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TRAVELS

INTO THE

Inland Parts of AFRICA:

CONTAINING A

DESCRIPTION

OF THE

Beveral Nations for the fpace of Six Hundred Miles up the
River Gamsia ; their Tride, Habits, Cuftoms, Languages
Manners, Religion and Government ; the Power, Difpofition and
Chara&ers of fome NeGro Princes ; with a particular Account
of JoB BEx Soromon; a Pholey, who was in England inthe Yeat
1733, and known by the Name of the 4frican.

To which is added,

Capt. Stre8s’s Voyage up the GAMB1A in the
Year 1723, to make Difcoveries;
WITH
Anh Acctirate MAP of that River taken on the Spot s
And many other Copper Plates.

ALS O
ExTrAcTS from the Nubian’s Geography, Lio the /f’?‘l'(a,fz;,

and other Authots antient and modern, concerning the N1c gx.
Nire, of Gamger a, and Obfervations thereon.

By Frawcis Moorg,. Faflor feveral Years to the
Royal Atrican Company of England.

LONDO N:

Printed by Epwarp Cave, at §¢ Jobr’s Gate, br the
AUTHOR, and fold b by J. bA A GG, v Wefimin/ter Hall
and at Sz Fobn’s Gare aforefa ~M,pcc,XxXxvIiz







TO . HIS

S s e Wik

THR

- Duke of Montagu, &¢C.

My LoRrp,

i % ENEVOLENCE 8
| & the diftinguifhing Cha-
¥ racter of your GRACE;
484 and your good Nature
is not bound up. by any narrow
Rules : It 1s not circumferibed
to a Circle of Friends, Relations
or Countrymen, but extends to
all Human Kind :* Nay, your
Grack (like the Geod Man 1n
the Scripture) 1s well known to
be always merciful even to Crea-
tures below the Human Species.
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DEpicaTtion,

In the Wilds of 4fi/ca your
Humanity is praifed, and the
grateful Arabs pray for you in
the Defarts.

IT is this Chara&er of your
Gracke that makes me venture

to lay this Book at your F ect, i

hoping that your Goodnefs will
extend to me, and receive it with
the fame Condefcenfion, as the
Great Perfian KiNG accepted
Water from the Hands of a
Peafant. I am,
My Lorbp,
With the profounde/? Re[ped,
Your GRACE’s
Moft Devoted
~and moft Obedient
- Humble Servant,

FrRA. MOORE.
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T is the Bufine(s of every owe,
who gives a Book to the Pub-
lick, to make it as agreeable as
be canto the Reader.  For this
Purpofe Invention, Stile, Learn-
d ing, and the Ornaments of Elo=
quence, are employed by thofe, who are Ma-
Jlers of them, for [etting off their Compofitions.
As I cannot” pretend to any of thofe Accom=
plifbments, and can value my [elf upon ne-
thing but Truth, and it is not the May-
ner of writing, but the Subject, that isto (ay,
the Defcription of a Country, much talk'd of,
and little known, which muft pleafe in the fol-
lowing Relation, I therefore, befides my Four-
nal, thought it my Duty to [pare no Pains in
giving the Reader from the beft Authors a ge-
neral Notion of the Countries from the River
Gambia, 7o the more known ones along the Me-
terranean Sea.

1 kept the Fournal whenin Gambia, 7ot with
any Defign of printing it, but to improve my
[elf, and keep in my Mind the Things worth
Notice. I was then very: young, and bad nei=
ther Time nor Capacity to make thofe Obferva-

tions which the Learned World might defire
but




vi PREFACF.

but what I bave [et down is true,and is an
exait Account of a wild Country. I have
not attem pred to embellifh the Work, fince I
am - perfuaded that Readers will make
Allowances /br the Age of the Fournalift,
and will ratber chufe to read reat Faits told
n the plaineft way, than beautiful Works of
Imagination.  Since my coming io England, 7
was prevailed upon to publyh this Fournal,
becanfe it gives an Account of the Intand Parts
of Afiica, to know which the World was ve-
vy curions, and of which few Accounts have
been hitherto publifbed, and thefe cither very
ancient, or fluffd with Fables.

Befides my own, I have added another
Fournal by Gaptain Stibbs. In the Year 1720,
bis Grace the Duke of” Chandos being concern-
ed i the Royal African Company, and having
confidered of their Affairs with that Greatne(s
of Mind natural to him, foon determined that
the carrying on the Trade in the piddling Man-
wer which it bad been for [ome Years paf,
would never anfwer the great Capital Stock of
the Company ;5 and concluded it would be right
to make [ome noble Astempts for the opening
a Trade into the Iniand Parts of Africa
and for that Purpofe, Captain Stibbs was
fent ta difcover how far the River Gambia
was navigable, and whether there were Gold
Mines upon ity but they [et gut upon that Ex-

edition [0 late in the dry Seajon, that they

did not accomplifb the End intended, _And the

Difficulties be met with difgufied bim (o, that
4] 48 : . e
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PREFACE vii

he ufeth Arguments to. prove that the Gambia
;s not the Niger, nor a River o long Courfe 3
which Fact if be could_eftablifle, would juftify
him in not baving pyl'd bis Difcovery far-
ther.

Befides this Fournal, I bave added [ome
Paffages out of the antient Geograpbers and
Hiftorians relatmg to the Niger Nile, fuppofed
10 be the Gambia. Some Part of Africa was
known from the earlieft Ages, frequent men-
tion being made of it in Scripture, and in the
Greek and Roman Authors ; but the Ro-
mans were acquainted only with what lay
near the Mediterranean Sea, the Countries to
the South of Mount Atlas having been but
wery little, if at all, known to them. The
ancient Perfians, Greeks, and Romans, i Vain
attempted- to difcover the Head of the Nile,
and generally believed that all beyond the Trao-

ick”of Cancer was uninbabitable Defarts,
(the Herodotus from the Priefis of Egypt gives
fome Account of that famous River, and of its
dividing into two Streams, one of which only
pafed through Egypt into the Mediterranean
Sea : I have inferted bis Account.  Long fince
that, the Nubian Geographer [peaks concerning
the Negroes, and the Niger Nile. He flou-
rifbed in the 12th Gentury, and wrote in Ara-
bick wery fully of allthe Nations lying onthe
Niger. His Work firft printed in Arabick; at
Rome, was afterwards tranflated intd Latin,
and printed at Paris, 1619, under the Title of

Geographia Nubienfis.
A 4 The




Viii PREFACGE.

The' next we meet with, of any Note, is
Leo the African, by Birth @ Moor, }o{' noble
Parentage, bred up in the Mahometan Religion,
and Nepbew to the Ambaffador fent by the
King of Fez to the King of Tombuto, whom
he accompanied in that Fourney. This Leo
was taken by Tralian Corfairs, near the /e
of Gerby, as be [(ailed berween the Towns of
Tripolis ‘and Tunis iz Barbary. He was a
Man of Learning, and bad with bim [everal
Arabian Books, befides bis vwn Manufiripts,
At that time Leo the Xth was Pope, whofe
Love to Learning was univer[ally known :  To
him- therefore the Cor{airs prefenied the Moor
and bis Books. This was a grateful Frefent,
as it gave bim « Knowledge of much of the
Inland Parts of Africa, unknown to the Ay~
tients. The Pope ¢ncouraged bim, and he
embraced the Romith Religion, and his ¥ De-
feription of Aftica was publifbed in Ttalian,
He gives an Account of all the Negro Na-
tions in his Time, from the Mouths of the
Niger Eaftward to the Red Sea.

As thefe two Authors, who were both A-
fricans, bave grven a better Account of the
Inland Parts of Afiica than any other, I
bave extraited from them (o mudh as relates
to the River Gambia, which, with the King-
doms bordering  thereon, [eems to bave been
the utmoft Bounds of the Inland Difcoveries
of the Mahometans Southward,

s By

* 1t Vol. of Ramufis’s Collection of Navigations afljc’l
Voyages, publithed at Verice, 1554. r



PRAF ACE ix

By Leo it appears that Caravans went from
Fez in the Empire of Morocco, throngh Segel-
mafla, fo Tombuto, which was then the Name
of a powerful Kingdom, ereited by one
Soni Heli Iichia over the Negroes upon the
River Niger. I have given all thofe Parts
of bis Book which relate to the Way that the
GCaravans took in their Fourneys from TFez
zo the Niger, which is through Morocco, crofs
the Mountains of Atlas, to the Province
of Dara, which is in Numidia, and from thence
over the Sandy Defarts of Libya.

The Portuguele for many 1ears pufbed their
- Difcoveries, and [ettled along the Weftern Coaff
of Afiica as far as Angola; they afierwards
difcovered the Cape of Good-Hope, and going
round it, (ailed to the Baft-Indies. 1hey [eitled
alfo in many Places on the Eaffern Coaft of
Africa, up even to the Red Sea s and from the
Coaft of that Sea, difcovered the Heads of the
Nile, which rifes in Abyflinia, (uhjeft to o
Chriftian ‘Prince, called The Negus. 1he In-
babitants have a Patriarch, conjecrated by
him of Alexandria.

Ludolphus, the German, bath colleiied,
partly from the Writings of the Portuguefe
Monks and Fefuits, but chiefly from the Infor-
mation of @ Native of Abyfhnia, called Grego-
1y, the Hiftory of that Country. A Chapter of
bis, relating to the Origin and Springs “of the
Nile, I bave thought proper to infert 5 fince it
contains bis Reafons for believing that the Ri-
wer Nile divides, and that the Weftern Branch

78
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of it traverfes all Africa, and falls into the
Atlantick Ocean #ear Cape Verd, and is call-
¢d The Niger Nile.

Since the declining of the Pertuguefe Power,
the Englifh, Dutch, and French have poflefféd
them(clves of this Coaft, the French having
4 Fort in the River Senegal, and another ar
Goree ; the Englith feveral Forts in the River
Gambia, and on the Gold and Slave Goafls,
and the Dutch baving taken from the Portu-
guefe St. George Del Mina ox the Gold Coaft ;
and [everal other Settlements depending thereon.

1 mention  in my Journaly that I would in-
fert @ Leiter from Governor Rogers, concern=
ing the Natives Account of the Lakes, from
which the Gambia comes 5. but that Letter
being either loff or miflaidy I bave not been
able to procure it from the Company, though
they bave been pleafed to allow me to publifb
(eweral Extraéts of Letters relating to the
“Difcovery of the Gum-Trade; a thing which,if
followed, would be of wery great Advaniageto
"England ; for there is a great deal of that
Commodity ufed in all Sitk Manufactures, and
conld it be had in the River Gambia, ¢
waight be brought to Eogland without Inter-
ruption from the French, becaufe the Englifh
Company polJe[s the Forts in the River Gambia.
But the French bave of late Lears endeavonr-
¢ed 1o monopolize the Lrade of Gum upen the
Coaft of Senegal, under pretence of an exclu-
five Right, becaufe they fland poffefled of
sep Forts on that Coaft 3 and they [up-

pore
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port their Claim. by baraffing t/qe Natives on
Shore, who attempt to trade with any Ships
at Sea, and by Squadrons of Men of War, whe
chafe off all the Ships who attempt to tradethere
with them 3 and if they could purchafe all the
Englith Forts upon the Coaft of Africa, they
wwonld then claim an exclufive 1radeto all A-
frica.

As I mentioned above, I have given Extralts
out of various Awthors; to thofe Extraéts I
have added Notes, and attempted to difcover
the modern Names of the Places mentioned by
thofe early Authors, always producing the Rea-
ons on which I ground my Belief.

1 thought my colleéting from various Authors
what is known of that ‘Part of Africa, which
lies on the Niger, would be pleafing to the
Reader, who might be defirous to [ee the whole
at one View, and [ave the Trouble of turning
to many Books. He may from thefe Colleiti-
ons form bis Fudgmenr of what is true, by
comparing one Account with the other, and [ee
whether there 15 a Probability that the Niger
and the Nile flow from the fame Fountamns,
or that the Niger and the Gambia are the
Jame. Perbaps it may give (uch Infight to
oz‘/yem‘,y who fball be bereafter employed in
that Country, as to make them pufb their Dif-
coveries farther. If I bad bad the Conveniency
of thofe Books in Africa, they would have
taught me to have made (ich Enguiries as
would have enabled me to give a much better
Account than I can now poffibly do.

LETs
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Gisniatase s tidt Urfuant to your Defire, I have perufed
B4 B B the Journal, and other Pieces, in the
- 3 following Book : They will give great
Light into .what the curious World has
long defired to know, The Infide of Afri-
ca 3 for tho’ that Country is famous in
Hiftory from the antienteft Times, yet
the Inland Parts of it are to this Hour unknown to the
Pcople of Eurape: The Bounds of it have been often
changed ; the Antients reckoning Zgypt no Part of Africa.
"The prefent Geographers divide the World into Four Parts:
"They account Africa, including gypt, as One. It is a vaft
Peninfula, joyned to 4fia by an Tthmus, or Neck of Land,
which feparates the Red Sea from the Mediterrancan, and
borders upon Fudea and Arabia. It is in Figure almoft Tri-
angular ; 4980 Miles from North to South, and 4575 Miles
from Eaft to Weft. The Northern Coaft, bounded by
the Mediterranean Sea, Was known ta the Grecians and
Romans. Upon it the Greacians fettled Cyrene, and other
Colonies 5 and the Phanicians the Great City of Carthage.
"The Romans having fubdued Carthage, conquerd the King-
doms of Numidia and Mauritania, and all that Part of
Africa which bordered upon the Mediterranean Sea, Now
<alP’d Barbary, and the Empire of Morocco: But the Ro-
m. %13
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mans never difcoverdfar beyond Mount At/as : They knew
nothing of Guinea, and very little of the Heads of the Nile.
Upon the Declenfion of the Romans, their Prqvmces in
Africa follow’d the Fate of the reft of the Empire, were
fubdued by the Northern Nations, and the (2) Vandals ere€t-
ed a Kingdom there, which was again conquer’d by the
Grezcian Emperor’s Forces under Belifarius.  "The Eaftern
Empire continuing to decline, the Arabians, under AMaho-
et and his Succeflors the Caliphs, (in whom the Powers of
Priefts, Prophets, and Kings were united) made furprizing
Conquefts by the Affiftance of their new Religion. In their
Woars, amongft other Actions, they invaded and conquer’d
Africa, a Climate pleafing to the Arabs (), being like their
own, and a Soil mix’d with Defarts, which is natural to
them. They ftrove to deftroy the Punick, the Roman, and
the old Numidian Language, and introduced the Arabick ;
yet is there ftill left among the Natives one of the antient
Languages, call’d (¢) Aquel Amarig, but whether Punick or
Numidian is not certain, There is alfo in the Mountains
of Atlas a Nation ftill remaining, who retain the (d) Ro-
man Cuftoms. 'The Mabometan Religion prevail’d univer-
fally. Their firft Conquefts were in the Time of Otman,
Third Caliph ; but on the Diffolution of the Empire of
the Saracens, in Africa, as elfewhere, the feveral Gover-
nors became Kings in their different Provinces,

(¢) Egypt was governed by a Republick of Soldiers, call’d
Mamluks, or Mamaliks, which afterwards was fubdued by
the Turkiyfh Emperor. About two Ages fince, three- Re-
publicks of Soldiers, under the Protection of the Turkih
Emperor, grew up on the Coaft of Barbary, viz. Tripoly,
Tunis, and Algiers. ‘That Part of Africa, which is now the
Empire of Morocco, was formerly divided into many Go-
vernments under different Princes or Republicks : It is very
fertile, and was very rich: The two moft econfiderable-
Kingdoms were thofe of Fez and Morocco, each of which
had a noble Town for its Capital, and flourifh’d in Arts and
Arms, and grew very rich, by reafon of the Commerce
for Gold with the Nggroes, which was then brought over
Land from Tombuto. The Natives of the Country, who
were of the Numidian and Mauritanian Race, which are

divided
(@) Vide Procopium. (%) Vide Led’s Extralls, p. 28,
(¢) Ibidem. (4) Ibid. p. 40. (e) Knowle's Hifk.

of the Turks,
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divided into Five Tribes, being drivenout upon the Arabian
Conqueft, retired Southward, and they divided all the Coun«
try of the Negroes which lies upon the Niger into Fifteen
Parts, which they call’d Kingdoms, and each 'Tribe was to
take and conquer Three of them: Which they did; . and
thefe were the Fifteen Kingdoms of the Negroes, in which
the Race of the Kings and Lords were Libyans, with high
Nofes, and thin Lips, and Aabometans by Religion, and the
conquer’d People were Negroes.

Before the Moors mix’d amongft them, the Negroes were
entirely ignorant of Arts and Letters, and of the Ufe of
Tron : “They lived in common, having no Property in Lands
nor Goods, no Tyrants, nor fuperior Lords ; but fupported
themfelves in an equal State upon the natural Produce of
the Country, which afforded plenty of Roots and Gamey
and Honey made by Bees in hollow Trees : Ambition or
Avarice never drove them into Foreign Countries, to {fubdue
or cheat their Neighbours. Thus they lived without Toil
or Superfluities (2). ~And this the Greeks and Romans be-
lieved to be the Firft State of Mankind, which they defcribe
in the Golden Age: And as there is no Winter between the
"I'ropicks, perhaps they mean that Climate, by the perpetual
8pring, they attributed to the Golden Age ; and very likely
this innocent State of theirs is the Reafon that Homer faid
Gods converfed with them, and made them every Year a
Vifit for 12 Days.

Zeds 5 in wncavoy per duvpovas AiSiomios
Xbilos ¥y pf ddira (Seo) & dpa waivles Emovm.)
Awdendry 9¢ ao adlis iadloed) olavpmorde. (b)

And thus Ovid,
Aurea prima fata éff Atas, que Vindice nulls,
Sponte fua fine Lege Fidem, Reclumgue colebat.
Pona Metufque aberant 5 nec Verba minacia fixo
FEre legebantur 3 nec fupplex thrba timebant
Fudicis

(4) ,Vide Les's Extralls, p. 65.
(b) The Sire of Gods, and all 15> E therial Train,
On the warm Limits of the fartbeft Main,
Nozw mix with Mortals; nor difdain to groce
The F-afis of /Bthiopia’s blamelefs Race :
Tivelve Days the Pow'rs indujge the genial Rite,
Returning with the Twelfth revolving Light. Pore.
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Judicis Ora [utyefed erant [ine Vindice tuti.

Nondum c&ja. fuis, peregrinum, ut viferet Orbem,

Mintibus, in liguidas Pinus defecenderat Undas ,

Nullague Mortales, preter fua, Littora norant 3

Nondum precipites cingebant Oppida Foffe :

Non Tuba direlli, non ZLris CGornua fiexi,

Non Galee, non Enfis, erant. Sine Militis ufu,

e Mollia fecure peragebant Otia Gentes. :
Ipfa quogue immunis' Raftroque intacta, nec ullis

| Saucia Vomeribus, per [e dabat omnia Tellus :

f Contentigue Cibis nullo cogente creatis,

s Arbuteos Faetus, montanague Fraga legebant,

d Cornaque, & in duris berentia Mora Rubetis,

f Et que deciderant patula Fovis Arbore Glandes.

'y Ver .erat ®ternum, placidique tepentibus Auris

r Mulcebant Zepbyri natos fine Semine Flores.

e Mox etiam Fruges Tellus inarata ferebat :

il Nec renovatus Ager gravidis canebat Arifiis.

- Flumina jam Laétis, jam Flumina Neliaris ibant 3

e Flavaque de viridi ftillabant Ilice Mella (a).

P QP o W
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No Rule but uncorrupted Reafon lknew,

And with a native Bent did Good purfue.

Unforcd by Punifoment, anaw'a by Fear,

His Words were fimple, and his Soul fincere.

Needlefs was” written Law where none opprefi'd,

The Law of Man ' was written in his Breaf?.

No fuppliant Crowds before the Fudge appear’d, 7
No Court erefied yet, mor Canfe was heard;

But allwas fafe, for Confcience was their Guard.

The Mountain-Trees in diffant Profpeft pleafe,

Ere yet the Pine defcended to the Seas:

Ere Sails were fpread, new Oceans to explore, %

o S

(3) The Golden HAge was firft, when Man yet new '§

And bappy Mortals, unconcern’d for more,
Confin'd their Wifbes to their native Shore.
s No Walls were yet, nor Fence, nor Mote, nor Mound,
. Nor Drum was beard, nor Trampet's angry Sound s
Nor Swords were forg’d ; but void of Care and Crime,
The foft Creation flept away their Time.
The teeming Earth, yet guiltlefs of the Plongh,
And unprovok’d, did fruitful Stores alluw :
Content with Food which Nature freely bred,
Q@ Wildings, and on Strawkerries, ihey fed ;

Cornels
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The LityanTribe of Sankagia(who wore Coats of Mail,were
Horfemen, and ufed Spears headed with Iron, Seymitars and
Arrows) coming amongft thefe harmlefs and naked People,
made as rapid Conquefts as the Spaniards did in America,
and contemned the Natives as much, looking upon them as

Brutes, becaufe they were not Mabkometans, nor inftruéted

in Avarice, nor ruled by Tyrants; for which the Adoord
upbraided them, as wanting the Knowledge of Religion,
Property and Government.

The Nubian Geographer, and Leo the African, give an
Account of thefe Fifteen Kingdoms, in which the Mboors
propagated the Adabometan Religion, and all the Countries
lying on the Niger, from thiopia to the Atlantick Oceany
were fubdued by them.

About the ‘14th Century, a Native Neggroe, call’d Soni
Heli Ifihia, expell’d the Moorifh Conquerors : But tho’ the
Negroes threw off the Yoke of a Foreign Nation, yet they
return’d not to theix firft Simplicity of Manners ; Tyranny,
Luxury and Avarice, which the Negroes had learnt from
the politer Moors, continued to tyrannize over the Nggroes,
after they were freed from the Men who had introduced
them : They only fhifted their Chains. and changed a Li-
byan for a Negroe Mafter. Soni Heli Ifchia continued the
Regal Government, and himfelf became King, and led
the- Negroes on to Foreign Wars, filling all Africa with
Blood and Slaughter. He conquer'd imoft of the Fif-
teen Kingdoms upon the Njger, expelling the Kings and
Moorifh Tribes from their Dominion over the Negroes. He
generally put the Kings to death ; but when he invaded the
‘Folloiffs, being apprehenfive by their Neighbourhood to the
Defarts, that they would be fupported by all the Race of
Sanbagai, he agreed to leave the Family of Sanbaga; in Pof-
feflion of the Kingdom of, Gualata, they remaining T'ri-
butary to him.  And the Family of N’jay to this Hour
continue Kings of the Folloiffs : "They feem by their Name
to

Cornels and Bramble-Berries gave the reff,

And falling Acorns furnif’d out a Feaff :

The Flow'rs unfown, in Fields and Meadow's reign’dy

And Weftern Winds immortal Spring maintain'd.

In following Years the bearded Corn enfu'd,

FErom Earth unaskd, nor was that Earth renew’d 3

From Veins of Vallies Milk and Neftar broke,

And Honey fweating thro' the Pores of Oak. GarTi.
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to be of the Tribe"Of Sanhagai 3 who, having efcaped the
Storm of Ifchia’s Arms, fill maintain the Moori/h Power in
that Country : Whereas all the reft of the Adoori/h King-
doms are deftroy’d, and Ifchia upon the Ruins eretted a
mighty Empire ; having conquer’d all from Zombuto Weft-
ward to the Sea, and Eaftward to the Frontiers of the
Aby/fines, making above 3000 Miles in Length.

Since Leo, the Europeans have had very little Knowledge
of thefe Parts of Africa, nor do they know what is become
of fo mighty an Empire : It is highly probable. that it broke
to pieces, and that the Natives again refumed their Cuftoms;
and indeed, in Gambia, as far as the Author of the Journal
has been, we find a Mixture of the Aoorifh and Mabometan

" Cuftoms with the original Simplicity of the Negroes.

In the Kingdom of Gualata, or the Folloiffs, (now Bar/fally)
Government, or Tyranny, isextended to its utmoft Lines
by the Family of the N’jay’s.  In other Parts, particularly
amongft the Mundingoes, the Authorities of the Kings are
much lefs; and amongft the Floops and Pholeys they have
no Kings atiall, the Lands in general are common, .every
one taking as much as they want, and no one defiring more
than they ufe; but the Crops are the Properties of thofe
who have tilled that Ground : And this, and the Valuing
of Gold, the Negroes have kept from the Moori/h Cuftoms,
as alfo-a great Veneration for the Mahometan Religion.

The prefent Morocco Embaflador, Admiral Perez, fays,
that the Town of Tombuto is ftill in being, and that it is
fubject to the Emperor of Adorocco, and govern’d by a Bafha
or Governor appointed by him, who is generally of the Race
of the antient Kings: And that the chief Part of the Army
of Blacks, which has made fo confiderable a Figure of late
in the Empire of Morocco, and hath made and unmade
Emperors, was raifed and is recruited from Tombuto.

As the Knowledge and Conquetts of the Romans extended
not much beyond Mount Atlus 3 {o the utmoft Difcoveries
of the Arabians, Moors and Mahometans, extended not much
totheSouth of the RiverNiger. OntheWeftern Coaftof 4fica
the Portugueze,in theYear 1498, urged on by Thirft of Gold,
and a Fondnefs of propagating by Arms the Romifh Religion,
(Enthufiafm in Religion and Knight-Errantry in Arms
being then the Fathion) difcover'd Africa to be a Peninfula,
and failed round the Cape of Gaod Hope to the Eqff Indies.
They. harrafled extreamly ghe Moorifh Governments of

A A M-
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Moroceo and Fez, came by Sea into' the'Rivers Semegal and
Gambia, and furnifhing the Natives with thofe Thingswhich
they before bought from the Adpors, turned’ the Trade of
Gold and Elephants Teeth' from Morocco to « Portugal.
Having pafs’d the Cape of Good Hupe, they' difcover’d the
Eaftern Part of Africa, and made very confiderable Settle-
ments at Mozambique, upon that Part of Africa’ which is
bounded by the Eqff Indian Sea; then entring the Red Sea,
and lending on the Af#ican Side, they difcover’d the Chri-
ian Kingdom of Abyffinia, and the fecret Heads of the
Nile; a Difcovery which had baffled the Enquiries' of alb
the antient World, which had been in vain attempted
by the Perfians, Greeks and Romans, and which was efteem’d
fo great an. Enterprize, that Lucan makes Gzjar fay,

Sed cum tanta meo vivat fub Pectore Virtuss
Tantus Amor Veri, nibil ¢ft quod nofcere malim
Quam Fluvii Caufas per [ecula tanta latentes,
Jenotumgie Capur Spes [it mibi certa vidends
Niliacos Fontesy Bellum civile relinguam (a).

And in another Place the wife Achoreus {ays,

Que tibi nifeendi Nilum, Romane, Cupido ¢/,
Et Phariis, Perfifque fuit, Macetumaque Tyrannis 3
Nullague non A 'tas voluit conferre futuris
Notitiam 3 fed vincit adhuc Natura latends.

Summus Alexander Regum quos Memphis adorat

Tnvidit Nilo, mifitque per ultima Terre

Athiopum Lellos 5. illos rubicunda perufti

Zona Poli tenuit Wilum videre calentem.

Venit ad Occafum, Mundique extrema Sefoftris,

Et Pharios Currus Regum Cervicibus ¢git : P
nie

(a)  Long bus my curions Soul, frim early Youth,
Toil’d in the noble Search of facred Truth:
Tet fill no Views bave urg'd py Ardour more,
Than Niie's remoteft Fountain to explore 3
Then [ay, what Source the famous Stream fuppliess
And bids it at revolying Periods rife;
Sheww me that Head frim whence, fince Time begun,
The long Succeffion of bis Waves bas run :
This let me know, and alf my Toils fhall ceafe 3
be §avord be fbeati’d; and Earth be blefsd with Peace,
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Ante tamén-wefiros Amnes, Rhodanumque Padumgqs
Quam Nilum de Fonte bibit. Vefanus in Ortus
Cambyfes Jongi Popules pervenit .ad &£ui,
Defectufque Epulis, & paftus Cede fudrums
gnoto tey Nile, redit (2).

A Defcriptioh. of the Fountains and Courfe of ‘the Nile

cannot but be agreeable to the Curious, and thérefore the

Chapter on that Subjeét from the Learned Ludolphus is very
sroper ; but whether the Nile divides, flowing part into
the Mediterranean, and . part into the .Atlantick Sea, and
whether the Gamibiz be one of the Branches of the Niley

the Author pretends -not 10 decide ; but hath laid all the

Difcoveries that have yet been made before the Reader.
There remains ftill unknown the Inland Parts of Africas
and-of part of thofe, the | ournal hereto annex’d. gives.an
Account ; that is to fay, of what lies,upon the River
Gam-

(3)  Nor, Czfar, is thy Search of Knowledge flrange s
Well ‘may thy boundlefs Soul defire to ‘range,
Well inay fpe frive Nile's Foumtain to explires
Since mighty Kings have fought the: fame before :
Each for-the firft Difcov’rer would - be knozon,
And hand, to future Times,. the Secret down :
But fill their Pow’rs were edercisd. in vain,
While latent Nature mock'd their fruitlefs Pair.
Philip’s; Great - Son; whom Memphis fFill recards
The. Chisf of ber:illufrious feepter'd Lords,
Sent, of . bis own; a thofen Number forth, 34
Ty trace the wond rous Stream’s myfterious Birth;
Thro Athiopia’s Plains they journey'd on,
3931 the bot Sun appos’d the burning Zone ;
There, by the God’s #efifilefs Beams repelldy
An unbeginning Stream they Bl bebeld.
Fierce came Sefolris from the Eaffern Dawn,
On his-proud Car by captive Monarchs -dravuy 3
His lawlefs Will, impatient of .a Bound;
Commanded Nile's bid Fountain to'be fourd.:
But fooner. much the Tyrant might
Thy fam'd. Helperian Po; or G
Cambyles, tos, kis daring Perfians ledy
Where boary, Aze make white the Airhiop’s-Head s
il fore difirefsd,. and deffitute.of  Food,
Heiftain'd bis hungry Jaws with buman Blood,
*Till ba'f bis Hoft the other balf 4 7
And left the Nile bebind *em wicxplord.

b
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Gambia ; and very probably this is the Country defcribed by
Leo under the Names of Ghana, Ghinea and Gualata.

Perhaps it may not be difzgreeable to the Reader, to
give fome general Notion-of the Country from the Gambia
to the Mediterranean Sea. - At a confiderable Diftance to
the South of the Streights of Gibraltar is Atlas, a Ridge of
Mountains, which run parallel to the Adediterranean Sea,
fo extreamly high, and fo little known, that the Antients
faid they fupported the Sky.

Oceani finem juxta Solemque cadentem
Ultimus Athiopum Locus eft, ubi maximus Atlas
Axem Humero torquet Stellis ardentibus aptum. VIRG.

The Land between thofe Mountains and the Sea is eX-
treamly fertile, yielding Wheat, Olives, Cattle, &. The
"Tops of the Mountains are coverd with perpetual Snow.
"The Sides are cloathed with Woods, and in their Valleys rife
thofe clear cool Streams that render Mauritania, now call’d
the Kingdom of Morocco, fertile. To the South of Mount
Atlas, extending from the Ocean to the Nile, parallel to
the Mediterranean Sea, is the Land of Dates: ‘This is a fte-
ril Country, full of fandy Defarts, producing no Corn;
yet not quite {o barren, but that in many Places the Palm-
Trees grow, and the Fruits which they yield, call’d Dates,
fupply the Natives inftead of Bread (), and ferve their
Cattle for Forage (4) ; fo that Providence hath wifely given
Food to the Inhabitants of the Defarts. This remarkable
Difference of Food, viz. eating Dates inftead of Corn,
could not efcape the piercing Eye of Homer 5 he calls them
Lotos 3 and defcribes the Wine drawn from the Palm-
Tree, as well as the fweet Dates:
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ovd’ ags Afﬂoqbloéya; ,un'(?sv g Eroi‘oozo-w’”é)\e%ov
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Awwy tpenloSuos peveldp, voss Te Aalbick (a).

To the South of the Land of Palms lye the Libyam
Defarts, one wide-extended Wafte of Sand, boundlefs, and
level to the Eye, as the Sea; and when the Wind blows,
agitated by it, which is finely defcribed in Cato ;

So, where our wide Numidian Waftes extend,

Sudden th impetuous Hurricanes defeend ;

Wheel thro’ the Airy in circling Eddies play,

Tear up the Sands, and fweep whole Plains away.

The helplefs Traveller, with wild Surprize,

Bees the dry Defart all around him rifes

And, [inother’d in the dufty Whirlwind, dies. - ‘
ATO.

Even thefe miferable Countries are inhabited : The Ara-
bians dwell with pleafure amongft the Sands ; for Leso fays,
an Arabion without a Defart, is like a Fifh out of Water.
Providence hath made Man to be capable of inhabiting all
Parts of this Earthly Globe ; and hath given to him 11;u'c1;

1§81

(a) Tbe Tenth we touch'd, by various Errors tof,
The Land of Lotos, and the flow'ry Coaf?.
We climl’d the Beach, and Springs of Water Jound,
Then [fpread our hafty Banguet on the Ground,
Three Men were fint, deputed from the Crem,
(4n Herald one) the dubious Coaft to view,
And learn what Habitants poffe/sd the Place.
They went, and found an bofpitable Race :
Not prone to ill, mor firange to foreign Gueff,
Tbey eat, they drink, and Nature gives the Feaff ;
The Trees around them all their Food produce,
Lotos, the Name; divine, nefaresus Fuicel
(Thence calld Lotophagi) which whof. tafies,
Injatiate riots in the fweet Repafts ;
Nor other Hume, nor other Care intends,
But quits bis Houfe, kis Country, and bi; Friends.

Pork.
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kind of Organs as form themfelves' to the Heat or Cold,

Moifture .or Drowth of the Climate he is bred in. The
Laplanders live with Comfort near the Pole ; and “the Liby-
ans are'happy in thefe Defarts. The fame Wifdom that
has contrived Man’s Organs capable of becoming fuitable to
the Climate, has given other Animals, and Food for -thofe
Animals fuitable to it likewife. Amongit thefe Sands there
are fome Places lefs barren, where Thorns, Briars and -the
pooreft of Herbage grows, yet {fuch as the Camels can. feed
upon. The Oftrich alfo, -and fome other kind of Creatures
found by Nature to fubfift amongft thefe Sands, live here,
and the rambling Tribes of Arabs feed upon their Flefh,
but their chief Dependance is upon the Camel, which is
theirWealth. They keep them as we do Sheep ; they make
Cloathing of their Hair for themfelves, and their Horfes
feed upon their Milk, and they alfo .eat their Fleth. The
Arabs Manner of ‘Life is :fo different from thofe Nations
who live upon Corn, and the Produce of :Agriculture, that
the Extraordinarinefs of it cannot but make the goth and
1t Pages of the Extraés, “from Leo, agreeable. To the
South of thefe Defarts lye the Rivers Senegal and Gambia,
which run parallel to the Mediterranean Sea.  All the Lands
that thefe Rivers water or overflow are fertile ; ‘for:all that
is not cultivated bears Wood, and 'what (is cultivated pro-
duces fuch Corn as grows in warm Countries, -and plenty
of Pafture for Cattle. This is inhabited by the Negroes, a
Race of People who appear to be different from the reft.of
Mankind; their Hair being woolly, and their Colour black;
their Nofes flat, and -their Lips large ; but whether thefe
are an original Race, or whether the Difference arifes fromy
the Climate, the Vapours of that particular Soil, - the Man-
ner of breeding their Children, and from the Mothers form=
ing of their Features, is not here determined, tho” there are
fome curious Faéts relating to it mention’d in: the Founzal.
The Book confifts of feveral Pieces, which are neceffary
to give the Reader a true Notion of Africa. The Authory
who hath compiled it, hath not alter’d the Traéts which
he hath quoted, but given them as they were wrote; tho’ they
{ometimes contradiét each other : By which means the Rea-
der may form a better Judgment of the Truth, than if he
was to rely upon a fingle Traveller.
The 1/7 is, Travels into the Inland Parts of Africa, being
a Journal kept by Mr Francis Moagore, Factor for -the Royal
HAfrican
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Afyican: Companys, who lived five Years'in the Country of
Gambiay travelled by Land as well as by Water, and went
up 500 Miles from the Sea. This Journal contains-a Map
of the River Gambia, froman atual Survey taken upon the
Place by Mr Fobn Leath; and feveral Draughts of Birds, In~-
feéts and Buildings.

To illuftrate his own Journal, and to thew the Truth of
it, (a Thing moft valuable, as all Rarities are in Travels) he
Has added all the other Pieces.

1/?, A Journal of Capt. Stikbs up the fame River.

24dly, Some,Rermiarks of Capt. Stibbs’s, together with the
Author’s Obfervations upon them.

3dly; Extralls from the Nubian Geographer, and from
Leo the African, a very valuable Book.

" 4thly, A Chapter from Laudolphus's Hiftory of Zthiopid, a
laborious and learned Man, who has fpared no Pains to en-
quire into the Heads and Courfe of the Nile.

sthly, The Paffage quoted from Herodotus by Ludolphus
fet down at length.

" 6¢hly, Some Words of the Mundingoee, which is the moft
extenfive of the native Negroe Languages.

7thly. Some Letters and Papersrelating to the Company
and the Gum-Trade.

" 8thly, The Journal of a Perfon who went up the River
in K. Charles the I1d’s Time : Which Journal is frequently
mention’d by Capt. Stibbs, and their Accounts differ.

And Laftly, TheRoyal African’s Company’s Eftablifhment
at Fames Fort in the Year 1730.

" Upon the whole, There can hardly be a more curious
Subject than this. The (a) Fator, in a plain honeft Way,
gives an Account of the River Gambia; where there is a
great Trade drove by the Englifp: A River, which is won-~
derful in many Things which he mentions. The Tide
flows up it many bundred Miles. The Climate fo dif-
ferent from ours, that there Is no Winter ; which occa~
fions a Difference in the whole Vegetable and Animal
World. To fhew you whereabouts this River lies, he has
collected from various Authors Accounts of thofe Countries
which reach from thence to the Mediterranean Sea over-

-againft Gibraltar, in which there is a Scene of natural
Won-

(4) Travels into the Inland Parts of Africa, trom p. 1. 10 234.
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Wonders, or rather Nature varying® from the ordinary
Method in which with us fhe works: Whole Nations
with their Herds living in Defarts almoft without Water (@);
others upon Fruits of Trees without Grain (4). 'The Heads
of the Nile are here plainly revealed (¢ ), and the Tops of
Mount Ailas made known. Nations fafe in the inacceffible
Faftnefles of thofe Mountains have preferved the Roman
Garb (d), and the Roman Courage.. And here in a few
Days Travel they mount up from the exceflive Heats of the
Delarts of Libya, to the perpetual Winter on the Tops of
Atlas. Here is defcribed the Manner and Reafon of the
(¢) Decay of the Saracen Empire, from the Height of Po-
litenefs in~ the Time of Aanfor, 0 the loweft Degree of

Barbarifm.
I am, &

2) Led’s Ext.. p» 29- %) Ibidem. Ludolph.
(HS im’:’ Ext:tp. 50.29 (r)( I)bid. pc.m45. (e SR
GRGRGR

G

()

2

AP AR RATA AR A A

E iR AR AT A
AGE 87. Line 23. for et read hardly.
P. 108. Bottom Line; for befifted rcad being.
114. L. 1. for 1724. read 1734,
159 L. 3. for Boots read Roots,
" 160, L. 15. for Pare read Pax.
. 205, L.21. for fo read to,
Part of P. 210,211, and 212, {hould be turn-comma’d, 7. e. mark’d this ¢
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Into the InLanp ParTts of

A A R Loy 886

%%‘%N the Month of Fuly, 1730, 1 ;731(_5',
A~ AdE was examined and found qualified 74
ot ! 7 by the Accomptant-General be-
% Jonging to the Royal African Com-

pany of Eugland, and by him re-
refented to the Directors as fuch : Upon The Au-
which they were pl;:aicd to appoint e a thor ap-
Writer in their Service, at their Settlement pien

] bt 4 i Wrriter to

at Fames Fort, in the River Gambia, on the the R. 4-
Coaft of Guinea, in Africa. 1In Confequence frican
thereof, I contratted with them; and on the Comp.
23d. fign’d /Articles for the Term of three
Years. A Copy of which, for the Informa-

tion of ‘thofe concern’d this Way, is given
in the Appendix, No. L,

B On

L.
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St‘fpfﬁ,}‘f Tandon for Gravefend, in order t0'go O Gam-
prember- o “in the Royal African Company’s Sloop
Dijpatch  the Difpatch, Robert Hall Mafter: But when
il‘:ffzi [ arriv’d at Gravefend, the Sloop had been
o Gam. SONE about two Hours : Upon which I a-
bia. greed with the Mafter of a Sloop call’d the
Thomas and Samuel, (bound. for Malaga, and
jult then under Sail) to carry me to the
Downs. We had not goneabove three Leagues
before fhe fprung a Leak, infomuch that fhe
was obliged to come back again to Grave-
fend 5 but a_ Fever/pam Hoy coming by at
that Time, 1 agreed with the Mafter to
carry me to Fever/bam 5 where we ar-
rived in the Night. The next Day I hi-
red Horfes, and fet out for Canterbury. 1
got frefh Horfes there, and proceeded to
Peal, where the Sloop lay waiting for a fair
e Wind, and for fear of the worft, I went on
Board her Board immediately. During the Time we lay
in the  there, feveral homeward-bound Ships came
Downs.  in, many of them with their Topmafts and
Mizenmafts loft. We had generally thick
hazy Weather, with bluftring Winds, and a
great deal of Rain.

O~ the 1oth in the Evening, the Wind
Sets fail. being fair, we weigh’d Anchor, and fet fail
in Company with a great many other out-
bound Ships. We failed pleafantly on till the
next Morning at 8 o’ Clock, at which Time
the Wind turn’d againtt us, and blow’d pro-
digious hard, the Seas ran Mountains high,
and ‘the Sloop labour’d very much, ~ Our
Rigging was out of Order, and we could
not get down OuT Topfail, but were obli(i
ge

O the 2d of Sepfembar I fer out. from I
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ged to cut it awdy, - Wecould not fee Land 1730

for Mift and Rain. The Water ran over

our Decks, and the Sloop lay along fo much,

that all our Guns on one Side were under

Water: for a confiderable Time, by reafon

of our not being able to get down our Top-

fail. We made fhift to get back to the Forced to

Downs by about 8§ at Night, where we an- put back

chored and moored, as feveral other Veflels lx"y, ftormy
eather.

had done before us.

O nx the 16th the Falmouth Man of War
came into the Dowwus, having loft her Main-
topmaft. On the 18th in the Evening, being ;
fair Weather, we fet out again for Sea. On s:;;fm 2
the 20th early in the Morning we made the "™
Iland of Aldermey, at about five Leagues
diftance. = The next Morning we faw, the high
Land near Plymouth, at about fix or feven
Leagues diftance.

Ow the 2d of Ofober, the Wind, which
had been fair for us all the Way from the
Downs, turned againft us, and blew exceffive
hard, infomuch that in the middle of the & Storm.
Night it {plit our Mainfail from Top to Bot-
tom; but having a new one on Board, we
got it bent as foon as poffible, and then la
to, with the Head of the Sloop to the Wind,
driving towards the Coaft of Barbary at the
Rate of about two Miles an Hour, our Lives
depending on the Mainfail, which we expect-
ed, by the Wind coming in fuch terrible
Squalls, te fplit every Minute.

Q&Zober.

O~ the 4th, the Seas continuing ftill to
ncreafe, and the Wind very boifterous, the

B Cap-
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1730. ‘Captain perfuaded us to bear away to the
S oar Ew neareflt Port, which was Cadiz, in Spain,
ear away 3
for the .about 130 Leagues from which we then were;
Coaft of {0 about Noon we lowered our Mainfail, and
Spain.  hoifted our Squarefail, and fcudded away
before the Wind, at the Rate of ten Miles
an Hour. The fame Evening ‘we ran by a
Brigantine, which was lying to, as we had
done.

Difcover O the 7th, the Storm began to be pretty
the Townwell over, and the next Morning early we
of Cadiz. pyade the Town of Cadiz, whofe Churches
at a Diftance look like a Fleet of Ships;
about Noon we came into the Harbour;
foon after a Boat, with the King of Spain’s
Colours and an Officer, came a-board us, to

gi‘%ﬂth' demand whence we came, and whither bound,
mmceer(fn as alfo to know our State of Health; thisis

toard. Dot only cuftomary, but very reafonable, in
order to prevent Veflels from bringing any
Infection among them, which if they have

any Sufpicion of, they will make them per-

form a Quarantine of forty Days. The

Boat ftayed on board us about an Hour,

and then went away ; the Officer at his going

took feveral of the Caprain’s Papers with

him. to the Englifb Conful, and told us not

to offer to come a-fhore till we had got a
L.icence, for if we did, we fhould cerrainly

be put to Death. The next Morning the
Captain fent our Chief Mate to the Conful,

The Au. t0 make Oath, if required, that we were all
thor, £z, well, upon which he immediately procured us
obain 2 a Licence, and then we Paffengers landed.
Bill of ‘The firft Thing I heard in Town, was, ‘that
iﬂ;};d the late Storm had forced fome of the Veflels
a-fhore,
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a-fhore, as they lay at Anchor in the Har- 1730 \
bour, and. the Captain of one of them told g
me, that he and his Men with much Diffi- \’
culty faved their Lives. Four Days we ftay’d flit
at Cadiz, during which Time I made the fol- ' !
lowing Obfervations. - f

|

CADIZ, or CALIS MALIS, was an- Situation
ciently called Gades: It ftandsupon an Ifland of Cadiz,
feparated from the Main of Andaluzia, a
Province of Spain, by a narrow Arm of the
Sea, over which there is a Bridge. It lies not
above ten or twelve Spanifh Leagues by Land
from Gibraltar, and about twenty from Se-
wille. 'This Town was firft buile by the Phe- built by
wicians, and made a great Figure in the anci- thePbeni:
ent Hiftory. It is the Port from whence all “4"
the King of Spain’s Ships are fitted out for
America, and the Channel through which the
Riches of Pery and Mexico are conveyed to
Europe. It hath been feveral Times attacked
by the Engli/b, and was taken by the Earl of
Effex and Sir Walter Raleigh, in the Reign of
Queen Elizabeth. The Town is, as I guefs’d Defcripti
by walking round the Walls of it, about three of it.
Miles in Circumference ; there a¥e fome mag-
nificent Houfes in it, but the Generality are
badly built, though all of Stone, and very
ftrong ; - the Streets ftink, by reafon of their
throwing all the Naftinefs into them. It lies
very low, and is ftrongly fortified both by
‘Workmanthip and Nature. 'All the Part to-
wards the Harbour is furrounded with Rocks,
that ftretch out above a Mile from the Town,
except only at the Place where the Boats land,
called the Mole-bead, upon which there are
two lofty Pillars of white Marble erected, and

B2 on
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on each are the King of Spain’s Arms finely
¢afved. That Part of the Town which does
not face the Water, is ftrongly fortified with
Baftions and Outworks. About a Quartet of
a Mile from the Mole-bead is a Gate, and a
conftant Guard, which fearch all Perfons that
pafs; when you are through that Gate, you
come ihto the Herb-Market, where is a fine
Stone Bafon with Steps round it, erected;in
¢the Middle of 'thé Market-Place. - On the
Right-hand of this Market is 4 Street with
Shops on both Sides of it, and Stalls in -the
Middle, like unto thofe in Covent-Garden at
London.

Tue Women generally go with their Hair
tied up without any Caps; they feem to be
very agreeable, and have fine black™ Eyes,
but wear Veils, and fometimes cover their
Faces with the Tails of their Gowns, which
they generally wear loofe; but thofe Ladies
who go abroad in Coaches, wear no Veils
at all.

Tue Churches are very numerous, and
finely adorned with gilded Altars, carved
wooden Images drefs’d in rich Cloaths, athers
of Wax-work, and a vaft Number of Can-
dlefticks, in which are Candles always burn-

Manner ofing. Here I faw two Burials, different from

Burying.

any I ever faw before: One of ‘the Perfons
deceafed, after having had Mafs {ung over
him in a Church, was carried in a Coffin
(covered with Fifh-fkin) to a burying Vault
a preat Way under the Church, where was
neither Bones nor Coffins to be feen, only a
Heap of about 300 Skulls, piled upon one

ano-
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another like Cannon-Balls in a Fortification. 1730
Here the Corps was prought by four Men,
who threw it off their Shoulders out of the
Coffin, and there left it, carrying the Coffin
back ~with them. The other Perfon had
Mafs fung over him by about an hundred
Priefts, all drefs’d in White, with long Wax
Candles burning in their Hands, which they
carried before the Corps, along the Streets,
to the Church. As foon as Mafs was over,
the Perfon was taken out of his Coffin with
his Shroud on, in the Middle of the Church,
and was put into a Hole about two Foot
fquare, with his Feet firft, and as foon as
the Corps was in, the Hole was ftop’d up,
under which, I fuppofe, there was a Vault.

Tu e Coaches are not drawn by Horfes, Coaches.
but by Mules, and inftead of fitting on the
Coach-Box, the Coachman rides upon one of
the Mules; this is faid to owe its Original
to a Nobleman’s lofing his Life by the Evi-
dence of his Coachman, who overheard what
he faid in the Coach, as he fat upon his
Box.

A~ Inhabitant of the Town told me, that g, ion.
there were then in this Town ten Regiments
of Soldiers, but fuch poor Creatures I never
faw, moft of them being fuperannuated, and
fcarce able to carry their Arms. Their Fruit,

fuch as Apples, Grapes, and Pomegranates provifions
are very plenty, delicious, and cheap. The
Wine is very ftrong and good, and fold by
Retail at - about four Shillings per Gallon.
The Bread 'is nothing near {o good as our
B 4 Englifh,

.
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Englifb, it is'four, occafioned by!its being
raifed with Ledven inftead of Yett.

A T about two Leagues Diftance I faw the
Spanifh Flotilla lying in the::Harbour, near
which is a Caftle built in theSea, iniit, Iam
told, are 100 Pieces of Cannon.

AsouT five: Miles Weft, -and direétly
acrofs the Harbour from Cadiz, is a Town
called Port St Marysy which was; in the
Time of Queen Anne, taken by the Engli/k
Forces under the Command of his: Grace the
Duke of Ormond, where the King of Spain
has a fine Palace, that at a Diftance looks
fomething like the Royal Hofpital at Green-
wich.

I't is very dangerous to be abroad in this
Town ‘after it is dark, for during the fhort
Time I was here, two Perfons were mur-
der'd pafling the Street by Night; one of
them was laid on a Bier all Day in the open
Marker-Place, to fee if any Body would own
him, as well as to gather Money to bury
him; when I faw him, his Brains were run-
ning out, the Spada having went in at his
left ‘Eye, and out at the back Part of his
Skull : This was an Engli/hman, but the other
was a Spaniard, whom I did not fee, but a
Perfon that faw him, told me that the
Wound was given him in at his Back, and
went quite through his Body.

Ox the 13th, having taken in freth Water,
and mended our Rigging, Sails, &c. and the
Wind being fair, we weighed Anchor for

Sea ;
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Sea: as foon as we were got out of Sight of 1730.

Land we met with Calms, {o that we meaved
but flowly.

On the 19thy we had a great Deal of
Thunder, Lightning, .and Rain, and in the
Evening we caught a Hawk, altho’ we were
a great Way out of Sight of Land.

O~ the 20th,. we had a very hard Gale of
Wind right againft us, we were obliged to
lye to, with the Head of the Sloop to the
Wind, as we had before done, during which
we had a great many Very hard Squalls of
Wind, accompanied: with dreadful Thunder,
Lightning, and Rain.

Onx the 21ft, the Sloop {prung a Leak
ander the Captain’s.Cabbin, we were afraid
we {hould have been obliged to run back to
fome Port or other to have it ftop’d, ~but by
the Diligence of the Boat{wain and Carpenter
they found it out, and ftop’d. it.

Ox the 25th, about 4 © Clock in the
Evening, we made Pualma, one of the Canary
Iflands, -and -tho? we judged ourfelves to be
fix Leagues from it, -the Top feemed to be
above the Clouds.

Tuese Canary Iflands are in Number
< . ﬂ)llli‘y
twelve. They were difcovered about the Iflands.

s¢ Year 1420, for King Henry 1L of Spain,
¢ by Febn de Betancour, a Frenchman.  In
<« them he left Mafiot de Betancour, his Ne-
¢ phew, who conquered Gomera, and ex-

<¢ changing them with Prince Henry for fome
¢« Land

9
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Land in Madera, he went and lived there.
And whereas the lflands were twelve in
Number, and there remained eight not con-
quered, viz. Grand Canaria, Palma, Gra-
ciofa, Infierno, Alegranca, Santa Clara,
Rochey, and Lobos, the Prince fent a Fleet,
in which were 2500 Foor, and 120
Lances, commanded by Don Ferdinand de
Caftro, who landing there converted many
Infidels. But upon Complaints made
from Spain, to whom that Conqueft apper-
tained, it was given over. = Afterwards
King Henry IV. of Portugal gave them to
Don Martin de Ataide, Count of Atonguia.
And laftly, in the Treaty between Alpbonfo
of Portugal, and Ferdinand of Cafitle, it
was agreed that they belonged to Caftile.
The Inhabitants of thefe Iflands were go-
verned by a certain Number of Perfonss
they varted in their Worthip; they ufed
no Weapons but Sticks:and Stones ; their
Cloathing, upwards, was Skins, the lower
Part, a Covering made of Palm-Leaves
of divers Colours; they took off their
Beards with fharp Stones; their Governors
had the Maidenheads of all Women that
married ; they feafted their Guefts with
them at their Vifits ; their Children fucked

¢ Goats; and their common Food was

‘Wheat and Barley, Milk, Herbs, Mice,
Lizards; and Snakes *.”’

Tu esz Iflands now belong to the King

of Spain, and areentirely inhabited by the Spa-

* Vid. Difcovery and Conqueft of the Indies by the

Portugusfe.

. 7
niards,
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niards, the whole Race of the Natives being 1730 ‘
by them extirpated. The Engli/h had for-

metly a great Trade for Wine here,” but now |
it is much leffened. - In one of thefe Iflands _ l
is the Pike of Teneriffy formerly believed to |
be the higheft Land in the World, but that i
Opinien is now much difputed.

Ow the 26thy veryearly in the Morning,  Feppe,
we had the Glimpfe of another of the Canary
Iflands called Eerros it being very hazy Wea-
ther,  we were got within a League of it be-
fore 'we faw it. At Day-light we plainly
faw the Breakets which furround:it, and
a'great Number of Rocks, particularly one
at the Weft End of it, which; atabout two
Leagues Diftance, refembles St. Pauls Church
at London. About Noon we had a ftark
Calm (which I find are very frequent about
thofe Iflands) and having a very great North-
Weft Swell we were all Hands obliged to tug
at an Oar, and it was no {imall Fatigue to us
to prevent the Sloop’s being hove upon the
Rocks. In the Evening there was a pretty
freth Gale fprung up fair for us, upon which
we made what Hafte we could towards Gam-
bia, having for three Days together a great
deal of Thunder, Lightning, and Rain.

On the 2d, we crofs’d the Tropick of, Cancer, Nevember.
and this Morning {pied the Land off Gape Blan- Cape Blan-
co, at about fix Leagues diftant. Saw feveral % 0 iy
. . . ontinent
Tropick Birds, which are very remarkable, by of 45ica.
a fingle Feather in their Tails about a Foot a0t
long.  We faw alfo great Numbers of Flying Birds.
Fifh; fome are as Jarge as fmall Herrings, their Flying
Fins are in Length and Breadch proportion- Fifb.

able
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able to Wings, and fo long as thefe Fins con-
tinue wet, fo long they can fly; I believe
fome of them flew half a Mile on a Stretch.
The Dolphin 1s a great Enemy to thefe
Fifh, and to his chafing them we owe the
Pleafure of {feeing them fly, which is in
order to avoid his Jaws. The Dolphin is
reckon’d to fwim fwifter than any other Fifh,
and altho’ they fly from him, yet does he
often catch them after they have fled even a
long' Way. The Dolphins are generally
painted with twifted Tails, but I never faw
fo ftrait a Fith; we caught feveral of them,
by making an artificial Flying Fifth, and
fkipping it to and fro very faft, on the Sur-
face of the Water, at the Stern of the
Vefiel.

O~ the 6th, we fpied the Land near Seme-
zal River, ¢ Which was firft difcovered about
“ the Year 1420, by Lancelot, Servant to
¢¢ Prince Henry, -the fifth Son of King Fobn
““’ 1. of Portugal: It was by the Natives
«¢ call’d Owedee, but received from Lancelot
¢« the Name of Saraga, becaufe a Biack of
¢ that Name was releafed there. It was then
¢ believed to be one of the Branches of the
““ Niley, becaufe they were informed that it
¢ rofe far to the Eaftward *»

Ture next Day we made Cape de Verde,
particularly the two Paps. ¢ This Cape
¢ was difcovered about the Year 1419, by
¢ Dinis Fernandez a Portugueze, who valued
““ himfelf upon it nota little, and returned

* 7id. Difc. and Cong. of Ind. by the Portuguef.
.o
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¢¢ to Portygal highly pleafed with his Dif- #730.

& covery *.”

O the gth, we made Cape St Mary’s, and Cape St
the fame Evening came to an Anchor at the May's-
Mouth of the River Gambia, at fuch a Dift- mpe River
ance as not to diftinguith well the Shore ; Gambia.
but the next Day, as we failed up the River
near the Shore, the Country look’d beautiful,
being for the moft Part woody, but between
the “Woods pleafant green Rice Grounds,
which after the Rice is cut are ftocked with
Cattle. About Four in the Afternoon we
pafied by Charles Ifland, which lies on the
North Side of the River, very clofe to the
Shore of the Kingdom of Barrah. ' About
Eight at Night, being within a Mile of
Fames Fort, we had from thence a Shot fir’d
over us, to bring the Sloop to; we came to
an Anchor, and the Captain went afhore
with his Letters, and returned about Mid-
night.

O~ the 11th, at Sunrifing, we faluted the
Fort with feven Guns, and had five returned.
After which, we Paflengers went a-{hore, ThePal-
wiz. Mefl. Charles Houghton and Fobn Hamil- fengers
ton, Fa&ors, Pbhilip Galand and myfelf; land.
Writers. When we landed, the Soldiers
were drawn up before the Gate, 'a File of
which conduéted us to the Governor. In the
Evening, one of the Soldiers died, by Name
Fobn Skinner, having been ill a long while ;
he had been about three Years in the River
Gambig, but-before he came ever thither had

¥ lbidesn.
ruin’d
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1730. ruin’d his Conftitution in the East and West
Indies.

Fames FAMES 1SLAND lies almoft in: the

Yand. - Middle of the River Gambia, which is here,
at leaft, feven Miles wide. It belongs to the
Royal African Company of England, who pay
a imall annual Tribute to the King of Bar-
rab for the fame. It lies three Miles from
the neareft Shore, and about ten Leagues
from the River’s Mouth. At low Water it
1s about three Quarters of a Mile in Circum-
ference, upon which there is a fquare Fort of

The Fort: Seone regularly built, with, four Baftions;
upon each are feven Cannons well mounted,
which command the River all round.  Under
the Walls of the Fort, facing towards the
Sea, are two round Batteries, on each of
them are four large Cannons, well mounted,
which carry Shot of 24 Pounds weight,  and
between thofe are nine fmall Guns mounted
for Salutes.

In the Fort are fome very good Apart-
ments, in which the Governor, chief Mer-
chants, Factors, Writers, and Enfign lye,
and under fome of thefe Apartments are very
good Storehoufes,

The Gar- O~ e Officer, one Serjeant, two Corpo-
rifon. rals, one Gunner and Gunner’s Mate, and
thirty Soldiers, are by the Eftablifhment the

Sicknefs Garrifon of this Fort: But Sicknefs, occa-
occafion’d fion’d chiefly by the exceflive drinking of di-
bny Drink- illed Liquors, often reduces it to a very
e weak Condition, till fuch Time as Recruits
can be raifed in Eugland, and by the Compa-

ny
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ny fent over hither. The Soldiers and Tradef- 1730

men, and other Servants, lye out of the Fort,
in Barracks built, as the Fort is, with Stone
and Mortar : The Whole is fortified with
~ Palifades, and furrounded with the River, that
makes an excellent Ditch, being (as I faid
before) three Miles wide in the narroweft
Part. There are alfo other Barracks built
oppofite to thofe of the Soldiers, for the Ufe
of the Company’s Caftle Slaves and Black
Servants: Under them there are Storehoufes,
and under thofe of the Soldiers are Slave-
houfes.

In the Day-time there are three Sentries,
one at the Gate of the Fort, one at the Door
of the Publick Room, and another walking
round the Fort, to fee what Boats come and
go to and from the Ifland, and to report the
fame to the Governour: Thefe are duly re-
lieved every two Hours. Towards the Even-
ing there is a Sentinel pofted on the Baftions
within the Walls of the Fort, whofe Bufinefs
it is to challenge all Boats or Canoes that
come near the Ifland ; and if they refufe to
anfwer at three times challenging, he fires
his Mufquet at them, and by that means a-
larms the Fort. At Night when the Gates
are lock’d (which is whenever the Governour
pleafes to order it) two Sentinels patroll
without the Fort to take care that the Slaves
do not rife or mutiny, and that no Boats
come or go from the Ifland without Permif-
fion. Every now and then they cry, Al is
awell, if they find it fo; but if they find it
otherwife, they fire their Mufquets to alarm
the Fort.

THE
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T 1 & Fort is called Fames Fort, and is the
chief Settlement that the Royal African Com-
pany have in this River. This Fort keeps

Keeps the the Right of Trading to the River Gambia

for the Company, and confequently for the
Subjeéts of England. Were this onee in the
Hands of the French, who, I am very, well
inform’d, in the Year 1719 would have pur«
chas’d it for the Mififippi Company, could
they have obtained Leave for the fo do-
ing, they would then exclude not -only the
Company, but all other Nations, from Tra-
ding hither, as they already have from the
Coaft of Senegal, where they maintain an ex-
clufive Trade by Force, and take all Ships.
This they juftify by two Forts, which they
poflefs on the Coaft of Senegal. The Royal
African Company. of England had formerly

an exclufive Trade here ; but for the En-

couragement of the Plantations in America,
the Parliament thinking fit that all his Maje-
fty’s People fhould enjoy the Liberty of
Trade to Africa, for the Company’s Right,
and in Equity to them, who are at the
Charge of maintaining the Forts for the Be-
nefit of others, did firft grant them Ten per
Cent. upon all feparate Ships that fhould
Trade -tc the Coaft, and fince that ceafed,
have tor fome Years paft granted to the
Company 10,000 /. each Year for the Main-
tenance of their Forts.  This is a very ‘ad-
vantageous Bargain to the Nation ; for as
thefe Forts are neceffary to be kept up as
Marks of the Britifp Pofleflions in Africa,
if the Company did not maintain them, the
Crown would be obliged to do it, or let
them fall into the Hands of Foreigners, and
it
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jefty’s Commiffions, three or four times as

| much as it does now. By this Agreement,

befides a free Trade, the feparate Traders
have had their Ships often affifted, their Car-
goes taken off at good Prices, and have
reaped feveral other Advantages, as well as
the Publick : And the Increafe of Duties,
which arifes from the Increafe that thefe
Advantages have made in the American, as
well as the African Trade, more than makes
up to the Publick, the Money that is given
by them for this Purpofe.

Besipes the Fort, thereare feveral Faétories

) up theRiverfettl’d for theConveniency of T'rade.

T hey are all under theDirection of theGovernor
and chief Merchants at this Fort, to whom
the Faétors remit all their Trade.  For this
Purpofe the Company have here three or four
Sloops of about thirry Tons each, and about
the fame Number of Long-Boats ; fome of
them are conftantly employed in fetching
Provifions and Water from the Main for the

! Ufe of the Garrifon, and the reft are em-

ployed in carrying Goods up to the Factories,
and bringing from them Slaves, Elephants
Teeth, Wax, or whatever Trade they have
by them, down to Fames Fort; from whence
moft of it, except Slaves, is fent home by
the Governor and chief Merchants to the
Company in England. Thefe Faltories are
{upplied with Factors fent over by the Com-
pany ; or, for want of them, the moft-able
Writers, who have given Security to the
Company for their Honefty, which is gene-

C rally

X7

it would coft the King to maintain them with 1730,
‘the Garrifons and Governors under his Ma-
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‘like Sum. Notwithftanding this giving Secus

ito call them to Account on their Bonds at

JOTRAVELS o the |

rally done by twe Bondfmen for the Sum
10007 befides the Perfon’s own Bond for thé

rity, feveral of the Company’s Factors have
been fo bafe as to embezzle their Goods, and
fquander them away to the Amount “of very
large Sums; yet have they met with fuch
Indulgence from the Court of Chancery, thal
I have not known one Inftance of their ever
being ‘able to oblige the Bond{men to pay the
Penalties of their:Bonds. TFor the Factors
and Chiefs, when the ‘Company has begun

Common Law, have thfown the Difpute inta
Chancery s and if the Perfons with whon
they tranfated are not Chriftians, Oaths cannaot
be adminiftred, nor Evidence given by them,
for want of which the’ Company “has beei
defrauded with Impunity 5 and, unlefs they
had ‘more Power over their Servants, thejf
will run great Rifque of their fill fuffering
confiderably. The Governors and  Chief
always take care to fupply their Fatories uf
the River with Goods in the dry Seafon, fal
it is impoffible to do it after the Rains art
fet in, by reafon of the River running cor
tinually down ‘with a rapid Stream for fome
Months together. ;

1 smavrL give a fhort Defcription of this
River, and begin from the Point of Barraly
which forms the Mouth, and fo up the Norf
thern-fide to Fatatenda, the fartheft Plach

that I have been, and which is 500 Mildl
from the Sea ; then I fhall begin at Caoplp
St Mary's, and defcribe the South-fide of thif
River to over-againft Fazatenda. |

Deferiptiof)
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Defeription of 'the North Side of the
River GAMBIA, from the Mouth

to FATATENDA, being 220 Leagues.

H E Mouth of the ! River!Gambia lies
in 13" 200 North Latitude,-and in 15’
20° Welt Longitude.' It is form’d on the
North Side by Barrab Point, andon the South

by Banyon Point, about four Miles over. . But

fome think that it reaches lower, and that
it is, form’d by the Broken lflands on the
North, and Cape §¢ Mary's on the South;
and I am apt to think, that the latter Opi-
nion is the trueft.. . Barrah Point is inthe
Kingdom of Barrah, the King is by Race:a
.ZVm/dzngo, and Tributary to him of Barfally.
In this Country the Royal African. Company
of England have two Factories; one at Gillyfree
over-againft Fames Fort; the other at Colar,
which 1s up a River of the fame Name, that
empties ltﬁ,lf through one Mouth into the
Gambia, about ewht Licagues above Fames
Ifland. = In this I\mOdom, about fix Leagues
from the Sea; is Gharles ]/Z/Z?ld lying w1thm
a  Mufquet-Shot of Barrab Shore, on which
Illdnd there fofmerly was a Fort, but now it
is gone to rain. . There are alfo two Shoals
of S$and and Rocks in the River, on the Coaft
of: this Kingdom; that is-to fay, one at Le-
main Point, the other at Scaca Poinf; the
former ly“w about fix Miles: below Fames
Fort, the latter the fame Diftance above
it. ~ Fames Ifland lies oppofite to Gillyfree,
from which a Spir of Sand and Rocks
(-3 runs

1730.

Barjally.

Charles
1fland.

il
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1730. runs out a good Way to the N. N. W
vulgarly call’d the Company’s Spit. Several
Ships, particularly {ome from Livergool, have
run aground upon it, but by the Company’s
Affiftance have got off again without any
Damage or Charge; and tho’ fome mutft in-
evitably have been loft, if not affifted by the
Fort, yet have the Mafters refufed figning
an Acknowledgment of their having been fo
affifted, giving no other Reafon for it, than
that their Owners had not order’d them to
fign any fuch thing. Since they were to do
nothing without Orders, we defired to know
whether their Owners order’d them to run
aground upon the Spir?

Cuftoms = T o this King the Separate Traders gene-
paid in -rally pay Cutiom, which amounts to about
Barrah.  (Ope hundred and twenty Barrs, it being a
Country of good Trade, efpecially when the
Merchants come down with their Slaves, which

happens according to the Numbers they bring,

which are fometimes fo large, that the Compa-

ny’s Faétories up the River are not able to pur-

Reafons  Chafe them all s and very often when they can
for the fell themall up the River, yet if they hear that
Merchants there are a good many Ships in Barrab, they
fgx“gg“f‘; will bring their Slaves down to them, having
the River. found by Experience that by White Mens out-
bidding one another, they have fometimes

had very large Prices for their Slaves, where-

as had they not been fo eager to buy from, and

out-bid one another, they might have bought

the Slaves for half the Money they paid for
them.—Unlefs the feparate Traders pay their

Cuftom here, the King will not allow them

to have either Wood or Water in his Coun-

trys
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try 3 for which Reafon only a pretty many 1730
Mafters of Ships chufe to pay the King’s Cu-

ftom, and yet do not ftay to trade here, but .
proceed directly up the River. This Country’

reaches about 20 Leagues along the River, Barrab,20
and then begins the Kingdom ot Badibu. In Leagues.
it, and over-againft Zancrow, 2l in Caen, which

lies on the South-fide of the River, is an

1fland, parted only by a {fmall Gut of Water

' from the Main-Land of Badibu. Thislifland

formerly ufed to {upply the Fort with Stones;
but in the Year 1733, Mr Richard Hull, the
Royal African Company’s chief Merchant at
Fames Fort, found Plenty of Stones much
nearer the Fort on another {mall Ifland, till
then not perceived tobeanIfland.  The King
of Badibu is a Mundingo, and his Country ex-

tends about 20 Leagues. Badibiy20

Leagues.

Tue next is called Sanjally, a petty King-
dom, but not tributary to any other. This
King is likewife a Mundingo, whofe Domini-
ons extend about fourteen Leagues along o . .
the River Side; and then begins Bar/ally, ,4jLeaé,
which is a very noted Country, governed by
a King of the Folloiff Nation, of whom
more will be faid. In this Country is the
Company’s chief Fadtory of Foar, clofe to
the Town of that Name, and about two
Miles from the River, the Road to which
lies one Mile over a fine pleafant Savannah,
the other Mile along a narrow Creek. The
Separate Traders generally come up hither
to trade at Rumbo’s Port, which 1s about
three Miles from Foar, and the fame Diftance -
from Cower, where is the greateft Refort of
People, and the moft Trade of any Town in

C3 the
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the whole River 3 for it is to this Place that
the Merchants always bring their Slaves, pro-

. vided that they are not in great Hafte to return

Bar/alh,

home, or cannot meet with a very good Mar-
ket for them before they come down fo low.
At Foar the Water of the River is.always
freth.

T uzr Country of Barfally extends itfelf
about fifteen Leagues along the River, and
then begins the Kingdom of 2any, by the
Nubian Geographer called Ghana, which is
large and wide, and divided into two Partss
one called the Upper, and the other the
Lower 2any, each governed by a diftinct
King, one a Jolloiff, the other a Mundingo.
In the Lower 2any the Company have a {fmall
Fa&ory at Zanimarew, kept by a Portuguefe,
whofe only Bufinefs is to buy Corn and Rice
for the Ufe of Fames Fort. Upon the Shore
of  this Kingdom lies Bird Ifland, about
twelve Leagues .above Joar, upon which
there is fcarce a Tree, but it feems to be
marfhy Ground.  About  thirty Leagues
above this Ifland, near the fame Shore, are
feveral other Iflands, called Sappo, ~which are
very numerous, and fome of them very
large, but-not inhabited ; there is one above
them called Lemain Ifland, about four Leagues
in Length, on which are great Numbers of
wild Beafts and Palm Trees; which induces
the' Natives to go often to them, to hunt,
and draw Palm Wine. - About fix or feven
Tides above 2Yanimarew, is the River Samy,
which rifes a vaft Way in-land; it abounds
in Crocodiles, and is faid to part Lower
from Upper Zany, it enters the Gambia be-

tween
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¢ween Bricoe and J?zmymsz:mda. Thefe two
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Kingdoms reach about eighty Leagues along: 4., 8o
the Rivers and the next to them is Woolly, Leagues.

through which Coantry the Merchants, are
obliged to pafs on their Way down to Cower.

Waoolly extends itfelf a long Way up the Zoll, 7

River, but at about feven Leagues from Yany
is the Company’s Factory of Fatatenda,
where the River is as wide as the Thames at
London Bridge s and to which:Sloops of forty
Tons come up with Cargoes 3+ and the Tides
rife three or four Foot high, This is about
oo Miles on the North Side the Raver
Gambia, 1 fhall not pretend to give an
Account of Places higher up, on this Side
of the River s becaufe I/ never was above Fa-
tatenda s therefore 1 fhall return to the Sea,
and briefly run-over:the Countrics on the
South Side.

Defcription of the South Side of the River
GAMBIA, from the Sea, to_over-
againft PATATENDA, being 500 Miles.

Leaguess

Leagues,

F l 1HE Kingdom of Cumbo extends itfelf Cumbo, 11

about eleven Leagues from Cape §¢ Ma-
ry’s, which is at the Entrance of the River
Gambia, toa Place called Cabaia River, noted
for Plenty of Goats, Fowls, and Cattle.
There’s a2 common Word in the Mundinge
Language, fignifying an Ox, Bull, or Cow,
which they call Nega, and they diftinguifh
Cows from Bulls by the Addition of the

Male or Female Gender, as Neefa Mooja, 2
(G Cow,
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Cow, Neefs Kea, a Bull 3 the Engli/b tranflat-
ing this Word with the Female Gender, call
21l Carttle, Cows, tho’ there is fometimes but
one Cow in ten Head. In this Country the
Company have a fmall Factory, to purchafe
Provifions for the Support of the Garrifon
at Fames Fort.

Tue next Country is Fomia, it begins
where Cabata River falls into the Gambia,
and reaches to the River Vintain, beingabout
feven Leagues along the River Side, but in-
land it is very large, and governed by two
Emperors, who are of a Banyoon Race, which
is a Sort of Floops, and have each their di-
ftin& Diftriéts. And now I fpeak of Empe-
rors, I muft obferve that when thefe Countries
were firft difcovered, they were then large,
and worthy of that Title; but tho’ they are
now much leflened, not only in Territories,
but by having fold into Slavery infinite Num-
bers of their Subjects, yet do they ftill re-
tain their ancient Grandeur of Titles, in be-
ing called Kings and Emperors.

BerwekeN Fonia and Caen, lies the River
Vintain, whofe Mouth is about a Mile over ;
this River is navigable a great many Leagues.
About three Leagues from the Mouth of it is
the Town of Vintain, fituate in Fonia, and
above that, on the fame Side the 'River, is
Geregia, at each of which Places the Com-
pany have a Fatory, chiefly. for Elephants
Teeth, Bees-wax, and other dry Goods.

Over-AGAINST Fames Fort, uear the
Main, on the South Side the River 1s an
1fland,
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Iand, lately difcovered to be fuch, called 1730
Cabufbeer lfiand, feparated from the Main ¢ 2.500r
only by a large Brook. This Ifland produces 7/and.
great Quantities of Iron-Stone, with which

it now fupplies the Fort, whereas before the

Year 1734 we were obliged to fend for Stones

from an Ifland beforementioned over-againit
Tancrowall.

T uw e next Country to Fonia is Caen, go-Caen 23
verned both by an Emperor and a King, Leagaes:
both Mundingoes, who have their different
Revenues arifing from the Cuftoms and other
Things. In this Country the Company have
a Faory fettled at Tancrowall, which is a
large Town clofe to the Water-fide. Above
that Town, about three Leagues, area Par-
cel of Rocks, at a Place called Tendebar, ly-
ing a good Way out from the Shore, which
are dry at Low-Water. This Country ex-
tends about twenty three Leagues along the
River-Side.

Tur nextabove Caen, is Fagra, famous7agra 12
for laborious People, by which Means it Leagucs
abounds with Corn and Rice. In this Coun-
try is Elephants Ifland, which is four or five
Miles long, full of Trees, and withal marfhy.

This Kingdom extends itfelf about twelve
Leagues; and then begins the Country of
Yamina, which abounds chiefly in Corn and yymina,1 4
Fowls: In it is a large Ifland, which is very Leagues.
pleafant; likewife a {mall Ifland, almoft in
the Middle of the Gambia, called Sea-Horfe
Hfland, full of Trees, and marfhy Ground, a-
bounding in Sea-Horfes, from whence I be-
lieve it takes its Name. This Country ex-

tends
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1730.  tendsabout fourteen Leagues; and then is E7o-
Eropina, pina, a petty Kingdom, extending about 14
14 Leag. Leagues along the River Side. After which
Femarrow, Degins Femarrow, governed by an Emperor,
32 Leag. who is a Mundingo; here the Company have

a Settlement near a large Town called Brucoe,
which is inhabited by People of the Mundin-
go Race, but firict Followers of Mabomet,
About half a Mile below this Town is a
Ledge of Rocks dry at Low-Water, which
reaches from the Northern Shore & of the
Way over the River, and leaves fo narrow a
Channel under the South:Shore, that it is
very dangerous for large Ships to pafs it, and
our Sloops are obliged to-take the Opportu-
nity of flack Water to go through this Place,
which is called Phdley’s: Pafs.. In the. fame

Pholeys . Empire, ~about nine- Miles -above Pholey’s

Pzg/i.

Pafy are a great many Rocks, near a Town
called  Dubosunda, which reach -from- the
South Side -2 a-crofs-the River 5 and about
three Miles above this, is another Ledge of
Rocks, dry at low Water, but there is a deep
Chanoel on thie North Side.. ' This Country
runs about thirty two Leagues along the Ri-
ver; and- then begins Tomany, which 1s a
very ~ large Country, confifting of more

%M"%)Zé Towns than any other: which I know on the
Leagues. whole River. The Company have a Factory

at - a {mall Town called Yamyamacunda,
which makes a confiderable Trade in'dry
Goods, provided it is well fupplied: A little
below the Town, in the Middle of the Ri-
ver, are fome Rocks, but never drys and
over-againft the Fa&ory, on the North Side
the River, about half a Mile from it, is a
{tanding Lake, about two Miles long, which

abounds
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abounds in Fifh. This Country extends up' 1730

the River Side about twenty fix Leagues,
and is governed by a Mundingo, by Name
Hume Badgy, of whom more will be faid
hereafter.

AsovE Tomany begins Cantores in which,
on’ the ‘South Side of the River, and about
fix Miles below Fatatenda, is a Town called
Colar, fix Miles beyond which is the fartheft
I have been ; and it being little - known to
white People, I fhall conclude with faying
that Colar in Cantore (for there is another Co-
la¥ in Barrab) is, -1 believe, about 500
Miles from Cape 8t Mary's, the South Part
of the Entrance into Gambia River.

Havinc given an Account of the River
as far as I can, by my own Knowledge, the
Curious, I believe, will be defirous to know
the Heads of the River, and the more inland
Parts of Africa. I therefore fhall, for their
Satisfaction, give what I could learn of it
from the Accounts of the Natives, which 1
cannot affirm as certain, but fhall add the
Authority on which I found my Rela-
tions.

Tue Company have been very defirous to
know how far the Gambia was navigable, and
to open new Trades up that River. They
{ent over fmall Sloops in Frames for Difco-
veries, ‘and Mr. Thomas Harrifon, one of our
chief Merchants, went up the River, 'in a
Sloop, for that Purpofes and his’ Return
from that Voyage is herein mentioned, on
the 1oth Day of Fune. 1732. Upon Exa-

mination
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mination of this Matter, I found that Mr
Harrifon hirfelf did not go far above Fa-
tatendas but remained in the Sloop, and
fent up a Boat on Difcovery, with Mr Fobn
Leach, who went about twenty [eagues, and
then beginning to want Provifions, and un-
dergoing feveral Hardfhips, and alfo difco~
vering {fome Rocks that feemed to crofs the
River, had not Time or Conveniency to
fearch whether there was any Paflage among
the Rocks. But by the Tradition of the
Country People, the River is paflable a great
‘Way farther up, to fome large Lakes. Others
belicve that the Semegal, which falls into the
Sea on the North, and the Caffamanfa, which
falls into the Sea on the South, rife both out
of the fame Lakes as the Gambia doth, and
that thofe Lakes are fupplied by a Branch
which feparates from the Nile, after it leaves
the Mountains, and the Kingdom of the Aby/-
[fines. Herodotus, and long fince him, the Nuybian
Geographer, both fay, thata Branch of the Nile
runs weftward, and after a very long Courfe
falls into the Atlantick Ocean. What makes
this feem improbable, is, the great Diftance
from AZibiopia to the Mouth of the Gambia 3
but if we confider that the Mountains of A¢-
las run from Nubia, Faft and Weft, to Cape
Blancos which hinders any River, rifing in
the South of Africa, from falling into the
Mediterranean Sea s it will be lefs difficult to
believe that if a Branch of the Nile does di-
vide to the Weftward, it muft fall into the
Ocean by the Gambia, Senegal, and Sierra
Leone, being augmented it its Paflage by all
the Waters which fall to the South of Mount
Atlas. ‘This is certain, that the Sea-Horfe,

the
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the Crocodile, and other Animals for which 730
the Nile is famous, abound in the Gambia :

It alfo overflows at a certain ftated Seafon.

But thefe being Matters of Curiofity, we

muft leave to the Learned to difpute, and to

fome future Difcoverers, by Experience, to

clear up.

Tupse different Kingdoms upon the Banks Inhabi-
of the Gambia are inhabited by feveral Races 2::]7:.’5
of People, Mundingoes, Folloiffsy Pholeys; Floops X
and Portuguefe : The moft numerous are call'd pmndin-
Mundingoes, as i likewife the Country where goes.
they inhabit: They are generally of a black
Colour, and well fet. When this- Country
was conquer’d by the Portuguefe, which was
about the Year 1420, fome of that Nation
fettled in it, who have cohabited with the
Mundingoes, till they are now very near as
Black as they are ; but as they ftill retain a . .
fort of a baftard Portuguefe Language eall’d 1 1 rouass:
Creole, and as they chriften and marry by the i
Help of a Prieft fent yearly over hither from
S. Fago, one of the Cape de Verd 1flands,
they reckon themfelves ftill as well as if they
were actually White, and nothingangers them
more than to call them Negroes, that being a
Term they ufe only for Slaves, and their not
underftanding the true Meaning of the Word
is the Reafon of their being fo very much
affronted at it.

O v the North Side of the River Gambia, Folbiffs
and from thence in-land, are a People call’d
Folloiffs, whofe Country is vaftly large, and
extends even to the River Senegal. Thefe
People are much blacker, and much hand-

fomer




&

56 TRAVELS into the

1736. {omer than the Mundingoes, for they have not
the broad'Nofes and thick Lips peculiar to
the Mundingoesand Floops. In fhort, all the
Countries hereabout (and I have feen vaft
Numbers' of ' People from each) ‘cannot come

Exceeding Up to ‘the  Folloiffs for Blacknefs of Skin,
Black. and Beauty of Features.

I~ every Kingdom and Country on each

Side of the River there are fome People of

Pholegs. 'a tawny Colour, call’d Pholeys, much like the
Arabs 3 which Language they moft of them

fpeak, being to them as the Latin is in Eu-

rope, forit/is taught in Schools, and their

Law, the Alcoran, isin that Language. They

are more generally learned in the Arabick,
than thé People of Europe are in Latin, for
they can moft’ of them fpeak it, tho’ they
have a vulgar Tongue befides, call’d Pholey.
They live'in Hoards or Clans, build Towns,
and are not fubjeét to any Kings of the Coun-
try, tho’ they live in their Tefritories 5 for
if they are ili-treated in ‘one’ Nation, they
break up their &owns, and remove to another.
They have Chiefs of their own, who rule
with fo much Moderation, that every Act of
Government feems rather an Aé of the Peo-
ple than of one Man. This Form of Go-
vernment gocs on eafily, becaufe the People
are of a good and quiet Difpofition, and fo
well inftructed in what is juft and right, that
a Man who does ill, is the Abomination of

all, and none will fupport him againft the
Chief.

I~ thefe Countries the Natives are not ava-
ricious of Lands ; they defire no more than
what
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what they ufe; and as they do mnot' plough 1732

with Horfes or Cattle, they can ufe but very

little,” therefore ‘the Kings are willing to give ‘

the Pholeys Lieave to cultivate Lands, and live

in their Countries. '~ They plant near their

Houfes Tobacco, and all round their Towns

they open for Cotton, which they fence in

together ; beyond that are their Corn-Fields,

of which they raife the four Kinds ufual all

over this Country ; that is to fay, Indian

Corn, or Maife, which ‘grows in great Pads,

and is the Food of the Natives of America,

as well as Africa, ‘therefote is fo well known

asnot to need being defcribed : Befides which

they have Rice, and the larger and the leffer

Guinea Corn. InGambia isno Wheat, Barley,

Rye, Oats, norany other European Grain 3 but

there is a kind of Pulfe between the Kidney-Bean

and Pea, and Potatoes and Yams. The Indian Indian

Corn they fet in Holes, three or four together, Corn-

ahout four Foot diftant from eachother, fo that

it growslike Hops. T his fhoots toabout eight

or tén Foot high, being a large Cane, with

the Ears growing out of the Sides.© TheRice, Rice.

which is the fecond Kind, and efteem’d their

choiceft Food, they fet in Rills, ‘as we do

Peafe 3 it grows in wet Grounds, the Ears Larger

like Oats. The largerGuinea Corn is round, and Guizez

about the Size of the fmalleft Peafe: They Cone

fow it by Hand, as'we do Wheat and Barley 3

it grows to nine or ten Foot high, upon a

fmall Reed 3’ the Grain is at the Topin a large

Tuft. The leffer Guinea Corn is call’d by the

Portuguefe Manfaroke. This likewife is fowed Manfa-

by Hand, and fhoots to the fame Height, roke.

upon a large Reed, on the Top of which the

Corn grows, on a Head like a Bulruth : The
Grain
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Grain itfelf is very fmall, and like Canary-
Seed in Shape, only larger.——Thefe are all
the Bread-Kind that are ufed in Gambiz ; and
indeed the Natives make no Bread, but eat
the Flower of the various Grains, as Thick-
ners to Liquids. The Indian Corn they moft-
ly ufe when green, parching itin the Ear upon
Coals, and then it eatslike green Peafe. They
boil their Rice chiefly as the Turks do: They
always by beating in wooden Mortars make
Flower of the Guinea Corn and Manfaroke,
as they do fometimes of the two former Spe-
cies. The Natives never bake Cakes or Bread
for themfelves (as I faid before) but thofe of
their Women accuftomed to Europeans have
learnt to do both.

I mave chofe to mention their various
Kinds of Grain, now that Iam fpeaking of
the Pholeys, becaufe they are the greateft Plan-
ters in the Country, tho’ they are Strangers
in it. They are very induftrious and frugal,
and raife much more Cern and Cotton than
they confume, which they fell at reafonable
Rates, and are very hofpitable and kind to
all 5 {o that to have a Pholey Town in the
Neighbourhood, is by the Natives reckon’d
a Bleffing. And their Behaviour has gain’d
them fuch general Reputation, that it is u-
niverially look’d upon as infamous to violate
the Laws of Hofpitality towards them. As
their Humanity extends to all, they are dou-
bly kind to People of their own Race, info-
much that if they know of one of them be-
ing made a Slave, all the Pholeys will redeem
him. And as they have plenty of Food, they
never {uffer any of their own Nation to want s
but
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but fupport the Old, the Blind, and Lame,
equally with the others ; and, as far as their
Ability goes, affift the Wants of the Mundin-
goes, great Numbers of whom they have main-
taif’d in' Famines. They are very rarely
angry, and I never heard them abufe each

other ; ‘yet this Mildnefs does not proceed

from want of Courage, for they are as brave
as'any People of Africa’s and the Folloiffs,
nay even the King of Barfu/ly does not dare
to meddle with them. They ufe their Arms
very dexteroufly,which are the Lance, a Sagay,
Bows and Arrows, fhort Cutlafles, which
they call' Fongs, and Guns upon Occafion.
They fettle commonly near fome Mundingo
Town, there being fcarce one of any Note
or Bignefs (efpecially up the River) but what
there is another of' thefe Pholeys not far from
it. - They are ftrict Mahbometans 3 none of them
(unlefs here ‘and there one) will drink Bran-
dy, or any thing ftronger than Water and
Sugar.

33
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Temper,

Religiqn.

Tury breed Cattle, and are very dexte- Caxdle,

rous at managing them, fo that the Muudin-
goes leave theirs to their Care; the whole Herd
belonging to Towns feed all the Day in the
Savannahs, and after the Crop. 1s off, in the
Rice-Grounds: They are watched by fome
Herdfinen, who prevent their going into the
Corn, ‘ot running into the Woods. They
have a Place near each Town for the Cattle,
in the Middle of which they raife a Stage
about eight Foot high from the Ground,
and eight or ten Foor wide: To this is a
Ladder, and over it a Roof of Thatch, with
the Sides all open. They drive great Num-

D bers
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1730. bers of Stakes in-Rings round the Stage, and
every Night they duly bring up the Cattle,
who are {o tame, and well accuftom’d to it
that they come up with Eafe; each Beaft is
tied feparate to a Stake, with a {trong Rope,
which - they make: of the Barks;of Trees.

Milk. After the Cattle aretied; they milk the Cows,

and four or five Men ftay uponthe Stage all
Night, with their Arms, to guard them from
the Lyons, and other wild Beafts. . ‘T'he Calves
they wean from the Cows, and keep.inja, com-

Breed. mon Penn, which is made; with fo firong and

high a Fence round. its, that no, wild Beaft can

pafs it. . .In the Morning they againimilk the

Cows, and then let them go into. the Savan=

nahs, as ufual.

““"Tuxry are great Huntfmens: . They. kill

‘ Lyons, Tygers, and other wild Beafts, and
: Manner of often, go twenty, or. thirty in a Company to
Hunting. hunt Elephants, whofe Teeth they fell, and |
whofe Fleth they fmoak, dry and eat, keeping

it feveral Months together. The Elephants
Elephants (as they 1ay) generally go an hundred or two
:;‘:c}“"‘ hundred in a Drove, and do great Mifchief;,
y not only to the fmall Trees, which they pull

§ up by the Roots with their Trunks, -but like-
l wife to the Corn: To prevent which, the Na-
i tives, on Notice or Sufpicion of their coming,
} make Fires all round their Corn to keep them
” out; for if they get once in, they will with
; their broad Feet trample it down for perhaps
; half a Mile together.

L WerEk it not for thele Pholeys, 1 believe,
f many of the Mundingoes would want Sufte-

nance, they {elling them a great deal of Corn:
’ They
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They-are:almoft -the:only People who make 1730
Butter, which they barter up: the River for:
Salt. They are very particular in their Drefs, ghi}‘
and never wear any other than white Cotton -
Clothesy which they make themfelves. . ‘They

are always very clean, efpecially the Women,

who keep their Houfes very fweet, and which Buildings:
are builc inia very regular Method; a good

Way diftant from each other, to avoid Fire;
forming very: good Streets and Paflages, a

‘hing 'which ‘the ' Mundingees do. not regard.

'T have given a Draught of a Pheley Town,

vith' their Cotton and Cattle Ground, mofk

of their Towns are upon the fame Model.]

They are great Admirers of large white, apd

arge yellow Beads, which laft are call’d by

heir owm Name, viz. Pholey Beads.

T mesxt-are almoft the only People high

ip the River, of whom Beafts can be purcha-

ed: (Wealed to purchafe a Cow for an Iron

barr, but of late fome of the Mafters of the

loops in this River have raifed the Prices, {o

hat now.:we are obliged to give fometimes
wo-Iron Barrs for one Beaft, it beinga very

ard Matter ‘to make them lower the Prices

gain, ‘'when once they. have had an Opportu-

ity-of rdifing -them. They are very Super- g4 Nog:
itious in fome-Things, one of which is, that ons, '
" they khow any Body boils the fweet Milk

thich “they +buy -of them; they will not for

ny Confideration fell that Perfon any more,

ecaufe theyfay, that beiling the Milk makes

16 Caws-dry.

Oix -the South-fide jof :this River, over-
sainft Fames Farey in. the: Empire of  Fonia, Fayia,
D2 and
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and but a little Way inland are a Sort of
People call’d Floops, who are in a manner
wild: They border clofe to the Mundingoes,
and are bitter Enemies to each other. Their
Country is of a vaft Extent, but they have
no King among them, each of their Towns
being fortified with Sticks drove all round,
and filled up ‘with Clay : They are indepen-
dant of each other, and under the Government
of no one Chief; notwithftanding which, they
unite fo firmly; that all the Force of the
Mundingges (tho’ fo very numerous) cannot
get the beteer of them. In the Year 1731,
the Governour of Fames Fort fent a Sloop
‘and a Shallop on a trading Voyage to Cutcheo,
a Settlement belonging to the Portugucfe, ly-
ing about twenty Leagues to the Southward
of the Mouth of this River, and in their Way
thither in going up a River the Shallop ran
aground on a Place belonging to the Floops,
who came down in great Numbers to the
Water-fide, and dattack’d the Shallop with
Bows and Arrowss; which being well-mann’d
with about five white armed Men, and feven
Caftle-Slaves, who on Occafion ferve as Sol-
diers, they fought bravely; “and kill’d a great
many of the Floops. In about half an Hour’s
time the Water rifing, and the Shallop being
afloat, it gave the Floops the {lip, and left
them to bury their Dead. When the Sloop
return’d to Fames Fort, the Governor gave
each of the black People a new Suit of Clothes.
Thefe Floops have the Charalter never to for-
give, or let the leaft Injury go unrevenged ;
but then, to make amends, the leaft good
Office done them is always repaid by them

Gratitude. .2
atitade. ik o grateful Acknowledgment.

GamBIia
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G AmB1 A River is navigablé for Sloops 1730
above 200 Leagues, the Tides reaching fo
far from the Mouth of it.© The Sides of the
River are for the moft part flat and woody,
for about a quarter of a Mile inland, in {fome
Places not fo much, and within that are plea-
fant open Grounds, which they ufe for their
Rice, and in the dry Seafon it ferves the Cat-
tle for Pafture.  Inland it is generally very
woody, but near the Towns there is alwaysa
good large Space of clear’d Ground for Corn.
The Soil is moftly Sand, with fome Clay, Soil onthe
and a great deal of rocky Ground. Near the Banks of
Sea, and the lower part of the River, are no tcjmlg}fr
Hills to be feen; but high up the River are .
fome lofty Mountains, from the Tops of
which are pleafint Profpeéts. 'The Hills are
of Iron-Stone; and tho’ they ‘are fometimes
little elfe but a continued hard Rock, yet are
they full of Trees. In every Kingdom there Lords of
are feveral Lords of Soils, commonly call’d the Soil.
Kings of the Towns where they dwell. Itis
their Property to have all the Palm-Trees
and Ciboa-Trees, infomuch that no one durft
cut any Leaves, or draw any Wine from them,
without their previous Knowledge and Confent.
The Men who have the Liberty of drawing
Wine, give two Days Produce in a Week to
the Lord of the Soil, as an Acknowledgment ;
and White Men are obliged to make a fmall
Prefent to them, before they can have liberty
to cut Ciboa Leaves or Grafs to cover a
Houfe. - And here perhaps it will not be im-
proper to mention the Palm-Tree, a fine ftrait palm.
Tree, that grows to- a prodigious Height ; Tree.
out of it the Natives extraét a fort of white
Liquor like Whey, call’ld Palm-Wine, by

' D 3 making




Wethod of
climbing
Trees.

T R AV E L S into the

making an Incifion at the Top of :the Trunk
of the Tree, to which they apply Gourd-
Bottles 3 into them runs the Liquor by the
means of a Pipe, which they make of Leaves.
This Wine is very pleafant to drink asfoon as
drawn, being extraordinary fweet, but is apt
to purge very much: In a Day or two it fer-
ments, grows hard and ftrong; like Rbenifb
Wine, at which time the Natives drink it in
abundance, ‘it being then no way prejudicial
to the Health. It is very furprizing to.fee
how nimbly the Natives will go ‘up thefe
T'rees, (which are fometimes fixty, feventy,
or an hundréd Foot high, and the  Bark
{mooth.) They: have' nothing.to-help them
to climb, but a-Piece of the Bark of a Tree,
made roundlike ‘a Hoop; with which they
enclofe themfelves -and the Tree, and {ofetr
ting their Feet againft the Treey|and their

' Backs againft the-Hoop, (upon which their

Cihpa-
Tree.

Lives depend) they ga up very faft;: Some-
times they ‘mifs their Footing, and fall dowsn
and lofe their Lives.

T & £ Ciboa-Tree is very much like a Palm-

Tree, and grows -to: a great Height: The

* Leaves which grow on the Top are very ufe~

Language,

ful for covering of Houfes, and the Natives
extraét Wine out of -it juft the fame Way as
out of the Palm-Tree: It is mot quite fo
{weet as the Palm-Wine; but taftes: not un-
like it.. . The Trunk of this ['rees when young,
is, as' well! as the Palm, very fappy s but
when old, is very: tough.

T u £ moft general Language is Mundiingoe,
by which Name the Country and People are
call’d :
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call’d :'If you'can fpeak that Language, you
friay travel from the River’s Mouth up to the
Country of Fomsoes (alias Merchants ;) fo call’d
from their buying every Yeara vaft Number
of 'Slaves ‘there, and bringing them down'to
thé lower Parts of this River“to. fell to-the
White Peoplé = Which ‘Country, 1 believe,
cannot by all Reports be'lefs than fix Weeks
Journey from Fames Fort. - .

T u £’ next ' Language moftly us’d here is
call’d Creole Portuguefe, a baftard Sort of Por-
tuguefe, {carce underftood in' Lisbon 5 but it is
fooner learnt by Ewnglifhmen than dany other
Language in this River, ‘and is always {fpoken
by the Linguifts, which ferve both the fepa-~

w
1730:

rate Traders and the Company. ' The two 4,chor
foregoing Languages T learnt whillt in“the leams it.

River.

T u e Arabick is fpoken by the Pholeys, and
by mott of the Mabometans in the River, tho’
they are Mundingoes ; but thofe who can write
Arabicky are very {tri¢t at their Devotions three

or four Times a'Day, and are very fober and ggp ..«
y

dbftemious in their Way of Living, chufing
rather to dye than drink ftrong Liquors, and
rather faft than eat any thing which is not
kill’d by one of their own Way of Thinking.

They have a great Veneration paid them by gupery,
all the Mundingoes, infomuch “that if any of tion.

them are'ill, they apply to a Mabometan for
Cure's but not by inward Potions, as any
one would reafonably imagine, but they put
fo much'Faith 'in' them, that they defire them
only to write ‘a fort of a Note on a {mall
Picee of Paper, for them to wear about them,

D 4 imae
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1730, imagining that as they have a Paper about
them written by ‘a Holy Man, no Ill can
happen to them, -or continue long with them:
But the worft of it is, that they pay a great
Price for thefe Papers; by which means the

Buferines Mabometans, commonly call’d Bufherines; are
generally richer, and have greater Plenty of

Things about' them, than the Generality of
the Muyndingoes.

A mo N GsT the Mundingoes there is a Cant

Language, entirely unknown to the Women,

being only {poken by the Men, and is feldom

us’d by them:in:any other Difcourfe than

concerning a'dreadful Bugbearto the Women,

Mumbo-  call®d Mumbo-Fumbo, which is what keeps the

Fumbo.  Women in awe: Andtho’ they thould chance

to underftand this Language,  yet weére the

3 Men to know it, they would certainly mur=
i der them.

Brsiprs the foregoing Languages, there
are alfo others which every Kingdom has pe-
culidr to itfelf; fuch is that of the Floops, Ban-

‘ soonsy Folloiffs, and Bumbrongss the latter of
’ which are very diftant from the River ; in the
‘ Merchants: Country.

| Trade. Trz dief Trade of this Country is Gold,
Slaves, Elephants Teeth, and Bees-Wax. The
‘ Gold is of a very good Quality, and finer
than «the Sterling Gold. They bring it in
fmall - Barrs, big in: the middle, and/ turned
) round into Rings, from 10 .to 40 each.
| e | The Merchants who bring this and the other
Inland Commodities, are Blacks of the Musn-
dingo Race, and are call’d in Mundingo, Fon-

A
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¢coes.. They are very unwilling to tell much = 173% |
of the Inland Countries; all that I could ga-

ther from them ‘concerning the Gold was, that

it is not wafh’d out of the Sand, but dug out Gold,
of Mines in the Mountains, the neareft 20 how got.
Days Journey from Cower. In the Country

where the Mines are, they fay there are Houles

built wich Stone, and cover’d with Terrafs s

and. that the fhort Cutlafles with wooden
Handles, and Knives, which they bring down

with them, are made there, the Steel of which

is very good.

T ax. {ame Merchants bring down Ele- ‘
phants Teeth, and in fome Years Slaves to Slaves.
the Amount of 2000, moft of which they ;
fay are Prifoners: taken in War: They buy
them from the different Princes who take
them; many of them are Bumbrongs and Pet-
charies, Nations who each of them have diffe-
rent Languages, and are brought from a vaft
Way inland.  Their Way of bringing them
is, tying them by the Neck with Leather-
Thongs, at about a Yard diftance from each
other, 30 or 40 in a String, having generally
a Bundie of Corn, or an Elephant’s Tooth
upon each of their Heads. In their Way
from the Mountains they travel thro’ very
great Woods, where they cannot for fome
Days get Water, fo they carry in Skin-Bags theiry
enough to fupport them for that Time. ' 1 Water,
cannot be certain of the Number of Mer-
chants who follow this Trade, but there may
perhaps be about an Hundred, who go up
into the Inland Country with the Goods,
which they buy from the White: Men, and
with them purchafing in various Countries

Gold,
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TRAVELS into the'

Gold, ' Slaves and Elephants ‘Teeth. - They
ufe Affes as ‘'well ‘as Slavés!in ‘carrying ‘their
Goods, but no Camels nor Horfes,

B & sT5 £§ 'the Slaves which the Merchants
bring 'down, ‘there are’many bought alohg
the River. "Thefe are'€ither taken in War,
as the former are, or elfe Men'condemni’d: for
Crimes; or élfe People 'ftolen, which s’ very
frequent. ' The Company’s Servants never buy
any of ‘the laft, if they fufpeé it,  withoit
fending for the Alcade, or chief- Men of the
Place, and confulting with them about the
Matter. Since this Slave-Trade has been'us’d,
all Punithments are chang’d into Slavery's
there being an’Advantage on fuch Condemna-
tions, they ftrain for Crimes' very hatd; ‘in
order to''get the Benefit of felling ‘the Crimi-
nal. ‘Not only Murder, ‘Theéft and Adultery,
are punifh’d"by felling ‘the’ ‘Ceiminal ‘for a
Slave; but!every trifling 'Crime 'is punith’d
ml the Jame manner.

T wer'e2was a Man broiight 'to ' me 'in 7o~
many, tobe fold for having ftelen a Tobacco-
pipe. - I’ fent for the Alcade, ‘and with much
ado perfuaded ‘the-Party grieved 'to ‘accept of
a Compofition," and leave the Man free.

I'n Cantore, a Man féeinga Tyger eating

a Deer,' whieh he had'kill’d and hung up near
his Houfe, fir’d at the Tyger, and the Bullet
kill’d a Man: The King not ‘only condemn’d
him, but alfo his Mother, three Brothers and
three Sifters; to' be fold.They were brought
down .'to me at' Yamyamacanda 3 it made
my Heart ake to fee'them, and I did not buy
them s
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them 3 upon which: they were fent farther
down the River, and fold to fome feparate
Traders Ships at- Joar, and the King had the
Benefit of -the:Goods for  which they were
{old. :

43
1730.

SevEeRraL of: the Natives:have /many Family-
Slaves born, in!their Familiesi:| There’ is:a Slaves.

whole Village near.Brucoe of 200 People, who
are all the Wivess Slaves, ror Children of one
Man. And tho’ in fome: Parts(of ' dfritk
they.fell their Slaves born:in the Family, yet
in. the - River - Gambia they::thinki it a very
wicked -thing ; and I-never heard.of but one
that . ever fold, a:-Family-Slave, except for
fuch Crimes as, would have made them to be
fold had they been free. If there are many
Family-Slaves, and one of them commits a
Crime, the Mafter' cannot fell him without
the joint Confent of the reft 5 for if he does;
they will all run away, and be protected by
the next Kingdom, 'to which' they! fly. The
Slaves fold in the River, befides thofe brought
by the Merchants, may amount in a Year to
about 1000, more or lefs, according to the
Wars upon the River. '

Tue third great Merchandife of -the Ri-

ver is [vory; or Elephants Teetli; got either Ivory.

by hunting or killing the Beafts, or pick’d
up in the Woods. | It is-a Trade us’d by all
Nations hereabouts, for whoever kills an E-
lephant has liberty to {ell him and his Teeth 3
but thofe traded for in this River are general-
ly brought from a good Way inland, and a
great many of them by the Merchants. 1
never faw a full-grown Elephant, fo fhall not

fpeak
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fpeak concerning them ; but the Teeth I have
had fome Experience in. Some are found
in the Woods; but whether they are of Ele-
phants long dead, or whether the Elephants
thed their Téeth, I have not been ablé to
learn: ButI have known Men bring in Teeth,
which they have found in the Woods, without
any Skull or Bones fix'd to them: The big-
geft Tooth Iever faw, weigh’d 130/, The
larger they are, the more valuable by the
Pound. One Tooth which weighs 100 Pounds,
is worth more than three Teeth which weigh
140 Pounds. 'Many of them are broken-point-
ed, thefeare confiderable lefs in their Value;
fome are white, others' are: yellow, but’the
Igifferencc of Colour makes no Difference of
rice. :

T u & 4th Branch of Trade is Becs-Wax
which may be much increas’d. The Mundin-
goes make Bee-Hives of Straw, in Shape like
ours, and fix a Bottom-Board into the Hive,
thro’ which there is a Hole for the Bees to
go in at3 they then {ling them by Wyths to
Boughs of Trees. When they take the
Combs they fmother the Bees, and prefling
off the Honey (of which they make Honey-
Wine) they boil up the Wax with Water,
ftrain it, and prefs it through Hair-Clothes,
into Holes made into the Ground for that
purpofe.” They make and fell ‘Quantities of
it in this River. That which is cleareft
from Dirt s the beft 5 we try it by boring
through the Cakes, which are from 20 Pounds
to 120 Pounds Weight,

A
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A Baggr is a Denomination given 0 8 4 parr

certain Quantity of Goods, of “any Kind,
which Quantity was of equal Value among
the Natives to a Barr of Iron, when this Ri
ver was firft traded to.. Thus, a2 Pound of
Fringe is a Barr, two Pounds of ‘Gunpowder
is:a Barr, an Qunce of Silver.is but a'Barr,
and 106 Gun-Flints is a Barr; -and each Spe-
cies of trading Goods has a Quantity in it
called a Barrs therefore their Way of reckon-
ing is by Barrs, or Crowns, one of which does
not fometimes amount to above one Shilling
Stérling ; but that happens according to the
Goods which they are in Want of, fometimes

cheap, fometimes dear.  Thefe five Articles, Heads of
wiz. Spread-Eagle Dollars, Cryftal Beads, Goods.

Iron Barrs, Brafs Pans, and Arrangoes, are
called the Heads of - the Goods, becaufe they
are deareft. When you agree with the Mer-

chants for Slaves, you always agree how ma-:

ny of the Heads of the Goods you fhall give
him upon each Slave, which is three or four,
if Slaves are worth forty or fifty s but when
Slaves are dearer,: as they oftentimes are, at

eighty Barrs per Head, then you muft give Price of
five, and fometimes fix of the Heads uponSlaves,

every Slave; and there is an Aflortment made
of the Goods, ' by Barrs of different Species,
which come out to the Price of the Slaves.
The Men and Women ufed to be much
dearer than Boys and Girls; but there have
been fo many Veflels in the River of late
Years, for youngSlaves, to carry to Cadiz
and Lifbon, that there is {carce any-Difference
between the Prices of young Slaves and
grown ones. :
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I ArRr1vED (as I mention’d before) on the
tenth of / Novermber, and 1 had to myfelf a
good'Apartmeng, near the Compting-Houfe.
I dicted with the reft of thes Writers, at what
was the fecond Table; 'we had frefh Provifions
in Plenty, there being a Beaft killed every -o-
ther Day ;- we had Fowls brought daily by the
Natives,: to fell to the Governor, and he allow-
ed any Perfon, who did not care for Beef,' to
have them at a wvery eafy Rate. Our Table, as
well as the Governor’s, wasalmoft every Day
fupplied with Greens: out of’ the: Company’s
Garden’ at Gillyfree, and for which we paid no-

thing. Flower we were well fupplied with by

the Company;and having a Baker on the Iflandy

--and an Qven; we had very good Bread made us

Wafhing; :

every Day. Oyfters we had when 'we pleafed,

for at Low-water we could get themat:the:IN.
N. W. Point of the Ifland.. We had Wine and
Brandy at a moderate Price, and when there was
any Quantity of Beer.on the Ifland, /we were
allowed a preity good Share of it: * In:fhort,
we wanted - for nothing that was neceflary in
regard to/Diet 5. but then it is right for every
one who comes over. here, to: bring Beddingy
Chefts; . and Cloathing. It/ is ufual, as foon
‘as.a Perfon arrives here, .-to agree! with fome
Woman-at Gillyfree to wafh - their Linnen,
which they do by the:Month; and with Soap
of _their .own making, reckon’d exceeding
good 3 {0 that it is unneceffary to bring Seap
out of England. .When any one wants to go
a-fhore, it isibut afking l.eave of the Go-
vernor, who feldom denies it. {

O the 12th of Novembery our third chief
Merchanty, Mr. Thomas Harrifon, went. up
the
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the River, ‘on board the Company’s Sloop, 1739
Adventure, 1o fettle.a Faltory at Tancrowall,
which' lies on 'the/ South - Side -of the River,
about twelve Leagues above fames Fort.

O the 13th! came up toithe Fort ithe Sloop ar-
Company’s Sloop Fame, .. Jobu Boys Com-g't"e:;f:“‘
mander, having been on a trading Voyage to ¥
St Fagos one of ithe Cape.de ¥etderIflands,
from - whence - the, 'brought = fome:- Porta-
guefe -Mafons, to’repair the Forts! drnever
was at-thefe Iflands;: but Dampier -gives-the
following - Account, |'which  agrees With wimt
I have generally heard.

s« SATNT FAGO is a Town lying on the iip
s« South-Weft. Part of one of :the Cape: d¢ ﬁ;ﬁoﬁ{‘a:d
¢« Verde Iflands, of the fame Namé}uiwhich
«¢ is the Seat of the General Governor, and
s¢ of . theBithop: of @ll the Cape\de’ Verde:
¢« Iflands. . This Town ftands. '{cattering
¢ againft the-Sidées of ‘two Mountains;  be-
s¢ tween which: thefe is.a deep Valley, 'which
s¢ i3 about 200 Yards wide, againft the Sea.
s¢ In the Valley, by! the Sea, there isa firag-
«¢gling Street,»Houfes on each Side, and a
<¢ . Brook of - Watér!in:the Bottom, which
¢ .empties itfelf into-a fine fmall fandy: Bay,
¢¢ where the Sea is:commonlyvery {fmooth;
s¢ fo that heré is good Watering ‘and Landing
¢ at any Time, tho’ the Road 15 rocky,
¢¢ and bad for Ships. Juft by the Landing-
s Place there is'a {mall Forty. almoft level
ss. with the Sea,where is always a Court of
#¢ Guard kept:» On:the Top: of: the Hill,
¢ above the Town, there is another Fort,
¢ which, by the-Wall that is to be feen from

) $¢. the
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the Road, feems to be a Jarge Place:
They have Cannon mounted there, but I
don’t know what Ufe that Fort can be of,
unlefs it be for Salutes. = The Town may
confift of 200 or 300 Houfes, all built of
rough Stone, having alfo one Convent,
and one Church.

<t The People, in general, are black, or
at leaft of a mix’d Colour, except only
fome few of the better Sort, viz. the Go=
vernor, the Bifhop, fome Gentlemen, and
fome Padres, or Priefts, for fome of thefe
alfo are black. The People about Prays
are thievith, but thofe of St Fago Town,
living under the Governor’s Eye, "are
more orderly, tho’ generally poor, having
little Trade. '

« SAINT FAGO Road is one of the
worft that I have feen. There is not clean
Ground enough for' above three Ships,
and thofe alfo muft lye very near each
other ; one even of thefe muft lye clofe:
to the Shore, with a Land-faft there, ‘and
that is the beft for a fmall Ship. The
Ifland Fuogo thews itfelf, from this Road,
very plain, at about feven or' eight
Leagues Diftance; and in the Night are
feen the Flames of Fire iffuing from its
Top*.”

T ue Governor and chief Merchants of

Fames Fort do fometimes fend Veffels to thefe
Iflands for Salt, which is one of the belt

% Dampier’s Yoyages.
Com-
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Commodities for, Gambia River, In the Year 1730.
1733 they fent a Scooner thither, at which
Time the People of &7 Sugo were in fuch
Wint of Corn, by Reafon’ of their havig

had no Rdin, that they were almoft ftarved;

and conrracted: with the Company’s Supercar-

o, for 4 Ldding of Corn, in Barter for
Skins, ' which 'i1s a  great Trade at thefe
Iftands.

O'x the 7Zth, failed the Company’s SnoW, Ship fails
Guinea Pacquet, Capt. William Martin, on' a down for
trading Voyage down the Gold Coaft, and fo t(}:le g"ld
to Cape Coaft Caftle, the head Settlement the
Company have in all Africas with her went
Mr ' Philip Galand, my Ship-Mate, in order
to learn the Coaft Trade. Abour Midnight
our Enfign was called down by the Centinels, Bcei ale
who were then on Duty, in order tO Pre- tempt an
vent the Slaves from making their Efcape, Efcape.
they having got an Iron Bar out of the Slave-

Houfe Window 3 but it was then too fmall
for a Man to get out at, fo that they were
taken and fecured in another Place for that
Night, and on the next Day the Ringleader
of them being found out, and proving to be
an old Offender, he was ordered one hundred

Lafhes.

Ol the 16th, Mr Fobn Hamilton, my Ship- Faftory
Mate, was ordered up to manage the Factory f‘;a;“”"“”
at Tancrowall, now fettling there by Mr Har-
rifony chiefly for Bees- Wax, for. which they
muft pay a dear Rate, there being a Compe- A Portu-
titor, called Seignior Anionio Vofs, a noted guefe Black
Black Portuguefe, who lives near the Factory, df;‘; “
and trades very largely ~with moft of our Frade

E Eng/i//) there
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1730, Engli/b feparate Traders who ufe this River,
and very often trades with the Company,
He is reckon’d go be worth 10,000/, Ster-
ling, has got a vaft Number of Houfe-Slaves,
(viz. Slaves which live with him as Servants,
a Grandeur much ufed both by the Portuguefe
and Spaniards) which he keeps for Service and
Breed, and are efteemed by him almoft as
much as his own Children. And as he has
got a great many Canoas, he fends his own
Men-Slaves with them to all Ports of Trade
up the River, and by that Means engrofles
a great deal of Trade; infomuch that he has
commonly a great many Slaves, and good
Quantities of Elephants Teeth and Bees-
‘Wax by him, with which he turns a Penny
with the feparate Shipping, and is well
{killed in his Way of bartering, he being
thoroughly Mafter of the prime Coft, in
L England, of all forts of Goods, taking always
\, care to keep his Warchoufe well ftocked with
Goods, and has the upperhand vaftly of fome
of his Neighbours, who are fometimes obliged
to ftand ftill half a Year together for want of
Goods to trade with,

‘; Deferipti: 1. TANC ROWALL is divided into two
% on of the Parts, one for the Portugue/e, and the other
| Place.  for the Mundingoes; the former living always
‘, in fquare large Houfes, the latter in round
! Huts, made of a good, fat, binding Clay,
‘; which foon hardens, about twenty Feet Dia-
‘ ' meter, and about eight Feet high; over them
i there is a Covering like a Bechive, made ei-
e | ther of Straw or Palmetto Leaves, fo well fit-
- s ted that the Rain cannot penetrate them, nor
the Heat of the Sun ftrike through them :

They
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They very much refemble fome Ice-houfes I 1730.

have feen in England.

Tars Town of Tancrowall is the Refidence
of a Prieft, who is yearly fent over from Sz
Fago. Here is alfo a Church, where, during
the Prieft’s Stay, is Mafs almoft every Day.
Here are a great many other Portuguefe, who
have among them feveral Canoas, which they
fend up the River to trade once or twice a
Year ; by which means they have made this
Town a Place of great Refort, and the richeft
in the whole River. It is pleafantly Situated
by the Water-Side, about half a Mile in
Length, with a woody Hill behind, that runs
fome Miles along the River-Side about half
a Mile from it, between is pleafant Walking
in the Dry-Seafon.

O~ the 17th, early in the Morning, the

French Faétory at Albreda, four Miles diftant, Albreda
was on Fire: It madea dreadful Figure. 'The on Fire.

Governor, with twelve Soldiers, went  ovet
to their Afliftance ; notwithftanding which, the
Houfe was much damaged, a great deal of
Flower and Bread {poiled, and oneSlave burnt
to Death.

Ow the 22d, the Governor went up in
the Difpatch Sloop to Geregia, a Place up

Vintain River about fourteen Leagues from g,,,.;.,

the Fort, where theCompany have a Factory a Fadtory.

for dry Goods chiefly, under the Direction of
Mr William Roberts.” The Fa&ory-Houfe be-
ing very bad, and ready to fall, and the King
of the Country not willing that a new one
fhould be built nearer the River-Side than the

E 2 old
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old one was, is the Reafon of the Governor’s
going up, in order to have it built in a Place
moit commodious for the Company’s landing
Goods, and on occafion -to withdraw them.
At the fame time went up. the Adventure
Sloop. to the fame Place, with our Enfign, a
Corporal, Drummer, and fixteen or. twenty
Soldiers.

GEREGIA is a {mall Town,lying on
the South-Side of Viuntain River,, and .about
¢leven Leagues from the Mouth of it, which
enters the Gambia about three Leagues above
Fames Fort. It is inhabited by. Portugue/e and
Banyoons, the former are, as in other: Parts
of the Country, very civil, but the latter are
fcarcely civilized. The Facltor here buys a
sreat deal of Bees-Wax. Towardsthe Wa:
ter-Side the Land is pretty well clear’d, and
affords excellent: Shooting.

O~ the 29th, the Difpatch and Adventure
came down from Geregia with the Governor
and Soldiers, having made the King. of Ge-
regia condefcend to let the Factory-Houfe be
built in whatever Place the Governor pleafes.
The Sailors of the Di/patch told me, that in
their Way to Geregia one of their Crew dropt

Sailor dug overboard in the Night and: was drown’d :
out of his “Phe ‘next Day after they found the Body float-

Grave by i

‘Wolves.

ing, and buried it near the River-Side; but
the next Day they found him again a great

"Way higher, taken out of the Ground by

‘Wolves, who had eaten his Head, one of his
Arms, and part of his Breaft: Upon which
they took him and buried him very deep in
the Ground, to_prevent the Wolves from com-
ing at him again, Ow
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O~ 'the 5th of December, Mr Robert Banks, 1730.
a Writer, went up to Vintain in the Fame 1;,"“’”’?"""*
Sloop, - Fobn Boys Mafter, to fettle a Factory s
there, for which Purpofe he carried ‘with him
a fmall Cargo of Goods,

O'n the r2th, we perceived a Ship coming Three
up the River': When fhe was over-againft French
Albreda, the Governor order’d’a Shot to be Ships put
fired to bring her to upon which fhe faluted )’ > 4

< 2 : p reda.
our 'Fott ‘with nine Guns, which return’d the
fame Number, and foon after fhe came to
Anchor at Albreda, " The fame Night about
nine of the Clock, being Moon-light, I per-
ceivid two Veflels coming up the River s the
Governor hearing of it, came directly upon
the Baftion," and order’d a Shot to be fred
fo bring them to, upon which they came to
Anchor 3 but’ not fending their Boats to tell
us who they were, the Governor order’d an-
other Shot to be fired over them : Then the
Captain of one of them came o the'Fort,
and told the Governor, that they were two
French Sloops from Senegal 10 Albreda to” wa-
ter 5 that the Kings about the River Senegal
being at War, made it dangerous watering
thereabouts.’ 1 could not forbedr fmiling tq
{ee how the Freuchman was frightned, wHen Timorouf:
the File of Mufqueteers met ‘him at'the Wa- nefs of a

ter-Side to conduét him 'to the Governor';_he Captain. .

looked fo very fimple, and quaked {o very
much, that ‘he could hardly fpeak’ a plam

Word,

O~ the 18th, the Fame Sloop, Fobn Boys
Mafter, failed up the River for Yamyama-
cunda, with My Conner, Faétor for that Place,

¥ 3 in

Yamyame
cunda.
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in joint Commiffion with Mr Fobn Brown,
whofe Colleague Mr Matthew Wilfon is or-

der’d down to this For¢ by the Return of
this ‘Sloop.

Turs Evening I fupped upon Oyiters
which grew upon Trees : This being {6me-
what remarkable, and moft People in ZKng-
land unacquainted with, I fhall give them a
Notion of it. Down the River where the
Water is falt, and near the Sea, the River
is bounded with Trees called Mangroves,whofe
Leaves being long and heavy,weigh the Boughs
into the Water ; to thefe Leaves the young
Oyfters faften in great Quantities, where they
grow till they are very large, and then you
cannot feparate them from the Tree, but are
obliged to cut off the Boughs, the Oyfters
hanging on them refemble a Rope of Onions.

O ~ the 20th, . I went to St Domingo on
the Main Continent of Africa, over-againit
Fames Fort, being the firft Time of my go-
ing afhore, I walked from §¢ Domingo to
Gillyfree, about a Mile and half, all the Way
through Grafs eight or nine Foot high ; by
the Way faw a great Number of L.izards,
fome of which have Heads as yellow as Gold.
Not being able to get a Boat to carry me to
the Fort, I was obliged to ftay all Night,
St Domingo lies on the North Side of the Ri-
ver, diretly oppofite to Fames Ifland, about
three Miles from it. + It confifts only of a few
round Huts belonging to the Company, in
which fome of their Caftle-Slaves live, who
are there to cut Wood for the Ufe of the Fort,
and to take care of a Well which the Com-

Pﬂl‘,y
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pany have there to fupply the Garrifon, and 1730
to help fill the Casks which are daily brought
over from the Fort for that purpofe. Having
lain at Gillyfree all Night, the next Morning
I went and hired a Canoa to carry me to the
Ifland : The Canoa was very {mall, and juft
wide enough for a Man to fit down in. When
we were got a little Way from the Shore, the
Sea-Breeze blowing very frefh, we had like to
have overfet the Canoa, and it was with much
ado that I perfuaded the Black Fellows to
carry me to Shore again ; where, after being
about two Hours, the Governor’s Boat came
over for me, with which I went to the Ifland.

O x the 24th, one of the Shallops, brought Shallops
over in Frames in the Difpatch Sloop, was brought
launched by the Name of the Fames Lflandy praes

5 . rames.
and Thomas Gilmore our Serjeant was made

Mafter of her.

ArTer we had dined, we went afhore to Seaca.

St Domingo, and from thence to Seaca, about

two Miles above it, on the fame Side the
River, a very {mall Town, inhabited by Por-
tuguefe, who have a Church, feldom made ufe

of, the Prieft being there but twice in a Year:
This, and Tancrowalls and Geregia, being the
only Places he frequents whillt in this Coun-

try, unlefs it be a Vifit now and then to the
Governor of our Fort. At Seaca is a large Large
Cotton-Tree about thirty Yards in Circum- Cotton-
ference ; it growsout in Spurs, and that makes Tree.
it feem fo very large, being meafured in and

out all round its Spurs.to make thirty Yards,

for if the outfide Circumference of the Tree
were meafured it weuld not be above fifteen.
E ¢ OnN
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O the 3ift, early in the Morning, we
faw a Veflel coming up the River : When
the was over-againﬂ Albreda,  the Governor
ordered a Shot to be fired .to bring her to.
Upon which the immediately lowered her Sails,
but did not, think fit to come to an Anchor,
till the had run upon the Company's Spif. of
Sand and Rocks, which runs out-from the
Ifland, where fhe ftruck : Upon which ® the
Governor ordered, our' Enfign to go on Board
her, and bring her into the rmht Channel ;
during which Time The fent her Boa_t Se o8
of the Mates to tell the Governor, that fhe
was the Brigantine. Fobn and' Anne, Capt. Tho-
mas Stoneham, a {eparate Trader from London.
In the Evening fthe: came to anchor on the
North Side of the Iflan@l, and faluted'the Fort ;
and in about three Days time the Captain
went afhore to Gillyfree, and was there. feized
by the Natives, for anchoring at the Port of
Gillyfree, and not paying his “Cuftoms to the
King of Barrab ; he immediately fent over
Word of his being confined, upon which
the Governor fent our Enfign over to his
Affiftance 5 and .upon Promife of his paying
the King’s Cuftom of One hundred and twen-
ty Bars Country-Money, next Day he was
permitted to go on board his Veflel, and on
the Day following he paid the faid Sum.

O the 3d, cearly in the Morning, we had
Tornado of Wind and Lmhtmng After
wlnch, our third Chief, Mr Zbomas Harrifon,
came down in_the Difpatch Sloop from Tan-
crowall.  After Dinner Mr Kerr our Enfign,
and myfelf, with two or three Soldiers,
went to try the Fames Ifland Sloop, which
was
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was launched about ten Days go: We went 1731,
about nine Miles above the Ifland, and meet-

ing with a very frefh Sea-Breeze, and our
Rigging out of Order, and the Man at the
Flelm none of the experteft, we had like to

have loft both Veffel and Selvess fhe having A great
no Deck, and the Gunnel lying under Water, Danger.
occafioned our Ballaft, which was fix Barrels

of Water, to rowl all to Leeward, and fright-

en us very much, expecting fhe would - have

filled before fhe righted ; but (thank God)

we got her upright, and got {afe back to the

Fort by cight ot the Clock at Night. This

Day there was a_young Elephant brought a-

live as a Prefent to. the Governor ; and Ad-

vice brought from Yoar of the Death of - M Forbes
Robert Forbes, Writer, after a fhort Illnefs T
contracted by hard Drinking.

Onx the 10th, Capt. Sioneham, with the Ship fails
Fobn and Anne Brigantine, failed for the Cape for Cate
de Verde 1flands, for Salt to trade with in this ll{ﬂxlnd”h
River. After Dinner the Governor and myfelf
went on Board a large French Ship at Albreda,
call’d Le St Michael, Capt. Tredilliac Com-
mander ; where havingftay’d about two Hours
we went afhore,” and fupped at Albreda, and

about Midnight we returned to 7ames Fort.

ALBREDA is a pretty large Town near 4lbreda
the River-Side on the North, about a Mile defcribed.
or two below Fames Fort, near which the
French Eaft-India Company have a Settlement
confifting of a Factor, two ‘Writers, and four £rerch

i Fattory
or five other White Men. They have two here.
or three very handfome Houfes built of Clay,
like unto the Portugue/e Houfes, with Walls

about
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about ten Feet high, covered with Thatch,
being fupported by ftrong Forkillas, and a
Space left between the Walls and the Roof to
let in the Air: They are very neat and well
furnifh’d, and drive a confiderable Trade, but
are much hinder’d by the Engli/b not allowing
them to give above forty Barrs per Head for
Slaves: But in the Yecar 1735, there being
great Demand forSlaves at the Miffifippi, where
the French Gentlemen themfelves informed me
they fend their Slaves, they broke thro’ that
Agreement, and gave fifty Barrs per Head
for Slaves, with feven of each®of the Heads
of the Goods, which amounted to more than
Ten Pounds Sterling; their Goods being bet-
ter in their kind than our Engli/b generally
are, was the reafon of their purchafing a great
many Slaves in that Year, notwithftanding
there were no lefs than three Liverpool Veflels
trading about a Mile above the Fremch, at
the Port of Gillyfree, who gave Seventy or
Eighty Barrs per Head, and yet were not able
to purchafe near the Number of Slaves which
the French did. In the Year 1924 there was
a Contraé made between the French Agents
at Goree and the Engli/b at Fames Fort, that
the French thould fettle a Factory in the Ri-
ver Gambia below Fames Fort, in order to
make what Trade they coulds; and altho’ the
Engli/b Company’s Stock was then at the low-
eft Ebb, and not that only, but it is very
probable that the French were refolved to fet-
tle there, either with or without Leave, yet
is it to be obferved, that the Royal African
Company, in lieu of the French having a fin-
sle Settlement in Gambia, obtained Leave for
to fend Veflels when they pleas’d, to trade

both
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both at Foallyand Portodally, two Places near 1731 |
Goree, which produce great Trade, and which ‘
the' French are at a great deal of Pains, as
well as Coft, to engrofs to themfelves: By
which means, notwithftanding the Articles,our *
Voyages there often mifcarry.

Tu1s Fafory of theirs at Albreda is not French
within reach of our Cannon: Whenever 'they controll’d
want to go up the River above Fames Fort for ?ry t}‘.e

i : - Englifp.

Wood, or any thing elfe which they cannot {o
well be provided with below, they are obliged
to ask Leave of our Governor, who feldom
or never denies them, but puts a Man on
Board to fee that they do not make any
Trade 5 neither are they allowed to go above
Elephants Hand, which 1s about thirty Leagues
above Fames Fort.

Ox the 11th, in the Evening, we faw two TwoShips
Jarge Veflels coming up from Sea ; about Se- a‘;‘:?.";f
ven at Night one of them fired two Guns; itk Sal..
being a Signal known by the Governor only, diers.
who order’d the Gunner to return one. About
an. Hour after came up the Ship Elizabeth,
Captain Fobu Carruthers, 2 feparate Trader,
and anchor’d near the Ifland, having brought
over ten Soldiers from the Company for this
Garrifon, Early the next Morning came up
the Ship Herbert, Captain Plater Onley, who
anchored  at Gillyfree. ~And the next Day
came up a Veflel and anchored at the Fort,
but could not falute it by reafon of her being
loaded with Horfes from Cape de Verde Iflands.

She was the Ruby Brigantine, Captains Creague
and Colwell.

Ovw
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O the 25th, came up a Ship call’d the
William and Beétty, Captain Whitloe from. Li-
verpooly a feparate Trader; who, not being
us’d to the River, ran upon the Company’s
Spit of Sand : Upon which, the Governor
fent three Boats full of Hands to her Affift-
ance 5 but it being Tide of Ebb, they could
not get her off till the next Morning, at which
time they got her afloat ; the Ship receiv’d
no Damage, the Company’s Hands ftaying
on Board her all Night. - The Elizabeth,
Captain Carruthers, fail’d upthe River for
Foar to trade.

O~ the 31ft, the Ruby Brigantine fail’d
up the River. At Noon we faw a Veffel
coming up the River, which proved to' be
the Company’s Ship Bonetta, Captain Fames
Livingflone;s with a large Cargo, which we
had a long while expected. By this Ship
came-over f{everal Perfons in.the Company’s
Service,

O n- the 3d of February the Fame Sloop
came -down - from -2 amyamacunda, with Mr

Matthew Wilfon, a Writer,” on Board from:

thence. And in three:Days after that, our
third Chief Mr Thomas < Harrifon, and Mr
Fobn Nind Faltor, embarked on Board the
Difpatch Sloop, Robert Hall Commander, ' on
a Trading Voyage to Fatatenda, almofl two
hundred Leagues above Fames Fort, where
the: Company intend fhortly ' to ' fettle a
Factory. id g

On

o o ame e Al
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Ox the 1oth, came up to anchor at the 173t
Fort, the Company’s Snow Succefs, Robert ¢ - .
Gummins Commander.- She was confign’d to S’:gfvf
Cape Goa§t Caftle, but fpringing a' Leak at
Sea fhe thought proper to put in here to ftop
‘t.  The next Morning we faw a Vefiel com-
ing up- the River, about Noon 3 being but a
lictle below the Fort, fhe fent her Boat to ac-
quaint us that the was a feparate Trader, the
Arabella; - Capt. Pyke, from Londony after Arabella
which he came. to Anchor over-againft Gilly- from Lond,
free, and the next Evening failed up the’ Ri-
ver for Foear.

Ox the 15th, about One in the Morring, :
died Mr William Rufling, a Writer, having 11\.,/“ Wi,
been ill about two Months. Some few Days d\izsfiwg
before he died, : he defird, that whenever he '
fhould die, I would fee that his Grave was
dug fix Foot deep, - for Fear of the Wolves
cating him. In the Morning the Flag was
hoifted half-maft up, and in the Evening he
was buried at Gillyfree, in a Grave according
4s he defired.  He loft his Life by not being Caufe of
ruled by the Doctor; who advifed him to Flethy
ftay ‘more at home, and keep himfelf warm.

The next Day the Governor, Capt. Living-
Jrone; Capt. Jenkins, and myfelf, went on board
the Succefs, Capt. Cummins, O accompany
him down to the River’s Mouth, the Adven-
ture Sloop going down with us, to bring us
back again. Before we weighed Anchor, the
Fobn and Anne, - Capt. Stonebam, artiv’d from :
the Cape de Verde Iflands, whither he went the Z"”’: ﬁ‘f’md
tenth of Fanuary laft. He faluted our Flag (72}/; ‘,fm
at Maintopmalft Head, with five Guns, "and Verde.
the Fort returned the fame Number.  We

came
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came to Anchor about Eight at Night, a
lictle below Charles Ifland, and the nex¢
Morning we went afhore at Banyon Point,
in the Kingdom of Cumbo, to buy fome Cat-
tle and Fowls for Capt. Cummms, after which
we dined on board him, and then parted.
About Sunfet we ran upon the Rocks a-
breaft of Charles Ifland, being one Moment
in four Fathom and half, and the next Mo-
ment faft upon the Rocks. We carried out
our Anchors, and in an Hour’s Time hove
her off, but foon after ran upon another and
worfe Place, fo that all Hands were obliged
to work, nor was the Governor himfelf ex-
cepted, for he help’d me in taking up the
Floor of the Cabbin, and throwing over-
board about a Ton of Ballaft. At demohc
we got her afloat, and free from the Rocks,
and went to Anchor farther off the Iland,
till next Morning, when we went a thootin
Wild-Fowl upon the Ifland, where I found a
Cherry-Tree, {carce in this Country, the Fruit
whereof was not ripe ; the Tree and Leaves
much refemble ours, and is about the fame
Bignefs. At Noon we weighed Anchor, and
as we pafled by Albreda the French Chief fa-
luted the Flag at our Topmaft-head with
nine Chambers, to which we returned feven
Guns, being all we had on board ; foon after
we came to Fames Fort,

On the 19th, in the Morning, came up to
Albreda, a Brigantine with a white Flag at
the T opmaf’c-hcad, having on board the French
General of Senegall, Monfieur Levans 5 fhe
faluted our Fort with feven Guns, which re-
turned the fame Number. The fame Even-

ing
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ing the Ship Kent, Capt. Framcis Wheeler, 173%-
from the Gold Coasl, arrived, and anchored at
Yames Fort, in order to take in fome Boys

and Girls, which he had contracted for of our

chief Merchangs.  Another Shallop, which

was brought over in Frames, by the Difpatch
Sloop, from England, was launched this _
Evening, by the Name of the Gambia 5 and SG};’;’@‘”
our Corporaly William Child, was made launchid.
Mafter of her. , The next Morning the French
General, and feveral other French Gentlemen,

came and dined with our Governor, who fa-

luted them with a great many Guns, and
treated them with a very handfome Dinner.

The fame Evening the fobn and Anne Bri-

cantine, Capt. Stoneham, failed up the River.
And the next Day the Governor,feveral others,
and myfelf, went to vifit the French General,
at Albreda, where we were very merry, and

ftayed till Midnight.

O n the 22d, the Ruby, Capts Creague and
Colwell, came down to the Fort, having fold
all their Horfes, which, asI faid before, they
brought from the Cape de Verde Iflands. The
Generality of Horfes in this River,are brought ;-
from the Borders of Barbarys but as the
Grand Folloiffs are neareft them, they buy
them up, and reap an Advantage, by felling
them to the Mundingoes and Mabometans,
They never fell Mares, fo that all the Time
1 was in Gambia 1 faw no more than one
Mare, and fhe was brought in this Veflel, by
Capts Creague and Colwell,  from Cape de
Verde Iflands. The fame Day one of the
Emperors of Fonia came to the Fort, being ]‘:tf“}?e“?’
faluted with five Guns, on his Landing. His S
Name Governor.
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1731.  Name is Zaffel, and came to fee the Governor,
or rather to afk for fome Powder and Ball,
in order to defend himfelf 'againft fome Peo-
ple with whom he is at War'; he 1sa young
Man, very black, tall, and well fet; he was

His Drefs. drefs’d in a Pair of fhort yellow Cotton
Cloth Bregches,  which came down to his
Knees, and'a Garment on his Back, of the
fame Cloth, ‘made like a Surplice; he had no
Shoes nor ‘Stockings, ‘but a very large Cap,
with Part of a' white Goat’s Tail faften’d in
it, being a'great Fafhion among’ the Great
Men of this River. " He “and his Retinue
came in a large Canoa, holding about fixteen
People; - all armed. with Guns and Cutlafles ;
with him came two or three Women, and the
{fame Number of Mundingo Drums, which are
about a Yard long, 'and a foot, or twenty
Inches ‘diameter at the Top, “but lefs at' the
Bottom, made out of a folid Piece of Wood,
and covered, only at the wideft End,  with
M cthe Skin of a Kid. They beat upon them
Aanner o < . . -
beating. With only one Stick, and-their left Hand,
to' which the Women will dance very brifkly 3
they ftayed ‘here all Night, and then went
home, having nine Guns ‘fir’d - at their
going off.

¥ Mundingo
+ Drums.

§
| O ~ the 28th, the Ruby Brigantine, Capts
| Creague and Colwell, failed for the Gold Coatt,
intending to be here again next Auguft. " But,
i poor Men, 'they had the Misfortune to be
cut off by the Natives down the Coaft. Co/-
| Capt. Col )] and moft of the Sailors were killed, ‘but
R Creague faved himfelf in his Boat, with the
" Help of his black Boy, out of the C%l;]t.)in
in-
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Window, being fo ill; it is faid, that he 1731
could not get out himfelf.

Onx the 8th of March, two Porcupines were March.

brought alive to the Governor. Soon after,

Mr Henry Fobnfony, a Writer, was fent up to

Colar, to fettle a Factory, chiefly for dry

Goods, viz. Elephants Teeth, Bees-wax, and

Gum ; but the Company having the Misfor-

tune to have Perfons théré who traded more Colar Fac-

for themfelves than their Mafters; they were®" ried

at a great Charge to no Purpofe, and fo in

the Year 1733, they thought proper to break and with-

it up, fince which théy have had no Settle- drawn.
ment there.

Ox the 17th, the Company’s Sloop, Fame,
Fobn Boys Mafter, failed for Cobone, in Bar- Cobont.
fallyy on a trading Voyage, which lies in the
fame Kingdom as the Company’s chief Fac-
tory at Foar, about a hundred Miles from it,
and near the Sea. There the King commonl :
refides; and as there is good Profit to be?{fﬁ‘é‘?ﬂ
madf{ for th.e Company by thefe Voyages, pogsdence.
provided their Supercargoes are honeft, they
generally fend two or three Times in a
Year. Whenever the King of Barfally wants
Goods or Brandy,; he fends a Meflenger to
our Governor, at Fames Fort, to defire he
would fend a Sloop there with a Cargo; this
News being not at all unwelcome, the Go-
vernor fends accordingly. Agamft the Arri-
val of the faid Sloop, the 'ng goes and ran- g 0 ac
facks fome of his Enemies Towns, feizing count of
. the People, and felling them for fuch Com- him.
modities: as he is i want of, which com-
monly is Brandy or Rum, Gunpowdcr, Ball,

EF Guns,
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1731 . Guns;, Piftols,; and Cutlafles,: for his Atten-
: dants and Soldiers 3 and Coral-and Silver for
Hfis Way 1is Wives and Concubines. In cafe he is not

of Traffick 5 5 ; <=
3 at War with any, neighbouring King; he'then
and get- falls upon one,of hig own TFowns, which are
tingSlaves: numerous, . and -ufes /them in: the very fame
Manner. = After. the Fame -Sloopchad  been
gone about five Days,  the came back to' the
Fort, having loft three Anchors, and nag-
, .rowly efcaped being loft herfelf; in! trying to
ga“g;m‘fp go, over. the Bar/which is at the Mouth of
8% the, River Foally;; on ‘her Way to Gobones
the Smith . immediately fet: to.work and re-
" ficted her, and on  the Morrow fhe fet out

again on her Voyage.

TheBonet- . QN the2gth,, the Company’s Ship: Bonetta
za goes, failed on a trading Voyage down to Sierra
down to 7 opye, and Cape Coafi Cattle, (9¢. with whom
Cape Coaft e : ek i
to wade. . went Mr Thomas Burfey,, a Writer, in joint

Commiffion with Capt. Livingftone, who com-

manded the faid Ship.

On the 4th came up the Company’s Sloop
Adventure from Cutcheo, with about eight
Tons and half of Bees-Wax.  Cutcheo is a
Settlement belonging to, the King of Portu-

_galy lying about 20 Leagues to the Southward
of the Mouth of this River, and about three
Days Travel over, Land from Geregia, where
we have a FaQory, who trademuch for Wax
brought from thence : We alfo' make often
Voyages by Water; but the former I take to
be the moft profitable to the' Company, and
yet even by that they are no.great Gainers,
the Wax being fo. very foul, that fometimes
there will be Twenty or Thirty per Cent. Liofs

upon
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upon- it. . The Ship. Kent, Captain Francis 1731

Wheeler,, {ailed for Lisbon, with a Cargo-.of

young Slaves, In the Afternoon I went over to Defcripgii
Gillyfree. in the Kingdom of Barrah, adittle ?f’,"f s
below Fames Fort, a large Town near the o
River, inhabited by Portuguefe, Mundingoes,
and fotme Mabometans, who have here a pretty
little Mofque to pray in. ~ This Town is tfed
to fupply all private Shipping with Linguifters 3
but the King of Barrah, in the Year 1733,
made it no léfs than Slavery for any of his
Subje@s to ferve as Linguifters on Board of
any Veflels, but’ what pay - his Cuftoms, and
trade in his Country. The Company have a
Fa&ory here pleafantly fituated, facing the
Fort, and likewife fome Gatdens, which fup-
ply the Fort. About the Town'is fine Shoot- Fine
ing, and.were 1t not fomewhat too Sandy, Shooting:
it would be pleafant walking. - Here are great
Numbers of Plantain and Banana: Trees, the
latter of which s a. long: Fruit, fix or feven
Inches in‘Length,‘gover’d with a yellow and
tender ‘Skin, when ripe: The Pulp of it is
foft as a Marmalade, and of a very good
Tafte: It grows on. a Stalk about fix Yards
high, and the Leaves are two Yards long,
and about.a Foot wide. One Stalk bears on-
ly one fingle Clufter or Bunch, which per-
haps_may.-confift of forty or fifty Bananas ;
and when the Bunch is gather'd, they. cut off
the Stalk, otherwife it could not bring forth
any ‘more Fruit.  The Plantain is not much Plantain
unlike the:Banana, but fomewhat longer, and Tree.
very much of the fame Tafte. There are allo
Guavas, which refemble. our Peaches, only Guavas.
the Outfide is huch rougher, and there is no
Stone in the Infide, but Kernels lefs than thofe

2% of

Bananad
Tree.
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1731. of Apples. This is reckon’d an excellent
Oranges Medicine againft the Flux. Here are a great ’
el many Orange-Trees and  Lime-Trees, with
X Lime. . the Produce of which the Fort is fupplied to
make Punch, &e.

H e r £ are alfo other Fruits, fuch as Phy-
Phyfical fical Nuts and Tabacombas ; the firft are
Nauts, and Nuts, which contain three or four fmall Ker-
;iblfi‘f;’g nels, one or two of which isa Purging-Dofe,
; but they are apt to vomit as well as purges
thefe are frequently ufed by the Natives. The
Tabacomba is almoft like a Bon-Chretien Pear,
the Rind not unlike that of a Pomegranate ;
when it is ripe it opens of itfelf, and contains
four or five Fruits, fmall, and of a reddith

Colour, with large Stones, and very infipid.

Hers I faw a Number of Pelicans, which

1 Peligan, 152 Bird as large as a Goofe, and much the
T fame Colour 3 its Billis very long ; under the
‘; ‘ lower Part of it is a Bag, fome of which will
1 contain two Gallons of gWater, when well
tretch’d. - They live upon Fifh, and there-

fore are commonly near the Rivers.

A Nartive carried me to his Houfe, and
fhewed me a vaft Number of Arrows, which
‘i were daubed over with a black Mixture, faid
| Poifon'd O be of fuch rank Poifon, that if the Arrow

did but draw Blood it would be mortal, un-

Arrows.
lefs the Perfon who made the Mixture had

|
{
‘ a mind to cure it, in whofe Power it enly
!' was to do it; for he faid there were no poifon-
l ous Herbs, but what there are others which
1 would expell them.
‘ On the 11th, in the Evening, fecing 2
Veflel coming up the River, we fired a Shot

to bring her to ; upon which fhe fent her Boat
to
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to acquaint the Governor that fhe was a {epa-

rate Trader, call’d theSnow Mary, Captain
Gordon, from Glafgow, but laft from Barba-

does with Rum and Sugars. ~ Sure never was

a Veflel’s Arrival more welcome than this was

to our common Gentry, who were afraid they

would have been obliged to be without Liquor gu“m and
all the Rains, but now their Fears were over. riv%af)paf'
Soon after came down the Arabella, Captain portunely.
Pyke, a feparate Trader, from Foar, loaded

with Slaves ; and having ftay'd a Day or two

at Fames Fort, fail’d for Maryland, having
among his Compliment of Slaves one Man

call'd ob Ben Solomon, of the Pholey Race,

and Son to the High—Prie{’c of Bundo in Foota,

a Place about ten Days Journey from Gillyfree;

who was travelling on the Seuth Side ot this Job Ben
River, with a Servant, and about twenty or l‘i‘;ﬁ”””f‘“
thirty Head of Cattle, which induced a King fold_an
of a’ Country a little Way inland, between
Tancrowall and Yamina, not only to feize his

Cattle, but alfo his Perfon and Man, and fold

them both to Captain Pyke, as he was trading

at Foar. He would have been redeemed by

the Pholeys, but was carried out of the River

before they had Notice of his being a Slave.

The fame Day the Elizabeth, Capt. Carruthers,

came down from Foar with his Compliment

of Slaves.

Ox the 18th, in the Morning, the Fobs and
Anne Brigantine, Captain Stoneham, a feparate
Trader, came down the River with moft of
his Men fick. The fame Morning the Gover-
nor, Mr Younger Nelme, and my felf, went on
Board the Mary, and breakfafted . with Cap-
tain Gordon 3 from thence we went, according

¥ 3 to
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1731. -to Appointment, dnd dined ‘at ' Albreda;>with
French ivhe Erench General, having for Dinner no lefs
General’s ; =
grand En- than Seventy three Difhes, and at Supper more
& tain. than half that Number s during which time
ment. the Faory “and Shipping fired above two
hundred Guns. The next Day ‘the Mary,
Captain Gordon, {ailed for the Coaft; as did
likewife the Sierra Leone, Captain: fénkins, for
South Carolina 3 which laft arrived here before
I came, and delivered his Cargo to the Go-
vernor and Chief Merchants, for which ‘they
paid One hundred and eighty. Slaves. “in. the
Evening the Wife of our Serjeant Mr Gilmore

A White ‘was brought to Bed of a Girl 5 they both did

Woman well, notwithftanding the Opinion of a gredt

delive’d. pyany People in' England,' who think it mo-
rally impofiible for a White Woman to <live
in this Country, and bear Children.

FrenchGe.. ON  the 2oth,” the General came.to the
neral goes Fort to take his Leave of the ‘Governor. On
toStFage- his Landing, ‘the Governor faluted him 'with
thirteen Guns, a great Number 'whilft here,
and thirteen more at Midnight when he went
away. The next Day after he embarked on
Board the Duke' de Bourbon for St Jago, and
faluted the Fort with thirteen Guns;: which

returned the fame Number.

Difpatch Own the 24th, the Company’s Sloop Dij-
$loop patch came down from Fatatenday ~with! ‘Mr
downfrom Harrifon Chief Merchant, and Mr Fobn Nind
Fatatenda. Fator, who went up from hence:thei 6th of
February 1aft. ' ' '

May. O~ the 2d of May, the Fobn and’' Aune,
' Captain Sioncham, failed forSiersa Leone, the
' Crew
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Crew being in very indifferent Health. .About 1731
two Days: afterwards the Herbert, Captain
Onley, failed for Virginia ot Maryland 5 as did

alfo. the Day after the Hilliam and  Berty,
Captain #/bitloe, for the Weft-Indies.

O the 15th, i the Adveninre Sloop fail’d Rain, the
up for 2¢ amyamacinda, from whence the took ?e:ﬁ:]:['nhad
Mr  Fames Conzer on Board ‘her as Super- Aﬁicla.
Cargo to - Fatatenda on. a Trading-Voyage.
AboutDay+light we had a very fmart Shower
of ‘Rain, ‘the firft I :had feen fince my
Arrival- in: this Country.  In:the Evening
came up a Long-Boat belonging to his  Maje- Man of
fty’s Ship the Pearl, Captain Lee Commander, War’s
who lay at the River’s Mouth 5 and, accord- LongBoat
ing to form, fent to our Governor fo know ?mlf;r:"
if there were any Pyrates in the River, or” ]
thereabouts.. “The next Day the Company’s Guinea
Snow, Guinea Pacquet, Captain Martin, came Pacquet

Py ¢ e returns
up to Fames Fort, from a Trading-Voyage gom the
down the Coaft.- ' We had expected her two Coaft.
Months paft, but the reafon of her Stay was
occafion’d by her being obliged to turn to
Windward ail the Way back from the Coaft,

The Greybound Galley, Captain Ramfay, from
England, a feparate Trader, came up in the
Fvening, and anchor’d near the Fort.

O w the 19th, we had for the firft Time a Tornado,
Tornado of Thunder and Lightning, Wind
and Rain,

O~ the 22d, ‘the Elizabeth, Captain Car- A feparate
yuthersya feparate Trader, lgaded with Slaves, Fa’;f‘g-o
leq Tor. South-Carolina.-. The Fame SIo0p seturns 2

returned: from the King of ' Barfally’s Town fromColore
F 4 Cobosts B2y
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173t.  Cobone, having made a tolerable Voyage ; fhe
directly unloaded, and putting on Board a
Cargo for jfoar Faltory, fhe proceeded im-
mediatcly up thither, and from thence to
Yamyamacunda, in order to bring down all
the Dry Goods from each Factory, to fend
Home by the Guinea Pacquet, which will go
very foon for England.. The next Evening
OurSmith our Smith, Fames Collins, being drunk, fired
emp o a Mufquet at our Enfign's Head, which very
thoot the vpa ©
Enfign. narrowly mxi.”s d two others, z}nd the Ball was
very near going into the Publick-Room Win-
dow, where the Governor was fitting with a
great many Gentlemen: He was well fecured
in Irons, and put into the Slave-Houfe.

F une. O~ the 4th of Faune, the Sea- Nymph Sloop
came down from Geregia, with My William
Roberts, the Company’s Factor there, and a
good Quantity of Cotton and Bees-Wax. The

SeaNymph Captain faid, that whilft the Sloop lay at an-
Sloop lofes chor at Geregia, fhe had her Topmaft fplit
her Lop- ¢ nieces by the Lightning, and ten Fowls
maft, and O P€C Y g o? ¢ i
isfeton Kkill’d in the Coop upon Deck, and her Fore-
Fire by caftle fet on fire, but very foon extinguifh’d.
Light-  Agit happen’d no Body was upon Deck, be-
ning. ing jult before drove off by a fimart Shower
of Rain : But, what was moft remarkable,
tho’ the Bones of the Fowls which were kill’d
by the Lightning were broke all ‘to pieces,
yet their Skins were neither torn nor crack’d.

Turs Day two Folloiff People came to
the Ifland with fome Cloths to fell. © The
Folloiffs make the . fineft Kind of Cotton-
Cloths, and that in large Quantities: Their
Pieces are generally twenty feven Yards long,

and

,
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and never above g Inches wide they cut them _1731.
to what Length they pleafe, and few them z ”{/;’]‘{Z:;
together very neatly, to make them ferve the jomana.
Ufe of broader Cloths. They clean the Cot- fatturing
ton from the Seed by Hand, and fpin it by Cotton.
Hand with Spindle and Diftaff, they weave

them with 2 Shuttle and a Loom of very
plain, coarfe Workmanthip. They make

them up into. Pairs, one about three Yards
long, and one and half wide, ta cover their
Shoulders and Body ; the other almoft of the

fame Width, ‘and ‘but two Yards long, to
cover from their Waift, and downwards. Such

a Pair is the Clothing either for a Man, or 2
Woman ; they only differing in their Manner

of Wearing. I have feen a Fair of Cloths

fo fine, and fo bright dyed, as to be worth
Thirty Shillings Sterling. Their Colours are
either Blue or Yellow, fome very lively s the

firft is dyed with Indico, the latter with Barks

of Trees. 1 never faw any of them Red.

O'x the 16th, our Smith Fames Collins, Our Smith
who had fired at our Enfign as-before men- fent t©
tion’d, was drummed out of the Company’s Evgland.
Service, with an Halter round his Neck, and
afterwards fent on Board the Guinea Pacquet,
in which he took his Paffage for England ; fhe
having this Evening broke ground, and fallen
a little Way down the River. - The next Day
the Governor and Mrs Davis went in her to
accompany our Second Chief, Capt. Stibbs,
as far as the River’s Mouth: He went home
on account of his ill State of Health. The
Fame Sloop came down the River, and pro-
ceeded along with the Guinea Pacquet, in order
to bring back the Governor and Mrs Dawis.

Ow
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ooes to
Vintain.
A Defcri-
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that Place.

Drels of
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"TRAVELS intothe

O n the 26th, Mr William  Robertsy late
Fa&orat Geregia, fet out for jFoar, and with
him “took Mr Fobu Harrifon as his Affiftanty
Mt Thomas Saxby, the prefent Factor there,
being order’d.down to the Fort, on account
of feveral Extravagancies- by him there com:-
mitted. :

O'n the 29th, about Noon,. the Governor
and I fet out for Vintain, where we arrived in
three Hours: It lies about fix Leagues from
Fames Fort 3 fome Part of the Way is up-a
River of the fame Name. - This Town belongs
to one of the Emperors of Fonia, and is very
pleafantly fituated on the Side of a~Hill,
clofe to the River. It is inhabited both by
Portuguefe and Mahometans 5 the latrer having
for their Devotions a handfome Mofque, with
an Oftrick’s Egg at the, Top, on the Outfide.
It is noted for Plenty of Provifions; a great
many ‘of which are brought by the Floops,
who border on it. It alfo produces good Quan-
tities of Bees- Wax, to buy which the Com-
pany have here a: {mall Faétory.  Above the
Town is fine ‘green Grafs, and fome Tregs,

which/make it very pleafant.

A's foon as we came to Tawn, the Alcade,
and all the chief People;’ came to welcome us,
and foon after the Emperor arrived (in whofe
Dominions this Town lies). . The -common
People weredrefs’d with a Cloth round their
Middles, which came down about their Knees,
and another Cloth over! their right Shoulder,
(the Men having generally ~one Arm bare,
which the Wonien have not) and the Womens

Cloths come generally (déwn: as low as the
fmall
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fmall of their Legs. They: are very -proud -1733-

of their Hair'; fome wear it sin: Tufts and
Bufiches; ~ and others cut it in/ €rofles: quite
over their Fleads: The Men commonly wear
Caps made of Cotton-Cloth, fome plain, and
fome with Feathers and Goats Tails.” The
‘Women ' generally -wear Handkerchiefs tied
round their Heads, leaving their Crowns bare,
and for want of Handkerchiefs they ufe Slips
of blue or white Cotron-Cloth. = Others will
let their Hair hang down on each ‘Bide of
their Heads, plaited like Horfes Manes, on
which they ftring Coral, and for want of it
Pipe-beads. - A-great many of ‘them. (efpeci-
ally up the'River) wear on the Crowns of
their Heads a good Number of fimall Horfe-
Bells ; which, when their Hair'is plaited, and
they are in-all their Finery, makes ’em look
not unlike the Fore-Horfe of a Country Far-
mer’s Team.

Tury arg not very proud in'the Furni- The Na-
ture of their Houfes 5 for the moft: that any tives Hos-
of them have is a.fmall Cheft for Clothes, a fhold Fug~
Mat raifed upon Sticks from the Ground to o
lye on, a Jarr to hold Water, a fmall Cala~
path to drink it with, two or three wooden
Mortars in which they pound their Corn and
Rice, a Basket or two to fift it in when beat,
and two or three large Calabathes; out of
which they eat it with their Hands. They
are not very careful of laying up a Store a-

o . . eCono-
gainft a Time of Scarcity, but chufe rather yy.
to fell what they can, and in: the Time of
Famine they can faft two or three Days with-
out eating, (which 1 myfelf know to be true,
there being a very great Famine in the Year

1732,
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1732, efpecially high up the River, where I
then was) but then they are always fmoaking
Tobacco, which ferves to amufe ’em. This
‘Tobacco they raife themfelves: They fow it
as {foon as they have cut their Corn: That
which. grows near the River is very ftrong,
but a little Way from it, it is much weaker.
Their Pipes are made of Clay, very neat, and
of a reddith Colour, the Stems are only a
Piece of Reed, or fmall Stick bored through
with an hot Iron Wyre, fome of which are fix
Foot long. After they are bored they polifth
them with rough Leaves till they are very
fmooth, white and handfome, and withal ve-
ry ftrong ; they faften the Bowl and Stem
together with a Piece of red Leather, fome-
times with a fine Leather Taflel hanging to
it about the middle of the Stem; and tho’
the End of the Reed goes into the Bowl of
the Pipe, it fits almoft as well as Pipes’ that
are made zll in one ; they clean the Reeds,
when foul, by drawing long Straws thro’
them, and the earthen Bowls by fcraping
them with a {mall Knife.. The Merchants
which travel much, carry with them Pipes
of a great Size, fome of them holding no lefs
than half a Pint: Thefe are their Travelling-

Pipes.

Twueirr Towns are Numbers of Houfes
built promifcuoufly together s the Huts are
generally fourteen or fifteen Yards in Circum-
ference, built with Mud and binding Clay,
and cover’d with long Grafs or Ciboa Leaves,
commonly call’d Palmeito: Their Doors are
very {mall, and don’t go upon Hinges, but
are let into the Houfe-Wall.  They generally

keep
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keep their Houfes very clean ; but I cannot 1731
fay fweet, by reafon of their ftinking Fifh,
and other things which they keep in them.

O x the 2d of Fuly, in the Afternoon, we 5.
(et out from Vintain for Geregia; when we Author
went to take Water, we were accompanied g0¢s ©
to the Boat by the Emperor, and almoft all Gerega:
the Men in the whole Town. In the Even-
ing we reach’d Geregia s where, during the
Time we ftay’d, I {hot a wild Goofe, which
weigh’d twenty Pounds; and likewife a long
green Snake about five Foot long, as he was
wrapt round a poor Lizard, endeavouring to
kill him.

O x the sth, being difappointed of Hor- Goesfrom
fes to carry us over Land to 7 ancrowall, we Geregiato
{et out in the Governor’sCutter : About Mid- ?M;;GA‘
night we reach’d Vintain, where we ftopt till L0
Day-light, and then we fet out from it; and
1 obferv’d that at about two Miles Diftance the
Town look’d juft like a Parcel of Bee-Hives.

When we came to Vintain River’s Mouth,

we met with the Tide of Flood, which car-

ry’d us up to Tancrowall, where we ftaid a-
bout four Days s and the Governor having Retums to
done his Bufinefs, we then fet out for Fames James
Fort, about Two a-Clock in the Afternoon, Fort
By the Time we came to Seaca Point (which

is within fix Miles of the Ifland) it was quite
dark s but having continual Flafhes of Light-
ning, we could fee the Fort very plain. We
fteer’d by the Lightning ull we were within

two Miles of the Fort, and then it ceafed :

We could fee no Land, it was excefiive dark,

a Tornado came upon us, and the Wind
1)1(2‘.\:'
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blew o very hard, that we wereobliged to take
down our Awnm@ for fear .of Uverlcttmg,
we. would have come to a Grapling, but had
not Rope enough. = The Thunder mftled dif-
mally,.and the Rain wetted .us.foon to the
Skin,.. In this Condition. we tumbled and tof-
fed.at.the Meicy of the Waves for.about.an
Hour and half, the. Tornado ftill continuing,
and.the Sea running very, high.(, At laft the
Lightning, began, again,. and -we faw. fome
Land, to, which we rowed directly, and it
proved to be Sgaca Poing. 3, upon, that we weng
to .the Poxt, and, got .afhore 5 .and in going
from.. the River Sde to the Town on.a . nar-
row Path between the Rice-Grounds,. we got
feveral Slipsy and it was feldom that we were

,both:upon our L.egs at onces however we got

fafe to.the Governor's Houfe, .and havmg a

“'good ere made,.we fhifted ourfelves, .drank

Author
1 ill.

/77/"1//1
AGirl car-
ried away ;
by a
Shark.

The
Author
recovers.

]aroe Drams of Cordial . Waters, went to Bed,

ﬂept three or four Hours,..and then went over
to the Ifland, - L was, foon uﬁcr taken il of
a..Hever. ‘

O ~. the 19th, Mr, Verman, a Merchant. of
Cuteheos came over kand to.Geregia, and from
thence by Water to. the Fort, to vific the
Governor.

O n the 13th of Auguft, a little Girl-Slave
belonging to our Governor, as the was wafh-
ing herfelf up to her Knees in the River, was
taken awhy by a Shark.

O~ the 15th; being Sunday, I was able
to read Prayers to thofe few People, who
could come into the Pubhck Room, there

being
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being a great many very ill in their Bedsy as 1731.
1.had been for this Month paft, butwas then
pretty well recover’d.

O x the 24th, the Governor and Mr Har-
rifon fent for me, and told me, that as they
were in Expectation of ‘my: being appointed
a Faétor, by the next Advice from the Com-
pany, they had thought it proper to fend me
up to Foar in the mean Timé, to learn the
Nature of the'Trade, and the Temper of the
Natives, and ‘order’d' me to. prepare myfelf

for the Voyage.

O x. the 28th; about Ten at Night; I em- Author
bark’d on Board the Fame Sloop, jobn Boys 8¢ UP
Mafter;! and proceeded up the River towards t:;c/i‘l“r
Yoar, having receiv’d from the Governor and =~
Chief Merchants the following Orders.

Mr Franxcis MooRE.

James Fort, Aug. 28, 1731.
S 1R, :
O U are, .on Receipt hereofy to embark on His Ox;
Board the Company’s Sloop Fame, Capt. ders. '
John Boys, and proceed to Joar Faclory under
the Direttion of Mr Wiilliam Roberts, Faétor,
whom. we. have order’d to give you the beft Light
into the Nature of ‘the Tradey and-every thing
elfe neceffary Lo qualify you to take upon you the
Management of _the Company’s Affairs, where
and whenever it Jhall be wrequired of ‘sou.

. You are therefore, upon 'your Arrival there,
2o apply yourfelf to him 3 and; o long:' as you
Jhall continue there, to aid and ‘affift. bim in

every
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1731, every thing that relates to the Trade, and the
Company's Affairs, and efpectally o be on all
Occafions obedient to bis Commands, in order to
enable you to be the fooner qualified as afore-
faid. , :

You are to advife us, from Time to Time, of
the Progrefs you make, and give us a particular
Account of your Remarks of the Trade, and a-
bove ally the Methods you fball think beff to be
uled to pleaje the Traders, and to encourage
them to trade with the Company with the leaft
Expence. We wifb you Healths and are

Your Loving Friends,
AxTHONY ROGERS.
Tao. Harrison.

September.  ON the Paffage we met with a great many
, hard Tornados, which by their being very
formidable, obliged us to come often to An-
chor. About thirty Leagues from the Fort
we met the Greybound Galley, Capt. Ram/ay,
a feparate Trader, who had been lying at
. Foar all the Rains, and not purchafed above
, feventy five Slaves, and fome of them he was
: obliged to take by Force, they being free
! People, croffing the River in a Canoa, whom
: -he took on Account of old Serin Donfo, a
| noted Broker at Cower, near Foar, who hav-
‘ ing had a great deal of Money from Capt.
Ramfay, on Promife of bringing him a great

deal ot Trade, and not being fo good as his

Word, he very juftly feized thefe People, and

the Natives hearing of ir, obliged the old
Broker




Tnland ‘Parts of AFRIC A. 81

Broker to redeem them, which he accord- 1731.
ingly did. ;

T1s Ship having loft her Voyage, for want Obfervati-
of 'being able to flave foon, and being obli'ged‘g?:v‘;n the
to lie, at great Expence and Hazards of g,
Men’s Lives, all the wet Seafon, made me
think what great Advantage it might be both
to the feparate Traders, and the Company, if
the great Mart of Exchange was to be at
Fames Fort: 'Thatis to fay, if the Company Advantage
kept a Stock of Slaves at the Fort, fuffici- (I)Tf " g

e Yo : ; ort for a
ent to furnith any Ship immediately, with a ypa,
whole Cargo, which as foon as difpofed of,
they might be again fupplied from their Out-
Faforics. The feparate Trader would af-
ford to give a larger Price at James Fort, than
he can up the River, for there is the Charges of
going up; the Uncertainty of getting theCargo,
and when he has fometimes got half a Cargo, he
may lie fome Months before he can be able to
compleat it ;' all the Time he lies there he runs
the Hazard of the Sicknefs and Rcbellion of
thofe Slaves he already has, they being apter
to rife in a Harbour than when out at Seas
fince if ‘they once get Mafters of a Ship, in
the River, their Efcape to Shore 15 almoft
certain, - by running the Ship aground ; . but
at Sea it is otherwife, for if they fhould fur-
prize: 2 Ship there, as they cannot navigate
her, “they muft have the Afliftance of .the
White ‘Men, or perith. Befides, whilft the
Ships lie in the River, the Crews are apt to
be fick, and confequently not able to guard
heir Slaves; of which feveral Inftances have
-by. They are alfo
Jiabls to Palavers, which often turn out very

(x CX=

been, and Ships loft the
:
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expenfive, and they are obliged to pay. Cuf-
toms, and make exceffive large Prefents to
the Kings and Brokers, as thofe who have
been trading to Foar muft know by Experi-
ence.. All this would be avoided by buying
a Cargo at once. The Company would have
a Conveniency alfo by it, fince they cannot,
without Difadvantage, buy dry Goods, with-
out buying Slaves with them. If therefore
they fold the Slaves to the feparate Traders,
they might affort their Warchoufe with the
European Goods from them, and  thereby
command all the dry Goods in the River, 'in
{pite both of the Portugueze and French ; and
with good Care of the Faétors, there might
be dry Goods enough procured for to load
home the Company’s Ships with Speed, fo as
they might not be upon Charges, and lofe
Time by going on trading Voyages down
the Coaft, none of which, in my Time, ever
turned out to the Company’s Advantage.

O~z Night we anchored off ZElephant’s
Hland ; from whence we had a vaft Number
of Mufquetoes and Sand Flies, who diverted
us fo prettily that we could not get any Sleep
all Night. On the 4th of Sept. we reached
Foar, butI was fo miferably mauled, on the
Way, by the Mufquetoes, that I could hardly
walk from the Boat up to the Faftory. In
the Evening, the Adveniure Sloop, Fobn Leach
Mafter, came to Foar, having been on a
trading Voyage to Fatatenda, where, by the
Violence of the Frefhes, fhe loft all her An-
chors, and was obliged to ufe her Guns in-
ftead of them. She got an Anchorand Cable

from
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from the Fame, and the fame Night failed for 1731
Fames Fort. '~

O x the gth; the King of 'Bar/ally came to King of

Town, attended by three of his Brothers, Barjally
wiz. Boomey Haman Seaca, who was formerly :;;‘;es 5
King, and elder than the King, Boomey Fla- g
man Benda, younger than the King, and Boo-

my Loyi Eminga, younger than him, befides

which there were above oo Horfemen, and

above the fame Number of Men on Foor.
Notwithftanding he has a very good Houle of

his own in this Town, yet would he come and

lie at the Factory. In’the firft Place he took
Pofleflion of Mr Roberts’s own Bed, and then .

. . is Beha-
having drank Brandy till he was drunk, at yiour.
the Perfuafion of fome of his People, order’d
Mr Roberts to be held, whilft himfelf took
out of his Pocket the Key of his Storehoufe,
into which he and feveral of his People went,
and took ‘what they pleafed; his chief’ Fank
was Brandy, of which there’ happer’d to be
but one Anchor, he took that out, drank a
good deal of it, made himfelf drunk, and
then was put to bed. This Anchor lafted
him three Days, and then he went all over
the Houfe to feek for mores at laft he came
into a Rome where Mr Fobn Harrifon lay
fick, and deeing there a Cafe in which was fix
Gallons and half of Brandy belonging to
him and me, ' he ordered Fack Harrifon to

~get out of Bed and open it, but he ‘told -him
very ferioufly that there was nothing ‘in* it
but fome-of “the Company’s authentick Pa-
pers, which muft not ‘be opened. The
King was too''well acquainted with Liquor-
Cafes to be putoff fo, and therefore ordered

G2 fome
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1731.  fome of his: Men to hold -him in his Bed,
whilft he took the Key out of his Breeches
Pocket, he then open’d it, and took all the
Liquor. out .of it, and was not fober fo long
as it lafted; but. I muft; do the King this
Juftice, by faying that he very often fent for
Mr Harrifon and myfelf to .drink with him.
As foon as this Brandy was drank up, he
talked of going home, upon which, his Peo-
ple, even his chief Minifters, who are the
General, and the Keeper  of  his Majefty’s
Stores, amufed themfelves in taking what
they thought beft,, which, with one Thing or
another, amounted to twenty Pound Sterling;
and they had the Aflurance to open even
Chefts and Boxes. . What - Refiftance could
three Men make againft. 3002 Sometimes the
King would ride abroad,” and take moft of

] his Attendance with him, but then, when he

was gone abroad, ~we were plagued with the

“, Company of Boomey Haman Benda, and his

‘ Brother, who were, if pofiible, wor{e than

| his: Majefty.

Behaviour - O N E Day it happen’d that he took 2 Mug

of one of of Water, and pretending to drink, took his

! the King’s Mouth full, and then putting the Mug on the
5 Brothans. Table, he fpurted the Water out of his
‘ Mouth into my Face, upon which, confider-
{ ing that if I fuffer’d fuch Infolence from
| Black Men, it would make them the more
bold and infulting, and that it was better to

yenture dying once, than to be continually

abufed, and the Occafion of other Engli/hmen

\ being contemn’d, fo I rook the Remainder of
;' the Water, and threw it into his Breeches;
: upon that, he had Recourfe to his Knife, and
endeavour’d
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endeavoured to ftab' me, "but was prevented
by his favourite Attendant, who, feeing what
had pafs’d, held his' Arm, and reprefented to
him the unhandfom Ufage he had given me,
and the Provocations I had received to wet
him :- Upon which he was fo much athamed,
that he came and lay down upon the Floor,
with his Garment off, and took my Foot and
placed it upon his Neck, and there lay ull I
defired him to rife : After which, no Man
was a greater Friend to me, nor more willing
to oblige me in any refpeét than he was.

AnoTHER time he came at Night, af-
ter ‘our Gate was fhut, and broke it down,
and coming into the Houfe, with a Piftol in
his Hand, demanded Entrance into the King’s
Chamber ; ‘but the King’s Attendants ftopt
him, and tried to awake the King, but found
it impracticable: The next Morning he being
acquainted with it, fent his General to charge
him not to come in his Prefence any more till
he fhould fend for him; and that for his At-
tempt to kill him the Evening before, he
fined him three Slaves.

Tu ¢ King and all his Attendance profefs The

the MahometansReligion, notwithftanding they
drink fo much Strong Liquors ; and when he
is fober, or not quite fuddled, he prays. Some
of that Perfwafion are {o ftrict, that they will
fooner die than drink Strong Liquors; but
the King is of quite another Opinion, for he
will fooner die than drink Small when he can
get Strong. He drefles the fame as moft o
ther Kings in this Country do; with a Gar-
ment like a Surplice, which comes no lower

3 than

King’s

Religion.

He differs
from o-
thers of
the fame.
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1731. than the Knees, a Pair of Breeches of the
¥is Drefs, 2Me Sort of Cloth, about {feven Yards wide,
X115 LIIEIS. .

gather’d round the middle ; he wears no Stoc-
kings, but always a Pair of Slippers, (except
when he rides) a {mall white Cotton-Cap,
and commonly a Pair of Gold Ear-rings.. His
People, as well as himfelf, wear always white
Cloths and white Caps; and as they are ex-
ceeding black, it makes them look very well.
He is a tall Man, very paffionate, and fome-
times when any of his Men affront him, he
does not fcruple to fhoot them ; at which, I
am told, he is very dexterous: And fome-
_times when he goes aboard a Company’s Sloop
at Cobone, (his own Town and Place of Dwel-
ling) he is for fhooting at all the Canoas
His fatal which pafs by him, killing perhaps one Man
Diverfion. or two frequently in.a Day. He has got a
\ great many Wives, but never brings above
[ two or three abroad with him. He has feve-
; ral Brothers, to whom he feldom fpeaks, or
\ permits into his Company; and when they do
come, they pull off their Caps and Garments,
and throw Duft upon their Foreheads, as every
one does which come into the King’s Prefence
(except White Men.) As foon as the King
dies, his Brothers or Sons go to fighting for
the Crown, and whoever 1s ghe ftrongeit, is
made King.

His Pow- T wui1s King is potent, and very bold:
er. His Dominions are large, and divided into
feveral Parts, over which he appoints Gover-

Govern- nors, call’d Boomeys, who come every Year
i | ment.  to pay Homage to him. Thefe Boomeys are
| | very powerful, and do juft what they pleafe
R with
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with the People ; and altho’ they are feared, . 1731
yet are they beloved.

Orner Kings generally. advife with their He is ab. \
Head People, and fearcely do any thing of folate.
great Confequence, without confulting with
them firft ; but the King of Barfally is {o
abfolute, that he will not allow any of his
People to advife with him, unlefs it be his
Head-Man (and chief Slave) call’d Ferbro, viz.
(Mafler of the Horfe) who carries the King’s
Sword in a large Silver-Cafe of a great Weight,
and who gives Orders for what things the
King wants to have, or to be done, and in
Battle he is the Leader of his Men.

Tu King's ufual Way of Living is to His odd
fleep wll Day till cowards Sun-feg, then he gets }’j{a}’ o
up to drink;, and goes to fleep again till Mid- s
night 3 then he rifes and eats, and if he has
any ftrong Liquors, will fit and drink till Day-
light, and then eat, and go to fleep again.

When he is well ftock’d with Liquor, he will

fit and drink for five or fix Days together,

and not eat one Morfel of any thing in all

that time, It is to that infatiable Thirft of

his after Brandy, that his Subjeéts Freedoms

and Families are in fo precarious a Situation;

for he very often goes with fome of his Troops

by a Town in the Day-time, and returns in

the Night and fets fire -to three Parts of it,

and fers Guards at the fourth to feize the His Way
People as they run out from the Fire; he ties gf getung
their Arms behind them, and marches them e
to the Place where he fells them, which is

either Foar or Cobone.
O~
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1731. . On the 16th, the King and his Guards went
He leaves away for Cobone, having amongft them ftripe
Ja: Mr Roberts’s Chamber, and carried away his

Clothes and Books, which laft they took to
Cowery and offer’d to fell to the Mabometan
Prieft ; who looking over the Books, and not
underftanding any of them, and being a Friend
to Mr Robertsy told them, That he believed
they were Books wherein he kept the Account
of his Goods, and that to take them away
would inevitably ruin him: Upon which they
left them with him, to give back to the Per-
fon they belonged to.

Oaber. O~ the 17th Day of Oéober, Mr Fobn
Harrifon, my Fellow-Writer, went down to
Fames Fort in the Fame Sloop, in order to
be cured of a Flux, with which he was very
much affli¢ted ; but I believed he would be
never free from it, unlefs he left off the ftrong
Liquors, which are ufually drunk in that
Country. All this Month was exceflive hot,
and it began to be very foggy Mornings.

Novem- On the 11t of November 1 found the Morn-
ber. ings and Evenings begin to be exceeding col
Cold Mor- 1. © i 2 o & d;

nings and but in the middle of the Day the.Sun very
Evenings. hot.

Author O the 5th, at Midnight, being not very
catches 2 ge]l, 1 happen’d to awake, and feeing a Light
Thief. 35 the Storehoufe, I immediately rofe, and
taking a loaded Piftol in my Hand, went to-

wards the Light, where 1 found one of our

Black Servants very bufy in robbing the Store ;

I feiz’d him, and had him put in Irons, with-

out Mr Roberts knowing any thing of the
Matter,
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Matter, altho’ he layin the next Room; with
the Key of the Stores always under his Pillow:
The Fellow got it from under his Head with-
out awaking him, and thinking that 1 was
afleep too, was the reafon of his lighting the
Candle, in order to pick and chufe what fort
of Goods he liked ‘beft 5 .and had he not
lighted a Candle, it is probable I thould not
have detetted him.

89

1751

O x the 12thy I faw an Offrich, with'a Man A large
riding upon the Back of i, who ‘was going Ojirick.

down to the Forts-it being a Prefent to rour
Governor, from Mr James Conner, whobought
it when he was trading at Fatatenda 1o Auguft
laft.  The Evenings and Mornings: were.very
cold. I was very 1ll:with Painsiin - my Bones,
and Boils 'breaking out all over me fo ‘that
for four Days I was {carce able to crawl.

Ox the 22d.of December, Captain Robert Decembers

Clarke, a feparate Trader, who was late in
the Company’s Service, and went home laft
Fune, came to anchor at Rumbo’s Port in the
Snow Tryall, in, order to purchafe  young
Slaves for Lisbon.

O~ the 3d of Famuary came up 2 New-
England Scooner  call’d the Gambia, - Jobn
Major Mafter, loaded with Salt and Rums he
ftay’d here but a fhort while, and then pro-
ceeded up the River to Caffan, about four
Tides above this Place. We bought fome
wild Hog and Venifon, and found it very
good Eating, but very lean. I alfo faw an
Allegator about fix® Foot long, kill’d by a

Native

F anuary.
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x732.  Native with a Spear, as he was fwimming in
the River.

A Camel. O the 18th, I fawa large Camel belong:-
ing to the King of Barfally, which was pre-
fented to him by the King of Demel, a Coun-
try near -the' River Semegal.’ A Meffenger
which Mr Koberts fent down to the Fort,
return’d this Day with Letters from England

Author  for us both, wherein 1 found that Mr Ogle-

made '~ thorpe'had been fo indulgent as to have 20007

Fadlor.” ' Security given for me, and upon his Recom-
mendation the Company was pleafed to ap-
point me Factor. I recciv’d likewife Letters
from the Governor, and other Gentlemen at
Fames Fort; which, among other Things,

Accountof jnformd me of the Death of one of my inti-

;‘}idléab;h mate Friends and Acquaintance, Mr Charles

Houghton. Houghton, F actor, with whom I came over,
On New Years-Day he and one Mr Sergeant
lying in a’Roem, and not being well, went
to Bed before Night.  About Midnight Mr
Houghton awaked, and not' being able to go
to fleep again, and ill withal, defir'd Sergean:
to give him a few Drops of Landanum (of
which there was a fmall Vial in the Win-
dow) in a Glafs of Water. That carelefs
Fellow" Sergeant, being ‘in the Dark, pours -
the Laudanum into the Water by guefs, and
gives'it to Mr Houghton,” who drank it up,
went to'fleep, and never waked afrer. He
was a very worthy Man, and would have
been of ‘great Service to the Company, had
he lived.

K.of Bar- 'y the 21ft of this Month' of Fanuary,

alfy comes E e
égéin to artived the King of Barfully, who yefterday
Foar. fell
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fell upon one of his own Towns, and having 1732
taken a good many Prifoners, brought them
along with him, with Intent (I believe) to fell
them to Captain Clarke, a feparate Trader,
now at anchor at Rumbo’s Port. On his Ar-
rival he took Poffeflion of Mr Roberts’s Bed
and Room for himfelf, and the Slavehoufe
for his Slaves and People who look after them.
He foon inquired after that Fellow which I
found robbing the Stores, whom Mr Roberts
{fome time fince fent down to the Fort, he
being an intimate Acquaintance of the King’s.
The King’s Behaviour this Time was not
‘much unlike the laft, which obliged me to
write the following Letter to the Governor.

7, Axtn RoGers, Efg; Governor of

James ForT.

Joar Faglory, Jan.22, 17312
S TR,
N the 18th Inftant I received your agree- Author's
able Letter, as alfo Jome from Mr Ogle- Letter to
thorpe and Mr Hayes. I muft now acquaint the G-
youty that the Day afters the King of Barfally "
arrived with a fmall Retinue of about a bun-
dred Men, and forty or fifty Slaves, moft of
which are unmerchantable. He came directly to
the Fattory, and took Poffeffion of Mr Roberts’s
Room for bimfelfs and the Slaveboufe for bis
People and Captives. He endeavour'd as much
as poffible to get the Key of the Stores, which
Mr Roberts prevented with much Difficulty by
rufbing out of the Room. Soon after be fent bis
Men to [eize me, who when they brought me to
bim, laid me along upon the Bed, and fearched

my
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1732,y Pockets for the Key of the Store, but found
it wbt.  He asks much after that Fellow we fent
down  for robbing the Stores, ‘and is very angry
at our [ending him away from bence.  His being
fo inquifitive after that Fellow, " [o eager after
the Key of the Stores, and bis not [uffering People
o carry any thing from -the' Fuflory, gives me
veafon to belicve that be intends fo Srip the
Iﬁ’?z:’f,b.,teff ere be depar which, I am afraid,
nothing but a Sloop’s Arrival (with My Harri-
fon) can prevent. I am’obliged to bear the Tn-
Jults of bis People to prevent Outrages's but as I
am now in hopes of going Joon from hence, I will
bear whatever L poffibly can, belicving it “to be
Jjor the Company’s Intereft. .1 am

S TR,

Your moft obedient and

humble Servant

Fra. MoorE.

te King  Ow the 23d, the King began to trade with
tradéswith Captain Clarke, and his People behaved ver
C.Clarte, infolently to Mr Roberts and myfelf, on ac-
countof .that Fellow which we fent down to
the Lort for robbing the Stores.

Fame O« the 27th, in the "Afternoon, arrived
Sloop ar- the Company’s Sloop Fame, with a Cargo a-
rives with . 1 -~

1tine to. il fand Bar
a Cargo, Tmounting to about five thoufand Barrs, and

a long Letter from the Governor and Mr .

Harrifon, which came away before it was pof-
fible for our Letters to be arrived there. As
it is concerning the Trade, I am of Opinion

1t
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it. will not be thought improper to enter the
whole Lietter, of which there i1s an exact Co-
PY> Appendixs Nos I1.

T u.z Occafion of this Letter; was upon
new Inftruétions: coming from England 5 for
the Direction; into which: MriOglethorpe had
been lately ‘chofen, and in which Mr_ fHayes,
who was perfectly well acquainted with the
Trade of Africa, had a great-Weight, were
refolved to leave no  mecans unagtempted to
re-eftablith that, and the Affairs of the Com-
pany ; not “by. diftrefling the feparate Tra-
ders, but by bringing the Company’s Ser-
vants to do’their Duty, and to at with Zeal
and : Honefty - towards the Company. To
encourage them in it, the Prices of Provifions
at Fames Fort were lower’d, Mr Hayes alfo
was thoroughly fatisfied that the Trade mighs
be made very advantageous, by enlarging up
the River, and encouraging Dry Goods, and
by ftriking out new Trades with. the Inland
People of Africa, who arc almoft innumera-
ble, -and who, would demand and- confume a
great many Manufadures, had they where-
withal to pay for them. o enable them to
do which, Mr Hayes propofed taking off all
Kinds of Goods which that Country produ-
ces, and encouraging the Natives with giving
them: -Goods, for what they before thought
ufclefs, wiz:  Guais, Dying Barks, ‘Woods,
Hides, £5¢.. And to induce the Company’s Ser-

A (
5

vants to be vigilant in opening new
they gave T'wenty: per Cent. Encourag
o thole whe, fhould difcover any -new: (.
out of the Gains that. thould arife from

(S

ad
mentg

but this laft is not mention’d:in the l.etter.
Tor
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The King

not to be

trufted.

Unfortu-
nate Acci-
dent,

MTRAVELS wmto the

T ue King and his Guards not being gohes
and their Behaviour extraordinary bad, we
did not think it proper to land the Goods, or
take a Survey of thofe in the Store, till fuch
Time as the 'Coaft was clear, being appre-
henfive that they hada Defign of feizing them.
During the Time the King had been trading
with Captain Clarke, he had obliged us to
lend ‘him our Storehoufe to put his Goods
into, where he and his Attendance frequently
{at an Hour together drinking and fmoaking:
This' Evening, as they were caroufing there,
the King took mp a Mufquet of ours in his
Hand, and not imagining it to be loaded,
fired it off, and fhot a Brace of Balls into the
Thigh of Tomba Mendez, Son to the late King
of Barfally by a Portuguefe Woman, and Cou-
fin to the King. This Man was the Promoter
of all the Mifchief that was done ; for the
King himfelf is a good-patur’d Man, and
when fober, is unwilling te ufe any White
Man ill, efpecially thofe belonging to the
Company. ‘Had the King happen’d to have
been fitting on the other Side of the Room,
the Ball would have went into the very mid-
dle of our Powder-Room, and the Fire per-
haps have blowed us all up. However, asit
was, the King was very angry at Mr Roberts
and me for keeping loaded Arms by us, and
at the fame time ask’d us, If we thought
that either he or his People would do us any
Harm: Which fthews, that he thought we
ought to be as obedient to him as his own
Subjects, whom he daily makes Slaves of 5 and
that he was fo exceedingly miftaken, as tothink
that his Behaviour was very agreeable to us,
when nothing can come up to it for Vexation

and,
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and Uneafinefs, However, on the third of 1732/
Lebruary, very early in the Morning, - the ;0.
King and his Attendance went away, -fome o
them having broke open my Buroe, and King, &e.
taken Things out to*a confiderable Value; ﬁgﬁ;ﬁlgke
the fame Fate attended Mr Roberts, and poor il
Mr Harrifon, who leaving his Scrutore behind
him, had it broke all to Pieces, and forre
Things taken away. They alfo took . near
200 Barrs of the Company’s Goods “out of
the Storchoufe, exclufive of the Prefents made
them by Mr Roberts, which were very confi-
derable, As foon as they were gone, Mr
Raberts, Boys, and I confulted in what Manner  c...
it was beft for us to proceed. I was unwil-on had.
ling to. take Charge of this Fattory, where
we were liable to fo many Infults from the
King’s People,. whenever he came here, which
had been. twice within five Months,  and yet
for five Years before September laft, hé was Refolution
not near the Factory once. At laft, I agreed
to take a Survey of the Goods in Store, and
take the Cirgo, a-fhore which the Fame had
brought up, and that being done, to take
my Paffage in the Fame, down to the Fort,
to acquaint the Gentlemen thoroughly of the
King’s Manner of behaving towards us, when
at the Fa&tory, and withal to have him pre-
‘ vented from coming any more, or elfe it

would be impofiible for any one to live there.

Three Days we fpent in taking an Inventory,

and bringing our Cargo into the Storehoufes

which being done, I immediately fet out for

the Fort, as I propofed, carrying with me

the following Letter, from my Colleague,

Mr Roberts, Viz.

o
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Roberts’s
Letter.

AT RAVELS wto the

Zg -the:GovERNOR, and chief "Mer-
chants of James Forr.

Joar Factory, Feb. 8, 1732.

GENTLEMEN,
3

OURS, 'per the Fame Sloopy came [afe

to handy with the Goodsy agreeable to In-

voice.; oI -have. perufed the Jeveral Paragraphs of
your. Lettery -and: Jball endeavour, on my Part,
carefully to objerve the fame, and bope fhall not
fail therein.. W bat merchantable Slaves the King
of Barfally brought, be fold to Capt. Clarke, be-
fore the Sloop arrived, ' altho’he gave me fair
Lromifes every Day. . s o bis Bebaviour here,
My NMoore, and Capt. Boys: will inform you
more than A can exprefs in Writing.  Weendea-
vour’d to keep bim out of the Stores, but to no
Purpofe,] be would not be refified, but go in, ‘and
with bim. ten or twelve of bis People, intent upon
nothing but Thicving, which we could in no'man-
ner prevent,. - His own Key-keeper ‘has “a Key,
with which they. open’d the Stores in the Night-
time, and; flole confiderable Quantities of \Goods,
an. exait Account of  which yow have berein in-
clofed. . Had not the Sloop comeup, nothing could
have | prevenied their taking the whole ' Store.
They bave ftole almoft all I bad; broke my Cheft,
and Meffieurs Harrifon’s and Moore’s Scrutores,
and taken. moft of the Things out of them.' All
our Servants ranm away,. being afraid of being
Jeized and fold.  Unlefs the King can be pre-
vented from coming bere, and aéting in this Man-
ner, no Perfon can pretend 1o live perey. being
not only in Danger of lofing what Tbmg/; we
have,
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bave, but. even our Lives. I hope; Gentlemen, 1732
> A $ ?
you’ll confider, and give Redrefs; our Cafe being
quite. defperate. I have no more to add, but
7EMAin,
GENTLEMEN,
Your moft humble Servant,

WILLIAM ROBERTS.

O~ our Way down we met 2 large Ship ghip Gre-
from Briftol, called the Gregory, Capt. Robert gory,a fepa-
Smith, a feparate Trader, going up the River rateTradef
1o flave at Foar.  We alfo met the Adventure
Sloop going up to Samy, with Mr Lemaigre,
a. Company’s Faéor, who lives there, and
trades for the Company, toO whom he remits
Slaves all the Year round, at forty Barrs per

Head:

Ow the 11thy we artived at Fames Fort, Safe Re-
having had a brilk fair Gale .all the Waytum te
down. The Governor was gone down in the Z:“’”“
Guines Packet, Capt. Martin (who arrived e
here from England the 15th Inftant) to Bar-
ringding, one of the King of Barrab’s Towns, o oo

. > ; . ernor’s
where he yet ftaid, 1n order to adjuft fome Difpuee
Difputes = between him and the Company, with the
concerning the Governor’s aflifting fome fe- King of
parate Traders, who refufe to pay the King’s 7

Cuftoms.

On the 14th, the Guinea Packet returned
with the Governor ; there likewife came up
in Company with her a large Ship from L/
bon, called the Andaluzia, Capt. Pearfon, to Andatuzid
purchafe Slaves for the Brazil. The neXtSBhr‘ng;"
Day the Adventure Sloop carried up the Al- :
H cade
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1732. cade of Vintain, and his Attendants, to their
own Town, they having been down with the
Governor at the King of Barrak’s Town.

Onw the 22d, the Governor and I went on

board the Guinea Packet, who was then going

Digarcs i trading Voyage to Cutcheo, after which
Sloop goes WE Went on board the Difpatch Sloop, to take
forEngland Leave of the Captain, being now bound for
England. After we had failed a little Way

down with them, we came up in the Cutter.

And the next Day we went over to Gillyfree,

with Mr Fobn Harrifon, to take Charge of

that Faétory, in the room of Mr Hugh Ha-
milton, 'who was going to fettle a Faétory at
Fatatenda.

Soonw after, the Aundaluzia, Capt. Pearfon,
failed up the River; and the Tryal, Capt.
Clarke, came down from Foar, having about
feventy young Slaves; by him we received

Fatory of :

Yamyama- Ddvice that the Company’s Factory at Zamy-
cunda amacunda was burnt down.

burnt.

On the 1ft of March, having thoroughly

March.  acquainted the Gentlemen of the Manner we
Author's  Were ufed in at Foar, by the King of Bar-
Reprefen- J@lly, and his Attendants; and having feveral
taion. Times exprefled my Uneafinefs at flaying fo
long from my Faftory, and being as often

affured by the Governor, that whatever Deft~

ciencies fhould be made, during my Abfence,

thould be placed to my Colleague’s .articu-

Setsout Jar Account, I fet out for Foar, 1n the Sea
again for Nymph Sloop, Fobn Cooper Matfter, but hav-
Joar: ing ftrong Land Breezes againft us, we could
not arrive there in lefs than five Days, and

having
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having by the Way Occafion to drink fome 1732
of the River Water, occafioned by Neglet

of not filling Cafks below, we found the fame

to be brackifh forty Leagues above the Fort.

On my Arrival at Yoar, 1 delivered Mr Ro-

berts the following Letter.

Jamzs Fort, Feb. 28, 1731.

, WM ROBERTS
MefL % ahd
Fr. MOORE,

1 HIS will be delivered to you by My Letter in
]' Moore, and ferves to anfwer Mr Ro- Anfwer 0
; berts’s Letter, of the 8th Inftant. X:”f -
We bave in ‘the mofp mature Manner confi-
der’d the Goods, which you, Mr Roberts, [ay
avere flolen by the King of Barfallys but when
we compared the fame with the Inventory you
fent down, and the Goods difburfed by you, with
that DImventory taken the 31/t of December laft,
ae find that what is reprefented by you to be
Jrolen by the King, are all the Goods that appear
‘ to be deficient by cafting up your own Books only,
‘ without giving any Proof to us that they were
1 afiually folen by bim or People, no otherwife,
than that whatever Goods fball to you appear to
be deficient at the King’s coming to Joar, tho’
from any Negletl of yours whatever, muft, in
Courfe, "be. fiolen by bim. Thefe Proceedings of
yours, now, Mr Roberts, when compared with
what bas appeared againft you formerly, con-
cerning Deficiencies, tho’ out of meer Negleft
only, without any fuch or other Caufe whatever,
you muft believe, cannot influence us to pafs fuch
H 2 Accounts,
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1732, - Accountss without abjolute Prejudice to the Conr-

pany’s Intereft.  You are therefore io take Notice,

that unlefs we are belter fatisfied concerning this
Affairy ; than what is made to appear by My
Moore ‘and Capt Boys, "we cannoty on any dec-
count, admit of allowing fuch a Lgfs to the Com-
pany. For it is apparent by what you, Mr
Moore, have acquainted us, that Mr Roberts
might have taken an Inventory of the Company’s
Goods in Store,” from the Time be firft received the
News of the King’s coming, 1o bis Arrival at
Joar. . Your Deficiencies, upon a fecond Sarvey,
at bis Departure, might juftly then be fuppofed to
be made.away with by the King and Poople, (as
they did forcibly enter into the Company’s Ware-
boufe.) And what. leaves you no Excufe for not
doing this when you firft beard of bis coming,
was your frequent Declarations, long before, that
you expected: no otherwife, whenever. be. came to
Joar. This, and mauy other Proceedingss which
do not cobere with the Company’s Intéreft, obliges
us 10 acquaint you and you are bereby direfted,
that My Moore,  your Colleague,  have the
Charge of keeping the Wareboujes and you the
Books 5 and for the more effeiual preventing any
Abufes being offered to either Party, it is expetied,
upon Receipt of this, that a Survey be taken, in
order that you, Mr Moore, have no Pretence
from being accountable, in cafe of any Deficiencies
bhappening hereafier, and which is 10 be done in
the Prefence of Capt. Cooper to avoid Difputess

THERE goes by this Sloop a fmall Cargo,
awhich Mr Moore bas fign’d Receipts for. We
bave not to add, but wifb you Health, and remain

Your Friends and humble Servants,

ANT. RocErs, THo. HarRRIsON.
We

i
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W fet directly about taking an Inventory  173%
of the Company’s Effects, on my being ap- R;‘i‘;‘:ﬁ“
pointed to look to the Stores; at whiich ME s M
Roberts was exceeding angry, and let falli.a Roberts.
great many Expreffions, which relith’d of
nothing but ruin to myfelf and the Company’s
Affairs. Soon after, the Sea- Nympb fail’d for iﬁ“’ 5
Fames Fort, with a Parcel of fine Slaves which wﬂ’ﬁ&aves
Mr Roberts had purchafed during my Ab- for Fames

{ence. Fort.

O .the 8th, came Up the Fame Sloop, Fame
with Mr Hugh Hamilto, and Edward Pecters Sloop, L.
his Affiftant, now going tO fectle a Fatory fj;timznd
¢ Fatatenda. 'The James Ifland Shallop Came Bryco.
up alfo, with Mefl. Pbhilip Galand and Henry
Fobnfon Writers, who were going to fettle
another Factory at Brucoe, about feventy
Leagues above this Place. They ftay’d here
but one Night, and then proceeded on their

¥oyages.

O~ the next Day my Colleague, Mr Ro- Roberts
berts, quitted the Faétory, on account of my quits the
being in -Charge of the Store: All the Ser- Fattory.
vants belonging to the Faétory he took along
with him, except our Girl-Cook, and fhe
would not be perfwaded to”go away on any
Account. He drefled himfelf in Clothes like
the Natives, and went and lived at Cower, And_ goes

4 ! g : 2 and lives -
which lies about three Miles from Foar, acrofs at Cowver.
a fine large Savannah, on which there are no
Trees, but fine low Grafs, which malkes. it
pleafant for Walking, Riding and Shooting,

"This Town is fo large, that it is divided into
three Parts, Cower, Fonacunda and Touracundas
the firft and laft of which are inhabited moftly

3 by
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1732. by Mahometans, the other by Folloiffs ; each of
3‘3%;’5‘]; thefe are about a Mile round, fituated at the
Place.  Bottom of Hills on the Weft, and a fine Plain

of open Pafture-Ground on the Eaft. They
make exceeding good Cotton-Clothes here,
very dear to purchafe, and much valued by
all the Women on the River. Here lives that
SerinDoifo old Man, fo well known to all White Men,
anemi- call’d Serin Donfo, who exats upon every
nent Bro- Body very much, and has fuch great Power
ker. over all the Merchants who bring their Slaves
here, that unlefs you fee him, it is in vain tq
expect Trade. This is the chief Town on the
whole River; and, as I hinted before, the
beft Place for Trade.

Ow the 12th, the Andaluzia, Capt. Pier-
fony came up to anchor at Rumbo’s Port, in
order to purchafe Slaves ; the had not a fort-

Slaves at able Cargo, and therefore bought but few ;
10/ per thofe which he did buy, lying him in about
Head.  Ten Pounds Sterling per Head.

Oxw the 22d I receiv’d Advice, that Capt.
-Caf:-'l%““ Major of the New-England Scooner was {fome
17 S few Days fince cut off by the People of Ca/fan,
a little Way up the Ruver, at the Perfuafion

of Chequo Vof5, a Poriuguefe, who lives there.

Ow the 23d, I receiv’d Advice from Capt.
f‘e‘:g‘i' o Peatfon, that he had heard fome of the Na-
abuédfm tives talking in broken Poriugucfe about beat-

ing me, by the Perfwafion of my Colleague
Roberts, and therefore defired I would take
care of myfelf. I chofe rather to be ill-us’d
by them, than leave the Factory and Store-
houfe to be plunder’d by them, and therefore
ftay’d at home . Soon after about thirteen

Folloiffs
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Folloiffs came, who tore my Clothes, ahd beat 173%
me, and drew their Swords, and told me they

would kill me if 1 would not give them Bran-

dy. With much ado 1 rufh’d out of the
Houfe, and call’d an old Man of the Town,

whom they fear and reverence, who rcproved
threatned tO fend Word of it to .

the King 3 which made them go away afhame if‘“.a‘
of what they had done, and promife not to g
go near Mr Roberts any moIcs he having put derts.

them on to do fo.

For feveral Days we lived in this manner,
he at Cower with all the Company’s Servants,
and I at the Factory by myfelf, having much
ado to prevent People frealing the Goods s
fometimes they would be fent fingly by Ro- .
berts in the Night-time t0 rob me 3 Dbut lAP"’f"
very often met with them, and ufed them ac-
cordingly, which made Roberts take occafion
t0 fend Word to_the Gentlemen that I ufed
the Natives very il At length, on the 5th
of April, the Adventure Sloop arrived with
My Harrifon and Mr Fames Davis, by which
Conveyance We receiv’d the following L.etter.

Ts Mef: Wwm ROBERTS and

Fr'A. MOORE:
Letter to

Fames Fort, Mar.29s 1732+ themboth.
Gentlemen,
r H 1S goes by the Adventure S/oops and
ferves to acquaint yous that in Confidera-
tion of the fundry Complaints made by you a-
gainft each other, and the Dangers that threaten
the Company’s Affairs under fuch irregular and

difiratted Management, We pave appointed Mr
H 4 James
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1732. - James Davis 10 take upon bim the Diretion of

the Royal African Company’s Affairs at Joar
Faétory. You are therefore bereby direfled and
requiredy upon Receipt bereof, to deliver up to
bim all the Company’s Effetls in your Pojfe/fion.

YOU, Mr Roberts, are to continue at Joar
Faltory, and affif Mr Davis in repairing the
Fattory, till fuch Time as Mr John Brown
comes to Joar to Mr Davis’s Affiftance, then
you are 1o come down to the Fort with your
Bocks of Accounts fettled by both you and My
Moore 5. who is alfo to obferve, that be is to
proceed along - with Mr Thomas Harrifon 7o
Yamyamacunda Faélory, and there joyn with
My James Conner in direting the Company's
Affairs there till further Qrders, we being once
more willing to° give bim an Opportunity of ma-
king amends for bis paft ill Conduétsy but muft
recommend to bim to ufe milder and more affable
Treatment to the Natives there, than be has done
at Joar.

AS for you, Mr Roberts, we look upon you
as a loft Man, and one (whilft you continue that
infatiable Thirft after Liquor) incapable of ren-
dring the Company any Service.  Such are the
Reprefentations we bave bad, which we fhould
not be fond of giving Belief to, did not the Irre-
gularity and Difiraction” that appeared in your
Management of late, but too plainly confirm it.
We are

Your Friends and Servants,
ANTH. RocERs,
Tro. HArRIsON.

I Avso received Advice, that the Bonetta
belonging to the Company was return’d to
Fames Fort, from whence fhe fail'd a Twelve-

month
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month 280> and was thought to be loft. In
the Evening Mr Harrifon {ent to Cower for
Mr Roberts, who ‘being a{hamed to come, de-
fired the Meflenger O fay that be could not
6nd him ; but the Fellow being Mr Harrifow’s
Servant, refufed €0 impofe a Liye upon him,
and therefore told him the Truth.

R
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oberts

{ent for.

T uE next Morning we took 4 Survey of Dawis
¥ -+

all the Company’s Effcéts here, and deliver’d mig’c
recror at

Foar.

them up to Mr Davis; taking from him pro-
per Receipts. Mr Harrifon fent another Mef-
{enger for Mr Roberts, who finding 1t imprac-
ticable to abfcond, condefcended to come a-
Jong with the Meflenger 3 when he came he
acknowledgcd his Fault in abfenting the Fac-

' tory, and own’d that he fent People to infult

me : After which, Mr Harrifon told him, that

when Mr Brow# came hither from ZYamyama-
{

cunda, he muft go down to the Fort by the penss

firft Conveyance, in order to go to England orderd fos

Di-

with the Guinea Pacquet which would fet out England.

in about two Months times

O w the gth, in the Evening, Mr Harrifon
and I fupp’d on Board the Andaluzia, 1O take
Jeave of Capt. Pearfon. Afrerwards we em-
bark’d on Board the Adwenture S1oops in or~
der to proceed Up the River.

FOAR lies 1n the Kingdom of Barfally, Foar de-

about three Miles from Cower, acrofs -a- fine 1
Savannah, furrounded with Woods, which
harbour wild Beafts, which you may hear
howling and roaring €very Night. It 1s a-
bout two Miles from the River Gambia, {fome
part of which is up a narrow Creek, fcarce
‘ wide

cribed-
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Deferipti-
on of the
Cameleon.

TR AVELS into the

enough for a Boat; the other part is very
pleafant Walking in the dry Time, but in the
rainy Seafon it is generally cover’d with Wa-
ter. This Town is inhabited by Portuguef,
but is much leflen’d of late Years. At pre-
fent it confifts of not above ten Houfes, be-
fides the King’s and the Company’s, which
two contain as much Ground as all the others.
About a Mile from it, there is a Ledge of
Hills, high and rocky, but neverthelefs full of
Trees, which the Natives tell me runs a hun-
dred Leagues up the River. In the Summer
it is very pleafant Walking upon and about
thofe Hills ; but in the rainy Seafon it is dan-
gerous, by reafon of the vaft Number of
wild Beafts, who are obliged to keep to the
Mountains by reafon of the low Lands being
almoft cover’d with Water. In the Creek is
very good Fifthing, and on the Savannahs
good Game. The Ships that come up to
trade here, always take in their Stock of
Water out of the River, which is reckon’d
to be very good.

Dvurinc the Time I was at Foar I faw
feveral Cameleons, which fome People think
live upon the Air only, and that the Objeé
before them makes them change their Colour,
which is a vulgar Error, for they live upon
Flies, and I have feen one catch thirty or
forty of a Day with his Tongue, which is
near as long as the Cameleon itfelf ; he darts
it out about feven, or eight, or ten Inches,
and has (as I believe) a fort of glutinous
Subftance in the Tongue, for if it but juft
touches the Fly he catches it, and then coils
his Tongue ynder his Jaws in his Throat.

Some-
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Sometimes they will change their Colours
twenty Umes 2 Day, jult s they pleafes
{ometimes they will be of the Colour of the
Objeék neareft “hem, but that is as they pleafe
t0o. In the Space of two Days 1 have {een
one of all forts of Colours, but I have ob-
ferv’d that generally when they fleep they are
of a bright light Yellow. Some of them are
as large as the largeft-fized Lizards, very
ugly, but have {mall beautiful Eyes, which
are made and placed in fuch a mapner, a3 to
look backward with one, and forward with
che other. I thought that the Tongue and
Eyes of this Creature had been obferv’d only
by myfelf 5 but after 1 return’d to England,
going o fee the Collection made by that
Learned Gentleman Sir Hans Sloane, I found
nothing had efcaped his Curiofitys and that
the Tongue of a Cameleon had been by him
preferv’d in Spirits, and diffe¢ted in {fuch a man-
per as plainly fhows, that Nature has wifely

rovided the Cameleon with a Weapon with
which he can nourifth himfelf, and that this
little Creature has 2 Tongue which he ufes to
feed himfelf with Flies, in the {fame manner as
the great Elephant ufes his Trunk.

H g rRE are a fort of Screech-Owls, which in
the Night make a very difmal Noife, and are
taken by the Natives for Witches : If onc o
thefe Birds happens to come into a Town at
Night, the People are all up firing at it and
as 1 do not find that they ever had the good
Fortune toO {hoot any of them, the poor
Creatures il continue in the Opinion ©
their being Witches. Thefe Screech-Owls
were a lerror to the Egyptians, and fre-

quent upon the Nile. ABOUT
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Owls ta-
zen for
Witches.
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1732. ArouT the Savannah are plenty of Deer,
wild Hogs, Buffaloes, Geefe, Ducks, Par-
tridges, Doves and Quails 5 all which are
very good Eating, and admired by the Na-
tives themfelves, and what is worth remark-
ing, the Partridges here have fometimes two
large Spurs on each Leg. I had reafon to
remark it, becaufe one Day as I had juft fhot
one, fearing he would get away, I fnatch’d
him up, and tore my Hands with his Spurs.

ABOUT Foar, and in no other place on the
D, " . . o
Bird with River, I have feen a remarkable Bird, which

Partridges
withSpurs.

{?}:;gs. comes abroad at Dusk, with four Wings, and
L about the Bignefs of a Pigeon'; but tho’ this
is called a Bird by the Natives, yet whether it
1s a Bird, or'of the Bat-Kind; T am not cer-
tain, having never feen oneiof them dead, tho?

I have frequently fhot at ‘them.
;’Kilfilain. In the beginning of ‘the rainy Seafon

Purflain grows wild of itfelf, very good, and
‘ not unlike what we have in England, We
Colliloo.  have alfo another Herb call’d Colliloo, much

like Spinage, and eats almoft as well.

Nuts with T g r & are alfo Nuts, which are tolerable
two Ker- good Eating, and, produce two Kernels in

el each Shell ; they do not look like our Nuts,
but rather like a dry’d Acorn.
Croco- Hzrze are alfo plenty of Cragcodiles,

diles, their which the Natives are great- Admirers of;
i?’ff:wgth as likewife their Eggs, which I have fre-
S ice %ifh. quently feen them eat when there have been

young ones in them as long as my Finger,

which makes them (they fay) the nicer.

Trrs is one of their niceft Difhes, but
their common Food is call’d Coofcooth, be-
ing

-
.
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ing Corn beaten in a Wooden Mortar, and 1732

fifted thro’. a fine Basket till it is about as gofcootb,
- . - a fort of

fine as coarfe Flower, then they put 1t INTO Flumme-

an earthen Pot full of Holes likea Cullinder, ry.

which is luted to the Top of an earthen Pot,

in which is boiling Water, and fometimes

Broth in it, the Sream of which cures and

hardens the Flower, and when it is done, they

mix thern together, and eat it with their

Hands. Fifh dried in the Sun, or {moalked,

is a great Favourite of theirs; but the more g ..

ic ftinks, the more they like it. There is kindsgsf

{carce any thing which they do not €ats large Foods.

Snakes, (Guanas, Monkeys, Pelicans, Bald-

BRagles, Allegators, and Sea-Horfes are excel-

lent Food. And their Liquor is Palm-Wine,

Ciboa- Wine, Honey- Wine, (which is not

unlike our Mead) Brandy and Rum; but

when they can get the two laft, they drink Tempe-

but a {mall Quantity of the others. The on- 575 -

ly Liquor to pleafe 2 Mahometan is Sugar mf;_mb

and Water.

T u e Mundingoes have a Cuftom of building OddFancy

their Houfes clofe together, which is the Occa-
fion of fo many Conflagrations that happen eve-
ry Years and if you a{le them why they build
not their Houfes farther from one another,
they tell you that their Anceftors did not,
that they endeavour’d to imitate them, for
they were wifer than they are now.

In every Town, almoft, they have a large
Thing like a Drum, called a Tantong, which g‘”’&”s’j (o
they beat only on the Approach of an Phes
my, or fome very extraordinary Occafion, to
call the neighbouring Towns to their Afiilt-

ance.

inBuilding
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i732. ance.- This fame Tantong can, in the Night-
Time, be heard fix or feven Miles.

TaEvy are naturally very jocofe and mer-

: ry, and will dance to a Drum or a Balafeu
Natives  fometimes four and twenty Hours together,
grento jdancing now and then very regular, and at
Dancing. Other Times in very odd Geftures, ftriving
always to outdo one another in Nimblenefs

and Activity.

TuEev are very fubjeét to {cold with one
another, which they call fighting, for if two
Perfons abufe each other very heartily, they
call it a great Fight, and are generally a good
while before they come to Blows, which how-

Yetaptto €Ver does fometimes happen; and then they
quarrel.  do fight in Earneft, either with Knives, Sa-
gays, or Cutlafles, whichfoever they are pro-
vided with, and they very often kill one ano-
ther s but when that happens, the Murderer
flies to another Kingdom, and that King al-
ways protects him, and looks upon him kind-
ly, and treats him as one of hisown Subjetts.

SomE People have a good many Houfe-

Slaves, which is their greateft Glory, and

they live fo well and eafy, that it is fometimes

a very hard Matter to know the Slaves from

their Mafters or Miftrefles; they very often

Bafy Con- being better cloathed, efpecially the Females,

dition of . who have fometimes Coral, Amber, and Sil-

Slaves.  ver about their Hands and Wrifts, to the
Value of twenty or thirty Pounds Sterling.

Frogs I~ the rainy Seafon, at Night, the ¥rogs,
large and of which there are vaft Numbers, and much
loud larger
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larger than thofe in England, make as much 1732
Noie as 4 Pack of Hounds, and at a good
Diftance is not much unlike it.

Boru Men and Women, efpecially the lat-
ter, take a great Delight in carrying a Bun- Fancy of
dle of imall Keys about them, tied round ;g“ymg
their Middles, only for the Sake of being i ¢
thought rich.

Ow the 1oth, we arriv’d at Yamimarew,
which is the pleafanteft Port in the whole Ri-
ver, being delightfully thaded by Palm and
Ciboa Trees, the Leaves of which are made Yanima-
ufe of for covering Houfes, and are called ’leq”h?iie
Palmetto. Here the Company have a fmalll;%r:'u
Houfe, with a Black Faftor, to purchafe
Corn for the Ufe of the Fort. In 1734 feve-
ral feparate Traders coming to Foar, and find-
ing themfelves ill ufed by Serin Donfo, the chief
Broker, 'they one and all came up to this
Place, and made the Merchants bring up
their Slaves from Foar after them, which had
like to have occafioned a Quarrel between the
King of Yany and the King of Barfally, the
latter thinking that the former had fent Mef-
fengers to decoy the Ships from his Port
of Foar.

On the 15th, we left Yamimarew, and
proceeded up to Caffan, 2 lictle above 1t,
where, abont three Weeks before, the New
England Scooner was cut off by the Natives.
As foon as we arrived there, Mr Harrifon
and I went afhore, where, when the whole
Town was come about us, Mr Harrifon
demanded the Slattee 1o give him ‘an Ac-

count

Caffan.
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count how he dared to kill Capt. Major,  of
the New England Scooner :* To which he an-
{wer’d, as near.as I could tranflate it, in the
following Manner.
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«¢ §om £ Years ago this Place was a' Port
of gteat Trade, which made a gteat many
Ships  refort hither; who often ufed us
very ill, by carrying away feveral of our
Friends and Relations by Force, without
any Provocation. Even laft Year Capt.
Stomebam carried away one of my own Ne-
phews, becaufe Seignior Cheguo Vofs, a Por-
1uguefe, who lives in this Town, was not fo
good as. his Promife, in bringing *him
Trade by the Time limited. Now lately,
this New England Scooner began alfo to
impofe upon ‘me in the following Manner.
Soon after it arrived at my Port, the King
of Lower Zany, /in whofe Dominion this
Town is, fent a Slave to me to fell for him;,
which I carried aboard the Scooner, to
Capt Major 5 but he having no very good
Goods, at leaft not'fuch as I liked, made
me defer felling him, till fuch Time as I
could acquaint the King what Sort of
Goods he had; upon which the Captain de=
firrd I would leave the Slave aboard till the
King’s Anfwer came, which I accordingly
did. . Ac length I receiv’d Orders from the
King not to fell the Slave, for he did not
like the Captain’s Goods. Upon that, I
went on board, and told the Meflage to
the Captain ; at which he fell into a great
Paffion, and would not let me take the
Slave out of the Scooner. I did not fay
much to the Captain, but came home,

¢ called
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<« called all my People together, told
¢¢ them the Cafe, and then we reckon’d up
< the many Injuries we had received from
<< other feparate Traders, and at laft we re-
<« folved to take the Scooner, which we did
¢¢ the next Morning. In the Action the Cap-
<< tain was killed, for which I am very forrys
< but as for. the reft of the Men. which were
¢« on board the Scooner, I gave them the
<« Boat and fome Provifions, and let them go
s¢ where they pleafed.”

Turs Scooner belonged chiefly to one
Capt. Moore, of New England, who was then
trading in a Sloop at the Port of Yamyama-
cunda.. The Men, when the Slattee gave
them the Boat, went up. to him thither,
where he made a very profitable Voyage.

T'ri1s was the Speech of the Slattee, by which
we found the Natives refolved to defend what
they had done ; and we not having Strength
{ufficient to reduce them, were glad to go on
board and proceed on our Voyage.

CASSAN is a fmall Town on the North
Side of the River Gambia, pleafantly fituated
about a Mufquet Shot from the Water-fide,
about three Tides above Foar, fortified with
a great Number of Sticks fet in the Ground,
and filled with Clay, there being Holes left
for Mufquets, and Watch-Towers at proper
Diftances. This was a noted Town for doing
Mifchief, was always at War with fome of
their Neighbours, and would often feize upon
the Company’s Meflengers and Merchants, as
they were on the Road [IO Cower, with their

the
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s732. Slaves. In the Year 1724 moft of the Peo-
ple of this Town were taken Prifoners, and
the Slattee, whofe Name was Mackamarr,
was obliged to fly, and lives now retired at a
Place called Medina,; up the River Samys and
fince that Timé People have pafled peaceably
through the Town; being at this Time one
of the civileft in the whole River.

Brucoe Ox the 16th, in the Evening, we arriv’d

1 Fattbry. ¢ Brucoe, which lies on the South Side of the
River, in the Country of Femarrow, about

half 2 Mile from the Water ;3 between which

the Company are now building a Factory,

under the Direction of Mefl. Galand and Fobnfon.

W ftayed at Brucoe about three Days, and
then went on our Way up the River ; when
we came to Dubocunda we went athore, and
after having a Conference with the People,
about the Facory now fettleing at Brucoe, it
being under the Care of this Town, by reafon
the head Men of the Country live here, we
made them Prefents, and then went on board.

Dubocunda

Defribed. D‘U'B OIC UNDd lies on the South Side Qf
the River, about nine Miles from Brucoe 5 it

is divided into two Parts, or, if you pleafe,

into two diftinét Towns; one of which is for-

tified with a vaft Number of Ciboa Trees,

fx’d in the Ground, and Clay ftuffed in be-

tween, to ftrengthen it, fo that it is listle -

ferior to a Brick Wall. The other Town is

only furrounded with a Cane Cirk, much like

our Engli/b Hurdles, faftened up with a great
Number of Sticks, as almoft all the Gambia

H Towns and Facories too are furrounded with.
| The
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The People live in the open Town till fuch 1732.
Time as they are hotly at War with any
others, and then they fly into that which is
fortified, that being their laft Shift. Thefeare
a very rebellious Sort of People, and have a
King of their own, whom they call Suma,
having driven the lawful Emperor of Jfemar-
row out of his Town, to the very Borders of
the Country, where he lives retir’d, and
dares not come any Diftance from home.

eople
there,

On the 20th, we arrived at Cuttejarr,
about ten Leagues above Dubocunda. It lies
on the North Side of the River; the Town
is a Mile from the River Side, between which
the Company had once a Factory ; but being
overflowed in or about the Year 1725, by
which the Company loft a great many Goods,
they moved it to Samy, about eight Miles Samy.
from Cuttejarr by Land, but by Water a
great deal farther.

Cuttejarr.

TuEe next Day we arrived at Samy River’s
Mouth, which is on the North Side of the
River ;s it is famous for great Numbers of Allegators
Allegators, infomuch that there is a great deal 722V, i
AP e cille-
of Mifchief done by them every Year. About ygy,.
twelve Miles up the River is the Town of
Samy, noted for good Trade: The Company ,IG;’:? ¢
had here a Fa&ory under Mr Fames Lemaigre, Sa;}_,)f :
a Frenchman, who bought a great many Slaves,
and renficted them to Fames Fort, at a fettled
Price : He dying in the Year 1733, one 7a-
lentine Mendez, a Black Portuguefe, contraéted
with the Company to remit them Slaves ata
certain Price, and now lives at his own Houfe
at Wallia, about four Miles above Samy. 1
i went
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went up with Mr Harrifon to Samy Town,
where by the Way we faw vaft Numbers of
Allegators, efpecially upon fome Iflands which
are near the Mouth of the River.

On the 26th, as we were weighing, we
loft our Anchor by a large Tree lying at the
Bottom of the River. About Noon we arri-
ved at 2‘"a7iz>‘<zmmu;zda, and went afhore foon
after. ‘Thenext Evening Mr Harrifon proceed-
ed on his Voyage up the River. For feveral
Nights we had a great deal of Lightning.

Onx the 6th of May, at Night, I was vi-
fited by a Mumbo Yumbo, an ldol, which 1s
among the Mundingoes a kind of a cunning
Myftery. Itis drefled in a. long Coat made
of the Bark of Trees, with a Tuft of fine
Straw on the Top of it, and when the Perfon
wears it, it is about eight or nine Foot high.

- This is a Thing invented by the Men to keep
The Bug- their Wives in awe, who are fo ignorant (or

bear of
Wives.

Manage-
ment.

v

at leaft are obliged to pretend to be {o) as
to take it for a Wild Man 3 and indeed no
one but what knows it would take it to be
a Man, by reafon of the difmal Noife it makes,
and which but few of the Natives can manage.
It never comes abroad but in the Night-time,
~which makes it have the better Effect. When-
ever the Men have any Difpute with the Wo-
men, this Mumbo Fumbo is fent for to deter-
mine its which is, I may fay, always in Fa-
vour of the Men. ‘Whoever is in the Coat,
can order the others to do what he pleafes,
either fight, kill, or make Prifoner ; but
it muft be obferved, that no one 1s allow-
ed to come armed into" 1ts Prefence. 'When

the
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the Women hear it coming, they run away 1732.
and hide themfelves ; but if you are acquaint-

ed with the Perfon that has the Coat on, he

will fendfor them all to come and fit down,

and fing or dance, as he pleafes to order

them ; and if any refufe to come, he will fend

the People for them, and then whip them.
Whenever any one enters into this Society, Initiation,
they fwear in the moft folemn manner never
to divulge it to any Woman, eor any Perfon
that is not enter’d into it, which they never
allow to Boys under fixteen Years of Age.
This thing the People fwear by, and the Oath
is fo much obferved by them, that they reckon
as irrevocable,'as the Grecians thought Fove did
of old, when he fwore by the River Styx.

Secrecy.

Reve-
rence.

z’_&BOUT the‘ Yea'r 17275 the King of Fagra, Tragical
having a very inquifitive Woman to his W ife, Story.

- was fo weak as to difclofe to her the whole

Secrets of this Myftery, and fhe, being a
Goflip, revealed it to fome other Women of
her Acquaintance, which at laft came to the
Ears of fome who were no Friends to the
King. They confulted upon it, and fearing
that if the thing once took Vent, they fhould
not be able to govern their Wives fo well as
they otherwife would, they took the Coat,
put a Man into it, went to the King’s Town,
fent for him out, taxed him with it; he not
denying it, they fent for his Wife, and upon
the Spot killed them both: So the poor Man
died for obliging his Wife, and the poor Wo-
man for her Curiofity.

Tuere are very few Towns of any Note The 1dol
but what have got one of thefe Coats, which common.
: I3 in
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in the Day-time is fixt upon a large Stick
near the Town, where it continues till Night,
the proper Time of ufing it.

Onx the 10th came down the Fame Sloop
from Fatatenda, where fhe was with Mr Hugh
FHamilton. The next Day one of the Coms=

any’s Slaves, as he was wafhing himfelf at
the Port, was carried away by a Crocodile 3
and about two Days after the Fame Sloop
Giled down the River, with Mr Fobn Brown,

to aflift Mr Fames Davis, Factor at Foar.

O the 26th, as I was angling at the Port,
I was furprized with {eeing a Crocodile catch
at, and bite a large Fifh in two thro’ the
middle.

O« the 10th of Fune, the Adventure Sloop,
Fobu Leach Mafter, came down hither with
Mr Harrifon s he feem’d to fay, that he had
been about two and twenty Lcagues above
Fatatenda in the Sloop’s Boat, to difcover this
River, at which Place he found a Ledge of
Tuble Rocks, which hinder’d him from going
any farther. At Night I vifited Mr Harrifon
on Board the Sloop s during the Time we had
a very dreadful Tornado, in which a Sort of
large Flies with long Wings came on Board in
fuch prodigious Numbers, that flying into the
Flames of the Candles; the Table was foon
cover’d with thofe that burnt their Wings 3
and’ others which were not burnt, as they
walked along the Table fhed their Wings,
and then were nothing but fo many pertfect

e Maggots. « We faw alfo feveral other
Infeéts, fome of which I have here repre-
fented. On

g
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O n the z4th, the River Gambia began to
rife and grow muddy, the Stream always ran
down, and no Tide came up. Soon after I
went on Horfeback from Yamyamacunda to
Baffy Port, in order to go to Nackway,
where Mr Conner and 1 had a Portuguefe Ser-
vant fettled to make Trade for the Company s
the reafon of my going was to infpect into his
Behaviour, and to examine his Accompts. This
Port of Ba/j lies in the Kingdom of Tomany,
on the South Side of the River Gambia, about
a Tide and half above Yamyamacunda by Wa-
ter, and about fifteen Miles by Land; all the
Way to itis very woody, and in the midit
there is a fteep Hill full of Rocks and Trees.
I Jay all Night in one of the Natives Huts,
and “the next Morning, leaving my Horfe
here, crofs’d the River in a fmall Canoa, and
walked to Nackway, being about feven Miles,
fituated in the Kingdom of Upper 2any, on
the North Side, and abouta Quarter of a Mile
from the River. It has formerly beenaTown
of great Trade, but fince the feparate Tra-
ders have been allowed to trade in the River,
it is much decay’d, and now the Merchants
do frequently march thro’ this Town towards
Cower with their Slaves. Half the Way from
Baffy Port to Nackway is thro® Woods, but
the “other half is over a fine large Savannah,
without any Trees, except one or two here
and there, and in the rainy Seafon it is gene-
rally under Water.

O~ my Arrival at Nackway they wel-

comed mé with fome Mufick called a Ba-
lafen, which at about an hundred Yards di-
ftance founds fomething like a fmall Organ.

g Ic
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1t is compofed of about twenty Pipes of very
hard Wood, finely rubbed and polithed ; which
Pipes diminifh by little and little both in
Length and Breadth, and are tied together
with Thongs made of very thin fine Leather.
Thefe Thongs are twifted about {mall round
‘Wands, which are put between every one of
thofe Pipes, in order to leave a {mall Space.
Underneath the Pipes are faftned twelve or
fourteen Calabathes of different Sizes, which
have the fame Effe¢t as Organ-Pipes. This
they play upon with two Sticks, which are
cover’d with a thin Skin out of a Ciboa-Tree
Trunk, or with fine Leather, to make the
Sound lefs harfh. Both Men and Women
dance to this Mufick, and very much like it,
and they are highly delighted to havea White
Man dance with them, or drink wich them 3
but if the Liquor belongs to a White Man,
which they are not very well acquainted with,
they are very cautious how they drink, always
making him drink the firft Glafs, for fear of
being poifoned.

T uz Natives, really, are not fo difagree-
able in their Behaviour as we are apt to ima-
gine ; for when 1 went thro’ any of their
Towns, they almoft all came to fhake Hands
with me, except fome of the Women, who
having never feen any White Men, ran away
from me as faft as they could, and would not
by any Means be perfwaded to come near me.
Some of them invited me to their Houfes, and
brought their Wives and Daughters to falute
me, and fit down by me, always finding things
about me to gape at and admire, fuchasBoots,
Spurs, Gloves, Clothes or Wig, each of them

being
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being to them Subjeéts of Difcourfe and Ad- 1732

miration.

T ux Girls would have People think they OFf the Fe-
are very modeft, efpecially when they are in males.
Company ; but take them by themfelves, and
they are very obliging ; for if you will give
them a little Coral, or a Silk Handkerchief,
you may take what Liberty you pleafe with
them : But thofe who pretend to be of the
Portuguefe Religion, and therefore call them-
felves Chriftians, they indeed are fomewhat
more referved than the Mundingoes are. But
notwithftanding their Religionand Chriftianity
too, if any White Man has a Fancy to any of
them, and is able to maintain them, they will
make no Scruple of living with him in the
Nature of a Wife, without the Ceremony of
Matrimony.

T u ¢ Men commonly wear Swords flung Men dex-
over their Right Shoulders, others carry Sagays trous at
or Spears, about three Yards long ; others g
have Bows and Arrows, but all of them wear
Knives flung by their Sides ;s and, indeed, I
have obferved, that they are very dextrous at
ufing whatever Sort of Weapon they carry;
which, I am forry to fay, is more thana great
many young Fellows in England are; for, 1
believe, there are many Hundreds who wear
Swords, that would, upon occafion, be puzzled
which Way to ufe them.

TrEeir -Manner of Salutation is, Shaking Ceremo.
Hands ; but generally, when the Men falute nies.
the Women, they, inftead of fhaking their
Hands, put it up to their Nofes, and fmell

twice
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twice to the Back of it. And nothing can
affront them fo much as to falute them with
your left Hand. When 2 Man has been a
Day or two from home, the Wife falutes him
on her Knees at his Return, and in the fame
Pofture the always brings him Water to drink.
This, I believe, 13 the Effect of, what I before
mention’d, Mumbo Fumbo.

T uos £/ Natives who live high up the
River, havea much better Chara&er than they
had formerly : For it is reported, that they
afed to lay their Pipes or Calabafhes under
your Feet or Chair (even in your own Houfe)
on purpofe o have them broke, and then to
infift on being paid above twenty times the
‘Worth of the Commodity 3 and if you deny
paying it, they infift upon your giving them
the very fame thing which you broke s that
being impuﬁ}hlc to comply with, you muft of
Neceflity ac.f_}u':?fccz to whatever Demands they
make, unlefs you have Friends enough among
them to diffwade them from fuch }:npoﬁ‘;i(m./

WHEN any Perfon brings you Eggs or
Fowls to buy, itis 10 p\:udcm to kill or make
ufe of any of them, before the Perfon you buy
ally gone away s for it feems
1 15 .Country - (and not yet
ver Commo-
. he may, if,

¢ the things
return’d to him again, on his p;a’ying back the
Money any time before the fetting of the Sun
. 1 ehis Cuftom is ftill in force

.r, but here below it is

rn out. However 1

fhall

them of is actu
% n Aol

it was a Cuftom 1n th
thoroughly repealed) that whal

dity 2 Man fells in the
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fhall here give an Account how a Gentleman,
who had the Honour of being at the Head
of the Company’s Affairs here, was ferved at
this very Town of Nackway.

N o1 above twelve Years ago he went up
in a Sloop on a Trading Voyage to Nackway,
where he gota Hut built, and took hisGoods
afhore to trade with. It happen’d that one
Morning a Man brought a Cow to fell to him,
which he bought for anIron Barr ; foon after
he bought it, he cut the Cow’s Tail off;, which
being carried to the Ears of the Fellow that
fold the Cow, he refolved to make a Handle
of it, in order to extort Money from the Go-
vernor. Accordingly about Noon the fame
Day he came to the Port of Nackway in a
feeming good Humour, and a great Number
of People with him, with a plaufible Story,
that as he was going the next Day to marry
oné of his Daughters to a young Man for
whom he had a great Regard, and had nothing
to make him a Prefent of, he therefore had
thought better of ‘it, and was not willing to
fell his Cow, as he intended, and fo defir’d he
might have it retutn’d to him. The Gover-
nor not dreaming of the Plot, immediately
order’d one of his Servants to bring the Cow,
and return it to the Perfon who brought it.
Accordingly the Cow was produced, at which
the Fellow feem’d furpriz’d, and told the Go-
vernor that that was not his Cow. The Go-
vernor told him it was. How can that be, {ays
he, my Cow had & Tail on when I brought ber to
you this Morning. It is wery true, quoth the
Governor, when I bought it /he bad a Tail 5 but
when I bad’ paid for ber, I cut the Tail of.
' How,

123
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How, fays the Fellow, durft you have the Affu-
rance to cut off my Cow’s Tail without my Leave?
I value the Cow and ber Tail at three bundred
Barrsy and that Sum you fhall pay me before you
Sir from this Place. ‘The Governor was very
much out of Humour (to be fure) and endea-
vour’d to prove, that after he had paid for
the Cow fhe belong’d to him; but it was all
to no purpofe, for every one prefent gave it
againft him (expecting to come in for a Snack
of the Money) and fo he was obliged to go
to his Store, and pay the Fellow three hundred
Barrs for only docking the Cow’s Tail. After
he had paid the Money he ftay’d at the Port
without taking any Notice of the Affront, and
when he had got his Complement of Slaves,
he very civilly took his Leave of the People,
without fo much as mentioning the Affront
put upon him, and failed down to Fames
Fort.

For a Year, or more, this Affair flept, in-
fomuch that the People of Nackway thought
1t was all over and forgot; but at laft they
found themfelves much miftaken, for the Go-
vernor fitted out a pretty large Sloop with
twelve Guns, and a good many Hands, and
gave out fhe was going on a Trading Voyage
up the River, he himfelf embarked on Board
her privately, left the Natives fhould know
of. it, and carry the News up the River,
which, probably, would have deterr’d them
from coming on Board. The Sloop proceed-
ed flowly up the River, trading at every Porr,
the Governor not thowing himfelf to anys but
as foon as he came to anchor at the Port of
Nackway, the Captain was fent afhore to tell

the
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the Natives that he had got a fine Cargo of
Goods on Board, in order to purchafe Slaves,
and- fo defired fome to come and take their
Cuftom. Accordingly fix of the greateft Men
in the Town went on Board, when being con-
duéed by the Captain into the Cabbin, they
were'not a little, nor very agreeably, furpri-
zed to fee the Governor; one of thefe fix
People was the Owner of the Cow’s Tail,
which the Governor paid fo dear for; him
and four others the Governor order’d to be
put in Irons, and then fent the fixth athore
to tell the People, that he was come up in
order to receive Satisfaction for the Money
extorted from him for cutting off his own
Cow's Tail. When the Boat was put off, he
order’d thirteen great Guns to be fired, in or-
der to let the People know that he was not
without Strength. They judging it imprac-
ticable to pretend to cope with a Veflel of
fuch Force, fent him ten prime Slaves, which
at thirty Barrs per Head, amounts to juft the
Sum which the Governor paid for the Cow.
They at the fame time acknowledged their
Error, and faid they were juftly ferved for
fuffering People ta impofe upon White Men,
efpecially thofe who were fo Good Friends to
them as the Company was. The Governor
cleared the five Men, but did not much care
to go afhore, yet he made a great deal of
‘Frade aboard the Sloop, and carried it {o fair
and obliging to them, that they never refented
this Trick, but have ever fince behaved as ci-
villy as any other People on the whole River.
Ox' the 8th of Fuly, in the Morning, Capt.
Boys Mafter of the Fame Sloop, and Mr. Phi-

lip
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