letter for him from
an exile who had been taken ill, and was by that
means prevented from waiting on the governor
himfelf. I ordered this man to follow me, and
went with him to Kuzneczow, where, after open-
ing the letter, I faw it contained an account of the
fecrets of our union, from one of the aflociates
named Levantiew. This man came from Nifney
to join the governor, and make his report in per-
fon; but, happily for our caufe, a violent cholic
feized him in the middle of his journey, and forc-
ed him to adopt the-expedient of fending a letter
to the governor. Upon this information I ordered
Kuzneczow to depart immediately with Ivan Kudrin,
and difpatch the traitor. I then rejoined the gover-
nor, with whom I breakfafted, after which we
proceeded on our journey.

We arrived at Kolitova, where I requefted the
governor to remain, on pretence of vifiting the vol-
cano of Krafnaia. He confented, and on the 15th
we proceeded to view this famous volcano. I ap-
proached within five toifes of its mouth, where a
fudden exhalation of fulphureous fume furprized
me, and caufed me to fall backwards among the hot
afhes, which burnt my face. But, fortunately for
me, there were feveral natives of Kamchatka near
at hand, who were provided with iron hooks, with
which they dragged me out, and, after having rub-

bed
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bed the burned parts with whale oil, they recon-
ducted me to Kolitova, where I found Mr. Kuznec-
zow returned from his expedition. . He reported,
that Levontiew had declared his refolution to. his
coufin at Nifney, who, not being able to diffuade
him from it, had poifoned him in a glafs of brandy,
which they drank together: and that, on the arrival
of Kuzneczow, this unhappy wretch was at. the
point of death. He confefled his intention to Kuz-
neczow, and entreated, as a favour, that he would
put him out of his mifery, at the fame time that he
declared the fociety had nothing more to fear, fince
his letter was intercepted ; becaufe he had difco-
vered his intention to no one but his coufin, who,
faithful to his engagement, had poifoned him. This
account gave me great fatisfaction, and induced me
to prefs the governor to return ; -but, as he was de-
termined firft to vifit Tigilb, nothing could be done
but follow him. ~

On the 16th we arrived at Napana, where I met
a foreign exile, whofe acquaintance I immediately
requefted, and was not a little furprized to behold a
man of the age of ninety-two years in perfeét health.
He told me his name was Ehrenfchild, a Swedith
colonel, who had been exiled forty-nine years before
into Siberia, and had dwelt at Kamchatka for twenty-
two years. I propofed to him to join us at Boltha,
to which he confented, and for which purpofe I ob-
tained - the governor’s permiffion, but this unfortu-
nate perfon died a fhort time after.

On the 17th we arrived at Chippin, where we
found the jourts forfaken. On the 18th we arrived
at Volofka, which was likewife deferted, and on the
19th we at laft arrived at Tigilb, a town and fort
which I thall hereafter defcribe. At this place the
governor remained three days, and reccived confi-
derable prefents.  On the 22d we proceeded from
thence to Galiny. On the 23d we arrived at Be-

lozolova,
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lozolova, and on the 24th at Sigican. On the 25th
we reached Takout, from whence the governor
fent the chancellor and the hettman the next day
to Verchney Oftrogg to infpet the military, while
he himfelf, with his atténdants, continued his jour-
ney towards Bolfha.

On the 27th we arrived at Ivanka, and laftly, on
the 28th, at Bolfheretzkoy Oftrogg, where I was re-
ceived by my friends with that cordiality which can
only be found in a fociety united by indiffoluble in-
terefts. - The fatigue of my journey did not allow
me to proceed in copying out the work I had written
for the governor, which, for that reafon, was not
prefented till fome days after; and as_it may con-
vey fome information refpecting this remote part of
the world, I fhall infart it in this place.

CHAPDR




144  MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF
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An abridgment of the hiftory and defeription of Karm-

chatka.

THE peninfula of Kamchatka forms the north-
eaft extremity of Afia, extending from the 62d to
the sift degree of north latitude. The weltern
coaft of Kamchatka is very finuous, forming many
harbours, and is interfe¢ted by many rivers, among
which Bolfha is the largeft. Veflels from Ochoczk
enter this river, which, however, they cannot do
with fafety but at the time of {pring tides, which rife
between nine and eleven feet. It is difficult to go
up this river on account of its rapid {tream and the
great number of iflands it contains.

Kamchatka, by offering an afylum for our navi-
gators during winter, engages them in the purfuit
of difcoveries. At the prefent time it is merely a
place of rendezvous, and ftorehoufe for the exchange
of rich furs, brought by the hunters from the Ku-
relles and Aleuthes iflands ; butin cafe the fovereign
thould think proper to eftablith colonies in thofe
iflands, and cultivate a trade with China, Japan,
Korea, and Idzo, Kamchatka would become a fource
of great riches and profperity to the Ruffian empire.

This peninfula may likewile ferve to eftablith a
communication between the two continents of Afia
and America. The only commodious port on the
eaftern coaft is the bay of Avatcha, named Racova.
The governor of Kamchatka has built a regular for-
trefs, capable of defending its entrance.

The inhabitants of the torrid zone are indebted
to the fun for the art of producing fire, but the

northern nations owe this to volcanos. 1 appre-
hend
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hend thefe phaenomena to be an effet of the central
heat of the earth, which burfts forth, and that the
fea may contribute to the phanomena by a fermen.
tation, engendered by the faline parts of the waters,
filtrated through the earth. Without entering into
conjetures refpeting the origin of volcanos, I muft
take notice that there are more than twenty in the
peninfula of Kamchatka ; of thefe, the three moft
celebrated are at Avatcha, Tolbat{chz, and the third
near the river of Kameralteria. The fame princi-
ples which have given rife to volcanos have pro-
duced a great number of bot {prings, which have
been found to poflefs the efficacy of mineral waters.
The water which flows from thefe {prings is covered
with a black fcum, fome of which I colletted, and
found it perfeétly adapted for ufe as India or China
ink.

With regard to the fertility of the foil of Kam-
chatka, after having made many remarks and ob-
{ervations, I cannot avoid contraditting the different
accounts which have been delivered at the chancery.
All the attempts which have been made to produce
grain have been unfuccefsful, except on ground pre-
pared by manure. Though fome wood is naturally
produced, fufficient for the conftruction of huts,
there is none proper to be ufed in building of thip-
_ ping. In this refpe¢t I can contradié¢t Mr. Steller,
who likewife reports, that this country abounds in
herbage, and that the cattle are of a prodigious
fize. If there had been any cattle at Kamchatka
in his time their number ought to have increafed till
the year 1771, in which I made the tour of the
place; and throughout the whole of Kamchatka I
found only five cows and two bulls, which were fed
with the bark of birch nine months in the year, for
there is no verdure except between the months of
July and September.

Vor.: L L Neither
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Neither is the climate and the air of Kamchatka
fo mild as many writers pretend. A continual mift,
which' covers the whole country, produces feorbutic
diforders and other illneffes, which check population,
The cold is fo extreme that feveral foldiers were
found, during the late winters, frozen on their
ftands. The long duration of the fnow likewife oc-
cafions blindnefs, infomuch that the natives of the
country feldom exceed forty years of age before
they become blind.

Kamchatka produces metals. Near Awatfet §
found iron ores, and near Girova the ore of copper.
The mountains afford rock chryftal, fome fpecimens
of which are green and reddifh ; the natives of the
country ufe it to make heads for their javelins,
The only kind of trees whkich grow in Kamchatka
are a fpecies of baftard fir, cedars, willows, and
birch ; the cedar affords a grain which the natives
are very fond of: the bark of the willows and the
birch ferves them inftead of bread. The only ufefui
plant in this country is the farana, which flowers,
and afords fruit in the month of Auguft. The
natives of Kamchatka make a large provifion of this
fubftance, which, together with cavear, forms 2
certain pafte, which they think delicious, but upon
which T think I never could fupport life. Befides
the farana, government has caufed another plant to
be colleCted under the name of Vinovaya, from
which a kind of brandy is diftilled, which produces
a moderate revenue, but is hurtful in its ufe, ae
nothing can equal the poifon of this plant. The
governor would aé very prudently by prohibiting
this diftillation, and importing a larger quantity of
brandy from Europe.

Kamchatka makes no great figure with refpect to
animals. The firft rank belongs to the dog, which
ferves inftead of draught horfes, and, after its
death, affords a fkin for the clothing of man. The

dogs
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dogs of Kamchatka ate large, but active and labo:
tous; they are fed with opana, which is a compos
fition of ftale fith and the bark of the birch, but
they are moft commonly obliged to feek their own
food, which they find in the rivers produced by the
hot fprings, whete they find fith.

The fox comes next after the dog; ifs fkin is
glofly, and there is no fur in Siberia which can
be put in competition with the fox’s fkin of
Kamchatka. ;

The ram of Kamchatka is ekcellent food 3 its
fkin is highly valued, and its horns are likewife
an article of commerce; but of late yeats the num-
ber of this fpecies has greatly diminifhed.

The fable i§ very common in Kamchatka, and
the natives continually ‘hunt this animal, as do
likewife the hunters. The number of fables brought
to market laft year from Kamchatka amounted to fix
thoufand eight hundred.

The ‘fur of the marmotte is very warm and
light:

_ Bears are very numerous in Kamchatka j their
difpofition is gentle, and they do no mifchief, ex-
¢tept in their own defence. The hunters are obliged
to hunt the bear for fubfiftence, but it often happens
that they get torn, though the bear very feldom kills
aman. It feems as if this animal fpared the life of
the creature it no longer fears : they have never been
known to hurt womeri. Thefe creatures are fat dur-
ing the fummer and lean in winter.
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Amphibious Animals.

_ The manate refembles a cow in the form of its
head. The females have two nipples, and hold theif
young againft their bofoms. The French have named
this animal lamenti, from its cry. It has a black
fough fkin; as thick as the bark of an oak, and

L2 capable
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capable of refifting the ftroke of an hatchet. The
teeth of the manate are preferred to ivory. Kam-
chatka affords annually of thefe between two hun-
dred and fifty and three hundred. The fleth of the
manate refembles beef when full grown, and veal
when young.

Kamchatka likewife affords beavers. The fur of
this creature is as foft as down ; its teeth are fmall
and fharp, but its tail fhort, flat and broad, termi-
nating in a point. Beavers are catched herg
with the line, and fometimes they are fhot under
the ice.

The fea-lion is of the fize of an ox; its cry is
dreadful ; but, happily for navigators, it is one of
the figns of the vicinity of land during the fogs,
which are fo common here. The fea-lion is a timid
animal ; it is {truck with the harpoon, or fhot with
the mufket, or bow and arrow.

The fea-calf is found in great abundance near all
the iflands and headlands of Kamchatka ; it never
goes far from thore, but enters the mouths of rivers
to devour fith. The fkin of the fea-calf is ufed to
make bufkins. The inhabitants of Kamchatka take
this animal with the line.

Kamchatka affords a large quantity of different
kinds of fith, from the whale to the fmalleft fpecies,
but the birds of this country are few ; and as I know
of nothing new with refpect to either, I fhall here
conclude this article:

-CHAP.
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€ H AP roRATT

An dccount of the natives of Kamchatka, their origin,
Jood, habitations, religion. &c. The narrative of
the proceedings of the exiles refumed. Preparations
Jor war. The conflitution of the fuciety of exiles
altered, confequence thence arifing.

THE original people of Kamchatka call them-
felves Itelmen, which word denotes inhabitants of
the country. If we were to attempt to difcufs their
origin from the conftruction of their language, we
fhould declare them to be defcendants of the Mongal
tartars: their figure refembles that people: their
hair is black, their beard is thin, and their face
broad and flat. This nation poflefles no tradition
refpeting its origin: it was numerous at the ar-
tival of the firft Coffacks, but has fince greatly di-
minifhed.
_ The natives of Kamchatka have no “other fub-
fiftence than fith, roots, bear’s flefh, and the bark
of trees, with water to drink, and fometimes brandy,
for which they pay very dear to the merchants.
Though this people is at prefent cloathed, for
which advantage they are indebted to the Europeans,
it has coft them dear, when placed in the balance
againit the barbarous and tyrannical treatment they
have experienced from their new mafters. Their
women are exceedingly difpofed to luxury, to fucha
degree, that they do not perform the offices of the
kitchen without their gloves on; and they would not,
on any account, fuffer theémfelves to be feen by a
ftranger without their gloves and rouge, which they
{mear in large quantities upon their hideous coun-
tenances. Thefe people dwell in two kinds of Houfes;
their
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their winter habitation is called yourth, and that of
the fummer balagan.

The whole religion of the natives of Kamchatka
confifts in the belief that their God, having for-
merly dwelled in Kamchatka, fixed his habitation
upon the banks of ‘each fiver feveral years, and
peopled thofe places with his children, to whom be-
fore his difappearance to eftablith himfelf elfewhere,
he gave the circumambient country for an inheri-
tance. For this reafon they never quit a domain
fo ancient and unalienable,

The fenfations of this people are merely cor-

poreal. Happinefs, in their opifiion,” cotfifts in
idlenefs, and the gratification of the natural appetites.
It is impofible to perfuade them thdt aiy mode of
life can be more happy or hiore agreeable thah theirs,
and they always confider thie mantiet of living in Rul-
fia as worthy of their utmoft contempt ahd difdain.
" The inhabitatits of Kamchatka have 4 peculiar
cuftom in contrating marriages; but as this ufage
is defcribed in the memoit of Spambetg, 1 fhall
not repeat it in this place. Every intimacy be-
tween the fexes is allowed of, and, dc¢cording to
the principles of the Kamchatka nation, " a plura-
lity of wives is allowed ; but the Ruffianm govern.
ment forbids poligamy, in which refpett perhaps
it tends to depopulate this country.

Tt is difficult to conceive what reafons could lead
fo wretched a people, who have nothing either to
lofe or to gain, to enter into war. Butitis very
certain that they are ftrongly addiCed to revenge.
The obje&t of their wars can be only’ that of
making prifoners, to employ the fen in' work,
and fubjet the women to their pleafures. There
is no doubt, however, but that the Coflacks on
their arrival excited troubles and differetices among
them, in order to profit by their inteftine wars,
-The conqueft of the nation has been a very difficult

tafk
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tafk to the Coffacks, for, though feeble in its wretch-
édnefs, it has thewn itfelf tetrible in its defence.
They have availed themfelves of ftratagem and
treachery when force was unfuecefsful; and if it
be true that this nation is bafe, yet the fear of death
prevails fo little among them, that fuicide is very
common. There are inftances of thefe people being
befieged by the Coffacks in a place of retreat, and,
when deftitute of all hope of efcape, they have firft
cut the throats of their wives and children, and
afterwards killed themfelves. The ufe of mucho-
mor is convenient for this purpofe, as a dofe of it
caufes them to die by a profound fleep, which de-
prives them of all fenfation. The muchomor isa
kind of champignon, very common in this country;
the infufion of which caufes drunkennefs and hila-
rity, but, if ufed to excefs, produces ftrong con-
vulfions, which terminate in death.

After I had prefented my abridgment of the hift
tory of Kamchatka to the governor, who found it
a mafter-piece in hi$ opinion, excepting that the
expreflions were not fufficiently free from a foreign
manner, I applied all my attention to contrive fuch
meafures and precautions as might infure the fuccefs
of my plan. The two inftances of treachery I had
experienced made me very uneafy ; and as I had to
do with people who were governed by the prejudice
of religion, I could not take too much precaution
to fecure myfelf. In confequence of this, I con.
vened all my affocidtes on the 1ft of March, about
fix in the evening. I opened the committee by
giving an account of my voyage and the death of
Levontiew, after which I declared that it appeared
neceflary, in my opinion, that we fhould fummon
all thofe who were abfent, in order that we might
be ready to defend ourfelves, or to make an attack
in cafe of neceflity.

Mr. Meder
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Mr. Meder informed the committee that he had
prepared one hundred cartouch boxes, each con-
taining forty-eight full cartridges, and fixty other
charges faftened to each; and that Mr. Cruftiew
had collected, or caufed to be made, fixty knives,
which might be ufed to advantage inftead of cut-
lafles, as each of them was eighteen inches long
and three broad: that fixteen pair of piftols and
thirty-fix hatchets had been purchafed; and that
Mr. Panow had caufed one hundred pikes to be
made. :

~ The number of our company amounted to fifty-
nine perfons, every one of whom appeared fully
determined to fupport each other. I therefore
afflured my companions that when we had united
our forces we fhould be able to refift every open
attack, provided we were all together. For this
reafon I ordered Mr. Panow to fend an immediate
exprefs to thofe that were abfent. The approach of
fpring permitted our coming together without ex-
citing any fulpicion ; becaule the governor and all
the inhabitants of Kamchatka were perfuaded that
our attentjon was taken up in preparations for our
eltablithment on the extremity of the peninfula.

In order to give -more ftrength to this general
opinion, I propofed to the fociety that we thould
draw up a memorial, and prefent it to the gover-
nor, in which we fhould pray him to grant us a fhip
to traniport all our provifions and effeéts.

The meeting was on the point of breaking up,
when Mr. Panow made a motion. He began by
obferving that the indifcretion of one fingle per-
fon would be fufficient to deftroy all our hopes ; for
which reafon he held it to be of the laft neceflity to
refolve in this committee that the affociation fhould
give up all authority into my hands, in'order that,
after having given fo many proofs of ‘my attach-

meny
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ment to their interefls, I might in future be dif-
penfed from communicating my intentions refpeét-
ing the meafures I propofed to take, and the means
which T intended to employ: in carrying my plan
into execution. He therefore propofed that the
whole fociety thould “agree to fubmit implicitly to
my orders, and to ratify this fubmiffion by an oath.
He obferved, that when the fociety had thus grant-
ed me the fupreme authority, it would depend upon
myfelf to nominate my council and the chiefs who
might be propofed to the parties I fhould hereafter
form.

Mr. Stephanow oppofed this motion ; but it was
agreed to by the fociety, fo that Mr. Stephanow
remained alone. In order to diffipate his confufion,
I declared that I would nominate him a member of
my council, becaufe, as he was the only one who
miftrufted my intentions, he might fuperintend my
attions. The meeting, however, oppofed his no-
mination, at the inftance of Mr. Panow, who de-
clared that Stephanow ' had rendered himfelf inca-
pable of any confidence on our part, and that it
was merely with a view of ‘excluding him#from our
fecrets that he had made his propofition. .. For he
could not, as he obferved, conceal that he was in
pofleflion of indications of treachery meditated on
the part of Mr. Stephanow, though he had never
chofen to fearch to the bottom of his intrigues, be-
caufe he was defirous of [paring the life and honour
of his relation. But he threatened, that if Mr.
Stephanow did not confent to receive and fubmit to
the future orders, till the day of our departure, he
fhould hold himfelf obliged to employ every means
in his power to come at the knowledge of his pro-
ceedings, and to expofe him to the company.

I was extremely aftonithed to hear Mr. Panow
exprefs himfelf in this manner, in the prefence of
Mr. Stephanow, who did not anfwer a fingle word.

The
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‘The company, equally furprized, requeﬁed me t&
force Mr. Panow to declare whiat he knew ; but }

tefufed, by obferving, that I relpeted the fenti-
ments of M. Panow, and placed the moft unbound-
ed confidence in his declaration. Neverthelefs [
afked Mr. Stephanow, whether hé would receive
and obey the orders; to which he anfwered in the
affitmative, at the fame time that he loaded me with
invecives, and declared that I was indebted to Mr.
Panow for the prefervation of my life.. He called
his relation to witnefs, that he had no with to betray
the interefts of the fociety, and that his vengeance
had no other obje& in view than myfelf perfonally ;
a lofs whichy he faid, was of little confequence, ag
he was well aflured that many of the company were
more capable of executing the appointment of chief
than myfelf: He even took wpon him to declare,
that I had abufed my authotity in putting Levontiew
to death, in which affair his coufin had been de-
ceived ; though the truth was, that I was defirous of
ufurpmg his fortune after his death. This confi-
dent aflertion excited the indignation of Mr. Kuz.
neczow, %who prefented the letter of the deceafed to
the fociety: ~ The hand-writing was immediately
known; and the contents juftified my refolution:
This circumftance, however, produced no -change
, in the ideas of Stephanow, who demanded the
judgment of God between him and myfelf. - This
judgment is founded on a cuftom of the Coffacks,
which eftablifhes that the two opponents fhall fight
a duel, in prefence of witnefles, and the perfon
overcome is efteemed guilty.

His ridiculous appeal produced a divifion in the
meeting. The moft rational part were of opirion
that it was neceflary to interpofe their authority;
and condemn Stephanow; but the reft hefitated:

Upon this divifion I thought it proper to anfwer
fof
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for myfelf, being affured that it was of the greate(}
confequence that I fhould give proofs of refolution,
I therefore replied that I accepted his challenge, and
appointed ten o’clock the following day to give him
fatisfaétion, at the diftance of two leagues from our
habitation.

The aflociates agreed to accompany us, under
pretence of hunting. This incident occafioned the
final termination of Mr. Panow’s propofition to be
retarded. He thought proper, neyerthelefs, to
keep Mr. Stephanow in fight, and td endeavour to
pacify him ; but finding it imipoflible to produce
afly alteration in his difpofition, as he himfelf told
me, he abandoned him to his unhappy fate.

On the 2d in the morning T ordered my fledge
to .be harnefled, and departed with Meflts. Crultiew
and Kuzneczow for the rendezvous. Mr. Panow
attended his relation, and at nine o’clock the whole
company were met, and detertined that the quar-
rel fhould be decided with the broad fword. As
foon as we had received our armis he advanced to.
wards me with unexampled tertrerity, [ parried the
fitft ftroke he made, by engaging his {fword, which
broke in two ; at which inftant I {tepped back to
let him fee that I was not difpofed to take advantage
of his being difarmed. The wretch then drew out
a piftol, and fired it at me, without any other effe&
except that the ball grazed my left’ arm. His
treachery irritated me to fuch a degree that I ad.
vanced towards him, though I faw a fecond piftot
in his hand, which, however, miffed fire. I then
feized him and threw him on the ground. The
aflociates immediately came up, and urged me to
put him to death. This, however, I refufed, |
put him into their hands, requefting that they would
fpare the life of this wrerched perfon; but my re-
queft did not prevent their infulting and ill treating
him on all fides,

Mr. Panow
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Mr. Panow took charge of him, and we returned
to our habitations, where I appointed a meeting of
the committee at {ix in the evening ; and in the mean
time I vifited the governor, with whom I dined.
Our difcourfe ran upon the projects of Mr. Hettman,
I omitted nothing to confirm the governor in the
hope of poflefling the government of Ochoczk.
After dinner Madame Nilow called me afide, and
informed me that her daughter prefled her refpet-
ing the conclufion of our marriage, and confequent-
ly that it depended on e to perfuade her to wait
the moment fixed for otir union; but that if I con-
fented fhe would undertake to dlfpofe her hufband
to agree to the celebration of our union.

Being thus obliged to gain time, I had'no other
means of excufe than to urge my intention of firft
making an excurfion to fix my new colony, and to
build a houfe, aud arrange my houthold affairs,
that her daughter might not be expofed to the ri-
gour of the feafon, without every neceflary conve-
nience. After a long converfation this good mos
ther adopted my reafons, and pleaded my. caufe
with her daughter, to whom fhe introduced me;
but as fhe foon after left us, the whole charge fell
tpon me, and it was with difficulty that I prevailed
on this amiable young lady to confent to the delay.

CHAP
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C H A P. Xvi,

Various proceedings in the affociation for projecting
the eftape of the exiles from Slavery.

AT fix in the evening, 1 repaired to our meeting,
where Mr. Cruftiew prefided in my abfence. He
addrefled me in the name of the whole company,
which granted me the entire authority and moft ab-
folute command over the fociety. I accepted their
fubmiffion, which was confirmed by mutual oath,
After this ceremony, I required Mr. Panow to de.
clare the motives which had determined Mr. Stepha-
now to attempt my life; he at firft begged me not
to prefs him in this refpe®, as he obferved that he
had given his word and oath to the unfortunate
Stephanow, though he would not conceal that, in
a long converfation with him fince his laft accident,
he had obtained his permiffion to difcover the caufes
that had produced his enmity towards me.

My friends all declared unanimoufly that it was
neceflary the wretch fhould himfelf appear, where-
apon Kuzneczow immediately went out to fetch
him. This unhappy man appeared before us, not
only without the leaft confufion, but with a degree
of audacity by which he appeared to dare me, I
made a fign to Mr. Cruftiew, who queftioned him
concerning the difpofition of his mind, and the
caufes which had produced his extreme malice
againft me. His anfwer was to the following
effedt.

¢ Ever fince I firlt knew your chief, I found it
¢ impoffible to forgive that {uperiority which he
¢ has afflumed over us all. My jealoufy was often
“ outrageous, but the confidence he repofed in me

¢ ulfually
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¢ ufually reftored my recolletion, and I have oftert
* applauded my own refolution in overcoming my
¢ natutal difpofition, which led me to offend. 1
“ had even perfuaded myfelf that I poflefled the
“ moft unfhaken attachment to him, when I was
¢ furprized by jealoufy. Ibeheld the lovely daugh-
¢ ter of the governor, I became enamoured of her;
“ and the certain knowledge of her approaching
“ marriage with vour chief, cauféd me to fwear his
¢ deftruétion. You know the reft, gentlemen;
¢ and I here proteft, that though his generofity has
¢ preferved my life, it has made no change in my
“ intentions. If, therefore, it be of any corfe-
 quence to you to preferve his life, do not fpare
“ mine.”

Several members of the fociety treptefented hig
folly and bafenefs to him, but his anfwers only
thewed that his mind was in a ftate of defperation.
His fituation, neverthelefs, affeGted me, and I ad-
drefled myfelf to him in 2 mild and friendly man-
ner, afluring him that I harboured no refentment
againft him, though he bad juft reafons to blame
himfelf for the little confidence he repofed in me,
before he made a determination to engage in fo
bale an attempt againft my fafety. I acquainted
him that it was very true I had an efteem for the
governor’s daughter, and had reafons to think my-
felf the object of her affeGtion; but that I did not
intend to marry her, and confequently his defpair
was premature. I then called the whole company
to witnefs the truth of my affertions; whereupon
the unhappy Stephanow fell at my feet, begged a
thoufand pardons, and_entreated me to forget all
that had paffed. I promifed the moft abfolute com-
pliance with this requelt, on condition that he would
inyiolably fubmit to the orders of the fociety; and
with a view to make fure of him, I nominated
three aflociates to attend him and watch his motic;.ns..

After
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After I had thug received the fatisfaGion of recalling
this man to his fenfes, 1 adjourned the committee
till nine o’clock,

On the 3d, Mr. Panow waited upon me in the
morning, to thank me for the goodnefs I had fhewn
to his unhappy friend, at the fame time that, in hig
name, he requefted permiflion to fee me. T con-
fented, the more willingly, as I could depend upon
the redtitude of M, Panow. Stephanow arrived
about ten o’clock, and éntreated me to confirm the
promife that I did not intend to marry the gover-
nor’s daughter, which I did with the utmoit eay-
neftnefs 5 upon which he begged, that at the inftant
of my departure | would permit him to carry her
off.  Compaffion for the man’s unhappy fituation,
as well as the neceffity of faving myfelf from the
excefs of his delpair, induced me to promife, after
advifing him to be patient, that { woyld ufe every
Ameans to fatisfy his withes, as far as their accom-
Plilhment might agree with the inclinations of the
young lady. "This Promife contented the poor man,
who then returned 1o his confinement, Mr. Panow,
after his departure, embraced me cordially, with
many thanks for the Pains I took to reftore the
peace of mind of his relation, The reft of the
day was employed in compofing the order of fer-
vice for My companions, that £Very one mighe
Perform his “tafk it} Propriety. In" the evening
the hettman came with fevera] merchants to Jofe
{ome games at chefs, which happened to hig wifh,
and produced no {mall profit; for his winning's did
flot amount to lefs than tyo thoufand five hup.
dred roubles that night,

On the 4th, | received a letter from Nifney

rogg had refolved to Wait upon me, in order

10 be admitted into our fociety, though he was
aflured
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affured that their defign was to regain their liberty
by betraying me. He exprefled his fulpicions that
thefe three exiles had been informed of our de-
fign by the late Levontiew, and concluded his
letter by informing me that himfelf and Sibaew
had refolved to return very foon, with all the othey
aflociates.

On the sth, I'convened a meeting to draw up a
petition to the governor, requefting a veflel for the
carriage of our utenfils and effe&s to Lopattka, in
order that we might form our eftablithment. A frer
this bufinels was difpatched, I informed them of the
approaching arrival of our companions from Nifney
Oftrogg, and the project of the three exiles of
Verchney. With regard to the laft affair, we re.
folved that we would confefs to them that it was very
true we had formed a defign to efcape from the
tyranny under which we had fuffered, but that fince
the governor had extended his prote&ion to us, we
had determined to form a new colony at Lopattka,
and confequently we fhould propofe to them to af.
fociate in ourundertaking. Irequefted all the mem.-
bers of our fociety to converfe with them agreeable
to this arrangement.

Towards evening, a certain merchant, named
Krafitnikow, arrived, and propofed to me to enter
into a contra& with him for the fole furnifhing of
our colony with fupplies; on which account he
promifed to give credit for twelve thoufand roubles.
I replied, that this affair being a common concern
to all the individuals who compofed this new colony,
I could not, for that reafon, make any ftipula-
tion with him until I had firft received their inftruc-
tions, though I did not doubt their confent, on ac-
count of the great advantages the fociety would de-
rive from fuch a credit. This poor merchant al-
ready devoured in imagination the great advantages
which' fuch an exclufion muft produce, In hopes

therefore
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therefore, of purchafing my good will, he dtew &
Purfe of two hundred roubles out of hjs pocket,
which he prefled me 1o accept, and which T did not
think proper to refufe, as it feryed the better to cover
my intentions and confirm the public iy the perfua-
fion that a new colony was really about to be formed.
With this view Ilikewif&begged him to procure me
fome good carpenters and blackfijhg,

On the 6th, T wag invited to Ipend the day with
the hettman, who but a confufed mafs of papers into
my hands, containing hjg Projeéts relative tq the
Aleuthes ilands; from which he begged me to com-
pole a memoria] to be prefented 1 her Imperial
Majefty. The heaq of this man wag filled with fuch
a numerous drrangement of chimerical projeéts, that
it was with the utmolft difficulty I coulq diffuade him
from the grofleft abfurdities i the foundation of his
fyftem; and perhaps I fhould not have fucceeded, if
the chancellor, who arrived during our conference,
had not fupported my reafoning.

In the evening the governor’s family arrived, who,
at my requeft, invited fome of my Companions,
among whom was Mr, Stephanow, "I had before
found an OPportunity to perfuade Mifs Aphanafia to
diflemble her fentiments towards him, “which the
Promifed to do, anq | could depend on her promife,
In this manner we pafled the evening very agreeably,
and I had fufficient leifure to mgpa my reflectiong
on the weaknefs of the human mind, when I faw
that the fame Stephanow, who, a fliort time before
had ufed every effort for my deftruction, wag now
continually loading me with the titles of hjs guardian
angel and " benefa&or.,

Pon our departyre T accompanied the governor’s
lady home, at her Own requelt, where | learned the
difcourfe which had pafed between Mr, Stephanow
and Mifs Aphanafia,” The amount was that Ste.

‘oL, 1, M phanow
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phanow had declared his love in due form, and en-
treated her to accept him for a hufband. To this
the lady anfwered, that as fhe had not yet had a
- fuflicient opportunity to become acquainted with
him, fhe could not accede to his propofal ; but that
fhe hoped time would tend to advance his expecta-
tions. She affured him that fhe had no averfion to
his countenance, but that the accomplifhment of his
hopes would; it was to be feared, find great obfta-
cles on the part of her parents, who expected a for-
tune to fecure her future welfare ; and, as Mr. Ste-
phanow, being an exile, could have no poffeflions,
the adjuftment of that bufinefs would doubtlefs be
very difficult. She further acquainted him that this
greateft obftacle could only be removed by my pro-
tection, for which purpofe fhe recommended him to
employ every means of cultivating my friendfhip.
1 thanked this amiable young lady for her goodnefs,
while at the fame time I felt the fincereft regret to
behold myfelf the inftrument of her future affliétion,
though her kindnefs and friendfhip banifhed, for the
moment, thefe afflicting thoughts from my mind.

CHAP
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The exiles in danger of treachery.  They endeavour t
procure a veffel, but without fuccefs. Thejr military
arrangement.  Final project.

ON my return home Mr. Cruftiew informed me
of the arrival of Mefirs. Ivafkin, Voladimir, and
Pufkarew, the three exiles concerning whom I had
received information from Verchney. On the 7th, in
the morning, I received a vifit from Mr. Stephanow,
who fatigued me by his meannefs, At ten o’clock
Mr. Ivafkin came to fee me, together with his two
companions.  Their firft converfation turned upon
their fufferings and their birth, which they finifhed
by compliments, and the obfervation that they had
lived long enough in the world to be ready to fub.
mit to the commands of fo enlightened a chief a5
myfelf, at the fame time that they declared the in.
tention for which they had come fo far; namely, to
be in readinefs to facrifice their lives to promote my
intereft. I thanked them for their compliment, byt
declared, that as I was equally wretched with them.
felves, it was out my power to ferve them in any
other way than by mitigating, in fome meafure, the
hardthips of their fituation, for which purpofe, in
cafe they chofe to affociate with us to form our new
colony, I would readily thare with them the advan-
tages which our labour and induftry might procure,
This reply had a very ftriking effedt upon their
countenances, Mr. Ivafkin replied, that they had
formed very different hopes, as they had heard from
fome of their intimate friends that T had refolved to
Purfue a plan to fet the exiles at liberty ; the hope of

M2 co-operating
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co-operating in which had been the fole motive of
their application to me. Upon this declaration I
aflured them, that it was true that the unhappy ftate
of flavery in which I found mylelf, as well as the
fufferings of fuch a number of brave men, had led
me at firft, to the determination of running all rifks
to procure our liberty, but that fince government
had granted us fuch diftinguithed marks of protec-
tion, and had given us the means of procuring an
ealy and comfortable fituation, 1 had changed my
relolution, and had perfuaded all my companions to
relinquith theirs; in confequence of which they had
refolved to affilt in my labours. I continued to dif.
play to them, at full length, the advantages that
might be expetted to refult from our enterprize ;
and I gave fo flattering an account of the hopes 1
had conceived of its fuccefs, that they were entirely
convinced of its reality.

Several of our companions entered foon after, and
the converfation turned entirely upon the means [
had adopted to render our eftablithment fuccefsful,
I took this opportunity of afking Mr, Ivafkin for his
determination, who replied, that the thing required
mature examination, and could not be decided in
an inftant ; but Meflrs. Pufkarew and Voladimir de-
clared that they would unite themfelves to us with-
out referve, and at the fame time proceeded to fay,
in the prefence of Mr. Ivatkin, that as for him, the
were determined to have no further conne&ion with
one who had formed the villainous project of obtain.
ing his pardon by betraying a number of brave men.
They declared that they had undertaken the journey
with him, exprefsly with the intention of fruftrating
his defign, in cafe our views had been to elcape from
Kamchatka, and proceeded to relate the whole of
Ivafkin’s projedt, who finding himfelf difcovered,
began to intreat for pardon. I faid no more to him
in reply, than that the idea alone of fo vile an under-

taking
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taking convinced me that he could not efcape difgrdce
and punithment, though, with refpect to myfelf, ag
my conduct had been fuch as to fear 1o reproaches,
I would confent to pardon him, on condition that he
never again appeared in my fight.

After his departure, as T did not think it prudent
to expofe myfelf to the enterprizes of {o bafe 3 wretch,
I immediately waited on the chancellor, and ac.
quainted him with Ivatkin’s attempt. This account
enraged the chancellor to fuch a degree, that he im-
mediately went to the governor, and obtained an or-
der to difpatch Ivafkin 1o Verchney, with an injunc-
tion never to return again to Boltha. Thus ended
the attempt of this infidious wretch. My compani.
ons congratulated me on jts happy iffue; but I re.
quired them to difcover none of our views or inten.
tions to our new aflociates, becaufe I was defirous fir(t
of gaining a knowledge of their real intentions be-
fore we thould communicate any particulars of in.
formation to them,

On the 8th, I convened the chiefs of our fociety,
and went in a body with them to the chancery to pre.-
fent our petition, which the governor caufed to be
réad. - The decifion of the council was, that, a5 go-
vernment could not furnifh us with a veffel, we
thould be fupplied by baydars, which are large boats.
In confequence of which refolution, a fufficient num.
ber of thefe boats were ordered to be delivered to us,
which, by making {everal trips along the thore, might
render us fervices equally effential with thofe of a
larger vefle], T prevent delay the governor order.
ed them to be immediately delivered, and at the fame
time he caufed the conceffion of the land of Lopattka
to be given into my hands, together with the
permiffion to begin my operations as foon as I thought
proper.

This refolution, fo unfavourable to our interefts,
deftroyed our hope of poflefling a veffel in our own

power,
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power. Itherefore affembled a committee, in which,
after a confiderable difcuﬂion, it was determined,
that we thould poftpone our departure, under various
pretences, till we could fejze a proper opportunity of
gaining pofleffion of an armed veflel by main force,
and by that mearis making our efcape. ~ And, in or.
der that the execution of thjg project might not be
left entirely to accidental events, we appointed the
12th for a fecret committee, the members of which
were immediately nominated, and were as follow :
Myfelf, Prefident ; Mr. Cruftiew, Mr. Kuzneczow,
Mr. Baturin, Mr. Panow, Mr. Gourcfinin, and Mr.
Wynbladth,

On the rath Sibaew, and Loginow arrived from
Nifney Oftrogg  with " twelve other aflociates. I
dined this day with the governor, and after dinner
Madame Nilow acquainted me that fhe defigned to
caufe a complete houfe to be conftruéted in wood,
that it might be carried to the fpot where I might
eftablith the principal place of my new. colony.
She aflured me, that I need not give myfelf any
uneafinefs concerning the arrangement of my houfe-
hold affairs, as fhe was determined to take charge
of the whole; for fhe declared her intention, that
my marriage with her daughter fhould be celebrat.
ed in the month of May at fartheft. This delay
removed the apprehenfions I had began to enter-
tain. I thanked her with all my heart for the care
the had the goodnefs to take of my future eftablifh-
ment, and pafled the reft of the day in the company
of this worthy family. It was very late before] re-
turned home, where found a letter from Mr.
Norin, commanding officer at Nifney, which was
brought by Sibaew. This officer had forwarded to
me a quantity of furs, in payment for the fum I had
lent him. He felicitated me on my pofieflion of the
favour of the governor, and my approaching mar-
riage, and concluded his letter by requefting my pro-
tection.

On
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On the 1oth, I conferred with the different perfons
appointed to form the committee of the 12th, and
the reft of the day was employed in attending to
our arms and ammunition.

On the 11th, the private meeting was held by ad-
journment, to appoint the order of fervice, in cafe
we fhould be obliged to a& by main force, It was
fettled as follows in three divifions.

The left wing, commanded by Mr. Wynbladth,

Mr. Kuzneczow,
Stephanow,
Sibaew,

Bieliky,
Lopcfow,
With thirteen affociates.

The center, Myfelf chief.

Mr. Panow,
Ruimin,
Meder,
Srebernicow,
Loginow,
Baturin,

With fourteen aflociates.

The right wing, commanded by Mr. Cruftiew.
Archidiacre Protopop,
The Prince Zadzkoy,
Brandorp,
Novozilow,
Lapkin,
Volkow,
With twelve affociates.

With regard to Meflrs. Pufkarew and Voladimir,
as well as Ifmaclow and Bayarew, who had been be-
fore propofed by Mr. Stephahow, we determined to
communicate no part of our intentions to them ’till

after
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after the expedition, On the fame day it was de-
termined, that a]] the:arms fhould be carried into
our hall of meeting, where they thould be kept
charged, and in order tg conceal them from view,
analcove thould be ereqed for that purpofe.

On' the 12th, at eight in the morning, the ' com.
mittee met; wherein I'propofed- to confuls refpet-
ing an expedient to procure. a - fuitable weffel, in
which ‘we might effect our efcape as - fooh “as the
port fhould be open by the thawing of the ice. M.
Wynbladth Propoled to embrace /the opportunity,
when a veflel fhould pe on the'point of failing,
as the captain ufvally gives an entertainment the
evening before, at which 4 part ofour'focie_ty might
introduce themfelves  with ' a quantity of poifoned
liquors, which might be adminiftered before the
clofe of the night, fo that about midhight it would
be ealy to get pofleflion of the veflel, after which,
on a fignal being given, the whole aflociation might
g0 on board, and forée the crew. to fet fail with-
out the leaft oppofition. Hig advice was rejected.

Mr. Gourcfinin was of opinion, that we might
make our efcape with our boats; in which we tight
pafs from one of the Kurelles iflands to another, and
thence to Japan, where. we might meet with Dutch
veflels, and gain a paflage to Europe.  His advice
Wwas not approved of, - The difficulty of navigating
thefe boats in the open fea was attended with evi-
dent danger of feparation ; befides which, in
order to arrive at the eltablifhment of the Dutch
at Nangafaky, it would be neceflary  to fail round
Japan, which wag impracticable,

Mr. Panow declared that he would not prefume
to make any propofal on account of his ignorance
in fea affairs, but referred intirely to me for infor.
mation.

Mr. Baturin propoled to give the governor an
entertainment on the pretended occafion of our ap-

proaching
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proaching departure to Lopattka, to which we might
invite all the principals of the town ; and that in the
widdle of the night, we fhould feize and keep them
as hoftages until government - confented to deliver a
veflel to us. - This propofition was likewife rejected,
becaufe complicated in the execution ; for as the
garrifon amounted to  two hundred and forty fol-
diers, a number greatly fuperior to ours; it would
always be in their power to force us to fet the per-
fons at liberty, whom we might have feized; be-
fides which, as there were near feven hundred Cof-
facks in the town, it was not probable that o con-
fiderable: a. number of armed men would not in-
tereft themfelves in a quarrel of this nature, Lattly,
a difficulty. equally infurmountable arofe from the
officers of the marine in the port, who might colle@
their failors belonging to nine or eleven veffils then
in the harbour, and render our elcape impoflible,

Meflts.  Kuzneczow and Cruftiew prefled for my
opinion, which I ftated by reprefenting to the com.
mittee the inconveniencies annexed to the execution
of the proje@s before propofed. - I convinced them
that every attempt by main force would be jm.
practicable, and therefore not to be made, unlefs cal-
led for by the prefliag fituation of events, I avowe(l
my readinefs to facrifice my life ; but at the fame
time exprefled my opinion that our affairs were not
{o defperate as that we fhould leave every thing
to chance. I informed them that my with was to
take advantage of the departure of the packet St.
Peter and St. Paul, which would be ready on the
I5th of May, and was manned by only twenty-two
failors with five or fix paflengers. It was therefore
my defire, that ten or twelve of our aflociates thould
engage as failors on board this veflel, and that Mr,
Kuzneczow, being a merchant, might agree with
the captain for his paflage, by which means it would
be eafy to engage the captain by promifes and mo.-

ney
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arrangement would Tequire the captain to f3] out
of the harbour in the evening, when jt would be
ealy for us to board the vefle] by the affiftance of
our boats, in which cafe we thould find ourfelveg
maflers of the veffe] without any effufion of blood,
a5 our number would exceed that of the crew four
toone; after which we might fend back the failors
and officers in our boats, and continye our voyage,
The end of our debate was, that my propofition
Was  unanimoufly approved, and  the committee

for €arrying our enterprize into execution 'were
abfolutely fettled, without endangering the life of
fafety of any one. This declarating fet every mind
at eafe.  After which | acquainted the fociety that
I thought it neceflary to make 2 journey to Lopattka,

accompany me,

On the 13th, I acquainted the governor, and alfy
the chancelior ang the hettman, with my intentions,
The governor gave direGions for fupplying me
with an order, that all the tajons, or chiefs of the
villages of Kamchatka, thould aflorg me the fame
afliftance as woylg have been given to himfelf
Madame Nilow promifed me provifions for the
journey. ' The reft of the day ‘was employed in
Preparing our fledges and refrefhing the dogs.

-C.IIAP.
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4 journey to Lopattha.—Siberian Jorcery.—Return
to Bolfha.

O N the 14th, at feven in the morning, I departed
with four fledges ; we ftopped at the governors houfe
to breakfaft and take our leave. The governor’s
fon and Mifs Aphanafia accompanied us as far as
Nichilova, where we dined with the tajon, and af-
terwards parted. I continued my route as far as
Tlekawka, where we flept at the houfe of the tajon,
Here we found 2 {chaman, who called himfelf a for-
cerer, and who according to the opinion of the pa-
tives had dealings with the devil. I was defirous of
being a witnefs of the manners of thefe impoftors,
and therefore prefled the tajon to bring the {chaman
to me, that he might tell my fortune: the tajon
accordingly ufed his endeavours to perfuade him
to gratify my expe(tations; and a prefent of fix
roubles fecured his compliance. Here follows an
account of the manrer in which the forcerers of
Kamchatka exhibit their artifices :

He firft caufed all the worgen to go out of the
yourth, after which he ftripped himfelf entirely
naked, and wathed his whole body with his own
urine. He then clothed himfelf in a long garment
made of dogs fkins, tanned ; upon his head he
placed a capuchin with two horns, and laflly he
faftened a drum to his pelt. "Thus equipped he placed
himfelf in the center of the yourth, turned round
once, cried out, kutriy kuttui, kutuchta, and drew
bottle out of his budget, part of the contents of
which he drank. He then threw himfelf on the
ground, where he remained motionlefs for ten or
fifteen minutes. At the expiration of this time he

began
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began to howl and cry, and foon after got up and
beat the drum with all his might, and without any
intermiffion, €Xcept at intervals to give more eff.
cacy to his howlings. His motions were {o violent
that he fereamed out with all his force, and ap
laft his mouth, eyes, and alt hig limbs, became
convolfed in a manper truly fhocking to behold.
When an hour had thus paffed, during which he
made every imaginable contortion, the fchaman fat
down on the ground, and began his prophecy with
a hoarfe and feeble voice. The following is” wha
he faid; word for word : ¢ Thoy art come to de-
“ mand thy fite of my ipirit; he will fecond thy
“ efforts to avenge the death of the fpirits of ouy
 fathers; whom the Ruffians have cut off. It is
“ Katuchta who is with thee. Thou fhalt behold
*“ the blood of thine enemies, thou fhalt be happy
“'m thy voyage; but afterwards, when thou fhalg
* 1pill blood and thine own fhall flow, thon fhalt
“““be dear to the fpirits of our fathers,” After
thefe words he fel} afleep, and the tajon caufed him
to be carried info g feparate yourth.

Upon my enquiry refpe&ting the liquor this pre-
tended forceter had drank, the tajon informed me
that it was an infufion of muchomor, a kind of
champignon; which has the power of intoxicating,
He affured me that its force wag fuch, that ke {¢ha.
man fometimes flept three or four days after it3
whence I concluded that the muchomor produced
cfle€ts fimilar to thofe of opium. - As foon as this
curious, though by no means agreeable; entertain.
ment was ovet, I'went to bed and flept comfortably,

On the 15th, we artived at Kutinka, a village con)-
pofed of eight yourths, where we ftajd tilla ftorm
was over, which every inftant threatened to bury ug
beneath the fnov.

On the 16th, we arrived at Compak, a village fitu.
ated at the foot of the mountain Opala,* The tajon

of
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of this place prefented me with feveral pieces of
copper ore, and fome pieces of lapis lazuli.

On the 17th, I {lept at Ozernaia, a village fituated
on the banks of a river of the fame name, which
flows into the lake Kurille.

On the 18th, we arrived at Tontina, a village of
the Kurilles ; the tajon received us cordially, and
promifed to accompany us in examining the whole
country of Lopattka; but as we arrived very late
and were greatly fatigued, we deferred the bufinefs
to a future day,

On the 19th, the tajon prefented his family to us,
and made us an offer of his veflels to double the
cape; for he aflured us that the eaftern part of
Lopattka was more fertile than that which he in.
habited ; but as I had determined to condud my-
felf in fuch 2 manner as to convince government
that Ireally defigned to eftablifh a colony, I propofed
to travel inland towards the lake Kuil, and there-
fore requefted the tajon to provide me with a guide.
He offered his own lervices, and that of his fons ;
we therefore departed at nine in the morning,
and arrived very late in the evening on the banks
of the lake, after which we travelled to the eaftward
along its banks, and arrived At an habitation of the
Kuilles, where we paffed the night.

On the 20th, we dire€ted our courfe toward the
head of a fmall river which falls into the lake, and
is nearly in the midway between cape Lopattka,
and the lake itfelf. Here we had the good fortune
to find a very agreeable plain; but as it was ftill
covered with fnow, I could not form any judgment
relpeting the foil.  For this reafon I contented my-
felf with erecting feveral piquets, to denote the fi.
tuation of the future town, and then I drew a plan
of the place, with the intention of more effectually
fecuring the good opinion of the governor and other
principal inhabitants, From thig place we departed
direCtly

L ]
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dire@ly for Tontina,
evening.

On the morning of the 21ft, after 4 fhort repofe,

I requefted the tajon to furnith me with two bay-
dars, in which, with a gentle breeze at north-weft,
I failed round the cape ina very fhort time.. The
illand Schoumttkoy being in fight, T determined to
land on its north.weft fide, where I pafled the night,
becaufe there was no wind, and I did not with to
fatigue the rowers,

On the 224, I fajled to the ifland Poromuﬁr; and
as the wind began to draw round to the eaftward, [
determined to Pafls over to the iflangd Anfigonone,
commonly called Alajde, We quitted Poromufir
atten in the morning, and arrived at Alaide at three
quarters after three, where we flept upon the fnow,
having no other bed than our bear’s fkins,

On the 23d, the beauty of the weather, with the
wind in the “fouth.weft quarter, tempted me to re.
furn to Boltha by fea; but a5 | had left my fledges

and equipage with the tajon of Tontina, [ refolved
ats, that

where we arrived in the

to fend Mr. Panow thither in one of the bo
he might return with our equipage to Bolfha, After
his departure I fet fail at eleven in the morning,
and failed north-eat a quarter north, with 3 ﬁrong
breeze, under which we made great way. About
five in the evening we arrived at the entrance of
Lopattka, where we got in with much difficulty, as
we had the misfortune to run aground on the bar,
On the 24th, at fourin the morning, we departed
from Lopattka and failed along fhore until we ar-
rived at the port of Boltha at three in the after-
Tioon, and came to an anchoy at Tchekawka, 5 bay
at the entrance of the port; for the river being
frozen, we could not proceed further by water.
Hence I fent to the tajon for fledges, and after
making fome prefents to the Kurelles of Tontina,

I departed
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I departed for Bolfherezk, at which place I arrived
on the 25th, at three in the morning.

My return furprized Mr. Cruftiew, who informed
me, that the governor’s lady had fent orders to the
tajon of Nifchilow, to inform her of my arrival, as
fhe had determined to make a party of pleafure to
meet me. But the news which gave me the greateft
fatisfaction was, that every thing was quiet, and no
one any longer doubted the reality of our project.
I then laid down to reft; butas I intended to fur.
prize the governor, by Aappearing before him and
prefenting my plan, I gave orders to awake me at
{ix in the morning, when I gotup and fketched out
my plan, with the fituations of our gardens, which,
on the whole, made a very pretty appearance. [
finithed my work at ten o’clock, and immediately
waited upon the governor. The ferjeant of the
guard knew me at a diftance, and carried the news
to the governor and his whole family, whom I
found on the draw-bridge. I was greatly affeGted
at the manner in which they received me. The
governor took me with him into his clofet, and
heard the account of my excurfion; but upon the
fight of my plan it was impofiible to conceal his joy.
He obferved that the enterprize was really one of the
moft happy thoughts in the world, and faid he had
not the leaflt doubt but her Imperial Majety would
give marks of her fatisfaGtion on receiving the plan,
together with his reprefentation of the collateral cir-
cumftances. Full of this project, he fent for the
chancellor and the hettman, to communicate his
ideas to them ; while in the mean time he fent me
to give an account of my abfence to his dear Apha-
nafia. This beautiful and lovely young lady re-
ceived me with thofe tranfports which the candour
and opennefs of her difpofition did not permit her to
conceal, and her refpetable mother hore a thare in
her joy.

I was




156 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

/

I was detained to dinner, and, during my ftay,
had no leifure to refleét on the agitation of my mind.
The different queftions of the governor, the chan-
cellor and the hettman, which required proper an-
fwers, afisrded fufficient employment for my whole
attention. But as foon as dinner was over I retit-
ed, on pretence of taking fome repofe, but was very
far from being capable. For, on my return home,
I'could no longer fupport the anxiety which pof
fefled my mind, and forced me to attend to an in-
finity of refletions that prefented themfelves. Every
day brought the moment of the execution of my
enterprize nearer.  Gratitude, and the attachment
I'had formed to the governor’s family, feemed to
reproach me; for [ clearly faw that my departure
would be attended with the ruin of him, and all
his family, becaufe the ¢ourt would attribute to him
alone the crime of granting me the means of mak.
ing my efcape. Thefe refle@ions were ftill further
aggravated. by the confideration that our enterprize,
though well planned, might fail, and, in that cafe,
no other expedient would remain than to attack
and gain pofleflion of the fort by furprize; an ex-
pedient which could not be carried into execution
without ritking the blood of thofe who had fo
greatly interefted themfelves in my welfare. It was
evident that the governor, who had given rie his
confidence, and had honoured me with his friendthip,
was intitled to my moft grateful returns ; but, on
the other hand, as the chiefof a party, I thould be-
come perjured, and unworthy to live, if I fhould en-
danger or abandon the interefts of the fociety.

Such were my refleGtions, which I communicated
to Mr. Cruftiew, a man of underftanding and a
fincere friend.  After he had heard me, he em-
braced me, and aflured me that, from the know-
ledge of my chara&er, he had always been appre-

henfive of this crifis; that he was infinitely obliged
to
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to me for the confidence I had placed in him, and
would fpeak his fentiments with freedom. He ad-
mitted,. that the court would impute my efcape to
the governor, if information thould be given ref-
pecting the advantages he had afforded me; but
that the chancellor and the hettman, being likewife
concerned; there could be no doubt but they would
draw up their report in fuch a manner that the court
fthould know nothing of what the governor had
done in my favour. For this reafon, he obferved,
that I might difmifs my apprehenfions; more efpe-
cially as my obligations to the governor could not
be put in competition with my duty to the fociety.
Such, he faid, was his opinion with refpect to our fu-
ture efcape ; but in cafe we fhould be obliged to act by
open force, one or the other event muft happen, either
that we thould all be put to the fword, or thould
become mafters of the country. In which laft cafe,
it would be in my power to carry the governor with
me by force, who, no doubt, would embrace this
determination with pleafure, with a view of efcap-
ing from punifhment; and that, on our arrival in
Europe, I thould find means to thew my gratitude
to him and his whole family.

Thefe reafons, weak as they were, ferved to quiet
my mind, and I perceived, that when the mind eafily
gives way to defpair, it is as eafily comforted. They |
who may read the prefent paflage ought to beware
of deciding either on my weaknefs or my fortitude.
‘When Mr. Cruftiew obferved that my anxiety was
removed, he propofed to affemble a committee,
which I appointed to be held at eleven that evening.

Vou. I N C.H A P
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-

AR T N -

A dangerous  difturbance among  the Exiles. Jis
confequence.

TH E principal affociates met, and Mr. Kuznec.
zow informed me, that he had fucceeded in placing
ten hunters and two natives of Kamchatka, on whom
he could rely, among the crew of the packet St,
Peter and St. Paul, and that he had likewife agreed
with the captain for his paflage to Ochoczk, as well
as refpecting the embarking and private conveyance
of his merchandizes. This account of the advanced
ftate of our affairs gave me the greateft fatisfacion.
On the 26th, in the morning, I received an invi.
tation for myfelf and friends from Madame Nilow,
to attend her on an excurfion in our fledges. We
therefore waited on the governor, and fet out with
him and his family, accompanied by the chancellor
and the hettman. * At the diftance of two leagues
from the banks of the Bolfha, near its entrance, we
ftopped and examined fome houfes, newly and very
neatly built in wood.  After this infpection, the go-
vernels informed me, that they were defigned for
me and her daughter, obferving, at the fame time,
that the thought it became her, as a mother, to give
us houfes and furniture, as her hufband had given us
land. The governor, who was till this inftant un-
acquainted with his lady’s undertaking, highly ap-
proved it, and ordered the chancellor to direct
workmen to finith the building, Mr. Stephanow,
who was prefent, and heard all that pafled, could
{ not avoid obferving to Mr. Cruftiew, that he faw
{ very clearly that I deceived him, and thould deceive
ithe whole fociety, after which words he went -og
J wit
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with his fledge. Mr. Cruftiew concealed this dif.
courfe from me, and only faid, that he was obliged
to go ; immediately after which, he left us : fo that
I remained alone with Mr. Baturin, with whom I
waited upon the governor home, and dined with
his family. :

After dinner, Mr. Sibeaw requefted to fpeak with
me, and informed me that it was abfolutely necef-
fary I fhould go home, as Mr. Stephanow had pro-
duced a dangerous riot. I fent him back with the
aflurance that I would come without delay ; but as
it was neceflary that I fhould give fome reafon to
the governor for my hafty departure, I told him in
public, that I was informed Mr. Stephanow had
again fallen into a ftate of phrenzy, which required
my affiftance. Mifs Aphanafia faid opeuly, that the
knew his diforder, and was convinced it was not at
all dangerous. It was to no purpofe that I made
figns to her to defift, as fhe took no notice, but di-
reting herfelf to me: You are going, faid the, to in-
tereft yourfelf in favour of an unhappy  wretch,
who withes to deprive you of life; upon which fhe
burft into tears. Thefe words excited the governor’s
curiofity, who demanded an explanation ; where-
upon I gave him an undifguifed account of my ad-
venture and combat' with Stephanow, not omitting
to obferve, that his enmity arofe from his paflion
for Mifs Aphanafia. Upon this information, the
governor defired me to let him fend him to
prifon, where he would contrive to render him
a little wifer. I infifted, however, upon - its be.-
ing left in my power to imprifon him at home,
and, at the fame time, reprefented the neceflity
of this a& of authority for maintaining fubordi-
nation among thofe who were deftined to form
the ‘new colony. He therefore determined to
grant me this right, and the chancellor added, that
1t was.very proper that I fhould be permitted to

N2 exert.
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exert my authority. Seeing the governorin this
difpofition, I requefted the conceflion of this power
in writing, and accordingly the chancellor drew up
an inftrument, which the governor immediately
figned. )

Thefe tranfattions prevented me from returning
home as foon as I thould otherwife have done. Upon
my arrival, I found more than fifty foldiers or cof-
facks round our habitations, difputing with my
companions. I was immediately informed that
Mr. Stephanow, after a difpute with Mr. Cruftiew,

; had called a foldier, who was in fight, and told him
(to“run for affiftance, for that otherwife I fhould
| put him to death, and that he had fecrets to re-
\veal to the' chancery. ~ The foldier had colletted
others, and feveral coffacks came to the affiftance of
Stephanow, who was already fhut up by our coms-
panions. ‘The foldiers infifted that he fhould be fet
at liberty, and at laft attempted to force their way
into our habitations, fo that our companions were
obliged to take arms to check their impetuofity.
Upon this I enquired if any of the foldiers could
read writing, and a corporal anfwered in the affir.
mative. I made this man read the conceffion of
right, figned by the governor and the chancellor 4
after which he begged my pardon, and intreated
that I would not inform the governor of what had
pafled. I promifed him I would not, and thus the
difturbance ended.

As foon as I came within doors, Mr. Cruftiew
informed me that he had luckily followed Mr. Ste-
phanow, from a conviftion that he was going to
create fome difturbance; but that as he did not
overtake him till his arrival at his houfe, he took
Mefirs. Kuzneczow and Gourefinin to accompany
him.  They all three entered Mr. Stephanow’s
houfe, whom they found bufy writing. At fight
of them he flew outinto exclamations and threaten-

ings too dangerous to be heard by ftrangers, and >
ended
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ended by declaring to them, that he would imme.
diately go and difcover the whole plot.

Thefe circumftances evidently fthewed how much
this madman was to be feared. They attempted to
feize him, but he proved ftrong enough to over-
throw Mr. Cruftiew and Mr. Gourcfinin, and, in
{pite of the efforts of Mr. Baturin, who held him
faft, he had got out of the door, and excited the
foldiers to aflemble, in order to deliver him; for
he told them, that the other exiles intended to
poifon him, and that he had fecrets of treafon to
declare at the chancery. Mr. Cruftiew proceeded
to obferve, that while the foldier ran to the town,
they bound and gagged Stephanow, whom they
thur up under guard; but a multitude being after-
wards got together, and demanding the liberty of
Stephanow, they. faw themfelves neceflitated to take
arms, while Sibeaw ftood over the- prifoner, with
orders to put him to death, at the firft report of
any fire arms.

This relation put me in fear for the life of the
unhappy wretch, for which reafon I made hafte to
change the orders of Sibeaw; after which, fearing
that the reports might reach the governor, [ fent
Mr. Cruftiew, with inftru@ions to inform him of
what had paffed, and then I gave orders to affemble
the whole fociety.

We only waited the return of Mr. Cruftiew to
begin our proceedings, who at laft arrived, and
brought the good news, that the governor left me
entirely mafter of the prifoner and his punifhment ;
but that with regard to the aflembling of the fol-
diers and coffacks, he wouyld give orders that no
perfon in future thould dare to approach our quar-
ters with the intention of committing violence,
under pain of fifty ftrokes of the knout, and con-
demnation to the public works for three months.

Thig
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This agreeable meflage was delivered to me by
Mr. Cruftiew in the full meeting, and as {oon as
he had taken his feat, I demanded their advice how
to att with regard to Stephanow. The greater
part were for putting him to death, as a man capa-
ble of excefles which, fooner or later, would en-
danger the fociety ; and infifted that it was better
to fave the lives of fifty-feven perfons by facrificing
one fingle perfon, efpecially one who wag a criminal,
I could not, however, confent to this refolution,
on account of my attachment for My, Panow, who
was related to the prifoner, and was not then pre-
fent. T therefore ufed every perfuafion to induce
them to defer the execution till his return; but
the company appeared - very unquiet, and prefled
me to pafs judgment upon him. I fucceeded at
laft in calming their apprehenfions by a ftratagem,
I propofed that Stephanow fhould be brought be-

and that fentence of death fhould afterwards be
pafled on him; but inftead of arfenic and corrofive
Tublimate, I would only give him an emetic, the ef-
fe€ts of which would lead him to beljeve his death
near at hand. I affured the mecting that I was cop.
vinced that this crifis would produce his reformation,
and that the inftant would decide his fate, and
convince him that life or death would depend on
his repentance or perfeverance in his criminal de.
figns.

My propofal had its effe@t op the company, |
therefore fent four armed aflociates for the prifoner,

up, confifting of three grains. On his arriyal he
appeared before us with fome firmnefs, but at the
fight of the goblet on the table, he turned pale.
Before any queftion was propofed to him the order
of the governor was read, and as he. knew his
hand-writing it was fhewn to him, that he might
believe the evidence, Afrer this preliminary, I re.

prefented




NSRRI aliay L e

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 185

prefented to him that his firft mifconduét indicated
nothing more than malevolence againft my perfon,
and that therefore he had been pardoned; but the
prefent cafe being of fuch a nature as to endanger
the whole fociety, it was not in my power to change
the laws of the conftitution, and confequently that
I muft deliver him to their judgment. Mr. Cruftiew
then difplayed all his rhetoric to reprefent to this
unhappy wretch his crimes, and his blindnefs to his
own individual intereft. His difcourfe threw the
miferable Stephanow into tears, who confeffed him-
felf to be worthy of the greateft punithment. = After
this, each of the company beftowed fome words of
deteftation on him, and as this ceremony lafted for
fome time, poor Stephanow fainted, and fell on the
ground. By the application of {pirit of fal ammo-
niac and vinegar, he was brought to himfelf, Dur-
ing the time of his infenfibility, Mr. Cruftiew drew
out the fentence, to which he liltened with the
greateft anguifh, but at the laft words, which were
¢ for thefe caufes the faid Stephanow is condemned
““ to drink the liquor contained in the bowl, in
“ order that death may enfue,” he fainted away
a fecond time. Upon his recovery he atked to fpeak
with me, which being granted, he intreated me to
pardon his faults, and to deliver him, if poflible,
from this fatal judgment, promifing that his life
and blood fhould be employed in my fervice. He
then openly declared, that this misfortune was, no
doubt, a punithment from the hand of Gop, whom
he had offended by attempting to contract a mar-
riage, though he was already married to a wife
then living in Ruffia. He proceeded to declare,
that from that moment he abjured the madnefs of
love, which had led him to the lofs of his life in
fo difgraceful a manner. At length this unhappy
man, being urged to drink the liquor, implored the
grace and compaffion of the company, but in vain,

' for
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for they perﬁfted‘in the execution of his judgment,

he wept bitterly, and again intreated the company
to pardon him. The peculiar ftate in which | be-

a prifoner until oyr departure, He confented to
this; but, as he Was too much exhaufted, the com-
pany did not prefs hijp to fign his {ubmiffion,
He had fcarcely ftrength €nough to thank me jn 5
few words for MYy protection before he fainted
again. I caufed him to be taken to Mr. Cruftiew,

| which feized him and kept him in hig bed till the
| time of our departure. Thyjs incident having em.
pPloyed us almoft the whole night, the meeting
broke up a little before day,

On the 24th, I awoke very late, and was, b
that means, prevented from waiting upon the go-
vernor in the morning, as | had promifed. Mifs

negle@. She breakfaﬂeci with me, and Mr. Cruf-
tiew; after which the returned, happy in the infor.
mation that I had nothing more to fear from Mr.
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had meditated the carrying off the governor’s daugh-
ter, and had, for that purpofe, connefted himfelf
with [fmailow and Bofcarew, with fix others, who
were determined to quit Kamchatka, but that he had
deferred advifing me of the plot, becaufe Ifmailow
and Bofcarew had aflured him, that they would not
take any ftep without informing him of it. Mr.
Panow recommended thefe two men to me, as likely
to be ferviceable on board, on account of their
knowledge in fea affairs.

After dinner I went to Stephanow with Mr.
Panow. This unhappy man related to him his laft
adventure, in which he did not fpare every expref-
fion fuitable to the enormity of his crime. It was
with fome fatisfation that T was convinced of the
fincerity of his repentance. Mr. Panow did not fail
to exprefsa due fenfe of his condu&, and advifed
him to thew his gratitude to me in future. We foon
retired, as we were not defirous of increafing his
confufion ; after which we returned to my houfe
where we fpent the evening very agreeably,

CHAP
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@' H A P. XX

The Count negociates - with the Captain oSf.a vefel,
Preparations for the approaching crifs,

ON the morning of the 28th, Mr. Kuzneczow re.
quefted to fpeak with me in fecret, for which pur-
pofe I begged Meflis, Cruftiew, Panow, and others,
who'were prefent, o retire, He then informed me

that Mr. Clurin, commander of the Corveite S,

\ Peter and S, Paul, had acquainted him, that he was

unwilling to return to Ochoczk, becaufe of hig
debts, and for fear of the confequences of 2 procefs
then againft him in the Admiralty court, the iffye
of whichy if it thould turn againft him, might con-
demn him to the mines. He would not; therefore,

of three thoufand roubles, and would promife to
obtain leave of the Admiralty that he might take the
command of a merchant veflel. M. Kuzneczow
obferved that this overture had entirely difconcerted
his proje, as he could not depend on the compli-
ance of another captain, in cafe Mr. Cfurin fhould
give up the command, This account at firft alarm.
ed me, but, upon ferious reflection on the fituation
of Mr. Cfurin, I perceived fome reafon to hope that

to Mr. Kuzneczow, who thought them very well
founded ; but he objected that Cfurin was fo ftrongly
attached to a gir at Kamchatka, that he never would
confent to go without her: I ‘removed this laft dif-
ficulty, by obferving that he might carry the g.i;ll
Wit
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with him, to which Mr. Kuzneczow could make no
objection.

As it was my wifh to become acquainted with the
fentiments of Mr. Cfurin by perfonal converfation,
I diretted Mr. Kuzneczow to bring him to me, and
to promife, in general terms, that he would do
every thing that might be neceflary to render him
the fervices he required. When Mr. Kuzneczow
was gone, I rejoined Mr. Cruftiew, who was in
company with feveral of our aflociates. I freely
told them what I had heard, and the refolution I
had adopted ; but I found them ftrongly perfuaded
that I fhould not fucceed in the attempt.

After dinner, Mr. Kuzneczow arrived, and in-
formed me of the approaching vifit of Mr. Cfurin ;
I therefore went home and had juft time to order
tea before he came. He made a thoufand excufes
on his arrival for the liberty he had taken of wait-
ing on me, and requefted to know if I had any
commiffions for Ochoczk, as he, being the com.
mander of the St. Peter and St. Paul, would glad-
ly take charge of them, and I might depend on his
diligence.

On this offer I replied, that as it was my intention
to import fome provifions and other articles for the
ufe of my colony, I would avail myfelf of his kind
offer to put a couple of thoufand piaftres, into his
hands, that he might convert them into fuch articles
of merchandize as I thould dire&. To thisi added,
that if it was in my power to render him any fervices
he need only fpeak, as I knew the gentlemen of the
fea were obliged to engage in certain indireét bufi-
nefs to enable them to fupport the charges which
were neceflary to maintain their fituation with credit,
I hoped therefore that he would not be offended at
the offer of a fum for that purpofe.

The open and undefigning manner in which I
made this offer, appeared to affet him, and his

manner
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manner convinced me that I fhould have no difficul;
in fettling my bufinefs with him. Oyr difcourfe wag
interrupted by the appearance of tea, but we re.
Tumed it as {Gon’ as the table was cleared, He began
by informing me of the fubje@ of the procefs he
had at the Admiralty, the caufe of which was g
follows.

Captain  Lewafcheff hag commenced a procefs
againft Mr. Cfurin, for exciting a mutiny among
the crew of the thip St. Ecatherina, in’ the €x-
pedition of the Year 1769.  Several failors depofed
that Mr. Cfurin wag the caufe of the overfetting
of the boat in the middle of the riyer Boltha, in

explanation of the affajr afforded ample matter to
enable me to convince him that he would certainly
be condemned. My reafons appeared to be f;
well founded, that fe declared he would pretend
illnefs, in order to avoid commanding the veffe],
This decifion reduced me to the neceflity of forcing
his fecond retrenchment, which | did, by reprefent.
ing that his delaying his departure woujd not fave
him ; becaufe, doubtlefs, when the council faw that
he was determined not to return, they would require
the. governor of Kamchatka to fend him under
guard, {o that by this manceuvre, he would gain
only a few months delay ; afier which the confufion
of his affairs would pe ftill greater than before. He
admitted the truth of this remark, and entreated me
to fend him to my new colony, or, at leatt, to fa-
vour hig Procuring a paffage to the Aleuthes iflands,
where he would finifh the reft of his unfortunate
life. Ashe fajid thefe laft words he burft into tears,
and faid, that he could give up his life and fortune
without regret, but that his affeCtion for a young

perfon
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petfon with whom he lived, was fuch, that he could
not bear the thoughts of leaving her.

After this confeflion, he begged me to have pity
on his fituation, and grant him mygprotettion and
advice. I promifed to refleét ferioufly on his affairs,
but obferved, thatit would require fome time to con=
fider maturely what was beft to be done. I gave
him my word, however, thatI would clear him of
his embarraflment ; but at the fame time, as a pre-
vious condition, I infifted that he thould not men-
tion his fituation to any one, nor think of quitting
the command of the veflel. He fwore that he would
comply with my directions, and thus we parted.
But as I thought it neceffary to intereft his mind by
fome immediate advantages, I called him back, to
put a bag of five hundred roubles into his hands,
with the compliment, that I begged him to accept
of this advance to purchafe a prefent for his lady.
He refufed at firft, but I forced him to accept the
prefent by declaring, that, if he perfitted in his
refufal, I thould not believe he was really attached
to my interefts. He therefore accepted my prefent,
and I -was delighted at having made fo good a
bargain.

On my return to Mr. Cruftiew, I informed the
fociety of the good difpofition of my client, and they
were not a little aftonithed at the rapidity of my
proceedings. ' In confequence of which, they deter-
mined no more to oppofe my decifions in future,
but wait, with patience and calmnefs, for the re-
fult. Taffured them of my readinefs to perform my
part, and promifed to negle& nothing to fecure the
fuccefs of my plan with the moft {crupulous atten-
tion. Iobferved, that by this management, fteadily
adhered to, the moment of execution would be na.
turally eafy, provided we were not forced to preci-
pitate our meafures, in.confequence of treachery

: from
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from our own aﬁ'ociates, or a difcovery on the par¢
of government, :

This laft refle@ion induced Mr. Panow to requeft
that I would at leaft Communicate to the fociety
the plan I fhould adopt, in cafe we thould be dif.

was impofiible, at this moment, to fix my determ;.
nation. But in the mean time I exhorted the fo-
ciety not to be alarmed at the crifis, which might
furprize us, but to confirm themfelves i the refo.
lution of dying with courage. I likewife added,
that to prevent any furprize, I had fecured means of

vided we could have one night before-hand, I would
an{wer for the pofleffion of the fort and garrifon
after which I wag convinced the town could not
hold out, becaufe jt ftood expofed in every part to
the cannon of ¢he fortrefs.

This anfwer fatisfied M., Panow; but gave
rife to a longer conference, wherein every one fpoke
his thoughts, and the whole lociety unanimoufly
repeated their profeflions of ftri& obedience ar the
critical moment,

I left the company, and proceeded to pafs the
evening at the governor’s houfe, where I was re-
ceived like one of the family ; and, after pafling the
evening very agreeably, I returped home about
midnight.

On the 29th, I wag bufied with M, Meder, in
making three petards, to be ufed ip cale circum-
ftances fhould require the gates of the fortrefs or
the chancery to be forced open, During this work
I refleted on the bufinefs of Mr, Cfurin, and di-

' gefted
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gefted my plan ; for which reafon I fent to defire to
fee him inthe evening. - Before dinner I vifited Mr.
Stephanow, whofe fever had increafed the preced-
ing day. I found him tolerably “eafy. He made
many apologies for his attempts againft my perfon,
and appeared to repent fincerely of what he‘had
done. I therefore endeavoured to raife his fpirits,
by afluring him, that it would always be in his
power to preferve my efteem and friendfhip, as long
as he avoided a repetition of his offences. His re-
ply confifted of reiterated profeflions of amendment
in his future condué, which confirmed the good
cpinion I had formed of him.

After dinner I returned home, where I waited the
arrival of Mr. Cfurin, who came at five o’clock.
He began the converfation with promifes and affur-
ances of his devotion to my fervice, and concluded,
by requefting to know what I had fettled refpetting
him ; to which I anfwered,

1. That I required him to retain the command of
the packet, and to conform exatly to the arrange-
ment he had made with Mr. Kuzneczow.

2. That at his departure I would let him know
what he hadto do, but that at prefent I fhould only
inform him that Mr. Kuzneczow would manage
matters {o, that the fecond day after his departure the
thip fhould fpring a leak, which would afford a
fufficient reafon for coming to an anchor, which he
might do at Lopattka. In the mean time I pro-
mifed to obtain the Governor’s permiffion that he
might be permitted to eftablith himfelf among us.
I obferved that this appeared to me to be the only
honourable method of avoiding the voyage to
Ochoczk ; and further, with regard to his efta-
blilbment and future marriage with the young lady
in queftion, I promifed him two thoufand roubles,

and the place of captain of the military.
My
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being finithed, I difmiffed I}im, and haftened ¢,

lofe fight of Mr. Clurin, I charged Mr, Kuzneczow
to conne& himfelf with him, and not to leave his

CHAP
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Cod A P . XXIR

Preparations  for departure—Mifs Aphanafia difeos

vers the infention of the exilcs.

ON theé '36th Mr. Cruftiew and M. Panow, 4t
the head of twenty-five of out aflociates, were de-
puted to wait eii the governot, with a requeft that
he would pleafe to receive the title of Prote@or of
the new colony. They were ' likewife charged to
wait on the chancellor and the hettman, with 2 fimi.
lar requeft that they would accept othet titles re-
lative to the colony; and, in the laft place, they
were to prefent a memorial to the magiftrates of
the' town, o' reqiieft their affitance and fupport in
favour of the new colony, which'was to bear the
name of Nilovaga, in honour of the governor.
They performed their commiflion, and returned with
the news, that they had met with an agreeable recep-
tion fromall the gentlemen on whon they had been
diretted to wait.

On the 31ft T received a meflage from the magif-
trates of the town, informing me that they had fa-
vourably received my memorial, and that, in con
fequence of the utility and fetvices which the capi-
tal “‘expected from ‘our induftry and attachment,
they had fent us an aggregation to the rights of
citizens of Boltharezk for all the children which
fhould be born in the new colony.  After I had
made the meflenger a prefent, I communicated out
good fortune to the company, which was greatly
amufed at this comedy of my compofing.

April the 1ft. As I knew that the veflels em
ployed between Ochoczk and Kamchatka ufually

Yori: 1 O took
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took no larger ftock of water than ten or twelve
butts, I ordered Mr. Solmanow to purchafe twenty
or twenty-fivel butts, and carry them to Cfekawka,
after getting them put in order, under pretence of
2pplying them to the manufature of falt from fes
water.  About ten o’clock this day I received a mef.
fage from Mifs Nilow, that the would call on me in
the afternoon, requefting at the fame time that I
would be alone, becaufe {he had affairs of importance
to communicate, . As I luppofed the latter part of
this meffage to be mere pleafantry, I'was far from
expecting any extraordinary information ; and my
furprize at the event was much greater, as I had
not the leaft reafon to fappofe fhe had made any dif-
covery of my intentions;  Mifs Nilow atrived at three
in the afternoon; her agitation on her firft appeat-
ance convinced.me that fhe was exceedingly affliGed.
At fight of me fhe paufed a moment, and foon after
burit into tears, and threw herfelf mto my arms,
crying out, that fhe -was unfortunate and forfaken,
Her fighs and tears. were fo extreme that it was more
than a quarter of an hour before T could obtain a
connetted fentence.. . I wag extremely affected at
her fituation, and ufed every expedient to calm her
mind, but this;was extremely difficult, becaufe I was
entirely ignorant of the reafon of her-afflition.

As foon  as, fhe became g2 little compofed, fhe
begged me to fhut the door, that no one might in-
terrupt us. I came back, and on my knees entreated
her to explain the caufe of her prefent fituation,
which fhe did to the following effeét :

She informed me that her maid difcovered to her,
that a certain perfon, named Ivan Kudrin, one of my
aflociates, had propoled to her to fhare his fortune,
and that this indifcreet perfon had affured the girl,
that he was about to quit Kamchatka with me, to
make a voyage to Europe, where he hoped to place
her in an agreeable fituation, The maid had firlt

related
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related the circumftance to her miftrefs, but, as the
could never believe me capable of fuch bafe and
treacherous behaviour to her, the was defirous of
hearing the account herfelf, and had, for that pur-
pofe, perfuaded the fervant to appoint a meeting
with Kudrin, in order to queftion him more amply,
while the herfelf might hear the whole, by being con-
cealed behind a curtain. In this manner, fhe
faid, fhe became convinced of her unhappinefs
and my treachery, and that fhe would have fpared
me the confufion of hearing this, if, from a convic-
tion that fhe could not live after fuch an affront,
fhe had not been defirous of bidding me a laft
farewell.

On finifhing thefe words fhe fainted ; and though
I was exceedingly alarmed and diftrefled on the
occafion, yet I did not fail to arrange a plan in my
mind, during the interval of her infenfibility. When
this amiable young lady recovered, fhe afked if the
might give credit to what the had heard. 1 then
threw myfelf at her feet, and intreated her to hear
me calraly, and judge whether I was to blame or
not. ' She promifed the would, and I addreffed her
in the following terms.

“ You 'may recollett, my dear friend, the ac-
count I gave you of my birth, and the rank I held
in Europe : ‘T remember the tears you fhed on that
occafion. The misfortune of being exiled to Kam-
chatka, would long fince have compelled me to de-
liver mylelf from tyranny, by death, if your ac-
quaintance and attachment had not preferved me.
I havelived for you, and if you could read my heart,
Iam fure I fhould have your pity; for the poffeffion
of your perfon is tecome as neceffary to my exe
iftence as liberty itfelf. Theliberty I fpeak of, is
not that. which your worthy father has given me,
but implies the poffeflion of my eftate and rank.
I'have hoped for the pofleffion of your perfon, with

O 2 a view
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a view of rendering you happy, in the participation
of my fortune and dignity. ' Thefe views cannot be
accomplithed at Kamchatka, What rank can |
beftow on my love but that of an exile? The fa-
vours of your worthy father may be of the thorteft
duration. ~ His fucceffor may foon recall his ordi.
nances, and plunge me again into that ftate of fuf.
fering and contempt, from which I was delivered
for a fhort moment. Reprefent to yourfelf, my
deareft friend, the affliGion and defpair that would
overwhelm my foul, when I beheld you a fharer
in my pain and difgrace; for you well know, that
all the Ruffians efteem  the exiles as difhonour-
ed perfons. You have forced me to this decla.
ration of my intentions, in which ] have been
guided by ‘the attachment and fincerity of my
heart. 1 deferred the communication to- you, but
I fwear that fuch was my refolution.—Why

 then interrupted fhe, did you conceal your in.

tention from me, who am ready to follow you to
the fartheft limits of the univerfe ?—This affurance
encouraged me to proceed, and engage this charm-
ing young lady in my interefts. I told her, there-
fore, that I was prevented only by the fear left fhe
thould refufe my propofals, on account of her at.
tachment to her parents ; but that, as I now had

- nothing to fear in that refpe, I could inform her,

that my intention being to leave Kamchatka, I had
determined to carry her off; and in order to con-
vince her, I was ready to call Mr. Cruftiew, who
would confirm the truth, Qg this- affurance the
embraced me, and intreated me to forgive her want
of confidence, at the fame time that the declared her
readinefs . to accompany me, :

This degree of confidential intercouife being ef-
tablithed, I perfuaded her to difmifs every fear from
her mind. Many were the trials I made of her re-
folution, and thé event convinced me, that the was

perfeétly
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perfe@ly determined to follow my fortunes. The
fecret being thus fecure, by her promife to keep it
inviolably, I had no other uneafinefs remaining but
what arofe from the communication having been
made to her fervant. 1 mentioned my fears to Mifs
Nilow, who removed them, by affuring me that
her fervant was too muchattached to her to betray

Ther fecret ; and had, befides, an affeGtion for Kudrin,

fo that the could anfwer for her difcretion. Thus
agreeably ended our converfation, though the com-
mencement was rather tragical ; and I received the
vows of attachment and fidelity from an artlefs and
innocent mind.

Mifs Nilow did not depart till about fix o’clock.
I immediately fent for Kudrin, whom I reproached
for his mifcondu& and indifcretion, by explaining
the great danger to which he had expofed the whole
fociety. I promifed at the fame time not to di-
vulge his fault to the fociety ; but infifted that he
fhould in future avoid all farther explanation of
the ftate of our affairs to the young woman. I
likewife promifed, in order to calm his uneafinefs,
that I would centrive matters fo that he fhould take
her with him. ‘This poor wretch, on my firlt ac-
culation, was feized with the moft terrifying appre-
henfiens, and fell to the ground at my feet, crying
out for mercy, as he fuppofed I fhould deliver him
up to the judgment of the fociety, from whom he
had nothing to expett but death. But, on my
conclufion, he arofe, kiffled my hand, and fwore
eternal fidelity.  For my part, 1 was very well fatif-
fied to have extricated myfelf out of fuch a difagreea-
able embarrafiment, by fettling affairs on fo good a
footing.

After the departure of Kudrin, I went to Mr.
Cruftiew, who, being apprized in the morning, of
Mifs Nilow’s intended vifit, and feeing me come
out fo' late, thought proper to rzlly me upon the

i occafion,
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occafion, But his hilarity foon gave place to afto-
nithment, when he heard what had pafled. He
was perfuaded, he faid, that I muft have been born
under a happy influence, and that nothing could fail
us under fuch aufpices, [ laughed at his enthyfiafm,
though I was truly fenfible of that good fortune
which had removed fo many unpleafant incidents.
On the 2d, Madame Nilow invited me to break-
faft, and took me apart to enquire what I had done
to her daughter, who ufed to be exceedingly in
fpirits at her return home, but had, fince yefterday
¢vening, been continually in tears. It was difficult
to anfwer this home queftion; to which I could
at firft make no better reply than by faying, that
Mifs Nilow had imparted a fecret to me, that re-
lated to herfelf alone, and was communicated un-
der the feal of confidence, which I could not infringe,
Madame Nilow laughed at this excufe, and af.
terwards ordered her daughter to be called,
whom fhe required to releafe me from the injunétion
of fecrecy, that I might be at liberty to relate what
had paffed between us yelterday ; to which fhe an.
fwered, that the would intirely rely on my pru-
dence, and that if [ thought it neceflary I was at
liberty to fpeak, though fhe would be prefent, to
know whether I fpoke the truth. I then related
that fome perfon, witha view to injure me in Mifs
Aphanafia’s opinion, had informed her that I was
not of the Greek religion, and perfuaded her to afk
me to become of that faith: that fhe had accord.
ingly made the propofal to me two days ago, to
which I anfwered, that though, in my opinion, ali
religions were alike, I could not confent to make
any change in mine ; and upon her obferving, that
my determination might Prevent our .marriage, I
replied, that then we thould die without reproach,
the was vexed, and our friendly intercourfes had
fuffered a flight interruption, till a fecond oppor-
tunity-for explanation offered - jtfelf, I added, that
in
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in our laft converfation I had exprefled my hope
that Mifs Aphanafia would in future put lefs con-
fidence in advifers. Madame Nilow, after having
patiently heard my account, blamed her daughter for
prefuming to meddle in affairs of religion; and
faid, the hoped her prudence in future would pre-
vent her going into any fuch extravagancies. She
then retired, and left us at liberty. I embraced
the opportunity to confirm the young lady in her
refolution; and fhe aflured me that I might remain
perfectly eafy with regard to her maid, who wasas
defirous as herfelf .to fee us fafe in Europe. We
finithed our converfation on the happinefs we thould
enjoy when at perfect liberty. After which I re.
tired, and ordered a general meeting to be held on
the sth. I then vifited Mr. Stephanow, whom I
found under the application of blifters, having
been in a continual delirium for three days and
nights.

C PIafeB,
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Various proceedings.—The Chancellpr receives infor.
mation of the attempts of the exiles—The Count’s
exeriigns 1o prevent the confequences of this difeovery,

ON the 3d of April, Mr. Solmanow purchafed
twenty-two butts, and forwarded them to Tlekawka,
Mr. Kuzneczow likewife advifed me, that he had
purchafed a cafk of brandy for feven hundred and
eighty roubles, which Iimmediately paid. Mefrs,
Baturin and Wynbladth, who were commiflioned
to falt fith, alfo informed me, that they had prepared
two cafks of fith, and one calk of whale oil ; but
they could procure no more than four hundred and
fifty pounds of flour.

On the 4th, Mr. Kuzneczow informed me that
Mr. Cfurin was going on board to fet the fhip to
rights ; and conflequently thofe of our aflociates
who were engaged in the veflel muft pe ready to
depart on the 7th; and that in order to overlook
the tranfa@ions of Mr. Cfurin, he had determined
likewife to go on board himfelf, Tagreed to his pro-
pofal, earneftly advifing him to exert every atten-
tion to promote the bufinefs intrufted to him; but
at the fame time to hold himfelf in readinefs to re. %
turn at the firft call, And, in order that oyr corref-
pondence might be rendered more certain, [ com-
miffioned him to ftation a trufty native of Kam-
chatka at Mikutka, to carry my advices and orders
to him. I was informed in the evening that the
governor yas indifpofed.

On the 5th, T put off the meeting till the evening,
On account of the neceflity of vifiting the governor.
: ‘ On
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On my arrival at the fort I found the whole family
greatly afflicted, and the governor very ill with a
violent cholic. I gave him a little extract of aloes
with brandy, and had the pleafure to fee him able
to walk about by noon. He thanked me for my
afliftance, and begged I would give him a provi-
fion of the medicine which had done him fo much
fervice. I refufed ftaying to dinner, and returned.
home; after which the general meeting was held,
where I gave the fociety an account of the mea-
fures I had taken to fecure the veffel St. Peter
and St. Paul; but I thought it likewife necef
fary to exprefs to the meeting my fears of fome
unfortunate accident. For this reafon I required
that no one in future would go into the town with-
out a companion, and that they would not haunt
public houfes, where feveral difputes bad arifen be-
tween the foldiers of the garrifon or coflacks, and
my people. I obferved that the moment of the
execution of our proje&t was nearly approaching,
for which reafon it was of the utmoft confequence
to avoid every mifunderftanding, and to be upon
our guard. I therefore exhorted them to remain
peaceably in their houfes, and always near the
chiefs which I had nominated, in order that they
might come together in cafe of any unforefeen acci-
dent, and be in readinefs to obey my orders. The
whole company unanimoutly replied, that they would
ftritly obey my orders, and that I might depend
on their fidelity. Their readinefs gave me much
fatisfattion : I thanked them for their confidence in
me, and regaled them with a large quantity of
punch, the difpofal of which employed the com-
pany till four in the morning,

On the 6th, I remained at home the whole day,
at reft, except in the evening, when I made a vifit
to the governor. On the #th, Mr. Kuzneczow
took his leave with ten of our companions, This

day
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day Mr. Baturin informed me, that Ifmailow, Bof,
carew and Zablikow had propofed a number of quef-
tions to him concerning the new colony; and that
he overheard Ifmailow whifper Bofcarew,  we fha]
¢ get nothing out of him, for he is Samuelovicz’
¢ friend, let us go to the others ;”* from which he
fufpeted that thefe three men had received fome
information of our project. - From this account [
recollected, that Mr. Stephanow had been conne@ted
with thefe perfons, and might have informed them
of fome of the particulars: I therefore went imme.
diately to him, but he was not in a fituation to ap.
fwer any queftions. Nothing therefore remained
to be done, but to apply to Mr. Panow, whom I
ordered to enquire for one of the three, and found
his intentions, that I might take my meafures in
time.

Mr. Cruftiew, when informed of this bufinefs,
appeared very uneafy, which was a circumftance
unufual in him, as hé was a man of courage, and
poflefled great firmnefs of mind. After refleting
a fhort time, he told me, that he thought he fhould
be able to fift the bufinefs to the bottom; but that
there was reafon to fear 2 dilcovery on the part of
government which we could not avoid, fuppofing
his ideas to be true; for he told me that Ifmailow
was related to the chancellor, and poflefled his con-
fidence. The ftrong marks of apprehenfion which
I faw in Mr. Cruftiew, obliged me to requeft his
thoughts concerning the information of Baturin. He
replied, that he was fearful of an intrigue among
women ; and faid he was affured that it was Mr.
Kuzneczow’s intention to carry with him the fifter
of Serjeant Kuzmin; and that probably he had di-
vulged the fecret to that woman, On the other
hand, he was convinced that Mr. Ifmailow likewife
kept company with the fame perfon, whence he
inferred, that Ifmailow had got fome hints of our

project,

e 2= e
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proje&, which led him to endeavour at a more

erfe¢t difcovery.

Mr. Cruftiew promifed that he would ufe every
exertion in his power to come at the truth by means
of the woman, and advifed me, in the mean time,
to wait on the chancellor, and obferve his behaviour,
from which I might eafily know whether his nephew
had already fpoken to him concerning his difcovery.

Thefe fteps appearing reafonable, I determined
immediately to wait on the chancellor, while Mr.
Cruftiew was employed in making his enquiries.
On my arrival the chancellor received me with more
politenefs, but lefs cordiality, than ufual. He or-
dered tea, and, during the time it was preparing,
our difcourfe turned firft on® the government, in
which the chancellor repeated all the advantages I
had received from the chiefs, in forwarding my
projetts ; and twice faid that he hoped my zeal and
conduét would juftify their opinions and proceed-
ings. In anfwer to his difcourfe, I replied, that I
was greatly affected with the marks of goodnefs I
had received, and fhould negleé no favourable oc-
cafion of thewing my gratitude. After a thort paufe,
the chancellor alked me how far I was conneéted
with Kuzneczow. I anfwered, that Mr. Kuznec-
zow having rendered me efential fervices at my firft
arrival at Kamchatka, when I was in the loweft
ftate of indigence, I thought it proper to ackrow-
ledge his good offices, at a time when I was at my
eale. He replied, that he hoped my motives were
fuch as I exprefled, but that he tould not help tak-
ing notice that various refleGtions were made in the
town concerning our intimacy; more particularly
fince Mr. Kuzneczow had been feen openly affifting
the exiles, with a mufket in his hand, at the time
of their difpute with the foldiers and coffacks, ref-
petting Mr. Stephanow.

This
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This overture ﬁ-n‘ﬁciently thewed, that Mr. Ifmaj.
low had related his fufpicions or perhaps difcoverieg
to his uncle, for which reafon I determined ¢, clear
the way by one effectual ftroke. 1 therefore replied,
that I faw clearly from whence this prejudice againft
Mr. Kuzneczow arofe. | informed the chancellop,
that Kuzneczow and his nephew kept company with
the fame woman, whom [ named, being the fifter
of Serjeant Kuzmin ; and obferved, that jealou{y
had di&tated this expedient to his nephew, with 3

view to prejudice his rival, Iaffured him that, with

regard to myfelf, I wag happy in the prefent oppor.
tunity of fpeaking my fentiments to him, as my
benefadtor. I admitted, that it might be very con-

frequent the company of a common Woman, though
fuch a proceeding would very ill become hig nephew,
who enjoyed a diftinguithed rank, By what more
particularly mortified my feelings in this bufinefs
was, that I underftood it to be the intention of hig
nephew to marry the girl; for which reafon I had
difpofed Mr. Kuzneczow to perfuade her to make 4
voyage with him to Ochoczk, where they were to
i I ended my fpeech by obferving, that
I fhould have concealed “this proof of my perfonal
attachment to him, if there had not been reafon
to fear that filence, at this moment, might impair
his friendfhip for me. ;
The chancellor liftened Very attentively, paufed
4 moment, and then embraced me, faying, that if
I had not come he might have taken 2 very danger-
ous ftep. He then informed me, that his nephew
had conftantly repeated to him for fome days paft,
that bt was certain Kuzneczow and myfelf intended
to leave Kamchatka, and take fome women with us;
adding, that he was fure of our plot, but would
come at the bottom of it by new Ainquiries. The
chancellor proceeded to fay, that, from the reite-
rated obfervations of his nephew, he had determined
to
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to fend for Mr. Stephanow, and examine him;
but that he now confidered my arrival as a happy
circumftance, fince it had fpared him the confufion
of intimating his fufpicions of me. My account,
he faid, had opened his eyes, and fhewn him the
neceflity of regulating the conduct of his nephew.

Affairs being in this favourable train, I begged
him to enquire of Captain Cfurin whether it were
not true that Kuzneczow intended to fail with him
to Ochoczk, and whether he had not contracted
for the paffage of a lady.

The chancellor immediately fent for Cfurin, and
after receiving the confirmation of what I had faid
from him, he promifed me a complete fatisfaction
on the part of his nephew.

CHAP
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P - CHE . R S e
The Jubject of the préceding chapter continyed,

I WAS exceedingly happy in having remedied
an affair of fuch a defperate nature, and haftened
home, where I found Mr. Cruftiew in the utmoft
uneafinefs. He could not contain his anger at lee.
ing me laugh ; but began by informing me, that he
was certain that the chancellor had received infor.
mation concerning us, and was now bufied in dif
clofing our projells to the government: for the
fifter of Kuzmin had informed him, that Mr. Ifmai-
low had liftened to her difcourfe with Kuzneczow,
under her window ; in which he had promifed to
marry her, if the would confent to go with him to
Europe ; obferving, that the voyage would be long,
but that he would make her amends by his love and
fidelity. Upon which propofal fhe had demanded,
how he fuppofed it would be in his power to fail to
Europe; and Kuzneczow replied, that there was
no reafon to be uneafy about the fuccefs of any un-
dertaking when directed by fuch chiefs as myfelf,
She protefted that Mr. Kuzneczow had faid nothing
more; but that, after his departure I{mailow enter.
ed, and infulted her, and direély afterwards went
out, threatening to fend Kuzneczow to the mines.
She likewife told Mr. Cruftiew that the had avoided
Ipeaking to Mr. Kuzneczow on the bufinefs, for
fear of a quarrel. :

Upon this intelligence I defired my friend to go
immediately to the girl, and dire& her to fay, if
fhe thould be fent for by the chancellor, that Mr.
Kuzneczow had propofed and agreed with her to

go
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o to Ochoczk, where they were to be married,
and that I had promifed her a marriage portion of
a thoufand roubles, provided the would depart and
avoid the vifits of Mr. Ifmailow. Mr. Cruiliew
was perfeétly aftonifhed at this meflage, and afked
if T thought him out of his fenfes. I faw that he
did not comprehend my intentions, and therefore

ave him an account of my converfation with the
chancellor, upon which he perfectly underftood the
whole bufinefs, and haftened to execute my com-
miffion. For my part, as Mr. Kuzneczow was not
yet gone, I fent for him, and gave him inftructions
likewife, in cafe he fhould be queftioned by the
chancellor. . Thefe meafures being taken, I found
my mind more at_eafe, and went 10 reft late at
night, for I'had found it impoflible. to take any
repofe during the continuance of my apprehen-
fions. ;

On. the 8¢h, Ilearned that the chancellor had
examined Kuzneczow and the fifter of Kuzmin fe-
parately, and at day-break had fent his nephew to
Verchney Oftrogg, with orders not to return to Bol-
faretz without his confent. In the evening the
chancellor himfelf came to me, made a thoufand
excufes for his fufpicions, and begged me o accept
the portion I had promifed the girl, which, how-
ever, 1 refufed, at the fame time intreating ‘him tg
excufe my taking it, as a proof of his confidence
in my good intentions.

On the gth, Mr. Kuzneczow informed me of
his departure, and affured me that I might entirely
depend on Mr. Clurin, This news was fome con-
{olation to me; for though the chancellor was ap-
parently reconciled, I could no longer depend on
his confidence. I knew that inquifitive difpofition
would not permit him to banith the adventure of
his nephew from his mind; and as the flighteft ap-

pearances
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pearances might revive his fufpicions, I thought jt
proper to keep my people conftantly affembleq,
With a view likewife to fecure mylelf againft any
furprize, I engaged Mifs Nilow to pay a {trict at
tention to every thing that pafled at the governop
houfe, efpecially when the chancellor was prefent,

The fame day I affembled the company, to whom
I gave an account of all that hagd pafled between
me and the chancellor, and declared, that though
all our meafures were perfectly well eftablifhed, |
was morally fure that they would be ineffetual,
becaufe I had every reafon to think that e
fhould be difcovered “before the time of the de.
parture of the veffel. In confequence of this dif
couraging profpect, I faid that I fhould proceed to
propofe to the company anotler regulation. The
meeting unanimoufly aflured me, that they would
agree to every ftep which I fhould think proper
to be taken, fo that .I needed only to give my
orders, which would be immediately complied. with,
On this declaration, which was fo full of confidetice,
I reprefented to them that it would' be impoffible
for us to refift the force which government might
employ againf us, if wé remajned near the town,
and, thercfore that on the firft intimation of 3
difcoverys; I thould propofe to the company to re-
tire «0 the fea-fide, where we might defend our.
felves in the intrenchment of the light-houfe, which

which would be fufficient to keep the affailants at 2
diftance ; and, in the mean time, as I could depend
on Mr. Cfurin, I would dire@® him to bring the
veflel out of the bay, by towing her through the
ice, and that [ did not defpair of carrying this pro-

Ject into execution in the courfe of eight days,
The company replied, that this ftep was falutary,
and neceflary to be carried info execution, [ there-
fore
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fore drew up inftru&tions for Mr. Kuzneczow,
which I forwarded to him by the hands of Sibeaw,
at the fame time that 1 dire¢ted Mr. Panow to dif-
tribute money to feveral of our aflociates, to pur-
chafe gunpowder in all the fhops, and, if poffible,
at the great magazine. For I had been informed
that the cannon of the redoubt of the light-houfe
was well provided with bullets and grape fhot,
though the quantity of powder was infufficient to
fire fix thot. I pafled the reft of the day with
Mr. Cruftiew, in conference on the means neceflary
to be adopted in the prefent exigence of our
circumftances.

Vor. I A ) ' CHAP
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Co M. AW XXV,

Various proceedings relative to the projedted efeape
of the exiles, and the difcoveries made by governs
ment.

ON the 1oth, Mr. Baturin informed me, that
Bofcarew and Zablikow had written a letter to Mr.
Stephanow, which was to be put into his hands by
2 Kamchadal woman. I immediately fent notice to
Mr. Panow, who undertook to watch his relation, to
whom he went without delay, and returned with
the letter, which he faid had been delivered the in-
ftant before by the woman, and that after reading
it, Stephanow had faid, * I am the unhappy wretch
“ who have produced all the mifchief which may
¢ follow ;” and then intreated his relation to carry
the letter to me, with a requeft that I would caufe
thefe two men to be put to death, in order to pre
ferve our fecret: for he confefled he had revealed
the greateft part of it to them. The contents of
the letter were as follows :
¢ The treatment you have experienced from the
¢ unworthy chief whom you have chofen, has ex-
 cited our compaflion. We are informed that
¢ your illnefs is not real, but that you are a prifon-
“ er, and, we therefore take this opportunity of
¢ afluring you, that we are ready to deliver you,
¢ and that you may depend on our willingnefs to
¢ facrifice our lives in the attempt.. The oath we
“ entered into with you has prevented us from
¢ betraying your abominable chief; befides which,
“ we were unwilling to be the authors of the des
' ¢ ftruction




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY, 211

s¢ ftruétion of fo many brave men as have entered
< into the affociation. If your life be in fafety,
¢ {end us fome intimation, and inform us at what
< hour of the night we can enter your prifon with-
“ out being difcovered ; but if you think it proper
<« for our interefts, that we thould deliver you from
“¢ the tyrant, let us know your with, and his death
¢ is certain. Remember the engagements you
¢ have entered into with us, and be affured of our
¢ fidelity.
¢ Signed, BoscAREw and ZaBLIKOW.”

T read this letter in the prefence of fome of the
aflociates, to their no {fmall coniternation. = Several
of them were defirous of going to feek thefe two
bravos, with whom they propofed to quarrel, and
then difpatch them. = Mr. Panow fupported this
opinion ; but, for my part, I declared that I could
not, without regret, confent to be the caufe of the
death of two fuch determined young men, efpecially
as I had reafon to think we might avail ourfelves of
their fervices. For this purpofe I propofed that
Mr. Panow fhould perfuade his relation to fend them
an anfwer, which I would draw up; as I was well
affured that we might caufe them to join us by this
means, provided Mr. Stephanow confented to affift.
Mr. Panow anfwered for him, whereupon I drew up
the following minute :

“ You will be convinced that my illnefs is real
¢ when you fee my hand-writing. 1 have kept my
 bed from the day I lalt faw you. T thank you,
“ my friends, for the affiftance you offer, though it
¢ is unneceflary ; for, I can aflure you, that my
¢ whole confolation at prefent confifts in the acknow-
¢ ledgment of my improper condu& towards my
¢¢ chief. You hate him, becaufe I have defcribed
 him to you as a man worthy of hatred; but, I

P2 ¢ carneltly
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“ earneftly intreat you, by the oath we have en.
¢ tered into, not to aggravate my remorfe, by
¢ making any attempt againft this worthy, and ref.
¢ pectable chief. 1 thought him my enemy, and
¢ atted accordingly; I even fought his death,
¢ Doubtlefs you have concluded that he would re.
venge himfelf; but, on the contrary, he has de.
¢ clared himfclf my proteCtor, and has prelerved
“ my life at the rifk of his own. It is to him I am
indebted for my fafety, and I intreat you to refe
¢ pet the protector as your friend. I have written
¢ this letter, to prevent the confequences of your
““ impetuofity ; haften then to me, that I may in-
¢ form you concerning niy fituation. You areat
¢ perfedt liberty to come, and I flatter mylelf that,
¢ on an interview, I fhall render you an effential
¢ fervice, by bringing you acquainted with 2 man
¢ to whom you may unite,”

"This an{wer being approved of, Mr. Panow car-
ried it to his relation, who. copied it, and fent it
back by the meflenger who had brought him the
letter.  About eleven in the evening Mr. Panow
requefted me to come to his friend, who was defir-
ous of introducing Meflrs. Bolcarew and Zablikow
to me, with fix other affociates, When I arriv-
ed Mr. Stephanow begged me to come near his
bed, took my hand and kiffed it. He then proceeded
to recapitulate all his faults, enumerated the marks
of kindnefs and confidence' he had reccived, and
concluded, by intreating my forgivenefs; after
which, without giving me'time to reply, he prefent-
ed Mefirs, Bolcarew and Zablikow to me, with their
companions ; -with the aflurance that they defired to
join our aflociation, and that he could anfwer for
their fidelity and attachment. On this offer I atked
the gentlemen whether they were firmly refolved to

enter into our fociety without being informed of
: our
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our projects and meafures? To which they a.nfv.'ered},
that they had been informed of every thing, and
were determined to acknowledge me as their chief,
from their knowledge, of the inducements. After
this fhort explanation I informed them, that.l
would expet them at three o’clock to-morrow, in
order to proceed in their reception. But as they
requefted 1 would permit them to remain in future
with us, I confented that they fhould ftay all night;
for they protefted that they would not quit our
dwelling till they were admitted members of the
fociety.

On the 11th, T vifited the governor, who feemed
to be meditating on fome fubject that occupied his
attention, and as it was of confequence for me to be-
come acquainted with the reafon of his ferious de-
portment, I enquired, and reccived for anfwer, that
he believed the chancellor was out of his fenfes, be-
caufe he had been ralking to him of an enterprize
purely chimerical ; for, continued he, the fool {uf-
pects you of an intention to defert, and has vexed
me {o much, that I have fent him away in an ill hu-
mour: he has even dared to accufe my daughter
of being a party in your plot. I anfwered, laugh-
ing, that I was very well acquainted with the weak-
nefs of the chancellor,  who though a worthy cha-
ralter, had fuffered himfelf to be ‘led by his nephew
Ifmailow, a man jealous of my good fortune, and at
enmity with one of my friends, Kuzneczow. 1 in-
formed the governor, that Ifmailow had compofed a
fittion, which had turned the chancellor’s head ;
and then, without hefitation, I related all that had
happened. My ftory put the governorinto a chear.
ful humour. He fent for the chancellor, who was
furprized to find me feated with the governor. The
latter began the converfation by acquainting him
that he had informed me the whole of the chan-
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cellor’s fufpicions ; and that, on the other hand,1
had acquainted him with all that had pafled between
us. The chancellor feemed to pay very little at.
tention to this, but told me flatly that 1 was guilty,
and that he repented the indulgence he had fhewn
me in regard to time; but as he was fo lucky asto
find me in a place of furety, he thould exhibit his
proofs, and had no doubt but they would be fufii-
cient to induce the governor to fend me to prifon,
He then drew out of his pocket a letter from his
nephew, which contained a confirmation of his
firlt accufation, and an appeal to Meflrs. Bofcarew
and Zablikow, which, when he had read, he de.
manded of the governor whether he had reafon or
no to accufe me. The governor feemed to hefitate;
butl feized the moment to propofe, that thofe two
witnefles might be fent for, and promifed thatl
would own myfelf guilty, if they could prove the
leaft delinquency againft me. In fupport of my
propofition, I obferved, that he well knew Ste-
phanow to be my irreconcilable enemy, and that Bof-
carew and Zablikow were his intimate friends ; who,
confequently, were in no danger of giving a flatter-
ing depofition in my favour. I requefted, more.
over, that the governor would permit me to retire
into his cabinet during the examination.

This propofal was agreed to by the goverror, and
the chancellor was in the greateft rage to fee hims
felf dared to this point. He therefore required
them to be fent for, andas I had told him they
were then with Stephanow, the meflengers were
fent directly thither. In the mean time I took the
liberty to rally the chancellor on his difcovery. But
the governor protefted, that if the alarm he had
raifed fhould prove unfounded, he would break off
his friendfhip with him. _

At length, however, the two witnefles were an-

nounced, and I retired. The chancellor fhewed theﬁn
the
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the letter, and they replied, that they !mew the hand
writing perfe&tly, though they were ignorant of the
fubjeét on which it was written, and, in a word,
they knew mothing of any plot. They obferved
that it was true that they were intimate with Mr.
Stephanow, who had complained to them againft
me, in confequence of which they had declared
themfelves my enemies, and had fought occafions
of quarrelling with me; but that their oppofition
was perfonal, and did mot require them to depart
from their charalers as men of veracity. To this
they added, that they recollected perfectly well, that
Mr. Ifmailow had fome days before related to them
a feigned ftory, contrived by himfelf, and had mif-
led them fo far as to caufe them to feek opportu-
pities of quarrelling, with a view to do me a mif-
chief. Baut that fince they had found that the
whole of Mr. Ifmailow’s narration was falfe, they
had given up their quarrel, and were much morti-
fied to find, that they had been fo far miiled and
involved ; though they could not avoid exprefling
their determination, that Ifmailow fhould feoner or
later give them an account of his condust.

After this declaration, the governor politely dif-
miffed Meflrs. Bofcarew and Zablikow, with the re-
queft that they would continue to entertain the fame
fentiments of efteem and friendfhip for me. He
then brought me out of his cabinet to be a witnefs
of the confufion of the chancellor, who {fcarcely
durft look me in the face. 1did not fail, however,
to do my utmoft to reftore his confidence : and, by
dint of mntreaty,I at laft prevailed on him to fpeak.
He apologized for his error, by laying the blame
on the malice of his nephew, againft whom he
breathed forth imprecations. He made the beft ex-
cufes he could to the governor, who let him under-
dtand that he did not approve fuch liberties, Thus

the
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the whole bufinefs of conciliation fell upon e,
which, however, I performed with fuccefs, by the
help of a few glaffes of brandy.

This affair being accomplifhed, I went to Madame
Nilow and her daughter, who received me with open
arms. The account I gave of what had pafled alto.
nithed and alarmed them for the moment ; but the
happy termination was very fatisfactory to them all
more efpecially Mifs Aphanafia, who was not a litle
uneafy at the beginning of my narrative. I then
took my leave, and bleffed the happy chance that had
afforded me the means of receiving into my party
two fuch dangerous evidences, whofe intimate ac.
quaintance with all our defigns had put us completely
in their power.

CHAPR
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G H AR - XXV

Proceedings of the government of Kamchatka, in con-
Jfequence of the dijcovery of the Count’s plan to libe-
rate the exiles

ON my return home, Idined, and after dinner
the ceremony of the reception of Meflrs. Bolcarew
and Zablikow was performed: after which I pro-
ceeded to relate to my companions the dangers I
had pafled, and publickly thanked our new afloci-

ates for their eminent fervice.

We pafled the evening together, and I did not
uit the meeting, till I was informed of the arrival
of the chancellor, who came to complete our recon-
ciliation. 1 remcaftrated ftrongly with him on the
abfurdity of his condué¢t, and affured him that,
though I had done my beft to reconcile him with
the governor, he muft not attribute this proceed-
ing tomy want of a due {enfe of the injury I fuf-

- tained, but to a defire of feeing harmony prevail

among the chiefs. 1 obferved, that he ought to
have miftrufted the infinuations of his nepiiew after
the former difcovery of his plot, and the falfehood
he had been proved to be guilty of. And I con-
cluded by informing him, that I was willing to
overlook this fecond affront; but that if he thould
fuffer himfelf to be mifled into fuch an error a third
time, I would rot fail tofeek my revenge. The
chancellor protefted that in future he would a&
with fincerity towards me, and we parted good
friends.

On
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On the 12th, 1 received a letter from Mr. Kuz.
neczow, wherein he informed me that Mr. Clurin
was bufy in fitting out his veflel, but that it was
impoflible to elear the ice during the prefent month
That he would anfwer for the taking of the re.
doubt, the fire of which would prote& the thip,
while the veflel in return would clear the approaches
to the redoubt: That Mr. Clurin was difpofed to
thare our fortune art all rifks, as he had his lady
with him: And laftly, he concluded his letter by
intreating me to facilitate the means of his female
friend joining him. 7The friendfhip and attachment
of Mr. Kuzneczow entitled him to every return in
my power ; for which reafon I charged Sibaew,
who brought the letter, to fend La Kufmika to
Cfekawka in one of the boats.

After dinner I was feized with a violent cholie,
fucceeded by a fever, which forced me fo go to bed,
In thenight I grew worfe, which obliged me to fend
for Mefirs. Cruftiew and Panow, to whom I intrufted
the care and fuperintendence of the company.

On the 13th, Mr. Cruftiew having acquainted
Mifs Aphanafia with my illnefs, fhe haftened to
fee me. and, as I was informed after my recovery,

' mever quitted my bed-fide, nor fuffered any other
perfon to attend me. ‘I'he fever continued, without
any regular period, during the 14th, 15thand 16th.
Onthe 17th Mr. Meder bled me, and on the 18th
he prefcribed an emetic, by which treatment the
fever left me on the 1gth.

On the 2cth, T was able to quit my bed, and Mifs
Aphanafia informed her mother of my recovety,
who came together with her other children, to con-
gratulate me on the occafion. It was at this time I
was informed of the fervices Mifs Aphanafia had
done; I thanked her with the utmolft fincerity, and
was convinced that ‘my gratitude affected her ex-
ceedingly. After the departure of Madame Nilow,
though her daughter ftaid with me, Mr. Cruftiew
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gave me an account that all our arrangements were
in good order, and that the tranquillity which pre-
vailed every where with refpect to our interefts was
fuch that we had no reafon for any apprehenfions.

On the 21ft, I thought it neceffary to perfuade
Mifs Aphanafia to return home, for which purpofe
I reprefented to her that her prefence was neceflary
to prevent our being furprized, for want of that in-
formation refpeting what pafled at her father’s,
which no one could better obtain than herfelf.
For thefe reafons I urged her to return as {peedily
as poffible : fhe admitted their force, and left me
with tears.

After her departure, Mr. Cruftiew informed
me of his fufpicions that the chancellor, in con-
jun&ion with the hettman, was meditating our de-
ftru@ion: For the hettman, he underftood, was
gone two days before to Verchney Oftrogg, and he
had every reafon to believe that the adventure of
the death of Levontiew was his motive, becaufe
Bofcarew and Zablikow had received a letter from
Ifmailow, who fuppofed them ftill his friends, in
which he informed them of the difcovery of an af-
faffination committed by my order. In confirma-
tion. of this opinion Mr. Cruftiew thewed me.the
letter, which clearly convinced me, that it became
us to prepare for an open attack: for though I was
well aflured -that the circumftances which had ac-
companied the death of Levontiew could not be
brought in evidence againft me, yet i had juft reafon
to fear that the depofition of the tajon, who had put "
the letter direfted to the governor into my hands,
would produce an effett which, fupported by the
credit of the chancellor and hettman, could not fail
to overthrowme. The more I reflected on this bu-
finefs, the more critical I found it,and as I was (till
too weak to fit up for any length of time, I gave
Mr. Cruftiew a charge to admit the two exiles, com-

panions
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panions of Mr. Ivafkin, into our fociety, as I wag
fufficiently convinced of their attachment. This
was done the fame day, and they were fo well [atifs
fied with this mark of confidence, that they thanked
me on their knees for the favour I had beftowed op
them, as, they faid, of receiving them into my com.
pany, and giving them an opportunity either of
avenging themfelves of the unjuft government which
had opprefled them, or of dying in the attempt,

On the 22d, I affembled the whole compary, and
caufed arms and the neceflary ammunition “to be
diftributed to each, in order that, in cafe our dwel.
lings thould be invefted, they might not be unpros
vided; and as there was reafon to fear an attack n
the night, 1 gave regular orders for a guard and
patrole. The arms were diftributed in the night for
the greater fecrecy.

On the 23d, Mifs Aphanafia came to fee me incog.
nito. She informed me, that her mother wasin
tears, and her father had talked with her in a man-
ner which gave reafon to fear that he fufpeted our
plot. She conjured me to be careful, and not to
come to the fort, if fent for, She exprefled her
fears that it would not be in her power to come to
me-again, but promifed the would, in that cafe, fend
her fervant; and fhe intreated me, at all events,
if I fhould be compelled to ufe force againft go-
vernment, that I would be careful of the life of her
father, and not endanger my own, I tenderly em-
braced this charming young lady, and thanked her
for theintereit fhe took in my prefervation ; and as
it appeared important that her abfence fhould not
be difcovered, I begged her to return, and recome
mend the iffue of our intentions to good fortune.
Before her departure I reminded her to look mi-
nutely after her*father, and to find me a red ribband
in cafe government fhould determine to arreft or at-
tack me,and, in the fecond place, that at the mo:nent
of
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of an alarm the would open the fhutter of her win-
dow, which looked to the garden, and caufe 2 fledge
to be laid over the ditch onthat fide. ~She promiled
to comply with my inftrutions, and confirmed her
promifes with vows and tears. :

As foon as Mifs Aphanafia was gone, I thought it
proper to fet up a pole for the conveniency ,Of
hoifting a light, and, at the fame time, I fent 1n-
ftructions to my companions that the light fhould
be the fignal for rallying.

On the 24th, being bufied in preparing againft
every f{urprize, I caufed a bridge to be broken down,
which had been laid over a ravine that feparated us
from the town ; and, initead of the bridge, I caufed
a fingle plank to be laid ; over which no more than
one perfon could pafs at a time. At three in the
afternoon, Mr. Cruftiew informed me that the
hettman was on his return, and had brought with
him the tajon in queftion, and that Ifmailow was
likewife with his uncle. This information was fuf-
ficient to point out the fteps it became us to take ;
but,in order to obtain a more perfett knowledge of
the ftate of affairs, we fent ten of our affociates of
the party of Bolcarew on difcovery. They did not
return till very late in the evening, and reported,
that the hettman had had a long conference with
the chancellor, and that about five in the evening,
they had waited on the governor, accompanied f)y
Ifmailow and' a Kamfchadal chief. This report
caufed us to double our guard and patrole, and the
whole fociety remained under arms.

“On.the 25th, in*the morning, Mifs Aphanafia’
fervant brought me a red ribband. She told me
verbally, to beware of coming to the fort; that
her miltrefs, as'well as Madame Nilow, was in tears,
as the governor had treated them with great feverity,
and had even firuck his lady. = About ten o’clock

1
the governor fent a ferjeant to e, to invite me to’

breakfaft ;

w

i o0




222 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

breakfaft; to which I anfwered, that as I was not
quite recovered of a dangerous illnefs, I could not
wait upon him then, but hoped I fhould be able to
have that pleafure to-morrow. The ferjeant an.
fwered by advifing me to go by fair means, if I did
not with to be dragged to the fort by main force,
Tothis I replied in fhort, by defiring him to mind
his own bufinefs, and carry my anfwer; at the
fame time that I advifed him to make his confeffion
before he ventured to come on any fuch enterprize,

About noon I faw the hettman coming towards
our houfe. I received him very politely, and he in-
formed me that he came on the part of the governor '
to perfuade me to come to the fort,  The bufinefs,
he told me in confidence, was to difcufs one of the
ridiculous fancies of the chancellor, which I might
cafily overthrow, and confequenily, that I ought to
make no difficulty in accompanying him.  But
when I replied, that my illnefs did not permit me
to wait upon the governor, and that I certainly
thould not go that day, he became angry, and
threatened to force me thither by his Coflacks. I
laughed at his threats, which did not tend to reftore
his calmnefs. He called out to his Coffacks to come
in and compel me to follow him. I whiltled, and

; five of my companions inftantly ruthed in, and dif-
armed the hettman and two Coflacks, to whoml
declared that they were my prifoners.

After this ftroke, the hettman afked permiffion to
write to the governor, and I promifed to difpatch
a letter from him, provided it was firt fubmitted to
my perufal.  In his letrer he propofed to the go-
vernor to enter into terms with me, at the fame
time informing him that he was himfelf detained as
a prifoner. Together with his letter I fent one in
uy ewn name to the governor, in which I explained
that the premeditated treachery of the chancellor,
which I was {ufficiently informed of, had induced

me
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me to take this ftep, and that I entreated him not
to confider it as an attempt to incite an infurrection,
as it depended on his excellency’s pleafure to permit
me to depart for Lopatka.

About five in the evening, the governor fent me
word, that if I did not fet the hettman at liberty, I
thould pay for my infolence at the price of my life ;
that my trial would be proceeded on in full aflembly
the next day, where, if I fhould be found innocent,
he would take care that I fhould receive fatif-
faction from the chancellor ; but that, in cafe I was
confcious of gujlt, he advifed me to come and apply
to the goodnefs and clemency of the throne for my
pardon.

In a written anfwer to this meflage I replied, that
if mylelf alone were perfonally concerned, I would
not hefitate a moment to appear before him; but
as the chief of a party, acknowledged as f{uch by his
own proper order, I could not at without confulting
my companions: and, as it was late, I propofed
likewife to. confult them on the morrow. I added,
that my perfonal condudt, as well as the liberty of
the hettman, would depend on their decifion.

At nine in the evening I fent a party of fix af-
fociates to feize the chancellor, but he took care not
to ftir out of the fort: in his ftead, however, they
brought me Ifmailow, his nephew, Szudeikin, his
fecretary, and the tajon, who was intended to be
produced in evidence againft me.

On the 26th, I received two red ribbands from
Mifs Aphanafia, at the fame time that I learned
from one of our affociates, that the governor had
fummoned a council, at which no one could give
an account how Ifmailow and the tajon had been
carried off ; that, as no witneffes appeared, the go-
vernor had reproached the chancellor, and threaten.
ed him with the effects of his anger, calling him a
traitor, who took a pleafure in exciting difturbances;
and laftly, that every one was perfuaded that, the

v accufation
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accufation of the chancelior being falfe, Ifmailow
and the tajon had difappeared, becaufe incapable of
ftanding the examination. He further reported,
that the governor, enraged at the witneffes not ap-
pearing, had difmifled the council, and retired to the
fort,

At eleven o’clock T received a meffage that the
governor was convinced of my innocence, and con.
fented that the company thould keep Mr. Hettman
as an hoftage ; but that, for the fake of the form, he
would fend four foldiers for me, to whom he begged
me to furrender. In reply to this meffage I an-
fwered, that 1 would entirely depend on the word
and honour of the governor, who might fend his
guard for me, and that in the mean time I would do
every thing in my power to perfuade my aflociates
to confent to my departure, which I had no doubt
they would agree to, in confideration of their hold-
ing the hettman as an hoftage.

Immediately after I had difmiffed this meflenger,
I received another, with a letter from Mifs Aphanafia,
who intreated me to come to the governeor, and af-
fured me that her father was more prejudiced in my
favour than ever. Icould depend on the integrity
and attachment of this amiable young lady, and
her letter might have its influence on me, if I had
not obferved that it contained many clippings of red
ribband, which {hewed me in what manner to pro-

| ceed. [ therefore gave orders to Meflrs. Baturin,

Wynbladth, and Panow, to place themfelves at the
head of their divifions, in readinefs to a& in the
night, as I expetted an attack, from the infor-
mation 1 had received, that the foldiers of the
garrifon, as well as the Coflacks of the town, were
bufied in preparing their arms. Qur number
araounted to fifty-feven perfons, but Mr. Cruftiew
informed me that he bad fent an order to Mr.

Kuzneczow
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Mr. Kuzneczow to return with his people, and
that he expefted him at the clofe of the night.
In order that I might not be taken by furprize,
I formed three divifions, who ftationed themfelves
round my houfe, while the fourth divifion re-
mained within.

Lol AP T RXYIL

The Government fends a military force to take the
Count prifoner—The exiles oppofe them, and by
their fuperior bravery and military fhilly affifted
by a fortunate concurrence of events, t/Jc’y gain
poffeffion of the fort—The Governor is flain in the

attack.

A T five in the evening, I obferved a corporal with
four grenadiers, who came and ftopped at my door,
where they called out to me to open it by order of
the Emprefs. 1 jocularly anfwered that he lied, for
that the Emprefs being at Peterfburgh, would not
honour fuch a rafcal as him with her orders; but
told him that if he thought proper to behave with
civility, we might perhaps tranfa& our affairs in an
amicable manner. Upon this he faid, that the
governor had informed him that it was agreed I

dhould follow him, and confequently that he was

ready to comply with my wifhes in every refpe. I
then propofed that he fhould enter alone to drink a
glafs with me, and afterwards take charge of fome
papers that were neceffary to be prefented to the
governor. © He confented, and I accordingly ad-
mitted him, fhutting the door after him, at which

Vor. L Q inftant
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inftant he beheld four piftols prefented to his breaft, |

and was threatened with inftant death if he fhould

dare to utter a fingle word. ~ After conduéting him |

into my chamber, 1 queftioned him concerning every
particular I was defirous of knowing, and when his
depofition was finithed, I ordered him to call the
foldiers one by one, each by name, to come in and

drink a glafs, which he was forced to comply with. |

In this manner I became mafter of the detachment,
which I caufed to be bound, and depofited fafely in
the cellar.

‘At nine in the evening I received notice that 2
detachment had been obferved on their way to-
wards the ravine. I therefore took the detachmerit
of Wynbladth with me, and called out to them not:
to attempt to pafs. They anfwered by feveral muf- |
ket fhot; in return for which I oerdered my party
tc fire on thofe who were foremoft, and after three
had fallen the detachment remained motionlefs, and |
lay clofe with their faces to the ground. I could
eafily obferve however that the officer had dif- |
patched a man towards the fortrefs, no doubt with
the intention of requetiing affiftance. For this |
reafon 1 fent out a perfon upon difcovery, but no-
thing was perceived *till about eleven o’clock, when

I teceived information that a body of troops were :

advancing towards our rear, and that from the
noife there was reafon to believe they had cannon
with them. I gave orders to Mr. Wynbladth to
oblerve the detachment at the travine, and after §
caufing the divifion of the center to join me, I my-
{elf advanced towards the enemy’s troops. Before
we met, I faw Mr. Stephanow, who, though fcarcely
able to walk, came armed, and had only time t0
tell me that he came to conquer or die with me.
This refolution fécured him my efteem; for the’
the poor man could {carcely fupport himfelf, he
neverthelefs did every thing in his power to eh
courage the aflociates,

‘When




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 22"

“When we came within the diftance of fifty paces,
the commanding officer of the detachment called
out to us to furrender ourfelves prifoners, other-
wife he would not fpare us. I replied that it was
neceffary we thould know the conditions, and he
in return afked what conditions I wifhed to propofe.
Our conference led us within fifteen paces of them,
at which diftance we began our fire, and our ad-
verfaries were fo ditheartened at our firft difcharge,
that they left their cannon and fled hattily towards
the wood. The officer was highly to blame in
this refped, for if he had retired towards the for-
trefs, we could never have forced it. His mifcon-
du& infpired me with hope.. No more than a

. fhort quarter of an hour was required to collect

my people. I availed myfelf of their artillery, to
fire on the detachment placed behind the ravine;
and my fire, though in the air, prevented any of
them from venturing to rife; fo that I had perfect
liberty to approach the fort. - The centinel feeing us
come with cannon, took us for the detachment, and,
after challenging us, afked if we had brought the pri-
{oners, to which I caufed one of my people to anfwer
in the affirmative. The man then worked like a fury
to lower the drawbridge; which done, we entered
with fpirit, and finding only twelve men of the
guard, they were quickly difpatched. ~While a
party of my aflociates mounted to clear the cafe-
mates, I caufed the drawbridge to be raifed, and
placed a guard. Thefe precautions being taken, as
I heard a firing in the court, and faw that my
comrades were faftening the petard to force the
inner gates, I ventured to pafs through a window
which I found open. Madame Nilow and her
children, at fight of me, implored my protettion
to fave their father and hufband. I immediately
haftened to his apartment, and begged him to go
his childrens room to preferve his life; but he

Q2 anfwered

Ry
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anfwered that ‘he would firft take mine, and in. Fi

ftantly /fired a piftol, which wounded me - I was
defirous, neverthelefs, of preferving him, and cen-

tinued ‘to reprefent that'all'refiftance would be ufe. &

lefs, for which reafon I intreated him to retire,
His wife and children ‘threw ‘themfelves  on their
knees, ‘but nothing would avail ¢ he flew upon me,
feized me by the throat, “and left ‘me no other al.
ternative than ‘either to give up my own life, or
run my fword through his ‘body. At this inftant the
petard exploded and burft the outer gate. The fe-
cond was open, and I -faw ‘Mr. Panow . enter at the
head of a party. 'He entreated the governor to
let me go, ‘but not beftig able 'to prevail on him,
he fet me at liberty by fplitting ‘his fkull.

April 27th. ‘No'words can defcribe the unhappy
fcene this event produced : ' Madame Nilow 'fell at
my feet, her daughters fainted, and the firmnefs
of my mind was fearcely equal to the-thock. I was
ready to fink to the ground, when Mr. Panow fee.
ing me in this fituation obliged ‘meto iquit the
apartment, and ‘aflured me that ‘hewould take care
of Madame Nilow'and her family. 'He begged ‘T
would ‘haften to a party of my aflociates, ‘who were
ftill fighting ‘with the foldiers. 'Fwent out mto the
court, where I faw anew fpectacle ; it was covered
‘with dead and wounded, fome of whom informed me
that our companions were bufied in forcing a fub-
terraneous place, in which feveral foldiers had taken
refuge.  I'made hafte tofave the livesof thefe unfor-
tunate men, and having met with Mr. Wynbladth
and Crultiew, with four other aflociates, quickened
my {teps towards thebaftion under which the- cafe-
mate was, ‘when all atonce we heard a mufket fhot,
and the' cry/of enemies. Thefe fhots were followed
by regular dilcharges, whith convinced us that they
could 'not proceed from. the fire of our people, who
were difperfed in various'places. "We therefore ré-

turned
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in. ,%-‘e:t'urned to our centine], who kept conftantly calling
vas g out, the enemy! When we came to him, and
e mounted the banquet of the pahfme, we faw a large
fe. & "iparty of Coffacks making preparations for an attack.
re, B0 In confequence of this, T detached Mr. Wynbladth
cir B to collect all the aflociates, leaving only a guard of
B four men to watch over the foldiers in the calemate ;
1l *3‘ and in the mean time I was forced to fuftain a brifk

attack. It was a fortunate circumftance, however,
® that the ladders which the Coffacks had brought
8 were too fhort, and the obfcurity of the night did
fnot permit our enemies to obferve the weakeft
places of the fort. Their continual fire aflifted us
' to direct our murering pieces at them, which flew
) ‘} fourteen men in ten minutes, while no one on our
 fide had received a wound. On the arrival of Mr.

' two three -pounders on the platform two rounds

{Z o ¥ from thefe were fufficient to difperfe our military
.. B opponents.

‘e W After their retreat, as we had reafon to fear a
: }ﬁ fecond attempt, ‘we bufied ourfelves in mounting
I «and charging all the cannon of the place, and
- B = afterwards cleared the court-yard and cafemates
X :L of the dead.: The aflociates obeyed my orders
i B with the greateﬁ; zeal and altivity; fo that at
: & three in the morning every thing was in perfedt

9 '; order.

CIIAP@
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CH &Py XXVIIL

The proceedings of the Count and bhis party of exiles§
Jrom the time of gaining poffeffion of the fort, tog
the time of the furrender of the military force off
the government, who gave hoffages to the Count§

THF. centinel of the baftion having heard aff
fecond noife on the city fide, 1 went up myfelf and§
faw feveral lighted torches in motion, which deter-§
mined me to fend out fome perfons to make difco-§
veries- - Mr. Crultiew undertook this commiffion,§
with two of the aflociates. :
After their departure 1 fent to requeft permiffion
to fee Madame Nilow, which being granted, I wait-§
ed upon her and found her on her bed. lthreww
mylelf at her feet to beg her pardon for having§
been the invcluntary caufe of the death of her huf- 1
band, and intreated her to confider my behaviour §
towards him, when I was defirous of preferving hisj§
life at the rifk of my own. Her grief, extreme as§
it was, did not urge her to make any reproaches:
the only afked for her children, and begged thatf§
the guard Mr. Panow had fet over herfelf and them i
might be withdrawn. But when I informed her§
that the guard was defigned merely for her prefer-§
vation, the confented that it might remain. With{§
refpect to her children 1 was ignorant where they§
had been fecured; but a fervant informed us that$
Mr. Panow had conduéted them into the hall, and &
had taken care to have them bled by Mr. Lapin.§
This fuggeftion reminded me of the propriety off§
Madame Nilow’s undergoing. the fame operation,
to which fhe confented : I therefore haftened to fend ¢
Mr, Lapin i@

e

i
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Mr. Lapin with direétions for that purpofe ; and as
I did not think it decent to intrude mylelf upon a
family fo overwhelmed with misfortune, I recom-
mended to this gentleman to ufe every care and
attention in his power to mitigate the diftrefles of
their fituation.

When I went out to vifit the pofts, I received ad-
vice that Mr. Cruftiew had returned, and I there-
fore went to enquire what he had difcovered. He
informed me that the town was entirely abandoned
by the men; that the hettman, delivered from his
imprifonment by a party of men, had armed all the
Coffacks, and had retired to the heights at halfa
league diftant from the fort, where he declared he
would ftarve us ont ; and his troops did not amount
to lefs than feven or eight hundred men.

On this information I affembled my companions,
and reprefented to them that we were certainly out
of the danger of an attack in the fort, but that if we
fhould defer the taking a fpeedy refolution to att
without lofing a fingle moment, we thould, perhaps,
find ourfelves, in the courle of twenty-four hours, fo
well invefted, that we thould not be able to get out,
and by that means fhould be reduced to furrender
at difcretion from mere bhunger. I informed the
company of the report of Mr. Cruftiew, and re-
quefted every one to give his advice refpeéting the
proper fteps to be taken in the prefent ftate of em-
barrafflment. But as no plan was agreed on, I
difclofed mine, whichI had already formed before-
hand, the moment I was informed of the refolution
of Mr. Hettman. It was as follows:

I declared my refolution to fend a detachment of
twenty-two or twenty-four affociates into the town,
to drive all the women and children into the church ;
that as foon as they fhould be there fecured, all the
furniture of wood and other combuftible matters
which could be found, fhould be piled round the

church
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church ; and when every thing fhould be thus dif-
pofed, which was very poflible to be done before
day-break, notice fhould be given to the women to
prepare themfelves for death, at the fame time that
they fhould be informed that the determination of
their hufbands to oppofe us by force had lef: us no
other expedient than to facrifice their families. And
laftly, that after this declaration it fhould be pro-
poled to the women to fend three of their number,
with twelve young girls, to their parents, to require
them to lay down their arms.

The company agreed to this propofal, and Mr.
Panow undertook to carry it into execution. But
he obferved that it was neceflary, in his opinion, to
convey the body of the governor into the fame
church, with the intention of more effectually in-
timidating the women. After his departure I gave
the neceffary orders, and the body of this unfortu-
nate chief, whofe life had been ever dear to me, was
inftantly carried to the place of deftination.

The continual hurry of a&ion had made me for-
get my wound; but I was defirous of taking ad-
vantage of this moment of tranquillity, and accord-
ingly fent for Mr. Lapin, who declared that the con-
fequences might be dangerous, becaufe I had fuffered
the blood to coagulate. Infaé the froft had con-
gealed a large quantity, and, in order to thaw
it, I was obliged to approach the fire, which
gave me the moft excruciating pain. I could not
fland up nor walk until Mr. Lapin bad extratted
the ball, in which operation I found him very {kilful.
After my wound had been drefled, as I was not
capzble of ufing my leg, he caufed me to be con-
veyed into the chamber where the reft of the
wounded men were, and where I had the mortifi-
cation to fee nine dead, and feven dangeroufly
wounded of my party, with more than fifty foldiers
of the garrifon wounded; the dead having been

thrown
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thrown into one of the baftions. 'When Thad given
orders that the neceflfary afliftance might be admi.
niftered to all who were in want of it, I retired into
the hall of the chancery to reft; but my uneafi-
nefs refpecting the fuccefs of my project, did not
permit me to take any repofe until the return of
Mr. Panow, who related that he had thut up more
than a thoufand women, girls and infants, who had
all unanimoufly requefted leave to fend fome one of
their number to their hufbands, whom they pro-
mifed to bring back to our feet,

The day beginning to appear, I thought proper
to haften this expedition, and determined to fend
one of my aflociates with the woman, beating a drum
as the fign of a parley, at the fame time that he
fhould carry a proper fummons to the following
effect :

“ We are informed of the refolution you have
¢ taken to block us up in the fort, and reduce us
“ to the neceflity either to perith by bunger, or have
“ recourfe to your mercy by furrendering at dif-
¢ cretion. This refolution thews very little judg-
“ ment on your part; for in truth it is impoflible
¢ for you to perfuade us that your determinations
“ are direted to this end, while you have left in
our power the moft precious depofit which nature
has given you, your wives, your daughters, and
your childten; who muft fecure us from you
fenfelefs rage, unlefs you are monfters abhorred
by nature. You will be the real executioners
of your families, and their blood will cry out for
vengeance againit you. It remains in the mean
time for you to adopt one of the two propofitions
we here make.

“ 1. We demand that, one hour after the recep-
tion of this meflage, you fhall fer at liberty the
four affociates you made prifoners at the time the
© hettman was fet at liberty ; and that afterwards

* you

11
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¢ you fhall lay down your.arms, and prefent yout-
¢« felves unarmed at the fort, in order that we may
« take hoftages from amongft you, which may be
« neceffary to prevent fuch incidents as may heres
¢ after occafion new hoftilities.
« 5. That, on vour refufal to comply with thefe
propofals, we will fet fire to the church in which
your wives and children are confined. It fhall be
their tomb; their cries will convince you of the
accomplifhment of our refolution,
¢« We fend the prefent to you at nine o’clock §
precifely; haften to affemble, and carry into exe- §
cution fuch refolutions as you may judge moft
fuitable to your prefent fituation. Our refolu- @
tion fhall be carried into effe at ten precifely.” &
After having caufed the prefent writing to be
figned by the chiefs of our aflociation, I {ent Si- &
beaw towards the Coffacks, with four women and |
twelve children.
Afeer the departure of our meffenger the afociates §
bufied themfcives in amafling the wood of chairs, §
tables, &ec. and different utenfils round the church. §
bout eight o’clock Madame Nilow afked to fpeak [
with me; but when fhe heard that 1 could not rife to F
pay my refpeds to her, fhe came herfelf, with her}
voungeft daughter. The fatigue I had endured§
throughout the night, and the effufion of blood which g
had altered my countenance, made her to forget
her own grief. She ran towards me, and her firlt g
words, which exprefled her fears for my fituation, &
afforded no fmall confolation to my mind. This &
worthy lady, after fhewing a proper {enfe of thes
lofs of her hufband, told me, that, though propricty i
forbad her feeing me, fhe could not avoid declar
ing at that moment that fhe acknowledged my in-f§
nocence in all that had pafied ; and that {he had with
wonder beheld my forbearance, at the time when
wounded by her hufband, and in the moft imminent |§
g danger fi
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:; danger of my life, T did not ufe my arms againft
g him. For this caufe, {h.e faid, I was J}lﬂ'li‘lcd in her
h opinion; but that, as it would be impoffible for
her to make the public adopt the fame {entiments,
o fhe had refolved to retire immediately after the
b funeral of her bufband ; for the performance of
3 which {h? requefted my Permlﬁxon.and {upport.
L She continued her ‘difcourfe by tell}ng me, that,
3 with regard to her daughter, as fhe faw her firmly
B attached to my perfon, and could not expofe her
fe_ to the refentment of he.r filters and her i‘amil.y, {he
e confented to put her into my hands, provided I
. would promife to eftablifh her in the manner 1 had
5 affured her, by marriage. In this fitvation, urged
l.)e 5 by the neceffity of calming the mind of an unhappy
™ mother, whofe virtue and ﬁri}mefs of foul I ‘Qave
P every reafon to admire, I promiledall fhe required.
4 She then embraced her daughter, advifed her al-
b ways to preferve the fame attachment to me, Pand
- withed her every happu}efs ; and at laft haftily rifing,
ol fhe paffionately exclaimed, you are the caufe of
‘—al; _. the lofs of her father, become her hufband, and be
a father to her!
12 § She departed, and her daughter informed me that
o fhe had been tormented by the reproaches of her
G E fifters, who openly accufed her of having been in
b the plot, though fhe w.ould have g]a@]y confented
o o the lofs of her own life to have preferved that of
a her father. At thefe words fhe burft into tears,
in’ but continued her difcourfe by obferving, that, in
t;; the prefent fituation, no other refource oftered itfelf
- to her but to follow me: but, in order that the
-:ty ;/ public might not reproach her mother for having
"Bt confented to her departure with me, fhe 1‘cquc!’iea
ﬁ'h that I would caufe her to be carried off. Ipromifed

to proceed accordingly ; after which fhe likewile
retired, withing me fuccels in the conduct of my en-
terprize.

A &
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At a quarter after nine, having received no ams |
fwer from the Coflacks, I ordered four fires to be

lighted, at the diftance of three fathoms from each
angle of the church. At half an hour after nine,
I received intelligence that a number of handker-
chiefs were feen faftened to piquets on the mouns
tain, with which fignzls were made. At three

guarters after nine, about fifty men were feen run. §

ning with all their force towards the fortrefs, but
without arms, which led me to think that the
Coflacks had determined to furrender. At eleven
minutes after ten, two Coffacks appeared before me,
almoft breathlefs, who told me that they had been
difpatched to informy me that my firft propofition
was accepted, and that, in the courfe of half an hour,
the whole troop would prefent themfelves unarmed ;
for which reafon they begged me to proceed no fur»
ther until they could arrive.

A moment afterwards Sibeaw likewife arrived,
and declared that on the firft reading of his letter,
they had determined to march ftrait to the church
to deliver their families, but on being informed by
the women that the combuftible matters were piled
together, and the fire at hand, fo that their refolu-
tion would only haften the deftruction of {o many
innocent creatures, they entered into a debate,
which could end only in the imprifonment of the
hettman, whom they were bringing to me. Ata
quarter paft eleven, the troops at laft arrived, and as
1 bad given my orders to Mr. Panow, he caufed
thole to enter into the fort whom I had determined
on as holtages, and fent the others to the church
to bring their wives into the town. At the fame
time he took the precaution to fend a detachment to
the mountain, for the purpofe of guarding the arms
fhould be removed into the fort. Every
g thus in'a ftate of tranquillity, I caufed

the
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L 9the cafemate to be opened, out of which came forty-
two foldiers and the chancellor, whom T {ent to ac-

h . company the hettman. The number of our hof-
e, I8 tages amounted to fifty-two perfons, all principal
" Bl men of the place, whofe lives were to anfwer for
qe ¥ the behaviour of the people.

1+ §

It

Fged s ooy . e <ol 9.9 1, 74

Tranfaltions from the time of the receiving of hoftages
Sfrom the military of the province, to the final em-
barkation of the Count and bis party in the St. Peter
and St. Paul.

AT noon Mr. Panow made a review of our aflo-
 clates, and reported that Mr. Meder was not prefent.
- Search was made among the dead, but he was not

found, and we . were very uneafy concerning his
__ifate, until 'Mr. Cruftiew affured us that he believed
B he was fecurely -hidden at home, and that if I pleafed
to 'fend ‘he had o doubt but-he ‘would be fourd in
ithe oven. Mr. Panow immediately fent four arnied
ficompanions, who returned with him, but 'before
F #he was brought in, Mr. Cruftiew informed me that

% Mr. Meder had beenfound on ‘his knees, and that
¥ gon their entrance he cried out he was innocent,
r g nd knew nothing of the ‘plot. This recital made
s lauch, but Twas greatly furprized when I heard
* hat ‘Mr. Meder ftill believed that he was in the
fhands of ‘government. For the more perfect affur-
pnce of ‘this, I fent for him. At his firft appear-
BSRnce he threw' himfelf on ‘the ground, and repeated
Weeis oaths that he knew nothing of the plot.” "1 caufed
Beeaim ‘to be lifted up, but this did not prevent his

- 1— -4
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taking me for the Governor, and continuing his!l
delirium. It was not till after I had fhaken handsg
with him, and given him a glafs of brandy, that §
he came to himfelf, and freely related, that at the !
firft firing he withdrew into his houfe, and prayed tog
God for our prefervation, and that about day-break,
having heard the Coffacks knock at the door, he
f&mtcd away, and when he came to himfelf he was
convinced of our deftru&ion ; an idea which had
deprived him of his prefence of mind.

A;tcr taking a little refrethment; I gave my orders|
to each of the chiefs. Mr. Cruftiew was charged§
to go down the river to feize the corvette St. Puer
A..d 3t. Paul, with the affiltance of Mr. Kuzneczow}
and his party, and to bmn all the other ﬂu},s orf
barks. Mr. Baturin was ordered to examine thel§
magazine and the trgdﬁny, to make an inventory off
t‘o_u; contents. ~ Mr. Panow undertook to mper.
intend the funeral of the late governor, and the bu-
rial of the dead. Mr. Wynbladth had the care of
the military fervices ; and for my own part, as myj
wound became exceedingly painful, I was 1ncapable‘
of }Jnn orming any duty; but I placed all my hopel
in the fkill of Mr. Meder; for Mr. Lapin’s know-
ledge extended no further than to the treatment o
wounds.

In the evening Ientreated Madame Nilow to per§
mit me to fee her, but the refufed. In the nwhtl‘
Mifs Aphanafia came to fee me, and after e‘(prux'ng
her grief for my fulerings, fhe informed me that
Madame Nilow lnfC'lull.L‘ to dwut in two days, i
would be neceffary to carry her off as foon as poﬂl'
ble. 1 diflipated the auplchm ions of this amiabl
young lady, and afterwards had a light {leep.

On the 28th, every preparation be .aq ready fo
the funeral, I gave orders to acquaint Madam
Nilow that the ceremony waited for her order
She determined that it fhould be performed wxr 101
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delay. The whole town was therefore obliged to
repair to the church; and the burial was made with
the greatet pomp. Twenty-one guns were fired
from the fortrefs. After this ceremony I ordered
Mr. Panow to perfuade the archbifhop, either by |
threatenings or promifes, to preach a fermon in
the church in favour of the revolution we had pro-
duced, and afterwards to receive the oath of fidelity,
from all my companions towards me, upon the
gofpels at the altar, and that after all this ceremony
he fhould carry away the miraculous image of St.
Nicholas, in order that the liturgy might be duly
performed on board. This proceeding appeared to
me to be ufeful, as by means of their religious fu-
perftition, I might have the greater power over the
minds of fuch as were governed by the prejudices
of their faith. I paffed this day under a fever, and
was informed in the evening, that every thing had
been condulted in the beft poflible order. Towards
midnight the fever returned, and I had only time
to inftru&t Mr. Panow of my intention to carry off

Iifs Nilow, and to give him my reafons for fo
doing.

May the 2d. During the three foregoing days I
was delirious, in which time I was bled three times,
and Mr. Panow did not think proper to interrupt
me ; but at three in the afternoon Mr. Meder affirm-
ing that [ was out of danger, he informed me that
Mr. Cruftiew had taken pofleflion of the corvette,
and that the inventories of the contents of the ma-
gazines were made; the people being at prefent
bufied in colletting provifions for our voyage. And
laft of all he informed me, that Madame Nilow was
gone, and that the inftant before her departure the
came to fee me, and wept bitterly, without {peaking
a word. I then afked what was become of her
daughter, and he replied, that the evening before
the departure of her mother, he had caufed her to

s come
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come out of the window without the leaft knowledge
of her fifters, who, at their awaking, made a diftur-
bance.  But that their mother- having haftened
their departure, fhewed great figns of refentment
againft her daughter who had efcapedy by which
meansher other fifters were perfuaded that the difs
appearance of their youngeft fifter was voluntary.
He informed me, that fince their departure Milg
Aphanafia had pot quitted my bed-fide until this
day, after Mr. Meder had affured her that I was out
of danger, and perfuaded her to take fome reft.

In the evening, finding myfelf fomewhat ‘better,
T admitted the officers of my party and my aflociates, ®
to whom I exprefled my ftrong fenfe of their beha.
viour. This day 1 ordered rafts to be made, to
carry our artillery and ammunition on board the
veffel, and on this fame day likewife eighteen vo-
lunteers offered themfélves to follow my fortunes,
among whom was Kmailow, the nephew of the
chancellor. . This man had contrived fufferings for
the fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin, by
charging him with all the mifchief he had ‘himfelf
intended doing to the company; and during the
night, he infinuated himfelf fo well into the good opi:
nion of :my companions, that he obtained not only
his pardon from them, but likewife  their affiftance
to revenge himfelf on Szudeikin for feveral diffe:
rent proceedings.

"This rafcal conduéed them to the houfe of Szu.
deikin, who certainly had made no attempts to in-
jure us, where they dragged him out of bed, beat
him feverely, and after pillaging his houfe, left him
jalf dead.

On the 3d of May, after T'had .received an ac
count irom Mr. Panow of the condugt of Ifmailow,
1 caufed him to be put in irons. On the fame day
1 had the archives of the.chancery packed up, 10
carry them with. me. The .great -quantity of furs

which
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which my officers found in the magazines, made
me perfetly eafy, as to the means of providing
for the fubfiftance of all my companions on my ar-
tival in Europe. I therefore began to enjoy fome
calmnefs, when at ten o’clock Mifs Aphanafia came
to me. She at firft ufed every effort to conceal her
forrow and tears, but they at laft overcame her at-
tempts, arid, as fhe was opprefled by extreme grief,
I had not much difficulty in obtaining a knowledge
of what aflicted her. The information fhe had re-
ceived gave me great uneafinefs at firft; but at laft
{he infpired me with that refpet which a noble
confidence prodtices in all the affairs of life. This
amiable young lady put a letter into my hands, and
fimply faid, I know all, forgive the firft emotions
of grief; 1 am prepared, and you have no future
weaknefs to feaf. Surprized at the refolute tone
with which the pronounced thefe words, I opened
the letter: it was written by Stephanow, who in-
formed Mifls Aphanafia, that after having been
deceived and betrayed by me, fhe owed the moft
eminent vengeance to herfelf and family; to effect
which he offered his fervices. He informed her
that I was married, and confequently incapable of
placing her in any eftimable rank of life. He repre-
fented, that after this information, as {he could never
become my wife, the could not without dithonour
follow my party: and he finithed his letter by de-
claring, that he would efface her fhame by my
blood ; for which purpofe he waited only the re-
eftablithment of his health, in order to offer his
hand.

This letter, at any other time, would have in-
fpired me with pity for an unhappy man, who was
ruthing haftily to his deftrution; but at that mao-
ment it affeted me ftrongly. For I had propofed
to defer my confeflion until I could procure 2 pro.
per match for the young lady. In this ftate of afto-

-Vor. L R nifhment
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nithment fhe roufed me out of my reverie, by fay-
ing, ¢ Liften, my dear friend, do not afflié& your-
<« Lelf: your Aphanafia will not be unhappy. = She
¢ loves you, and will always love you. She can-
“ not call herfelf your wife, but you may keep
¢ her as your. child.” Immediately after whi(:h the

faid, ¢ Shall it not be fo, my dear papa.” This
ingenuity and freedom of clmaémr, u.u[el to the
heroic fentiments of fo amiable a perfon, went to

my heart, and I could not avoid paying tbe tribute
to fuch elevated fentiments. I begged her par-
don for having concealed my fituation from haew
and pleaded, in my juftification, that I was actuated
by a regard for my family, and connected with a
company whofe members had expofed their lives
to preferve mine; and, with a view to intereft her
ftill more, and obtain her indulgence, I likewife
urged, as an excule, the fentnmnts that I enter-
tained for her. My words, though very ill calcu-
lated for my juftification, were rcceived with fuch
intereft as fecured my pardon, which the pronounc-
ed by declaring, that nothing in the world could
deftroy her attachment for me. She added, that
fhe would be contented to live in the country where
I fhould fix my abode, and fhould enjoy perfett
"mnpinefs in {eeing me, and calling me father. Her
hopes, the faid, were to enjoy pcrfc& repofe in
the bofom of my family, as fhe was 'P!'oled to
renounce marriage intirely; and the only promile
the wquchul of me was, to confider her as my own
daughter, and permit her to change her dmthmb,
with a view that, when cloathed as a man, fhe
might be lefs cmhnr;f'n" to me.

Mr. Panow mt(um)rui our converfation. This
f;nmml friend being informed of what had pafled,
defired Jeave to go and deftroy his relation; but
foon after, hearing the refolution of Mifs Aphanafia,

he
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he threw himfelf at her feet, to render homage to
her courage. She at laft retired with that tran-
quillity of mind which can only refult from a refo-
lution firmly taken.  After her departure Mr.
Panow informed me, that he had heard the day
before, that Mifs Aphanafia had difcovered my
marriage, though he had not been able to difcover
the name of the perfon who had betrayed me. He
begged me to permit him to abandon his relation
to juftice, in order to deliver fociety from a mon-
fter, who, by his intrigues and wickednefs, might
hereafter lead the whole company to deftruction.
It was not without great difficulty that I could dif-
fuade him from his intentions, but at laft I{uc-
ceeded. At this inftant Mr. Baturin arrived, who
informed me he had been prefent at a fcene with
Mr. Stephanot, where Mifs Aphanafia having come
in, made the bittereft reproaches for his want of
attachment and fidelity to me. She declared that
the defpifed his charater and his perfon; that the
had never looked upon him in any other light
than as a monfter of impiety and ingratitude; that
he was bafely miftaken to think that fhe had ever
withed to become my wife, as the knew my fitua-
tion from myfelf: and that her determination to
attach herfelf to me was as a friend and daughter.
She finifhed her difcourfe by advifing Stephanow
to enter into his own breaft, to difmifs every idea
of love towards her, and alter his behaviour in
future. Stephanow, irtitated at this difcourfe, be-
¢ame furious, and took up one of the piftols-which
lay befide his bed ; but Baturin difarmed him, and
caufed him to be immediately condutted into a {epa-
rate houfe, where he was at that time, guarded by

two of the affociates.
This day I diftributed among my aflociates all
the money of the imperial cheft, and a quantity
R 2 : n:
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of filk, fattin, and taffaties. I likewile received 3
letter from Mr, Cruftiew, who prefled me to haften
to the port, in order to reftrain the aflociates, who
had behaved improperly to the natives.

May the 4th.  This day a council was held to
judge Mr. Stephanow, and fentence was pafled that
he fhould be excluded, in every refpet, from their
meetings, and from all command among the aflo-
ciates. Juft before the breaking up of the coms
mittee, Mifs Aphanafia prefented herlelf in the drefs,
and with the arms of a man, and the company
named her Achilles. Her figure in this drefs was
charming, and fhe certainly had as much courage
as it is poflible for a woman to have. About noon
the rafts being ready, I fent twenty five of the
affociates to the fea fide, with thirty-three hoftages
under their care, the charge of whom was em.
barraffing to me in the town. I likewile fent one
hundred and forty-fix fledges by land, loaded with
forces, to be embarked on board the corvette.

On the sth of May, 1771, I ordered the prieft
to celebrate folemn divine fervice, and at the read-
ing of the gofpel I caufed all the affociates who
were prefent to enter into an oath of fidelity to-
wards me. At the end of this fervice 1 gave an
entertainment at the fort, at which feveral of the
inhabitants were prefent. At half paft feven o’clock
I gave orders for our departure on the 6th +of
May.

On the 6th, after having nominated perfons to
the adminiftration, and caufed the inhabitants to
make oath that they would do nothing without
the confent of me or my companions, during the
whole time we fhould continue at Kamchatka, I
effeted my departure, and the bufinefs was tran{-
atted to the great contentment of both parties,
though from different caufes. At eleven o’clock
in the evening, I arrived at Tfekawka, where [

was
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was received with enthufiafm by my companions
and by Mr. Clurin, commander of the corvette,
who affured me that the veflel would be ready to
fail on the 11th of May.
On the 7th, after vifiting the works, 1 was fatif-
fed with the affiduity of my companions. My
fatisfa@ion was ftill greater to fee one hundred
and eighty Coffacks at work, whom they had forced
to affift them. This day Mr. Cruftiew warned me
that the Kamchadal tajon of Kawka had entered
‘nto an oath with a lieutenant of the garrifon,
who had efcaped, and had promifed to affaffinate
1e, at the fame time that he informed me that the
tajon was come, and requefted . permiffion to fpeak
t0 me. 1 gave immediate orders to feize him, and
bring him before me, where he denied the accufa-
tion, though he admitted that the lieutenant bad
made the propofal to him. A piftel found on this
emiffary aggravated his cafe, and convinced me
of the propriety of adminiftering to him fifty ftrokes
of a bludgeon. He had fearcely received twelve
before he confeffed his ‘crime, and declared that
the lieutenant was then with the tajon of a neigh-
bouring village, together with Mr. Gurgiew, bro-
ther in law to Mr. Cruftiew, who was ftrongly at-
tached to the late government. Upon this depofi-
tion, I fent Mr. Kuzneczow, with fix aflociates, to
{size the criminals, whom they brought back at five
o’clock. Their fentence, and its execution, was
deferred till the following day. On this day I re-
ceived a requeft from more than thirty women and
girls, who were defirous of following the fortune
of their friends, but as it was impoflible for us to
take fo large a number of people on board, three
only were accepted, and the others were refufed,
with the promife, that on our arrival at the firft
ifland, we would fend the veflel for them.
On the 8th, in the morning, the company con-
demned Mr. Gurgiew the exile, and Mr. Valnoy
the
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the lieutenant, to receive fifty ftrokes of the knowt,
and the tajon double the number. This was in.
ftantly executed, and Meflrs. Gurgiew and Valnoy
were {ent to the town to be cured.

On this day fourteen exiles arrived from diffe.
rent places, and begged me to receive them int
our fociety, which was agreed to. At fix o’clock
the veflel, having undergone a complete repair, was
rigged and twenty-two bears were this day falted ag
part of our fea ftock.

On the gth and 1oth the company were bufied
in loading the veffel. On the 11th, all being ready
for departure, I delivered the hoftages, and fent
them back to the town, except Mr. Szudeikin, fe.
cretary of the chancery, whom the company forced
to embark, to ferve them in quality of cook, for
which they gave us as a reafon, that 1t was neceffary
he fhould do penance for the mifchiefs he had oc.
cafioned to the fociety at Kamchatka. On my arn-
val on board, I hoifted the colours of the confede-
ration of Poland, which ceremony was attended
with the difcharge of twenty guns.

CHAPR
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A Jhort extract of voyages made to the eaftward of
Kamchatka.

[\S a fupplement I fhall give a fhort extral of
the different voyages undertaken to the eaftward
of Kamchatka, the manufcripts of which I found
in the chancery.

In the year 1728, Captain Beering in company
with Captain Tfchirikow, made an expedition to
difcover the continent of America; but they went
no further than cape Naninfkoy, which the Ruflians
fuppofed to be cape Tichukotikoy. This fielt ex-
pedition not having anfwered the intentions Gthe
court of Ruffia, Mr. Kreniczin made another in
the year 1729, which was not attended with any
greater advantage. The third expedition, under-
taken by thefe two captains in the year 1741,
was more fuccefsful.  They vifited the coaft of
America, and fome iflands.  Captain Beering, on
his return, was thipwrecked on an ifland near Kam-
chatka, on which he died, and the crew, in ho-
nour of their captain, named the ifland after him.
Captain Tlchirikow received his crew on board,
and returned to Kamchatka in the year 1742. His
relation fatisfied the minds of the Ruflians, and
elpecially the traders, who haftened to fit out veflels
in queft of the riches of thefe new iflands.

The fecond expedition was that of two aflociates,
Buflo and Srebernikow, who went no further than
Beering’s and the copper ifland. This voyage was
undertaken the 22d of May, 1745, and they re-
turned in 1740,

The
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"The third expedition was that of Nevodichikow, |

likewife, in the year 1743, in the galliot Eudochia,
in which he failed to the Aleuthes iflands, neareft
to Kamchatka. The great number of beavers hg
took afforded him a fufficient booty, and induced
him to return, after having left traces of unexam.
pled cruelty behind him. He carried off with him
feveral young people of the natives; but no more
than one lived to arrive at Kamchatka.

The fourth was performed in the year 1747 by
two vellels, fitted out by and belonging to Mr
Cholodilow, 2 merchant. One of thefe veflels an.
chored at Beering’s ifle, and after hunting on this
ifland, returned to Kamchatka. Her companion
direfted her courfe towards the eaft, and, after
vifiting feveral iflands, brought back a very rich
cargo of beavers and foxes fkins.

The fifth was performed in the year 1750 by 2
company under an exclufive privilege. No great
progrefs was made in this expedition ; for the firft
iflands having fufficed to load the four fhips, they
returned to Kamchatka, )

The fixth expedition was that of Nikiphor Trape
nikow, in the year 1750. The government fent
on ‘board his veffel a military officer, with twenty
five Coffacks ; they vifited feveral of the Aleuthes
iflands, and on their return they falfely reported
that they had fubje@ed thefe iflands to the power
of Ruffia. For in the year 1752 the governor of
Kamchatka, having fent a fottnik with fome Coffacks,
to receive the tribute, they were all cut off. The
return of Trapefnikow greatly increafed the rage
for fitting out veflels, his fingle veffel having brought
back a cargo worth one hundred and forty-two
thoufand roubles.

The feventh voyage was undertaken by the famie

Trapefnikow, in the year 1754, on board the bri-
' gantine
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gantine St. Nicholas. This voyage produced the
difcovery of the ifland Atak.

The eighth was made by Srebernikow, who firft
difcoveted the ifiands of Foxes. He went as far
as 29 deg. of longitude from Bolfha.

The ninth was undertaken by Tolfty, in the year
1756, who proceeded as far as Ulanaxa, and re-
turned with a cargo valued at two hundred thou-
fand roubles.

The tenth enterprize was made by Stadeneczow,
in the year 1757, who ran aground on the ‘ifland
of Urumufir, where moft of the people on board
were cut off. '

The eleventh was undertaken by Trapefnikow,
who departed from Kamchatka in the year 1758,
and after having vifited feveral iflands, came at laft
to Urumufir, where he was repeatedly attacked by
the natives, who flew twenty-fix of his people.

The twelfth was undertaken by Bofcarew in the
year 1760, who went as far as the ifland Alaxa,
which is very near the continent of America. Moft
of his crew were cut off by the natives of that

lace.

The thirteenth expedition was made in the year
1762, at the expence of an affociation, who fitted
out and armed five veflels, with the intention of
examining the commerce, hunting, and fithery of
the Aleuthes iflands, where they were to form a
colony ; ‘but the ignorance of the commanders of
thefe veffels caufed the lofs of four, and the fifth
returned, after three years abfence. The murders
and robberies perpetrated by this armament on the
inhabitants are incredible.

The fourteenth was undertaken by Soloniow, in
the year 1764. This veflel moored on the coaft of
the main land of America, which the commander
miftaking for the ifland of Unalakfa, he had con-
tinual combats with the natives, and at laft, after 2

con-
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confiderable lofs, was compelled to retire to a fmall
ifland, on whofe inhabitants he inhumanly revenged
his lofs. = Two thirds of his people died of the
fcurvy before his return to Kamchatka.

The fifteenth voyage was made by Oczederin, in
the year 1765. This navigator confined his views to
fithing and the chace in the fmall iflands, and did
not venture to approach the coaft of Unalakfa.

The fixteenth expedition was made by Captain
Peter Kreniczin, who quitted Kamchatka in the
year 1768, and inftead of endeavouring to carry
his difcoveries as far as the continent, he remained
two whole years on a fmall ifland, from which he
fent his armed failors, his canoes, and fhallop, to
hunt and fith, and to trade with the natives; fo
that government received no other benefit than that
of paying out the charges of the expedition. = Cap-
tain Kreniczin likewife derived no advantage from
his voyage; for he was drowned in the river of
Kamchatka, by his crew, on his return in the
year 1770. Mr. Levalchieff, therefore, was the
only gainer, for he had all the profit without re-
ceiving any blame, as he, in quality of fubordinate to
Mr. Kreniczin, was not refponfible for the beha-
viour of his commander.

The feventeenth expedition was that of the cor-
vette St. Peter and St. Paul, in which I had the
good fortune to quit Kamchatka on the 12th of
May, 1771, and arrived at Macao on the z2d of
September in the fame year.

CHAP
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Minutes drawn up, for the purpofe of forming g

" Chart, together with details refpecting Siber:a,
and the fea coaft of Kamchatka; and a defcrip-
tion of the Kurelles and Aleuthes Ilands.

A WISH to profit by the leifure time I enjoyed,
and to divert difagreeable reflections, led me to
form this chart, and to add fuch information as I
could obtain refpeiting- the eaftern parts of the
northern continent, in order that they might ferve
for the inftru&tion and affiftance of enterprizng
navigators. * R ' I

A defcription of thetown of Jakutzk, the remateft
town in Siberia, fituated in northern Tartary. This
town lies+ in the fixty-third degree of north lati-
tude, at the diftance of one hundred and twenty-
five French leagues from Ochoczk, a town and
port on the eaftern coaft of the frontier. Jakutzk
is fubje&t to the government of Irkuczk, and is
under the command of a voivode. In the year 1764
it was reckoned that forty thoufand fouls were fub-
ject to the goverpment of this town, including the
whole nation of the Jakutt Tartars, a wandering
people, who occupy the immenfe defarts which
form this province. The town is'inhabited by exiles
and Coffacks, who are always armed in readinefs to

* The chart here mentioned has not come to the hands of the
editor : it is therefore fuppofed that the Count took it with him
in his laft expedition, where, in all probability, it was loft.

+ Inlat. 62 deg. 1 min. go fec. N. and long. 147 deg. E.
from Ferro : both determined by obfervation. See Coxe’s Ruf-
fian Difcoveries, page 387. ‘

keep
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keep the Jakutt chiefs in dependence. On the banks
of the river Lena ftands a fortrefs built in wood;
the garrifon of which confifts of one hundred and
fifty foldiers. Several rich merchants are fettled in
this town, who carry on the fur trade.  All the
caravans that pafs from Ruffia to Ochoczk or Kam.
¢hatka are obliged to winter in this town, on ac
count of the great quantity of fnow and the ex-
ceflive cold, which prevents them from going for-
ward during the whole winter, which lalts full
eight months.

In the year 1770, 2 confiderable quantity of
cannon, anchors, cables, and other marine ftoresy
arrived in this town deftined for the port of
Ochoczk, where it was intended to eftablith a more
confiderable fea force ; but the impoflibility of draw-
ing thefe heavy articles by dogs, obliged govern-
ment to give up the projet. I found one hundred
and twenty-five officers exiled in this province, who,
fince the reign of the prefent Emprefs, have been
banifthed into this barbarous country. The com-
munication between this town and Ochoczk is kept
up by the Jakutts, who are obliged annually, in the
month of June, to provide fix thoufand horfes.
"The caravan employs three months on the road
from here to Ochoczk, and the horfes pafs no fur-
ther than Judoma; from whence dogs and fledges
are made ule of to carry their merchandize to
Ochoczk.

When I came myfelf along this road, on which
I was detained ninety-five days, Ifaw no more
than eighty horfes, with which we were fupplied,
and all thefe, except feventeen, died on the road,
It is impoffible for government to remedy this in-
convenience, which, in procefs .of time, muft cut
off all communication by land with Ochoczk. The
profpe&t of this event has- engaged the Ruflian
government to make preparations for fecuring the

navigatios
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navigation of the river Amour, which falls into the
fea to the fouthward of the ifland Sachalin, and
runs through the fouthern parts of Siberia.

The town of Uda is fituated on the banks of a
tiver of the fame name in 55 deg. 24 min. N. lat.
and 341 deg. 30 min. long. from Kamchatka.
This {mall town is inhabited by one hundred fami-
lies of exiles, who have thrown off their fubjettion
to the Ruffian government, and eftablithed regu-
lations among themfelves. The inhabitants of this
town have opened a trade with Korea, and can live
without the affiftance of Ruflia. Inftead of oxen
and cows, this new colony maintains a flock of
elks, the flefh of which is good; the females afford
a confiderable quantity of milk, which they make
into butter and cheefe. I have eaten of both at
Jakutzk. This province afords the moft beautiful
fables, and rivals the commerce of Ruffia, to the
no fmall prejudice of the latter.

In the year 1770, the government of Ochoczk
detached a ferjeant, named Lohner, with twenty-
four foldiers and eighty Coflacks, to reduce the
town of Uda; but this troop, inftead of executing
the orders intrufted to them, deferted, and fixed
their abode in Korea.

The river Uda would be navigable, if its entrance
were not ftopped by quickfands. From Uda to
Ochoczk the coaft runs N. E. and may be failed
along with fafety every where, at the diltance of
three leagues ; the depth of water being from four-
teen to fifteen fathoms. 'The whole extent of this
coaft is inhabited by the Tungufi, who fubfift on
their flocks of elks, and the whales, which fome-
times get aground. It has been obferved that
the current fets from N. to S. on this coaft the

‘whole year round, and the tide rifes fix feet four

inches,
The
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~ The port of Ochoczk * in the lat. of 59 deg:
{9 min. N. and 348 deg. 10 min. long from the
merian of Kamchatka, is formed by a rivet of the
fame name. The entrance of this harbour 1s due
Sorth. The town is built on the banks of the river,
and a pretended fortrefs commands the harbour:
"The exiles are employed in fea affairs, and there is
fio year which is not fignalized by fome revolt.
This difpofition, which i maintained by defpair, will
open the entrance of Siberia to the firft comer, and
I can confidently affirm, that the arrival of the
firlt foreign veffel will produce a revolution in -Si.
beria: for from Ochoczk to Tobolczk there are at
leat one hundred and fixty thoufand exiles, of
their defcendants, all bearing arms. The different
fords of Taftars would join the common caufe to
sverthrow the Ruffian dominion. This event can-
fiot be far diftant, and Ruffia will find herfelf, by
5 ftroke of this nature, deprived of all that fupport
hich alone enables her to play 2 principal part in
furope, by virtue of tHe confiderable augmenta:
fion of her revenue. j

Several veffels are difpatched yéarly from this
one to Idziga; one to Tigil; three to Kam:
ht or ten to the Aleuthes iflands:
'The cargoes of thefe veflels confift in tobacco, a
{mall quantity of flour, brandy, gunpowder, and
fome toys. On their return théy bring back the
{kins of fables, maitins, beavers, foxes, roitomaks,
bears, ermins, elks and copper; which they have
for fome years paft brought from Beerings ifle. The
Ruffians have hitherto carried on this trade with-
out interruption ; but fince the defertion of feveral
Wwho Have fixed their abode in the Aleuthes

port :
chatka, and eig

exiles,
iflands,
{everal vefllels have been taken, and three erews
lat. and 160 deg. %. min. E.
See Coxe’s Ruffiat

* Licsin 59 deg. 22min. N.

Jong. from Ferro, both by oblervation.
284
8.

Dilcoveries, page 357
cut

and entered into alliance with the favages;
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cut off. Several others likewife have furrendered
their veflels, and have eftablithed themfelves in thefe
iflands, inftead of returning to Siberia. The {pirit
of defertion being thus excited among the common
people, veffels are no longer fitted out but with ap-
prehenfion ; and the parties concerned petition go-
vernment to put troops on board each veflel, to keep
their crews in {ubje&ion. But who can anfwer for
the ideas of the foldiers : they likewife are men, and
the love of liberty may have its influence on them
as well as on others.

Ruffia is indebted, for the peaceable pofleflion of
this trade, only to the diftance and the fecrecy it
preferves refpecting its advantages, and the indo-
lence of the other ftates of Europe, which have not
made fufficient enquiries into the fources of the
power of this vaft monarchy. ‘The immenfity and
extent of its pofleflions appear incredible to them,
and prevent them from adopting the opinion, that,
with the flightelt facrifice and exertions, its force
may be overthrown, and deftroyed at pleafure.

The province of Ochoczk is in all refpeéts the
moft difagreeable fpot on the face of the earth; co-
vered with perpetual fnow and ice, it produces
neither vegetable food, nor even pafture for cattle:
all the f{ubfiftence which is found there confifts in
filh and rein deer. Thefe laft animals are fed with
mofs, which grows on the rocks. In the province
of Ochoczk grows cedar wood of prodigious
thicknefs and height, very proper for fhipping ; the
coaft from Ochoczk to Taoui runs from E. to
E.N. E; and at the diftance of three leagues off
fhore the depth of water is from fourteen to fifteen
fathom fandy ground. The current fets from north
to the eaft-ward. :

Taoui is a fmall town and fortrefs, built on the
banks of a river of the fame name, in which refides
a hettman of Coflacks, with twenty exiled families,
to keep the Coffacks in dependence. It is fituated

in
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in 60 deg. 15 min, N. lat. and 353 deg. 5o min,|
long. from the meridian of Kamchatka. The river
of Taoui forms a harbour of fmall .depeh, and th¢
communication between Taoui and Ochoczk by fea,rr
is carried on by the boats called Bajdara. L

Idziga is atown and fortrefs, builton theb nks |
of the river of the fame name, in which refides}
4 voivode, with a garrifon of one hundred foldiersy
three or four hundred Coffacks, and about two huns
dred families of exiles; This town reckons fiX
thoufand tributaty Coffacks, who are continually at
war with the people of Cfuckfi. It is fituated in the
63d degree of north latitude; and 4 deg. 26 min
E. long from Boliha. ™

Cape Penfina lies in 62 deg. 28 min. N. lat. and
4 deg. 48 min. long. from Bolfha. This cape dis
vides the gulph of Penfina into two arms; the
northernmoft receives the river of Penfina, on the
banks of which ftands the town and fortrefs of
Anadir.

The tiver Penfina is fitvated in 63 deg: 30 mins
N. lat. and 8 deg. 15 min. long. from Boltha. The
entrance of the river is hardly pra&icable, on ac.
count of the funken rocks and ice which continually
float im it s

~The town dnd fortrefs of Tigille is fituated on
¢he banks of the river of the fame name, which
forms a very beautiful harbour, though fhallow,
in which fmall veflels only ean enter. The en-
trance of this batbour lies in §8 deg. 42 min. N
lat. and & deg. 50 min. long. from Bolfha. The
fown is commanded by a voivode, and the garrifon
is compofed of eighty foldiers, one hundred Coffacks,
and two hundred exiles. The Cfuckfi often infult
the outer gates; and kil travellers. The limits
of the provinee of Kamchatka are eftablifhed at two
verftes, tothe fouthward of this town. 1 thall pro:
ceed to give a more ample account of this province.

CHAD
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E S A SR X
A Defeription of Kamchatka

KAMCHATRA 18 a confiderable peninfula;extend-
ing to 58 deg. 41 min. N. lat, and terminated to
the fouthward by a capefituated in 51 deg. 15 min.
N. lat. Its form on the map refembles a dog’s
tongue. Many rivers abounding with fith run
through this pemnfula, but none of them are navi-
gable, excepting the river of Kamchatka and the
rivet of Boltha. Theriver of Kamchatka is named
Santal by the natives. It falls into the fea on the
eaftern coaft of the peninfula in 56 deg. 15 min. N.
lat. and its coutfe before it fallsinto the fea is from
N. toS: On the banks of this river is built a town
called Nifney Oftrogg, commanded by a lieutenant

.immediately . dependant on the governor of Kam-

chatka, who refides in the town of Bolfha, the ca-
pital of the province.

The town of Nifney Oftrogg is compofed of three
hundred houfes, inhabited by a mixture of Coffacks
and exiles, with a fmall proportion of natives: the
town has two churches where divine fervice is per-
formed by a protopope and fix other priefts. The
diftri¢t fubjected to this town contains about three
thoufand Kamchadales, who are conftantly employed
in the chace and fithing.

The fecond town of this peninfula is Bolfho-
reczkoy Oﬁrogg, which, as I have obferved, is the
capital. It is compofed of five hundred houfes re-
gularly built, which form one fingle ftreet inhabited
by Coffacks. It is fituated in 53 deg. 30 min. N,
lat. and takes its name from the river on whofe

NoL. I, S banks
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banks it ftands. For the name Bollhoretzkoy de-
notes a great river, and Bolfhoretzkoy Oftrogg is
as much as to fay, the town of a great river. \

To the fouthward of the town, within canmon-
fhot, is built a fortrefs, tolerably regular, having
a ditch; five baftions and twenty battering cannon.
In this fortrefs the governor refides, with a garrifon
of two hundred and eighty foldiers under his com-
mand. Ata fmall diftance from the fortrefs ftands
the metropolitan church, which is a wooden edi-
fice, at a diftance from all other buildings. The
place of the exiles is to. the Weft of the town, near
a wood, at the diftance of half a league. It was in
the vicinity of this town that my place of exile was
appointed, and in which, by the fpecial grace of
her Majefty the reigning emprefs and autocratrix of
all the Ruffias, a fuflicient fpace of ground was to
be afligned for the burial of my body. Happily
however, the order of predeftination did not agree
with the orders of this fovereign power. For, after
my arrival in a ftate of flavery at the end of the
year 17705 1 found myfelf mafter of the entire pro-
vince, the town and fortrefs, in April 1771.

The town of Boliha is five leagues diftant to the
eaftward of the fea coait,and from the mouth of the
river. In a f{trait dire¢tion from Bolfha, on the
ealtern coaft of the peninfula, is fituated the har-
bour of St. Peter and St. Paul, which has fufficient
depth of water to receive the largelt veffels, though its
entrance is difficult.

This port is perfettly well adapted for building
thipping ; but, as there is no wood proper for that
purpole to be found throughout all Kamchatka, it
is reafonable to think that Ruffia’ will derive no ad-
vantage from this circumftance. To the northward
of the peninfula is a volcano, which was in the
firongeft ftate of eruption during my ftay. I vifited

it,
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it, and, as I have already mentioned, narrowly ef-
caped becoming the victim of my curiofity.
The ground of this penifula exhibits one fingle
tract of fnow, interfperfed with mountains, many of
which throw out burning matter, and from which
a number of mineral {prings iffue forth. No vege-
table has thriven in this ungrateful climate; for
every experiment hitherto made has tended to cor--
roborate this aflertion. The greateft advantage
which Ruflia might derive from Kamchatka, befides
its furrs, would be to eftablith f{melting works for
iron and copper. Unfortunately, however, the cru-
elty with which the Ruflians have treated the natives
has diminithed the number. For, at tbearrival of
the Ruffians, their number was reckoned at feventy
thoufand, and during my ftay it fcarcely amounted
to eleven thoufand, a number which muft in future
be ftill more diminithed by the oppreflion they
fuffer.  They are forced to contribute annuallya
number of {laves for the fervice of the foldiers and
Coflacks, and are befides compelled to the fea fer-
vice. From the moft authentic examination I am
aflured that the population of the whole peninfula,
in the year 1771, confifted of
364 Soldiers.
29 Land officers.

422 Ruffian hunters.

1500 Coflacks and their officers.
26 Civil officers.
82 Ruflian merchants.

700 Defcendants of liberated exiles.
16c0 Exiles of different conditions.
8ooo Male Kamchadales.

2 or 3000 Female Kamchadales.

40 Ruffian women.
200 Women, defcendants of the exiles.

15963 'Total. 4 i
2 ; ‘
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C H A P XXXIIL
Remarks on the Coaft of Kamchatka,

e N the eaftern coaft the depth of water is un-
fathomable, and a conftant current fets from north
to fouth.

2. On the weftern coaft the depth of water is
tegular, being ten fathoms at the diftance of one
league from fhore, twenty at the diftance of two
leagues, and fo proceeding to one hundred fathom,
beyond which diftance no foundings bhave been
taken. Thecurrent is from north to fouth.

The communication inland is continually kept up
by fledges drawn by dogs: but the travellers are
often buried in  whirlwinds of fnow. The coafting
trade is carried on by Bajdou, which are the boats
of ‘the country made of planks fewn together with
whalebone. The north-eaft coaft of Kamchatka is
inhabited by two nations, Coffacks and Cfuckfies,
enemies of the Ruffians.

The different capes. of this continent are

Cape 1llim, fitvated in 58 deg. 36 min. N. lat.
and 5 deg. 45 min. long. from Bolfha.

Cape Olata, 59 deg. 30 min. N. Jat. and 11 deg.
o min. long. from Bolfha.

Cape Suatoi 62 deg. N. lat. and 22 deg. g min.
long. from Bolfha.

G H AR
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C. . H AP XXXV,

A Defeription of the Aleuthes Iflands difeovered 1o the
eaftward of Kamchatka.

AS all thefe iflands which lie further north
than 6o deg. N. lat. are uninhabited, I fhall wave
the defcription of them,and only infert them in my
chart, though the Ruflians pretend that the Cfukefies
often land -on thefe iflands in their paflfage from one
continent to the other. This affertion appears to
me to be fo much the better founded, as having
mylelf feen both the capes at one time, I have no
doubt but that thefe emigrations are continually
made. - The cape * of the weftern coaft of America,
lies in 63 deg. 15 min. N. lat. and 26 deg. long.
from Boltha. To the north-eaft of this cape lie
two iflands, which it is affirmed wereformerly in-
habited, but as they were found without inhabitants
in the laft expedition of captain Levafcheff in the
year 1768,1 fhall pafs them without further notice,
and proceed to more interefting details.

1, The ifland of Barou isfituated in 59 deg. N.
lat. and 23 deg. 13 min. long. from Boltha. No
wood grows on this ifland, butit abounds with bea-
vers and fea wolves.

2. Ala Gifcha Homin, a cape of the continent of
America, is fituatedin 58 deg. N. lat. and 25 deg.
33 min. long. from Boltha. The coaft from this
cape runs to the north-weft as far as 59 deg. 45

min. N. lat. “The bottom is very irregular, and full
of fand-banks and rocks.

* This muft have been Clerke’s ifland. See Cooke’s laft voy-
age, vol. iii. Augult 1, 1779.

1
2. L0€
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3. The ifland of Kadick, fituated in 54 deg. 30
min. N. lat. and 33 deg. 16 min. long. from Boltha,
is verywell peopled, and abounds with beavers and
foxés ; it is full of fulphur, and the inhabitants have
wrought iron, which they receive in exchange from
the continent. *  This ifland is but moderately
wooded, and has a river, the entrance of which lies
from north to fouth, and its depth between eight
and ten feet. During the fummer, a large quantity
of wild geefe and ducks come to this ifland, of
which the inhabitants colleét great ftore. Their na-
vigationis performed in canoes made of fkin, Nine
other iflands, all inhabited, are reckoned in the
neighbourhood of the ifland Kadick, from which
they lie to fouthward, and fouth-fouth-weft, Thefe
iflands are frequented by the armed veflels of the
hunters from Ochoczk and Bolfha : byt the account
received by a veflel which returned from thence in
1769, and bronght home feveral arrows with heads
of filver, is entirely falfe,as it has been fince difco-
vered, that the commander of that expedition caufed
thefe filver heads to be made himfelf, with the view
of obtaining a recompence from government. The
truth is, that thefe iflands abound with foxes and
beavers, and that in the year 1770, on the 28th of
O&ober, a veflel returned, which had been fitted
out by Arfenic Kuzneczow with nine thoufand
beaver fkins, and three thoufand foxes fkins. It
muft be obferved that the beavers of thefe iflands are
preferable to thofe of Canada, and that each of
thefe beaver fkins fell in China at the price of eighty,
one hundred, or one hundred and twenty roubles,
and for near twice that fum in Japan.

4. The Ifland of Foxes is fituatein 53 deg. 45
min. N. lat. and 31 deg. 28 min. long. from Bolfha:

% La Grande Terre, America, I fuppofe, the natives of which
may receive it by the progrefs of exchange from Hudfon’s Bay,

and other parts of the eaftern fides of that continent. T,
A
It
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It abounds in foxes; and is: well peopled. . The in-
habitants khow how to work in iron and copper.
They -obtain the iron from the Ruflians, and the
copper is ‘the produce’ of their own country. This
ifland has a very good harbour on: the north-ealt
fide ; but the inhabitants, who have received amongft
them many Ruflian deferters, have made prepara-
tions  for -defending -the landing. - However, they
are very willing to trade; and the Ruflians in this
pacific way obtain, in return. for brandy, glafs ware
and iron, immenfe quantitiesof furs.

- At a {mall diftance to the north-weft lie four other
iflands; and three to the fouthward. | Thefe lat are
fteep tooy.and are compofed of a mafs of rocks,
The channel among them-isvery dangerous ; its di-
reftion. is fouth-eaft and:north-weft, but the fea is
often: {o-agitated, and the:furf -is' fo. dangerous as
to threaten the difmafting or, overfetting of veflels
which may venture through. : v

The Jifland . Armichud,. fituated in 53 deg.
o min. north latitude, and 29 deg. 14 min. longitude
from Bolfha, is likewiie well peopled, and contains
a-regular town . governed by a tajon or chief. In
the year: 1768 the crew.of anarmed veflel of hunters
having found a. large quantity of marcafite.and cop-
per-oré on’this ifland;;took thofe minerals for gold,
and fixed their abode there, to amafs-a quantity of
riches. Some mifunderftanding occafioned a war
between theém and the natives, the eventof which
was unfortunate for the Ruffians. Since that time

Mr.-Ochotyn, -an exile, -who deferted from Kam-
chatkd, fixed his abode in this ifland, and made
himfelf their chief by hayving contracted alliances
with- the natives of the country.

6. The ifland of Urumufir 1s fituated in 52 deg.
35 min. notth latitude, and 28 deg. 15 min, lon-
gitude from Bolfha: It is very populous, and go-

yerned
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vérned by -feveral tajons, who are all fubjett to &
chief; whom I fhall have more particular occafion
to mention in 'my journdl:: Two other ‘ilands li¢
north-eaft! 'of this ifland, and three othérs to the
north-nerth-weft. !

4. The iflarids of Beavers are three iflands called
by the Ruffians Jaflacznie-oftrova, ' or - Tributary
Iflands.-- The largeft lies' in'''s8 deg. o min. north
latitude, and 26 deg. 4§ min. longitude, from Bolfha.
This iffand has two good harbours ; the firft on the
eaftern coaft, the entrance ‘of which is fouth:eaft ;
the fecond the weftern coaft, ahd its entrance north-
north-weft. - The inhabitants have been numbered
at fix hundred, ‘who' payenethoufand beaver fking
as a-tribute to the Ruffians, ' |

8. Theille of Cows is'in' ¥ deg. ‘4% min. north
latitide; atid 24 deg.’ 45 min. longitude from Boltha,
This ifland was thus named from the great'quantity
of fea-cows which are ‘here found.  The fleth of
this animal ferves for provifions to all'the veflels of
the hutiters. ' Their teeth ‘are .of great value in the
commerce ‘with China. = There are many bays on
the coafts of this ifland, butthe ‘wateris:fhallow;
and wood is fcarce. ‘Befides thefeiflands: there are
likewife ‘a great mumber ‘of others whofe fituation
cannot ' be‘determined; and are befides ‘of little con-
fequence ; for which reafon I 'fhdll only 'mention
further,

9. ‘Beering’s land, fituated in 55 deg. g min
north’latitude, and 8 deg. 30 min. longitude; from
Boltha.  This ifland bears - the name of the ¢aptain
who firft Janded upon it;'and ended: his life here.

10. The'Copper Hland, fituated in 54 deg. 45 min.
N. lat. and 9 deg.’so"min. long. from Bolfha:
This ifland 'is fo denominated from the abundance
of this* 'metal, which the'veflels take'inas 'bailaft,

* Moftly in a metallic or malleable ffate, Coxe, page 206.

and
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and unload it'at’ Ochoczk, 'whereI have feen Jarge
quantities heaped together; from which no advantage
is'derived: - Having verified the fituation of fome of
thefe iflands mylfclfyand being- affuted of their fitua-
tion by different journals, I have fet down nothing
by guefs; but the following difcovery has hitherto
remained unknown,

A captain of a veflel named Cufma Koroftilow,
who made a” voyage and returned to Kamchatka,
being attacked with the fcurvy, begged me.to make
a chart from his journal, which he put into my
hands, and concerning the truth of which I fatils
fied ‘myfelf« by enquiries: of - feveral perfons who
went the voyage with him. :

11, The land of : Cufmay<in 4 8 deg. 45 min. N.
lat. and 23 deg. slong. from ' Bollha, is very well
peopled and wooded ; the inhabitants are cloathed
in-thie Chinefe imanner, with:cloth' made ‘of a plant
refembling hiemyp. +On theealtern fide of this-iftand
i§ra:cmourntain; from which Cufma and others of
his peoples faw:land-at therdiftance of eight or nine
leagues,to! theweaftward. (110 A

2. Thesifland of Pearlsyin)gzideg: 32 min. N,
lat:' and 24deg)18:min. dong. dfrom ‘Boltha, s 1ike-
wife well peopledy iand the imhabitafits live together
inddciety. 1 'Ehey are armed swith Hiren infbriments
and bows.  As feveral ‘large:failing veflels were
feen onsthe coaft, it may:(be prefumed, thatthere is
a:donimunication:between :this:/ifland and .that of
Cufma. Befides thefe  twoiflands,the journal: of
Cufma mentions the difcovery of a great country,
compofed of feveral iflands, which, according to his
eltimate, lieunder the 44th ddeg. of morth datitude.
He:imooréd at ome 'of ‘thefe iflands, -which ‘he-ima:
ginted to belaboutfifty leagues round. -His:account
indaced. me! to feek -for thefe iflands, and T adually
found them rin- the parallel of 26 deg. vz min. N

‘ lat,
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lat. and 10 deg. 8'min.long. from Boltha. Circums-
ftances unfortunately prevented me from purfuing
the difcovery, fo that I'can do no more than with
better fuccels to futurenavigators.

gy - W N A 9. 4,
A Defeription of  the Kurelles Iflands.

THESE iflands " are twenty-eight (in' number:
their fituation is between g1 deg: 30" min. and 45
deg./N:- lat.  The 'three: moft northerly depend on
Kamchatka ; but'all the others are independent.

The prefent is the:moft exact and moft: pofitive
defcription of thele' iflands ; for I -have written
nothing but what is real.© The relation  of “cap-
tain ‘Spanberg, ‘and feveral others; which I:found
in''the archives ‘of . :Kamchatka;fuch: as that of
the Sieur Walton, lieutenant of a:wveflel; captain!
Irtifchew, captain :Chmitew{koiy lieatenant Sind.
But the manuduction of the Sieur:Cforni,-who fre-
quented thefe iflands: for twenty-five years paft, and
carried on an exclufive commerce, hds afforded me
every neceffaryinformation.* T

" 1.Amphigonon’-or, :Alayd, in lat.o5r 'deg. 730
min.sN. and 359" deg: 30 min. long.! i from Bolfhaj
is nothing ‘but a’ rockymountain furrounded with
very dangerous reefs.

20 Sumefu, in 51 deg. 3 min.N.lat. and 30 min.
long. from Bolfha. . This ifland ' is likewife rocky's
ithas an harbour on'its north fide; in which fmall
veflels may winter. : Some beavers, and a quantity
of the fith called Kofattka, are found here.. Here
is plenty of water, and in winter, the melting of the

* This paragraph is tranflated yerbatim.
o
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{now- forms feveral rivulets. ~From the fouthern
point of land we fee the third ifland.

3 Poromaﬁr, in 50 deg. 52 min. N, lat. and
15 min. long: from Bolfha : it'is inacceflible on ac-
count of the rocks and funken reefs which furround
it: no-wood grows here; the natives land in their
boats of kin.

4. Cirinky, in N. lat. o-deg. # min. and 10 min.
long. from Bolfha. = On the weftern coaft of this
ifland-is a very {pacious and commodious harbour,
in which veflels may anchor at all feafons. This
ifland is: very thinly inhabited. Cedar ard birch
grow here, and there is no wantof fith, beavers,
and efpecially fea-wolves: feveral frefh fprings are
found in the fouthern part of  this ifland.

5. Launath, in lat. 49 deg. #3 min. Ns and long.
359 deg. -52 min. from:Boltha. This ifland runs
from, N..'to. S, being - five leagues long and three
broad. | It is- only occahonally inhabited. by the
Kurelles, who come from the more foutherly iflands
for the purpofe of catching beavers.. . Wood grows
on this;iflanid, but it affords no water, and has no
harbour.

6. Trinity; in 49 deg. 30 min. N. lat.and 359
deg. 21 min. long. from Bolfha, is merely a heap
of tocks. .

7. Galanth, in 49: deg.. 26 min-N. lat. and
23 min.' long. from Bolfha. . On the welt fide
of ' this iflaind is a very ‘good: harbour.: Tt is well
wooded, but water is-fcarce; there are abundance
of beavers on this ifland; but it is not inhabited.

8. Collofle, in 49 deg 9 min. N.lat. and 359
deg. 33 min. long. from Bolfha, is nothing more
than a heap of rocks and fand-banks.

9: Rouge isa rockin 49 deg. 7 min. N. lat. and
20 min. long. from Bolfha.

10. Sommeil in 48 deg. go min. N. lat. and 359
deg. long. 'from Bolfha ; it 1s well wooded and pro-
duces a quantity of poppies, the feed of which be-

ing
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ing  imprudently eaten by three perfons, whom
Clorni had fent a hunting, ‘threw them into a fleep,
which terminated in death.

11. Volcan, in 48 deg. 40 min. N lat. and 50 min,
long. from " Bolfha. - The wolcano was extinguithed
in the year 1767, after a great earthquake. The
principal environs of the mountain are covered with
pumice {tones, together with large lumps of fulphur,
and a quantity of very heavy metal, which has un.
dergone fufion.  This ifland is known by its'black
appearance.

12. Courbé, in 47 deg. 49 min. N: lat: and 3y
min. Jong. from Bolfha, is nothing ‘more ‘than a
heap of rocks.

13. Exile,in lat. 48 deg: 40 min. N. and long,
1 deg.'4 min. from Boltha. In the year 1757 the
Kamchadales found on 'this ifland five Kurelles,
driven ‘out of their own 'country, which caufed
them to'give this name to the ifland.. It has few
inhabitants, and is little better than a mafs of rocks,

14. I7Agneau, in 48 deg. 27 min, Nv lat. and
359 deg. 17 min. long. from Boltha, is very thinly
peopled, but well wooded. The inhabitants of this
ifland are very well acquainted with trade, and are
always provided with the produce and manufac.
tures of Japan, fuch as cloths, knives, &c. ' ‘Thefe
iflanders fometimes arrive at Kamchatka.  On the
fouth-weftfide of the iflandithere is a fmall-harbour.

14. Chien' (Dog ifland) is fituated in 48 deg.
22 min. N.lat. and '359°deg. 43 min. long. from
Boltha. It has neither harbour nor frefh-water. In
the year 1768, Cforni took fix thoufand eight hun-
dred-fea -dogs in the fpace of four months, from
which he gave it its name.

16. Vajvoda, in 47 deg. 30min. N. Jat. and 358
deg. 30 min. long. from Boltha.  This #fland was fo
called in honour of Vajvoda Demetri Nedozilow,
who, in the year 1762, {ecetly fent a pilot with 12

{oldiers
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foldiers to this ifland, with a view to collett a’ large
quantity of gold, which common report affirmed
to abound in this place. But as no information had
been received in the year 1769 concerning the ex-
pedition, Ivan Cforni vifited it, and found no inha-
bitants, On the fouthern fhore he found a crofs
with an infcription, from which he learned, that
this detachment departed for the iflands Jedzo: This
ifland has no port, and produces no gold, but it
abounds with beavers and fea-cows.

17. Ufigak, in 47 deg. 16 min. N. lat. and 1
deg. 13 min. long. from Boltha. On the fouth-
welt fide of this ifland there is an excellent harbour,
capable of receiving large veflels. The ifland is
wooded all over, and well peopled by the Kurelles,
who have built a fmall town. Ivan Cforni carried
on a very advantageous trade at this place, and af-
fured me, that he had at different times bargained
with them for at leaft eighteen pounds of gold duft,
with many pieces of gold from Japan and Jedzo.
He fhewed me thefe different kinds of gold. That
of Jedzo differs from the Japanefe gold by its very
pale colour. Cforni was of opinion ‘that ‘the Japa-
nefe never come to this ifland, unlefs forced by
ftrefs of weather.

18. Bouc, in 47 deg. 20 min. N. Iat. and 359
deg. 53 min. long. from Bolfha. This ifland was
vifited in the year 1740 by the firft expedition.
They found very fine pearls; but if there were no
finer than thofe I have feen, they are not worth ge-
ing for. :

19. Chevre, in 46 deg. 5o min. N. lat. and
tdeg. 34 min. long. from Boltha. This ifland has
few inhabitants and no harbour, neither does it pof-
fefs any other advantage.

20. Marikan lies in 46 deg. 40 min. N. lat. and
359 deg. long. from Boltha. Its length is thirteen
leagues from N. to S. and its breadth is fix. On

the
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the fouth-eaft coaft of this ifland is a very fine hat.
bour. It is inhabited by bearded Kurelles, whom
the Ruffians call Machnati. An ore of red cop-
per, containing a large portion of gold, was found
here in the year 1765 A veflel belongmq to the
company of a merchant, named Lapin, brought
home more than one hmdred quintals of this cop-
per, but it was confilcated, on pretence that the per-
miffion of the governor e‘ctended no further than to
the commerce of furs. The inhabitants of this
ifland live together in fociety.. They have cattle,
hogs, poultry, &c. All thele iflanders are cloathed
in the Chinefe manner ; their fkin is of a bronze
colour, and their food is rice and beef.

21. Bereza lies in 45 deg. 35 min. north lati.
tude, and 358 deg. 20 min. longitude from Bol-
tha. Itis of a triangular form, and has an excel-
lent harbour on its north fide. It is very thinly
peopled, and its inhabitants employ themfelves in
the fithery of beavers and other fea animals, parti-
cularly the whale, with the oil of which they carry
on a very advantageous trade with the iflands of
Jedzo, receiving in return gold, cloth, iron, and
different utenfils. The inhabitants cultivate rice
on this ifland. Six other iflands lie to the welt-
north-weft of this, but they are merely rocks.

22. Good Hope, in 45 deg. o min. north lati.
tude, and 356 deg. 30 min. lonqnude from Bolfha:
Its length 1s 30 leagues from north to fouth, and it
has two fine harbours, one on the north-eaft, and
the other on the fouth-weflt fide. In the fouthern
part of the ifland there are two towns regularly
built. In the year 1764 fome inhabitants of this
ifland arrived at Kamchatka, to conclude a treaty
with the Ruffians. The alts of the chancery men-
tion that thefe envoys prefented three fmall facks
of leather or fkin (cuir) filled with gold, and a
garment made of birds feathers. Thefe envoys

were
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were put on board the fhip Elizabeth, in order to
go to Peterfburgh; but this fhip foundered at fea.
The ifland abounds in cattle, rice, and other vege-
table productions. Ivan Cforni intended to have
fixed his refidence in this ifland. He eflimated its
population at 4oco males, capable of bearing arms,
which are a kind of fabre, a lance and a bow. Se-
veral Ruflian deferters live amongft them, and are
greatly efteemed. The climate is very temperate,
and the air wholefome. At the diftance of two
leagues to the weftward of this ifland the depth of
water is thirty-three fathom.

The foregoing is the true fituation of the Kurelles
iflands, in which I do not comprehend the iflands
of Jedzo, as the Ruffians ufually do. For thefe laft
mentioned iflands are inhabited by a civilized peo-
ple, who have an eftablifhed government. I fhall
therefore {peak of them feparately, and fhall fhew
that every thing which has been written concerning
the pretended land or continent of Jdzo, compa-
ny’s land, &c. ought to be underftood of thefe
iflands of Jedzo.

CHAP
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C H A P. XXXVL
A Defeription of the Ylands of Fedzos

TN

HVERY navigator, at a diftance from thefe ilands,
would fuppofe them to be one continued tratt of
land.  This dircumftance has Jled the Hollanders
into the greateft miftakes; and :the miflionaries
of China have given us fo many fabulous rela.
tions concerning -them, that it Jis dcarcely poflible
to draw any conclufion. Asmy enquiries concerns
ing them produced -information grounded upon
veal difcoveries; 1 fhall proceed to give a defcrips
tion of them.

1. Kawith Jdzon, in 45 deg. 5/min. north lati-
tude, and 353 deg. o min. longitude-from Bolfha.
This ifland 1s very -populous, and has three very
excellent harbours on its fouthern fide. It ds every
where very well wooded, and in its fouthern par
ftands the town of Matza, which is built of wood.
In this town refides a chief, fubordinate to Kunaf-
chir Jdzo, the fovereign of all the iflands, who re-
fides in the ifland Kunafchiran. The town confifts
of mote than 2cco houfes, and is defended by
feveral fmall forts, conftruéted of wood, and fur
rounded by ditches. Silver and copper mines are
wrought in this ifland, and here it is that the red
pearls are fithed, and are regularly, in the months
of May and O&ober, exchanged with the Japa-
nefe merchants, who arrive at thofe periods, for
cloth, and other ftuffs of filk, as well as for iron
tools and arms.

The Japanefe were formerly at war with the in-
Labitants of Jdzon, but, fince the year 1762,

peace
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peace feems to be well eftablithed between them.
Thefe iflanders have large barks, in which they
fail to Korea, China, and Japan. In the year 1758,
a Ruffian pxlot named Maftlow, who was fhip-
wrecked on the Kurelles iflands, was fold by the
inhabitants to Kawith, and knew fo well how ta
vecommend himfelf to the favour of their chief,
that he was promoted to the rank of Beiales, or
commander of the troops. This Maftlow, in the
year 1768, wrotea letter to_the governor of Kam-
chatka, in which he advifed him to open a trade
with this country. His letter came to hand by
the way of the Kurelles, but the governor, being
perfuaded that it was a forged bufinefs of fome of
the Ruffian merchants, defpifed the invitation, and
the coffack who brought the letter from the Ku-
relles was thrown into prifon, and beat with the
batogh as a reward for his zeal.

Cfulgan Jdzon is fituated in 43 deg: 27 min.
north latitude, and 352 deg. 58 min. longitude
from Boltha. This ifland is twenty leagues in
length from eaft to weft, and {ix leagues in breadth
from north to fouth. Captam Spanneberg, in the
year 1741, was in fight of this ifland, but did not
approach it. It is equal in fertlhty to Kawith,
and its name is derived from a word denotmg
copper, with which it abounds. For Cfulgu denotes
copper. On the northern fide of this ifland there
is a town and harbour. The name of the town is
Tchouppou Jdzon, which denotes the town of the
Sun.

3. Madnas Jdzon lies in 44 deg. o min. north
latitude, and 351 deg. o min. longitude from Bol-
ftha. Its length from north-eaft to fouth-weft is
thirty-eight leagues, and its breadth is from twelve
to {eventeen leagues. In the year 1743, a pilot,
named Novodzikow, who is ftill living at Kam-
chatka, landed on this ifland in a Bajdara He in-
formed me, that he had received, in exchange for

ot k' T an
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an old hat, two pieces of gold ftruck with a mark,
which weighed together two ounces and a half. 1
verified this fact by confulting the regifters of the
chancery. The two pieces were fent to Peterfburgh.
This Novodzikow was very civilly received, and
difmiffed by the inhabitants; but a fhort time after-
wards Lieutenant Walton came to the ifland, with a
double fhallop, and fome excefles, committed by
his crew, occafioned them all to be cut off, There
is likewife a very good harbour and town on the
fouth-fide of the ifland ; this laft is called Ouratilkiva
Jdzon, orred town; it is well peopled, carries on
on a brifk trade, and is fubjett to Kunafchir.

4. Kunafchir Jdzon, called by the Ruflians Ze-
lenoioftrow, or green ifland, is fituated in 42 deg.
g0 min.’ north latitude, and 350 deg. 35 min. lon-
gitude from Boltha. It extends from north-eaft to
{fouth-weft fixty-five leagues in length, and its breadth
varies from twenty-eight to twelve leagues. On the
northern part of the ifland is a very excellent har-
bour; into the bottom of which runs a fine river,
though fhallow. Several bays on the weftern coaft
afford a very good pearl fithery. . The principal
town on this ifland is called Kunafhiran, in which
the king of the country refides. There are feveral
other towns of lefs magnitude on this ifland : Ku-
nafhir Matza, on the fouth-weft fide of the ifland ;
Kunafhiraapi in the centre; and Kunafhir Orgurt
on the eaftern coaft. = ‘The relations of Spanneberg
affirm, that he faw more than two hundred veflels
or boats off the ifland.

In theyear 1769 the court of Peterfburgh fent
to the iflands Jedzo two young men, named An-
tippe Tartarino and Ottlafow, who had learned a
few Japanele words at Irkuczk ; but no news was
heard of them during the whole time of my flay
in thefe parts. The beft founded notion that I
could obtain of this ifland is, that it is regularly
governed by a king; that ftrangers on their arrival

are
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are obliged to eftablifh themfelves there by marriage,
and-are carefully watched. = It is evident that their
riches muft be immenfe, and their force, confifting
of armed men, confiderable; fince this ifland
proved able to refift the emperor of Japan for a
feries of years. A

5. Fiaffi Kamoni Jdzon, or health of God, 1s
fituated in 41 deg. 10 min. north latitude, and
248 deg. o min. longitude from Boltha. This
ifland is very populous, and its government is regu-
larly adminiftered, fubje¢t to Kunafchir. Horfes
have been feen on this ifland. The inhabitants are
always in arms on account of their differences
with the Koreans, notwith{tanding which the com-
merce between thefe two hations is carried on with-
out interruption, through the medium of the ifland
of Matzumay. There are two towns on this ifland,
one to the fouth and the other to the weft.

6. Matzumay is fituated in 41 deg. 30 min.
north latitude, and 347 deg. longitude from Bol-
fha. Its length from north-eaft to fouth-weft is
forty leagues, and its breadth from eaft to weft is
twenty-feven - leagues. This ifland has two good
harbours, one on the north and the other on the
fouth fide. It is interfeéted by feveral fine rivers.
'The capital town is on the welt part of the ifland,
and likewife bears the name of Matzumay. This
ifland - has been conquered by the Japanefe, who
maintzin a garrifon of three thoufand men here,
befides which there are more than fourteen huna
dred Japanefe exiles, condemned to the works.
Moft of the natives of the ifland retired to Ku-
nathir after the conqueft.

The Dutch company, in the year 1754, pro-
pofed to the Emperor of Japan to make a voyage
to the northward of his country, under his good
pleafure, and to conquer theiflands of Jedzo: but
E themperor was fo far frrrom accepting their pro;f)c;'

2 fal,
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fal, that he forbad the Hollanders to think of if,
on pain of being excluded from their commerce.

The foregoing thort detail contains all that can
be faid or written, confiftently with truth, concern-
ing the pretended land of Jedzo, or company’s
land.

¢ H A P. XXXVIL

A Supplement to the Defcription of the Coaft of Tartary
and the Ifland Saghalin.

TH E gulph of Uda, formed by'cape Allangaddi,
fituated in 54 deg. 1o min. north latitude, and 345
deg. 15 min. longitude from Bolfha ; and extending
to the northward of the entrance of the river Amour,
is filled with fmall iflands which fhut up its en-
trance.

"The mouth of the river Amour lies in 52 deg.
50 min. north latitude, and 346 deg. o min. longi-
tude from Boltha. The Koreans call this river
Saghalin, and its courfe extends near five hundred
leagues into the country. It is capable of receiving
vellels of the greateft burden. Its entrance is due
fouth, in which are fifteen fmall iflands forming a
bay, which abounds in pearls. The fouthern paxt
of this bay is Cape Vifitua, in 52 deg. 20 min.
north latitude, and 347 deg. 5 min. longitude from
Bolfha. The importance of this river to Ruffia is
of the higheft magnitude; for by means of one
of its branches a communication may be had with
Mandfchou, and by the fecond as far as Teiffou,
fituated on the gulph of Pekin,

Saghalin
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Saghalin ifland lies to the eaftward of the en-
trance of the river Amour: the center of the ifland
isin 52 deg. o min. north latitude, and 349 deg.
o min. longitude, from Bolfha. Its length from
north to fouth is fixty-nine leagues, and its breadth
from eaflt to weft from fiftcen to twenty leagues.
It is interfected by feveral rivers, and has excellent
bays and harbours. In the year 1961 there were
reckoned four {mall towns inhabited by the Gilakes,
an independent people, who trade with the Ruffians
and Koreans. This ifland produces the moft beau-
tiful furs, which are fables and foxes fkins. The
northern part i$ mountainous and wild, but the
country to the fouthward is beautiful. To the
northward of this ifland is another fmall ifland

called the Glafs Ifland, (du Verre) in g4 deg. 30

min. north latitude, and 350 deg. o min. longitude
from Boltha. It abounds with talc, but is a defers,

A CON.
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MEMOIRS of the COUNT pe BENYOWSKY:

Being a JournaL of hi§ Voyage by Sea, from the
Peninfula of Kamchatka to Canton in China.

ON the r1th of May, 1771, I went on board
the corvette St. Peter and St. Pauly” in the port of
Bolfha, where I made the following diftributions
for the fea-fervice, and' caufed twenty ports to be
cut in the fide of the veflel for cannon, twelve of
which ~were. of wood.

Myfelf, Count de Benyowiky, Commander in
Chief.  Count Cruftiew fecond.

& VA aRT £ B8

After Guard.

Forecaftle.

Mr. Panow, Mr. Wynbladth,

Mr. Kuzneczow, Mr. Stephanow, v

Mr. Zablikow, Mr. Meder,

Mr. Popow, Mr. Ifmailow,

Mr. Loginow, Mr. Bofcarew,

Mr. Cfurin, Mr. Koftromin,

Mr. Urbanowiky, Mr. Gurcfinin,

Mr. Contrathimaitre, Mr. Baturin,

29 Hunters, fore-maft 28 Private men, ferving
men. before the maft,

37 perfons.

36 perfons.

Total, 75 doing duty.
9 Women, and '
12 Paflen,:rs, } ¥
On the whole, g6.
ARMAMENT
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ArMAMENT of the CoRrRVETTE.

96 Perfons, including g women,
8 PieSes of cannon,
2 Howitzers,
2 Mortars for bombs,
120 Mufkets with bayonets,
8o Sabres,
6o Piltals,
1,600 1b. of gunpowder,
200 1b. Weight of bullets,
8oo Ib. Salted flefh,
1,200 |b. Salted fifh,
3,000 Ib, Dried fifh,
1,400 lb. Whale oil,
200 lb. Sugar,
soo lb. Tea,
4,000 lb. Damaged flour,
40 1b. Butter,
113 Ib. Cheefe,
6,000 Ib. Different piece§®f iron work,
120 Grenades,
gco Cannon ball,
5o 1b. Sulphur,
200 lb. Saltpetre,
1,200 lb. * (thesword wanting in the
manufcript. )
36 Butts of water,
126 Chefts of furs,
14 Anchors, and _f{undry cordage, with
change of fails,
One fhallop and one canoe.
The corvette drawing eight feet eleven inches
and eight feet five inches of water.
At eleven in the forenoon I caufed divine fervice
to be celebrated, according to the fites of the
Greek church. Te Deum was chaunted, and after-

* Moft probably Charcoal.
wards
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wards the whole company renewed their oath of
obedience to my orders: at five in the evening
dropped down the river and moored at the entrance.

Thurfday, the 12th of May, weighed anchor, and
after fetting the boftages at liberty, failed out of the
harbour on a fouthern courfe. A very light breeze
from north-north-weft.

The day being hazy, and almoft ¢alth, anchored
on the bank : depth of water from three fathoms
and a quarter to three and a half; coarfe greenith
fand.” At four o’clock a breeze fpringing up, fet
fail, and pafled between the two banks. The veflel
ftuck in a floating piece of ite, which we broke by
firing a cannon againft it. From the quarter-maf-
ter’s report, all well, fix inches watet in the hold,
at two hours andsa half. Latitude failed from,
52 degree$;. 32 ftinutes ; longitude failed from, 359
degreesy o mimutes; latitude in, 51 degrees 32
minutés ; longitade in, 358 degrees, 36 minutes
tfrom Boltha ; wingdinorth-north-weft; curtent from

| fouth to northy colirfe fouth. v
' Friday, May thé 3th, clofé cloudy wexther, with
a ftrong breeze ffom north-notth-weft, foundings
from 16 to 24 fathof ; fine greenith fand. A heavy
fea from the north-weft. We held on outr courfe
to the fouthward, in th€ evening reefed our top-fails,
At day-break we difeeveged the rotk Alayd to the
weftward. At nine A.M. 2 confultation was held re-
fpecting the courfe to be failed. I'propofed to moor
niear one of the Kurelleseiflands, to ‘coltect fome pro-
fions and bake bredds and ‘the company declared
their readinefs to acquiefte in whatever I might
judge proper.

According to the fuattet-mafter’s report, every
one on board in good health. Latitude failed from,
51 degrees, 34 minutes; longitide failed from, 358
degrees, 36 minutes; latitude in, 50 degrees, 27

minutes ;
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minutes’; longxtude in, 359 degrees, 14 minutes,
from Boltha., Wind north- nosth weft; current
from north to fouth; courfe fouth-{outh: eaﬁ

Saturday, May the 14th, among the Kurelles
iflands,clofe hazy weather, w xth fnovz and a confide-
rable megu]ar fwell Saw feveral whales putfued by
the fword-fith. A very ftrong current obferved from
orth to fouth; kepton a fouth fouth-eaft courfe,
having two 1ﬂands in fight: that on the larboard
bearmg fouth-fouth-eaft, and ‘on the ftarboard fouth-
weft one quarter fouth. The fight of thefe iflands
oceafioned fome difturbance; for feveral of the com-
pany requefted me to come to an anchor ; and as
they thought proper to threaten me upon my not
attending to their demand, I put two under con-
ﬁhemenr and determined not to come to anchor at
the hurelies iflands, for fear of fome mutinous con-
fequences. In the middle of the channel between
thefe two iflands our foundings were 23 fathom,
fine fand, and greenith coral. Abgut fix in the
evening the wind increafed; fhortened fail during
the night, and at day- bxeak difcavesed a bajdara or
boat ofthe country, which made for the thore at
fight of us. Many birds in fight, #§ing from fouth
to north. Latitude failed from 50 “degrees, 27 ‘mis
nutes north; longitude failed 'from, 359 degrees,
13 minutes ; latitude in, 50 degsees, 15 minutes’
longitude in, c degrees, 30 minutes, from Bolfhz,
Wind weft; current from northto fouth; courfe
fouth-eaft, 19 degrees, 37 minutes:

Sunday, May the 15th, clofe fogfy weather ; a
ftrong fteady breeze, with a great fwell of the fea
in the evening ; carried away the end of the main-
yard. People employed making okum and {mall
cordage. Obferved fome floating weed and fome
whales.

According to the quarter-mafter’s report, the -
whole company in good health.  One butt of water

ﬁ.}.rt(’d
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ftarted. Latitude failed from, go degrees, 15 mi.
nutes ; longitude failed from, o degrees, 30 minutes;
latitude in, 51 degrees 21 minutes ; longitude in,
3 degrees, 54 minutes. from Bolfha. Wind weft;
current from fouth-weft to north-eaft ; courfe norths
ealt, 57 degrees, 39 minutes. o SRR
“Monday, May the 16th, clofe cloudy weather
with much fnow; variable winds. This day Ifmai.
low was accufed of having made a feditious propo.
{al to the two Kamchadales; he was ordered into
confinement upon bread and water.

According to the report, fix men and one woman
fick ; latitude failed from, 51 degrees, 21 minutes;
longitude failed from, 3 degrees 54 minutes; lati
tude in, §2 degrees 34 minutes; longitude in, §
degrees, 30 minutes, from Boltha. Wind weft;
current from fouth to north; courfe north-eaft one
quarter north.

Tuefday, May the 17th, weather fomewhat clear,

with uncertain winds, the fun appearing at inter-
vals. 'Towards evening rain and fnow ; took feveral
cod-fith; faw whales fwimming from fouth to north,
with feveral flights of birds from eaft to weft. In
the night the wind frefhened with a confiderable
{well of the fea.
o According to the report, four perfons fick; lati
tudg failed from, 52 degrees, 34 minutes ; longitude
faﬂqﬂd from, 5 degrees, 30 minutes ; latitude in, 54
degrees 15 minutes north 3 longitude in, 6 degrees,
58 minutes, from Boltha. Wind welt one quarter
porth ; currengfrom fouth to north; courfe north:
eaft.

Nednefday, May the 18th, clofe foggy weather,
with fnow and rain; great quantities of floating
weed round the fhip, of which we collefted a quan-
tity, to ferve in cafe of neceflity; faw feveral black
eagles; employed this day in repairing the fhallop
and finall beat, and cleaning our arms.

According
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According to the report, four perfons fick; lati-
tude failed from, 54 degrees, 15 minutes; longi-
tude failed from, 6 degrees 58 minutes; latitude in,

‘g5 degrees 19 minutes north ; longitude in, 7 deg.

minutes from Bolfha.  Wind welt ; current
from fouth-ealt to north-weft; courfe north, one
uarter eaft.

Thurfday, May the 19th, the ifle Beering ‘in
fight ; hazy weather. By a good obfervation 1 de-
termined the latitude of this ifland to be 55 degrees,
15 minutes north, and its longitude 8 degrees, o
minutes, from Bolfha. I came to an anchor, at
the diftance of half a league from the weftern coaft,
sn 28 fathom water, coarfe fand and thells. As
foon as we had brought to, I fent the fmall boat
with Mr. Panow and ten armed affociates, to exa-
mine the ifland, with orders, . that when they had
found a place of fhelter, to let me know by three
fires, and fend the canoe immediately for me; but
in cafe they found any veflel in the harbour or road,
they were directed to come back without landing.
After his departure I hove up the anchor, and fuf-
fered the veffel to drive towards the ifland. At
the diftance of a quarter of a league the wind
flackened, and forced me to come to. We foon
obferved the fignal. and approached a bay, in which
1 found a very good bottom at 5o fathom ; the fmall
boat having come back, was fent to take the found-
ings, after which we moored in 8 fathom water.

According to the report, two fick ; latitude failed
from, 5 degrees, 19 minutes ; longitude failed from,
» degrees, 54 minutes; latitude in, 55 degrees,
19 minutes north ; longitude in, 8 degrees, n min.
ffom Bolfha. "Wind fouth and calm ; current from
fouth to'north; courfe north and eaft.

Friday,  May the zoth, atanchor in a bay on the
coaflt of the ifland of Beering, the weather fine
and calm, Although Mr. Panow had affured me

that
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that he found no ‘perfon upon the ifland, I never. |
thelefs fent a party to make dilcoveries, and fent

another party on fhore to conftru¢t a cabin and

ovens, to bake our bread. Having determined to

go on thore myfelf, I gave orders for cleaning the
tiers, and airing our provifions ; after which %em—
barked in the fmall boat with fix of the aflociates,
and made a fketch of the bay.

When I came on fhore 1 had a tent fet up, and
about five in the evening the party who had been
{ent upon difcovery, returned, and related, that at
the diftance of a league from the bay they had dif.
covered a cabin in which they found a dog, and
underneath a tub a letter, which they brought me.
Mr. Kuzneczow, the commander of the party, affurs
ed me, that he had likewife found four barrels of
whale oil in the cabin, with ten or twelve quintals
of falted fith. He added, that, in his opinion,
there were certainly people upon the ifland, be-
caufe he had obferved recent traces on the fnow
and a bath newly conftruéted. To clear up my
doubts I read the letter, which is as follows:

¢ Health to all thole who may arrive on this
< ifland. I inform them that the fhip Elizabeth,
¢ which left the port of Ochoczk in the year 1769,
“ under mhy command, remained at this ifland a
“* whole year, after having received much damage
“ by tempefts. After this long ftay, being aflured
“ that all our attempts to put her into a fituation
““ to carry us home were ulelels, we broke her
¢ up, and built boats out of her materials, in
“¢ which I.am about to proceed on a voyage towards
. ¢ the ifland, which lies to the eaftward, in hopes
¢ of finding fome veflel, in which myfelf and
“ crew may return, Written January 24, 1771,

“ Ivan OcHoTyN, Captain,
¢ BarTasa Bavraxirow, Pilot.”’

On
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On the fouthern part of the ifland Mr. Kuznec-
zow found likewife five crofles ereéted, one of
which bore the following infcription

¢ ‘To the honour of God and St. Nicholas, in
“ the year 1769, on the 28th of April, this crofs
« was erefted by Peter Kreniczin, commander of
“ the expedxtlon fent for the difcovery of Cali-
“ fornia.”’

This laft difcovery was not of any confequence,
but the difcovery of a fpecies of turnips and very
good garlick was extremely ufeful to wus, as well
as the provifion of falted fith and whale oil. With
refpett to the letter, after mature examination, I
was convinced that the writing was frefh: feveral
reflettions led me to recolle&, that I had often
heard fpeak of this Ochotyn, who was reported at
Ochoczk to have become a pirate. To clear up my
doubts, I enquired of my companions whether any
of them knew Ochotyn, and feveral of them im-
mediately informed me, that Ochotyn was not a
Ruffian, and that having feized the fhip he com-
manded, and perfuaded his crew to follow his for-
tune, }gc had fettled in the Aleuthes iflands, where
during the laft two years he had taken other Ruffian
fhips, whofe crews had placed themfelves under his
command : fo that the number of Europeans under
him muft amount to more than one hundred, befides
that a number of the iflanders had nominated him
their chief. Upon this information I concluded,
that Ochotyn, or at leaft fome of his party, were on
the ifland ; in co'lfﬂqaepce of which I chofe five of
our company, whom I fent out feparately, well
armed and fupplied with provifion, and likewife a
letter of inviration addrefled to Ochotyn or the
people of his party to prevent any unlucky mif-
chance, I gave orders for a ftri&t look out both on
fhore and on board.

According

&2
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According to the report, the whole company in |

gaod health.

Saturday, the s1ft, at Beering’s ifland, in the

bay . St. Maurice, fo_named by. my _companions ;

fine weather, and the fnow melting. This day the
flour was brought on fhote, and we began to bake:

bread in five ovens we had buile. My companions

built me a commodious cabin. This day I.dife

patched twenty-two of the people to carry the falted
&£h and whale oil on beard : fix men were: fent to
cat wood, and the carpenter Nikita repaired  the
main yard. In the evening fent on board. twentys
four barrels of frefh water, four cords of fire-wood,
and part-of the falted filh, with a cafk of garlick,

and a quantity of roots. The night pafled without,

difturbance, but at-five in the morning I was awak-

ened by Mr. Cruftiew, who informed me that he

had heard feveral-thots fired to the fouthward  of
the ifland. 1 immediately went out of my cabin,

and heard feveral other fucceflive reports ; on which |

1 gave immediate orders to beat an-alarm, and was
joined by twenty of the people from on board. = To

difcover what had happened, as well: as to affift

thofe who had been difpatched the evening before,
I cave orders to Mz, \Vynbladth to embark with
fixteen men in the fhallop, and proceed to the
fouthern point of the bay, in order to obferve more
e26ly from whence the noife might proceed.  After
h:wi'ng difpatched him, I left the command to Mr.
Cruftiew, and embarked in the {fmall boat myfelf
with eight of our people, We foon pafled the
fhatlop, and on our arrival at the fouth point I per-
ceived a bajdara, which rowed towards us, with
five people on board. On their approach we per-
ceived they were Ruflians, and one of them hal:
lowed, and told us that he had a letter for the
commander of the corvette St. Peter.  Lhey foon

came
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came up with us, and gave me the letter, which I
read, and propofed to them to come on board my
veflel. They agreed to this, and declared that their
general had ordered them to come on board, which
they accordingly did at ten o’clock precifely.

On my arrival I found my people in the greatelt
confufion. Mr. Stephanow informed me -that he
had difcovered a mutiny, by means of Alexi An-
dreanow.  Upon examination I heard that Mr.
Ifmailow, with his friend Zablikow and fifteen
others, had entered into an oath to feize the firft
opportunity, when the greateft part of the people
fhould be on fhore and myfelf on board, to fecure
my perfon, and afterwards return to Kamchatka;
but, in cafe they could not carry this projet into
effe®, that.they fhould affaffinate me, fet fire to the
veflel, and quit the ifland in the {hallop. The de-
pofition of Andreanow was confirmed by Popow
and Rabalow. I therefore immediately armed thofe
perfons on whom I could place the moft dependence,
and afterwards muftered the whole company, to
whom I expoled the authors of the plot. Thefe
were immediately put in irons, and carried on
fhore to be tried by a council which I nominated,
and over which Mr. Cruftiew was appointed to
prefide. After this bufinefs was finithed, I directed
my attention to fhew every civility to the perfons
who brought Mr. Ochotyn’s letter.

According to the report, one perfon fick and
nineteen prifoners.

Sunday, May the 22d, in the bay of St. Maurice,
at Beerings ifle; weather fqually, with rain; wind
fouth-weft. At three o’clock my adjutant prefented
to me a memorial in the name of the whole com-
pany, requefting that Mr. Ifmailow and the Kam-
chadale Parenczin, with his wife, fhould be fet on
fhore, and abandoned in the ifland, and that the

others,
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others, who had been feduced by them, fhould be |
punifhed with fifty lathes, and afterwards reftored
to their fonions, firlt renewing their oath of
obedience. 1 complied with this general requeft|
the more willingly, as it was an obje& of great
confequence to give an example and eftablith my
autherity by this proceeding. After 1 had fent
my orders on fhore in writing to Mr. Cruftiew,
T communicated the contents of the letter I had
teceived to the whole company ; it was as follows:

¢ Health to the brave and intrepid comman.
s der of the veflel St. Peter and all his company.

¢« Pear friends and companions, we heard with
s much joy of your happy arrival on this ifland,
¢ The men whom you fent to find us have in.
« formed us of your whole intentions, and we
¢ have detained them lefs as hoftages than a
« friends, whom we are defirous of fending back
¢ with provifions, which you muft be in want of.
¢« Permit our companions who bring this letter
% to go on board your thip; it is probable they
“ may meet with fome acquaintance, which would
s be very agreeable to us. We entreat the com:
s mander to inform us, whether he thinks propet
¢ to confent to a conference with us, and for
¢ this purpole we pray that he will fend back our
 companions, and inform us of the placg of rep
¢ dezvous. We with you all profperity, and re.
¢ commend outlelves to your friend(hip. Adieu.

“ Jean OcuoOTYN,
¢ in the name of the company.”

After having heard the different opinions ref-
pecting what was the moft proper to be done, I
determined to fend back one of the five with my
anfwer, and to keep the cther four until the re
turn of my own people. My letter was conceived
in the following terms:

ba

¢¢ 1 cannot}
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¢ T cannot exprefs the fatisfaction which 1 receiv-
¢« ed from the information of your refidence on
< this ifland. The conduét and behaviour of the
« famous Ochotyn have fecured him my efteem
¢ for this year palt, and nothing prevents my fee-
¢ ing him and affuring him of my friendfhip.

<« Do not attribute the precautions which I re-
¢ quire for our interview to miftruft; but perfuade
¢« yourfelf that an excefs of prudence is hurtful
¢« only to men who are deftitute of courage. Ire-
¢ quire therefore, that to-morrow, at fix o’clock,
¢« Mr. Ochotyn fhall repair with four of his people
¢ to the fouthern point of ‘the bay, where I will
¢« come at the fame hour, with an equal number;
« a5 foon as we come in fight of each other, we
« will lay down our arms and join company.

¢¢ Maurice Auguft.”

This day was employed in carrying on board the
bifcuit which our people had made out of the damag-
ed flour. Towards the evening, I permitted fix of
our affociates to go on a hunting expedition, with
orders to return at fix in the morning. Mr. Meder
returned on board, and brought with him feveral
nuts and fome pieces of camphor wood, which
had been wrought; he found thefe on the fhore.
About eleven o’clock we found the cable was cut,
and weighed the anchor with great difficulty. At
five in the morning I fired three guns, and leaving
the command of the veflel in the bands of Mr.
Panow, I embarked in the fhallop with four aflociates.
At three quarters after five I arrived at the point,
where I found Mr. Ochotyn on fhore, by whom I
was very politely received. He was a handlome
figure, thirty-fix years of age, and {poke very good
German and French. After the firft civilities he
related his hiftory and adventures, which deferve a
particular narration. I fhall confine myfelf, how-
ever, to the fubftance, which is as follows:

Now. L U Mr
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Mr. Ochotyn was a man of family in Saxony,
and ferved under the Emprefs Elizabeth, in the
rank of captain, in the regiment of Smolenfkot,
which he left for the employment of Adjutant to
General Apraxin. When that General was arreft-
ed, by order of the Emprefs, he was himfelf likes
wife fent to prifon, with Mr. Baron Klufewtky,
who is ftill an exile at Jakutzk, under the name of
Fitkin. Mr. Ochotyn was not delivered from pri-
fon until he was fent as an exile into Siberia. On
his arrival at Jakutzk, he obtained the favour of
being fent to Ochoczk, where he engaged himfelf
on board a fhip fitted out for catching beavers. He
made two voyages in this veflel, but, during the
third, having fecured the attachment of fifty of
the crew, he feized the veflel at the Aleuthes iflands,
with which he made prize of two others, whofe
crews joined his fortune. His party at firft con-
fifted of one hundred and thirty four determined |
men, able to contend with the maritime force of
Ochoczk. Eighteen months afterwards he had the
good fortune to eftablifh himfelf on one of the largeft
of the Aleuthes iflands, where he formed connec-
tions, by mieans of the marriages of his companions
with the girls of the country. The dependence he
could place on the friendfhip of the natives of thele
iflands had determined him to form colonies; but,
as he was without the neceffary arms and utenfils,
he had determined to vifit Kamchatka and Ochoczk,
with the intention of utterly deftroying thefe two
eftablifhments, and carrying off every thing which
he might find fuitable to his purpofes.

After he had finithed his explanation, be propof:
ed to me to join forces in the execution of this pro
je& of eminent vengeance, which we had both
equal reafons for being defirous of. In anfwer to
this dire@ propofal, I replied, that 1 was highly
mottified that it was not in my power to comply

with
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with his intentions; becaufe my fituation required a
{peedy return to Europe; befides whic h, I repre.
fented to him that his prefent :force was fufficient
to infure the fuccefls of his enterprize. But as he
was determined to form colonies in the iflands, I
advifed him to addrefs himfelf to fome FEuropean
power, to obtain their fupport; for which  purpofe
L offered him my fervices, . Thefe refle@ions ap-
peared reafonable to him, and he accepted my offers
as I-thall notice more amply in its piacc. On my
part, I gave 'him a faithful account of my adven-
tures, and. we {wore friendfhip to each other, After
whlch, we feparated; he to join his companions,
and myfelf to| return on board, where I found every
thing in perfet order.

N: B.: The family, of; Mr. Ochotyn is known in
Saxony by the name of Leuchtenfeld, and. he. re-
ferred,iiniproaf. of his, aflertion, to B:.mn Laffert,
a Pruflian officer, who was exiled to Kolima, und
seturned’ to Xurope in 1760, in conﬂ'q“f’nce of the
prefling reclamation which was made by his Majefty
the King of Pruffia.

Monday May, the 23d; 1771, in the bay, St.
Maurice, in: Beering’s lﬂmd, clear weather, wind
S. W. the whole day was employed in rcpani g the
veflel. At three o’clock a canoe arrived {rom “Mr.

Ochotyn, with a prefent of one bundred and fifty
fine beaver fkins, in return for whldll fer t him
two hundred  pounds of gunpowder, onec hundre

pounds of  lead, and a confiderable qua vmty of iron
work, &c. but the moft acceptable prefent ‘to Mr.
Ochotyn’s people was, two hundred and forty ells of
cloth and twenty-five facks of flour.

In the evening I fent on board twenty-two facks
of bifcuit and two catks of falt fith. In the night
I vifited Mr. Ochotyn, in company with Mr. Pa-
now ; we found fix cabins well built, and defended
by a pallifade, flanked with four fmall cannon. Ke
U 2 was
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was feated near a fire; with thirty-five affociates.
Tea was firlt ferved up, and afterwards we employed
the whole night in converfation, and in drawing
up letters, which he gave'me, with a view to deter-
mine fome Furopean poweér to affift “his- projets.
At day break I'took my leave, and returned on
board ‘at eight o’clock. At ten, T afféembled the
whole compahy, and propofed quitting the ifland to
continue our voyage to China, from which place we
might moft conveniéntly ‘retutn to Euarope’ Upon
this propofal, the company requefted time to con-
fider, and their ‘refolution was poftponed till the
following day. o ‘
According to the réport, the'whole company'in
good healih. - 1134
Tuefday May 24th, inthe bay'of St. Maurice, at
the ifle of Beering, foggy " weathér,>wifid difpofed
to {qualls from'the fouthward.! 'At'twoTin the after-
noon my adjutant prefented’ three deputies from the
company, who informed ‘e, that'the refolution of
the fociety was taken, and that théy were" detet-
nined to feck a paffage to the ‘nerthward of Kam-
chatka, as the feafon, being fumuier, affured our
fuccefs, and even fuppofing we ‘fhould* find infur-
mountable obftacles, we thould be always able-to
treach the continent ‘of “America.“~“To  this repre-
fentation, as I had underftood from my intimate
friends that the company was refolved” to follow
their plan in {pite of me, T'confented, becaufe un-
willintg“openly to. oppofe their * decifion. ~ For'ja
great part of the company, after having reflected
on what-had “happened “at  Kamchatka; might pro-
bably have repented, and have been difpofed 'to
a& treacherounfly towards' me, ‘as " ‘thie “neighbour-
“hood of Kamchatka ‘would facilitate “all their at-
tempts.
In the evening Treceived advice from Mr. Ocbotyn,
that Mr. Stephanow had written to him, acquaifit-
ing
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ing him, that he himfelf, together with a party of
our affociates, were refolved to enter into his troop ;
in confequence of which Mr. Ochotyn advifed me
to quit the ifland as foon as poffible, and aflured me,
that in cafe of a revolt, he would aflift me in pu-
nithing the guilty. I multered the whole com-
pany, and declared to them that I fhould not follow
their plan but with regret, as I was perfuaded, that
it would lead us into misfortunes, which it was now
in our power to avoid. I afflured them that I did
not think it poflible to double the cape Tfukefi, and
that, when the eafterly monfoon failed, we might
find it impofiible to reach the coalt of America ; but
that as I was determined to facrifice my private opi=
nions to the wifh of the company, which fhould at
all times be my law, I would fatisfy their expe&ta-
tion, though at the fame time I thought it neceflary
to warn the fociety, that I had well-founded reafons
to fufpect that fome among them were engaged in a
defign prejudicial to our common intereits, and that
I forebore mentioning the leaders, merely with the
hope that it would caufe them to return to their
duty, and that they ought to attribute my lenity to
this motive.  Being thus determined to quit the
ifland with the firlt wind, I fent a party on fthore
to erect a crofs with the following infcription :

<« May the 24th, 1771. Maurice Auguit Aladar
“ de Benyowiky, after his happy deliverance from
© ¢ exile at Kamchatka, caufed this crofs to be erett-
“ ed during his ftay at this ifland.”

At ten o’clock Mr. Stephanow atked leave to
fpeak with me in private. When I had admitted
him into my cabin, he informed me that he had
difcovered a plot againft me, and that he was re-
folved to quit me no more, but look to my pre-
fervation. I exprefled my furprize at this, and
freely declared, that if I had apprehended any thing,

I thould
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1 fhould have atrefted him the firft, as I had fuf-
ficient proofs againft himj but that as I was not
of a timid difpofition, he was indebted, for his
fafety, to my contempt, After this anfwer I com:
municated the letter of Mr. Ochotyn to hLim, and
informed him, that I fhould be difpofed to forget
every thing, and would not afk him even to name
his accomplices, provided he fhewed a proper re-
pentance, and gave me no occafion to recollect his
criminal difpofition, and, as a proof how far my
delicacy to him proceeded, I would promife to
keep his behaviour a profound fecret, left he fhould
be univerfally defpifed, upon its being known. The
firmnefs with which I fpoke to him overcame him,
and he threw himfelf at my feet, acknowledging
himfelf guilty, and imploring my forgivenefs, which
I granted.

According to the report, all well.

Wednefday, May the 25th, clofe cloudy weather
the ifland covered with fogs ; wind variable, between
fouth and weft; A fouth-fouth-weft wind in the
offing. Set fail. At three hoifted in the fhallop
and fmall boat, and direéted our courfe to the north-
ward. Inthe evening the wind changed from fouth
to eaft. . In the morning the northernmoft point of
the ifland bore from eaft to eaft, one quarter fouth.

According to the report, all well; latitude in,
s¢ degrees, 58 minutes; longitude from Bolfha,
7 degrees, 56 minutes. Wind fouth, fouth-fouth-
weft and fouth-fouth-eaft ; current fouth-eaft ; courfe
north.

—Thurfday, May the 26th, clear weather, with
fnow at intervals, but freezing. A heavy fwell
from fouth-weft. In the evening faw fome pieces
of floating wood with ice upon them. At the clofe
of the night faw feveral flights of birds, directing
their courfe from north to fouth. During the whole
night the fky was clear, and the ftars fhone bright,

but
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but the cold increafed and began to freeze our
rigging. -At day-break we were furrounded with
floating wood and pieces of ice. About ten o’clock
a whale, of a very large fize, came {o near us, that
I was obliged to fire at it. ‘'I'he {fecond ball caufed
it to dive.

According to the report, all in good health; la-
titude in, 57 degrees, 45 minutes, north; longi-
tude from Bolfha, 7 degrees, 54 minutes. Wind
fouth-weft ; current from fouth to north; courfe
north.

Friday, May the 27th, under fail. Clear weathe
and exceflive cold, wind ftrong and irregular, with
a very heavy fea. Our veffel ftruck feveral times
againft ice-drifts, of enormous magnitude, the fur-
face of which was covered with wood. - In the
evening we were fet faft between two ice-drifts,
which floated in the dire&tion of the veflel; the
pitching of the fhip caufed a confiderable damage
to her fore parts againft the ice; during the night
we had a fudden fquall, which threatened us with
inftant deftru&ion. ‘The violent preflure of the
ice againft the veflel, (the creaking noife of whofe
timbers greatly added to our apprehenfions) pro-
duced a confiderable leak, which occafioned us to
pump without ceafing. In the morning we found
our fails damaged and entirely frozen, for which
reafon I gave orders to keep a fire conftantly at the
foot of each maft upon the deck, which was like-
wife covered with ice, two inches thick. By this
means I fucceeded in thawing the fails. Abour ten
o’clock, the ice-drift on the f'arboard fide broke
away, and we difengaged ourfelves from that on
the larboard.

According to the report, all in good health ;
cleared the well of thirteen inches of water ; lati-
tude in, 58 degrees, o minutes; longitude in, g
degrees, 59 minutes; wind fouth-weft ; current
from

l
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from fouth-weft to north-eaft; courfe eaft-north.
eaft.

Saturday, May the 28th, clear weather without
fnow, but infupportably cold. A ftrong irregular
wind, with a heavy f{well from north-north-eaft;
got down the damaged yards and replaced them by
others. At three o’clock obferved a veflel to the
northward, at three leagues diftant. In the even-
ing hove the lead, and found no bottom. In the
night the weather was exceedingly clear and cold.
The wind frethened, and the fhip made good way.
At day-break faw land ; at eleven o’clock I gave di-
re@ions to make a fketch of its appearance, and,
though .1 was embarraffed by the difagreement of
the Ruffian charts, I took it for cape Apachazana.
Latitudein 59 degrees, o minutes ; longitude in 13
degrees, 2o minutes; wind weft-fouth-weft; cur-
rent from north to fouth ; courfe eaft-north-eaft.

Sunday, May the 29th, a ftrong breeze and clofe
cloudy weather, with a heavy fwell from north-
weft, which frequently endangered us by driving
large pieces of ice againft the veflel. The confide-
rable mafles of thefe ice-drifts formed whole moun-
tains around us, and threatened us with inevitable
deftruéion, for the veflel being ftruck every inftant
by them was ftrongly agitated, and large maffes of
ice freezing to the fhip’s fides, and occafionally
lifted out of the water by .her motion, damaged her
on all fides. Every roll was followed by an afto-
nithing noife, occafioned by the rupture of thefe
icy appendages. © Our fears were greatly augmented
by the increafe of the water in the hold, and dur-
ing the night, the whole company were alarmed
even to ftupefattion. About four in the morning
the wind increafed, and carried away our fprit-fail-
yard; and about five we loft our foretop-maft. At
fix o’clock the veffel lay down on the larboard fide,
and the tiller could not be moved. = Luckily for us,

however,
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however, the arrival of day-light enabled us to fee
that part of the ice was jammed in between the
rudder and the ftern-poft. I fent two of the com-
pany to beat it away, and afterwards we righted the
veflel. It was very fortunate that this accident did
not happen in the night, as in that cafe we fhould
have been loft without remedy. ~About noon the
wind abated, and we perceived ourfelves at the
diftance of two leagues and a half off fhore, of
which I took a view.

At feven hours and a half we had twenty-two
inches water in the hold, which we cleared.

According to the report three fick. Latitude
in, 59 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 14 de-
grees, 34 minutes; wind weft-north-weft ; current
from north-eaft to fouth-weft; courfe eaft, one
quarter north.

Monday, May the 3oth, clofe cloudy weather.
The wind veered round to the fouth-eaft, with lour-
ing weather in the north-eaft quarter ; hove the lead
occafionally, and at five got ground at eighty-five
fathom; grey fand, and broken fhells. The fea
covered with ice-drifts.

At nine Mr. Cruftiew requefted the meeting of
committee, in the name of the company, which I
immediately complied with. As foon as the afloci-
ates were aflembled they requefted me to continue
our courfe no longer towards the north, as they
were convinced that it would be attended with our
deftru&ion. This occafion gave me ample matter
to reproach them for the little confidence they had
thewn me, in compelling me to hold this courfe.
I thought it neceflary to reprefent to them the
many unhappy confequences which would refult
from my being expofed a fecond time to {fubmit to
their pleafure. The dreadful objects which had
alarmed them the preceding day, were ftill prefent
around us, and gave every degree of efficacy to my
difcourfe
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difcourfe : I therefore found no difficulty in obtain-
ing from the whole company a promife, that in fu.
ture they would leave me at liberty to do whatever
1 might think proper and advantageous. As a
mark of my fatisfaction, I gave orders for an extra.
ordinary allowance of brandy to be given them.
At ten o’clock Mr. Panow informed me, that feveral
of our affociates were refolved to quit us at the firft
place where we might anchor. This difcovery was |
immediately verified by the appearance of four of
them, who demanded, in the name of a party,
the number of which they refufed to declare, to go |
on fhore, under pretence of making a provifion of
beavers, whofe fkins might be of fervice to them on
future occafions. The refolute manner in which
thefe deputies made their demand, gave me reafon
to fear a mutiny, which threatened to be fo much
more dangerous, as we were in fightof land ad-
joining to Kamchatka. For this reafon after hav-
ing requefted they would wait a moment for my re-
folution, I ordered Mr. Wynbladth to collett a
party of fuch aflociates as we could moft depend on,
and come with them into my cabin, while Mr. i
Panow might overlook the movements of all thofe,
whom we had reafon to fufpe@t. This order was
immediately put in execution, and, direétly after-
wards, 1 caufed the mutineers to be feized, and
gave orders for a council to be held in the after- |
noon for their examination.

According to the report, five fick, four prifoners.
At fix we had eighteen inches water in the well,
which we cleared. Latitude in, 59 degrees, 40 mi-
nutes; longitude in, 16 degrees, 45 minutes ; wind
fouth-fouth-weft; current from north to fouth;
courle north-eaft, one quarter eaft.

Tuefday, May the 31ft, clear weather and 2
ftrong wind, which permitted us to ufe only our
lower fails: the fea covered with ice-drifts. At

two
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two P. M. affembled the council, to examine the
prifoners. Andreanow declared that their number
was twenty-two, and that Mr. Stephanow was pro-
bably at their head, though he could not pofitively
afirm it, as he had not heard him mentioned* ex-
cept by Sacharinow, which the latter denied. The
council advifed calling all hands, after which I ftated
the fa&t, and requefted their advice on this occafion,
Their refolution was unanimous to punith the
criminals feverely, and, if the author could be
difcovered, to throw him into the fea. In con-
fequence of their refolution, thofe whom I had
reafon to {ufpet as chiefs of the plot, were condemn-
ed to receive each twenty-five lathes; and the others,
upon exprefling their forrow, weredifcharged, after
afking pardon of the company. But, asI had juft
caufe to fear the confequences of this mutiny, I took
away their arms. Mr. Panow, irritated againft his
relation, whom he found always bufied in caballing,
declared to him, that he was determined to put him
to death himfelf, on the firlt fimilar occafion. This
declaration, made in the prefence of the whole com-
pany, produced an admirable effeét.

In the evening I was alarmed by an outcry and
tumult upon deck, occafioned by Sacharinow, the
friend of Stephanow, who threatened to kill Sibeaw;
but as Mr. Cruftiew was prefent he caufed Sachari-
now to be feized and put in irons.

The night was clear, but the cold was fo intenfe
that all the water in the hold was frozen. Happily
for us the wind had driven away the ice. At ten
we faw feveral whales fwimming from north to fouth,
At eleven punifhed Sacharinow with so lathes.

According to report, eleven fick ; three water-
cafks burft. Cleared the well of fixteen inches of
water, at fix A. M. Latitude in, 61 degrees, 37
minutes : longitude in, 19 degrees, 3 minutes ; wind

fouths
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fouth-eaft ; current from the north; courfe north,
north-eaft.

Wednefday, June the 1ft, cloudy weather and
foggy, with cold. Few drifts, but the fhip fur:
rounded with floating wood. Saw feveral flight of
birds called Urille.” Thefe are all over white ex-
cept the head, the extremities of the wings and the
tail, which are black, The beak and feet are of a
deep yellow. They camefo near us that I thot two;
and found them as large as ducks, and their flefh |
of a tolerable good tafte. Towards night the wind
frefhened, and veered to the fouthward ; it was fo
ftrong that I could fet only the lower fails. At
day-break founded, and: got ground at forty-eight
fathoms, fand and fhells. At ten, land in fight, ©
bearing eaft, one quarter fouth, which we foon after
perceived to be an ifland. As we faw another
cape bearing north-eaft one quarter north, I deter
mined to pafs between them, heaving the lead. The
depth of water was from twenty-four to thirty-fix
fathoms. At noon the cape bere north, one quarter
weft, and the ifland fouth. :

According to report thirteen fick, the thip mak-‘
ing no water. Latitude in 62 degrees, o minutes;
longitude in, 22 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind fouth.
{fouth-eaft ; current from north-weft to fouth-eaft;
courfe north-eaft.

Thurfday, June the 2d, variable weather, with
fnow. A frefh breeze from fouth to fouth-fouth:
weft, with a heavy fea. Handed the courfes, and kept
only the mizen and the top-fails fet' all the night
Saw feveral fea-wolves and whales. At day-break
we were furrounded with ice-drifts, upon which we
faw a very great number of land birds. The found-
ing line was feveral times cut afunder by the ice
Weather colder than before.

According to report thirteen fick. Cleared the
well from nine to four inches of water, Latitude

11,
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in, 63 degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in, 25 de-
grees, 4 minutes. Wind fouth-fouth-weft § current
from north:to fouth ; courfe north-eaft.

Friday, June the 3d, at three P. M. fawa very
thick field of ice, to which a large mafs of ice of
earth was attached, with thrubs growing onit.” Tim-
mediately gave orders to found, and had ground at
feventy-four fathoms, coarfe fand and fhells.  The
wind frefhenedat ‘intervals, and it fnowed almoft
continually.” Towards evening the wind flackened
a little, but foon after came on with redoubled
fury and “impetuofity. ~ A hurricane arofe in the

fouth-weft quarter, and blew with fuch violence tha

we'had fmall> hopes of beholding the break of day.
The dathing of the ‘ice againft the veflel was fo fre-
quent that I expected every moment her fides would
have been bulged.  Happily I had the precaution to
lower’ our yards and the top-mafts; the mizen-
maft> was ‘carried away. At the break of day the
hurricane greatly increafed, when on a fudden we
perceived, at the diftance of ‘a league, a reef upon
which the fea broke in a moft dreadful manner.
The return of day thewed us more clearly the dan-
ger we had paffed, by the difcovery of mafles of
ice of a prodigious height piled one upon another.
Our foundings were twenty-fix fathom, and at ten
o’clock we faw land.

According to the report fifteen fick ; the fhip
making much water. Latitude in, 64 degrees, 45
minutes ; longitude in, 26 degrees, 30 minutes.
Wind fouth-weft; current from north to fouth;
courfe north-north-eaflt and north-eait one quarter
north.

Saturday, June the 4th, being refolved to hold on
my courfe until I had determined the diftance be-
tween the two capes, which the Ruffians affirm to
be very near each other, I ftood to the north-
weft along fhore, and about four P. M. obferving

that
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that the northern part of the land of the cape of
America drew to the eaftward, and ftood, off. At
five faw land bearing weft fouth-weft, ‘which  we
foon perceived to be iflands; the ice which the
current brought upon us carried us {o near that
we faw them in the night, and diftinguifhed three in
number at day break. To avoid the direttion of
the ice.drifts I made the beft of my way by fetting
fail, and at ten A. M. we difcovered land, and
two veflels ftanding towards ws. ~Our foundings
were thirty-four fathem. - At eleven, moored at
the diftance of three leagues, in twenty-two fathom, .
and took a view of the land.” Latitude in, 65 degrees,
20 minutes; longitude in, 25 degrees, 3o minutes.
Wind fouth-welt 3 curtent from the north-eaft ;
courfe no:th-north-weft.

Sunday, June the sth, at anchor, furrounded with
ice; the wind irregular, and .increafing, with a
heavy fea. At three P. M. the boats reached us,
and appeared to be Tfukefi. I invited them on
boatd by a Koreack, who was with us: They came
without fear. It was by their means that1 learned
pofitively, that we were no further diftant from |
Tfukotzkoy nofs than about fourteen leagues ; that |
the iflands we had feen were four in number, the
moft foutherly being the largeft ; and that the cape
we had quitted in the evening, was that of the great
land Alakfina, the name by which the Tfukefi de-
note America. At four, finding myfelf in danger
from the ice, and being informed that it was im-
poflible to pals further, I determined to return to
the coaft of America, for which the wind was fa-
vourable ; at this inftant the cable was cut by the
ice-drifts, and I had only time to re-embark  the
Tfukefi, to whom I made a prefent of fome knives
and brandy. At five P. M. fet fail under the courfes,
the fhip making much water. About ten we per-
ceived an appearance of blacknels to the fouthward,

which




o A AN T gl e e o~ L onoeilh o AR TR

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 303

which indicated the vicinity of the laft menti-
oned iflands. The ice incommoded us lefs, as the
dire&ion of the veflel was with the current. About
fix P. M. doubled the cape of Alakfina, and at
eleven difcovered an entrance between the breakers
and the thore. The cape fhéltered us from the ice-
drifts, and left us at liberty to work the fhip; I
therefore determined,- at all events, to {eck for an-
chorage.

According to the report, twelve fick, the fhip
making at the rate of thirty-eight inches of water
per day. Latitude in, 64 degrees 50 minutes ; lon-
gitude in, 26 degrees, 4 minutes ; wind fouth-weft,
current north ; courfe fouth-fouth-eaft.

Monday, June the 6th, having approached the
land, I difcovered a bay in which I moored. Sound-
ings from eight fathoms to * and I furveyed
this harbour into which run two brooks.

As foon as we had moored, I ordered twenty-
eight affociates on fhore, to fet up tents made of our
fails, and at two and a half P. M. I went on fhore
myfelf with Mr. Cfurin, who having obferved a place
which promifed to give us an opportunity of careen-
ing the fhip, propofed to vifit the fpot. I therefore
gave the neceffary orders for unloading her cargo,
and Mr. Clurin was charged to overlook and make
the neceflary preparations. Thirty fix of the aflo-
ciates, under the command of Mr. Panow were di-
reCted to undertake this, while the reft employed
themfelves in hunting, fithing and cutting of wood.

Tuefday June the 7th, all the people being bufie:
at work, I requefted Mr. Kuzneczow, as the moit
alert, to take fome of the aflociates with him, and go
in queft of difcoveries. This day Mr. Clurin in-
formed me, that though the fhip’s timbers were
ftrained, yet it would be capable of failing in the

(&W

* Blank in the manufcript.

{fAaritherr
woulnern




304 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

fouthern feas, and that the leaks were occafioned
only by the loofening of the feams, which he hoped
to remedy by caulking, in a few hours. This ac.
count was very agreeable to me, and I was aflured
of its truth by atual.infpection. Mr. Kuzneczow
did not return till eight in the evening, when he in:
formed me, that he had afcended the neighbouring
mountain to the northward, and had difcovered land
to the north-eaft, but that to the ealtward there lay
an immenfe country with few mountains, and in
many places without fnow, and interfected by rivers.
The approach of night not having permitted him to
diftinguifh remote objeéts, he alked permiffion to
take others of the affociates with him to purfue his
difcoveries to the eaftward; for be affured me, that
he had obferved figns of its being inhabited. Seeing
him fo well difpofed, and being defirous of obtaining
a pofitive knowledge of this country, I permitted
him to complete his difcovery. I paffed the night
with feveral of my friends, in watching our affociates,
as there was reafon to fear fome plot, but happily i
they were quiet.

Wednefday, June the 8th, the veflel being caunlked,
was loaded again, and the water-cafks filled. Our §
fithery produced one catk and a half of fith, which |
we {alted, and our hunting party brought only
twenty beavers, with fome fea-wolves; but they
likewife brought us a great provifion of garlick,
and 740 roots of a very agreeable tafte : They were
nearly of the fize of a child’s head and weighed from |
three to five pounds. At eleven A. M, all:the
people were on board, and we waited only the re-
turn of Mr. Kuzneczow.

According to the report, thirteen fick, the fhip
making from feven to eleven inches of water per
day.

Thurfday, +June the gth. At one P. M. Mr.
Kuzneczow arrived at the fhore :#I fent the fmall

boat
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boat for him, and when he came on board he in-
formed me, that he had difcovered, at the diltance
of four leagues, an habitation compofed of fourteen
huts, but that the inhabitants had fled, and he had
found only an old woman and fome children in their
huts. The old woman was of a very dark com-
pleétion, with many figures painted on her forehead,

and her noftrils bored ; but as he could not make
himfelf underftood by any word of the Koriac or
Tfukefi language, he could derive no information
from her: he found feveral bows and arrows, with
the heads very well made, of iron, in the huts, and
brought them away, as he knew that they would be
acceptable to me, as well as"an habit almolt com-
plete made of birds feathers. As he fourid nothing
more which was remarkable, he retired, after leav-

mg feveral knives and fmall mirrors, in the loom
of the things he had carried away; which part of

his condué¢t, I very ftrongly approved. This dif-
covery * at Taft convmced me, that I had been fuf-
ficiently fortunate to verify the diftance between the
two capes, concerning which fo many conjettures
have been made, and of which the Ruflians have
fpoken fo falfely ; for it is not true, that any veflel
has pafled this ftrait, though the pcop]c employed
on this voyage went as far as Anadir, where their
veflel was caft away in 15 degrees of longitude
from Bolfha, and %3 degrees “of latitude. They
finifhed their journey by land to Anadir, and thence
to Kamchatka, but not by {ea, as they have publifhed.
At three P. M. weighed, and made fail out of the
bay of Aladar; our courfe was fouth-eaft, one
quarter eaft, and we were favoured by a ﬂrong
tide. At day-break I difcovered that we had paffed
between the continent and an ifland named Aladar,

* The Count was miftaken in fuppofing he ever reached
America. See the editor’s preface,

Vor. L X




306, MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

at the fame time that I faw another cape on the
main land, which formed a bay, I obferved that
the middle of this bay lay north.  About ten A. M.
faw another cape, the extremity of which is dif-
tinguifhed by a mountain in the form of a fugar-
loaf.

Latitude in, 63 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude
in, 28 degrees, 25 minutes; wind weft-fouth-weft ;
current from north.weft; courfe fouth-eaft, one
quarter fouth.

Friday, June the 1oth, having obferved that the
coaft inclined to the eaftward, I determined to fail
along it, as we were 1o longer incommoded by
the ice-drifts, and the wind was favourable. - We
paffed an agreeable day, which was the firft fince
our departure from Kamchatka. The wind was
freth, though not too ftrong, the fea moderate,
and the ground from forty-five to twenty-fix fathom;
the night was no lefs beautiful than the day. At
five in the morning we faw a prodigious quantity
of birds, whofe flight was diretted from fouth-eaft
to north-weft, but we loft fight of the land, and
did not again come in fight ’till near ten hours,
when we faw it at a very great diftance in the
north-eaft quarter. Our courle brought us nearer
and nearer, and at three quarters after eleven I
took the view.

According to the report, nine fick; the pump
clear ; latitude in, 63 degrees, © minutes ; longi-
tude in, 31 degrees, 4 minutes; wind welft-fouth-
weft; current from the fouth; courfe eaft, one
quarter fouth.

Saturday, June the 11th, fine clear weather with
a firong fteady breeze, the land conftantly in fight;
many flights of birds feen in the dire&tion of yel-
terday ; the people on board uncommonly quiet.
At ten I oblerved a headland, and the direction
of the coaft was to the eaftward.

According
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According to the report, feven fick, the pump
clear ; latitude in, 61 degrees, 42 minutes; longis
tude in, 33 degrees, 40 minutes; wind welt; no
current ; courfe fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth.

Sounded, and got ground thirty-eight fathom.

Sunday, June the 12th, fine clear weather, and
wind as yelterday. At eight P. M. the land being
in fight from eaft to north, founded, and got
ground at twenty-two fathoni; fhortened fail, and
as the blacknefs of the horizon indicated the proxi-
mity of the land, came to atichor in fourteen fathom.
At day-break found ourfelves at the diftance of
a league and a half from a headland to the eall-
ward, and another cape lay north one quarrer north*
diftant five leagues; near 'the entrance of a bay,
which firongly tempted me to come to, but the
affociates infilted that we thould make the thorteft
courfe to fome European eftablifhment, as they re-
prefented that they had not entered into any en-
gagement to run over the ocean in fearch of dil-
coveries; 1 thought proper, therefore, to fatisfy
their defires, and abandoning my proje, I weighed,

and continued to fail along the coalfl.

According to the report, five fick, the pump
clear ; latitude in, 6o degrees, 40 minutes ; longi-
tude in, 35 degrees, 52 minutes ; wind weft; cur-
rent fouth-weft; courfe fouth-fouth-eaft.

Depth of water twenty-fix fathom.

Monday, June the 13th, the weather began to
change and became fqually ; handed the top-fails,
and continued our courfe under the lower fails. To
conform to the refolution of the company, I kept
as near the wind as poffible. In the night it was
a dead calm, and the fhip rolled in a dangerous
manner. At day-break, no land being in fight, we
were furrounded by floating herbage. “The com-

* So in the manufeript.
- X
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panions exprefled their fatisfattion at the mildnefs
of the climate we had failed into ; at ten faw there
elevated rocks, and failed round the fouthernmoft,

According to the report, five fick, the pump
clear; latitude in, 59 degrees, 1o minutes; longi-
tude in, 34 degrees, o minutes; wind weft, and
welt-north-weft ; no current; courfe fouth-weft,
one quarter fouth.

Very high land infight to the eaftward, diftant
nine or ten leagues.

Tuelday, June the 14th, clofe weather, inclin.
ing to ftormy, the clouds becoming heavier and in
heaps one above the other. ‘The wind veered to
the north-weft, and increafed its force, but as at
the fame it becarae {teadier, I ventured to fet the
top-fails. The fmoothnefs of the water encouraged
me to take this advantage. The weather in the
night was fimilar to that in the day, no land being
in fight, but we obferved its fituation by the black-
nefs which covered the eaftern part of the horizon;
founded feveral times, but got no bottom.

According to the report, five fick, the pump
clear.

N. B. Saw the land which I fketched; latitude
in, 57 degrees, 25 minutes; longitude in, 32 de-
grees, o minutes; wind north.-weft; no current;
courfe fouth-weft, one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, June the 1sth, having obferved
figns of an approaching gale of wind during the
whole morning, I handed the top-fails, and got
down the mizen top-malt; it came on by degrees,
and its greatelt force continued only three hours,
but its violence was cxceflive ; kept only the lower
fails fet for the reft of the day. At fix we were
between the cape and the ifland, which we doubled,
but a fecond ifland being in fight, I lay to under the
mizen, with the thip’s head to the eaftward; but
the force of the wind at laft obliged me in the morn-

: ing




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 309

ing to lay to under her bare poles. The violence
of the rolling of the fhip ftretched our fhrouds and
back-ftays in fuch a=manner, that in the morning
the mafts were almoft entirely without fupport; we
remedied this as well as poflible, by feizing them
together with ropes. :

Thurfday, June the 16th, we were in danger of
running a ground on an ifland, which I avoided by
little lefs than a miracle. This was a day of ex-
treme danger, as every fea went over the thip, and
the pumps being unable to keep her ciear endan-

ered our foundering. In this affliction I faw the
lofs we fhould undergo of the rich furs we had on
board, which promifed to be worth near a million
of piafires at China.

Friday, June the 17th, the wind infenfibly flack-
ened, and the company laboured hard to clear the
thip out of her ftate of confufion. At day-break
it was almoft calm ; we therefore fet up the fthrouds
and back ftays, and got up the yards and top-mafts.
At nine the wind entirely died away, and the {fun
appearing, gave us an opportunity to make an ob-
fervation.

According to the report, 19 fick; pumps con-
ftantly going without being able to clear the well.
Latitude in, 55 degrees, 35 minutes ; longitude in,
31 degrees, 30 minutes.

Saturday, June the 18th, variable winds from
north to north-eaft ; heavy weather, with an irregular
fwell. As I had determined to anchor at the ifland
mentioned to me by Mr. Ochotyn, I refolved to ftand
well to the eaftward, upon 1ts parallel of latitude,
for fear of mifling it: For this reafon I failed on a
fouth-eaft courfe. At two P. M. being defirous of
infpetting the cargo, I caufed the hold to be opened,
out of which iffued putrid vapours, doubtlefs from
the corruption of the fkins. The women and fick,
wiho were fhut up below during the ftorm, were
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carried upoh deck ¢ They at firlt found themfelves
faint, but aftérwards grew better. In the night the
fwell became lefs, and the wind fixed at north-eaft,
one ‘quarter north.  The pumps were conftantly
kept at work without being able to clear the well,
and the courfe of the veflel was greatly impeded.
At day-break faw land. from the maft head, right .
a-head ; ufed every effort to come near it; about
foon we faw it was an ifland; founded feveral
times, but got no bottom.

According to the report, 18 fick ; the veffel mak-
ing 18 inches of water per hour. Tatitude in, 54
degrees, 28 minutes, north; longitude, 32 degrees,
46 minutes; wind north-eaft, one quarter north;
current from north-eaft; courfe fouth-caft, one
quarter fouth.

Sunday, June the 19th, at one P. M. the weather
being fine, the wind moderite, and very little fwell,
i hatided all the fails, and fent fixteen men, under
the command of Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow,
on fhore in the fhallop, to make difcoveries, while
the thip drove to the fouthward along fhore. All
this day was employed in repairing the damages
{fuftained by the late gale of wind. At feven Mr.
Kuzneczow returned with two boats, conducted by
the iflanders, having two Ruffian ftrangers at their
head. He informed me, that the ifland was named
tlie'Greater Kadik, and that there was another ifland
to the fouth-eaft, which the inhabitants called the
Hand of Blick Foxes, On his landing he was fur-
rounded by the iffanders, armed with Iances and
arrows, who appeared inclined to difpute the paflage
with him. He called out, that if they ‘were of the
party of Mr. Ochotyn they fhould acknowledge his
friénds’; wpon which exclamation two Ruffians came
forward for a more particular explanation, and
when théy were at laft convinced that we ‘were
really -€otinected with ‘Mr. Ochotyn, from the ac-

count



A

e QI b (D @

b g
~

O e e

O == (D @ (D (D == v

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 311
count Mr. Kuzneczow gave of his ftay at Beering’s
ifland, they appealed the natives, who laid down
their arms, and came haftily to give marks of their
fatisfation. They propofed to condu& Mr. Kuz-
neczow to their habitations ; but his defire of {peedily
returning prevented his accepting their invitation.
Two Ruffians, therefore, determined to accompany
him, and as a proof of their good intentions, they
had loaded the boats with different roots and a quan-
tity of beavers and foxes {kins.

From this account I gave orders for receiving the
iflanders, and entertaining them in the beft manner
in our power; while 1 loft no time in receiving the
friends of Ochotyn. They informed me, that their
number amounted to twenty-two upon the ifland,
and that the tajons of the place had fubmuitted to
the command of Mr. Ochotyn; by whofe orders
they were at that time bufied in conftruéting feveral
veflels. They then requefted that I would give
them fome proof of my having had an interview with
Mr. Ochotyn. I thought proper to fatisfy them,
by exhibiting his letter to the Tajon of Urumufir;
after perufal of which, having no further miftruft,
they offered their fervices as pilots, to condult the
fhip to Urumufir. 1 accepted their offer with great
pleafure, but I reprefented to them that one would
be fufficient. They therefore drew lots, and the
chance fell upon Gregoir Salafiow. We put our-
felves under his charge till morning, and then
having made up a prefent for the tajon, which I
entrufted to the companions of Salafiow, I diftri-
buted knives and looking-glafles to all the iflanders
on board, and difmifling them we pur{ued our voyage
with our two boats aftern.

At nine in the morning we found ourfelves at
the mouth of a bay, where Salafiow requefted leave
to go on fhore to procure a Bajdara, to pilot us;
I confented, and he returned before noon with a

boat
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boat and men. The agility with which this fmali
boat was managed, and the velocity of its courfe,
though it had no other fail than a fmall piece of
cloth, faftened.to a ftick in the centre of the veflel,
altonithed me very much.

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pumps
conftantly going ; latitude in 54 degrees, co mi-
nutes; longitude 32 degrees, 30 minutes; wind
north-ealt; current north.eaft; courfe fouth-weft,
one quarter fouth. Land in fight all day.

Monday, June 2oth. Fine warm weather, mo-
derate wind, and no fwell: many flights of birds
in fight, which Salafiow obferving me to notice,
informed me, that at this feafon, the geele and
Jducks retired towards Alakfina. From the account
he gave me, I was confirmed in my opinion, that
the land of Alakfina was the main continent of
America. He affured me that the'diftance to the
creat land, did not exceed thirty-five or forty leagues;
and that the iflanders often made voyages thither,
to vifit their friends and relations; the Tajon of
Kadik, being married to one of the daughters of
the Tajon of Alakfina Homin. About three o’clock,
1aving the boats a-head, condu&ed by the iflanders,
we faw an ifland, which Salafiow affirmed to be
the Hland of Foxes; and he informed me, that
there were three others to the fouthward of that
iland.  About five we faw another ifland, on the
{larboard ; and Salafiow informed me, that there
were four together. The fituation of thefe iflands
occafioning a very irregular fea, I determined to
come to; for which purpofe I confulted my pilot,
who informed me, that the depth of water where
we then were, was twenty fathom. In faét we
found it eighteen, on founding. Ianchored in the
mid-channel, and immediately afterwards Salafiow
went on fhore in his boat, having firlt informed
me, that I might continue my courfe through the fame
channel, and that he would rejoin me before I got

out
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out of the ftreights; for which purpofe he begged
I would hoift a blue flag, and fire feveral guns.
In the night we obferved feveral fires upon the
reat ifland, on our ftarboard hand, and one on
the {mall ifland. At five in the morning, weighed,
and made fail, having a beautiful view of the ifland
along which we coafted. At ten we faw a fecond
ifland, on the larboard bow, and its pofition agreed
with the information of Salafiow.

According to the report, fixteen fick; pumps
conftantly at work; latitude in 53 degrees, 49
minutes ; longitude in 30 degrees, 41 minutes;
wind north-eaft ; current north-eaft; courfe fouth-
welt, one quarter welt.

Tuefday, June 21. Wind and weather as yel-
terday. Continued our courfe at a good rate. This
day Mr. Panow aflured me, that we were indebted
for the good behaviour of the company, to our
friendfhip with Mr. Ochotyn; and that he was well
aflured, that if it had not been for the fear of Mr.
Ochotyn, a party of the companions would have
run the thip on thore. In fa&, the perfet tranquil-
lity of the whole company, though worn out with
hard work at the pumps, led me to give credit to
Mr. Panow’s conjeture; but ‘I was contented to
enjoy the advantage of this tranquillity, without
minutely enquiring into the caufes which produc-
ed it.

At five, Mr. Salafiow returned, with three other
veflels, which brought a quantity of dried fifh,
roots, and one hundred and fixty beavers {kins.
On his arrival on board, Mr. Salafiow prefent.-
ed me with the provifions and furs, in the name
of the Tajon of the ifland, whole fon he brought
with him, with a requeft to convey him to the
ifland Urumufir, where he propofed to vifit his
relations. I confented to this with pleafure,and re-
turned his father an affortment of toys, with a hand-

fome
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fome gun, as a ‘prefent ; and after having diftributed |
{ome trifles among the iflanders, I difmiffed them, |
At feven we pafled the fouth-weft point of the ifland, |
and came in fight of another, right a-head, which |
Salafiow told me was named Amfchud. We dou-
bled the eape, and refumed a dire&t courfe, at about :
two o’clock. At fix we faw an ifland on :the lar.
board fide, which Salafiow informed me belonged
to Urumufir; and that there lay another beyond it,
which, in fact, was feen by the men at the maft head.
At eleven we obferved three other iflands, on the
{tarboard fide, which Salafiow called the Beavers; |
and we were in full fight of the ifland Urumufir, |
at the diftance of two leagues. Salafiow undertook ‘
to condu& us into the harbour.

According to the report, ten fick; the pumps
conftantly at work; latitude in, 52 degrees, 2;
minutes ; longitude in 28 degrees, 15 minutes;
wind north-eaft, quarter eaft; current north-eaft;
courfe fouth-weft, one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, Jone 22. The wind being calm,
hoifted out the fhallop and fmall boat, and towed
the veflel. At two o’clock found ourfelves at the
mouth of a bay, into which we entered, and moored
at one cable’s length diftance from the fhore, in
four and one-half fathoms water.

As foon as we came to, Salafiow requefted to go
on thore, to inform the inhabitants and aflociates
of Mr. Ochotyn of our arrival, in order to prevent
any difturbance. I fent Mr. Kuzneczow with him,
and he returned about three P. M. with two other
Ruffians, who invited me to come on- fhore, and
offered me the ufe of a commodious lodging, anda
ftore-houfe, large enough to contain our whole lad-
ing. Mr. Kuzneczow informed me that the Ruffians
had promifed him every affiftance on the part of
the iflanders ; but that I could not fee the chief of
the ifland till the following day, on account of the |

diftance |
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diftance of his habitation. Before I left the veflel
I gave the command to Mr. Cfurin, and left with him
twenty-eight aflociates, whom 1 could molt depend
upon. All the reft of the company, including the
women and the fick, I took on thore with me.
When I landed I was taken to a very convenient
habitation, near which ftood a fpacious building fit
for a ftore-houfe. As foon as I had appointed the
lodgings of the fick, and the women, I eftablithed a
camp for my people, and fent immediate orders to
unload the veflel. This bufinefs was particularly
intrufted to Meffrs. Panow and Wynbladth, and I
was content to have Mr. Kuzneczow and Sibaew,
with twelve aflociates, near me.

The two Ruflians who condu@ed me to my ha-
bitation left me for the purpole, as they faid, to
affemble their affociates and the iflanders, in order
to vifit me in ceremony.

At eight o’clock Salafiow returned to inform me
that the chief of the ifland was coming to pay me a
vifit, with the wife of Ochotyn, and a great num-
ber of the iflanders, and confequently that it would
be proper to make fome fmall prefents to the prin-
cipal perfons, of whom he named eleven. After
he had left me to join his companions, 1 pafied the
whole night in fuperintending the landing of our
effefts, among which our guns were not the fmal-
left concern, Our affiduity was fuch that, with no
other affiftance than the fhallop and the fmall boat,
the fhip was unladen by five in the morning, and {
had the fatisfaction to fee the veflel cleared.

At nine in the morning an old man was announced
to me, who [poke the Ruffian language. He was
admitted and came in witha boy of twelve years of
age, whom he offered me as a prefent, which I ac-
cepted ‘on condition that he would permit me to
make him a prefent in return. His phyfiognomy
convinced me that he was not a Ruflian, but as he

fpoke
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fpcke the Ruffian language very well, I was curioug
to enquire into this prodigy. There is no doubt
but he perceived my embarrafiment, for he burft
into a laugh, and faid, ¢ Mr. European, you will be
furprized that I call you by that name, but I mult
inform you that I know more than all the Aleuthes. |
1 was taken by the Coffacks in my youth, who car-
ried me into their own country, where I was con.
veyed from one town to another, till at laft I fell into
the hands of a merchant, who fent me with fome
Coffacks in fearch of my country, which we at laft
found, and the Coflacks fent me on thore, thatl |
might invite my countrymen to trade with them,
But for my part finding myfelf reftored to my coun-
try, I returned no more to the Coffacks, but re
mained in my own ifland ; where the Tajon having
taken an attachment to me, gave me his daughter
Kalki in marriage: and as 1 knew every thing,
the Aleuthes made me their Tajon after the death
of my father-in-law ; and I am now the {trongelt,
the moft knowing, and the richeft Tajon of the
Aleuthes. As 1 am now in years I have given up
the government to my fon, and content myfelf with
being his friend and advifer. My fon need no longer
fear the Coffacks, for an European Tajon has mar-
ried his daughter, and this Tajonis a god. For |
this reafon it is that I laughed, and fhall laugh on.”

From this laft exprefiion, underftanding that he
fpoke of Ochotyn, I informed him that I knew him
well, and that he was one of my friends, and had
intrufted me with a letter for his father-in-law.

On this affurance the good old man embraced
me, called me his fon, his dear fon, and afterwards
begged leave to depart, to carry this news to his
family. After the departure of this good man, I
gave orders to infpect the chefts of furs. We did
not find one undamaged. I gave orders, therefore, |

that they fhould be expofed to the air to dry, and |
the
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the good ones feparated from the reft. The women
took charge of this bufinefs.

Thurfday, June 23. On fhore at the bay of Uru-
mufir. At one o’clock I was informed of the ar-
rival of the Tajon, efcorted by the Ruffians of
Ochotyn’s party, and a very confiderable number of
attendants. The good old man preceded them all,
and prefented his wife to me, as did likewife the
Tajon his children, with the wife of Mr. Ochotyn
and fome of the chief iflanders. After this cere-
mony, the company formed a circle, in the midit
of which the Tajon feated himfelf with all his fa-
mily. I then caufed the letter of Mr. Ochotyn to
be brought, which I put into the hands of the Ta-
jon. Its contents wereas follow :

¢ Health to my father, the Tajon Tuachta, chief
of the Aleuthes iflands.

¢ In the hope, that God will conduét my friend to
you, I have given him the prefent letter, to inform
you of our union, and beg that you will give him
every afliftance he may want.

¢¢ T wait the arrival of the veflel to proceed to
Kamchatka, whence I hope to return, before the
next {now, to embrace my wife, and convince you of
my tendernefs* All that I fhall take from the Coffacks
will be for you and your fubjetts. I recommend
likewife, by this prefent letter, to my companions,
to thew every fubmiflion to my friend who brings
this letter, and to obey him as they would mylelt.
I with all happinefs to my father, our family, my
affociates, and my wife.

: ¢« Signed OCHOTYN.”

Beering’s lfland, May 24, 1771.

This letter was read by a Ruffian, and interpreted
in aloud voice by the father of the Tajon. The
wife of Mr. Ochotyn wept, and her tears convinced
me that the people, whom we are in the habit of

calling
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calling Savages, might ferve as models to us for |

friendfhip and attachment. After the letter was
read, one of the Ruflians advanced and informed
me, that he was nominated commanding officer on
the ifland during the abfence of Mr. Ochotyn ; and
that in confequence of his orders, he begged me to
difpofe of him and forty other affociates. I thanked
him for his offer, and replied, that if fome of them
were willing to affift us in our works, I thould
gratefully acknowledge their fervices. The Tajon,
on his part, requefted his father to propofe to me
w0 enter into friendfhip with him. For this purpofe,
he ordered feven veflels made of fkin and filled with
water to be brought to wath our faces. The Tajon
took one, and diftributed five others to five other
chicfs. The feventh he prefented to me. After
this ceremony, fire was brought, and every one
took a coal, and faid, With fire like this we will
burn the Coffacks. The oath finithed by the dif
tribution of leven arrows, which were broken by
the poffeflors refpectively, with the words, Amongft
us arms are ufelefs.  The attendants then brought

ftones, and raifed a pile in remembrance of our |

oath. After which 1 regaled the Tajons with brandy,
and diftributed at leaft two hundred pounds of
tobaeco among the iflanders. T likewife diftributed
my prefents, inreturn for which the Tajon promifed
me fome valuable fkins.

At the clofe of day the iflanders retired to an emi-

nence near us, and eftablithed their camp. Being
informed by the aflociates of Ochotyn, that they
were about to makea feftival of rejoicing, I deter-
mined to go and fee them. I accordingly went,
and the Tajon, asfoon as he faw me, came to meet

me, and introduced me into the circle, that I might |

have a better opportunity of beholding their dance.
In reality it was very fingular, for at the found of

the drum the whole company became agitated, 2 |

1
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if in the higheft rage; and the Ruflians informed
me, that I fhould foon fee the whole company fall
afleep, which was the ufual effect of an infufion of
muchomor, which the iflanders drink on fuch oc-
cafions. This incident did not fail to happen foon
after, and the Tajon himfelf fell afleep among the
reft. The old man his father was, however, an ex-
ception ; he accompanied me home, and I embraced
the opportunity of inquiring, what reafon had in-
duced him to part with the boy he had fbl me?
He replied, that when he was laft year at t Kadik the
Tajon of that ifland had given him the boy,
who was born on the greatland of Alexina, where

he had doubtlefs been made prifoner by the Aleuthes,
againft whom they had {worn a declared enmity ;
and that being apprehenfive of the confequences on
the part of the young man, he had detes L“L;Ll to
get rid of him the firft opportunity.

As IThad promifed, when I accepted his prefent,
that I would make another in c:;chu”c, I gave
him a handfome gun, one pound of powder,
fifty balls, and five pounds of tobacco, with a
bottle of brandy Having thus fatisfied him we
parted, and I went to reft: Mr. Kuzneczow un-
dertook to keep watch. = When I arofe, I learned
that twenty-two aflociates of Mr. Ochotyn’s party
bad undertaken to affift in repairing the ﬁ)iv); :::xi
two of them being coopers, were employed in fe
ting up our cafks, which we were in great want <'.’
for water, as thb heat of the climate to which we
were going would _pre event our availing ourfelves
of the freth water from the ice iflands, as we had
hitherto done.

At nine o’clock, I was informed that a number
of young women were come to offer their fervi
but the report came too late to put it in my power
to make any decifion, for my aflociates had every

one
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one chofen companions from amongft them. 4 '
I was defirous of infpeéting the progrefsof the re.
pairs of the veflel, 1 accordingly went on board,
and had the fatisfa@tion to fee that every thing
would be compleated in the courfe of twenty-four
hours, and confequently that T might quit the ifland
" in two or three days. 1 was defirous of profiting
by this interval, and therefore determined to ex-
amine the interior parts of the ifland, and more
efpecially to vifit the iflands we had difcovered on
our approach to Urumufir.

According to the report fix fick. A quantity of
roots and fith were brought me on the part of the
Tajon.

Friday, June 24. I made an excurfion, accoms
panied by Mr. Kuzneczow, towards the ealtern part
of the ifland. I paffed over the beautiful plains
which are certainly fufceptible of good cultivation,
but I difcovered no veftige which rendered it pro-
bable that thefe iflanders cultivate the earth. Their
food intirely confifts in certain roots, fith, and the
fleth of beavers and fea cows. The wood which
grows on this ifland is good, and proper for every
kind of building.

The habitations of the iflanders, feveral of which
we faw and vifited, perfectly refembled the balagans
ofthe Kamchadals. After I returned from this ex- |
curfion, 1 determined, from the fmall profpect of
meeting with any thing worthy of notice, to make
no more, but double my attention, to get the veflel
ready for departure.

According to the report fix fick.

Saturday, June 25. Mr. Cfurin informed me, that
the veffel was ready to receive her cargo. I there-
fore gave orders to this effeét to Mr. Cruftiew. The
affociates of Mr. Ochotyn were of great afliftance |
to us in this bufinefs.

About ;
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About two o’clock, the father of the Tajon came
with a prefent of fixty {kins, and a canoe made of
fkin; the lightnels of which furprized me, for two
men could eafily carry it, though it had eight oars.
The keel only was made of wood, and the reft was
whale-bone, covered with the {kins of fea wolves,
with the hair outwards, fewed together with twine
made of the guts of beavers. At five o’clock,
the Tajon likewife arrived with prefents, and I re-
galed him and his company with brandy. When
he was informed of my approaching departure, he
requefted a letter for Mr, Ochotyn, and I delivered
him one to the following purport :

HoNourABLE FRIEND,

After a painful and difagreeable navigation, in
which T was compelled, by the obftinacy of my com-
panions, to fail as far to the northward as 66 de-
grees, I have at laft returned to the fouth, and have
taken advantage of the winds to vifit your ifland.
I have received much advantage from the fervices
of Salafiow, one of your aflociates, whom I particu-
larly recommend to you. On my arrival, your
friends and companions have given me every affif-
tance to put my veflel'into proper repair for a long
voyage ; and the iflanders, from their example,
have behaved with the utmoft cordiality to us. The
Tajon Tuachta, more efpecially, has been moft
friendly and attentive. I could have wifhed, that
the prefents I have diftributed among the iflanders
had been of greater value: but alas! you know
that Kamchatka is nota place from which any one
efcapes overloaded with riches ; befides which all my
pofleflions confifted in furs, which are plentiful
among the iflanders. During the time of my ftay,
I'have obferved, with fatisfaétion, that the iflanders
are fincerely attached to you. I therefore recom-
mend to you to avail yourfelf, as much as poffible,

yors-d, X of
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of their affetion; and- for: that purpofe, I would
advife you always to haye a trufty party of thefe
people near you; for among the Ruffians, who are
with you, there will be fome who will fhew the dif-
pofition of the country. To place yourfelf out of
danger of plots, you muft keep your people in con.
ftant employment : and I take this occafion once
more to repeat, that if 1 were fituated as you are,
with two or three veflels fuitable to the undertaking,
I would retire to the fouthward, where, doubtlefs,
you will find iflands, and the climate will {fecond
your attempts to eftablifh a flourithing colony. The
knowledge you have of the commerce of China,
and the conftant refource which you might have to
your friends in the Aleuthes iflands for furs, to
fupply - this trade, could not fail toput it in your
power to make an eftablifiment of the firft impor-
tance.  Adieu, my friend, I wifh you every prof-
perity, and: you may depend upon my beft exer-
tions to caufe fome European power to accept your
propofals.

Signed MAURICE AUGUSTUS.

After communicating this letter to the Tajonl |
took my leave, being refolyed to embark the follow-
ing day. At eight in the morning, 1 gave orders
for every one to go on board; and, after making
p-efents to Salafiow, and the other aflociates, 1 like-
wife went on board with the fick and the women,
where I found every. thing in proper order. Ac-
cording .to the report, two fick; the veflel drawing
{even feet eight inches water.

Sunday, June 26. Fine clear warm weather,
and calm. . At three o’clock weighed anchor, towed
out. the veffel, and came to in the mid-channel.
“Fhe aflociates celcbrated a feftival on the occafion |
of baptizing the young American  on board, vho

was |
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was named Sacharie.  In the morning, having been
informed that there were upwards of fifty women on
board, [ gave orders for {etting them on thore, after
the diftribution of prefents among them. At eleven,
A. M. weighed and made fail.

According to the report, two fick; cleared the
well, having made no more than eight inches water
during the twenty-four hours.

Monday, June 27. At fea; fine temperate wea-
ther ; wind north-eaft, rather freth ; courfe fouth-
weft, one quarter fouth, with all fails fet ; the three
iflands in fight till four, P. M. and the fouth-weft
point in fight till nine ; clear ftarry weather in the
night. At ten in the morning faw land from the
ma/ -head, which, the wind being favourable, we
approached within two leagues diftance.

According to the report, two fick ; the well clear.
Latitude in s1 degrees, 30 minutes ; longitude in
25 degrees, 25 minutes. Wind north eaft; no cur-
rent ; courfe fouth-weft.

Tuefday; June 28. Altered our courfe to fouth
one quarter eaft, toavoid thebreakers in fight near
the fhore. At feven, P. M. the wind frefthened
from north-eaft to eaft, and the fea arofe very irre-
gularly, which caufed the veflel to labour. At
eight, the fouthern extremity of the ifland being in
fight, bearing north one quarter welt we refumed
our courfe, as I was defirous of reconnoitring thefe
iflands, which had been defcribed to me as fituated
in the 48th degree of north latitude. At ten the
wind fettled at eaft, and blew with the utmoft vio-
lence; I had only time to take in the {mall fails;
the impetuofity of the wind reduced the fwell, and
the fea became as level as a pond; we ran at the
rate of ten knots and an half by the log -under the
mizen. Atfeven, A. M. the wind began to flacken,
and permitted me to fet the top-fails, under which
we failed with undiminifhed velocity. At ten A. M.

X2 faw
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faw land right a-head, which at noon was only three
leagues diftant.

According to the report, one fick ; the well clear,
Latitude in 49 degrees; 6 minutes; longitude in
22 degrees, 4o minutes. Wind ealb; 'no current;
courfe fouth-we(t, one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, Jone 29. Strong gales of wind
throughout ; at three paffed a cape of the ifland
Cufma ; about five the horizon became clouded ;
and at fix we had a fhower, which did not laft long.
The wind returned to the north-eaft, with fuch vio-
lence as carried away the fore and mizen top-mafts.
The cargo fhifted with the thock, and fix buts of
water were ftaved. I was chagrined at this lofs,
more particularly becaufe I was convinced that our
cafks would .not hold tight inca hot climate.

According to the report, five fick; the pump
clear. Latitude in 48 degrees, 4o minutes; lon-
gitude in 18 degrees, 30 minutes. ~ Wind north-
eaft; no current; courle fouth-weft, one quarter weft.

Thurfday, June 30. Hazy weather, with rain;
wind from north-eaft to north, with a heavy fwell
from north-weit.

As 1 was defirous of taking every precaution to
fecure. us againft theinconvenienceof the want of
water, I gave orders for the regular diftribution of an
allowance ~ But Mr. Stephanow came and repre-
fented to me, inthe name of the company, that the
aliowance of bifcuit and water I had fet was not
. enough,and that they required twice as much; as well
as an allowance of brandy, which they were in need
of to keepup their fpirits. 'This proceeding of Mr.
Stephanow: irritated me to fuch a degree, that I
threatened to throw him overboardif he continued
his cabal. I recollefted myfelf however, and was
defirous of convincing him of the abfurdity of his
conduc. But he paid no attention to me, and left
the cabin with the groflelt invettives, without

doubt

v
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doubt with the intention of carrying his plot into
execution. Lo prevent this, I aflembled the chiefs
of the company, in order to confu?t what was beft
to be dome; for I was well convinced, from my
knowledge of the individuals who Compoml Stepha-
now’s party, that they were dh ofed to prmud to
more ferious confequences. Ve had fcarcely met,
before we received infermatioh that Stephanow h:ld
encouraged a party of theaflociates to broach a bar-
rel of water to quench thcur thir{t ; and with a view
to perfuade them more effettually, he had declared
that we were near the land, as he was certainly
aflured by my own obfuvatlons and the charts I
had compofed from the information of Mr. Ochotyn,
&c. ' He told them, that he knew very well the rea-
fon why I had determined not to anchor at this
land, and promifed to tell the reafon in fecret ano-
ther time ; but that it-was highly neceffary, at this
moment, to compel me to obey their orders. This
report ddermm"d us to_go upon deck, to advife
the affociates to return to their duty ; but we found
them all armed, with Mr. Stephanow at their head,
who {pared no imprecation againft me, and dec ‘-ﬂrcd
that as the company had eleéted him chief; he would
preferve my hf" mcxcly for the purpofe of encreaf-
g my fufferings. He then ordered his people to
feize me; but-luckily for- me, Mr. Kuzneczow
thought of awa akening the aflociates, who were afleep
in thur hammocks. Thefe came up the fore-fkuttle,
to the number of nine, all armed, and prevented
them from proceeding to violence. Being thus
confined to the fore-caftle, we were fpeltators of the
greatelt diforders, which Mr. Step}"‘”n‘:w himfelf
could not remedy; for the afiociates of his p(nty
having entered the cabin, brought up three cafks
of brandy ; and while this kind of provifion lafted,
it was partly drank by them, and partly thrown
about the deck. In the nndﬁ of this debauch the
ators were interrupted by the mght, and bcinﬁ;
a
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all drunk, without knowing what they did, or pay-
ing the leaft attention to the remonftrances of Mr.
Stephanow, they went down to reft.  Seeing him-
{elf thus deftitute of all fupport, the unhappy wretch
tollowed them, to reprefent the dangers they ex-
poled themfelves to by fuffering me to refume the
authority.

We took advantage of their confufion to fhut the "

main hatchway ; and while T went to 'vifit my cabin,
Mr. Panow, with two affociates, Sibaew and Logi-
now, feized Stephanow, whom they put in irons,
and faftened to the mizen-maft.

Atone in the morning Mr. Winbladth informed
me, that the revolters, heated by the great quan-
tity of brandy they had drank, and defirous of water,
and at the fame time not knowing what they did,
had ftaved fourteen cafks of water, which was en-
tirely loit, and there remained no motre than two
cafks and an half in all. :

Such were the confequences of ‘the rage which
Stephanow had excited, = My friends advifed me to
{eize the criminals and put them all ‘in'irons. ~But
I was too much affected” with the profpect of our
approaching mifery to think of adding "to ‘our pre-
fent and future unhappy refleCtions by an open
diffention.

At five o’clock; having taken the precaution to
feize the arms of all who had followed the partyof
Stephanow, I muftercd the whole company on deck,

“where I expofed to them' the conduct of Stephanow,
and reprefented in' ftrong terms the fufferings to
which we were now expofed, without the poffibility
of a remedy. The unhappy men, who had perpe-
trated the crime of lofing our water, were entirely
ignorant of the circumftance when ‘informed of it.
Their defpair then burft forth in “accufations of
Stephanow, as the author of all that they had done.
With one voice they demanded his death; they
infifted on facrificing fuch a monfter, and it was

not
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ot without the greateft difficulty that 1 prevailed
on them to fpare his life. But as it was neceflary
to fthew him that I had power to punifh crimes, I
propofed” that he fhould be declared unworthy of
the fociety, and condemned him to ferve as affiltant
to the cook.” The fame fentence was paffed upon
the Sieur Sudekin, fecretary at’ Kamchatka, whom
I had brought away prifoner, and who had fince at-
tached himfelf to Stephanow. - Stephanow was then
brought to ‘the main-maft to hear his fentence, and
as he fuppofed I fhould condemn him to death, he
was mean enough to implore my compailion, and
#ill meaner-after he had heard his fentence read. He
thanked me for the pity I had fhewn on this occa-
fion. My Panow, enraged” at his pufillanimity,
would have fhot him through the head, if I had not
preventéd him.

According” to the report, twenty-one fick ; the
pump clear. Latitude in 47 degrees, 40 minutes;
longitudein’ 15 deg ees. 30 minutes.  Wind from
north to north-ealt ; no current; courle fouth-weft.

Friday, July 1, 17717 The wind drawing round
to the weftward, and increafing with rain. Saw a
large quantity of floating weed ; and the colour of
the water-appearing changed, founded {everal times,
but got no'bottom. The company employed in col-
le@ing ‘rain water, of which we obtained two cafks.
This fupply 'was very acceptable ; but as the water
tafted of tar, the'aflociates engaged to drink no other,
in ordef to preferve the reft of our {tock for myfelf,
the fick, and our female companions. Mr. Kuz-
neczow “intormed ‘me ‘of this refolution. At the
clofe of the evening it fell calm; but at two, A. M.
the wind rofe, and blew freth from north-weft, one
quarter wefty At fix M. Le Surin informed me
that there ftill remained four cafks of water, which
were covered with the planks, that formed the cabin
of hislady. Thisaccount was very agreeable ; but

I ordered
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I ordered him not to communicate his difeovery to.
his affociates. This day we replaced the foreand
mizen topmaits. 5 .

According to the report, four fick ; the pumps
clear. ' Latitude in 46 degrees, 30 minutes ; longi-
tude in 12 degrees, 35 minutes. Wind north north-
weft 3 no current ; courfefouth-weft.

Saturday, July 2. Clofe cloudy weather. At
one, P, M. a fquall came on, with abundance of
rain; after which the wind flackened, and at ' three
it became calm ; but the rippling of the fea gave me
reafon to apprehend that we were in.a ftrong cur-
rent. = At* the fea was fo agitatedy
that the veffel rolled very much, and it was not
without fome apprehenfion, that Ifaw the main and
mizen yards touch the furface of thewater. At
feven the weather became fqually from the north-
weft quatter, from-whence, we had a.ftrong gale.
I had. already taken in- all.the reefs: the. couwrfe of
the veflel through the water made.a confiderable
noife, occafioned by a-current contrary; to its di-
reCtion, and, to which, no doubt, we were indebted
for our prefervation; fors,in the oblenrity of the
night, we fhould. net have been otherwile able. ta
have avoided running afhore. -The break of day
rendered our danger: evidents as we {aw. breakers af
the diftance of three-quarters, of, a,leaguei. I immes
diately- founded, and -got ground atthirty-fix fa-
thoms, the bottom. confifting of ' mud and | broken
thells. . At nine, A, M. we approached the.fhore;
and anchored in twenty-cight fathomsi; after which
T immediately fent the.fmall boat on fhore, with Mr.
Kuzneczow, to examine the coalt,in, order to difs
cover. fome port or-harbour. ' The ftrength of the
wind, however, parted our cable, and drove us out
I therefore fired feveral guns for the'boat, asl had

* A blank in the M. S,
little
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little hope of reaching the coaft with fo impetuous
awind. The fear of lofing our boat and pmplc,
obliged me to lay to ; but the current carrym;, us
npldly towards the thore, 1 occaﬁonalxy fet the mizen.
This manceuvre fatxgmd the veflel greatly, and
was frequently. attended with evident danger of de-
{trution.

According to the report, fix fick'; the pump clear.
Latitude in. 45 degrees, 57 mmutes, longitude in
LI ‘degrees,: 30 minutes. . Wind. from north- well,
to north- we't one quarter ‘weft.

Sunday,. ]uly 3+ A very heavy gale from north-
welt to weft 3 thip laying to, and hrmg minute f>uu:,
to.recal the boat. . At four P. M. we clued up th
mizen, and the veflel meeting the {well, ﬂnpgcd a
confiderable quantity of water, and it was with fome
difficulty that .fhe) was righted. . The aflociates, at
the-clole .of day, being apprmenﬁve of being ex-
pofed to: a repetition of the fame danger, infilted,;
that I fhould, ci[h(:l continue. my- courfe, or run thc
vellel agroundion; a fand bank which they: had: ob-
ferved., - I;rgprefented to, them, that it would be an
ac.of -the ugmolk barbarity. to. abandon nine of our
moft faithful companiom upon an unknown land,
to- the.mercy cof the Savagess-and that, thcre'orc
I was determined rather to pulﬂl than quit the fhore;
as; I would, net.conient to, bear the reproach of hav-
ing abandoned any of my, companions. I told tucm,
that I was. afhamed of their want of d-d"acy in
making. fuch; a, propofal asithat of deferting their
companions;;, and that, with regard to their fecond
requeft, it was impoflible to carry: it into execution,
becaufe the wind, having veered round to the ealt-
ward, did not permit us to reach the fhore at any
particular. fpot ; and the only: means of accon-
plithing  this, co*lfxl ed in abandoning the veflel to
the current, which mxgnt :)1«)1)&131) throw us on the
reef., For thefe reafons, I informed them that I was

firmly
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firmly refolved to confent to no part of their pro.
pofal. ~ This determined anfwer enraged them, and
feveral of them threatened me; among thefe, Bay-
lakin cried out, that he would foon put an end to the
difpute ; and, fnatching a knife out of the hands of

one that ftood by, he ran towards ‘me. Iprevented |

his purpofe by firing a piftol, which forturately dif-
abled, without killing him. Upon this, feveral of
the affociates prepared to enter intoa conteft by main
force ; but the fight of Meflrs. Panow, Cruftiew, Ba-
turin, Wynbladth, and {everal others, armed with
piftols, and ready to obey my commands, checked
their impetuofity. At length the! night clofed in,
without fight of -our companions; for this reafon
I kept two fires on board, and fired ‘cannon at re-

ular intervals.  About eight, the watch called out,
thathe heard a fhouting: ~ “We all“ran to verify the
fa&, and had the great fatisfaction to ‘behold feveral
fafhes at 4 fimall diftanée from us. “Their fhort du-
ration convinced us that it was our companions, who
fired their muiquets, in whieh circumftance we were

not deceived. At 'a.quarter palt eight they came |

o board, ‘on the larboard fide, not without fome
rifk of ftaving the" boat. < Their happy ‘¥eturn cofi-
founded’ the mutineers, who durflt ‘not thew their
faces. x5 '

Mr! Kuzneczow gave me an account of the diffi-
culties and fatigue attending his return 5 ‘and, indeed
it was a miracle that the boat ‘had beert ablé to refift
the forces of the fea. " His report was, that, an hour
after heleft the veflel,! Hearrived nedr theffhore, but
firiding it impofitble to goon fhore he was' obliged
to row round a headland] which (heltering him from
the wind, prefenreda ‘favourable pldcétof landing in
anvharbour, wheré he found fevéral boats aranchor,
andea wery large” twormalted veflel; that when he
eafne on fhore, he faw inhabitants, ¢lothed in the
(Hinefe manner, mn blue, with parafols,~ He ac

cofted

-
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¢ofted them without hefitation, having left his fix
affociates in the boat. The iflanders invited him to
go further up the country; which he thonld have
complied with, if he had not heard the fignal for
his return. At this fignal, he did every thing in
his power, by figns and geftures to convince the
iflanders that he was obliged to return. ‘They fthew-
ed no defire to retain him ; but all which he could
underftand, amounted to 2 with, on their part, to
explain to him that the weather was very unfavour-
able to go out to fea, and that he ought to flay
on fhore, and return the next day in the morn-
ing. But that, when they perceived he was de-
termined to depart, one among the iflanders laid
his hand upon his breaft, (a fign of friendfhip, as
he underftood). and then prefented him with  his
parafol, and a pipe, with a little bag containing to-
bacco; that he himfelf, in return, having nothing
about him to prefent the iflander, had given him his
fabre, mounted with filver’; and that the iflander,
charmed with his behaviour, had given hima knife.
With refpect to the country, he informed nie, that
he had feen a number.of hogs, but no black cat-
tle; and that the huts, or fmall houfes, built near
the fhore, “wére regularly “placed, and perfectly
fhaded ty rows of trees, and the coaft appeared
well wooded.

This report, which was heard by all " the com-
pany, excited 'a defireto go on thore; and they in-
treated 'me. to ufe every exertion to conmtinue in its
reighbourhood. T'was no lefls interefted than them-
{elves, and therefore determined to keep near the
hore.” But all our hopes vanifhed when 'we found
the wind fix at the weft, with redoubled force. 1
endeavoured to keep my pofition till two A. M.
but then being no longer able to lay to, T fet fail
under the fore-ftay-fail, and departed at the rate

< n hour. At day-break
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the veflel was furrounded with porpoifes and vari.
ous fea birds, and the wind continued to frefhen,
According to the report, four fick, one wounded ;
pump clear, - Latitude in 45 degrees, 20 minutes;
longitude in 13 degrees, o minutes. Wind welt;
courfe fouth-ealt, one quarter eaft. , :
Monday, July 4. A hard gale, with occafional
fhowers, which gave me fome hope of its flacken-
ing ; but unfortunately it continued with the utmoft
violence, and deprived me of every hope of re-
gaining the coaft we had quitted ; I therefore hauled
wind, and held on my courfe. This day I examined
the paralol, which was brought by Mr. Kuzneczow,
1t was made of paper, foaked with oil, and painted
with feveral Chinefe and Japanefe characters. The
pipe was of a compound metal, of a white colour;
and_the purle, coptaining: the tobacco, was em.

broidered fatin. The knife was perfeétly well tem. |

pered,  and. the handle -was. ivory, well finifhed,
Thele circumftances convinced me that the iflanders
traded with the Japanefé, ~-About fun-fet the wind
abated, and permitted me. to fet the mizen and clofe
reefed topfails.

According to the report, three fick, ane wounded.
Latitude in_44 degrees, 0 minutes; longitude in
12 degrees, o minutgs,  Wind welt ; courfe fouth-
fouth-weft. B

Tuefdayy July: 5. . Hot weather, and the wind veer-

ing round o the fouthward. This day was employ-
ed in fecting up. our rigging, which the hot weather
had flackened. 1 likewife changed our fails, which
were fo rent and worn, that their effect was con-
fiderably diminithed, 1 diflributed the old fails
among the company, to make trowfers,

This day acouncil was held to determine, whe-
ther we ought to fail for Japan; for as I had no
pofitive knowledge of any ifland, I thought it pro-
per to take this courfe, to avoid the fufferings which

threatened
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threatened us for the want of provifions and water.
Our provifions confifted of fix catks of falt fith, and
two cafks of dried fith; but the dried fith began to
putrify by the heat, and convinced me that we could
not ufe it much longer. All our bifcuit was con-
fumed, and our whole refource confifted in thefe
two cafks of dried fith, with two cafks of rain water,
and four catks of fweet water. I could not, there-
fore, depend on more than fix or eight days pro-
vifion, and fourteen days drink. The council de-
termined to hold our courfe towards Japan, but to
put in at any iflind we might come in fight of.
This refolution was communicated to the whole
company, who were very fubmiflive, and confented
to the decifion, from the fear of hunger. M. Meder,
having infpected our provifion of falt fith, affured
me, that in one or two days I thould be obliged
to throw the whole overboard; and, in order to
turn it to the beft advantage, he advifed me to boil
the falted fith to the confiftence of a pafte, and after-
wards dry the pafte into the form of bread, which
might ferve us in cafe of extreme need. I very
much approved of this advice, and gave him charge
to carry it into execution. The night was clear and
ftarry; at fix, A. M. the wind became variable,
and at ten it fixed at north-weft. ' This day we pre-
pared lines for catching fifh, feveral of which we
had feen.

According to the report, five fick, and one
wounded ; the pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees,
20 minutes ; longitude in 12 degrees, 8 minutes.
Wind welt-fouth-weft, and north; courfe fouth-
fouth eaft.

Wednefday, July 6. Clofe cloudy weather to
the north weft, but the rain having abated the
force of the wind and the fwell of the fea, we fet all
our fails, and direted our courfe to the weftward.
This day we faw a quantity of floating fea-weed, and
feveral birds, which directed their flight to the north-

welt.
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welt.  The fithermen took no more than two mid-
dling fized fith, weighing together about three
pounds. At fun-fet we heard thunder, for the firft
time ; the thip’s company thereupon entreated me
to permit them to be bled, as, without that precau-
tion, they apprehended bad confequences from the
heat, which they had already began to feel. I con-
fented to their requeft with fo much the more wil-
lingnefs, as the precaution could not be hurtful to
their health.  The night was dark, without any
appearance of the moonj; but the veffel making
great way, gave us fpirits. = At day-break the quar-
sermafter called out land. I went on deck, and
likewife miftook fome low clouds for land; but
fun-rife diffipated the charm. In the morning Mr,
Meder bled fifteen of the affociates.

According to the report, three fick, one wound-
ed; the pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20
minutes; longitude in g degrees, 4 minutes. Wind
north one quarter weft; courfe weft one quarter fouth.

Thurfday, July 7. Very fine weather, and fmooth
water. The heat of the fun was fuch, that it melted
the pitch off the fides of the veflel. 1 gave orders
to pay it afrefh, and to wet the decks and fides
every morning at fun-rife. The heat of the fun
being very troublefome, I cut up a fail to make an
awning. This day we fiited out the fhallop, and
the company was employcd in cleaning their arms,
and making fmall cordage: the night was very
fine. At nine, A. M. we faw fomething floating

on the water, and immediately lowered the boat, |

and rowed towards it. ‘The boats crew, on their
return, brought another boat, very much damag:

ed, and overfet.  When we had got it on board, |

1 obferved that it was a fmall fithing boat, for |

1 found fome lines, made of twilted filk, ftill faf-
tened to it. The company, after examining the

boat, undertook to repair it, to ferve in cafe of |
need. ‘This day fifteen other affociates were bled.

According
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According to the report, three fick ; the wounded
man able to come to work.. Latitude in 42 degrees,
o minutes; longitude in 6 degrees, 38 minutes.
Wind north-north-weft ; courfe fouth-weit one quar-
ter fouth. .

Friday, July 8. The wind gradually increafing,
with fine weather, and the fun fhining {trong. This
day we made a trial of the fith-bread ; we found it
harfh, four and very falt, but neceflity obliged us
to eat it. - At fun-fet, faw a great number of por-
poifes, but could catch none. The night was fine
and clear, throughout. At day-break, four of the
aflociates prefented themfelves, in the name of the
company, to afk forgivenefs, in favour of Mr. Ste-
phanow ; -and as I was affured of their fidelity to me,
I promifed to comply with their requeft, with fo
much more fatisfaétion, as I defired nothing more
ardently than to convince the company how much
I was devoted to their wifhes. After their depar-
ture, I affembled a committee of the principal aflo-
ciates, to whom I declared my intention to receive
Mr. Stephanow again into our fociety. They all
confented to my refolution, except Mr. Panow,
who declared that I thould have more than one oc-
cation, hereafter, to complain of this infamous man,
for whom, as a relation, he had fo much caufe to
bluth. - This day Mr. Meder bled twenty of the

According to the report, three fick; the pump
aflociates.
clear. Latitude in 41 degrees, 28 minutes; longi-
tude in 4 degrees, 26 minutes. Wind north-north-
welt ; courfe fouth-weflt one quarter weft.

Saturday, July 9. Purfuant to my relolution, I
caufed Mr. Stephanow to be called, and acquainted
him that he was forgiven, and received into our fo-
ciety; at the fame time that I exhorted him to defift,
at length, irom his enormity to me, and repreient-
ed to him, that he ought not to doubt the fincerity

wii
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with which I offered my friendfhip, as it was en.
tirely in my power to clear mylelf of him. He
appeared extremely fatisfied, and promifed, on his
faith and honour, to condu& himfelf with more
delicacy in future: he fpared no oaths to confirm
his repentance; and, 2as a final confirmation, he
entreated me to affemble theé whole company, before
whom he was defirous of publickly acknowledging
his fault, and demanding pardon. And though I
excufed mylfelf, by obferving, that I neither could
nor ought to permit fuch 4 proceeding on'his part;
yet he perfifted, and intreated thole prefent to
fecond his propofal; affuring them, that he fhould
fot enjoy any peace, artil he had convinced the
whole company that his heart and his words agreed.
As I faw it was not in miy power to change his re-
folution, I begged Mr. Cruftiew to comply with
Mr. Stephanow’s demand.

After the departure of Mr. Cruftiew with the
penitent, I exprefled my joy to Mr. Panow, to fee
his relation at length recalled to reafon’; but this
gallant man affured me, that I fhould find myfelf
deceived in my hopes, as he knew him too well
to hope for amendnent. He added, that He believed
himn, at that moment, to be truly difpofed to keep
his engagement; but that he would lay any wager,
that, before eight days were expired, he would give
new proofs of the wickednefs™ of his - difpofition ;
for which reafon, he ftrongly urged me never to
place any confidence in fuch a wretch. '

At five P. M word was brought, that the hoops
of one of the water cafks had given way, and the
water was entirely run out; and that another calk
was two-thirds empty; fo that no more than three
caflcs and fome pots of water remained, with about
gine hundred pounds of fifh dried, or in the form
of bread. In a ftate of extreme anxiety, and ex-
tenuated by continual fatigue; I pafied a cruel night‘;

an
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and as it ‘was neceflary to conceal my unéafinefs
from the affociates, this reftraint overcame me to
fuch a degree, that I was feveral times, during the
night, ready to faint. « There was no teafon to
hope for rain or dew, as the feafon, unfortunately
was dry; and I had no knowledge of the pofition
of the neighbouring lands, upon which I could
place any well grounded expectation. At day-break
I aflembled the whole company, to give them an
account of our fituation, and to propofe that they
thould be put to the allowance of half a pound
of fith, and half a bottle of water a day; and in
order to convince ‘them of the truth of what I
afferted, 1 caufed the provifion of fifh to be brought
upon deck, where, inftead of nine hundred pounds,
we unfortunately found only four hundred and fixty
pounds;, ' and upon examination, the water proved
to be much lefs' than three catks. This fituation
reduced them to defpair, for they aflured me that
it would be impoffible to fupport life on fuch an
allowance of fuch food as the fith, which likewife
produced extreme  thirft.  ‘Their reprefentations
were but too true, as I knew by my own experience ;
and to prevent every difpute concerning the diftribu-
tion, I divided our provifion among all the affociates,
and every one received his part, confifting of about
four pounds and three quarters; and I referved the
bifcuit, though damaged, for the ufe of the women.
Several of the aflociates received their provifions,
weeping bitterly ; and others curfed thofe who had
led them to .the revolution at Kamchatka.-——Such
was the fcene which now: prefented itfelf before my
eyes.

According to -the. report, fix fick; the pump
clear. - Latitude in, 39 degrees, 40 minutes; longi-
tude in, 5 degrees, o minutes. Wind fouth-weit
one quarter welt ; courle fouth-fouth-eaft.

Vor. L Z Sunday,
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Sunday, July 10. Clear weather, and exceflive
hot ; a ftrong breeze, but unfteady. At fun-fet the
wind frefhened, and the clouds drove along with
great fwiftnefs. = At cleven, P. M. it thundered,
ond the clouds broke ; “very littlerain fell on board.
At four, A. M. handed the fmall fails. The veflel
lying along, made a confiderable quantity of waters
for this reafon, I gave orders for covering the upper
works with tarred fail cloth. ’

Latitude in, 38 degrees, o minutes j longitude in,
5 degtees, o minutes. Wind welt-north-weft ; courfe
fouth-weft one quarter fouth.

Monday, July 11. A ftrong gale; and cloudy,
with continual thunder and lightning. Prudence
required us to lay to, but our fituation .did not ad-
mit of it; for this reafon, I encouraged the aflociates
to continue the fervice, but unfortunately they were
all fo difheartened, that I defpaired ‘of keeping the
thip by the wind. A dreadful night ® fucceeded this
day, with every horrid circumftance that can be
imagined at fea; the fore and mizen topfails were
at once blown from the yards, and the noife of the
torn fails encreafed thé fears of the company. The
wind encreafed by fudden guits, which threatened
to difmaft us entirely ; and as none of the affociates
would go aloft, it was impoffible ‘to hand the top
fails. At three, A. M. the mizen malt was fplit
by the lightning, but it did not take fire. The
deck was conftantly filled with water ; and if the
wind had changed with that rapidity which I have
fo often experienced in my navigation, we had been
loft, without refource; happily, however, it con-
tinued in the fame quarter.

According to the report, twenty-three ficks
cleared the well from twenty-eight to fix inches
water. Latitude in, 36 degrees, 25 minutes ; longi-
tude in, 3 degrees, o minutes. ~ Wind weft-north-
weft; courfe fouth.weft one quarter fouth.

Tuefday
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Tuefday, July 12. Meflrs. Cruftiew and Panow
reprefented to me, that feveral of the aflociates,
having confumed their provifions, were in danger
of perithing by hunger, if I did not find fome ex-
pedient. ' They had already broke forth in exclama-
tions of defpair: being therefore obliged to apply
my thoughts to the invention of an expedient, I
fell upon that of boiling fome fkins of beavers,
and feafoning them with whale oil. I communicat-
ed this idea to my friends, who received it with

ratitude. To make a trial, I gave orders to fcald
and clean a fkin, and then boil it. At fix, P. M.
it was entirely prepared; and when I found that
this ragout was capable of preferving us from dying
with hunger, I immediately diftributed it to the
affociates. The eagernefs with which they fet
about preparing their meal, made them forget the
danger we were in from the impetuofity of the wind,
and it was not poffible to employ them in any other
fervice on board ; fo that the whole care of the
veflel fell upon me and the officers. Throughout
the night the wind continued with unabated vio-
lence, and the fwell of the fea began to threaten us
with the laft extreme of danger; when all at once,
about four, A. M. its force flackened, and I was not
a little furprized to perceive that the fea became
fmooth, almoft immediately. This circumitance
indicated the vicinity of land, but in what direttion
to feek it, was a thing impoflible to be determined.
At day-break my companions thanked me for hav-
ing employed my thoughts in procuring them
fome nourifhment ; and as there was no other pro-
vifion on board, I caufed fome fkins to be drefled
for the fick. Mr. Meder informed me, that feveral
of the aflociates had wathed their fhoes and half
boots, and that, at the inftant he was fpeaking,
there were more than twenty pair in the pot. In
falt, this report was confirmed; and I could only
AR groan
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groan at the fcene of mifery, which, in the fpace
of twenty-four hours, could not but be greatly en-
creafed by the want of water.

According to the report, twenty-nine fick ; the
pump clear, as ufual. Latitude in, 35 degrees, 4
minutes ; longitude in, 1 degree, o minutes. Wind
welt north-welt; courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, July 13. The weather clearing up
gradually, with fome intervals of fun-fhine, I gave
orders to open the hatches, to air the veflel ; after
which we cleared the wreck of the mizen maft, and
bent another mizen ftay fail, which had been carried
away. To replace the mizen maft, I made ule of a
main topmaft, which I had taken in exchange at
Kamchatka; and, notwithftanding our weaknefs,
we fucceeded in getting it ftepped before dark. Dur-
ing the time we were employed in this work, the
women were bufied in unpacking the fkins. They
confited of feven hundred and eighty-two_beavers,
two hundred and fixty-eight foxes, and one thoufand
nine hundred fables, all which were diftributed to
the company. At day-break we dilcovered a great
quantity of floating weeds, and faw birds which
refembled eagles. - This fight renewed in my mind
that glimpfe of hope, which alone enables us to
furmount obftacles that appear invincible. About
noon we obferved the clouds become black to the
fouthward, and we waited with impatience for a
fquall, to fupply us with fome provifion of water.
Our expectation, however, was deceived, for the
wind remained fteady.

According to the report, twenty fick; the pump

clear as ufual. Latitude in, 33 degrees, 50 minutes;
longitude in, 358 degrees, 56 minutes. Wind weft-
north-weft ; courfe fouth-welt.

Thur{day, July 14. Clear hot weather ; a {trong
and fteady breeze, with a following fwell. Mr.
Meder informed me, that there were no more than

fifty
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fifty pints of water on board‘, and that he thought it
proper to keep at leaft half for the fick. I gave
him orders accordingly, to referve half, and the reft
was diftributed among the affociates at day-break.
For my own part, having no longer any expettation
of means to remedy the want of water, I refigned
myfelf to that fate, which overwhelmed me by fuch
dreadful trials, and being no longer able to find
any ground for hope, I paffed the night in refpiring
the cool air. The break of day at laft appeared,
and the frefhnefs of the morning revived me a
little. At feven I affifted in the diftribution of the
water. My companions received it with avidity,
and feveral among them drank it off at the inftant;
others, more careful, were attentive in preferving
it. After the diftribution, as I concluded it to be
impoffible that I thould much longer fupport life,
and finding myfelf opprefled with weaknefs, occa-
fioned by hunger, I prefented my chart to the com-
pany, and pointed out to them, that we were ftill
wo hundred and forty, or perhaps three hundred
leagues from the coaft of Japan; that I had no
knowledge of any ifland near us, and that confe-
quently fix or feven days would be required to reach
it, even with a favourable wini, of which there
was no probable appearance; and as I did not ap-
prehend that I could fupport life for fuch a length
of time, in our prefent circumftances, I thought it
proper to point out to ‘them the courfe they might
hold, in cafe they fhould be fo happy as to furvive.
This natural confidence with which I opened my
fentiments to them, affeCted them f{trongly, and it
was not without the moft forcible emotions, that I
beheld them all eager to offer me a part of their
lots. On this occafion, Sudiakow declared, that he
ftill had three falt fith in his cheft, which he offered
me, as well as a pitcher of water, which he had
faved out of his own allowance. This noble aftion

was
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was univerfally applauded, and he received the fir-
name of Generdus, which the company gave him.
Being forced to accept this affiftance, I confented,
on condition of his fharing it with me. When I
took the meridian altitude, the company requefted
me to dire@& my courfe to Japan.

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pump
clear,asufual. Latitude in, 32 degrees, 36 minutes,
longitude in, 357 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind from
north-welt to north-north-weft ; courfe fouth-fouth-
weft.

Friday, July 15. Fine weather, with the fun
fhining ftrongly ; a current fetting to the weftward.
Saw a number of birds, among which we fuppoled
fome to be land birds, which gave new hopes to the
company. Several on board having drank the fea
water, were feized with a violent vomiting. Mr.
Meder attempted to corre& the fea water, by in-
fufing tea in it; butthis precaution did not deprive
it of its bitternefs. I made a trial of it myfelf.

At fan-fet, two of the company from the maft-
head cried out land. Every one immediartely hur-
ried aloft; but the fun being fet, they could fee
nothing. The men who thought they faw the land,
informed me, that it lay alittle to the fouthward of
weft; I therefore fet all the fails, and ordered a
ftrong night watch; but having failed from the
time they thought they faw the land, till four in the
morning, over a_[pace of twenty-four leagues and
three quarters, they were convinced that they had
taken the clouds for the land. At five, A. M.
nothing was feen from the maft-head but very
thick clouds before us. At this time my dog,
Neftor, ftood on the forecaftle, continually barking,
and fouffing up the air. Mr. Meder obferving this
circumftance, ran to me, and affured me, that he no
longer doubted of the vicinity of the land, as he
kunew it to be ufual for dogs to fmell it. Mr.

Kuzneczow
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Kuzneczow himfelf went to the top-maft-head,
fwearing that he would not come down until he
fww the land. At eight he called out land, but
4 moment after, cried that he had miftaken clouds
for the land. At nine, Saccharie, my American,
looking out a-head with the reft, called out, Alak-
fina, Alakfina, and pulled me towards the fore-
caftle, fayingin Ruffian, of which he had learned
fome few words, ¢ Come along.”” When I came
on the forecaftle, he fhewed me the place with his
finger, continually repeating Alakfina, though none
of us could difcover any thing. I called outto Mr.
Kuzneczow, informing him, that the American faw
land; but Kuzneczow replied, that he faw nothing.
I therefore fent Saccharie to the maft-head, to {hew
him the place, and fent up my telefcope. At half
paft nine, Mr. Kuzneczow at laft called out land.
On his affurance, I went up myfelf, and had the
pleafure to fee, at laft, the profpet of our fufferings
being mitigated. At eleven, the land being evident
before us, I founded, and got ground in twenty-eight
fathoms ; and after failing within a quarter of a
league of the coaft, we anchored in fourteen fathoms.
According to the report, twenty-fix fick; the
pump clear. Latitude in, 32 degrees, 47 minutes;
longitude in, 355 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind north

one quarter weft ; courfe weft 5 degrees north.
Saturday, July 6. At anchor, near an ifland,
at one quarter of a league diftance, in eighteen
fathom water. Wind from north to north-north-
weft. At two, P. M. fent Meflrs. Panow and Kuz-
neczow afhore, with twelve affociates in the canoe,
to examine the coaft, and endeavour to find fome
harbour, in' which we might moor in fafety. I fent
feveral cafks likewife, that they might bring fome
water. At nine we faw three fires on fhore, which
were the fignal of the difcovery of an harbour ; but
the fires appeared to us to be two leagucs diftant
to
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to the morth-weft iof our anchorage. = At eleven the
boat returned with four men, and fome water,
which was eagerly confumed. - Sibaew 'informed
me, that Kuzneczow had difcovered a very com-
modious bay, on the mnorthern fide of the - ifland,
into which fell a rivulet of frefh water ; and that
he begged I would fend back the boat, that he might
return, at day-break, and condué the veflel to her
moorings. This happy news was very comfortable
to every one on board ; but the continuation of his
narrative was {till more fatisfattory, when he aflured
me, that there was a quantity of hogs and goats
on the ifland. At this recital every one was defir-
ous of going on fhore ; and it was with the greatelt
difficulty that I could retain a few of them on board
to work the thip. = The aflociates, attending only to
their own wants, feized the fhallop, and departed,
to the number of forty-nine. After the departure
of the fhallop, I fent the fmall boat likewife, armed
 with fix men, to obey the orders of Mr. Kuz-
neczow.

At a quarter paft five, A. M. weighed, and
made fail under the topfails. At fix, faw the {fmall
boat out at fea, and continued my courfe along the
coaft, north-weft one.quarter north ; the profpect on
fhore was very agreeable. ~Ateight it became calm,
and I was obliged to anchor again in twelve fa-
thoms. At the fame time I gave orders to Mr.
Kuzneczow to go in fearch of the fhallop, that they
might return, and tow the veffel in. - At half paft
nine the fhallop and canoe arrived, and I entered
the bay, in which I moored in fix fathom water,
and at the diftance of fixty fathoms from the fhore.
One of our cables was faftened on the fhore, and
the fheet anchor was down, at the diftance of one
hundred and twenty fathoms to feaward.

According to the report, cighteen fick ; the pump
clear. Latitude in, 32 degrees, 47 minutes ; longi-

tude
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tude in, 355 degrees, eight minutes. Wind north
the firft part afterwards calm ; coutfe weft, 5 de-
rees north and north-weft.

Sunday, July 17. Sent the fick and the women
on fhore, leaving only four men and two officers
on board, as a guard. Employed this day in cut-
ting wood, and erecting huts and tents, as well as
a ftorchoufe, to land our whole cargo. Mr. Wyn-
bladth undertook to raife a battery, in which he
placed two three-pounders. The aflociates, who
had gone on fhore the day before, brought feveral
pieces of game for the fick; and a goat; others
brought different fruits and plants, of a delicious
tafte. I forbad them, however, to eat them raw ;
but when boiled or roafted, . they proved very good
- and wholefome. The abundance of water, and
plenty of provifions, foon made the company forget
their paft {ufferings ; and their converfation ran en-
tirely on the happy and comfortable fituation before
them. For my part, I rejoiced at the event, which
had delivered me from the horrors of a cruel dea ith,
and the reproaches of my companions.

The night was fine, but the beauty of the fky
did not perbnt me from employing the whole in
fleep ; for my frame, exhaufted with fatigue and
watching, had need of reft. At day-break, I af-
fembled the whole company, to appoint the diffe-
rent fervices. Some received orders to guard the
veflel ; ‘others were employed in the fithery, in the
chace, or in fetting up the water butts ; repairing
the fails, &c. After this diftribution of their labours,
Ideclared my intention, that, as foon as we had
made up our provifions, I would fet fail for Manilla,
on the Phillipine iflands, from whence we might moft
eafily return into Europe. My declaration was re-
ceived with great coolnefs, and the company replied,
that they had need of repole, in the firft place; and
afterwards,
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afterwards, they would confider what {teps were
the beft to be taken.
According to the report, eighteen fick.

\ Monday, July 18. On fhore, on the ifland of
Liquor; a name which my companions gave to this
ifland, on account of the excellent water they found
here. At two, P. M. Loginow, who had been
fent to difcover the interior part of theifland, with
four affociates, returned, and brought pine apples
and bananas, in great quantities, with feveral bundles
of wood, with which, he affured me, the ifland
abounded. But that which excited the greateft
aftonithment was fome pieces of rock cryftals, and
{tones, containing metallic particles, which were very |
heavy, and fhone like gold.  The fight of the cryftal
inflamed the imagination of my affociates: they
began to reafon upon the circumftances, and con-
cluded, that as the furface of the earth produced
cryftal, it doubtlefs contained diamonds at a greater
depth. The mineral they had found, could be no-
thing, in their opinion, but gold. Itwas to no pur-
pofe that I reprefented, that appearances were often
fallacious ; that rock cryftal would not change into
diamonds ; and that the pretended ore of gold,
might be nothing more than marcafite. My repre-
fentations were not attended to; the illufion had
taken too ftrong hold of their minds, to be diffipat-
ed in as fhort a time as it was formed; and the
vivacity with which the affociates had made their re-
{olutions, gave rae reafon to apprehend ferious confe-
quences. Five of them prefented themfelves to- de-
clare, that the affociates, being worn out with the
fatigue and fufferings they had experienced during
their voyage, had determined to fix their abode
upon the ifland for fome months ; and that with fo
much the greater readinefs, as they found fufficient
abundance of provifions; and that, during this
whole time, they meant to employ themfelves in

digging
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digging into the earth, to colle&t a quantity of ore,
and blow up the rocks with a view of coming at the
bafis of the cryftal, that they might collet a quan-
tity of gold and diamonds, which would be ufeful
to them on their return to Europe. They accom-
panied this declaration with oaths, that they were
determined not to change their refolution; and
they demanded, that I would give them my pro-
mife to conform to their will; but as I did not
think proper to give my word immediately, I dif-
miffed them with a promife, that I would confider
of their propofitions, and give them my final an-
fwer the next morning.

After their departure, I affembled my friends, to
deliberate upon the fteps proper to be taken. They
advifed me to fubmit to the pleafure of the com-
pany, as the law of the ftrongeft ; and reprefented
to me, that the affociates, being on fhore, would
liten to no reafon: and as I was well acquainted
with their obftinacy, I had every reafon to expect
they would come to extremities. Their advice
gave me no confolation ; for, by yielding to the
will of the company, I had nothing to expett but
intrigues and cabals, the iffue of which might be of
fatal confequences to my party. 1 therefore pafled
the night 1n contriving projeéts to bring them to
their fenfes.

At day-break I found my tent furrounded with
the affociates, who demanded my refolution. My
friends kept at a diftance, to affit me in cafe of
need. In this fituation, I thoughtit beft to repre-
fent to them, that I had determined to have the ore
examined, to be convinced whether it contained
gold or not; forI thought it would be very abfurd
to give ourfelves the trouble of colletting ftones,
without deriving any advantage from them. I
therefore requefted my companions to nominate
two amongft themfelves, who underftood metallurgy,

to
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to make the affay ; and at the fame time declared
to them, thatin cafe the ore turned out produttive,
1 would immediately determine to remain upon the
ifland, as long as they thought proper: but that
the difcovery of the cryftal would avail us nothing,
as 1 was aflured that cryftal was never found in
diamond mines. The affociates were fo firmly
perfuaded that the ore could be nothing elfe but
gold, that they were fatisfied with my anfwer ; and
deputed Andreanow and Ribnikow, two goldfmiths,
to make the affay. It was with the greatelt fatif-
faftion that T gained fo far on the minds of fuch a
number of headftrong people. My friends compli-
mented me upon my fuccefs; and Mr. Panow af-
fured me, that he would do every thing in his power
to deftroy the cabal, which he fuppoled to be the

work of Mr. Stephanaw.

According to the report, fourteen fick.

‘Tuefday, July 19. Fine calm weather, but ex-
ceffively hot. This day a large quantity of fith was
brought, half of which I caufed to be dried, for our
provifion, and the other half was diftributed among
the company. Mr. Baturin informing me, that our
ftock of falt was confiderably diminifhed, propofed
to make a boiling; I gave him three Kamchadales
to affit him. About two, I made an excurfion into
the country, in company with Mr. Panow and Mr.
Wynbladth : we found it very agreeable, and abound-
ing with cocoa nuts, orange and banana trees, with
a certain fruit which refembled pears, but as they
were too acid, we did not eat them. On one of the
fmall hills, we found feveral pieces of cryftal, and of
cinnabar ; but the moft agreeable difcovery we made,
confilted in the fight of about fifty hogs. We fol-
lowed them, with a view of killing fome; when the
young pilot, Potofliow, came to inform me, that Mr.
Stephanow had affembled a party of the aflociates,
to whom he had fpoken with empbafis, and that
they




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 349

they had all retired into the wood, to make an oath.
Upon this information, we returned towards our
camp, where we arrived at the beginning of the
night, which was one of the moft beautiful I ever
beheld : the fky was without a cloud, and the ftars
fhone with a brilliancy and luftre that was delight-
ful to behold. 1 firft directed my fteps towards
the tent of Mr. Cruftiew, who was furprized to
hear the relation of my difcovery; and affured me,
throughout the whole day, he had not quitted Ste-
phanow, except for half an hour, which appeared to
him to be too thort a time to forma confederacy :
but Mr. Panow aflured him that Mr. Stephanow was
capable of any thing ; and that he believed him to
be guilty. The former behaviour of the man led
me to adopt the opinion of Mr. Panow; and I
thought proper to take meafures to prevent a plot.
With this intention, I aflembled thofe friends to
whom I could fpeak with confidence; their num-
ber amounted to thirty-fix perfons. Iimmediately
detached fix on board, to relieve thofein the veflel;
twelve others were difpofed to guard our fmall
pieces on tfhore, and the reft remained under
arms, to keep a regular guard, without affording
any caufe of fufpicion. Things being thus difpoled,
I waited for day-break. Atfeven in the morning,
the hunters were the firft who prefented themfelves,
to inform me that they had been unfuccefsful, and
had feen nothing; though I was well affured that
they-had been with Stephanow, inftead of follow-
ing the chace. I concealed my difpleafure; but
could hold no longer, when 1 heard that all thofe,
whom I had appeinted to repair our cafks and fails,
had refufed toco ntinue their work. I therefore gave

orders for a general meeting to be held at noon.

According to the report, eight fick.

Wednefday, July 20. ‘Weather as yefterday.
The company being affembled, I explained our
{ituation,
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fituation, in firong terms; and the pains which
had conftantly taken to fatisfy the defires of the
company. I complained of their ingratitude towards
me, which was fhewn in a new mutiny. I took
notice of the obftinacy ‘of the people not to
work, which would lead us to the moft dreadful
neceflity ; and I demanded the reafonis which had
led them to a refolution fo unworthy of men
of fpirit and honour. Several of the affociates
pointed out Mr. Stephanow, and cried out, ¢ Speak
¢« and we will fupport you.” = Upon this fig-
nal the wretch fpoke, by loading me fwith in-
ve&ives, and threatening both myfelf and Mr. Pa-.
now with fpeedy death. I interrupted him in his
imprecations, and made a fpeech, in which I thanked
the aflociates for having hitherto fhared my labours.
1 declared thatI had preferved the command over
them for no other reafon than to preferve their
lives, in a voyage of great danger and difficulty ;
but that, at prefent, as the greateft dangers were pait,
1 fhould entirely furrender the command; and that
they had nothing to do, but chufe a chief. With
refpet to myfelf, 1 informed them, thatas I had
nothing more to hope from men fo deftitute of ho-
nour and probity, 1 was determined to quit them;,
and live rather with the wild beafts, than among a
fet of ungrateful men, whofe future conduct could
not fail to be made upof crimes and wickednefs.
After this difcourle, 1retired ; faying, ¢ Let thofe
« who have affeftion and attachment follow me.”’
I was followed by thofe whofe attachment I knew,
and by twenty-two others, who had appeared, till
then, doubtful. ~On my return into my tent, I
found myfelf with fifty-two companions, befides
ix on board. I had nothing, therefore; to fear
from the conlfpirators, and employed the night in
deliberating what was beft to be done. At day-

break,
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break, I was informed of the arrival of deputies from
Stephanow’s party ; whoinformed me, that haying
made themfelves mafter of the veffel, they had it in
their power to abandon me; but that their defigns
were more noble, as they affured me, that they
would acknowledge me for their chief 2nd king,
provided I would promile to remain upon : he ifland
with them ; and that, to convince me that they were
not come to impofe upon me, three of their party
would remain with me; and the company, as foon
as they fhould be informed of my refolution, would
put Mr. Stephanow into my hands, that I might
have nothing to fear on his part. The furprize of
the veflel, filled me with confternation; but I con-
cealed it as well as I could. My difgrace appeared
inevitable ; for what could I do upon a defert ifland
without a veffel? For this realon, in order to re-
cover fome influence over thefe headitrong people,
I invited them to a meeting, at which I promifed
to difcover the fentiments of my mind. The com-
pany immediately aflembled, excepting Mr. Stepha-
now with ten aflociates, who were on board. I then
reprefented to them, that no one among them could
be more truly defirous of fixing his refidence on
this happy ifland, than myfelf, but that various re-
fletions prevented me from adopting this refolution,
and in order to fhew them that they were well-
founded, I declared to them, that our company
confifting of a great number of men, and only eight
women, the difproportion would hinder our union ;
and that, in fac, it was merely this want of women
which had prevented me from making the propofal
to them of fixing our refidence upon the iffand :
But at length, as I faw they had taken their refo-
lution, I would acquiefce in their withes, upon one
fingle condition. Hereupon, they all cried out,
¢¢ Hear, hear.” 1 then declared, that my intention
was to fail for Japan, and there make a defcent near

a town
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a town, from which we would carry off as many
women as we could feize, together with cattle and
grain. 1 concluded, by protefting, that if they
would engage to fecond me in this project, I would
promife to fettle with them upon the ifland, to which
we might eafily return, and that one month would
be fufficient for carrying the projeét into execution.
1 had fcarcely finithed my declaration, before they
all exclaimed, ¢ Long live our Chief, long live
our General;” and they came one after the other
to kifs my hand.

Finding them brought to this point of fubmiffion,
I required them to go on board, and bring Stepha-
now on fhore; for I declared my apprehenfion, left
that madman might end his exploits by fetting fire
1o the veflel.  This fear took fuch inftantaneous
hold of their minds, that they ran with the greateft
precipitation to the landing-place. ~Stephanow fee-
ing his party run, fuppofed them to be attacked
by my people, and came on fhore to join them;
but he was ftrangely furprized, when his own party
feized him, and brought him to me, where I con-
fined him under the guard of Mr. Sibaew.

According to the report, four fick, and one pri-
foner.

Thurfday, July 21. A light breeze from the
eaftward, and fine weather. 1 affembled the com-
pany, to renew their oath of fidelity and obedience
towards me; at the fame time that I'made oath,
that, after having carried our enterprize upon Japan
into execution, 1 would return to the ifland of
Liquor, to make the fettlement of our ‘companys
After this ceremony, I gave orders for continuing
the works, the chace, fithery, and colletting of
fruits and vegetables, for our voyage. With re-
gard to Mr. Stephanow, I releafed. him from con-
fnement, on condition that he fhould publickly beg
pardon of all the company ; but as it was no longer
con-
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convenient that I thould entruft him with any part
of the fervice, I contrived that the company fthould
declare him incapable of holding any employ. This
unhappy man requefted me to leave him upon the
ifland, but I refufed to comply with the fuggeltions
of his defpair, by reprefenting to him, that I hoped
to mitigate his difgrace, when we fhould return
again to the ifland, for I durft not acquaint him
with my real intentions. My clemency aftonifhed
him, and he acknowledged himfelf guilty, &c. The

241

aflociates being delighted with the projett of form-
ing a new colony, which might hereafter become
an empire, worked all night, and, as Mr. Panow
informed me, entirely negletted the affay of the
ore, with the firm intention of performing that
part of their fcheme upon their return. The night
was clear and freth, and the whole company in
good health. The filh we caught were very good,
and wholefome, and our meals were diverfified with
excellent fruits and game. Mr. Panow, having
taken with him fix good markfmen, went out to
fhoot hogs. At day-break I found the aflociates
ftill at work ; and our bufinefs went on with fpirit.

At nine, I gave orders to carry all our provifiens
on board, and eighteen cafks, which had been {fet
up and filled with water. Mr. Baturin having taken
an account of our provifions, fhewed that we were
very well ftored for one month. This day I gave
orders to erett a crofs, with the following infcrip-
tion :—

« In the year 1771, on the 16th of July, the
¢ corvette St. Peter and St. Paul, anchored in the
¢ harbour of this ifland, commanded by Maurice
¢« Augufte de Benyowizky, Magnate of Hungary
¢« and Poland, General of the Republic of Poland;
¢_made prifoner of war by the Ruffians, and exiled,
¢ by order of the Czarna, to Kamchatka, from
¢ whence he had the good fortune to make his
Vor. L Aa ¢ efcape,
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¢ efcape, by the force of his courage. This ifland
¢ js not inhabited: it abounds with different wild
« fowl; the fea affords excellent fith, and its fruits
¢« and water are wholefome. It is fituated in 32
< degrees, 47 minutes latitude, and 355 degrees,
<« 8 minutes longitude, from Bolfha, in Kamchatka.”

According to the report, one fick.

Friday, July 22. Mr. Panow, on his return
from the chace, brought us two boars, and feveral
pintado birds. We {alted the flefh, and carried it
on board. At four, out effects being on board, and
the wind frefhening from the eaftward, I determined
to raife our camp, and give orders for our embar-
kation : at nine in the evening all the people were
on board ; we were employed till eleven in unmoor-
ing, and exadtly at midnight I fet fail, the weather
being very clear, and the wind blowing freth from
the eaftward. We got out of the harbour with
difficulty’; but when once we had doubled the point,
we had a calm fea, and as fine a wind as we could
with, with which we failed pleafantly along. TFind-
ing myfelf at length under fail, and having nothing
more to fear, I had a quiet fleep. At day-break the
land was out of fight, and gaiety prevailed among
the affociates, who did not feem difpofed to make
any complaints on the want of provifions or water.

According to the report, one fick. Latitude in,
22 degrees, 50 minutes north; longitude in, 353
degrees, 57 minutes. Wind eaflt; no current;
coutle welt 5 degrees north.

Saturday, July 23. Fine hot weather, with a
frefh breeze from eaft-north-eaft, and a long fwell;
the fea yellowith, and entirely changed in colour,
which induced me to found, but we found no bot-
tom. At five, faw a double rainbow. The affociates
complaining of exceflive thirft, T caufed them to
put nitre in their drink, which they had compofed
of fruits boiled in water.

Accord-
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According to the report, one fick; the pump
cleared. Latitudein, 33 degrees, 13 minutes north;
longitude in, 352 degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-
north-eaft; current from the fouthward; courfe
weft-notrth-weft 5 degrees weft.

Sunday, July 24. Exceflive hot weather, inclined
to {qually, the wind becoming irregular, and by
fudden puffs changing from eaft to north; a fwell
from notrth-weft. At fix, faw land, which we pet-
ceived to be an ifland, and failed round it, to the
northward. In the night the wind fixed at the north-
eaft, and continued freth. This day, perceiving
that all our rigging was flack, I caufed it to be fet
up.

According to the report, all well ; the pump clear.
Latitude in, 33 degreés, 27 minutes north; longi-
tude in, 349 degrees, 34 minutes. Wind north-
eaft; current from fouth to north; courfe weft one

uarter north.

Monday, July 25. The heat increafing, and the
wind continuing with the fame force. Saw a number
of black ferpents along-fide. At four, P. M. faw
feveral buthes floating along-fide, feveral of which
we hooked in; a piece of filk was faftened to one
of them. This difcovery convinced me that we
were near Japan; but as I found no bottom, Iin-
ferred that we were in the Archipelago of iflands,
which furrounds Japan. I therefore kept a good
look out in the night; luckily, however, we met

with no obftacle. At day-break, the men at the

maft-head called out land, but we could not perceive
it from the deck till between nine and ten; and af-
terwards, as our courfe led us right towards it, we
{faw it very diftin¢tly at noon.

According to the report, all well ; the pump clear.
Latitude in, 33 degrees, 28 minutes north; longi-
tude in, 347 degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north-
eaft ; current fouth; courfe weft.

Aa 2 Tuefday,

T—— e
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Tuefday, July 26th, Very fine weather, with a
hot fun. Made fail for the north cape of the ifland,
which we foon pafled. = The affociates requefted me
fo permit them to land, the firt opportunity, in
order to examine thofe iflands, which might pro-
bably be inhabited. Ipromiled to fatisfy their de-
fire, and that with fo much the more readinefs, as
it was of -effential  confequence to examine the
\eighbouring coafls, of which I'had no pofitive

" chart with me, except a few pofitions of head-lands,
which T procured out of different colleftions, at
Kamchatka., At half paft three, P. M. Mr. Kuz-
neczow, teing at the maft-head, called outa fail,
and foon after four; and, in a fhort time, he de-
clared that a great number were in fight. I imme-
diately went aloft, with a perfpective glafs, and faw
that it was a fleet ; among which I perceived three
large veflels, and that the whole were ftanding to
the north-wet. The approach of night prevented
my reaching this fleet.  We handed the lower
fails, to be in readinefs-to come to; and in the
pight T advanced, with the lead conftantly out ; but
at three, A. M. we fet all our fails, and at fix low
land appeared in fight, a-head. At nine, being at
the diltance of no more than two leagues, I ftood
off and on, and fent the {mall boat, with Mr. Kuz-
neczow and fix affociates, to make difcoveries
upon the iffand.

According to the report, all in good health; the
fhip near an ifland. Latitude in, 33 degrees, 41
minutes ; longitude in, 345 degrees, o minutes.
Wind north-eaft; current from the fouthward;
courfe welt one quarter north,

Wednefday, July 27. Upon approaching the
ifland, the current drove us to the weltward, near
feven leagues in five hours. I fired feveral guns,
as a fignal for the fmall boat to return, but not fee-

ing
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ing her, I came to anchor, at three, P. M. iq forty-
ught fathoms. The boat did not return till eight,
Mr. Kuzneczow informed me, that the ifland was
not inhabited. but that he l.ad found feveral hhu,
built of planks, round which he faw a que lm'w ot
fith bones, v»huu:c he inferred that the Japanefe fre-
quented this ifland only for the patpofe of fithing.

"The night being clear ‘and ftar- light, weighed an-
chor pxccxfcly at midnight, with a lzghtbr:c:ce, and
fmooth water. At four, A. M. faw an1 "md on
the larboard hand, and at fix another l“nri n the
ftarboard. I direfted my courfe through the chan-
nel, and about eleven was in the mid®t of the
channel. At noon I caufed '1 {fketch * to be taken
of the northern extremity of the ifland, which bore
fouth-caft, and the land on the “-:;Abo ard, which
bore from north to north-weft,

According to the report, all well ; ‘the fhip in
good condition. L atitude m, 33 degrees, 44 minutes
nona lcm tudein, 343 degrees, 12 minutes. Wind
north-eaft one quarter eaft ; current from t‘l 1e fouth,
courfe weft by north; a’pnx of water thirty-eight
fathoms.

Thurfday, July 22. Very fine weather, but hot ;

an nuoular {ea, with a firong current frony fouth-
La"t to north-weft. At one, P. M. faw another
land to the fouth-weft, and 1 rel

,_
'\4
ree
18]

efolved to continue
mv courfe thloa’*h the ch annci wt‘} the boat a-head,
and the lead conftantly going. = At five, faw three
wudu, at the diftance of fmu ‘eaouus a-head,
ftanding acrofs the ftreights, from foun to morth.

In the nmht we faw ﬁres on all the coafts. A. M.
made ﬁul and at day-break we entered a bay 3 and
as the iud fhewed that ‘the bottom was regular, I
ftood in for the fhore, with fo much 1hc greater
fafety, as lhc‘ current was againft us. At eight our
foundings were fixteen Ju[hOﬂ\S, coral 1mL, and

Thefe have not come to the hand of the cditor.
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fand. Our veflel appeared to be in the midft of
a foreft, for there were near one thoufand veflels
around us, who were bufied in the fithery, without
giving themfelves any trouble at fight of us. Se-
veral of them pafling near.us, cried out, Fiafl ta
Holland, Fiaffi 1o Sindzi ; and the others cried out,
Namandabuz. At eleven, a veflel, very neatly
built, approached and hailed us: her malts were
ornamented with ftreamers, and feveral colours,
upon which I perceived fome infcriptions ; but as
we were at a lofs to reply to the captain in the Ja-
panefe language, he at laft fent us his yaw!l, with
cordage, and by the gefticulations of his failors, we
comprehended that he meant to aflift in towing us. I
immediately paffed the ends of two hawfers on board
the yawl which carried them on board their own
veflel ; they immediately lowered their fails, and by
means of upwards of eighty rowers, they towed us
along with incredible fwiftnels. When we came
near the fhore, I anchored in twelve fathoms, at
the fame time cafting off the hawlers, which were
brought back by the Japanefe yawl, none of whofe
people would confent to come on board ; and when
1 was defirous of making them fome return, they
refufed, at the fame time pointing to their necks,
doubtlefs by way of letting me know that they
durft not accept any thing, under pain of death.
According to the report, all well; at anchor in
a bay at Japan. By eftimate, latitude in, 33 de-
grees, 56 minutes north s longitude in, 342 degrees,
20 minutes. Wind north-eaft one quarter eaft; no
currenty at anchor in twelve fathoms; off. fhore
three quarters of a league. : ‘
Friday, July 29. In abay on the coaft of Japan;
fine weather, but exceffive hot. ~Wind variable
from no rth-ealt to fouth-ealt, and a ftrong tide.
Gave orders for immediately preparing our arms
for fervice, and loading our cannon with g‘rlelpe-
hot,
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fhot, to be ready in cafe we fhould be attacked, as
my companions pretended. At two, P. M. or-
dered Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow on fhore,
with twelve armed men. Mr. Wynbladth was charg-
ed with a letter, written in Dutch, containing a de-
claration refpeéting my voyage, and a requeft for a
fupply of provifions. With the letter I fentthree
beaver {kins and fix martens, as a prefent to the
chief of the place; but as I did not think proper
to expofe my people to the mercy of the inhabitants,
I weighed, and towed the veflel, by means of the
fhallop, to the diftance of two hundred fathoms
from the fhore, where I anchored in five and one-
half fathoms, fine fand. Soon after we faw .three
fmall boats row towards ours, and afterwards fol-
Jowed them on fhore. The interpofition of a rock,
prevented us from feeing their landing, which gave
me great uneafinefs. My uneafinefs increafed every
hour, as I faw no one return till nine at night,
when the centinel called out, that he obferved three
fires approaching the veflel. Having feen the ap-
pearance mylelf, I armed the fhallop with fixteen
men, and fent them upon dilcovery. They {foon
returned, and Mr. Panow, who was commanding
officer, called out, that our boat was on its return,
attended by two boats of the country, and that
our people appeared joyful. Soon after, we heard
Mr. Kuzneczow, who called out to us to throw
them three ropes; which being immediately done,
Mr. Wynbladth came on board, with a Japanefe,
very well cloathed, and armed with a fabre. He
came on board with confidence, and made a long
harangue, every word of which was perfeétly unin-
telligible to me, In order, however, that I might
comprehend fome part of it, 1 fent for Bocfarew,
who had learned this language during the fpace of
three years, at Irkuczk, in Siberia, from a Japanefe,
who had efcaped fhipwreck at Kamchatka, and after
being taught the Ruffian language, at I\"Iofc(;)w,.wa,g

maintained
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maintained by the fenate to teach Japanefe to the
Siberians.  Unfortunately it turned out that Boc-
farew had forgotten moft part, and remembered
only a few compliments, with which he regaled the
Japanefe.© But as T was anxious to know the re:
port of Mefirs Wynbladth and'Kuzneczow, I con-
figned the Japanefe to Meflrs. Panow and Bocfarew,
who introduced him into my cabbin. The follow-
ing was the Treport of Mr: Wynbladth:—= 1
« As foon as we were joined by the Japanefe
boats, who came to meet us, they made a fign by
¢ placing each his left hand on his breaft; .we did
¢ the fame; and after this ceremony, the Japanefe
<« made a thoufand other figns, none of which we
« underftood, excepting that they wifhed us to go
on fhore. I went on fhore, with' eight afiociates,
¢ Jeaving four in the boat, to keep her afloat,
« We there found two hundred men on horfe-
¢ back, and an equal number on foot, armed with
<« bows and lances, who likewile faluted us politely;
< but perceiving that we were defirous of repairing
« to the town or village we faw before us, they
« offered us horfes; we mounted, and were thus
« condulted, in ceremony, to a caftle at the ex-
« tremity of a village, which is about one quarter
% ofa league diftant from the landing place. Here
« we difmounted, and were introduced into the
« court, in which we were very politely received
¢ by a perfon of diftin&ion, who conduéted us
« into an extenfive hall, built on columns. Here
¢ we found another great man, feated on a fopha,
« who faid to us Frafi guzarimas, which we did
¢ not underftand, and thercfore we only faluted
¢ him, and made a fign that we did not compre-
« hend him. The fecond words he fpoke were,
« Ty Golland, which I underftood, and made afign
¢« that we were not Hollanders. Afterwards he
« faid To Sindxi, to which, upon my making a fign
' ¢ that
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that I did not underftand him, he continued his
qudhons To Pilipine, To Braki, To Mafui, To Tun-
gufi; andas 1 had alw ays anfwered in the negative,
he beat a drum which was near him, Upo n 1‘his
fignal feveral fervants entered, to whom he gave
orders, and immedi atcw zn‘tmr\vards they returned
with books and rolls of papers ; he unrolled them,
one after the other, and lm\:ﬂé at laft found
what he ‘wanted, he made figns for me to ap-
pxpach which 1did. He then fhewed mea
ich I ul«mlgu»q ed Japan, ( r.hm, the T’li"i-

in whi
pi%‘ I;;;m'k, the In”xca, and a tract. of unknown

ly occupying the ipacb and pofition of

f‘furc;/:, He took my finger, and direfted me
to place it on the map. I c,r.‘-}g‘.:‘mn;zcd that
he fout;’*zt for the country fromavhich we came.
I thewed him E

surope, which aftonithed him very
much.  He fhewed nis {urprize, by crying out,

2
t Y Q » (s} L) ‘ -
Namandabez {everal times ; um, afterwards, as he
: ¢ b b B Jonraadi Toivalad
feemed to dou ‘m what he had learned, I availed

myfelf of the the chart, and made
figns to inform Lim, that -the duration of our
voyage, at 1d the hard weather we had L"puw ed,
had exhaufted us, and that we were in want of
l‘vm\'nrons. He fecmed to comprehend me, and

made a fign, by pum ting to his mouth and his

< r 1

belly; after which he called his fervants, and
fpoke with'them a confiderable time. For my
part, being defirous of haftening my return, I
pltW"de to him the beaver {kins, and the mar-
tens, making a fign that they came ﬁ"m}yn ,and
that I was Ofllv the bearer, at the {fame time that
I prefented the Ictt::r, which he accepted, but he
would not receive the prefents ; and as I recol-
leCted that the Japanefe in the boats had refufed
our offers, by making the fign of pointing to their
s, I imitated them.. This great man then
condufted me into a ncighbou]mg chamber,
“ where
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« where I found a woman, to whom I gave the
« prefent, and fhe gave me 2 bafket filled with
¢ flowers which I have brought with me.

« After coming out of this chamber, we found
¢ a gentleman in the hall, to whom the chiet of
« the caftle likewife fpoke a long time, and then
¢ difmiffed us. This gentleman became our con-
¢ duéor, and led us back, with the fame efeort, to
¢« the landing place, where we found two boats
¢ filled with provifions, which we have brought on
¢ board. The gentleman came in our boat, and
« s the fame who is now on beard.”

After having heard this account, 1 entered into
my eabin, tofhew civilities to the Japanefe officer,
and to gain his favour, 1 prefented him with two

air of fables. . Vhe prefent appeared to him to be
confiderable, for he made us underftand that he
fhould be contented with one; but,at laft, finding
him{elf prefled to accept the whole, he fhewed, by
figns, that it was of confequence, that the prefent
fhould be kept a fecret, and he concealed the fkins,
by carefully wrapping them up. )

When he came again upon deck, he gave orders
for unloading the boats, which was done in a mo-
ment, aftet which he took his leave, and would not
permit us to make the fmalleft prefent to the boat-
men,.

The provifions received on board., confifted of
twenty-five facks of rice, four pots of foft fugar,
four jars of tea, one jar of tobacco very finely cut,
eight hogs, fixteen jars of preferved fruits, a quantity
of onions, oranges, lemons, pine-apples, and other
fruits, two catks of falt fith, fix cafks of a very
agreeable kind of wine, and about fifty fowls ; but
ihat which afforded the greateft pleafure to my com-
panions, was the fight of three barrels of very ftrong
fpirits,

i Day-
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Day-break furprized us in our labour of hoifting
thefe good things on board. The wind, during
the whole night, blew from the fouth, and in the
morning, we had a {light breeze from the north-
ward, which, however, did not laft above half an
hour. At fix I faw a boat arrive, called, in the
language of the country, periaqua, with three men.
They came along fide, and puta young man on
board, who was very handfomely cloathed, and, by
his geftures, appeared defirous of converfing with
me; but as it was impoflible for me to comprehend
him, I canfed Bocfarew to be awakened, who, after
many explanations, informed me, that the Japanefe
came to acquaint me, that a great number of people
were defirous of feeing the veflel, but that they were
afraid of the cannon, called in Japanefe tippo. 1
informed him, as well as Bocfarew could, that every
one would be welcome, and, in order that he might
pofitively underftand me, I caufed the tomptions to be
put into the guns in his fight, upon which he made
an infinity of falutations and at laft retired.  After
his departure, 1 gave orders to wafh and clean the
veffel for the reception of the company who might
come, and we had fcarcely ended this work, wher
at nine o’clock we faw three boats rowing towards
us. In each of thefe boats we obferved a perion
of diftinéion with a parafol. Mr. Wynbladth in-
formed me, that he had feen one of thele writing
with the lord of the caftle. -~ As foon as they came
along-fide, they came onboard, and we faluted them
by repeating the words fiafli guzarimaz. Bocflarew
being appointed to ferve as my Interpreter, was
well cloathed, and followed my inftrutions with
wonderful accuracy, for, at every ward he fpoke,
he made the moft profound bows. Indeed, I am
of opinion, that his greatelt merit confifted in this
ceremonial, for it was impoffible for me to gather
any information by virtue of his fkill in interpreting.

but
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But as I clearly underftood, that the Japanefe meant
to teftify their friendthip, 1 gave mylelf very little
concern about the reft, With a view, therefore,
to add ftrength to their good intentions, I took them
afide, and gave each two matten’s fkins, which they
reccived with infinite joy, and a great many compli-
mentary marks of acknowledgment. This proceed-
ing feemed to have done us great fervice in their
opinions. After the prefents were received, they
informed me that they were defirous of fecing the
veflel, I, therefore, conducted them mylelf every
where. One among them being provided with
a pencil and paper, formed different characters,
and when he returned upon deck, he examined
the cannon, and. wrote again upon his paper,
no doubt an account of their number; after
which he was defirous of knowing how many we
were on board, which he foon learned, for I had
brought all my people on the quarter-deck. He
counted them all, and wrote down their number;
but when they perceived that there were women on
board, their curiofity was: extreme. They behaved
with great delicacy, and fignified by their figns,
¢hat our female companions muft have fuffered much;
after which they departed. About eleven, A. M.
we received two boats of provifions, and a portrait,
together with twenty-fix calks of water and two of
fpirits ;  the boatmen, as foon as their lading was
hoifted out, refufed to receive any  thing from
us, and departed.. A light breeze from the fouth-
ward.

According to the report, one fick. At anchor
in the Bay Ufilpatchar,

Saturday, July 3e. Though I was extremely de-
firous to go on fhore, my companions would not
confent, but requcﬂed me to defer my intention, be-
caufe the good iifpo!}t}zm of the natives could not
be depended upon. This. day the people were em-

ployed
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ployed in fetting up the rigging. At three, P. M.

we faw thirty boats rowing towards us with ftream-
ers flying, and when they came near, we heard the
found of different inftruments and ﬂxml All the
veflels ftopped at the diftance of half a cwk, except
three that came along-fide. Out of one of the boats
an old man came on board with two boys richly

cloathed. The old man pvc’: nted a wriften paper
to me, which, however was ufelefs, as I bad no one
on board who could read the Japanefe writing :
for this reafon, T fent for the Sieur Boclarew, Wh(),
after having caufed the old man to repeat his words

at lealt twenty times, informed me, that the Uli-
kamhy, or King, fent me thefe two youho as hoftages,
in 01dgr that T mi ght come to him with confidence.
I anfwered, and fhewed by figns, that I was ready to
go on ﬂlorc, Lx.t that T would not permit the hof-
tages to remain on board, becaufe I had the greateft
¢onfidence in their Ulik mﬁy I immediately gave
orders to man the fmall boat, and went on board
with four affociates, the Sieur Bocfarew, and the
old man, with the two boys, leaving the com 'n?nd
to Mr. Cruftiew. When we came near the fleet of
fmall boats, all the Japanefle called out Ul: Ulan,
and imm C(..hux] preceded us, and the others fol-
lowed three and three at an equal diftance.

As foon as we came on fhore, carpets were fpread
for myfelfand covnp'unons to fit on; immec’»iately
after which, tea and preferved fruits were prefent ted
io me. Litters were then brought, on which we
were carried about a quarter of a lezmua, followed
by an armed troop, and conducted by thirteen’
officers.  We were fet down oppofite a fpacious
garden, at the gate of which ftood two Japanefe
centinels, who cried out Uli Ulan. As foon as we
had entered the garden, we were received by two
gentlemen richly LOlkllld, who firlt fpoke to our
old man, and afterwards faluted me by three pro-

Iouud
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found inelinations. . After this ceremony, they took
me by the arms, and conduéted me towards a {mall
houfe, built in the middle of the garden. When
we came near the houfe, the gentlemen made me
underftand that Ulikamhy was in the houfe, where,
in fact, we found him in the faloon feated ona yel-
low fopha. His cloathing was green and blue filk,
with a yellow girdle. Immediately after 1 had fa-
luted him, a fopha was likewife brought me, of a
red colour, upon which I fat down. Ulikamhy
propofed three queftions, who I was? whence I
came ? and for what reafon I had come to Nipou?
I replied, by theafliftance of Bocfarew, that I was a
warrior of Europe, arrived at Japan by accident,
and the impetuofity of the weather ; but as Uli-
kamhy could not well comprehend my interpreter,
he bethought himfelf of ufing the affiftance of paint-
ers, who Having taken paper and pencils, painted
figures, by which ke informed meof the objetts he
was defirous of fpeaking of. The firft picture which
he prefented to me contained my portrait, very little
refembling me, it muft be confefled, but diftinguifh-
able by my cloaths, and that of Ulikamhy, who
prefented me a heart. To fhew that I underftood
the explanation, 1 prefled the figure of Ulikamhy
to my breaft, who being very well contented, caufed
me to come near and join hands with him. He
then fpoke a fhort time to his people, who foon
after caufed my four aflociates to come in, whom I
had felected exprefsly. Their fize and tallnefs fur-
prized him, and he ordered them to be meafured,
and their portraits to be taken, which was done in
an inflant, for the figures were merely fketched out.
By his geftures and figns, I underftood that he wifthed
to know why I was fhorter than my people. In anfwer
1 caufed a low ftool to be brought to fupport my right
foot, and then he faw me in my natural height,
which
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which likewife was fome furprize to him. It was
with much difficulty that I could make him under-
ftand, that in confequence of a wound in battle,
my right leg was fhortened four inches, which caufed
me to lean towards that fide, and deprived me of
fomuch in height. The evening having furprized
us in the midft of our difcourfe, the Ulikamhy pro-
pofed to me to pafs the night with him, and he in-
formed me, that he was defirous I fhould ftay three
or four nights together, becaufe a man would foon
arrive who was able tc converfe with me, which I
very ardently wifhed, in order to gather fome in-
formation refpeéting the country.

About nine in the evening, Ulikamhy departed
with his attendants, and we were likewife conducted
to a houfe adjoining to his palace, where we were re-
galed with tea, rice, dried filh, roaft meat, preferved
fruits, &c. and towards the end, with a very {weet
kind of wine. We made a very bad fhift to eat
with little fticks, and the fervants had a good deal
of trouble in teaching us.

After fupper, culhions were laid for us on the
carpet, where we pafled a very good night. A
eight in the morning, I received the report from on
board, by which I found the Japanefe had {fupplied
us with one hundred facks of rice, and twenty
hogs, with a great quantity of fruits and dried fith,
wine and poultry. This report was brought by a
Japanefe, whom 1 fent back with orders to fet up
our water caiks.

About ten, A. M. we were informed, that Uli-
kamhy was coming. I went out to meet him, and
faw ~ him accompanied with three Bonzes, who
had very large chaplets at their girdles. One of them
faluted me in very good Dutch. TheK:
to me, gave me his hand, and made figns for me
to fpeak with the Bonze newly arrived. I compli
mented him on his fpeaking a foreign lang
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well, and he politely thanked me, by affuring me,
thar he thould be happy to do me any fervice. 'This
Bonze informed me that he was born at Touza,
but that his parents, having been obliged to live at
Ximo, he had an opportunity of learning the Dutch
language at Nangalaki, and that he had become a
Bonze, to deliver himfelf from the yoke of the fe-
cular power. With regard to Ulikamhy, he in-
formed rae, thathe was King of the province, and
had married one of the daughters of the Emperor;
that he was one of the moft learned men in the
country, being acquainted with aftronomy in the
higheft degree, and that his foul was endued with
celeftial qualities, having never done harm to any
one; that he was adored in his own prevince, and
defired-in all the others. He then requefted 1
would inform him who 1 was, and how 1 came to
apan? I gave him a defcription of my_country,
and of Europe in general, which, bhe faid, hehad
yeard fome accounts of. 1 informed him, that hav-
ing fell in battle, 1 was taken- prifoner by the Ruf-
fians, who had violated the common law of nations,
by fending me into exile at Kamchatka, from whence
1 had delivered myflelf with courage, to return to
my own country, but that contrary winds having
obliged me to touch at Japan, I had come thither with
-~ on account of the relations the Hollanders had
wickedly publifhed, that the Japanefe put the Chrif-
tians to death. Upon thele laft words he replied,
¢hat it was true, that there was a decree of the Em-
peror not to admit any Spanif‘.‘. or Pormguc&:
Chriftian into the country, but that the decree did
not afle& the Chriftians of other nations, who had
never done harm to the empire. Hewas going on
with his difcourfe, when Ulikamby fent for us:
we therefore went to him at his palace in the gar-
len, where we were regaled with fruits and tea.

The Bonze related to Ulikamby, what  he had
learned
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learned from me, upon which he propofed feveral
queftions concerning the manner of fighting in
Furope. He condoled with me upon my fate, and
made me an offer to remain at Japan, where he
promifed he would procure from the Emperor an
important command in his armies. I thanked him
for his goodnefs, but excufed mylelf on account of
my family, the fituation of which could not but be
an object which I held too much at heart. The
King approved my {entiments, and afterwards quef-
tioned me refpecting the Hollanders, whofe true
hiftory I thought proper to relate, at the end of
which, he thanked me for having told him the
truth; for, he faid, he knew very well that the
Hollanders were but a fmall merchant people, who
were fubjected to a Prince who received money of
them, as a reward for defending them with his
troops. I took the liberty likewife to afk the King,
whether he thought the Hollanders were Chriftians,
and he replied, that merchants had no religion, their
only faith confifting in getting money, while they
gave themfelves very little trouble about the belief
ofa God. Being well fatisfied with this anfwer, 1
was defirous of propofing feveral other queftions,
but we were informed dinner was ready. I was
ferved upon a fmall table, two fcet high, oppofite
that of Ulikamhy. "The repalt confifted of rice,
roaflt meat, preferves, and a great variety of fweet-
meats, with a liquor refembling hydromel. During
the whole dinner, the King talked continually with
the Bonze, and it was not till the ferving up of the
defert, that he afked me whether I wasa Chriftian,
ftrong enough to die in defence of the Crofs. I re-
plied, that I had no other refpet for the Crofs
than what the value of its materials might demand,
and that certainly I fhould never expec to find a
nation fo abfurd as to put me to death for faying,

Vor, I Bb with
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with truth, that wood was neither more nor lefs
than wood. Hereupon he informed me, that I
had not underftood him, as he meant to afk, whether
I was refolved to die for my God? lanfwered, that
by dying for my God, I fhould likewife die for the
God of the Japanefe, becaufe I acknowledged one
only God, who had created every material and vi-
fible thing. This anfwer fatisfied him, for he ex-
claimed Namandabaz, and caufed me to be told,
that I was truly a Japanefein my feligion, if I be-
lieved in nothing elfe. I was contented to inform
him of my faith, that I bad no otlier belief than in
the only God, the Creator of all things, and that
my whole religion confifted in doing as much good
to my fellow-creatures as was in my power, and to
injure no one. After this information, the King
embraced me, and faid Sindaulla, Sindaulla, which
denotes very well, very well ; and then he retired to
take his evening’s repole.

After his departure, I walked in the garden with
the Bonze, who gave me an account of this rich and
extenfive country, its government and policy; I
made afew notes at that time, to enable me to com-
mit my obfervations to paper more at large ata
convenient opportunity.

Sunday, July 31, 1771. At the palace of the
King Ulikamhy, at Japan, at the bottom of the
Gulph of Ufilpatchar, The Bonze requelted me,
at three in the afternoon, to give orders to
accompany him on board my veflel, which he was
defirous of feeing. I direted Mr. Bocfarew to ac-
company him, with orders to make hima prefent
of fables, and to receive him with kindnefs and
refpe@t. At the fame time, I fent inftructions to
bring on fhore fix pair of fine beaver fkins, twenty-
four foxes fkins, and twenty-four fables, with forty
good mufkets well cleaned, and two pieces of can-
non on their carriages. Thefe cannon weremo lels

which




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 371

which I had found in Kamchatka; and, as the
Bonze had procured for me the order and per-
miflion to bring my people on fhore, I allowed a
certain number of the company to land every day.
After the departure of the Bonze I laid down to
reft,on account of a violent head-ach I was afflicted
with. - When I awoke, that isto fay, at eight in the
evening, the Bonze returned, and thanked me for
the politenefs with which he had been received on
board, and the prefents which had been made. We
fupped alone, for the King, with all his attendants,
was gone to a neighbouring town. During our
fupper, and afterwards, we continued our conver-
fation, and I found abundance of good fenfe and
underftanding in the difcourfe of the Bonze. It was
very late before we feparated ; and as the reftI had
taken after dinner prevented me from {leeping, I
walked out into the garden, whereupon, approach-
ing the houfe of the King, [ heard a female voice,
accompanied by fome ftringed inftrument. The
mufic and the fong appeared to be not deficient in
melody.

At day-break I'received an account, that the pre-
fents I had fent for were on their way, and that Mef.
Panow, Baturin, and Kuzneczow were coming, in
order to be prefented to the King; that all was
quiet on board, and that the affociates behaved in
{uch a manner as to make themfelves beloved by
the natives.

At ten Mr. Panow, with his companions, arrived,
and the prelents were carried into my apartment.
About eleven the return of Ulikamhy was announced
by a noile, and the found of an hundred different
inftruments.  The Bonze recommended me to
meet him, and prefent my companions, which I
immediately did. The firlt converfation confifted
only of the ordinary civilities ; but, as the Bonze
had feized a favourable opportunity to inform hirr;

Bb2 0
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of the prefents, he exprefled fo ftrong a defire to
examine them himfelf, that he poftponed dinner,
and repaired to my apartment. When I prefented
the articles, 1 pronounced a difcourfe, which was
received with the moft engaging attention; I then
accompanied the King, where I found thirty five
covered tables for three perfons at each table. Every
thing ‘was ferved up with furprifing elegance and
order. During the time of dinner ‘feveral inftru-
ments were heard, which, though confufed, were
neverthelefs ‘agreeablé.  After dinner we proceeded
to the darden, where the arms were “fried at a cer-
tain diftance. 'The butt'was'a round piece of wood,
covered with paper, and feveral of my companions
diftinguifhed ‘themfelves. The King was at laft de-
firous of making a trial “himfelf, and after having
charged one of the mufkets, he caufed a horfe to
be brought, at which he fired with fo good an aim,
that it fell down lifelefs. ‘His fatisfaltion was ex-
treme, and, in the fulnefs of his joy, he aflured me,
that I might make any requeft T chofe, with the
certainty of obtaining it. I availed myfelf of this
favourable ' inftant, to requeft permiffion, that I
might return into his dominions, to open a trade
under his protection. His anfwer furprized me,
for he granted me this favour without hefitation ; ob-
ferving, at the fame time, that my charalter had
deflroyed the prejudices he had imbibed' by tradi-
tion, and that he not only granted me his protec-
tion in his dominions, but likewife would exert his
influence with the Empetror, to obtain permiffion,
that my veflels might enter all his other harbours.
He affured me I'might depend on his:promife, as
long as my views fhould be dire&ted to trade only,
and I fhould not aim at eftablifhing any change of
religion, or endeavour to acquire:power by building
fortreffs. He concluded his difcourfe, by inform-
ing me, that before my departure, he would con-

tract
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tralt engagements with me under the confirmation
of a mutual oath.

Monday, Augult 1. Towards the evening, I
faw preparations made for a grand illumination, and
as my interpreter, the Bonze, was abfent, I was
anxious to know the caufe. He arrived later than
ordinary, and informed me, that the King had con-
vened the great men of his country,.to whom ke
was defirous of prefenting me, for which reafon I
was recuefted to wait upon him; and, as he thought
it neceflary to inform me of the formalities to be
obferved, he took that trouble upon himfelf, after
which he led me towards the great hall, where 1
was received at the foot of the fteps by two gentle-
nen richly cloathed, who introduced me into the
hall, and placed me immediately oppofite the King,
who was feated on very rich carpets, having a quan-
tity of armed gentlemen, with their fabres. drawn,
befide him. In a right line between myfelf and
the King, I faw eighteen principal Japanefe feated
on carpets, and a number of armed men behind
each of them.

Such was the order in which I found the affem-
bly. The Bonze ftood up befide me, and near the
King ftood the literary lords, with paper, ink, and

encils in their hands. One of them demanded,
with a loud voice, who I was? why I came to Japan?
whence I came? and whither 1 was bound? The
Bonze interpreted thefe demands, and I made the
fame anfwer I had before given to the King. The
next queftion was, whether I was defirous of efta-
blithing a trade for my nation, and what it would
confit in. To the firft pait 1 anfwered in the
affirmative, but excufed myfelf with regard to the
fecond, becaufe, not being a merchant by profei-
fion, I could not fpeak determinately to it; but I
promifed, that at my firt voyage, I would bring
merchants with me, and fhould be able to enter

intp
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into formal fubmiffions. - The King was content to
reply, that the veflels fhould be loaded with furs,
which 1 abfolutely promifed. The laft of all his
demands were, that I fhould bind myfelf never to
bring to Japan any book treating of religion, and
ftill lefs any Bonze of my own country, which I
likewife promifed ; after which the Bongze told me
I might retire. He foon afterwards came to me,
to inform me that Ulikamhy was about to retire to
the town of Kilinigue ; but that before his departure,
he would make me prefents, and give me a flag, by
which I might be known on my return to Japan;
and that the King, moreover, was defirous of en-
trufting me with a gentleman, to make the voyage
with me, on condition that I fhould bring him back
the earlielt opportunity.

About nine in the evening I received advice
from on board, that all was in readinefs for fail-
ing ;' that the fhip was full of provifions; and [
learned with pleafure, that the women on board
had received vifits, and feveral prefents, from the
Japanefe women. About ten, fupper was ferved up
in my apartment, at which the Bonze and my officers
were prefent. At fix in the morning I was inform-
ed of the arrival of the prefents of the King, which
were brought by two gentlemen,”the Bonze pre-
ceding them. He declared that he had orders ta
accompany me on board, or to remain with me all
the time I might chufe to ftay until my departure.
"The prefents confifted of a fabre, ornamented with
gold, and fufpended to a belt wrought with fine
pearls; a complete fervice of porcelain, gilt; a
quantity of tea and tobacco; a flag, to be difplayed
upon my return, cottaining an infcription ; a little
box filled with different jewellery ; and another box,
containing fifty pieces of gold, each weighing twa
ounces and a quarter, intended to defray the ex-
: pences
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ences of the voyage of the young gentleman whom
the Bonze prefented to me.

Being informed tha. the King was already gone,
I acquainted the Bonze, that | was likewife deter-
mined to go on board, which being interpreted to
a gentleman prefent, palanquins were foon brought,
in which we were carried to the fea fide: here we
found a prodigious number of people, who cried
out ¢ Ul ulan,” &c. As foon as we came fo the
harbour, near thirty boats appeared, with whom
we went on board, in company with the Bonze and
two gentlemen, who perceiving that my {fmall boat
was worn ouf, fent on (hore for another, which
was built in a fuperior manner, quite new, and
yarnifhed. They prefented us with this in the name
of the King; and for my part, I made new prefents
to the Bonze and the two gentlenlen, Thefe laft
put into my hands two rolls of papers, containing,
as the Bonze informed me, permiflion to return to
Japan. They all three recommended to my care
the young man, who was to go the voyage with
me ; and I did not obferve any embarrafiment in
him, at finding himfelf among, ftrangers. They
then returned to the thore, and on my arrival on
board, Mr. Craftiew informed me, that the aflo-
ciates had carried on 2 very advantageous trade
with the Japanefe, to whom they fold a quantity
of furs, and received, in exchange, gold, porce-
lain, pearls, and other articles. ‘

According to the report, all well,

Tuefday, Augu& 2. On board the corvette, Sl
Peter and St. Paul, at anchor in the gulph of Ufil-
patchar. A light breeze from the eaftward, and
fine weather. This day 1 aJembled the. whole
company, to determine whether we fhould carry
our projelt into execution, and make an incurfion,
' to the plan ftipulated  at the ifland of

according
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Liquor ; but not one of them ventured to reply.
I then took advantage of their filence, and declared,
that I thought it would be moft advantageous to
continue our courfe to Canton, in China, where
we might fell our furs, and return to Europe; and
afterwards, under the protettion of fome fovereign
power, carry into execution a more certain project
of forming a permanent colony, in which we could
not fail, as we had the good fortune to open the
trade of Japan. Thefe words were {carcely fpoken,
before the whole company cried out, that I might
follow my own pleafure in all things, and they
would punttually obey. Upon this affurance, 1
ave orders to hoift our Japanefe colours, and fet
fail. At three, P. M. having faluted the country
with twenty-one guns, we fet fail to the fouthward.
We met an immenfe quantity of fithermen in our
way, all of whom, at fight of us, called out « Uli
¢ ulan.” The night continued fair, with a light
breeze.

According to the report, all well. Latitude in,
34 degrees, o minutes ; longitude in, 341 degrees,
30 minutes. Wind from the eaftward; current
from the fouth ; courfle fouth-weft

Wednefday, Auguft 3. Under fail. Several of
the aflociates threw themlfelves at my feet, and in-
treated me to anchor again upon the coaft of Japan,
in order toprocure them new opportunities of trad-
ing, and turning their furs to account. I granted
their requeit the more readily, as I was defirous of
becoming acquainted with the coaft ; but I promifed
to confent to their withes on condition, that they
thould behave with the moft exa& fubordination.
At fun-fet, the weather appeared fqually to the
northward. At day-break we difcovered an Eu-
ropean veflel before us. I refolved to chace. her,
but I foon obferved the Dutch colours; and as the

' veflel
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veffel ftood to the fouth-fouth-eaft, I purfued my
ourfe, and fuffered her to go on unmolefted. T
failed along the coaft of whatI took tobe a pen-
infula.

According to the report, all well. Latitude in,
33 degrees, 36 minutes ; longitude in, 340 dce'rc‘—es,
20 minutes. Wind eaft-fouth- cm; current fouth

eaft ; courfle fouth-welt one quarter fouth.

Thurfday, Auguft 4. On the cuaﬁ of Japan, in
fight of L&ﬂ(x, and in ;oundm(r of twenty eight fa-
rhoms, coarle fand and fthells mixed with coral;
all fail fct weather lowering, and a rifing fea,
with a h breeze from the fouth-eaft. The
mght was “datk;” and’ at“ten, P.°M. a ﬂ‘orm
began, attended with thunder and lightning.
About three, P. M. a heavy fhower fell, an d abated
the wind. At day-break, we found ourfelves onve'"‘
on the coaft by a ftrong current from fouth to north.
Finding that we were near an opening, which pro-
mifed to lead us into fome good road or harbour,
I fuffered the fhip to drive, and at laft came to, in
fixteen fathoms. The fmall boat was immediately
lowered into the water, and Meflrs. Kuzneczow
and Panow, with eight aflociates, went on board;
and the Japanefe paflenger, who was to be put on
fhore in the fhallop, with fixteen armed affociates,
followed under the command of Mr. Cruftiew, to
fupport the fmall boat, in cafe of need. After the
difpatch of the boats, 1 gave orders for cleaning
and loading our arms, and priming our great guns
afrefh.

According to the report, all in good health; the
thip making no water. Latitudc in, 33 dcgrcc'“ 34
minutes ; Jm”xtudc in, 339 degrees, 12 minutes
Wind io uth-eaft; a ﬁrom current from the foml
courfe fouth-weft, but the current drove us to ti
north-weft,

~
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Friday, Auguft 5. At anchoron the coaft of Japan,
to the weftward of the kingdom of Idzo. At two,
P. M. the boats returned with a large Japanefe
veflel. 'When they came near us, Mr. Kuzneczow
called to us to weigh our anchor, and fend out tow-
ing ropes to the fmall boat, the fhallop, and the
Japanefe veffel, to carry us into the harbour, which
{ ‘accordingly did. Mr. Kuzneczow coming on
board, informed me, that having happily arrived on
fhore, the Japanefe, at firlt fight, fled before him ;
but after they heard the Japanefe paflenger call to
them, they returned, and in confequence of his
information, they had been very eager to {hew their
politenefs to our people; that they proceeded to
a village, where they were received with acclama-
tions of joy, and the inhabitants gave them rice,
tea, fruit, and a very agreeable liquor ; that during
their repaft, a Japanefe, armed with a fabre and
Jance. came and converfed ' with the paffenger;
after which he addreffed his difcourfe to Mr. Kuz-
neczow, by pronouncing the words ¢ Nanghafaki
«¢ Kallas Tohollandi Fiafli Guzarimas,” and that
immediately he ordered a boat to be got ready,
giving them to underftand, by figns, that he pro-
pofed to_follow us, to conduét the veflel into the
harbour, which- he performed to our very great fa-
tisfation. : :

At fix we arrived at the mouth of the har-
bour, where we moored in eleven fathoms, muddy
bottom.  The Japanefe boat quitted us, to go
on fhore, and foon returned with five others, which
towed us to another fituation, where we anchored
in five fathoms, good anchoring ground, confifting
of mud. The Japanefe feeing us fafely at anchor,
left us, whenI took the precaution to moor the
fhip. At ten, a well.cloathed Japanefe came on
board, who informed me, by the 'interprc:ation of
Mr: Bocfarew, that he was appointed o guard us;
‘ : after
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after which he immediately retired, and we foon
perceived three long boats at anchor near us, each
having three fignal lights. On my fide I likewife
kept a tharp look out on board, with lighted matches
hanging befide the guns. In the night the wind
veered round to the fouth-weft, and blew with fuch
violence, that we thought ourfelves fortunate that
we were in a harbour, At feyen in the morning a
boat came alongfide, and three gentlemen came on
board, who queftioned me, whence I came? how
long I propofed to flay? whither I was bound ¢
whether I was a Hollander? and in that cafe they
requefted a letter for Nanghafaki; and, after all,
they defired to infpect the veflel, and demanded
how many people we were on board. My anfwer
was, that I came from afar, and was on my way to
Nanghafaki ; thatI had anchored there to avoid the
tempeft ; that I was in want of provifions and water;
that I was defirous of trading ; and, laftly, that our
number amounted to one hundred and fifty men,
who were in want of every thing, but that the veflel
fhould not be infpeted. I know not whether Boc-
farew interpreted well or not, but I perceived they
were not fatisfied with us, for they made figns that
they did not believe we were Hollanders, pointing
to our beards and clothing, andat the fame timg
exclaiming, ¢ Hay, to Gollandi, ‘To Pilipines;”’
whence I underftood that they took us for Spani-
ards, coming from Manilla. I gave them a letter
for the Hollanders, to the following effet:

Copy of the letter given to the Japancfe, in the Bay of
Mifaqui, to be forwarded to the Hollanders at
Nanghafaki.

¢t Health to the officers in chief of the Fa&ory of
¢¢ the Dutch Eaft India Company.

« I ACQUAINT you, gentlemen, that finding
¢ myfelf upon the coaft of Japan, whither I was
driven,
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driven by a feries of thofe incidents which often
at fea compel the navigator to feek his fafety
wherever he can, I find myfelfin diftrefs, which
cannot be defcribed; for which reafon I have
thought proper to addrefs myfelf to you, and to re-
queft you to fend me an interpreter, and affiftance
to condu@ me toyour port. My thip is a cor-
vette, with near one hundred perfons on board.
An anlwer, if you pleafe.

¢ T have the honour to be,
¢ GENTLEMEN,
¢ Your fervant,

¢ MauRrRIiCcE AvucusT. Benvowsky.”

¢ P, S. In order that you may not be prejudiced
by fufpicions againft me, I declare to you, that
having been chief of the confederacy of Poland, I

had the misfortune to be made prifoner by the
Ruflians, whofe fovereign exiled me to Kamchatka,
from whence I have made my efcape, by the ex-
ertion of courage and valour, with ninety fix
companions ; and in confequence thereof 1 am
now upon the coaft of Japan, in my way to re-
turn to Europe.” '

After the departure of the Japanefe, my compa-

nions, defpairing of being able to open thetrade
without fighting, requefted me toleave the harbour
as foon as the wind fhould flacken; to which I con-
fented, and immediately got under way, with a fa-
yourable breeze from the north-north-weft.

According to the report, all in good health.

Under way. failing out of the port of Mifaqui.

Saturday, Augult 6. Saw {everal thoufand fifh-

ing boats, many of wholfe nets we broke, not being

able
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able to avoid them. We continued out courfe,
with all fails fet, the fea being calm,and a ftrong
current from the fouth. At day-break no land nor
veflel wasin fight.

According to the reporty all in good health.
Latitudein, 32 degrees, 56 minutes ; longitude in,
338 degrees. Wind north one quarter welt ; cur-
rent from the fouth ; courfe weft.

Sunday, Auguft 7. Wind and weather as yel-
terday. About fun:fet, faw twenty or twenty-two
veflels ftanding to the north-caft. My companions
being enraged at the difappointment of their hopes,
at our fecond anchoring place, requefted me to
fall on thofe veffels; but I refuled, as I did not
mean to give the i{malleft caufe of difcontent to
Ulikamhy ; I therefore continued my courie, with
the wind and tidein my favour.

According to the report, all well. Latitude in,
32 degrees, 53 minutes ; longitude in 336 degrees,
18 minutes. Wind north by eaft; current from
the fouthy courle welt.

Monday, Auguft 8. A pleafant breeze; the fea
fomewhat irregular, and fine ho thets « Cofle
tinued our courfe, with all {ails fet. "Lhe night v.as
clear ftar-light.

According to the report, all in good health.
Latitude in 32 degrees, 51 minutes ; longitude in,
333 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind north-north-eaft ;
current from thefouth; courfe welt.

Tuefday, Auguft 9. Fine weather, as yefterday.
About fun-fet we thought we faw land in the north-
welt quarter. At midnight faw feveral headlands.
At day-break, found ourfelves on the coaft, and
the wind being in our favour, I determined to come
to. At noon, perceiving the entrance of a bay, I
proceeded, and anchoredin eighteen fathom water,
coarfe greenith fand.

According
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According to the report, all well. Latitude im,
42 degrees, 45 minutes; longitude in, 330 degrees,
22 minutes. Wind north-eaft current from the
fouth ; courfe weit one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, Augult 10. The pofition of the
veffel not permitting me to fee all that happened on
fhore, 1 ordered Mr. Kuzneczow and Mr. Wyn-
bladth, with eight aflociates, to land, and endea-
vour to infinuate themfelves into the minds of the
inhabitants § but the violent reception my compa-
nions met with, gave me reafon to apprehend dif-
agreeable confequences ; but happily my fears were
catmed, by the prudence of Mr. Kuzneczow, who,
feeing the Japanefe determined to defend the land-
ing, retirned. After the arrival of the boat, and
upon the affurance that there was a town fituated
upon the coaft of the bay, I weighed, and approached
within one hundred fathoms of the fhore, where I
anchored in fix fathoms'; the night favoured my en-
terprize, and at day-break we were moored before
‘he town. At feven in the morning I fent Meffrs.
Panow and Cruftiew with Bocfarew as an interpre-
ter, and twenty-two armed affociates, having like-
wife mounted two pieces of artillery in the {hallop.

After having difpatched the fhallop and the fmall
boat, 1 embarked myfelf in the Japanefe yawl, which
I had received as a prefent at Ufilpatchar, and as it
was the lighteft, Tlanded firt. - The Japanefe fecing
us near the fhore, prefented themfelves armed with
Jances and fabres, and appeared difpofed to oppofe
our defcent ; but perceiving by our countenance that
we were determined, at any rate, 10 land, they
retired to a fmall diftance. When I came on thore,
I made figns to the Japanefe  to approach, and
immediately an old man, of a good appearance,
advanced, and demanded by what right . we had
landed in their country, and. whether we bad the
permiflion of Daifi; obferying, that the Dutch never

came
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came on fhore without orders. T caufed him to be
anfwered, that we were neither Hollanders nor Spa-
niards, but men, ,and friends, who came for watet
and provifions. Whereupon the man replied, that
we fhould have provifions and water fent on board,
but that it was neceflary we thould ourfelves go on
board again, - But as I declared that I would not
quit the land before I had received provifions and
water, the Japanefe haftened to load three boats,
with which I went on board. Several of the Japa-
nefe having come on board, began to trade with
my people, and haftened to return again to fhore,
whence they arrived with ten other boats, laden with
copper, porcelain, tea, fabres, filk, and gold, which
they exchanged for furs. Thefe commercial tranf-
a&ions familiarized them with us, and feveral
among them teftified their attachment; among
others, a young man faid much to me, without be-
ing able to make himfelf underftood ; when, being
out of patience, he repeated, ¢ To Hollandi, To
¢ Sindzi, Pupu Tippo,” which I underftood, and in
anfwer, led him to the guns, and faid, ¢ To Gol-
« landi, pu.”” Towards noon the Japanefe retired.

According to the report, all in good health. At
anchor on the coaft of the ifland Xicoco, in the
harbour of Toufa.

Thurfday, Auguft 11. Extremely hot weather,
with fome fhowers at intervals. About two, P. M.
we heard a great noife on fhore refembling the
beating of many drums, and foon after we perceiv-
ed on fhore a quantity of men on horfeback, armed
with lances and darts, and a ftill greater number
on foot, who haftened on board an infinite number
of boats. Upon this appearance, I immediately
fent Mr. Panow, with Bocfarew, and eighteen aflo-
ciates, to declare to the Japanefe, that I was defir-
ous of being informed of their intentions, that I
might receive them either as friends, or enemies.
But they had hardly put off before I perceived t‘:n"cg;

{mal
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fxm I boats rowing from the fhore, the middle one
of which had five f‘a%, and near fifteeen {tream-
ers. I took thele for marks of diftintion, and there-
fore prepared myfe lf to ‘z*.lu[c them on their arrival.
Our finall boat at laft accofted the Japanefe, and
pufonmuns comnv‘no ; and afterwards 1etu;ning
with them, 1 faluted the [ p‘um, by a running fire

of nuuuu;u\ intermixed with the difcharge of fix

of our great guns. hns mark of pol.renefs was
fufficient to have driven our vifitors back, for their
fear was fuch, that they fell on their faces in their
boats, and could fearcely be perhmded to rile by any
encouracement of bo ew, who urged them to pro-
ceed. But asI was g) norant of all this, I gave
orders to fire fix additional guns, at the inftant the
_}a;;:nc"' (LA;U\,U an entered the fhip, which was
accordi !

v
¢
ar

ording puim“ ed. His terror at this noife
was {o or\ at, that he fainted 2 way, and it was
more timx a quarter of an hour before he was able
to fpeak. To revive his fpirits, I .;:‘"e him fome
Japanefe wine mixcd with. fugar, whi ch comforted

and. reftored his courage. 1 then cnu;-d Mr.
arew_to afk what he had to 1.1}' to me. He
me, that he was Uchaymi Mamas, com-
hc guard of the coalt of the kingdom
a; and that being informed that we were
ftrangers, who arrived in the country without orders

‘ 'm; ror, he was cometo arrelt us; and to
prove that we oug ht to obey him, be drew a large roll
of paper fromb eneath his habit, which he prefented
to me.  Upon this, prvlmc" g to be ignorant, or
not to underftand what he faid, I rec eived the roll,
and gave it to Mr. Cruftiew, with orders to kccp
it ; at fight of which the poor devil requefted his
paper, and p“mfcn. to his neck] to fhew me, that
by lofi ing his deputation, he . fhould be phm{hed
with death. To fet him at -eafe, I caufed his paper
to be returned 3 but informed him, by my interpre-
ter,

5
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ter, that I efteemed his mafter, and fhould be his
friend, as long as I fhould be convinced that he was
juft, when affured of the contrary, I fhould defpife
him. At thefe words Mimam fhut his ears, and
I found great difficulty in making him underftand,
that he might think himfelf very happy that I did
not arreft him himfelf, The tone of aflurance with
which he faw me fpeak to the interpreter, foftened
him, and I feized the opportunity to make him a
prefent of a beaver {kin, and fix fables, which he
was very glad of; and I faw him retire with fatif-
faltion, and promifes of friendfhip. ;

After his departure, being convinced that we
could not carry on any regular commerce at this
place, I weighed, and taking the advantage of a
breeze from the northward, made fail, and ftood
to the fouth. At day-break we faw a veflel, on
which I fired, but he would not come to, until a
fhot_ftruck him. I then fent my fhallop on board,
but we found her to be only a fithing veflel, and
let her depart in peace. |

According to the report, all well; the fhip mak-
ing no water, ~ Latitude in, 32 degrees, 15 mi-
nutes ; langitude in, 350 degrees, 16 minutes. Wind
north; no current; courfe fouth.

Friday, Auguft 12. Fine clear eather, and ex-
ceffive hot, with a _moderate breeze. Doubling a
cape we faw four barks ; after which I ftood for a
fhort time, but as they directed their courfe to the
north-weft, I gave up the chace, and ftood again to
the fouthward. At fix, P. M. faw land on the
ftarboard bow, at the diftance of five leagues, for
which reafon I kept only the topfails fet. About
three in the morning we were fo near the fhore,
that we heard the breakers; and at day-break we
faw the danger we had happily avoided. At feven wg
faw another land a-head, and as we approached it
yery rapidly, we faw it very diftin&tly, at ten, beai-

Vor. L Ce ing
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ing due fouth, and 2 fmall ifland fouth-weft. My
companions propofed to me to make a defcent in a
bay, then in fight, and I could not refift their pref-
fing folicitations.” I therefore anchored in twenty-
two fathoms, between the fmall ‘and the large
ifland ; but at a very fhort diftance from the latter.
Mr. Kuzneczow was immediately difpatched, with
eight affociates, and 1 fent ‘the fhallop after him.
When we had entered the found, whieh we at firflt
fuppofed to be a bay, the fmall boat paffed very neat
a large bark at anchor, whofe crew fhot at them
with arrows, and at the fame time neéar fixty boats
put off from the fhore, fo that my people were in
great danger. 1 was adviled of this by two reports
of the pateraroes which I heard, and I immediately
weighed, and proceeded to fupport my detachment,
by entering the found, T foon perceived the ftate
of affairs, and ftanding towards the great bark, I
fired two fhots into her, which drove all her people
from the deck. The fhallop then went “along-fide,
and took pofleflion of the veflel, while,” on' my
part, I'approached the fhore, and anchored in four
fathoms and an half, at the diftance of half a cannon
thot off thore, whither I likewife caufed®the Japa-
nefe bark to be.brought, in which we found fifty-fix
men, four of them being mimas, or gentlemen;
revenue officers of the Emperor. = The lading of the
bark confifted of tobacco, fugar, filk, varnifh, porce-
lain, one hundred pieces of leather, fome bales of
cotton and filk, feveral chefts of fabres, belts, and
other articles of wearing apparel.

According to the report, two fick ; the fhip mak-
ing nowater. Latitude in, 30 degrees, 38 minutes ;
longitude in, 329 degrees, 51 minutes. Wind
north ; current north-eaft; courfe fouth one quar-
ter welt.

Saturday, Auguft 13. <At anchor near the ifland
Tacafima, [ affembled the company, to decide what

was
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wasbeft to be done; and the fociety determined to take
the lading of the bark on board, and quit the ifland.
But that which gave me the moft fatisfaltion, was,
that my Japanefe paffenger, who had accompanied
Mr. Kazneczow, was wounded by an ‘arrow in the
attack. We provoked him, and he declared to
Bocfarew, that he fhould be very glad if we would
kill all the prifoners, as he affured us that they be-
longed to the ifland Ximo, all whofe inhabitants
were wicked, and good for nothing. ~Mr. Bocfarew
fucceeded in making himfelf more clearly under-
ftood by him, for which reafon I availed myfelf of
the fervices of both, to examine the officers who
were prifoners. They replied, that they were
civil officers, charged to collect the revenues of the
ifland Tacafima, and of theifland Nanghafaki ; that
they had entered the harbour only a moment before
us, having feenat a diftance the chace I had made
of feveral barks, likewife carrying officers to collect
the revenues in the fouthern provinces; that they
had entered Tacafima’ with no other view than to
put the inhabitants on their guard againlt us; and
that they had only done their duty in attacking our
people. I caufed my interpreter to anfwer them,
that I approved their zeal, and that their want of
fuccefs was no fault of theirs; but that, as they
were now in my power, 1 thought it proper to pre-
vent them from doing me any injury, and for that
reafon I fhould confine them till my departure.
They entreated that T would not detain them,
for they faid that thev were ordered ‘to repair, in

the courfe of eight days, to the port of Vranda,
to join the convoy, which would depart about the
end of the month, to the number of five hundred
veflels, for the port of Ofachta; but when they un-
derftood that they were no longer permitted to hope
that T would reftore their veflel, they fhewed figns of
the utmoft defpair, Their prayers, however, were

Cc2 in
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in vain, for my companions certainly were not dif-
pofed to attend to them; and all that I could ob-
tain was, that the lives of thefe unhappy people
fhould be fpared.

At five in the evening, Ifent four of them on fhore,
to demand boats, that the reft might be landed ;
but it "was not till feven in the evening that fix
boats came off, in whichI fent them away, under
the condu& of fixteen of my aflociates. About
nine I weighed, and made fail, and with much dif-
ficulty (by the affiftance of the boats which towed
us) we got out of the found. As foon as we were
in the open channel, we continued our courfe to
the fouth-weft during the whole night ; and as my
companions were unacquainted with the manner
of working the bark, I was forced to take her in
tow, which impeded my courfe. For this reafon I
-determined to take her lading on board, which was
done in the cousle of the day, after which we fcut-
ded and funk her. The cargo of this bark would
have been worth three or four hundred thoufand
livres, French money, if we had been in Europe.

According to the report, one fick. Sprung a
leak. Latitude in, 30 degrees, o minutes; longi-
tude in, 528 degrees, ¢ minutes. Wind north ; no
current ; courfe fouth-welt by fouth,

Sunday, Auguft 14. Exceffive hot weather.
The leak continually increafing, demanded our ex-
ertions to prevent its confequences. After fome
fearch, it was at laft difcovered that the water en-
tered in a fiream as large asa man’s arm, througha
cleft in the fore part of the fhip. This misfortune
was, no doubt, occafioned by the careleflnefs of my
aflociates, who, in difcharging” the Japanefe bark,
and coming alongfide, had knocked the oakum out
of fome of the feams under the water ; and as it was
impofible for us to remedy this misfortune, we were
extremely alarmed. At fun-fet the wind flackened,

and
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and the water became agitated, with a noife refem.
bling that of a river falling into the fea. From fix,

P. M. till noon, the pumps were kept conftantly at

work, without being able to clear the well, in which
we had continually three or four feet water.

At eight, a breeze fprung up in the north-eaft
quarter, and the man at the maft-head called out
land. Unfortunately the fhip’s.cargo was fhifted by
the water fo much, and fhe heeled to ftarboard to
fuch a degree, that the pumps could not be worked,
and the water entered upon the deck. In this moft
deplorable fituation, finding myfelf at the mouth of
the ftreight, between the two iflands, the direction
of whichI could fee but very confufedly in the night,
I determined to advance with thelead going. 'The
fhip foon after being fomewhat righted, I employed
all my people in pumping and baling, for there were
near five feet water in the hold. During this laboa
rious bufinefs I fent Mr. Kuzneczow on fhore, to
difcover a good anchoring place; and about two
in the morning he returned, with the news that he
had found a good and commodious harbour. I
therefore refolved to proceed to it; and as I durft
not fatigue the veflel by weighing the anchor, I flipt
the cable, and ftood forward under the topfails. At
half paft three we arrived at the place Mr. Kuznec-
zow had pointed out. I found the entrance danger-
ous; and perceiving the wind increafing, and dif-
pofed to be ftormy, I was extremely alarmed, and
lowered down the Japanefe yawl, in which 1 went
a-head with four affociates, after having given or-
ders that the fhip thould ftand after us with all the
fail fhe could fet. At four we had a dreadful {torm,
the fea being all inafoam, and notwithftanding our
efforts to keep a-head, the fhip over-ran us; and to
complete our misfortune, the yawl ftruck on a rock
off the fouthern point of a bay, and overfet, at the
diftance of aout two hundred fathoms from the

Qs
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thore. I ufed the utmoft exertions to reach the
port by fwimming, but the fea was fo rough,
that it was not till after the greatelt exertions
that T reached the fhore, quite exhaufted, I
loft all recolleGtion of what followed, until T was
rouzed by my companions, who, having taken no.
tice of the rock on which the yawl overfet, fent the
fmall boat to take us up. ' Loginow, one of the peo-
ple who was with me, called to them, and they at
laft found me ina ftate of ftupefaction, at the foot of
a tree. The information I'received from them, that
the fhip was at anchor in a good harbour, and that
the ifland was inhabited, made me forget the paft
misfortune, and I prefled them to return; but un-
derftanding that three of my aflociates were fill
wanting, I engaged them to proceed in the fearch
of thefe unfortunate men, of whom we found one,
named Andreanow, alive, and the other two dead
upon the beach. After this we embarked, almoft
lifelefs, and went alongfide the fhip, which was at
anchor in four fathom water, and fo deeply immerf-
ed, that I determined to run her aground upon a
fand bank. At eleven, I was, by my own orders,
carried on fhore; for the fatigue had exhaufted me
{for much, that I could not ftir any of my limbs. My
affociates fet up a teat, while others were emp}oyca
in unloading the cargo; and Mr. Baturin undertook
to bury the two people who were drowned. '

According to the report, feven fick; the veflel
aground.  Latitude in, 29 degrees, o minutes;
longitude in, 326 degrees, 20 minutes. Wind north.
ealt ; current from the northward; courfe fouth-
welt one quarter fouth,
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