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MEMOIRS ano TRAVELS

OF THE

COUNT o= BENYOWSKY.

CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE FROM THE

PENINSULA OF KAMCHATKA TO MACAO IN CHINA:

B ONDAY, Augult 15th, 1771 : the wveflel

P y’ﬂ aground at the Hland of Ufma ay Ligon.
fter a lethargic fleep of four hours, T was awaken-
d by the care of Y. affociates, who had ufed con-
inual friGion. As foonas I recovered my fenfes,
r. Panow informed me that we were on an Ifland
1 abited by a people in a high ftate of civilization,
m whom I was about to receive a vifit; and a
very fhort time after, Mr., Cruftiew agquamted me
that two of the iflanders were then at the entrance
of my tent. I received them in the beft manner I
could, and was in hopes of making myfelf under-
Vor. IL . B {ftood

"h et




2 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OrF

Hoed in the Japanele Tanguage, by ‘means of My,
N O (e

Bofcarew, whom I ordered to be called. All our
efforts, however, were entirely ufelefs. They on-
ly thook their heads, as a fign that they did not
underftand us : but 6ne 6f them prefented a paper
to us, on which I perceived fome Latin letters, 1
received it with avidity, and it was with great
pleafure that I read its contents in the Latin lan-
guage to the follmving_pui‘p ort. :
“ Tur Health of our Lord Jelus to the Reader.”
“In the year 1749, on the 24th of May, I ar-
rived in this Hland,; with three other companions
of the fociety of Jefus, and being hofpitably recei-
ved by the inhabitants, I fixed my abode here to
propagate the word of God. The chiefs of thig
iltand {peak the Mandarin language, and have
thewn the moft ardent defire to be inftructed in the
Catholic Religion, which is the only good and f{3-
tisfaltory worihip. - Their zeal proceeded {o far ag
to induce them to affift me in the laborious charge
of propagating the faith, and by the miraculous
ly patron of the company of Je.-
{

aiiii
Y gl
[ %

tance of the he
{us, I.had the futisfaction of feeing two hundred and
: :
1

ifed the firftyear, whofe zeal,

ixty Neophites bap

conftancy, and patience have confitmed my hopes.
In the year 1750 my other three brothers repaired
to the adjacent iflands, and there is no doubt but
that they performed their duty with as much zea

754, finding myfelf op-
ch

2s mylelf, In the year 1754,
t proper to communi-

prefled with iilnefs, I thougt

cate. the prefent declaration to the chiefs of the
ifland, ‘in order that they might give the moft ne-
ceflary information to thofe of the company of Je-
fus, who might be conduéted by Providence to this
ifland, to enable them to employ their zeal and
ftrength for the good of chriftianity, by promul-
gating the name of our Saviour among this peo-

O
ple, who are fober, and of good manners, and
,U.Yf;f
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live in the moft abfolute independence, both of
China and Japan. Excepting fome merchant vef-
fels of thofe nations, no other have ever been feen
here. Neverthelefs I have feen Dutch veflels pafs
at a very fmall diftance from this ifland. A. M.
D. G BoV. M E. S P.Nil.- Dongthe 18th
September, 1754, at the Ifland Ufmay Ligon.”

IonaTio Savris, Miflionary
to the Indies, of the So-
ciety of Jefus, and of the
Portuguefe Nation.

After I had perufed this paper, I returned it to
the perfon from whom I received it. But I firlt
kiffed it, which mark of refpect feemed to have
conciliated their efteem: they gave us to under-
ftand by figns that they were defirous of returning
to inform their countrymen of the news. After
their departure, finding myfelf entirely recovered,
I went out to fee the f{ituation of the work, and
I had the fatisfaction to find that the veflel was en-
tirely unladen. But my grief was extreme to fee
that all our furs were rotten. I gave orders there-
fore to open all the packages, and expofe the whole
to the air, with a view to fave at lealt, part. I
charged Mr. Baturin to {fuperintend this bufinefs,
as it related to the only refource on which we could
depend, when we fhould arrive at China. Onthe
approach of night, we appointed a guard ard cen-
tinels, and the night paffed in the moft profound
tranquility.

At day break I was informed that other inhabi-
tants of the country had prefented themfelves, to
the number of three hundred, without arms, each
perfon having nothing but a parafol in his hand.
Two chiefs, who preceded them, approached me,
and after having made the fign of the crofs, they

B2 prefented
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nrefented their h:‘m ls and then exhib tcd to me
,-which was borne upon a carpet

yv four men. 3"-3* the i (rupt}(m I hw that the
ary had belonged to the Miflionary Salis, and

m order tojoin in the refpedt thefe iflax nders thew.:
d to the memory of that Jefuit, f hke‘v. ife kifled
this b ﬂ(;‘r. I then gave orders to my c mpunons

et

o

¥

,'uz.ili:\', which the had taken out
3olfha. 1 dire@ed them to pre-

ers.’ It'was covered with a veil,
his was raifed, the if Hndf‘ vs f
and - raifing th ‘n‘ hands towar
ven, cried out I h‘»(m, Hifos, Chriltos, Chriftos,
and as I faw that they would not rife as loz ;.; as the
crucifix was before them, I caufed &t to be
ed; whereupon the two chiefs arofe, and mbmc«
ed me a!tq,m,tr_.,}r, and gave me to underfland that
their friendfhip was fincere. It was unfortunate
that we could not make ourfelves underftood by
words, and we found much c‘iﬂ?culty in the ufe
of figrs. I fueceeded however in cxplaining, by my
i.;__»_,ﬂ,n and gellures, that our veflel was damaged,
hat we were in ‘want of habitations and hcﬁ}
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Atcc r';"'p(f to the Report, five fick : the veficl
2 gro"nd i¢ the Ifland Ufmay Lagon.
& (
Y A ey ) 1 1
Fueiaay, Augoft the réth: ‘the whoie compan

I
'
81

he country

ed in Lmutm(*t
io conﬁ o ct cabins, i wb.lch
might lodge tam"h

was built for 1 ‘v{
mmp, about which we
swith four casinon.

The incorvm:c YCe We
o make ourfelves unaGer
("“ced me 'to give o:'dc;s
("‘un i wy iic to make 2 kind
words, nquire their ﬁj_‘»“i‘;,";ﬁ;"; tion
't"“\m-, n - oWh Luzq‘ wageroi1ins appe
to be the n}'y pra&icable ' meins ot
felves undetitoc :L

At two o’¢lock dinner was ic_,hxu d up to t
{)any. Ito¢onfifted of rice, 1 i
ftewed with flely; “and ou
us that the cuftom of the country
three meals'a day. For drink they g:
of hydromel af racks

This ' day, bem<r defirous of regulating every
thing which "'mu:rned our intereit, I caufed the
work to be renewed on board by fourteen afioci-
ates, under the command of Mr, Czurin: Mr.
Kuzneczow undertook 16 :vk,a ip the fails as i
fhos Mg, Baturin, took charge of th

e

reNy *

ging e cargo:
Mr. Cruftiew undertook to look to our fubfiftence::
the military fervice was puf under the command
of Mr. Panow, and 1 unc c;m )3 veat with the
nitives of the country, whofe artd: amiable
charaérer often exeited in me re of fharing
with them an eafy a and b appy lif For the ifland
was exceedingly m_n,:, the climate though hot
appeas ed excellent, and the peog sle were ifidepen-
dent, Thele were ;_u,ﬂ g,if 1 matives to a man who

was
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veary. of being the{ fport of fortuneé : but nn-
fortur atciy the hC‘_l:' of niy:.re bofe was' not yet
arrived, and it was necefla 'y for me to bear the
burthcn of the charge I had undertaken.

In the evening feveraliflanders came to me, and
be “1"‘ feated, mcy often z'epcaz' ed the-word Dzig-
naro mlimw their hands towards the fk Ve NE.
Panow was the firflt who jupxtcd that tﬂ(‘v meant
to pronounce Ignatio, and in faé& when the ey at-
tempted to repeat that word, t)uc} ;.Iv:;zya faid

X

ﬂxlmnm. The  refpe&@ with whic they pro-
nouncbd this: name (m\" 1ced me that the Mif-
fionary had u«:u'v’l' availed himfelf of their difpe-

{itions to imprefs them:with the moft .71‘()"{31_“)(1 re-
verence for his re ligion. 'i’hey left- m
much r gret. zurc*' their departure ] T(LIL“L‘ d U e
différeu notes of the names of things which had
been made in thelan guageof the c '>L::1frv, accor ding
tomy o dr‘-rs, and I had the atisfaétion to find, mar
their number amounte d to abovea-hundred \\"an
could not fail of praving highly ufeful, P"i. Kuz-
neczow requefted permiffion to make an excurfion
over the ifland \"1th fome of the aiuuatm ;oout I
refufed him that ultfvi&ul()n, at the {ame time ob-
ferving, that I was apprehenfive ’f;.;wing occafion

to fome zun«lcmmmm bmf en. our people and

(mt pafled in a ftate of tranqu i ¥s and
in the *‘mrmng I was vifited by an iflander _a\r dii-

tinction, "]“’)"tl [ then faw for tl firft time. He
was attended by a number of others 5, Anong whom
I pcrceivci feveral of our earlier uxuun; and as
all the natives snc“\‘“d hun the moft profound ve

neration, Ijudged it proper likewife to pay a par-
ticular dttcmmlto him. He was clothed in a robe

o)
>—.4"J

of fky blue talfc.é‘t, with a long cloak of white filk,
a black fafh, and wooden ppers, covered with
fatin.. Qn his hicad | he wore a kind of hat of 2

very
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ery fine fur.. “When he came mear me he likewife
ﬂud“ the fign of the crofs, and “took me: by the
hand. I did the fame, and as I had learned fome
words of the language, I daluted him, by .pro-
nouncing the word 7)o, He inclined his head,
and fmiled at my embarraffment. Butl wa grcady
furprifed to hear him fpeak to me in very Mi 201+
tuguefe, though fu flicient to 1 mx_c himfelf under-
ftood. He fud, \‘)mw €0 /wzo Tungunio vay con La:
dre f)zz)wro ¢ftas J las Ufma Padre vay morie eo fies
@ ca Capiton di Genté. 1 compzﬁ,nﬂndcu that he meant
to infurm me that he was a native.of Tonquin,
who came to thofe iflands with Father ;gnatio and
that the father being dead, he re mained, ‘and’ was

chicf of the people. This difcovery of tht powe

of making myfelf under rftond gave me the higheft
;ﬁeaﬁlrc. I feized the immediate ()"Liilun to ex-
prefs my joy.. Helthen dem anded if I was defi-
rous of {eeing the tomb of Dzignaro; and upon
my anfwering in the afirmative, he appointed
three old men of diftinélion to accompany me.
Bt as it was néceflary to crofs the lmy we en-
barked in the ﬂ‘aHO[‘, with Meflrs. Panow, Kuz:
neczow and Baturin.

Our conduftors directed us to the mouth of a
river, where the thallop, not being able to enter,
we anchored, and the na.tl ves c'nlud boats, mmdl
fet. us on fhore. ~On our landing we found about
fifty perfons of both ﬁ,xb;, vho kneeled :down,
gnd cried [lo- Dzignaro, (The friend of Igmuuo.)
Our condu&ors then led s to a 031(?w where
we found an old man, bufied in colleéting flowers
and plants. He introduced us mto a very neat
and well-built hut, and entertained us with tea,
but without fugar. Qur condu ¢ors then fpoke
privately w ith le who immediately made a fign
to us to follow him, and led usto a fmall hilly
which overlogked a very agrecable valley, reg Ju-

Tar
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larly planted with pulfe and fugar canes. Wlhen
we arrived at the fummit we found a finall quare
building, in the interior part of which we faw an
altar, and upon it a crucifix, and an image of St.
Mary, which though very ill executed, was dif:
tinguithed by the ‘crefcent bemeath her feet, and
the crown on her head.

The guardian of the chapel thewed me likewife
two urns, in which the athes of Dazignaro (Father
Ignatio) were contained. At going out of the
chapel T could clearly diftinguith the letters I. H.
o Qo M. DLG. B V. MOy S Nque JE2
Su, Anno 1751. 1 likewife obferved fome verfes,
but the writing was fo much decayed that I could
not make out a fingle line.

After- having vifited the facred monuments of
thofe people, I returned home, where 1 learned;
with the greateft fatisfaétion, that the damages of
the veflel would be eafily repaired, and that eur
people were employed in making new pumps, the
old ones being unfit for fervice, : My, Czurin hav:
ing hkewife informed me that the main top fail
yard was {prung, I gave him orders to fearch in
the woods for a piece to replace it, but I was an-
fwered that the natives had brought feveral pieces
exceedingly proper for the purpofe. - "This day 1
gave orders for diftributing picces of filkk and cot:
ton to the company, to make fhirts, frocks, and
trowiers, in order that they might all have an uni-
form appearance. Mr. Winbladth, who, notwith-
ftanding my prohibition, had made an excurfion,

3

informed me, that he had feen very handfome ha-.
bitations and villages, " and had ‘obferved large
quantities of different fruits, fuch as cocoa nuts,
oranges, lemons, pine-apples, bananas, water me-
lons, {weet melons, grapes, potatoes, rice, maize,
millet, peas, and other pylfe 3 and that in the plan.

tations
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tations he had feen bee-hives, fungr anes, tobacco
and cotton.” He affured me befides that he had
vifited 2 manufaltory of pottf>ry and a diftillery of
fpirits ; and added that all'the women in the villa-
ges were bufied in making {tuffs, either of filk or
cotton.” I verified this information myfelf the fame
day, and my ftay upon this fortunate tiland in-
creafed my ardent défire to form an eftablifhment
tuCl €.

According to the Report, two fick:' the fhip
under repair.
Wedneiday, I\Uf;uf* the 17th, we had fcarcely
finithed our repaft, when the lonf\u"l (’:1 tan ar-
]

!
rived'; I informed him of my \Vlﬁl(, 5, and the ad-
vantageous id_cz. I had ' formed of the happinefs of
this peoy *‘. He 1'cp‘;icd.) that it depended (m‘»y on
myfelf, whether [ thould fix my refiden

mvl‘., ?nd that if I chole it, he would propofe to
the ‘natio ("'ivc me a tr;vft of hm‘ ; i
firft place

how  we came t() tl & J:."m’ &\.. [ t«"ﬁid h mt

truth,’and my n 1r1Jh<m t‘vm“‘“ 1t was

;-_"J
o e
Y
ot

much, that he wept,

thip." Ft'was dol,louw,, with a view to re
confidénce, that he likewifz related his adv
which were to the following r‘mcc
Hewas born at Tk 'n:{s.L :
ftudied’at Stam. in the’ college of 5.
afterwards, acmmmnmd a I\Ex.}io 1ary” to (,‘.Lﬁ-n:%
whe'joining himfelf with three (‘:’ﬁiﬂ‘[h’, at Wankin,
nbarked together ‘with hindelf in 2 Chinefe vef.
fel, ca}‘icd X SJ.mT)m, which co onveyed them to one
. ¢ ’n of Uimay Father Ignat.o eftablithed
'-t this ifland, Ufmay Ligon, and the
others departed for other iflands. He afterwards
gave a tull account of the means emp’zmmd by Fa.
ther Ignatiy to convert the iflanders to Cliriftianity,
and

3
i

1
il

1
11
1
0




10 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

and protefted that the faid Father enjoyed a {u,
preme power in this ifland, until his death; after
which the iflanders forced him to marry among
them. He obferved that they had the gwatci ver
neration for himfelf; but he declared that it. was
not in confequence of any particular right;attached
to his perfon,, as the governme 1t of the ifland de-
pended on an _ affe; mbly of .old men,. to which the
chiefs oftho families (‘f the neighbouring iflands
were. eften - invited. . This iolm of. government
f‘urprlzed me, and [ coulc not avoid nfkmg athou-
fand queftions, which led me to a'jult;idea of the
conftitution and government of this j peop e, of
which I propofe to give a note at the.end of the
Journal of my happy refidence on thisifland. Ouy
difcourfe was interrupted by the arrival of a't I
of iﬂandcm, whom my friend Nicholas. informed
of my defire to eftablifh myfelf amongit them : this
declumt:')'l was very agreeable to them, f ]
affured me that they wuu’d divide their potlefiions
with us, inftrut usin the manner of working g.and
tilling the Q‘mund, and would give us their (Lm oh-
tcu i marriage.  But as [ {aw the idea of our ci-
ablilhment gave them great fatisfaction, and was
aware that m order toform a colony it was necef
fary I Hhould be provide d with a fet of men, ve ery
different from 1 1y prefent companions ; ]U‘oun’hr
it proper to inform thzn Jut my eltablifhment
could not take place until two years were elapied,
which were neceflary for. me to return to Lurope,
and return szCK wnn. L:found no difliculty in
bringing thefe eftimable people to my with ; the
open fimplicity of their :m{'v'cr‘ thewed:their vh-.
1L0u3 and innocent aifpofitions. - Il hey allured m
that they would pray to- God for my happy xoy
age, and quick return, and that during my ftay [
unoiu confider them as my brothers, ;
After rlm declaration, they demande d, why I
did not com among them, nor permit my com-

oy
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CAUNT’' DE BENYOWSKY, I3t

panions to live with them in a cordial m:mncr. I
declared to Nicholas dut my only appr
was that our good intell ce 'nwht be ﬂtu’fuwted
by the inconfiitency of n) companions, who might
difpleafe the iflanders y cu‘cﬂmq their women.
But he fet my mind at eafe in that refpe&t, by in-
forming me that thLy were at liber ty to conneét
themfelves with the girls, p:‘o‘n ded they. abftained
from the married wom cn who were known by a
veil which covered them. -Upon this aflurance, I
promifed that from thencef forth, conlidering the
natives of .this ifland as qur lﬂotucrs, we. would
mﬁt hem, But I prefled M. Nicholas to make my

xcufes for not ham}u D )hfmy informed the ladies
before hand, and apo i) U" | by freely telling my
reafons, and the fears I had.entertained. The il
landers anfwered 1&11@"‘11*(* that their. daughters
were y()unucl than their wwcs, and that therefore

I had no reafon to fear their difpleafyre on that
account,

After this c:;zﬂd*muf)“, the 1m’md 1§ retired, no
doubt for the purpofe of a quvnt g their fami-
lies, with the intention that they mi _{h* eceive us
with kindnefs.. When they were :j one, | affembled
the company, communicated my apprehenfions to
them, and required of each individual a folemst
pmm“ e to behave with the utnfoft circum xpcﬂlon
to thefe illanders; and having received their oaths,
{“‘ru‘cd that, they were uw to vifit the whole
t, provided one third of their number always
ained. at works - This news produced univer{il
oy among them, and they - immediately difperfed
hemielves, but without arms, as I had caufed
hem to leave their arms with me. In the evening
a mieetln ng was held, confifting of Mr. (uﬁucw
Panow, Kuzneczow, Baturin, Winbladth, Mede
Gurclinin and Czurin, where we del ‘Lwd on tn(,
ns of deriving adyantage from the difcovery

and
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and knowledge we had acquired of this fortunate
aﬂand We determined that the difpofition of our

ompanions rendered it 1mpmimjc to leave any of
them behind ; for I was defirous of leaving a party
in order to dﬁpo{v the minds of the natives to re-
ceive a colony in future. Being thus dlfappmmcd
in my hopes, I felt the moft h;cq regret at not
bﬂmo aolc to profit by fo favourable an occaﬁ(m-
and after hav 'W‘ difmifled the meeting, I was

1\.
(
pmn ed in a feries of refleCtions w mm were ¢x-
ceeding ,}y diftrefling,
At day break I repaired to the neareft viﬂzm‘cs

which was not above a guarter ot an nﬂur’s; walk
h |

r,(.
(‘)

from out camp ; bu

(mcc:ucd by a thick wnmi
Upon my arrivil near t he cncl(w{urc, I-was recerved
in a fmall building of ‘wood, from which { could

T
16!

1
1

eafily fee all the houfes in the village. It confifted
of - abou tuornty ‘“(n.sz each ],nvmﬂ' a ‘court-yard
before it, with a gar d\,vn and feveral huts, or out-
houfes. . All the houfes were conftruéted of wood,
and covered with planks, and formied a fingle

wide, and handfome ftreet, bordered on each u(L
by '”“yl;rtywnd tufted trees. Upon entering the
village T met Nicholas, who conduéted me to his
houte, before which all the people were ‘affembled.
He alked me'if T yas difpofed to make choéice of 3
girl, but, as I replied in the negative, he declared
umt my compan jonswere of a L,ctfex mm*yoﬁu(m :
and, in :";1“, I found few of them who were not

p—

il

..uompml d by young \vmr" , fome of whom

were real beauties ”v fend Ni Q}l()lt regaled us
with tea, and engag ed “the iflanders to form mat-

ches at w reft hmr?, t which the CYy. are \*""y expert,
and afterwards the young women danced-to the
found of feveral firinged inftruments. Thefe a-
mufements lafted till the repaft was ferved up in
: he houfe, which was a {quare
enclofure, furrounded with trees. Every head of
a family
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a family caufed difhes, ready drefled, to be brought
from his own houfe, and the whole was conduéted in
fuch a manner that every one contributed his fhare,
without the charge falling upon any individual.
The women eat feparately, and the young women
waited on both parties.

At the end of our meal, the juice of {fugar cane,
which we drank, was mixed with a kind of {pirit
made from rice. This drink was very firong and
exhilarating. . From one fubject to another, our
converfation at laft returned to the propofal made
to me to choofe one of their young women, which
was again urged, and at laft fo ftrongly prefled,
that I could not avoid faying that I was willing to
make my choice at that time, but fhould referve
the accomplifhment of my marriage till I returned.
I had fcarcely faid this, before the chiefs arofe, and
the whole company difappeared, and left me alone
with my friend Nicholas, by whom I was inform-
ed that the iflanders were gone to nominate feven
young women to be prefented to me, in order that
I. might choofe a wife from among them. In fadk,
we had fcarcely time to take a furvey of his court-
yard, his garden, and the {mall houfes of his wo-
men, (for a plurality of wives is cftablithed and
conftitutional, notwithftanding the religion of Fa-
ther Ignatio) before we were informed of the arri-
val of the iflanders.

The old men firft feated themfelves upon mats
in the court, forming a circle. Seven women,
whofe faces were covered, led each a young wo-
man, clothed from head to foot in white filk, with
a blue fath ; their hair flowed loofe on their fhoul-
ders, and was interwoven with flowers. When
the feven young women entered the circle, my
friend Nicholas led me likewife there, and re-
quefted me to fit down and examine thefe charm-
ing objedts, in order to determine my choice. Du-

ring
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ring this interval, one of the old men pronounced
a difcourfe of 1o'nc length, which he ended by
prc*fcntmsv me with a \u‘ and by the mediation
of Nicholas, he gave me tounderitand, that I was
requefted to covcz‘ her with it, on whom my af-
fe@tions were fixed. The choice would have been
rather difficult, if it had rc;xlly been incumbent on
me to dec?de; for there were three among them
who mw;} t have difputed the Dr"“r“ 1ce \’.hh the
moft perfe¢t work of living nature. But as my
embarrafiment was only imaginary, I afked my
friend whether my choice w ould not offend the
others, and upon his anfwering in the ncqatlvc I
threw the veil over one of chm The others im-
mediately began to dance round her, and carefs
her, and at laft conduéted her out’of the houfe to
the ftreet, where fhe was preceded by mufical in-
ftruments. My friend Nicholas informed me that
this ceremony would laft upwards of an hour, be-
caufe the young woman would be conducted to
every houfe, to announce her own marriage, and
-eceive prefents. In the mean time the ci‘lds Were
regaled with tea, and fimoked tobacco.

About five o’clock I faw the new married lady
return, conduéted by her mother, who was about
four or fiveand tmny VC’U’S of mc and tncy were
accompanied by a refpectab ’d man, who was
grandfather to ‘the e young woman. This old man

made a fpeec E, and embraced me ; the mother put
her umtmtcr into my hands, and leaving her with
me, thev difappeared fuddenly, as did likewife the

cft of the chiefs. Nicholas then acquainted me
that I muft myfelf conduét the young lady to his
ho ul:, m which hc 1ffifted me, by Icadum the way.
At the door of this houfe hc quitted me, and Ni-
cholas attended me back to the camp.

During our walk, he informed me, that the

newly married yeung woman was the dau ghter of

o

Sy xr
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COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 13
a very devout chriftian mother, who had been con-
ftantly attached to Father I'*n(.\xr) and as he had
mentioned his grandfather to me wuhout telling
the name of his father, I queftioned him pofitively
on the fubje¢t. He at firlt affected conceq]ment
but at laft confefled that Seignior Dzignaro was
his father, and he had likewife two elder fifters,
who were among the feven pxefcntud to me for
my choice. * He informed me that the young per-
fon I had chofen was named Tinto ann@m (or
luminous moon) and that I might cprtamly expect
her {foon at my own place of refidence. He then
left me, after promifing to come again to vifit me
in the morning.

As foon as 1 found myfelf alone, Iinformed my
companions of my adventure, and feveral of them
determined to pafs the night with nh, in order to
avoid certain embarraflments; and to anfwer this
purpofe more effectually, 1 requefted all the female
companions of our voyage to be prefent, to amufe
thofe who might come from the village. At nine
o’clock I was acquainted with the arrival of a body
of young women, who came towards our camp
finging. Their number amounted to twenty, and
they were received and introduced by our women.
But as {foon as ln*to Volangta entucd my hut, the
others 1'uireu, {o that I found mylelf undcr the
neceflity of having a female companion. It was a

(\rtunat@ circumitance that one of our lady paf-
{fengers was greatly interefted Ly the young iflan-
dcx, and gave hu‘ much entertainment by ﬁnging
and mufic; but the relt of our converfation was

L ol = EA 1S i = , s X
0 Jm k. hul the awoke, two othc’ young wo-
~ L M
men attended to (‘*"c’i: E:M and afterwards ftai
ith

with her. At ten mv v friend Nicholas arrived w

.,
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2 numerous conmany, I went out to meet thf:m,
and upon being informed that they came to make
a treaty, or (mih 1 gave immediate orders for af-
femL" ‘\:; our u,mt,anv. The heads of the con-
tract were, that the inhabitants of Ufmay Ligon,
thould 2 d ,.huac me as their frlcnd, and thu.t I
fhould engagein an atta i ment to them. That as
I was about to leave them, only with the intention
of returning to form an eftablihment among them,
they would clear a piece of land on the Southern
part of the illand, and build a village, of two
hundred houfes, for the accommodation of my-
felf, and thofe who might come with me. And
laftly, that on my return to Ufmay, I ﬂlou;o con-
fo ' to all the L‘wua an d laws of my friends.
i1

)-0—:

.
i
i
4+
L

d by the invocation of

&
God, the cxc&ts‘ (\i a”t 1ings, I thought it in-
cumbent on me to make my new countrymen a
prefent. Accordingly 1 gave them eighty muf-
quets, twenty b"‘rc s .of powd:", barrels of
ball, fix hundred Japancle fabres, fix hundred

) J ¥
1 . .

l;mce:., and twelve hundred 0” erent articles of iron
work. This prefent was highly valuable to them,

2
for they had not above ten mu{a uets on the lfmnu

b

and thofe had matcHlocks. It was a very unfor-

tunate circumiftance th;z.t I could not leave a de-
tachment on this ifland.

According to the I\cport one fick : the fhip un-
der repair, careening.

inuida* Auguit 18.\ About two in the even-
ing, the iflanders bi’(‘l.;?" it ten oxen, forty hogs,
;ugnti*y of 'ICC, millet, and other ;::"\‘am(n 5. On
this day likewile, having, by the credit of Nicho-

&

las, brought t’- iefs to Jifte ny reafons, I
dent Tinto Volangta back to her mother’s houfe,
whom I loaded wit i apanefe
prize. .As to my frienc . de him a
confiderable prefent of fuys hough ad but a

{mall
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imall quantity remammog, the fea water having
damaged almoft all the packages. In the evening I
informed the iflanders of my approaching depar-
ture, at which they were (rreat y affected, and ex-
prefled their regret on the occafion. The open
and benevomnl charaéter of this eftimable 1 pe ple,
was fuch as will make me ever rrgrdt at I could
not fix my abode here, where the vices and wick-
ednefs of Europe are yet unknown, and the go-
vernment 18 founded only upon the prmczplw of
humanity.

After the departure of the: iflanders, I ordered
my people to float the ve {lel, and get thp cargo on
board. Our work com eHCLd th next day. A*
nine o’clock,” five of the aflociates appeared bef
me, and demanded permiifion to remain upon thc
iiland. I{aw that their refolution was fixed ; and
having reafon to fear that they mzmxt exc;te a
grrmtex number of the company to the fame de-
termination, I reprefented to them that they were
wrong in taking 1 fuch a i’&()il.il(}"l at this tiiﬂe, as
they were fure of returni rg: for I protefted to
Mcm that I would ufe ev ery exertion, when we
arrived in Europe, to obtain a proper armament
to eftablith-a colony on the ifland. At firft they
feemned difpofed to quit their “‘erﬂﬁ . but one of
ﬁzhcm, ramed Lapfiew, declared that it was only a
lofs of time to attempt to diffuade them, as they
were determined not to change their “1rd and
therefore, that if 1 were difpofed to give them a
pmo‘ of my u;endmm, I nn'xh thew ‘it by leav-
ing them a fupply of tools, arms, and amimuniti-
on. I promucd this to make them eafy; but [
made them {wear that they would not feduce any
ethers of -the company.

When they were gone, I affembled 2 Commit-
tee, to whom I communicated the defire of the
five men. . The Committe ee referred the bufinefs

\./’OL. IE. to

C
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to the General Meeting, which was immediately
convened, and their decifion was, that leave fhould
be given them to remain on thédfland. Three
others joined them, and M. Stephanow was like-
wife defirous of remaining ; but the others refufed
him, faying, that as they had taken their refolu-
tion for no other reafon than to live in peace, they
would not have an incendiary among them.

In confequence of this refolution of the meet-
ing, I ordered Mr. Cruftiew to divide what we
could fpare, into eight lots, in order that every
{ubfequent controver{y between our companions
who were to remain behind, might be Preventcd
by a proper divifion made in our prefence. At
eleven, we faw three large barks enter the har-
bour, where they anchored. My friend Nicholas
informed me, that they were Japanefe, from the
coaft of China, who were driven in by ftrefs of

rcather. He requefted, that I would invite them
to come on fhore, which they did, bringing with
them a prefent ‘of tea, porcelain, and fome
pearls. :

Auguft 19. This day we were vifited by up-
wards of one thoufand iflanders, every one bring-
ing fome prefent. The whole amounted to up-
wards of one thoufand eight hundred ells of cloth,
two hundred and five parafols, with a quantity of
china veflels, and fome ivory figures, ornamented
with gold. In the evening, by the mediation of
Nicholas, I recommended to the iflanders thofe
companions who had determined to remain, and
they all protefted that they would receive and ac-
knowledge them as friends and brothers, and give
them aihare of their lands and poffeflions.  In this
manner I {ecured their refpeétive interefts. At
four o’clock I gave orders for going on board.
‘The value of my cargo was {o much reduced, that

t of 'a million and a half of piaftres which I ex-

pected
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pected to receive at China, I had fcarcely fufficient
to realize twenty or twenty-five thoufand piaftres.
The night was employed in work; and at day-
break I had the fatisfaction to {ee all my people on
board. I judged it proper to affure myfelf of the
difpofition of the iflanders, by a formal oath and
contrac, which was drawn up in the language of
Lequeio, and the counterpart in Latin, figned by
both parties. I tookthe Latin part with me, and
they preferved the other. Its contents were as
follow :—

« A Treaty, concluded between the chiefs and
¢« people of the iflands Lequelo, and the Baron
¢ Mauritius Auguftus de Benyowiky, in the name
¢ of the company under his diretion. Con-
« trafted and figned on the 1g9th of Auguft, in
¢ the year 1771, at the ifland Ufmay Ligon, one
“ of Lequeio.”

“ In the prefence of God, who created the
¢« heavens and the earth, We, the chiefs and peo-
¢ ple of the ifland of Ufinay Ligon, and the
¢« other Lequeio, of the one part, and I, the
¢ Baron Mauritius Auguftus de Benyowlky, of
¢ the other part, do ftipulate :”

¢ That I, Mauritius Auguflus de Benyowiky,
“ do oblige myfelf, and do promife, upon my
¢ faith as a Chriftian, to eeturn to this ifland, as
“ foon as poflible, with a fociety of virtuous,
“ good, and juft men, to dwell upon this ifland,
« ‘and to-adopt the manners, ufages, and laws of
¢¢ the inhabitants.”

¢« And we, the chiefs and people, call to witnefs
« that God who created the heavens and the
< earth, that we will, at any time hereafter, re-
< ceive our friend Mauritius, with all thofe who
¢« {hall be his friends: that we will fthare ‘with
¢« them our lands, and will affift them in all their
« labours, until their eftablifhments thall be equal

Cr 2 et
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¢ to our own ; and, in the mean time, his friends,
¢ who remain with us, fhall be confidered as the
¢ children of our families, and treated as bro-
S thErs.”

¢ Mauririus, in the name of
¢ the company of Euro-
¢ peans.”

¢ NicuoLas, for the chiefs and
 people of Ufmay, and
¢ the Lequeio iflands.”

After the conclufion of this treaty, I affembled
thofe among my companions who were deter-
mined to fix their refidence among this worthy
people. I gave them inftructions for the regula-
tion of their conduct, and at laft I embraced and
quitted them to go on board. A prodigious num-
ber of iflanders followed me, who by “their cries
and tears, exhibited an 'cluLCtlﬂO' {pectacle of good-
nefs of h art, and tendernefs (,f difpofition. We
were ready to fet fail at day-break: I therefore
begged my friend Nicholas to requeft the iflanders
togo on board their boats; but feveral of the
chiefs, faftening their canoes to the veffel, deter-
mined to accompany me till my departure. I
weighed, at 10 A. M. and failed out of the har
bour without any unfortunate accident.

According to the Report, the whole company
in good health ; the veflel m: mmg no water,

Saturday, Auguit the zoth at {ea, under the top-
fails ; fine Weathm but cxceﬂlvelv hot ; a frefh
bxcwe, and fmooth water ; faw a large quantity

f fithing birds around us. At half pait one
I M. the iflanders at laft took their leave, and
embarked in their canoes, to return to the lﬂmd
About fix we faw a great number of porpoifes ;

the
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the weather was fine throughout the night. About
eleven we difcovered land a-head, extending from
N. W. to S. E. I therefore came to an anchor in
twenty-eight fathom fine fand, and took advan-
tage of thisanchorage to fet up the rigging afreth,
as this part of the fervice had been negletted. At
day-break we perceived that the whole of the
ftanding rigging required fetting up, for which
reafon 1 was forced to continue the work. Dur-
ing this time feveral boats arrived, with which
we trafficked, exchanging knives, and fome other
trifles, for a quantity of fhells, very neatly -
wrought.

According to the Report, " all well; the thip
making no water. : :

Latitude in 28° 43'; longitude in 327° 18%
Wind E. N. E. Current from the Northward.
Courfe S. 5. W,

Sunday, Auguft the 21ft. fine clear weather,
and fmooth water. At one P. M. weighed, and
made fail, with all the fails fet, and hauled the
wind, to double the Southern point of the ifland.
At fix we doubled another {mall ifland, which lay
to the Northward. About day-break we {faw ano-
ther on the ftarboard beam, to the Southward.

According to the Report, all well ; the fhip
making no water.

Latitude in 28° 8 ; longitudein 329° 2'. Wind
E. N. E. £N. Current from N.to 'S, Courde
S

Monday, Auguft the 22d. Fine weather and
fmooth water, but the heat almoft infupportable.
About noon the wind became variable, and veered
to the Southward. It fixed at S. E. I therefore
took advantage of the fine weather, and fet all
our fails, with which I might have made a good
progrefs, if the wind had not abated, and came
round to the Eaftward. At nine A. M. faw two

B 3 thips
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thips ftanding from S. to N. right towardsus ; I
therefore gave orders to prepare for battle, and
appointed a number of the beft markfmen in
the tops. At eleven we were within cannon
thot, and I then perceived that they were Holland-
ers, one carrying eighteen guns, and the other
twelve.

According to the Report all well, prepared for
battle, under the top-fails. The fhip making no
water.

Latitude 26° 20'; longitude in 327° 2. Wind
E. No current. Courfe S. E. % 8§,

Tuefday, Auguft the 23d. One of the two vef-
fels coming nearly within mufket fhot of us, fired
a ball, and hailed us to come on board, and bring
our papers.  This behaviour of the Dutch Captain
furprized me greatly, and fo much the more as
being entirely ignorant of the maritime laws, I
knew not what he meant by my papers : for this
reafon I anfwered by four cannon-thot, and the
mufquetty began to play from the tops, which
greatly incommoded him. He waited for his com-
panion, who at laft came to his afliftance, but was

contented to keep out a confiderable diftance from

us, Ithen hoifted the colours of the Republic of
Poland, and continued my courfe due S.. They

“were at firft difpofed to follow me, but having ob-

ferved that I made preparations for receiving them,
by clewing up my courfes, they adopted the wif.
eft conducét for them, which was to put about, and
continue their courfe; for I had determined to
board one of the two, and make them pay dear for
what they had done. This {light combat, the firft
Lever faw at fea, coft us only a few thot, and the
trouble of performing our manceuvres. As to the
Hollapders, I know not what their acquifitions
were,

According
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According to the Report, all well ; the thip
making no water.

Latitude in 24° 45'; longitude in 327° o'
Wind E. No current. Courfe S.

Wednefday, Auguft the 24th. Weather rather
bluftering, but without rain, and a rifing fea. DBe-
ing under-way, with all fails fet, the aflociates,
from the information they had found in Anfon’s
Voyage, requefted me to fail to the ifland of For-
mofa, in erder that they might add the know-
ledge of this ifland to their other difcoveries.
Their propofition was likewife agreeable to myfelf,
I therefore promifed to carry their requeft into exe.
ecution.

According to the Report, all well; the veflel
making no water.

Latitude in 23° 18': longitude in 327° o' Wind
E. Current from the Southward. Courfe S.

Thurfday, Auguft the 25th. The weather con-
ftantly difpofed to fqually, with rain at intervals,
Conformably to the requeft of my affociates, 1
changed my courfe, and ftood to the Weftward,
and W. = S. we had a firong current fetting to
the Southward.

According to the Report, all well; the fhip
making no water.

Latitude in 23° 22’ ; longitude in 325° o’. Wind
E. Current from the Southward. Courfe W. Z 5.

Friday, Auguft the 26th. About three P. M.
a {trong breeze arofe, which obliged me to hand
all the fails but the mizen. At fix, a heavy rain
came on, and abated the wind, which veered round
to the N. E. About three A. M. I was awakened
by the news of land. We had barely time to turn
the fhip’s head to the Southward, when we clewed
up the mizen, and let go an anchor in eighteen
fathom water, the bottom being coral fock: - TAR
day-break -we found ourfelves near a rock; the

ifland
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ng in fight, and appearing
3 1 land. I immediately weighed, and
doubling the North point of the {mall ifland, ftood
towards the land, and moored at the opening of a
bay, in fourteen fathom water, greenith fand. The
aflociates were bufied the whole night, in prepar-
ing the boats, and clearing their arms, which
were diftributed with the neceffary ammunition.
At four A, M. Mr. Kuzneczow, and Mr. Wyn-
bladth, were fent on thore, with the canoe and
the thailop, with fixteen men. At eight we heard
three muiket fhot on fhore, which I anfwered with
one of my great guns. ~ After this we heard a con-
{tant firing. At half-paft nine we at laft perceived
our boats, returning round a point of the land.
Three of the detachment were wounded with ar-
rows, and they brought with them five prifoners,
two of whom were dangeroufly wounded.
Here follows the Report of Mr. Kuzneczow:.
After having reached fhore, in a commodious
bay, where I found the foundings every where
from eight to five, and three fathoms, I advanced
with a detachment of ten aflociates, towards a fire,
which we difcovered. Mr. Wynbladth remained
with the boats under his care. ~We found two In-
dians, and a woman, near the fire, whom we gave
to underftand, that we were in want of foed. One
of them immediately went off, and'returned in
lefs than an hour after, with three other Indians,
armed with lances, who made figns to us to follow
them. -They conducted us to a village, and as we
refuled to enter into their huts, they brought us
boiled rice, with roafted pork, and a quantity of
lemons and oranges. The iflanders appeared quiet,
and were not numerous ; but as I had obferved a
crowd, at the extremity of the village, and feveral
armed bodies of men who went out, I imagined
that they intended to feek a caufe of quarrel with

A
us ¥

0]



s it 8

d

L]

ol il e g

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 28

us ; fof which reafon I perfuaded my companions
to proceed back again, in order to carry the news
on board, that we had formed a very convenient
anchoring place. Accordingly, after having given
the illanders fome knives, in return for the refrefh-
ment we had taken, we began to return. But we
had fcarcely reached the place where we had firft
{feen the fire lighted, before we heard a cry, and
were attacked by a fhower of arrows, which
wounded three of my people. I gave orders to
fire immediately on the enemy, and the firft dif-
charge checked their impetuofity, when they faw
half 2 dozen of their party extended on the ground.
For my own part, not being defirous of amufing
myfelf in that place, I gave orders to carry one
of my companions, who could not walk, and ef-
fected my retreat. The iflanders were preparing
to fall upon us a {econd time, when fortunately
for us, the cannon fhot, from on board, intimi-
dated them, and caufed them to leave us for a
time at liberty. But when we came to the fea
fhore we were attacked by a great number of the
favages. It was a happy circumftance that Mr.
Wynbladth was on the {fpot. We then fell upon
them, ‘and after having overthrown at lealt fixty,
we made five prifoners, and collected a quantity
of lances and bows, which are now in the boats.
Upon this information, 1 would have quitted
the place, as I was not defirous of expofing my-
{elf to a war with the natives ; but my aflociates
sufifted that I thould enter the harbour. I found
it impoflible to calm their fury, and for that rea-
{on, at laft confented. We therefore weighed,
and with a {light breeze from the Eaftward, and
the boats a-head, I entered the bay, and an-
chored at the diftance of one hundred fathoms oft

fhore.

According
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According to the Report, three wounded, and
five pufonels of war. ,

Saturday, Auguit the 7th moored in a bay at
the mouth of a river, on the ifland of Formofa,
As foon as I had got the thip moored, I ordered
twenty eight men on fhore, under the command

Mcum. Baturin and Cruftiew, who. went on
board the fhallop, and rowed towards the thore.
As foon as they landed, they were met by fifty
iflanders, who held branches of trees in their
hands ; and as thefe people came without arms,
Mr. Baturin received them kindly. They threw
themfelves firft at the feet of my people, and by
their figns gave them to underftand, that they in-
treated fou;mcnefs. This \oluntary {fubmiffion
difarmed the rage of my companions, and feveral
of them ran to “the thore, and called out, that all
was well.  Upon thefe pacific appearances, the afs
fociates imagined that they might enjoy them-
felves in the habitations of the Ind;ans and de-
clared to Meflrs. Baturin and Cruftiew, th‘.t they
were defirous of going to the village. Their ab-
furd obftinacy gave way to no ptrfua ions ; for in
fpite of the remonftrances of thofe gwtlemcn,
twenty-two departed for the village. Being in-
formed of this mutiny, I determmcd to go on
fhore myfelf, with fifteen other aflociates, and ims
mediately direted my march towards the village,
which was not far off. I had fcarcely madea few
ﬁeps, before I heard a violent firing and horrible
cries. The noife increafed, and at laft I faw my
people retr: eating, and purmcd by a2 number of
blacks, who haﬂlly followed them. When they
came near me, they rallied, but nc more than
feven of them were armed, the others being en-
tirely naked, with feveral arrows ﬁmkn\q in the
bodies. I gave orders, therefore, for thofe who
had no arum, to retire towards the veflel, and ral-

lied
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lied the others ; by whofe affiftance I ftopped the
crowd of iflanders, among whom I obferved fe-
veral armed with our mufkets. Unfortunately for
them, they knew not how to ufe them and as
they were more advanced than the others, they
were quickly detroyed by our fire. Only two of
them efcaped, who threw down their mufkets to
favour their flight. At the moment the Indians
made their retreat, or rather fled, Mr. Kuznec-
zow arrived with twenty freth companions,” who
chafed them out of their village, and at laft fet fire
to it in feveral places. After the total defeat of
the iflanders, the dead were counted; and it was
found that they amounted to upwards of two hun-
dred, without reckoning thofe who were wounded,
and had fled.

On our return from this expedition, a party of
the aflociates difcovered a fmall harbour in the
river, in which they found feven boats, and a bark
in an unfinithed ftate. They fet fire to the bark,
and brought away the boats, which were loaded
with the arms of the iflanders. As foon as this
operation was ended, I went on board, and put
the chiefs of the mutiny againft Meflrs. Baturin and
Cruftiew in irons.

This accident abated the defire of the company
to prolong their ftay. They therefore requefted me
to feek another anchoring place. = Taking advan-
tage of the calm, I weighed, and by the help of
the boats towed the veflel out of the found. We
had fcarcely doubled the north point, before the
current carried us to the northward. At day break
we found ourfelves oppofite a fmall bay, into which
I determined to enter; but as the current tended -
to drive us beyond it, I came to anchor in twenty-
fix fathom. About eight, alight breeze fprung
up, and I was preparing to fet fail, when'I faw
two canoes rowing towards us. At ten they came

near
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near us, and one of them hamd us, crying out,
Signor d()u»ruto, vai, vai. - They hndc “figns to
us to follow them, which I did, having all my
boats out to affift in cafe of accidents ; but we hap-
pily entered into a very beautiful harbour, where
I anchored near the Scuthern thore, with a view
to be theltered from all winds. The depth of
water was three i’athmn, and the veflel was {o near
the land, thata man could jump on fhore.

According to the {cpoxt, eleven wounded, three
prifongrs of \\z::‘, two having died.

N. B’ I muft here obferve, that I found in this
feafon, a violent current along the ifland Formofa,
which carried the veflel* 1% league s per hour; but
I obferved that this current cduud the veflel to
follow all the {im 1(m11 s of the-thore, and kept ug

:1‘1way\ at the fame diftance from it.
Sunday, Auguilt t he 28th. At anchor in the
harbo urL on the ifland of Formofa, fine

clear weather, but exceflively hot. | We had f""rcc

.

Iy time to coil up our running ri j’rmo before a

prodigious nun ,'.) t of 1[Lmuus, ‘of both fexes,
appeared with P oultry, rice, fugar-canes, hogs,
oranges, and other fruits, which they exchanged
with us for pins, needles, wwi other iimﬂl articles,
'l‘lmu;"h thele p’:o»“}c L‘e;lz d themfelves with cir-
ild not venture to p}acc any cone

or this reafon, I con{lantly

e affociates armed. About three,

“’. M. a ('"m-*:l of 1l 1, having at
their head 2 man cloathed in a droll manner, x,.Lrt‘,f
in the Eurcpean, and partly in the Indian fathion,
On his head he wore a laced hat, a large fword
hung by his fide, his ftockings were I vlf‘ &I c‘x( thy
nd his thoes were no doubt of his own m

[ T

‘“'m'i ection, | wot
fidence in them.
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ture. - This appearance fu rp‘"lmd me, nndI im-
diately fent Mr. Kuzneczow to meet him ; but

sears from the preceding text.
/

: \ ) L
y the copyiit, and neglected to be

in the M|
filicd up by the Count,



to
ny

16

lll)

ut

tly
1L
rd

&
(@]
.

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY, 29

as he could not underftand his language, he br ought

him on board, where I learned, that he was a
Spaniard of Mam la, who had lived {even or ei gl Wt
years among thefe 1mmdprs, and he had acquired

the conhdcvcc of feveral cantons. He made mea
very civil offer of his hou fe; but as I thought it
nece{fary to make 2 minute enquiry before I truft-
ed him, he informed me, that hc had fled from
Mamlla to the ifland vn‘mc.a, in a veflel, manned
by fix of his flaves ; and that he had been forced
to this procern in confequence of L%s gvinﬂ',
in a moment of rage, mﬂm ,i his wife, and a

Dominican, whom he had found in hm company.
He faid his name was Don Hieronimo Iacacw
formerly Captain of the port of (,Mlt‘l. at Manil-
la. - This Spaniard aflured me, that] might troft
the p”OO;C 'of that canton, who were the bel peo-
ple in the world, and thought themfelves under

an obhgauon to me for having 11l- ‘frcutcd IJU"

enemies : for he 1nf"*m€d me that the news of my
conduét, with refpect to the* had “lwzu.j,

arrived thuher.

Upon this good news, [ made him a prefent of
a complete 1U1t of cl(utm with fome fhirts, and a
good iabxc s [ promife be fides, to give him fire
arms, and other utenfﬂs, provided he was careful
in a{mtmg us, during our ftay; upon which he
promifed, and declared that he would not quit me
during. the whole time [ fhould remain on the
iﬂand 1'1 fact, after having {poken a J;:«"»rt time
ders, they retired, and he remained with

s
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was in 2 p miu Mm,
taking in freth water at day-breal {
of wuuh I enquired of Lfm Hieronimo Pacheco

>
-
e
-
(@)
pa
C
-

i

bl 3
the place where we could obtain the '*f& water.
He informed me that the mmf‘“rs wou d 103 me
good fpring water ; but that there was a '*;';'uoi?;

# Blank left in MS,
neat
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near an advanced rock, which he thewed me, in
which we might obtain the beft water in the world,
But he warned me, at the fame time, that the
iflanders of that canton were at war with his
friends, and that it would, for that reafon, be ne-
ceffary to fend a party of armed men thither, to
guard the failors while they filled their cafks. Upon
this information, I gave inftructions to Mr. Panow
to go early with twelve aflociates on the bufinefs ;
and recommended to him, at the fame time, to be
upon his guard againft a furprize. Not content
with this precaution, I gave orders for awakening
me before their departure ; and having called them
all before me, I recommended to them a fecond
time to be on their guard. They fet off at laft at
eight A. M. having been detained to fet up fome
cafks.

After the departure of the boats, I entered into
converfation with the Spaniard, who appeared to
be perfedly acquainted with the illand. Tt was
from him I learned, that part of the ifland on the
Weftern fide, was fubjeét to the Chinefe ; but that
fix parts out of feven were independent, one-third
part of which only were favages, among whom we
had at prefent fallen. He affured me, that with
very little affiftance, he thought it pratticable to
conquer the ifland, and drive out the Chinefe,
His reafoning, and the combination of circum-
ftances which he mentioned, pleafed me, and I
attended to him with fo much the more willing-
nefs, as I had conceived the project of carrying his
plan into execution. I therefore availed myfelf of
the prefent opportunity, to propofe that he thould
return into Europe with me.  But this he pofitive-
ly refufed, and affured me, that he was fuiliciently
acquainted with Europe, to thank heaven that he
was out of it. To this he added, that he was be-
come familiarifed with the manner of living in

Formofa,
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Formofa, and that as he had a good wife, and fe-
veral children, neither his duty nor his inclination,
would fuffer him to leave them. Our converfation
was interrupted by dinner.

According to the Report, eleven wounded, and
three prifoners.

Monday, Auguft the 2g9th. At anchor in port
Maurice. Don Hieronimo remarked, that as the
watering place was fo near, he was furprized that
our people did not return; and he begged me to
fend the fhallop upon difcovery. Mr. Kuzneczow
immediately went with eight men, and returned
about two, P. M. with the canoe and periagua in
tow. As foon as I perceived them at a diftance, [
was furprized to fee that fome of them were co-
vered with blood, and had arrows fticking in their
bodies ; and as I did not fee either Mr. Panow or
Mr. Loginow, I began to fear the worft. When
the fhallop came on board, Mr. Kuzneczow in-
formed me, that Mr. Panow and Mr. Loginow
were mortally wounded, and that John Popow was
the firft flain.  After having reccived Mefirs. Panow
and Loginow, in order to give them every affift-
ance, I enquired concerning the faét ; and was in-
formed, that Mr. Panow having vifited the envi-
rons, and difcovered no figns ot any perfon being
near, had been defirous of bathing, while the
affociates were at work, filling the catks ; and that
he himfelf had invited the others to follow his ex-
ample. But he had fcarcely laid afide his arms and
cloaths, when he was attacked by twenty Indians,
who fhot at him with arrows ; that Popow was one
of the firft who fell dead; and that afterwards
Panow and Loginow fell, and all the others were
wounded ; and that certainly not one of them
could have efcaped, if Volintky and Andre had not
fired at the iflanders from the canoe, into which
they had retired. They added; that they dared

not
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not return on board and abandon Mr. Panow, who
from time to time gave figns of life, as well as Mr.
Loginow. They were in “this fituation when the
ﬁallop came to their relief.

After this information, I ran te my friend Pa-
now, around whom I found all the company af-
femblcd but as I was defirous of hearing what he
faid, w1tnont mtbnuptmw him, I did not come
forward. The following were the words of this
invaluable friend, which Whl ever be prefent in my
memory.

£ My brothers,” faid he to his companions;
¢ inform my hlwd, our commar Jdel, that my
only regret at quitting life is, thatl thall no longer
be able to fecond anc & fupport his labours.  Alas !
he is very far from feeing their conclufion. Tell
}nm, that I love him as thy life ; and that I {hould
die contented, if 1 could ‘have feen his merit and
virtue recompenie ed. Intreat him in my name, not
to revenge my death; but content himfelf with
informing my brother of this misfortune. Take
ex mmle, my friends, by me; if I had followed

he advice of our chief andfriend, I had ftill lived
}\CLP & and obey him as a father; and thou, un-
happy friend, Stephanow, lay a idc thy haughtig
nefs, and tlmt hatred which is concmied ih the
hottom of thy heart, againit this vorthy fricnd.

upp y my place by thy ﬁdulty to him.”> . At thefe
words I came fOL'N(hd ;=—but my Geod, what 2
fight ! He feemed to hav“ recovered all Lh POWETS,
He grafped my hand, wept, and embraced me,
but was unable to fvcak for along time. At ﬂepgfl

e exclaimed, ¢ rm.,, dear ﬁuu‘f“ I.ihall foon be
no more. —] am _myle felf ithe caufe.—=But forgive
me.—M 5y laft with 13, that heaven 1..‘1y ever (YIV“

thee friends like me.~~Thou art x\olm/ of thcn‘

3

_.,_, (=

,! s A &
and happy are they who thall know thy worth, as
3 \A heawver N 1 1 .
I do: May heaven grant, tnat tu.x.) land, whicd

{foon
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{oon fhall cover my bones, may be thy patrimonv ;
—The power of death interrupted his' word:
and deéprived me of this' dear and moft waluw‘nm
friend.

Loginow had paid the debt of nature a few in-
‘{’wnt‘ before. I determined to bury them imme-
diately; buf as 1 was defirous of prowdmn;, that
their b()uibs might not be difturbed, Ibegged Don
Hieronimo, to {peak with his fucnds, the '*m_pdc“
and 1'eq1mﬁ pérmiflion to bury them on their ter-
ritory. To this they readily’ confented, and we
performed their ‘funerals with the greateft order.
I fired twenty-one guns on this occafion, and or-
dered Andreanow to engrave the following words
on a ftone.

¢ Here' ltes Vafili Panow, a Ruflianh gentleman
of illuftrious birth and mcru, the' faithful fiend
of ‘Mauritius Benyowtky, who was treacherouily
{lain, with'two other compahions, John Loginow
and John Papow, by the'inha bit ants of this’ifland,
on the 29th of Auguft, 177177

After: the burnl, Don Hieronimo ' declared’ to
ime, that his friends had détermined to avenge'the
death of my‘companions’ ‘and that, confequently,

i they would proceed to attack their neighbours.

My ‘aflociates joined in' this propofal for vengeance,
which had- already began®by ‘the 'maflacre of ‘our
three Indian'prifoners.  While'T' was thus urged to
come to a determination,’ thé' Spaniard 'informed
me; that thé canoe we faw rowing towards ts,
was filled with our enemies. My aflociates wiited
for'no orders, but rufhed on bodrd the Boats, and
attacked them. Their fitf difcharge flew thirteen,
and the others'they imme(.?ate]} brought onboard,
and hung at"the yard-arm. I lcprefented to them
that 'this’ exécution was’ enough, and that it was
prudent to términate our warfare here ; but, alas!
I preached ‘to/the ‘deaf. They perﬁﬂ;ed i their de-

Noi.. I D ‘termination
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termination to go in queft of the Indians, and
make them feel their vengeance. Aslfaw I could
make no impreflion on the minds of thefe enraged
men, I was forced to promife to direct their pro-
ceedings, that they might not expofe their lives to
no purpofe. :

My refolution being once made, I entered {feri-
oufly into the bufinefs. For this reafon, I requeit-
ed the Spaniard to guide my people towards the
principal refidence of the nation, who had given
{o. bad a reception to us; and as he promifed to
accompany us, I gave him a good carabine. He
requefted leave to bring with him a couple of hun-
dred of his Indian friends; in anfwer to which I
reprefented, that thefe poor people might become
the victims of their -good intentions, and be flain
by my comrades for want of knowing them.
However, he removed my objeition, by propofing,
that every one of our party {hould wear a piece of
white cloth on his left arm. This precaution ap-
pearing to me to be fuflicient, 1 acquiefced in his
demand, and he immediately went on fhore to
make his neceffary preparations for the attack which
was appointed to be made at day break.
~ About feven in the evening, I caufed the boats
to tow our veflel to the river of the maflacre, where
I anchored. At three, I ordered forty-fix compa-
nions on fhore, commanded by Mefliurs Cruftiew,
Kuzneczow, Baturin, Wyndbladth, and Stepha-
now ; and we only waited for Don Hieronimo,
who arrived at four: They then proceeded inland,
and we heard nothing. till about three quarters
after fix, when the noife of the mufquetry con-
vinced me that the action had began. Soon after
1 faw a number of iflanders retiring towards.a fteep
mountain ; and then it was that my companions
on board directed. their. pieces at them, and made
a dreadful flaughter. Thefe unhappy men, fecing
themfelves prefled on one fide by my troops, and

on
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on the other by the iflanders, under the conduét
of the Spaniard, threw themfelves proftrate upon
the ground. I was then forced to declare to my
whole party, that I would fire upon them if they
continued the maffacre. On this meflage, the par-
ties contented themfelves with making prifoners,
the number of whom amounted to fix hundred and
forty-three. The killed were reckoned and proved
to be eleven hundred and fifty-fix. What furpriz- |
ed me the moft was, that among the wounded and |
prifoners there were a great number of women |
armed in the fame manner as the men. '
Our expedition being thus ended, without any
of our fide having received the {lighteft wound, 1
went on thore, and the Indians prefented me with
the flaves. But as I refufed to keep any of them,
the Spaniards chofe fifty, and abandoned the reft
to his friends. I contented myfelf with carrying
all their arms on board. About ten o’clock, a
party of our friends of the iflanders, appeared with
near two hundred women, children, and old men,
whom they had made prifoners. The whole troop
appeared to be overjoyed, and returned towards
their habitations: but for my own part, being
defirous of leaving a {pot which prefented nothing
but the defolation of the village, which our party
had fet on fire, I retired with my veflel to our firft
ftation.
According to the Report, eleven wounded.
Monday, Auguft the joth. Having this day in-
formed my friend the Spaniard, of my with to
eftablith a camp on thore, he begged I would per-
mit him to make the neceflary preparations. In
confequence of my acceding to his requeft, he
went on fhore, and about three o’clock he return-
ed with ‘about five hundred iflanders, who began
to ere& huts for us. Several were finithed before
evening. I therefore went on fhore myfelf with
D2 the
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the women, and fuch of our people as were wound-
ed, and a guard of fixteen men. At the clofe of
the day, the iflanders fet a guard of forty men on
our right flank, in order to fecure us, as they faid,
from the attacks of the allies of the nation, with
whom we had been at war.

At day-break, Don Hieronimo prefented his fa-
mily to me, with a great number of his friends,
and likewife acquainted me that Huapo, a prince
of the country, was coming to exprefs his grati-
tude for my having avenged his fubjets upon the
two nations who were their enemies. He inform-
¢d me, that Huapo lived irt a town about thirty or
thirty-two leagues diftant inlandj that the central

arts of his dominions were well civilized, as was
alfo the whole Weftern part of the ifland; the
Faftern coaft only being poflefled by a favage peo-
ple, among whom, however, he excepted the ter-
ritory belonging to Huapo, which was inhabited
by a gentle and induftrious race. He added, that
the Prince Huapo could mufter twenty, or five and
twenty thoufand armed men, notwithftanding
which he was often difturbed in his capital, either
by the Chinefe party, or their allies.

After this information, he infinuated that it
would be eafy to conclude a treaty with this prince,
to form eftablithments in his couritry, the produc-
tions of which confifting in gold, cryftal, cinnabar,
rice, fugar, cinnamon, filk, and particularly the
moft beautiful kinds of wood, might form advan-
tageous branches of commerce; in exchange for
which they would receive a quantity of hardware,
iron, and European cloth, to the profit of two
hundred per cent. to the fellers. Such ‘'was our
converfation, when it was interrupted by the arri-
val of the Bamini, or General The Spaniard
immediately haftened to meet him, and I'caufed my
companions to honour him with three: difcharges

of




COUNT ,DE BENYOWSKY. 37

of ther mufquetry. When he had arrived near
my. barracks, he caufed a tent to be put up, the
ground underneath being covered with a rich
carpet, upon which he feated himfelf, and invited
ne to do the fame. The Spaniard ftood up to at-
end us, and ferve as my interpreter.

After the firft civilities, he demanded who I was;
whence I came ; what caufe had determined me to
land on the ifland of Formofa, &c. I replied to
his queftions 4in fhort, that 1 was a General of a
kingdom, who, having been made prifoner of war,
had effected my efcape with a party of my people
to return to'my own country ; that having found
the ifland of Formofa on my way, I anchored on
the coaft to procure water ; but that the cruelty
exercifed by the two nations towards my compani-
ons, had demanded vengeance, which Ihad fatif-
fied, and was preparing to return to my couns
try.

He replied by requefting me to defer my depar-
ture till the arrival of Huapo, who having heard
fuch wonders of me, had determined to come in
perfon to vifit me'; in confequence of which, he
had been difpatched with a party of troops to de-
fend me againft my enemies. © To this compliment
I replied, that I was truly fenfible of the good dif-
pofition of the prince; that I thould be infinitely
flattered by the honour of feeing him ; and ftill
more in rendering him every fervice in my power.
That the precaution of {ending his troops to de-
fend me, was fuperfluous, as. no force could have
any effect upon me. To this declaration I added
the moft flattering compliments to the Bamini, to
whom I immediately made a prefent of a beauti-
tul fabre, which, however, he politely refufed, by
obferving, that he could not accept it without the
knowledge of his mafter. After this converfati-
on, he regaled me with tea and tobacco, at the

anic
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fame time that at intervals, he caufed betel and the
areca nut to be prefented to me, with a fmall quan-
tity of lime, all which together I chewed, and
found moft execrable.

The habits of this General confifted of a long
red pautalon*, Chinefe half boots, a white fhirt,
with a veft of black, and a red furplice, or outer

arment, which had fome buttons of coral, fet in
gold. His head was covered with a bonnet of
{iraw, exceedingly pointed, and the upper extremi-
ty was ornamented with horfe hair, dyed red. His
arms confifted of a fabre, a lance, and a bow, with
a quiver, containing twenty-five arrows. The
troops who attended him were entirely naked, ex-
cept a piece of blue cloth round their middle,
and their arms were lances and bows.

According to the Report, feven wounded.

Wednefday, Auguft the 31ft. This day all our
huts being finithed, I landed all my people, and
having raifed two epaulements, I placed four pieces
of cannon upon them, two on each flank of my
camp. No more than eight men remained on
board, as a guard.

Our repaft was not of long duration. The
Formofian General eat with aftonifhing rapidity,
without fpeaking a word ; and after he had de-
voured a quantity of rice, with fome pieces of roaft
meat, he rofe, and began to chew his betel, and
{moke tobacco. AsI was defirous of making my
court to him, I followed his example, thoug:h my
palate fuffered for it. After dinner we walked
round my camp. When we came near a battery,
Bamini requefted me to order fome cannon fhot to
be fired. 1 immediately gave orders to fix a butt

* The Pautalon is a clofe garment fitted to the body, and all of
one piece from head to foot. T.

at



oo 0% D WS A

- 9

f

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 39

at five hundred paces diftance, and pointed the
pieces myfelf. At the fecond fire, the boat which
the iflanders had expofed as a butt, was broken in
pieces ; at which the Formofian General teftified
the greateft furprize. To increafe his aftonifh-
ment, I gave orders to my companions to take
their arms, and fire at a plank at eighty paces dif-
tance. Very few of their fhot mifled ; and as the
plank was fhot through, this exercife gave him
great fatisfaction, and induced him to {pare no
flattering expreffions on the occafion.

About five in the evening, Bamini received a
courier, who announced the approaching arrival of
the Huapo. The General therefore left me, and
went to prepare a camp. I embraced this oppor-
tunity to give orders for fome fire-works 3 and at
the fame time give the Prince the diverfion of fee-
ing our military exercife. The iflanders, in the
mean time, had become fo familiar with us, as to
leave their daughtersfreelyin our camp; and it is
remarkable, that there was no inftance of any pil-
fering committed by them, though our people
were exceedingly negligent. Iempleyed the night
in making feveral different fufees, and a large fer-
pent for the fire-works.

At day-break, Don Hieronimo waited on me, to
acquaint me with the arrival of the Prince, and ad-
vifed me to fend two of my officers to meet him,
inftead of going myfclf. As he offered to ferve as
their interpreter, I immediately fent Meflrs. Cruf-
tiew and Kuzneczow, with fix of our aflociates
armed, to attend them. After their departure, I
afcended an hill to fee their camp prepared. I
perceived that the arrangement was made after a
certain order ; the tent of the Prince being in the
centre, and the others round about it. About
eight o’clock, I faw the troops march in, and at
lait the Prince arrived.

Their
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Their order was as follows : Firft came {fix horfe-
men, with a kind of ﬁ‘mdmd Thefe were fol-
lowed u‘y a troop of mfmtly with pikes. After
and thefe came tunty or forty holhmcn

another Lody of infantry with bows. A troop

med with clubs and hatchets came next ; and
iait of .all came the Prince, attended by twelve or
fifteen officers, mounted on fmall, but beautiful
horfes.  The reft of the troops came after without
any regular order. On th eir arrival at the camp,

'y one lodged where he could, and there was
no gm d fet.

About eleven o’clock, Don Hieronimo returned
to invite me, in the name of the Prince, to come
and fee Lnn, and he brought feveral horfes,
though the diftance was very thort, I 1mmcd1-
ately :mountcd and foon arrived at the Prince’s
tent, : His appearance firuck me at firft fight. - He

was between mnty and thirty-five years of age,
*bom five feet tmc' inches high, of. a: firong and
vigorous k-uﬁm, with a lively eye and nmgcfhc cary
uggc. 1 1,\n being wtu,duccd to him, I found
Mr. Cruftiew already in great fam lhafity with him;
w’."o faid to me in Rufifian, this youm would do

ur bufi E‘vn, if we p1rhmﬂ<i to remain at Formo-
23 and his good difpopuon would per rmt him to

Lcw )
~

affure me, that I m ight Lc King of the iland when-
ever | umu He had fc nfdv fpoken, when the

Prince “nu‘umd me by our interpreter, “Hun*:;
me, that I was welcome on the ifland ; and that
he had b eard, with the greateft umsfmlop of the
manner we had treated his enemies, for which he
thought it proper to m ake his grate r“1 knovz
mdg*.x nts. To this he uma, that he had no
doubt but that I was the perfon whofe coming was
luu,(,u“c\.d by the Prophets, w ho had for ctold that
a firanger fhould arrive with {trong men, who
{hould deliver the Formofans from “the Chinefe
yoke :

YT O
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yoke : in confequence of which he had determined
to pay me a vifit, and make me an offer of all his
power and forces to fupport and obey me. This
commencement changed my fyftem, and the Spa-
niard infenfibly led me to play a new part, by aflur-
ing the Huapo that I was a great Prince, who had
vifited Formofa, with the intention of fatisfying
myfclf concerning the pofition of the Chinefe, and
to fulfil the withes of the inhabitants of the ifland,
by delivering them from the power of that trea-
cherous people.

Upon this information, I thanked the Prince for
his good intentions, and aflured him that I {hould
always make it a part of my glory to contribute to
the happinefs of a nation who were fo fortunate as
to be governed by a Prince of fuch wifdom and pe-
netration as himfelf. But that upon the prefent
occafion, having come only for the purpofe of con-
tra@ine alliances with the natives of theifland, and
more efpecially with the Huapo, I thould explain
myfelf more at large on another occafion ;. as thefe
affairs and interefts required to be treated of in
ccret.  The Prince appeared to be fatisfied with
this reply, and invited me to dine with him.
Meflrs. Cruftiew and Kuzneczow were likewife of
the party, as well as the Spaniard, whom the
Prince took into favour, and caufed him to be im-
mediately clothed after the fafhion of the country;
at the fame time that he gave him a belt and a fa-
bre, as marks of diftinétion,

After dinner, the Prince propofed to vifit my
camp, and while our horfes were getting ready,
Mr. Cruftiew went before, to prepare the men to
render ‘due honour to the Prince, who was at-
tended by near fifty officers on horfeback, and his
whole body of troops following him at the diftance
of about three hundred paces. When we came in
fight of our camp, the cannonade began, and the

aftonithed
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aftonithed Sovereign was in great danger of fhar-
ing the fate of his officers, moft of whom were
thrown by the frifks and leaps of their horfes,
who were not accuftomed to the noife, and could
not be made to advance. We therefore dif-
mounted, and arrived at the camp, where the af-
fociates faluted the Prince with three difcharges of
mufquetry, and the ceremony ended with twenty
guns from the thip. This honourable and noify
reception gave him infinite pleafure, and as a mark
of friendfhip, he put his hand in mine, and in
this manner we proceeded to my tent, followed
to my tent, followed only by his General and
three officers. He foon refumed his difcourfe, by
giving a detail of the reafons, which made him
defirous of driving the Chinefe out of the ifland ;
and he left me no reafon to doubt, that vanity in-
duced him to declare war upon them. His incli-
nation, in this refpe&, would certainly have been
highly advantageous to mc, if I had propofed to
remain in the country ; but as my determination
was to return as fpeedily as poflible into Furope,
I thought it would be very unfafe to engage in
enterprizes, which, even on the moft happy event,
would not make my return the lefs neceflary. But,
on the other hand, being well convinced, that by
an alliance with this Prince, I fhould be enabled
to propofe the eftablifhment of a colony on the
ifland to fome European power, I refolved to do
every thing in my power to preferve his favoura-
ble difpofition towards me.
About four in the evening, the Prince exprefled
a defire to fee the wveflel: I accordingly ordered
thirty of my companions to go on board immedi-
ately ; and afterwards fent Mr. Crufticw to attend
him, with dire@ions to amufe him as long as pofli-
ble, that I might have time to preparc my fire-
works. All was ready at half paft {even, when 1
conduéted
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condu@ed the Prince to a place where he might
fee the whole fire, which began after the difcharge
of three great guns. He exprefled his admiration
at this exhibition, but informed me that the Chi-
nefe made the fame. When the fireworks were
ended, the Prince retired, after giving me his
belt and fabre, as a token that he would fhare with
me his power over his army, which amounted to
eight thoufand men, of whom only two hundred
and fixty were horfemen.

As foon as the Prince was gone, I affembled a
committee, in which I declared Mr. Stephanow
our equal, and capable of being admitted to our
confidence ; and I gave orders to Mr. Cruftiew, to
acknowledge him as fuch before the whole com-
pany. At the fame time I gave directions for pre-
paring the prefents for the Prince Huapo, which
confifted of two pieces of cannon I had brought as
ballaft, thirty good muifkets, fix barrels of gun-
powder, two hundred iron balls, and fifty pounds
of match. At day-break,I detached Meflrs. Cruf-
tiew, Wyndbladth, and Kuzneczow, to inform the
Prince of the prefents ; to which I added thirty
common Japanefe fabres, one fabre very elegantly
wrought for himfelf, and twenty others for his
principal officers.

About cight o’clock, Don Hieronimo came to
announce a vifit on the part of the Prince, who
came attended only by his confidential officers, as
well to receive the prefents, as to treat with me on
objelts of the greateft importance. About ten he
arrived, and as I had the whole intermediate time
to converfe with, and make enquiries of the good
Spaniard, I had my anfwers in readinefs. In the
firtt place, the Prince caufed a very magnificent
tent to be eretted near mine, in which very
rich carpets were laid ; and here it was that he re-
ceived me. He began the converfation, by thank-

mng
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4
ing me for the prefents which he had accepted on
my p“x\. and then proceeded to make the follow-
ing demands :

1. Whether I could leave part of my people
behind to remain with him till my return ¢

2. Whether I could bring back a number of
troops armed w ith muifkets, dl“lel'!Ldl the ma-
nagement of cannon; and what would 1 be the ex-
pence. of maintaining one tuommu nen

3. Whether I could procure for him veflels av‘m-
ed'with cannon, and captains to command them?

4. Whether: 1 womd accept the conceflion he
would make me of the province of Hav angfin ;
which, with its cities, towns, and inhabitants, he
would cede to me in propriety, on condition tha
[ {hould fupport him with Lumpum,, until he
thould have driven the Chinefe out of his domini-
ons, at which ’.Agnou he would yield vp to me his
attly, _whether I would affift him in an
hc was going to make againft one of
OUTS, O ¢ ondition that he " thould allow
ain mm with other advantages ?
after ha‘.mn‘ received my anfwer, he
fhould propofe to me to enter into a permanent
f 1dthip with him?
eftions ;mpcargd to me, to be the work
'"':;11;:‘10; though he would never a
that they fgrung from his brain.—N
as follows :
having a very long wveyage to make, I
leave any of my pe op]c bui'n(‘ me.
it was in my power to bring armed
nd cannon along with me ; but that the
one thoufand men, would coft one
" five hundrcd pounds ()f gold ; and the
iintainance of fuch a body of rloom, would coft
tly, five hundred pounds of gold.
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3. That I could procure armed veflels, fuch as
Iu:dcnnaldcél but that each vcﬂbloftwwjn}fguns,
\vouhlaﬂlﬁﬁy pounds of gold.

4. That I thould accept the commiffion of the
province of Havanglin, fuch as he was defirous of
beftowing it ; on condition that I fhould fupport
him againft the Chinefe, until they were driven
nutofIHS(M“nunons; qnatnu he Thould veft the
property of his kingdom in me

5. That though the feafon plcfld my departure,
yet, with aview to teftify my attachment to tl 1€
‘Huncc Huapo, I fhould be rcady to afflift | him in
his military operations, without demanding any
recompence, except \vhqt he tfhould vol Jntlﬁi
pleafe to beftow upon my companions.

6. That 1 was 1eldy to conclude a treaty of
friendthip with him, and hoped, that, provided he
acted with as much ﬁncul'y as myfclt, I ‘thould
{oon fee him fovereign of the whole ifland of For-
mofa, and in a fituation to avenge himfelf and fa-
mily on the Emperor of (‘hnn for the perfecuti-
ons they had formerly fuffered from that poten-
tate.

The Prince having liftened with the greateft at-
tention to my rep‘um, caufed  them to be written
upon a paper, on which I perceived that his de-
mands. were likewife written. He then caufed the
queftion to be put to me, whether myefolution
was invariable ; and upon my an{weringtin the af-
firmative, hepropoﬁx1L01111 thcccuﬂnonyoftne
oath; to which I confented with all my heart. Dur-
ing the time the preparations were making, I em-
braced the opportunity of prefenting him' with a
fabre, and a pair of choice phdﬂm T'did the fame
to hxs Generaliflimo, and bc«“ﬁcd he would diftri-
bute the others to the moft diftinguithed officers of
the army.

et \(

Soon
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Soon afterwards the Prince informed me that all
was in readinefs, and went out with me. We ap-
proached a {fmall fire, upon which we threw feve-
ral pieces of wood. A cenfer was then given to me,
and another to him. Thefe were filled with light-
ed wood, upon which we threw incenfe; and
turning towards the Eaft, we made feveral fumi-
gations. After the ceremony, the General read
the queftions, and my anfwers; and whenever he
paufed, we turned towards the Eaft, and repeated
the fumigation. =~ At the end of the reading, the
Prince pronounced imprecations and maledictions
upon him who fhould break the treaty of friend-
thip between us; and Don Hieronimo directed me
to do the fame, and afterwards interpreted my
words. After this we threw our fire upon the

round, and thruft our fabres in the ground up te
the hilts. The affiftants immediately brought a
quantity of large ftones, with which they covered
our arms, and the Prince then embraced me, and
declared that he acknowledged me as his bro-
ther.

On our return to his tent, he caufed a complete
habit, made according to the fafhion of the coun-
try, to be brought, with which I was cloathed ;
and in this manner we fet out for the camp of the
Prince, where we were received with every de-
monftration of joy. On our arrival at his tent,
dinner was ferved up in a more plentiful manner
than ufual; and as the Prince had requefted the
company of my officers, I caufed them all to at-
tend, except Mr. Baturin, who commanded in my
abfence. During the whole time of our meal, our
ears were ftunned witha very noify kind of mufic,
and the continued beating of drums. At our ri-
fing from table, I was not a little {furprized to fee
the two pieces of cannon planted at the entrance
of the camp. But Mr. Wyndbladth informed

me,
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me, that my aflociates had paid the Prince the com-
pliment of placing them there ; at which he was ex-
ceedingly well fatisfied. At four o’clock, all the
principal officers being affembled, with t}}e Bamini
at their head, the Prince fpoke to them for a long
time ; and after having ended his difcourfe, he dif-
mifled them. Half an hour afterwards, the Prince
and myfelf accompanied by the Spaniard, mounted
our horfes, and pafled through the camp ; where I
was faluted by all the officers. The manner of
{alutation confifted in each officer touching with
his left hand, the {tirrup of him whom he fa-
luted. @When we had made {feveral turns in
the camp, we returned to the Prince’s tent,
who urged me to come to a determination to
accompany him in his enterprize; and, as I
had refolved to affift him, I thought it proper to
make fome enquiries into the fubje&. The in-
formation I received was as follows: The Prince
Hapualingo, Sovereign of a neighbouring terri-
tory, who was allied and tributary to the Chinefe,
had demanded, in confequence of a private quar-
rel of individuals, that Huapo fhould put feveral
of his own. fubjets to death? and as Huapo did
not chufe to comply with his withes, he made war
upon him, inwhich Huapo was not fuccefsful, but
was condtrained at laft to pay a confiderable fine to
Hapuafingo : and though he had fulfilled the trea-
ty, yet the Chinefe Governor demanded a further
reimburfement, on pretence of the expences he had
been at in bringing his troops into the field ; and
upon this plea the Chinefe, with the afliftance of
Hapuafingo, had ufurped one of his fineft and moft
fertile provinces. That, confidering the prefent as
a favourable moment to avenge himfelf on his
neighbour, and the Chinefe, he hoped, by my ai-
fiftance, to bring his wifhes to a happy ‘termina-
tion. e informed me, moreover, that the

=
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of Hapuafingo did not confift of above five or fik

thoufand men ; and that the number of Chinefe
who could come to his afliftance, were about one

Aarmz

thoufand,
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thoufand, of which no more than fifty were armed

withagitufkets. That the diftance of Hapuafingo’s
capital was not more than 4 day and 4 half’s march
frem thé place we were then at; and that the roads
were very good.

Upon this information, I promifed my ally to
maintain his quarrel, and required no more than
one day to get ready, and fixty horfes for my com-
panions and their equipage. My promife tran-
fported the Prince with the ggeateft joy, and in-
duced him to declare Don Hier6nimo his General
of cavalry. I thanked him fot this mark of confi-
dence ; but as [ had need of him near me to {ferve
ds an interpreter, I begged the Prince to caufe him
to be declared in the mean time a principal officer,
bearing the Prince’s orders and mine, which were
neceflary to be implicitly obeyed. The Prince
promifed that every thing fhould be done accord-
ing to my defire; and then I quitted him, to re-
turn to my camp with the Spaniard. Im nediately
on my return, Iaflémbled my intimate friends, to
whom I explained my interefts and intention,
which was fupported by the affurance of our being
able to eftablifh a colony hereafter on' this ifland,
under the guarantee and friendfhip of the Prince
Huapo. But as it was of the utmoft importance
that the company fhould confent, I directed my
friends to excite them to make a requeft to me to
carry his pfoje& into execution. At day-brealk,
the effic@ of this firatagem exceeded . my expecia-
tton. When I came out of my tent, or rather bar-
tack, Ifaw two deputics, who, inthename of the
company, requefted me to permit a certain number
of them to aflift the good Prince Huapo in his war
againft the Chinefe. On this meffage I affembled
the company, to whom T reprefented, that I
thought it impropet to comply with their dernand,
becaufe it was an abfurdity for us to interfere on

fuch
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fuch flight grounds in this quarrel, fo much as to
{end fome of our number to aflift in the enterprize.
That an undertaking of this kind might efe&¥ally
deftroy all our hopes refpeting the ifland, as it
would be fuflicient for this purpofe, that the Prince
Huapo might be beaten. My {peech altered the
countenance of my companions ; butI foon revive
their fpirits, by declaring, that I was no lefs {enfi-
ble than themielves, of the importance of the fer-
vices we might render to Huapo; butasI was con-
vinced that our whole reputation in the pl

(=N

lace de-
pended on this meafure, I begged them to chufe
forty refolute men of their number, with whom I
would myfelf go upon this expedition. On this
i O i #
declaration they demanded to caft lots, and aflured
me, that they unanimouily approved of my deter-
mination. [ therefore left the care of regulating
~ . 5 O o)
the lots to Mr. Cruftiew, and nominated the. offi-
cers myfelf, asfollow :

The Left. - The Center. The Right.
Mr. Kuzneczow, Myfelf, Mr. Wyndbladth,
Mr. Bocfarew, Mr. Stephanow, Mr. Baturin,

13 Aflociates. Mr. Sibaew, 13 Affociates.
— 16 Affociates. ——
e — 15

18

After having declared and fixed this order, I

caufed ammunition to be diftributed, and ordered
four patereros, which belonged to the fhallop, to
be got ready, with fixty rounds of ball, and twenty
of rubbith for each; and with a view that thele
pieces might be more effeftually ferviceable, I
caufed piquets to be thod with iron to drive into
the ground, and provided each with a focket at top
to fix the piece. This commiffion was very inge-
nioudly performed by Mr. Baturin. About ten we
received fixty horfes; but as eight more were

Vor. II X wanting
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wanting to tranfport our patereros and ammuni-
tion, I difpatched Don Hieronimo, who brought
thenfh.# This day we dined all together ; and after
having placed the command, in my abfence, in the
hands of Mr. Cruftiew, and Meflrs. Gurcfinin,
Meder, and Czurin under him, Itook my leave of
them.

Thurfday, September the 1ft, 1771*. On the
ifland of Formofa, marching to aflift the Prince
Huapo in his war. At four, P. M. I entered the
camp of the Prince, who immediately ftruck his
tents, and prepared to follow me, after having
appointed one hundred and twenty horfemen, and
four hundred infantry to clear the way. Wedid
not halt till eleven o’clock, near a brook called
Halavith. At four in the morning we renewed our
march ; and at feven Don Hieronimo, as we were
defcending a mountain, made me take notice of a
{mall town belonging to Huapo ; but as we left it
near a league diftant on the right, I could not
judge of its extent with any precifion. Its envi-
rons, however, {feemed to be well cultivated. At
nine we halted to refreth our horfes, whom they
fed with rice ; and, after having pitched our camp
on the border of a wood, we remained there till
four in the afternoon, to avoid marching in the
noon-day heat, which was extreme.

Friday, September the 2d. At four in the af-
ternoon, we refumed our march, and continued

% Here is an inadvertence of the Count, with regard to time.
Under the date of Auguft the 31ft, are included the adventures of
three whole days, as appears by the fucceflion of the hours. It
feems probable, that during his ftay on fhore, he kept minutes of
the principal events, and afterwards divided them into day’s trani-
a&tions by memory ; and that the prefent date fhould be September
the3d ; a fuppofition, which, by including the three following days
in one, agrees very well with the Prince’s affertion, (page 48.) that
Hapuafingo’s capital was diftant only a journey of one day and a
half. v

our
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our progrefs till ten at night ; at which time we
flopped in a Vallcy where we il’cmvcd twenty oxen
loaded with rice, a quantity of fruit, and fevera
catks of a kind ()f bra ndy At three in the morn
lnfr we fet out aﬂmn, and g(‘n*m‘m(i i“ﬁ nine, when
we came to a village with a pond of water near it,
in which we crufmt fome ex ez-mL fith. As1
found this village abandoned Ly its inhabitants, 1
imagined it be on%d to the enemy; and the in-
formatlon I received from the Spaniard, confirmed
this opinion. From ths, I had no uoum, but that
Hapuafingo was apprized of our inv: afion ; and for
that reafon I fhould have been glad to have con-
verfed with the Prince. And as he only followed
me at the diftance of a march, I thought it pro-
per to wait for him.

Saturday, September the 3d. Encamped near a
deferted viilage. The Prince Huapo did not ap-
pear till near five o’clock. I took the liberty to
remonftrate with him for his flownefs ; which he
excufed, by reprefenting, that his troons being
loaded with provifions, could ‘niot march fo qmrlv
ly. At three in the morning ‘we refumed our
march ; and at half paft four, being in the van
with Don Hieronimo, we obferved thirty or forty
horfemen before us. I immediately advanced with
fix aflociates, and the Spaniard. They paid o at-
tention to us till they fuppofed us to be in’their
reach ; and then, turning about, they came on full
gallop, with their lances in their hands. Their
courage was, however, not a little difconcerted,
by the firft report of our fire arms, which dif-
mounted two of them, whom we made prifoners.
From them we lc‘uncd by the examination of
Don Hleromn"o, that we thould foon fee the main
army advancing towards us ; and that we were
then at no gre eater diftance from the capital than a
fix hours march.

(
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The reft of my troops having joined me, we
continued our march without {feeing any thing re-
markable, except fome villages on our right and
left, and a prodigious quantity of cattle. As we
were now very near the enemy, I pitched my
camp to advantage, and fixed my patereros for its
defence. About noon we perceived a troop of
about an hundred horfe, who approached to ex-
amine us at leifure ; which I permitted, with the
intention of familiarizing them with us.

Sunday, September the 4th. At two o’clock
we obferved another body of upwards of fifty
horfemen on our right ; and at laft, a great num-
ber of troops, amounting at leaft to ten or twelve
thoufand men, but very few cavalry. As I made
no movement, thefe troops began to prepare for
the attack ; and at the fame timeI put my men in
readinefs to keep up a continued fire. I was de-
firous of working the patereros myfelf ; and for
that reafon had them.brought near the center.
About half paft three, a party of about twenty
horfe approached to infult an out-poft which I had
fet. As foon as they came within reach, I fired a
few fhot at them, which had no other effect than
that of intimidating them. They foon, however,
recovered from their apprehenfions, and difpofed
their whole troop to attack me ; but their recep-
tion was fo.warm, that near two hundred were
flain. This lofs, inftead of checking their impe-
tuofity, appeared to increafe their fury. They
came on a fecond time ; and, after.very confidera-
ble lofs, were forced at laft to retreat. I purfued
them for two hours, when the approach of night
obliged me to halt.

The Prince did not come up with us till eleven,
and a council was held, wherein it was determined
to attack the enemy in our turn. At two I dif-
pofed our troops in order, and placed a divifion of

my
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my comrades on each wing, and myfelf, with my
own divifion occupied the center. At three we
marched towards the enemy; and when we had
arrived vbiy neat them, we waited only for the
break of day to commence the attack. At three
quarters after four the attack began ; but the noife
of our patereros and mufkets was fuflicient to put
them to flight. This lofs was {fo much the more
confiderable, as they had no thought of providing
for a retreat.  The greateft number retired into
the town. The fpmt of the troops of Huapo
likewife carried them before us, in which fituation
the enemy, no longer intim idated by our fire arms,
turned upon them, and began a dreadful flaugh-
ter, which however ceafed  at our approach, .as
foon as we could make ufe of our arms.
While the battle began in the city, Don Hiero-
imo propofed to fend fifty horfe to the other fide
nf the town, to prevent H: 1pu ﬁng() from cimpmﬂ
I1 I;Imcdmtcly gave orders for twenty of my aflo-
ciates, under Meflis. Stephanow and Baturin, to
perform this office ; and they were fo fortunate
as to make rlam;mngo prifoner, with four of his
women, with whom he was endeavouring to make
?»i; efcape. *This uv} ure decided the \Vhole quar-
E, for h promi fed to Don Hieronimo to com-
oly with all the demands of Huapo, on condition
lives of h .“z{ If and family fhould be fpared.
Z'len he came before me, I declared that he was
my ;}:d(mcr and that {o far from being defirous
of putting him to death, I fhould with to cultivate
his friendfl hip, on condition of hls 0‘1Vll’10” every
..‘m faction to Hu apo, who was 1/‘ 11‘1‘1tateu.
bout UCVLH, all the noife of war hJ\ ing fubfided,
} caufed enquiry to be made after Uuwo in ordar
to put hmu”mm) into his hands : but as this
Prince was defirous of being a {peQator, inftead
of an actor, he did not ret um till about noon ; at

E 3 which
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delivered Hapuafingo to him, on
'! 1e thould not fuffer any perfon: 11 in-
then I thought proper to encamp on
er fide of the town. .
day, September the sth. Incamp, near the
{i:'g'larm} on the ifland of Formofa.
I rcccivcd a vifit from Huapo, accom pa-
i, who overw helmed me with
proteftations of frie 1dﬂnp; and, as I underftood
that all the operations of war were ended, 1 de-
clared to the P‘mce my refolution to return, and
{et {ail, as early as poﬂxblc, this information was
very unpleafant to him; but as he was convinced
that he fhould not fucceed in attempting to diffuade
me from my purpofe, he contented himfelf with
*mrmtmg me to return as foon as pofiible, which
I {folemnly promifed to do. This day we 1cg§uhtcd
the ;ndf" of my departure ; and the manner in
vhich the prov /ince was to fupply me with prqvifl-
ons, p nfuum to the order of the Prince. In the
evening, Don Hieronimo reque m’fl me to leave
one of my companions behind to aflit him in his
fun&@ions. On his prefling entreaty, I pert fuaded
young Loginow, whofe brother had been {lain, to
fix his refidence here till my return, in order to
learn the language of the country, and aflift our

0"

ved the Prince’s pre-
earls, eight quintals

o1
\..

s, confifting of fome ﬁn:- P

;.' ?ix“/-*r and twelve pounds of srol:i. He apolo-
ized for the fmalinefs of the prefent, on account
(yC x}; diftance from hun“, and becaufe my prec

pitate departure prevented his making it more con-
fiderable. But with re g'] rd to myfelf, he fent me
a box, containing one huudred pieces of gold,
weighiug in the whole thirteer pounds and a quar-
ters and gave ()rders to Daminl to accompany us
with one hundred and twenty horfemen, to pro-
vide
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vide for our fubfiftence. Don Hieronimo likewife
attended me as 'interpreter' and I gave orders for
our departure at four in the afternoon.

hzeirhy September the 6th. After renewing
our oaths and engagements with the Prince Huapo,
we took our leave at three ; ; and I had the fatisfac-
tion to fee, that he did not part with us without
tears. At four we .3f’gzm our march; and at the
moment that my troep filed off, I made the Prince
a prefent of my patereros, with the greateft part of
the ammunition we lmd brought ; at the fame
time, that I requefted the favour that he would ape
point our companion Loginow, who ftaid behind,
his General of artillery. This he promifed in his
prefence. Our march was very ealy and pleafant ;
tor we were mounted on good horfes, and went by
he moft direé road ; and we were plentifully
fup\')hgd with provifion of all kinds, at the places

KJ\,\LMQA‘V', Ecptcmbcr the 7th. We continu-
ed our march through a plenfmt and well culti-
vated country, water ed with fine rivers, and very
populous, as we could judge by the fmall diftance
from one village to another. Whenever we refted,
we were furrounded by a multitude of pccplc,

10 brought prefents. Their good will was, how-
ever chargeable to us by the returns we made.
This day 1 m“dc an offer to Bamini, of part of the
gold and 1‘ lver 1 had received of the Pnnce ; but
he pofitively mfuud to accept it, faying, that l"c
was contented in poflefling my friendil mp, whic
he begged I we ould’ pr eferve till my retura,

Thur{day, uq ytember the 8th. At three, P. M.
we at length arrived at our c“mk very much fi-
tigued, and exhaufted with the exceflive heat we
had fuffered, as there had becn no rain during the
whole oi“ our excurfion. (ux eral inlmm, dftu

having given the neceflary ordeérs to the chief in-
habitants

!
]

e R s el
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g habitants of the country refpecting our {ubl fiftence,
‘ took leave of me. He embra zcd all my aflociates
one a&cz' the other ; and at the inftant of his de-
parture, he put into my hands a collar of pearls on

>
the part of the l‘rmce, and a rich tent, with a car-
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£
pet of fupe i()l wor}:mzmﬂnp.
After the departure of Bamml, I received the

coznmtulunon, of my companions, and faw with
the greateft fatisfaction, that M" ( ruftiew had dif-
p(mu of every thing in the beft manner. In the
evening. bcmz defirous of giving my companions
a mark of liberality, 1 dumuutcd among them
1 the whole of hc filver and gold by leqht and 1
bl “ : put the pur Is and the box of gold, which hau been
it privately given me, into thc nands of my inti-
[ mate frie nds, th coﬁlccm and women. When the
i "? affociates were informed, that I had iscpf noJun
fﬂi? | for myfelf, they g*}'f‘"wc” each to give me
ms, but Ire Jmu‘, and beg

i

ﬁ it fhare of their poflefli roed
“‘?', Ml them to pc*r ve the whole, and to referve their
T generous difpofition for fome future occafion, if I
;H “ {hould find it neceflary to apply to tl cm for afiift-

ance ; in which cafe I thould not fcr uple to have
il recourfe to them for a loan.
This conduét on my part feemed to elevate their

“, minds, and gave me a perfet empire over them. :
il And at this . moment I was convinc ed, that though
| i a man of genius may avail hi x.ic’:‘f of his* fuperi-
gl ority over L(u non minds, yci, an alt of geuero-
1 a proper mm, is worth a thoufand {peeches,
|

however eloquent.

After the company had feparated, no ,e*‘mﬂ'vin-
ed but my intimate friends, who endeavoured to
f;ucw at Formofa, in the

~ovrfitade me fo iy mv v
periuade me to I '

l province which the Prince Huapo had ceded to
i n%. They rcr?“ efented, that the affociates being

I s day \"mmm of sthe- mildnel: of my com-
lcuulG, and guided by the moft profound refpect
tow,ndo
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towards me, would be fufficient to form a colony ;
and that we might befides fend, by the way of
China, at fome future time, certain emiflaries into
Furope, to engage fome {fovereign power in our in-
ter c{m s Of, at all events, to raife recruits. Their
opinions were fo well fupported, that atlaft I could
make no other ob”mon than my own peculiar
interefts ; namely, that I had a wife who loved
and was attached to me by the bond of marriage,
and who probably at that inftant had a child, as
the was pregnant at the time of my departure.
But, in order to conceal my own l*l‘ivatc {enti-
ments, though I communicated as much to them
as [ thought “necefl ary, 1 did not fail to reprefent,
that a perfon on the fpot could do more than a
thoufand written meflages ; and that, therefore,
upon my return to Europe, I might reafonably
expect to obtain the favour of fome court, as we
could aflure them the greateft advantages ; fuch as
that of forming an eftablifhment in the Aleuthes
iflands, to carry on the rich commerce of furs;
to open the trade of Japan; to form an eftablifh-
ment on the iflands Lequeio ; and laftly, toiefta-
blith an European colony on the ifland of Formo-
fa, 1 U\})lcm(i my firm aflurance, that thefe
propof fitions would infure our happy fuccefs ; and
that in cafe the ]L*opcan courts fhould abandon
us, we fhould always hav eit In our power to carry
our pm,cm 1nto executi (m )‘.’ thg _[!,ttmg out of
pxw ate veflels. This réafoning at laft determined
tnm“, and they requefted pe mmhmn to explain it
to the *\"L(lc company ; for they affured me, that
every individual was refolved £6 de mand’ . my con-
fent, not to quit the ifland of Formofa
Aitcr having gained this eflential pointsd tetired
to reft, which was very neceflary tr) me; ‘and-did
not awake till ten the next mor ing.- - When 1
arofe, I received the deputies of the company,

who,

%
)1
1
1
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having been informed by Mr. Cruftiew of my

»'-’.me, h 1d p;zid refpect to t though they had
-ady madea different determination themfelves ;

for which reafon they c\m{n ed their requeft to that

of (L_n ing that I would not quit the ifland until

&

the 12th of the month, in order that they might
<

P

> to recover themfelves from the fatigues
:«;m:i difliculties t‘w‘} had undergone. I granted
e 53,3‘?"‘ 1 {o l‘Hldl the more readinefs, as

| I ¢ 3

ity U

" Ten
10 YCWdl

-ch had been excef-

> PrI -omifec t() remain on

X h - and m v C())ﬁxfcnt was fol-

PO O S PR TR R

3 Of the moit u»c:y gmti uce on

he whole company dined to-
|

| St

1lau L

tions,

nake fome excur
my part, I
notes refpedti

. =i 8 e
93 (o ?;‘:.lﬂd.

Some notions and details
of Formofa ; and the plan of formir tm I‘ umpc.m
there.
The ifland of Formnfﬁ s called the (‘mrmq
O ;1 g Hu U/ the ives | :,";' lllb’d. It 13
aone of the fineft Jl‘(i 1:: 1 i known
ld. ‘{'hc ;“(}3";, in an infinity of places ,roduc:c:s

1
refts of rice and otl a great

variety of trees, fruits, plants, animals, and birds.
Cattle, ; po';_ésry, are very abun
1
i

er C{i\.d

0
rivers, lakes, and waters, abot mdm'» with

)y great
fifl It
h A8
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has many commodious harbours, bays, and founds
onits coafts. Its mountains produce gold, filver,
cinnabar, white and brown copper; and likewife
pit coal.

The ifland of Formofa is divided into eight prin-
cipalities, three of which, fituated on the Weftern
{ide, are governed by the Chinefe, and peopled by
the {fame nation. Every year an Ambaflador ar-
rives from China, to receive tribute from thefe
three provinces, which is raifed by a poll tax ; and
the Emperor of China keeps five hundred veflels
for the purpofe of annually exporting this tribute,
which confifts of a large quantity of" rice, wheat,
millet, falt, beans, raw filk, cotton, gold, filver
and mercury. The Governors of thefe three pro-
vinces continually extend their pofleflions, either
by alliance or intrigue, in fuch a manner, that they
have obtained feveral towns and diftricts from their
neighbours.

The inhabitants of the ifland are civilized, ex-
cept thofe who live. on the Eaftern coafis. They
are of an effeminate difpofition, without any marks
of courage ; given to indolence, and are indebted
to the goodnefs of the climate for their preferva-
tion, as the foil fupports them with very little Ia-
bour. If we except the three Chinefe provinces,
the mines on the ifland are no where worked. They
are contented to wafh the fand. to extraé gold out
of it ; and if they find pearls in’ the thells, it is by
mere accident. The common people of Formofa
are cloathed only in blue cotton cloth ; the towns
are always built in the plains ; and the villages are
upon the mountains. - The houfes of people of
condition among them are extenfive and beautiful,
but plain. Thofe of the people are mere huts ; and
they are not permitted to build better. Moft of
them are covered with firaw and reeds, and are di.
vided or feparated from each other by rows of

pallifadoes ;
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noveables are nothing more than
{ i‘wl' fable. In the
vanced rooms,
rs, and divert
1 > women are al-
1 ap: ut from the hv”ig. Though

thin the cour t, no one Is per-
:‘a:'}pi’(}&ch them. In this country there

t

- travellers ; but thofe who are on a
themfelves down near the firlt houfe
¢ to, and the mafter of the houfe foon
after receives them, and entertains them with rice
and fome fleth nut with tobacco and tea.

The (mly commerce of the inhabitants of For-
mofa is with {fome Japanefe barks, who touch here,

and with the Chinefe.

In each province there are five or fix towns,
which have eftablifhments for inftructing youth i
rmumg and writing. Their characters ot writing,
and for the cxprc{h\m of numbers, are as difficult
as thofe of the Chinefe. Their pronunciation is
fometimes quick and elevated, and at other times
flow and grave. They obtain their 1):»0},«:5 from
China. There are reputed forcerers or diviners here,
who have a greatinfluence over the people. Theirre-
ligion confifts in adoring one God, and in the per-

1ance of wmd (“' es to their 1,aci;_z;fa§:4:lur:;. The
10t conquered, are governed
»s, who have an .abm ute power

f() 8

e
rinces or 2\111

over their fubjects. None of thefe laft, without
xception (»F the great men, has any property

nds. They receive the ad vantages of theis
fubject to the gi;(;d pleafure of “the Prince, as

1 gains they derive from the multitude
p .1:.\»,. Some of the principal Iiuﬂ?u, have
ny as onc, or even two thoufand. The prin-
ces always com Q‘/i\, the 1; councils of their principal
military offi and always keep their troops on
foot. aii\'imu into four, five e, and fix d vifions,

which
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which remain conftantly on the frontiers ; the body
guard of the Sovereigns confifts of no more th@n
five or fix hundred men, bor:
milies among their fubje@s. The ancient foldiers
are employed in the command of towns or vil
lages, for there is no village in Formofa which is
not commanded by a foldier, and each commander
is obliged to prefent annually to his fuperior, a lift
of the people under his jurifdition. Formofy i
ing furrounded by the fea, thefe princes conflantly
maintain a certain number of veflels, each of which
has two mafts and twenty-four oars ; they do not
ufe cannon, but make great ufe of artificial fire
works.

A plan for forming a colony on the ifland For-
mofa.

Previous to entering into the projeét of eftablifh-
ing a colony, it will be neceflary to mention a few
maxims.

1. Before any attempt is made to found a colo.
ny, it muft be previouily confidered, whether its
eftablifhment be intended to be made upon a mili-
tary or mercantile footing; and whether it be
propereit to cultivate the commerce of exchange,
of ceconomy, or of induftry ?

2. In the formation of a colony, it 13 neceTary
to conciliate the benevolence, the confidence, and
the attachment of the natives of the country,
When a fuperiority is acquired over their minds,
their own proper impulfes will render the coloniils
mafters of the country ; andin this cafe it will be
ealy to eftablith the conftitution intended to be
adopted, or to fet on foot that kind of commerce
which is propofed. The conftitution may likewife
be maintained with very little force, and the couna
try defended againit the attempts of foreigners,

3. Itis neceflary that the bafis of the colony be
military, animated by glory; for in that cafe it
may conquer, but will never be conquered.

4 The
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e i s Rl
of the principal fa-
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4. The falubrity of the place of eftablithment
mutft be afcertained, and no labour neglected that
may tend to procure this advantage fo neceflary to
humanity.

5. Itis required to make fure of the pofleflion
of good harbours, fertile grounds, and the courfe
of the principal rivers, to comprehend all the
branches of commerce; to carry cultivation to its
utmoft extent; and to facilitate by thefe two
branches the different departments of induftry.

6. In an infant colony it is proper to avoid for-
tifications of the firft order, and to eftablith the
chief place in the inner part of the country ; where,
confequently, it will be out of the reach of any
fudden firoke. In this manner, when a colony is
mafter of the country, the firft attack of an enemy,
and the capture of a poft, eftablithed near the fea
coaft, will not decide the pofleflion.

7. The multiplicity of councils, and the num-
ber of people employed, muit be reduced to the
fmalleft number, which can be difpenfed with in
the management of the affairs of the colony.

8. Luxury muft be banifthed ; but it will be
proper to eftablifh external marks of grandeur, ac-
cording to the different ranks of citizens who form
the colony ; as by this means emulation will be
encouraged.

9. Induftry muft be encouraged and recom-
penfed by gradual tranfition from one clafs of ci-
tizens to another, and by procuring to the colonifts
the fale of their commodities. The money which
is thus difperfed among the colonifts in the pur-
chafe of productions, always returns to govern-
ment in the courfe of exchanges.

10. Reftraint of confcience muft be banifhed
and prohibited for ever. Happy is he who fhall
eftablith toleration, and the belief of one only
God,.

11, A code
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11. A code of laws ought to be eftablifhed in
favour of flavery; in which, means thould be ap-
pointed to enable this unfortunate order of men to
arrive, by the force of labour and induftry, to the
rank of free citizens.

12. Population being the onl
of national force, it will be nece ary that govern-
ment thould encourage it by rewards, and pre-

] 5

ferve it by law. It will fucceed by punifhing liber-
) X . O

tinifm feverely, and by granting privileges and
gratifications to fathers and mothers, who fhall
have prefented a number of children, the iffue of
their marriages.

It is therefore on thefe principles that 1 fhould
with to eftablith a colony on the ifland of Formofa.
fuppofing that an European power fhould accept my
offers.

1. Itfhould demand, that this power fhould
confine itfelf to the Suzerainity ; and, on this prin-
ciple, it thould poflefs no other advantave
fuch as are derived from fubfidies, and the com.-
merce of its European {ubjects.

2. Conformably to this plan, I fhould require
three armed veflels ; one of four hundred and fi& y

~

y true foundation
{I:

tons, another of two hundred and fift y tons, aud
another of one hundred and fifty tons, with pro-

vifions for eighteen months.

3. And likewife permiffion to raife a body of

3 ita: . x )i
workmen, of different kinds, to the number of
twelve hundred men, with the neceflary oflicers
whom I thould chufe.

4. That I thould be furnifhed with a neceffary
quantity of arms, ammunition, and the value of
one million two hundred thoufand livres, in arti-
cles of trade, which I thould point out.

5. That for the fpace of three years, permifiion
fhould be granted me to raife recruits to the num.
ber of four hundred men yearly, and the tranfport

v

QI
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of two hundred foundling children of both fexes
annually.

6. That permifion thould be granted to all the
fubjects of the fovereign power to trade with the
new colony.

That permiflion thould be granted me to
eftablith warehoufes and factories in its colonies.

Thefe articles being granted, I would ftipulate,

1. That the new colony thould furnith a cer-
tain fum of money annually, to the power who
had protected it, as a grateful acknowledgment.

2. 'That the colony thould affift its protector in
every war, by furnifhing a ftipulated number of
{oldiers and feamen.

2. That no merchandize, or objets of European
Juxury, thould be admitted into the new colony,
except the produc or manufacture of the domini-
ons of its protector.

4. That the whole fum advanced in fitting out
armed veflels, with the ammunition and objetts of
commerce, on account of the new colony, fhould
be entered into a regular charge ; that the intereft
{hould be paid during the firft three years, and the
capital reimburfed during the fourth.

Thefe ftipulations being thus fixed, T would re-
pair to port Maurice, where, conformably to the
treaty entered into with the Prince Huapo, I would
difembark ; and, after having eftablifhed a military

oft, 1 would repair to the capital of the province
which has been ceded to me. ,

Saturday, September the 1oth. The aflociates
came to wo_rk of themfelves, and began to load
the veflel. This day Don Hieronimo entered into
an oath with me before the whole company; in
which he engaged to fupport the favourable dif-
pofition of the Prince towards me. I madehim a
prefent of feveral Latin books, and fome arms.
Sunday,
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Sunday, September the 11th, I gave orders for
our embarkment, and the natives ot the country
aflifted us \«un tim utmoft readinefs, with every
thing in their power. This day Mr. Stephanow
aflked leave to go.on fhore, which I durft not con-
fent to, as Ilmu reafon to fear the wickednefs of
his cnua&“r, which certainly might have dcz‘.r'uycd
all our credit and intereft on this ifl: and. Butas [
was not defirous that the refufal thould come from
me, I promifed to explain his with to the company ;
and promifed, that the moment they gave their
confent [wmﬂd make no objeétion. 1 gave or-
ders mr the i1mmediate u.hm’ t('m"tum of the
company on board, in the mor ning, to decide on
this affair ; but Stephanow was fc arcely gone, be-
fore I affembled a committee, to whom I commu-
nicated his intention. E Ery. individual, urged
by the fame motives as myfelf, oppofed his pur-
po*é ; and feveral among them undertook to in-
duce the whole compa my to refufe him. Iem ploy-
ed this pwqt in wn*nw out inftructions for Don
Hieronimo, and at day- bluxl\ I went on board, ac-
m)mpmmd by him. After 1 had taken a fo; mal
leave of the hmndcry, at ten | put a letter for the
Prince Huapo, into the hands of Don Hieronimo,
with uutxukuon, for Mr. Loginow, who at Lﬂ:
took leave of us, and returned on ih(lrc. Imme-
diately after his departure, the company affemble
and deliberated upon the pomixt on of Mr. Ste-
phanow. Their determination was, that it was jm-
poliible to fuffer any other perfon to go on thore
and more efpecially "Mr. Stephanow, “h() LJJ%[V\,II
{o many proofs of his evil intentions. This un hap-
py man, urged by defpair and rage, 'utw“)t d to
throw himfelf ov uno*iJ- and by his o rageous
ucpm‘tv‘\*mt, obliged me, at length, to order him

:

into confinement. In the mean lee we vwi hed
anchor, :nwi fet fail under'the"two top-fails, with
Vor. II, ¥ the

~ 5 N N
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the boats a-head, as well as five or fix of the coun-
try boats, who were ready to come to our afliftance,
as the road was difficult.

According to the Report, all the company in
good health, the veflel-making no water.

Monday, npptcmou the 12th. A light breeze
at E. S. E. with fair clear w eqth(n. When we had
gf)t to the mouth of the harbour, it fell calm;

hich obliged me to tow the veflel out by the boats,
wh s A nfh(nc{ in fixteen fathom water. At
fun-fet the wind fprung up at S. E. and I fet fail,
and ftood to the Northward, in order to double
the Northernmoft extremity of the ifland of For-
mofa. In the night the wind {flackened, and we
faw many fires on thore. Ateight, A. M. we dif-
covered two iflands a-head, w lm a ch‘umd between
them of fufficient extent, to induce me to fail
through it. At eleven, faw a large veflel ‘at the
diftance of thrce lcwucw to the N01thw ird, and
prepared to chafe her ; but finding the out{ahcd us,
I gave up the atter npt

Accotdmfr to the Report, all in good health.

The thip makum no water.

Latitude in Mr" 15' N. Longitude in 324° o8

Nind S. E. Current from S. to N. Courfe N.
N E.

Tuelday, Scptcmbex the 13th. Fine weather,
inclining to fqually. This dav Mr. Stephanow was
releafed from conﬁnemynt : and 1 dgchucd to the
company, my refolution to dire&t our courfe to
Macao. In the night the weather was moderate,
and we continued our courfe very agre cably.

According to the ch(nt allin g ood health.

Latitude in 25° 15" N. lm‘f“ﬁ"dc 1833 56"
Wind S. E. +E. Currentfrom S. to N. Courfe
N. = E. .

W wncfduy, September the 14th. Squally wea-
ther. Saw a quantity ef, water-fnakes. In the
night,
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night, continual rain, with thunder and lightning.
founded {feveral times, but got no ground.

According to the Report, all well.

Latitude in 24° 41’ N. Longitude 322° 0o’
Wind S. E. Current from N. to S. Courfe S.
W.1 W,

Thur{day, September the 1sth. Clofe cloudy
weather throughout, with heavy rain. At three,
A. M. {founded, and got ground at thirty fathoms,
fine fand, and broken fhells ; and we obferved 2
very ftrong current from N. to S. At day-break,
faw a quantity of fithing boats around us. At
nine, the coaft of China was in fight, and I deter-
mined to go into fome harbour. At ten, feveral
fithing veflels being near us, offered to fell us fome
fith ; and upon exprefling our willingnefs, feveral
canoes immediately came along fide, from whom
we bought all their fith for twelve piaftres. Two
Chinefe among thefe fithermen, fpoke a little Por-
tugueze ; and were,at laft perfuaded to pilot us
into Macao. They demanded for this fervige one
hundred piaftres ; but in the mean time, requefted
leave to go on fhore for their cloaths ; to which I
confented, on condition, that one only {fhould go
on thore, while the other remained on board.,
This agreement being made, they conduéted us to
an anchoring place ; where we came to in eight-
een fathom, fine fand and mud.

Friday, September the 16th. The pilot having
returned on board, made me to underftand his di-
re€tion to weigh, and make fail along the coaft, in
order to put in at Tanafoa; and by way of explain-
ing the reafon, he faid Mandarin hopchin malas,
Mandarin tanajou bon bon malto bon; all which I
made {fhift to comprehend wonderfully well. I
therefore made fail without delay, and ftood along-
thore. At day-break, the pilotihewedmue the bay
of Tanafoa, into which we'entered, and anchored

I 2 in
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in five fathom water, oppofite
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fhore with the interpreters.

two fables.

me In ‘r\"_n.,, a {ervice
S0 ¥

8
affociates brought "m hundred

The in 1‘prct'cr aC('u&LntLJ me,
was

there 1 |
three hundred fabl

VELS OF

a caftle, which 1

faluted with three guns, and received the fame

immediately went

on thore, and did rwt return till ten o’clock, when
he appeared, together with a M Tandarin, ,,md an
le demanded whol was; to what
nation the fhip belonged ; where I came from, and
whither I was bound ? To this I replied, thatI was
an European, and one of the nobles of Hungary ;
1ad belonged to the Rufiians, but
1avin ug taken it from ”‘Pm who were my enemies,
t now belonged to myic:f; that T came from Kam-
('f\""':'x; was on my return to Europe, and pro-
pofed to put m t Macao. The

my anfwers with a hair ]* engil
furprized to i > Hungarians arrive at C hn“l. He
afterwards afked, what I was in want of ; and be-
ing told that I nmuul freth pr(wlﬁ(ms he con-

fented that a party of my companions thould go on
party 1y comp :

Mandarin wrote

, and faid, he was

therefore 4\’&11(,(1

my{clggof this per miflion, to fend Meflrs. Winbladth
and Kuzneczow on ,Lor accompanied with- fix
of our companions, to Carry Imy pmmnts to tl m‘
Governor. They confifted in a beaver’s fkin, an

Saturday, September the 17th. At anchor at
Tanafoa, before thc tmm. At five, 1’. M. my of-

1

ficers 1Ct11rnu3 and brought word, that the Man-
darin hac Accm)tgd my pre fents with pu,u ure ; ;wd

of pore celain, with

tea. {ixc “OWS, and twelve € 110gS, with

<

f
a quantity of poultry, and a kind of arrack. 'The

different kinds of

;’"u eetr [)J&f\, ﬂlul JL me t\)\ Sy Vi€ ZV '11 k“’ W ]-(vu..ﬁ .

that the Mandarin,

te
defirous of purchafing fome furs, bu ‘*"Ictly;
foredentvone hun mi‘nd Lm*bm\ ers, and
es'yvim‘return for which ’1*“ {fent

fix
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fix thoufand eight hundred piaftres, in three cafks.
Here I had ‘nidmmul caufe to regret the lofs of
my furs. My companions likewife opened a trade
with the iJh;l.‘:;ir;mts and fold every fcrap of bear’s
fkin tht’:‘ could colle&. In the nxi_;):z.t feveral
Chinefe veflels d""h(ﬁ‘(“l near us, and my comp:
d them. ‘They affured me. tha

veral cabins, which were filled

. 1

nions v'e"t on bc
every boat had
with "";'rls, who {o
the hu“u.L, and cleaned the
My companions were incommoded by the qz;::ﬁtlty
of fruit they eat on fhore, and fix of them were
taken with illnefs.

Sunday, September
notice that the wind x

AL00 1

)-‘H 2«

d thu-; fLL VOUurs.

ouﬂ‘m to take advantag
e Ta
and after i.uumm oit

to the Soutl mmu, hich was cr:ntmrv to unv wifh
of my ,mot, who was ‘J,mlufuy averfe, to lmm;.{,

fight of the thore; the quantity of n”hm'v boats

we faw were mnamt rable ; towards the cvcning

they all made for the fhore; and as I was impor-

tuned by my pilot, I confented to do the fame. At

day-break we faw many water-fnakes 21'(;‘*“(1 us,
ta

fome of which I ¢ mf< d to be 1
eat hun. At pine it fell calm, and a
] ude was I v+ol Aux atior n, 22° “

J J
1

t noon our
Ei Ul teen of

i attributec
1

he f;)i:‘itu(:u:; ‘.;qu\',z B 1c,’ had drank.
Monday, September the 1gth. The e pilots en-
quired whether my veflel drew more than fix feet
¥ X

of w: ater ; and when linformed them that the drew
upwards of U'rht, they begged me tc come to an-
chor; becaufe at the fourth hour of the tide the
depth of water at this place was eight or ten feet ;
the under current here was (‘o'ntr;v‘y to t’h;lt at the
furface; 1 therefore anchored, in compliance with
their wifhes, and Lmtc"*mnrd to note tlm obfer-

vation
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vation in my journal, in order that more fkilful
navigators might, at fome future time, afcertain
the fat. At fi \I M. weighed with a light breeze

at Eaft, and the tide in our favour. This night
one of th women who was attached to Mr. C ﬁzrln
was brought to-bed. The Chinefe boats w,m,h
furrounded us the whole night, made a confidera-
ble noife with their oars. At d: ty-l,\rcnk we faw a
fleet, at the head of which was a veffel of prodigi-
ous magnitude, almoit entirely gilt, and hu rg
round with numberlefs ftreamers. My pilots in
formed me that it was the Canton fleet, wlnch
carried the revenues to Pekin. We counted one
hundred and eighty-fix veflels.

This day our fick amounted to no more than

’1‘u efday, September the 2oth. This day I was
attacked by a ‘violent fev rer, for which the pilots
ad‘z. d me to eat an orange, roafted in its juice,
with fugar; and a good deal of ginger; they pre-
pared this remedy for me, and i it produccd a ftrong
perfpiration, which diffipated my cmr‘pmmt.
Meflrs. Winbladth, “aturll, Gurcfinin, and Kuz-
neczow, with twelve others, were affeéted in the
fame manner, At eight, l’ M. Mr. Sibaew ac-
quainted me, that Mr, btcph mnow taking advan-
tage of my mdlkpouh\)n, had formed a party ; but
as he could not yet fay what their intentions were,
he promifed to watc ‘1 t lCil‘ motions, Sibaew had
ibnrcc]v finithed his (m.», before I heard a
yoard, I wcnt ()ut of my cabin, where I
Cruftiew engaged in a quarrel with
Stephanow. I'gaveorders to feize thelatter ; and
fter receiving the information, that this wretch

1 propofed to the con npany, ta fign an a& of
complaint againft me, to be de livered to 1}.< Go-
vernor of Macao on our arrival, T ordered him

bc
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be put in irons. This day we had twenty-two
fick.

Wednefday, September the 21ft. About fix,
P. M. anchored among the iflands, called La-
drones, where we remained all night. At five,
A. M. weighed, and at ten the pilots thewed me
an ifland, which they called Omy; and at laft
12de me underftand, that Omv is the Chinefe
name for Macao. At half paft el even we faw the
ron, and the LorLngu fe colours di An Cm At
noon, being oppofite the fort, I fal ,tcd it with
twelve guns.

lhu}ida) September the 22d. At half 1‘“ﬂ
one, P. M. we wer fL 'c::tcring the harbour,
Ahﬂre we faw 1 \cml vellels at anchor. At two,,
in pafling the pafs, * I was hailed to come to an-
chor; but as I did not think it neceflary to lofe
time in fuperfluous ceremonies, I entered the har-
bour, and anchored at laft, near a frigate of forty
guns, in four fathoms water. As foon as I had
brought to, I faluted the Admiral’s colours with
twbnty f()ur guns, and he :‘mwcrwI with tw c-\ S

I went on ﬂl()!‘C]lef“} ately after, and '
near the Commodore Ip 1id E;l n a vilit. _
arrival at the (;uvcm(n s, I was introduced into
the hall, which I found full of priefts and monks ;
among whom 1 pcvu‘lvci feveral negroes of the
Canary iflands. After fome time, t "m‘ Governor,
M. de Saldagna, arrived, and r\.g:i ved me with tl-"
greateft po litenefs. When 1 had acquainted him
with my misfortunes and my delis 'f:‘:ancc, he gave
me permiffion to hire houfes in the town, to ac-
commodate my people, till I could find a favoura-
ble opportunity of conveying them to Europe.
Several perfons of the m ;l racy, who were pre
fent, exprefled fome fufpicions of me; for which

"‘—*O

IJAQ/’ it ul u.// I ({

(&)
=
O
>
—
=]
D
=
£




72 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS' OF

4

rcafon, to prevent debates, I thought proper to
put my wveflel as a depofit, in the hands of the
Governor ; referving only for each of my compa-
nions, the ncccﬂvv arms, fuch as guns, piftols,
and fwords , which I hm’\wfo depofited in the caf-
tle. After L’l s convention, the ﬁm'& ernor charged
M. Hifs, 2 gentleman of ]r nch extraétion, but
'fit led at l\muo for fome years, to aflift me in my
affairs, and ferve as interpreter. At fix, P. M.
ﬂ”‘ guard having come on b m“i I caufed all my
pcupm to go on fhore. ]or he firft day, my
companions ledged in a public houfe, and the ex-
cc& ;z‘;*d :W‘i( Hy with which thur oevouud the

)
Thefe di{?d mducn}y, and twenty-four othcrs were
{feized with dnn rerous illnefs.

September the 23d. M. Hifs having found two
convenient h()mr“ L hired them, and went to re-
fide in them wi my r\mr):w?nnsu This day I
dined with th: overnor, in company with a2
number of priefts, who from that moment afpired
to the glory of converting my a-x‘)t iates to. 1lw 1\(

man uh'won.

O

my people commodio md an apart-
ment (,()1‘:‘1: catly fitted up for myfelf ; the Gover-

‘m“”t ure out of his own

rin making vifits to the

nor having fi \,;‘«m {,u

o)
11 N ‘

{

f

Vel
principal in

1 "
dathe myr

ho ' acconnte weres
the accounts wei
{timated at eight th

On

A4k
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On the 24th, I received vifits from the Gover-
nor, and the principal men of the town, as well
@‘ tr ym the Bifhop, accompanied with the different
religious orders : thefe all together, accompanied
me to the [ n()ppo or Chinefe G vernor, who re

galed us with tea and { mut' 1eats : this rhw Jn’cc
more of my aflociates diec I, and their converfion
was pubhﬂlt"d th"omr nout the town. In the even-
ing, a Dominicai 1m’1c{t, and friend of the Gover-

nor, named Zunitta, came to me, and offered eve-
ry 1ﬂu‘t ance in his power ; and as I thought I

pafla)

might difpofe of my furs b} his afl titance, I pro-
pofed the bufinefs fo him, and hc confented to
take them. lthcrc‘(w‘ﬂ put into his hands four
hundred and eighty dozen ermines ; and he agreed
to pay me for each beaver fifty puxmu, for each
fable fix maitru, and for every dozen of ermines
eight piaftres ; w hich produced the fum of twen-
ty-elgut thou-and four hundred and fortvnnﬁrcx :
the whole, and on ly remains of fo confiderable
a fortune, as I had brought from Kamchatka! a
{canty pittance, fc: g to pay the expences
of putting into Macao.

This day, likewife, I gave orders to releafe Mr.

Su:pf‘l;mow from his confinemen t, Izgwlng received
a formal apology on his part : the town made me,
on the fame ('i';w7 a prefent of one thoufand piaftres

in gold, with forty-two pieces of blue cloth, and
g K (52

® g oy | e i . S a w3 3y &
welve pieces of black fattin: thei; prefent was

accompanied with a req eflt, h.,u [ woulu (‘C')fmi
a m'v"ﬂF my f:-um‘.:ti in their archives. 1

the de P 1*1';:,3, 1
extract, as I cot 1.<f. not aét {c
0{' my own inter

merit of my nzzmu"”"
the im‘mi; of T l¢
extraction ; anc agreed

claim the protection of
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paflage to Europe, in which he promifed me his
advice and afffftance.

On the 25th, Mifs Aphanafia paid the debt of
nature. Hu‘ premature death affeted me greatly,
and more efpecially as it deprived me of the fatif-
faction of 1*>pnymg her attachmcnt, by her marri-
age with the y young Popow, fon of the Archiman-
drite , to whom I had given the furname of my
family : this day 1 d;iphmed Mr. Cruftiew with
letters to the Dire@ors of the French Company,

contair 11ng my rec lamation of the protectlon of
the colours of his Moft Chriftian Majefty. He re
turned on the 9t1 1, and brought me a very fa—
vourable anfwer, and the 1ﬂur;mcc of my paflage,
which news was very ugccgtabm: to me.

At Macao, Otober the 3d, 1771. A certain
Mr. Gohr, Captain in the fervice of the }.ngni
Company came to fee me, and made me offer of
fervices on the part of the Directors, and a free
paflage to Europe, provided I would bind
myfelf to . entruft my manufcripts to the
Company, and engage to enter into their fer-
vice, and make no communication of the difcove-
ries I had made : this propofition, fo evidently in-

terefted, difgufted me ; but I was contented to
anfwer, that I was very fenfible of tlh, obliging
offer he had made; but that, as I had accepted
thofe of the French I;'rc(’ord, it was not in my
power to change my determination : that with
refpect to my entering into the fervice of the Com-
pany, itdid not appear to me to be fo eafy; be-
caufe it was not only neceflary that I thould be af-
fured of a fuperior ftation, but that in the mean
time all my people {hould be pr()Vu,lLd for ;
and that our common lot, and the execution
of  feveral projeéts thould be fecured. My
anfwer iurprizcai Mt. Gohr, who took his
leave in -an Taffected manner : the moment

after
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after his departure, I learned that Mr. Stepha-
now had accompanied him 3 and from thence I
inferred, that I thould ftill fin Llc"' caufes of dif-
content on his part, which a ordingly happened,
as will appear in the fequel.

On the 4th of October, I received a letter from
Mroy B2 IT"ureuA, Dir ccaor * for the Dutch Com.
pany. He fent me a prefent of cloth, ’m“e, beer,
br'md), falt p ‘.1110:‘9, and two th(w:.zr‘:. pia {chs.
His letter an d prc‘cnm were ac»conmam\.,d with the
offer of a  paf flage for me to Batav ia, and the aﬂhr-
ance that I thould be received into the C .0mpany’s
fervice. But, as he made the fame propofal as the
Englifh, T refufed thc acceptance of ‘his prefents,
exccpt the liquors.

On the 6th, Mr. Jacl kfon, an Eng
eftablithed at “\Aamo. arri '“'i with M

renewed hu DIOPONL-HIH made {\j* {
fthewed me full powers, figned by the fm<"h h Coun.
cil at Canton, to rc:vu{‘fm the' conditions of mvy

engagement, 11111 to offera m*/'f’n* of fifteen eru]-.
{and guineas: the firft ﬁ,:g qua non was, tmt the
(Jompanv in confideratinn mf my confs
anufcripts, -and - enter kzx; into rLur
{hou!d grant- me a penfion of four

b

i

p()un.d, fterling, reverfible to my  children ; and
£

1§

that thev {1 mulu {ettle on each officer a2« penfion of
} o

one hundred pounds, and e:&ch affociate thirty
pounds ; 3 and that tncv thould <w me every 3{;
{iftance in forming effablithments beyond' China.
On this firft condition  the Ple nnm'c

1;11<)w}cug d, tha i

it they had not fuflic 16 32
e 1 J Jisaan o L oares s
ty to conclude with me, and retired, after begoing
that I would well confider their offers + thi '
1

: 1 e
inor ii lf‘ LS.
3 I\_) th

o ",\-,,,N e i & I L .
Englith gen lp nen had been with him, and that

¥ Or Supercarga;
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he thought feveral of my aflociates were gained
by the ;,1.0‘111. In faét, thefe gentlemen, p‘qucd
at their want of fuccefs, udw cmbnruhn‘.uns
among my pcot“ e, in whx:n Mr. Stephanow was
of \mm‘ erful fervice to them.

On the 12th, I received a letter from Mr. de

~

Robien, Dire@or of the French C lompany at Can-
ton, wherein he informed me that two of the
hips, the Dauphin and the l.:ivcrdi,
were *‘Ldy to receive me and all my people on
board : the {fame day Mr. Kuzneczow informed
me, that he had difcovered a plot, at the head of
"";ic"h was Stephanow, who had engaged to deli-
er my journals and papers to the E n“h{h, for the
fum of five thoufand pounds fterling ; and to
p"o\ e the fact, he thewed me a letter of Mr. Jack-
fons, wherein that merchant aflerted, that Mefirs.
Gohr Hum:, and Beg, were ready ‘to pay the
fum (ml he deliv ery of all my papers. On this in-
formation, 1 took all my papers out of my cheft,
and put mcm into the hands of rhc Archbmmp 0[
Mitel lopolis, unperceived by any of my compa-
nions.

On the 15th, the aflociates met by my order. I
informed them, that I was aflured that a number
213 tff'w:'n were difcontented with me; for
which reafen I thought proper to declare to'them,
1 1] ! Who were defirous of iu*;«'mgtuur

fortune elfewl were at liberty to qu me= and

+ 9 A1 . = - A g LT PR L L
that - as they all icc.exwd a retribution at my
hands at the of Formofa, I thought myfelf

J

I (l I. (11" ely muup JD (‘1,\1

lhetare M
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and ch:

t o e A o YT
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of the prcfcats of Prince Huapo, was 1““"0’., a

{cheme to deprive them of greater a.:.‘»f:mi‘;l«‘fc::,
A - Py

He then excited the con npanions to throw off my
authority, by afluring them that he would {ccm'c
them a me fortune the inftant t] 1ey thould deter-
mine to pur my papers in his ,‘,z.,n{z..a, and follow

his pfn't\. I'he mhmohs plot of this wretch was
nothing extraordinary; but when I underftood
that he was fupported by Mr. Wyndbladth, my
ancient Major, the companion of my exile, and
my friend, I was incapable of fetting bounds to

my indignation, and could not avoid declaring,
that their proccuhnj were highly difgraceful ;
and to confound them, I difplayed their fecret
projects to the company, and juftified my words by
ﬂwwnw Mr. Jackfon’s letter, which convinced
them that Meflrs. Stephanow and Wyndbladth,
2

: P

L
under pretence of ibz‘vi‘n\
firous of fecuring the five thouf:
own ufe. They were higu]y
ened them ; but Stephanow preflerved a party of
eleven, w ith whom hc went t(, my | 1
while I remained in converfation wi
he feized my box, in which he fuppofed 1

i

%
my iz‘xr;:-z‘n;i::,

1y
/

o @L’
(@88

were depofited. As foon as I heard of this out-
rage, I went to his chamber, followed by twenty

4

aflociates ; and as he refufed to open the door, I
broke it down. On my entrance he fir 1 a piitol
at me, which mififed. _‘n confequence of this at-
tempt, I gave orders for feizing and keeping him
in ftrict C()xl finement ; and as it was zzccr:i}l‘xry like-
wife to fecure i‘»h‘. Wyndbladth, T went to his
chamber; but he had rctired into the garden
armed with a pair of piftols and a fabre. [ deter-
mined to thut him in, nci‘ﬂ“; convinced that he
could not get over the \\u§ s on account of their

great he lth. This whole affair paffed without the

leaft
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leaft alarm without, as the doors of the houfe were
thut.
On the 16th, Mr. Wyndbladth, fatigued by a
ontinual rain, and perhaps urged by hunwer re-
UULLLCd forgivenefs, and furrendere ed Iumfuf to
two companions I had appointed to watch him.

Having thus made fure of thefe two turbulent
men, I thought it proper they fhould be feparated
from the company; and they were therefore con-
ducted to the caftle by permifiion of the Gover-
nor : the officers of our company, ‘C;I‘%‘ defirous
of avenging themielves on the E nglith emiffaries,
played them a trick, the whole effect of which fell
upon a Jewith agent, who was feverely flogged.
lmon this wretch there were found minutes of
ropofals which he made to the companions, as
ollc ow :

1. That the Englith would pay to each aflociate
one thoufand pia i es, in cafe they would ferve the
compan 3, and put gny papers in his hands.

That in ca { the aflociates refufed to take the
}5:.-. glifh party, the company would arreft them by
force, in the name of theé Emprefs of Ruflia, to
(Lv.lvgr them up.
. That the company would anfwer for obtain-
ing the Emprefs’s paru(m for them, if they would
determine to make a voyage to Japan, and the

P
f¢

X
\leuthes l{lands.
;

:';1'0cc<:<-m(v<; cannot be att: 1"”u:d to men
fe. It was in my op inion a y, COn-
Jew, to

a violent fever,
(s to offer me an

g o G R 1
> 1118 O1f€Y \x’il, 1

- j
n¢e nouie ot my companions

i
was infupportable. Ii-u refore entruited the com-
mand this day to Mz, Crufticw, and retired to the

Governor’s,
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Governor’s, where my ilinefs continued till the
18th of November. During this period, four of
my aflociates and three of their women died. The
following is a lift of thofe who died at Macao :

Mifs Aphanafia du Nilow, *

Mefl. Maxim Cfurin, -
Afaph  Baturin,
Philip Zablicow,
Nicholas Perevalow,
John Perevalow,
The Wife of Perevalow,
Andrew Mafchinfkoy,
George Panow,
Gregory Novozilow,
Stephen Kazakow,
Alexander Ziran,
George Nolinkin,
George Voronow,
Alexis Zacharka,
Boleflaus Sipfkoy,
Laurence Chodin,
Prince Zadfkoy,
Nicolas Zarfkoy,
Cafimir Levantiew,
James Lubimoy.

The great number of deaths in fo {hort a time,
gave me a very unfavourable opinion of the cli-
mate of China, at leaft of the Southern Provinces
of the empire.

On the 25th of November, the Governor, fee-
ing my health eftablithed,s and being determined
to lodge me in future among my companions,
informed me that during my illnefs he had had
great debates with the Chinefe on my account, be-

caufe the Englith Dire@ors had informed them,
that I was a pirate, and deferter ffofi the Ruflians;

and
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and that upon this information, the Governor or
Viceroy of Canton, had ruim red the Governor
to deliver me up, or, at all events to make me de-
part immediately ; and that he had’ obtained a
delay 11” m) recovery. For this reafon he advifed
me to pretend that my illnefs fill continu ’Cr‘x, until
the time ’[hr. French veflels thould be .ready to fail.

m hi barraffment, I perceived he was ap-
prehenfive that he m ight find my affair trouble-
ome to himfelf. T therefore begged him to re
main neuter, ;m}, indertook to terminate the bu-
finefs with the viff'.mcu* m

On the 26th, I fecretly
Mr. Cruftiew to Canton
\'icuov, and a letter for
that N‘ might prefent it
Chinefe chief.

My deputies did not return till the 3d of De-
cember ; when they broug a chopp, or per-
miflion to wait upon the at Canton. This

ﬂ'snc;, with fixty-

imperial officer {ent a fupe

four oars for me zmd aufed a letter to be written
0 I -

to me, mmmiw >, that he was informed of the

i
falfity of the infinuations againft me, and hoped
)

)
,.g
Pt

"-;tfhed Mr. Hifs and
a memorial for the
Robien, in order

he audience of the

~+ *

to convince me of ce, which the Chinefe
lncv* ho\" to ren il Hm dif-
adtion

10 uie o0 1‘0
0 {0 commun l-
this fudden chan&e {urprized everv one. and

B O _ P b
Bif »“m;) of

efted, in my |

who was
5 1in doubt
Id go to

Ior 14 nLk Llu nave

7 mr: (i";y,
i ,,_,‘g h‘(, K?.x J

\v,v.m, ineo
ALLCUN S

eratiiiec vith the view of the
\:) s .

capital,
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capital, and interior parts of the Chinefe empire :
and a favourable opportunity now prefented itfelf ;
but to have embraced it, would have required me
to abandon my proje&, and defer my return to
Europe. It was not till after much deliberation,
that I at laft determined to give up my intention
of going to Canton.

On the 6th of December, my Japanef€ traveller
appeared again, having fuffered an illnefs of ten
weeks. His recovery was very agreeable to me,
as his perfon interefted me ftrongly. This day,
upon examining my chefls, I found that the collec-
tions I had made of various kinds, in the courfe
of my voyages, had difappeared; and 1 at Iaft
heard, to my extreme grief, that Stephanow and
Wyndbladth had fold the whole to the Englith
Jew. I immediately fent after him ; but the rafs
cal had retired, after his correftion, to Canton.
Mr. Sibaew affured me, that the Jew had bought
the whole for one thoufand five hundred piaftres ;
whereas the pearls alone which I had, were worth
five times that fum.

On the 7th, the Bifhop of Mitelopolis informed
me, that he was informed by the Secretary of the
Hoppo, (a Chriflian in fecret) that the declaration
of his mafter was falfe, and that the Viceroy was
angry at not feecing me. He attributed this con-
duct to the intrigues of Mr. Jackfon, and endea-
voured to perfuade me to write another memorial
to the Viceroy ; but as I thought this ftep of no
advantage to my interefts, [ refufed to comply
with his advice, being contented with being per-
mitted to remain undifturbed at Macao.

On the 1oth, I allembled all my companions,
and propofed to them to embark on board the
French thips, in order to return to Europe: they
confented, and fubmitted entirely to my orders.
Tais day, having received the apology and en-

Vor. IL G treaties
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treaties of Mr. Wyndbladth, I releafed him from
confinement ; but as I could not place the fame
confidence in Mr. Stephanow, I paid him four
thoufand piaftres, with leave to go where he
pleafed. He immediately took part with the Hol-
landers, whofe director, M. L’Heureux, expecting
to derive {fome information from him concerning
our voyage, received him, and fent him to Ba-
tavia.

On the 20th, I gave orders to make every pre-
paration for our departure, having this day receiv-
ed the conventions, figned between me and the
Captain, M. de St. Hilaire, in the fervice of the
French Eaft-India Company. Thefe conventions
were ratified by M. Robis,* Dire&or of the Com-
pany ; in which I engaged to pay the fum of one
hundred and fifteen thoufand livres Tournois, for
: the paflage of myfelf, and all my people, to
e L’Orient.
by On the 26th, having received information that
e it was neceflary I thould be provided with a chopp,
or order of the Viceroy, to permit me to enter the
river Tigu, I fent My. Hifs, as my commiffioner
for that purpofe, to the Viceroy.

January the 1ft, 1772. M. Hifs returned with
the order, which coft me four hundred and ftv
piaftres for three boats, which had been pcrmittca
to carry myfelf and people to the mouth of the
Tigu.

On the 2d, I fold my wveflel to a Portugueze
merchant, for the fum of four thoufand five hun.
dred piaftres, ready money, and as much on cre-

dit : the Governor referved to himfelf the whole
of the ftores.

MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

* Robien is the name of the Direfor mentioned page 76,
where it is writtenin the M S. in the Count’s hand-writing. ‘T,

From
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From the sth to the 12th, I was employed in
liquidating my accounts ; “nd after having fettied
every thing, I found myfdf totally deftitute.

On the 13th, I took my leave of the Governor,
and chiefs of thetown; and in the evening I em-
barked on board three f:vmmms with all my peo-
plc, 0 go on board the French vJRm, which were

ppomtcd to receive us at the time of their leaving
the harbour of Canton.

On the 14th, we quitted Macao, where the
Governor faluted mie with twemy-qm, guns, from
the prmmpal fortrefs ; and, after a tedious p’maf”

we arrived at laft at the mouth of the '1"1u u; w hu
we were very civilly received by a Mandari
though he at firft refufed to permit us to go on
thore: -the fight of a purfe of piaftres, however,
abated his feverity ; which was {o much altered by
this circumftance, that he offered permiffion for
us to take lodgings in the fort. His complaifance

WwWas very accep i v)I:, for the l;lli)\ did not arrive
till the zf)d and in the mean time, I was at liber-
ty to ride Out on horfeback, accom; umcd by {fome
Tartars.

On the 22d, we at laft faw the two thips; the
rit of w thJ was the Laupmn of “"ty -four guns,
commanded by the Chevalier de St. Hilaire, on
board which I embarked, with half my people ;
and the fecond was the Laverdi, of fifty guns,
which reccivcd the other half. After our em-
barkation {ailed for the ifle of France.

On the Mth we pafled the E nglith bank, on
which we ha d {oundings at thirty-fix m“o“b, fand

1 1 {1 /
and broken {hells.

padey
—

e 6th, in the Straits, we jmnc a Spanifh
Zv;a.t\:, amed the 1‘(1;1\:‘, ; and on the 16th
, we arrived fately at the ifle of France.
G2 M~
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My arrival here was fo much the more agreeable,
as I was perfectly tired of the many queftions the
French propofed to me, refpeéting my difcoveries
during my former voyage: this voyage gave me
an ample knowledge of the predominant charaéter
of a nation, to which I fhall probably attach my-
felf in futitre.. As foon as we came to anchor,
and the Governor, the Chevalier de Roche, was
inforimed thatI was on board, he fent a boat be-
longing to the government, to bring me on fhore.
On .my entrance into the town, I was received
with military honours, and had the pleafure to be
very amicably received by the Governor, who of-
fered to accommodate me in his own houfe. I ac-
cepted this friendly offer with great fatisfaction ;
more efpecially as I hoped, that his experience
would be of fervice to me, in dire&ing my con-
du&t, with regard to the French C01.1t and Mi-
nifiry. - After a day’s repofe, the Governor invit-
ed me to accompany him in his excurfions upon
the iil mi and-thefe little journies made me ac-
quainted nltﬂ fome of mpmteicm of the French
g)uvc‘ ent, though I "H never agree to call
this efta *(‘Ln ent a colony. For the ifle of France
can never be made a any (PII’.’I more than a mlhtarv

11
1
D
LD

Fhearrival of Lieutenant Kreguelin, wasa great
relief to me. For this nw"mtm havm"r I‘LtUIIlCd
from a voyage to the Southern lands , gave
employment to all the politicians and idle
talkers of the ifland ; who before his appearar 1ce,
had no other object b ut m ylelf. I became acquaint-
ed with this oflicer ; but from what I had myfelf
feen in the North, I could not believe that he had
difcovered fuch A"lccabic countries, as he afferte
to exift on his Southern continent.

On the 1ft of April, the Captain cquainted me,
that he intended to depart on the 4th, and I got
ready
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ready my little accommodations, by the generous
affiftance of the Governor, who lent me a {fum of
money. On the 4th, having taken my leave, i
embarked ; and the Governor, with all the officers,
paid me a vifit on board. In the- evening we fet
{ail.

On the 12th, we anchored at the Ifland of Ma-
dagafcar, where I went on fhore at Fort Dauphin.
Some particulars of information I had received
from the Governor of the ifle of France, induced
me to with for more ample information, refpect-
ing this fine and extenfive ifland ; but unfortu-
nately for this purpofe, I could not prolong my
ftay, but went on board again on the 14th,

On the 27th, we doubled the Cape of Good
Hope.

On the 28th, we fpoke with two French veflels,
out ward bound to India.

On the 24th of May, we faw two Englith vef-
fels ini the latitude of St. Helaika ; and on the 18th
of July, we happily arrived at the Ifle de Croix.
As foon as we had come to, I{entan officer to
the Licutenant du Roy, at Port Louis, who per-
imitted me and all my people to lodge there.

On the 19th, I went on fhore, and was very

olitely received by the Commandant ; who
agreed to fend a courier to the Minifter with my
packets, which I addrefled to the Duc D’Aiguil-
lon.

On the 2d of Auguft, I received an invitation
from the Duc D’Aiguillon, which was brought by
a meflenger of ftate.

On the 8th of Auguft, I arrived in Champagne,
where the Minifter then was, whoreceived me
with cordiality and diftinétion, and propofed to
me to enter into the fervice of his mafter, with
] - of a regiment of infantry ; which I ac-
on condition that his' Majefty would be

pleafed,
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pleafed to emp]< )y me in form"ng eftablithmentg
beyond the C Cape. In France, likewife, I had the
happinefs to find my uncle, the Count de Benyow,
Commandant of the caftle and town of Bar, Com-
mander of the Royal Order of St. L?:'?.rc and
Chevalier de St. Louis. The afliftance of this wor-
thy relation, and the benevolence of his Majefly,
put me in a condition to fend an exprefs into
H Iungary, to enquire after my fpoufe and child.
She arrived at ‘he end of the year ; but fhe had
Lhc misfortune to fee her { fon e\'pm‘ at the inftant
~ the arrival of my courier. An event which
s the more affe@ing, as I was then in a fituation
to provide for hin V\,l’V advantageouily in France.

L2

s

ber

In the courfe cir the month of Dec ember, the
Duke d’ Aiguillon propofed to me from his I\/mcﬂ),
to form an eftabli “) nent on the 1ﬂana of Mada-

v r

(

gaicar, upon the fame footing as I Jau propofed
upon the ifland Fo nofa .t, and I at laft complied
with the defire of this Minifter, to whom I ‘fhall
be ever bound in gratitude, as well as perfonal

eheem and attachment. *

* Here ends thc fecond volumé, according to the divifion of
he Count, who has in this place annexed his abridged fignature,
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CONCERNING THE

EXPEDITION to MADAGASCAR, for the
Formation of a Royal Eftablithment on that
Ifland ; the Execution and chief command of
which, were intrufted by his MAJESTY*, to
the COUNT pe BENYOWSKY, propri-
etary Colonel of a Corps of Volunteers, in

Yo b1

PRELIMINARIES.

A S the fuccefs of every remote enterprize
{8 which is intended to form an eftablithment
of Europeans, dependant always on precife orders
and infiru&tions, as well as preparations and well-
founded operations, made in confequence of a
knowledge of the country, and proportioned to
the advantages which are propofed to be obtained,
I think it neceflary to give an account of the cir-
cumftances which preceded my arrival on this if-
land. Circumftances whichprove,thatnotwithftand.

* The King of I'rance.
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ing the very fcanty means which have been afford-
ed me, I have fucceeded in forming treaties of
friendfhip and alliance with the greater part of the
inhabitants of this extenfive ifland ; and, confe-
quently, that if I had not been, as I may fay, to-
tally abandoned by the Minifter, which was the
fource of the miferies, difeafes, and mortality, to
which myfelf and my people were expofed ; the
ifland of Madagafcar, at this day in alliance with
France, would have formed a power, capable of
fupporting her colonies of the ifles of France and

Arl ~ . 1 ] . .
Jourbon, and defending her-eftablithments in In-

dia, as well as fecuring new branches of commerce
to that kingdom, which would have carried im.
menfe fums iuto the royal treafury.

In order to exhibit in the moft perfpicuous man-
ner, the different obftacles which I have experi-
enced fince my arrival in this ifland, and to deve-
lope thofe events which by fudden revolutions have
procured me favourable advantages in forming
this eftablithment, I fhall give an account of the
original difpofitions of the Minifter, upon: which
it was ordered that I fhould regulate my operati-
ons.

Here follows the accounty:

On the 1s5th of. September, 1772, Mr. De
Boynes, Secretary of State for the Marine depart-
ment, communicated to me the intenttons of his
Majefty, to make a confiderable enterprize on the
iffand of Madagafcar, and, that his Majefty had
determined to entruft this expedit¥if to my care.
In confequence of which, be informed me of thefe
determinations, that I might take the moft {peedy
and proper meafures to earry this important and
honourable enterprize into execution.

After having thanked this Minifter for the con.
fidence he honoured me with, I obferved, that
baving no knowledge of Madagafcar, and being

abfolutely
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abfolutely ignorant of the nature of the enterprize
which his Majefty was defirous of entrufling me
with, I could not myfelf regulate the meafures
neceflary for fuch an expedition ; the fuccefs of
which would depend on orders and means, in con-
formity to which I fhould regulate my operations
with the greateft exaétnefs.

The Minifter, after having affured me that no-
thing which might be necefiary to fecure the fuc-
cefs of my miflion fhould be wanting, added, that
the intention of his Majefty was to form an efta-
blithment at Madagafcar, in favour of which, at
{fome future time, a much more extenfive plan
might be carried into execution, by gaining the
confidence of the King, Princes, and chiefs of the
country, and engaging them to put their ifland-
under the proteftion of his Majefty. Upon this I
reprefented, that in order to execute an enterprize
of thisnature, and of fuch great importance, in fo
remote a country, the intemperate climate of which,
together with the jealoufy of the inhabitants, had
fo ofted deranged the projedts, and rendered former
attempts abortive, the operations would require
well-combined dimenfions, confiderable forces,
and continued fupplies, to prevent any thing from
being left to chance. The Minifter approved my
reprefentations, and promifed to provide for eve-
ry thing; referving to himfelf the regulation of
the different details, which my miffion might re-
quire, and which he propofed to concert with me
at the end of the month.

Some days after the Minifter, having fent for
me to his hotel, informed me, that the intentions of
his Majefty were to entruft me with the command
of a military corps of twelve hundred men; and
that during the time I fhould be employed in raif-
ing themi, he would take care to give the moft
precife orders, that nothing might be wanting to
: expedite
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expedite the confiderable anlpﬂ"”‘ to which I
was invited. I reprefented to the Minifter, that
number of one thoufand two hundmd men
ar“c'vvvfi to me to be too confiderable for an en-
terpri o more was intended than
to gain the confidence of the natives of the coun-
try ; and I requefted, that the troop deftined to
accompany me to N,me.li,)af]:ar, might not amount
to more tmn th*c'“ hundred men. To this pro-

xr e 4§ Y
Lux.. WiIaere ..1\’};.A1LI.J

A 20th of ] mn”ry, 1773, the recruits be-
ing railed, I informed the Minifter, and requefted
his O""“J, and the communication of his in-
ftrultions, refpetting the enterprize in which his
Majefty defigned to employ me. He replied, that
he had not yet been able to work upon it; and

that I Lhau put it nto the hands of the firt Com-
mi.c. I wai upon the latter, whom I found bu-
fied in drawir 13‘ up the plan; but his work not be-

ing finithed, 1 could not receive any precife infor-
mation from him.

At the beginning of February, the Minifter
having fent for me again, decla ired that the plan
dr: awn out by his Commis, was not to his mind ;

1d that he left me at liberty to draw it out my-
icli". ?Es ordered me likewife to add the neceflary
demands for the execution of my miflion, and
faid, that the int cntmns of his 1‘,.“1\,‘:‘1}7 Wm; to
form at Madagafcar a fimple eftablithment, by fa-
vour. of which the fubfiftence of the iflands of
Frafice and Bourbon might be fecured, or new
branches of trade r.u\'“r be opened, and men fup-
ported, who ‘n.}x‘:;:*i be ferviceable in India in the
next war which might happe
by exhorting me to “m;t noth
all the ucx nands neceffar y for its executio
thefe part LL.;M (;{ LM ati vl

APUAE ) 1
xik)ul 9t Ll 3

cc'l;;:c.‘.;;ﬂcng
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commiffion, I continued to confer with Mr. Au-

dat, the firft Commis, who had no knowledge of
Madagafcar, but from the contraditory relations
of merchants, which were more fuited to confufe
the fubje, than to give the {lighteft information
relative to my expedition. He communicated to
me feveral accounts of Madagafcar, and a map of
the ifland ; from which, aswell as from the parti-
cular account of Mr. Johannis, Captain of a vel-
fel, who had made feveral voyages to Madagafcar,
I founded the plan which follows :

A PraN WHICH WAS PRESENTED TO THE MINISTER FOR

SECURING THE PLRFORMANCE OF MY OPERATIONS AT

MADAGASCAR.

AR GT MGl K

The minifter will pleafe to give orders for my
paflage, with my corps of volunteers for the ifle
of France, with one year’s provifion of meat,
drink, and pay.

A K AT s Gak ok 4T H.

He will pleafe to give orders to the chiefs of the
I{le of France to furnith me with two veflels of the
burden of one hundred and twenty, or one hun-
dred and fifty tons each; which will ferve to
tran{port the troops and neceflary provifions for
the eftablithment at Madagafcar. One of thefe
veflels thould remain fubjeét to my orders, to be
employed in the coafting fervice of the ifland, and
the other to return to France, in order to inform
the minifter of the pofition and fuccefs of the en-

terprize,
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terprize, with other circumftances neceflary to be
communicated.

WORT R 1L

The minifter will pleafe to give orders to the
chiefs of the ifle of France, to fupply me with
merchandize to the value of two hundred thou-
and livres, witha fupply of artillery and warlike
ftores, together with utendils for the hofpitals, and
workmen, with their inftruments and tools for the
conftrudtion of the neceflary habitations of his
majefty’s people.

KR OT: FiGeEeE Iv.

To avoid the ravages which the unwholefome-
nefs of the climate of Madagafcar might occafion,
during the time of erefting proper buildings on
the fpot, the minifter will pleafe to order the chiefs
of the ifle of France to fupply me with four
buildings framed in wood ; one to ferve as a ge-
neral frorehoufe; the fecond as an hofpital ; the
third asabarrack; and the fourth for my own ha-

bitation.

K Roir T diode bl il V.

The minifter will pleafe to join to my ‘miffion,
perfons attached to the adminiltration, to regulate
and condu& the affairs of finances and accounts ;
and who, at the fame time, may take charge of
the commercial bufinefs, while my attention is di-
refted to the forming of the eftablithment.

ARTICLE

@,

_—
&

-\
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P rat AR W G G e X VL

The minifter will pleafe to order the chiefs of the
ille of France to affift me, in cafe of need, with
men, provifions, ammunition, articles of trade,
and money for the pay of my troops.

A RSR e ki K VIL

The minifter will pleafe to fend out to me the
firt year, one hundred and twenty recruits, to
keep up the eftablifhment, until 1 can receive his
final inftructions.

After having prefented to the minifter this plan,
reduced into feven articles, I protefted to him that
I fhould fucceed in gaining the confidence of the
natives of the country, andin forming theintend-
ed eftablithment, if my demands were exallly com-
plied with ; but that, as operations of this nature
indifpenfably required a particular and ftudied
knowledge of the place, I{hould have the honour
to addrefs to him a more extended and better com-
bined plan, with circumftantial details and topo-
graphic charts of the country, and information
refpeiting the manners, laws, and governments of
the iflands ; and, laftly, a regular ftatement of the
demands proper to be complied with, to fecure the
execution of {o vafta project.

The minifter, after having read my propofitions,
approved them fo far as to afflure me, that he would

»oive an account of them to his Majefty, and that

I might depend on the whole being executed to my
utmoft fatisfa&ion. The particular conferences
which I had, during the courfe of the month of
February, with Mr. De Boynes, and the Duke

J b
™A ']!
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D’f,iguillon confirmed me more and more in the
perfuafion, that nothing would be wanting for
my expedition.

On the 19th of March, being fent for by the
minifter, I received a letter, which contained the
intentions of his m'nd‘t} concerning the forma ion
of the eftablithment of Muiam;car with the copy
of another, addrefled to the (,:ux,i) of the ifle of
France ; and he recommended to me at the fame
time, to repair without delay, with all my men, to
port L’Orient, where T fhould receive his orders
for my paflage to the ifle.of Franc

I then faw that my m iflion was in fome refpect
abandoned to the difcretion of the chiefs of that
ifland ; and th'at the {\1" iteft want of difpoﬁtion,
ftanding n their part, would be capa-

or mifunderftand
ble not only of if 'ing my operations, but even
) I >

| o
of entirely fruft ‘at' ing thcm. I made my repre-
fen atimaf the min Jhu at the fame time requeft-
ing him to chan g the contents of the letter ad-
drefled to them ; and to caufe me to be fupplied
from France with the moit indifpenfable fupplies.

His anfwer was, that there was no more time to
make any change in thefe difpofitions ; that he was
aflured of the good d fp()(itlo'l and zeal of the
chiefs of the 1ﬂe (n France, who cu‘tamw would
not {uffer me tobein want of any affiftance ; and,
laftly, that being upon the fpot, I n"ght do every
thing which IJudgf‘fl of advantage to the fervice.
He added, that he would befides provide by new
orders for tl‘e particular fupplies, which the fafety
of the eftablifhment required.

Notwithftanding this decifive anfwer, I ventured
to make new reprefentations on the inconvenience
\v‘ucn might refult from Luux du arrangement ; but
the minifter perfifted in his firft an{wer ; and add-
ed, that thei mtw tions of his mn,u:ﬁy br*mf_r5 that I
fhould repair as {peedily as poffible to the ifle of

¥rance,
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France, I could not haften my departure too much.
| t‘zcretore left him, with my de filled with the

evils and fufferings to which myfelf nud my troops
would be exp (m,d It was with a view to pre
thefe that T addrefled myfelf to the 1 Duke D’ Aiguil-
lon ; to whom I communicated the orders and

" difpofitions of the mmntf’r, refpecting my miffion,

I
and the juft fears which the p"(‘ci‘hux of my want
of {fuccefs. But the me:c comforted me with the
promife that he would confer with Mr. De Be oynes,
that the face of affairs would certainly change, and
that I might make myfelf e =afy

The followmrr day Mr. Audat, firt Commis
the marine, came to me, and 1m’or1m >d me, ri'z:.v,..-*.
the mmiﬁnr being bufi ed with important and
prefling affairs coud not confer a (lmt moment
with me, conchmn my miflion, but that he had
fent him to aflure mv, that every thing thould hv;:
done to my utmoft fatisfaction : that “he b ad de
termined to change the letter addrefled to the
chiefs of the ifle of France, and even to augment
the demands I had made - s thatl might de!mt ini-
mediately for that ifl and, as I thould foon be ; 10in-
ed by iuccour«‘ ifpatched ].,“m(‘d‘ @.} é,/)\ )
France; and that, in the mean tim >, the chiefs of
the ifle of France would fupply me conformabl ¥
to the orders tranfmitted to them *mt} the fup-
plies I nn night want before the arrival of thofe which
I ﬂlould receive 1m1ned“uc1v at 1‘/iuu<10’11f'vi
which would in future p}aCP me in a fituation to
do without fupplies from that ifland ; and, lafily,
that with regard to the le tter ”idlcf d to the
chiefs of the 111and the moft effential articles hac
been changed, in order to let them know that I
was left mafter of my operations, and that they
were no otherwife concerned in my mn“(,n than
in 1qulvm'“ me with the indifpenfable 2
might want.

~1
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This overture of the firft Commis, fatisfied me
fo much the more, as I conceived the pleafing
hope of acquitting myfelf with honour, in the im-
portant commiffion, which it had pleafed his ma-

jefty to entruft me with.

On the 22d of March, I took my audience of
Jeave ; and had the fatisfaction to hear a confirma-
tion of the news from the mouth of the minifter ;
who put the letters and inftructions which are an-
nexed to the prefent volume, into my hands, and
added the following words, ¢ 1 fhail provide for
< all your demands, and you will have reafon to
« be contented with me.””  Being thus difpatched
by the minifter, I departed for 1’Orient ; where [
erbarked on board the veflel La Marquife de Mar-
beuf.

On the 22d of September, I landed on the ifle
of France, where I found a detachment of my
corps, who had arrived before me; the reft had
remained at L’Orient to wait for fhips. On my
arrival in this colony, Mr. de Ternay, the Gover-
nor, was abfent, and did not return till the month
of O&ober; and as Mr. Maillart had refufed to
confer alone with me on the affairs of my miflion,
before the return of the Governor, I waited till
that time ; and then demanded four days to re-
gulate affairs with them,.. concerning my depar-
ture to Madagafcar. In anfwer to this, thefe
gentlemen. replied, that their objects being fepa-
rate, they would not confer with me, but each
individually. I therefore waited on Mr. De Ter-
nay, on the 22d of the month ; of whom, after
having communicated my orders, 1 demanded
the furniture and afliftance neceflary to my ope-
rations. But he replied, that no particular or-
der had been addrefled to him relative to my
miffion ; that the general letter of the minifter,
regarded Mr. Maillart more than himfelf,  fince

the
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the furnituré and affiftance ' ffood “"in" need' of,
depended on the treafury funds, which he"did’
not concern himfelf with ; that he would do-kis
duty, in whatéver related to the formation of
my corps, and would put into my hands his ma-
jefty’s packet the Poftillion, which had been for-
warded by the Court, for the fervice of my
miffion ; and, laftly, that all the reft related to
the intendant.

After this interview, I waited on' Mr. Maillart,
to whom [ likewife communicated the orders of
the minifter ; and gave him a ftatement of my
demands of furniture and affiftance, neceflary to
the execution of my miffion, of which I gave a
detail of the circumftances ; at the fame time
urging fuch reafons, as appeared to' me the moft
perfuafive, to induce him to concur in every
thing which might depend on him, and might pro-
mote the good of the fervice, on this occafion. But
what was my furprize to hear him fay, that he
was very much aftonithed, that the Court had
undertaken fuch an expedition, fo prejudicial to
the 'ifle of France; all whofe' merchants
would be ruined, if the eftablithment fhould
fucceed at Madagafcar ; where, by their concur-
rence, they carried on an advantageous commerce,
which could not be legally prohibited by a fim-
ple letter of the minifter ; but that, neverthe-
lefs, he would fee what could be done, until he
réceived the moft pofitive orders of the Court :
but that he could not avoid informing the Court,
that the projet was impracticable ; becaufe the
Madagafcar people having for one hundred and
fifty years paft, repelled all the attempts of France,
they would not fubmit at this moment, when
they were udited under a folid government form-
ed by themfclves.

Yot: H. H Such
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Such an anfwer, from the fecond in command
of the colony, confirmed ftill more the fears I had
conceived at Verfailles, that I was to be abandoned
to the mercy of a jealous party; who, as feveral
reports evinced, did not fcruple to declare publicly,
againft the eftablithment at Madagafcar, and who
had already begun to ftrike the firft ftrokes ; which,
as will hereafter be feen, have placed the eflablifh-
ment in the moft unhappy fituation.

On the 28th of O¢tober, Mr. De Maifonville,
whom the minifter had nominated to the place of
fub-commiffary and ftore-keeper under me, hav-
ing refufed to go to Madagafcar, Mr. Maillart no-
minated in his place, the Sieur Vahis, a thip’s clerk,
of known bad character ; whofe public impofitions
rendered him unworthy of a poft, which required
an equal fhare of probity and capacity. 1 made
my reprefentations on this fubject to Mr. Maillart,
afluring him, that I never would have any connec-
tion with a difgraced man ; and that he muft im-
mediately make choice of a perfon, more worthy
of fuch a fituation. He contented him{felf with
anfwering, that the Sieur Vahis was good enough
for Madagafcar ; where he had no with to expofe
people of any value, as it was fending them to
certain deftru@ion.  The indignation which fuch
a reply deferved, led me to takethe moft prudent
itep. I turned my back upon him.

On the 24th of the fame month, I conferred
again, and more amply, with Mr. de Ternay, re-
fpecting my miflion ; and gave him an affeéting
{etch of the unhappy pofition in which my corps
was about to be placed, and the fufferings to which
we fhould be expofed, if he perfifted in refufing
the afliftance I demanded. But I could do nothing
with this Governor, who publickly aflerted, that
the eftablithment at Madagafcar could not fucceed,
becaule the minifter had been fo indifcreet, as not

to
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to confult the chiefs of the ifle of France, on the
means neceflary to be employed. »

Mr. Maillart, on the other hand, continually
repeated, that the minifter ought to have confided
this expedition folely to the chiefs of the ifle of
France ; becaufe, being perfonally interefted, they
would have provided for all the afliftance which
might have been required ; inftead of which, the
orders of the minifter concerning the fupplies to
be made to the eftablifhment, being ambiguous,
hey durft not proceed upon them.

I perceived, therefore, that no other fteps re-
mained for me to take, than that of haftening my
depariure for Madagafcar, at the rifque of being
expofed to the laft mifery, and to be abandoned in
the moit cruel manner, until the arrival of the
fupplies directly from France, which [ expected
from the minifter. This determination, though
violent, was moft fuitable to my engagements, and
my fenfe of honour. I therefore overlooked all
the inconveniencies, and gave orders for the de-
parture of the packet, the Poftillion, with a de-
tachment of thirty men ; and inftru&ions for mak-
ing enquiries refpecting the place, manners, and
power of the inhabitants; in order that I might
be better enabled to expedite my operations, in
obedience to the orders his majefty had honoured
me with.

On the 7th of December, the Sieur Saunier,
Lieutenant of a frigate, and Commander of the
Poftillion, fet fail, and departed the fame day with
my detachment, on his way to Madagafcar. From
the road he wrote mea letter, in which he inform-
ed me, that Mr. Maillart, notwithftanding the re-
quifition I had made for the good of the fervice,
and the repeated promifes he had made to comply °
with them, had given no orders, but for objeéts of
{mall confequence ; and thofe not fuflicient for the

1 2 ordinary
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ordinary prefents to the chiefs. He added, that
he had refufed him a fapply of brandy, for the
fubfiftence of ‘the detachment ; and that he thould
be obliged to deliver that article out of his own
ftores.

Juftly aftonithed at what I heard, 1 waited upon
Mr. Maillart, for an explanation of thefe circum-
flances ; but his anfwer was, that the Court had
left him mafter of his own operations, in whatever
related to Madagafcar, and that it would be of no
ufe for me to apply to him in fature, upon that
fubject.

In fevetal converfations I had with Mr. De Ter-
nay, for the {feven following days, I begged him
to perfuade Mr. Maillart to comply with his duty,
in refpeét to my miffion ; and, jointly, to let the
merchants who frequented the coaft of Madagaf-
car know, that they were to fufpend their com-
merce, till new orders were received from the mi-

ifter 5 in order that I might take cognizance of
abufes, and put the trade upon a footing more
fuitable to the advantage of the public, and of the
ottlement *in particular. ‘He acquicfced in my
demand ; but upon hearing that he had merely
written, but not publifhed his order, I redoubled
my complaints ; an¢ had the mortification to re-
ceive for anfwer from Mr. Maillart, that he thought
it very extraordinary, I {hould infift on an object,
which was foreign to my department, as it related
to a commerce, which being authorized, could not
be prohibited, and ftill lefs abolithed, by a fimple
letter of - the minifter.

On the 22d, the armament of my corps not
being yet arrived from France, and baving been
obliged to exercife them with arms which had been

* borrowed, I requefted arms of Mr. De Terna
b Y’

Lieutenant of the arfenal of the ifle of France;
and after feveral contefts, 1 obtained them, and

armed
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armed my troops in 2 ‘proper manner, in confe-
quence of the care I took to get the greateft part
of ‘the arms repaired.

On the 25th, being informed that a private fhip
was on'the point ' of fetting" fail for Madagafcar,
and being defirous of feizing this opportunity, of
forwarding my orders to-Mr. Saunier and I’EL
teruby, T fent for ‘ the Sieur Vahis, who fill per-
formed the funétions of ftore-keeper, and enquir-
ed of ‘him concerning the ftate of the fitting out
of my expedition. To thishe anfwered, that he
was actountable only to Mr. Maillart, and not at
all to me’; and that he 'was not bound to attend tg
the {imalleft' advice I might give him.  This unex-
pected anfwer from a‘man, who by the nature of
the fervice was fabjedted ‘to' my orders, induced
me to- comiplain to Mr. Maillart ;' who'coolly an-
{fwered, that the Sieur Vahis aéted according to
his inftruétionsy and that T muft expeét notlling
more. - i bt

On the 23th;’ T'again waited on Mr. De Ternay,
to engage ‘him’to ‘renew 'his ‘conference with Mr,
Maillart, upon the fupplies “required for my expe-
dition. ‘But he anfwéred;-'that the minifier hav-
ing‘addrefled ‘his orders Odiretly to. Mr, Maillare,
itWas he'alone who was cliarged with their execu-
tion. I therefore waited“dpon'this Intendant, ac-
companied-‘with my major, and a captain of the
corps ; and made the moft prefling reprefentations
to' bim, By obferving, “that my demands' were
founded ‘on his ‘majefty’s ' ofders, fignified by the
minifter, and that he ‘could not, without failing
in-his duty, vefufe me fuch things as my operations
mdifpenfably required. But'his anfwer was fuch
25 I had'"ne reafon to expe@ from a man in place.
He indulged himfelf in the moft indecent obferva-
tions” on‘'my miflion ;’ and-had the confidence to
{ay, ‘that i My, De Ternay would follow his ad.

vice,
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vice, he would put a ftop to my expedition, be-
caufe the Court had not reflected on this project,
formed by a mere adventurer ; and that even 1if
the minifter thould give him the moft pofitive or-
ders, he would rather throw up his employment,
than have any concern in a fcheme {o badly pro-
jected. This indecent anfwer obliged me to quit
him without anfwering a'word ; and I availed my-
felf of the departure of a fhip for Franec; to in-
form the minifter of all-that had paffed between
the chiefs of the ifle of France and myfelf.

At the beginning of the month of December,
the reft of my people having arrived at the ifle of
France in the Laverdi, and being defirous of haf-
tening my departure for Madagafcar, 1 demanded
of the chiefs of the ifle of France.veflels-for my
tranfport ; at the fame time that I delivered to them
a lift of the moft indifpenfable things, {uch as tools,
medicines, and ‘particularly twelve: cafks-of vine-
gar, and three filtering {tones. 1 infifted more
firongly on thefc laft articles, becaufe T was fully
informed of the bad: qualities of the waters of
Madagafcar, which were either muddy, or charg-
ed with metallic matter 5 and that filtering ftones
and vinegar were the only means of irendering
them lefs noxious, as had been proved with great
{fuccefs, in different European garrifons.

On the 11th of December, Mr. Maillart invited
me to a conferencey -either at his houfe; or at-that
of Mr. De Ternay. -I mave the preference to the
former, where Mr. Maillart, in theprefence of Mr,
De Ternay, and Mr. De Bellecombe, ancient coms-
mandant at Bourbon, made excufes: for his former
behaviour, requefted my friendfhip, and.aflured
me, that the veil that had hitherto ‘covered his
eyes with regard to my miflion, wasnow removed;
and that he now knew, . that the minifter had
particular reafons for employing me in the eftablith-

ment
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ment at Madagafcar ; “the labour of which he ‘was
ready to fhare with me, as far as‘it"depended-on
the fupplies to be furnifhed by him.’ He begged
I would forget all that had pafled, and grant him
my friendthip. My anfwer had no need to be ftu-
died. The Intendant appeared tobe fenfible'of the
impropriety of “his® condud, and ' protefted, that
he was ready to exert himfelf,in promoting the
fuccefs of my enterprizei I therefore aflured him,
that my efteem and ‘friendfhip would" always go
together ; ‘and that from that moment, he was'in
potlefiion of both. This proteftation, on mypart,
was the more fincere, as’l could form'no idea, that
a man-in pofleflion of a confidential employment,
could be guilty of “fucha degree-of impofitionand
hypoerify ; butthe fequel will thew, that the Inten-
dant 'had no fuch/feruples. -+ & 2us 2id L YTI8D
On the 17th; MysDe Teinay fupplied me with
artillery and military ftores; ‘which 1wds in want
of for my departaré ; and Tfefioully fet about
exercifing part of mymen with theartillery, which
they 'managed " to“my - greatO fatisfaction.”  Mr.
Maillart, on his ‘part; took'the treafury cheftout
of the hands of the ‘SieuroVighis3’and entrufted
it tothe Sieur Senaut; whom'l was not acquainted
with.! Thefe chicfs,” fome daysiféerwards, let'nie
know, that they'defigned the veflel Le des Forges
for my tranfport,-which was ‘every day expeéted
from Bourbonj but Mr. Maillart: obferved, that
he'could fend only avery {mall part of the articles
of trade by that veflel ; that the. ftore-houfes were
abfolutely without - vinegar, and ‘that he did not
know what had become of the filtering ftones:
but that he would not fail to forward thefe by the
firft thip, even if he were obliged to buy them of
the merchants. On the laft day of the fame nionth,
I begged Mr. De Ternay to make a‘review of :my
corps, with that commiflary, I caufed my men
2 to
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to be fupplied with clothes, as: thofe which had

been fent me had proved exceedingly defective.
January the ift, 1774. Having received a packet
from - Madagafcar, by which I learned, that the
fupplies delivered: by the Poftillion were {o fmall,
that-my | detachment had fearcely three months
eatables, and that my prefence was highly necefia-
1y, becaufe fome of the ghiefs had already begun
to: .commit hoftilities ; 1 addrefled myfelf .to Mefl.
de Ternay and Maillart, entreating them to furnifh
me with a veflel as early as pofiible, 'to carry 'me to
my-place of deftination. But ag'thofe gentlemen
replied, that they ‘could not procure meone’in the
courfe-of theimonth; all thofe which were at their
difpofal being employed ;in the fervice of the co-
lony; 1 determined’ to freight a'yeflel myfelf, to
carry {uccours and a reipforcement of men to miy
déetachmentioBut, I, was -prevented from doing
this; by the proniife of -Mr. de-Ternay, who dflur-
«ed me, that I fthould have the veflel I demanded
béfore the expirationiof January. Itherefore pre-
ared my corps for their departure; but upon the
-xeport, - that fixty-thire¢ men were in the hofpital,
I-determined: to. leave ;them under the:orders of
Mz | -Maring: my: lieutenant. colonel, under. the
condult of captain-deSanglier; wntd their perfeét
Tecoverys when they were.to.'be-tranfported  to
Madagafcar without delay.  Tlearned; at the{anie
£ | time, that part-of ity troops:were feduced by the
H other -regiments ; that {fome of my volunteers-had
already deferted, and that the difadvantageous
obfervationsonour expedition had beén urgéd with
fuch malicg -and fuccels, that.part of my officers
Jad pretendéd ficknels, witha:view to delay their
depariure for Madagafear. J underflood, likewife,
that the chiefs 'of the ifle of France -had fent emif-
fariés to Madagafcar to the king Hyavi, and other
chiefs, tolwarn them-that I was.gome to deprive
them




COUNT = DE  BENYOWSKY. . 103

them, of -their liberty; and that 1 had no other in-
tention than to impofe the yoke of flavery upon
the whele ifland.

In this unhappy fituation, being apprehenfive
that his majefty’s fervice might greatly {uffer from
{o harrible a prejudice, I harangued my troops, and
particularly my officers, who, conquered by the
force of reafoning and -their own fentiments of
honour, returned to their duty, and chearfully
difpofed themielves to follow me. I then publithed
my aeparture for Madagafcar, and cavfed it to be
proclaimed, that allivolunteers, pasticularly work-
men, who might be difpofed to accompany me,
fhould come and propofe their conditions. | This
produced: a- confiderable number of ‘applications ;
but not knowing whether they were free, and be-
ing' defirous of avoiding': the flighteft offence, 1
addrefled myfelf to Mell, de Terpay and Maillart.
The firftreplied, thas ke could not give permiffion
to any ong to leave the ifland ; and Mr., Maillart
{aid, and publicly: repeated the affertion; that he
would openly oppofe any perfon’s departure who
might chufe to follow me to Madagafcar, becaufe
it would be fending them to the Lutchery. For
he faid, he had received information, that feveral
odies of armed iflanders waited for nie, in readi-
efs to attack my forces. This Intendant carried
affairs to fuch an height, as to endeavour to feduce
one of my chief officers, and to prevail on him to
fend him a full account of my operations at all

ooy

opportunities. Thus it was that this chief ex-
erted himfelf in carrying the minifter’s orders into

On the 22d, I profited by the departure of his
i -a Triquaire to fend my packets to
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the court,t The following days I was bufied in
embarking the effets of my troop; and Mr.
O | 1 . . e -

Maiilary L;}‘vmg aflured me, that he would take
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care to deliver all the articles he had orders to
furnith for Madagafcar, I became eafy. My vifits
being made and returned, I gave an entertainment
on the 2d of February on the occafion of the birth
of my fon, at the Great River ; after which 1
commanded my troops to repair to the harbour
with colours flying. They immediately went on
board, and I had the long-expetted pleafure of fet-
ting fail for Madagafcar at fix in the evening.

On the sth, the North winds obliged us to an-
chor at Bourbon, whence we departed on the 7th,
and at Jaft we arrived at the bay of Antongil,
where we anchored on the 14th of the fame
month.

As the fa&ts which I have related have no other
connection with what follows, than by the various
unhappy confequences they have produced, ‘which
originated in the want of difpofition, or as T-may
fay, original jealoufies of the chiefs of ‘the ille of
France, they may be confidered only as preliminary
to the hiftory of the eftablifhment I have formed at
Madagafcar.

A-FULL



A FULL

ACCOUNT or PARTICULARS
RELATING TO THE
ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT

AT

MADAGASCAR,

Entrufted to M. the CounT DE BENYOWSKY: from
his Arrival on the Ifland on the 14th of Fe-
bruary, 1774.

S {foon as. the Des Forges had come to anchor,

I {fent the {mall boat on fhore, to bring the
earlieft news of the fituation of my ‘detachment,
and the difpofition of the iflanders. The fhore
was lined with chlefs, who exprefled the greatelt
futlsfaéhon at {eeing me; a circumitance which
gave me no {mall plcufurc. But thefe agrecable
1ideas were much diminithed, upon emermg the
palifade which enclofed my men, and which, for
want of effeCts to pay the Llaux{s they had bCf"
obliged to conftruct themfelves. lhlb h‘uc‘ work,
at thur firft landing in an extremely hot country,
had exhaufted and reduced them to the moft dL~
plorable ftate. The commanding officer and furgeon
Were
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were both ill, without affiftance or medicines,
and under the neceflity of keeping .a continual
guard day and night againft the natives, who had
made an irruption upon my feeble detachment with
2 number of armed men: and notwithftanding
their weaknefs, they haddefended themfelves with
fuch firmnefs, that they took feven prifoners from
a chief named Raoul; but whom, by a flroke of
policy, they had thought proper to fend back with-
out any ranfom. All thefe circumftances, which
I had learned by the accounts of Mr. Saunier and
the Sieur de la Boulaye, volunteers in my corps,
had almoft entirely exhaufted the detachment.

My firft care was to ufe every exertion to give
them all the aflitance their unhappy fituation re-
quired. They had no ftorehoufe, barracks, nor
hofpital, nor even a lodging to receive me under
cover from the open. air, Thefe different build-
ings could not'be conftru&ed in a fhort time, ex-
cept by the iflanders themfelyes. I .therefore
thought it proper to negle@t no means of inducing
them to enter into the interefts of the eftablifh-
ment ; and to gain their confidence, I caufed the
greateft number of them to meet together, to
whom 1 diftributed prefents, and had the fatisfac-
tion to purchafe feveral of the huts of the country,
which ferved tolodge my officers and troops, until
the indifpenfable buildings could be got torward.

\ hutAvas erected in hafte, to ferve for my lodg-
ing, and the work went on with fuch fpirit, that
T was able to difembark the troops T'had “hrought
with me the following day. They came on {hore
with all the pomp and in the beft order pofiible,
with 2 view to infpire the iflanders with refpect,

While thefe things were performing to the beft
of my wifhes, I turned my thoughts to the dif-
charge of the cargo. . For this purpofe, T deman-

1 v Vs

ded of Mr. de Saint Felix, commander of the Des
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Forges, the invoice of the effeéts he had in his
charge. But great was my aftonithment to fee
that, notwithftanding the proteftations and bril-
liant promifes of Mr. Maillart, the vefle]l contained
little or no liquor, nor articles of trade, and that
the greateft part of the fhip’s cargo confifted of
coals, an article then of the fmalleft importance.
In this critical fituation I was forced to purchafe
the wine, brandy, merchandize, and medicines
the captain offered to fell me; and upon his refu-
fing to take aletter of exchange upon the king, as
I' could by no means difpenfe with the goods, I
gave him a bill on my own account for the fum of
tourteen thoufand five hundred livres.

The day after, February the 17th, having de-
manded workmen to affit in the works, Mr. de
Saint Felix refufed them, alledzing an order of
the chiefs of theifle of France; but as he did not
fhew me this order after I had fummoned him fo
to do, I made ufe of the authority his majefty had
been pleafed to entruft me with.

February the 19th, Ifent advice to all the chiefs
of the province of Antimaroa to repair on the 1t
of March to Louifbourg, that I might inform them
of the intentions of his majefty refpecting the ef-
tablithment I was to form at Madagafcar, and to
engage them as much as poffible in our intereft.
At the fame time I gave orders to mount the ar.
tillery, and to fecure ourfelves from furprize.
Upwards of two hundred natives were voluntarily
employed in carrying earth to raife the ground
above the level of the river, and to begin to fill the
neighbouring fwamp.

On the 23d, his majefty’s frigate L’Oifeau, com-
manded by a Lieutenant, and his majeity’s veflel
Le Rolland, commanded by Mr. Kerguelirn, having
anchored in the road, with two hundred of their
people fick, I gave them ‘every affiftance in my

power ;
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power ; and more particularly an abundant fupply
of refrefhments, by means of which their health
was {peedily reftored.

On the 2sth of the fame month, his majefty’s
packet Le Dauphin, commanded by Mr. Feron,
an attendant on the expedition of Mr. Kerguelin,
anchored likewife in the road.

March the 1ft, 1774. Having reccived infor-
mation, that all the chiefs of the province of An-
¢imaroa were on their way to Louifbourg, where
I had appointed to hold a conference, I gave new
orders, to guard againft any furprize; and the
following day I received them without our enclo-
fure, accompanied with fome of my officers, and
2 detachment of thirty men. Thefe chiefs were
twenty-¢ight in number, and were efcorted by
about two thoufand armed blacks, who formed a
circle, at the entrance of which I feated myfelf;
and informed them by my interpreter, that the
intentions of the king of France being to favour
and take under his protection the inhabitants of
Madagafcar, in which he was aGuated by a know-
i ledge of their attachment to the French nation, he
had refolved to form an eftablithment, to defend
it them againft their enemies ; and to keep ware-
I houfes, at which they would at all times find, at
cheap rates, {uch merchandizes as they might want;
[”i[ namely, cloth, liquors, powder, balls, gun flints,

&c. which thould be furnifhed to them in exchange
il for the produétions of their country, and in par-
i
|

ticular rice, which they could not cultivate too
I largely ; and that in return for the advantages his
majefty was difpofed to heap on them, I required

il only the three following conditions :
i The firlt was, that they fhould enter into a treaty
il of friendfhip and alliance with me, and grant me
i land to fix my eftablifhments ; and that they thould
“"\i} permit the iflanders to {ell lands to fuch of the
‘ French




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 111

French nation as thould be difpofed to fettle among
them.

The fecond was, that they fhould allow me to
eftablith in the inland part of the country, near
the fource of the river Tingballe, hofpitals and
ftore-houfes upon a proper fpot of ground.

And laftly, in the third place, that they thould
engage to defend the property of the eftablifh-
ment.

My interpreter had fcarcely ended, before they
all fet up fhouts of joy; and faid, they could not
doubt the good intentions of the king, as he had
{ent fhips and troops to them, in preference to the
other provinces, to fupport them againft their
enemies ; that they acknowledged him from thence-
forth as their friend, and fhould confent to cede
to me the land upon which I had begun to form
my eftablithment, provided I entered into an oath
not to conftruét fortrefles. With refpe&t to the
land T required up the country, they faid they
would  confider of it; but that they required an
oath, by which I fhould acknowledge that I had
no right over them, and would confine myfelf to
the fimple title of their friend, in which quality I
thould aflift them againft their enemies.

Having acceded to the propofitions, we celebrat.
ed the oath to ratify our union. This ceremony,
which they call Cabarre, was feconded by an en-
tertainment, in which they drank a catk of brandy
I diftributed among them. My friends then re-
turned to their own villages, where they celebrated
new feftivals, in teftimony of their joy at having
gained the friendthip of the king of France.

On the 3d, I difpatched the Poftillion, comman-
ded by the Sicur Saunier, and attached to my ex-
pedition, with orders to repair to Foul Point, and
diflodge the individuals who were endeavouring to
prejudice the natives againft my cﬁubli{hmcnt; and

to
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to affare Hyavi, the king and grand chief of the
province, of my friendfhip, as well as to make
preferits to him, and to engage him to- demand
my affiftance againft the Fariavas, with whom he
was at war. This appeared to me the moft certain
method of obtaining permiflion to eftablifhi a poft
at Foul Point.

On the gth, his majefty’s packet Le Dauphin,
failed for the ifle of France, after receiving from
me a fupply of brandy and rice, of which fthewas
in the greateft want.

On the information of my people, that the
blacks in fpite of their oaths, infulted the fentinels
in the night, and the Sieur Senan, ftore-keeper,
having at the fame time made complaint, that the
ragazines had been robbed, I gave notice to the
chiefs, that if any natives fhould approach the pofts
in the night, without anfwering the fentinel; as
had been agreed, I thould be forced to fire upon
them. They only replied tomy interpreters, that
if T killed oic black, they would in return kill ten

\ whites. The fame evening a black armed with his
Hilt| fagaye, having with othérs come near a {entinel,
fil placed before 2 magazine; and inftead of anfwer-
" ing having thrown a fagaye at him, the fentinels
i fired upon them, {lew one, and wounded two
il others. This aétion, though juit, appeared to the
w;\ natives a juft caufe of complaint and retaliation’;
|

which I took care to prévent, by removing them
to the diftance of our out-pofts. To fucceed in
this without expofing my people I propofed to four
chiefs, to fell me their villages, which furrounded
| Louifbourg. - They confented, and evacuated them
i as-foon as they were paid; andTgave immediate
| orders for demolithing them. In this' manner I
E became mafter of the whoie point’ of land, and
| my people were-lefs expofed to opportunitics of
debauchery.

On
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On the 11th inftant, I {fent on board his majefty’s
fhips Le Rolland and L’Cifeau thirty oxen, 'The
blacks, though they had retired, and were {atisfied
by the payment for their villages, did not aban-
don their defign of ruining the eftablifhiment. [
was informed by a free negrefs, that they had
agreed to poifon us all, beginning with myfelf, by
means of the provifions they might fell us. In
confequence of this, I forbad the purchafing any
thing from the natives, until they had themfelves
firflt eaten of it. This proof coft one of them his
life ; for by tafting fome fruit he offered tofale, he
{uddenly fell down lifelefs. His accomplices being
informed of this tragical event, which difclofed
their plot, fled up the river, where they laboured
to ftop the paflage by felling trees acrofs it. They
likewife fired upon a detachment I{ent to recon-
noitre them,

The following day, a chief named Siloulout,
under pretence of coming to render homage, re-
quefted an interview near a wood. This extraor-
dinary demand, together with his refufal to come
to the government, leading me to fufpe& fome
treachery, Ifent out to watch his movements, and
foon learned, that in confequence of an oath he
had entered into with the Saphirobay, to affaffi-
nate me, he waited for my coming with about
three hundred armed blacks; and that a much
more confiderable number were concealed in the
wood. To fruftrate this bafe attempt, I fent out
two field pieces, preceded by fifty volunteers, com-
manded by two officers, who marched up to the
enemy with fuch {pirit, that this great multitude
of blacks were ftruck with fear. Some retreated
into the marfhes, and the reft went on board their
boats, whence they made the moft violent difcharge
of their pieces, but without efficé. This obliged
me to point my field pieces at them., The firft

Vo I, I ball
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fi ball overfet one of their largeft boats, and killec
feveral men. Two days after this event, I was in-
formed by a female negro {fpy, that the chiefs

. O - .
Saphircbay and Siloulout, had formed with Raoul
the project of aleague with the ncig}‘nhouring pro-

vinces, to deftroy the eftablilhment effectually. In
order to avoid the effeés of {o dangerous a con{pi-
racy, 1 gave orders to my major to march at eleven
at night, with a detachment of fixty volunteers,
and proceed in the boats of Le Rolland and
1’Oifeau, dire& to the enemies camp, which was
about three leagues diftant. The troops landed at
three in the morning, and immediately attacked
them, and drove them into the wood ; after which
they reduced their village to athes, and deftroyed
their works. This firoke reftored the tranquillity
of the eftablithment ; and I went myfelf with my
major and engineer, to examine an elevated ifland
named D’Aiguillon, which is only one league dif-
tant from Louifbourg. Here 1 gave orders for
conftrudting an oven, an hofpital, and a redoubt
for defending a botanical garden at the foot of the
hi mountain of Difcovery.
it On the 21ft, his majefty’s two veflels, Le Rol-
il land and Le Des Forges, fet fail; the firft for
A France, and the latter for thé ille of France. Mr.
Hil Kerguclin left behind him twelve men attacked
1 with the {curvy.

On the 24th, fix neighbouring provinces, who
were overjoyed at the cataftrophe of the chiefs
Raoul, Siloulout, and their other mortal enemies,
deputed envoys to me, to propofe an oath of
friendfhip, and to make prefents; in return for
which, as well as to attach them to our interefts,
‘ I caufed brandy to be diftributed among them in
il proportion to their number, which was confider-
able.

On
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On the 26th, Saphitobay fent prefents, and re-
jueited peace. I informed them, that after the
attempts they had made againft the eftablithment,
it was pardon and not peace which they ought to
require ; and that I would not pardon them, fo
long as they acknowledged as their chief Raoul,
whofe infamous behaviour had been manifefted in
attempts againft the fettlement; and laftly, that
they fhould begin by clearing the river, and leay-
ing us the free liberty of navigating it. They re-
tired with promifes to comply with my demands ;
but the following day we had evident proof to
the contrary, for the river was covered with trees
loaded with fruit. I gave orders to examine what
it was, and immediately found, that the Saphiro-
bay had covered the river with tanguin, which is
the ftrongeit poifon they are acquainted with, and
with -which they intended to poifon the river,
which was the only water we ufed. I was there.
fore obliged for the prefervation of my troops, to
caufe the river to be cleared, and to fend a party
of natives, engaged and commanded by a party
of volunteers, ta encamp and cut down and burn
all the trees of this kind, which were in the neigh-
bourhood of the river. This precaution, thoﬁgh
expenfive, was of the laft neceflity, to deliver us
from certain deftru&ion.

On the 3oth, I repaired to Manambia, where I
difcovered an ore of copper on a mountain. I gave
advice of this difcovery to the minifter, having
firft prohibited any one from touching it.

April the 1ft, 1774. Several chiefs of Angontzi
came to offer their friendfhip, with a promife of
conforming to all the articles which had been pro-
pofed in the former Cabars ; and at the fime time
requefting as a favour, that a trade might be ef-
tablithed in their country. This induced me to

3 fend
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{end a Commis with four volunteers, and a quan-
tity of merchandize.

In the night, between the 1ft and 2d, having
vifited the pofts myfelf, T perceived that feven vo-
lunteers, with their arms and baggage, were mif-
fing. Thefe circumitances led me to fufped that
they had deferted, and the accounts I received the
following day convinced me of the truth of my
fufpicions. In this junéure I could make no ufe
of my troops, onaccount of their imperfect know-
ledge of the place. I therefore fent a number of
blacks after the deferters, commanded by the of-
ficers of my own corps.  This precaution was the
more neceflary, as I had already received informa-
tion, that more than fifty other volunteers, with
t+wo officers among their number, had agreed to
follow the feven deferters. To prevent this fecond
evil, I put the whole troop under arms, and after
having reviewed them, and caufed them to ground
their arms, 1 commanded them to the right about,
and inarched them off without their arms, which
| were all carried into my apartment.  Timmediately
tit caufed the criminals to be feized and bound ; and
i the feven deferters having been brought back that
\ evening, were queftioned at a council of war, in
I which one of the confpirators was condemned to
run the gauntlet, and thirty-three volunteers were
!I condemned to the works. Their defign appeared
\
|

to be that of forming a league with the illanders
‘ for the deftru&tion of the eftablifhment, and
I favour their fubfequent efcape in {ome private
I veflel.

Jn the 6th, his majefty’s packet the Poftillion,
which I had forwarded on the 3d of March for
Foul Point, returned, and gave me an account,
that the chief Hiavi, notwithftanding all that had
been faid by private merchants againft the cfta-
blithment, was earneftly defirous of my friendfhip,

a
a
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and begged me to eftablith a poft near him. He
affured me, that he was ready to confiru&t a pali-
fade according to my demands, and that he would
contribute every thing in his power, or in the
power of the chiefs, under his orders, to the good
of theeftablithment. The chiefs of St. Mary came
the following day to requeft and ftipulate a treaty
of peace and friendthip, and to enter into mutual
oaths. They, at the fame time, begged me to ef-
tablifh a poft on their ifland, and begged I would
forget the maflacre they had formerly committed
againft the French; to which, they faid, they were
driven by the cruelty and tyranny of the French
themfelves. I was convinced of the truth of their
account, and therefore promifed to forget all that
had paffed. We therefore entered into mutual
oaths, and I engaged to fend a perfon to open a
trade of brandy and effeéts, for whofe {afety the
chiefs thould anfwer upon their own lives.

On the gth, the interrogatories, confrontations,
and circumftances, relative to the plot which had
given employment to a council of war on the sth
of the fame month, afforded occafion for a fecond
council, in which the principal mover was con-
demned to run the gauntlet, another was flogged,
and thofe who were lefs criminal were condemned
to punifhments adequate to their deferts.

On the 1oth, his majefty’s packet the Poftillion
" being in want of careening, and having no pro-
vifion of pitch and tar, they were {upplied by a
gum of the country, named by the iflanders ditti
moenti, which appeared to be of excellent ufe in
thofe kinds of work.

On the 17th, T difpatched his majefty’s veflel the.
Grand Bourbon with a detachment of a captain,
one lieutenant, two {erjeants, a drum, and eigh-
teen {oldiers, to Foul Point, with prefents for
Hiavi, the chief of that province, who had deputed

his
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his brother to me to enter into an oath of friend-
{hip in his name.

On the 20th, the Saphirobay, who, in order to
regain my favour, had driven Siloulout out of their
territories and degraded their chief Raoul, came
to the number of twenty-two great chiefs and
more than two thoufand unarmed iflanders ; and
after feveral teftimonials of the moft lively repen-
tance, and a renewal of their oaths, I prefented
them with brandy and prefents, which they re-
ceived with marks of the greateft fatisfaction and
reiterated promifes, that they would immediately
bring their commodities, the price of which had
been regulated in the Cabars. The following day
the chief Raoul came to demand pardon, and per-
niffion to eftablith himfelf in his country ; which
1 granted, on condition that he thould not affume
the title of prince.

On the 23d, judging it to be of the greateft im-
portance to make myfelf acquainted with the in-
ternal part of the country, there, from the ac-
count of the iflanders, there were very fine plains
and rivers favourable to communication; I fent
the Sieur Saunier, Lieutenant of a frigate, up the
river -of Tingballe, to make enquiries. He re-
turned from his expedition on the 26th, and in-
formed me, that the river was navigable ten leagues
from its mouth, and ran to the North Weft into
the country ; that before it arrives at its fource it
is divided into two branches, each navigable for
about ten leagues. He added, that this river was
bordered with very fine plains in good cultivation,
and mountains covered with the moft beautiful
timber, which might be eafily and at a little ex-
pence brought down to the {ettlement by water.
1 was greatly pleafed with this difcovery, as I al-
ready knew that the rivers opened three very ad-
vantageous places of trade, one to the Weft of the

ifland
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ifland of Bombatok, the other to the North of
Cape D’Ambre, and the third to the Eaft of An-
gontzi, of which all the rivers of communication
difcharge themfelves into that of Tingballe. I
therefore propofed to extend the eftablifhment and
cultivation into thefe different provinces, as {foon
as I thould have received more important afliftance
than that which I had hitherto obtained from the
ifle of France.

On the 27th, the Grand Bourbon was obliged
to return into the harbour, and take provifions
for the detachment at Foul Point.

The chiefs of the Southern provinces came with
prefents to enter into the oath of friendfhip, and
egged me to fend one of my officers to dwell
among them, and eftablifh a trade. I{ent an in-
terpreter, with orders to make himfelf acquainted
with thefe feveral provinces, fome of which are
more than one hundred leagues diftant from the
chief place; and in the mean time I fufpended my
further orders.

On the 28th, in the evening, being informed of
the death of Mr. Senan, ftorekeeper of the efta-
blithment, I gave infiructions to my major to affix
{eals on his cheft, and all the magazines, and place
entinels upon them. My juft fears of his bad
condu&t were confirmed the following evening,
when we came to take an inventory of the general
ftores, and every part of the adminiftration which
had been intrufted to him. The whole was in fuch
bad order, that all his regifters, as well of entries
as deliveries, were entirely blank.

On the 29th, to haften the advantageous com-
munication, which I propofed to eftablith by land
as far as the Weftern coaft ; a communication ab-
folutely neceflary to open a trade with the coaft
of Africa, and particularly with the province of
Bombatok, which is extremely abundant in cattle

and
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and cotton; I fent Mr. Mayeur, an interpreter,
with a ferjeant and one hundred and fifty blacks,
which were furnithed by the allied chiefs, with
inftru@ions to make different eftablithments in his
march ; the firft at the fource of the river Ting-
balle, at the entry of a wood, and the other at the
coming out; to conftru&t a fort oppofite Ango-
nave, the firft village of the Seclaves, dependant
on Bombatok ; to difcover and clear the fhorteft
road towards the Weftern coaft; to enter into
treatics of friendfhip with the chiefs of the interior
part of the country; to convince them of thereal
advantages they might obtain from their commerce
with the whites ; to difcover the moft favourable
branches of trade ; to obferve their forces, their
inclinations, manners, and the climate of the
country ; to eftablith pofts of reft for fuch efcorts
as might hereafter tranfport merchandize, and
where they might depofit their effects ; and laftly,
to forget nothing which might contribute to the
good of the eftablifhment, and to give me advice
of every thing they fhould do in the execution
of their commiflion. But more efpecially, to ex-
ert themfelves to clear the roads which were moft
eafy to be pafled through woods and over moun-
tains. The Sieur Mayeur having received thefe
inftructions and the neceflary provifions, began his
march with all his people.

On the 3oth, his majefty’s Corvette le Neceflaire,
commanded by the Sieur Cordé, arrived with the
Chevalier de Sanglier, captain in my troop, with
twenty volunteers, fome clerks or writers, and
certain individuals, who propofed to eftablith them-
{felves on the ifland.

The pofition in which we then found ourfelves,
was fo much the more deplorable, as {feveral of my
officers were either abfent with detachments, or
fick ; the magazines were ill provided, and flill

worle
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worfe adminiftered ; the hofpitals furnithed with
very few med1c1nes, and we had no furgeon able

to affift the volunteers, who were enervated by the
indifpenfable works and the heat of the climate.
I had been obliged to employ them in the fortifica-
tions and in filling up the marthes. The military
fervice of the mght which our proper fafety re-
quired, fucceeded to the fatigues of the day.—
Every moment I waited with impatience for the
performance of Mr. Maillart’s promifes, but we
were forgotten, or rather forfaken.

The firft days of the month of May were {o cri-
tical, and my troops were {fo worn out with difeafe,
that for want of a furgeon I was myfelf obliged
to give them that afliftance which my own I‘cehnﬂ
and attachment to the fervice could not but 1mpcl
me to adminifter. Butl was foon reduced myfelf
to the fame unhappy fituation; I withftood the
attacks of the fever for a whole week, and the
intolerable head-ach with which it -was attended.
But at laft, being unable any longer to refift, I
gave or dClS for carrying me to the ifland D’Amul
lon for air, and to reft myfelf a little ufter my
fatigue. His majefty’s veflel the Grand Bourbon,
fet fail on the 1t, to carry my troops to their def-
tination. For this purpofeI intrufted the command
of my corps to Mr. Marin, Licutenant Colonel,
and that of the place to Mr. Marigni, my major,
and departed with my family. The change of
air gave me fome relief, and put me in a fituation
to look after my famuy, which was likewife at-
tacked by the fever. For want of a furgeon 1
myfelf bled my fpoufe with a trembling hand, and
fortunately the effe@ was anfwerable to my VVlﬂL(.\,
and reftored her to health.

On the 14th, the Grand Bourbon returned a fe-
cond time, on pretence of wanting water, though
Mr. Mangm gave me an account of a viiit tlmt

he
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he made on board the veflel, which fhewed that
fhe was provided with water for more than two
months. I was then convinced, by the manceuvres
of the officer who commanded the veflel, that he
had particular reafons for his condu&, founded on
inftru&ions from the ifle of France : bht my health
not permitting me to take the neceffary informa-
tions refpeéting it, I determined to diffemble ; and
having lurmd, at the fame time, that the Lieu-
tenant Colonel and major of my corps were con-
tinually difagreeing, I embarked with my family,
and returned to the main land, where my firft care
was to inform the chiefs not to come armed ; and
I gave orders to my major to watch more than ever
angm]c a furprize.

On the 18th, his majefty’s veflel the Grand
Bourbon, fet {: -‘11 for the third time.

My convalefcence having required {ome care on
my part, I deferred my opf*ra‘.iom till the firft of
June. I found great affiftance in the care of Mr.
Defmafures, mafter of the Bougquinville, who, in
the height of my illnefs, entered the port. Our
fituation affeted him fo much, that he offered his
fervices to Mr. De Marigni, who accepted them
with the greateft pleafure ; butI learne d, with the
utmoft ﬁ"mf that notwithftanding the attention
of the Sur geon Major, there dv‘fl durm’r my ill-
pefs, Mr. Marin, Il(,qu 1ant Colonel of my corps,
and ui‘tccn V()lUﬂl_CCI’:}. This confiderable lofs, and
the well-founded apprehenfions of its encreafing,
obliged me to aflemble my officers, to \Vlmm[
pm“v‘ ed to fend into the country, to enquire after
a more healthy fpot, to which we would immedi-
diately tranfport ourfelves. This propoutlon was
un: ‘“:"v‘(»uvlv approved ; and in confequence of
their decifion, Mr. De Marigni departed the next
morning, w nh a detachment, on the river of
j1ﬂouu.n(,, in fearch of an elevated fpot. This

day
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day the chiefs of the neighbouring provinces came
to teftify their joy at the eftablithment of
health, and celebrated a public rejoicing, in which
mufket thot were not fpared.

On the 8th, Mr. Marigni returned from his ex-
curfion, and informed me, that he had obferved
feveral fine plains up the river, at three or four
leagues diftance from the eftablithment ; but that
this diftance having appeared to him too near the
marfhes on the fea-fide, he continued to afcend
the river as far as nine leagues, or thereabouts,
from its mouth, where he ftopped at a place named
by the iflanders the Plain of Health ; which ap-
peared to him the moft proper to tranfport the
eftablithment, becaufe it was extenfive and well

fheltered, and was commanded by a mountain of

the moft advantageous kind for conftrufling a fort,
which might fire over the river and a great extent
of ground. This difcovery was very agreeable to
me, and I immediately fent a {fmall detachment,
commanded by an officer, to encamp and mak
trial of the air; and upon the good report they
nade, I fent the Sieur Corbi with a fufficient num-
ber of workmen to conftrud, as {peedily as pofiible,
habitations for us, and an hofpital for the conva-
lefcents.

On the gth, the third appearance of the Grand
Bourbon, with my detachment, having fully con-
vinced me of the motives which actuated the Cap-
tain of that veflel, who, during three months, had
not thought proper to leave the road, I difembark-
ed the troops which were on board that veffel, and
gave orders to Mr. Saunier, commander of the
Pottillion, to hold himfelf in readinefs to fail for
Foul Point.

On the 12th, upon the report of Mr. Pruneau,
employed in the adminiftration and performing th
office of ftorc-keeper, that feveral different thefts
had

(@]
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had been committed in the King’s ftore-houfes, I
caufed the moft accurate enquiries to be made;
but as they were fruitlefs, and I had violent fufpi-
cion of the clerks themfelves, I charged one of my
majors to fuperintend their conduc.

On the 22d, having received news from the Sieur
Meyeur, that he had fucceeded in opening a way
to the Weftward as far as the province Antanguin,
and that the chiefs of that province would not
permit him to proceed, I immediately fent the
Sieur Corbi with a detachment of fixteen volun-
teers, commanded by a Serjeant, and twenty-four
free Blacks likewife armed, to aflift and {fecond him
in his operations. .

On the 23d, the village of Sianie having taken
fire, which was not above a mufket fhot diftant
from our eftablithment, and whofe effeéts we could
not avoid but by pulling down twenty of our
houfes, Ijudged it of the greateft importance to
caufe that chief to fix his dwelling on the other
fide of the river, and I obtained his confent, by
purchafing thofe huts which the fire had fpared.

On the 28th, his majefty’s veflels the Grand
Bourbon and the Poftillion, being on the point of
fetting fail, thefirft for the ifle of France, and the
fecond for Foul Point ; and having demanded pro-
vifions for their people, I caufed all the remaining
falt provifions and brandy which were in the ma-
gazines, and had been fupplied from the ifle of
France, to be delivered to them ; and upon the
reprefentations of Mr. De Marigni, that it was in-
difpenfably neceffary to fend back fome volunteers,
I gave orders to that effieét ; and at the fame time
I thought it proper to fend back one of my officers,
with letters addreffed jointly to Meflrs. De Ternay
and Maillart, containing a itatement of demands
of things, which the eftablifhment could not dif-
penfe with; and among others, filtering ftones,

medicines,
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medicines, furgeons, and fome blacks, accuftomed
to the fervice of the hofpitals, together with per-
{ons capable of over-looking the prefervation of
his majefty’s ftore-houfes, n.x‘d alfo flour and li-
quors. At the fame time I demanded of thofe
gentlemen, articles of trﬂde, and aflured them,
that if I received thofe articles, I thould {foon be
in a fituation to procure them nine hundred thou-
fand pounds of white rice, and three thoufand
oxen ; and that it was of the greateft importance
to the fervice, that they fhould {fend me two gal-
liots for the exportation and importation of rice
and merchandize from the chief to the out-fettle-
ments, as well as to carry my detachment‘s, which
had hltheito been obliged to repair to the place of
their deftination by land, acrofs marfhes, which
had greatly contrlbutcd to their de frrufhon. To
thefe demands, I added that of a reimburfement
of the fum of ninety-fix thoufand one hundred
and fixty-fix livres, which I had myfelf advanced
to the treafury of Madagalcar, upon the requifition
of the officers of the adminiftration; which {fum
had been employed in purchafing.various kinds of
merchandize, with eatables, drink, and medicines,
of which the general magazine was cauwiy dei-
titute : and, Ld’cly, I obferved to Mr. De Tern nay,
that the deplorable fituation of my troop {L.M'CCI)
permitted them to perform the ordmaly nu'viccs :
for which reafon I requefted him to order me a
fupply of men, and to pa,rxmt the officer, whom 1
fent duefc‘ly for that purpofe to the ifle or E"J*ancc,
to raife foldiers, workmen, and engage with fuch
inhabitants as might be willing to come with
them.
fuly, 1774. The Grand Bourbon fet fail, and
I faw her depart with the hope, that my  prefling
reprdmutmnb would impel the gcntlemul in thg
adminifiration of the ifle of France, to take thofe
meafures
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meafures which were indifpenfably neceffary, in fo
urgent and grievous a ﬁtua*mn as ours ; and that
Ithould in a fhort time fee the fupplies arrive,

which had been fo often promifed. DBut a deter-

n
mination had been made to abandon the eftablith-
ment, as will be thortly feen.

The fame day I fent his majefty’s brig the Pof-
tillion to Foul Point; and gave prec {L, orders to
the Sieur Seunier, commander of this veflel, to
bring all the private ve ={lels he might hnd in the har-
bours of St. Mary and Foul Point, and to make
the moft accurate enquiries into the conduct of
individuals.

Our ftate of extreme weaknefs infpired feveral

chiefs, who were debauched by the Sa laves, with
the defign to break their oath. of { icnd‘hl*) and
attachment. But I was happily advifed of this by

t 11

the other chiefs, who were wlmujy attached to my
perfon ; and notwithftanding the weal\ ftate of my
people, they behaved with io much firmnefs, as
to break the meafures of thefe treacherous chiefs,
whom during the night they forced in a camp they
had eftablithed in a wood, and completely routed
them.

Mr. De Marigni, my major, whofe former fer-
vices had merited the Cr ‘ofs of St. Louis, and who
had always feconded me in my operations, was at
this time attacked with the diforder of the country.
His illnefs became every day worfe ; and I had the
more reafon to be apprehenfive for the fafety of
this brave officer, as he had exhaufted himfelf by
continual exertions. My fon likewife was attacked.
While I was thus OT)D!eﬁLd with the mortifying

refleéions, into whv h their - unhappy ﬁtudtum
tivmw me, I received information, that two work-
men, the one a carpenter, and the other an ar-
mourer, had deferted; and that they had been
feen in the boat of the Grand Bourbon, before
the
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the fet fail. . Iimmediately fent to fearch that veflel,
but they were fo well concealed, that it was im-
pofiible to find them. Jufily irritated by the vile
proceeding of the C%pmm of this veflel, who

though in his majefty’s fervice, had dared to de-

prive this infant eftablifhment of fuch neceflar y
workmen, (;1-: I was by his means without an ar-
mourer, and incapable of carrying on the work

I immediately gave advice to the chiefs of the ifle
of Irance, and determined to inform the minifter
of this proceeding by the earlieft opportunity.

My health, which had been uniettled for a long
time, now began for fome days to experience thc
moft dreadful attacks. My only fon U.mjlc Mau-
rice Louis Aunnfhh, Baron de I)cmowfk‘f, died
of the country diforder on the 11th of this month,
at feven in the morning, to my extreme regret ;
and on the 12th, Mr. De iv[armm my major, fol
- whote life [ had been fo greatly 1pprchmfv died
at ten in the m mmrg He was equally lecntcd
by myfelf, and all the officers of my corps. My
fever became every day more v1oxmt, and forced
me at laft, to repair to the Plain of Health. The
palifade (‘f Louifbourg being confiructed of flight
wood, and being too CALWL\L to be g
the few remaining hands, I had built a fort, wh
I named Fort Louis. [t was conftrudted of tl
beft wood of the country, with a triple palifade,
ftrengthened without by a flop ving of turf, and
invmd a very folid banquette, whidl : favoured ¢t
fire of our murdering pieces. It was befides for-
tified by advanced \.011\5. I left the command
of this fort to Mr. De Vienne, Frift Licutenant,
with fifty-fix men, and fubaltern officer: 5, and di-
retted my courfe towards the Plain of Health,
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with thirty convalefcents ; Whr*r. [ arrived on the
2oth of the month, and c%bh;hc a market for
the purchale of rice, cattle, and wood ; all which
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place according to my defire. In a few days

t0 recover, as (hd likewife feveral of the
vol umcms, thoug h lodged in huts, made after the
manner of the coumry, and not fufficiently clofe
to keep out the rain.

On the 23d, 1 ‘,::.ild by report, that the brigan-
tine Le Bouquinville had fet fail. ' Ih Zld purchafed
of this veflel, for c urgent neceffities of the co-
lony, effects amounl ng to upwards of forty thou-
fand livres, for vmuhI gave my bill to the Cap-
tain on the treafury of the ifle of France. During
the reft of the month I was employed in caufing
habitations to be confiruéted and the ground to be
cleared.

Auguft the sth, 1774, the Seclaves fent deputies
to rcqucit the efhbh{hment of a trade among them;
but they refufed permiflion to build fortrefles.
This rccluef’: of theirs being contrary to my views,
Irefafed to c\,mplv with it.

On the 13th, his majefty’s brig the Poftillion
returned int o the harbour, and the Sieur Saunier,
the commander, gave me an account, that on
pafling near St. Mary, he had found the Sieur
Savournin lrudln'“ contrary to the l’CDC"tLd pro-

hibitions which ha rd been u)mmumcatcd to him ;
zird having at laft thought proper to fpmk in dc-
grading t terms of the fettlement and its or igin, he
had fcized him in the King’s name, and brought
him to the bay; that he had li kewife found the
Sicur Oliver making | prep arations to trade at Foul
Point ; but that this laft had followed him to give
an account of his operations, and to juftify himfelf

by gﬂuumo his ignorance of the prohibition,

The common letter of the chiefs of the ifle of
France infor .‘u(‘ me, that having been made ac-

quainted with t rc” ing wants of the eftablith-
ment at Madagafcar, they had freighted the private
veflel La Flore, to convey ﬂolcs to us. The
general




eeneral good
thould repair immedi:
to unload, and 1
m the ifle of : 1ai
of rice of equal value to the effe@s fhe mis
bring. I was in(f)rn‘ d on t

mbﬂl% Savournin and Fayeufe, (fa.wtan 18, tnmt they

n

had not two tons on board for his m 301ty tores
in that ifland ; that the veflel was not fre 1ighted on

ount of his nm;c {ty, and that on the commry
. \Wht\,n bargain had béen concluded with Mr.

Taillart, that they thould go to Fort Dauphin,
And rmn in there to take in iu;;:hl\,‘a for the ille oL
France ; and in confequence that he could not tike
in rice, ﬂk)tV’ltll{‘L\lﬁC‘ling my {fummons for him to
take in his loading.

Juftly furprized at the proceedings of the
m{h&_ ors of the ifle of Fi rance, who by this con-
duct ‘gave me reafon to believe, that they were
u'vmsj a fnare f or me, I forbad the Sieur Savour-
nin, in his majefty’s name, to trade to thé South-
ward, upon vd ich he prc )1)0&& to pay annually to
the hnfr, the {fum of one hunuudtltoumml livres,
for the exclufive ngnt of trading f"o:n the povnt
of the bay to Foul Point. This propofition having
'lppc;‘xrcd to me to be advantageous, and for the
good of the fervice, I executed an 2& agreeably to
thc{c conditions.

On the 15th, the natives of Nava in, headed | D)
the robber Siloulor ut, came in the night to the
number of about two hundred men, with the in-

|

tention of robbing the rice grounds ; but having

a 11.

been furprized by the fentinel they fled. The fol-
lowing « hyI fent an mtbrprctcr to them, to advife
them to live in peace with us ; and not to repeat
any fuch attempts, if they withed to avoid expo-
fing themfelves to n 'y juft vengeance. They an-
iwumd my interpreter wuu their mufkets, and

Vor. II, K 'th ree
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three of the workmen who accompanied him were
{lain, and fix wounded. Upon receiving this ac-
count, I fenta detachment of thirty-fix volunteers,
commanded by proper officers, with orders to
attack them in the night, and put all the blacks
of Navan to the fword. But the chiefs attached
to my party, not thinking it proper that I thould
employ whites, took charge of the expedition,
which they fet about with feven hundred men,
well armed. To fupport them, 1ordered Captain
De Sanglier to follow them with a detachment.
During thefe tranfactions, the Sieur Oliver, who
had fully juftified him{elf, and whom I had for-
hidden to trade in any of the offices of the efta-
blifhmert, perceiving that his voyage would be
very chargeable, if he was forced to carry his cargo
back to the ifle of France, and being likewife ac-
quainted with our prefling neceflities, occafioned
by the want of fupplies, propofed to {ell his veflel
to the King, with thirty-four blacks, and fome
effects, which I gave orders for the purchafe “of,
upon the valuations which were made by the ftore-
keepers, and others employed in this fervice,
namely 3

L3
L

The veflel 305000 livres.
The flaves - = 10,200
The effects 1,600

41,800

e e

On the 21ft, the Sieur Savournin, and the Suy-
geon-major, having informed me, that there were
{-veral men on board the veflel attacked with a
contagious diforder, I gave orders for them to be
conveyed to the ile D’ Aiguillon, to perform

quaranting,



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. I31

quarantine. This illnefs proved to be the fmall-
POX. :

On the 23d, the Chevalier Sanglier, Captain
commanding the detachment I had fent againft the
blacks of Navan, returned to Louifbourg, and
informed me, that the boat which carried his troops
having been overfer, had retarded his operations ;
but that notwithftanding this actident, the troops
of the allied chiefs had fucceeded in forcing their
principal village, according to my orders, though
it was well detended by forts, palifades, and deep
ditches ; and that the neft of thefe robbers had be-
come the prey of the flames.

The following day, feveral chiefs of various
provinces, declared in their Cabar, that they would
on this account, confider the Navans as traitors
and perjured men ; in confequence of which, they
declared them flaves. The latter, on hearing
this news, took refuge in the Northern parts of
the ifland.

On the 2d of September, perceiving that my
fituation became daily more critical, and being
coutinually harrafled by the intrigues of the chiefs
of theifle of France, who fent emiffaries to Ma.
dagafcar to prejudice the natives againft me; and
having every reafon to fear, that our weak fituati.
on might encourage them in the defign they had
long taken up of exterminating us, I thought it
of the greateft confequence to obtain from our
allies a fupply of men to defend us in cafe of need.
I therefore ftipulated with them, that they thould
conftantly keep up a force of one thoufand tw
hundred armed men.

This nation have a cuftom equally cruel and
ftrange, which they have obferved from time im.
, memorial.  Any child who is born with matural
defects, or even on certain days, which they con-

4

ddvy aa tysal e % ey b 3 ey
fider as uniucky, is facrificed at its birth. Mol

>
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e conveyed to
AVING ¢ -e@ions for fum-
ag mnd Cabar, I caufed 2ll the chiefs to
0 "1 oﬂﬂ that th €y © vm‘a d notin fulur €

ife any fuch a& of cruelty. I onfidered th
l i1

Uw' appielt day of my hm from the ;1b()htmn
(;‘; this execrable cuﬂmn, which was the effect
her of religion, or ifome Very deteftable pre

lvifed bv one of the chiefs
wertom, RﬂJ(JLL,
1ad entere d into a com-

|\ Je
b w.t;on to ;‘.ﬁ‘fr I immediately fent an
interpreter to t s, toenquire into their in-
tentions. I‘v?:‘ha ( enied th 1t he had enteres

d
into the L‘\)ﬂf}i yut Raboet, having avowed

that he was the c.ji h perfon who took “the o oath,
the blacks could witl 1ty reftrain themfelves

from 1 H{';"u,g on him, and putting him to death.
On the sth, Y\,At 1'.ufzuﬁui;, which I had caufed
to be cor ‘Lhuﬂ d on the mountain of the plain I
before fpoke of, i:"i";~ finithed, I fent fixteen men
to g uard it, until further or 1 rs from the Court ;
And{ mhli, ited among them {ix pieces of ground
in the environs, for hx commencement ot a vi-

gorous cultivation.

On the 7tu upon the report of the command-
ing officer, that very confiderable thefts had been
. out of the royal magazines, of which the
ftorekeeper had not given any 2 cu)unt, I caufed the
di led to interrogate

two
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naturally fucceeded by a grand entertainment ; and
1 thought it becoming the honour of the nation to
contribute to it, for which reafon I gave orders
for the diftribution of brandy and other prefents.
On the 14th, feveral chiefs of St. Mary and other
allied provinces, fent deputies, with near fix hun-
dred men, to warn me, that the Saphirobai were
troublefome and treacherous people; and that,
notwithftanding their repeated oaths, they conti-
nued to engage the Southern provinces in their
party to exterminate us; and that they came with
their forces to fupport me againft them. The po-
fition in which I found myfelf after this advertife-
ment, led me to the following reflections : I was
but too well acquainted with the treacherous dif-
pofition of the Saphirobai ; and their punifhment
would be merely an aé of juftice : but in making
war upon theni, I expofed my men, who are of
fuch value in this country ; befides which, in def-
troying this nation, I {fhould putan end to the cul-
tivation of the ground; and the indifpofition of
the ifle of France, or rather of its chiefs, gave
me the greateft reafon to fear, that we thould
not long receive from them even the moft indif-
penfable fupplies. "It would therefore be evidently
a great difadvantage to the eftablifhment, to drive
away a people, who being furnifhed with the moft
cffential articles of fubfiftence and trade, were the
only fupport upon which I could depend. From
thefe refleions I thought it of the greateft advan-
tage to gain the Southern provinces by prefents,
to reftrain the Saphirobai by flattering’ promifes ;
and to engage the Sambarives to come and take
pofleflion of the lands of the Saphirobai, in cafe
the latter thould force me by their treachery, to
drive them out of their province.
" On the 15th, I convened a general af embly,
where the oaths of fidelity were renewed ; and it
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xvas at the fame time agreed, that every chief who
hereafter fhould hold a fecret meeting, fhould be
driven from his willage, hislands fhould be confif-
cated to the eftablithment, and his family reduced
to flavery. That all thofe who fhould not affift the
eftablifhment in cafe of an attack, thould lofe their
lands, and that the Saphirobai fhould pay twenty
oxen as a fatisfaGtion, which was immediately
done.

At the end of the Cabar, all the women of feve-
ral provinces appeared, who were defirous of re-
newing, and caufing the chiefs to renew the oath,
that they thould never deftroy their childrer;, upon
any pretence whatfoever, and they firongly in-
treated me to fend for my fpoufe, who on account
of herill health, had been obliged to go to theifle
of France for the change ; in order, as they faid,
to depofit in her hands an cath, whichin the na-
ture of things, regarded women more particularly,
fince it tended to the prefervation of their imme-
diate offspring. They aflured me, that their de-
mands being conformable to their laws, they hoped
foon to fee my fpoufe. This requeft appeared ta
me {o natural, and fo conformable to the views
which I had propofed of gaining their confidence,
that I began to think very ferioufly of {ending
for Madame Benyowiky, even at the rifk of her
health.

On the 1gth, I fent the interpreter Defcotti to
the Sambarives, to engage that great province to
attach themfelves entirely to us ; andI returned to
the plain, where nothing remarkable had happened
fince my departure.

On the 2oth, a private veflel, named the Belle
Artier, commanded by the Sieur Auger, arrived
in the harbour, with an order from Mr. Maillart,
for three hundred thoufand pounds of white rice,
for the fubfiftence of the ifle of France ; but having

learned

g
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f;ulen into thc fu ’W rudent behaviour; and from
whofe ml{c(mdua? h: 1 great reafon to f “'u‘, that
place in the ftore-houfes,
: Of S mi lifburfe-
h:‘ui
1€ ;;C'{'_
{ons I agreed to his demand,
t};nugn I coutl d not bt t be convinced, that the
choicehe h“d before made at f““, of a fupe ercargo,
had been attended with confiderable Io% of the
King’s icorcs.

On the 24th, Ipm my packets for the Court in-

i()'n
pa

to the hands of the'Sicur Saunier, Com )ander of

his Majefty’s brig the Poftillion, with my inftruc-
tions, and Lwcrt\'-nv blacks, addreffed to the
Sieur Percheron, agent of the iflands of France and
Bourbon, to be I’Lxhhte d to the Sieur Auger at the
Cape, in payment of the three hundred thoufand
pounds of rice, * and he fet fail for France the next
day.

On the 28th, in confequence of the packets I re-
ceived from the Sieur La Bouhve, Gfﬁ cer in my
corps, whom I had fent to'the ifle of France to
raife ‘men, which were VV’U]*I";‘ in tme eftablith-

i

ment ; by which I underftood, that he had fuc-

eeded after many m ficulties, in er 1ga iging feveral
o
workmen, and ti. he waited omy tor a fa*vo 1ra-

b onnortunltyo*c torvs/l“u,nﬂ them to Madagafcar.
Ijudged it of the greateft im qort‘m"c to haften their
paih e 3 for which pur m{c I difpatched his “mqu-
ty’s veud La (ouuu:‘, comm‘..ldc“ by the Sieur
Defmoufledux, officer of the blue, in w ’*(\ e hands
I put difpatches for Meffrs. De Ternay and Maillare

| M AL
£12€7 nf‘ub €5 nem

ittemn
‘»,kt.ml
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in which I informed the latter of the behaviour of
the clerks he had fent, .d ftrongly prefled Mr. De
"Ternay for a fupply of men to reinforce my troops,
in order that I might be able to carry my eftablifh-
ments into the counﬂy of the Seclaves.

On the ”ot}‘ a private brig, La Flore, com-
he Sicur Fayeufe, failed out of the har-
bour with one hundred and fixty million pounds
of rice, which he had received in exchange for
fea falt, which was placed in his Majefty’s ftpr

=
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On the 1t of October, 1774, the interpreter
whom I had fent to Manahar, fent mform“t*on,
that he had fucceeded very we ell in the miffion I
had introfted to his care; that the Sambarives had
nothine more at heart than to fecure our friend-
{hip; that they were ready to quit their moun-
tains to come and inhabit the lands of the Saphiro-
bai, where they could fupmy the eftablifbment
with four thoufand men in time of war. But that
as the interpreter had not fn bken to them but in
his own name, purfuant to my orders, they were
then about to fend feveral of “their chcfs as c‘eputiﬁs
to me, to conclude this affair, of fuch p"er im-
p(m ance to themfelves, fince it fecured them my
friendthip, and placed them under my fafeguard.
I was greatly p‘w fed with this good news, as |
found \“J{' if by that means in a fityation to fLL
port 3 war againft the Saphirobai, wmcn was al-
@w rmr*w J)‘ e; and 1 nmnwx.utc'y eftablithed a
at friendly nation, to fecure their at-

o

. : § G !
1 repaired to the r lain, where I knew

Mayeur and Corbi, whom I had {ent
coveries to the Weftward, were to make
ZYOUS. Af‘l afcended the river, I re-
. jon in feeing feveral places hmd
} U,.r.“wit:‘.;x‘._s) who made repeated difcharges of
1’ eir
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their mufquets, and cried out in their language,
Long live our father.

On my arrival at the plain, I learned from the
Sieurs Corbi and Mayeur, that in paffing through
the interior parts of the ifland, which was ex-
tremely rich in oxen, cotton, ebony, and gum
guttz, they had found all the inhabitants very
much difpofed to join my interefts ; but that the
knowledge they had of the {fmall number of my
forces, did not permit them to turn their backs on
the Arabians, who had long frequented their coaft,
and had acquired a certain empire over them, as
well by the quantity of merchandize they brought,
as by the forces they could oppofe againft them.
But that they waited, in order to unite with me,
only for the moment in which they could face the
Arabs. :

Upon this report, I{hould have been defirous of
making a new expedition into the coun Ty, more
efpecially asthefe two officers added, that the road
of communication required only a common fhare
of labour, to make it practicable by land: But the
want of afiiftance on the part of the ifle of France,
obliged me to fufpend this important operation.
The Sieurs Mayeur and Corbi had purchafed eight
hundred oxen, in the two or three days jour
they had made.

On the 7th, in confequence of the arrival of his
Majefty’s frigate the Belle Poule, commanded by,
the Chevalier Grenier, I left the plain and returned
to Louifbourg. ~ On my arrival at Mahetompe, I
learned from Mr. Sanglier, Commandant in my
abfence, that Mr. Des Afliffes, the fupercargo, had
arrived in the Belle Poule, with the affiftants. I
immediately repaired to Louifbourg to reccive him
in his quality of fupercargo, and the Sieur Aumont,
as ftorekeeper.
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tion ; "“d on their refufal, he waited upon them,
ar lared that he ]ld p,dtlcl“;: orders fu m
Mr “*e“:;ziﬂnrt to{ ize all my effets and u; garit
cafe my Hf was 1 'h 1ger ; And that in confe ]1 lence

V

4 .
of the evident da rin which T then was, he re-
guefted them to '3ilﬁ him in carrying Im (n-dyr\'
into efe. The reply of my officers confifted

¢ v O
f vengeance, ifi thould ever dare in z"u--
ture to ma.hp fucl ;ra pofal to them. At th
moment, however, in which the Sieur Des Aflifi
condemned me to death, a favourabm crifis diffi
pated my diforder, bya {pontaneous evacudtion o.f
bile, and placed me cmn‘uy out of mm er." “teat
indeed was my furprize, when my officers came to
exprefs their ]()y on my conva cicm ot and when
I heard at the fame time, from their rep m‘t, of the
conduét which this chief ftorek ceeper L"d rdopted
with refpect to me, I immediately fent for him,
andx‘cpr(mciud him for his conduét. Confounded
as he was at the difclofure of his proceedings, he
i ed, in the prefence of my officers, that all
’v‘ had mthcrt() done, had been founded on
p;‘.rticuhr inftruétions of Mr. Maillart. - He at the
me time put into my hands thefe inftru@ions,
w}uc'w m Zg7 more r;ronf‘r ly be called a de f‘m.‘um:
libel, of which I immediately fent a copy to the
Minifter, addrefling my packet to hin 1by t“c Che-
valier Grenier, Commander of his Majefty’s frigate
the Belle 1’0@3
On the 20th, the Sieur Des Affiffes requefted me
to fign a verbal procefs, declaring, that {cvm‘a.?
confiderable thefts had been committed in his Ma-
jefty’s ftorchoufes ; and in ])21‘!?;1(:1’11“1', that feven-
teen cafks of wine had leaked out fince his arrival.
I contented myfelf with replying, ‘t‘hat I did not
know what it was to aflix my fm nature as “uthorlt‘f
for mifcondu & ; that I was by no means 1~no1‘am
of the exorbitant confumption of wine by “himfelf

and
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and his people, while my officers could not have a
fingle bottle ; and that with regard to the effets
which had been ftolen, I was well informed of his
condu& with the women, and that he was too
well acquainted with'the thieves to think of for-
warding any proceedings againft them. This reply
confounded him, and obliged him to retire with-
out attempting to make any anfwer.

This mifconduét on the part of adminiftration
was {o much the more infamous, not only becaufe
the magazines fuffered, but as the articles of trade
coft thefe gentlemen nothing more than the trouble

of drawing out a verbal procefs, they every day

purchafed articles at an exorbitant price; info-
much that it became neceflary to pay three livres
for articles, which before their arrival might have
been had for ten fols. I therefore gave orders,
that all the provifions which the blacks were defi-
rous of felling, thould be expofed in the market ;
and at the fame time forbad the purchafe of them
at a higher rate than the price fettled at the preced-
ing Cabars.

The Sieur Des Afliffes, notwithftanding this new
prohibition, which was {o conformable ‘to found
policy, was the firft to infringe it, by direfting all
the provifions which the blacks brought to the Ba-
zar, to be conveyed to him ; but the officer of the
guard did his duty, and the Sieur Des Affiffes was
punithed, by the confifcation of what he had pur-
chafed.

We were ftill but weakly fortified, and the
houfes which had been conftructed according to the
manner of the country, began todecay. Ithought
it neceflary therefore to work, both on the fortifi-
cations and on the conftrution of other habitations.
I caufed to be drawn up, or rather [ drew up my-
{elf a plan, plate 19, fig. 2. for the conftruction of
a fort; a houfe for the Governor, built with

boards,
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boards, and one hundred and thirty log-houfes. I
was not a little furprized to hear the Sieur Des
Affiffes, animated by the difpofition of Mr. Mail-
lart, openly exclaim againft thefe indifpenfable la-
bours. He aflerted, that he knew no chief but
Mr. Maillart ; and that his orders were contrary to
. thefe augmentations. He not only exprefled his
defire, that they fhould not take place,. but threat-
ened likewife, that he would inform the blacks
that he would not pay any of them who might be
employed. This abfurd behaviour extorted no
other emotion but compaflion; and as from that
moment I confidered this intendant as a defigning
perfon, though incapable of executing a proje& fo
badly conceived, I caufed feveral chiefs to be affem-
bled, in order to propofe this enterprize to them,
being determined to apply again to the purfes of
my friends, to pay their falaries, in cafe the Sieur
Des Afiiffes perfevered in his refufal to pay them.
Their reply confirmed me in the opinion I had
conceived of that gentleman. They all afferted,
that they would not work, becaufe the Sieur Des
Affifles had affured them, that I had only a very
thort time to remain at Madagafcar ; but that he
would not pay them if they worked for the efta-
blithment by my orders. I difmiffed this weak fet
of men immediately with indignation.

Such was the execution of the brilliant promifcs
of the Intendant of the ifle of France, even by a
man whom he had nominated his fub-delegate. My
troops were exhaufted by continual labour and fa-
tigue, and the officers were threatened to be de-
prived of the fruit of their labour, by the informa-
tion which the ftorekeeper gave them, that they
fhould foon be difmifled by a new commander,
whom he aflured them would be fubftituted in my
place in a fhort time.

L
ihne
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iflanders were thus prejudiced againft the
eftablifhment, by the calumnies of thofe
whofe du‘_\ it was ntribute moft to their
union. The individuals compofing the eftablith-
ment, being extenuated by continual fatigue, and
{feeing them {elves abandoned And betray ed at every
ftep tney took ; the troops in want of cloathing,
badly iodg,cd, and ery mlpcrfc 1y fortified.—

Such was our moft critical fituation ; and the more
cfpc;ixiy it was to be regretted, as it was the work
rfons charged with orders to give every poffi-
liftance to an eftablithment which was founded
‘he moft extenfive views.

On the 2d of November, the Sieur Des Affiffes,
conftantly animated by the {pirit of Mr. Maillart,

affembled at his houfe all the clerks and people
emplc loyed in the adminiftration, and in their pre-
fence drew out a verb al procefs, importing, that
.the parm ular inftruétions of the Inten(mnt of the
ifle of France, which he had through fear put into
my hands, were written by l‘unr“l and that Mr.
aillart had no fhare in them but that circuma

1ces having obliged him to draw out this falfe
siece, he avowed its want of foundation. I was
m mu;.atc]v informed of this vile proceeding, and

rent without delay to the rafcal, with my Major ;
and h: wmo; 01*1(‘rgd him to communicate his pa-
yers, the original of the private inftruétions, xond
by Mr. Maillart, was found, and adumtul L} the
llnPOLLOI.

The reft of the month was employed in fuch
works as the volunteers of my COrps were cs.habl
of, and in which the conv: alefcents were {o zealous
as to joinus. The other abfurd circumftances of
the condu& of Mefirs. Des Affifles ;md his people,
which were always founded on the D'n‘t;culur and
verbal inftru@ions of Mr. Maillart, hcmn only a re-
petition of thofe w ith which he iud bcgun on his
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firft landing, I think it unneceflary to repeat thel_n,
but fhall only obferve, that in order to excite the
iflanders to work who were difgufted by the per-
nicious converfation of the principal ftore-keeper,
I employed my own black g’!omcﬁics, and thofe
whom I employed in my houie,‘ as I chofe rather
to deprive myfelf of their pcri(?nal fervices, thzm‘
omit any occafion of contributing to the good of
the eftablithment.

The firft part of the month of December was em-
ployed in the ufual works; but on the r1th, I faw
with the greatelt fatisfalion, the arrival of his
Majefty’s brig Le Coureur, with my {poufe, whofe
prefence was {o neceflary for the abolithment of the
cruel cuftom of deftroying of the children born on
days which were reckoned unlucky, or which
were in fome refpedts imperfe@t. The fame veffel
brought the Sieur de la Bouliaye, whom I had fent
to the ifle of France, on the urgent bufinefs of the
colony, with orders to engage, with the confent
of Mr. De Ternay, the proper workmen to forward
the buildings, which we could not difpenfe with.
He informed me, that he had brought with him
thirteen workmen, fix foldiers, and two paflengers,
in the number of which was the Marquis I’ Alber-
gotti De Vezas, Chevalier of St. Louis, and ancient
Captain of infantry, who came to offer his fervices;
which, however, I could not accept without hav-
ng received the confent of the Minifter. His long
ftanding in the fervice, and his misfortunes,
which had fo much refemblance to my own {itua-
tion, attached me to ‘this officer, to whom I of
fered a lodging and my table, which he ac-
cepted.

On the 13th, the women of feveral provinces,
veing informed of the arrival of my {poufe, came
to take the oath before her, that they would never
facrifice any child hereafter to their criminal cuf-

VoL. II. 1, t();}‘;g;
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toms ; and it was further agreed, that thofe who
fhould break their oath, thould be made {laves,
and exported out of the country; and that the
children which were born with any defect, which,
according to their cuftoms, might have formerly
been the caufe of putting them to death, fhould in
future be fent to the eftablithment, to be brought
up at our charge, without its being in the power of
the parents, to reclaim them.

This oath was fucceeded by a feftival, in tefti-
mony of the general fatisfaction.

After terminating this bufinefs fo important to
the eftablithment, and fo advantageous to humani-
ty, I direéted my views to the perfeét knowledge
of the Northern coaft of the ifland ; in confequence
of which, I fent the Sieur Mayeur, with eighty
armed blacks to fupport him in his march, with or-
ders to go in the Periagua, and examine ‘all the
harbours, bays, and rivers on that coaft, and en-
gage the principal chiefs of the provinces in our
interefts ; at the fame time that he fhould excite
them by prefents, if neceflary, to take part againit
the Seclaves, whofe enemies [ knew they had al-
ways been ; and to finifh his miffion, by acquiring
an accurate knowledge of the ifland Noflebe ;
after which he was direéted to return by land
to Louifbourg, to give an account of his obferva-
tions.

At the fame time I gave orders to part of my
troops to proceed upon difcovery of the rivers and
plains, which were in the vicinity of the chief fet-
tlement ; and direéted the Sieur Garaut de Beau-
preau, chief engineer of the ifland, to embark in
his Majefty’s brig Le Coureur, to make a plan of
the Southern coaft, as far as Fort Dauphin. I
likewife fent three Periaguas to found the Bay of
Antdngil, both on the Eaftern and Weftern fhores.

On



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 147

On the 19th, perc eiving that the Sicur Des Af
fifles, the principal ftore-keep Cx, p, r{ fted in not
ending any afliftance in the works effential to the
eftablithment, and that he perfevered in exciting
the province of the S: vpmrv‘ al a;;,‘iuit me,
chiefs of \mlch he had infinuated, that by
ing Llc‘r‘nqve againit me, tn y would do :
very agreeable to the government of the
l*razu I thought it neceffary, at um, to
c.xwtual refolution.  In confequence of whicl
affembled the officers of the corps to explain to them
our circumftances, aad the conduét of the bl"t r
Des Aﬁ‘mu, and requef ‘d their advice refpe mg
vhat they mmf:t th < proper to be Jom in the
cale. Their opinion was agreeable to my own : I
therefore gave orders to put him under an arreft,
which was done Lm ﬁlmc hour. But as it was
neceflary, in the mean time, to keep up a regular
account, I nominated Mr. Aumont to fupply his
place.

The report of the (hfg‘ ace of the principal ftore-
keeper, deftroyed the hopes of ‘the baumio‘v
chiefs ; and they came to the number of {eve en, on
the 21ft, with fix hundred workmen, to be em-
ployed in the works I had determined to conftruct.
lhcﬁ c’nub engaged Dbefides with me, to {upp:y
the fettlement with fix thoufand pieces of wood,
and  four thoufand n]JCLIl\.i), or, planks. This
profpect of the return of the iflanders to our
intereft, tended greatly to diffipate my apprehen-
fions.

On the 24th, the two detachments thdlI had
fent upon difcovery, returned from tl ir expedi-
tions ; and the officers in command gave me an
exact account in the form of an 1tmcn ry, Or jour-
nal, from which I was auurﬂd, that this immenfe
country a oounded with the moft beautiful plains,
watered with rivers ; and that colonifts only were

1 wantin g

-
-
Py
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num' to turn them to the "rmteﬂ ad rantage.
ngux cotton, indigo, coﬁc” tobacco, And :.\11
other produdtions, were e found in abundance

1

On the 22d, the brig Le Coureur being rcacq to
fet fail, I gave orders to the Sieur Defmoufleaux,
with an mcqm’*m and a detachment, to embark,
to make dif c,m eries on the Southern part of tl'g

ifland. inﬂ {fame cxy I fent Mr. Perthuis, Lieu-

tenant, with Mr. Rofiere, and \(et; -hment of fix
ib';dicrs, and one bundred and eighty armed na-
tives of the country, to make thcl yme LKPLL ition

"he latter days of this year offered nothing re-
\if:; the whole corps was employed in the
1ad diftributed among them in {e-

1

e

veral g7
&

On t

he 20th, the Surgeon Major informed me,
that the Sieur Des Affifles, by his Arcgular con-
dué&, had contraéted a d forder, which his ad-

vanced age ought to have {ecured him from. Being
afluated by kom}mx,,on for his fituation, 1 fent Mr.
De Sanglier to him, to exhort him to a more re-
gular wx”‘.u"“"; and at the fame time I offered to
re-eftablifh him in hts d\arfm on condition that he
fhould declare publicly, and in a Cabar of the na-
tives of the country, wlnah I would convene for
that purpofe, that all which he had faid and done,
was by the dire&ion of a party in the ifle of I'rance,
whofe government was }c‘tlo“s of the fourithing
ftate to which Madagafcar would arrive under my
conduét ; and that he m‘d followed this mode of
proceeding, only to gain the favour of Mr. Mail-
Jart, who was exc ccmrmlv Jmmus of every good
(>ﬂicc which could be p serformed in favour (,f Ma-
da gl‘fcnr.

Cn 'Lm return 01 1‘wr De Sanglier, T was fur-
p‘mr‘d to hear that Mr. Des Affiffes had W\Cpud my
propofition ; and L-z.lt he was truly forry for cvezy

ﬂh
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thing that he had done, ‘contrary to my inten-
tions ; ; and laftly, that he wouldacc ept his (,l‘d.“”“:,
and promifed to condué himfelf in future with
moderation. The voluntary return of {o ngﬂ ous
a perfon, gave me great flu».mchn ; and I imme-
diately fent him an order to:continue in the fervice.
This domeftic pacification was not, however, fuf-
ﬁucnt to calm my a ptl)rvhpnimn“, as the affiiG ting
ew of the ftate of the eftablithment, perfecuted
LV the ifle of France, and abandened by Europe,
co..anuullv pref fented itfelf to my mind.

-

]anuary the ift; 1775.. Having convened the
Saphirobai chiefs,

+

e {ubmifiion of the e principa
Intendant: was **mdc before: them ;-and 1 had the
i
r ™ | /g
fatisfadtion to fee, that many of the chiefs logked
on him with contempt. At thé bréakin ng up of the
Cabar, the chief Raoul atked to fpeak with me in
1‘
{eci et na mrorm d me that the Ciman ongou
i« 2
( ‘: ‘\',L'\,“ l\(‘ ;\ n "(\'}”‘l*]

o Ui (ki

h

. |

j{ ined h! the “ing of I Bojana to declare war
againft me; t nt ulis chief L,Jll]:l!“()'l"'(‘u had fen
envoys to the Saphirobai, to- invite them fo ]om

him againft the ﬂabl mmcr\t and that feveral of
them were difpofed to a ede  to his propofition,
tho ugh others were i etermined to adhere to
their rc{ lution of keeping their engagements ‘with
me.

This mma rtant advice requir
my part, ‘for it was certain th( t the Se
able to bring an army into the field
fand fighting. men. But as i
dangerous to have thewn my apprehenfions, I dif-
1cmoled and caufed the pub lic works to be carried
on with greater{pirit.

On the 7th, I received 1] ctters from the Sieur
Mayeur, dated from Angontzi, in which he gave
me an advantageous del leription of that province.
Its rich productions and abufidance of cattle; fur-

paffed

,‘-
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pafled my expetation ;-for which'reafon: I detér-

b -
mined, notwithftanding my apprehenfions of the
Seclaves, to fend a detachment to eftablith -poits.
The details which Mr. Mayeur gave me of the dif-
f the chiefs of this province; led me to
1t

n

¢ Imight engage them to affit me in cafe

Mr. .,m reurinformed me in his le‘tu,

U not Vcr‘tmx to continue : his p‘o“rc;s

'f*‘inf"()rc"“1n its. 1 therefore gave immes-
1

b‘ .
ers to Serjeant Longueteau, to follow humi
0 hundrc:{ "md fifty arme lnm'i'-;:s ; and to

s D)

nain Lk.b,t & to his orders. Tt e following days
were employed on the mnmcah- s, and fmmr* up
the quay, which I had raifed upon the thore w ithir
th P‘mv

On the 12th, @ received deputies from the
rn'cs and Antimaroea, who offéred’ me five
and men, to fupport a war againit the Se-

Onthie-28th, about midnight, I'was alarmed at
hearing three fhot fired on the banks of the river.
I raveimmediate orders to the picquet "u‘rd to re-
pair to the {pot, but the uc'achumnt returned with
out having made  any difcovery. Thisalarm pub
duced no other confequence, than that of affright:

ng Mr.Des Affifles, theintendant, w 1\, ran intire-

ived infor-
,ats, coming
rom:Ra AnoumE:
; on account: of the dif:
J}llb‘;li{}lu.u% ‘v‘uliCh Ul l 1(‘1&*(-‘“,(1 llf‘.t"\’CS lll‘.(
placed to fire on them:. ' I gave orders, therefore,
to ‘open  a communication by land, and for this
work I engaged the Rohandrian Sance to fend me
four thoufand men.

From the 19th to the 28th, the fettlement was
employed on making theabove mentioned commu-
nication by land.

2 On
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On the goth, I received an account from the
pofts of Foul Point, Mafloualla, Mananhar, Tama-
tava, and Angontzi, that articles of trade were
abundant, but that the ftore-houfes were empty.
This information induced me to purchafe the en-
tire cargo of the brig La Jollie Bourbonoife, a-
mounting to fixty-¢ight thoufand livres, whichI
difburfed out of my own pocket upon the treafu-
rer’s receipt. - The fame day I received letters from
the adminiftrators of the ifle of France, which
tended to convince me of the intrigues and cabals
which they employed, to deprive me of the confi-
dence of the Minifter, and to excite the enmity of
the natives againit me. I received more certain
information on this fubjeé&t from the Marquis D’Al-
bergotti, ancient Captain in the fervice of France,
who was perfecuted by the government of the ifle
of ¥France, and had retired to Madagafcar under
my proteftion. ;

February the 1ft. I received information, that
Mahertomp, a chief eftablifhed near our principal
fettlement, had engaged with the Seclaves to affaf-
finate me. As foon as I was affured of this by fuf-

/ficient evidence, I went to him unexpe&edly with

feveral chiefs, to remonftrate with him-. on his
treachery.. He acknowledged his crime, and in-
treated forgivenefs for having failed in his engage-
ments ; but his fubjeéts declared, that they would
not have any further concern with fo perfidious a
man. So that he was profcribed, and banithed by
his own people.

On the 2d, Mr. Corbi, one of my moft confi-
dential officers, in concert with the interpreter, in-
formed me, that the old negrefs, Sufanna, whom
I had brought from the ifle of France, and who in
her early youth had been fold to the French, and
had lived uwpwards of fifty years at the ifle of
France, bad reported, that her companion the

daughter
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daughter of Rohandrian Amparfacabé Ramini La
rizon, having likewife been made pnf(m T, Was
foHt\) L},c ‘our)xxcrs, and . that fhe had ¢
marks that I was her fon. This officer reprefented
likewife to me, that in canfcqucr ce of her report,
the Sambarive nation had held {everal Cabars, to
declare me the heir of l\ amini, and, (‘()1‘11'(§11cx;t_.’::vf,
proprietor of the province of I\l‘ 1anhar, and fuc-
ceflor to the title of \wm‘--" ’@‘.6, or fupreme
chief of the nation; a title °h fince the death
of Ramini Larizon, had beenex 1',4:'

This inf‘on‘n;ui(m appeared to me of the greateft
confequence ; and I determined to take the Jdvan-
tafw’m it, m« ondudt dnu brave and generous na-
tmn to a civilized ftate, and the eftablithment of a
olid and permanent government. Its fituation,
ts population, the fertility and excellency of its
(oil and climate, with a variety of other circum-
ftances, .confpired to muau“z e to l\v' foundation
for the eftablith mrt of a powe ifs unded upon
national liberty. * But as [ had no w“‘i(m to whom
I could intruft the Rmct of my 1-»md I lamented
to myfelf at the reflection how blind t‘\c Minifter of
\c failles was to the true interefts of France. I

herefore contented myfelf with giving particular

ix firu@ions to Mr. Corbi, refpecting the anfwers
he thould make to fuch of the natives as might

ftion him on this fubjeét. (m the fame day I
{15

i ted s »—\‘

EF "’v)‘at%l Su‘.nx'n‘,;}. on r"nc eport ‘the had 1p1c1d
irth. "The good old woman threw
O
and excuf cu herfelf by con-
ad acted intir ely upon a convic-

For ”m faid, tha Hhc had known
e p?f yliognomy refembled mine
werfe b( en mxl,l“Cf’ In a ulum
sub l,ﬂx the fecret. Her man-
: nced me, that fhe really be-
(he L.u . I therefore embraced her,

1
X
1

andg
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v
if the had any Conﬁdcntial friends, fhe mi
quaint them with it. At thefe words fhe arofe,
kiffed my hands, and declared, that the Samba-
rive nation was informed of the circumftance, and
that the Rohandrian Raffangour waited only for a
favourable moment, to a&nowkdge the blood of
Ramini.

The time from the third to the fixth, was em-
ployed in digging a canal of comm urvcatl(m be-
tween the river and the harbour. This was per-
fected in four days, though it was fifteen hundred
toifes in length. But as 1 cnm]o) cd for this pur-
pofe near fix thoufand natives of the coun itry, the
whole was permrmul with the greateft eafe.

On the 7th, the chief Ciewi, “of the Sambarive
nation, came to prefent two humrf’d young men
of his nation, to ferve mie in quality of VOIUUtLCTb.
I'accepted the offer of this brave pe ple, and gave
orders immediately for formi ing thLm nto a regular
company. The officers La’ umr, 128 :uzi:‘:ve, and
Evally, were charged with: th dm}

new troop, of which I am)omtul the {on of Rohan-
drian Raff: fangour commu‘du.

On the Stb Mr. Des Affiffes, theintenda nt, re-
prefentcd to me, that he was defirous ‘of r"hfmpw
his employment, and retiring to the ifle of France.,
I agreed to his demand with {o much' the more {a-
h»ﬁmdon as he was of no ufe to me. Dut as it
was nccei:a}‘y that ' his ‘accounts thould b firlk
made up I allowed him fourteen days for that
purpof

On t 1€ gth, I received an account from an in-
terpreter, of the name of D Fcolle, that an old
nan in the e province of Manan Wb 1ar, had L)r ad pro-
phecies concerning a general change of govern-
ment in the 1f‘and and that he had cmu'tw that

the
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~fc would rebuild the town
*ir'* - thefe predictions had
0CC afioned a tumul he people, vho being

informed that the Sambarives had declared me to

an embafly to me, to enquire

; and aflure me of the Adb.:ni

fion of their province. ¥rom this refolution, the

112 wdmz,m Anacandrins, and Voadziri, had no-
} chief; vho were immediately to begin

ade an excurfion to the plain,
to haften the works.of the

Mr. May eur, c! ief interpreter, n-
efs had arriv-

s {oon as 1hcy

111 ffe (t Vas an 1n-

ad entered mm with

ey would r: Ltl r de-

e
on. - -1 hey ended i;y
siour ‘m Mahertomp
y had thou ght it pro-
3;1bzn‘ notwithftand-

gainft him. Juftly irritated at
made- no‘other anfwer,. than by

n‘;-.,e.'z;;‘n:u"’m}, and commanding
]lu\’\’

ti

R
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tomp; and aflured me, that for his part he was
ready to repeat his oath of fidelity and attachment
to my perfony and he put his foninto my hands as
a hottage.

After having treated him with the greateft at-
tention, I requefted that he would let me know
the true reafon of the oppofition of the Saphirobai
chiefs ;-and-he told me, that the anceftors of Ma-
hertomp, and of Rohandrian ‘Onglahe, had been
concerned in the maflacre of the family of Ramini
Larizon, after which they had aflumed the Sove-
reignty of {éveral diftricts, to the prejudice of the
Sambarive nation, who being' at that -moment af-
fured that they had found a defcendant of the
blood’of Ramini, reclaimed, as his right, the dif-
ferent diftricts feparated from the provinces'of An-
timaroa.

Upon this “information, I afked; whether his
intereft were not likewife: to-declare againft the
Sambarives:; cand he replied, that it was not ; giv-
ing atthe fame time as a reafon, that'he was de-
fcended from ‘the race of ‘Safe Hibrahim, whofe
family-had ' fettled in the place wheére he dwelt,
under the proteétion - of Ramin Ampanfacabé, and
that he at prefent' wasreckoned of the clafs of the
Saphirobai, only becaufe he was defirous of pre-
ferving chis:: poifeflions. . ‘then ' queftioned ~him,
whether he had any knowledge of the heir of Ra-
mini; wihom the Sambarives announced ;- but as he
anfwered, that he khew not a word on’ that {ub-
je&t, Lthought-it unneceffary to queftion him fur-
ther; and affured him of ‘the conflant friendfhip
which I thould-always: ‘preferve for -him and his
whole family.

Contented with my declaration, he affured me,
that he wasidefirous of fupporting the eftablithment
with ali-his force. = But he intreated me to confi-
der, that in cafe the eftablifhment fhould be given

up,
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up, what would be his fituation when expofed

alone toi'v' mercy. of a 1*(\dy of enraged: chiefs;

who would not fail to facrifice him and ‘all his fa-
mily to their re efentment. Lhis reafoning.appeared
}L,L ; ~and ‘\nh a view to give him perfut mfisﬂ»(-
ion, I declared that my only requeft was, t that he
would remain nm‘tt‘r.

On the 12th, the engineer who bad: been em-
Finyg‘t on the work of the road leading to the
pihu., and towards Ranoumena, informed me that
the wholerwas finifhed ; and I determined to infpect

this work ‘myfelf the foll lowing day This day ' I
received anraceount that the Saphirobai had aflem.
bled im troops:

On:'the 1“ th, I went on horfeback from Louif-
bourg to the plain, where l was aftonifhed to find
the road finithed in fo thort a time. It was four
toifes broad; fix French ] xeagucs in length; and had
a ditch ‘en:each fide toucarry off the waters. I
thought it }artuulany became me to ;reward the
people:who! had' performed this work; I therefore
gave each of them a yard of blue clmu, and a bottie
of brandy.-: To- fecure the communication’ of this
road, 1'gave ordcrunnnxomtcly to raife;a redoubt
on lhc }cumt of Mananbia, on which I built-houfes
for twenty-four mem '

From-the tath tothe [16th; I wasemployed vi-
fiting g the p({cu (,epﬁndant on Louitbourg; and 1
di trit mtcd feveral -pieces.of ground:to the E uropes
s at'the pmn of Hezalth; and at the plain of I ot
iom on''the bank :of>the great river. All
> grounds naturally p:'()duc‘*fl fugar, cotton;
o, tobdcco,! and Tacamahaca: wood.
the v7th, hav ring returned to Louifbourg, 1
gave 'arders for contmumq the building, and in-
uulmr the town ; after which, on"the  18th, 1
embarked inithe country boats for Angontzi. This
voyage cwployed eightidays, and I took - the o

portunity
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7
portun iy of vifiting all the chiefs eftablifhed on
the coaft, who exprefled the moft fincere attach-
ment to me. Upon my arrivalat Angontzi, 1 was
charmed with the fituation which my enginecr had
chofen to eftablith the fettlement; my wifhes on
this occafion for an acceflion of force to take advan-
tage of the gifts which nature {o prodigally held
out were great ; but, alas, the hour of their ac-
uon‘ph{nmmt was not at hand and it was in vain
that the beayty of theé fituation, the goodnefs of
the foil, together with the mild and affa 1ble charac-
ter of the lnlldblt&ﬂt'), led me to form projects I was
unable to accomplifh.

The Rohandrian of Angontzi aflembled a Cabar
on the 27th, in which I received in perfon the oath
of attachment and alliance of that nation. The reft
of the month paffed in entertainments, which were
given by the chiefs.

March the 2d, 1775, having received advice by
land, that a number of the deputies of the Sou-
thern provinces had repaired to Louifbourg, where
they waited for me wnh impatience ; and that the
Saphirobai had burnt a village belonging to Manon-
ganon, I'determined 1mm€dLudy to return ; ; and
as the road by land, though diﬂicu}t, was thc

thorteft, I determined to go ‘that wa The chief
of Ang(mtm, being informed of 1.} d\;cmon, or-

dered his litter for me, with fix hundred armed
men for a guard. I feized an inftant before my
departure, to reprefent the ady zmmgcs that would
refult from a l(md being made between Angontzi
and Louifbourg, he promifed fix thoufand men
for this work, prcvuhd the pf‘cpic of Antimaroa

would fupply the fame numb
On the 6th, after a rather t“.m\.,Jou.x.w. 1 8
rived at laft at Louifbourg, vJu re I was <""1(\&D,§,‘
hnpu/ed to find that the marth at the entrance of
the town was intirely filled up. ' I was indebted for
this
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this work to the good will of the fame friends who
had made the road, to the plain. This day 1 re-
ceived the reports concerning the different parts of
the fervice of the eftablithment, with which I was
perfeétly well fatisfied, and convinced that nothing
had ftood ftill during my abfence. Mr. Sanglier,
who had commanded in my abfence, likewife in-
formed me, that the deputies of five of the Sou-
thern provinces, had demanded a conference ina
Cabar ; and that there were likewife fix private
chiefs, who had made the fame requeft. In con-
fequence of this, I ordered preparations to be made
for holding a Cabar on the following day.

On the #th, after having refted myfelf, T con-
ferred with Meflrs. Mayeur and Corbi, refpecting
the different interefts which had induced the depu-
ties and the chiefs to have recourfe to me; and
after having received the neceflary information, I
caufled the Cabar to be aflembled, at which the de-
puties were admitted one after the other. The firft
was from the province of Mananhar; the fecond
from Tamatava; the third from the ifland of St.
Mary ; the fourth from Manauzar ; and the fifth
from Matatava. After the deputies, Ireceived the
chiefs ; and as their interefts were one and the
fame, Ientered into one common oath with them:
and when I had made prefents to them in return
for thofe they had brought, I difmifled them, be-
caufe the affairs they were charged with required
their fpeedy return into their refpective provinces.

On the 8th, Mr. Gareau de Boifpreaux, engineer
in chief, propofed to me to erect a light-houfe on
the ifle D’ Aiguillon, and to ereét a flag-ftaff’ on the
point of land, at the entrance of the river. He
likewife requefted that the people who had been
employed by him before, might continue to ferve
him. I agreed to his requeft, and gave him the ne-
ceflary orders and powers.

On
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On the (;th,, h:wing received a vifit from the
chief Raoul, Ipropofed to him to employ his fub-
jects in making a road towards Angor ntzi; and af-
ter a long conference, I prevailed on him to pro-
mife four thoul ind men for the fervice ; M
ganon and Mandinque, - two other cf‘icf"x, pz“m;:'.ifcd
hl\cwdc two ihouf&nd men. Being thus affured of
fufficient afliftance, I gaV“ charge of the work to
M. de Boifpreaux, the engineer, and his afliftant,
M. de Rofieres. The rLtn was made the fame day,
and M. de Rofieres de pa1tuhor Angontzi, tolwm
the operations on that fide ; while Mr. (, arcau de
Boifpreaux began on  the Louifbourg fide. This
road was not to be of lefs extent than twenty-eight
French leagues.

On the roth, having learned that the Sieur Des
Aflifles, before his departure, had taken a large
quantity of merchandize out of the ftore- homu,
and had diftributed them among the Saphirobai,
with a view to excite them to rife againft me, I
fent Mr. Certain to them with a cmd.udhon that
the faid Des Affifles had ftolen the effe@s out of his
Majefty’s ftores, and that I thould confider them
as confederates in the theft, and a&t accordingly.

On the 13th, t\VOmJDIl”’()J“I chiefs ;11’;‘?\'01, u.xd
brought back frrwu part of the merchandize whicl
Ihad reclaimed ; but they declared, that I ought
not to attribute tacir proc ‘chnw to fmn' but only

to their open and honeft charaé u hc value of
the effeéts diftributed, \ntl avi cw to deftroy the
fettlement, amounted to more than tw cm\'-t} 1ree

thoufand hvru, an Pxorl»ltmt {fum, conm.czmo
that he had refufed the fum of fifteen b()umnd
livres for the neceflary works, and conftrulting
houfes in the town.

On the 15th, a fignal was mmmycd on the
mountain Mm<r1nb<>v, on the ifle d*Aiguillon, that
two veflels of two mafts were in Lg}ht. lhcy an-

; chored
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chored in the harbour at eleven o’clock ; the firft
was a brig of his Majeity’s, commanded by the
Sieur }oux)er Lieutenant of a frigate; and the
fecond was the Coureur, which brought back the
engineers [ had fent to explore the bomhcrn pro-
Vlm S, Anu furvey the co: aft.

f:t in Joubert, having prefented his letter,
ﬁmu d1 by the Governor of the ifle of France, and
Mir. De Ter ay the Intendant, Iperceived that he
had been fent merely as a fpy upon my operations.
For the Captain depofed, that his orders were to
bring back to the ifle of France, the remains of my
troops ; an nd th'lt he had been difpatched upon
there pwrt that the natives had affafiinated me, and
cut off the greateft part of my people, the remain-
der having taken refuge at Manghabey. The \ap-
tain, finding that this ftory had been

merely to gr me the chiefs of the ifle
declared that he was re “uy to return according to
his pofitive urdcrs {o to do, if he found me alive.

Hm pxmccd' ng on the part of thofe whofe duty it

was to fuppe it m e, put me out of all putisnce. I
irt ILA)LJ‘]lly
ult the cnabmh-

gave orders to the Captain to dn
his chiefs had fent him only to in
ment.

About two in the evening, :1
that two other V'\{ els were in
PNIA Clt\' S AH“&L( Lu(, Belle 1(" 1€,
the (‘..\.:V(,nu de Grenier, E.
in the harbour. lhg Comm:
fions and ttores for his vefl
delivered. This officer t
gret f“ find, that the ch

V\C“" o ftrongly prej
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Sums advanced for the Eﬁab/z’/bment at Mad’agzyéar,

1772 and 1773.
i Livres.
For levying the Regiment. of
Benyowlky, its . tranfport to :
Madagafcar, and the fupplies p 342649

i d.

52/ %
of articles of trade 1774. and

1775, until the 20th of March }

Bills of Exchange drawn to th._eg F14606 16 3
amount of ~ e

Total received 455650...2. 8

: : Expehditure;.

For the troops during the years} Mk § 8

3 17729 X735 Y7749 1775

For the Marine. , To his Majef- ¥y
ty’s veflels the Poftillion and 396864 6 g4
Coureur i

For THE SETTLEMENT.

Building the Governor’s houfe, :
roads, canals, fortifications, & 315916 11 8
&c. 145 e S st

Supplies to the ifle of France in 6
B, by A 161412 o o

Supplies to the ifle of France in 3
e 2 s 4000 o o

Provifions to feveral of his Ma-
jelty’s veflels - - } AT g

‘ . 1141048 12 7.

Deduét the fums advanced 455650 2 8.
585398 9 11

4nd alfo the fums advanced by :
myfelf 2 g 245000 © ©
Vou. II. M Neat
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* Neat .}\,r(\ﬁt produced by the% Liures. « s. .ds

Adminiftration > 340398 g tr1

This clear account ought to have produced a
good effect on the mind of the Minifter. TFor as it
was thewn that no more than the fum of liv. 455650
had been advanced, and that the fingle object of
the maintenance of the troops and veflels at fea,
amounted to liv. 538296, he might eafily perceive
the immenfc advay ges that might in a fhort time
be expeéted from Hiadagafcar.

On the 23d, the Belle Poule fet fail, and on the
fame day I teceived advice by a courier from Foul
Point; that the Fariavas and Betalimenes, had de-
clared war upon Hyavi, and that hoftilities had al- -
ready commenced. The commanding officer at
Foul Point prefled me for orders, whether he thould
affit Hyavi or not. In confequence of this news, I
determined to repair to Foul Point myfelfy in order
to pacify the people.

On the 24th, ‘after giving orders relative to the
fervice at the chief eftablithment, I eftablifhed a
camp of eighty foldiers and two thoufand natives,
to fecure the fettlement againit any fvrprize on the
part of the Seclaves, and Saphirobai ; and then
- departed for Foul Point, accompanied by two of-

* This fum, which is the difference between the receipts and
difburfements, is notneat profit. The refult of the above account
is, that the fettlement coft the I'rench, liv. 455650 2 8, and kLv.
243000, which make together [700650 2 8. 'Thisis not equal
to the whole charge, or £854212 18. But the fettlement paid the
difference, £'153562 15 4, and allo fupplied the ifle of Irance,
and the King’s fhips, with £286835 11 74 Thistaft fum onlyis
the return, and if taken from the whole fum advanced, will leave
livres 413814 10, Or the lofs fuftained by the French government,
by the effe@ of this undertaking during the above time. Note of
the editor.

ficers
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ficers and fix hundred warriors of the Sambarive
nation. As I paffed by Mananhar, I waxjm red by
the troop of Sauce, and the people of Antimakol,
and found myfelf at the head of near five thoufand
armed men.

On the 27th, my army was reinforced by the
troop of Ambarante, and I arrived on the 1ft of
April at Foul Point.

‘I found the brig Le Coureut already here "tt an-
chor, with my artillery and ammunition. This
day I eftablithed my camp near Tametavi, and in
the evening 1 fent for Hyavi to enquire of him re-
{pecting the caufe of the war. As he could give
me no good reafon, I deferred explaining myfelf,
until I had heard from the other party ;. to whofe
camp I fent that very night, to engage the chiefs to
come and {peak with me.

On the 2d, Ireceived deputies from the Betali-
menes, and Fariavas, who declared to me, that
the two nations would abide by my decifion, in
the hopvs that I would liften only to the di¢tates of
that juftice, which the fpirit of God would infpire
me with. They then declared, that Hyavi was the
author of the war, by forbidding the Betalimenes
and Fariavas to frequent the market at Foul Point ;
that he had confifcated the cattle, flaves, and pro-
vifions of the merchants of their nation,‘ which
they had brought for fale to the fettlement ; and,
uﬁly that the foldiers of Hyavi had furprized one
of their villages, and taken’ away feveral young
women, whom they had {old to the French mer-
chants.

Being thus informed of the caufe of the war, 1
difmifled the deputies with fome prefents, afterd
had promifed to ic‘u'e the whole difpute to thei
ﬁxti.ﬁ’aé'?;ion, provided they allowed me the neceflary
time for that purpofe. They engaged to do this,
and returned to their camp very well fatisfied, at

M 2 having
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having found me difpofed in their favour. For
hy1v1 had fpread alepolt that I was coming to
aflift him.

The next flep I took was, to invite Hyavi to my
quarters, w hen I 1cproachcd him for his condudt,
and the licence he had given his fubjects to d}ftmb
kis neighbours. I fpoke fo urgently to him, that
lie confefled himfelf to blame ; but at the {ame time
begged I would actin fuch a manner, as not to de-
grade him in the eyes of his enemies. I engaged
to regulate my proceedings according to his d"ﬁle,
on condition that he fhould fubmit to > fuch terms as
I thould impofe, both on him and the Betalimenes
and Yariavas. After I had thus obtained the pro-
mife of both parties, I gave orders for holding the
Cabar on the 3d, to which Hyavi and his chiefs,
and alfo the Betalimenes and Fariavas were in-
vited.

On the 2d, at day-break, Iput my troops under
arms, and ranged them in order of battle. About
fix, the Betalimenes and Fariavas arrived, to the
number of eight or ten thoufand armed men ; and
a fhort time after came Hyavi with his people ; fo
that the number of men under arms, ‘who were
prefent that day, amounted to near twenty-two
thoufand. At eight the Cabar began, and as I was
defirous of 1v01d1ng all particular debates, 1 pro-
pofed to both parties, to form that day a treaty of
alliance and friendihip, which I would guarantee,
together with the nations of the Sambarives and
Sdphxl‘oodl ; and farther I propofed, that they
ﬂlou enter into the folxownw engagements :

That trade fhould in future be free between
tne tln ee nations, without the reclamation of any
parthu.ar right, (or impoft).

That lIyav1 thould give up, or caufe to be
glVC'l up, the perfons who had lately been {urprized
and carried off by his foldiers; and that for every

one



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 165

one of them' who could not be found, he fhould
return two of his own fubjécts.

3: That the Betalimenes and' Fariavas, fhould
not in future, receive amongit them any fugitive
fubjeds of Hyavi; and that they thould compel all
thofe, who during the laft three months had taken
refuge-amoungft-them; to return two flaves each for
his perfon:

4. That the Betalimenes, Fariavas, and the fub-
jects of Hyavi, thould furnith a faflicient number
of workmen to open a road of communication for
the general advantage of trade along the coaft, from
Foul Point to Bohit{menes.

And in confideration that this laft article was one
of the moft effential for their mutual interefts, I

Jdeclared my intention of appointing feveral of my
officers to fuperintend the work,

After a-continual debate of three hours, 'which
every inftant threatened to end in a general engage-
ment, they at laft became calm, and agreed to the
firft article; and - with regard to the fecond and
third, theéy concluded that all paft inquiries {hould
be buried in ablivion, without any reclamation be-
ing admitted on either-fide; and that in future,
both nations fhould: either give up the fugitives
from the other; or at léaft drive them out of their
dominiohs.

With refpect to the fourth article, they agreed to
fend five thoufand men to work on the road pro-
pofed ta be made. Thefe conditions thus fettled,
were ratified by an oath, in which the chiefs who
catne with me joined as witneffes and guarantees.
IHyavi then caufed fifty oxen to be killed, as did
likewife ‘the Betalimenes and Fariavas, and they
were cut up and diftributed among the troops.

On the 4th; the Betalimenes being defirous of
teftifying their gratitude, prefented my troops with
five hundred oxen. The Fariavas did the fame,

and
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and Hyavi gave five hundred oxen and fifty flaves.
"The cattle were divided among the followers ; but
I gave the flaves their liberty, on condition that
they fhould eftablith themfelves near one of my
fettlements, and pay a tenth of the produce of
their lands.

Having thus happily concluded upon a peace to
the fatisfaction of all parties, I determined to re.
turn to Louifbourg; and delayed my departure
only till I had received the honours, which the
belligerent parties were defirous of thewing me.
At the conclufion of the feftival, the Fariavas gave
1y troops forty flaves and two hundred oxen, and
Hyavi on his part, gave two thoufand piaftres.

On' the 11th, I arrived happily at Louifbour
where I found affairs in a good train.

On the 12th, my chief interpreter having in-
formed me of the approaching arrival of envoys
from the King of Boyana, at the fame time appriz-
ed me, that the chiefs of the Saphirobai and An-
tamboi, had fent deputies to the faid envoys, to
engage them in their interefts againft the fettle-
ment. I received a farther confirmation of this
news from an old woman, a native of the country,
who informed me befides, that the Saphirobai had
gained the chief of the embafly of the Seclaves by
prefents; and that the latter had engaged, under
the fan&ion of an oath, to feek means of brcaking
off the negociation ; and to find {uflicient reafons
to engage his nation in their party. I was per-
feétly aflured of the truth of this information,
from other blacks attached to the fettlement, wha
had been prefent at the taking of the oath. 8

Finding myfelf thus engaged in the moft critical
fituation, T took the refolution of {fending the brig
La Flore, to the ifle of Fra nce, to demand a fupply.
of arms and ammunition ; and by the fame con-
veyances I fent back my family, with the greateft
j : part

s

-~
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part of my houthold, in order to carry on my
operations againft the Seclaves with the greater
activity. The vellel was difpatched without de-
lay to the ifle of France, with the Chevalier de
Sanglier, Captain in my troop, in order to prefs
the adminiftration of that colony, to forward the
neceflary fupplies with the utmolt fpeed.

On the 21ft, the chief Raoul came to me, to
requeft a fupply of men, becaufe the Saphirobai
chiefs, with the Seclaves, had determined to de-
firoy him, on account of his refufal to enter into
the combination againft the fettlement. The ac-
count I received from this chief, of the dilfer-
ent preparations the confederates had made to at-
tack the fettlement, left me no doubt of the near
approach of a war, which there was no means of
dvoiding. But 2s 1 did not expet fuccours in any
fhort tim=, and all my force was reduced to the
effe&ts which might arife from firmnefs and cour-
age, I thought it proper {till to keep up my hopes.

On the 3th, I went in the night to the Plain
of Health, that the enemy might not be informed
of my ablfence ; and immediately on my arrival,
Iput that poft into a ftate of defence. It was
gu aded by twenty-nine {oldiers, and five hun-
dred natives, whom I could depend upon, The
command was in the hands of M. de Mallendre,
Captain, and M. de la Boullaye, Licutenant. For

a greater {ecurity, [ caufed palifades to be fet on

ol
that fide of the wood, through which the enemy
might make an attack, by paffing near the foot of

' Ay I c

the mountain, fheltered from the cannon ot the
fort. On the river fide, 1 likewife cut down all
the trees and underwood, that the artillery might
command as far as Cape de Zalaiche. After have-;
ing thus put thisimportant fort in a ftate of defence,
I embarked in my boats to return to Louiibourg.
As 1 paffed by the territory of Mahertompe, 1

151, e
difcovered
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difcovered a camp of the enemy, who fired feve-
tal fhot ‘at my bBoats ; but the diftance being too
great for ‘thém to reach’ us, I arrived {afely at
“ouifbourg, where I found every thing in good
arter " 7t ¥
""On the 28th, T was informed of the arrival of
envoys from the Sambarives of the Faft and Weft,
They demanded a conference, to the exclufion of
other nations ; and at the fame time affured me,
that' if I liftened favourably to them, and granted
them my friendthip, they " would foon deliver me
from all my enemies. Such a propofal could not
but be very agreeablé to me. 1 therefore gave or-
ders for making the due preparations for holding
our meeting. '

On the 20th, the Cabar or aflembly was held, at
which were prefent on' the part of the fettlement,
the Count dé Benyowtky, Com nander ; Meffrs.
Perthuis, De la Boullaye, and Rofier, Lieuten-
ants ; Unbanowfky, Engincer ; Befle, Interpre-
ter ; and on the part of the Sambarives, the Prince
Raffangour of that nation. The propofitions of
the Sambarives were delivered in the following;
{peech. :

 The nation of the Sambarives, the people of
God, eftablithed in the provinces Mananhar and
Mafloualla, have feen with grief, that the fettle.”
ment of Louifbourg has entered into treaties of
friendfhip and alliance with other nations, in pre.
ference, and to “the exclufion of theirs ;" and that_
at prefent, all thofe nations have united together
againft their benefactors, and have even invited'
our people to join with them againft the white’
men.  But as the Sambarives Rave always walked "
in the paths of juftice, our nation has refufed their

offers, preferring the friendihip of the chief of the
white men, to every inducement of relationﬂlip
er alliance, 'which might exift between ourfelves’

and
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and his enemies. In confequence of this difpofiti-
on, the Sambarive nation offer to affift the fettle-
ment with five thoufand men, to be employed
againft its enemies ; and hope, by this action, that
they fhall be thought worthy of an alliance, the
value of which they are well convinced of.”

After having heard this harangue, I replied,
that I had always. been defirous of their alliance,
but that the remotenefs of their provincc had not
hitherto permitted me to treat w ith them direétly.
I affured them, that the offer of fupplies infpired
me with an hwh oplm(,u of their {fentiments ; and

that I thould dLCCpt this mark of friendfhip. with

the greateft pleafure, as it would juitify the un-
bounded confidence I was determined. to place in
the Sambarive nation, rdpbctable for the blood of
Ramini.

The envoys then confulted together for a fhort
time, and agrecd to enter into the ufual oath of
allegiance. 'The reft. of the day was employed in
rejoicing ; and in the evening my interpreter- in-
formed me, that the Sambarives had difappeared.
'Yhis. news gave me fome concern ; becaufe as the
oath of alliance had been taken, they ought to have
apprized me of their departure.

June the 1ft, 1775, At four in the mornwg;,
ny mterpreu:r announced the arrival of the Sa-
phirobai chicfs, who had formed a lcanm ui h
the Seclaves ; and likewife informed me, that the ey
had about three thoufand armed men with them,
by means of whom he was affured t::ey meditated
a furprife. An hour afterwards, the chief Raoul
came to demand an afylum for himdelf an nd family,
at the fame time that ke acquainted me, that L\,
had been. plundered Uy the confederates, and had
only time to fave the, lives of himfelf and family ;
that part of be peo ple h;l, been rwk prifoners by
the enemy, and all:his zoods were deftroyed by

: the

0
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the flames. The unfortunate fate of this chief af-
fected me much, and I begged him to retire with
bis famiiv into the fort. This chief, in the infan-
cy of the eftablithment, had been conquered and
driven out of his pr')vm ce by my allies, becaufe he
oppofed the Lvmhng of a fortreis ; and in the pre-
fent inftance he fuffered for his attachment to me.
At nine o’clock, the Seclaves and Saphirobai
appe -ared at the diftance of about a cannon fthot.
Their troops confifted of more than three’ thou-
fand men. They fent deputies to requelt me to
come to their camp to "hear their complaints.
This expre rather difconcerted me, as their
complaints were backed by an armed force. But
at laft, not to give them reafon to imagine that
I1was awed by their appearance, I put my troops
in order to defend the fort, and went to the place
of meeting. On my arrival, I ordered my. inter-
preter to attend to their propofals and LOI))P] Mnts,
The confederates then dauandu., that I {hould
withdraw my troops from the irtcr;or parts of the
{land (’r')’\ LMIV from the poft at the plain of

i >
Health ; and that I thould dup(‘n{c them from the
ocath bv which they had fur cn(’m"':"’ to me the

banizﬂ of the 11\ er Tingballe, becaufe they faid
they had Lw n fur plemu by the promife I had made
them of a fecure trade, which fhould : -"'""‘d them
the fame guvmm es t-¢ y had red with private
traders, and of w hich they had been deprived
1 111 They co TUUUCd

P

t"W;‘-t thcw nﬂf‘re“"

fince the arr1v:
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with two guns, a refpe@ful cuftom which I had
malicioufly abolifhed.

After having calmly liftened to their fpeech, and
finding myfelf in a very critical fituation, I repli-
ed, that they would do well to confider what they
were about ; that as they had furrendered to us the
lands we were in pofleflion of, they could not re-
claim them without violating their oath. Befides
which, having entered into an alliance with the
fettlement, every violent proceeding on their part
would authorize me to employ my troops in pun-
ithing them ; fo that I could not make them any
fatisfaction without pofitive orders. That the demo.
lition of the fort, and withdrawing of the troops
from the internal parts of the ifland, were things
impoflible to be agreed to ; that with regard to
the honours, I would give orders to the officers of
the fhipping to do as they had formerly done ; but
that with regard to their pretended right to a du-
ty on thips, which entered their ports, it was ri-
diculous, becaufe it had never been heard that
friends and allies received thofe who came only to
trade, from any other motives than to ferve thein.
felves.

My fpeech aftonifhed the people ; but fome of
the chiefs cried out, let us come to bufinefs, and
took notice that they could not have a better op-
portunity, as they had one in their hands, and
could oblige me to do that by force which I refufed
to do from good will. Inthe mean time, I found
myfelf furrounded on all fides, and fhould certain-
ly have paffed a quarter of an hour very difagree-
ably, if the Commander* at the head of fifty
blacks, had not haftened to my afliftance. His
fpirited attack obliged a party of the enemy to op-
pofe him, while another detachment having attack-

* Name not legible.

ed
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ed the fort, andfuffered a vigorous repulfe, threw:
their troops into confufion. This gave me an op-
portunity. of making my efcape. 1 faw only twa
chiefs who oppofed my paflage. 1 parried- their
trokes, upon which they cried out, he is a f{orce-
rer, we are undone. Taking advantage- of their
ftupidity, I rallied the troop of my Commander,
among  whom L found feveral of my oflicers and
{oidiers, who feeing me furrounded, had facrific-
ed themfelves to-aflift me. The Commandant of
the fort likewife, feeing me clear of the enemy,
pointed the cannon, and prepared to fire, which
he had forborn to do before, left I {hould become
the vitim of his fire. The enemy foon perceived
my efcape ;. and for fear of the artillery,. haflily
retired towards the wood, firing a few fhot as they
retreated.

On my arrival at the fort, I{aw my troops again
with much fatisfaction, as I could not give too
much praife to them for their attention to orders.
It may here be objected that I did not act prudent-
ly, in pusting myfelf in this manner in the hands
of the enemy, as it was in my power- to have pre-
vented their approach, by making ufe of my can-
non. In anfwer to which, I muft obfervein my
juftification, !

1, That in order to be at liberty to at againfta
nation, which it is intended to civilize, it is necef-
fary to be in-pofleflion of facts that prove them the
aggreflors.

2. A chief cannot difpenfe with attending to
complaints.  If I had refufed to comply with a re-
queft which carried {fo much the appearance of juf=
tice; the party of the complaining nation might
have found means of infpiring others with ambi-
guous fentiments, and my conduct w ould have af-
forded them authority for fo doing.
If

"
a2t
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3. If unfortunately in a Cabar or aflembly, I had
made ufe of cannon, which would have produced
a maflacre, the other neighbouring nations, *being
ill informed of the circumftances, would always
have fufpected that I had premeditated the ftroke ;
and that the aflembly had been convened for no

‘other purpofe than to exterminate them. An

event of this nature, however founded in juftice,
would have been fuflicient to have alienated the
minds of every one for a fhort time ; but by avoid-
ing it, my condu& was productive of real advan-
tage. 'The neighbouring people, informed of the
condué of the Saphirobai and Seclaves, and of the
moderation with whichI had repelled them, could
not delay to join our caufe. The war we were
about to enter into, would be juftified before it
could be criticifed. For this reafon likewife it was,
that I determined to make offers of peace to our
enemies, which they refufed, and by that means
cleared us of all reproach.

On the 3d, theinterpreters, whomI had fent to
the Saphirobai, with offers of peace, returned with
theinformation, that the confederates had haugh-
tily refufed every propofal of accommodation, and
had fent a party ofa thoufand men to take the poft
at the plain of Health. The next day I received
news, that the enemy had been repulfed at fort
Auguftus, and at the plain.

On the sth, the chief Sancé arrived with one
thoufand men, to aflit the fettlement againft the

confederates. This chief was defcended froma ~
pirate named Zan. In the night of the {fame day, I+

was apprized of the arrival of thirty boats of the
country, bringing fix hundred armed warriors
from the province of Rantabe.

On the 6th, a detachment I had fent to recon-
noitre the enemy returned, and informed me,
that the Antambour nation, allied to the Saphiro-
.4 bai,
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bai, had eftablithed a camp in the plain, and wait.
ed only for the junétion of the Saphirobai and Se.
claves.to attack the poft. And that on the other
hand the Saphirobai and the Seclaves had formed
three camps, between the poft at the plainand the
chief fettlement, to cut off the communication.
The fame day I was informed of the arrival of fif.
teen thoufand armed men, of the Sambarive nati-
on, who came to afflift the eftablithment, and re-
quefted to be fent againft the enemy without
delay. :

On the roth, the Sambarives being all joined by
the Mulatto chiefs, compofed a body of upwards
of fix thoufand men, with which I took the
teld. 'The campaign promifed to be laborious, on
account of theneceflity of climbing rocks and moun-
tains, and pafling over marfhy lands, which threa-
tened to deprive me of the advantage of my can-
non.

Having at laft approached the enemy’s camp,
who were eftablithed in the plain of Mahertomp,
I{ent Meflrs. I” Armina and certain officers of my
corps, with fifty volunteers, and two thoufand
blacks, with orders to attack the enemy’s poft at
fun-fet. Soon afterwards we heard feveral repeat-
ed difcharges, which obliged me to march to fup-
port my detachment, who had not been able to
diflodge the enemy from the advantageous fituati-
on they were encamped in.  But the firing ceafing
all at once, I fuppofed the parties had feparated.
To arrive at a certainty, 1 fent. two volunteers,
who reported, that they had obferved two camps
at a little diftance from each other, and that each
were bufied in forming entrenchments. After
this information, I fent Lieutenant la Tour, of my
corps to make a circuit to the other fide of the
enemy’s camp, where he was ordered to remain
concealed till midnight ; after which time he was

to
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to ruth impetuoufly upon them, and at the inftant
of our attack to fire on them from the other fide.
My officer performed his orders with great exat-
nefs ; and I heard feveral reports of pateraroes at
two in the morning, at which inmv,,, as I was
ready to march, Ipr')cu:lul ftrait to the enemy ;
but inftead of enemies, T met the Sambarives on
the road, who, having heard the reports of the
large pieces, fuppofed that T had attacked tl e ene-
my. Being thus united by accident to H 'y

of my forces, I entered the pm n of Maher
where we founu o enemies, butin their ‘i‘luce, my
officer, with his detachment. He informe imc,
that, purfuant to my orders, he had brifkly at-
‘tacked the enemy’s camp, who, upon hc;n‘n';o‘ the
repeated difcharge of cannon, imagined the attacic
to be fupported bV our whole a rmy, and had made
their efcape, fome by fwimming, and the reft inm
the woods. My detachment colleted upwards o
two hundred mufkets, which the iupmvc L‘.";.(l
left in their hafte. Forty prifoners were taken by
my people.

Having in this manner become mafter of the
plain of Mahertomp, which is really the moft
agrecable fpot, and the richeft part of the whole
province of Antimaroa, occupying a fpace of fix
leagues along the banks of the river of “Ting]
md more than thlrteen in depth, pcrfckti/'
cultivated and inhabited thronglmm, I judged it

t

‘){1

proper to eftablith a poft to preferve it, and
cure a communication between it, arrl the ¢
fettlement, and the plain of Health. As I h: r’ fix
thoufand blacks under my command, 1 fet them to
work without delay on this pm‘,a and while I
thus employed ‘'my people, I determined to fend
back the prifoners with propofals of peace, to con-
vince them of our geod intentions. But thefe in-

fatuated

Vi@
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fatuated people fiill refufed to accede to my pro-
pofition. ,

On the 12th, the redoubt was finifhed at the
plain of Mahertomp, in which I left twelve volun-
teers commanded by an officer, and defended by
four cannon, which I had caufed to be brought
from Louifbourg. I then proceeded with my
whole army to the plain of Health, where on my
arrival I learned that the enemy, to thé number of
feven or eight thoufand; was encamped at no more
than two leagues diftance from us ; and that their
camp was well entrenched and palifaded. This
ftopped my progrefs, until I could receive four
ficld pieces from Louifbourg. But the chiefs of
my allies being defirous of proving their valour,
without waiting the arrival of the artillery, went
and attacked the enemy unknown to me. They
made feveral fruitlefs aflaults, and being at laft re-
pelled, they retired as far as to the foot of the
mountain, with the enemy clofe at their backs.

My four pieces of cannon being at laft arrived, I
marched myfelf, with thirty volunteers and two
hundred difciplined natives, in the pay of the fet-
tlement. We departed in the night unknown to
our allies, and at day-break, after having erected
two batteries, I began a very hot fire on the enemy.
In the fpace of half an hour, one fide of their pa-
lifade being entirely deftroyed, they abandoned
their firlt entrenchment, and filed off behind a
kind of redoubt, from which they were likewife
diftodged. - At laft they haftened, in the utmoft
confufion, to a branch of the river of Ranoumena,
which was out of the reach of my cannon. But my
allies, being informed that I was engaged with the
enemy, ran up, and feeing the camp taken, quick-
Iy paffed the river, attacked and drove them with-
out refitance. This whole bufinefs was perform-
ed with only two volunteers wounded, who were

my
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my cook and fervant. The lofs of the Sambarives
confifted of eleven men, and of the enemy about
fixty-five. The Sambarives purfued them for fome
days, as far as their frontier ; but I remained at
the plain of Health.

On the 21t, after having refrethed my people, I
raifed my camp at the plain, in order to be nearer
the fecond divifion of the enemy, who had retired
into the morafs of Ampangou, upon an ifland of
about fix leagues in circumference, and furrounded
with water.

On the 22d, I arrived at the plain of Maher-
tomp, where I pitched my camp at the foot of the
new redoubt. Five days were employed in difco-
vering the paffage through the meorafs, and in re-
connoitring the pofition of the enemy.

On the 27th, I raifed my camp at the plain of
Mahertomp, and after having pafled the river of
Tingballe, I arrived at the entrance of the morafs,
from whence we diftinctly faw the enemy’s camp,
at the diftance of about a league and half, and con-
fifting of four thoufand men.

On the 28th, we received a check at the en-
trance of the river Ranoufoutchy, which the ene-
my were obftinately determined to defend. The
Seclaves loft {fo many men, that they quitted their
allies, whofe forces were confiderably weakened
by this event.

On the 29th, feveral fkirmifthes took place be-
tween our people and the enemy. This night four
volunteers, who had been fent to colle&t wood for
the ufe of the camp, pafled the morafs, and thought
proper to amufe themifelves by attacking the ene-
ny, to whofe tents they fet fire.

July the 1ft, 1775. Continual rains increafed
the waters of Ampangou to fuch an height, that
our camp was overflowed, and we were 'obliged
to retreat abovea league. Our enemies, attributing

Vor. 1L N our
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®ur retrgat to another caufe, took courage and at-
tempted to harrafsuse -

From the 2d to the 8th it rained continually,
which gave the enemy time to furround their camp
with a dich and palifade. Y :

On the gth, I received advice, that a party of
about three thoufand of the enemy had rallied fince
the defeat of the Antambours, and had joined the
oppofite camp ; and that another party were very
troublefome in the neighbourhood of Louifbourg.
On this day I heard of the arrival of a veflel.

On the 1oth, the officer commanding the re-
doubt at thé plain of Mahertomp, which I had
named Fort St. John, wrote to me, that reports
were current to the effect, that the enemy was
defirous of forming a treaty of peace with me, to
the prejudice of the Sambarives and other nations
in alliance, who already began to murmur, more
efpecially as I did not attack the enemy, though
they did not confider the obftacles occafioned by
the overflowing of the waters.

On the 13th, the enemy being in want of
provifions in the camp, out of which they dared
not fally for fear of my party, began to repent of
their warfare. In confequence of this informa-
tion, Ifent feveral boats loaded with rice and bana-
nas, with fome brandy ; and let them underftand,
that I was fo far from being defirous of extermi-
nating them, that I would leave them a clear paf-
fage to retreat, whenever they thought proper, on
eondition of their laying down their arms. Ac-
cordingly, I withdrew two pofts which guarded the
paffage from the ifland to the firm land. "This
ftep was attended with much fuccefs ; for the ene-
my perceiving themfelves every day more diftrefl-
ed by famine, began to retire in troops, and feve-
ral came to me. Thefe I received kindly; and
after giving them fome provifions, I fuffered them
to go where they pleafed.

On
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On the 14th, Ireceived information from Louif-
bourg of the arrival of the private fhip the Con-
querant, commanded by the Sieur Olivier, from
the ifle of France, which brought difpatches from
the government of that colony: wherein I was in-
formed, that the Chevalier de Sanglier, Captain
of my corps, whom I had fent to demand fupplies,
had received an abfolute refufal. This difagreea-
ble news gave me the greateft concern; but as it
was a ftep of prudence to encourage my people, I
gave out, that this thip would be followed by two
of his Majefty’s packets, with a fupply of one hun-
dred men ; and I fucceeded in deftroying, in fome
meafure, the confternation of my officers.

From the 15th to the rgth, I wasinformed that
the enemy had entered into a treacherous corref-
pondence with part of our allies. I therefore fet
my confidential {pies at work to make difcoveries.

On the 20th in the morning, a detachment,which
had been fent out of the camp to obferve the ene-
my, difcovered two blacks making their efcape ;
the elder of whom faid to the other, “ Run and
tell them, that no dependance can be placed ‘on
thofe whom they fuppofed to be their friends, and
that I am taken.” This black being brought before
me, confefled that he had been fent to feduce part
of our allies; but that not having fucceeded,
they had been defirous of informing their country-
men, that we intended to attack them. Upon this
depofition, 1 immediately caufed a meeting of feve-
ral chiefs to be held, who condemned him to death.
I confented to the decree with greater willingnefs,
becaufe the man was found to be the fame, who in
the infancy of the fettlement had engaged to fet
fort Louis on fire. His fentence was immediately
carried into execution.

On the 24th, the commanding officer of fort St.
John reported, that a foldier of the name of La

N 2 Gonivier,
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Gonivicr, lately arrived from the ifle of France,
had made feveral mutinous propofals, by affuring
the troops that they were abandoned, and thatthe
ifle of France was fo far from fending any fupplies,
that on the contrary, its chiefs fought every occa-
fion to deftroy us. Being defirous of verifying the
fact myfelf, I gave direitions to take no notice ;
and with a view to watch the man more narrowly,
I ordered him into my owncamp. In the night,
between eleven and twelve o’clock, hearing a noife,
i came out of my tent, and faw the foldier, La
Gonivier, make {everal ftrokes with a fabre at the
officer of the guard, at the fame time that I dif-
tin@ly heard him fay, ¢ That the time would foon
come, when the foldiers fhould command the of-
ficers at Madagafcar.” Itherefore called the guard,
which ran and endeavoured to take the mutineer.
The man in defpair rufhed on them, and wounded
two, crying out, * Come on, my friends.”” This
call at firfk led me to fufpeét a plot. I obferved,
however, from all the motions of the volunteers,
that they remained compofed and fteady in their
duty, by clofing upon the mutineer, who fled to-
wards the wood, but was brought down by a ball.
This unexpeéted event, which tended to dilconcert
our black allies, induced me to haften his execution.
I therefore called a council of my officers without
delay, but the criminal expired of his wound be-
fore his trial came on.

On the 28th, the enemy remaining ftill in =
{mall number on their pofts, which they were ob-
{tinately determined not to quit, being encouraged
by the promife of thirty thoufand men on the part
of the Seclaves, Idetermined to attack them. But
as I had no intention of caufing a mafiacre, I ad-
vifed them of our approach by feveral difcharges of
Cannon.

On
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On the 26th, 27th, and 28th, our black allies
purfued the enemy ; who retir ed to the Northern
parts of the ifiand, as far as the frontiers of Anti-
mananhar.

Auguft the ‘1ft. The Sieur Bourdé, to whom
the Mnh{‘tcr had granted the whale hﬂwiv on the
coaft of Madagtliur, not having fuccced led in his
enterprize, requefted my permiflion to purchafe
rice, inorder toindemnify him for his want of fuc-
cefs. I willingly agreed to his requeft, as the ef-
tablifhment being deftitute of merchandize, could
not carry on any commerce itfelf. I granted the
fame permiffion to the Sieur Olivier, ho brought
a veflel from the ifle of ¥France.

Auguft the 3d, being delivered from our ene-
mies, and the province of Antimaroa being with-
out cultivation, I propofed to the Sambarives, to
replace the Saphirobai, who had been driven out
of their province. My propofition was joyfuily
accepted, and they immediately agreed to pay me
an annual acknowledgment for the protection of
the eftablithment.

On the 4th, a general meetlnq being held for the
divifion of the conquered lands of the enemy, I
gave theright branch of the river of 1xngbaxlc to
the Sambarives, and kept the left branch for the
eftablilhment. Several parties of the Saphirobai
detefting the offences they lmd committed againft
the e{‘c‘mh{hmgnt now came to rcqheﬁ forgwc-
nefs. The kind and Ab‘e manner in which I re-
ceived them, foon ca ufed them to forget their
lofles, and to condemn their chiefs, who had facri-
ficed their people to their own private interefts.
From thefe fugitives I likewife learned, that the
Saphirobai were forced to wander in thu waods,
and fubfift upon roots, becaufe the chiefs of the
other provinces refufed them an afylum. I deter-
mined, therefare, to take advantage of this cir-

cumftange,
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cumftance, to fhew the uprightnefs of my intenti-
ons ; and for this purpofe, on the following day, I
fent commiflioners to the neighbouring chiefs, to
defire them to aflift the Saphirobai with the necef-
faries of life, and to receive them freely, provided
they renounced their purpofe of continuing the
war. This ftep could not but be produdtive of
manifeft advantage.

On the sth, another embarraflment prefented
itfelf. The fubfiftence of the troops of our allies
became chargeable to the eftablithment, and I de-
termined to difmifs them. But this, according to
the cuftom of the ifland, could not be done with-
out recompenfing them by prefents.

The 7th, and 8th, were employed in the
diftribution of prefents ; and I had the fatisfaction
to fee the different nations with their chiefs, re-
turn contented with my manner of proceeding.

On the yth, I was attacked by a fever.

On the 10th, being no longer employed by the
war, I directed my attention entirely to procure
the comforts of life for the eftablifhment, on a
good footing.  Being convinced of the inconveni-
ences to which my people were expofed, in houfes
conftruéted with leaves, after the manner of the
country, I determined to conftruct the whole of
wood. . My troops, with two thoufand: hired
blacks, thould have been employed in building new
apartments for the Governor, with an hofpital,
barracks, and ftore-honfes, and ¢wo hundred other
blacks in building fixty houfes, toform the town;
and during the building, the troop of Sance, com-

ofed of twelve hundred men, {hould have labour-
ed in filling the morafs. But it was unfortunate,
+hat I was then without the means, otherwife Lou-
ilbourg would foon have changed its appearance.

On the 16th, my diforder increafed, and I feit
an univerfal weaknefs, which obliged me to place

the
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the command in the hands of Captain Mallendre,
referving to myfelf, however, the communication
of all affairs of importance. My illnefs, however,
became continually worfe, fo that I was not con-
fulted on any bufinefs whatever.

On the 20th, I was fomewhat better, and re-
ceived information of the death of the Sieur Gar-
reau.

On the 1t of September, this brave and intelli-
gent oflicer was carried to the tomb, to the regret
of the whole corps. The place of engineer which
he poflefled, being rendered vacant by his death, 1
gave orders to the Sieur Rofier, the {cholar of the
Sieur Garreau, to perform that office.

On the 21ft, the officers of my corps waited upon
me, and requefted, that I would give them orders
relative to the intention of the Court, with refpeét
to the eftablithment at Madagafcar ; that in cafe
my illnefs thould prevent my being in a fituation
to attend to the colony, they might aé&t conforma-
bly to the good of the fervice; but finding myfelf
weaker that day than ordinary, I requefted them
to meet at my houfe on the 22d.

On the 22d, the fever left me, and I found my-
felf fomewhat ftronger. This day the meeting was
held, for the refult of which, fee the piece, L. X.
at the end of this memoir, by which the council
was adjourned to the 25th.

On the 25th, the council met by adjournment,
and I received information, that eight wooden
houfes were finifhed, in which the troops were
lodged.

Oé&ober the 1ft. The Sieur Olivier, mafter of a
private veflel from the ifle of France, by whofe
means the fubfiftence of the eftablifhment had been
provided for, fet fail with a cargo of fix hundred
and fifty thoufand pounds of rice; the Sieur
Bourdé likewife took in a cargo of eight hundred

and
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and fifty thoufand pounds of rice. * This fupply of
provifions muft have been very acceptable; and
if the ifle of France had fupplied our ftore-houfes

with merchandize, a prodigious quantity might
have been had, which the iflanders wafted for
want of fale; and there is reafon to apprehend,

that this want will diminifh their induftry next
feafon.

On the 2d, the Sambarive chiefs requefted per-
miffion to erect flag ftaffs on their territory, to dif-
tinguith the chiefs from each other. I agreed to
their requeft, and at the fame time diftributed to
each chief a white flag, with different ftripes of red
and blue, to diftinguifh their degrees. The fame
day the Saphirobai chiefs, who had always re-
mained attached to the government, requefted
permiflion to build a town, under the proteftion
of fort Louis, in order to defend them from the
incurfions of ‘their adverfaries. I agreed to their
requeft with pleafure, as it afforded a means of at-
taining my pmpofc, which was to people the pro-
vince as much as poflible, on account of its vicinity
to the chief fettlement, where the confumption
muft naturally be more conﬁderablc, than in any
other part of the ifland.

On the 3d, I began to perceive a return of my
ftrength, and I found the hofpital entirely empty;
a circumftance which thews, that my troops at this
time were ftronger than ever. I do not, however,
here fpeak of that vigour which is natural to Euro.
peans in_their own country, but which they lofe
in hot climates.

On the 4th, Hiavi, chief of the province of Ma-
havelou, demanded my afliftance againft the Faria-
vas and Betahmems who had declared war againit
him. As this chief had alw ays acted in the inte-
refts of the Europeans, I determined to aflift him
and for that purpofe, detached feven volunteers

with
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+with a {ubaltern officer, to Foul Point, to a& ac-
cording to the orders of the commander at that
out-fettlement. I was convinced before hand, that
the mere report of my having taken part with Hi-
avi, would put an end to the war.

On the 6th, the hofpital, with 2ll the adjoining
buildings, were at laft finithed in a folid manner;
but, fortunately, we were at this time in 2 fituation
to keep them vacant.

From the 7th to the 12th, I madean excurfion,
to vifit the diftri¢t which had been furrendered to
the Sambarives, on the banks of the river Ting-
balle. The lands were excellent, but the territory
annexed to the eftablithment by the late conqueft,
were greatly fuperior. What immen{e riches might
be derived from a diftrit of land, twenty-two
leagues in length, upon the coaft of a navigable
river? This excurfion entirely reftored my health.

On the 13th, I gave orders to cover the poft of
fort 5t. John, by a broad ditch and a double pali-
{fade, with a covered way, and to build feveral
houfes in wood, for the accommodation of fuch
as might ftop there, in their way to the plain of
Health.

On the 14th, I received a courier from the Sieur
Mayeur, interpreter, and Mr. Corbi, officer of
my corps, the latter of whom I had fent in boats
round the Northern parts of the ifland, while the
former went by land along the fhore, in order to
examine all, the bays, harbours, and rivers, the
inhabitants, their numbers, forces, induftry, pro-
ductions, and mutual interefts. 1 ordered them
to continue their journey, until they arrived at
the territories of Lambouin, a chief who affumed
the title of King of the North. My intention was
toengage this chief in our interelts, and to pur-
chafe of him the ifland Noflebe, fituated to the
N, W. of the ifland of Madagafcar, in 13° 15'S.

latitude,
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Jatitude, and 45° 6' longitude from Paris. Thefe
two officers fent me the journals of the coaft. They
informed me, that they had joined company in
the territories of the chief Lambouin, by whom
they were amicably received ; that this chief be-
ing aftonifhed at the renown of the white men,
had determined before their arrival, to fend am-
paffadors to me, to form a treaty with the eftab-
fithment, and that profiting by his good difpofi-
tion, they had caufed him to enter into an oath of
friendthip ; that they had purchafed the ifland Nof-
fche of him; and that having in this manner at-
tained the purpofes of their miffion, they waited
only for my orders to return.

Being thus affured of the attachment of Lam-
bouin, whofe intereft it was to fecure himfelf againft
the vexations of the Seclaves, I could depend on a
refpectable ally, capable of furnithing fifteen or
twenty thoufand men.

From the 15th to the z2oth, being in perfect
tranquillity, and my troops being recovered from
their fatigue, I recommenced the works, and em-
ployed them in building a place of refidence for the
Governof.

On the 21ft, I received information that feveral
bands of the Saphirobai fugitives had approached
the eftablifhiment, where they had burned feveral
houfes of the Sambarives; upon which I immedi-
ately detached twelve volunteers, commanded by
an officer, and fupported by fix hundred blacks, to
clear the woods and their avenucs.

On the 22d, my detachment returned in the
evening with three prifoners, whom they had ta-
ken, after furprizing a party of thefe black rob-
bers.

On the 23d, I received a packet from my offi-
cer, who commanded at Foul Point, in which he
informed me, that the enemics of Hiavi had made

offers
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offers of peace, on condition that the commander
of that poft fhould be appointed judge, to deter-
mine the differences which might arife between
them and Hiavi; but that the latter, not having
thought proper to confent, my officer engaged to
bring Hiavi to reafon, provided he might have per-
miffion to ufe threats, in cafe he obftinately conti-
nued to refufe his compliance. As this manceuvre
promifed to gain an entire people to my interefts,
and 1 was well aware of the prudence of my officer,
I returned precife orders to him in confequence.
O&ober the 24th. The end of the month now
approaching, without the arrival of any news from
Europe, and the return of the Chevalier de San-
glier, whom I had fent for {upplies to the ifle of
France, being likewife retarded, produced the moft
afflicting refleCtions in my mind; and I had no
other refource than my firmnefs againft the un-
happy fate which purfued me. I confidered the
approach of the bad feafon, during which, if the
fupplies thould continue to be with-held (as it would
be out of my power to form eftablifhments in the
interior parts of the country), I had every reafon
to expeét that the fettlement would be again
plunged into the moft critical fituation. The troops
feeing none of the fupplies arrive, upon which
their hopes had been hitherto fupported, muft of
courfe confider themielves as abandoned ; and that
with fo much the more certainty, as the reports
fpread in the ifle of France, concerning the re-
duction of my troops had been divulged at Mada-
gafcar, notwithftanding all my precautions. The
courage of my officers, who had adopted the firm
refolution of doing their duty, by encouraging
their men, was the only circumftance which fup-
ported me, and gave me reafon to prefume that I
might ftill refift the preflure of misfortune. But:
who could anfwer for the continuance of my force,
which
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which muft every day become lefs effectual ? What
an unhappy fituation it is for a Commander in
Chief, who, after refifting the intemperature of
hot climates, fuffered dangerous difeafes, and un-
dergone infinite fatigue ;—who, after having feen
his troops diminifhed one-third, finds himfelf un-
der the neceflity of facing every circumftance,
without lofing the advantages he has gained, but
on the contrary, preferving them againft fudden
revolutions ; and who, inftead of the fupplies he
has requefted, is expofed to the jealoufy and ca-
Jumnies of perfons in place who were ordered by
the Government to afford him every affiftance '—
A promife was made me, that 1 thould receive
every year fupplies, and 2 rejinforcement of one
hundred and twenty men ; and that in the mean
time the ifle of France fthould fupport me inevery
prefling exigency ; and in a word, that nothing
{hould be wanting for the fuccefs of my miflion.
But, alas, two whole years were gone, and I {ftill
remained without fupplies. If they were flill de-
layed, 1faw that the fatal inftant would not fail to
arrive, in which the fruits of all my labour, care,
and fatigue would vanith, and France be for ever
deprived of the power of regaining the confidence
of the natives. Such were the reflettions that op-
preffed me, and on an occafion like this, the pen
can never defcribe the fufferings of the mind.
From the 25th, to the end of the month, I em-
ployed my time in vifiting the pofts, which'l
found every where in perfect order.  But I found
fadnefs and depreflion in every countenance; a
fadnefs which certainly did not arife from a {pirit
of mutiny. I knew my troops too well to fufpect
it. But I 'could be at no lofs for the caufe. Def-
titute of linen, of clothes, or covering, I beheld
them ditheartened, and had not external refource
to relieve them, and reftore their fpirits.
November
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November the 1ft, 1775. Adtivity and refoluti-
On were never more neceﬂiu‘y. I colleted a num-
ber of the native women, whom I employed in
making cloth, and ten volunteers were feleéted to
perform the occupation of taylors, in clothing my
poor fellows. I fuccéeded in tanning fkins, and
being provided with fhoemakers, the profpe® of
again poflefling fhoes, began to be more chearing
than before. Nothing therefore remained, but to
divert my men. For this purpofe I exercifed them
in firing at a mark, and gave a prize to fuch as
diftinguifhed themfelves. This exercife tended to
render them more {erviceable, and was at the fame
time an object of entertainment. * In confequence
of this determination, Iput a ftop to the ordinary
works, and began the exercifes.

On the 4th, I wasinformed of the arrival of the
Saphirobai chief Effonlahé, who was fent by his
nation to demand an audience. I referred him to
the next day, in order to give time to the Samba-
rive chiefs to come together, and be prefent at the
delivery of the propofitions of this envoy.

On the sth, the aflembly being met, the envoy
of the Saphirobai entered. His head was thaven,
as a mark of fubmiflion, and proftrating himfelf on
the ground, he pronounced thefe words. ¢ I, the
unfortunate chief of the race of ‘the Saphirobai
Antimaroa, throw myfelf at the feet of the juftice
and mercy of the great Chief, to implore his grace,
in the name of my whole nation, which requetls
permiflion to fend deputies to expiate its fault. I
am come before to offer my life if it be neceflary.
Conqueror, in us thou mayeft no longer behold an
enemy, but the remains of an unhappy people,
who are obedient and fubmiffive to thy laws.”

After having liftened to his fpeech, I replied as
follows : ¢ I have beheld with forrow the irregu-
larities of the Saphirobai chiefs. I call your own

nation
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nation to witnefs, with what tendernefs 1 have
conduéted myfelf, with a view to maintain an al-
liance and avoid a war, whofe confequences could
not fail to end in your defiruétion. And thou,
chief Effonlahé, who now fpeakett with me, fay,
waift thou not three times charged to carry offers
of peace to thy countrymen? Am I to blame that my
offers produced three refufals ? Judge then this
day, who has a&ed wrong ; and who it is that has
deferved the chaftifement of heaven. The oaths
of fidelity, by which we were united before this
unhappy war, have been {fported with by you.
You have broken your engagements with us.
You have dared to infringe a compaét made in the
prefence of the great God. Itis he who has pun-
ifhed you, and purfues you with his vengeance.—
But [ am charged never to refufe the offers of
friendfhip made by the people of Madagafcar. It
is my duty to protect the unfortunate, and to ren-
der juftice where it is due, at the price of my
blood, and that of my companions. It is by vir-
tue of thefe orders that I grant forgivenefs to the
nation of the Saphirobai. They may without fear
fend any of their chiefs to me during the courfe of
the enfuing month, to regulate the common in-
terefts of both nations.”

The envoy. of the Saphirobai, contented with
my anfwer, repeated his prayers, thanked me,
and retired.

The Sambarive chiefs, who were prefent at the
affembly, informed me of their apprehenfions, that
as [ had pardoned the Saphirobai, I thould reftore
them their entire province, and confequently, that
they fhould be forced to abandon their eftablifh-
ment. But when they had received an affurance
from me, that that part of the province which
had been granted to them, fhould remain in their

pofleflion,
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pofleflion, by virtue of the treaty concluded with
the Saphirobai, they became contented.

From the 6th of November, to the 13th, I was
conftantly employed in exercifing my troops ; and
their cloathing being at laft ready, was diftributed
among them.

On the 14th, a courier from Foul Point, ac-
companied with two chiefs, fubject to Hiavi, ar-
rived. My officers informed me, that Hiavi had
at laft confented to my requeft, and that peace was
concluded on; but that, on the other hand, the
chiefs who were fubject to Hiavi, were meditating
a revolt againft him, as they could no longer bear
his oppreflion. The two chiefs who arrived with
my courier, gave me an account of this, and af-
fured me, that the people who were fubjeit to
Hiavi, were perfeétly willing to {ubmit to the fet-
tlement, provided I would declare againft their
Sovereign. 1 might perhaps have liftened to this
propofition at another time; but in the fituation I
then ftood, it would not have been prudent to
have engaged myfelf in an affair of fuch a nature,
as might have produced very ferious confequences.
I therefore contented myfelf with promifing to
thefe two chiefs that I would bring Hiavi to reafon,
and in the mean time I forbad them to make any
attempt againft him, until I had afcertained the
facts myfelf. My promife was accompanied by
prefents, with which they were well fatisfied.

The interefts of the {ettlement required, that
the power of Hiavi thould be limited, but a fudden
revolution might probably endanger the govern-
ment ; and it is not till after a courfe of time, that
the authority of certain chiefs can be diminifhed.,
In the mean time, it is neceflary to treat them
with mildnefs, and to explain to them their true
interefts. For it is certain, that the Madagafcar
nations can never be fubjugated by force, and

2 the
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the wotk of civilization cannot be accomplithed;
but by a inan who by his conduét, virtue, and

juftice, fhall have acquired the confidence of the

chiefs and people.

The 15th and 16th, were employed in repairing
all the fhallops, boats, and canoes, and putting
them in 2 ftate for fervice.

On the 17th, the Sieut Aumont, ftorekeeper,
died. I immediately gave orders to the clerk to
{eal all his effeéts and papers, to forward them to
Mr. Maillart; and on the other hand, that the
fervice might not fuiter, I gave orders to make an
inventory of the contents of the ftore-houfes, which
I entrufted provifionally to the Sieur Befle, trea-
furer, conformably to the intention of the Minif-
ter, who, in his letter took notice, that the trea-
fury and ftores might be intrufted to one perfon.
This bufinefs was quickly performed, but 1 was
greatly aftonifhed to hear from the Secretary of
the adminiftration, that all the regifters of entry
and difburfements were blank. This admirable
method of keeping accounts, muft no doubt have
been produétive of no very agreeable confequences
to Mr. Maillart, who chofe thefe people.

On the 18th, I received advice from the blacks;
that an Englith fhip which had failed along the
coaft during the courfe of the month, had {uffered
fo much by a tempeft, that they were forced to
fire feveral guns for affiftance, in the fight of the

. v (=]
fettlement of Angontzi; but that the hard wea-

ther having driven her off the coaft, they had loft -

fight of her; and fhe had been fince feen from
Andrava, at the diftance of two leagues from the
thore, on fire. No more than {feven people were
fived in the boat, which came on fhore at Loquez.
The following day I fent an order to the Sieux
Mayeur, interpreter, (who was not more than
two days journcy diftance from the place where

thefe
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thefe unfortunate people had landed) to give them
affiftance, and afford them the means of coming to
the chief fettlement.

On the 1gth, feveral blacks from the Weftern
coaft informed me, that the chiefs of the Seclaves
had held a meeting, in which they had determined
to make war upon the French, and to engage all
the people of the Eaft in their interefts; in confe-
quence of which, they had fent {everal chiefs into
the different provinces, to perfuade them to unite
againft the eftablithment. Thefe reports demand-
ed all my attention. I likewife fent fpies on my
part to inquire into the truth, in order that I
might have time to make preparations, in cafe the
Seclaves thould fucceed, in forming their league
with the people of the Eaft coaft ; and they were
particularly directed to afcertain, whether they pro-
pofed to fall upon wusin the bad feafon, which
would have greatly embarrafled me.

On the 20th, I fent my fpies with articles of
trade to purchafe cattle. Under  this pretence,
they were to obtain information of manceuvres of
the Seclaves, and the intentions of the different
nations.

On the 21ft, the Sambarive chiefs affembled at
the fettlement in great confternation, at the news
of the war, which the Seclaves had declared againft
the eftablithment. They demanded why the fuc-
cours from France were {o long delayed ; and how
L thould a&, in cafe I fhould be attacked by the
Seclaves in the bad {eafon, before their arrival.
They obferved, likewife, that with my fmall num-
ber of people, I could not make any refiftance
againft the ememy; and that they themfelves
thould become their vi@ims, as being the moft
faithful and zealous friends of the efteblifbment.
'T'o encourage them, and remove their apprehenfi-
ans, I replied, that I was afhamed of the fear,

Vor. II. O which




104 MEMOIRSAND TRAVELS OF

which fo brave a nation as themfelves had fhewn ofi
this occafion ; that the Sambarives ought to have
a better opinion of my courage; and that 1 knew
well what would be the propereft mode of pro-
ceeding. My anfwer, however, did not fatisty
them. They repeated their complaints, and faid,
¢ You will abandon us. Your King has not fent
any more people to you. You are ready to quit
us, and we alone fhall be unfortunate, for having
been your friends.”” The voice of the people and
of the chiefs was the famie. They requefted me to
take an oath that I would not abandon them. I
gave feveral entertainments to the chiefs and peo-
ple of the Sambarives, and neglected nothing to
infpire them with 2il the neceffary confidence. But
in my own mind, I had as much need of confolati-
on ; for I found myfelf at the approach of the bad
feafon, without fupplies, without troops, and in
a word, entirely abandoned.

On the 14th of December, a periagua arrived
from the North, which brought me a Malay wo-
man, who alone had furvived the wreck of the
Englifh veflel. She informed me, that the Englifh
veflel had left Bombay with fixteen guns and one
hundred ten, and that her cargo was compofed
of filk and other merchandize of India, with fire-
arms and brandy ; that after their departure from
Bombay, they had putin at the ifland of Johanna;
and, lafily, that on their arrival on the coaft of
Madagafcar, they had tried to take fome of the na-
tives, to fpeak with them, but had not fucceeded,
notwithftanding the repeated trips their boats had
made on fhore ; at the approach of which, the na-
tives of the country were always feen cither armed
to prevent their landing, or flying into the inte-
rior parts of the country; that, laftly, the veflel
" being overtaken by a tempeft, was obliged to
ftand off the coaft, and upon her having caught

fire,

et ==
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fire, the whole crew took the boats to make
for the fhore ; that out of three boats two were
funk by the number of people who crouded into
them, and ‘the jolly-boat only reached the fhore
with feven perfons, including the Captain ; that
the Captain with fix others were dead, and fhe
alone remained out of the fhip.

On the 15th, my {pies having returned, confirm-
ed the report, that great preparations for war were
making by the Seclaves againft us, and that they
waited only for the breaking up of the bad feafon,
to take the field to the number of thirty thoufand
men ; that they had fent feveral emiflaries into the
different provinces to engage the chiefs on their
fide, but that they depended much more on their
own forces, flattering themfelves that the French
durft not face them, and that during the time
they fhould keep them fhut up in their forts, they
thould be at liberty to reduce the provinces of
their allies, who would be forced to follow their
ftandards. This information, though very dif-
agreeable, on account of the difpofition and fitua-
tion of the eftablithment, gave me fome confolati-
on ; becaufe I was aflured, that the Seclaves would
leave me in tranquillity during the whole of the
bad {eafon, and that the fupplies fo long expeéted,
would at length arrive.

On the 16th, I fent feveral meflengers botlr to
the North and South of the ifland, to inform the
chiefs of the movements of the Seclaves ; at the
fame time enjoining them, to hold themfelves in
readinefs to join my forces at the firft orders I
thould give. 1 fignified to them befides, that all
thofe who fhould receive the Seclaves among them,
under any pretext whatever, would be confidered
as enemies of the eftablithment.

O 2 On




196 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

On the 18th, I received informaton of the arri-
val of the chiefs of the Saphirobidi and Antambour,
who requefted a meeting, and demanded peace.

On the 21it, the Saphirobaiand Antambour chiefs
were admitted into the Cabar. They reprefented to
me, that the misfortunes and power of war, having
difpoflefled them of their province, and being reduc-
ed to the vile and abjet condition of vagabonds,
who have no country, they had unanimoully deter-
mined to furrender themfelves to my difcretion ;

hat they requefted only a part of their province
for cultivation, without pretending to the proprie-
ty, the right of which belonged to the Sambarives.
They concluded by obferving, that if they wereto
be unhappy, they Tntreated at leaft, that they might
be permitted to dic in their own country. Being in-
formed from my interpreters, of the fincerity of
their repentance, and the interefts of the eftablith-
ment requiring, that the province thould be as ful-
ly peopled as poflible, I pardoned them, and the
chiefs entered into an oathof fubmiffion and fide-
lity.

On the 24th, a fignal was made on the moun-
tain, thata two mafted veflel was in fight.

On the 26th, the veflel anchored near the ifle Ai-
guillon, about noon, and the Chevalier de Sanglier,
Captain, whom 1 had {ent to theifle of France, be-
ing come on fhore, prefented to me four recruits he
had raifed, which compoied the fuccour the ifle of
France fent me. 1employed the whole day in read-
ing my packets, 1n hopes of finding fome order or

f ¥ ;
letter from the Miniffer ; but I found nothing but
1 s11 . . 4 c o9 S B o
the railleries which the letters of Melirs. de Ternay

and Maillart were filled with. Mr. de Sanglier in-
formed me, that feveral fuits at law were carrying
on againft me in. the ‘ifle of France; and,laftly
that every outrage, calumny, and impofture, was
uféd to overwhelm me. 1 here pafs them over
o {filence, as they form no part of my operations.
On
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On the 27th, the four perfons whom Mr. de Ter-
nay forwarded to me tobe employed as volunteers
of honour, were prefented to me. This comman-
der pretended to ferve the fiate, by fending me
to me whofe paft conduét had confifted of highly

Aiadd

reprehenfible irregularities, and wnnatural crimes.
I do not here mention their names on account of
their families ; but I do not think they efcaped at
Madagafcar. This iflandis a true touchfione for
the conduét of men. 1 received information of the
death of his Majefty, Louis XV. of happy memory,
and the joyful acceflion of his Majefty Louis XVI.
to the throne. I likewife underftood that the Mi-
niftry was changed ; and I was apprehenfive that
for this reafon my fupplies would be retarded, and
the plan of my operations might probably be chan-
ged. In a word, all thefe circumftances oppofed
my progrefs. 1 had no other dependance than pa-
tience and firmnefs, and the hope that the veil
which covered the future, would at Iaft fall.
January the ift; 1776. I was bufied in adjufting
the accounts of my troops, and thofe of the general
ftorehoufe, which I difcharged out of my own purie.
On the 1oth, his Majeity’s packet le Dauphin,
commanded by Enfign Tromelin, left the ifle of
France to go to the Secheyles iflands, and put in at
the fettlement for provifions,which 1 caufed to be
delivered to them.
On the 11th, his Majefty’s brig le Coureur, which
I had fent to Mozambique arrived. The Captain
of this veflel informed me, that he had been forced
to anchor at the ifle of France, and that he could
purchafe but very few flaves. This, information
aftonithed me, as the articles of trade with which
we had been fupplied from the general ftorehoufe,
had been very confiderable. 1 therefore fent an
officer on board to examine the officers and crew,
refpecting the trade at Mozambique ; and I went
on
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on board myfelf to affift in the examination. In
this way I learned, that the Captain had fold forty-
two blacks at the ifle of France, which were the
produce of his cargo, and the rice. I therefore
caufed him to be put under confinement on board
the vefldl. Three men from the ifle of France
were fent on fhore, one of whom called himfelf a
taylor, theother a cabinet-maker, and the third a
writer. They were all three fick, and had been
taken out of the hofpital, doubtlefs witha view to
augment the number of the dead at Madagafcar.

On the 12th, I received advice that the Rohan-
drian Cunifaloues was on his way toput himf{elf
under the protection of the eftablifhment, in order
to refift the Seclaves, who threatened him, and fe-
veral parties of whom had already fet whole villa-

¢s in flames upon our frontiers.

On the 15th, two Sambarive chiefs, who were
attached to my perfon, informed me, that the
King of the Seclaves had fent afecret meflenger to
Hiavi, King and Chief of Foul Point, to engage
him to a& againft the interefts of the eftablithment,
and that Hiavi had held a meeting on this bufinels,
in which the envoys of the Seclaves had propofed
to Hiavi, to fupport him in the fovereignty over
the whole Eaft coaft, on condition that he thould
make war on theeftablithment. But that Hiavi
would not confent to make war upon the white
men ; becaufe he faid, it was impoffible for the
King to refilt the French, whofe Fangafoudi, or
forcerers, were ftronger than thofe of the blacks
and that moreover the Baron, having a knowledge
of the ftars, knew every thing which was contriv-
ed againit him, and that ke (Hiavi) having engag-
ed by oath tobe faithful to the eftablithment,
durft not make any attempt againft it, as he was
fure to die immediately, in cafe he fhould break his
path, '

On
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On the 14th, we were in the midft of the bad fea-
fon. If it fhould weaken us, faid I to myfelf, and
the fupplies be ftill detained, I may fay with Vir-
gil, Sic wos non wobis, nidificatis aves. :

I received information that Hiavi, notwithftan-
ding his anfwer to the Seclaves, was inclined to
their fide, and that he had furnifthed them with
arms and ammunition. This conduét induced me to
deprefs his authority, which waseafy to be done,
by afluring the Mulatta chiefs, who were defcended
from Europeans, that the alliance of Hiavi with
the Scclaves, would reduce them to fervitude, and
that when they were reduced. to the obedience of
Hiavi, they would foon be confounded with his
flaves. Their proud fpirit would have eagerly
feized the inftant to withdraw themfelves from
the fubjection to Hiavi, by attaching themfelves
entirely to the eftablifhment ; but I preferred gen-
tle methods to preferve peace and tranquility along
the Eaft coaft.

From the 15th to the 2oth, I held different
Cabars, and fent feveral emiffaries to obferve the
motions of the enemy,

On the 21ft, the new dwelling for the Gover-
nor was finifhed, and I went to refide there with
the more fatisfaction, as I had long been very in-
conveniently lodged, and had felt the confequens.
ces in the effectit had on my health,

On-*the 22d, the Sambarive chiefs informed
me, that the Seclaves had invited them to join
them againft the whites ; but that their nation had
anfwered, by fending them powder, ball, and
gun flints (the fignal of war), declaring at the fame
time, that the Sambarives had allied themfelves
to me with fincerity ; that they confidered my
encmies as their enemies, and that they would
not give the Seclaves the trouble of coming to

them,
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them, becaufe they intended to meet them. T gave
an entertainment to this brave nation.

On the 23d, 1 was informed by my interpreter,
that the Sambarives had fent feveral of their chiefs
into different provinces, to engage the people ta
make war on the Seclaves. This brave nation gave

ublic notice, thatall thofe who did not join them
fhould be confidered as their enemies, and that
their troops thould carry fAames and fire into their

rovinces. This mark of fo eminent a degree of
attachment affeted me greatly, and I ardently
withed for an opportunity of convincing this good
people of my affeétion.

On the 14th, I learned pofitively, that the Fa-
riavas and the Betalimenes had recommended the
war againft Hiavi, and that his own people muti-
nied againft him, for having entered into an oath
with the Seclaves. This news was foon followed
by a demand on the part of Hiavi for afliftance,
which was what I expected.

On the 25th,’ the chiefs of the Antambours fent
me word that feveral chiefs of the Seclaves, eftab-
lithed upon their frontiers, had refufed to take
arms againft the eftablifhment 3 and that to avoid
the rage of their King, a party of them had taken
refuge amongft the Antambour, and others with
Cunifaloues the chief, who had fent me this infor-
mation, and was himfelf coOming.

On the 29th, Diafaick, chief of the Machinera
non, and confidant of Hiavi, came to demand af-
{iftance againtt his enemies, at the fame time that
he complained that reports were current that I had
abandoned Hiavi, for which reafon it was abfo-
lutety neceflary that I fhould declare in his favour,
in order to appeafe the troubles and revolts which
had been excited among his own fubjeédts. I re-
plied, that Hiavi had brought himfelf into the dif-
ficulties be now experienced ; that he had himfelf
eriven reafons for his enemies to declare againft him

a fecond
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a fecond time, in confequence of the league he had
made with the Seclaves againft the government ;
that his own proceeding had ferved as a warning
to the Betalimenes and Fariavas, with regard to
their behaviour, from whom it was that I had re-
ceived information of all the intrigues of Hiavi.
The chief Fauna, confounded at my anfwer, threw
himfelf at my feet, begging pardon for Hiavi, and
protefting that he would recall his mafter to his
duty. In my definitive anfwer, I infifted that Hi-
avi thould fend his brother to me with five hundred
armed men, with orders to march againft the Se-
claves, and thould publicly renounce the alliance
of that nation. I promifed, that in the mean time
I would prevent his enemies from making any at-
tempts againft him, but that on the flighteft ap-
pearance of refufal on his part, I would openly
join his opponents.

It cannot eafily be imagined, with what precau-
tion I found it neceffary to aét with regard to the
inhabitants of this ifland. Revolutions are fo fud-
den, thatto prevent them, Iwas forced to become
an orator, to conform to the chara&er of this na-
tion. It was a very unhappy circumftance that I
was without force; the tmalleft augmentation
would have been fuflicient to have enabled me to
have effected whatever revolutions [ thought pro-
per 5 but having no more than one hundred men,
and thofe exhaufted by fatigue, they could not be
able to guard one hundred and eighty leagues of
coaft, which was the fpace contaired by our.dif-
ferent fettlemengs. It was impoffible therefore to
remove {o many obftacles as prefented themfelves,
without employing ftratagem or cabal ; a fituation
very afili¢ting for a military man, when his ope-
rations can only be carried on in the cabinet ina
tedious and difgraceful way.

February the 1ft, a fignal was hung out at the
mountain, that a thip was in fight,

On
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On the 2d, the fignal ftill appeared; but I dif-
covered nothing but a {malil veflel, which feemed
to be a banion, or the veflel of fome perfon, whofe
wretched fortune required the affiftance of piracy,
or the employment of a {py.

On the 3d, the Antambour and Saphirobai chiefs
came to declare to me, that being determined to

ive invariable proofs of their attachment to the
cftablithment, they requefted me to accept fifteen
hundred armed men of their nation, to be em-
ployed againit the Seclaves. Good news, exclaim.
ed I, the example of my brave Sambarives will in-
vite the other nations to imitate them.

A private veflel named the Lizard, anchored in
the harbour, and the Captain, Mr. St. Etheard,
made me an offer of his cargo on the King’s ac-
count. It confifted of cloth, brandy, and fugar.

On the 8th, I reccived pofitive information of
the march of the Seclaves, who direéted their
courfe towards our frontiers.

Between the gth and 15th, I vifited my pofts,
and faw that the artillery was in a proper fituation
for fervice.

My officers, being informed by the natives of
the approach of the Seclaves, and perceiving their
troops to be greatly weakened, were in no {mall
confternation, and could not avoid repeating fome
of the circumftances to me ; becaufe as they faw
me apparently at my eafe, in fucha critical fitua-
tion, they imagined that I was unacquainted with
the proceedings of our enemies.

From the 17th to the 23d, I cleared the envi-
rons of fort Louis, in order to difcover the ap-
proach of the enemy more readily 3 and I was par-
ticularly bufied in making fire balls, rockets, fuzees,
and fire lances, in order to prevent the enemy from
harrafling us.

On
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" On the 2 3d, the chiefs of the province, Antiva-
rai and Angontzi, came to offer me five hundred
warriors. This news afforded me fome {mall com-
fort, and I began to colleét myfelf againft the un-
happy events that threatened the eftablithment.
The greateft part of the bad feafon ‘was now over,
and our {fick were not fo numerous as I expeted.

The envoys of Lambouin, King of the North,
arrived, and demanded an aflfembly. They de-
clared on the part of their Prince, that he was al-
ready in the field to attack the Seclaves on his fide,
and waited only for my orders for that purpofe.
The defire of this chief to eftablith a conftant trade
with the fettlement, in order to fecure its protec-
tion, which. was neceflary to him againft the Se-
claves, and to preferve his authority, could not
fail of being productive of the greateft advantage
to the eftablithment.

On the 2d, I was informed of the arrival of en-
voys from the chief Cunifaloues, who informed
me of the approach of their chief, together with
Rozai, coufin of the King of the Seclaves, who
was driven by his relation out of his native coun-
try, and probably came to take advantage of the
prefent circumftances, and adapt them to his defire
of revenge. After having thewn every fign of
friendthip to the envoys of the chief Cunifaloues,
I fent feveral fpies to meet him, in order to ob-
ferve his conduct, and to prevent a furprize.

The chief Cunifaloues, poffeflor of the province
of Santianak, had been tributary for the fpace of
eighteen years to the Seclaves, who often had ra-
vaged his province, under the fpecious pretence of
colletting the tribute. T therefore had reafon to
think, that the motive of his journey was founded
on the hope of throwing off the fubjection to the
Seclaves, by the affiftance of the ‘eftablithment.
The coincidence of this chief in my views promifed
greatly to diminith the forces of the Seclaves, b?-

caufe
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caufe his example would lead others: Rozai, the
chief of the Seclaves, who came with him, is of
the reigning family of that nation, of which the
father of the prefent King ufurped the crown, af-
ter having rendered himielf mafter of the country,
by a fudden revolt of the inhabitants, and having
without compaffion, reduced the ancient royal fa-
mily to fervitude. I was aflured that Rozai had
many partizans in the nation, who, if they faw
him at the head of fome forces, would join his
party. All thefe circumitances gave me reafon to
hope, that I might derive great advantages this
year from a campaign, and I might have undoubt-
edly firuck a fine fircke, if the fupplies had ar-
rived. As the war Iam about to defcribe, relates
to the country of the Seclaves, it may be proper to
give a {light notion of that kingdom and nation,

Ax AccounT oF THE KINGDOM OF THE SE-

CLAVES, CALLED Bovana,

March, 1776. The kingdom of the Seclaves
extends from the Bay of Maflaheli, on the Weit
coaft of Madagafcar, lying between 44° 20" and
42° longitude from Paris, and 14° and 16° South
Jatitude, upon the fame Weftern coaft of the ifland.
Here it muft be obferved, that this kingdom is not
to be confounded with the ancient country of the
Seclaves, which extends much further to the South-
ward, and no longer depends upon the fame chief.
The authoerity of the firft chief of the Seclaves,
who from time immemorial has poflefled the title of
King, is defpotic. His whole people are flaves,
and the chiefs who govern the different provinces,
are nominated by him. Their property and lives

are
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are in his hands. He always keeps an army of three
thoufand warriors on foot. His authority which
he often abufes, renders him formidable to his un-
happy people, who mortally hate him.

"The Arabians of the iflands Johanna, Comoro,
and Mayotto, have eftablithed a factory at Maron-
vai, the capital of the Seclaves, which is at all
times fupplied with effeds and merchandizes, con-
fifting of Surat cloth, combs, filver bracelets, gold
buckles, razors, knives, glafs beads, &c. in ex-
change for which they receive fkins, incenfe, ben-
jamin, amber, wax, and wood in planks. The
facility which the King of the Seclaves finds in the
commerce of the Arabians, and that which he has
hitherto found in obtaining arms, gunpowder, and
brandy, from private fhips, which touch at Ma-
dagafcar, and which he receives in payment of tri-
bute from different provinces on the Eaftern coaft,
renders him averfe to the eftablithment of a dire&
trade with the French. It may likewife be true,
that the Arabians, jealous of our rival commerce,
may have infpired him with fentiments contrary
to the interefts of the eftablithment. But, as fince
my arrival, all the provinces of the Eaft coaft have
fhaken off’ their yoke, and no longer fupply them
with arms and warlike ftores, the Seclaves cannot
but be quickly reduced.

The country of the Seclaves enjoys a very whole-
fome air. It is flat, has few woods, and is wa-
tered with an infinity of fine rivers, and abounds
with immenfe plains, inhabited by thoufands of
wild oxen, which belong to any one who can take
them. The King of the Seclaves might raife an
army of thirty thoufand men, if he poffeffed the
affections of his people ; but upon the leaft appear-
ance of war, it is ufual for them to fly into the
mountains, towards the Eaftern coaft. Trom thefe
emigrations feveral different nations have been

formed.
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formed. Since my arrival in this ifland, I have
always maintained detachments, either in the
country of the Seclaves, or on its frontiers, and
they have experienced none of thofe diforders
which prevail near the fea coalt to the Eaftward.
For this reafon I am convinced, that the Weftern
coaft would be more favourable to the Europeans.
Such an advantage, added to that of poflefling fe-
veral excellent harbours, by which a communicas
tion might be formed with the coaft of Africa,
renders it highly deferving of the utmoft exerti-
ons of a Governor eftablithed at this place, to fe-
cure this country; for which purpofe nothing
more is neceflary than to engage the whole of the
Faftern coaft in his intereft againft the Seclaves.
"The happieft occafion now prefented itfelf ; for the
Kine of the Seclaves, having declared war againft
the eftablithment, and its allies, it became unne-
ceffary to confine ourfelves to defenfive operations.
But the weaknefs and extreme wants of my troops,
tended but too much to check my ardour.

A courier from Foul Point brought me the good
news, that Hiavi had exprefled the moft fincere re-
pentance at having entered into an oath with the
Seclaves ; and that in order to repair his fault, he
had fent twelve hundred warriors to my afliftance.

The chief Cunifaloues at length arrived on the
6th, I ordered the meeting to be held on the 8th,
to which I invited the chiefs of the Sambarives,
Saphirobai, Antambours, Antavacas, and Anta-
volifbei. * When the aflembly met Cunifaloues
addreiled me as follows : I write down the proper
words of the difcourfe of the blacks, in order that
thofe who fucceed me might be familiarized with
their expreflion. 1 Cunifaloues, the unfortu-
nate chief of the noble race of Santianak, being
fubjected by the laws of war to the Seclaves, come
to render what I owe to the great warrior and grea%

chie
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chief of the white men, whofe name be blefled,
and arm fupported by the force of God. Being
affured that the reports which were fpread of .the
war, which the Seclaves propofed to make againft
thee were true, I have haftened to offer thee my
arm with thofe of my pecople. Difpofe of our
goods at thy pleafure. Thy will fhall ever be
mine, and that of my children. Deign to receive
our oath, to affure thee that Cunifaloues acknow-
ledges no other mafter but thyfelf.”

This harangue was fucceeded by a thout of joy,
which the followers of this chief, confifting of
about three-hundred warriors, repeated feveral
times. After which I made the following an-
fwer: ¢ Thy reputation, my friend, and thy
misfortunes, have long fince aflured thee of my
protection. I am unacquainted with none of thy
pretenfions, and the juft vengeance which thou
entertaineft againft the ufurper of the Seclaves ;
and thou mayeft be aflured that my arm fhall fup.
port thine. But with regard to the fubmiflion
thou haft made to me, Ifay that thou art in an er-
ror. Know then that it is not conformable to my
principles, to reduce the brave nations of Mada.
galcar to fervitude. I demand only thy friendthip
towards myfelf; but I require thy attachment to
the union which exifts at this day, between the
nations whofe deputies are here affembled. My
only intention is to inform thee of our interefts ;
to explain the advantages of commerce, and of a
well-eftablithed government, and to communicate
light which may lead to happinefs. If thou art
refolved to unite in our common interefts, thou
wilt make an oath of fidelity to the union, and re-
ccive orders from my mouth, or the mouth of
thofe who may fucceed me.”

The chief had {carcely heard my anfwer, before
he demanded to enter into the oath of fidelity,

obliging
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obliging himfelf to pay to the eftablithment the
fame tribute which he had paid to the Seclaves, and
offering one thoufand warriors of his nation to be
dire&ed by my orders, according to circumitances.
Upon his declaration, I proceeded to the ceremony
of the oath, which was performed with all the de-
cency imaginable. It was fearcely ended before
Rozai, the chief of the Seclaves, who arrived with
Cunifaloues, direéted a fecond fpeech to me as fol-
lows: ¢ I, Rozai, the unfortunate prince of
Boyana, feeking amongft ftrangers {fupport againft
the injuftice of the ufurper of my kingdom, who,
not content with having deprived me of my coun-
try, retains my wives and children in {lavery,
throw myfelf at thy knees for protection. The
people fay of thee, that thou calleft thyfelf the
father of the unhappy : Rejeé not then the prayer
of a prince who reclaims thy afliftance. As a proof
of my fubmiflion, thou fhalt receive my oath, and
mayelt depend on me from henceforth among the
number of thy faithful friends.”

The following was my anfwer: ¢ I grantto
the prince Rozai, who reclaims the protetion of
the eftablifhment, and that of the united nations;
the conftant and permanent fupport of our arms,
with fo much the greater fatisfaltion, as his mis-
fortunes plead in his favour; a plea which at all
times has found a fupport againft injuftice and op-

reflion. In the mean time, the prince Rozai may
affure himfelf of our proteétion by oath.”

After having thus fatisfied the unfortunate chief,
I addreffed myfelf to him and the chief Cunifa-
loues, advifing them to refle&t well on what they
had done, by conneting themfelves under oath to
the interefts of the eftablithment, whofe protec-
tion they had thereby fecured as long as they fhould
continue faithful to their engagements : But that, if
they fhouldhave the misfortune tobreak their oaths,

it
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it would be no longer in my power to prevent thic
unhappy confequences which might refult to them,
their families, and fubjedts.

On the oth, roth, and 11th, the chiefs of the
Faftern coaft gave an entertainment to Cunifa-
loues and Rozai. My brave Sambarives particu-
larly diftinguithed themfelves. The chiefs, Cuni-
faloues and Rozai, afterwards required to be dif-
miffed in order to take the field againft the Seclaves.
They informed me likewife, ‘that they thould lofe
no time in fending emiflaries into all the different
provinces which were {ubject to the Seclaves, to
engage them to join the part of Rozai, and de-
manded favour and prote@ion for thofe who fhould
enter into their league. ’ :

On the 12th, the chief Lambarault arrived with
twelve ‘armed boats and two hundred warriors.
He informed me, ‘that he came to’ the afliftance of
the eftablithment ; “that being the fon of a white
man, he was defirous of being one of the firft in
the combat ; ‘and that feveral of his fubjeéts, who
Irad returned from the country of the Seclayes,
had reported to him that the enemy was no more
than five days march from our frontiers; for which
reafon, if I would accept his affiftanice, he would
go forth to reconnoitre them. I received this chief
in a friendly manner, but for feveral reafons [ kept
him near me. :

' On the 13th, 'my interpreter informed me, that
his people had reported, that the chicfs of the dif.
ferent provinces propofed to fend deputies to me
to' inquire,"whether my intention was to remain
thut up till the arrival of the Seclaves, or whether
I was afraid to go forth to meet them ? They in-
formed me likewife, that all the chiefs had the
moft unbounded confidence in me ; but that they
were apprehenfive that by remaining fimply on the
defenfive, I thould facrifice the provinces to the

Wor. 11, P outrages
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outrages of the Seclaves. This report determin-
ed me to-avail myfelf of the ftate of affairs, to en-
gage all the coaft in my intereft, whofe chiefs
would join me with fo much the greater readi-
nefs in the field, as by fighting the Seclaves,
their pofleflions would be defended from their ra-
vages.

T was thus at length engaged again, in an im-
portant affair, which required a decifion, whether
without fupport or afliftance from the Europeans,
with a handful of men, I fthould undertake an o-
peration of the greateft confequence: Fortunate-
ly, however, the unhealthy feafon was over, and
my troops were in fufficient health to make up
by their courage, for the unfortunate pofition
they were in.

On the 14th, the Sambarive chiefs waited upon
me, and prefented to me feveral deputies of the
different provinces, which their nation had fent
to inform me, that they were all ready to take
the field, and waited only for my naming the day on
which they were to join me. Upon which 1 re-
plied, that having forces more than fufhcient  a-
bout me to prevent the Seclaves from continuing
their hoftilities upon my frontiers, I had at firft
refolved not to engage my allies to follow me,
let the cultivation of their lands might be inter-
rupted ; but that being unable any longer to re-
fift their prefling inftances and voluntary offers, I
thould accept their affiftance to partake with them
the glory of having punithed the Seclaves; and
that in confequence I thould difpatch my couriers,
to inform the whole coaft of my refolutions to
take the field at the end of the following month ;
to march direély to the enemy, and  force them
to come to battle.

I had hardly conclud=d my anfwer, when they
all with one voice cried out, ¢ The Seclaves fhall

be
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be vanquifhed, and become our Maves.”” | "The et
of the day was confumed in dancing ‘and ‘war
fongs. ' For my’ own part; T was rather uneafy.
I found myfelf on the point of becoming engaged
in a ferious affair,” without the affiftance or ‘orders
of ‘the Court, = which ‘'might' at’ that memernt be
ready to decide upon giving up the eftablithment,
and recalling 'my troops; in confequence ‘of the
falfe reports which the chief of ‘the ifle’ of ‘France
had made. | Three years'had already’ paft without
my having received the fmalleft: order'relative“to
my fervice. O4LTo :

On the vsthy after many deliberations, ‘Tat laft
determined to-declare war ‘againft the Seclaves ;
and to'order all the chiefs' to repair 'to’ the ‘ftan-
dard at the‘end'of Apriljwith their principal war-
riors: (Al OVEITE |

On the 20th,2 T 'commanded -all my officers to
aflemble at 'fort' Louis; to' hold ' council'on the 1t
of ‘April, in order that' I'might have no reafon’ to
reproach myfelf 'inan enterprize of fuch delicacy,
the engaging in'which/might be'imputed to me as
a0 fanlt by my adverfaries.” © The Mozambiques
made great 'progrefs i’ this exercife; and'began to
be ufed. to‘the noife;, as'well as'manceuvres of the
guns: Invordet that the pieces might be the'bet:
ter ferved, T'appointed @ cinnonier to each, from
among “my' volunteers] with “6ne ' workman and
four Mozambiques. ‘T had 'nine pieces ' ready for
fervice; ‘two of which catied a’ pound ball:” ' Thad
great reafon to be fatisfied with the progrefs of the
Mozambiques, for on the 25th, they worked the
guns very well, without any affiftance or com-
mand from the Europeans.

On the 27th, my fpies having returned from
the Seclaves, reported, that the enemy had halted
in the province of Antanquins, to wait for the junc-
tion of a ftrong party; that their defign was to

P2 fall
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fall dire@ly on the eftablifhment, and in the mean
time to ravage: the frontiers, whofe inhabitants had
taken refuge in the woods, and waited, only for
our arsival to join ms.

On the aft of April; a general affembly of the
corps; was held, ‘injwhich the annexed refult was
determined on-(Lxx)4 Aniwhich; it 'was conclud-
ed, that.the troops fhould be formed into two
divifions, orie undeér, theorder  of the: Chevalier
de-Sanglier,, Captain of the corps, 4nd Comman-
der in my abfence, which fhould be appointed to
guard our pofts at Louifbourgh, fort.St. John,
and fort Auguftus j-while the othen thould imme-
diately take the ficld under my orders, and. carry
the wari to-the fromtiers of' the Se¢laved, in order
to check them; until fupplies or the ordérs; which
I expected, might arrive. Immediately after-this
decifioniof council, I difplayed the ted flag as the
fignal of ;war well known,in this iflands: <o 00

On the 2d, I was bufiediin exercifing my troops.
The artillery was well ferved, and there-werewery
few of ;my- voluntegrs on whom: I,¢ould mot dés
pend for, bringing down his-man at the diftance of
two hundred paces, which aflured-me;that I thould
give;a good account of my enemies; | but, in  or-
der: that the campaign might not be carried on in
a confufed manner,,1 appointed the following or-
der, in which is included the ;whole: force-under
my .command,. confifting' of four thoufand -oné
hundred; and. thirteen men, ' in three. divifions;
which 1. ¢alled .the forces iof :the efinblifhment. 1,

The



The: Left.
Commander.
Mr. le Cerf, Captain - I
—- Corbi, Lieutenant - 1
Le Maitre, Interpreter -- 1
D’Ecole,  Interpreter - I
Volunteers - - 2
Artillery, three Pieces,

Served by

Cannoniers - -5 8

Mozambique Commanders . = 2

Mozambique Slaves - 6

Malgagos‘Commanders = - 2

Malgagos Warriors < - 1000
1129

The Centre.
Commander.

Baron de Benyowtky - 1
Chev. de la Tour, Lieut. 1
Evali, Enfign s - 1
Mayeur, Interpreter Z 1
Volunteers - - 64
Artillery, three Pieces,
Served by
Cannonijers - - 4
Mozambique Commanders = 2
Mozambique Slaves - 6
Malgagos Commanders = - 2
Malgagos Warriors - - 1800
1822

In the Hofpital Serwice.

Popengui, Surgeon:Major -
His Aide Major - -
Mozambique ‘Slaves - -

Total of the Divifions o

The Right.

Commander.
De Melandre, Captain -
De la Bouillage, Lieut. -
Diard, Tnterpreter = = = -
Volunteers - z 7
Artillery, three Pieces,
Served by
M. de la Min. - -
Cannoniers - -
Mozambique Commanders
Mozambique Slaves -
Malgagos Commanders - 2

(S

(=0 SR S

Malgagos Warriors - 1oco
1088
- 1
- 1
- 12
4113 Men,
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Such were the forces with which I.proceeded
to take the field; but it muft be obferved, that
my three divifions were to be reinforced with the
troops our allies were obliged to furnifh ;- that is
to fay, for the right  divifion, three thoufand {fix
hundred natives ; for the centre, five thoufand;
for the left, three thoufand fix hundred; which
on the whole, amounted to not lefs than fixteen
thotfand three hundred and thirteen men.

On the 3d, I was bufied in drawing out orders
for Mr. de Sanglier, Commander in “my abfence,
in order that he might conform to my intentions
in every thing which related to the fecurity of the
pofts entrufted to his care. Ileft with him {eventy-
{ix white men, with four officers ; one.hundred and
twenty Mozambiques, and fix hundred and eighty
Malgagos, which was. a fuficient number to de-
fend the pofts under his command.

On the ath; I eftablifhed a camp in the plain,
at the diftance of onc.league from' Louifbourg,
with a view to habituate ‘my troops to-obedience
of orders. ~ From‘this place it was, that I this day
fent my orders to the chiefs of our allies, to re-
pair at the end of the month to Hirbay, near Ma-
nanhar, at the diftance of fifteen leagues from the
plain,-where I then was. 1 made choice of this
place of rendezyvous on account of the facility of
procuring fubfiftence for fixteen thoufand men,
whofe fupplics would have exhaufted the maga-
zines of the eftablifhment. '

On the 10th, my envoys returned: and affured
me that all the chiefs were ready to. march, and
would be at Hirbay before me. ~On the fame day
the Sambarives gave:a-great feftival of war, ac-
cording to the cuftom of the country.. The Sa-
phirobai did the fame, -and nothing was feen but
fires through the whole extent of the coaft.

. Ein
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On the 11th, I made up my packets for the
Minifter, to whom I gave an account of my ope-
rations.

From the 12th to the 15th, I was employed in
making my final vifits to the pofts.

On the 16th, being defirous of accelerating my
march as much as poifible, T caufed all the boats
to be repaired for the tranfport of the artillery
and ammunition. My allies had engaged to fend
fixty other boats for the tranfport of my troops;
fo that I had reafon to hope that T might fet fail
on the 3oth, and arrive at Hirbay on the 2d of
May, from which place T had determined to de-
part on the 4th, with a view to reach the other
fide of the mountains on' the 8th or gth, and of-
fer battle to the enemy on the 1oth or 11th.
The reft of the campaign would depend on their
decifion, or rather on the orders of the Court,
which I waited for, and the uncertain tenor of
which obliged me not to proceed too far in the
prefent juncture.

On the 18th, being the eve of my departure,
and my determination being made, nothing re-
mained but to follow it.  Adieu then to refle&i-
ons ; for when a military adventure is once begun,
it muft be followed with fpirit.

This day Mulem, the brother of Hiavi, arrived,
with twelve hundred and fifty warriors, to re-
main fubjet to my orders; thefe were intended
to form my guard, and Hiavi had diftinguithed
himfelf by feleéting young men, among whom
there was not one under five feet eight inches
in height.

On the 20th, two couriers from the North in-
formed me, that the chiefs of the provinces of
Antimananhar, Angontzi, and Antiamak, were
already on their march with three thoufand war-
yiors, one half of whom were coming by land,

and
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and  the other half in boats. { They affured me
likewife, that thefe chiefs had made an oath not to
quit my colours, until Cimanour, King of the Se-
claves, was made prifoner of war. . D’Ecole, my
interpreter, was at the head of this army.

The preparations for the campaign, and the
movements I was obliged to make, will not per-
mit me to continue my memoir regularly from day
to day, I fhall therefore refume it after my return.

History oF THE WAR AGAINST THE SECLAVES.

I {et fail with my little fquadron, compofed of
one hundred and. ninety-three boats of ‘the coun-
try, on the soth of April, and ftopped at the ifle
d’Aiguillon, where Linfpected the loading, and rec-
tified the confiderable inequalities I found in the
feveral boats.

May the 1ft, 1776. We fet fail for Manambia,
diftant feven leagues from Louifburgh, where I
found a very agreeable plain to pitch my camp.
In the evening of the fame day, I received a vifit
from the chiefs of the place. The principal chief,
named Tacalounin, prefented me with three hun-
dred warsiors to follow me, and alfo with fix
boats loaded with provifions, and thirty oxen.

May the 2d. I raifed my camp, and failed for
Tanfon, where, on my arrival in the evening, I
found the troop of Tacalounis already encamped,
and fupplied with provifions and cattle. At the
clofe of the night the chiefs of this country came
to falute me; they brought us ten boats, loaded
with provifions, and drink made of honey and
melaflcs, with three hundred young men for the
wilitary fervice.

On the 3d, juft as I was embarking to continue
. my journey, I received envoys from Cunifaloues,
who informed me that there were feveral parties

of
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of the Seclaves about; who only waited for a fa-
vourable inftant to furprize me. They affured me
likewife, that their chiefs were already in the field,
but that they were greatly apprehenfive that the
Seclayes, whofe forces were much fuperior to theirs,
would attack them with advantage before my ar-
rival. . After I had heard the report of thefe en-
voys, I ordered them to follow me; and to pre-
vent my troop of blacks, who conveyed our pro-
vifion, from being furprized in fome of the defiles,
I ordered Mr. de Malendre, Captain and Com-
mander of the right divifion, to prote@ them with
his troop.

After this precaution I embarked, and continued
my route towards Hirbay ; but the wind blowing
ftrong a-head, forced me to anchor at Fontzima.'
rou. One of my boats, loaded with artillery,
ftruck on a rock and funk ; another was bulged,
and feveral others run aground, which obliged me
to leave the left divifion behind, to recover the
cannon and their carriages, and bring them to
Hirbay. = The chiefs of the place fupplied me with
divers, and boats to condué my divifion to the
rendezvous, where we arrived in fafety on the
4th.  But I had fcarcely time to pitch my camp,
before feveral blacks informed me, that the divi-
fion commanded by Mr. Malendre, had been at-
tacked by the Seclaves. In confequence of this
news, I detached twelve boats, with a part of my
troop and Malgagos, to their affiftance. They foon
returned with the information, that they had dif-
covered -the divifion on its march, at a fmall dif.
tance from us, and that the troops appeared un-
difturbed. Thefe laft arrived likewife about mid.
night, fafe and found; and their Commander in-
formed me, that he had indeed been attacked by
the Seclaves in a defile; but that the enemy had
always. kept at a very great diftance firing at his

party,
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party, though their thot could not reach him; and
that he, perceiving that to be the cafe, had pre.
ferred marching ftrait to me, inftead of {topping
to caufe any embarrafiment.

On the sth, my left divifion at laft arrived, and
all my people were then together. The number of
warriors which the chiefs had promifed me, in.
creafed every day, and the continual confumption
of provifions becoming an object of great confe.
quence, obliged me to quicken my operations.

On the 7th, I fent back the envoys of Cunifa-
loues, to inform him of my march; and on the
fame day I received information, from a party
whom I had fent upon the fcout, that the Seclaves
had difappeared, and had withdrawn towards the
frontier of the province of Antonguin.

Upon this report, I fent my right divifion to
clear the paffage of the mountains, and foon after-
wards followed them with my wholearmy. With
much fatigue and difficulty, we pafled the moun-
tains Vohibey. Our pieces of artillery, mounted on
carriages, were very ill calculated for fervice in fuch -
meuntainous andirregular countriesasthis. 1fhould
have been much better fatisfied, if they had been
mounted on fwivels, after the manner of pate-
Taroes.

After 1 had paffed the mountains, I encamped
near the river called Mananhar, where I was joined
by the chiefs Antimogols, Antivoiefon, Antivohi-
bey, and the Sambarives. Their number amounted
to near four thoufand men, well armed. 1

In this place I refted my troops two days ; and |
after having eftablifhed a ftore of provifions in the |
place, and appointed a party of my left divifion
for 2 guard, Iraifed my camp, and marched in
three columns, through a wood of fix leagues ex-
tent from Eaft to Weft. "When I came out of the
wood, I difcovered the camp -of ‘my firft diviﬁon&

an
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and three other camps of the Seclaves pofted
oppofite them. But as all my people were fatigued,
I determined to remain in the tkirts of the wood,
that I might not be difcovered by the enemy,
whom I propofed to attack as {foon as my army had
taken {ome repofe. o this effect [ acquainted the
Commander of the firlt divifion with my inten.
tion, in order that he might not be alarmed at a
brifk attack on my part.

At three in the morning, I eftablithed a rear
guard for the {ecuring of our equipage, and march-
ed directly to the firt camp of the enemy. At
{fun rife, 1 was within cannon fhot of them. At
my approach, they arranged themfelves in feveral
divifions at the head of their camp, where they
appeared difpofed to receive us, and immediately
began to fire. The black troops of our allies, not-
withftanding my prohibition, anfwered their fire,
which obliged me to bring forward my cannon.
Twenty fhot from thefe put the enemy to flight,
and caufed them to abandon their firft camp, which
I pafled without ftopping, and proceeded to the
fecond, which I found in the hands of my firft
divifion.

The enemy perceiving their two camps deftroy-
ed, quitted the third of themfelves, which was
foon confumed by the flames. = This affair coft the
Seclaves -eighty men killed, and fifty wounded,
who were made prifoners, while none of my party
were hurt, excepting a few natives, who were
wounded. - The allied chiefs, encouraged by this
fuccefs, demanded permiffion to chafe the enemy ;
and I agreed to their requeft with great willing-
nefs, as their Cabars or aflemblies had become very
chargeable.

After the departure of the blacks, I advanced
my camp into an agreeable plain, filled with
orange trees, banana trees, and cardamom plants.

On
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On. the igth, the chief Cunifaloues joined'me
with fifteen hundred warriors. = Hetold me that
the Seclaves, who: had fled, had: fpread a report
every where, that it-was not the white men who
vaunquithed them, but devils which were mixed
among them, and had vomited dreadful flames
upon their army. :

On the 17th, feveral partics of the Seclaves ar-
rived, and intreated forgivenefs ; at:the {fame time
that they begged that I would come into-their pro-
vinee to defend them from the ravages of my black
allies.

On the 18th, I difpatched Mr. de Malendre to
Antonguin, in order to-reftrain the allied chiefs
within the. limits, of difcipline; and the fame
evening I raifed my:camp to. proceed in perfon to
the province of Antonguin.

On the 1gth,.I came in'fight of a village of the
Antongueze, compofed:of about five hundred
houfes well pallifaded, and defended 'by.a ditch.
Beyond the yillage; I difcovered fix camps; ‘which
the chiefs of our allies hadeftablifhed. ~For my
part, I rather chofe toform my camp on the fide
where I was, in order to enjoy a ftate of tranquil-
lity, which muft be entirely renounced on mixing
with the natives.

On' the zoth, all the chiefs of my party - waited
vpon meto congratulate me, and to give me a
pompous account of their warlike exploits.. They
afiured me, that the Seclaves, not thinking proper
to rally upon their frontiers, had fled as far as the ‘
Weftern coaft of the ifland. :

On the 22d, the chief of Antonguin, named |
Tihenbato, came to my camp in perfon, having his |
head and beard thaved in token of fubmiflion. He |
intreated. forgivenefs for -having followed the Se- |
claves, and immediately entered into the oath of
fidelity, acknowledging his- province to be con-

quered:
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quered ::atcthe fame timethat he requefted it fhould
be entrufted to him on condition of his paying an
annual. tributes It 'was fromthis chief that 1 ob-
tained moreparticular information concerning the
Seclavesywhichi convinced »nye that the' ‘King of
that nation wascured 6f:the:defire of 'making war
upon the! Buropeans. " He-alfo informed me, that
the Kingrofithe Se¢laves had fent ‘envoys to Hiavi)
to' requeft his~interceflion ' with me to” procure
peace atrany rate. ! HIOIAE R
Somedays: afterwards T received envoys: from
the King of ithe ! Seclaves, who' propofed a treaty
of peace; but asI did not think proper te'confent,
['difmiffed thenx withithe fimplé anfwer, that ‘the
chiefsvof  the Seclaves ought not to afk for peace,
but pardon’;:that'l propofed to flay-in the “pro-
vince to allowithem time to myike their determina-
tion, and:that their King’ought not to hefitate in
fubmitting’ himfelf to4hd! laws eftablifhed among
the chiefs of the Eaftern coafts L-H15191g
Afterthedeparture of sthelé-envoys, Irémaired
encamped-on the fpot;until the end. of the month
during ~whichstime T{ent/deveral: oflicers to mike
difcoveries i,;xi.‘the'coumfry; UTheiv reportsconvin-
ced'me more:and more:ot! the:expedizncy of forin-
ing an.-eftablithment in this charming, rich ind
agreeable scountry ; . but Being without forces and
fupplies, I had'no powérto act.: 25d: sl
Juner theradty 177602 received zdvice " flom
M. leoCerfy-Commander of thedeft divifion] thut
certain blacks whocame from Louifbourg, had aft
fured:himj that they faw two thips enter the har.
bouri: This news gave me great encouragement.
vOnthe 'sthy the long expedted courier at laft ar.
vived with' packets from the Court, in-swhich 1
learned with/inexpreflible fatisfaction, ‘that the Mj.
nifter had fent from France his Majefty’s veflel la
Sirenne; swith aminunition, provifions and money

for




222 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

for trade ; and that this fupply would foon:be fol-
lowed by others of greater importance. = But alas,
my joy was of fhort duration; for on the other
hand, T learned by the difpatches from the ifle of
France, that the corvette was loft to the South-
ward of fort Dauphin, and confequently, that I
could expect no fupplies. ‘And to crown the'whole,
the Minifter, in a private letter, informed me,
that his Majefty had referved the:conimunication
of his intentions with regard to Madagafcar, until
the end of the year ; for which reafon I muft.con.
fine my  operations  to_the prefervation of the
pofts, &c. i : ,
All thefe events tendeéd only to encreafe my foli:
citude, and more efpecially as my prefence was be
come neceflary at Louifbourg. 1 found myfelf for:
ced to fufpend my military operations. I therefore
affembled my officers, in order to come/to:a final
decifion ‘refpe@ing the ! fteps proper to be taken in
our prefent fituation. ' ¢ ‘
On the 6th, 1 held a:council, -and conformably
to its decifion, I determined to return to Louif
bourg, leaving my-troopsunder the orders of M.
de Malendre, with'all our black allies; whom I
perfuaded to remain fatisfied ‘with the advantages
and the vitory gained over our enemies.  The
chiefs Cunifaloues and Rozai, alone were difcon:
tented, becaufe they feared the reféntinent of  the
Seclaves; but! I encouraged them, by a promife
under oath, to come to their affiftance'as foon.as |
ever I {hould hear that the Seclaves marched againft
them. ' Cunifaloués was at laft fatisfied -with-my |
promife ;-but the unfortunate prince Rozai:was |
inconfolable, and declared that he' would quit me
no more, becaufe as he had once had recourfe to
me, - all his hopes dependeéd on the alliance of the
Europeans. - As I 'faw this chief was! fo greatly |
opprefied with his misfortunes, I promifed to {fend
to
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to the Seclaves to reclaim his wives, his children,
and all his family ; and aflured him, that he might
depend on receiving {peedy fatisfaction in this refs
pect. - This aflurance fet his mind at eafe.

On the 7th, I diftributed prefents to the chiefs,
and likewife divided the captures we had made;
and after having fecured the fubmiflion of the pro-
vince of Antonguin, I departed on my way to
Louifbourg.

On the 8th, at the clofe of day, I'began my
march, and on the 12th, I arrived at Louifbourg,
where my time was intirely taken up in preparing
my difpatches for the Minifter, excepting only that
I was occafionally interrupted by the feftivals which
the chiefs: gave to their people, in celebration of
our victory over the enemy.

On the 21ft, his Majefty’s corvette the Iphige-
nia, fet fail on her return to the ifle of France.

On ' the 26th; a fquadron of boats appeared in
fight; direéting their courfe towards the harbour.

On the 22d, the fquadron anchored in the har-
bour, and were received by my whole troop with
thouts of joy. The fame evening the black troops
landed, and eftablithéd their camp round Louif:
bourg.’ ‘Mr. de Malendre informed me, that after
my departure he had received envoys from the Se-
claves, who, in the name of their King, had pro-
pofed preliminaries to a treaty of peace; butas he
had nolauthority from me to a& in'a bufinefs of
that 'nature; he informed them that their King
might be convinced by my fudden departure, that
I.was not difpofed to/carry on the war againft them
with efficacy and that confequently, he would
do well to fend envoys diréélly to me, to take ad-
vantage: of my good 'difpofition  towards them,
and bring this affair toatermination, in which he
would certainly fucceed, 'if, as a mark of good
faithy he thould fend the family of the prince Ro-
zal to me. - My officer likewife informed me, that

the
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the envoys were very well fatisfied with his anfwer,

and immediately returned ;. and that the whole of
the allied chiefs had exaéctly obeyed his commands.

'The reft of the month was confumed in entertain-
ments, which greatly diminifhed the ftock of li-
quor I had purchafed, and imported from the ifle
of France. ;

On the 1ft of July, all the chiefs refufed to de-
part for their provinces with their troops, and de-
clared that they had 1cafona for not leaving me at

that moment.

From the 2d to the 91.11, I was employed in’ vi-
fiting the pofts; while my troops who had returned
from the ca ympaign, availed themfelves of the time
I had granted to reft themfelves after their fatigue.

On the 1oth, I divided my troops to encreafe
the garrifons of my pofis;-and ‘caufed the different

materials for ‘buildingto:be collected.

On the 11th, Mr. Mayeury;my principal inter-
preter, -having been chargedby me to difcover the
reafon why the:chiefs had ‘determined. not to «quit
me, informed me, that Hiavi-had received:a let-
ter from-the -ifle of France, by which:heiander-
ftood that I was to be relieved,and fent-to Krance
to take my trial; and :that the brother 'éf Hiavi,
having communicated this news to feveral:of the
chiefs, thcy had determined to oppofe by force all
thofe who might attempt: to: carry fach'adefign
into ex ¢cutions | This information, whichoicon-
vinced me of ‘the fincere ,attachmcnt of-the:whole
nation, afforded me fome:confolation in my:dif-
arace 5 but was not fuflicient to difpel my difa-
«rreeablc reflecrions.

On the 12th;-feveral bodies. of thé natives from

he Seclav e85 rcquei‘ted permiflion to eftablith them-
1élve> on the territory of -the eftablithment; fubject
to its regulations, I granted them the lands on'the

left branch of ‘the river of Tingballe, = The powex;
0
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of this province daily increafing, I could eafily per-
ceive that it will hereafter poflefs one third of
the population of the ifland.

From the 18th to the 1gth I madean excurfion
on the bufinefs of difcovery, into theinterior parts
of the ifland to the northward, where I found fe-
veral confiderable rivers, between the chain of the
mountains of Ramangafi and Volifbey, at the feet
of which I found various minerals, and very fine
rock cryftals, fome of which were coloured.

Auguft 1, 1776. As the tranqnillity of the
country afforded me that repofe which I had not
experienced hitherto, I vifited the habitations and
fettlements, which I found in good order and cul-
tivation. I therefore determined to allot lands to
the individuals for the formation of villages. Se-
veral foldiers and others requefted grants, which
I accordinglymade out, to the number of fixty-four.

On the 3d, I aflembled the chiefs, and reprefent-
ed to them, that their refidence on the fpot tend-
ed to exhauft the country; and obferved, that if
they were abfolutely determined to refide near
me, I would advife them to fend back their peo-
ple into their provinces, asthey would always have
time to collect them together. In confequence of
this infinuation, they demanded when I expeéted
veflels to arrive from Europe ; and as I could not
anf{wer pofitively, they requefted menot to make
any propofal to them for their departure, as in
this affair, they only followed the impulfe of their
friendfhip for me, and were determined to perith,
rather than quit me. .

On the gth, I received news that a private thip
was loft to the northward ; I therefore fent his
Majelty’s veflel, the Coureur, to collet the people,
and bring them to Louifbourg.

On the 14th, I was informed of the arrival of
envoys from the Seclaves, who prefented to me the

Vor. 1L Q_ family
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family of the Prince Rozai, as a proof of the good
difpofition of that nation. Thefe envoys likewife
prefented three hundred oxen, and fixty {laves, in
the nameof theirnation, and demanded that I would
make oath not toenter into a war againft them
in future. I accepted the prefents, and received
the family of Rozai with pleafure ; but the promife
not to make war, being an engagement which rela-
ted to the interefts of the fettlement, I replied, that
I was ready to enter into fuch an oath, provided
the King of the Seclaves would likewife make the
fame, and give aflurances that he would accede to
the union of the chiefs and people of the eaft coalts,
and would acknowledge himfelf a member of that
union, and fubjeé to its decifions. Imoreover in-
fifted, that he fhould permit the free entrance of all
merchandize fent from the eftablifhments into his
country, for the purpofe of carrying on an uninter-
upted commerce with his people ; and as the pre-
fervation and fafe keeping of merchandize required
particular care, that he fhould permit me to build
in proper places, ftore-houfes, which might ferve as
places of entertainment to my troops, and to tra-
vellers. The envoys replied, that they could make
no ftipulations inthefe refpects, but that they would
depart without delay, to inform their mafter of my
intentions, in order that he might determine how
to act. When thefe envoys were about to depart,
I loaded them with prefents ; and they promifed
me, upon their oath, to ufe every exertion to in-
duce their mafter to accept my propofitions, and
attach himfelf entirely to me.

On the 16th, the Sieur Mayeur informed me

that the chiefs Raoul, Manding, Raffangour, and
Ramaraombe, demanded an audience, as deputies
from their nations. This extraordinary commu-
nication, which had been hitherto unufual, gave
me fome furprife : in confequence of which Iimme-

diately
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diately granted the audience, and rofe up to meet
them, as I fuppofed they were already on their
way. But the Sieur Mayeur informed me, that
the faid chiefs were ftill in their camp, bufied in
preparations to prefent themielves in ceremony ;
and that he would go and acquaint them, with my
permiffion. 1mmediately after his departure,Iin-
vited feveral officers of the troops, and of the ad-
miniftrations, to be prefent at my audience, which
feemed likely to be produftive of confequences ;
for the manner in whichthe deputies were announc-
ed to me, convinced me that they had fome affair
of importance to propofe, and in this I was not de-
ceived. About ten, the guard of the fort difcover-
ed two bodies of armed troops, marching in co-
lumns, with drums beating and colours flying, and
called out to arms; but the officer of the guard being
in the fecret, as I afterwards learned, did not op-
pofe their march, but only challenged them, and
fent a report to me. Ifoon difcovered the troop
myfelf, which confifted of 1,200 men, with the
chiefs and deputies at their head, preceded by the
ftandards of their provinces. On their arrival at
the parade before the Governor’s houfe, after they
were drawn out, and had grounded their arms, the
deputies advanced towards the hall, where they
were received and conducted to me by my officers.
After the firft falutation, I caufed feats, which con-
fifted of low chairs, ufed in this country on occa-
fions of ceremony, to be prefented to the chiefs ;
three feated themfelves, but the chief Raffangour
remained ftanding, and {poke the following words,
which I here give accurately :

¢ Blefled be.the day which brought thee into the
“ world. Bleffed be thy parents, who have taken
¢¢ care of thy infancy ; and bleffed be the hour in
‘¢ which thou didft fet thy foot upon our ifland.

Qz “ The
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The Malgagos chiefs and captains, whofe hearts
thou haft gained, who love thee, andarefaithfully
attached to thee, have received information that
the French King intends to appoint another in
thy place; and thathe is angry with thee becaufe
thouhaft refufed to deliverus to his flavery : they
have thereforemet, and haveheld cabars, todecide
upon the manner in which they thould a&, ifthis
thould prove true. Their love and their attach-
ment for thee, have obliged me, in this circum-
ftance, to reveal to thee the fecret of thy birth,
and thy rights over this immenfe country, all
whofe people adore thee. Yes, I myfelf, Raffan-
gour, reputed the fole furvivor of the family of
Ramini, I have renounced this facred right, to
declare thee the only true inheritor of Ramini.
The {pirit of God, which reigns over our cabars,
caufed all the chiefs and captains to make oath,
that they would acknowledge thee their Ampan-
facabe ; that they would no more quit thee, but
preferve thy ‘perfon, at the price of - their lives,
againft all the violence of the French.

After this declaration he fat down, and caufed

the chief Raoul to rife; and deliver his meflage,

w

(49
(49
(44
(13
(1
(13

(47

(19
(13
(13
€c

hich was as follows.
<« I, Raoul, chief of the Saphirobai, fent to thee by
the chiefs and captains of feveral nations, de-
mand, that thou wilt grant to-morrow, a pub-
lic cabar; to render thee homage of our fidelity
and obedience. Iam likewife charged to re-
queft, that thou wilt not difplay the white ftand-
ard, but the blue, in fign that thou heartily
accepteft our fubmiflion.
« The chiefs and captains, aflembled in cabar,
have likewife commiffioned me to requeft, that
thou wilt keep the officers and foldiers at a dif-
tance from the place in which this cabar fhall be
held; and that, in the mean time, thou wilt
¢ keep,
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« keep, as a guard, the twelve hundred warriors,
¢ which the nation will conftantly maintain around
% :thee?

After this expofition, he likewife feated himfelf,
in expectation of my aniwer. This unforefeen
proceeding was not a little embarrafling : but as I
was defirous of time to refle®, and form proper
combinations, I immediately replied, that I thould
with pleafure fee the chiefs and nations united in
cabar, and that I would then declare my fenti-
ments in public. In the mean time, I requefted
them to remain convinced of my friendthip for
them, my zeal for their interefts, and my readi-
nefi to make any facrifice for the good of the na-
tion.

My anfwer was fatisfattory to them, and they
all proftrated themfelves before they quitted me;
2 mark of fubmiffion which no chief had hitherto
thewn. After their departure, I examined Mr.
Mayeur refpeéting the caufes which had produced
this revolution among the chiefs ; but he excufed
himfelf, and faid that feveral of my officers knew
more of the bufinefs than himfelf. During my
converfation with the Sieur Mayeur, I perceived
three officers, who came at the head of fifty men,
and declared, that having learned what fteps had
been taken at the ifle of France, they had all de-
termined to give up their lives, rather than fee
me quit theiffand ; that with regard to themfelves,
as they were connected with the natives, they had
determined to fix their abode on the ifland, and
therefore requefted that I would no longer confider
them as foldiers, but as men devoted to my inter-
efts. This direct proceeding on the part of officers
of diftin&@ion, embarrafled me fill more. It was
in vain that I defired them to refle&t on what they
were about ; and obferved, that I could not but
blame them for perfifting in a refolution of fuch

delicacy :
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delicacy : for they replied, that as they had taken
the ftep, they could not now go back; that, be-
ing connefted with the interefts of the chicfs, and
particularly attached to me, they would carry their
defign into execution, whether I approved it or
not. On this occafion they repeated the conduct
of the minifter againft me ; infifted upon the in-
trigues and cabals which the Government of the
ifle of France had employed, toinduce the natives
tocut us oft; and they concluded, that what had
paflfed was fuflicient to juftify their condu&. The
manner in which all this was faid, left me no hope
of difluading them. I therefore direted my dif-
courfe principally to induce them to remain fteady
in their duty, and promifed to get their difchar-
ges, in order that they might attach themfelves to
the country, without having any caufe to reproach
themfelves. One of the officers informed me, that
I fhould not find ten foldiers who would quit
Madagafcar ; and that even among the officers,
there were not above two or three who were not
of their mind. This information convinced me
that the connivance of the troops with the chiefs,
arofe from the habitude they had contraéted of
living with the natives of the country, during the
preceding campaign, againft the Seclaves.

After the departure of the troops, I employed
myfelf in forming a plan to appeafe thefe people,
and to take the beft advantage of the favourable
difpofition which the natives of the country had
thewn towards me. This plan naturally led me to
that of civilizing the Madagafcar nations, Tow-
ards the evening I gave orders for covering the
floor of the hall of cabar, and to make every pre-
paration for celebrating a feftival at the breaking
up of the meeting.

On the 17th, in the morning, twenty-one guns
were fired from the fort, without difplaying the

ftandard ;
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flandard; but on the great flag-ftaff before my
houfe a blue flag was difplayed, agreeably to my
orders. I gave directions that all the troops fhould
remain in the fort. At feven, a detachment of
fix hundred blacks arrived, and formed a {quare
about the hall. At nine, the chiefs quitted the
camp, with all their people, to come to the ca-
bar. On their arrival upon the parade, they
{ent twelve chiefs to me, with the fame num-
ber of ftandards, to conduét me. As I was rea-
dy, I followed them ; but before I entered the
cabar, I went to the chiefs, to thank them for
their politenefs and attention. Sixty-two chiefs
were feated in cabar, and their attendants re-
mained under arms, in order. The firft chief
who fpoke, was Manonganon, to the following
effect ;

«« We, the princes and captains, who are affem-
bled, and reprefent the whole nation, being de-
termined by the rights of thy birth, by thy
wifdom, and by thy affe@ion for us, do declare
at this inftant, that we acknowledge thee for
our Ampanfacabe, and intreat thee to accept
this title and rank, with the aflurance of find-

ing fidelity, affetion, and conftancy in our
hearts.

¢ Anfwer us.”?

I then arofe, and replied, that the fame zeal
which the whole nation had acknowledged me to
poflefs for their welfare, induced me to accept
their offer, in the hope that the princes, chicfs,
and captains of the nation, would always affift me
in the great enterprize of civilization,

I then explained to them the advantages which
they, and more efpecially their children, would de-
rive from the eftablithment of a folid govern-
ment. I addrefled myfelf to their paflions, by dif-
playing that immortality with which their names

would
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would be tranfmitted to pofterity, in confequence
of their having eftablithed wife and humane laws ;
and enlarged on that glory which the Madagafcar
nation would poflefs in future times. But that
which affeCted them moft ftrongly, was the difplay
of advantages which a well-direted commerce,
fupported by an effectual cultivation of their lands,
could not but procure in a very fthort time. In
fadt, this part of my fpeech, relating to a fubje&t
which was beft known by the people of Madagaf-
car, was naturally the beft calculated to produce
the moft effe@® upon their minds,

As foon as I had finithed my harangue, the
chiefs deputed a captain to announce my nominati-
on to the people ; immediately after which the
difcharges of mufquetry began and continued near
a quarter of an hour. As foon as tranquility was
reftored, a fecond chief, named Sancé, fpoke,
and informed me that his nation required me to
quit the fervice of the King of France, and to caufe
all thofe to quit the fame fervice who were defirous
of fixing their refidence at Madagafcar. And laftly,
that I would declare what province I chofe for the
place of my refidence, in order that they might
build a town. When I perceived that he fpoke
no more, I replied, that it was my intention to
quit the fervice of France, and to caufe all thofe
who were defirous of remaining at Madagafcar
likewife to quit it ; but that I could not carry
this defign into execution before the arrival of his
Majefty’s commiffaries ; for which reafon, I re.
quefted the cabar to defer the performances of the
oath, becaufe, as I was hitherto engaged in the
fervice of the King, I was not yet malter of my
actions. With regard to the town in queftion, 1
exprefled my opinion, that it would be moft con-
venient to fix it in the centre of the ifland, that I
might be as near as pofiible to each province : and

in
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snorder to render them better acquainted with
my intentions, I declared to them, that having ac-
cepted the charge of Ampanfacabe, my firft duty
would be to eftablifh good laws, to maintain peace
and tranquillity throughout the land, and to de-
fend the country from foreign invafions; after
which, my attention would be directed to the ef-
tablithment of commerce in the moft flourithing
ftate, by increafing cultivation ; but that all thefe
things could not be done fimply by my will alone,
but that I depended upon the affiftance of the chiefs
of the nation, fome of whom would be nominated
to the council, others to governments, others to
the departments of war, the marine, &c.

This difcourfe led the chiefs to propofe a va-
riety of queflions and it required much conver-
fation to make them comprehend the true fenfe
of what I faid. I fucceeded at laft in this, and
feveral of them proftrated themfelves, and thank-
ed- me for having infpired them, with the difpo-
fition to form 4 refolution of nominating me
their Ampanfacabe.

The third chief who fpoke, was Diamandrifs.
He obferved, that the French would be angry
with me for quitting them, and that confequent-
ly a war might be expected on their part; on
which bufinefs he requefted my opinion.

My reply was, that theKing of France had a power
over me during the whole time I fhould conti-
tinue in his fervice ; but the moment I fhould
quit his fervice, I fhould be my own mafter. 1
admitted the truth, that the French might pro-
bably become jealous, when they faw the ifland
of Madagafcar formed into a folid government;
but that I {hould be forry for them it they thould
adopt the plan of acting by force againit a whole
nation. 1 obferved likewife, that ina cafe of this

- nature,
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nature, I had a plan to propofe in due time, which
would fecure a folid friendfhip between the French
and the Madagafcar nations. Here the chief Raf-
fangour interrupted me, by obferving, that the
French could never be good friends with the
Madagafcar nation, as they muit conftantly recollet
feveral maflacres of their nation on this ifland.

Raffangour ended the cabra, by propofing, that
an oath thould be mutually entered into only be-
tween me and the chiefs, with the declaration that
it thould be publickly repeated as foon 1s I thould
quit the fervice of France. This oath was im-
mediately made; and in order to render it more
facred, it was confirmed by the oath of blood.
This oath is performed by opening the fkin of
the left breaft with a razor, and each of the af:
fiftants fucks a drop of the blood of him who
is received as chief; at which ceremony male-
dictions and imprecations are pronounced againit
him who fhall fail in his engagement.

After the oath, the chiefs commiffioned the
chief Sancé to command their troops, and to be
watchful that, on the arrival of the King’s com-
miflaries, no attempts fhould be made againft my
perfon. Before the cabar broke up, the chief
Sancé went out, doubtlefs for the purpofe of in-
forming the troops and people how to behave.
He fent word by one of his captains, that all was
ready ; whereupon we went forth. At my com-
ing forth, the troops lowered their colours, and
the Madagafcar foldiers, having their mufquets
pointing downwards, laid their left hands on
their breafts, in fign of engagement, or oath,
As I underftood that there were near eleven
thoufand men aflembled in cabar, I ordered
twenty oxen to be killed, and gave them twelve
catks- of brandy. With refpet to thechiefs, I
entertained them alone. The troops having at

laft




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 23§%

laft received permifiion to come out of the fort,
followed their officers, to compliment me upon
the performance of what they called an agree-
ment of union and harm(my between the ef-
tablithment and the chiefs of the country.

The Sieur D’Ecole, my fecond interpreter, ob-
ferved to me, that all thofe of the troops who
had blue ribbons on their white cockades had de-
termined to fix their refidence at Madagaifcar.
The reft of the day was employed in rejoicing,
Towards the evening, near twelve hundred wo-
men and girls prefented themfelves upon the pa-
rade, in compliment to me, where they after-
wards amufed themfelves by dancing. I prefent-
ed them all with handkerchiefs, ribbons, and
brandy with fugar.

On the 18th I convened the chiefs, and pro-
pofed to them to return into their refpeitive pro-
vinces, to their families, except fix, whom I was
defirous of having near me, to affilt in quality of
counfellors. The chief Sancé, who was to» re-
main, encamped with three thoufand men, fub-
je&t to my orders. This precaution apy peared to
me to be more particularly neceflary, as a mer-
chant, who came from Foul Point, and arrived at
this port, had aflured me, that it was publifhed in
theifle of France, that orders had been given for
arrefting me, and fending me home to uqudgcd
crlmmally

Between the 1oth and 22d, my time was conti-
nually employed in taking leave of the chiefs, who
agreed that they would affemble the moment they
thould perceive fires lighted at Mangabev. Ever
chief engaged to forward the execution of this fig-
nal, by lighting feveral fires on the coaft, or upon
the mountain.

On the 23d, I at length arrived at that tranquil-
lity I had fo much defired fince my fettling on the

ifland.
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ifland. Tfaw the whole eaft coaft perfe@ly united
to the eftablithment, and the weftern coaft ready
to join in the fame common intereft. The cultiva-
tion of the country being every where doubled,
afforded a promife of real advantage ; and nothing
was wanting but a more ample fupply from home,
in order to take advantage of the happy fituation
of affairs. But, unfortunately, the moft proper
time for eftablithing the colonifts was fuffered to
elapfe, and I faw myfelf, with grief, reduced to
the fimple movements of an Automaton. I had,
befides, every reafon to be apprehenfive of the
confequences of the prejudices excited againft me;
for 1could attribute the retardation of the fupplies
only to the falfe reports which the adminifiration
of the ifle of I'rance had forwarded to the Court,
refpecting the eftablithment at Madagafcar ; and [
had reafon to fear that the miniftry, being preju-
diced by the reports, might defer the fupplies, for
no other purpofe than that of ruining me. I like-
wife faw the principles upon which I had founded
the fettlement at Madagafcar reduced naturally, by
the want of force, to a crifis, which led the na-
tives to a knowledge of their own firength, and
to form a government amongft themfelves, which,
when once eftablithed, would no longer permit
them to fuffer a foreign force to refide amongit
them. The f{irft ftep towards this refolution being
made, if the minifter has executed the plan which
was announced to me, France cannot fail of feeing
herfelf deprived of all the advantages which were
acquired by commerce and friendihip with the na-
tives of the country.

On the 27th, a private veflel, the St. Vincent,
commanded by the Sieur Blanchard, arrived from |
the ifle of Irance, laden with articles of trade
from India, which were well calculated for the
trade of barter for rice. I therefore directed the

ftore-keeper
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ftore-keeper to purchafe his cargo, for the ufe of
the eftablithment. T could not difpenfe with this
proceeding, becaufe I durft not give up trading
with the natives ; becaufe the confequencm would
undoubtedly have been a negleét of the cultivation
of the country, if the rewular trade had been in-
terrupted.

On the 10th, the fhip Defire entered the harbour,
with the news that Meflrs. Bellecombe and Chev-
reau had already arrived at the ifle of France, on
board his Majefty’s frigate the Confolante, and ‘that
thefe gentlemen had orders to repair, without de-
lay, to Madagafcar. This unexpected circumitance
convinced me, that the minifter had determined to
fend thefe gentlemen in quality of commiffaries, to
fecure my perfon, in order to purfue violent mea-
fures for the redultion of the iflanders by force.
My fufpicions were at laft juftified ; for I received
a letter from a friend, containing information that
thefe infpectors had orders to bring me to Europe,
in cafe they could be affured that fuch a proceed-
ing, on the part of Government, towards me,
would not excite the natives of the ifland to drive
all the French out of their country. The depen-
dance I placed on the attachment of the natives,
fet me entirely at eafe in this refpeét; but I was
firongly affeted with indignation at the decifion
of the minifter, and determined to refign my
charge, in order that I might have it in my power
to ferve my friends more effectually.

On the 20th, the chiefs of the country having
received information of the arrival of the new or-
ders from the Court, and obferving fome con-
fternation among my people, waited upon me
to enquire whether I had received orders for my
departure, and how fuch orders could be reconcil-
ed with the promife I had made, that 1 would ne-
ver abandon them. Thefe reproaches were follow-

ed
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ed by lamentations, which affe@ed me very {enfi-
bly, becaufe I was convinced they arofe from real
attachment. I ufed every exertion to render them
eafy, by obferving, that the movements they had
taken notice of among the white men, were only
made as preparations for the honourable reception
of a General officer, who came from his Majefty
to enquire into the ftate of the fettlement, and to
affure them of his powerful prote@ion. This an-

{wer removed their apprehenfions in fome meafure,

but did not entirely deftroy them.

On the 21ft, a fignal was made on the moun-
tain, thata threc-mafted veflel was in fight. Soon
after I faw her myfelf, and knew her to be the
Confolante. 1n the evening the anchored off the
ille Aiguillon ; and two hours after I received a
letter from Mefirs. Bellecombe and Chevreau,
jointly, informing me of their quality as com-
miffaries on the part of the King, and infpectors in
their feveral departments. This letter was accom-
panied with an order, in the King’s name, for me
to come on board. As I had been forewarned
of the infiru@ions which thefe commiflaries had
received, I did not think proper to go on
board, but anfwered that I was ready, conforma-
bly to the orders of his Majefty, to put the com.-
mand of the fettlement into their hands, that they
might proceed to a& according to their inftrudi-
ons ; but that, until I had made an a& of refig-
nation, I neither . could, nor ought to leave the
fhore. Together with my anfwer I fent a particu-
lar letter to Mr. Bellecombe, whom I intreated to
come on thore without fear, and without landing
his troops; and at the fanie time I folemnly pro-
mifed to conform to every requeft I could honou-
rably comply with. Upon receiving this anfwer,
he replied, that he would come on fhore, to in-
fpire me with every confidence, by {urrendering
himfelf up to my politenefs and delicacy. At the
end of his letter, he infinuated, that if he had

thought
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thought proper to give credit to all that he had

heard, he fhould not have taken this ftep; but]

that, as a military man, he would depend on my
word of honour.

On the 22d, Meflis. De Bellecombe, maretfhal
des camps, and Chevreau, commiffary general of
ftores, came on fhore. I received them confor-
mably to his Majefty’s orders, {pecified in the let-
ter of the minifter, and immediately afterwards
I prefented my troop to Mr. De Bellecombe, ac-
knowledging him, at the head of the troops, as
infpetor. In the evening of the fame day, the
commiffaries put into my hands a paper, contain-
ing twenty-five articles of queftions and demands
relative to their miflion, to which they demanded
my anfwers to each feverally. The reft of the
day was employed in converfation refpecting the
different parts of the eftablifhment.

On the 23d, I prefented my anfwers, likewife
reduced into twenty-five articles, to the gentlemen
commiflioners. This piece, marked L. X. 4. is
annexed to the prefent Memoir. The reft of the
day was employed in vifiting the fort, the public
buildings, and the hofpital ; and, in the mean time,
Mr. Chevreau was bufied in examining the ac-
counts, together with thofe who had charge of the
adminiftration.

On the 24th, I gave an ample account of every
thing relating to the military fervice.

On the 25th, the chiefs of the country, to whom
I had fent an invitation to aflemble at the fettle-
ment, comformably to the intention of the com-
miflaries, demanded fome days to “collect thofe
who refided at a diftance. The commiflaries, in
order to {fave time, made an excurfion with me to
vifit the two pofts, Fort St. John, and Fort Au-
guftus at the plain. The fear of contratting the
diforders of the country occafioned them to hatten
their return.

On
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On the 26th, after our return to Louifbourg,
they held a cabar, or aflembly, with the chiefs, at
which I declined being prefent, in order that the
natives of the country might be at liberty to fpeak
their minds. The refult of this meeting 1s likewife
annexed to the prcfent Memoir.

On the 27th, the commiflaries, after having
given me a deunrge refpecting my paft condud,
and accounts, and a certificate for the fum of foul
hundred and fifteen theufand livres which Ihad
advanced to the treafury, prepared to go on board.
I believe their departure was haftened by the fear
of diforders, which they had been informed, at
the ifle of France, were very common at Mada-.
gafcar. This circumftance probably difgufted them
with our refidence on fhore, and mlyht caufe-their
reports, though very well written, to be lefs
favourable than otherwife they might have been.

_ On the 28th, I delivered to Mr. Bellecombe my
a& of refignation, and furrendered the command
of the troops to Mr. D¢ Sanglier-

On the 29th, Mr. Bellecombe retired on board,
and fent me an order in the King’s name to confine
my operations to the prefervation of the chief
{ettlement, until I fhould recetve further inftruc-
tions from Court; to put a ftop to all the works
whatever ; to continue the prohibition of trading
with the lacl<s, and laftly, permitting me to abfent
myfelf from Madagafcar. But as I did not think
proper to receive charge of any orders, becaufe I
had refigned my office, I forwarded this order to
Mr. De Sanglier, and declared to the infpectors,

that being determined from thenceforth to take
charge of nothing relative to the eftablifhmment, [
could no otherwife forward the new intentions of
Government than by the good offices I might ren-
der them with the natives of the country. Upon
this declaration the infpectors addrefled to me a

requifition,
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réquifition, that I would promote the advantage
of the eftablithment ; but they at the fame time
declared, that as they could not accept my dif-
miffion, I was bound to perform the duties of my
office until the arrival of precife orders from his
Majefty, which would not fail to arrive upon their
report. After thefe proceedings I {aw no more ot
the commiflaries, who departed for Foul Point,
where I am wunacquainted with their proceedings.
For my part, I retired immediately into one of my
habitations, where [ was vifited by feveral Rohan-
drians and Woadziri chiefs, who having been in-
formed that I had quitted the fervice of the king
of France, required me to enter into the oath of
Ampanfacabe ; for which reafon they gave orders
for a general meeting of the nation, on the 1zth
of the next month.

On the third day after my retreat, feveral of
the officers came to beg I would affift them with
my advice; and the troops {ent deputies to me
to declare, that if I did not refume the command
over them, théy were détermined to leave the
fort, and declare ‘themfelves independent. Mr.
De Sanglier, the commander, likewife urged the
fame requeft very ftrongly, and affured me, that
the troops’ would infallibly revolt, in cafe of my
refafal ; and ‘the natives would, of courfe, ruin
the pofts already eftablifhed. Thefe reprefentations,
and the imminent danger of the fettlement, de-
termined me at laft to refume the command, at
the fame time that I made a declaration, that I
was actuated to this proceeding by a with to pre-
ferve the Europeans, and to keep up the con-
nection of friendfhip and commerce; but that
this' refumption thould not be confidercd as a
reniewal of any obligation on' my part, as I con-
fidered myfelf as” entirely out of the fervice of
¥rance.

Vor. 1L R fuch
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Such was the confequence of the precipitation
with which the minifter acted. My condu& has
fince proved, that all my actions arofe from the
moft perfect delicacy, and that I did not, in any
refpect, depart from the attachment due to France;
and if I refufed to affift in fuch fteps as Govern-
ment was defirous of taking, to the violation of
thofe treaties of alliance and commerce which I
had ftipulated with the Madagafcar nation, I only
did my duty. And certain it is, that I was de-
firous of ferving the French by this condué, for
I was well convinced from the knowledge I had
acquired refpecting the characters and manners
of the people, that every attempt by force againft
the liberty of that nation, would be pernicious
to the eftablifhment and general interefts of the
nation. Future times will prove, that Madagafcar
can never be {ubdued by force, and that mildnefs
and equity alone can lead this nation to a civilized
ftate, which, when once eftablithed, cannot fail
of procuring immenfe fortune and profperity to
its allies. But, alas! after what has pafled, I have
no reafon to hope that the minifter will change
his fyftem, though I am determined to ufe every
effort to perfuade him to do fo.

October the 1ft, 1776. Being defirous of placing
the eftablithment in a fituation to maintain it-
felf, until the arrival of new orders from Court,
I returned to Louifbourg, where having aflembled
the troops, I declared, that I refumed the com-
mand merely with a view to provide for the fub-
fiftence of the eftablifhment, to which bufinefs I
thould afterwards attend jointly with Mr. Coque-
reau, the principal ftore-keeper. And in order that
my regulations might be duly performed, I af-
fembled a committee, compofed of the principal
ftore-keeper, two captains, and a fub-commiffary
of the marines, in which we regulated the pro-

vifions
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vifions for the fubfiftence and continuation of
trade, as well as the conduct we fhould in future
adopt with refpect to the natives. With regard to
the military fervice, few alterations were neceflary,
becaufe I had always attended clofely to that de-
partment.

The 2d and 3d were employed in writing out
inftruétions for the refpective individuals.

On the 4th, an aflembly of the chiefs of the
Sambarives, Saphirobai, Antavoeny, Antivohibey,
Antimaroa, Antambour, Antimokol, Antimanan-
har, Safeibrahim, and Saferahimina, was held, in
which I declared, that having quitted the fervice
of the King of France, I thought it proper to in-
form his Majefty, by his minifters, refpecting the
pofition of the eftablithment, in order that I might
have no caufe to reproach myfelf for the confe-
quences, in cafe the French minifter thould perfift
in his intention of {fubjugating the inhabitants of
Madagafcar by force ; for which reafon I requefted
them all to confefs, fincerely, whether they were
defirous of the continuation of the eftablilhment,
or its recall ; and I promifed, upon oath, to tranf-
mit their decifion, word for word, to the King
of France. Upon this propofal, the chiefs held a
confultation of near an hour, and afterwards, hav-
ing refumed their places, anfwered as follows :

“ Wife and prudent as thou art, can’ft thou
« doubt our attachment towards thee? Hait thou
¢« pot feen with what ardour we have fought
« againft our brothers, when they had rebelled,
¢ in order to bring them to their duty ? Whence,
<« therefore, is it that thou theweft fo much diftruit
< towards a people that is attached to thee? If thy
¢ heart tells thee that thou wifhelt well to the
¢« French, fay, and write to their King, that we
¢ offer him our hearts and our friendthip. But
<« we wifh to live under thy command. Thou art
¢ our father and our Lord. Let the French love

R 2 ¢ thee
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 thee as we do, and our arms fhall be united to
‘¢ theirs ; our colours fhall be united with thofe of
¢ the white men, and we will fight valiantly againft
¢ the common enemy : but if thou muft fuffer the
¢ hatred of the French, we will never acknowledge
¢ them as our brethren, but their enemies fhall be
 our friends. Thefe are our thoughts, and the
“ words of our hearts. Promife, therefore, be-
¢ fore that God, whom we all adore, to write
¢ them to the King of the French, and engage
¢ that thou wilt be more attached to us than to the
“ French nation, and wilt never defert us.”

Being aflured of this unanimous reply, I made
preparations for the cabar and oath, and engaged
to inform the King of France of the thoughts of
the Madagafcar people, and to live with them in
future. The chiefs, on their fide, engaged to
obey my orders exadtly, and to live in good har-
many with the eftablifhiment,

After the ceremony was ended, I gave an enter-
tainment to the natives, at which all the Furopeans
were prefent. This feries of cvents preceding a
revolution, which fixes the epoch of the civilization
of Madagafcar, led me to make many refiections.
I knew, by experience, how little I could depend
o the propriety of the decifions of the Cabinet of
Verfailles. My firmnefs alone was left to me to
bear up againft the apprehenfions of the political
artifices which France would employ againft me,
to calumniate and deftroy my reputation. But
being aflured of myloyalty, I determined, after
haying fixed my fyftem of condué amongft the
chiefs and people of Madagafcar, to return into
France, in order to prefent in perfon, an account
of theinterefts of the fettlement, and to combat
the prejudices of the minifter. I was. well aware
of: the rifk I ran; but at length the care of my
reputation, and my affeion for. the people who

had:
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had adopted me, led me to this refolution. 1 de
termined, thervefore, that as France could not
charge me with I'deh()al, and could only blame
her minifters for their ignorance of her real in-
terefts, 1 would emplny my fortune, my credit,

and even the intereft of Madagafcar, to procure

friends to that ifland, and bring the great work of

civilization to a happy conclufion. This is my
refolution, and I will adhere to it as long as 1
live.

On the sth, I received from the different chiefs
confiderable prefents, in flaves, cattle, and rice,
which I diftributed to the troops. Thisday, hav-.
ing convoked all the people of the eﬁabhm nent,
I declared to them, that having fecured their tran-
quliuty with the natives of the country, and pro-
vided for their fubfiftence until they could receive
orders from Court, I fthould now quit them, and
would no longer retain any command. Their tears
were an unequivocal anfwer, and I heard but one
cclamation, ¢ No, we will not lofe our father!”

On the 6th, the interpreter announced that fix
deputed chiefs had arrived: with 3 confiderabie
number -of armed men. Upon receiving them,
they informed me that the great day of the oath
approached, and that the chl fs and pco i af
{embly, defired that] would mect them, for wnif:‘n
purpofe they had detached the troops for my fafe-
guard and fervice, 'l'o conform, therefore, to their
deﬁles, I.quitted my French d1cfs, and aflumed
that of an Indian; after which I fet out. It was

ncceflary for me to pafs through a long row of

natives of the country, who thouted, and ibhvoked
Zahanhar. © My friends, the oflicers of my troop,
and the whoele people of the eftablithment, followed
me. . As foon as I had atrived at the camp, I was
received by all the chiefs, and conduéted to the
tent which was defigned for me, with fix others

f(‘vIT
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for my domeftics. I caufed fix four-pounders to
be brought into my camp, which were placed be-
fore my tent, and 2 daily appointment of two hun-
dred men was ordered for my guard.

On the 7th, 8th, and gth, I was employed in
drawing out my propofals to the affembly, for the
eftablithment of a permanent Government. The
1oth at laft arrived, and I was awakened by a tri-
ple difcharge of cannon. At fix in the morning
the chief Raffangour, with fix others, all cloathed
in white, prefented themfelves at my feet, and re-
quefted to fpeak with me. I received them with-
out my tent, being likewife cloathed in white.
The difcourfe of Raffangour exprefled the teftimo-
nies of confidence with which the Madagafcar na-
tion had intrufted me with the fupreme power, and
the advantages they hoped to attain from my
knowledge and fervices. After his fpeech, he beg-
ged me to follow him; and we went out of the
camp into the plain, where we entered into a cir-
cle formed by an aflembly of thirty thoufand arm-
ed men. The chiefs being each at the head of the
people of their own nation, and the women with-
out the circle, the chiefs immediately formed the
firft circle round wus, and Raffangour harangued
them to the following effect : ;

‘¢ Blefled be Zahanhar, who has returned to his
¢ people. Blefled be the blood of Zafferamini, to
¢ whom our attachment is due. Blefled be the law
¢ of our fathers, which commands us to obey a
¢ chief defcended from the blood of Ramini. Our
¢ fathers and ourfelves, have experienced, that
¢ difunion is the punifhment of God. Since the
¢ long time we have been deprived of a chief of
¢ the facred race of Ramini, we have lived like
¢ wild beafts ; fometimes killing our brethren, and
* at other times perithing by their violence. Fn-

“ feebled
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« feebled by our difunion, we have always been
« the prey of the firongeft. We have been wicked,
« without being defirous to liften to the voice of
¢ juftice and equity. Yes, we have in our own
¢ ‘times beheld the wretched defcendants of thofe
¢« who {pilled the blood of Ramini, call in the
« French to aflift them in opprefling and deftroy-
¢ ing their brethren. We know how Zahanhar has
¢« punifhed them, by permitting one of their
¢ {laves, fupported by the French, to {pill their
¢« blood, in expiation of their crimes. You all
<« underftand me; but I have thought proper to
<« bring thefe faéts to your recollection, in or-
¢« der that you might take the union of hearts for
« your law. To preferve this, you muft follow
<« the law of your fathers, which commands you
¢ to fubmit to the défcendant of Ramini—I here
< prefent him to you ; Igive him this fagaie, that
¢ he may be the only Ombiaflobe, as was our fa-
« ther Ramini. Attend to my voice, ye Rohan-
¢« drians, Anacandrians, Voadziri, Lohavobites,
¢ Philoubey, Ondzatfi, Ombiafles, Ampouria. It
¢« is the Jaw of the blood of our fathers. Ac-
¢ knowledge the Ampanfacabe ; fubmit to him,
liften to his voice, follow the laws which he
¢ fhall give, and you fhall be happy. Alas! my
old age does not permit me to fhare your happi-
nefs, my friends, and my fpirit thall not per-
ceive the teftimonies of that gratitude, which
you may fhew to my tomh.” He then turned
to me, and proceeded— And thou, worthy {fon
¢ of the blood of Ramini, implore the afliftance
of God, who enlightens thee with his {pirit.
Be juft; love thy people as thy children; let
their happinefs be thine, and be not a ftranger
to their wants and misfortunes. Govern and
¢ affit with thy councils the Rohandrians and
Anacandrians ; prote& the Voadziri, watch

“ with
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with paternal care over the Lohavohites and
Philoubey ; employ, for the general good, the
* Ondzatfi and Ombiafles ; and do not defpife
“ the Ampouria; caufe them to confider their
 mafters as their fathers, asit was in the time of
¢ our father Ramini.”

Having finithed this difcourfe, he put the fagaie
into my hands, and proftrated himfelf before me,
as did likewife his companions, and all the chiefs
that were affembled together ; and at laft I faw up-
wards of fifty thoufand men proftrated before me.
Raffangour requefted me to make a public anfwer,
which he repeated in thefe words—* Veloun Ra-
‘" miniha, Veloun Ouloun malacafla, Veloun Ro-
¢ handriani, Anacandriani, Voadziri, Lohavo-
¢ hites, Philoubey, Ondzatfi, Ombiaffes, Ampou-
¢ ria, Veloun, Veloun Zaffé Aminiha, Mitomba
¢¢ Zahanhar :”’~—which implies, Long live the blood
of Ramini, Long live the Madagafcar naticw, Long
live the Rohandrians, &c. Long live the blood of
our fathers, and may the God who created the
heavens and the eaath long preferve us all. The
people gave repeated {thouts whenever I named any
clafs ; and at laft arofe; and when every one was
ftanding, I continued my {peech, by faying, that
I acknowledged the favour of Heaven, which had
brought me again to the land of my fathers; that
I fhould employ my whole life in attending to
what the ipirit of God fhould infpire me to do,
that every individual of the Madagafcar nation
might confider me as a father. I then intreated
the Rohandrians, and the other chiefs, to the
Voadziri inclufive, to affift me with their counfels.
I engaged the Lohavohites faithfully to execute
the orders they fhould receive; and I aflured the
Ampouria, that the laws would abate the inconve-
niences of their unhappy ftate of flavery. I pro-
mifed the Ondzatii and Ombiafles to employ them
in

(19
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in the welfare of the nation; and I concluded my
difcourfe by declaring that I confidered it as my
duty to devote all my time to the eftablithment of
4 form of Government, in order that union and
harmony might be preferved. I was continuing
my harangue, when Raffangour begged me to ftop.
The orders then feparated from each other, the Ro-
handrians affembling. together, and Anacandrians
likewife apart, as did all the others. Twas firft led
to the Rohandrians, where I found an ox, whofe
throat I cut, at the fame time pronouncing the oath
of facrifice, and every Rohandrian took a drop of
the blood, which he fwallowed, repeating, with a
loud voice, imprecations againft himfelf and his
children, in cafe he thould fail in the obedience he
had fworn to me. 1 was then conduéred to the
circle of the Anacandrians, where 1 killed two
oxen, and the fame oath was repeated. In this
manner [ pafled through all the claffes of the peo-
ple, where I killed three oxen for the Voadziri,
four with the Lohavohites, fix with the Ondzatfi,
two with the Ombiafles, and twelve with the Am-
pouria. . Thefe laft dipped the ends of their {agaies
in the blood, and licked them, at the fame time
pronouncing the oath.  This whole ceremony pafl-
ed without the lealt confufion; and I was again
conduéted to the circle of the Rohandrians, who
made a fecond oath with me, which was perform-
ed in this manner :—each perfon made anincifion,
with a razor, under the left breaft; as I did like-
wife myfelf, and each mutually fucked the blood
of each other, at the fame time pronouncing the
maledi¢tions againit whoever thould violate his
oath, and benediétions in favour of thofe who
thould continue faithful to their engagement. All
this ceremony was cnded in the courfe of two
hours, After noon the chiefs announced to their

people
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people a moment of recolle&tion, to invoke the
{pirit of God, and to thank Zahanhar for his good- |
nefs and protection.

At a quarter paft two the Rohandrians condud
ed me to my tent, where I detained them to din-
ner. [invited the Anacandrians and Voadziri to
drink after dinner, and fent four cafks of brandy
to the Lohavohites, to be diftributed among the
Ondzatzi, Ombiafles, and Ampouria.

About fix in the evening, near three hundred
women, natives of the country, appeared, and re-
quefted to make an oath with my fpoufe. The ce-
remony was performed by moon-light, and their
oath was made by dancing. The purport of it was,
that they would obey the orders of my fpoufe, and
would appeal to her in all the difputes and quar-
rels, in which it was not proper for men to med-
dle. This oathbeing finifhed, their rejoicings be-
gan, and the night pafled in dances and fongs.

On the 11th, I requefted all the chiefs to affem-
ble, tohold their firlt cabar. ~Ateight, the affem-
bly being full, I required the execution of an act
of engagement, under oath, to be made with the
infertion of all the names of the chiefs and people
prefent.  This act was written in the language of
the country, with Roman letters, and was as fol-
lows:

‘¢ This act of oath of the Kings Rohandrian, of
¢ the Princes Voadziri, of the chiefs Lohavohites,
¢ and the people of Madagafcar, made the 1oth
¢ of October, 1776, appointing and confirming
¢ the election of Maurice Auguftus Count of Be-
¢ nyowlky, to the rank of Ampanfacabe, or fu-
¢ preme chief of the nation, the Kings, Princes,
¢ chiefs, and people underfigned, being aflembled
$.in cabar:

¢ In prefence of our people, having confumed
¢ the facrifice, and made the ocath of blood, we

“ proclaim,
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¢ proclaim, declare, and acknowledge Mauritius
¢« Auguftus for our fupreme chief Ampanfacabe,
« titles extinét fince the deceafe of our holy fami-
¢ ly of Ramini, which we revive in him and his
« family. Tt is for this reafon that, having con-
¢ {umed the facrifice, we fubmit inviolably to his
<« authority; in confequence of which we deter-
¢« mine to ere@, in our province of Mahavelou,
¢« 3 monument to perpetuate the memory of eur
<« union, and to immortalize our holy oath: In
< order that our infants, and their children, unto
<« the moft remote pofterity, may be obedient to
« the facred family Ombiafle of the Ampanfacabe,
« whom we all fandify by our fubmiflions.—
¢« Curfed be our children who fhall not obey our
« prefent will; curfed be their inheritances, and
« the fraits of the earth on which they fhall {fub-
¢ fift :—may the moft horrid {lavery confound

¢ them.”

Hiavi, King of the Eaft.
Lamsouin, King of the North.
Rarrancour, Rohandrian of the Sambarives.

A LisT oF THE GREAT MEN, or CHIEFS, AND THE
PeopLE AT THIS CABIR.

Raffangour Rohandrian—Cievi Voadziri,
Of the province of Zaferamini, with their people.

Sianique Rohandrian---Mandingue Anacandrian,
Of the province of Zaphirobay, with their people.

Raoul Anacandrian---Diamanong Voadziri,
Of the province of Antambour, with their people.

Manongamon
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Manongamon Rohandrian---Mamon Anacandrian,
Of the province of Antivoiefou, with their people.

Manacandrin Anacandrian----Diamandrifs Lo-
havohits, of the province of Antifapherobay, with
their people.

Raffenou Anacandrian----Leloatou Anacandrian,
Of the province of Antivohibey, with their people.

Sancé Rohandrian Malata---Damo-Anacandrian,
Of the province of Sambarives, with their people.

Lambaranthe Rohandrian---Francé Anacandrian,
Of the province of Antfirac, with their people.

Hiavi Rohandrianabé,
King, with his troop of Ondzatfi.

Lamboiun Rohandrianabé,
King of the North, with his troop.

Ramaraombe Rohandrian---Diamboulmafle Ana-
candrian, of the province of Maflonala, with their
troops.

Raffidzimon Anacandrian---Diafait{che Lohavo-
hits, of the province of Antavacayr, with their
people.

Dianbandze Anacandrian---Siomba Lohavohits,
Of the province of Rantabay, with their people.

Romain Lohavohites:--Mamay Lohavohits,
Of the province fubjected to Hiavi, with the Ond-
zatfi.

Diane Sara Rohandrian---Ravoye Lohavohits,
Of the province of Manoarou, with their people.

Mumere Bohandrian---Ravoye Lohavobhits,
Of the province of Mananzari, with their people.

Ravoufow
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Ravoufow Anacandrian---Belaze Lohavobhits,
Of the province of Mahafali, with their peopie.

Diane Souloat Rohandrian---Fanhamenon Ana-
candrian, of the province of Matanany, with their

people.

I employed the reft of the day in conferring with
the chiefs, in order to perfuade them to adopt a
conftitution, which I had determined to propofe
the following day, the hour of meeting being fixed
at ten.

This day likewife was employed in feftivals and
rejoicing ; and nothing pafled of any importance,
except the delivery of a petition, figned by :rhirty-
eight foldiers, five fubaltern officers, and fix per-
fons employed in civil affairs. They entreated
that 1 woyld grant them my protection, which I
could not refufe. They had previouily fecured an
affurance of protection from the greater part of
the Rohandrians. Towards the evening I received
advice of the arrival of two private veffels upon
the coaft, and I immediately fent an interpreter to
purchafe the faid veflels-and their cargoes.

On the 12th, the chiefs of the province of Ran-
tabay prefented the Europeans who formerly be-
longed to the fettlement, and requefted me to re-
ceive them under my protection, and permit them
to fettle amongft us. I confented to this, and their
oath wasreceived in cabar. At ten, the meeting
being full, I opened the bufinefs, by a motion for
the eftablifhment of ‘a form of government and
conftitution. My propofal was to the following
effect :

¢ In confequence of my election to the office of
<. Ampanfacabe, I find mylelf charged with a pro-
¢ digious weight. When I confidered the duties
¢ annexed to my office, by accepting this charge,

“ ] forelaw
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I forefaw that the general good of the nation
muft be my firft aim. To attain this, I am con-
vinced that the power ought to be lodged in the
hands of afupreme Council, compofed of members
of known wifdom, prudence, and activity. Let
this Council exercife all the aéts of fovereignty,
and poflefs the fole right, with the confent of
the Ampanfacabe, of convening the general af
fembly of the nation. . In order that they may
adopt and agree to the conftitution, when it fhall
be drawn out, or whenever it fhall be required,
to adminifter the oath of fidelity to the Ampan-
facabe. From among the members of the fu-
preme Council, who fhall always be taken out of

the rank of Rohandrians and Anacandrians,-

whether Indians or Europeans, nomination fhall
be made to the places of governors of provin-
ces, as well as to the oflices of minifters of State,
whether in the departments of wary marine, fi-
nance or trade, juftice or agriculture. And as
it is likewife neceffary to watch with the great-
eft exaétnefs to the execution of all the orders
and refolutions appointed by the fupreme Coun-
cil, the Ampanfacabe, with the advice of the
Council, fhall eftablifth a permanent Council,

compofed of one or two Rohandrians, and all

the reft of the Voadziri and Lohavohites. Let
there be provincial Councils likewife, whofe
members fhall confift of a Rohandrian gover-
nor, five Anacandrians, two Voadziri, four Lo-
havohites, and the reft of the Ondzatfi and Om-
biafles. The bufinefs of the fupreme Council
will be conftantly to prevent all diflentions,
which might arife from mifunderftandings be-
tween the Rohandrians, or between the feveral
provinces; it willbeincumbenton themtoufeonly
the ways of juftice. They muft watch, left fo-
reign armies fhould make attempts againft the

¢ liberty

A |
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< liberty of the Madagafcar nation, by forming
¢ eftablithments on fhore: Their conftant endea-
¢« your muft be, to render induftry and trade
« flourifhing ; and, in a word, their utmoft exer-
« tions muft be dire@ted to fecure the moft perfect
« profperity to the community.”

I concluded my difcourfe, by affuring the cabar,
that with the aid and affiitance of God, I hoped
to fee, in a fhort time, happinefs, riches, and
profperity, return to the nation; and, by means
of due order and form of government, eftablithed
on good principles, I hoped that the ifland would
be for ever freed from difcord, the fcourge of
war, and the unhappy ftate of flavery. ;

As foon as 1 had ceafed to {peak, all thofe whao
were prefent cried out, ¢ Velou Ampanfacabe,
velou Ramini;” which implies, Long live our
lord, long live the defcendant of Ramini. The
chief Raffangour begged that I would permit him
to announce my difcourfe to the people ; and he
went out for this purpofe, and returned in the -
{pace of an hour, with all the people. On his re-
turn into the cabar, he aflured all the chiefs, that
the nation entrufted all their rights to the aflem-
bly, the individuals of which gave me full autho-
rity to form a fupreme Council, and to do every
thing I thought proper for their common welfare.
I therefore proceeded to nominate to the charges
of the fupreme Council, the number of which was
fixed at thirty-two perfons.

Four Europeans were immediately nominated,
and eight natives of the country whofe names
were as follow :

Raffangour Rohandrian,
Sianique Rohandrian,
Raoul Anacandrian,
Manongamanon Rohandrian,
Raffenou
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Raffenou Anacandrian,

Sancé Rohandrian, a Mulatto,
Hiavi Rohandrian,

Lambouin Rohandrian.

The two laft mentioned Rohandrians folemnly
renounced all pretenfions to {upremacy.

The nomination of the twenty other members
was deferred, in order to afford employ for fuch
Europeans as might hereafter arrive, and thofe na-
tives of the country who might be found to pot-
fefs abilities.

After this nomination, which was univerfally
approved by fhouts of joy, I proceeded to that of
the permanent Council, which was confined to
eighteen individuals.

"F'wo Europeans were immediately nominated,
and fix natives of the country, whofe names were
as follow :

Ramazaombe Rohandrian,
Rafidzimon Anacandrian,
Diamanong Voadziri,
Zievi Voadziri,
diamandriffe Lohavohits,
Diafaiche Lohavohits.

This nomination was likewife applauded ; and
the nomination of the ten other members was de-
ferred, for the fame reafon as was mentioned ref-
pecting the fupreme Council.

Being fatisfied with the bufinefs of the day, hav-
ing eftablifhed thefe two pillars which were to fup-
port the burthen of the conftitution, I adjourned
the cabar till the following day, at eight o’clock.
This day I received a demand from the fettlement,
to furnifh a cargo of rice for the ifle of France;
but the commander at Loui{bourg, informed me
that the ftorehoufes were empty, and unprovided
with any articles of trade, and that it would be
impofiible for him to extricate. himfelf without

my
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my afliftance. In confequence of this reprefenta-
tion, and to fhew how much I had the good of the
fettlement at heart, I requefted the Saphirobai
chiefs to open a trade for bills, of which 1 formed
a model, and fent a fuflicient number to the com-
mander of the fettlement.

In the night of this day I received advice, that
the King of the Seclaves had fent prefents and en-
voys towards me, to conclude the peace. I dif-
patched a Rohandrian to meet them.

On the 13th, the Council being aflembled, I pro-
pofed to determine upon a place for the erection of
a town : the place appointed was at the head of the
river Manangouzon. It was likewife propofed
to ere®t fix governments, from the harbour of
Moroava to the point of Itapere. But as I was
in want of people capable of fulfilling thefe charges,
I deferred the execution of the act of Council.
This circumftance afforded me an occafion to re-
prefent to the members of the Council, that it
would be of the greateft advantage for the inte-
refts of the nation, to form treaties of commerce
and friendfhip with the King of France, or fome
other European power, in order to fecure the ex-
portation of our productions, and the importa-
tion of articles neceflary for the inftruction of
youth in the different {ciences, arts, and trades,
by engaging Europeans of fkill in thofe refpective
employments, to come and eftablith themfelves
among us. I accompanied this propofition with
an aflurance, thatIwould go on this bufinefs my-
felf; and there was only the old Raffangour Ro-
handrian who teftified his difpleafure, and faid
openly, that I was going to feek my death. He in-
treated his countrymen to oppofe my departure ;
but, unfortunately, 1 was too ftrongly attached

Voi.: 1. S to
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to my principles, and I declared that it was my
intention to repair to Europe, in order to conclude
treaties of commerce and friendfhip with any Eu-
ropean nation whatever, and that I had only de-
ferred the execution of this project until the form
of Government I had eftablithed thould be in a
regular train.

The 14th, 15th, and 16th, I was conftantly em-

ployed in eftablithing the rules and orders of Go-
vernment. This day the envoys of Cimanoun-
pou, King of the Seclaves, were prefented to me.
They announced a prefent of eighty flaves, and
five hundred oxen ; butas they declared they were
fent by the King to the French commandant, after
having affured them that this title no longer be-
longed to me, I caufed them to be conducted, with
their attendants, to Louifbourg ; but their aftonifh-
ment was extreme, when they heard that I was
chofen Ampanfacabe, and defcendant of the line
of Ramini ; for it was not till after the death, or
rather the maflacre, of Ramini Larizon, that the
Rohandrian of Boyana, aflumed the title of King
of the Seclaves.
" On the 17th, I purchafed the cargo of a private
veflel, of the value of forty-five thoufand livres,
for which I gave one hundred and twenty-eight
flaves. This cargo was afterwards configned to the
difpofition of Ramaraombe Rohandrian, member
of the permanent Council.

On the 18th, judging it neceflary to eftablifh an
order for the military fervice, I nominated Sancé
Rohandrian, a Mulatto, Miaditompe Generalifli-
mo, and eftablifhed twelve companies, each of one
hundred and fifty Ondzatfi, with orders to look
to the prefervation of the peace, conformably to
the inftructions which fhould be prefcribed by the
fupreme Council. At the inftant of this forma-
tion, each Rohandrian demanded permiffion to ef-

tablifh,
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tablifh, in his refpedive difiri&, a company of war.
1 not only granted this requeft, but ordered them
fo to do; and, with a view to give a fanétion to
this military eftablifhment, T determined to make
the refolution in full cabar, which I had appointed
for the 1gth. This day I caufed twenty-two ftan-
dards to be made, in order to be diftributed to the
different Rohandrians and Anacandrians. Thefe
colours had a blue ground, with a white moon in
the middle. Thofe of each legion had a blue {fquare
on a white ground, with a moon and fix {tars in
the middle. s

On the 1gth, the people being affembled in ca-
bar, Igave my fanétion to the eftablithment of bo-
dies of troops; and the colours were diftributed
with a degree of folemnity which was truly
ftriking.

On the 20th, having a corvette ready to fail,
and having regulated the direction of my houfes,
and provided for the affairs of the nation, 1 deter-
mined to renew the propofals refpecting my de-
parture, and demanded titles and powers relative
to my miffion. The following was concluded on
in the Council.

The chiefs Rohandrian, Adacandrian, Voadziri,
Lohavohiti, and the people Ondzatfi and Ombi-
afles, affembled in general cabar of the nation,
having agreed to the propofition made by their
Ampanfacabe, and confented that the faid Ampan-
facabe fhall abfent himfelf to make a voyage to
Furope, in order to conclude a treaty with the
King of France, or any other nation; and to em-
power him to engage men, fkilful in different arts
and occupations, to come and dwell at Madagai-
car ; it is in confequence that they have determin-
ed to give him entire authority, and ablolute
power. They promife to him to follow exactly the
order which he has prefcribed for the form of Go-

S 2 vernment,
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vernment, during the whole time of his abfence ;
and they fwear to be faithful to him; that they
will not admit any foreigner into their ifland ; and
ftill lefs will they fuffer any of their people to make
particular treaties with any perfon whomfoever.
They declare likewife, that after the expiration of
the term of one year and a half, if they do not
fee their Ampanfacabe return, they will not fuffer
any French fettlement upon the coaft of their
ifland.

But they require that their Ampanfacabe oblige
himfelf to return, whether he fhall fucceed or not
in his enterprize; and that, in cafe of any retar-
dation, hefhall fend them news of his fafety.

Thefe engagements and refolutions were con-
firmed by the oath of blood, and the cabar broke
up with lamentations, which ftrongly fhock my
refolution ; but, alas! my deftiny was too ftrong,
and I followed its impulfe in what appeared to me
to be juft and reafonable.

After the cabar had rifen, Raffangour came to
me, to reprefent once more the danger to which I
expofed mylelf. Heaflured me, that he knew the
French to be ambitious of rendering themfelves
mafters of the ifland, fooner or later, and that
they would make attempts againft my life and li-
berty. He urged examples of their ferocity, by
repeating what had been their behaviour upon the
ifland. In a word, he fpoke to me in the language
of a friend, who was aware of the calamities that
awaited me. His reafoning was well founded, and
refted upon the higheft probability ; and I can only
blame my zeal to promote the intereft of France,
at the rifk of lofing my fortune, my eftate, and
my life. This day was employed in drawing out
the full powers, which were read in the commit-
tee, and duly expedited. Here follows a copy of
the full powers.

October

T
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October 23, 17706 In the plain of Mahavelou,
the Kings, Princes, chiefs, and people of Mada-
gafcar, upon the north and eaftern coafts of the
illand, being united in cabar, or general aflembly,
having heard the propofitions of their Ampania-
cabe, placing an entire confidence in his affection
towards them, and his fworn fidelity to perform
his engagements, give unto him abfolute and irre-
vocable powers to treat in Europe with the King
of France, or any other King or nation, and to
form commercial or friendly alliances, relations,
or engagements. In confequence whereof we de-
dlare, in the prefent cabar, our approval, agree-
ment, and ratification of whatever he fhall fign
and conclude, in his quality of an Ampanfacabe.
And, to confolidate oyr fubmiffions, we have una-
nimoufly refolved, and do appoint, that in cafe
the King of France fhall not accept our offers, the
Ampanfacabe fhall enjoy full authority and power
to addrefs himfelf to any other Sovereign or na-
tion, and to conclude treaties of commerce and
friendthip with them, and to make other engage-
ments relative thereto. And, in the mean time,
during the abfence of our Ampanfacabe, we fo-
lemnly bind ourfelves, not to receive any foreigner
into our ifland, nor to form any treaty or connec-
tion with any other nation ; in teftimony of which
we have executed the prefent inftrument, after
having caufed it to be read and interpreted in full
cabar, and have put the fame into the hands of our
faid Lord Ampanfacabe. Signed the year, the

‘month, and the day above written, in the name
of the whole nation.

RarranNcaur, Rohandrian,
Hiavi, King of the Eaft,
I.amBouiN, King of the North,

On
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On the 21ft, I informed the chiefs, that being
defirous of making preparations for my departure,
I fhould take my leave of them ; and I propofed
to them to acknowledge, for the whole time of
my abfence, Raffangour chief of the fupreme
Council, or, in his abfence or failure, the chief
Sancé. The reft of this day was taken up in a
feftival, at which more than forty thoufand people
were prefent.

From the 22d of this month to the 1oth of De-

. cember, I was employed in arranging a variety of

affairs, of a public as well as private nature.

On the 11th, I went to Louifbourgh to affilt the
commanding officer of that fettlement with my ad-
vice; and on the 14th, being at laft informed, that
every thing was embarked on board the brig, the
Belle Arthur, which I had freighted to carry me
to the Cape of Good Hope, I took my leave to go
on board. When I came to the fea fide, 1 found
myfelf furrounded by moft of the chiefs of the
country, and all the people of the fettlement, with-
ing me a good voyage; and the natives inveking
“Zahanhar to aflift me in my undertakings. At the
conclufion they all wept; and, at this fingle no-
ment of my life, I experienced what the heart is
capable of fuffering, when torn from a beloved
and affe@ionate fociety to which it is devoted. At
length T went on board, not without payinga tri-
bute to nature, which I had never experienced
during the moft dreadful fufferings of my tyran-
nical exile. The north wind at length began to
blow afreth; and towards evening I {et fail for the
Cape of Good Hope, at which place I propofed to
freight another veflel, to carry me to France. This
voyage may probably give birth to happy circum-
{fances, fuch as my wifhes have formed, in favour
of the fettlement at Madagafcar, and may perhaps
repair the faults committed by the minifter.

THE END
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PIECES referred to in the MEMOIRS.

1775, Tue Pice L. X.

T a meeting of the corps of the officers of
the Volunteers, under the Count de Be-

nyowiky.

Ox the twenty-fecond day of September, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-
five ; the Baron de Benyowiky, Colonel of the
faid corps of Volunteers, and named after him,
and Commander in Chief of the eftablithments of
his Majefty the King of France, upon the ifland
of Madagafcar, being informed, by the Surgeon
Major, of his critical fituation during his illnefs,
which, by the daily and very evident diminution
of his ftrength, threatened to come to a fatal deter-
mination : and being defirous, in confequence, to
prevent the alarms of the gentlemen officers of his
corps ; who, beholding their chief {inking under
the violence of a dangerous diforder, and being
likewife aware of the weak fituation of the troops,
expofed to an infinity of unhappy confequences, as
well on account of the want of pay as cloathing,
have defired that a meeting might be held, for the
purpofe of rendering them acquainted with the will
of their chief, and thofe orders which they fhould
follow, in cafe of his deceafe: from thefe caufes
and reafons the faid Baron de Benyowfky, Colonel
of the corps of Volunteers, and Commander in
Chief for his Majefty upon this ifland, has ap-

pointed
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pointed the twenty-fifth of the prefent month, in
order to confult upon the fteps which may be moft
proper to be taken in fuch critical circumitances;
and in confequence thereof, he has given his or-
ders, that the reafons which have determined him
to call the meeting, as well as the refults then and
there determined upon, fhould be written down,
and entered in the regifter of the corps.

The Baron de Benyowiky, notwithitanding the
violence of his illnefs, finding himfelf in pofleflion
of perfeét underftanding and tranquillity of mind,
required the confent of his Surgeon' Major, that
he might prefide at the affembly, which at length,
after {everal confultations with the other furgeons,
was granted. He therefore ordered the officers of
his corps to meet, at the general quarters on the
twenty-fifth of the prefent month, thatis to fay,
Mr. De Mallendre, Captain; Mr. Le Cerf, Cap-
tain ; Mr. Perthuis, Lieutenant; Mr. Certain,
Lieutenant; Mr. De la Boullaye, fecond Lieute-
nant; Mr. Lermina, Quartermafter; Mr. Evali,
Enfign; Mr. Rofieres, Lieutenant, Aid de Camp,
and performing the function of Secretary; and
Mr. Befle, Treafurer, invited to be prefent at the
affembly, in quality of principal officer of the ad-
miniftration, in lieu of principal Storekeeper, or
Commiflary.

In the year one thoufand feven hundred and fe-
venty-five, on the 25th of September : Prefent the
following officers of the corps of Volunteers of
Benyowiky ; Mr. De Mallendre, Captain ; Mr. Le
Cerf, Captain; Mr. Perthuis, Lieutenant; Mr.
Certain, Lieutenant ; Mr. De la Boullaye, fecond
Lieutenant ; Mr. De La Tour, fecond Lieutenant ;
Mr. Lermina, Quartermafter ; Mr. Evali, Enfign;
Mr. Rofieres, Lieutenant, Aid de Camp, and per-
forming the fun@ion of Secretary ; and Mr. Befle,
- : Treafurer,
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Treafurer, invited to be prefent at the affembly, in
quality of Storekeeper, or Commiflary—DMr. De
Sanglier being detached to theifle of France ; Mr.
De La Boullaye fenior, Lieutenant, and Corbi, fe-
cond Licutenant, being abfent with a purty upon
this ifland. The Baron De Benyowiky addrefled
the affembly as follows :
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« The apprehenfions, gentlemen, which you
have entertained concerning my illnefs, are new
proofs of your attachment; but as ! find them
guided by the zeal which you all poflefs for the
fervice of the King, our mafter, it becomes me
to pafs over the emotions of gratitude with
which my mind is imprefled, and to fpeak, in
the firft place, of the interefts with which the
Court has entrufted me, in order that you may
be enabled to proceed with certainty, in cafe it
fhould pleafe Divine Providence to require my
lite.
« At the end of the year one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-two, the King gave orders
for raifing our corps, and appointed me to the
command. At the beginning of the following
year, I received his Majefty’s orders, by the mi-
nifters, to repair with the faid corps to this
ifland ; but as [ was at the fame time enjoined
to keep the fubjeét of our miflion a fecret, I
durft not acquaint you with the place of our
deftination, of which you were not informed
but in a very confufed manner, at the ifle of
France. You will obferve, that it was no want
of confidence on my part, which left you igno-
rant of the fubjeét of our enterprize. The con-
duét which I have held towards you during our
paflage, and my diligence in inftructing you in
the art of tacticks, convinced you of my zeal
for your common good, which you have repaid
by marks of attachment and efteem, which will
J 6 never
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173

never be effaced from my mind. Since our ar-
rival at our place of deftination, we have fuffer-
ed together a variety of diftrefles and fatigue,
and have combated againft the intemperance of
a fultry climate, and the violence of a people
jealous of their liberty. We have armed our-
felves with courage to execute the orders we re-
ceived, and fuccefs has attended our endeavours,

in fpite of the envious fate which purfued us.
¢ Excufe me, my dear companions, if I forbear

to name the authors of our fufferings; you
know them; and the fhame which they ought
to feel at feeing themfelves difcovered and de-
feated, is revenge fufficient. 'The condu& to
which T have adhered in this ifland, is fo well
known to you, that I need not fpeak of our pait
fufferings. You are convinced that I have done
my duty, in diminifhing them, by applying my
own fortune to fupply the wants of the cftab-
lithment which we have formed. You, your-
{elves, by advancing the fums you had received,
have fupplied me with means of adminiftering
to the prefling neceflities which were fo unjuftly
refufed to be fupplied, and without which we
muft have been entirely reduced. As a recom-
pence for my zeal and fufferings, I now find
myfclf repaid by the blackeft calumnies, on the
ifle of France. There is no difgraceful ation
which they have not accufed me of. Exclama-
tions are made againft the exorbitant expences

« which arc pretended to have been made in this

ifland, and againft the cruelties committed by
me, or my order, againft private traders, by
whom it has been publicly aflerted, that they
were compelled to fign certain writings, while
a piftol was held at their breafts. But the moft
mortifying circumftance is, that every means
has been ufed to perfuade the public at the ifle
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of France, that fuflicient fupplies have been for-

¢ warded out of their treafury, for the exigen-

cies of the fervice of the troops here; but that
] have appropriated thefe fums, and have left the
{oldiers without refource, overwhelmed with la-
bour, and threatened with every horror that

+ tyranny can inflict. Thefe malicious reports, in

which every effort is made to deftroy my repu-
tation, would give me no concern in any other
circumftances.” I fhould look upon them with
contempt, if the hope of recovering from the
illnefs which I now fuffer, could permit me to
indulge the expectation of rendering an account
of my conduét, at fome future period, to the
King and his minifters : but as I am well aware
of the dangerous confequences which may attend
my prefent illnefs, and which every day threat-
ens to take me hence, Iconjureyou, gentlemen,
by your honour, to render that teftimony to the
truth, which may fruftrate the views of thofe
who are defirous of blackening my fame. As
a {foldier, and as a chief, you know me from
experience :---render to my name, when I am
no more, that juftice which I have deferved by
my condu&, and which you cannot refufe.
¢« After this fhort recital of paft circumftances,
I muft proceed to our prefent fituation. With
a view to fecure the eftablifhment till the arrival
of new orders from Court, and to prevent its
fuffering from external attacks, which 1 forefaw,
I difpatched the Poftillion packet for France a
twelvemonth ago, in order to render an account
of our pofition at Court, and to requeft fupplies.
In the mean time, I have reclaimed thé afliftance
of the ifle of France, purfuant to his Majefty’s
orders, which you may fee in the letter which
his minifter wrote to the chiefs of that fettle-
ment, and- which I'here produce to convince
&< you
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(44
(4

(49

you of the fact. You would doubtlefs have con-
cluded, as Idid, that the fupplies would fpeedily
have been forwarded ; but, alas! in reply, Ire

¢ ceived only a refufal, which I have hitherto

concealed, with a view to avoid giving you em-

. barrafinent and difquiet. This refufal, in the

prefent juncture, is more particularly diftrefling,
becaufe 1 have already employed my whole pro-
perty in the King’s fervice, and am tlerefore in-
capable of adminiftering to- our prefent wants.
The ftores are filled with ufelefs effects, which
have been fent us from the ifle of France, but
are unprovided with the moft neceffary articles;
the treafury is without money, and the troops
without either pay or cloathing. Such is our
prefent fituation, which is deplorable indeed for
men, who for two years inceflantly, without a
paufe of twenty-four hours, have been kept in
continual motion; and who, in the laft war

¢ aoaintt the iflanders, have fo valiaptly diftin-

O

- guithed themfelves under your condugt. The

Riccels of this war, the event of which has fe-
cured our good fortune and the tranquillity of
the country, has filled us with joy. We ought,
therefore, to take advantage of the prefent good
difpofition of affairs, for the further encourage-
ment, and raifing the fpirits of our foldiers:
they are attached to us, gentlemen ; nothing is
impofiible for them to attempt, under our direc-
tion. 1 conjure you, therefore, to animate
them, by dire@ing their minds to glory, which

¢ is the great mover of the French nation. An

animated foldier, to whom his officer fets the
example, fuffers with willingnefs : I will even
fay more, he runs with avidity to the greateft
hardfhips. In this manner, therefore, you will
fucceed in keeping up the ordinary fervice,
which is urged by the different parties we aré

) « obliged
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obliged to maintain. With regard to the nine
months pay due to yourfelves and the troops, I
will endeavour partly to difcharge it, by difpof-
ing of my {mall ftock of neceflaries to a private
veflel, which is now upon the coaft. We may
perhaps, likewife, by the fame channel, fupply
ourfelves with articles of trade, for the daily
exigencies of the hofpital. In this manner,
ballancing our refources againft our misfortunes,
we may hope for new orders from Court, which,
according to all appearance, cannot be longer
delayed than till the return of the Poftillion.
Befides this, the {pot we now inhabit being ren-
dered more healthy by the works we have exe-
cuted, will fecure the health of thofe who at
prefent are tolerably well, and are not entirely
exhaufted. Our experience this year confirms
this probability. Laft year we loft one hundred
and thirteen men; this year the number of
deaths is eleven ; which is a difference we have
great reafon to value ourfelves upon. We have
expofed ourfelves, by labouring for the advan-
tage of others, who will enjoy, with fafety and
without fear, the fruits of our exertions. No
one will difpute the glory we poflefs, of having
laboured for the common good, at the peril of
our lives. v
¢ 1 {hall now leave you, gentlemen, for a fhort
time, to recover my exhaufted firength. In the
mean time, you will confult together upon the
propereft means to be adopted in our prefent
fituation. It is unneceflary to obferve, thatit is
by the orders of his Majefty that we have ex-
erted ourfelves upon this fpot; and that it is
not enough to have fucceeded, but that it 18
likewife equally neceflary to preferve the advan-
tages we have acqnired. There is no difficulty

¢« which
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¢ which a determined courage cannot overcome,
« Adieu, my friends; I leave you for an in.
¢ ftant." [Signed]

The Baron DE BENvVOWsKky,
With his paraph or flourifh.

The commander being then exhaufted by his ill-
nefs, retired, after exhorting the gentlemen pre.
fent to confult together, and lay their opinion be-
fore him. Whereupon the meeting deliberated,
and determined to draw out their opinions in fe.
parate articles, and fubmit them to their com.
mander in chief.

Tue Orinions ofF THE OFFICERS, WHICH THEY
suBMIT To THEIR COMMANDER.

Primo. The officers of the corps of Volunteers,
having attended to the {peech of their Commander,
are unanimouily penetrated with grief to hear,
that the zeal which he has thewn, and the nume-
rous exertions he has made, at the expence of his
fortune and health, in favour of all thofe who have
had the honour of ferving under his orders, have
been recompenfed by attempts to tarnifh his repu-
tation, by acts of impofture and the blackeft ca-
lumny. As witnefles of his condué, they think
it an act of duty and juftice to proteft folemnly, by
the prefent refolutions, againft all the imputations
and pretended malverfations. And they mutually
engage and bind themfelves, in cafe of the deceafe
of their Commander, to reprefent this affair to his
Majefty and his minifters.

andly.
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/
adly. “They have the honour to reprefent to
their Commander in Chief, that, after all the mag-
panimous efforts with which he has been pleafed to
maintain the royal eftablifhment, and corps of Vo-
lunteers, by furnithing means for the fupport of
every individual hitherto, they fhall confider it an
honour to follow the example of their Chief; and
they intreat his permiflion, that they may them-
felves contribute a fum, to be advanced to the trea-
fury, in order that they may by this means be con-
fidered as worthy his efteem, and may contribute,
to the utmoft of their power, to the good of his
Majefty’s fervice. :
adly. With refpeét to the troops, and the fer-
vice, they will omit nothing which may juftify the
opinion of their Commander; and they requeft
that, in confideration of the fmall number of men,
_ he will withdraw the troops from the two inter-
mediate pofts of Maffoula and Mananhar, in order
that the main body, being reinforced, may be bet-
ter enabled to act in the vicinity of the chief fet-
tlement, and defend themfelves from the robberies
which have been committed by vagabonds fince the
laft war.
4thly. They refpe@fully entreat that the Com-
mander in Chief will be pleafed to confider, that
the arrival of a veflel from Europe may be fruf-
trated by feveral unforefeen events, and that con-
fequently it would be very neceffary to fend a fum-
mons to the ifle of France, in the name of his Ma-
jefty, toobtain a fupply, as well of men as of mo-
ney and effe@s for their fubfiftence.
_ sthly. The prefent meeting of officers, perceiv-
ing that the health of their Commander is greatly
altered ; and being likewife informed, by the fur-
geon-major, that it cannot but be ftill more im-
paired by the fatigue and exertions which he con-
tinues to make, notwithftanding their oppofition ;
they
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they take the liberty unanimoully to entreat, that
he will, for a certain time, defilt from this conti-
nued labour. They are more prefling in this reflt
pect, as they are aétuated by the impreflion of that
friendfhip, which he has ever been pleafed to thew
to the corps of Volunteers, as well as for the inte-
refts of the eftablifhment, in which he is bound to
confult the advantage of his Majefty’s {ervice, by
forbearing to make exertions which tend to de-
prive the {ettlement of his future fervices.

6thly. The officers in the laft place, take the li-
berty to reprefent, that exhaufted as they are by
paft and prefent diftrefles, there is not one among
them who does not feel his ftrength greatly impair-
ed, and that a change of garrifon is very neceflary
for the whole corps : they therefore depofit their
general interefts in the hands of their Commander
in Chief, and entreat that he will be pleafed to in-
tercede with his Majefty and the miniftry in favour*
of the corps, to procure them a juft recompence,
and a certain time to recover themfelves from the
exceflive fatigues they have been vpprefled with.

Signed with the following names.

De Mallendre, with paraph ;

Le Cerf, with paraph;

Perthuis, Lieutenant ;

Le Certain, Lieutenant ;

De Veziers, Lieutenant ;

De La Boullaye ;

Des Grawves, {fecond Lieutenant ;

The Chevalier De La Tour, {econd Lieu-
tenant ;

Larmina, Quartermafter, with paraph;

Rozieres, Lieut. performing the office
of Secretary ;

Beffe, Treafurer, with paraph.

DEecisioN
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ECISION OF THE AssSEmMBLY oF THE CORPs OF

VOLUNTEERS OF BENYOWSKY.

Primo. The (.«m*mmd“ in Chief being fatis-
fied with the promife of the gentlemen officers of
his corps, with re egarc d to what concerans his repu-
tation ; mfi recia ning oanly their viva voce tefli-
monies, in cafe of his premature deceafe, referves
himfelf in perfon to clear himfelf of all calumnious
imputations, and to carry his complaints to the
foot of his Majefty’s throne.

2dly. The Commander in Chief will take the
firft opportu nty of forwarding a fummons to the
chief of the ifle of France, to ebtain the fupplies
neceflary ffvr the fubfiftence of the eftablifament.

3dly. The Commander in Chief will diftribute
among the officers the feveral departments of daily
employment, that he mzty be enabled to repefe

13

himfelf. He likewife declares, that having difpoi-
ed of every particular of bufinefs l'ddtl"”‘ to the
fettlement, as well as to his own prwau: affairs,
they will find, in cafe of his deceafe, his lait Will,
fealed up in the box marked A, which is in his ca-
binet, which is placed in the oflice: the fame box
contains feveral papers addreffed to the minifter,
and an order in the King’s name, which enjoins
that gcmxcz‘)“\ vho, by his rank among the
officers, fhall be entitled to fucceed him, to con-
form until new orders from Court, to the in-

.aﬁtmm he x ._1 hn: annexed to the order. By

this provifien, the officers in command will avoid
that Lmswzmﬁ}:x:m which otherwife might become
of great confequence to the eitablifhment. He
therefore exhorts them to arm [hu} felves with con-
rage, to fupport the interefts of their mafter ; and

Y (6
Vior. L 1 as
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as they have all faced death to acquire glory, fo at
prefent it becomes themfelves nobly to fubmit to
fuffering and diftrefs, in order to maintain it.

sthly. The gentlemen officers of the corps of
Volunteers, are requefted to forma fum of twelve
thioufand livres, to be remitted to the treafury, for
the payment of the troops; and the Commander
in Chief engages to furnifh alike fum, for the pur-
chafe of different effe@s and merchandize, for the
fubfiftence of the hofpitals, and daily exigencies.

sthiy. The pofts of Maffoula and Mananhar {hall
be withdrawn, to reinforce the chief fettlement,
and to defend the cultivated lands of the allied na-
tives from the devaftation and fire of the vagabonds.

6thly. The Commander in Chief will forward
his prefling reprefentations to the minifter, con-
cerning the diftrefles and fatigues which his corps
have endured ; and will demand, for the refrefh-
ment of the faid corps, a garrifon better calculated
for their recovery, in the internal part of the
ifland. '

sthly. Anaé in form fhall be drawn out, of the
proceedings of this prefent aflembly of the oflicers
of -the corps of Volunteers, which fhall confift of
three parts, one of which fhall be forwarded to
the minifter, the fecond to the ifle of France, with
the fummons, and the third fhall be depofited in
the archives of the corps.

Done in our general camp on the ifland of Ma-
dagafcar, the twenty-fifth of September, 1775.

Signed,

The Baron de Benyowfky, Colonel and
Commander in Chief of the French
fettlement on the ifland of Mada-
gafcar;

De Mallendre, with paraph ;

: Le
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Le Cerf, Captain, with paraph;

Perthuis, Lieutenant ;

Le Certain, Lieutenant ;

De La Boullaye ;

Des Grawes, fecond Lieutenant ;

The Chevalier De La Tour, fecond
Lieutenant ;

De Larmina, ertcrmaftcr ;

Rozieres, Lieutenant, performing the
office of Secretary ;---and

Beffz, Treafurer.

The Piece L. X. X.

At o Council of the Officers of the Corps o Volun-
L/

teers. of Benyowfhy, convened by Order ¢ the
yowysky s
Baron de Benyowfky.

April the 1ft, 1776. Prefent in Council con-
vened by order of the Baron de Benyowtky, Col.
of theregiment named after him, and Commander
in Chicf of the French eftablifhment on the ifland
of Madagafcar; namely, the Chevalier de San-
glier, Captain: De Mallendre, Captain ; Perthuis,
firh Lieutenant ; Corbi, fecond Lieutenant; the
Chevalier de La Tour, fecond Licutenant; Lar-
mina, Quartermafter ; Evali, Enfign; Rozieres,
performing the office of Engineer ; Mayeur, Lieu-
tenant, and firft interpreter of the eftablithment ;
Beffiere, performing the office of Secretary; and
Befle, invited tobe prefent in the aflembly, in qua-
lity of principal officer of the Adminiftration, in
lieu of principal Storekeeper or Commifiary. The
Baron de Benyowfky being prefident at this Coun-
¢il; and Mefirs. Le Certain and De La Boullaye,
fenior, Licutenant, being abfent; the former de-
tached to the ifle of France, and the latter being
commander at Foul Point.

LB The
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The Baron de Benyowfky opened the meeting
with the following fpeech :
¢ I'have called you together, gentlemen, to con.
{ult npon the critical circumftances of our fitua-
tion, the fecurity of our pofts, and the prefer-
vation of the feveral provinces allied to the fet-
tlement, as well as the part which it becomes us
to take in the prefent fituation with regard to the
war with the Seclaves; whofe chief, having de-
clared war againft the French ftandard, has al-
ready commenced hoftilities, by ravaging the
people, who are allied by oath to the eftablith.
ment, and who, if unaffifted by us, may be
compelled by force to yield to our enemies, and
“ become fubje@ to them., All'thefe circumftan-
¢ ces require the utmoft attention of the fettle-
‘“ meat ; and that more efpecially, as their increafe
will threaten us with the lofs of the fruits of all
the laborious exertions we have made for the
ipace of three years; and as they happen at a
time when the forces of the eftablithment are ex-
haufted. Thefe pofitions, therefore, require a
minute difcuflion, in order that we may form a
well-digefted plan ; and that, without having the
rathuefs to face every event, we may exert that
courage which will be fuflicient to anfwer our
purpofes ; and by colleéting our forces, we may
‘ maintain our labours with glory, and crown
them by the titles of brave foldiers, and faith-
ful fervants of the King who has employed us.
« It is unneceffary to enumerate, at prefent, the
¢ various checks and vexations to which we have
“ fo unjuftly been fubjected, and which have
« placed the fettlement in the moft unhappy and
¢ critical fituation, and reduced our people to a
© fiate of extreme weaknefs. All thefe circum-
« ftances are well known to you, as we difcufled
s them in the laft meeting, held on the 25th of
: ¢« September,
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September, 1775, and provideda temporary
remedy, in the hope of fpeedy afliltance either
from the ifle of France or from Europe. But,
fince that period, fix months have elapfed, and
the fmall afiftance we have derived from the ifle
of France being fcarcely fuflicient to maintain
us until this time, our diftrefles cannot but in-
creafe, and muft at laft overwhelm us. At pre-
{ent it is neceflary to oppofe them with deter-
nined courage. TFor this purpofe, let us fup-
pofe that the fupplies, though daily expeied,
are fill far from their arrival; let us make our
account for the aQual fituation of things; let
us calculate the forces we really poflefs, and up-
on this eftimate let us decide what conduétis the
moft proper to be held. *Our own affurance of
having employed all the refources of our cou-
rage, in the fervice of his Majefty, will be an
ample recompenfe for our labours. *
¢ 1f we confider the number which ufually com-
pofes a troop, and look to ourfelves, we fhall
fee only a feeble remnant, worn out by the fe-
vere preflure of long and afliduous fatigue ;
fcarcely equal to the ordinary fervice ; no lon-
ger daring to quit their forts and retrench-
ments.—But it is a confequence of that valorous
fpirit, which ought to be natural to a {oldier,
that we fhould raife our courage beyond that
of common minds : the more the viciflitudes of
events opprefs and gverwhelm us, the more it
becomes us to colle& our force and firmnefs.
Bound as we are by the ties of honour, and of
duty, to juftify the confidence of the Court,
which has appointed us to form a folid eftablifh-
ment in this ifland, we can do no otherwife
than refolve to vanquifh and fubdue all obfta-
ces. Three years have now elapfed fince we
bade adieu to the pleafures of a life of tranquili-

(11 ty
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ty ; we have familiarized ourfelves to hardihips,
labours, and war, and we have withftood the
rigours of 'this unwholefome climate. Thou.
fands of enemies, whom we ‘have conquered
and difperfed, have acquired us that reputation
through the whole extent of this valt ifland,
which has procured the alliances of more than

"one third ‘of its whole people.—What rifque

then fhould we now run, by dividing our
troops, and appointing one half to ‘guard our
pofts, which are fortified and provided with
artillery ; while ‘the other ‘half takes the field,
and carries ‘terror to the enemy, keeps the neu-
tral powers in refpe&, and preferves the allies
of the féttlement ? Such an engagement, well
made, may open to us refources we have hither-
to been unacquainted with. The fupplies, fo
long expected, will at laft arrive, and then every
difliculty and obftacle will be furmounted. 7The
troops, when reinforced, will refume their pri-
mitive vigour ; and having ‘kept the enemy in
check, they will then 'entirely defiroy them.
The ftorehoufes being ‘furnifhed, ‘will increafe
the confidence of the natives of the country;
who having, fince our arrival here, ‘been ‘amuf-
ed with mere ‘promifes, and feeing no fupplies
arrive, ‘may join ‘the Seclaves, the only nation
which remains for us to fight and {fubdue ; 'be-
caufe its' natural obftinacy will never fuffer them
to be furprifed by negotiation, and becaufe they
neglect no opportunity of engaging all the other
nations of the 'ifland in their intereft, either by
promife or threats. "We have therefore only

‘ the ftrength of our arms, and our fuperiority

in the art of 'war, to ‘oppofe againft'them. To

¢ purchafe peace is contrary to the charaéter of the

French ; and would, befides, diminith our re-
putation, ‘and debafe ‘us'in the eyes ‘of'all the
¢ nations
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nations of this ifland, who would revolt, when
they faw us undecided and embarrafled in our
procezdings with one national one ; whereas fe-
veral nations have been reduced at the mere
fight of us, and have not dared to colleé& their
forces in oppofition to our enterprizes, but have
a1l attached themfelves, by treaty, to the {ettle-
ment. Their attachment muft be preferved by
civilization, and juftice duly adminiftered to
them. The mild treatment they have received
from us, and the afliftance we have given them
againit their enemies, have fecured their efteem ;
and, forgetting -the name of foreigner, they
now behold in us the friend and the ally. But
the inftant we refufe to affift. them againit the
Seclaves, and they lofe that refpect for us which
fear produces, they will indubitably arrange
themfelves on the ftronger fide, and encreafe
that. force.

¢« All thefe circumftances, gentlemen, require
a fpeedy decifion, on our part, in order that we
may act in the moft becoming and certain man-
ner.  As far as I can fee into our fituation, and
the pofition in which we ftand with regard to
the natives, we cannot difpenfe with entering
into the war againft the Seclaves. It is there-
fore an object of difcuffion, whether we ought
to.confine vurfelves merely to the defence of the
frontiers of our allies, in conjunétion with them,
or whether we ought to begin an offenfive war,
by entering into their country : for it is impof-
fible for us. to remain in our forts, and behind
our entrenchments, in a ftate of expedtation,
until our enemies come upon us. We fhould
by that means expofe our allies, who dwell on

¢ their frontiers, to continual ravages and flavery,

and the eftablithment will not be able to clear
¢« jtfelf
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¢ ijtfelf of the blame, as it is engaged to fupport
its allies again{t all the attempts of their enemies.
« Thefe are juit reafons, which ought to deter-
mine us to take the field, and to carry the war
¢ to the frontier of the Seclaves. By this man-
“ ccuvre, we fhall cover our own pofleffions,
with thofe of our allies, and we fhall be in a
¢ fituation, on the arrival of the firft fupply of
¢ men, in confequence of the knowledge we fhall
have acquired of the country, and of the means
neceffary to be employed againft the enemy, to
¢ attack them in our turn, {ubdue them, and
¢ compel them to accept of fuch terms as we fhall
¢ prefcribe.

¢« After having thus given a detail to you, gen-
tlemen, of our prefent circumftances, and com-
¢ municated my views, I requeft that you will
¢ difcufs the part which itis neceffary to takein
¢ an enterprize of fuch delicacy, and let me
“ know your fentiments without delay.”

Done at Louifbourg, April 1, 1776.
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Signed,
The BaroN DE BENvVOWSK Y.

The corps of oflicers of the Volunteers, after
having maturely confidered and difcufled the fieps
practicable to be taken, to prevent the inconveni-
ences probably to arife from the violence of the
enemies which threaten the eftablifhment, perceive
no better than to take the field immediately, and
to carry the war to the frontiers of the Seclaves;
and in this manner to keep the enemy in contin-
ual movement, until thearrival of the final orders
of his Majefty, and the fupplies, which caunot
fail to arrive foon. They are confident in aflirm-
ing, that though the number of the troops, to be

» divided
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divided for the fervice of war, and the defence of
the chief fettlement and out-pofts, be {mall, yet
the valour and courage of each company will jufti-
fy the opinion of the Commander in Chief; and
that the corps defires nothing more ardently, than
to receive orders which may give them an oppor-
tunity of performing their duty in a manner wor-
thy of them{elves. -

With regard to the alternative of an offenfive
or defenfive war, the corps of officers, not being
defirous of anticipating the will of their Comman-
der, will always follow with {pirit the decifion he
{hall make, and upon which the fuccefs of the
campaign will probably depend.

Done this 1ft of April, 1776, at the general
camp of Louifbourg.

Signed,

The Chevalier SANGLIER ;
De MALLENDRE;

Le Cerr;

De La BoUuLLAYE;

Des GRrREVES;

CorBI;

The Chevalier D La Tour;
RozierEs;

MAYEUR 3

LAarRMINA

Evarr;—and

BessE,

ESTABLISH-
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ESTABLISHMENT

AT

MADAGASCAR.

ADMINISTRATION GENERAL AND PARTICULAR.

¢+ Demands, Obfervations, and Queftions, pro-
pofed to the Baron de Benyowiky, Colonel
and Commander of the Eftablithments of his
Majefty, the King of France, upon the ifland
of Madagafcar, by Meflrs.:De Bellecombe and
Chevreau, by virtue of the the powers vefted
in them, as Infpectors and Commifaries for
his Majefty upon the faid ifland of Mada-

gafcar.
ARTIHCITESE

7 E demand of the Baron de Benyowlky
that he do communicate to us the origi-
nal of the orders of the King, with the difpatches
and inftru@ions of the minifter, by virtue of which
he came to take pofleffion, in his Majefty’s name,

* 'This appears to be the piece Z. X. A. referred to at page
2g9-0f the prefent volume, though the mark is omitted in the manu-
fcript. “In the original, the Queftions and Replies are arrange
in columns oppofite each other; but I have, for the convenience
of printing, {ubjoined each Anfwer to the Queftion, which pro-
cedes it. NorE or THE EDITOR.

to
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to form an eftablifbment and command at Mada-
afcar, at the place called the Bay of Antongil;
and alfo the ordonnance for creating a eorps of
Volunteers, in his name, which bears date the
oth O&ober, 1772 ; anda communication.of the
difpatches and correfpondences of the marine and
colonies, and of Meflrs. ‘the chiefs of the Adminif-
tration of the ifle of France.

Anfwer to A R T 1C L E L

I have the honour to prefent to Meflrs. the com-
miffaries, hereunto annexed, under cover L. A.
the orders of Court, which they demand, and al-
{o the ordonnance of my corps, and my corref-

ondence with the minifters and the chiefs of the
Adminiftration of the ifle of France. AsIreceived
no orders to take any pofleffion in the ifland of
Madagafcar, I have confined myfelf to the efta-
blithment of pofts, for the facilitation of trade,
and the cultivation of the ground ; -andhave form-

-ed conne&ions and ‘treaties of'friendfhip and mu-

tual intereft with the natives of the country, who
have voluntarily gr:mted the lands upon:which the
different forts and the chief fettlement are fituated.

A'R TIT'CLE IL

We demand of the Baron de Benyowiky, an
accurate and full fatement, or lift, by name, of

‘the officers, fubalterns, and 'volunteers, ‘people

employed, fea-faring men, and other fubjects of
his Majefty whomfoever, that have been fubject
to his orders at “Madagafcar, or who are at this
prefent time under his command ; together with
their places of refidence, and refpective funétions.
Anfwer
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Anfawer to A R N S D

I have the honour to prefent to Meflrs. the com-
miffaries, the regifter of the corps of Volunteers,
in order that they may reccive information of the
names of all the {oldiers who came hither with me,
or have been enrolled either in the military or fea
fervice fince that time, and thofe who are at pre-
fent actually under my orders. The marginal notes
indicate their places of refidence, and their funéti-
'ons. As to the perfons who are employed in the
Adminiftration, their regifters will exhibit their
number, and other particulars. L. B.

ART I CL B

We likewife demand another accurate and full
ftatement, or lit by name, of all the officers, fub-
alterns, and Volunteers, people employed, fea-far-
ing men, or other fubjects of his Majefty, who
have either died, or have departed, together with
the days oftheir death, or defertion, fromthe com-
mencement of the eftablifament until the prefent
dry : and as it i3 very interefting to their families
to poflefs the titles and accounts of fuch as have |
died or deferted, we demand details for each indi-
vidual man, inventories, verbal procefles of fales,
and accounts of the fucceflion of each; in order
to tranfmit the fame to the minifter, who has ex-
prefsly inftructed us on this head, as well as on
that of remitting the refpective amounts, in bills
of exchange, to France.

Anfwer to ARTICLE I,

Lift of ail the perfons who have died upon this
1fland, fince the formation of the fettlement, are
hereunto annexed, L. C. With regard to the

inven-
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inventories and produce of the fucceflion of thofe
who have died, and were of the military, I have
remitted to the minifter the amount, in bills of ex-
chanoe, with inventories of fales, agreeably to his

5%
=

orders. I here fpeak only of the military, as I
have no concern with thofe who have been cm-
ployed in the Adminiftration.

A BT FaG ol By B

What is the prefent ftate of his Majefty’s trea-
fury and ftores at Madagafcar? We demand of
the Baron de Benyowlky, to prefent to us, or to
caufe the perfons accountable (the treafurer and
forekeeper) to prefent to us, lifts or inventories,
figned by him and them, of the nett refidue in
hand, at the time of our arrival.

Anfwer to 4 R T FC LE: T

The cath and ftores, at Madagafcar, having been
entrufted, fince the departure of Mr. Des Affifes,
the principal ftorekeeper, to Mr. Aumont, the
principal ftorekeeper, and to Mr. Befle ; the lifts
and inventories will afcertain its fituation. The
treafury and ftares have been fupplied, for three
years paft, only by advances 1 have made.

AR TEHC B EsY

What are the public works, fuch as roads or ca-
nals, begun or finithed ? what are the fortifications
and civil buildings, erected upon his Majeity’s ac-
count, in the ifland of Madagalfcar, fince the arri-
val of the Baron de Benyowiky ? ~We demand a
full ftatement, with values annexed ; and likewife
an account of the artillery and warlike ftores at-
tached to the fettlement.
' Does

e e e

I ’i
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Does not the ifland of Madagafcar afford all the
neceffary materials fuch as lime-ftones, bricks, and
wood, for every kind of building ?

Anfier to 4 R FilLiE Bl Vs

The public works, roads, fortifications, and ci-
vil ereétions, made by my orders, on account of
his Majefty, will appear by the engineer’s ftate.
ment, who is charged with this department. I
have the honour to prefent this ftatement, under
cover L. D. ; and aifo a full account of the artil-
lery and ammunition of war.

The ifland of Madagafcar affords bricks, lime-
ftones, wood in planks, as well for exportation, as
for every kind of building.

ARTICLE: VL

We likewife demand of the Baron de Benyowf-
ky, a communication of all the regifters of receipts
and difburfements ‘whatever, made on the ifland
of Madagafcar, and on the occafion of the feveral
pofts which he has eftablifhed fince his arrival ; to-
gether with a table of comparifon of all the fums he
received in Europe, at the ifle of France, and at
Madagafcar, under what title and denomination
foever they may have been received ; whether
fince he was appointed colonel and chief of this
oreat undertaking ; whether in effefts of trade,
ilver, piaftres, calebafhes, paper money, or letters
of exchange ; withall the expenditures and cou-
fumptions, of what nature foever they may be.

Anfwer to AR TIC L E VL
I have the honour to prefent to the commifla:

ries, a general ftatement of the balance of debits
and
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and credits, drawn out in the month of May, in
the prefent year. The difburfements fince made,
will be (,Luli‘y known b the r"n'iﬂ'mr'; of the treafn-
ry. . Lhe ftatement fthews, L-t the receipt, until
the arrival of the commiffaries, amounted only to
fix hundred and forty thoufand livres : and the
piece B. contains cxpences ; the amount of which
forms the fum of two million nine hundred eigh-
ty-three thoufand:one hundred eighty-fix livres Sy
feven fols, and eleven deniers, of which fum the
royal treafury is indebted to me four hundred
and fifteen thoufand livres. By comparing thefe
two ftatements, the commiflaries will be convin-
ced, that the fum of one million feven hundred
twenty-eight thoufand one hundred and eighty-fix
livres has been procured by cominerce, and the
voluntary prefents of the natives of the country.

R LR VI
To what fum per month do the whole expences

made up on the account of his May‘ﬁy in the bay
of Antongil, and the other fettlements dgpcn(unL

thereon, amount Lo, reckoning from the firft of

O&ober, in the a&ual ftate of affairs ? We re queft
the Baron de Benyowlky to fupplyus with accounts
at large, mwvgu*ﬂlmw the different nature of the
emenus under thefe heads :

Effectiv ¢ troops ;

Adminiftration—the perfons employed, and
other fcrv;mts whether black or white men, who
receive wages ;

Hofpltuls 3

Marine ; 3

The maintenance of public buildings ;
Subfiftence ;

W hat
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What is the manner of paying thefe expences;
in money, in paper-money, in letters of exchange,
or in articles of trade ? '

Anfwer to A R SEA OSSN s

In the a&ual ftate of the corps of Volunteers,
their fubfiftence and pay will amount to the fum
of eleven thoufand eight hundred and fixty livres,

Adminiftration.—With regard to the fubfiftence
and pay of thofe employed in this department,
and other Europeans who reccive wages, I can
{peak nothing, as their quantum is regulated by
the chief of the Adminifiration.

Hofpitals—Coft per month, one thoufand eight
hundred livres.

Marine.—About two thoufand livres.

Maintenance of public buildings—Value in mer-
chandize, one thoufand fix hundred livres.

Blacks in his Majefty’s pay—Value in merchan-
dize, nine hundred livres.

The moft ready manner of acquitting thefe ex-
Pences, is to pay in money, which being laid out
in the purchafe of neceflaries at the ftorehoufes,
will of courfe return into the treafury: by this
means, the provifion of fubfiftence will diminith;
their confumption will be more proportioned
to the ftate of each individual, and the fpecie will
either be kept in circulation, or return into thg
treafucy, by fale of effects from the ftorchoules,

ARTIC LE VI

The trade for rice and cattle being, by the ac-
count we have received at the ifle of France, one
of the motives which have determined Govern-
ment to form an eftablifhment at the iflle of Ma-
dagafcar, we demand of the Baron de Benyowiky,

1
yhat
W Qak
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what are the caufes of the want of fuccefs hitherto;
and why the ifle of France has not been fupplied
with thefe two objeéts, rice and cattle, for three
years paft ; efpecially after the confiderable remit-
tances which have been made in articles of trade
for this purpofe ?

We demand accounts of the confignments he
has made to the ifle of France, in flaves, cattle,
and rice ; and al{o an account of the fale of thefe
three articles, which he may have made to indivi-
duals on the King’s account.

Anfwer to A R L e L-E VL

The caufe of the want of fuccefs in fupplying the
ifle. of France in rice and cattle, can only be attri-
buted to the ill will which the chief of the Admi-
niftration of the ifle of France has thewn towards
the fettlement at Madagafcar.  The firft confign-
ment which he made in piece goods and mufkets,
the only articles neceflary for the rice trade, was
fcarcely fufficient to pay the firft expences of the
neceflary things required for the . foundation of
this eftablithment. Moreover, he has never fatis-
fied the demands, which Thave repeatedly made
to furnith articles of trade. The invoices of his
confignments, which I have the honour to prefent
to the commiflaries, under the mark L E. will
juftify my affertions. Befides which, although 1
have often repeated to the chiefs of the ifle of
France, that rice and cattle were in great plenty,
they have for a long time left meignorant of their
difpofition in this refpe@ ; until at length they de-
clared, that they renounced all thefe fupplies.
Their correfpondence, which I have the honour
to prefent to Meflrs. the commiflaries, will evi-
dently convince them of this aflertion- Befides
which, with regard to the article of trade, I can-

Yor, 1I, U not
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not enter too minutely into. it, becaufe this part
was under the care of Mr. Des Affiffes, the com-
miffary and fubdelegate, who naturally muft have
poflefled inftructions ad hoc. The correfpondence
of this adminiftrator with the chiefs of the ifle of.
France, muft itfelf juftify my aflertions, that the
trade of rice, flaves and cattle, and, the neceflary
fupplies, have been neglected by the fault of the ifle.
of France. 1 again requeft the commiffaries to
examine the invoices of the confignments from the
ifle of France to the eftablithment at Madagafcar ;
and I hope they will then acknowledge, that the
fupplies have certainly not been confiderable.

‘The papers of the Adminiftration mutft contain
details of the confignments made to the ifle of
France, in flaves, cattle, and rice; and likewife of.
the fales of thefe three articles made to private or-
ders, on the King’s account. This department be-
ing abfolutely foreign to my charge, and Mr. Mail-
lart having required me to leave the entire difpofi-
tion of the fame to his fub-delegate, I am not ac-
qudinted with the detail, excepting fo far as it was
neceflary for me to render myfelf acquainted with,
it, to develope the motives which determined Mr.
Maillart fo earneftly to countera& my operations.

KR 1O E . X,

What number of men does the Baron apprehend
to be neceflary as.a garrifon, to maintain them-
{elves in'the chief place, which, he has chofen, and
its dependencies ?

Anfwer to 4 R T 1 C L E- IX:

I am at a lofs to reply to the commiflioners quef-
tions, contained in their ninth article, being entire-
ly ignorant under what point of view the fettle-

ment
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ment at’ Madagafcaris confidered. I'thall afflume
three :

it. The eftablithment at- Madagafcar, may be
confidered as intended to acquire the dominion of
this vaft ifland, to form a f{olid colony of Europe-
ans, which, when once mafter of the whole ifland,
willform a part of the power of the parent ftate ;
and’ by its‘natural fertility, will fupply the indif-
penfable wants of the other French colonies, by
including in itfelf a military’ force, may be' advan-
tageoufly ‘employed againft the enemies of the pa-
rent’country in India. The conduét of the minif-
ter and the miflion of the commiflaries, induce me
to make this digreffion.

2dly. ‘Fhe'eftablithment at’Madagafcar, may be
confidered as-a-“pacific military ' poft, intended to
gain the confidence of the natives of the country ;
to form treaties of friendfhip and commerce with
them ; to'fecure the trade which the merchants
might carry on in this ifland ; and watch over
and reégulate them, i’ order that the trade of pri-
vate veflels may not, in future, occafion’thofe- irre-
gularities and‘diforders, of which formerly' there
exifted fo many examples.

3dlyé - The eftablifhment may likewife be' confi-
deredunder the point of view! of being tolerated by
the natives, and undér this head I cannot explain
myfelf.

Upon which ‘of thefe‘three principles the “minif-
ter may confider it‘as moft - expedient tofound‘the
eftablithment, muft reft with your own"opinions,
gentlemen.” “My ‘operations and 'labours have hi-
therto been dire@ed to' form ‘the eftablithment upon
afundamental bafis, which is “the fecond” of ' the
three points of view which 1 have propoféd: I
have: purfued’ it, and can'venture to.aflert, that
the medns which 1 have'employed, have been’ necef-
fary forits" ficcefs ; the particular inftruélions \lof

] [ the
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the Court have led me toit : I have the honour to
prefent thefe to the commiffaries, and beg-that they
will pleafe to examine their purport.

AR TolaC Ja B X

What are the chief places or pofts upon the coatt,
or in the interior parts of the ifland, which depend
upon the principal fettlement ¢ In what fituation
are they with refpeét to public buildings: or erecti-
ons ; more efpecially that called the Plain of Health ;

what advantage is derived from them, or what ufe- |

ful purpofe do they anfwer?

Is it eafy to crofs the ifland from eaft to weft,
from the bay of Antongil to Bambetoks;

What poits has the Baron eftablithed: to fecure
tht communication? ,

Anfwcr to 4 RvTIC' Loch =X 5

The . chief places and. pofts; dependant-on the
_principal fettlement eftablithed at the Bay of An-
tongil, are fort St.; John, fort Auguftus, Antfirac,
‘Mananhar, Tofloula, fort; St. Maurice.at Angont-
ziri, Feneif, fort Francis atFoul Point, and the
{ettlement, or fadtory, at Tamatava.; As the com-
miffaries have infpeéted the works-at Louifbourg,
fort St. John, and fort Auguftus or the Plain-of
Healih,-it is unneceflary to deferibe them. The
others. confilt of pallifades, furrounding houfes,
built. after the country fathion, for ‘the neceffary
lodging. Fach poft has its advantage with.regard
to trade ; but my principal objet in eftablithing
them, was to fecure fuch pofts as, by their fituati-
on, might render us mafters of the tradeof the
country, by fecuring. the navigation of  the princi-
pal rivers. "The fituation in which, the commiffa-
ries now find me, by taking the fecond:principle

as




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 293

as the bafis of my fettlement, will thew the pro-
priety of my operations. ‘The paflage from ecaft to
weft, is eafy; and its difficulties may be removed
by a very moderate exertion of force. This ope-
ration having been one of the principal parts of my
plan, I have begun it ; but the want of force has
checked my exertions. There arefive pofts to fe-
cure this communication ; but as I thought pro-
per to give up to the chiefs in alliance with the efta-
blithment, the pofts of Ranoumena, Antangnin,
and Angonum, I have kept only two, namely,
that of fort St. John, and that of the Plain.

A-R T 1L LE XL

What is the name of the chief of the territory
upon which our fettlement is formed-; -what is the
extent of his deminions; do we poflefs property
in land, or conceflions acquired, or in farm, at the
bay of Antongil, and the dependant pofts ? In this
cafe we requeft the Baron de Benyowfky to'com-
municate to us the titles, :

R

2
3

/z'nfwc’r to A RiFisFC L B XK

The name of the prince ‘who formerly poflefled
the ground, which he voluntarily ceded to form
our fettlemernt, is Sianique.. The extent of the
pofleflion of the place is one half league, included
between: the harbourand the great river. The
chiefs refide in' the town which I have formed,
but their habitations are in the interior parts of
the ifland.  The property of the province of An-
timaron belongs to the natives of the country;
but they willingly furrender up lands, to engage
the Europeans to fettle among them, and cul-
tivate the -wafte grounds. Meflrs. the commif-
{aries, may more particularly inform themfelves

in
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in this refpet, at the approaching aflembly of
the chiefs of the province, which Ihaveinvited,
by their orders.

¢y W N g i e B

We demand a full lift of the names of the princi-
pal Madagafcar chiefs, who have acknowledged
the authority of his Majefly, and have become
tributary. What does the annual tribute confift
of, to which they have fubmitted? What re-
ceipts have ‘been made for his Majefty of thefe dif-
ferent tributes, or annual acknowledgments ?

We demand of the Baron de Benyowiky, that
hedo convene, within the courfe of eight days,
thefe different tributary chiefs, in order that we
may ourfelves aflure them of the prote@ion of
his Majefty.

: Anfiver to Article XIL

None of the chiefs have acknowledged the autho-
rity of the King; but they have attached them-
felves to us and the fettlement, by treaties : their
names are as follow ;—Sianique, Mandingue, Ra-
oul, Diamanongue, Manen, Manongamaron, Dia-
mandrine ; thefe chiefs have fifty other chiefs {ub-
ordinate to them, who are all of the province of
Antimarou: Raflene, 'a -Sambarive chief, eftab-
lithed at the village of Antianak, with four other
chiefs ; Raffangour, Cievi, Sancé, Dame, princi-
pal chiefs of the Sambarives, of Mananhar, having
forty chiefs fubordinate to them, of the people of
Antavayi, Antivoitchou, Antivohibey, and Anti-
mokol ; Lambarante, with twelve other chiefs, of
the province of Laontoudou; France, Siloulout,
with twenty chiefs, eftablithed at Rantanbay ; King
Hiavi, with fifty chiefs, of the province of Foul
Point, and Tamatava ; Ramaraombe,  Diamafle,
with thirty chiefs, of th¢ province: of the Anti-

fambarives
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(mbarives to the eaftward; Rafidumoine, Dia-
faiche, Diaboulmaflou, with thirty chiefs, of the
province of Angontzi; Lambouin, chief of the
northern part of the ifland, with his family, con-
fitting of twenty chiefs, at Voemara.

The chiefs and people of Madagalcar pay no tri-
bute to the eftablifhment, but I have procured re-
venues to the fettlement, under the title of fubfi-
dies : they confift of rice, cattle, and fome flaves.
Before the laft war of Antimaron, the chiefs fur-
nifhed, each for his own village, eight gamelles of
rice, and four oxen. 1 have ufually accepted the
value in fimber, planks and flaves, as the accounts
of the ftores will thew. THe amount of the fub-
Gidies for this fourth year, is nine hundred and for-
ty-two thoufand livres.

The chiefs {hall be affembled on the day fixed by
the commiflaries.

AR TCLE S XL

\What treaties, or reciprocal engagements, fub-
Gft botween the French nation and the different Ma-
dagafcar chiefs ?

What places do thefe laft inhabit, and what are
their forces and credit?

What is the nature of their revenues PAYeE
they acquainted with the right of property in land ?

Have we any alliance with the King of the Se-
claves, who is faid to be the moft powerful, and
moft warlike, of all the Madagafcar chiefs ?

Anfwer to ArticiE XIIE

I have the honour to prefent to Meflys. the com-
miffarics, the treatics and mutual engagements be-
tween the illanders and, the French: they form
only three articles ;—1ft. That the Madagaicar na-
tions fhall permit freedom of trade in their coun-

try,
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try, and the erection of habitations wherever the
ground is uncultivated ; they willingly grant lands
to the French. 2dly. That they fhall {fupport the
French fettlement againft all the enterprizes of
their enemies. 3dly. That the French fhall in no
wife interfere in the private interefts of the na-
tives, unlefs they fhall be required to act as me-
diators.

The forces of all the chiefs allied to the eftab.
lithment, may be eftimated at one hundred and
twenty-three thoufand warriors : this number va-
ries according to the abundance of their harvefts.
Their revenues conlift of fugar, tobacco, indigo,
cotton, rice, flaves, and cattle.

‘T'hey are acquainted with the right of property;
and a chief can be difpoflefled no otherwife than
by the courfe of inheritance, or the chance of war.

We have formed an alliance with the chief of
~ the Seclaves ; but the chiefs which are fubordinate
to him, having interfered in the war of Antima-
ron againft the eftablithment, I have declared war
againft him, until he {hall difavow this proceeding,
and render juftice to the eftablithment upon the
chiefs who have taken up arms againft our friends.
The Seclaves, though they are very brave in war,
have never poflefled any fuperiority over the reft
of  the nation. : o ST

A RT 1@ BB XIW

Is there any national militia, or natives of the
country, who have voluntarily fubmitted, as de-
fenders of the fettlement, to the orders of the Ba-
ron de Benyowfky ? What is their number ? How
are’ they collected together? Under “what condi-
tions hive they engaged in our fervice ? Is it prac-
ticable in cafe of need, to”tranfport the free na-
tives ‘of Madagafcar, ‘into India, to be employed
inwar e i ;

; Why
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Why did the Baron de Benyowfky adopt the
project of introducing into the ifland of Madagaf-
car, black flaves, pmchafed at Mozambique on his
Majefty’s account, as he has explained hlmiclf in
his correfpondence with the ifle of France?

Anfwer to ArTicLE XIV.

In the infancy of the eftablithment, I kept a
troop of armed natives in pay, who ferved in fe-
veral excurfions I caufed my officers to make, upon
difcovery and obfervation in the internal parts of
the ifland ; but not having received the orders I
demanded of the minifter to this effeé&, and find-
ing them to become chargeable, as I had no need
of them fince thp commencement of this year, I
have difmiflfed them, and have fubftituted in their
place, black {flaves from Mozam! bique, belonging
to hls Majefty, whofe number though fmall, in
the prefent fituation of the eﬁabl'thent may
be fufficient in cafe of neceflity.

1hc free blacks may likewife be employed in
war ; they may be had to the number of three,
four five, and fix thoufand from each province.
H‘ur difcipline confiits in obedience, w1thout re-
ftriction ; 3 th»* are collected together by fending a
fignal, which thgy know to bf‘ ong to me. Their
arms are mufquets and fagayes. “Their terms of
engaging are, a mufquet for for rty days, and their
provifions. Mr. Lia Bourdonnais and Mr. Laly,
tranfported the free natives of this country to In-
1:1 to ferve in the war ; but as the governors,
inf de of recompenfing th("m rgduccd them to
flavery, I dare not prr)ml[e *hat they will confent
to leave their country, until their confidence in the
French nation {Lm ;e again reftored. The pro-
ject of introducing I‘Iommuquc flaves into Ma-

dagafcar,
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dagafcar, naturally prefented itfelf, on account of
the impoffibility of their running away. As they
are firangers in this country, they are more labo-
rious ; befides which, their afliftance cannot be
difpenfed with in the fugar and indigo works.

|
]

R T LC.L X - &M

Is it with pleafure that the inhabitants of Mada-
gafcar fee us eftablithed among them? Would co-
Tonifts from the ifle of France, or Bourbon, if
tranfported by Government to this ifland, be in
any danger of being difturbed by the natives ; or,
on the contrary, would they be{o far fatisfied asto
profit by our arts, and induftry ? ;

Anfwer to ArTicLE XV.

Meffrs. the commiffaries will have an opportu-
nity of afcertaining, in the affembly of the chiefs,
whether the natives of Madagafcar look with plea-
fare upon the French, who are eftablithed among
them. French colonifts tranfported hither, to form
an European fettlement, would be in perfe&t fafety,
throughout the whole extent of the ifland, provi-
ded the colonial government made no attempts
upon the liberty of the nation. The natives of
Madagafcar defire their prefence, and their induf-
try would increafe by emulation. It is only by ex-
ample that we can fucceed in bringing the Mada-
gafcar people to fubmit to our regular form of go-
vernment, and become civilized.

KRR LSl

What is the charaéter of the people who live in
the country round about the bay of Antongil?
Are
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Are they furrounded by nations, or numerous
people, who are powerful rivals, enemies, or
friends ?

Are they fedentary; cultivators of theland;
warriors? Have they any trade? With whom,
and inwhat confifts this commerce? Is the coun-
try wooded? To what ufes can this wood be ap-
plied? What are the produttions of the land;
whether fpontdneous, or by cultivation? Would
corn thrive at the bay of Antongil ?

Anfwer to ARTICLE X VI.

The charaéter of the natives of Madagafcar is
the fame throughout the ifland: curious, facile,
fuperficial, {uperftitious, ambitious, revengeful,
voluptuous, hofpitable, compaflionate, credulous,
prodigal ; one day fedentary, the next induftrious
cultivators of the land, and the next warriors.
Their principal commerce is with us; but their
interior trade confifts of exchange of flaves for
cattle or rice. The country is well wooded, and
the wood may be applied to every imaginable ufe.
The produétions of the country are rice, {fugar
canes, indigo, tobacco, benzoan, incenfe, wax,
horey, cotton, filk, wood, various pulfe and fruit,
and a large quantity of horned cattle. From my
own trials, T am affured, that bread corn, barley,
and oats, profper at the bay of Antongil.

BIRAPY CE B AN

Do the people of Madagafcar live in {fociety ?
Have they a form of government ; or are they go-
verned by ufage, or tollow the fimple notions of
the law of nature? Have they any religion, or at
leaft 2 notion of a God? Do they adore him? Are
they difpofed to fubmit to the French government,

to
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to adopt our police, our ufages, and our religion?
Are they induftrious, diligent, and laborigus?
Have they any arts and manufactures? Are they
curious with regard to the productions of ours?
What produtions or merchandize are moft accep-
table to them? Are they imitators? Would it be
eafy to infpire them with a tafte for infiruétion of
every kind ? :

Anfwer o A R T 1C L E XVII.
¢
The Madagafcar people live in fociety, and hav*
a form of government, which is Ariftocratical

their Jaws are traditional ; and they have a reli-
gion, and adore one God.

" Their difpofitions, by inclination, attach them
to the French ; but they are too jealous of their
liberty, ever to fubmit with willingnefs to a fo-
reign government. They adopt our ufages and
police; but I cannot venture tq affirm any thing
refpecting a change of religion. The fatisfaction
of poflefiing 2 plurality of wives, isa charm which
is too ftrong for them to think of adopting our
religion : the women feem defirous of embracing
it; perhaps for the contrary reafon, of haying
each an hufband to herfelf. They are induftrious,
docile, and good workmen in metals and wood,
fuch as goldlfmiths, black{miths, armourers, and
carpenters, Their manufactures confift in cover:
ings, or cloths, for the waift, which are made out
of the fibres * of the fugar cane, upon the eaftern
coaft, and of filk and cotton, upon the weft coafl;
they are, befides, very defirous of our productions,
cloths, brandy, gun-powder, mufquets, razors,
hatchets, filver toys, mirrors, knives, and pewter

* So Iuanflate Pagnes de Taffia; perhaps improperly. I.

¢ utenfils,




e, 4

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 30

’
L
e

atenfils. They are very fond of Galloon lace;
are imitators, and dlipofed to learn trades.

BT C LU A VI

Do the natives of Madagafcar come willingly to
fettle near us? What is their manner of trading,
and the articles exchanged between us and them 4

Do the commodities annually imported by the
Arabians, on the weft part of the ifland, become
difperfed over the whole ifland, and as far as the
bay of Antongil? What are thefe? Would 1t be
eafy: for us to extend communications throughout
the whole ifland ; and by what means? How and
in what manner have the fubje&ts of his Majelty,
who formerly traded to this ifland, been informed
of ‘his intention, that fuch trades fhould be pro-
hibited in thofe parts where the Baror d: Beny-
owfky fettled? Has any ordonnance bcen promul-
gated at the ifle of France'to this effect ? What
private veflels have been confifcated by the Baron
dé Benyowfky to his Majefty’s ufe; and what is the
amount of their cargoes?

Anfwer. to HIRATHEEC P F - X VL

The Madagafcar people eftablifh their dwellings
by preference, near thofe of the white men. . The
articles of exchange in this trade, confilt of picce
goods, brandy, and other merch;}ndizes, .menuoncd
in the preceding article; they fubnifh rice, .cattlg,
and flaves : they are likewife glad to receive pi-
aftres. - ‘The Arabiahs carry on a confiderable trade
with them ; but they only receive in exchange for
their merchandize, benzoin, incenfe,a finall quan-
tity of amber, alarge quantity of tortoifefhell’ and
rice: they" bring wailt-cloths fror{l Sur.a.t,»ﬁ ver
bracelets, - gold car-rings, goldand filver 1n plates

”fj
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and hatchets, very ill made. The principal trade
of the Arabians is with the nation of the Seclaves.

According to the plan of the fecond principle
which I have laid down, the communications from
eaft to weft may be extended over the whole ifland :
this-may be done with moderate forces, but the
confidence of the chiefs: muft be fecured, in order
that they may furnith workmen and labourers.

The chiefs of the government. of. the ifle of
France have informed the public of the interdi&-
ion of trade, and have promulgated this order
upon the ifland: There have been no private vek
fels confifcated fince. my. arrival on. this.-ifland;
feveral have been arrefted, carrying on prohibited
trade, but I releafed them, upon. being aflured
that.the owners: and captains knew. nothing of the
prohibition. Such were the veflels La Flore and
Le Courgur.

AR TILCLE XX,

What is the moft fimple, the moft certain, and
the moft advantageous method of trading with
Madagafcar for rice, cattle, and flaves, which we
are in the habit of obtaining: from thence? Are
flaves plentiful in the country near the bay of An.
tongil, and upon the -eaftern coaft? Would it.be
eafy to trade:in, the interior'part of the ifland?
But_if Government fhould think proper to eftab.
lifh a colony at: Madagafcar, wonld it not be more
advantageous to forbear, trading in {laves at all ?

dnfuwer- 1. A R.T.IC L E XIX.

The moft fimple, certain, and advantageous mes
thod of carrying on the trade of; rice, cattle, and
flaves, which are ufually obtained from Madagaf-
car, is to purchafe thefe articles with ready money (i

an




T B

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 303

and to open fales, at the ftore-houfes of the eftab-

lithed pofts, for articles of merchandize, to be paid

for in ready money ; fuch, for example, as piece

goods, mufquets, gunpowder, brandy. In this

way the money would return by circulation, which
would be fufficient for the purpofes of trade, by

means of a moderate annual fupply, even for the

carrying on very confiderable commerce. The

:nhabitants of the bay of Antongil, being all hui-

bandmen, never fell flaves; but, on the contrary,

they make purchafes of them every year. The

whole of the eaft coaft affords a very {fmall number

of flaves : they are brought from the interior parts

of the ifland, from Ovou Antiafnak: The popu-

Jation of Madagafcar is very moderate, in propor-

tion to its extent; and in cafe Government thould
propofe to export more than two. thoufand blacks

annually, the country would {oon be depopulated,

if the fupply were not kept up by the importation

of Mozambique {laves, who, under the difcipline of

the European colonifts, would form a particular

militia, and by uniting with- the . Madagaicar -wo-

men. would. produce a peculiar race, very:proper

for the formation of new eftablithments., It would:
doubtlefs, be neceflary to, prohibit - the trade- of

Madagafcar flaves.

ARTICLE XX

What may be nearly the total amount of the.
population of Madagafcar, at prefent? Is the in-
terior part.of  the iftand :inhabited? Do all thefe
people fpeak the fame language:?

A?g/:werz‘odRT[CLE XX.

_ The total of the population of Madagafcar, in:
its. prefent ftate, does not exceed two million five:
hundred
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hundred thoufand males. The interior part of the
ifland is inhabited, and very populous. All the
people of Madagafcar fpeak very nearly the fame
.language. ° :

A R:T1IG L Eo XX

. What obfervations has the Baron de Benyowiky
made upon that which is called the north part of
Madagafcar? Is it .equally populons, abounding
with cattle, and fertile as the fouthernpart? For
what reafon did the Baron de Benyowfky prefer ex-
tending his fettlement into the north, rather than
towards the fouth part of the ifland, which, ac-
cording to the received opinion, offers more re.
{ources for trade, and is likewife better peopled,

and more abounding with rice, cattle, and flaves?

Anfiier ‘to i i R T 1 €I Ew XKL

The obfervations which I have made upon the
north part of the ifland of Madagafcar, are, that
it abounds-in cattle, timber, and rice, and has
{everal harbours very well fituated for trading
with the coafts of Africa, Surat, Mafcat, Baf-
fora, Toka, and the Arabian iflands. The nor-
thern coaft is more fertile than that to the fouth-
ward, and abounds with a greater quantity of
cattle: '

- The reafons upon which I extended my fettle-
ments into the north part of theifland, are found-
ed upon the aflurance, that I fhould trade with
people lefs prejudiced againft the French. 1 have
always confidered it to be the intention of the mi-
nifter, in fending me to form an eftablithment, that
I4hould civilize the Madagafcar nation, and form
alliances with them, by virtue of which the French

) would
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would enjoy the advantages of commerce, and
afliftance in favour of their fettlements in India, in
cafe of war; and I have directed my operations
accordingly. I cannot, even at this time, think
that the intention of his Majelty and his minifter
was fuch, as could lead them to expect me to actin
any other manner. I have done my duty; and [
can venture, on this occafion, gentlemen, to af-
fure you, that my proceedings have been fuch, as
would have been adopted and purfued by any other
perfon who was jealous of the reputation of his
Sovereign, under whom he ferved, and of the
nation, whofe arms he had the honour to bear.

A R'TTOLE XX

What in general are the produdtions of this
immenfe ifland; and what are the {peculations of
trade, and the objects of importation, which might
reafonably be attended to without excefs, and with
that prudence and wifdom which are neceflary
to preparc and determine the fate of every en-
terprize !

Anfwer to A R T 1C L E XXIL

As a military man, I have confidered, that the
ifland of Madagafcar, civilized and attached to
the interefts of France, might have been advan-
tageoufly recurred to in the conftruttion of vef-
fels, and to fupply the other colonies with pro-
vifions ; that its population being at length aug-
mented, it might become 2 fource of fupplies for
war ; which, being in the neighbourhood of India,
and the moft extenfive pofieflions of the Englifh
and other nations, would ferve to keep them in
refpe&t. - The iflanders are accuftomed to naviga-

Vor. IL X tion;
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tion ; might be employed on board merchant vef-
fels ; and when, by different voyages, they had
become capable of ferving as mariners, in the na-
vigation to and from India, and in the Indian feas,
they would afford certain and neceflary means for
the prefervation of the Europeans.

Nith regard to the prefent trade, it confifts of
rice, {laves, and cattle, wood in planks, with ben-
zoin ; thefe may now be exported. If in future
the Furopeans or Malabar colonifts, tranfported
into the iftand, fhould exert themfelves to profit
by the riches which nature prefents, feveral other
branches of trade would be opened, fuch as fu-
gar, indigo, tobacco, cotton, filke, wax, &c. The
truth concerning Madagafcar, is, that the com-
merce is real, and {ubfifts already ; nothing more
being wanted but the means of fecuring its extent.
The merchant affirms, that his Majefty need only
abandon the trade to individuals, and that emu-
Jation and exportation will increafe the culture of
the land, and encourage the natives of the coun-
try; fo that by this means only, {ubfiftence and
riches will be fecured. He thinks himfelf in the
right, tut confiders himfelf only, becaufe he is
interefted in the duration of his perfonal trade,
which may laft a certain number of years, and he
cares for nothing further. Speculating reafoners
will fay, that it isbeft to proceed gently; then the
moft difficult enterprizes may be accomplithed by
mildnefs ; that, by forming fmall eftablifhments,
under favour of the treaties of the merchants and
others, we may fucceed in gaining entirely the
confidence of the natives; and that by this means
the finall colony will be augmented, and will at
length become numerous, and as large as may be
wifhed, without fatiguing the ftate by expences,
or by any perceptible lofs of men. Thefe reafon-
ers likewife fuppofe themfelves to bein the right.

The
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The firft, and the fecond of thefe projects, muft
be eftablithed upon toleration, the event of which
is always unfortunate. [ therefore leave it to you,
gentlemen commiflaries, to decide what part ought
to be taken, in thefe c1rcumﬁances, by a chief to
whom an enterprize of this nature wasentrufted,
and who is {ent to form an eftablithment in the moft
convenient manner.

AR TTCLE XXH

Have any mines of iron, copper, or other me-
tals been found at the bay of Antongil, or its en-
virons? What are the interefting vegetables, or
medicinal plants, which may be ufeful for our
iflands of France and Bourbon ?

Does the country afford wood proper for thip-
building, or to be ufed in dying?

What are the roots and oils of the country?
What means are there of eftablithing to advan-
tage, upon the coaft, the fithery of whales, whlch
are abundant in the nelghbourmg feas?

Anfwer to ArTicLe XXIIL

Ores of iron and copper are found, at the bay of
Antongil ; gold duft at the head of Angonaw fil-
ver at Angontzi; cryftal at Mananhar. But with
refpect to vegetables, 1 cannot venture to make
any aflertion, on account of my totwl ignorance of
botany

The country affords wood, Vcry proper for
building fhips, or for mafts of veflels: dying
woods likewife grow here ; the blacks ufe them to
dye yellow, blue, black, red, gyeen, &c. As?to
refins, they have arant, detamaca and. vohinata.
The blacks make oil from the whale and-the ma-
nata, or fea cow. The whale fithery will be al-

X 2 ways
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ways difadvantageous on the coaft, unlefs a fettle-
ment be formed at St. Mary, fufficiently provided
with veflels and men deftined to this employ ; but
I confider a fettlement at that place as impofiible.

ARTICLE XXV

Where are the remarks and obfervations of the
Baron de Benyowiky upon the navigation of the
bay of Antongil! Do the fouth winds prevail
here, as at theifle of France? Are they contrary
to the paffing of veflels out of the bay of Antongil?
What time do veflels ufually require to pafs from
this bay to fort Dauphin, on the fouthern part of
the ifland ?

Has the Baron fent perfons by fea to examine the
northern part of the ifland of Madagafcar ?

Has any fafe harbour been difcovered ?

What are the navigable rivers of the ifland, and
their fituation ?

Is the country fubjeét to hurricanes or tempefts ?

Anfwer to ArticLe XXIV.

The winds from fouth-eaft to fouth-weft prevail
from the month of March to the 15thof Sept. and
fometimes to the end of the month ; after which
the winds from north-eaft, north-north-weft and
weft prevail; but in the bay there is ufually a land
fea breeze, during the courfe of the twenty-four
hours : the fea breeze begins to blow at eight, nine,
or ten in the morning, and ceafes at fix, fcven, or
eight in the evening; and at eleven at night
the land breeze ufually fprings up, by favour
of which veffels can almoft always go out of the
bay ? obferving that, on the firft day after weigh-
ing, the iflands of Bats may be dou where
they may anchor at the fetting in of the fea

-

reRTe
DTegZe s

or |




COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 309

orif the pilot is fure of his veflel, he may turn to
windward in the bay. In the evening they may
again fet fail, and may get out the next day, ata
certainty. By the obfervation 1 have made, in
twenty-two voyages, of veflels which have failed
out of the bay, none of them required more than
four or five days for that purpofe, except the Grand
Bourbon, which was three months in getting out,
though feveral veffels failed from hence while the
commander amufed himfelf in failing from one fide
of the harbour to the other. Iam ignorant whe-
ther tiss was the fault of the veflel, or of the cap-
tain ; or whether it wasin confequence of certain
orders which Mr. Maillart gave him, to execute
none of my commiffions.

In order to fail to fort Dauphin, it is neceflary
to take advantage of the winds which blow be-
tween September and May. The ufual paffage, af-
ter quitting the bay, is four days. In the contrary
feafon, it takes fometimes twenty-two, or twenty-
five days, but no more than fix or feven days to
return.

1 have fent people to explore the ifland, both to
the fouthward and northward. Two harbours were
difcovered to the northward, the one at Angont-
zi, and the other at Voemar. To the fouthward
there is only the anchoring place at Foul Point,
and the road of Tamatava. The moft confidera-
ble river in the north part of the ifland, is that of
Tingballe, upon which the chief fettlement is ef-
tablithed. It is navigable for fmall boats, and the
boats of the country. Voemar, and Louque to
the northward, are likewife navigable for the vef-
fels of the country, This ifland is exempt from
hurricanes.

ARTICLE
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ARLEGC L E XXV,

Laftly, what are the refle¢tions of M. the Baron
de Benyowiky upon the pernicious influence of
the air, during the winter, more efpecially at the
bay of Antongil, and upon the coaft? We pray
that he will give us a memoir at large, upon this
very eflential point, which deferves the utmoft
confideration, on account of its tendency to pre-
ferve the lives of his Majeity’s fubjects.

The experience he has acquired, and the confi-
derable number of men he has Joft at this place,
during the three years following the eftablifhment
of the fettlement, muft have fixed his ideas as well
with regard to the precaution neceflary to be taken,
and the means of preferving them. :

Do the people who are found on the fea coafts
during the healthy feafon, take refuge in the inte-
rior part of the ifland during the unhealthy fea-
fon, to avoid the pernicious influence of the air?
When they remain on the fea coafts during the un-
healthy feafon, do they experience the fame difor-
ders as the Europeans? It is in confequence of
thefe confiderations, which are of the greateft im-
portance to the fuccefs of the views that may be
entertained by Government, that we demand of
M. the Baron de Benyowiky, what inconveniences
would-arife from the formation of a folid eftablifh-
ment, during the whole year, upon the peninfula
of Tamatava ;—the country is wholefome, fituated
in the centre of the eaftern coaft, where the great-
eft abundance of rice, cattle, and flaves, may be
furnifthed from all parts ;—in this cafe, would it
not be fufficient to fend, during the heaithy fea-
fon, managers of the trade to Poul] Point, to the

bay
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bay of Antongil, and principally to fort Dauphin,
and to give the preference to ‘Tamatava, as a place
for the chicf fettlement ?

Moreover, whatever placc may appear to the
Baron de Benyowfky as deferving the preference
to form the eftablifhment of a colony, admitting it
to be healthy initfelf, and during the whole year,
we demand to be informed, what *would be the
forces, the means, and the expences 0 be made by
Government, during the ten firft years, and what
would be the advantages which the nation would
afterwards derive from thence.

We will carry this queftion and reafoning fhil
further. If the minifter and chiefs of the adminif-
tration of theiile of France, had acceded to all the
demands which the Baron de Benyow{ky has made,
{ince his arrival in Madagafcar, whether of men or
money, or articles of trade, or any other fupplies
whatever ; what advantages would the nation have
derived from thence? It has already made efforts,
which, for the firft four years, 1773, 1774 17755
and 1776, may amount to more than one million
five hundred thoufand livres; we demand and re-
queft that he will demonfirate to us, what ufeful
purpofe has been anfwered by the employment of
theic firft advances, or what {uccefs in future may
be hoped for from the difburfement of fuch a con-
fiderable fum ?

We are well convinced, that no perfon can bet-
ter fill a charge of {o delicate a nature than the Ba-
ron de Benyowiky ; in the performance of which,
it is neceflary that all the qualities which he poflefies
{hould be united, in order £0 difcharge the duties,
and fupport the fettlement, in the manper he has
hitherto done. But the experience of the pait,
cannot but have enlightened his knowledge; and ad-

ded
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ded to the force of his mind: it is from the one
and the other of thefe, that we expect that difplay
of true information, which muft fix the views of
Government, the minifter, and his Majefty.

At the bay of Antongil, at the ifland of Ma.
dagafcar, September 20, 1776.

Anfwer to ArticLE XXV,

Having addrefled to the minifter, conformably
to his orders, an extra& of my reflettions upon
the diforders of this country, 1 have now the ho-
nour to prefent a copy (annexed) of the fame to

ou.

The natives of the ifland ufually pafs the un-
healthy feafon in the interior part of the ifland.
"The people of the interior parts, when they arrive
at the fea coaft, are attacked by fevers, as well as
the Europeans, but they are exempt from them at
a diftance from the coaft. The eftablithment form-
ed and concentrated according to my principles,
would fuffer the following inconveniences :

The road of Tamatava being dangerous for thip.
ping, does not offer them the neceflary fhelter, and
they would always run great rifks, becaufe the na-
tives of thefe countries, being furrounded by ene.
mies, would foon engage the fettlement in their
quarrels. For the eftablithment being prefent, and
interefted in the pofleflion of the neighbouring ter-
ritories, could not remain neutral ; and its decla-
ration in favour of the other fide, would engage
the eftablifhment in a war, which could not fail
of alienating the minds of their neighbours. Hiavi,
firft chief of Foul Point, feeing the preference
given to Tamatava, would be one of the firft to
excite continual diforders, which would interrupt

cultivation,
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cultivation, and reduce the fettlement to the want
of neceflaries, The Betalimenes, 2 numerous peo-
ple at their eafe, and enemies to all the other nati-
ons of thefe countries, who are the richeft in flocks
of cattle, would no longer dare to approach Ta.
matava, for fear either of Fariavas, or Hiavi. Laft-
ly, the communication with the other pofts would
be very difficult, theroad being overflowed at eve-
ry new and full moon, by a high fea, and hurri.
canes, for near fix days. Veflels at anchor, which
would often be obliged to put out to fea, and
would be driven by the current, could not regain
the road, in fome cafes, in lefs than fifteen days.
This circamftance, together with the difficulty of
quitting the road, which is always dangerous, ren-
ders it abfolutelyimpoffible to fix the eftablifhmentof
the chief fettlement at Tamatava. The beft that can
be done, is to eftablith a faétory, dependant on
Foul Point : it would be of advantage, onaccount
of the confluence of the natives, accuftomed to the
commerce of flaves, cattle and rice. The falubrity
of Tamatava, compared with that of Foul Point,
makes no great difference ; befides, the commif-
fioners having judged on the one fide refpecting
Tamatava, by themfelves, and on the other, by
confidering my reflections on thefe fubjects, may
cafily decide refpecting this affair.

With regard to that paragraph of the prefent ar-
ticle, which begins with the words, * Moreover,
“ whatever place may appear to the Baron de Be-
« nyowfky as deferving the preference,” &c, in
which the commiflaries propofe the queftion, What
would be the forces and. expences to be furnifhed
by Government, during the firft ten years; and
afterwards, what would be the advantages which
the nation would derive from thence—I have the
honour to reprefent, that, in order to enable me
to anfwer this queftion, it is neceflary thatI thould
have been previoufly apprized of the final decifion

of




314 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

of his Majefty, refpeding the eftablifament at Ma-
dagafcar. If the intention of his Majefty be, that
the entire dominion of this ifland fhall be the fruits
of an eftablifhment ; or if the views of a general
trade thould interfere with the plan of the eftablifh-
ment, which by its nature will transform itfelf into
a colony : or, laftly, if the merc {ubfiftence of the
ifles of France and Bourbon, is to be the profit—
Upon the firft plan I cannot hazard an opinion ;
for former examples are fufficient to overthrow
every violent enterprize upon the Madagafcar na-
tion. Befides which, the treaties and alliances I
have formed with this nation, by order of his Ma-
jefty, forbids me from infringing them. I fhall
therefore proceed to the fecond.

To carry it into execution, as far as my know-
ledge extends, the following is my anfwer. If his
Majefty, after fupplying fix hundred men, fupport-
ed by a recruit of two hundred men at the end of
each of the two following years, with permiffion
to chufe hufbandmen in the troop, and allowing
them to marry with the women of the country,
without any reftraint on account of religion ; and
permitting me to import, annually, two hundred
foundlings, of the age of twelve or fourteen years,
and likewife Malabar and Chinefe families from
India; in this cafe, I fay, Madagafcar would at the
end of three years form a colony, which, thus con-
nected with the whole ifland of Madagafcar, would
begin to have fome value. The expence would not
ceed one million per year, except the additional ex-
expence of two veflels, one of fix hundred, and the
other of two hundred tons, fitted out by his Ma-
jefty, in order that the charge might not fall upon
the colony; and alfo of fix galliots, for the ne-
ceffary communication of the poflts and tranf-

ports. i
" This,
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This, then, is the plan of the forces, means, and
expences to be made during three years, at the end
of which the colony of Madagafcar would fupport
itfelf, and increafe by the product of its principal,
or united capital of three millions, until the tenth

ear, at which period it would be found to be a
well eftablithed colony, fufficiently ftrong to be in
no fear of a fudden revolution, and in a f{ituation
to reimburfe, by the product of its commerce, the
advances which might have been made.

To the paragraph which begins with the words,
« We will carry this queftion and reafoning ftill
« further,” &c. I have the honour to reply, that
if his Majefty had granted me the fupplies which 1
demanded, and the ifle of France had anfwered
my requefts, Madagafcar*—-the cultivation would
have been increafed, and the different departments
of commerce explored, with national advanta-
ges. Laftly, theglory of his Majefty, in civilizing
a whole nation, would have indemnified the facri-
fice: and this nation, reckoned among the number
of hisallies, would have increafed the force of his
power.

Meflrs. the commiffaries, in confequence of in-
formation furnifhed at the ifle of France, have va-
lued the fum expended during the four firft years,
1773, 1774, 1775, and 1776, at one million five
hundred thoufand livres. I muft entreat them to
be pleafed to determine the true expences, by in-
{pecting the balance of my account, and make 2
juft comparifon of the reprefentation drawn up at
the ifle of France, by feleéting the fums which were
really employed for the formation of the eftablifh-
ment, and by feparating them from thofe which are

* Here is a blank of one line and a half in the manufcript,
which the Count had not filled up.

either
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either pretended, or exaggerated. Befides this, as
1 have had the honour to prefent the receipts to the
commiffaries, by a former article, I think it unne-
ceffary to repeat the ftate of the accounts.

Lafily, tothew the utility refulting from the ap-
plication of the firft advances, or what may be the
fupplies to be hoped for in future, I have the ho-
nour to reprefent to the commiflaries, that having
always directed my obfervations to the formation
of the fettlement, 1 have rendered it fubordinate
to the plan of fecuring the confidence of the natives
of the country ; and that commerce never entered
into my views, but as an acceffary, becaufe I con-
fidered the national riches to arife from the pro-
dué of the cultivation of a territory, the property
of which I fhall fecure to Government; that the
works which I have executed, to render the fpot
which I have chofen healthful, were indifpenfably
neceflary, as well as the communication and eftab-
Tithment of the different roads, and enquiries con-
cerning thie interior part of the country, to direct
the fubfequent operations ; and moreover, that as
all thefe parts of my operations tend only to the
fame fixed purpofe, which forms the bafis of the
whole, I admit that the greateft part of thefe ex-
pences will be pure lofs, if the minifter thinks pro-
per to fupport the plan of conquering Madagafcar ;
for the only confequence whichwill refult from fuch
an undertaking, will confift in the lofs of men and
money, ufelelsly thrown away.

For my own perfonal juftification, and in order
that I may have nothing to reproach myfelf with,
1 once more repeat my prefling requeft to the com-
miffaries, that they will be pleafed to read the in-
fiructions of the minifter refpe@ing my miflion,
and then I hope they will be convinced, that I have
done nothing but what my duty and my zeal re-

quired me to do.
After
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After having replied at length to the commifia-
ries’ queftions, propofed to me by order of his Mz-
jefty, Itake the liberty to reprefent to them, that
in the prefent fituation of the cftablithment, and
in cafe his Majefty fhall have deferred his final de-
cifion refpedting the eftablifament, until  the ac-
counts come forward to him, no other means will
remain in my power, than to fecure the chief place,
and its dependencies, by a fuitable provifion for
the fubfiftence of the troops, which will be necei-
fary, uantil the receipt of his Majefty’s orders, and
to {fufpend all the works whatever, which may oc-
cafion expence ; andin this pofition to wait for the
period which may determine the fate of the eftab-
lithment at the bay of Antongil.

At the ifland of Madagafcar, Sept. 22, 1776.

OBSERVATIONS
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OBSERVATIONS vron THE DISORDERS

OF THE

ISLAND or MADAGASCAR.

PON my arrival on this ifland, by his ma-

jefty’s orders, to form a fettlement, the fuc-
cefs of which muft naturally depend on the prefer-
vation of the people, I immediately applied my
attention to acquire a perfect knowledge of the
diforders of the country, which had been defcribed
to me as very dreadful. But after all the enquiries
1 have made of furgeons, who frequented the ifland
of Madagafcar, I find myfelf difappointed in my
expeQations. Out of fixteen, whom I have con-
fulted, there were not two who agreed refpecting
the caufe of the diforder, or the treatment of pa-
tients. The objeét of their voyages having been
always that of trade, they embarraffed themfelves
very little with this important affair, to which they
ought to have paid the moft {ferious attention. The
informations which, on the other hand, I have re-
ceived from the natives of the country, have not

led me to any difcovery concerning the nature of .

the diforder; though 1 think myfelf indebted to
their method of treatment, which preferved my
life, and that of my family.

Time
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Time and experience therefore, alone, could
give fome information, which I have committed
to writing, with the hope that my difcoveries and
obfervations might engage Government to caufe
them to be difcufled, followed, and authorized,
if they fhould be thought worthy of attention.

Here follow the OBSERVATIONS.

Every European, upon his arrival at Madagaf-
car, who has not refided in hot climates, will be
{eized by the fevers of the country. The attack
is more or lefs violent, according to the conftitu-
tion of the individual, and they are retarded more
or lefs, as well as attended with greater or lefs
danger, according to the drynefs or moifture of
the place of fettlement. This obfervation is
grounded on,

1ft. That out of three hundred and fixty-feven
men, who came to Madagafcar under my com-
mand, no more than fifty efcaped the fevers of the
country ; and thefe men had been long inured to
hot climates, by a confiderable time of refidence
at Bengal.

2dly.  There was no perfon of a full habit who
did not experience burning fevers, followed by
ravings, from which moft of thofe who were of a
ftrong conftitution were exempt.

3dly. The fevers, after our arrival in 1743 and
1774, made confiderable ravages. 'The men who
had newly landed at Louifbourg, which was in the
midft of a marfh, fcarcely held up fix months
before they were attacked, and in general fatally.
In the year 1775, after the greatelt part of the
marfhes had been drained, the new-comers with-
ftood the adion of the climate for feventeen
months, and were then attacked with lefs force.
In this fituation the fick did not fuffer thofe dread-
ful ravings, followed by convulfions, and the
mortality became eflentially lefs numerous. The

following
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following year, 1776, was even more favourable ;
the fevers were of the ufual appearance, and with.
out any dangerous {ymptoms : I can venture to
place them altually in the number of thofe which
all hot and moift climates occafion.

The ufual method of treatment adopted by the
furgeons, in the fever, at Madagafcar, is the fol-
lowing :

‘As foon as the firft violence of the attack is over,
they give a dofe of emetic (tartar) ; the following
day they give ipecacuanha, and afterwards quin-
quina and ptifan, until the fifth crifis. The patient
at this period ufually was in 2 lethargic drowfinefs,
and continual delirium, which gave way with
difficulty to the application of blifters. Experience
has unfortunately fhewn that this treatment car-
ried two-thirds of the patients to their grave. It
was happy for thofe whofe conftitutions were
firong enough to withftand this treatment for
cight days, becaufe the furgeons, at that period,
gave them up to the courfe of nature, which very
often produced better effets.

My own private obfervations are thefe:

When the Europeans firft land at Madagafcar,
they have 2 ftrong appetite, and devour both ani
mal and vegetable food indifcriminately, at the
fame time that their drink is nothing but lemonade.
They are, befides, expofed to great heat, and
breathe a moift air, occafioned by the exhalations
of the marfhes, and the mifts or fogs, which arife
from the rivers and woods. In this fituation theK
are fubject to continual {weats, which at lengt
weakens the radical moifture, which is fo neceflary
to digeftion. Hence arife thofe indigeftions, which
are fo common in this climate, and produce co-
vulfions on the flighteft fupprefiion of tranfpiration,
awhich at length being diflipated in vapours, pro-
duce the moft violent head-aches, moft commonly

attended
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attended with a.dreadful delirium. - The appetite

is then loft, and gives place to a continual difpofi-
tion to vomit, attended with a violent fenfation

.of burning in the brain ; the fever fucceeds thefe

{fymptoms, and is more or lefs violent, according
to.the. conftitution,of the individual, or the nature
of the place. As I found, from experience, rthat
the treatment of the furgeons ufually carried the
patients totheir grave, I availed myfelf of another
method, in my own particular cafe, and that of
my family, which was.copied from the method of
treatment adopted by the iflanders; excepting
only that 1 made ufe of theriaca to -excite {weats,
which they bring on by bathing, or by the nfe.of
fimples, .which are produced in-the country. The
method is as follows :

At .the firft .indication of the head-ache, a dofe
of theriaca muft be adminiftered, and the patient
muft be kept warm, in a;room with a fire in it,
in order to re-eftablifh the tranfpiration. ~The pext
day.bleed in the foot, and on the third day purge
with pure manna: afterwards the patient muft
every evening take a dofe of confeétion of hyacinth,
or fome other cordial, and during the continuance
of the diforder no other.nourifhment is to be.given
to the patient but foup and frefheggs. Itisto this
fimple treatment that .1 am indebted for - my own
life, .and for the lives of moft -of thofe who have
had the honour to .ferve. his majefty in. this ¢olony.

Remarks on the means which I apprehend to -be
the moft proper to prevent, and -even to.extir-
pate entirely, the diforders to whish the
Europeans are fubject in this country.

Firft, the ufe of boiled feth mutft be entirely: for-
bidden to all whohave recently arrived ; and their
nourifhment muft be confined to fqup ard roaft

Vor. 1l x meat,
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meat, with rice. It is likewife proper to forbid
them the ufe of lemons, and to fubftitute vinegar
in'their ftead.  Anallowance of fome ftrong liquor
ought to be diftributed morning and evening to
every foldier, or workman, for the three firft years,
in order to preferve them from the bad air occafion-
ed by the vapours of the marfhes, and the fogs
which arife from the rivers and the woods.

Care muft be taken to elevate the houfes in
which they refide, in order that the circulation of
air may be facilitated. Fire-places, likewife, thould
be built in them, to rarify the internal air, par-
ticularly during the night, when it is ufually moift
and cold.

The reft of the marfhes near the fettlements
ought to be drained : this bufinefs is already done
in part, and the reft may foon be finithed, provid-
ed Government fhall think proper to make the
neceflary exertions and expence.

The place where pofts or villages are propofed to
be eftablithed, within the ifland, ought to beat a
diftance from the rice plantations; and the places
cught to be cleared fix months before they are in-
~ habited, that the putyid exhalations, whichI have
obferved to abound upon newly cleared lands, may
have time to diflipate.

Experience has fhewn me, that the time of plant-
ing was the fickly feafon ; and likewife that the
poits eftablithed in the uncleared woods, enjoyed
a wholefome air, and were not attacked with
fevers.

The men ought not to be employed in the works,
until the fun has diffipated the vapours and fogs,
which arife from the marthes; for the heat is lefs

crnicious than the morning exhalations.

The cultivation of red rice, which grows only
in the marfhes, cught to be abolifked throughout
Madagafcar:  The iflanders, in order to procure

: this
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this grain with lefs trouble, make cuts in the month
of December, which convey the water  into the
ground they defign to plant. They keep the
ground under water, untilit has acquired the con-
fiftence of a bog, at which time they turn in a
flock of cattle, to divide the foil by their feet,
after which they fow the rice. It fhoots up in a
very fhort time, and is again covered with water
as foon as it is in the blade ; which water they
leave to evaporate {pontancoufly. In many parts
of the ifland they fave themfelves the trouble of
digging canals, and making banks round the
fields, by entirely damming up the rivers, and
caufing them by that means to overflow their
grounds. This is a very common circumftance
upon the coaft; it is not, therefore, unworthy
of credit, that this method of cultivation may be
enough to poifon a whole country, and that the
falubrity would be reftored by abolithing it. It
may be objected, that, by depriving the inhabi-
ants of this method of cultivation, a great part
of their productions would be taken away; but
thofe who make this objection, know very little of
Madagafcar, becaufe the cultivation of red rice
amounts, - at the utmoft, to no more than one-
fourth of their whole product; and the other
three-fourths of white-rice does not grow in the
marfhes, but upon the high grounds. And could
not this lofs be made up,. by introducing the cul-
tivation of wheat, and the ufe of the plough ?

From my own experience, I am convinced that
corn, barley, and oats, will thrive perfecily well
here, and more efpecially maize.

) i REFLEC-
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‘U'po'N T HE
éPKO}ECT oF A COLONY -ar MADAGASCAR,

IN CASE ANY POWER SHOULD ADOPT

THE SYSTEM OF CIVILILZATION,
FOUNDED ON THE

BAGIS oF 4n ALLIANCE.

An Ejftimate of “the Imporiation of Men, and of the
' Population.

"A 'S the colony of Madagafear may be eftablifh-
“ed in'ten‘years, by mears of “an ‘advance of

three millions of ‘livres ; ‘it will ‘have confumed
near cighteen hundred men during thefe ten years,
“fuppofing that feven hundred and twenty’ militaty
were {ent the firft year ; two hundred men for each
“of the two following years ; one hundred and fifty
“for each of the féven’following years ; ‘and that
during the wholé'ten years, oneyear with-another,
there be imported one hundred and twenty Fu-
ropean hufbandmen, thirty creoles, and fifty na-
tives, either of India, China, or from the coaft of
Malabar. The whole importation will amount to
four thoufand one hundred and feventy men : this
number
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namber will, annually, produce fix hundsed chil-
dren,. the total of which, at the.end of the tenth
year, will amount to fix thoufand creoles, and
three thoufind three hundred and feventy Eu-
ropeans,; a fufficient pumber to fix the epoch of a
celony.

@ -Q M M -E R-G B

Madagafear, in its prefent ftate, can confume
three hundred thoufand pieces of cloth, three
thoufand catks of brandy, at twenty-five veltes,
twenty thoufand mufquets, onc-hundred and fixty
thoufand pounds of gunpowder, fix hundred
thoufand: knives, one hundred thoufand looking
glafles, fifteen thoufand pieces: of handkerchiefs,
five thoufand picces of chintz, patnas, ginghams,
&c. a large quantity of pottery, inftruments, and
tools of copper, iron, and tin; flight cloths of
gold and filver, fine cloths, galloons, gold and
filver laces ; and this trade muft produce to me,
during the firft and fecond year, a yrofit of one
million four hundred and fixty-nine thoufand
pounds, all expences deducted, which in French
money amounts to feven million eight hundred
and {ixty-nine thoufand feven hundred and fifty
livges.

In exchange for thefe merchandizes, the articles
received will be fkins, timber, and dying woods ;
gums, wax, honey, &c. And this trade of barter
will in a thort time increafe, by affording coffee,
indigo, fugar, pepper, and filk; and in the mean
time, the advantage of one hundred per cent. will
be conftantly gained on the cxdmnge of the value
of feven million eight hundred and fixty-nine thou-
fand feven hundred and fifty livres. The property
of thefe firft merchandizes will open branches of
commerce with Mozambique, Mafcat, Baﬂm‘a;

and
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-and Surat ; and thefe laft imports  will be always
valuable in Europe, efpecially the indigo, whichis
of the beft kind and quality. In a word, Mada-
gafcar, with her own produétions, joined to af-
fortments of thofe of Europe, will carry on the
moft advantageous trade to all the parts beyond
the Cape, and, will fupport her conneflion with
Europe by virtue of her own produétions.

REVENUES of the STATE.

The principal fettlement of Madagafcar will re-
ceive, during the firft year, the revenue of the
different provinces, confifting of four thoufand
oxen, one million three hundred thoufand pounds
of rice, two hundred and fifty thoufand madriers
or thick plants, fifteen thoufand planks, and one
hundred and eighty boats of the country; the
whole valued at- four hundred and thirty-eight
thoufand livres.  This tribute will neceflarily
augment, as the peopling and cultivation of the
land fhall increafe ; fo that it may, without any
exaggeration, be fet down at one million three
hundred and fixty thoufand livres for the third
year. '

INCREASE of the CULTIVATION &y the
COLONISTS and EUROPEANS.

This eftablifhment, after the third year, will
have formed one hundred and fifty European ha-
hitations, and the people will fupply fixteen mil-
lion pounds of fugar, five hundred thoufand
pounds of coffee, fix million pounds of tobacco,
five hundred thoufand pounds of cotton, and five
million pounds of grain; one-téenth of which,
pafling into’ the public treafury, will amount "to
three hundred and five thoufandlivrés. From the
third to the tenth year, thefe habitations will in-

creafe,
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creafe, and confequently the product will be more
confiderable, efpecially when jmanufactories of
cotton and filk {thall have been eftablifhed.

Every power allied to Madagafcar will, more-
over, enjoy the fuperior advantage, that, inftead
of exporting fpecie to India, to pals in the courfe
of circulation into the hands of their rivals, they
may purchafe the neceffary merchandize of their
friends and allies, in exchange for the produéts of
their own induitry,

M. I N E.&

The I{land of Madagafcar, abounding with
mines of iron and copper, and having plenty of
wood, offers likewife the advantage of furnifhing
thefe articles for the trade to India, the Perfian
Gulph, and the Red Sea,

MARINE arnd NAVIGATION.

As Madagafcar abounds with the beft kind of
wood for building, and affords refins and hemp
of her own growth, and moreover poflefles the
advantage of excellent harbours, it offers every
convenience for thip building. The iflanders are
very much difpofed to navigation, and are ac-
cuffomed to the fea by their own coalting trade;
they will therefore be of the greateft fervice, after
the firft year, on board trading veflels in the Indian
{zas ; and when become more ikilful, they may be
¢mployed on board the King’s fhips. There is no
one that will not readily perceive the confiderable
advantage of this circumftance, as well in the pre-

i

foyvation of the European failors, asin the facility
of completing the crews of fleets of men of war,
which are often under the neceflity of abandoning
their enterprizes for want of men. The ifland of
Madagafcar will, in a word, afford an afylum for

thipping,
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thipping, will become a place of building and
fitting out, and will be the general magazine for
the fubfiftence of the fleets, and poflefiions of its
proteciors, beyond the Cape of Good Hope.

The STATE o DEFENSIVE WAR.

The extent of the ifland of Madagafcar does not
réquire d mafs of fortifications of the firft order :
the firft pofts may be defended by fimple works,
intended only to cover the inhabitants from an
unexpected landing. An ememy can never land
fo large a number as to drive them out of the
country. Iwilleven take upon me to fay, that,
at the tenth year after the formation of the efta-
blitament, the greateft forces which may be fent,
will be unable to mainfain their footing in any part
of theifland ; and the refult of their enterprizes
will, in the end, be always reduced to confiderable
expences and lofs. '

I will take upon me to affirm, pofitively, that
the ifland of Madagafcar, after the expiration of
the third year, will keep on foot upwards of twen-
ty thoufand fighting men, of infantry, well regu-
lated and difciplined ; and thefe twenty thoufand
men, led on by intelligent officers, will greatly ex-
ceed in force the fmall number of fatigued and
exhaufted Europeans, which might be fent to at-
tack them. The experience I have acquired in this
iland, has convinced me, that the natives of Ma-
dagafcar are as eminent for good principles and
valour, when free, as they are for timidity and
bafenefs when reduced to flavery.

The Madagafcar people are naturally difpofed in
favour of the Europeans, and attach themielves to
us with fincerity. If they are convinced, that by
alliances they can fecure equality of conditions,
and the pofleflion of their property, it will
v -1 ; : (64
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foon be feen that thefe iflanders, confounded
among the new inhabitants, will form but one
eople.

To obviate the objedtion which might be made,
that all the different attempts to form eftablifh-
ments upon this ifland, for the courfe of a cen-
tury paft, have been attended with the moft un-
happy confequences, and that the prefent eftablifh-
ment upon the ifland might run the fame rifk ; ¥
anfwer, that the fettlement will have nothing to
fear, as long as the national chief maintains the
prohibition of the flave trade; and that the Fu-
ropeans, on their arrival, do not themfelves raife
difturbances, but endeavour to preferve the people
from {lavery. - I have examined the conduét of the
French officers, who were formerly entrufted with
the conduét of the different enterprizes upon this
ifland, and I am convinced that their avidity led
them to injuftice and oppreflion, which was the
fource of the misfortunes, that ended in the de-
ftruction of the ancient eftablithments. They were
ufurpers, and tyrants ; who, with a view to in-
creafe their private fortunes, did not blufh to at-
tack the liberty of a people, to whom they ought
to have been bound by the tics of gratitude.

The STATE of OFFENSIVE WAR.

The ifland of Madagafcar will victual the fqua-
drons of the power to whom the fhall be attached ;
will furnith failors, who will ferve better in hot
climates than Europeans ; and will likewife afford
men to be employed in the military fervice, as
light troops. This people being able to fubfift up-
on rice and beef, the natural product of their ifland,
will be lefs expenfive in their fubfiftence ; and be-
ing inured to hot climates, they will be more able
to fupport fatigue in the temperature of India.! :

: "Uhole
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Thofe who have ferved in India, inform us that
the Englith furpafs the French, by the number of
Indians they keep in pay. But will any one pre-
{fume to make a comparifon between thofe feeble
Indians, who have no idea of glory, and the free
people of Madagafcar, led by affection and attach-
ment to fupport the caufe of their allies, who have
become their brothers and friends ?—I can confi-
dently predié, that the decided fuperiority which
any power may acquirein India, will depend upon
its connection with the ifland of Madagafcar.

8PP L E-




SERVE AS A SEQUEL
A T HiE

MEMOIRS concerNINe MADAGASCAR.

The Faith of the Madagafcar Nation.

HE. Madagafcar nation believes in a Supreme
Being,  whom they call Zanhare, which de-
notes Creator of all things. They honour and
revere this Being, but have dedicated no temple to
him, and much lefs have they fubftituted idols.
They make facrifices, by killing oxen and {heep,
and they addrefs all thefe libations to God. It
has been aflerted, that this nation likewife makes
offerings to the Devil; but in this thereis 2 de-
ception, for the piece of the facrificed beaft, which
is ufually thrown into the fire, is not intended in
honour of the Devil, asis ufually pretended. This
cuftom is very ancient, and no one can tell the
true reafon of it. 'With regard to the immortality
of the foul, the Madagafcar people are perfuaded,
that,
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that, after their death, their {pirit will return
again to the region in which Zanhare dwells ; but
they by no means admit that the fpirit of man,
after his death, can fuffer any evil. As to the
diftinction of evil, or good, they are perfuaded
that the good and upright man. fhall be recom-
penfed, in this life, by a good ftate of health, the
conftancy of his friends, the increafe of his for-
turnes, the obedience of his children, and the hap-
pinefs of beholding the profperity of his family:
and they believe that the wicked man’s fate fhall be
the contrary to this. The Madagafcar people,
upon this conviction, when they make oaths, add
benedictions in favour of thofe who keep them,
and curfes againft thofe who break them. In this
manner it is that they appeal to the judgment of
Zanhare, in making agreements ; and it has never
been known, or heard of, that a native of Mada-
gafcar has broken his oath, provided it was made in
the ufual manner, which they fay was prefcribed by
their forefathers,

Diftinction of Kings, and Orders, which form the
Government of the Country.

The Madagafcar people have always acknows
ledged the line of Ramini, as that to which the
rights of Ampanfacabe, or Sovereign, belongs.
They have confidered this line as extiné&, fince the
death of Dian Ramini Larizon, which happened
fixty-fix years ago, and whofe body was buried
upon a mountain, out of which the river Manan-
gourou {prings ; but having acknowledged the heir
of thisline, onthe female fide, they re-eftablifhed
this title in the year 1776. - The right of the Am-
panfacabe confifls, in nominating the Rohandrians
to afliftin the cabars, at which all thofe who are
cited are bound to appear, and the judgment of

the
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the Ampanfacabe, inhis-cabar, is decifive. Ano-
ther prerogative of -the'Ampanfacabe is, ‘that each
Rohandrian istobliged to leave him, by will, a cer-
tainiproportion of his property, which the fuccef-
fors ufually purchafe 'by a {light ‘tribute, or fine.
Thirdly, the Ampanfacabe has a right to exaétifrom
each Rohandrian, one tenth of the produce of his
land, *and-a number of horned cattle.and {laves, in
proportion to the riches of the country poflefied
by each Rohandrian.

The fecond order is compofed of the Rohandri-
ans, or Princes. Since the lofs of the Ampanfa-
cabe, three of thefe Rohandrians have affumed the

‘title of Kings—namely, the Rohandrian of the
‘province of Mahavelou, named Hiavi; of the pro-

vince of Voemar, named Lambouin ;-and the third
at Bombetoki, named Cimanounpou.

The third order confifts of the Voadziri, or lords
of a diftiri&, compofed of feveral villages.

The fourth order confifts of the Lohavohits, or
chiefs of the: villages.

"Phe *fifth order, Ondzatzi, who are freemen,
and compofe the attendants or followers of the Ro-

‘handrians, Voadziri, or Lohavohits.

The.fixth order confifts of {Ombiafles, or learn-
ed men; and this'order forms the warriors, work-
men, phyficians, and diviners: thefe laft “poflefs
no charge.

The feventh order confifts of Ampourias, or {laves.

Having made enquiries from Bombetoki pafiing
to the northward, and as far as Itapere, the refult
proved, that there are thitty-eight ‘Rohandrians
actually reigning, and two hundred-and eighty-
feven Voadziri.  With ‘refpeét”to’ the Lohavohits,
Ondzatzi, and Obiaffes, it was not poflible to ob-
tain any accurate determination of their.pumber.

Thefe orders preferve a regular gradati

e&ing which it would be very difhicult
detailed account. They live in the manner
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read of concerning the ancient patriarchs. Every
father of a family is prieft and judge in his own
houfe, though he depends upon the Lohavohits,
who fuperintend his condu&. This laft is anfwer-
able to his Voadziri, and the Voadziri to the Ro-
handrian.

The Conwvenicerices af Life, and the State of the

Weatbher.

The natives of Madagafcar fubfift on their flocks
of-oxen, fheep, and goats, which they maintain,
together with poultry, of which they keep a vaft
quantity, Their houfes are conftructed of wood,
but are very convenient, and wonderfully neat
within-fide. ~ Their villages are furrounded with
pallifades and ditches, and the habitations of the
Rohandrians are well fortified and defended by
cannen. They have * and flaves ;
they cultivate the earth with induftry, and it af-
fords rice, millet, maize, and pulfe, in large quan-
tities : the foil likewife produces fugar, tobacco,
indigo, coffee, and pepper; and the land is not
fold, but given away. ~FEre&ions of buildings coft
nothing more than the trouble of fetching the
wood. The people of Madagafcar have no reafon
to fear wild beafts, or venomous creatures, as there
are none upon the ifland. Cold weather, froft,
and Inow, are unknown to them; and the hot
weather is les troublefome here, than upon the
iflands which lie in the torrid zone, becaufe the
nights are cool, and the heat of the day lafts only
from nine to three, during which time the fea

* Black in the Manufcript.

breeze
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breeze prevails, and cools the air to fuch a degree,
that it is feldom inconvenient. This heat lafts onl/
four months, and during the reft of the year, one
continued fp.mw prevails.

The Madagafmr people, having no communica-
tion with the main land of Zthiopia, have not
altered their primitive laws; and the language
throughout the whole extent of the iffand is the
fame. It would be a rath attempt to determine the
origin of this nation ; it is certain that it confifts
of three diftin@ races, who have for ages paft form-
ed mtkrml)\tmes, which vary to mumty The firft

race is that of Zafe Ibrahim, or defcendants of

Abraham ; but they have no veftige of Judaifin,
except circumcifion, and fome names, fuch as Ifaac,
Reuben, Jacob, &c. This race is of a brown co-
lour. The fecond race is that of Zaferamini: with
refpet to this, fome books, which are ftill extant
among the Ombiafles, affirm, that it is not more
than {ix centuries fince their arrival at Madagafcar ;
and as it is the only one concerning which | have
met with any accounts, I fhall proceed to give a
fhort extract h‘om that of the natives. With ref-
pect to the third race of Zafe Cmnmh()a, it is of
Arabian extra&tion o and arrived much “more lately
than the others, from the coafts of ]I*rmopm.
hence it -pofiefles nc:ther power nor credit, and
fills only the charges of writers, hiftorians, poets,
&ec. &c.

The Origin of Zaferamini. Tranflated from the book
Fafpiri.

Rahimini, father of Imina, the mother of Ma-
homet, had two fons, the elder of whom was
nan 1cd Ramini, and was a great prophet. He went
to feek Mahomet, at Mecca, and M rvhomet was afto-
nifhed at the \Vlfd()’n of Ramini; but as Ramini

would
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would not eat the fleth of beafts, unlefs he had
himf{elf cut.the throat of the animal, he irritated
the difciples of Mahomet, who intended to fpill his
‘blood, becaufe he propofed to introduce a new
cuftom. But Mahomet, infpired by God, prevent-
ed the blood of the prophet from being fpilled,
and permitted him to.cut the throats of the beafts
he eat; and fome time afterwards.gave him oneof
his daughters named Farafatema, in marriage.
Ramini went with his wife, his difciples, and flaves,
to Mongalor, where he lived the reft of his life,
and was an Ampanfaca.. ke had a {fon, named Re-
haurorud, and a daughter Ramini, who married
together, and had two {ons, the.elder of whom
was Rahadzi, and the younger Racovatzi. Ra-
hadzi fucceeded his father, and-was King of Man-
galor. Rahadzi being defirous of {eeing his native
country, and vifiting the tombs of his anceﬁors, at
Palmir, equipped two veflels for the voyage ; and,
as_he had not.any children, he gave. grders that,'in
cafe rof his. death, his brother .thould be -chofen
Ampanfaca in his place : but ‘he was fcarcely ar-
rived, before a great man, named Ambouhor, in-
fpired Racovatzi with the defign of ;affuming the
title of King, and governing the country. Raco-
vatzi, bemfr naturally ambitious, ‘convened - the
great-men, . a“d declared .that  his brother 'was.not
gone to vifit the tombs of his fathers, butito.make
an a& of the profeflion of the law of Mahomet.
Under this pretext he fucceeded in his election;
and out of all the great men, thereremained only
one, of the name of Amboalmaﬂe, faithful to Ra-
hadzi, who followed ‘his mafter to Palmir, where
!*e informed. lnm of .the.fad .news.of his brother’s
ranfaction.Rahadzi, {feeing himfelf thusdethroned,
ioos the A\,ml;twn of procecdmg to .an unknwn
land ; .and .after failing three ;whole months.with

a

his
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his* fhips, ke arrived at the iflind of Comorro,
which he found inhabited ; and from whence he
pafled to Malacafs, and’landed at Manghabey,
where he was friendly received by the great men
of the country. He married the daughter of a
King, by whom he had two children, the elder of
which, by his wifdom and the {pirit of God, was
‘chofen Ampanfacabe. This King, whofe name was
Ramini Azoringhetzi, had feveral children,amongft
whom he divided the provinces; but as they made
war one againit the other, the Rohandrians, go-
vernors of the faid provinces, declared them{elves
Princes and Sovercigns of the country, and-maffa-
cred the children of their “Ampanfacabe, except
Ramini Tamere, who was_‘then"at the breaft.- It
was to this Ramini Tamere that they preferved
the title of A'mpanfacabe ;- and the following are
his -defcendants-:--his fon Ramini Olive, from
whom, ina regular feries, iffued “Ramini Roha-
hamado ; “Ramini Ragomin; Ramini Savatto';
Ramini Papghare; Ramini Boamaffe; Ramini
Pangharzaffe’; Ramini Bohitz; Ramini Tiffava;
Ramini Ravohe: Ramini Nong; Ramini Arive.
The Ampanfacabe, Arive had'four fons; one le-
gitimate, and three by his concubines. Ramini Be-
noule was the Anipanfacabe by inheritance; the
three others were Dian Maninpele, Dian Tzianban,
and Dian Raval.’ Thefe three confpired againft
their. elder brother, and flew him; and as he had
only one, ddughter, ‘they availed themfelves of the
confufion 'to ‘ereét” themfelves ‘into Rohandrians,
and eftablithed themfelves in the fouthern part of
Malacafie ; for the northern provinces, being de-
termined to revenge the death of their Ampanfa-
cabe, made war upon them, and drove them out.
The daughter of Ramini Benoule, married Dian
Mihale, Rohandrian of the provinces of Manang-
Al I | R o, har,
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har, Antivoiezow, ;Antinokol, Antivohibey, An:
timaroa, and thefe provinces elected and acknow-
ledged Dian Mihale for their Ampanfacabe, giving
him the name of Ramini Mihale: = Ramini Mihale
had a fon, who fucceeded him ; and his immediate
defcendants were Ramini Lubetdn ; Ramini Cie-
vi: Ramini Lontazou ; Ramini Refidzimon; Rami-
ni Ravalou; and Ramini Larizon, the laft of this fe-
cond race of Ramini: he was flainin a war with the
Rohandrian Milouzou, of Mahavelou, who was af-
{itted by the French. The Rohandrian Milouzou
flew the two fons of Ramini Larizon upon his
‘tomb, and preferved only his daughter, whom he
fold to a Dutch merchant, who carried her beyond
fea. - At the death of King Larizon, the title of
Ampanfacabe remained extinét, e
" _The defcendants of Dian Maninpele, Dian Tzi-
anban, and Dian Raval, who were fettled at Ma-
nanzari, Itapoule, and Matatana, received the
French alternately in: their dominions, and were
exterminated by them, except the line Tzerone,
who avenged his family by a general maffacre of
all the French in the country. Thus far proceeds
the detail of the Faffiri, a book which the Ombi-
afles, of the race of Zaffecanimanbou, have com-
pofed ; but as it is neceflary to bring it down to
our time, the following may be added : ',
In the year 1776, the Rohandrians Voadziri,
and Lohavohits, were perfuaded, that they had
found a defcendant of the daughter of Ampanfa-
cabe, and entered into the oath of  blood with

him.

Tue ARTS axp TRADES or MADA-
GASCAR. :

The Madagafcar nations being in want only of
the neceflaries of life, have not applied themielves
' to
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to the invention of fo many arts and trades as are
become -indifpenfable in* Europe. . They are con-
tented with fuch as are neceflary to make their
moveables, tools, utenfils, and arms for defence ;
to conftruct their dwellings, and the boats, which
are neceflary for their navigation: and laftly, to
fabricate cloths and ftufls for their cloathing. They
are defirous only of poflefling the neceflary fupplies
of immediate utility and convenience.

The principal and moft refpected bufinefs, is the
manufacture of iron and fteel. The artifts in this
way call themfelves Ampanefa vihe. They are very
expert in fufing the ore, and forging utenfils, fuch
as hatchets, hammers, anvils, knives, {pades, fa-
gayes, razors, pincers, or tweezers for pulling out
the hair, &c.

The fecond clafs confifts of the Gold{miths, Om-
panefa vola mena: they caft gold in ingots, and
make up bracelets, buckles, ear-rings, drops,
rings, &c.

The third are called Ompavillanga, and are
Potrers.

'The fourth are the Ompanevatta, or turners in
wood, who make boxes called vatta, plates, wooden
and horn {poons, bee-hives, coffins, &c.

The fifth, Ompan cacafou, or carpenters. They
are very expert in this bufinefs, and make ufe of
the rule, the plane, the compafles, &c.

The fixth are the Ompaniavi, or rope-makers.
They make their ropes of different kinds of bark
of trees, and likewife of hemp.

The feventh, Ampan lamba, or weavers. This
bufinefs is performed by women only, and it would
be reckoned difgraceful in a2 man to exercife it.

The Ombiafles are the literary men and phyfici-
ans, who give advice only.

The Herauvitz are comedians and dancers.

L2 THEIR
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Turir DWELLING PLACES anp BUILDINGS,

The Madagafcar people always live in fociety;
that is to fay, in towns and villages. The towns
are furrounded by a ditch and pallifades, at the ex-
tremities of which a guard of from twelve to
twenty armed men is kept. The houfes of private
people confift of a convenient cottage, furrounded
by feveral {fmall ones: the mafter of the houfe
dwells in the largeft, and bhis women, or flaves,
lodge in the fmaller. Thefe houfes are built of
wood, covered with leaves of the palm-tree, or
ftraw. ; »

The houfes of the great men of the country are
very fpacious; each houfe is compofed of two walls,
and four departments : and round about the prin-
cipal houfe, other fmaller habitations are built, for
the accommodation of the women, and the whole
family of the chief; but the flaves cannot pafs the
night within them. Moft of the houfes inhabited
by the Rohandrians, are built with tafte, and ad-
mirable fymmetry.

Here ends the Trirp Vorume, according to the divifion made
by the CounTt 3 and in this place hc has written the following in
French.

¢« End of the Tuirp and Last ViorvmE,
or abridged fignature, annexed 3 and underncath.

« T, the underfigned, do certify, that the prefent work, drawn
¢ out in three volumes, in twelve quires, is thetrue original”’

»

with his cypher,

Signed,
« MAURICE AUGUSTE Cte De BENYOWSKY.
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Copy of the principal
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pedition to  Madagal- i
car.

Verfailles, March 19, 1773

S IR, ‘
HE King, by attaching you to his fervice,

B is defirous of putting it in your power to i
give proofs of your zeal: in confequence of this I 1
difpofition, his Majefty has made choice of you to il
form i
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form an eftablithment at Madagafcar, which ap-
pears to him to be abfolutely neceffary, to procure
the requifite {upplies to the ifle of France. This
eftablifhment may ‘be productive of confequences
of fiill greater moment, and more worthy of that
zcal which animates you for the glory of the
King. I cannot do better, in order to inform you
of his Majefty’s views, than to fend you a copy of
a letter, which I wrote by his order, to the Che-
valier de Ternay and Maillart. It contains the in-
firuétions conformably to which you are to ad.
The correfpondence which you will maintain with
Meflrs. De Ternay and Maillart, refpecting the de-
tails of your operations, muft not difpenfe you
from rendering me a direct account of every {tep
you may take for the fuccefs of the important and
honourable miffion his Majefty has been pleafed to
entruft to your care; and I beg that you will in-
form me of every thing relating thereto. I have
the honour to be, very fincercly,

SIR,
Your moft humble,
and moft obedient fervant,

To M. the Baron de Benyowlky.
DE BOYNES.

Copy
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Colonies. India O:“ﬁce.}

N° E 4 E. Expedition
to Madagafcar. %

Copy of a Letter from M. De
Boynes to Mejfrs. De Ter-
nay and Maillart, dated
March 19, 1773.

O U are acquainted, gentlemen, with the
¥ proje@ which Mr. De Maudave caufed to be
adopted in 1767, of forming a colony of Europe-
ans at Madagafcar, to civilize the inhabitants of
that ifland, and accuftom them to our manners
and ufages. It was foon perceived that this eftab-
lithment was founded on falfe principles, and it
was givenup on account of the impoflibility'of af-
fording the advances of every kind, which M. De
Maudave required in favour of the new colo-
nifts.

Notwithftanding the bad fuccefs of this attempt,
it cannot be difputed that the ifland of Madagafcar
contains very great refources, and that it would
be ufeful to have an eftablifhment there ; but in-
ftead of a colony, the fight of which would too
openly offend the rights of property, to be receiv-
ed with pleafure by a people compofed of herdf-
men and cultivators of the ground, nothing more
ought to be attempted than a fimple poft, in fa-
vour of which, ufeful conneétions might be form-
ed with the chiefs of the country, with whom a
trade might be carried on in the way of barter,
that would put an end to the abufe of purchafing
with money. It will depend upon the abilities lof

the
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the perfon to whom the care of this enterprize
may be entrufted, to extend his conne&ions into
the internal parts of the ifland, by which new
branches of trade may be opened; and it is from
his prudent condué that we may hope to arrive at
the end propofed by M. De Maudave, and form a
colony fomuch the more firmly eftablifhed, as it
will be founded on the intereft of the iflanders
themfelves, and the confidence they may have been
infpired with. Laftly, while our views are con-
fined to-the carrying on a trade, as has hitherto
been done, by difmifling every idea of dominion
and fovereignty, it will always be of importance
to have a fixed poft to dire& the operations of in-
dividuals, and maintain a juft balance between
them and the natives of the country. No perfon
has appeared more capable of carrying his Majef-
ty’s intentions into effeét, than M. Baron de Be.
nyowlky. In the courfe of his travels by fea, he
has learned the manner of treating with {avage
people; and to a great fhare of firmnefs, he hag
joined that mildnes of charater, which fuits a
defign of this nature.

It is therefore the King’s intention to fend him
to Madagafcar, with the forces over which he has
}grivcn him the command ; leaving him at liberty
to cirufe the moft convenient place for the ef-
tablifhment which his majefty has determined to
form. .
His majefty excepts only fort Dauphin, not-
withftanding the falubrity of the air, becaufe this
part of the ifland is very dry, and poflefles no
commercial refources. It is pretended, that Ta-
matava, on the eaft coaft, is the moft proper place
for an eftablifhment ; as well on account of the
goodnefs of the harbour, as the difpofition of the
inhabitants ; together with the fertility of the foil,
and the {upplies of every kind which it affords.

M. De
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M. De Benyowiky will himfelf judge of thefe ad-
vantages ; but in the uncertainty of the place
where he may think proper to fix himfelf, it is in-
difpenfably neceflary that he thould have a {mall
veflel, to run along the coaft, and make every ne-
ceffary fearch for 1nfurm0* the fucces of the eftab-
lithment he is charged to form. It is with this
view that his majefty has purchafed the brigantine
the Poftillion, which may be employed in tranf-
porting part of M. De Benyowiky’s people to Ma-
dagafcar, and may afterwards remain fubject to his
ordcrs, with the Sieur Saunier. This officer has
made feveral voyages to Madagafcar, and is there-
fore quahued to affift the opcra.uons of M. De Be-
nyowiky.

As to the reft, M. De Benyowlky will find every
other affiftance he may want, in his troops: they
have been felected with the greateft care; are all
ﬁrong and robuft young men, of different trades,
in order that M. De Benyow fky may not find any
embarraflmentin the works he may undertake. On
theotherhand, I have givenorders toforwardtoyou,
tents as well for the officers as for the foldiers, that
they may encamp wherever M. De Benyowiky
may think proper, without injuring the inhabi-
tants, M. De Benyowiky will employ the geogra-
phical engineer, who accompamcs him, to make
exalt plans of the coaft, with the courfes of rivers,
and maps of fuch interior parts of the ifland as he
may have accefs to. The King has likewife ap-
pointed a furgeon, for the treatment of the fick,
to whom M. Maillart may give an affiftant ; fo that
there will be no other perfons wanting, but an of-
ficer of Adminiftration, a ftorekeeper, a treafurer
for the order and management of expences, and
an almoner for {piritual fervice.

From the character which has been received of
M. De Maifonville, he has been chofen to accom-

pany
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pany M. De Benyowlky, and perform the funéi.
ons of commiffary; and his majefty has been pleaf-
ed, on this confideration, to grant him the brevet
of fub-commiffary. His majefty refers the choice
of a treafurer and ftorekeeper to M. Maillart, and

. that of almoner to the apoftolical prefet. M.
Maillart will confider, whether one perfon may not
have the charge of the cath and the ftores.

Such is the plan, according to which the opera-
tions of M. De Benyowiky are to be conduéted. It
will occafion no extraordinary expence to the King,
and will produce a real afliftance to the ifle of
France, as the troops of M. De Benyowi{ky may be
maintained much more eafily and cheaply at Mada-
gafcar, than on the ifle of France. As{oonas M.
De Benyowiky fhall arrive in the colony, the Che-
valier de Terpay fhall fupply him with recruits,
which are defigned for him, according to the lifts
drawn out at their embarkation, to be formed into
a new troop, which M. De Benyowiky fhall exer-
cife ; and you will be pleafed afterwards to give
him, upon his requeft, the neceflary orders for
tranfporting them to Madagafcar, and difembark-
ing them at the place which fhall be determined
upon by M. De Benyowiky. '

Notwithftanding the neceflity of abftaining, with
the greateft care, from every attack upon the inha-
bitants of Madagafcar; and though the exprefs
orders of M. De Benyowiky are to employ no other
means with regard to them, but thofe of mildnefs
and negociation, and to maintain his people in the
moft exact difcipline ; yet it would not be prudent

. to expofe him in the midft of thofe iflanders, who
are jealous of their liberty, and naturally reftlefs
and-fufpicious, without putting it in his power to

srepel any a&t of violence on their part.

The forces he may be fupplied with, may like-
wife enable him to gain, with great facility, the

: confidence
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confidence and friendthip of fuch chiefs as may
may have occafion to require his afliftance in their
own domeftic quarrels.

He demands twelve pieces of cannon, fix twelve-
pounders, four eight-pounders, fix peteraroes and
two {mall mortars, with their bombs; five hun-
dred granades, three barrels of gunpowder, one
of battle powder, five hundred pounds weight of
fulphur, and the fame quantity of faltpetre, with
four thoufand weight of lead, and moulds for mak-
ing bullets. You will fee whether it be pra&icable,
in the prefent fituation of your ftores, to deliver
thefe articles to him. Some of thefe may be em-
ployed in his trade with the natives ; and it would
be of adyvantage that you thould add, with the
fame intention, other articles equally fought after
by the inhabitants of Madagafcar, fuch as muf-
quets, piftols, hatchets, nails, bars of iron, cop-
per, {ome pieces of cloth; and, in general, every
thing fuitable to the trade. M. De Benyowiky
will require, for his own ufe, a fet of carpenter’s
and cabinet-maker’s tools. The ftorekeeper, whom
M. Maillart may chufe, fhall charge himfelf with
all thefe effedts, and account for them in the ufual
form.

As it may bé prefumed, that it will be near the
bad feafon of the year when M. De Benyowiky
and his people may arrive at Madagafcar, it.will
be of confequence to provide for the fubfiftence and
payment of his troops, during the time in which
they can hold no communication with the ifle of
France ; M. Maillart will therefore remit a fuffici-
ent fum to the treafurer for fix months pay, and

rovide the ftorekeeper with wine and brandy for
the fame time ; together with flour, and falt pro-
vifions, for three months only, becaufe refources
of this laft kind will not be wanting at Madaga{-
car, as foon as they fhall have fixed their eftablifh-
ment,
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ment. Other articles of confumption may be af-
forded from the magazine, according to the tarif
which you may draw up before the departure of
M. De Benyowiky.

If this expedition be attended with the fuccefs,
which there is reafon to expeét from the zeal and
intelligence of M. De Benyowiky, it will procure
very plentiful fupplies to the ifle of France; tak-
ing care, neverthelefs, to prevent the fhips of pri-
vate traders from approaching that point of the
ifland where M. De Benyowiky fhall have fettled,
and to fend only fuch veflels as are appointed to
fetch the flaves and cattle, collected in confequence
of the trade carried on on the King’s account; and,
~ at the fame time, without fuffering the officers who
command thefe veflels to carry on any privatetrade.
The orders of M. De Benyowiky are pofitive in this
refpect, and he is charged to fee them put firictly
into execution. By this means, the augmentation
of price, which is produced by the concurrence of
veflels, will be prevented, and an end will be put
to the pernicious abufe of paying in money, by
feizing thofe times when the iflanders are in want
of our merchandizes, which cannot be done by
private veflels that fail along the coaft, and aim at
little more than to cover the expences of fitting
out.

M. De Maifonville being empowered, in quality
¢ of Commiflary, to direct all the operations of the
i|' commercial intercourfe upon the King’s account,
at the place. where M. De Benyc vfky may fettle, it
is of importance that he thould have with him a
trulty perfon under his orders, with two inter-
preters, who may ferye at the fame time in the ne-
gociations which M. De Benyowiky may enter in-
to with the chiefs of the country. ° ‘

M. De Maillart will pleafe to be no lefs careful in
the choice of thefe perfons, than of the others,

whofe
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whofe nomination have been left to him; becaufe
their influence may equally affect the fuccefs of the
views I have explained.

Of all the means which could be imagined to
procure the neceflary fupplies to the ifle of France,
which are wanting to increafe its cultivation and
infure its {fubfiftence, there are certainly none bet-
ter adapted to the purpofe, and at the fame time
lefs chargeable to the King ; and his 'majefty de-
pends upon your feconding the efforts of M. De
Benyowiky with thegreater earneftnefs, from the re-
fleétion, that if the continual refidence at Mada-
gafcar fhould effect a happy revolution in'the minds
and manners of its inhabitants; and if fuccefs
fhould follow the attempt to infpire them with a
tafte for our productions, our works, and our ma-
nufa&turés, 'a market will be formed at the ifle of
France for a trade which will be an abundant fource
of riches and profperity. Thefe motives ought
to excite'all your zeal; and you cannot a& more
agreeably to his majefty, than by reftoring to the
ifle of France thofe refources, of which it has been
deprived by the abufes which have crept'into the
trade of Madagafcar, and by that means to clear
it of its' dependance on foreign colonies for {ub-

te]
fiftenée. - F'have the honour to be, &c.

Ver/ailles,
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Colonies, India Office. }
Pfoviﬁons.

Verfailles, Fuly 2ds 1775
GENTLEMEN,

an aflortment of viGtualling ftores, furnifhed by
s to whom I have given a commiffion
for that purpofe.

This forms only a part of M. De Benyowiky’s
demand; but I propofe to forward the reft by the
thips which fail at the énd of the year. M. Des
Aflizes, or the officer of Adminiftration who may
reprefent him, muft be careful that the effects be
carried to the ftorehoufe, and duly acknowledged
by a receipt from the ftorekeeper ; after which
they may be diftributed in the colony, care being
firft taken to examine them by the invoice which
accompanies this. He will likewife fee that they
be not delivered out, except to his orders, which
will prevent abufes in the confumption.

As to the reft, you will find no difficulty ref-
pecting the condud it is neceffary- you fhould ad-
here to, provided you conform to the common in-
fiructions which you have received in my dif-
patches. I have the honour to be, very truly,

I Send you, by his majefty’s corverte, La Sirene,
M

Gentlemen,
Your very humble, and moft obedient fervant,

DE SARTINE.

To Meflrs. Baron de Benyowiky,
and M. Des Affizes.
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Colonies. India Office. }

In form of Inftru&tion re-
lating to paft and tuture
Condué:

®

Verfailles, Fuly 19th, 1775,

H E commander of the Poftillion has brought

me all your difpatches, from your arrival at
the bay of Antongil until the 24th of laft Septem-
ber. I have very minutely attended to the detail
of your operations, during the firft eight months ;
and I fee, with fatisfaction, that Government may
conceive favourable hopes from your profpeéts, and
your firft proceedings with the inhabitants of Ma.
dagafcar.

The fuccefs of this important enterprize, in ef-
fect, depends on the prudent and conciliatory
means which you have continued to employ with
the natives of the country. They are gentle, Ia-
borious, and difpofed to trade, and aflociate with
us ; but the different attempts which have hitherto
been .made on the ifland, and which have either
been attended with great violence to the natives,
or expence to Government, puts you under the
prefent. neceflity of continually multiplying your
precautions,  to prevent treachery, and every ini-
mical enterprize, on'the part of the Malgachee,
who, like all uncivilized people, are jealous of their
liberty. = Thefe iflanders will be always difpofed to
be apprehenfive of the confequences of a perma-
nént eftablithment, if they be not treated with kind-
nefs, or if any humiliating diftin¢tion be made be-

tween
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tween them and the Europeans. The temptation
of 2 commerce, which is become agreeable and ad-
vantageous to them, may have feduced them at
firtt; Dbutitis to be feared, that they will become
jea]ous of the advantages which the fuperiority of
our knowledge and power muft give us over them:
you cannot, therefore, be too attentive to the man-
ner in which you behave to them.

Thefe confiderations have always entered into the
views of utility, which have determined the mi-
niftry to entruft you with the care of an enterprize,
which may atually require confiderable afliftance;
but his majcfty has determined to referve the com-
munication of his intentions until the end of the
year. In the mean time, I fend the corvette, La
Sirene, to bring you the firft fupplies of officers
of health, workmen, money, proviions, and mer-
chandue, as much as the tonnage of the veflel
would admit, I confined myfelf, therefore, to the
'mdl{penfablc, until I can enter more fully into the
fubject, and comprehend all the parts of the fervice
which an' eftabliftment of this nature requires ;
you will then receive recruits, which I have alrea-_
dy ordered to be raifed, with a greater quant1ty
of provifions, and other articles requefted in.your
dlfpatches, to which I {hall more particuldrly apply
in future.

His majelty, by his determmatlon of fitting out
the corvette, La Sirene, and approving that T thould
fend. you an’ almoner, two fmgeonb, with . fome
foldiers and. Workmen, fufﬁfxently apprizes you
that his intention-is, that you fhould continue to
apply your whole attentlon to- the eﬂabh{hment at
'Madagafwr, and the prefe)V"Ltlon of his" flfbje&b,
in order that you may be able to adminifter, with
fuccefs, that afliltance which. fhall be neceffary, to
fuch as fll feel the effeéts of the intemperature of
the climate, which has hitherto been” {o fatal to

your
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your people. I wait with great impatience for news
concerning the return of this feafon ; and am con-
tinually apprehenfive that the fickly time of the
year has taken off the greateft part of your people,
and forced you to abandon the bay of Antongil,
and retire with your peoplé to the place you diftin-
guith by the name of the Plain of Health. I am
perfuaded, however, that you will make every ef-
fort to preferve, to the utmoft of your power, all
the pofts you have eftablithed within the ifland, or
upon the coaft. Befides which, I invite you to con-
tinue'firm and conftant in your enterprize, not-
withftanding the obftacles and inconveniences you
have experienced which are always infeparable from
an infant eftablithment. The more prefling your
fituation may become, the lefs I fhall lofe fight of
you; and you may depend upon my attention, and
the difpofitions of his majefty, with refpe& to you :
he has authorized me to affure you of the fame, and
has charged me to exhort you to proceed with un-
abated zeal. His majefty, however, difapproves
your having fent Madagafcar flaves to the Cape of
Good Hope. He recommends to you to be more
circumipect in your operations, efpecially with ref-
pect to the colony of theifle of France, with which
you ought to endeavour to trade, in preference to
any other of his majefty’s colonies, and more efpe-
cially to a foreign colony ; fo that all your difpofi-
tions thould be fubfervient to the good of his ma-
jefty’s fervice. I cannot too ftrongly recommend
to you, to ufe the greateft ceconomy in your ex-
pences, and to give M. Des Aflizes every explana-
tion which may be neceflary toregulate thofe which
preceded his arrival ; to leave entirely to him the
adminiftration of the finances, and the difpofition
of the ten thoufand piaftres, which the corvette,
La Sirene, will bring; and, in a word, to conduét
yourfelf towards him with that refpect and delicacy,

Vor. IL A a which
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which are neceffary to maintain that good union
and harmony, which are fo effential to the welfare
of his majefty’s fervice.

I have the honour to be,
Very truly,
SIR,
Your moft obedient {ervant,

DE SARTINE,

P. S. Inthe hand of hislordfhip.

I have received your letter of the 1ft of Novem-
ber. When you fhall have received the two furge-
ons I fend you, you may return thofe to the ifle of
France who have been fent by Mr. Maillart, if you
find that thofe who come from France are better
informed in fuch matters as may be ufeful to you.
1 thall provide for the reft of your affairs without
delay ; but I cannot too ftrongly recommend to
you, that your accounts be regularly kept ; ceco-
nomy be attended to; and that you keep on good
terims with the commiffary. 1 do not fay any thing
with regard to the prefervation of his majefty’s fub-
jects, as you cannot but be aware of its importance,
and are more ftrongly interefted in it than any one
elfe.

Verfailles,
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Colonies. India Office. }

Relating to the Death of
feveral Officers, and of
Meflrs. Marin, the fa-
ther and {on.

Verfailles, Fuly 23, 1775.
S 1R,

IHave received your letter of the 2oth of Sep-

tember, 1774, in which I cannot, without the
moft fenfible regret, obferve the confiderable lofs
you have fuffered of your officers. The lofs of your
licutenant-colonel, M. Marin, affli¢ts me more {en-
fibly, as well on account of the reputation he had
acquired in Canada, as becaufe he might have con-
tributed, together with yourfelf, to the fuccefs of
the eftablithment at Madagafcar. Though Iam f{en-
fible of the neceflity of fpeedily replacing this of-
ficer, I have not been defirous of precipitating my
choice, becaufe it is eflential that he who is ap-
pointed to fecond and to fhare your labours, ought
to poflefs the talents neceflary to an employment
of thisimportance. It will be the end of the year
before I can fend you a lieutenant-colonel ; but I
promife you beforc-hand, that I will ufe the utmoft
attention to fend one who ihall be capable of imi-
tating the example of courage and firmnefs you
will fet him.

Your letter of the 18th of September 1774, in
which you propofe perfons to the vacant employ-
ments, is likewife come to hand. I refer to the
fame time, the formation of a new corps of offi-
cers under you, in which, however, it will not be
pofiible to comprehend all thofe whom you pro-
pofe; not only becaufe I have a great number of re-
’ Aaz formed
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formed officers, whom it will be juft to employ in
preference, but likewife becaufe the advancement
you propofe for feveral of the volunteers, would be
much too fudden. But Ithall pay every refpe to
your propofals which circumitances and principles
will allow.

I have the honour to be,
Very truly,
SIR,

Your very humble, and moft obedient fervant,

DE SARTINE.

Verfailles,
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Verfailles, March 30, 1777.

S 1R,

Received your letter of the 2d of June, 1776,
N€ 4,in anfwer to mineof the 17th of July,1775s.
My fears left you thould be forced to abandon the
bay of Antongil, are happily diffipated ; and I fee,
on the contrary, that you have increafed and ex-
tended additional pofts, by making new conquefts.
Although fuccefs has hitherto always crowned your
attempts, I fhould be much better fatisfied to hear
that you avail yourfelf of the means of mildnefs
and perfuafion, to fubject the iflanders ; military
exploits exhauft your troops, are expenfive, and
may fome time be attended with unhappy confe-
quences. I know, on the other hand, that you
have not always had the power over events; but
from the details contained in your letter, I fee,
with pleafure, that your warlike expeditions are
at an end; and I have reafon to believe that you
will now employ yourfelf, {olely, in the care of
keeping the peace, and civilizing the people fub-
jet to your command. The principal obje& of
your miflion being agriculture and commerce, you
muit be fenfible that you cannot make either flou-
rifh, but by the exertions of the natives. Now,
in
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in order to turn their attention to thofe objedts, it
is neceflary that, by avoiding the trouble of war
yourfelf, you prefpnt to them the view of greater
advantages, to arife from a fure and laftmg union,
than from rendering each other flaves.

1

I have the honour to be,
Very truly,
STL R
Your very humble, and moft obedient fervant,

DE' SERTINE

Verjailies,
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No. 19.

Verfailles, March 30y 1777
STR,

HE letters you wrote on the 1oth and 24th of
April, 1776, have arrived. Annexed to the
former, I find the difcourfe which you pronounced
at the aflembly of officers of your corps ; and to
the fecond, the manifefto and declaration of war,
which you have thought proper to publith againit
the Your pofition at that
eriod was moft critical. I fee that you had only
a fmall body of troops to oppofe to the multitude
of your enemies ; and I confidered, with regret,
that the fupplies I had fent you by the Sirenne,
had not then arrived. Though that veflel brought
no recruits, yet the money on board, and my
difpatches, would at leaft have difpelled your anxi-
eties. The policy you have employed on this oc-
cafion, and the refolution you adopted to march
out and meet thg enemy, rather than wait for him
in your lines, are very honourable, both to your
prudence and your courage. I muft particularly
acknowledge the pleafure I received from the ac-
count of your march, and the plan of your cam-
paign ; alfo the ftill greater pleafure I received
from hearing of the fuccefs of your operations.
I have the honour to be, very truly,

S 1R,
Your very humble, and
Moft obedient fervant,
DE SARTINE,
To M. de Benyowlky.

No. 14.
Colonies.
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Colonies. India Office }

No. 20.

Verfailles, dpril 6, 1777.
$1R, ‘

F Learn with pleafure, from your: letter of the

I ift of January, 1776, that you have had the
good fortune to efcape the influence of the climate
of Madagafcar, and that your convalefcence has
placed you in a fituation to give me a more ample
account of your operations, than thofe which you
have addrefled to M. de Boines, by the Sieur

Saunier. ‘

His majefty being informed of the meafures
which you had taken to diflipate the league which
threatened the Settlement at Louifbourg, appeared
fatisfied with the zeal you thewed on that occafion.
-~ This confederacy thews that you have, perhaps,
depended too much upon the pacific difpofitions of
feveral chiefs, whom you confidered as the friends
of Government. Thefe chiefs, who do not be.
hold without concern the exertions we make to
form an: eftablithinent in their country, will, on
their ‘fide, employ every mancevre to drive us
thence. . You ought, therefore, to be continually
on your guard againft their {bares; to miftruft
even thofe who appear to be the moft fincerely
devoted to you; and to maintain no poft which
you cannot defend againft the fudden attacks you
wiil be expofed to for-a long time to come. The
object of your miffion, is not fo much that of ex.
tending yourfelf in the ifland of Madagafcar, as of
maintaining your footing there. As foon as you

thall be firmly eftablifhed in the poft, which you.
actually poilefs in the buy of Antongil, 1 hope that
: o the
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the neighbouring inhabitants, attracted at firlt by
trade, will perceive the mildnefs of our laws, and
will of themfelves fubmit to a Government, whofe
fuperiority they will perceive, and of whofe ad.
vantage they will be defirous.

Thefe are the only means which his Majefty au-
thorizes : every thing which tends to deftruétion,
is repugnant to his benevolence; and he would
rather wait for the voluntary fubmiffion of the
Madagafcar people, inftead of owing it to his arms 3
and he does not approve of the wars you have to
fupport, except fo far as you may be able to juftify
them in his fight, by the neceflity of a lawful de.
fence. . T exhort you, therefore, Sir, not to det
part from thefe principles; and acquaint you,
that [ {hall always receive much greater fatisfaition
from the news of a folid treaty of peace, than of
brilliant conqueft. The impatience you exprefs
refpecting the fupplies, which have been announced
to you, is very natural; but the king, before he
permits them to be forwarded to you, is defirous
of being informed of the prefent ftate of the
fettlement, at the bay of Antongil ; the certain
advantages which may be derived therefrom ; and
more elpecially of the poflibility of forming it
without engaging in wars, or too evidently ex-
poling the lives of his fubjeéts. The infpe&ion of
Mefirs. De Bellecombe and Chevreau is dire@ed to
this object; and I daily expect their obfervations
that I may propofe to his Majefty, cither to fup-
port it in an effetual manner, or to abandon en-
tirely the works you have made.

I do not conceal, that the diforders which prevail
in the place where you are fettled, and have car.
ried off fo many of your men, give me the greateft
uneafinels ; and I'am not fully fatisfied with what
you have done to defiroy them. The filling up of
4 the
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the marth, is doubtlefs a very wife precaution
but the fuccefs is not infallible, and it may, at the
utmoft, ferve to corre&t the influence of the cli-
mate in a flight degree, if the diforders depend on
that caufe. This is a point which remains to be
cleared up, concerning which I have not yet re-
ceived fufficient explanation; for though your
loffes have been lefs confiderable during the latter
years, this may perhaps arife not from the air of
the bay of Antongil having become purer, but
merely from its being lefs pernicious to men who
are accuftomed to it. Eftimates fhould be made
from thofe who newly arrive ; and it is from them
that the effes of your operations may be afcer-
tained, by an exact calculation.

I {fee with pain, Sir, the contefts you have had
with the adminiftration of the ifle of 'rance; and
the King has exprefled great difpleafure on this
head. They have not only injured the fervice of
his Majefty, but have given rife to letters, on your
part, which were not fufficiently weighed and con-
fidered. It is not from obfcure reports that you
ought to form a judgment of the fentiments of
Meflrs. Ternay and Maillart. If you had reafon
to complain of them, you were fure of finding me
divefted of all prejudice, and difpofed to render
you juftice : befides - which, your reafons, if well
founded, would have loft none of their force for
being urged with lefs bitternefs; and you would
have obferved that politenefs, which men in place
anytually owe to each other, and which cannot be
laid afide without giving juft caufe for reprehen-
fion. I have thought this obfervation neceffary,
in order that you may condué yourfelf in future
in a manner more conformable to my views;
and that, by ftifling every {fecret refentment
in your breaft, you may attach yourfelf to do and

to
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to write nothing but what may conciliate the af.
feftion of the adminiftrators, with whom you cor-
refpond, and contribute to accomplith his Majefty’s
intentions, in the command he has been pleafed
to entruft to you.

I have the honour to be,
Very truly, &c.
DE SARTLINE.

M. the Baron de Benyowiky.

India
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India Office.
No. 21. %

(No date in M.S.)
S1 R,

Have received your letter of the 2d of June,
1776. 'The anxiety you exprefs refpecting his
Majefty’s Flute La Sirene, was unhappily too well
founded. You muft have fince heard of the lofs
of that veflel; and what is ftill more diftrefling, of
the greateft part of her people. With regard to
the effets and money, which I forwarded to you
by that conveyance, Mr. Maillart has been atten-
tive to replace them; and Meflrs. de Bellecombe
and Chevreau muft have brought a fupply for the
immediate wants of the fettlement. Ihope there-
fore, that the fupplies you have received will en-
able you to proceed, until I can declare his Ma-
jefty’s determination concerning your final ope-
rations, if they are intended to take place. The
uncertainty which ftill remains in this refpeé, en-
gages me to write only thort anfwers; but when
his Majefty fhall have given me his final orders,
if his intention be to continue the eftablithment at
the bay of Antongil, I will then give you the
moft ample inftructions comcerning the condué
you ought to follow, with refpect to the accounts,
which make the principal object of your letter;
and I will fend you fuch people, as I am fenfible
you muft be in want of, in order that this eflen-
tial part of the fervice may not be neglected, but
invariably kept with exaétnefs and regularity. In
the mean time, I recommend to you to keep accu-
rate accounts of your expences; to look to the
prefervation of his Majefty’s property, and not to
permit any difpofal of the fame, without your con-
fent ;
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fent ; in order that you may be enabled to give
me reafons for the ufes to which it fhall have been
applied, and that I may judge whether the oceco-
nomy I have ordered is punctually attended to.

[ have received, together with your letter, the
memoir you mention, concerning the fevers of the
bay of Antongil; but the ink you have made ufe of
is {o bad, that the writing is almoft entirely obli-
terated, and cannot be made out; I therefore beg
you will {fend me another copy the firft oppor-
tunity.

I have read with pleafure, the refle@ions you
have prefented to me, refpecting the colony at
Madagafcar. 1 think with you, that the flave
trade would be its ruin, and that all the views
ought to be directed to trade and agriculture. I
had already configned thefe truths in the particu-
lar inftructions of Meflrs, de Bellecombe and Che.
vreau, fo that you will not have any difliculty in
bringing them to approve your principles, which
do not differ from mine. I do not much differ
from you with regard to the Furopeans ; but this
quettion will not be entirely refolved, until I can
pofitively aflure you that his Majefty intends to
have a colony at Madagafcar.

I have the honour to be, very truly,
S5 IR,
Your very humble, and moft obedient fervant,
DE SARTINE.
To M. the Baron de Benyowlky.

No. 13.
Immediately
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*_* Tmmediately after the correfpondence there
follows, in the MS. a copy of the Act or OarH,
with the names of the chiefs prefent; and alio
a copy of the Furr Powers. Thefe agree with
the fame copies at pages 250 and 261 of this
volume ; excepting a few immaterial verbal va-
riations, and the dates. The date of the Oath,
in the laft copy, is O¢tober 1, 1776; and of the
Powers, Ocober 3, 1781. Whether the differ-
ence between thefe and the dates in the Memoirs,
be intentional, or founded in miftake, I fhall
not attempt to comjectare: it did not appear
neceflary to reprint them in this place.

DECLARA-
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D E CLvh RiA T Qb

OF THE
COUNT MAURICE DE BENYOWSKY.

& THF Count de Benyowiky, Magnate by birth of
Hungary, who has the honour to prefent the

annexed propofitions to his Britannic Majefty, has
been charged, on the part of his late Majefty Lewis
XV. to form an eftablithment upon the ifland of
Madagafcar, in the year 1772, with orders to con-
tract treaties of commerce and friendthip with
the natives of the country. He followed his mif.
fion for five years, and having accomplifhed it, he
acquainted the Court of Verfailles with his fuccefs;
but the French minifiry, being defirous of chang-
ing the treaties of commerce and friendfhip into
an unlimited fubmiflion, on the part of the chiefs
and people of the ifland, fent orders to the Count
de Benyowiky to change the fyftem agreed upon,
and to eftablith an unlimited fuperiority, which
could not be executed without infringing the pri-
mitive treaties concluded with the natives of the
country: he thought proper, therefore, to for.
ward his refignation to the Court, which imme-
diately fent Meflrs. Bellecombe and Chevreau, in
quality of commiffaries and infpe&ors for the King,
to examine the condu& of Count de Benyoiky,
who was found to be fully juftified by the original
inftructions ; and the commiflaries of the King
could not refufe him a juftificatory a&. As foon
as he had obtained this, he gave up his charge of
Commandant and Governor-General, by entirely
renouncing




368 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS OF

renouncing the fervice of France. The chiefs and
people of Madagafcar being informed of the mor-
tifications the Count de Benyowfky had received,
and being defirous of teftifying their gratitude,
aflembled, and conferred upon him the charge of
fupreme Judge, and fupreme Chief of the nation.
Purnithed with this title, he has obtained authority
and power to treat in Europe, for the eftablithment
of connections, either of trade, intereft, or friend-
thip, in order to accelerate the civilization of the
inhabitants of Madagafcar. With this charge, the
Count de Benyowlky returned to Europe, where
he experienced a violent perfecution, on the part
of the French miniftry ; to avoid which, he pafled
into the fervice of his Majefty, the Emperor, in
hopes of obtaining from tlllat Sovereign, the af-
fiftance he was in want of for Madagafcar. But
having foon received information, that the inter-
efts of his Imperial majefty were not calculated
to accomplifh his engagements, he regularly quitted
that fervice ; and, during two years, has employed
himfelf in the execution of his charge. It is with
this intention that he has the honour to prefent the
annexed propofals to his Britannic Majefty. His
good fortune will be complete, if he fhould fuc-
cced in interefting his Majefty, and thall obtain
the afliftance ke is in need of, to accomplith the
defires of an amiable and worthy nation, which
has given him their unbounded confidence.

PROPO-
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PROPOSALS

OF THE

COUNT I\IIAURICE,
TO THE

MINISTRY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY.

TO BE PRESENTED AT LONDON, DECEMBER 25, 1783.

HE Count de Benyowiky, having obtained the
powers and confent of the chiefs and people
of Madagafcar, who have confided to him the
charge of fupreme Chief of the nation, being con-
vinced of the advantageés which would refult to
the intereft of his Britannic Majefty, the augmen.-
tation of the trade of his kingdoms, and the par-
ticular advantage of the civilization of the Mada-
gafcar people, in cafe a commercial intereft were
eftablithed between the fubjelts of his Britannic
Majefty and the inhabitants of the ifland of Mada-
gaicar, PROPOSES, and fubmits unto his faid
Britannic. Majefty, to caufe him to be acknow.
ledged Suzerain of that extenfive and vait ifland;
the interior civil and political government, and al
the “other regulation§ of civilization, high police,
cultivation, and commerce, remaining independ-
ent. It is in this-only quality of vaflals to' hig
Majefty, that the chiefs and people of Madagafcar
engage themfelves ;-

Bb To
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I

To furpifh his Majefty, in cafe-of any war in India,
with five thoufand fighting men, led and com-
manded by their own officers; who fhall be, in
every relpect, fubjeét to the orders of the com-
mander in‘chief of his Majefty’s forces, during
the whole time they fhall be abfent from the
ifland, and employed againft the enemies of his
Majefty. .

1L
They oblige them{elves likewife to victual the {qua-
drons of hés Majefty ; and to furnifh, if re-

quired, thecontingent of two thoufand feamen
to ferve on board his Majefty’s thips in India.

e o ha e A bk 8 e A BA lemal ek A8 AN kil el
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They ftipulate, that they will conftantly import
fuch European merchandizes only, as are of the
produd;’ or manufacture of England. The po-
puldtion of Madagalcar amounting to three mil-
lions of fouls, their confumption muft necel-
{arily augment the advantages of trade in favour
of England.

IV.

As an acknowledgment of their liege homage, the

chiefs and: people of the ifland of Madagafcar,

| oblige themfelves -to pay annually a ftipulated
fom, to ferve as an .appanage to one of the

Princes, fons of his majefty; but this acknows

ledgment cannot be paid until the fourth year

after the figning of the treaty. In return for

~ thefe
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thefe u‘mntmes, the Count de Benyowiky de-

mands, in the name of the united chiefs and
pc:}ple of Madagafcar ;—

. 1ft. "That his Majefty do grant, in cafe of x¥areign
" mvaii' n, fupphes of arma,f 1ipping; and Wra ik e
1 {tores ; t““or;ed of Madagafcar being, in sther
- refpelts, fuflicient to re pel any encmy on fhore.
e 2dly. That his Majefty do. permit the free em-
3 b;‘;r}mtion in all his harbours, of fuch foreig
rs (the French C\up ted) as fhall be defirous of
pa hmsf to Madagafcar, in order to dwell upon
the faid .ifland. With regard to French fub-
i :q S, t“cv cannot be 1‘Cf‘(’1"C(i, but \\'ith the
: confent of the reprefentative ofy hefnation.
i ;;d“f That his Majefty do grant to the Count de
Benyowiky, one wvetlel of four hundred and
ﬁjt\* tons, another-of two hundred and fifty:
and a third of one hundred and fifty tonsg#tith
_ cargoes and fupplies of warlike ftores, cﬁ*c@is,
E *nd merchandizes, to the value offfifty 1’1';;:'.-
3 fand pounds fterling. The amount of this fum
;” will be placed to the account of the ifland of
=3 Madagafcar ; and its Adminiftrati
al the intereft for the fpace of
> the end of that term the
reimburfed to 1.-5.& Tajelty.
the Count de Benyo "\
fubmiffion, cor i'm“:x:}:;‘{':
e before ;z.‘:::n'"luzd, or
- (ic*“n'i (‘,z:;y on thae pleal
1 non ”1"5‘e" and {end one
e ade
/e . to
T :
T I month, and dav,

After
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* " After the copy of this inftrument, the Count
has written the following with his own hand, in
French:

¢ Nota. M. De Magellan, for his direQion,
will obferve, that henceforth every idea of Su-
zerainety muit be banithed ; and that, in future,
it will be "proper to attend only to treaties of
alliance, intereft, and trade. It is with this
¢ fole view that we have configned to him the pre-
fent regifters,

* Doneat London, the 24th of March, 1784.
¢ Signed,

MAURICE AUGUST, AMPANSACABE.”

e |
St

N I 8;



L r—?}u
















iy Szt
e s L | iy

bt Jeieialite

ediy

et S T TSP

et b 2 e L s
i iaia ity 4

A r e .

AN Ve .

R S st

- 4
S e e 4

4z

Aoweaie

55 i
L B LA s
il 4

SO
e

e .

L SER L )
St JITSE S

Vs s aiay

I b vliere dibiy
ATl S

ety drbibiny
N L e
L3 s Selete L
veiaTilatay
o TSN AN

Tty
Vel
[ s AT
et o
it eias
[*2iels

. i eiae v d e e
e bt T S0 TR o B30
*ie Phh s ...-t

e wiee o
o AL T S

I8 s iaie,e wierelhl

s s o
A it : 5 Hasepiial
N R o i » Ao ‘-‘ LELRISERTS




