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Mr. PITT’s Adminiftration,

He wifhes to lay open and reveal to the unerring Public,
both the motives and aétions of every part of his Admi-
niftration.

Obfervations on the Spanifh papers.
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FYOKM % HERE is no period in our hiftory
X more interefting than Mr. Pitt’s admi-
X T niftration ; nor any that has been more
ﬁ%%%}{ glorious. It exhibits an unparallelled
feries of furprizing events; a wonder-

ful and extenfive {cene of vi&ory and fuccefs ; an
amazing view of minifterial abilities and penetra-
tion; a full exertion of the fecret fprings of action,
in both offenfive and political meafures ; an inde-
fatigable attachment to bufinefs, promptéd and
guided by the ftricteft principles of duty, honour
and integrity ; and a patriotic zeal, that diffufed a
noble thirft for glory and conqueft wherever the
Britifh arms adventured.—This is the public opi-
nion; the opinion of all candid and independent
men, who are not attached to any party, nor have
any intereft to gratify ; but {peak their fentiments
as naturally arifing from a refleftion of the many
B fervices
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(6)
Gervices this nation has received during his admini-
firation.

He was early inftructed in a political and virtuous
knowledge of the. principles and bleflings of this
conftitution ; and it was foon difcovered, that his
abilities fot the management of government were
of fuch a nature, as to make his affiftance necef-
fary ; but his oftate at that time did but barely quas
lify him to hold a feat in the houfe of commons.
His friends procured hima commiffion in the army,
and he was appointed a cornet of horfe, which poft
he held, till havingin 1737 {fupported a motion in
¢he houfe of commons for augmenting the Prince
of Wales’s falary, he wasdifmifled; or, as he him-
felf hath termed it, ¢ corruption ftooped {o low
¢ g¢ to take the ftandard out of the hands of a
¢ corner.”  Being divefted of - public pay, he Vit-
tuoufly circumfcribed his expences within the limits
of his income.; for being defcended from a good
family, and allied to {everal noble ones, hethought
it incumbent to preferve the luftre derived from
both: in private he was frugal, tempefate, honeft,
fincere and beriévolent ; in public, wbere is “to be
found his more {fubftantial praife, he ‘was naturally
free, brave and uncorrupt.—If it thould’be afled,
how can fuch a man' have enemies? it may be
afked in reply, how can there be fuch a thing as 2
villain >—T he honeft and well-meaning part of the
nation are not his enemies: he is only obnoxious:
to certain callous hearts, who cannot withftand the
force of truth. His fpirit and abilities engaged
him to revenge the unconftitutional infult offered to
the liberties of his country, through his perfon.

"In thofe corrupt and daftardly times he ftood up

with the few that were infpired by virtue, and
poured forth fuch torrents of eloquence and p&
triotifm, as firuck dumb the tongues of thofe infirs:

menta regwi, thofe tools of ftate, who had engagﬂd
10
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to oppofe the genius of Britain. By fuch powers
having rendered himfelf particular and remarkable,
it was confidered and advifed as a prudent meafure,
to bring over, or at leatt filence, fuch an orator, and to
have the external affectation of employing men of
undoubted honefty and abilities ; therefore he wasat
that critical period (1746) when the two brothers
and their coadjutors refumed their places, appointed
vice-treafurer of Ireland, and foon after pay-mafter
general of the forces, and fworn aprivy-counfellor.
Tn his office of paymafter he was ftill governed by
his inflexible integrity, his fteady and uniform ad-
herence to honour and honefty ; he refufed certain
gratuities common to his poft, and he introduced a
great reformation into it: even his warmeft enemies,
do to this day acknowledge he behaved uncorruptly
inoffice.- 1t was by thefe atts of ftriét juttice and
virtue, that he acquired an unparallelled popularity
and unlimited confidence.

The temporary peace of Aix la Chapelle was
foon followed by a renewal of the war, which was
both unfkilfully and unfuccefsfully conducted till
the period we are going to treat of. When (in
1755) Sir. Thomas Robinfon refigned his poft of
fecretary of ftate, his late majefty appointed Mr.
Fox, whowas then fecretary at war, to fucceed him.
Te muft be obferved, that Mr. Foxand Mr. Pitt never,
agreed in any thing but in oppofing Sir Thomas;
therefore, upon Mr. Fox’s promotion, Mr. Pitt
refigned his office of paymafter-general, not chu-
fing to ferve when his antagonift was put over his
head *: indeed it would ‘have been next to a mi-

B2 racle,

* This refignation has been thus accounte | for by one of
his friends:—¢ He relinquifhed this fubordinate power, rather
¢ than co-operate with weak or wicked men, in fchemes pre-
« judicial to the common interefts of his country.”
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racle, if his majefty had called in Mr. Pitt, whe
had fo often, {o long, and fo frenuoufly oppofed
the favourite meafures of the court. On thefe al-
terations in the miniftry, parties became inftantly in-
flamed, and much altercation enfued. In fuch a
fvftem of politics as was preferved throughout the
late reign, it was impofiible that Great-Britain thould
enter Into a war with France, in which Hanover
would not become connected ; therefore the mi-
niftry fet about framing continental alliances for the
prefervation of that elettorate: they made one
with Ruffia; but the King of Pruffia manifefting
adiflike toit, another was made with him, and the
former rendered void. Here the foundation of the
German war was laid ; a war with which the ene-
mies of Mr. Pitt have endeavoured to wound his
reputation, by making it chargeable upon him; but
moderate men will confider, that he cannot be
blamed with doing what was dene before he came
into the admibiftration. This treaty with Pruffia
was figned on the 16th of January 1756, and Mr.
Pitt did not come into the * adminiftration till De-
cember following. The fcheme of politics was even
affixed, the conditions determined, the plan of
operations laid down, and the houfe of commons
firft granted a million, and then 20.000Z in con-
fequence of this treaty, {ix months before Mr. Pitt
came into the adminiftration. ' .

The kingdom by mifmanagement was foon
brought into a ftate of danger, and the French
threatened to invade it. - As all was in confufion,
divifion and"anarchy, a body of troops from Ha-
nover and Hefle were imported from the continent,
to protect a kingdom, that had formerly ftruck terror
into, and commanded refpect from, almoft every po-
tentate in the univerfe ; but now was fo degenerated
and difpirited by a few years vicious manners and
principles among its leaders, as to call in toreign

" protection.
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protection. At the fight of thefe foreigners refent-
ment feemed to rouze, and all eyes ftared with in-
dignation. ‘The inhabitants of this ifland, who
are naturally brave, warm and impetuous, reflected
with horror on their prefent daftardly condition,
when compared with the glorious deeds performed
by their anceftors ; they exclaimed loudly and bit-
terly againft connexions with the continent, and
fpared not thofe who had oppofed the {cheme of 2
national militia, which would have {aved them from
this difgrace. Mr. Legge, chancellor of the ex-
chequer, having declared againft continental con-
nexions made for the defence of Hanover, was
directed to withdraw from his poft. In the midft
of ‘this exafperation news was brought of Minorca
being loft, and the fort of Ofwego in America.
The flame of difcontent now became general, and
every county, and every corner of the kingdom,
echoed with complaints againft the mlmf’cry, who
faw they could not oppofe, and therefore dreaded
the vengeance of an injured people; while many
of the cities and incorporated towns in the kingdom
fent inftrultions to their reprefentatives againft the
approaching feflion : thofe from the city of London
the reader will fee in the notes ; which are not un-
worthy his notice, as they convey a {pecimen of
the fpirit of the times*. Mr. F. by fome confi-
: e dered

» In rué?zom vom the city of London to their Reprefentatives ir
y ~
Parliament.

To the Right Hon. Slingfby Bethell, Efq; lord-mavor ; Sir

John Barnard, Knt. Sir Robert Ladbroke, Knt. and Wil-
liam Beckford Efg;

“ We the lord- -mayor, aldermen and commons of the city
¢ of London in common council affembled, juftly alarmed at
¢ the critical and unhappy fituation of thefe kingdoms, do moft
g earneﬁly call you, our reprefentatives, to exert your utmoft

¢ ability
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dered as the fuperftructure of this m—y, refigned

near the latter end of O&ober 1756, - On. the re-
moval

€

EN

ability towards procuring a ftriét and impartial parliamentary
enquiry into the caufes of thefe national calamities.
<« An ‘almoft total neglet of our important fortrefles in' the
<« Mediterranean, of fuch ineftimable confequence to the trade
¢ and power of thefe kingdoms, and the permitted abfence of
¢« their principal officers many months after the commencement
¢ of hoRilities, the actual lofs of Minorca, and’ apparent dan-
se<ger of Gibraltar, arel circumftances which fill us-with amage-
<erment and concern; but when we refle& on the great prepa-
¢¢ arions for, and embarkations of, troops and artillery, and
¢ the equipment of ,a powerful fleet, publickly known to be
< carried on at Toulon, whofe ncighbourhood to Minorca was
« fufficiencly alarming, we cannot impute thefe fatal events to,
< neglet. alone; and therefore conjure you to enquire, why
«. a refpetable fleet was not immediately fent from hence, and
¢ why at laft fo fmall a {quadron was ordered upon this impor-
« tant fervice, without any frigate, firethip, hofpital fhip,
¢ tranfport, or troops beyond their ordinary compliment, and
this at a time when our naval force was confefledly fuperior
to the enemy’s.
<t The cruelties fuffered, and the loffes {uftained by our fel-
low fubjets in North-America, having long called for re-
¢ drefs, whillt the mifmanagements in the attempts for their
« fupport, and the untimely and unequal fuccours fent to their
velief, have only ferved to render the Britifh name contemp-
tible : We therefore require you to ufe your utmoft endea-
vours for dete&ting all thofe, who by treachery or mifcondudt
have contributed to. thofe great diftrefles, his majefty having;
< been graciouﬂy pleafed to aflure us, that he will not fail to
do juftice upon any perfons, who fhall have been wanting i
their duty to him or their country.
« To thefe interefting enquiries we have but too much reafon
' 1 add our prefling requett, that you ufe your earlielt endeas
« yours to eftablith a well-regulated and conftitutional militia,
« 55 the moft: Honourable defence of, the crown, and the moft
< confiftent with the rights of a_free people : and this we are
¢ the more anxious to recommend to your particular care ain
¢ artention, as every apprehenfion of danger has furnifhed a
¢ reaion for encreafing 'the number of our regular forces, and
< for the introduétion of foreign mercenaries ; the expence: 0
¢ which is infupportable : ' we therefore tinft that you will pur
< {ue this mealure before you confent to the grant of fupplies
" experience
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moval of this principal prop the m—y naturally fell
topieces; and for fome time the bufinefs of the nation
was.at 4 ftand : for to chufe a miniftry was a diffi-
cult matter in this time of divifion and difcontent.
The chiefs of the party, by whofe mancevres the
former miniftry were difplaced, at length fucceeded
to employment. On the 4th of December Mr.
Pitt was appointed fecretary of ftate in the room of
Mr. Fox, and Mr. Legge was replaced inhis former
ftation, and other promotions were made confiftent
with the fame intereft ; but ftill thefe chiefs declared
-againft continental meafures and minifterial jobbs :
upon which the old fervants of the reprefented

them

“ .experience having convinced us, that your laudable endea-
¢ 'vours afterwards may prove fruitlefs.

%< At all events we recommend it’ to youto oppofe the con-
< rtinuance of any foreign troops within the kingdom; a cir-
«¢_camftance which muft ever be confidered as a reproach to the
s« loyalty, courage and ability of this nation.

¢ “We alfo hope that you will endeavour to limit the number
s¢! of -placemen ‘and penfioners fo remarkably encreafed, and at
¢ @iproper feafon to reftore triennial jparliaments, as we con-
« ceiye it the only means to obtaina free reprefentative of the
¢ people.

¢ The immenfe fums fo chearfully paid, when almoft every
« meafure refle@s national ' difgrace, «calliupon you ftriétlycto
£¢ enquire into their Application ; and we truft, that you will
< carefully watch aud endeavour to prevent all unnatural con-
¢ pexions on-the continent, in order to preferve the indepen-
¢ dancy of thefe kingdoms.

« By rendering thefe ncceffary fervices to your king and
«. country, you will give his majefty the frongeft teftimony of
¢ your duty and affection, and moft effetually fecure to his go-
¢ vernment obedience and refpect.
¢ At the fame time we defire you thus publickly to accept
-*¢ our moft grateful acknowledgments of your paft conductin
<¢ parliament, and enjoin you at all times to hold facred and
« inviolable the a& made for eftablithing his majefty’s right ta
¢ the crown of thefe realms, and fecuring the rights and 11~
‘<& berties of the fubjeét; and that you oppofe every meafire
‘s 1tending to ‘weaken cthat compadt, ‘which, under the divine
*¢| providence, ' will ever prove the beft fecarity to his majeity’s
* facred Eerfon, “and the fucceffion in his illuftrious houfe.”
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them as difloyal, obftinate, imiperious and igno:

rant : and indeed they were honeft enough and bold

enough to pronounce their fentiments freely on

every occafion without fear or difimulation : fuch

| intrepidity no doubt gave great offence; but Mr.

I Pitt aimed at bringing the voice of the people to

> the ear of the fovereign, who he knew had been

‘ mifled; and who unfortunately was {urrounded by
a weak and worthlefs crew, who only confulted

, the felfifh paffions of private avarice and am-

1

|

|

bition, and were therefore blackened with the |
curfes of the whole nation. - Although thefe pro-
motions quieted the minds of the people, yet
( every one who knew any thing of the ftrength,
' connections and intereft of the new minifters, ex-
I pected but little from them. The had been
I modelled by Mr. Pelham, and although he died
| before the el——ns commenced, yet his plan was
followed : by this plan Mr. Pitt and his friends
[ made but a fmall party in that aflembly, and the
| reft, in confequence of ,» were his opponents ;
’[ therefore here they were to expect every check and
" oppalfition, that could embarrafs or impede their
| meafures., In the houfe of 1 their condition was
the fame. And at court much worfe : for having
been forced into power by the voice of the people,
they were looked upon as intruders, who had by
their affumption weakened part of the prerogative.
While this continued to be the cafe, the bufinefs of
i the nation in their hands could never be done with-
out caballing ; however they carried one point with
furprizing refolution, that of a nacional militia 3
thofe who would have oppofed it were afraid ; the
object was too popular to meet with oppofition,
even from the moft inveterate enemies of the new
| minifters ; and it was not intereft, but a fear of the
‘ people, that fuffered a few parriots, in the midft of
a violent faction, to execute {0 bold a ftep. It could
not be afferred by thofe who were againft this falu-
tary
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tary meafure, that an Englith militia was dange-
rous as in former times, becaufe there were now no
leaders of influence to unite the people in feditious
purpofes; nor was it believed or fufpeéted, that
there were any enemies to the reigning family in
the kingdom; therefore, not having any argu-
ments to offer, they were conftrained to be filent,
and vote for a law to put arms into the hands of
the people ; a meafure they had always dreaded, as
much as an enquiry into their own conduct. By
thus arming the people for the defence of their
own lands and liberties, it is eafy to difcover what
were the intentions of the new adminiftration :
they refolved to act with vigour, and to exert the
military {trength of the kingdom in annoying the
enemy abroad. The officers of the army had been
{uffered to abufe their leifure in drefs, cards, tea,
and milliners fhops: fuch conduét among the braveft
men will in a fhort time introduce effeminacy,
and other evils which are fatal to the purpofes of
an army ; they therefore refolved to put the troops
into actual fervice at a diftance from fuch luxuries
and debilities. Firft they were intended to be em-
ployed again{t Louifbourg, and a fquadron of fhips
was equipped in the proper feafon, and the com-
mand defigned for admiral Hawke; but this expedi-
tion did not fail till it was too late, when another
adminiftration had been appointed, and the com-
mand of the fhips given to admiral Holbourn.
Every man inftantly faw the benefits that would
arife from the wifdom and prudence of Mr. Pitt’s
adminiftration, and all degrees of the kingdom, who
had been funk in a miferable ftate of defpondency,
gave themfelves up to hope; and while honour and
honefty feemed to deck thebrowsof thenew fervants,
a chearful bloom of {pirit and joy revived in the
countenance of every individual. Three days pre-
ceding the choice of thefe minifters, his majefty

% gave
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gave orders for the return of the Hanoverians to
Germany. He had early forefeen that his German
dominions wonld be attacked by France on account
of his war with that power, and he therefore re-
folved to form an army of obfervation in Weft-
phalia for thedefence of thofe dominions. For
this purpofe were thofe troops fent back to their
own country ; and foon after, his royal highnefs the
duke of Cumberland was appointed to the com-
mand of that army. On the 15th of February,
1757, his majefty fent a meffage to the houfe of
comrions by Mr. Pitt, informing them of the for-
midable preparations made by France, and as they
were bent againft his electoral dominions, he con-
fided in them to afift him in forming and main-
taining an army of obfervation, and to enable him
to fulfil his engagements with the king of Prufiia,
both of which they immediately complied with.
But notwithftanding this compliance, Mr. Pitt and
his adherents ftill continued againft the German
war, and on account of his warm and inflexible
oppofition to it, and a falfe reprefentation of his
patriotifm and intentions, he was on the sth of
April commanded to refign the feals of his office.
During his fhort adminiftration he difpatched a
{quadron to ‘the Faft-Indies, under the command
of commodore Steevens; and another for Ja-
maica, under the command of admiral Coates:
he likewife prepared a powerful fupply for Ame-
rica, and it was ready to be fent when he was
difmiffed : in his adminiftration the militia bill
saffed both houfes, and réceived the royal affent ;
1e promoted a parliamentary enquiry into the con-
duct of the late miniftry, but it produced nothing;
—we before hinted the model of the p—, and
the reader who confiders that will eafily find a key
to this enquiry. His refolution was to employ the
whole fleet of Britain; and it was by this princtple
that he riyetted himifelf in the hearts of the people:

on

]
1
1




({15¢)
on the naval commanders he knew he could de-
pend, even in the moft defperate and hazardous en-
terprize ; for their way of life and natural ferocity
of manners fecured them from luxury and effemi-
nacy, and inftilled into them a 1k)1r1t of obligation
to glory and thexr duty. The fleet is what may be
called the natural ftrength of thefe kingdoms ; the
fame thirft for conqueft and fame reigns there as
among the people at home, who are uncoxrupted
by a vicious practice of falfe principles and man-
ners; fuch as deftroyed ancient Rome, and had
nearly brought Britain to the brink of ruin; tliere-
fore his refolution to employ this great natural
power gave infinite pleafure; but his refignation
deftroyed the fondeft hopes, and mipmted the
warmeft hearts that Britain had to boaft as her tru
friends. In a few days after Mr. Legge alfo re-
figned his poft of chancellor of the exchequer, and
other offices were likewife vacated. Once more
the kingdom was without a miniftry, and again
refounded with complaints, that, in {pite of the
power and cunning of faction, pierced the ears of
the fovereign. 'What was intended to difgrace Mr.
Pitt and Mr. Legge turned out the ureateﬂ honour
that could have been beftowed upon them; the
people entertained fuch a high efteem of their virtue
and abilities, that they were proud to prefent them
with the freedom of their feveral cities and corpo-
rations in boxes of gold, filver, or other valuable
materials, accompani ied with ekgmt and pﬁ.mom
addreffes of thanks for their integrity and fervices.
A new board of admiralty was appointed, and the
earl of Winchelfea ‘placed at the head of it; lord
Mansfield fucceeded Mr, Legge, but L\/h l’itt’s
office remained vacant. In a few days after, the
duke of Cumberland fet out for Germany; and
admiral Holbourne failed for America on thc 8th of
May, witha number of troops to be commanded
by tord Lwudon, who'wasin America.

P During
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During this confufion and anarchy at home, the
king of Pruffia vigoroufly purfued his own war
againft the Auftrians. 1n the year 1756 he de-
defeated their army at Lowofchutz. This was the
£r& aftion that entitled him to the favour of the
Englifh: they faw bim in vigour, aivity, and
fuccefs, and became inftantly enamoured with his
poffeflion of thefe qualities. It is no wonder that
they began to admire and extol his abilities and va-
lour, becayfe their own affairs teemed with difgrace
and ruin ; they therefore naturally beheld and be-
ftowed their praifes on another, who aéted with
more wifdom and good fortune; and fince there
was no profpeét of amendment at home, they as
naturally began to with, and even claim, an alliance
with a power, that was every day exhibiting proofs
of forefight and bravery. They were in hopes
that fuch an example of fpirit and victory would
rouze their lethargic rulers from their beds of floth
and proftitution. The treaty with Pruffia that was
already made, was a convention of neutrality for
the defence of each others German dominions; but
what they now withed for, and publicly defired, was
a treaty of alliance with that monarch, whereby his

arms, in confideration of a fubfidy, might be
brought againft France; for during the war hi-
therto we had been lofers, and the repeated fuccefles
of the French bid fair for wrefting all North Ame-
rica out of our hands; they therefore eagerly defired
t_he affiftance of Pruffia, in order to find employ
for the French arms at home. Thus the former
adminiftration not only laid the foundation of an
alliance with Pruffia, but, by the ill fuccefs of our
affairs under their direction, fo difpirited the people,
as to make them call out for an alliance with that
monarch, who had been hitherto attended with fuc-
Cgﬁ, in hopes that then they fhould be attended
with fuccefs alfo. If the alliance, which was after-
wards

W
sk ~



(17)
wards made in confequence of this humour, has
proved prejudicial to the interefts of Great-Britain,
that prejudice ought to be accounted for by thofe,
who by their mifmanagement obliged the people
in exafperation to call for fuch alliance, as the only
hope of retrieving the ill ftate of their affairs.

In April, 1757, a body of Pruffians, commanded
by Prince Charles of Bevern, defeated a corps of
the Auftrians at Richenberg, a pafs which opened
his way into Bohemia ; while the King of Prufiia,
with the main body of his army, entered that king-
dom by another pafs, and purfued the Auftrians
to Prague, where he gained a complete victory
over their whole army : he laid fiege to that great
city 5 but while his operations were carrying on,
the fugitives of the epemy were colle¢ted and
ftrengthened with a confiderable number of frefh
troops, and put under the command of count Daun,
who chofe fuch a fituation, as gave the king of
Pruffia much uneafinefs. The king refolved to dif-
lodge him ; butin the attempt he met with {fuch a
repulfe, as obliged him to abandon Prague, and
retreat in the beft manner he could into Saxony.
The face of affairs having thus taken a new turn,
the Ruffians, Swedes, and Imperialifts (or the ftates
of the empire) who were all confederates to anni-
hilate the” power of the king of Pruffia, and had
hitherto acted with languor, now began to march
with vigour, and to prefs him hard on all fides.
The world had fome time ago been alarmed with
this confederacy againft the houfe of Brandenburgh ;
but the people of England, when they faw the florm
gather {o faft in order to deftroy that king, began to
Pity and commiferare him in his misfortunes; and
fuch was their fincere feelings for his diftrefs, that
nothing will be hazarded in faying, if the alliance
had not been made, they would chearfully have
made a voluntary fubfcription for his relief. This
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is an act of benevelence peculiar to the Englif

nation ; they cannot bear to fee any power in dif
trefs, if at that time they have any connexions
with it, without generoufly beftowing their aid 1
alleviate its misfortunes.. But the cafe of Pruffi,
fo far as it concerned England, was fingularly af.
fecting : the houfe of Auftria, who had been for
many years fupported and protected, by their gene.
rous and compaffionate affiftance, had not only un-
gratefully joined in league with France, at this time
their declared enemy, but was the principal of the
confederacy formed to feize the Pruffian domi
nions ; therefore a paffion of refentment to fuch
ingratitude, as well as pity to the Pruflian monarch,
began now to inflame their breafts. This was the
ftate of their humours, when the fubfidary creaty
with Pruffia was made.

With refpect to the duke of Cumberland’s army,
the popular heads of party had declaimed {o ftre
nuoufly againft continental connexions, that, con
trary to the inclinations of the court, it was com:
poled entirely of Germans, who in number were fo
much inferier to the French army commanded by

the marfthal D’Etrees, that his royal highnels was; :

obliged to retreatas the enemy advanced.

The hopes that had beén formed early in the
year of alting at the proper feafon with vigour
againft the enemy in America, began now to vanifh.
The plan for taking Louifbourg bad been commu-
nicated to the enemy, perhaps as {oon as it was laid

down in England; theimportance of the place wasy

fufficient to ftimulate the French miniftry to imme-
diately provide for its fecurity : accordingly M. de

Beaufremont failed from Breft on the goth of Ja-'

nuary with a fquadron of nine fhips, having on

board a body of troops; but as the harbour of |

Louifbourg could not be free of the ice by the time
he might be there, he was directed to fteer for the

Weft:
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Weft-Indies, and reinforce their garrifons in that quar-
ter, which he did, and arrived at Louifbourg on the
sth of - June, from whence he fent a reinforcement
of men and arms' to Monfieur de Montcalm, who
commanded the French troops in Canada. About
the beginning of April M. du Riveft failed from
Toulon with five fhips, having alfo on board a
number of troops, warlike ftores and provifions :
he flipt through the gut of Gibraltar after a fmall
encounter with admiral Saunders, and arrived at
Louifbourg on the 4th of June. On the 3d of
May M. du Bois de la Mothe, with fourteen fhips,
having likewife on board a number of troops and
prefents for the Indians, failed from Breft, and ar-
rived at Louifbourg on the 2gth of June. Such
was the vigilance and prudence of the French;
while, on the other hand, the Englith under ad-
miral Holbourne did not fail from Cork till the
till the 8th of May, norarrive at Halifax, the ap-
pointed place of rendezvous, till the gth of July,
—Here it muft be obferved, that our fleet {ailing
fo late was the fole caufe of the difafters and mifl-

, fortunes, which befel us this year in America. De-

lays are always dangerous; but much more fo,
when they give the enemy an opportunity to coun-

- teratt our {chemes.

Such was the difconfolate face of affairs, when
the general voice of an abufed people rouzed the
great into fear; even thofe who had treated the ge-

. neral voice of the people with contempt, dreaded

the rod of national vengeance ; and therefore when
the cries of injury became louder and louder every

day from all parts of the kingdom, they thought it

high time to quit their gaming tables, and fuffer a

 few honeft, wife, and vigilant men, who had fpirit

enough to fave this country from the deftructioa
into which the others were going to tumble it, to
approach the throne, It will reflect eternal infamy

on
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on fome charaéers, who at this time fpoke and
wrote againit all principles of morality and virtue: :
fuch men will never a& honeftly to their country o
their fovereign, who hold honour in {fo low an ef-
timation, and affert, that by the moft bafe aéts of }
corruption, villainy and deceit, a ftate or common- |-
wealth can only be managed. It is no wonder there-
fore that the people were injured, and it is no won-

der that they cried aloud for redrefs, and vigoroufly|
fupported 2 few, in whofe honefty, wifdom, and|
integrity they could fafely confide. Here were ex- i
hibited {trong proofs of the natural fpirit of a braw|
and free peoples who had been treated like flaves)
that had fold their properties, as well by the mof -
bafe acts of villainy, a8 by language from the mof|
wicked hearts: fimulated by thefe injuries and}
abufes, they forced well-meaning men into POWe.
It is true fuch condué was prefamptuous ; but
being dictated by prefervation, it became noblean(}
laudable, and it proved the moft humiliating ﬁrokef
to our enemies. It is a leflon that ought to be prt
cious to Princes, efpecially of this ifland ; whi
{uch men were 1n pOWEF as the people difappravel)
misfortune followed misfortune, and the nation wis
divided and diftracted ; but when fuch men we
employed as they did approve, unanimity, vigou
and fuccefs crowned their efforts. Thus a ki
a&ing with his people is all power and glory; b
withour them he is nothing. It is true a king pol
feffied of his kingdom cannot be faid to be deferted
becaufe there are always fome {ycophants, who vil
haunt his heels and his courts; but thefe may B
confidered as fo many wretches preying upon theil
country, becaufe they are in general men withoul

any kind of good principle : what is here meant}
the body of the people, for it is they who g
ftrength to a king, compofe his power, and g'f

him his only fubftantial praife; and in return !
ovgh
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ought always to a&, and to chufe his fervants, for
their general fatisfaction and welfare.

The failings of a mafter, whofe affections were
naturally warped to his native country, were over-
looked, when he condefcended to receive his fer-
vants on the choice of his people; and even thefe
fervants, who had expofed thofe failings in all the
glare of exaggeration, began to confider of making
a virtue of neceflity, as foon as they were received
into the royal favour ; that is, they refolved to take
fuch meafures as fhould turn the local attachments
of a mafter at leaft to fome advantage, in order to
profit by a channel which muft inevitably be pur-
fued. On the 2¢th of June, 1757, Mr. Pitt was
re-appointed fecretary of ftate ; and three days after
the miniftry was arranged in the following man-
ner. The duke of Newcaftle, firft lord of the
treafury ; Mr. Legge, chancellor of the exche-
quer ; lord Anfon, firft lord of the admiralty ;
‘Mr. Fox, paymafter of the forces; and lord Tem-
ple, lord privy feal. This was the only healing
meafure that could be purfued ; the parties them-
felves were fatisfied, and fo were their numerous
friends; part of whom were put in offices of lefs
importance. ~The minifters condefcended to an
amicable capitulation in their feveral opinions,
which they had violently pufhed in different ex-
tremes ; and from that moment the nation began
to hope, the counfel to be unanimous, and fpirit
to revive among the people. It may be wondered
how men who feemed fo inflexibly oppofite to each
other, thould at length unite; but it is beft ac-
counted for in the words of Sir William Temple :
¢« Quarrels with the age and pretences of reform-
“ ing it, end commonly like the pains of a man
“ in a little boat, who tugs at a rope thatis faft
“ to a fhip. It looks as if he meant to draw the
¢ fhip to him ; but the truth is, he draws him{elf

D (13 to
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*¢ to the fhip, where he gets in, and does like the
“ reft of the crew.” The application is obvious
and juft, and perhaps the allufion may not be
thought unpleafant. ~ Although this was the cafe,
yet the people did not leflen in their confidence iy
Mr. Pitt; they did not fear neglect where his vi.
gilance and capacity were to be exerted ; and ag
they knew he entertained an inveterate hatred to
France, they trufted to his wifdom for the mea.
fures to humble that power. The miniftry was
not only eftablifhed in outward form, by the happy
arrangement abovementioned,  but eyen in the
¢ hearts of men,” as Bolingbroke fays; by Mr.
Pitt being allowed to be the principal director of
affairs, without his affuming to become a premier.

HERE his adminiftration properly - begins;
what has hitherto been faid, may be confidered as
a deduction of the caufes which gave birth to his
power. It will be proper, before we proceed any
further, to preface the remaining fheets with fome
account of thofe notions of government which
were the fource of all our future fuccefles, As he
never could perceive fuch a myftery in politics,
which has been long pretended, fo he found the
beft policy to be confulting the good of the com-
munity, by purfuing fhort, cafy, honeft, and law-
ful means, which are certain, if directed by wif-
dom and prudence, to obtain the beft and fafeft
end. The few minifters who have trod in the
plain direct road, have never failed gaining their
point, and will be revered to al] ages ; whereas on
the contrary, thofe who have been noted for felfith
views, for men of deep intrigue, and artful ma-
naging of parties, ever going the fartheft way
about, and eternally involved in bye paths and in-
tricate labyrinths of their own contrivance, have
often brought the nation to the brink of ruin, and

entailed
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ehtailed indeliable infamy on themfelves. Thefe
affertions are verified by faéts; what falts perhaps
it would be dangerous particularly to fay. Itcis fuf-
ficient to obferve, that from the conduct of in-
triguing minifters national difunion and difcontent
will proceed, and they will weaken the confiftency,
the vigour, and expedition of all public meafures.
On the contrary, from the conduct of Mr. Pitt
proceeded union, joy and hopes which produced
happinefs and fuccefs : affe@ion in every enterprize,
arifing from a perfect confidence in him, impelled
the mind to honourable adtion.—From this union
every public and private advantage was derived ; by
it our commerce was enlarged, the ftate ftrengthen-
ed, and the nation became powerful and refpected.
He who effeGed thefe, and eftablithed virtue on
the ruins of corruption, was juftly entitled to the
appellation of THE MINISTER OF THE PEOPLE ; 2
title by far more honourable than any which a
court can beftow. ,

Mr. Pitt did not at firlt acquiefce in the German
war, but he relolved on an expedition to the coaft
of France, that fhould at once ferve both Ger-
many and Britain. The {cheme of a littoral war
againft France was undoubtedly a good one, ac-
cording to the prefent {yftem of affairs. France
had embarked in the quarrels of the Empire, and
was marching great armies to increafe thofe diftur-
bances; an attempt therefore to annoy her coaft,
and deftroy her maritime ftores, would ferve Bri-
tain, by annihilating her rival ftrength, and ferve
Germany, by obliging her to keep her troops at
home for the defence of her maritime places. -
Some few, who were againft this kind of war,
urged it was cowardly, weak, and immethodical ;
but they were %nn over ruled by others, who af-
ferted, that it was no matter which way the enemy
was anmoyed, provided fhe was but fenfibly hurt.
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The Britith connexions in Germany, at this
time, had need of fuch afiitance. The Auftrians
had penetrated into Saxony and Silefia, had takep
feveral ftrong places, and defeated feveral of the
Pruffian detachments. The Ruffians had invadeg
Prufiia; the Swedes, Pomerania; the Imperialifts ang
Erench, Saxony; and the other French army had
Jeized Embden, and other places of confequence,
and having united the detachments made from thi
army, they followed the duke of Cumberland over
the Wefer, and defeated his army at Haftenbeck;
his Royal Highnefs finding the eletorate no longer
tenable againft fuch fuperior numbers, retreated to
Stade, where under the mediation of Denmark, he
obtained a ceflation of hoftilities, and prevented
his whole army being made prifoners, by agreeing
to a convention of neutrality, which ordered his
troops to be diftributed into quarters of canton-
ment.

The convention was figned on the very day that
the expedition fleet fet fail : the thips were com-
manded by Sir Edward Hawke, and the troops by
Sir John Mordaunt; who, agreeable to their in-
ftructions, proceeded to Bafque road, in order to
attack the town of Rochefort. A concurrence of
evils fruftrated “this expedition : it will be hard to
determine whether they were purpofely framed, or
accidentally fell out. The French nation is {aid to
have been alarmed by the troops lying on the Ifle
of Wight fome time before they failed, and by
very good intelligence from England. Two days
after the fleet made the enemy’s land, the Viper
floop was difpatched from Fngland, with the fol-
lowing letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir Ed-
ward FHawke, and to Sir John Mordaunt, dated
Whitehall, September 15, 1757, and received by
them on board the Ramilies on the 22d day of Sep-
tember.

(13 SIR,
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« His Majefty,. by his fecret inftructions,
dated the sth day of Auguft laft, having di-
reted the return of the fleet under your com-
mand, together with the land forces on board,”
fo as to be in England at, or about, as necar as
may be, the end of September, unlefs the cir-
cumftances of the fhips and forces, fhall neceffa-
rily require their return fooner;’ ¢ I.am now to
fignify to you the King’s pleafure, that you do
not confider the abovementioned time, limited
for your return, as intended, in any manner to
affect, or interfere with the full execution of the
firlt and principal object of | the expedition s
namely,” ¢ Attempting, as far as fhall be found
practicable, a defcent on the French coaft, ‘at or
near Rochefort, in order to attack if practicable,
and, by a vigorous impreflion, force that place,
and to burn and deftroy, to the utmoft of your
power,. all fhipping, docks, magazines, and arfe-
nals, that fhall be found there, and exert fuch
other efforts, as fhall be judged moft proper for
annoying the enemy.” ¢ And with regard to
any other particular attempt, which, agreeably
to your orders, you fhall have commenced, and
in the execution whereof you fhall be actually
engaged, it is alfo his Majefty’s pleafure that
you do not defift from, or break up the fame,
merely and folely on account of the time, li-
mited for your return, by the inftruétions above-
mentioned ; but that, notwithftanding the fame,
you do continue, with the fleet, during fuch a
farther number of days as may afford a com-
petent time, for the completion of any opera-
tion under the above circumftances ; after which
you are to take care to return, with the fleet
under your command, and the forces on board,
¢ in
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 in the manner direted by your former in
¢ ftructions.
s '] ath, &c:
W. PITH

It has been fhrewdly fufpeéted, that this floop,
or the Harwich man of war, which failed at the
fame time from Plymouth on the fame deftination,
carried other difpatches of a more fecret nature,

and faid to be utterly unknown to the minifter.

OCn the 23d of September the little ifle of Ax
was taken. At the time this little conqueft was
made, it was expected the troops were to be imme-
diately landed 5 but on the 2 5th the military officers
refolved in a council of war, that an attempt upon
Rochefort was neither advifeable nor practicable.
On the 8th of October, after having moft effectu-
ally alarmed the French coaft, it was refolved to
land at the mouth of the river Charente, and at
12 o’clock at night the troops were put into the
boats, where they remained four hours on a boif-
terous fea, and then’ were ordered back again;
upon which admiral Broderick acquainted Sir Ed-
ward Hawke, <. That having prepared all the
¢¢ boats with proper officers to land the troops
he was now to acquaint him, that the generals
were come to a refolution not to land to-night,
but to wait till day light, when they can have
full view of the ground whereon they are to
“¢ land.” Sir Edward then defired Mr. Broderick
toenquire of the general officers, whether they had
any further military operations to propofe, that the
{quadron might not be unneceffarily detained: t
which the commander of the land forces fent this
anfwer; “ We all agree in returning directly ©
“ England.” Upon which Sir Edward fent a let
ter to Mr. Pitt, the conclufion of which is thus;
¢¢ It was the daily expe@ation of their undertaking

¢ fome-
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*¢ fomething, which induced me to ftay here fo
¢ long. As 1 have got their final refolution, I
¢ fhall fail for England to-morrow morning.”
When the fleet arrived, the whole nation was in a
ferment; they exclaimed againft the commanders,
and cried aloud for juftice on the delinquents. The
officers blamed the miniftry ; who, to acquit them-
felves, directed an enquiry to be made into the caufes
of the mifcarriage. The officers appointed to make
this enquiry, whofe penetration will ever be ap-
plauded, gave it as their opinion, that the caufes
of the mifcarriage were, ¢ Not attacking  fort
“ Fouras by fea, * at the fame time that it could
have been attacked by land: and, coming to a
refolution on -the 25th of September, that an
attempt on Rochefort was neither advifeable nor
practicable, though at that time there were no
troops nor batteries on fhore to prevent a de~
fcent.”  From hence it appeared, that the of-
ficers had been guilty of difobedience of orders.
The reader may perhaps ftartle at this affertion,
but we will give him 2 part of fuch of the evi.
dences as tended to prove the attempt was pracli-

* It is proper to explain this matter, Sir Edward Hawke
firft propofed laying a 60 gun fhip againft Fouras, in order to
facilitate the landing of the troops ; and Thierry, a noted
French pilot, who gave much of that information on which the
expedition was planned, undertook to conduét fuch a thip for
that purpofe ; but it was laid afide upon a reprefentation from
vice admiral Knowles, that even 2 bomb ketch had run aground
at above two miles diftance from the fort, As it is probable
thofe who conduéted the bomb ketch mified ' the channel
through ignorance, it excited wonder and aftonithment, that
Thieny, who Sir Edward Hawke, in his letter to Mr. Pitt
fays, behaved with great bravery and fkill, and who declared
he could carry the Magnanime, which is 74 guns, within a
quarter of 'a mile of F ouras, was not permitted to try his fkill:
~—Might not a floop be driven on a fand at the mouth of the
Thames, by a pilot ignorant of the navigation of that river ?

cable.




W e
sl

1757 ( 28 )

cable. ' Lieutenant colonel Clark faid, that he,
with three more officers, went on thore, and walk-
ed two miles, over a fpungy neck of land, called
Ifle Denis, to the folid continent, without molefta-
tion; and he faid the army might eafily have land-
ed at Chatelaillon bay. This opinion he formed
on the fpot. Colonel Wolfe (who afterwards took
Quebec) confirmed his opinion, viz. that a land-
ing on that bay might have been made entirely out
of the reach of the enemy’s attillery. Admiral

Broderick defcribed this landing place to be a fair, -

hard, fandy beach, and in his opinion a landing
might have been made here with eafe, for the tranf
orts could come within half a mile of the bay.

The board of enquiry, by their opinion, having
attributed a principal caufe of the mifcarriage t0
the military officers, the commander of the land
forces, in order to vindicate his character, applied
for a court martial, which was granted : the chargt
was difobedience of orders; but after the fame
evidencés were again examined, with the addition
of Sir Edward Hawke, he was adjudged not guil
ty. However, the public difcontent did not ap-
pear in the leaft appeafed. There feemed to be 2
fufpicion, that the real caufes of the failure wer
to be attributed fomewhere elfe. In this point the
minifter could not be to blame: for he intendel
the expedition to annoy the enemy, to make hin
fufceptive of wounds upon his own coafts, to ftrike
terror and difmay throughoutall his fubjects, to enct
vate and difpirit his arms, and to threaten his dee
{truion as a maritime power: and on the othet
hand, to elate the hopes and fpirits of the Bridb
nation, and to ftimulate them to {acceflive actiont
of glory and conqueft. But he had the misfortuf¢
to find the confequences of the expedition dire@
oppofite ; and to fweeten this bitter pill, to fec®
attemp
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attempt in the city for fifting out the true caufe,
by propofing to obtain 2 parliamentary enquiry,
over-ruled by a meflage from the King ™. Do
not all thefe things concur to {fupport the fufpi-
cion of a fecret caufe for the failure of the expe-
dition ?

Although the defign of this expedition was fruf-
trated, yet the Furopean powers interefted in the
fea, penetrated into the fpirit of the new minifler,
and began inftantly to change their former opinion
of the Britith counfels. They faw with furprife, a
man placed at the head of, and giving directions
to, a warlike people; a man who admitted no other
rule for his operations againft the enemy than con-
veniency ; they were alarmed at his refolution and
new {yftem; and though he had failed in his firft
attempt, they faw plainly he was not difcouraged
by it. Sweden and Denmark concluded a treaty,
purporting the defence of ‘their commerce in the
Baltic; and they fent their united fquadrons to
cruize in that fea, fearing he fhould fend a fleet
into the north. The Dutch propofed to augment
their thips from the fame fear; and the ltalian
ftates, in conjunétion with the king of Naples,
took every precaution that was in their power for

* Nowember 5, 1757. *¢ At a court of common council at
« Guildhall, a motion was made to addrefs his Majelty on the
«¢ mifcarriage of the late expedition to the coaft of France;
¢ and after fome debate the lord mayor was afked by a member
<« of the court, if any information had been given to his lord-
« fhip of an enquiry being intended to be made, he anfwered,
« that on Monday evening [O¢tober 31.] William Blair, Efq;
« one of the clerks of his Majefty’s moft honourable privy
¢ council, came to the Manfion-houfe, and acquainted him,
« that his Majefty had given proper diretions for an enquiry
< to be forthwith made into the behaviour of the commanding
¢ officers of the faid expedition, or to that effe€t ; whereapon
“ the motion was immediately withdrawn.” [ The public news

papers.
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the fecurity of their ports. Spain and Portugal
trufted their fecurity to their important commercial
connexions with Great Britain. France was not
prepared for fuch an enemy, who braving every
method, and adopting new fchemes, prepared to
attack her defperately. At home he was unani-
moufly applauded ; and having rouzed the fpirit of
the nation from that ftupid lethargy in which he
found it, was defervedly and highly efteemed by
all ranks of people; and, for the firft time, popu-
larity and the adminiftration were feen united : a
meafure which is {o effential in a country like Eng-
land, that a minifler, unlefs he has the power and
cenfidence to gain it, can never act with the ftrength
of the whole nation, nor invigorate a true fpirit
into the people, who abhorring or not chufing to
confide in him, his adminiftration will be found to
be one continued fcene of difgrace abroad, and
diftraction at home. ~Happily the people had rea-
fon not to think their confidence mifplaced in Mr,
Pitt ; they had experienced his hanefty, and found
him neither influenced by lucrative nor ambitious
views; ever fteadily purfuing their interefts and
happinefs, and eagerly feizing every opportunity
to gratify all their wifhes, and preferve unanimity,
which he knew was his only {upport, and would
carry him through every meafure for humbling
the enemy, with {uccefs. Thus did one man alone
change the face of affairs in the Britith nation, and
fill with alarm all the potentates in Europe, who
had hitherto entertained but a defpicable opinion
of our national wifdom and ftrength ; and revived
the ancient {pirit and military virtue of the people,
to be, as they often have been, the terror of ‘the
French. ‘

In America the effe&s of his S adminiftration
were felt by this time. A dmiral Coates, who had
been fent with a fquadron to Jamaica in February

laft,
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laft, detached captain Forreft, with three thips, to
cruize off Cape Francois, in order to intercept the
French trade bound for Europe. At this time
there lay in the harbour four French fhips of the
line and three frigates, the commander ¥ of
whom, in order to drive the Englith thips off that
ftation, ftrengthened his crews and quarters with
an additional number of failors and foldiers, and
putto fea. " When captain Forreft defcried the ene-
my, he called his two captains on board him, and
faid, * Gentlemen, you know your own ftrength,
“ and fee that of the enemy : (hall we give them
¢ Dbattle?” They anfwered in the affirmative.
¢ Then, faid he, fight them we wiil; there is no
time to be loft; return to your fhips, and get
them ready for engaging.” The Englith bore
down upon the enemy with uncommon {pirit, and
began the action, which raged withs the utmoft
fury above two hours and an half, ali the while in
fight of the Cape; when the French finding them-

o~
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 felves greatly damaged, and notwithftanding their

vaft fuperiority, unable to take any of the Britith

. thips, ran away, and fought their prefervation in

the harbour.  Captain Forreft returned to Jamaica
to refit his thips .

————

¥ M. Kerfaint ; who, in the month of November, 1756,
failed from France on an expedition to {cour the Englifh fet-

_ tlements on the coaft of Guinea, which he executed with tole-

rable fuccefs,

T Another gallant a@ion of this brave officer deferves to
be. mentioned : he in a fubfequent cruize, near the ifland of
H”meiola, took (by a well-concerted project) a whole fleet
of nine French merchantmen, richly laden, with a fingle fhip,
In the nelghbourkood of five harbours, into any of which,
could the enemy but have efcaped, they might have been fe-
cure, and cafried them into Jamaica, where they were all con-
demned, ' "This was the firlt ftroke given to the enemy’s trade
In Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration.
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During the fummer, the effeéts of his having
been turned out of the adminiftration were alfo felt |
in America. We before mentioned admiral Hol-
born’s being fent too late ; it now remains to fpeak
of the confequences. Lord Loudoun * drew the
troops from the northern frontier of the Britih
{ettlements adjoining to Canada, and he continued
to call the troops from the other parts, till he
had colle&ted a body of 6000 men, and with thefe
he embarked at New York for Halifax, to go on
an expedition againft Louifbourgh. It is well
worth obferving, that he fet fail on the 1gth ef
June, convoyed only by three frigates, and arrived
2t Halifax on the 29th, during all which time the
French fleets were entire mafters of the feas in
North America, and therefore there was the ut.
moft hazard of him, and all the troops being roade
prifoners by, them; for admiral Holbourn did not
arrive tillifome time after lord Loudoun had fortu-
nately landed at Halifax. On the gth of July ad:

* Unfortunately for his lordfhip’s popularity, and the hap
inefs of this nation, an embargo was Jaid on all fhips i
North America on the third of March, in order that the enemy
might not receive any intelligence of his defigns, and to make
provifions plenty and cheap for the army and navy; although
he might have known that the exports would never exhauft the
great quantities of provifions which the Britifh  colonies pre-
duce, and the enemy might receive intelligence by other char-
nels. - 'The country was greatly injured by this embargo, which
made the ftaple commodity 2 drug ; for the merchant, the
farmer, and the labourer all fuffered, while the contractors pu
immenfe fums into their pockets. Unfortanately ' likewfy
there was a great defe& in the laft year’s crop in England, and
bread was fo exceflive {carce, that the nation was in dread o}
2 famine, without being able to procure relief from its colt
nies, where there was a great plenty : but the government wile |
ly took away this authority of laying future embargoes. Iti
proper to obferve, that a little before the embargo was Jaid;
advice was received at New York of the great fcarcity of con
in England. |
mirdf
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(33) 1757.
miral Holborn arrived with the troops from Cork 3
when a junction of the forces was made, it was
found they amounted to 12,000 effeétive men 5 and
the fleet confifted of 15 fail of the line, and 18 fri-
gates, &c. Near a month was fpent at Halifax in
exercifing the troops ; and by feints, accuftoming
them to divers forts of attacks and defence. Thete
fteps were condemned by fome as,—* keeping the
¢« courage of his Majefty’s foldiers at bay, and
« expending the nation’s wealth in making ftham
¢ fights and planting cabbages, * when they ought
¢ to have been fighting the enemies of their king
¢ and country in reality.” At length, on the firft
of Auguft, the troops were embarked to go againit
Louifbourgh ; but on the fourth a fuppofed French
packet, T trom Louifbourgh to kFrance, was taken
and brought in. By the letters found on board

was a major-general in this armament, ho in one of the
frequent councils which were held at this"place, was put under
an arreft for fome public reflettions on the condu& of affairs.
In the year 1759 he folicited a court martial, in order to clear
his characer from the confequences of a difagreement between
him and the commander in chief, which was granted, and held
in London : the charge was contempt of orders; but his lord-
thip died before the proceedings were clofed. However, it is
neceffary to obferve, in juftice to his memory, that the uneafi-
nefs which he fhewed to fome tranfa&ions in America, dif-
played a becoming ardour in him, whofe courage dnd zeal were
known to the world, and had been diftinguifhed by the ap-
plaufes of the enemy : and nothing will be hazarded in fay-
ing; he was one of the braveft and beft officers on this fervice.
_t Some who canvafs the whole proceedings of this expe-
dition with a fevere eye, look upon this affair of the packet
boat as a political contrivance of the people at Louifbourgh,
to intimidate the Britifh officers with an exaggerated account of
the garrifon and others bearing arms ; for fhe was chafed many
hours, during which time fhe never offered to throw her dif-
patches overboard ; a precaution always taken by packet boats
in a time of war. There have been many pleafant little flories
and anecdotes told at New York of this expedition,

* Alluding to a hafty expreﬂlgn;OFWharles Hay, who

this




1757 (34 )

this packet it appeared, that there were then in the
harbour of Louifbourgh 17 fhips of the line, three
frigates, 6000 troops in garrifon; with 3000 na-
tives, and 1300 Indians; the place well {upplied
with all kinds of military ftores, and the people
all in high fpirits, and wifhing for an attack. Qp
the receipt of this intelligence, the whole plan of
operations: was laid afide. Lord Loudoun with
the troops returned to New York, where he arrived
Auguft 30. and admiral Holborn cruized off Cape
Breton, hoping that as the feafon advanced, whep
the French fleet muft leave their harbour and re-
turn to Europe, he'thould be able to carry fome
of them to England, in recompence for an inac-.
tivé campaign ; but on the 24th of September his
fleet was terribly fhattered and difperfed by a vio-
lent ftorm, which forced him off his ftation, and
fome of the fhips, in great diftrefs, to return to
England. The rench fleet having now an op-
portunity, ret#ied o Europe unmolefted.

The fagacity™hich drew the troops from the
orthern fréntier of the Englith provinces, in fo
doing, expofed then: to the incurfions of the
French troops in Canada ; for during the abfence
of lord Loudoun, fort William Henry, which
ftood on lake Gcm‘g(*, fell a prey to the French
arms 3 though one would have thought our people
might have taken warning from a recent alarm *
given to that fort before his _h;rdihip’s departure,

* The affair was thus: about the beginning ‘of March (du-
ring the fevéreft featon) a party of French pafled lake George
on the ice, without any ammunition or provifion but what they
drew after them upon {ledges : they intended to furprize the
vartifon; and take the fort by efcalade ; but the vigilance of
najor Ayres, the then commander, fruftrated their defign ;
his centries gave intelligence of their approach, and he in-
ftantly provided for 2 Pproper defence, upon which the enemy
retired,

and
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and therefore it could not have been imprudent to
have left a ftrong fuccour for its relief, in cafe of
a fecond attack. However fo it was, that while
his lordfhip was gone on the expedition againft
Louifbourgh, the marquis de Montcalm laid fiege
to the fort on the third of Auguft, with 10,000
men, and a train of artillery ; and on the ninth
colonel Monro, the commander, was obliged to
furrender, having expended all his ammunition.
The garrifon obtained, by their gallant defence,
an honourable capitulation ; but many of them
were cruelly butchered by the French Indians, to-
gether with the women and children. A fcene of
{uch favage cruelty, and horrid barbarity, was ne-
ver acted as at the gates of this fort: the infants
and children were feized by the heels, and their
brains beat out againft ftones and trees ; the throats
of fome of the women were cut; and the bodies
of others were ript open, and their*bowels torn
out and thrown in their faces; and other® more
thocking marks of rage, horror, and cruelty were
committed, but which, for the fake of the humane
reader, we fhall not mention. All thefe were done
in fight of the French regulars, and their inhu-
man commander, who, contrary to the articles of
the capitulation, never ordered them to reftrain
the barbarity of the Indians. Part of the garrifon,
however, efcaped to fort Edward, in a miferable
condition, after being purfued feven miles by the
enemy’s {avages. General Webb, with near z000
men, was an indifferent fpeQator of the operations
of the fiege ; — perhaps he thought his numbers
not fufficient to hazard a battle with Montcalm,
nor to relieve the place.

Now we will return to the tranfations in Eu-
rope. ‘T'he king of Pruffia, hemmed in by his
encmies on all fides, knew not which of them to
attack firft: at length, after many marches and

ftratagems,
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firatagems, he brought the army of the Empir
to a battle on the fifth of November, near Rof-
bach, and, after a fhort conflict, cained a com-
plete victory. The confequence of this battle was
fuch, that it not only freed him on that quarter,
but likewife prevented the French, who had over-
run Hanover, from penetrating into Magdeburg,
~-Being relieved in thefe two very mate 1al parts,
by one decifive ftroke, he turned his arms againft
the Auftrians; who, in his abfence, had almoft
wrefted Silefia out of his hands, and entirely forced
his troops from their intrenchments, under the
command of the prince of Bevern ; he totally over-
threw their grand army on the fifth of December,
near Breflaw ; and before the end of the year, fe
gained all Silefia, except the town of Schweidnitz,
and had more prifoners in his pofleffion than the -
amount of his whole army. Thefe brave actions,
fo glorious and fo rapid, endeared him to the
friendthip of the people of England, who had but
juft before given him up as a prey to his numerots
enemies 3 they now beheld with aftonifhment and
admiration, his aGtivity and gallantry, in extricating
himfelf out of fo many difficulties ; and every man
at that time faid, ‘it was a pity fo brave a monarch
thould be unfupported, or permitted to be crufhed
by fuch a powerful, yet cowardly, confederacy:
and fo warm were the whole people in his behalf
and fo eager to thew all teftimonies of their good
wifhes to his caufe, that on the anniverfary of his
birth day, (Jan. 24, 1758.) which happened while
thefe great exploits were recent in every body’s me
mory, that the moft extraordinary, or rather (cor
fidering he was a foreign prince) the moft extr#
vagant rejoicings were made throughout the
kingdom.

But to the battle of Rofbach, it was that he
principally owed his good fortune and gloryf;‘fbe

purils
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(37) 1757-
{pirits of his troops, which had been funk into a ftate
of defpondency, by furrounding evils and mife-
ries, inftangly revived after that action; and the
hopes and thoughts of liberty * ftimulated them
to future deeds of valour: and to fpeak impartial-
ly, whichis our profefied defign, among the other
confequences of this battle muft be numbered the
Hanoverians refumning their arms ; for had the king
of Prufia loft it, they would have remained in a
ftate of quietude.

On the firft of December the parliament met,
when there appeared, what had not been feen for
many years, a perfect unanimity throughout the
whole houfe; which gave infinite pleafure to every
individual without doors, and inftilled a pleafing
hope and profpect of the affairs of the nation being
likely to go on well, when the great were unani-
mous to humble the enemy: indeed the true cafe
was, the old minifters were reconciled to the new
ones 3 at leaft both parties came to a kind of capi-
tulation, and while they were unanimous in coun-
fel, it was not very probable that their adherents
fhould differ in parliament. Added to all this, the
King became better reconciled to Mr. Pitt, (who
may be confidered as fole acting minifter ; for every
thing feemed to move by his direction, and every
body to acquiece in his advice and plans) becaufe
they perfeétly agreed in one very principal point,
which as that of an inveterate hatred to the
French; and the whole nation agreed with them
alfo : but the difficulty was in the means to exert this
paffion, or rather to give it its full force with the
ftrength of the whole nation; each were wedded
to oppofite principles: his Majefty was for a con-

* i. e. Clearing their country of the enemy, and refcuing
their habitations and families from plundex and maiflacre.
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tinental war, .on account of his native and eleoral
dominions ; Mr. Pitt-was for a paval war, as the
only method of ruining the French trade, and ag-
grandizing this nation, and fecuring its écpenden-
cies. It would be neither eafy nor prudent to carry
this nice pointany further; the réader’s penetra-
tion will enable him to conceive what elfe is not
proper to explain. We will only add, that no
tavour ‘was ufed by one, nor any low-cunning by
the other ; both were defirous of acquiting them-
felves with noble a&ions, and laudable arguments
were made ufe of ; they were equally above bafe-
nefs, and equally defirous of reducing the enemy;
Mr. Pict neither wanted nor fought clofet-favour, in
order to undermine bis fellow fervants; and his
Majefty equally detefted being led by the nofe : he
was a warrior himfelf, and fond of refolution and
{pirit; he had not been nurtured on the lap of lux-
ury, nor accuftomed to dangling among women,
but bred to the camp, and to real bufinefs. Hence
arofe that noble independency of fpirit, which
cruthes the very embryoes of intrigue, and all the
little arts of narrow minds : hence it was, that af-
ter the miniftry were féttled, the national bulinefs
went on with fuccefs, and without interruption:
no bubbling tales of courtiers, no rafcals in the
enemy’s pay, could either divert Mr. Pitt, or im-
pede the operations of the war.

At this time the French were over-running the
ele¢torate of Hanover, which, as it is natural to
fuppole, in a very particular manner affected his
Majelly ; and it may as naturally be judged, that
he withed for nothing more than to force them out
again.  As the battle of Rofbach extricated the
king of Pruffia from a gaol, which the confederate
powers had formed about him, and at the fame
time furnilhed the Hanoverians with an opportu-
nity for refuming their arms, and revenging the

injurics
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injuries of the eleGorate onits plunderers, will it be
thought incredible, that they, as wellas their fove-
reign, were for beginning this laudable work ? The
French had broke the articles of the convention j
they had committed hoftilities in feveral places, and
in particular in taking by affault, the caftle of
Schartzfeld, which they plundered, and carried off
the garrifon prifoners of war ; they refufed to reftore
the prifoners made before the convention was figned,
and after it was, they doubled their heavy and enor-
mous exactions on the inhabitants. It will not be
doubted, but the troops out of their love for their
country, burned to revenge thefe alls of rapine.
But there wanted a commander in chief : the duke
of Cumberland had returned to England, where not
meeting with a reception due to his abilities, well-
meaning, and endeavours, he refigned all his mili-
tary employments, and retired to Windfor; re-
gretted by all the fenfible part of the nation, who
have always found him a fteady and uncorrupt
friend to the intereft of England, pofieffed of the
entire affeftion of the troops, and known to have
been a brave officer. - Another commander was of
courfe looked out for; the king of Pruffia furnithed
one, It was the intereft of that monarch to bring
the Hanoverians again into the field ; for by driving
the French out of Hanover, they would thereby
cover one part of his dominions ; he therefore fent
his beft officer, prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick. This:
affair was managed fo fecretly, that the French ge-
neral knew nothing of it; the firft intelligence he
had was, that the Hanoverians were aétually aflfem-
bled under arms, with prince Ferdinand of Brunf-
wick at their head,

Some people fay, that the convention of Clofter-
feven was a fine opportunity for breaking the links
which bound us to the continental war, and they
blame the miniftry for confenting to the Hanove-

IFa rlans
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rians refuming their arms ; but thefe people fhould
obferve, that it was not in the miniftry’s power tq
hinder the Hanoverians refuming their arms; hi
majefty as elector of Hanover, was not obliged tq
a& by confent of his Britifh privy council relativetg
the affairs of Hanover ; they had no authority ovet
his ele¢toral fubjeds s he is in that capacity withou
controul, and if he chofe to order his Hanoveriay
troops to take up arms, it was not in the power of
a Britith miniftry to prevent it. But the fact is, the
people of England ‘themlelves, at that time, wer
not againft it; they humanely confidered the Hano-
verians as. fufferers on their account: the French
had entered the eleftorate, merely becaufe of the war
with England, and every one pitied the unhappy
calamity which fell in'a manner particularly heayy
on' them, who were innocent fufferers in anothers
caufe, and who had given no room for effenct
The people of England, with a fpirit of true bene:
volence, difpaffionately refleéted on the whole fht
and hardthip of their unhappy condition, and the
caufe which brought upon them the worft of 4l
mifeties, that of their country being made the {cene
of war, and were as much rejoiced at the Hanove
rians refuming their arms as the Hanoverians could
be themfelves; and the parliament unanimouly
voted 100,000/, for their prefent fupport. The
firft operations of 'the allies, were on the caftle and
town of Harburg, near Stade, which they reduced
in a thort time.

In January 14758, they moved into the country of
Bremen, and diflodged the French from their poﬁs
there. About the middle of February, they wer
reinforced by a body of Pruffian horfe, and thed
they began to a& with vigour ; they feized Hoyh
and Minden., The French finding they could né
ftop the progrefs of the allies, wantonly fet fire®
the orphan houfe at Zell, while the children an
people were in it, and again plundered the electorat

i
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( 41) 1758.
in many places; but prince Ferdinand followed
the difpirited and cruel enemies fo-clofe, that they
abandoned the eleGorate as faft as poffible, and re-
tired to the Rhine. This good fortune of the allies
was not only particularly pleafing to the king, but
was likewife fo to all his {ubjeéts; and from the fame
caufes which induced them to grow fond of the king
of Pruffia, they began to extol prince Ferdinand.
This humour (fo different from that which appeared
laft year ) was improved; for as foon as the marks of
it were perceived commodore Holmes was fent with
a {mall fquadron to retake the port town of Embden,
which he performed without lofs. This little ex-
ploit had its defired effect. The people of Eng-
land, who are always glad to fee the French dif-
trefled, were fo far from being difpleafed with their
navy ating a part for the affiffance of their Ger-
man friends, that they rejoiced to fee the honour
of the navy beginning to revive, which had
hitherto been either inacive, or unfuccefsful.
The fcheme of taking Embden was no other
than the fecuring a port to land Britith troops
at, to reinforce the allied army; for the plan of
fending Britith troops to Germany was defigned as
early as the taking of Embden. The people at firft
did not know this, but they were brought to it by
degrees.

As the primary objet of the war was Ame-
rica, Mr. Pitt loft no time in exerting his vi-
gilance, and making early preparations for effec-
tually cruthing the enemy’s power in that part of
the world. At this time the German affairs; though
they tenderly touched the king’s heart, were not
arofe to fuch importance, as to engrofs any thing
more than a fmall part of the attention of the mini-
ftry : Mr. Pitt was not yet brought to confider them
as of the higheft confequence; he was ftill for re-
ducing the enemy’s fettlements abroad, and par-
ticularly in America, and aflifting Germany only

by
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by annoying the coaft of France. The firft objef
that he aimed at was Louifbourg, a place of t
utmoft importance to the French, and when takey
would be a great ftep towards annihilating the
power in North America. For this purpofe, b
began at the beginning of the year to equip a larg
fleet. His own fpirit directed all the necefary pie
parations to be timely executed, and his own pene
tration and knowledge of mankind pointed out the
fitteft officers to do Britifh bufinefs *. Accordingly
admiral-Bofcawen, with a fleet of men of war, and
a confiderable number of land forces, fet fail from
England on the 1gth of February. This wa
timing things in a proper manner; the enemy ha
yet no force in America equal to what admiral Bof
cawen carried, nor any commander of equal capa:
city -and reputation. . However, as foon as they

* He was chagrined at the ina&ivity and difgraces of the lit
campaign in America,.and he on a very folemn occafion de
clared, ¢ That he believed there was a determined refolution,
¢¢ both in the naval and military commanders, againft any vigo:
¢¢ rous exertion of the national power in the {ervice of thel
¢ country. He affirmed, that though his majefty appeared
¢t ready to embraee every meafure propofed by his minifler
¢ for the houour and intereft of his Britith dominions, yet fearce
¢¢ a man could be found, with whom the execution of any on
¢ plan, in which there was the leaft appearence of any dangey
¢ could with confidence be trufted. He particularized the
¢¢ inaclivity of one gentleman in North America, from whon
the nation had conceived great expe@ations ; he complained,
that this noble commander had exprefled the moft con-
temptuous difregard for the civil power, from which hede
rived his authority, by negleéting to tranfmit for a confiderable
¢¢ length of time any other advice of his proceedings, but wht
¢ appeared on a written fcrap of paper. He obferved, that
¢¢ with a force by land and fea, greater than ever the nationha
¢¢ heretofore maintained, with a king and miniftry ardently
s¢ defirous of redeeming her glory, fuccouring her allies, and
¢ promoting her true intereft, a fhameful diflike to ferviet
¢¢ every where prevailed, and few feemed affeéted with anf
other zeal, than that of afpiring to the higheit pofts, al
¢¢ grafping the largeft falaries.”
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(43) 1758.
were acciuainted of that brave officer’s deftination,
they equipped two fleets at different ports for the
relief of Louifbourg. One at Toulon, the com-
mander of which was M. de la Clue ; but'Mr. Pite
had prepared every thing in order to .fruﬁ.ratc ghefc
defigns ; an Englifh fleet, under the direction of ad-
miral Ofborn, was ftationed at the ftraits of Gibral-
tar : the French court equipped a fecond {quadron at
Toulon, to ftrengthen de la Clue, and enable him
to force his way through the ftraits; the command
of this fecond {quadron was given to M. du Quefne,
De la Clue had failed before: the other was ‘ready,
and was blocked up by admiral Ofborn in the Spanith
port of Carthagena, Du Quefne came to relieve
him, and fell in with the Englith fleec. The Mon-
mouth of 64 guns, captain Gardener, engaged the
Foudroyant - of 8o guns; commanded by du
Quefne in perfon, for a confiderable time, and it
is thought would alone have taken her, notwith-
ftanding the fuperiority of the enemy’s force; but
two other Englifh fhips coming up, du Quefue
ftruck to the Monmouth, the captain of whom was
killed, but the fhip was bravely fought by the firft
lieutenant, Mr. Carkett. The Orpheé another of
the enemy’s thips was likewife taken ; and a third,
called the Oriflamme, was drove alhore on the coaft
of Spain.  The only remaining veflel of this fqua-
dron was a frigate, named the Pleiade, which being
an excellent failor, efcaped back to Toulon, and
carried the tidings of this difafter. Thus was zbis
fcheme of relieving Louifbourg fruftrated, for M.
de laClue, not being able to force his paflage through
the ftraits, returned to Toulon, where his fhips
were laid up. The other fleet, defigned to fuccour
North America, was equipped at Rochfort; it con-
fifted of fix fhips of war, two fri
tranfports, having on board three
but Sir Edward Hawke w
fleet to prevent their failing.

tes, and forty
thoufand troops ;
as fent in April with a

As foon as the enemy
{aw
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faw him approach, they ran their fhips afhore, and T
threw their guns, ftores, lading, and even ballaft |
overboard, in order to lighten them and run them |
farther out of his reach. Thus the defign and the
equipment were totally defeated; and it has been
faid, that the guns, ftores, and lading, were en: |
tirely loft. A number of fmall craft were employed |
to drag the fhips through‘the mud, and thus they |
were prei'erved', but they did not attempt to ven-
cure out to fea again. In the mean time admiral
Bofcawen arrived in America, where three plans
of different operations were to be executed for the
fpeedy reduction of the enemy. The conduct of
lord Loudon, who was laft year commander in
chief in America, had not given that fatisfaction
which was expected from his rank ; it had been
confidered as bordering upon inactivity, he there-
fore was called home, and the command devolved
on major general Abercrombie, who afterwards}
purfued, or nearly purfued, his lordfhips plans
The firft, and indeed principal plan of thefe opera
tions, was an expedition againft Louifbourg, th
fleet to be commanded by admiral Bofcawen, who,
was arrived at Halifax, and the troops, in numbet
about 12,000, by major general Ambherft, affifted
by brigadier general Wolfe. On the 28th of My
this armament departed from Halifax, and on the|
2d of June the fleet appeared off Louifbourg, but
fuch a prodigious furf {welled all along the thore,
that they were fix days off the coaft before a land
ing was found pradicable. The governor d
Louifbourg in the interim exerted all his fkill 0
prevent the landing s he eftablithed a chain of poft
that extended two leagues and 2 half along thCL‘
moft acceflible parts of the beach, and he thref]
up intrenchments and erected batteries: the hav
bour was defended by five fhips of the line, an
five frigates, three of which he ordered to be funif
. i
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( 45 ) 1758.
at the mouth of the harbour, to prevent the Eng-
lith fleet getting in; but all thefe precautions and
endeavour were not fufficient to check the ardour
and refolutions of the Englith officers, who, as
foon as the furfl was fomewhat abated, lcft nota
moment’s time in landing.  Brigadier-general
Wolfe, to his eternal honour, with an intrepidity
unparallelled, gained this material point, in fpite
of the enemy’s utmoft efforts. The reft of the
troops followed him. The encmy fled, and the
town of Louifbourg was invefted. But the fiege
could pot be profecuted with fafety until the enemy’s
thips in the harbour were taken, as'they could
bring their guns to bear upon the Englith camp :
therefore general Wolfe immediately fecured a
place called the Light-houfe Battery, and another
more material, called the Ifland Battery ; when by
the bombs, one of the enemy’s great fhips was fet
on fire, which communicated to two others, and
all three were confumed. Only two now remained,
which the admiral undertook to {ecure, in order
to gain poffeflion of the harbour; he manned the
boats of the fquadron, and in two divifions, under
the command of two young Captains, Laforey and
Balfour, he fent them into the harbour in a dark
night. Thefe gallant heroes boarded the enemy’s
thips {fword in hand, and one, being a-ground,
they fet on fire, and towed the other out in triumph.
The governor of the town having now no refource,
nor the Englith any impediment to hinder their
operations, he nexc day (July 26) {urrendered the
whole ifland of Cape Breton. The garrifon were
made prifoners, amounting in the whole, including
fuch of the inhabitants as bore armis, the irregulars,
f§amen, &ec. to 5634. ltis well worthy obferva-
tion.in this place, that now we behold the rea/ num-
ber of that formidable garrifon, which the year be-
tore, when other commanders were on that ftation,

: 1%
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it- was not deemed prudent to attack*.  Aamiral
Bofcawen detached lord Rollo to take poficflion of
the ifland of St. John’s, which inftantly fubmitted
to the Britith government. When the news of
thefe glorious and ineftimable conquefts arrived in
England, a general joy diffufed itlelf throughout
the whole kingdom: the wifdom of the minifter,
and the courage of the commanders, gvery Briton
was proud to extol ; and addreffes of congratulation
from all parts were prefented to the throne.

The other plans of operation in America were:
brigadier-general Forbes was to go with about 8000
men to attack Fort Du Quefne near the Ohio, and
{eize the lands which the French had ufurped: and
general Abercrombie, the commander in chief, with
about 16000 men, was to reduce Crown Point, it
order to open a road to the frontiers of Canada. The
latter of thefe plans did not fucceed. The var
guard of the army, in its rout to Ticonderoga, 4
place which the general intended firft to reduce be:
fore he attempted Crown Point, fellin with a part
of the enemy’s Indians, upon which a fkirmifh o
bufh-fighting enfued, in which the gallant and ad
mired lord Howe was flain. Notwithftanding this
little difafter the army marched up to Ticonderog
(July g) before which they found the enemy had
felled a great number of trees, and placed oth!
things, to prevent the Britifh troops approaching
in regular order ; the enemy had likewife thrown
up intrenchments, and raifed a breaft-work eigh
feet high : however, the troops advanced in the
beft manner poffible, and with an undaunted refo
lution mounted the works fword in hand, unfuy
ported by their artillery (which was not brougtt,
up) or any thing that could give them thehleaﬁ

OPC5
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¥ See page 34.
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hopes of fuccefs, except what they could achieve
by their own perfonal prowefs. In this naked man-
ner they for four hours maintained a moft bloody
and unequal conflict. The enemy’s fire was ter-
rible, as it was both from mufquetry and ‘cannon,
and difcharged in fuch vollies, the weight of which
it was impoffible to fuflain. The enemy being fe-
curely covered by their works, which had been vainly
attempted to be {tormed, and therebeing no profpect
of any thing but an increafe of flaughter, the general
ordered the troops to be drawn off, and to retrear,
after a lofs of about 2000 men; which was accor-
dingly done without any moleftation from the
enemy. More fortunate, however, was an enter-
prize, which general Abercrombie detached lieu-
tenant-colonel Bradftreet to undertake. This of-
ficer, with zooo men, was ordered to attack Fort
Fronteniac, fituated on the river St. Lawrence,
which, when he approached, furrendered at dif-
cretion (Aug. 27) notwithftanding there were in it
60 pieces of cannon and 16 mortars : he likewife
took all the enemies armed veflels on Lake On-
tario. Brigadier Forbes in the mean time marched
towards Fort Du Quefie; but when his van-guard,
under the command of major Grant, who de-
figned to take the place by furprize, had approached
within a few miles of the fort, he was furrounded
by a greatly fuperior party of the enemy’s troops
and Indians; on which an obftinate and cruel en-
gagement began, which the Englith with their
ufual courage maintained near three hours, when
being almoft all cut to pieces, and major Grant,
with 19 other officers, and a number of troops,
made prifoners, they retreated and joined the main
army. Notwithftanding the lofs of this {kirmith,
brigadier Forbes advanced ; but the enemy re-
fleCting that their works could not withftand re-
gular approaches, prudently abandoned the fort in

G 2 time,
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ne, andiretired to their fettlements on the Mif
ippi. Next day (‘\ov 25) the Englith troops,
without ";M\ﬁ'um, took [":‘f‘fr'»n of the fort;
the contention for which, with the lands LU]‘L‘(”JOUS
to it, had kindled up the flames of war. The
troops and officers Cnmlatcd oy their iuccafs, and
lo.ying in the minifter who directed their ope-
ations in f{o wife and effectual a manner, inftantly
changed the name of the fort, and, with a pro-
priety and Corrp‘m it which peed not be pointed
out, gave it the name of Prrrssurc. ~Thus
endcd the firft campaign in America under the auf:
pices of Mr. Pitt *,

As

* ¢« Whillt the French arms fuffered fuch difgraces abroad,
they endeavoured, by an alteration of their councils at home,
« to Teftore their credit. Tnelr minifters had long been the
¢ {port of female caprice; it was their power of pha ing a
miitrefs, who gove crned their King, tha tulo]e qualified them

¢ to ferve their (")untry Some of the moft able men were

<

-

¢ turned out of their cmn]oymcﬂts with difgrace ; others re-
« tired from the public {fervice with indignation; a certain low
ts

cHu acter had for a long time appe: \xcd in all the p!OCC(’dln"S
«¢ of France, both within and mtmut Even in their domeftic

«¢ difpu tes, ‘md where fomething of a free and m anly {pirit ap
% }:eu'm, this fx).nt evaporated land fyevt itfelf upon L.nw(\my
€«

and d ‘»‘1 icable objeéts. Thefe contefts, which involved the
¢ church, the law, and the crown, weakened them all ; and
<« the ftate felt all the ill effets of a difunion of its orders,
without {eeing an augmentation of power thrown into the
¢¢ {cale of any. But now tanght by their misfortunes and dif
graces, they wereobliged to make an alteration in their con-
duét; the y were oblig ul to call men to thC} yublic {ervice upon
public principles; at a time indeed when, in many n(peﬂs,
things ce uld be only ‘xh\rw, not mendcd, and wife and
ble minifters could do little more by their - penetra tion and

-

€8 A
puablic f}/mt than to fee and lament the ruin caufed by the
want of thofe virtues in their m«ocum\rs The Duke de
¢ Belleifle, known to all Europe for his great abilities and his

great exploits, was at length placed at the head of the mili
tary ui_r/dl‘f nent as fecr ctary at war.”

¥
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As it ever had been, and ftill was, Mr. Pitt’s
great aim, to €Xxert, in its full force, the naval
ftrength of the kingdom, the whole was put into
employ: no fquadrons, fhips, or commanders,
were fuffered to let the enemy reft in any partof the
world; and notwithftanding fo many fhips were at
this time abroad making conquefts, protecting the
Britith dominions, fcouring the {eas, and convoying
our trade; yet he had enough at home to renew the
project of harrafling the coaft of France, and there-
by employing her troops at home, to prevent their
being fent to Germany, or to the affitance of her
colonies. He was not ditheartened by the unfuc-
cefsful expedition againft Rochfert ; he faw there
was a praltability of diftrefling the French by a
littoral war; and foon after admiral Bofcawen was
failed for America, he began to fet on foot the
fcheme for annoying the coaft of France. At this
time there were fome in the adminiftration, who
from the ill fuccefs of the Rochfort expedition,
or an implicit adherence to former plans, were for
making their pufh in Europe againit the French on
the fide of Germany: itwas their opinion, that the
allied army ought to be reinforced, that Prince Fer-
dinand might be enabled to purfue the French, and
gain fome confiderable advantage over them, while
they were in a diftrefled condition; and as the
French were nearly upon their own frontiers, fuch
a blow, if he had a reinforcement of Britifh troops,
might enable him to carry the war into France it-
felf, and thereby bring matters to a conclufion :
they added, that by this plan a diverfion on the
coaft of France was not excluded, but would be at-
tended with confequences infinitely more important,
than if that diverfion was attempted alcne without
any co-operation ; and they affirmed, that this du-
plicate plan of engaging the attention of the French
miniftry, was the moft effeCtual way to embarrafs
and
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and confound their diftr vd counfels.  Howeyg
1L ]b ¢ and advantageous this pm ect may appear
Mr. }"itt did not a h'ﬁ acqu nefce in 1t.  He wy
il attached to Britith meafures only. He direéy
two {quadrons to be equipped, which was done by
the latter end of May. The command of
greater was given to the late lord Anfon, and th
of the umr to commodore Howe : their defting
tions were kept an entire fecret, which filled Frang
with terror and alarm*. A confiderable bodyd
troop;

>

The French miniftry had mxm_ time before been deprived
of the afliftance of one of their {pies in England, who bein
difcov \,)ul, was committed to Newgate on the gth of Mar
This was Florence Henfey, a nativ e of Ireland , who was ede
cated in the univerfity of Le_w..»n, where he ftudied phyl
and obtained 2 diploma. He: afterwards tr avelled throug
Switzerland, from thence to Italy, from Genoa b/ fea to Lu
bon, and traverfed Spain in his way to France, where he livd
fome time: he had acquired in the courfe of his travels a ot
petent L\n\ wledge of the Italian, Portuguefe, Spanifh, alk
French langunages.

During his travels' he fupported his mfelf in guality of ap’ﬂ
fician, and came over to Lul{‘lm d in order to fettle in i
chz mldcl ; but his fuccefs was not equal to his Aopus, a8l
had but few patients of c'muqmnu 3 “and yet it fo lmDpenCG
that his preferiptions, few as they were, were inftrumental
his detection.

Having continu@d a corre }‘o*xdcnce, fince his leaving Leyca
with a fellow ftudent who und( d at Paris, and had lately @
into the  of ftate’s office for foreign affairs ; Heulf
wrote to t he ﬁ)oulu be nlld of an opnortumt) i
(loing him any fervice, and executing any commiflions he migh
have in Lon ‘;\;ﬂ; to W .uu\ his mndﬂonucm anfwered, fh‘
¢ he was infinitely cbliged to him 10. the fervice he offe
¢ and l'LI.L, if 11(: underftood him rightly, their gox,mpoadem
¢ might be rendered more advantageous to both, by changl
; ics from literary to political.” The dodox n U‘
cond letter commended his friends difcernment; adding, ¢ i
¢ if he could obtain for him a fuitable recon 1pence, hc \\0\1‘
¢ endeavour to malke his intel h;ﬁc.xcc of the utmoftim noxmncc
By the next poft, he received an anfwer containing in ol
and directions, and an a ypointment of 500 hvxes, (about 2§

frerlng

B e et eba

i - Toaadel EESeSE ey



ived
g
ardh
ede
il
ou
) Lif
livel
cOoM
il

phy
the
a8
»ene¢
tal i

:ydm
Lenly
ity ¢
mig
< thi
ferel
dent
n gini
N4 fi'
¢ i
woul
e
\&iﬂl'-
it 254
orling

(51) 1758.

troops,. under the command of the'duke of Marl-
borouch, was embarked on board commodore

il
Howe’s

ferling) a quarter. His inflructions were, to fend lifts of all
bis Majefty’s fhips, in and out of commiflion ; number of men;
when they failed; the commanders names; from what port,
and their deftination ; the ftate of our land forces, where quar-
tered or garrifoned ; the earlieft account of enterprizes againft
France. Plans of fortified places in England, America, &c,
Which intelligence was to be direfted to fome perfons at Co-
logne, the Hague, and Bern, who were to forward his letters
from thofe places to Paris.

The doétor, however, was not much fatisfied with his fti-
pend ; yet he accepted of it, in hopes by his merit to obtain &
larger f2lary. With this view lie endeavoured to. infinuate him-
felf into the favour of fome of the clerks of the public offices,
in order to obtain an early acquaintance of the Britifh naval and
military affairs ; but this not anfwering his end, he pafied his
time chiefly in fuch coffee-houfes, as were moft likely to furnifh
intelligence of the kind he wanted ; and under the fanétion of
his chara&ter as a phyfician remained unfufpecied.

The plan for carrying on this correfpondence was the fol-
lowing: the do&or wrote a common letter with ink, and be-
tween each line the fecrets of England in lemon juice. ‘This
was inclofed under three or four different covers, direfted to the
different perfons in the fecret, who conveyed them from one
hand to another, till the firft inclofed came to the principal for
whom it was defigned.

He continued his correfpondence from the beginning of
1756, without any material interruption. At length his
C,mployers complained of  the infignificancy of his intel-
ligence, threatened to difcontinue his appcintment, and to
dedué a guinea for every letter that did not con tal . fome ad-
vice of importamce. This letter, which was t-animitied irom
Paris to the Hague, contained nothing feemingly but a few wide

lines on trifling complimentary fubjefts. 'The doctor’s an{wer
to this was fent by Holland to Paris, and contained a reprefen-
tation of the fmallnefs of his income; and, as an argument in
his favour, he faid he belonged to a club in the Strand (from
which he could gain great intelligence) at which they always
drank French wine at dinner.. Thefe wide wrote letters ha
their defired effe®, by pafling uunnoticed for fome time at the
poft-office. The difcovery was owing to his brother, a jefuit,

& & <l

who was chaplain and under-fecretary to the Spanifh ambaf-
ident at that couort

1

fador at the Hague, from whom our
gained a knowledge of fome fecrets rel r to B

ad, - even
beforc he had received any account therso

wn courts;
for
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Howe’s {quadron; and on the 1ft of June the tw

fleets put to fea. The commodore, with the troop
bort

for all letters of importance Henfey directed to his brotherfy
the greater fafety and difpatch. This put him upon an enqui,
and he foon learned that the fecretary had a brother, a phyk
cian in London, from whom poflibly he might get his inteli
gence: {ufpicion being thus raifed, the dofor was watched,al
twenty-nine of his letters ftopped.

From thefe letters it appeared, that he gave the Frenchh
ficlt account of admiral Bolcawen’s failing to North Amerity
and of the taking the Alcide and Lys, with every minute Cik
cumftance relating to it ; and from that time, of the failingd
every flect, and its deftination ; and was fo minute as to g
an account even of the launching of aman of war; he alb
gave an account of all difficulties relating to raifing money. I
one of thefe letters, dated July 29, 1757, it was confiden
aflerted, that a refolution was taken to attack  Rochfor
though at that time neither admiral Hawke nor general Mo
daunt were acquainted with any fuch refolution.  In anoth
letter, dated from Twickenham, the doétor, after giving @
exa account of the ftate of our affairs, the condition of ol
fleet and army, their difpofition, how many thips guarded, a
how many troops lined the coaft of England, concludes wil
aflerting, that the only means of preventing the fuccefs ¢
« the expedition to Rochfort, would be to make a power
¢ diverfion upon the coaft of England; thatby thus attackis
¢ s in our very vitals, we might be engaged at home, anfilﬂ
« prevented from fending a number of tioops abroad {ufficit
< to give them any real annoyance.” And ‘in another of I
letters he particularly advifed a defcent of the French upon Ok
coaft, 'as the moft certain method of diftrefling the governmel
by affecting public credit, and mentioned the: time when, all
the place where it would be moft proper.

But his principal or beft inteliigence feems to have been ti
of admirai Holbourne’s deftination to America, a few da
after the admiral’s infiraGtions were figned, in which he wash
very minute, as to mention the number of fhips and troops®
board, with the day of their departure, &c.

In confideration of this piece of inteligence, and the co
plaints which he had made of the fmallnefs of his falary, 1t
agreed, that he fhould have 25 guineas per month, o condr
tion of fending intelligence every poft, or to forfeit a gui
for every omiffion. But he only received one payment befor
he was taken ; nor is it probable he would have received 4

mors
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bore for Cancalle Bay, near St. Malo, where they

were landed on the 5th, ata fmall diftance from the
city,

more ; for complaints were again made, that his intelligence
was infignificant, and contained nothing but extraits from the
news-papers.

When the difcovery of the firft letter was made, all the reft
were flopped at the poft-office; and Dr. Henfey was foon de-
tected, though he was direéted to under a fictitious name, and
his letters appointed to be left at a coffee-houfe. He was way-
laid on a Sunday coming from the Spanifh minifter’s chapel in
Soho-fquare, by two of his Majefty’s meflengers, who foliowed
him to different places, then feized him in St. Martin’s-lane,
and conduéed him to one of their houfes in Germyn-jtreet.
His lodgings in Arundel-fireet were fearched, where feveral
letters were found; from which, together with thofe inter-
cepted at the poft-office, the above account is compiled. His
correfpondents figned themfelves La Roche and P. de France.

On the gth of March, 1758, he was committed to New-
gate; and the 12th of June was conduted from Newgate to
the Court of King’s-Bench in order to be tried ; when he
pleaded 7ot guilty, and excepted to eleven of the jury before
they came to be fworn. Upon the trial the idendity of his
hand-writing was the principal point to be proved, which was
done by creditable witnefles 5 namely, Mr. M--d--z, on whom
he had fevéral bills of exchange; D W m, of Weltmin-
fter, and feveral apothecaries, who had received prefcriptions
from him for patients under his care, which they had kept
on their files. After a trial of ten hours, the jury brought him
in guilty of high treafon: upon which he was afked by the
judge (Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield, the Judges Dennifon,
Forfter and Wilmot were upon the Bench) whether he chofe
any particular time for receiving fentence ; he defired the Wed-
nefday following. * Accordingly, on the 14th of June, he was
brought to the bar, and there received fentence, ¢ To be
¢ drawn on a {ledge to Tyburn, and there to be hung up by
<¢ the neck, but cut down before dead, have his bowels taken
¢ out, and his heart thrown in his face, and his body quar-
tered.” He held his handkerchief up to his face while his fen~
tence was read ; and being afked if he had any thing to offer in
his behalf, he defired a fortnight to prepare for his end, which
the court granted, and allowed him till the 12th of July; but
early that morning a reprieve was brought to Newgate, to refpite
him for a fortnight longer. After which he was feveral times ref-

pited
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city, without oppofition ; while Lord Anfon
ftrecched along. the coaft, to prevent any of the
fhips coming out of Breft, or other ports, to annoy
the tranfports. St. Malo being found to be ftrongly
fitpated on a peninfula, it was not judged prudent
to atrack it; therefore the troops deftroyed about
one hundred fail of fhipping, many of them pri-
vateers, which lay under the cannon of the place,
and fet fire to feveral magazines filled with naval
ftores. The damage was confiderable; yet the
town never fired. - The troops having nothing fur-
ther to do were re-embarked on the 12th; andit
was intended to make a defcent near Cherbourg;
but it blowing a hard gale, and provifions being
fhort, it was found neceffary to return home.

At this time the efforts for fupporting the Ger-
man war were brought to their nice criterion,
Zither England muft fupport Pruffia and defend
Hanover, or both muft fall ; for the confederacy
was fo powerful againft them, that without the al
fiftance of England they could not be able to ftand
againft their numerous enemies ; and Mr. Pitt now
faw, that he mufteither (with the reft of the king’
fervants, who were attached to Germany) entet
into the trammels of Germanic meafures, or quit
the helm of the adminiftration. Here was a ftrong
confliét between the duty which he owed to his fo-
vereign, and the principles which he had plighted
to the people. It will be hard to diftinguifh, m 4
government like ours, whether it is greater pa

—

pited from time totime, and at length pardoned, on condition
of going into perpetual exile,

1t has been fondly, or rather foolifhly, thought, that h;
earned his forgivenefs by fome important difcovery; but this
was not the gafe ; for it 1s gertain that he owed it to foreign s
terpofition. "

triotifm



¢ 55) 1758,

eriotifin in a minifter to be continually oppofing an
aged monarch, in fome alien, but favourite mea-
fures ; or to acquiefce in them, and , thereby pro-
cure harmony and unanimity among(t all his fer-
vants and fubjects. In a defpotic governmeat, it
is true, a minifter is obliged to purfue, and endea-
vour to accomplith, whatever are his fovereign’s
political views ; but in a royal republic (like
Great Britain) a minifter may oppofe whatever he
thinks is unconftitutional er prejudicial to the na-
tional intereft.  Mr. Pitt had long oppofed Ger-
man meafures; he had oppofed them till he faw
oppofition was vain; and that whoever was fin-
cerely defirous of purfuing the interefts of Eng-
land, muft {acrifice fome points and fome opinions
to Germany, to prevent Britith meafures, in the

. other parts of the world, being impeded : he faw

that the beft way was to acquiefce for while he
adhered to Britith meafures only, unanimity would
never be eftablithed in the king’s council: it was
apparent, Britain muft inevicably be connected
with Germany, as long as the fame perfon is king
of England and elector of Hanover*. This

channel

e

* <« When we excluded from the throne the family of the
¢ Stuarts, we caft our eyes round Europe for a {overeign ; but
¢ we could find no prince of the proteftant religion, who had
no foreign dominions: what then muft we have done >—have
¢ {ubmitted to abfolute 'government, been torn to pieces by a
< civil war, or chofen a king who had political inter it
< was thonght beft to chufe the latter, however d hofe
¢ interefts might be from the good of this nation. If this
misfortune was inevitzble in its caufe, it was impofiible to
¢« prevent its being the fame ‘in its effect. The evil then of
keeping confiderable armies in Germany {ome mea-
“ fure) engrafted in the eftablifhment. Without doubt all
¢ Engliftmen wifh the crown had no territory out of this

ifland, that our firengt ht be kept withiu{t; but fe
dary caufes have difpofed :
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channel being unavoidable, the only thing thaty
good patriot could do, was to aim at making it

ferviceable
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alter them ? it might be propofed the giving Hanover to o
of the royal family ; as it would (as far as human wifdon
can be allowed to divine) be greatly for the intereft of both
Great Britain and Hanover,. by taking away a pretence fir
invading it when at war with us. This meafure is pradi-
cable, for by the feudal law, by which the fiefs in Germany
are regulated, a wvaflal can give his land to whom he will;
that is, the dominium utile, or the profits ; the fuperior’s con.
fent is only neceflary to eftablith what is called the dominim
direftum: there are many examples in Germany which fhew,
that fuch alienations are agreeable to the Germanic confliti-
tion and practice. But as long as the fame perfon is king of
Great Britain and ele€tor of Hanover, the evil will not be
removed.

¢« BEvery one knows, that when we firft entered into a wa
with France, in a caufe that was purely national, Frang
thought not of difturbing Germany, till fhe faw herf
baffled in her hopes of fucceeding in her fingle contentin
with us. She then turned her eyes towards the empire, an
there faw an opening for new projects. The courts of Viemn
and Berlin were then in a jarring ftate; the former havin
formed a grand alliance for difpoffefling the latter of Silefs
which under our guaranty had been ceded to it by treat:
France ftcod ready, under pretence of joining either partyi
that quarrel, to make reprifals on the eletorate of Hanovt
for her lofies to the king of Great-Britain, The cout df
London was aware of this, and thereupon applied to that o
Vienna for fupporting, in a common caufe, the unoffending
eleGtorate, at the time that it entered into a fubfidiary trealj
with Ruffia for effe@ing the f..ne purpofe. But the Empreh

Jueen, bent only on profecuting her own caufe, refufed®”

engage in {o juft a common one; which reafonably difguted
England; while Pruffia, fearful of ‘our Ruflian alliance, and

¢ doubtful of the effectual alliance of France, farther thanit

feizing the ele@orate of Hanover, propofed an alliance with
Great-Britain ; not with a defign to draw her troops into the
empire, but with a view to keep all foreign troops o
of it, and thereby to confine the firuggles in Germar
to the German powers only. But Ruffia, as well #
France, having a particular point to carry, thefe two powe
joined Auflria and Saxony, and drew Sweden into the 2+
liance, being all bent on public mifchief for the promotiof;l"ir

113 t [4
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ferviceable to Britain: a fhort confideration pointed
out the method ; it muft be heartily entered into:
the attention and troops of France muft be diverted
as much as poffible that way, to malke her employ
more troops in Germany, than was confiftent with
her intereft in America and the fupport of her ma-
rine, in order to furnith fairer opportunities for at-
tacking her fettlements abroad §, and thereby cut
off the fources of her treafure and power both by
fea and land. This was the outline., There yet

«¢ their feveral private ends. Thus the misfortunes which have
¢ happened, were in fact found unavoidable,” :

§ The cafe was not now as it was when Mr. Pitt came into
the adminiftration; when there was a neceflity of keeping ¢ a
« fufficient force of regulars at home, inflead of foreign aux-
¢ jliaries, to repel any attempts that might be made by hoftile
¢ invafions. Mr. Pitt would not, in thofe circumftances, con-
s fent to fend any Britifh troops into Germany; becaufe it

* ¢ would expofe Britain, and oblige him to relax his vigeur to

¢ compleat the grand defigns he had formed, which were ne-
¢¢ ceffary to be executed for the fecarity of our trade, naviga-
¢ tion and colonies ; and for reducing the power of France by
¢ ‘fea. ‘The progrefs made by the French arms againft our
< allies, in this interim, will teftify, that their interefts were
¢ not preferred to the intereft of Great-Britain ; bgt that they
s¢ {uffered greatly for want of that aid, which a wife and good
minifter could not then grant them, without deviating from
¢¢the principal obje&t of the Britith war: though France
avowedly attacked Hanoveron account of our American dif-
¢« ferences. But when affairs took fuch a turn in favour of
Britain ; that the fleets, which our enemy had equipped in
their feveral ports, to pour a numerous army into this ifland,
were defeated and. ruined: when the lofs of their med of
war, and of their failors, brought into our ports, evinced
the impofiibility of executing any hoftile attempts againit the
Britith ifles, to effe€t: when his majefty had given his royal
confent to the¥raifing a regular and well-difciplined militia,
for the internal fafety of England: and when that inftitution
enabled the miniftry to fpare a fupply of Britifh troops, to
break the progrefs of France againit territories invaded,
plandered, burnt, and deftroyed, for no other reafon, than
their conneétions with Britain: then we could not, in juftice,
deny our allies fuch fuccours, as our national intereft could
(1 fpare.”

remained




i

1758. ( 58)

remained many fteps to be taken to accomplifh thi
great end. Since it wasimpofiible to feperate B
tain from the continent, thofe engagements enter
into by the former adminiftration, muft be cemented}
in a ftill ftronger manner ; for this reafon, the confe
deracy againit Pruffia being fo powerful, that mo
narch in all probability, if not fupported by Eng.
fand, would be cruthed ; and if he fell, Hanove
would inftantly fall likewife. The latter was ‘the
tender point, and at a peace it-mull be regaine
even if it fthould be fet at the high price of all the
Britifh conquefts. According to this fyftem, whic
every one knows was the {yftem of thofe days, i
was the intereft of Britain to {fupport the exiftenc
of Pruffia, and reinforce the allied army with Br
tith troops: therefore, in order to ruin the Gallie
fcheme, (which was the making a conquelt of Ha
nover, and with it purchafe whatever the fuperiorif
of the Britith navy might acquire) the fupport d
Pruffia, and the defence of Hanover, became ob-
jeéts of the fecond importance. The peopled
England were unanimous in their defires of fup-
porting the king of Pruffia: the eclat of his vie
tories had gained their efteem. It was at the time?
when this vein was fwelled with the warmeft blood;
that the treaty with Pruffia was made. We do not
here mention this as any vindication of that treatf,
becaufe we juft before explained the political mo:
tives, which induced Mr. Pitt to fign it, and the
views which he had of making advantage refilt
from it; but what a happy concurrence of events
there had been to warp the people to.German me#
fures, and to continue the moft favourable opinion
of the minifter, and to ftill repofe unlimited confi
dence in his known honefly, vigilance and well
meaning. Here it will not be amifs to infert 4
tranflation of the convention between his majefty
and the king of Prufiia, concluded and figned &
London'on the r1th of April 1758.

¢¢ Wheres
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«« Whereas a treaty between their Britannic and
Praffian majefties was concluded and figned on
the 16th day of January 1756, the ftipulations
whereof tended to the prefervation of the general
peace of Europe, and of Germany in particular:
and whereas fince that period Fraace has not only
invaded the empire with numerous armies, and at-
tacked their aforefaid majefties and their allies, but
has alfo excited other powersto act inlike manner:
and whereas it is {o notorious, that the extra-
ordinary efforts made by his Pruffian majefty to
defend himfelf againft the number of enemies,
who have attacked him on fo many fides at
once, have occafioned a very great and burthen-
fome expence; whilft, on the other hand, his re-
venues -have been greatly diminithed in thofe
parts of his dominions which have been the feat
of war; and their majefties having mutually de-
termined to continue their efforts for their reci-

procal defence and fecurity, for the recovery of

their pofleflions, for the protection of their
allies, and the prefervation of the liberties of
the Germanic body ; his Britannic majefty has
refolved, in confequence of thefe confiderations,
to give an immediate fuccour, in money, to his
Pruffian majefty, as. the fpeedieft and moft ef-
fectual ; and their aforefaid majefties have
thought proper, that a convention fhould be
made thereupon, in order to declare and afcer-
tain their reciprocal intentions in this refpect ;
for which purpofe they have appointed and au-
thorized their refpective minifters, viz. In the
name and on the part of his Britannic majetty,
his privy counfellors, Sir Robert Henley, knight,
lord keeper of the great feal of Great-Britain,
John earl of Granville, prefident of his council,
Thomas Holles duke of Newcaftle, firft lord

° commiffioner of his treafury, Robert earl of

<« Holdernefiz,
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Holdernefle, one of his principal fecretaries
ftate, Philip earl of Hardwicke, and Williay
Pitt, efquire, another of his principal fecretarig
of ftate ; and in the name and on the part of
his Pruflian majefty, the Sieurs Dodo Heny
baron of Knyphaufen, his privy counfellor
embafly and minifter plenipotentiary at the cout
of his Britannic majefty, and L.ewis Michel,
his chargé dajffaires at the faid court; who, afta
having communicated to each other thejr
{pective full powers, have agreed upon the fil
lowing articles.

¢ 1. His majefty the king of Great-Britaine
gages to caule to be paid, in the city of Londo
to the perfen or perfons who fhall be authoriz
for that purpofe by his majefty the king of Pni
fia, the {um of four millions of German crown
amounting to fix hundred and feventy thoufa
pounds fterling; which entire fum fhall be pai
at once, immediately after the exchange of ti
ratifications, upon the requifition of his Prufiis
majefty.

“ [I. His majefty the king of Pruffia engags
on his part, to employ the faid fum in keeping¥
and augmenting his forces, which fhall act inti
moft advantageous manner for the commol
caufe, and for the end propofed by their afort:
faid majefties, of reciprocal defence and mutd
fecurity.

¢ III. The high contralting parties moreov
engage, viz, On the one part, his Britannic m#
Jelty, both as king and as eleftor; and, on the
other part, his Pruflian majefty ; not to COF
clude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutialif
or any other convention or agreement wha’tfq
ever, with the powers who have taken partt
the prefent war, but in concert, and by mutu
confent, and exprefly comprehending each otht
therein,

« IV, Thi
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( 61) 1458,

¢« 1V. This convention fhall be ratified; and
¢ the ratification thereof fhall be exchanged on
« both fides, within the term of fix weeks, to be
« reckoned from the date of the figning this con-
« yention, or {ooner, if poflible.
<« In witnefs whereof, we the underwritten mi-
« pifters of his Majefty the king of Great-Britain,
¢ and of his Majefty the king of Pruffia, by virtue
« of our full powers, have figned this prefent con-
vention, and have fet the feals of our arms
thereto.”
This convention was renewed annually much in
the fame tenor of expreflion, and exactly with re-
fpect to the terms. The houfe of parliament ap-
proved of this convention when it was laid before
them, and on the 20th of April granted the
money*. The German connexions being fully
entered

4

~

(4

o

* The fum ftipulated by this convention to be paid by
Great-Britain, has been branded with the appellation of & #:-
bute, in the payment of avbich the honour and interift of the nation
awere feandaloufly proffituted. ¢ This is a licentioufnefs of
¢ diftion, which at once arraigns the king, lords and com-
“ mons, of proftituting their power and authority, and of
¢¢ combining in a meafure to difhonour and to ruin the nation.
¢ Let us examine this allegation.—A tribute !—This is a token
of bondage. Did the Britifh parliament, when they granted
an annual fupply of money to the king of Pruflia, give any
reafon to {ufpect, that therewith they furrendered to him
their liberty, lives and fortunes? or did they a&, as if they
made that obligation through fear of what might be dreaded
from the progrefs of his arms ; or throngh that magnanimous
principle of {uccouring the diftrefled ; of maintaining a ba-
lance of power, for which England has always been ap-
plauded; and of favouring our national intereft? Did not
the king of Pruffia, in confideration of that annual pay-
ment, ftipulate and agree to enter into no fecret or feparate
treaty of peace detrimental to the intereft, and without the
confent of Great-Britain? and to keep the fword drawn
againft our enemies, till his Britannic majefty fhould give
him leave to ‘heath it by an honcurable peace;—In all which
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entered into, they granted this feflion other moni
relative to the fupport of the German caufe, whig-
augmented the fum granted for the aid of ol
friends on the continent to 1,861,8971. and
fupplies, inthe whole, amounted to 10,486,4571 |
will be allowed, that this was Carrying on war at g
immenfe expence; and at the fame time it muft be
confefled, that there was no other way of fruftrating
the French defigns. It was likewife putting Franc
to an immenfe expence in granting fubfidies t
Auftria, Ruffia, Sweden, and feveral princes of
the empire ; which fhe was obliged to do by virtue
of the treaty of confederacy, in order to accom

€

-

there does not appear any thing like flavery or tribute on
the part of Britain.—How fuch a treaty with the kingof
¢ Pruflia can be branded with the {candalous proftitution of the
honour and intereft of the nation is'as unjuft, as it is incon
ceivable. Was it beneath the dignity of the king of Great B
tain to enter into an alliance with a proteftant king, of the firt
rank, for his valour, and for his {irength and intereftin Europe!
*¢” Was it {candalous to fecure fuch an ally by a pecuniary fettle
ment, when the union of the houfes of Auftria and Bourbon,
* aflifted by Ruflia, Sweden, and other powers, threatened
immediate deftruction to our trade and intereft on the con
tinent of Europe; which would naturally have followed the
conquering fword of our French rivals in every branch of
manufacture and commerce? o was it fcandalous to facilitate
our operations by fea in America, and in other diffantre
gions, by a well-timed application of fuch a fubfidy ; which
kept France in fuch a flate of uncertainty, dependance and
* expence, that difabled her from g vigorous purfuit of her
natural and national intereft, and crowned our expeditiops
every where with fuccefs? This {ubfidy has nothing new in
“ its conftitution. It was of no other kind, than what not
¢ only Britain, but other nations, particularly France, has
always made ufe of, to fecure an intereft to herfelf, and to
deprive her adverfaries of turther means of {trength, of
¢ this kind have been feveral northern princes, who were -
*“ ways looked upon as tributaries, or fubfervient, to the na-
¢ tion which paid them for their friendfhip and aid, andnot#
¢ holding their Pay-mafters in a ftate of tributary fubjection.”
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( 63) 1758,
plith her views: therefore the cafe was nothing
more than oppofing one great expence to another,
It remained to be {feen who was beft able to bear it:
the confequence all the world knows; France be-
came a bankrupt. Mr. Pitt was fenfible, that op-
pofing France on the continent was putting her to a
greater expence than England+; and he had in
view the making her a bankrupt, when he con-
fented to the alliance with Pruflia, by obliging her,
fince the had entered Germany, to exhault her
troops and treafures there ; while the Britifh navy
cut off all or moft of her refources from America,
and entirely ruined her trade; and at the fame time
increafed the riches and revenues of his own
country by new and valuable acquifitions, the better
to enable her to fupport this additional expence.

t ¢ The Auftrians, Ruflians, Swedes, &c. have coft France
¢ more by fubfidies, than their common caufe has received be-
¢ nefit. A moderate {ubfidy to the king of Pruffia has coft France
“ many millions to keep thofe powers in an unnatural combina-
“ ton. Whilft Britain, ata great expence of money, and of
“ many valuable lives, has oppofed the French in Germany, and
¢ urged them to keep up a prodigious force in a country that ever
¢ hasbeen, and ever will be, their ruin, at an expence fuperior
* toours: whilft it has hindered them from protecting their co-
¢ lonies, and left us entirely at liberty to carry on the war
where it was moft to our advantage, can it be doubted in the
leaft, whether it was or was not our intereft to bring as nu-
merous a French army from home, and as far from home
as poflible, to a country that could not pofiibly fupply them
¢ with forage and provifion? but where they muft either puar-
¢ chafe it at as dear a rate a5 ourfelves, or bring it at a fill
¢ greater expence along with them 5 and where a Frenchman,
“ or a French horfe, would require as much fuftenance as an
“ Englith one ; and confequently, if the French had 120,000
 men, and the . allies. but 60 or 76,000, the balance was fo
much in our favour. Upon confidering all thefe circum-
“ ftances, it is evident: that the expence of {upporting this
# war has been greater to France than to Britain.”

i ) He
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He was fenfible he could effect tl

-—

D

h ect thefe ends, becal
the French councils were divided and diftradted;
for fuch of the French of the minifters, who wey
for purfuing the true interefts of their country, mf
perhaps did not pay fervile court to a capricioy
woman, were oppofed, and their defigns fi
quently fruftrated by a number of creatures, Wiy
without any regard to honour or integrity, ¢
gaged implicitly to cbey the directions of a o
ning female favourite, and gratify all her mi
chievous paflions. - Mr. Pitt profited by thefe &
vifions ; he perceived the French miniftry e
unable to beftow a proper attention to both e
ments *, therefore he aimed at confounding the
ftill more by reiterated blows on all fides;
while their attention was employed in Germa
fo ruin their navy; and to continue to empl
their attention there till a peace, to prevent ti
being able, or having opportunity to repairif
The people with pleafure acquiefced in thefe e
ments and meafures, becaufe they knew they W
healing ; and they faw that by them. and ther
only, harmony was made permanent in his
majelty’s counfels; a circumftance, which at#
times is of the utmoft importance to a ftate, and!
a time of waris an- invaluable bleffing; they t

* Itis a proof to thofe, wha recolleét the number of
manders the French have had in Germany, how well 1
minded but oze element. !

[I It is worthy obfervation, that the navy of Louis \T
which was ruined by the engagement of La Hague, would#t
have been repaired, had not king William cut ouf 0
enough for the French on the continent, and thereby 0%
barafled the French miniftry, that they could not attend 0%
the neceflary articles of both fea and land fervice. In qu
Anne’s time likewife, when the French fleet was baffled "
Mediterranean, they made no more figure at {ea, becaute *;

allies found them {o much employment on thé continent:
) i
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not therefore brand Mr. Pitt as an apoftate, for
doing what no man in the fame fituation could
avoid.

Such were the motives and fentiments of Mr.
Pitt and his coadjutors for entering into the Ger-
man war. It would be impertinent if the author
added any remarks of his own, or intruded in op-
pofition the opinions of other men, moft of whom
acquiefced in the meafure in that time, and have
oppofed it fince merely for the fake of oppoling
Mr. Pitt: the reader is to judge for himfelf; the
writer’s intention here being only to fpeak of things
as he found them.

When thefe fentiments and this fcheme were
adopted, the duke of Marlborough was fent to
Germany with a confiderable number of Britith
troops; they were landed at Embden, and marched
from thence to join the allied army.

The expeditions to the coaft of France, how-
ever, were not laid afide; the time was now come,
when we were to retaliate on the French thofe ter-
rors in reality, which they had long raifed in us by
menaces of an invafion. General Bligh had the
command of the troops which were to go on the
fecond expedition; and his royal highnefs prince
Edward, now duke of York, entered as a volun-
teer with commodore Howe. The defign was to
exccute what had been proje¢ted on viewing the
French coaft the laft time it was vifited. On the
6th of Augulft the troops were landed at Cherbourg,
where they deftroyed the mole, pier, bafon, and
many other excellent and expenfive works for ma-
king a convenient and ftrong harbour. Twenty
fine picces of brafs cannon and two large mortars
were found at the place, and put on board the thips
to be conveyed to England: other confiderable da-
mage was done to the French, and hoftages were

taken
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to-England, where the people Pecame c‘liﬁﬁrit\ed by
the news of the mifcarriage, while thofe of France
were extravagantly elated ; and  the two gencrals
were condemned and extolled in proportion.

Prince Ferdinand having purfued the French to
the Rhine, pafled that river after them. He took
his meafures fo well, that on the 23d of Juoe he
found means to attack  their left wing at Crevelr,
which he totally routed; and it is {fuppofed, that
the French loft in this affair between 4 and 5000
men I. Dufieldorp was taken in conflequencey while
the French army were colle€ted, and took refuge
under Cologne. Prince Ferdinand then intended
to carry the war into the enemy’s country; but his
defigns were fruftrated. The Erench had affembled
another army (agreeable to the ftipulations of the
confederate treaty) which was commanded by th
Prince de Soubize. Prince Ferdinand, in oppo-
fiion to that general, pofted the Prince of Yien-
bourg with the Heffian troops; but the duke de
Broglio, who was detached by Soubize, defeated
thofe troops on the 23d of July at Sanderfhaufen,
and thereby gained poffeflion of the river Wefer,
with the advantage of being able to a& in Weft-
phalia on which fide he pleafed; and likewife having
it in his power to intercept the Britifth troops, under

the command of the duke of Marlborough, who
were on their march from Embden to Join the allied

i Among the French officers who were {lain in this ation,
one deferves particular notice. He was the young count de
Gifors, only fon of the duke de Belleifle, the laft hopz of a
noble family, and lately married to the heirefs of an illuftrious
houfe. * He pofleffed many extraordinary accomplithments as
well as uncommon genigs. He was mortally wounded at the
head_ of his regiment, as he was bringing it up with the moik
heroic Lourage, to the inexpreflible grief of his aged father, and
the unjverfa regret of his country,




1%58: ( 68 )

army. Prince Ferdinand by this unfortunate ftro
was greatly embarraffed. ‘The face of fortunews
fuddenly reverfed. ~The fafety of Hanover {eemed
to depend on the feafonable reinforcement of troop
from Britain s for the French army being on thei
own frontiers, had in a fhort time been confiderably
reinforced. He was neceflitated to either bring
them to another ation, or retreat over the Rhing,
The firft was difficult, becaufe the French woul
not fight ; the latter was alfo difficult, on account
of the many late heavy and uncommon rains, whi
had fwelled the river to a prodigious height, Whi
the allies were in this condition, one of the Frrench
generals, named de Chevert, projected a {chent
for the retaking of Dufleldorp but the waters h
ving fruftrated his views, he built another projed
upon the ruins of the firft. The allies had a pof
at Meer on the Rhine, held by baron Imboff, &
well to fecure a magazine and a bridge at Res, &
to prefervea free com munication between the Briti
and allied trcops.  Chevert’s plan was to diflodg
Imhoff, burn the bridge, take the magazine, and
cut off the communication. He had 12,000
and 11 pieces of cannon. Imhoff had not 300
men, and cut off from all expectations of affiftanc
from prince Ferdinand ; but he had advice d
Chevert’s approach ; upon which he quitted b
poft, and while the enemy were marching throug!
difficult ground, he furprized them in fank an
front, and after a fhort, but fpirited attack, pu
them to flight, and took their cannon and baggig®
"This happened on the s5th of Augutt. Afrerwart
he marched towards the Englifh troops, and hap
pily effected a junction. Imhoff's bravery furnifhe
prince Ferdinand with an opportunity for repafiin
the Rhine, which he effeted without any obftrue
tion from the enemy. Thus did the battle ¢

Sanderfhaufen prevent any material advantg®
being
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being derived from that of Crevelts,and the a&tion
of Meer, with the_ critical reinforcement, of the
Britith troops, Jikewife prevented any being drawn’
from that of Sanderfhaufen. The~French .army,
however, being greatly . reinforced, and baving
changed its commander *, prince Ferdinand judged
it prudent. to act on the defenfive: he judicioufly
chofe fome excellent ports along the river Lippe.
The French finding it dangerous to attempt any of
thefe, dire@ed their attention once more to the
prince of Yfenbourg, who was pofted fo as to pro-
tect the courfe of the Wefer, and cover a part of
Hefle. Soubize’s army was_reinforced to 30,000
men by detachments from the grand army. Prince
Ferdinand being aware of the French defigns, fent
general Oberg with a detachment to the affiftance of
prince Yfenbourg, which augmeated that, prince’s
arniy to 15,000 men. T heenemy relying on their
fuperiority, refolved to, gain fome part of Hefle 5
therefore they attacked general Oberg, on the laft
day of September, at Lanwerenhagen, and obliged
him to ‘retire, after he had loft 1500 men; but
fome woods happening to \be in his rear, favoured
his march, and prevented his defeat becoming total.
The feafon, however, was too far advanced for
the French to reap any advantages from this vic-
tory. The fatigues of the eampaign having made
it neceffary for the allied troops to have fome reft,
prince Ferdinand ' abandoned his pofts along . the
Lippe, -and retired into Weftphalia, and foon after-

f\\!

* 'The French army firft marched into'Germany, under the
command of the marfhal d'Etrees 5 but his)lady, foon ater the
battle of Haftenbeck, happening to affront,madame Pompa-
dour, he was recalled, and fucceeded by marfhal Richlien, one
of her creatures ; but he, when the French were drove out of
Hanover, ‘was replaced by the'count de'Clermont, who was
noy fubfituted by M. de Contades.

K wards
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wards went into winter-quarters in Munfter, P
derborn and Hildetheim. The French likewif
entered Weftphalia, and there took up their quar.
ters. The Englith troops were too late to affift iy
any of the operations of the campaign; but they
fuffered greatly by ficknefs. The duke of Mal
borough died at Munfter of a dyfentery.

The firft operation of the king of Pruffia wa
the redu&ion of Schweidnitz, which he effefted in
the month of April after a fhort, but vigorou,
fiege. By this acquifition he regained all thof
dominions he had loft laft year, and was now ready
to ac on the offenfive, and carry the theatreof
war into the territories of his enemies : but firft ke
provided for the fecurity of his frontiers ; he pofted
count Dohna with an army to cover Silefia from
any -incurfions of the Ruffians; and his brothe
prince Henry with another army in Saxony, 0
prevent the army of the empire, which had ben
recruited, from entering Brandenburgh or Mag
deburg. At this time count Daun, with all the
troops which his fovereign could affemble, lay i
trenched at Koningfgratz in Bohemia. The king
of Pruffia made feveral feints, as if he intended ©
enter Bohemia; and when he had {fufficiently
alarmed and diverted the enemies attention thit
way, he all at once, by a rapid march, entered
Moravia, and proceeded to Olmutz the capitdl;
but general Marifchal, who happened to be pofled
in that province, having intelligence of his march,
had jufl time enough to throw himfelf into (i
town. However, the king of Pruffia laid fieg
to it on the 27th of May, and the trenches wet
opened before count Daun heard, that the king
of Prufia had given him the flip. When I
received that intelligence, he inftancly broke up hi
camp, and haftened to the relief of the ciry. I

began to impede the Pruffian operations by attack:
ing
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ng every night their pofts, and harraffing them
with continual alarms. The king offered him
battle ; but Daun knew better how to improve his
advantages than hazard them all at once, At
this time a large convoy was coming from Silefia to
the king’s camp, which Daun having intelligence
of, detached a confiderable body of troops to take
it, and the king of Pruffia detached another bod
to preferve it. The Auftrians fell in with the
convoy, and a bloody confliét enfued: the Pruf-
fians being greatly inferior were defeated; the
center and part of the van were taken, and the rear
pulhed back to Silefia, while only the other part of
the van efcaped to the king’s camp. This was a
mortifying check to the king of Pruffia’s refolution
and fpiric: he faw himfelf by this unlucky event
deprived of the very meaps of fubfiftance, and
confequently obliged to relinquith his project, at the
very time when the town was expected every day to
furrender.  Howeyer he preferved a good appea-
rance 3 and on the laft day of June, which was the
laft day of the fiege, the firing continued as brifk
as ever; but at night he {uddenly abandoned the
place, and gained a march of the Auftrians before
they were apprized of his retrear. He took the
route of Bohemia, and arrived with all his bag-
gage, artillery, fick and wounded, at Konigfgratz.
This was one of the moft {urprifing retreats, which
had been accomplifhed fince the days of Xenophon.
It was performed in the face of a great army, in
high fpirits, and conducted by a very able general,
who could not imipede the march of the retreating
army, though he attempted to hover on its wings.
itis hard to fay, whether M. Daun fhewed more
ikill in obliging the king of Pruffia to raife the
fiege without giving him battle; or the king of
fruffia in raifing the fiege, and effecting his fur-
prifing  retreat without lofs.  The affairs of his
B Pruffiig
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Pruffian, majelty were every day becoming mor®
critical s the inyafion of. ‘his dominions by, the Ruf®
fians,. under the gcncra}.s Fermoriand Brown, would
have obliged him to quit Moravia, if: count Daun
had not ; for-at this tme they, had entered the new
Marche of Brandenberg, where they daily com-
mitted the moft horrid ravages and barbarities, and
had Jaid: fiege to Cuftrin: his prefence in that
country became abfolutely neceflary 3 accordingly
he profccuted his march with the utmoft diligence,
and arrived in the neighbourhood of Cuftrin on the
soth of Augufl, after. a march. of &1 days from
the midft of Moravia. Notwithftanding the great
fatigue and hardfhips which his, army muit have
{uffered, he  refolved immediately on gVing the
Ruffians battle ; and his troops, animated . with ‘e
yenge. on Viewing the difmal fpectacle which., the
country all  round prefented, ardently  withed, for
an _engagement with fuch cruel enemies. , Lhe
king joined his troops under count Dohna, and on
the 25th of Auguft gave baitle to the Rufiians
near the village of Zorndorft. The Pruflians: were
now, in the ricteft fenfe, fighting for their coun-
try, which was ready to fall under one of the fevereft
fcourges which providenge ever chaftifed a nation.
The exiftence of the Prufiian crown depended on
the fortune-of . the day i the defolation of the coun
try, and the villages, ou fire. all.round,  were fuch
marks of the . enemy’s cruelty, as exafperated | the
Pruffians to .a pitch.of enthufiafm. . In this rag
they began one of the moit bloody conflicts, that)
has been fought during the war. For the fpaced
two hours the Pruflian actillery rained on the Ruf
fians like water fromithe heavens:: this furious cang
nonade, the moft dreadful that ever man beheld;
they.{tood undaunted..; The Mufcovite foot wert
artacked at nine, in the morning, with an im petuofi
that weuld; haye ftaggered the braveil veterans
a1
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any civilized nation ; but they had not the fenfe to
move ; they fell in their ranks, and new regiments

refled forward to fupply new flaughter 3 nay, fo
Yearlefs were they, and fo void of all fenfe of fafety,
that when the firft line had fired away all their car-
tridges, they obftinately ftood, though defencelefs,
and were fkot at like marks. It was evident, that
to gain a vitory over fuch troops muft be to de-
firoy them: the flaughter of courfe was very greats;
but their army was numerous, and freth bodies
continually prefenting themfelves, and making the
moft vigorous efforts, the Pruffian infantry at
length gave way : had the Ruffian officers known
how to have made ufe of this advantage, they had
gained the victory; but it feems they did not;
and general Seidlitz, who commanded the Pruffian
cavalry, profited by their ignorance ; he inftantly
threw himfelf into the chafm, and charged the
Ruffian foot with an impetuofity which. they could
not withftand: they were cither fatigued with the
work they had already gone through, or difheart-
ened by the appearance of the horfe; for, being
unfupported, they fell back all on afudden, break-
ing their own ranks, and in the molt utter con-
fufion fired upon one another, and plundered their
own baggage : the wind blew the duft and {moke
in their faces: the Pruffian infantry was rallied, and
led to the charge by the king in perfon; the flaugh-
ter now became more terrible than ever; the Ruf-
fians were crammed up in a narrow {pace; while
the Pruffians with regular fires, every fhot having
its full effe&, continued the combat till feven o’clock
at night: yet ftill (which is almoft incredible) the
Ruffians kept their ground. Night came on, and
then, and not till then, the Ruflians retreated under
favour of the darknefs. They loft, according to
their
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their own account, 21,529 men ¥, They wey
purfued into Poland, and thereby prevented fig
undertaking any thing farther againft the king
Prufiia in Brandenburgh. The lofs of the Pruffiay
was near 4000 men. In the mean time coyy
Daun, in conjunétion with the army of the empirg
now commanded by the prince of Deux Ponts, p.
netrated into Saxony, and took the fortrefs of Sop.
neftein. He aimed at wrefting Saxony entirely outof
the hands of the Pruffians ; and for this purpofe ke
nearly furrounded prince Henry of Pruffia’s army,
which confifted only of 20,000 men, pofted foa
to cover Drefden. ~But the king of Pruffia, wh
was informed of his brother’s critical fituation,
haftened to his relief, before Daun, who is remark
ably flow in the concerting of meafures, could exe
cute his project.  The king joined his brother, ad
Daun fell back as far as Zictay. But the king foon
after {feperated from his brother, and {hewed ade
fign of cutting off Daun’s communication with
Bohemia, while Daun fhewed a defign of cutting
off his with Silefia. In this cafe a battle feemed
inevitable ; and Daun refolved to brino it on the
firft advantageous opportunity, left the time for
action fhould be loft, and he obliged to entirely
abandon Saxony, and thereby give up the fruitsof
the campaign. At this tinie the king of Pruffi
was encamped at Hohkirchen, a village in Lu-
fatia. Daun, in the dead of a dark night (O&

14) favoured by a thick fog, filently marched to

the Pruffian camp; and at five o’clock in the motn- |

ing he attacked the Pruffians in the moft intrepid
manner and with the greateft regularity. They were
entirely furprized ; they run to their arms, fome

* Of two regiments, which before the batile confifted of
4595 eftedtive men, there were only 1475 left,
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half naked. Marfhal Keith mounted his horfe,
and putting himfelf at the head of a corps on the
right wing, where the heat of the attion lay, mgde
a very gallant refiftance, which afforded the kmg
of Pruflia an opportunity to form the left wing,
before it thould be difordered by any fudden efforts
of the enemy. Keith maintained a bloody and
defperate confli¢t three hours amidit all the horr'ors
of darknefs, confufion, carnage and defpair, againt
{uperior numbers, who were continuglly fupported
by frefh troops : three times was the village loft and
won: he rallied the broken regiments, and every
time charged with the utmoft ardour; but all that
he could do could not prevent a defeat. About
nine o’clock he was thot through the heart; he in-
ftantly fell on the field, and his body was left to the
Auftrian irregulars, who ftripped it. At the be-
ginning of the a&tion a cannon ball took off the
head of prince Francis of Brunfwick, as he was
mounting his horfe. Thus fell two gallant and dif-
tinguithed officers.  Prince Maurice of Anhalt was
wounded and taken prifoner. When Keith was
flain, the right wing was foon defeated. The king
then gave up all hopes of recovering the ground.
He ordered a retreat, which he effe@ed in tolerable
order, by the good countenance of his cavalry and
the heavy fire of his artillery.  He loft at leaft
7000 men, with all his tents, great part of his bag-
gage, and fome cannon 3 but the death of marfhal
Keith was his greatelt misfortune ; the reft he could
repair.  The lofs of the Auftrians, according to
their own account, amounted to 5000 men, Mar-
fhal Daun, however, did not derive the advantages
from this ftratagem which he expected. It is true
he foiled the King of Pruffia, and that monarch
fuffered in his reputation by it; but this added no-
thing to the caufe. He hoped to have been able 10
take fonie towns in Silefia s and with this view he

previoufly
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previoufly fent detachments into that county; o
of which had laid fiege to Neifs, and “anoth
formed a blockade round Cofle). His aim now i
to cover thofe attempts.  The King foon recover
of his difafter; and drew reinforcements fro{n‘“’hi;
brother in Saxony. He by feveral mafterly mo
ments and rapid marches opened his paflage it
Silefia, and thus crufhed in a moment all Datil
boafted advantages of the battle of Hohlkirchen. Gt
neral Lauden was detached after himy but the kit
continued his march: he relieved Neifs and Coff
When Daun found he could not hinder the kis
from entering Silefia, he bent his thoughts towa
Saxony : he refolved to take Drefden, and's
proached the fuburbs with an army of 60000 it
The garrifon, commanded by count Schmetu
amounted to about 12,000. The city beingh
poorly fortified, and the governor, who was
termined to hold the place to the laft extremi
confidering that if the enemy gained poffeffion
the fuburbs, they might eafily command the df
tefolved to fet fire to them ; which was according
done in the. morning of the roth of Novembet, @
about 2 50 houfes were confumed, the inhabitan!
which nearly left their all, and fome their lives. T
fire, which in part laid wafte the capital of Sidl
rendered marfhal Daun’s project of a coup de mai
prafticable, and regular approaches demanded m¥
time than he could now fpare. Theking of Prof
was in full march to relieve Saxony, where hes
tived on the 20th of November, which oblf
marfhal Daun to retire into Bohemia, asd
take up his winter-quarters, The army of ¥
empire had entered another. part of Saxony,
formed fome attempts on Torgau and Leipfic; b
they were fruftrated about the fame time, and?
affailants obliged to retire; In the mean time!

Swedes, who had been drawn into the confede
ag&ut
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againft the king of Pruffia by t_bt? influence of the
Ruffians, had acted but a trifling part. Their
army made fome ineffectual efforts to gain Pome-
rania ; for a while they were fuccefsful, but after-
wards they were compelled to abandon all, and re-
tire. Not the leaft fpark now appeared of that mi-
litary genius, for which the Swedes have been for-
merly renowned. Thus did the king of Pruflia,
by his confummate fkill and vigilance, baffle all
the efforts of his numerous enemies, and oblige
them to fet down at the end of the campaign with
the lofs of many thoufand men, and without ha-
ving gained one inch of ground. It will amaze
pofterity when they read, that this prince, with
only the affiftance of a fubfidy which he drew from
England, fo bravely withftood fo many armies, and
fruftrated the defigns of fuch a powerful confede-
racy.

To every part of the world Mr. Pitt extended
his attention, and fent detachments of the Bri-
tith arms. Fven Africa, a quarter to which our
minifters feldom adventure, faw fpecimens of the
Bririth power, and the minifter’s vigour and refo-
lution. A fmall armament was fent in the month
of March, under the command of commodore
Marfh, and a detachment of marines, commanded
by major Mafon, to attack the French fettlements
at Senegal. The project had been originally con-
ceived by one Mr. Cumming, a fenfible quaker,
who traded to the coaft of Africa, and had vifited
feveral parts of ‘it; by which he had contraéted an
acquainted with the Moorifh king of that part of
South Barbary, called by us the gum-coaft, or the
fandy defarc of Zara*, who he found extremely
well difpofed towards the Englith, aid bearing an

* But called by the natives Legibelli.
L utter
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utter enmity to the French; declaring he thould
never be ealy, till they were entirely driven frop
the river of Senegal. Mr. Cumming, during his
ftay in Africa, made the moft minute enquiry con-
cerning the {trength and fituation of the French,
At his return to England he communicated his in-
telligence to the board of trade, and with it a plap
for attacking the French fettlements on the coaft of
Africa. The miniftry adopted the fchemey and
Mr. Cumming, who was the former of it, wasap-
pointed principal director of the expedition, and
failed with it, charged with a letter of credence to
his old friend the Moorith king, The feet arrived
on the coaft of Africa in April; and, notwith-
ftanding the obftruction of a very dangerous bas
at the mouth of the river Senegal, the marines
were landed (May 1) on the bank of the riven
Upon which, the French gcvernor of fort Lous
furrendered directly ; and next day the corporation
and burghers of the town of Senegal {ubmitted,
and fwore allegiance to the king of kngland. This
was the firlt fuccefsful expedition which the Britifl
miniftry had equipped during the war, and failed
not to be greatly inftrumental in diffipating thofe
fears and defpondencies, which Mr. Pitt found o
brood over the land when he came into the admis
niftration. The conqueft of Senegal added to.the
commercial interefts of Britain, and poured frefh
wealth into the hands of her traders: the commo-
dities imported from this fettlement are that vis
luable article gum fenega, hides, bees wax, eles
phants teeth, cotton, gold duft, negro {laves;
oftrich feathers, ambergris, indigo and civet., Hix
therto we had been oblige to buy our gum fenegs:
of the Dutch, who purchafed it of the Frenchs
and then fet what price they pleafed on it for us
After the furrender of Senegal, the fleet vifited
‘the ifland of Goree, another: Erench fectlement (})1n
the
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the coaft of Africa; but found it too ftrong to be
attempted by their {mall force. The miniftry
finding the fuccefs of the firft enterprize, difpatched
commodore Keppel with a fmall fquadron, and
fome ‘land forces commanded by colonel Worge,
to attack the ifland of Goree. The commodore
arrived before it on the 29th of December, and
having ranged his fleet oppofite the forts, began a
furious cannonade, which in a little time drove the
garrifon from their quarters, and neceffitated the
governor to furrender at difcretion. A garrifon
being put in the fort, and that at Senegal bein
reinforced, the commodore returned to England;
where likewife had arrived admiral Ofborn from
the Mediterranean ; alfo admiral Bofcawen from
America, and general Abercrombie from the fame
place, whofe conduét, like that of his predecefiors,
had fallen under difapprobation : he was fucceeded
in his' command by general Amherft.

When Mr. Pitt firft came into the adminiftration,
he difpatched commodore Steevens, with a fquadron
and fome troops, to reinforce his majefty’s fleet in
the Eaft Indies, which might act there with powers
of diferetion, while his attention was employed on
other objects nearer home. Admiral Watfon and
colonel Clive having gained many advantages over
the enemy, it was not only Mr. Pitt’s immediate
aim to purfue thofe advantages, while the heat and
thirft of conqueft prevailed ; but likewife to pre-
vent the French deriving any material fervices in
any part of India from a fleer, which ‘they at the
fame time fent, commanded by M. d’Ache, and
8000 troops, which were put on board, and com-
manded by general Lally. Commodore Steevens
joitied admiral Pococke, ‘who had fucceeded to the
chief ‘command on ‘the death of admiral Watfon.
M. d’Ache arrived at Pondicherry, where generdl
Lally with the troops were landed. * The fcene of

2 action
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aftion was now to begin.

before he left Europe, that he would drive the En
glifh totally off the coaft of Coromandel.’ He
was warm and fool-hardy 3 and full of the idea

(which he had fuffered to get the afcendancy of his

tumultuous imagination) when he took the fieldy
he vaunted of the great aés he would perform, and

the cruelties he refolved to infli€t on the Englifh}!

but, like a true barbarian whofe paffion exceedshis

reafon, orone bereft of prudence, he precipitatelps
entered the campaign before he had provided thel

means of fupport for his army, which had been
¢confiderably augmented by feveral reinforcementss

He marched direétly againft fort St. David, while!

the French flet failed away to cover the fiege. ‘Ad

miral Pococke having intelligence of thefe' pros

ceedings, failed likewife to fort St. David, ‘and e
gaged the French ficet, which being fuperior i
number, and three of the Britifh captains behaving
in a cowardly manner, he gained npo material 4
vantage, though he continued the fight with great

inequality till night, when the two fleets {eperated:’

the French returned to Pondicherry, and the Eng
lih to Madrafs; both to repair their damags
Both fguadrons having quitted the ftation off fof
St, David, Lally pufhed the fiege of that plé
with vigour ; which being in want of water and
ammunition, major Polier, 'who commanded the
troops, furrendered in twelve days (June 2,_1758)~
The conqueror blew up the fortifications,, and i
duced the place to a heap of rubbifh ; and befid®
plundering the inhabitants, as well of fort St. Dee
vid’s as of all the villas round about, he wantonl
fet fire to their habitations, and endeavoured to &
ftroy the face of the whole country. But the i
ftar of France, which in no place fet well on the!

affairs, began now to influence them here.. Lall§.

found, that by making a defart of the country ™
i

M. Lally had boafted:
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* was unable to {fubfift his army 5 and, to his mif-

fortune, the finances of France were {o extremely
low, by the large fubfidies which the French were
obliged to pay feveral of the European powers, to

i form and preferve the continental {yftem of Europe

againﬁ Prufia and Hanover, that their miniftry
could, not - afford to fend him any money ; fo that
now hecould neither buy nor plunder. In this di-
lemma he refolved to extorta confiderable {um from
the king of Tanjore, 2 prince of the country ; but
that-chief refufing to comply with his requeft, hein
a rage marched his army and laid fiege to his capital.
The {kill and courage of fome Englith engineers
bravely defended the place: in a thort time Lally’s
ammunition began to run low, and his provifions
wereentirely exhaufted, The people of the country,
whohad either heard of or fuffered by his cruelties,
cut off all the {upplies to his army 1in return for his
barbarities, which reduced him almoft to a ftate of
famige, . At length, unable to ftay any longer, he,
tortured ‘with all the pangs of chagrin and difap-
pointment, raifed the ficge with the utmoft preci-
pitation, and left his cannon behind. He returned
to Pondicherry, in the neighbourhood of which
the troops were refrefhed. In the month of Oc-
tober he marched into Arcot, and began to make
preparations for the fiege of Madrafs. Lally’s
army at this time was fo numerous, that the Englifh
forces on the coaft of Coromandel were infufficient
to.oppofe him in the field. Soon after the furrender
of fort St. David, admiral Pococke again failed in
queft ‘of the French flect, whom he found off Pon-
dicherry ; but they no fooner faw him, than'they
pus to fea.in. the utmoft hafte: he gave chace, and
on ithe third day came up with them; but the
French would not ftand a fair engagement; they
made a fort of running fight in an irregular line
6l ,night, when, under favour of the darknefs,

they
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they efcaped back to Pondicherry. However, i b
were fo much damaged by this engagement t }#1
after a fhort ftay there, d’Ache was obliged

: . |
fail to the ifland of Bourbon to refit, leaving ;Vn
fovereignty of the Indian feas to admiral Pogyg tr

and commodore Steevens, whofe fleet was ol fo
inferior to his in number of fhips, men, and weig
of metal. When Lally formed his refolutiog
laying fiege to Madrafs, he fent orders to Goleot ¢
for M. de Buffey and M. Morcain to join him#il ce
part of their forces, and leave the commandy [V
the remainder at Maflulipatum, to the marquisg
Conflans™®, Soon after M. de Buffy was departgei ot
i

* To fhew the defpair and the diftreffed condition of#
French, it will not be amifs to infert the following- tranfle
of an intercepted letter, going from Pondicherry "to’ Mafik fP
patam. Ul
“ You defire an account of the taking of fort St. Daid
A particular detail of it might then have been entertainitj
¢ but at prefent it is_too old, and the recital which young
¢ have heard from many different people, would now bed fe

« fome.

¢ Shall I mention to you an unfortunate expeditior to Ti
¢ jore? Bad news is interefting, but painful to the writer i <«
‘¢ laid fiege to Tanjore, and made a breach, but were obli%d «
““ to retire for want of provifions and ammunition, leavingle *¢
¢ hind us nine pieces of cannon, eight of which wered <
¢ pounders. The army has fuffered greatly from, hungh <
¢ thirft, watching, and fatigue. We have loft near z00 e
*“ as well by defertion as by death. This check is very et
‘“ mental to us, as well with regard to our reputation'asthﬁ <
¢ real lofs we fuffered. Add to this the departure of our
‘¢ which failed yefterday to the iflands to refit, having b «
“ roughly handled in a fecond engagement on the gd of df
¢ gult, in which we loft 350 men.

¢¢ Poor French, what a fituation are we in! what projeds
<« thought ourfelves capable of executing, and how greatly#
“ we difappointed in the hopes we conceived upon takingil
¢ St. David’s. - T pity our general : he muft be extremelyel:
¢ barraffed, notwith itanding his extenfive genius, without eltl}éf
“ money or fleet ; his troops very difcontented ; his reputafi®

¢ declimnfj
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(83) 1758,
the country powers refolved to throw off the French
yoke 3 and entered one of the towns which the
French poffeffed, and tore down the col'oufs. Upon
which Conflans refolved to check their xllfglenge,
and marched his forces againft them. In this dif-
trefs the chief applied to colonel Clive at Calcutta
for affitance ; who, after deliberating on the nature
and confequence of the enterprize, detacheq co-
lonel Forde with a body of Europeans. This of-
ficer attacked M. de Conflans in the month of De-
cember, and gained a complete victory over him.
Maffulipatam fell in confequence: the Englifth
gained poffeflion of an extenfive fea coaft, and
othet' confiderable advantages, befides being paid
for their affiftance ; and likewiie concluded a treaty
with another chief, in which it was enaéted, that
the French fhould be totally extirpated the country.

Such was the glorious 1458 3 an @ra, that isre-
fplendent in our annals with the moft glorious and
unparallelled conquefts ; which will be ever memo-
rable 'of the Britith power exerted by a bold mi-
nifter and a brave people, by whom Britain faw her-
felf ‘placed on a pinnacle of glory, higher than it

¢ declining ; and the bad feafon approaching; which will ob-
“ lige us to fubfit at our own expence, being unakle to form
*“ any enterprize for procuring us other funds. What wili be-
come of us? I am not apprehenfive for myfelf, but I am
forry to {ee we do not thine.

¢ They fay M. Bufly is coming ; let him make hafte; let
him brihg men, and efpecially money, without which he wiil
only increafe our mifery. The country being ruined, {carce
affords us any pravifions. The quantities confumed by the
fleet and army, and the defertion of the inhabitants, has
greatly raifed the price of all forts of commodities.

¢ Iforgot to tell you, that above twenty officers of different
corps have gone on board the fleet ; and that if M. Lally had
given permiffion to depart to whoever defired it, the greateft
part of them would have embarked, fo greatly are thole gen-
tlemen difgufted with the fervice.”
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was once thought fhe could poffibly arrive a, ¢
furrounded by unanimity, confidence and zeal?,
On the 23d of November the parliament m
As no change of meafures feemed likely to hapg
the fate of the campaign not having difpofedy
of the belligerants to pacific fentiments, it wasaf
parent, that the only way to procure a lafting
was to continue the war with the fame vig
upon which the commons, with the greateft ¢l
fulnefs and unanimity, voted the fupplies, vl
amounted to 12,761,310, It is an 1lluftriowss
everlafting monument to the minifter’s hom
that this fum, which exceeded any that hadg
been granted in that houfe before, was given¥
pleafure and harmony : fuch was the unparali
confidence of the reprefentatives and of the yi
people in ore man, whofe integrity and zeal for
country’s welfare they did not doubt ; andof i
fpirit and abilities for humbling the enemyt

* The Dutch having for fome time carried on an illictt
for the French, under colour of their own neutrality, fever
their thips were this year taken by the Englith cruizers and}

* vateers ; they then-had refource to falfe “bills of lading !

other arts, to prevent future difcoveries; but their fhips
fHll taken, and, after proper examinations, condemnﬁﬂL
great numbers in both America and Europe. The Datcht
in a great meafure, deprived of the advantages they hop
derive from this {ly and illegal method of carrying on the fre
trade, raifed loud clamours all over. Holland againft the
of the Englifh miniftry, who warmly expottulated it
Dutch deputies on the fubject. - The Hollanders finding?
the court of Great-Britain was not to be intimidateq;' i
remonftrances could regain their contraband commaogdities}
there was a fpiritin the principal fervant of the crawn, ‘“
they perceived would be dangerous to provoke too far ; et
the power of Great Britain, under his direftion, was becomf.
refpectable, they could have no hopes to cope with it; a4
gave up the point, and fet down with their lofles; ﬂnd e
they afterwards continued to carry for the French, yet Jh
it but fparingly.

}
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(, 85 Y 1758,

had already feen fuch examples, that they could
not but rely on his known honefty and watchful
eye to the Britith power and intereft. - This was
pot. the conduct of factions it was that of  the
whole people, who were rouzed by his intrepidity
and vigilance to revenge their wrongs on a per-
fidious encmy. Afrer taking notice of this har-
mony, fo advantagcous to the nation, it will na-
turally follow, that we fhould likewife take notice
of the thanks of the commons to thofe brave com-
fanders, who fo boldly and happily achieved fuch
faurels, ‘as will for ever thine in the annals of Bri-
tain., - The fpeech of the then fpeaker, the Right
Hon. Arthur Onflow, to the late admiral Bofcawen,
4 member of the houfe, is worthy of being en-
graved in letters of gold; it is ftrongly characte-
fiftic of the fpeaker’s noble fpirit and flile; and
whoever had the honour of knowing him in that
‘houfe, muft conceive a real pleafure in fancying
how be fpoke. it, with that becoming air of awful
dignity, fo- fuitable, and which he fo illuftrioufly
_added. to his ftation. He addreffed himfelf to ad-
‘miral Bofcawen, and gave him the thanks of the
houfe; as he {tood in his place, in thefe words :
« Admiral Bofcawen!
% The houfe’ have unanimoufly refolved, that
. their thanks fhould be given to you for the fer-
% yices you have done to your king and country
<«'{n North America; and it is my duty to convey
¢¢ their thanks to you. -1 wifh I could do it in a
¢.manner {uitable to the occafion, ard as they
:: ought to be given to you, now ftanding in your
 place, asa member of this houfe. But were lable
¢ ‘to enumerate and fet forth, in the beft manner,
: thfﬂ great and extenfive advantages accruing to
this nation from the conqueft of Louifbourg,

¢ wish the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John, I
M ¢ could
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could only exhibit a repetition of what hasq

(86 )

ready been, and is, the genuine and unifyy
fenfe and language of every part of the king
dom. Their joy too has been equal to their fi.
timents upon this interefting event: and in
fentiments and joy they have carrried their g
tude alfo to you, Sir, asa principal inftrumey
in thefe moft important acquifitions = Youa
now therefore receiving the acknowledgmen
of the people, only in a more folemn way—
the voice, the general voice, of their reprefen:
tives in parliament—The moft honourable fan
that any man can arrive at, in this, or any othe
country. It is, on thefe occafions, a nation
honour, from a free people; ever cautioufly tokk
conferred, in order to be the more efteemed—
be the greater reward ; and which ought tol
referved for the moft fignal fervices to the flag
and the moft approved ‘merit in them; fuch#
this houfe has ufually, and very lately, mak

their objeéts of public thanks. The ufe, I

perfuaded, you will make of this juft teftimon
and high reward of your fervices and merit, vl
be the preferving in your own mind a lafting
impreflion of what the commons of Great B
tain are now tendering to you, and in a confta
continuance of the zeal and ardour for the gloi
of your king and country, which have made yo
todeferve it. In obedience to the commands
the houfe I do, with great pleafure to myfl,
give you the thanks of the houfe, for the fer
vices you have done to your king and countff
in North America.”

To which admiral Bofcawen anfwered.

““ Mr. Speaker,

“ T am happy in having been able to do mf
duty : but have not words to- exprefs my fenfe
of the diftinguithing reward, that has beenf con-
¢ ferre
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(87) 1758.
« ferred upon me by this houfe; nor canTenough
« thank you, Sir, for the polite and clegant man-
¢ per, in which you have been pleafed to convey
« to me the refolution of the houfe.”

Then the {peaker acquainted the houfe, that, in
obedience to their commands, he had fignified to
admiral Ofborn their thanks, and had received the
following anfwer :

« Sir, I want words to exprefs my fenfe of the
¢ honour the houfe of commons has been pleafed
« to confer upon me, and only hope that you, Sir,
« will be as gracious to me in reprefenting my
« gratitude to that auguft affembly, as you have
¢ been in acquainting me with their favourable ac-
“ ceprance of my fervices. I have done no more
“ than my duty. I have only been the humble,
« though happy, inftrument of executing the wife
“ meafures dire¢ted by his majefty. 1 have no
¢ title, Sir, to any glory, but what is common to
“ me as a feaman, and as an Englithman zealous
“ for the fervice of my country, which is pleafed
“ to reward me with this inftance of their appro-
“ bation. From the fituation of my health, Sir,
¢ Tcan fatter myfelf with having but few oppor-
“ tunities of employing the remainder of my life,
in grateful exertion of my abilities for the ho-
nour and intereft of my country. But as the
houfe of commons is fo glorioufly watchful to
encourage the greateft merit, by rewarding the
leaft, England can never want good officers;
and however I am honoured by this diftinction,
may my fervices be the moft inconfiderable, that
fhall be thus acknowledged. 1 am, with the
¢ greateft refpelt,

[13
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“ Your moft obedient; and
Dec. 8, < Moft humble fervant,
1758, « HENRY OSBORN.”
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No othér material bufinefs happened dmmc th
{effion, which was clofed on the 2d of June, 1
—Thefe were times of glory and a true fpmtc'
pamotxiu -+ {uch as no E,x gl lithman can refle@ up
without Uluwmo with tmul«m,n s fuch as Brita
never beOxe Lhmld, and perhaps will neveragi
fee.

As the enemies power in America had receiveli’
confiderable blow by the reduct 10!* of Louifboiy
great exp-'-’*&auom were formed from a continta®
of the war in that quarter, ' An expedition iy
planned againft the ca wpital of Canada, and'ty

command of the land forces was given to an'Big
lilhman whofe genius was modelled by natore
ardour and enterprize. The late {uccels in Ameid
had been in a gr reat meafure ow ing to the'§e
timing of the operations, in being early in makiy
attempts on the enemy before they could poﬂ"lb‘

receive any afliftance from Furope. The fim
fteps ' were again par fued. In the monilit¢

February a fleet was (hpg.u hed from = Engl
commanded by the Admirals Saunders and Holi
It was concerted, that while this fleet, with a nuf
of troops on ooald commanded by Suhul\f\oh,
fhould proceed up the river St. Lu vrence, gent
Ambherfl, with ancther confiderable body, fhom
proceed over land, in z\mc’rxm, and join @ OBH"“
Wolfe, in order, to jointly attack wcbec

capital of Canada; and that while thefe operdt’
were performing, a third body of troops, @
manded by the generals Prideat md ]omf0
fhould advance by Niagara to M og,m , the fect
principal place in Canada. Such was the paﬂfﬂ’
reducing that great province. The fleet arriveds
Hallifax, where having taken on b oard the troop
in number about 8ooo deftined for the c*{"Cdlm‘
failed up the river St. L;}v«;‘cnce, and in the mott

of June “general Wolfe landed on the! ifle ¢
Orlew
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Otleans (not fo high up as (lue.bec) of which hﬁ:
took poffefiion, and alfo of a point of the conti-
nent, which lay oppofite, called Poxqt Levi.
Quebec at this time was tolerably well fortified, the
garriibn reinforced, and the town covered b.y an
army of 10,000 men can}manded by the Marquis de
Montcalm. As the defence of Quebec was thus fo
well provided for, the general did nothope to reduce
it, therefore he refolved to attack fome intrench-
ments which the enemy had thrown up at Mont-
morenci. . For this purpofe the grenadiers were
landed on the beach with orders to form upon it,
and wait till they were reinforced 5 but fuch was
their ardour, that as foon as they were landed they
unfupported ruthed on the enemy, who being
greatly fuperior they were repulfed and thrown into
diforder.* The lofs was confiderable ; but to
prevent its being greater, the general ordered them
to retreat. 'This mifcarriage was a very difcourag-
ing circumftance. ‘There appeared on every fide
fach 2 number of difficulties to be furmounted,
that the general’s only hope feemed to be in the

fuccefs of this attempt, The failure made a great
: impreflion

* Tn this attack captain Otchetlony and lieutenant Peyton
both of general Monckton’s regiment) were wounded, and
fell before the enemy’s breaft-work—The former, mortally,
being fhot through the body the latter was wounded only 1n
his knee.—T wo favages pufhed down upon them with the utnoft
precipitation, armed with nothing but their diabolical knives.
"The fisft feized on captain Ochterlony, when Mr. Peyton, who
lay reclining on his fufee, difcharged it, and the favage dropt
1;11:11c;11;1tcly on the body of his intended prey. The other
favage advanced with much eagernefs to M. Peyton, who had
no more than time to difengage his bayonet, and conceal its
difpefition, With one arm he warded off the purpofed blow,
a_nd with the other ftung him to the heart : neverthelefs, the
favage, though fallen, renewed his attempts 3 infomuch that
Mr. Peyton was obliged to repeat his blows, and ftab him
through and through the body. A firaggling grenadier, who

had




(90)

reflion on his mind. His aggravation threy
] yus illnefs, his vmd was too grex
auay misfortune that might expoft
oach or rrm*"'e In the tranfports of
his ¢ in and afflition he was heard to fay, It
would never return unlefs he was victorious. : The
hope, however, of ftill being able, through {orme
refource, his orders revived his fpirig
and he began to recover 3 upon which he. tranf{imited
an account of his operations to the minifter.* They

he

and bx avery of a Bnton,

k you l—but with refpect to me, the
¢ mufquet, or {c ife, will be only a more fpecdy
£, deiivc;;uac; x.mh ,3‘, 1. I have but a few minutes to live
"«J f.:'um your fervice, where there 1§ g
eful.” At the fame time he poinfed

¢¢ pofiibi

to Mr. Peyton, who was t 1en endeavouring to crawl away on
the fand. The grenadier took Mr. Pcyton on his back, ‘and
conveyed him to the boat through a'fevere fire, in which My
Peyton was wounded in the buch, and his refcuer near the
fhoulder.

ccount oL them, is his beft enlogium ; the readety

s, if we infert his 1 long letter ; the more
ture that can be drawn of the
elves to the Britifh arms ; as wel
ice of the general who {furmounted
12 ,m, as one of the cleareft and moft eles
gant accounts of a feries of military operations, which has, pets
haps, ever been publithed.

¢ Head-quarters at Montmorenci in the Riwer St.  Laurehé

“ Sept. 2z, 1759,
« SIR,

«¢ I wifh I could, upon s oc cc:on, have the honour of
i i rourable account of the prom‘cfs ‘
obftacles we have met with, i
are much greater than we
efee ; not {5 much from the
rior to us) as from the na-
¢ tural

(13

sc
¢, the ope !
¢ had reafon to t‘\ybu, or
¢ number of the enemy,
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(91 ) 1758.
he ordered fome of the fhips up the river, being
determinéd to make his efforts on that fide the

town

-

¢ tural ftrength of the country, which the marquis de Mont-
« calm feems wifely to depend upon.

< When I learned that {uccours of all kinds had been thrown
into Quebec ; that five battalions of rcg_-ular troops, com-
pleated from the beft of the inhabitants of the country, fome
¢ of the troops of the colony, and every Canadian that was able
¢« to bear arms, befides feveral nations of favages, had taken
¢ the field in a very advantageous fituation ; I could not flatter
myfelf that I fhould be able to reduce the place. I fought,
however, an occafion to attack their army, knowing well,
¢ that with thefe troops I was able to fight, and hoping that a
¢ viGory might difperfe them. -

<« We found them encamped along the fhore of Beaufort,
from the river St. Charles to the fall” of Montmorenci, and
intrenched in every aeceflable part. The 27th of June we
landed upon the ifle of Orleans ; but receiving a meflage from
the admiral, thatthere was reafon to think the enemy had ar-
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"« tillery, and a force upon the point of the Levi, I detached

-

brigadier Monckton with four battalions to drive them from
thence. He pafled the river the 2gth at night, and marched
< the next day to the point; he obliged the enemy’s irregulars
< to retire, and pofleffed himfelf of that poft: the advanced
¢ parties upon this occafion had two or three fkirmithes with
the Canadians and Indians, with little lofs on either fide.

¢ Col. Carleton marched with a detachment to the weftermoft
point of the ifle of Orleans, from whence our operations
were likely to begin.

¢ It was abfolutely neceflary to poffefs thefe two points, and
fortify them ; becaufe from either the one or the other, the
enemy might make it impoffible for any fhip to lie in the
bafon of Quebec, or even within two miles of it.

¢« Batteries of caunon and mortars were ereéed with great
difpatch on the point of Levi, to bombard the town and
magazines, and to injure the works and batteries : the ene-
my perceiving thele works in fome forwardnefs, paffed the .
river with 1600 men to attack and deftroy them. Unluckily
they fell into confufion, fired upon one another, and went
back again ; by which we loft an opportunity of defeating
this large detachment. 'The effeét of this artillery has been
¢ {o great, (tho’ acrofs the river) that the upper town is confi-
¢ derably damaged, and the lower town entirely deftroyed.

¢ ‘The

-

-
-
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Holmes, who commanded the
of which was general Welfe wil
about

1558
town : Admiral
fhips, on board

for the fecurity of our hofpitals and floresg
¢ the ifle of Orleans, being finithed, on the gth of Julyu
< pight, we pafied the Nozrth Channel, and encamped nearth
< enemy’s left, the river Montmorenci between us. The e

¢« The works,

¢t morning captain Danks’s company of Rangers, pofted.iny
¢ wood to cover fome workmen, were attacked and defeated}y
¢ a body of Indians, and had fo many killed and wounded, @
¢« to be almoft difabled for the reft of the campaignsitiy
¢« enemy alfo fuffered in this affair, and were in their i
« driven off from the neareft troops.

«¢ The oround, to the eaftward of the falls, feemed torbe s
¢ it really is) higher than that on the enemy’s fide, andg
<« command it in a manner which might be made ufeful tow
¢¢ There is befides a ford below the falls, which may be'palé
<¢ for fome hours in the latter part of the ebb and beginmy
¢ of the flood tide ; and I"had hopes, that poflibly means migh
¢¢ be found of pafling the river above, fo as to fight the m
¢ quis de Montcalm upon terms of lefs difadvantage.than
<« reltly attacking his intrenchment. In reconnoitring
¢ river Montmorenci, we found it fordable at a place abus
« three miles up ; but the oppofite bank was intrenched, &
< {o fleep and woody, that it was to N0 purpofe to attempil
« paffage there. The efcort was twice attacked by thel
«¢ dians, who were as often repulfed; but in thefe rencount
¢ we had forty (officers and men) killed and wounded.

< The 18th of July, two men of war, two armed {laop-
«¢ and two tranfports with fome troops on board, paffedbyt
¢ town without any lofs, and got into the upper river, 1
¢ enabled me to reconnoitre the country above, where Tifos
« the fame attention on the enemy’s fide, and great difficalt
<< on ours, arifing from the nature of the ground, and thied
<« fiacles to our communication with the fleet. But what
¢ feared moft was, that if we fhould land between the: fof
«¢ and the river Cap Rouge, the body firft Janded coaldast!
<¢ reinforced before they were attacked by the enemy’s wht
€€ army.

¢« Notwithftanding thefe difficulties, I thought once of £
¢ tempting it at St, Michael’s about three miles abovel
¢« Town : but perceiving that the enemy were jealous of
¢¢ defign, were prcp:zriné againft it, ‘and had actually brag
L :Lrtiélpry and a mortar (which, being {o near to Q}cb?c,}hf
¢ conld increafe as they pleafed) to play upon thcﬁ“f?k“f
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about 5000 troops was ordered to go further up

than the place he intended to land at, inorder to
h |
draw

« And, as it muft have been many hours before we could at-
tack them (even fuppofing a _fax{ourab]e night for the boats
to pafs by the town unhurt) it feemed fo hazardous, that I
thought it beft to defift.

« However, to divide the enemy’s force, and to draw their
« attention as high up the river as pofiible, and to procure fome
« intelligence, 1 fent a detachment under the command of
« colonel Carleton, to land at the Point de Trempe, to attack
¢« whatever he might find there, bring off fome prifoners, and
« all the ufeful papers he could get. I had been informed that
« » number of the inhabitants of Quebec had retired to that
« place, and that probably we fhould find a magazine of pro-
« vifions there. '

« The colonel was fired upon by a body of Indians the mo-~
« ment he landed, but they were foon difperfed and driven into
« the woods : He fearched for magazines, but to no purpofe,
« brought off fome prifoners, and returned with little lofs.

« After this bufinefs, T came back to Montmorenci, where I
« found that brigadier Townfhend had, by a fuperior fire, pre-
« vented the French from erelting a battery on the bank of
« the river, from whence they intended to canuonade our
« camp. I now refolved to take the firft opportunity which
« prefented itfelf, of attacking the enemy, though pofted ta
¢ great advantage, and every where prepared to receive us.

. As the men of war cannot (for want of a fufficient depth
« of water) come near enough to the enemy’s intrenchments,
“ to annoy them in the leaft, the admiral had prepared two
« tranfports (drawing but little water) which upon occafion
< could be run a-ground, to favour a defcent. With the help
s of thefe veflels, which I underftood would be carried by the
« tide clofe in fhore, I propofed to make myfelf matter of a
¢ detached redoubt near to the water’s edge, and whofe fitua-
% tion appeared to be out of mufquet fhot of the intrenchment
“ upon the hill: if the enemy {upported this detached piece,
“ it would neceffarily bring on an engagement, what we moft
:‘ wxfhefi ior;.and if.not, ~I thould have it in my power to

¢ examine their fituation, {o as to be able to determine where
¢ we could beft attack them.

¥ i}‘}i)repz;{eltifplls were acgordingly xr‘xade for an engagement.
Al ﬁlleed3\l‘t}$ july (1]1} the forenoon, the boat.s ot~ the fleet were
2 brioadzlfmgrm:‘ 1e3-§, al.)d a part of bng:‘td:er Monkton’s

g m the point of Levi: the two brigades under the
N briga-

-
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1758. { 94 )
draw the enemy’s attention that way ; and fofy

anfwered, that Montcalm fent 1500 men to Wi
t

<< prigadiers Townfhend and Murray, were ordered to be
¢« yeadinefs to _prifs_dae Ford, when it fhould be thoughy
¢« ceflary. To facilitate the paffage of this corps, the ajp
¢ had placed the Centurion in the channel, {o that fhe i
< check the fire of the lower battery which commande|
< Ford: this fhip was of great ufe, as her firc was very judiciod
¢ direfted. . A great quantity of artillery was phc'euﬁi upon
< eminence, {0 as to batter and infilade the left of theyp
¢ trenchments.

¢ From the veflel which run a-ground, neareflt i, [}
ferved that the redoubt was too much commanded to bely
< without very great lofs ; and the more, as the two
fhips could not be brought near enough to cover both
their artillery and mufquetry, which 1 at firft conceived s
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But as the enemy feemed in fome confufion, and
- were prepared for an action, I thought it a proper timst
make an attempt upon their intrenchment. Orders
¢ fent to the brigadiers general to be ready with the c
under their command. Brigadier Monckton to land, andg
brigadiers "I'ownthend and Murry to pafs the Ford.

¢ At a proper time of the tide, the fignal was made, b
in rowing towards the fhore, many of the boats grount:
upon 2 ledge that runs off a confiderable diftance. T
accident put us into fome diforder, loft a great deal of tin
and obliged me to fend an officer to ftop brigadier Toik
bend’s march, whom I then obferved to be in motm
While the feamen were getting the boats off, the enn
< fired a number of fhells and fhot, but did no confiderbt
¢ damage.. As foon as this diforder could be fet a littled
rights, and the boats were ranged in a proper manner, foms
of the officers of the navy went in with me, to find a bete
place to land : we took one flat-bottomed boat with sl
make the experiment, and as foon as we had found ail
part of the fhore, the troops were ordered to difembars
thinking it yet not too late for the attempt. ‘
¢¢ The thirteen companies of grenadiers, and two hundiet
of the fecond royal American bastalion, got firft on fo
The grenadiers were ordered to form themfelves into fo
diftin¢t bodies, and to begin the attack, fupported by brige
dier Monckton’s corps, as foon as the troops had paffed te
Ford, and were a: hand to affift. But whether from the no
¢¢ and hurry at landing, or from fome other canfe, the gri®
< diers, inftead of forming themfelves as they were direle
¢ ran on impetuoufly towards the enemy’s intrenchments !
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(95) 1758.
this fleet 5 while admiral Saunders made a feint, as
if he intended to attack the enemy’s intrenchments

below

¢« the utmoft diforder and confufion, wi hout.w:{iting for t{]e
< corps which were to {uftain zhcr‘u, and join in .thev‘zittacic.
«« Brigadier Monckton was not Ia.nueé, and bx‘xgad:r:x' lown_{-
« hend was flill at a confiderable diftance, though upon his
« march to join us, in very good order. 'The grenadiers were
« checked by the enemy’s firft fire, and obliged to fhelter
« themfelves in or about the redoubt, which the French aban-
« doned upon their approach. In this fituationthey continued
« for fome time, unable to form under {o hot a fire, and hav-
€ ing‘many gallant officers wounded, whp, carelefs of their
« perfons, had been folely intent upon their duty. I faw the
« abfolute neceflity of calling them off, that they might form
« themfelves behind brigadier Monckton’s corps, which was
« now Janded, and. drawn up on the Beach, in extreme good
< order.

¢ By this new accident, 4nd this fecond delay, it was near
“ night, a fudden ftorm came on, and the tide began to make ;
¢ {o that T thought it moft advifeable, not to perfevere in fo
¢ difficult an attack, left, in cafe of a repulfe, the retreat of
“ brigadier T'ownfhend’s corps might be hazardous: and un-
¢ certain,

“ Our artillery had a great effet upon the enemy’s left,
“ where brigadiers Townfhend and Murray were to have at-
¢ tacked ; and, it is probable, that if thofe accidents I have
¢ {poken of had not happened, we thould have pe:etrated there,
¢ whilt our left and center (more remote from our artillery)
< muft have bore all the violence of their muafquetry.
¢ The French did not attempt to interrupt our march. Some
of their Savages came down to murder fuch wounded as
¢ could not be brought off, and to fcalp the dead, as their
¢ cuftom is.

“ The place where the attack was intended, has thefe ad-
vantages over all others hereabout. Our artillery could be
brought into ufe : The greatelt part, or even the whole of
the troops, might a& at once : And a retreat (in cafe of a re-
* pulfe) was fecure, at leaft for a certain time of the tide.
 Neither one or other of thefe advantages can any where elfe
:“ be found. The enemy were indeed pofted upon a command-
. g eminence. The beach upon which the troops were
b dra\yn up was of deep mud, with holes, and cut by feveral
1 gullies. * The hill to be afcended very fteep, and not every
where prafticable. The enemy numerous in their intrench-
N 2 ¢ ments,
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below the town. On the 13th of ‘Septembe;
one o’clock in the morning, the troops wete i

i

¢ ments, and their fire hot. If the attack had fucceedsd;
¢¢ Jofs muft certainly have been great, and their’s inco
« rable, from the fhelter which the neighbouring wosli"
¢ forded them. The river St. Charles ftill remainedy
«¢ paffed before the town was invefted. All thefe circumfy
<« | confidered ; but the defire to a&t in conformity to the
<« intentions, induced me to make this trial, per{uadedt‘ai
¢ vicorious army finds no difficulties.
¢« The enemy have been fortifying ever fince with ar
#¢ as to make a fecond attempt ftill more dangerous.
¢« Immediately after this check, I {fent brigadier Murray i
< the town with 1200 men, directing him to affift rear-als
<« Holmes in the deftru&ion of the French fhips (if they
¢ be got at) in order to open a ccmmunication with gu
<« Amherft. The brigadier was to feek every favourbll
¢ portunity of fighting fome of the enemy’s detachment;]
¢ vided he could do it upon tolerable terms, and to ufe
« means in his power to provoke them to attack hin
<« made two different attempts to land upon the north ¥
<« without fuccefs ; but in a third was more fortunat!
¢ Janded unexpetedly at De Chambaud, and burnta
<¢ gine there, in which were fome provifions, {ome amm
< tion, and all the fpare ftores, clothing, arms, and bag
¢ of their army.
<« Finding that their fhips were not to be got &/
« little profpet of bringing the enemy to a battle, he 1
<« his fituation to me, and I ordered him to join the am)
¢« The prifoners he took informed him of the fiarrends
¢ the fort of Niagara; and we difcovered, by interceptd,
< ters, that the enemy had abandoned Carillon and U
¢ Point, were retired to the Ifle Aux Noix ; and thitf®
¢« Amherft was making preparations to crofs the Lakecr’
«¢ plain, to fall upon M. de Bourlemaque’s corps, whiche®
<« of three battalions of foot, and as many Canadians ab
«¢ the whole amount to 3000 men. !
¢« The admiral’s difpatches and mine would have o8
<« or ten days fooner, if I had not been prevented fron’
¢ ing by a fever. I found myfelf foill, and am fill o
« that I begged the general officers to confult together ¥
¢« public utility. They are all of opinion, that (as mo%”
« and provifions have now got above the town) they *




e

e p,'

ded s

wcon

;Oods: §

ied i/
il
e e
ed ti

ey
r-ade
6y
gt
irabl
1l |
ife ol
him, |
rth &
natt |
t ol
> amm
d bagg

|
¢ IC]!I
rendd!
cepted !
nd O
gt g
ke O
che
ns &%

)

el
ff;romv'
I oy
e i
more
hey ¥

(97) 1758-
into the boats, and under cover of the fhips glided
foftly down the ftream to the place of landing;

where

try, by conveying up a corps of 4 or 5000 men (which is
nearly the whole ftrength of the army, after the points of
Levi and Orleans are left in a proper ftate of defence) to draw
the enemy from their prefent firnation, and bring them to an
aftion, I have acquiefced in their propofal, and we are pre-
« paring to put it in execution.

¢ The Admiral and I have examined the town, with a view
to a general affault ; but, after cgnfulting with the chief
¢¢ Engineer, who is well acquainted with the interior parts of
it, and, after viewing it with the utmoft attention, we found
that though the batteries of the Lower Town might be eafily
filenced by the men of war, yet the bufinefs of an affault
woukl be little advanced by that, fince the few paffages that
lead from the Lower to the Upper Town, are carefully in-
trenched ; and the upper batteries cannot be affefted by the
¢ fhips, which muft receive confiderable damage from them
< and from the mortars. The Admiral would readily join in
¢ this, or in any other meafure, for the public fervice; but
< T could not propofe to him an undertaking of fo dangerous z
¢ nature, and promifing fo little fuccefs.

<« To the uncommon ftrength of the country, the enemy
¢ have added, for the defence of the river a great number of
«¢ floating batteries and boats. By the vigilance of thefe, and
< the Indians round our'different pofts, it has been impofiible
< to execute any thing by furprize. We have had almoft daily
< {kirmifhes with thefe favages, in which they are generally
< defeated, but not without lofs on our fide.

s By the lift of difabled officers, many of whom are of rank,
¢ you may perceive, fir, that the army is much weakened. By
<¢ the nature of the river, the moft formidable part of this arma-
¢< ment is deprived of the power of aéting, yet we have almoft
¢ the whole force of Canada to oppofe. In this fituation, there
* is fuch a choice of difficulties, that I own myfelf at a lofs
how‘ to determine. The affairs of Great Britain, I know,
require the moft vigorous meafures ; but then the courage of
¢ ahandful of brave men fhould be exerted only where there is
fome hope of a favourable event. However, you may be
aflured, fir, that the fmall part of the campaign which re-
mains, fh?.ll be employed, as far as I am able, for the ho-
nour of his Majf:ﬁy, and the intereft of the nation, in which
< 1am fure of being well feconded by the admiral and by the
¢ generals.
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where with admirable courage, but great difficuley,
they landed, and afcended, after the example of the
general, one by one, the woody precipices ; and a
+th cained the fummit, which 1is called the
i of Abraham. Here they were formed,
drawn up in regular order before day ligh,
"This fituation commanded the town. Montcalm
now faw that he muft hazard a battle: he inftantly
put his troops in motion, and advanced up to the
Englith. General Wolfe placed himfelf in the
front line of the center, in order to “animate the
troops by his example. The right and left wings
were commanded by the generals Monckton, Mur-
ray, and Townfhend. He ordered his men to re-
ferve their fire, till the enemy were very clofey
which being done, was then difcharged, and ‘it
made terrible havock among them: the bayonet

1750,

was immediately made ufe of, which greatly in-;

creafed the flaughter.  The Englith had only fired
twice, when the enemy began to fall into difordet
and give ground.

6 gcnerals. Happy if our efforts here can contribute to. the

¢ Tuccefs of his Majefty’s arms in any other parts of America.

<< T have the honour to be,
< With the greateft refpect,
eS8,
<« Your moft obedient,
<« And moft humble fervant,
n’ : 2 o VTN
To Mr. fecretary Pitt. « JAMES WOLEE.
RS : S P
This letter, which though for elegance and accuracy migit
” - 3 < g b Sondcae i
have done honour to the pen of Czfar, could not fail cafting a
vloom over the fpirits of the people : yet fuch was their con-
£ Ve EC E el ;
Sidence in the minifter, that, notwithftanding the importancé
i el 2% : BT -
of the obiet, the expence of the expedition, and the high ex-
£ 3 . A . & - ° N
conceived from it, not a murmur enfued! The
1 was firm; they were fatisfied that every thing pofﬁble
} would be done ; and they waited with a truly
- 4’ 2 .
ce of fortune. A fimilar circumitance

the annals of Britain !
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At this critical minute general
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Wolfe was killed by a thot in the breaft*. The
French general was flain likewife, upon which the
enemy

* Thecircumftances attending the death of this young hero
are too affecting to be paflfed over. He firft received a wound
in the wrift ; but that he might not difcourage his troops, he
wrapped it up in his handkerchief, and encouraged his men to
advance ; foon after he received another ball in his belly ; this
alfo he diffembled, and exerted himf{elf as before; till he re-
ceived a third, in his breaft, under which he at laft funk.—
Crowned with conqueft, he fmiled in death.—His principal care
was, that he fhould not be feen to fall, ¢ Support me,” faid
he to fuch as were near him; ¢ let not my brave foldiers fee
“ me drop:—the day is ours:—oh! keep it.” He was imme-
diately carried behind the ranks. As he lay ftruggling with the
anguifh and weaknefs of three grievous wounds, he was only
{olicitous about the certainty of the viftory. He begged one
who attended him to fupport him to view the field; but as he
found that the approach of death had dimmed and confufed his
fight, he defired an officer who was by him to give him an ac-’
count of what he faw. The officer anfwered, that the enemy
were broken: herepeated his queflion a few minutes after, with
much anxiety; when he was told, that the enemy were to-
totally routed, and that they fled in all parts. *¢ Then 1 am
“ fatisfied,” faid he, and immediately expired. His death
Wwas univerfally lamented by his country, and envied by all whe
had a true relith for military glory. Unindebted to tamily or
connedtions, unfupported by intrigue or faction, he had ac.
complithed the whole bufinefs of life, at a time when others
are only beginning to appear; and at the age of thirty-five,
without feeling the weaknefs of age or the viciffitude of for-
tune, having f{atisfied his honeft ambition, having compleated
his chara@er, having fulfilled the expe@ations of his country,
he fell at the head of his conquering troops, and expired in the
arms of victory, covered with laurels, green in age, but ripe in
glory. . When the news of the viftory arrived in England, toge-
ther with the death of thie general, there was fuch a mixture ofgfief
and pity in the public congratulations, as was very fingular and
very affe€ling. One little circamftance deferves to be noticed. The
mother of general Wolte, was an object marked out for pity by
greatand peculiar diftrefs : flie had experienced the dutiful fon and
the amiable domeftic charater, whilt the world admired the ac-
complifhied officer, But a few montl re, fhe had loft her

hufband ;
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\to utter confufion, and abandoned the
The Englith loft about 500 me,
and

175G
enemy fell i
feld of battle.

; ¢ loft this fon, her only child. The inha.

bitants of the village where fhe lived, unanimoufly agreedt
admit no illuminations or firings, or any kind of rejoicingy
near her houfe, left they feem by an ill-timed triumph to inful
her grief, This was a juftnefs of {entiment rarely to be found,
even amongit perfons of cank. His death was no lefs affeftin
to another lady, to whom he was to have been efpoufed athi
return. On this occafion the minifter himfelf condefcendedto
write a letter to Mrs. Wolfe, couched in fuch terms as to affod
confolation for the lofs of him, whofe blood had been fpiltin
the fervice of his country. ‘And fuch was Mr. Pitt’s gratiue

and defire to do juftice to the memory of this brave executor of

his plan, that when the parliament met, he, with that energ

of eloquence peculiar to himfelf, expatiated on the tranfcendett
merit of the general, his condué& during all the operations, hi
furmounting by abilities and valour all obftacles of art and n
ture, his refolution in Janding, his courage in the field, hislof
to the public, the importance of the conquett, the blow givet
to the enemy, and the glory to Britain : and then he made 21
tion for a refolution to prefent an addrefs, defiring his majell
would ordera monument to be erected in Weftminfter-abbey
the memory of the deceafed general. In this motion he wasle
conded by a gentleman, whom he had the happinefs to numb
among his friends ; who remarked, thatin the appointmentofgf-

neral Wolfe to that expedition, there had been no parliamentary’

interefts, no family connexions, nNo ariftocratical views ; thatthe

general and the minifter {eemed to have been made for e

other, and that there were fome circumitances almoft fimilar be:

tween them ; Wolfe loft his life, ard the minifter had hazartt
his head for his country, &c. The refolution was un:mim“ﬂf
Among the other tributes paid to his memoif, !
will not be improper to 2dd the following. When the fhip; by
which his corpfe was brought to Europe, arrived at Portfmoit
(Nov. 17) fhe fired two guns for the removal of his rema
The body was lowe: d out of the fhip into a twelve oar’d baifh
towed by two twelve oard barges and attended by t\ye‘l\'{
yarges to the bottom of the ,ina traif 0

hufband ; and now fh

agreed to.

twelve-oar’d |

gloomy filent pomp, {nitable to the melancholy occafion, g%

fhutting up the lips of the fourteen barges Crews. M”.]w

guns were fired from the fhips m the time ot

body’s leaving the fhip to its ben int at pot

mouth, which was one hour. ' valids ¥
OI’dC[CU
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and the French about 15003 but the death of ge-
neral Wolfe was to the Englifh the greateft misfor-
tune: it was an event particularly grievous to his
country, though to himfelf the happieft that can
be imagined. Officers may be formed by. expe-
rience 3 but a genius in war, a foul like his, can
never be repaired. Five days after the battle, the
city of Quebec furrendered to general Townthend,
on whom the command had devolved. It is part-
cularly worthy obfervation, that the conqueft of
Canada was owing to the fingular ardour and 1n-
trepidity of general Wolfe: it was he, and be only,
which formed that defperate refolution of landing,
and climbing the Heights of Abraham. Thisbrought
on the battle; and thus was Quebec conquered.
Had a commander of an ordinary capacity been
employed in this enterprize (fuch as Britain has fre-
quently feen entrenching themfelves in excufes and
punétilios) he would have been ftaggered by the
dificulties, difcouraged by the repulfe at Mont-
morenci, and judged the landing impraticable.
Thus would the great fcheme have been defeated,
awhole feafon loft, and the national treafure thrown

ordered under arms, and being joined by a company of the
train in the garrifon at Portfmouth, marched from the parade
there, to the bottom of the point, to receive the remains. The
body was landed, and put into a travelling hearfe, attended by
a mourning coach, (both fent from London) and proceeded
through the garrifon. The colours on the fort were ftruck half
flag fbff: the bells were muffled and rung in folemn concert
with the march ; minute guns were fired on the platform from
the entrance of the corpfe to the end of the proceflion; the
company of the train led the van with their arms reverfed.
The corpfe followed; and the invalid regiment followed the
hearfe, their arms reverfed. ‘They condufted the body to the
Landport gates, where the train’ opened to the right and left,
and the hearfe proceeded through them on its way to London.
On this occafion nothing was to be heard but murmuring broken
accents in praife of the dead hero.—On the zoth, at might, his
body was depofited in the burying-place belonging to his family
at Greenwich,

O away
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away in equipping a fruitlefs expedition. Wiy
ifes, what honours, what rewards, therefor
re due to him, who by his Single "mmm preventy
all this, and added to the Britifh ¢ rown one of
brighteft gems it ever wore? In the mean time g
neral Ambe {t advanced to Crown Point, whid
as well as Imoqdcxo”a" the mey abandonedofl
his approach: then he prepared to crofs Jake Chig,
plain, and diflodge a numerous body of Freid
troops, which lay mnwchpd at the bottom of
mu, in order to opm the communication with g
neral Wolfe; but by the time he had made his e
parations, the ﬁovmy feafon was fet in; and whi
he embarked, hoping to effet his defigns, thewe
ther w:1C fo cold and *e'npeﬂuu‘s he was obligd
to tugn- back, and poftpone the remainder ofh
operations till the next campaign, Thus the g

end of aflifting general \/\70 ife was not accon
plithed; and that gwezal was, as we have f

left to the exertion of his nn(rk ftrength. TH
third part of the plan was more {uccefsful. Gt
Prideaux advanced to fort F\‘moara, which by
excellent fituation commands that extenfive
tory inhabited by the Iroqums Indians: hela
fiege to it ; but while the operations were carfyi
on, he was killed before the place by the burftin
of a cohorn; ) upon which the command devolved
upon g general jo infon.  The French, well knowin
the importance of the fort, notwit 1{’mndm<f thet
diftrefied and diftraced condition, col leGed a bolf
of troops and Inmam, and advanced to its relit
but general Johnfon, who is extremely ‘well &
quainted with all the Indian methods of makis
war, and iakincr advantages of the ground, 1, bufhe
&c. gave them a warm reception, and in Ik
120 an  hour totally defeated them: then K

fummoned the fort, and obliged the Oazrlfoﬂa
ounting to 600 men, to furrender prifoﬂﬁfs :'
wal
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war that evening.  Such was the fecond campaign
in. America, by which the Englith gained poflef-
fion of Quebec, the capital of Canada; drove the
French from their ftrong helds at Crown Point and
Ticonderogas; and took fort Niagara, which opened
the road to Montreal, the fecond principal placein
Canada, and the only one which the French now
held in that great province.

Mr. Pitt’s plans for reducing the Freach in
America were not confined to the continent only:
the illands were objects equally great in his views,
He fent a fleet of ten thips of the line from Eng-
land, commanded by commodore Moore, and fix
regiments of infantry, under the direttion of ge-
neral Hopfon, to attack Martinico, the conqueft
of which had been reprefented to him as extremely
practicable. But when the fhips appeared before
the ifland, which was in the month of January,

* and had Tanded the troops upon it, the forts were

found to be much ftronger than had been fuppofed:
at which time a difference arofe between the two
commanders concerning the conveyance of the
cannon ; upon which the troops were re-embarked.
It was then judged proper to fail away for Guada-
loupe, in hopes of better fortune. Onthe 23d of
January they appeared before Baffe-terre, which
was canncnaded and bombarded by the fleet, till it
was in many places fet on fire: the flames conti-
nuing to confume the town all that and the follow-
ing day, the inhabitants and troops at length quitted
it, and fled into the mountainous part of the
country: the Englifh troops then were landed; but
the climate being extreamly unhealthy, great num-
bers were carried off by ficknefs and fevers ; among
whom was general Hopfon, The command de-
volved upon general Barrington ; who having taken
pofleflion of feveral places, embarked the troops,
and failed round the ifland to other parts, where he

O 2 reduced
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reduced all the principal towns; and. on the .firft §
day of May obliged the two iflands, which to- |
gether are called Guadaloupe, to furrender. “This |
valuable conqueft was but juft made, when a French
{quadron appeared off to its relief ; but the com. |
mander finding he was toolate, failed away without
attempting any thing; though had he come buta
ddy fooner, he had probably faved the iflands. = Be-
fore the end of the month the ifland of Marigalante
furrendered. The news of fuch a feries of fuc
cefles, {fo advantageous to England, and deftructive
of the power of the enemy, werc received . with
raptures of joy; and the people turned to the mi- |
nifter as to a divinity, who had wrought miracles
in their favour.

In the eaft Indies the Englith were as fuccefsful
a5 the warmett friend could wifh. Confidering the
enemy’s fuperiority, it was impoflible to prevent
Lally’s laying fiege to Madrafs ; for which we lef
him laft year making preparations. The  French
army advanced to the place, but one of theit reg:
ments was roughly handled by colonel Draper
who fallied out of the town to impede thel
approach : he fought bravely,* but the enemys’

# In this attack major Pollier, who had commanded at fort St
David’s, was mortally wounded. He had been tried by a cout
martial concerning his furrender of that place ; his perfon:
behaviour was much commended, but the court thoughthe
a&ed injudicioufly in defending fome out pofts, when he ought
to have colleed his little force within the fort ; and they faid
he might have held out longer. To wipe off this difgrace It
was for fighting on every future occafion, whether proper o
not.  In this affair he was a volunteer. He was certainly |
brave man ; but too hafty and paffionate, which fometimes:ot- |
cafioned much uneafinefs to himfelf and thofe about him, HC‘;
had ferved the eaft India company on many occafions with repi
tation : and it is thought that the ill opinion which he enter
tained of the garrifon was the principal caufe of his delivering
up fort St. Dawad.

frel |
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fre(h reinforcements at length obliged him to retire.
The garrifon of Madrafs was at this time com-
manded 'by colonel Lawrence, and the town by
governor Pigott, who both provided every thing
in their power to defend the place to the laft extre-
mity. * On the 6th of January 1759, Lally open-
ed the trenches againft it. He maintained a heavy
fre for fome time and advanced very near the
glacis'; he poured his bombs into the town in order
to fet fire to the houfes, and intimidate the' inha-
bitants, but the vigilance and bravery of the Eng-
Jifh officers difappointed his expeétations ; and the
fire of the garrifon was fo warm as to oblige him
to abandon fome of his batteries. In the mean
time Major Caillaud, with a few Europeans and
a body of the country forces, hovered on the
fkirts of Lally’s army, and greatly embarafied
him; as well asretarded the operations of the fiege:
he cut off Lally’s fupplies, repulfed feveral of his
detachments, and kept him in continual alarm.
At length Lally was fo provoked by this flying
camp, which he faid was like the flies, no fooner
beat off from one part than they came to another,
thathe refolved to fend out fuch a large force as
would crufh them effectually : but he was difap-
pointed, for the Englith made fo brave a ftand,
that his troops gained né material advantage.
Chagrined by this event ; by the obitinate defence
and, the fuperior fire of the garrifon, which obliged
him gradually to decreafe his own ; by the villainous
arts ‘'of 'the commiffaries and contractors, who had
engaged to fupply his army; he, in the wild
tranfports of rage and defpair, refolved to raile
the fiege and refign his command of the army.
This was on the 14th of February ; when he
wrote  a letter to M. de Leyrit governor of
Pondicherry, containing his refolutions : but his
mefienger who was carrying it fell into the hands

of
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of her own guns, whit

The Fidelle, or the Harlem, or even the aforefaid Briftol
¢ with her 1z guns reftored to her, would be fufficient to i
‘¢ themfelves mafters of the Englith Ihip, if they cou]d manag
¢ foas to get to windward of Therin the ..w}lL Maugentre
¢ and Tremillier are {aid to bc good men ; and were they @
¢¢ ployed only to tranfport 200 wounded men, that we b
re, their {ervice would bc o‘ importance.

¢ We remain {till in the {fame poﬁnon : the breach’ made
« thefe 15 days ; all the time within 15 toifes of the wall of
the place, and never holding up our hc‘ ds to look atit:
< I reckon we fhall, at our arrival at Ponc hcnurs, endeavoit
¢¢ to learn fome other trade ; for this of war requires t00 much
¢* patience.
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enemy.  Lally had not ti to"burn the Black
Towa,.as - he intended, :‘Qr a man of war and./ a
company’s thip arriving_ in the road on thf 16th
with fuccours, he precipitately retreated in the
utmoft hafte and left his artillery behind him.
Thus was Madrafs faved after a fiege of nine weeks.
A part “of the garrifon, -commanded by Major
Brereton, f{allied out after him, but were for fome
time too weak to undertake any thing of impor-
tance, At length, - in the month of-September,
his ftrong camp at

i

(¢

VI

they refolved to attack him in
Wandewath, but they met with a {evere repulfe; an
were obliged to retire in confufion. Captain Mait-

-
b

exifting, notwithftanding the exaggerated accounts that‘
every one makes here, according to his own fancy, of
the {laughter that has been made of them ; and you will be
fall more furprized, ifI tell you that, were it not for the two
combats;and four battles we fuftained, and for the batteries
which failed, or, to fpeak more properly, which were un-
fkilfully made, we fhould not have loft 50 men, from the
commencement of the fiege to this day.
¢ Lhave wrote to M. de Larche, that if he perfifts in not
coming here, let who will raife money upon the Paleagers
for'me, I will notdoit; and I renounce (as I informed you
a month ago I would do) meddling, dire@ly or indirectly,
with any thing whatever, that may have relation to your
adminiftration, whether civil or military.. For I had rather
go and command the Caffres of Madagafcar, than
in this Sodom ; which it is im
Englith muft deftroy, fooner or
keaven fhould not.

I have the hononr to be, &c. &c.

LALEY 2

remain

poflible but the fire of the

later, even though that from
g

“P.S. I think it neceflary to apprize you, that, as M.
de Soupire has refufed to take upon him the command of
'tlus army, which I have offered to him, and which he is
umpowered to accept, by having received from the cowmr a
dqphcate of my conuniffion, you muft of neceffity, together
with the council, take it upon you. For my p‘.!i"L’, I under-
take only to biing it back, either to Arcotte, or Sadrafle,
Send therefore your orders, or come yourfelves to command
1t ; for ] thall quit it upon my arrival there,”

land,
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land, who commanded an expedition to Bombay, ]

had better fuccefs. He difperfed the French troops,
took the town of Surat by affault, and obliged the
caftle to furrender. In the mean time admiral
Pococke and M. d’Ache difputed the fuperiority of
the fea. On the 10th of September they came %
an engagement Off Pondicherry, which raged with
great tury for the fpace of two hours ; when d’Ache
finding himfelf unable to fuftain Pococke’s heavy
and deftru&tive fire, fed in the beft manner he
could. The Englith fleet however were too much
damaged to purfue ; but foon after, being refitted,
they went again in queft of the French, who
defcrying their approach off Pondicherry {lipped
out- to fea, and avoided another engagement. M.
Pitt, apprehenfive that the enemy’s additiond
force in the Eaft Indies might feize fome of the
Englifh fettlements, difpatched a fleet from Europe,
as Toon as he heard of Lally’s defign to attack
Madrafs, under the command of commodort
Cornith, who about this time joined Admird
Pococke, and gave fuch a fupetioity to the Britifh
ower in the eaft, as in a little time after totally
deftroyed the French force on the coaft of Coro
mandel. Commodore Cornifh brought with him
a reinforcement of troops, commanded by colond
Coote, who took the command of the whole army,
and prepared to make head againft general Lally
He reduced Wandewafh, and fome other places of

lefs importance, before the end of the year *.
The

e

# At this time a new enemy to the Englifh ftarted up in thfl
Faf Indies. ¢ The great extenfion of the Britifh trade in this
¢ quarter of the globe excited the jealoufy and envy of the
¢ Dutch, who fecretly formed a fcheme for extirpating the
¢ Englifh out of Bengal ; they tampered with the nabob, Wi|
« connived at their intentions. Their firft 2im was to engrot}

¢ the
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navy of Great Britain was every where triumphant.
Admiral Bofcawen, who fucceeded admiral Ofborne
:n his command of the fquadron in the Mediter-
ranean, attacked the Toulon fleet, commanded by

.

the whole {alt-petre trade; apart of which 'they enjoyed
¢ by their factory at Chinfurra, where they had a firong fort
on the river Bengal, higher up ‘than Calcutta. Thegovernor
of Batavia, having charged himfelf with the execution of this
ation, chofe the opportunity while the Britifh fquadron were
abfent 3 and having equipped feven fhips, and put on board
them 12,000 troops, on  pretence of reinforcing the Dutch
garrifons in Bengal, they failed for the river of Bengal, and
Th Otober three of them arrived there. Colonel Clive,
whe refided at Calcutta, having notice of their defign, {ent
word-to the Dutch commodore, that he could not allow them
t0 land their forces and march to Chinfurra ; but no fooner
wete the reft of the troops arrived, than the troops were
landed, and began their march for Chinfurra. The Dautch
« commodore, by way of retaliating the affront he pretended
to have received, in being denied a paflage to Chinfurra, took
feveral Englifh veflels on the river ; and one of the Indiamen
coming down at that time, he told the captain, that if he
prefumed to pafs he would fink him ; upon which the veffel
retarned o Calcutta, where colonel Clive ordered three
Indiamen that were there to go down and fight the Datch ;
and they obeyed this order with fo much vivacity and courage,
that they compelled three of the Dutch thips, with the
commodore, to furrender ; two ranaway, and they drove the
laft athore, In the mean time the Dutch troops were not
more fortunate than their fhips : colonel Clive detached
colonel Forde, with soo men, to oppofe their progrefs ; on
the 'z5th of November, he met with them and gave them
battle with great refolution ; in a'fhort time they gave way,
and were totally defeated : during this a&ion, the nabob,
with a confiderable army looking on, obferved a fufpicious
neutrality, and in all probability would bave declared for the
Dutch, had they proved viGorious 3 but no fooner had the

Englifh gained the vitory, than he offered them his fervice.
§ “ The Dutch finding their whole {cheme defeated, began to
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upm\ky, ¢ think of accommodating matters ; a treaty was concluded,
Gl : : 41
dein A < by which the fhips were reftored ; and the prifoners were
! « T c T r
y of ¥ releafed as foon as the Dutch fadory at Chinfurra had given

atingﬁfg‘. “fecurity to indemuify the Englith for the damage they had
poby 8 ¢ fuftained.”
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de la Clue, as it was attempting to pafs the Streights, *
and after a furious engagement (Aug. 1%) he tofk b
two fhips, and burned another on the coaft of Py
tugal ; which in fome meafure violated the neut
lity of that power, but it was in no conditiony
refentit.  Dela Clue efcaped a-fhore, and his fhip
was deftroyed by the vitors. At this time
French miniftry were projecting a triple embark
tion for the invafion of Great Britain: a fmall fqua
dron was equipped at Dunkirk, and the comma
given to M. Thurot. The grand flect was
Breft, under the command of M. Conflans; a
the troops which it was to take on board laya
Vannes, under the command of the duke ¢4
guillon. A few fhips, with a number of flat-hov
bottomed boats to carry troops, were prepared
Bavre. In the fuccefs of an invafion all the hops
of the French now lay; it was their dernier refon
Driven from their colonies abroad, beaten by f
and land, they refolved on this defperate enterpi
to retrieve the ruined ftate of their affairs, by cir
rying the war into fome part of Great Britain
Ireland, and thereby obliging us to accept oft
peace. Mr. Pitt was as early in his refolutions®
fruftrate every part of the defign, as they were®
fet about it.  As foon as their preparations begih
he fent out fleets to block up their harbours. Cotr
modore Boys was ftationed off Dunkirk; a@m“al
Hawke off Breft ; and admiral Rodney was fent 0
Havre to' deftroy the flat-bottomed boats, whit
was performed by a bombardment with tolerabk
fuccefs. Thurot, however, eluded the vigilant
of Boys, and efcaped into the north fea. Admlral‘
Hawke, who had feveral times infulted the Bf‘ﬁi
fleet by his cruizers, was at length driven off Uh"
ftation (Nov. 14) by a violent ftorm : upon which |
Conflans, who had never ventured to come out4l|
face the Englith admiral, feized that oppom”;‘[:(y;

il
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( 111 ) 1759,
and put to fea, dire€ting his courfe to Vannes. As
foon as admiral Hawke was informed of it, he in-
frantly put to fea in quefl of him; and judging
from the defign of the invafion that Conflans had
fteered for Yannes, came up with him off Belleifle.
It blew a terrible ftorm ; the waves ran mountains
high ; the pilots were ignorant of the coaft, which
was every where filled with rocks, fands and fhoals
yet the brave Englifh admiral refolved to fight; he
knew the importance of fuch a victory; he was
fenfible that the war was put to the iffue of this
event; and amid all the horrors of two enraged
elements he began a furious engagement. Two
French thips were funk, and every foul perithed
a third was taken. The enemy made but a fhort
refiftance; they prefently fled on all fides, and night
faved them from utter deftruction 3 feven fhips, by
throwing their guns overboard, efcaped up the river
Villaine ; great part of the reft gotout to feas but
Conflans, with a few others, which'in the time of
confufion and uproar knew not where to run, caft
anchor among the Englith fleet. The night was
the moft terrible that can be conceived ; the wind
blew a violent ftorm ; it was pitchy darknefs, and a
dangerous coaft on every fide. Diftrefs guns were
fired al] night, but no body could tell whether they
came from friend or enemy ; and the dangers made
the hearers unable to give afliftance. In the morn-
ing they found one of the Englith thips wrecked ;
at the fame time the French admiral difcovered
Where he was, and ran his thip a-fhore, where the
was burped by the victors. Thus was defeated that
oafted project of an invafion; and :the French
haval power fo broken and difpirited, as never to
attempt. any thing more during the adminiftration
(f)of Mr Pitt.  Thurot for a little time had better

rtune than Conflans. After he had efcaped out
of Dunkirk, he took refuge in Norway from the

P2 tempeftoys
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tempeftous weather ; which at length being over,
he put to {ea again, and landed in Scotland; where

having got fome refrefhments, he proceeded to
Ireland, and landed near Carrickfergus : the gar|
rifon of which he obliged to {urrender * 5 but|
hearing; that a body of troops were marching aga’m&t
him, he inftantly re-embarked and put to fe,
Captain Flliot, who was at Kinfale with three fri
gates, being informed of his operations, directl
failed in queft of him. Thefe commanders, Who
were nearly of equal force, came toan engagemi
(Feb. 21, 1760) off the Ifle of Man; in whid
*Thurot was killed and his three fhips taken.

We will now turn to the affairs of Germaj
The king of Pruffia, notwithftanding his numeroi
loffes, was ftill powerful. He prepared to mak
head againft his enemies on all fides. He pofid
prince Henry in Saxony to find work for the arm
of the empire. He took cognizance of matfii
Daun himfelf 5 and in Silefia he had a bodyd
troops to oppofe the Ruffians. In the monthd
February this corps entered Poland, and deftroye

* This defeent inftantly {pread an alarm along the north-wi
coaft of England. 'The large and opulent town of Liiverpod,
in particular, had reafon to dread a furprize ; which is e
tremely practicable by cither land or fea, the harbour a
coaft being entirely defendlefs, The mercantile inhabitants, ¢
which the town chiefly confifts, at their own expence, with?
{pirit truly laudable and patriotic, direétly armed and forme
themfelves into bodies for its protection ; and they mounted!
confiderable number of heavy cannon in different batteries, I
difpofed as to defend the harbour from the entrance of
enemy. In fhort they took every precaution, which pruden
could fuggeft ; and they were vigilant and indefatigable inthe
preparations of defence and mancevres of _difcipline. Sudf
conduét and zeal were truly commendable ; they were examplt]
of courage and ardour worthy of being imitated 3 and it
25 would have doxe ‘real | honour to the barrier towns Of}h‘
‘Roman empire, in the moft virtuous and heroic timesof U¥
republic, !

e
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the Ruffian magazines there. In April prince
Henry {allied out of Saxony, and d.rove the army
of the empire into Voightland, which fpread an
alarm even to the French camp; he gfllned. other
advantages and raifed contributions. The kmg.of
Pruffia and marfhal Daun watched ea_cb other with
the greateft eagernefs, to feize the critical moment
of advantage. The emprefs-queen ﬁndxpg her
arms not likely to overbalance her antagonift, and
impatient for his deftruétion, repeatedly urged the
affiftance of the Ruffians by her minifter at Peter{-
burgh. Notwithftanding the Ruffian magazines
had been deftroyed ; yet that power being replete
with refources, foon repaired the lofs; and its nu-
merous favage army, now commanded by count
Soltikoff, entered the Pruffian territories. Count

Dohna, who commanded the Pruffian troops op-

pofed to them, contented himfelf with harrafling
and impeding their motions. The king of Pruffia,

‘who was impatient for action, difapproved of this
conduct, upon which the count refigned; and ge-

neral Wedel, who took the command of the army,
was ordered to fight the Ruffians at all events. He
obeyed this order, and with 30,000 men attacked
70,000 on the 23d of July, at Zullichau, near
Croffen. The inferior numbers, after maintaining
a defperate conflict {everal hours under many diffi-
culties, were at length defeated with the lofs of
8000 men. ‘T'his mifcarriage exa{perated the king
of Pruffia: he refolved to fight the Ruffians him-
felf ; and for this purpofe he feperated from his
army a confiderable corps, with which he marched
to join Wedel’s troops, leaving the reft with his
brother, whom he called out of Saxony to watch
marfhal Daun; but that general perceiving the
king’s intentions, detached general Laudohn with
12,000 horfe to the affiftance of the Ruffians, and
he happily effected his junction with their army.

The
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The king of Pruflia, however, refolved up,
fighting, and with 50,000 men, the moft he coyf]
conveniently affemble, on the 12th of Auvgufth
attacked the Ruffian camp, at Cunner{dorff ne}
Franckfort. During the firft fix hours of this i
rious combat he made a confiderable impreflion, uf
the enemy feemed to retreat. At this minutel
fent a billet to his queen, containing thefe word
<« Madam, we have beat the Ruffians from th
¢ entrenchments. In two hours expect to heard
< g glorious victory.” But he was miftaken; i
Ruffians had only retreated to more advantageou’
ground. He refolved to force'them entirely. Hi

generals remonftrated againft it as a'ftep that woul
be deftructive of his troops; but he difdained ¢
vi¢tory in imperfection. It is perhaps his great®
foible to be obftinate, and fometimes fool-hardj’
Here both were manifeft. He made feveral defpe
rate attacks with his infantry, which before il
been nearly exhaufted, every one of which weret
fuccefsful.  His troops were fpent. He then trit
his cavalry: they did all that men could do; bi
their efforts could not diflodge the enemy: they -
fell into diforder ; and in this critical moment it
Auftrian cavalry, which had been hitherto inaciiv
fell among them and compleated-their deftrudtion
This ftruck a terror throughout the remains of
Pruffian army, which then inftantly fled from the
field, leaving all their baggage, cannon, and €v]
utenfil to the enemy. This was the moft blood
battle the king of Pruffia had ever feen: atldl
19,000 of his beft troops were flain, befides !
confiderable number wounded and made prifone]
When he quitted this horrid {cene, he fent anothe! |
billet to his queen thus exprefled: * Remove frpm ‘
¢ Berlin with the royal family. Let the archives
“ be carried to Potfdam. The town may makt
¢ conditions with the enemy.” Itis eafy 10 C‘:gg
ce
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ceive the confternation this produced at Berlin,
amidit the rejoicings occafioned by the firft mef-
fenger. The Ruflians loft between 11 and 12,000
men. Next day the king of Pruffia retreated over
the Oder, and collected his fugitives; he drew a
train of artillery from Berlin, and foon recovered
from his diforder. He faw with joy and aftonifhment
the Ruffians forbearing to improve their victory.
They, inftead of doing that, contented themfelves
with joining count Daun in Lufatia, and holding
confultations with that general ; from which it has
been ftrongly apprehended, that the fafety of the
king of Pruflia was owing to a jealoufy, which is at
this time fuppofed to have arofe between them 3
the Auftrians not being willing the Ruffians thould
get poffeflion of Brandenburgh, left they fhould
have more territory in the empire than was con-
fiftent with the intereft of the emprefs-queen.  In
the mean time the army of the empire penetrated
into. Saxony, and reduced the towns of Hall,
Leipic, Torgau and Drefden. The king of Pruf-
fia fufpedting the Ruffians, at length, intended to
take Great Glogau, took poft in fuch a manner as
covered the town ; while count Daun apprehending
prince Henry defigned to retake Drefden, made a
forced march in order to fave that capital. The
Auftrians and Ruflians having feperated, the latter
¢gan to retire. The king of Pruffia being re-
leafed of all his anxieties on that fide, and having
recruited his army, he in the month of November
detached general Finck, with 20,000 men, to cut
off count Daun’s rereat into Bohemia. The Auf-
than general was aware of the defign, and he fe-
cretly furrounded Finck ; who, upon difcovering
the fnare he had fallen into, made the moft vigorous
efforts for a whole day to difengage himfelf; but
at l?ngth ﬁnding that it was impoflible, the enemy
ing fecured every avenue in the ftrongeft man-

ner,
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ner, and on every fide prefented a wall of bayonets,
through which it was madnefs to think of pene-
trating, he on the fucceeding day was obliged to
furrender, with his whole army, prifoners of war.
While the Pruffian power was ftaggering under this

blow, it felt another a few days after. A body of |

Pruffians were pofted on the Elbe near Meiffen,
which were vigoroufly attacked by the Aufirians,
who made prifoners between 3 and 4o00. In this
critical fituation the king of Pruffia was obliged to
{olicit affiftance 3 upon which the hereditary prince
of Brunfwic was detached with 12,000 men from
the allied army.  This prevented M. Daun drawing |
any advantages from the diftrefied fituation of his |
enemy ; he therefore enclofed him{elf in the ftrong
camp at Pirna in Saxony. The Pruffians then |
went into winter-quarters, and the hereditary princt |
returned to the allies. i
The hopes of great advantage, which had been
expected from the allies at the opening of the cam-
paign, Were ruined by one unfortunate ftroke., It
had been concerted that they fhould drive the French
troops from Francfort, which they had illegally
{cized, and by which they poflefied the pavigation |
of the rivers Maefe and Rhine, whence they drew
fupplies and refrefhments.  For this purpofe princ
Ferdinand put himfelf at the head of 2 body of
troops, and advanced to execute the defign ; but
the duke de Broglio pofted himfelf in a very {trong
manner at Bergen, between Francfort and Hanau
Prince Ferdinand finding it neceffary to force thil
reneral before he could penetrate to Francfort, of|
dered the prince of Y{enbourg to agtack him but
the enemy’s intrenchments were impregnable 3 the
prince was {lain in the third attempt, and nea |
»600 men were loft: upon which prince Ferdinand|
ordered the troops to draw off, and he immediately |
joined the army. Being foiled in this attempt,&hz‘
.acte

?
|

|




Y58
a@ed upon the defenfive: while the French army
being greatly reinforced, obliged him to retreat:
they feized feveral towns and over-ran the whole
country : they looked upon the conqueft of Ha-
nover as an abfolute certainty. During this train
of fuccefs the duke de Belleifle, the French mi-
pifter, wrote to the marfhal de Contades,. ‘'who
commanded the army, on the fubject of fecuring
their conqueft, and preventing another expulfion
from Hanover 5 and for this end propofed the moft
cruel and unwarrantable expedients. Contades re-
folved to drive the allies from theif pofieffion of
the courfe of the Wefer.  Prince Ferdinand faw
his defign, and he refolved to preferve it The
French, however, took Minden; by which . they’
in fome meafure gained their point; but a ftrong’
body of the allies lying entrenched at but a fmall
diftance from the town, and clofe to the river;
and prince Ferdinand, with the remainder of the’
army, being very near to that poft, they found-
their bufinels not effectually done ; nor could they’
take up their winter-quarters in Hanover, unlefs
they forced that poft, and defeated prince Ferdi-
nand. . To accomplifh thefe ends Contades refolved
on giving battle. Heordered the duké de Broglio

(=)
to attack the entrenched pott on the 1t of Auguft, at

four o’clock in the morning ; which he accordingly.

did, but found it {fo ftrong he could not force it.
Mean while Contades advanced with the main army
to attack prince Ferdinand in front, who met him in
the plains of Minden. The allies were not quite pre-
pared for adtion: they were partly {urprized. Six Bri-
tith and two Hanoverian regiments were the firft in
the field. - Thefe alone maintained an unequal and
heroic fight with the whole French army; and with
the afm.‘cance of the Britith artillery, repulfed the
enemy in every attack, and at length obliged them
to quit the field in diforder. During this conflict
(2 orders
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orders were fent to lord George Sackville, y
commanded the Britith troops, and at this tng
the cavalry of the right wing, which was pla]
behind a woed and out of fight of the adtiony
{fupport that little corps of infantry ; but from
mifunderftanding of the orders, and an 1neo
fiftency which feemed to appear in them, held
tated in the execution by which the cavalry.di
not arrive time enough to give any affiftance, fip-
poling they had been wantedt.  Happily, how
ever, this was not the cafe. The French retreu
with great precipitation. =~ They were difpiritedly
the check they had received. They abandonedd
the territory they had conquered,” Prince Fer
nand purfued them and lsid fiege to Mualk
with the reduction of which the campaign ende
and both armies fat down juft where they had by
gun. Thus did the fingle exploit of but 2 handi
of Britith foldiers deftroy all the hopes of t
French court in making a conqueft of Hanov
and with it purchafing the places they had loftd
Afia, Africa and America; render a whole i
paign fruitlefs, by which a great expence and mi]
lives were thrown away; and fix an indelible fn
of difhonour on the French arms *.

4 For this difobedience of orders he was tried by a cout
martial in London, and adjudged unfit for future fervice.

. * The lofles which the French had fuftained in every pattd
the world, reduced them to the neceflity of ftopping paymétt
of the follewing public debts, viz. 1. The three kinds 04’
rents created on the pofts. 2. Thofe conftituted upon the ték
of redemptions. 3. The coupons of bills on the fame ¢l
4. Thofe of the two royal lotteries. &. The reimburfements!
bills drawn to bear on the fame cheft. ~ 6. The bills of the 10 |
royal lotteries. The rents created on the two fols per powt |
of the tenth penny. 8. The reimburfement of the capitals
rents. . The payments of bills difchargeable in nine yei |
known under the name of annuities. 10. Thofe of the %]
actions on the benefit of the farms.
by the colonies upon the government, a

~
7

During |

i i
11. All the bills dra¥ ?
mounting to 1,233/0004}

i
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During the winter the kings of Great-Britain
4nd Pruffia made offers towards a pacification ; but
they had no effeét. The empre(s-queen {till hoped
to recover Silefia ; and France fancied the had prof-
pe@s (though but vifionary ones) of retaking fome
of her fettlements®. - In the month of November
the parliament met. ~ As the enemies had rejected
the offers of peace, it became juftly neceffary to
profecute the war with vigour. The forces amounted
t0 93,000 feamen and 57,000 foldiers: the fupplies
for their fupport, and all other neceffaries, amounted
to fifteen millions . Such was the aftonifhing
eredit of Great-Britain, that fhe could raife this
immenfe fum without in the Jeaft hazarding her ve-
putation ; and fuch was the entire confidence of
the people in the minifter, that'they freely opened
their bags without a murmur; certain that their
money would be appropriated to good purpofes,
as far as he could dire¢t. They were fatisfied in the
higheft degree: the trade of the kingdom Aou-
rithed; commerce increafed; riches poured in from
every quarter, and joy and gladnefs fat on every
countenance: there was peace and harmony at
home, and an unparallelled fuccefs abroad.

In the Eaft Indies the power of the French on
the coaft of Coromandel was totally annihilated.
Colonel Coote defeated general Lally in the field,
and obliged him to feck refuge in Pondicherry.

f—

* In the month of Auguft the king of Spain died. He was
fucceeded by his brother Don Carlos, kino of N aples: a priace
of whom the world had formed fome zood opinions; but they
aferwards proved miftaken notions. His weaknefs particu-
arly appeared in a too great reliance on his Italian miniter,
Wwho was wheedled by French artifice.

KUrIn Z\}:fr.ll’nt made a motion in the houfe of commons to re-
anks to the furviving conquerors of Quebec; which was

accordingly done,
s He
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He afterwards laid fiege to that capital’; and, with |
the afiftance of the fleet, at length reduced it, ob-
liging general Lally with the garrifon to furrender
prifoners of war.

In America the entire reduétion of Canada was
wholly achieved. It is true, indeed, the French |
force which remained at Montreal, under the com.
mand of the marquis de Vaudreuil, the governor,
made fome efforts to regain Quebec. They, early
in the feafon, while the river St. Lawrence was un
navigable by the ice, marched to atrack Quebec;
and general Murray, who was appointed governa
of that city, marched out and gave them battle;
he had the misfortune to be defeated, and the Frendh
began to befiege the city ; but lord Colville, . who,
by the prudence cf the minifter, was ftationed
Halifax with a fquadron, in order to act as exi |
gencies might require, as foon as he heard of thek
tranfaétions, forced his way up the river St. Lay-
rence ; upon which the French inftantly abandone
their enterprize, and fled to Montreal with the
greateft precipitation. General Ambherft, who con
ducted his operations over land, advanced to Mor
treal in the month of September. M. Vaudreuil §
having no refource, nor any hope of affiftance, i
ftantly furrendered to him the whole province d
Canada.

The naval tranfations in this year were: in the
Weft Indies commodore Holmes, who was on thep
Jamaica ftation, took two French frigates and de-f
firoyed three others, which were deftined to convol
a feet of merchant fhips to Old France. In Eu-§
rope, the fleet ftationed on the coaft of Franc|
blocked up all the French ports, and thereby put]
an almoft entire ftop to their commerce. Some Ofg
our fhips took . the little ifland of Dumet, which}
proved of confiderable fervice to the fleet, by fur|

nithing a fufficiency of water, which had beeg hl"v
therto §

|
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therto fent by tranfports from England, at a great
expence to the nation. i

In Germany affairs ftill continued to wear the
marks of rancour and inveteracy. The emprefs-
queen determined to exert her forces, .in order to
recover Silefia.  General Laudohn, with 50,000
men, opened the campaign with the fiege of Glatz;
but finding his operations expofed to much annoy-
ance from 23,000 Pruffians, who were at Land-
fhut, under the command of general Fouquet, he
raifed the fiege, and attacked the Pruffians in their
entrenchments on the 23d of June. After a very
warm difpute of five hours, in which both fides loft
a great number of men, he at length forced them,
and, except about 4000 of the Pruffians who ef-
caped, the vanquithed, together with their com-
mander, were all made prifoners. ‘The conqueror
then reduced Glatz. He next marched to Breflaw,
the fiege of which he undertook ; but prince Henry
of Pruffia advancing directly to its relief, obliged
him to relinquith hisdefigns.  The king of Prufiia,
who was all this while in Saxony watching count
Daup, finding that the enemy’s great pufh was in
Silefia, and that the Ruffians were advancing to
join Laudohn, in order to reduce it, quitted
Saxony, and marched for that duchy himfelf.
Daun was no fooner informed of this movement,
than he followed him with fuch expedition, that in
a fhort time he gained two days march on him.
The king perceiving his defign fruftrated, fuddenly
returned into Saxony, and immediately laid fiege
to Drefden. Daun finding himfelf duped by this
ftratagem, returned likewife, and obliged the king
of Pruffia to raife the fiege. = The affairs of Silefia
now becpgnmg critical, the Ruffiang being on the
point of joining l.dudohn, the king refolved to
march into that duchy at all events. Daun again
followed him ; but the king gained pofleflion .

ftrong
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ftrong camp at Lignitz; which prevented the enetny “
gaining any material advantage over him at thy
inftant. However, he had not remained Jong|

there, before he found himfelf in danger of being

furrounded, and confequently expofed to a furpriz|
but he drew his enemiesinto the fhare. It was cop
certed to furprize his camp, in ltke manner as iy
been doae at Hohkirchen. He was aware of i
and therefore fecretly quitted his camp : and why
general Laudohn advanced to the attack, he fi
upon him unexpectedly at three o’clock in th
morning, and, after a conflit of three hours, &
tally defeated him with the lofs of 8ooo men. Tl
fcheme being thus fruftrated, Daun turned hisa:
tention another way: he marched to Schweidnit
and laid fiege to that place. The king followd
him, and obliged him to raife the fiege. In the
mean time the Ruffians, who could not, on accou
of Laudohn’s defeat, effect their junétion with the
Auftrians in Silefia, entered Brandenburgh,
penetrated even to Berlin, where they leavied heay|
contributions, and committed the moft cruel an
horrid ravages. Notwithftanding his Pruffian ma
jefty had gained a great viGtory, he was ftill encom:
pafled by his numerous adverfaries ; the army of
the empire was in pofieflion of Saxony; the Ruf
fians were on one fide of him, and count Daun o

another®. He knew not which way to tum, il
a

* In this uncomfortable fituation he wrote a letter to the

marquis d’Argens (author of the Jewith Spy) a native of |

France, ‘who refided at Berlin under his protection, in whichs
this remarkable paflage, confirming the opinion of the candi
and impartial world, that the French by their German engage
ments loft their fettlements in the diftant parts of the worlfii
““ Well, my dear marquis, whatis become of the peace‘Wl[h
¢ France? Your nation, you fee, is more blind than you 1
“ gined. Thofe foole Infe Canada and Pondicherry, 0 Pleafi

i 71‘[{51}
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at length hearing that the Ruflians were in poffef-
fion of Berlin, he inftantly marched to its aflif-
tance. But the Ruffians retired on his approach,
and marched into Silefia, where they for fome time
threatened to lay fiege to Breflau; but at length
they retired into their own country, after having
unfuccefsfully attempted the reduétion of Colberg.
Count Daun had followed the king of Pruflia out
of Silefia. The king having reinforced his army
with the troops which had defended Saxony and
Brandenburgh, began to meditate fome important
blow. Daun was at this time encamped near
Torgau. The king refolved to put the event of
the campaign to the hazard. He attacked Daun
onthe 2d of November, and, after four vigorous
affaults, forced his camp, and obliged his troops to
retreat in utter confufion.  The Pruffians loft about
3000 men, and the Auftrians above twice that
number. ‘This defeat obliged count Daun to call
general Laudohn out of Silefia, as he ftood in need
of reinforcement to prevent being drove into Bo-
hemia. Silefia thus reverted into the hands of the
Pruffians. Both armies then took up their winter-
quarters in Saxony, and matters were thus put nearly
on the fame footing as at the opening of the cam
paign.  The noble flruggles made by the king of
}’rgﬁia had foiled all the attempts of his adver-
aries,

The French grand army was this year commanded
by the duke de Broglio, who had fucceeded to that
Poft on the difgrace of M. de Contades. Befides
this army the French affembled another of 30,000
men, the command of which was given to the

:: queen and the txarina. Heaven grant that prince Ferdinand
. may Wf” reward them for their zeal. The officers, innocent

2 of thefe evils, and the foldiers, will be made vi&tims, and
o the illuftrious offenders will fuffer nothing.”

count
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count de St. Germain. Broglio, intending 4§
penetrate through Hefle into Hanover, made (omf

motions as if he would join St. Germain for

purpofe : upon which Prince Ferdinand refolv?
to prevent the . junction, and ordered the herefi®
tary prince, with the advanced guard of the anmy
to attack the enemy, which he did" at Corbi
and met with a fevere repulfe however he fon’
after retrieved his reputation by atctacking a paty
of theenemy, at Exdorf, which had advanced
the lefc of the allies; Elliot’s Englifh light-hotk
bravely. diftinguithed themfelves in this encounts
This corps of the enemy were routed ; b
Broglio did not feem to mind thefe actions:
effected his junétion with St. Germain.  Howen
. that officer conceived a difguft to him, and refigr
ed his command ; which was given to the Cheval;
de Muy. Broglio directed him to cut off the com
munication of the allies with Weftphalia, whit
he entered Heffe. De Muy took «his pofts neif
‘Warburg, where Prince Ferdinand attacked hi
in both Aank and rear, and obliged him t0 fly ¢
the utmoft precipitation, with the lofs of 1500 mh:
and fome cannon. The Marquis of Granby, i}
had fucceeded to the command of the Britifh troop:
on the refignation of lord George Sackville, gfe'ﬂll)'
diftingtiifhed himfelf in this attack.  While Prif
Ferdinand’s attention was employed heré, the dultf
de Broglio, without any difficulty, entered Hei
and took Caffel. To make amends for this, B}
hereditary prince undertook an expedition to tF
Lower Rhine, where he fcoured the country @
took Cleves : he next invefted Wefel, and wol
have taken the place had not his operations KR
retarded by heavy rains. When Broglio heaft ’
this adventure he detached M. de Caftries Wit
large body of troops to drive the hereditary £
out of the country. Thefe officers came atéotiOﬂ

A e e L et iy i gl Sy



i

or
il

( 125 ) 1760,
when the French, by the

advantageof the ground and fuperiority in numbers,
defeated the allies, who loft 1600 men, chiefly
Britith, among whom was Jord Downe. The here-
ditary prince then repaffed the Rhine and joined the
grand army @ foon after which both armies went
into winter quarters. All the advantage which the
Freach could be faid to have gained by their two
armies this campaign, was only the pofleflion of

Hefle.
Athome a grand expeditionwas {et on foot. Great

part of the fummer was employed in making pre-
arations for it. A confiderable fleet was equipped
and a body of forces affembled to be put on board ;
but unfortunately, when this armament Was
teady to fail, his majefty George 1I. died; an
event, which inftantly occafioned the failing orders
t be countermanded, and at length was productive
of the whole defign being laid afide.
The new reign, which commenced O¢tober 25,
produced new fervants. The earl of Holdernefle
was difmiffed from his office of fecretary of ftate
for the northern department, and fucceeded therein
by the earl of Bute, who was previoufly made a
privy counfellor. It is neither prudent nor fafe to
proceed from this remarkable ®ra to the end of Mr.
Pite’s adminiftration, with that truth, candour anc
honefty which ought to diftinguith a review of the
times. But furure writers, if they are Englithmen,
and poflefs that open freenefs of fentiment, whichis
the honourable characteriftic of their countrymen,
will have lefs to fear ; and confequently it is not
doubted but they will give to pofterity an impartial
account of their predecefiors as they flourifbed under
the aufpices of ———; ina period which the prefent
race of men have gazed on with wonder and aftonifh-
ment. Mr: Legge was next difmiffed (for he would
not refign) from his office of chancellor of the ex-
R chequer 3

alion near Campen,
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chequer he difdained to pay fervile court to mfenm
abilities. A number of new peers were created
which the peop e did not behold without apprebm
Sionsy becaufe it had been long confidered thatf
ariftocratical part of government was at leaft il
heavy in the {cale of oalamc Pacific fentimen’
being nourifhed, the fpirit of the war abated ;
oppofition to a wife and vigilant adminiftrato
began to appear. A certain 1peuca of low cunnirg
and unde rmining craft, flyly ftole into many plag
and fhewed themfdvcs in many inftances every
unworthy an honeft man, and a generous principl
The allies opened the campaign in Febru
1761. ' The hereditary prince took Fritzlar, and
prince Ferdinand pufhed forward in a rapid mang
to retake Caffel before the French army fhould i
reinforced ; but he found it impofiible, Tk
garrifon was numerous, and held out vigoroulj$
The French army, commanded b/ the duke &
Broglio, approached ; upon which he was obhgtdl
to raife the fiege and retire. A fecond Frenchamj
was affembled on the Loower Khine under the pri]
de Soubize. Detachments of the allies for fon
time haraffed both thefe armies, and did them cii
fiderable damage : upon which their command}
joir‘ed their armies and refolved to give e battle 0§
prmcc Ferdinard. Accordingly m'lv in. the mo:s
ing on the 16th of July, while hc was ﬁntampﬂﬂ
Hoenhover, they attacked his camp; but he, havmﬂ%
information of their defign, gave them fo warmi
reception, in all their 'xttcmpts to force his pofty 8§
at length obliged them to retire with the lof il |
4000 men ; the Allies loft about 1200 men. Thsg
battle, which the French diftinguith by the naté
of Fellinghaui(vn {eperated thur tWO armies:
was a misforrune to the French, during thele fever B
campaigns of Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration, that thef
C'Ul(fl&]b could never agree. There was 8 pig
% betwed §
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between Soubize and Broglio at the time of this
adtion, in which each wifhed to lee his coadjutor
facrificed : had this not been the cafe the victory
would not have been fo eafily obtained ; for after
the battle prince Ferdinand was not able to look
Broglio’s great army, alone, in the face. That
general, by dint of his prodigious fuperiority, and
being fimulated toretrieve hislate difgrace,took-fome
places, penetrated into Hanover, and gained feveral
little advanrages ; but prince Ferdinand by a forced
march approached Caflel, which obliged Broglio
to draw off and protect that place.

The King of Pruflia atted upon the defenfive
during the whole campaign. He attempted nothing
himfelf, nor did his adverfaries do any thing worth
mentioning. The Auftrians indeed formed a fcheme
for furprizing Schweidnitz, which they effected
with very inconfiderable lofs. This was called a
lurprize in the public accounts ; but private ones,
which are often more true, affert it was taken by
treachery ; and there is reafon to believe it. The
Ruffians invefted Colberg, and at length reduced
it; but they did nothing elfe. This inactivity in
Germany is accounted for, when wé remember that
a congrefs was appointed to be held at Augfbourg;
and a negociation was fet on foot between England
and France,

Happy would it have been if their had been
0o other caufe for Britith meafures being impeded.

he great minifter who had reduced the power
of France, faw his influence in the fate declin.
g faft every day. The enemies to his bold
meafures envied his glory. It is true a large arma-
ment was {uffered to be equipped ; but fo much
attention wasbeftowed upon the oftentation of the year,
the forr_nmg of bottoms, procuring parties, making
connexions, buftling for places, &c. that the expedi-
HOn was retarded till it became, at length, too

R 2 late
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late to fend it to the place it was originally intended
againft ; upon which it was difpatched to the ifle
of Belleifle on the coaft of France. The fhips
wete commanded by commodore Keppel, and the
troops by general Hodgfon. A landing was effedt-
ed after fome oppofition, and the troops advanced
to the town of Palais, which is the capital.  This
place was im mediately befieged, and, notwithftand-
ang a very ftout refiftance, at length reduced.

In America the ifland of Dominique was reduced |
by lord Rollo, who was conveyed thither in the §

month of June from Guadalupe by Sir Jam
Douglas. Some difturbances happened with the
Cherokee Indians in North America, but th
Britith power had been rendered fo formidablein
that part of the world, they were foon compelled
to fue for peace.—Let it be obferved, that Mr. Fit
had laid down the plan for taking Martinico, anl
it was begun to be executed when he refigned.
Such were the warlike operations and glories o
M. Pitt’s adminiftration. Never fince the daysd
the eftablifbment of monarchy in England, hs
fuch a fuccefsful war been carried on, nor fuchi
power and fpirit exerted. The firft great meritd |
his adminiftration lay in his rouzing the fpirit d
the people, in banifhing dejection and defpondentj,
and fubftituting joy and hope : his next chid
praife is in reftoring hatmony and unanimity, i
only in the king’s council but in parliament, a
throughout the whole nation : and his Jaft mol
important fervices are.
In the Eaft Indies, the total extirpation of it
French ‘arms and influence out of the kingdomd
Bengal, the conqueft of all their fettlements GF te
coaft of Coromandel, and every other part of
continent in -Afia 3 confequently increafing o
great trade to that diftant quarter, and caufing 1¢"
riches to fow, as it were, from new world;fé
i

SIS T R T -
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4f  Afiica the reduction of Senegal and Goree, putting
if us into entire pofleflion of the gum, and greatly
il augmenting our (lave trade. = In North America the
conquefts of the iflands of Cape Breton and St.
WE  John’s, which effectually wounded the French
@ ffheries, and reftored tranquility to Nova Scotia : “
i of that vaft and extenfive province called Canada, L

e with all its exterior forts and remote boundariess “w‘
which have not only put us into entire pofleffion of e

W the fur trade, but fecured quiet and peace to all our i

i ferdlements in that part, and given us an empire

i which, for extent and power, may be improved

b beyond conception 3 it likewife commands all the i

& interior favage countries, lakes, and fine lands, IF]

e  which good policy and good government may fo ‘

i order and manage, that they may bring us great |
‘i additional wealth and weight. In the Weft Indies iR
), 8 the reduction of Guadalupe, with the lefler iflands 111
3 contiguous to it, furnithing fuch a fund of wealth R

ris to our merchants as the moft exuberant fancy can !

Jat fearce conceive, and yet no more than half culti- ) el

) #  vated. The conqueft of Martinico, though not ‘

fud made during his adminiftration, wasin confequence K

il of his preparations and plan, which were fo un- '

il erringly laid, that the moft ignorant man could

e not fail of fuccefs. The navy of France was de- ‘

¢ d ftroyed by repeated victories 3 her ports were con- f 1 1A

5 ) tinually blocked up, which, together with the con- PRI A

1, 8 quefts of her iflands and fettlements, ruined her il

i o trade. Her coafts were feveral times infulted, con- \; b i
, tributions levied on them, her thips burned, one R

of of her harbours deftroyed 5 and thereby the terrors |

;dutﬂl; of an invafion, which fhe had fo often fent over

< 0 to England, reverted in reality upon herfelf. i

ol 8 Belleifle, her pri.cipal and largeft European ifland, H

ng | taken: In Germany all her efforts baffled and il

g} fruftrated ; notwithftanding her fending there every h

Ids ear great armies, and annually paying large fums

tO
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to feveral powers, to keep them in alliance apaigd ‘.'.wf
the houfes of Hanover and Brandenburgh, 7

When all thefe things were done, and Franceyy 4
reduced to the loweft ftep of adverfity, fhe fet
foot a negociation for peace : fhe began by refufing
the payment of her {ubfidies to her needy allie; |
particularly to Sweden, to whom it was told tha |
exhaufted condition of France, which could bey
longer concealed, made her unable to adhere tod
letter of her engagements; and that, therefos
fhe defired peace in earneft. The courts of Viem
and Peterfburgh then agreed with France, to offt
propofals to renew the fhort negociation for pei,
which had abruptly broke off laft year, Underd
mediation of Spain, they delivered their memori
in London on the laft day of March, Their po:|
fals being accepted both by England and Pruff |

a congrefs was appointed to be held at Augfbourg.t
But the difputes between England and France beirg §
of a different nature to thofe among the Germu |
powers, it was agreed that they thould be previouls |
fettled by a feparate negociation. Accordingl§
minifters were - fent from each kingdom. M}

Stanley went to France, and M. Bufley came

England.* But France did not truft to this negoc: |

ation;

i

I
SR

* For the fatisfattion of the reader we fhall give the heads

of this negotiation. ¢ On the zgth of July Mr. Stanley der

¢ livered to the French miniftry the w/timatum, or final pro< §

¢ pofals, of England ; the {fubftance of which isas follows. '
¢ 1. France thall cede Canada, Cape Breton, and the %ﬂanﬁ
« in the gulph of St. Lawrence, with the right of filhing¥
¢ the coalts, i
¢¢ 2. Whateverdoes not belong to Canada, fhall not be conit
‘¢ dered as appertaining to Louifiana.
*¢ 3. Senegal and Goree fhall be yielded to England. ok
¢¢ 4. Dunkirk fhall be put in the condition it ought t0 b€’

i 3o 2 3 B hall
“¢ by the treaty of Utrecht ; and on this condition Erance‘f1 b

ati
de:
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atiori: fhe was fenfible fhe muft facrifice a great
deal ; therefore, fhe looked out for another refource,

and

% be reftored to the privilege allowed he}- by that treaty, of
« fithing on part of the banks of Newfound]a.m.i.,

« ¢, The neutral iflands fhall be equally divided,

« 6, Minorea fhall be reftored. )

«», France fhall evacuate and reftore all her conquefts in
# Germany. :

% §. England fhall reftore Belleifle and Guadaloupe, -

9. Difputes in the Eaft-Indies fhall be fettled by the two
¢ cpmpanies,

“ 10. ‘The captures made by England before war was de-
% clared fhall not be reftored.

“ 11. France fhall not retain Oftend and Nieuport.

“ 12. The ceffation of arms fhall take place when the preli-
 minaries are ratified, or the definitive treaty figned.

“ 13. Both Kings fhall be at liberty to afiit their German

# allies,
““ 14. Prifoners fhall be reciprocally fet at liberty.

¢ The fubftance of France’s anfwer, dated Auguft ¢, is this :
“ 1. France will yield all Canada, but infifts that the Roman
# Catholic religion fhall be tolerated there, and that her fub-
“ Je€ts fhall have liberty to difpofe of their effets, and retire,
“Prance further infifts on the right of fithing in the gulph of
“St. Lawrence, and demands fome ifland near it on which to
“ dry her fith.
“ 2. France doth not pretend that what is not Canada is
* Louifiana; but gemands that the intermediate nations be-
“tween Canada and Louifiana, and between Virginia and
“ Louifiana, fhall be confidered as independant, and a barrier
“ between the French and Englith,
“ 3. France demands Goree. However, M. de Bufly fhall
“ talk about this point.
i t 4. M. de Buﬁ}{ thall ai{cz talk about Dunkirlg, when 2
o port is ag_rced on in the gulph of St. Lawrence for the pro-
teftion of the French fithery.
““ £ France agrees to the partitipn of the neutral iflands.
5y 6. Fngland may keep Belleifle, and France will k
Minorea,
o 7+ In confideration of the reftitution of G
will evacuate her conquefts in Germ

“on the kine of Pruflia, whicl
* Queen, ? ;

eep
uadaloupe, France
any, except thofe made
1 are held for the Emprefs-

¢ 8, France
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2nd fhe found one in Spain; withwhom fhe tampered
on the great power of the Englith in America,

urging

.¢c g, Trance accepts of Guadaloupe as a compenfation for
s¢ her ceflions in North-America and Africa, and the demoli,
s¢ tion of the works at Dunkirk.
s¢ g. France agrees that the Eaft-India companies fhall  fettle
their differences:
« 10. France infifts on the reftitution of the captuyes made
before the war.
¢¢ yy, France never intended to keep Oftend and Nieuport.
¢ 12. The term of ceafing hoftilities will occafion no dif
“ference;

« 13, If Fngland will withdraw her affiftance from her Ger-
¢¢ man allies, France will do the fame with regard to hers.
[This propofal Mr. Pitt rejected with difdain. He confideredit
as an attack upon the national integtity, and declared that Great
Britain was unalterably refolved to fupport the king of - Pruffi
with efficacy and good faith.] ;

¢ 14. The releafe of the prifoners is well.

-

-
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e Ananfwer to the sbove ultimaium Was delivered on theif i

« of September to the following purport:

« 1, England-infifts on the tull and entire ceffion of Canadd §
and its appurtenancess the ifland of - Cape Breton, and th

¢

-~

-

iflands in gulph of St. Lawrence ; Canada comprehending
agreeable to the line of limits drawn by M. de Vaudreul
himfelf, when he gave up the province by capitulation, on
one fide the lakes Huron, Michigau, and Superior 3 and
the faid line, drawn from Lake Rouge, cf.mprchcnding bya
winding coutfe the river Onabache to its junction with the
with the “Ohio, and from thence ftretching along this lat
iver inclufively to its confluence with the Miffiffippi. The
Roman Catholic religion (hall be tolerated in Canada: ¢
inhabitants, may fell their effeéts, provided the purchafes
be Britifh fubjects : and fhall be allowed a yeart0 remove
elfewhere. :
c 5. The limits of Louifiana, delivered in a note by M. d
Buffy, cannot be allowed becaufe they compyedend valt tra‘fis
4 of Tand which Vaodreuil cumprehcndcd within Canadd;
« and on the.fide of the Carolinas they c,omprehend extenfivt
¢ régions, and numeruus natuons, under Bngland’s proteftion-
LT o l‘.ngl:—md fhall keep Senegal and Goree ; but, if Franct
e yill fuggeftany reafonable fcheme for fupplying herfelf with
6 [EgIOes, it fhall be confidered.
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urging that the Spanith colonies would lie at the
mercy of the Engliih, if the French power in Amie-

S rica

« 4. Dunkirk fhall be put in the condition it ought to be in
¢ by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. France fhall E)c reftored to
¢ the privilege allowed her in the treaty of Utrecht of filhing
« on the banks of Newfoundland, and drymg_ fith - there.
« France, moreover, fhall be allowed to ca ch fith in the gulph
« of St. Lawrence, and the ifland of St Peter’s thall be.ccdcd
« to her for drying them, provided fhe abftain from ﬁﬂu_ng on
¢ the coaft, and erec no fortification, or keep any military
¢ eftablifhment on the faid ifland ; and provided that an Eng-
« lih commiffary be allowed to refide on it, and Englifh men
“ of war to vifit it from time to time, to fee that the above
¢ ftipulations be obferved. ; ; :

* 5. Noalternative for the neutral (fo called) iflands will be
“ accepted : but the partition of them will fiill agreed to.

‘6. Belleifle, Guadaloupe, and Marigalante, fhall be re-
“ ftored.

“ 7. Minorca fhall be reftored. !
“¢ 8. With regard to the evacuation of the French conquefts in
Germany, England adheres to the 7th article of her w/tima -
tum, and infifts on the reftitution of Wefel, and the king of
Pruffia’s territories

“ 9. England will till fupport the king of Pruffia with vigour
“ and good faith.

“ 10, the reftitution of the fhips taken before the war is
unjuft by the law of nations.

“11. England trufts to France's declaration relative to
Oftend and Nieuport.

“ ‘12, 13, 14. England perfifts in' what fhe faid in her
ultimatuim.

¢ To thefe articles France replied one by one.

“ 1. France agrees to the ceflion of Canada, but afks two
‘ years or eighteen months for the inhabitants of Canada to
fell their effeéts and remove. And defires to know what
England underftands by the appurteiances of Canada.
“"2. France yields up Canada with the limits afligned it by
¢ \ andreuil ; but infifts that the Indians on one fide of the

line fhall be independent under the prote€tion of France ;
and thofe on the other fide independent under the proteétion
of England. The Englifh traders fhall not crofs the line ;

bat the Indians fhall be at liberty to ' trade with hoth
nations.

£ 2. France
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rica fhould be wholly annihilated. The Spaif|
miniftry took the alarm, ' They fancied they fu|
danger. The duc de Choifeuil, the French minifty |
was indefatigable in this affair : he had a.particily
advantage over My, Pitt : his ipfluence in Fram
was every day increafing, whilft Mr. Pitt’s in Eng
land was every day declining.  Choifeuil at lengi

¢ 3. France will cede Senegal and Goree, provided Englat
will: guarantee to France her fettlements at Anamaboo ad
¢s Akra.

¢« 4. For the fake of peace,France will demolifh the new ot
of Dunkirk, fill up the Bafon which is capable of recelin
fhips of the line, and deftroy the rope-walks. The i
article of the treaty of Urecht, telative to the fifhery; fl
be confirmed. The ifland of Miquelon or Michelon fidl
be added to St. Peter’s : a guard of so men fhall be kepior

thofe iflands to fupport the civil magiftrate, no foreign fi
even Englifh, fhall be allowed to teuch there ; but anfnglih
«¢ commiflary may refide there. i
¢¢-¢. 'The 'neutral iflands may be equally divided, prm’ldfd
St. Lucia be part of the fhare of France,
¢ 6; 7. +Erance agreesito,
<. France cannot evacuate countries belonging to/l
Emprefs, Queen. J
¢¢ 9. This article of aflilting the German allies requires et
planation. y
¢ 1o. The demand of the fhips taken before war was dé
s¢ clared, is fo juft, that France cannot depart from it. ]
«" 11. When the preliminaries are figned, the king of Frane
will give it under his hand, that he never intended to kel
Oftend and Nienport. - b
¢ 33. The two Eaft-India companies fhall finifh their 5
¢¢ tiation at the fame time, that the negotiation of the 570 CIOWH
#¢ is concluded,
< 14. This article can admit of no difficulty. ‘
France having thus refufed to acquicice in the term 4
fered by England, Mr. Stanley was ordered to Jeave e’
but it has been fhrewdly, fufpected that M. Bufy had B
orders not to fign this ulsimatum. On the contrarys itis knoi |
of Mr. Pitt that there were enemies to his meafires who enyidd
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his glory and who would rather lofe all the advantages he 25‘
. . qc ¥l
proeured to his country, than fee it made great by his m&”‘ |
| g y

and who exerted their utmoft ftrength in the enforcement i |
above ftipulatiors, to whom, more than tg Mr. Pitt, the ' ]
ing of them principally belongs.



gecomplithed his aim. A treaty between France
and Spain was concluded and figned at Paris on the
25th of Auguft ; purporting, that whoever fhould
declare war againft one, ‘did at that inftant become
an enemy to the other s and they bound themfelves
by mutual oath to aflift each other in all wars of-
fenfive and denfenfive ; they guarantied each other’s
dominions ; and their natural born fubjeéts are to
enjoy all rights, privilegess and immunites, &c.
in both kingdoms ; and their ambaffadors at all
foreign courts are to live in perfect amity and affocia~
tion. Ina word itis a tieaty of firm union and
concord ; formed by ambition to deftroy all balance
of power, and for ever to difturb the peace of man-
kind. This is what is called the family compati :
it was concluded in fo fecret a manner, that not
above one or two perfons, except the figners, had
for fome time any knowledge of it. ‘The connexions
between thefe two branches of the houfe of Bourbon,
were not revitted, when Mr. Pitt difcovered the
intentions of Spain to affift France. It was, when
the plan of the feparate negociation between Eng-
land and France had been fettled 5 when every thing

that human wifdom could forefee, had been hap-

pily arranged and affixed, in laying the bafis of the
treaty, that the machinations of France, and the
defigns of Spain were difcovered. M, Bufly de-
livered a memorial fignifying that the catholic king
defired to fettle his differences with Great Britain
at the fame time that France did.* Mr. Pitt in-

Sz ftantly

POGET

L -

H ﬂszun demanded the reflitution of fome captures made on

ﬂfr dag: a privilege to fifh on the banks of Newfoundland ; and

ra: emolition of the Englifh fettlements in_the bay of Hondu-

» tIttilsdproper to obferve, thatin the conferences between Mz.

fpiri:ul]) M. de Buffy, the Britith minifter, with a dignity and
ecoming his charater and the greatnefs of his nation, al-

wavs
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ftanth took the alarm : he faw the infincerity ¢ f
France; and he rejeGed with difdain the offero§
negociating ¢ through an enemy humbled, and!,
¢« almoft at his feet, the difputes of his nation, with
¢ a power actually in friendthip with us”
returned this offenfive memorial, as wholly inad
miffible, and declared that any further mentiono]
it, would be locked upon as an affront to i}
crown, and incompatable with the fincerity of t
negociation. At the fame time he difpatcheda
meffenger to lord Briftol, the Englith miniftera
Madrid, to remonftrate with energy and firmnely
the unexampled irregularity of that court. Th
Spanith minittry vindicated their proceedings vil

ways treated him fhort : he faid little, and what he faid, i
always final : he left no room for prevarication; and when !
was attempted, he conftantly withdrew : he diftrufted the fixe:
rity of Bufly’s intentions, and the integrity of the French ot}
The French agent was thus deprived of coming at the fecrett |
England, which long conferences and chance expreflions rmgh,f
give him fome intimation of. M Buffythen fethimfelf'towolrn;‘
another way. He found other perfons, who received him b}
affability. By his courtefy and addrefs he made himfelf ag
able to them. Here he employed his dexterity.  He threw
to a farcaflical light every virtue of thofe who were for makit|
the moft of our advantages: he converted refolution, firmnel
and intiepidity, into quixotifm, obftinacy, and infolence; d !
nity, into pride ; and manly boldnefs into haughty prefum’|
on. -Bufy found Mr. Pitt had enemies; to them he gave &

X s : i . 1
dotrine; and they fpread it abroad with uncommon induf

I'hefe ar the time of his refignation poured out a torrent __OfIOE‘J
an : illiberal abufe. Men of eminence and rank joined Wl{h‘;f
Jultuod

governable paffion and acrimony in this factious and tumuteE
cry: they wrote with a malignity that would difgrace the 5
of the loweft dregs of mankind : 'thcy were copious 1n forge“:,'i
of pretended faéts, inorder to furnifh matter for calumny: ‘:,
writings were replete with impofition and deceit. Will n‘.’[‘a:;.
ages wonder at the ingratitude of their countrymens; and will hlc
not recollect that, like the great duke of Martborough ¥ l,;
he had reduced the power -of France to the loweft ebb, he.:;],
driven from his poft, and fcandaloufly reviled: for bis 1155

e fervices ?

Frant |
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i§ France, and infinuated their -attachment to that
il kingdom. Mr. Pitt was now Fonﬁrmrd-, he

r‘ clearly faw the fecret views of Spain; and he faw

Y (hat the artifices and . expreflions of friendfhip for
.c{ Great Britain, were only made ufe of to conceal

thofe views, till the Spanifh, treafure from the Weft
Indies thould be arrived ; and then the king of Spain
o0 would declare himfelf. = The unfeafonable interpo-
¢f fition of  Spain, was the tiue caufe of the negocia-

il tion breaking off. ~All other matters, might per-
tf  haps, have been fettled.  Mr. Pitt by it received an
o0 incurable fufpicion of  the defigns of France and
¢l Spain. After which it was impoffible to bring
i matters to an-happy iffue : therefore, the two mi-
nifters, returned to their refpective courts, in the
month of September.

4 Mr. Pitt inftantly prepared for War, He had
already provided for the atrack of Martinico; and
he purpofed,.that the armament thould go from
df thence to the Havannah without delay. But. his
gh}‘ grand pufh was in Europe: it was his immediate
one. He was fully fatished Spain had refolved to
«f affift France.. He had received intimation, if not

#f acopy of the treaty of union between them : he faw
if the defigns of Spain on Portugal. He refolved to
prevent both ; not by the cautious, and tardy fteps
pf Oof an.ambaflador; but by an early appearance of
@f our commanders in chief, at the head of a great

fquadron, on the coaft of Spain, categorically de-
manding the fulleft f=curity and fatisfadti j

detll

ion of
friendfhip and neutrality : and if refufed, inftancly
dcclaringinvcterale enmity ; and being armed with
the force of the nation, begin to deftroy 3 to itrike

terrors into the bowels of Spain; to intercept the
treafures, and thereby, cuting the Spaniard off

fr.om' his. nerves and finews of war, precipitete
}r“m 1nto his own fnare. ' This was a vigorous re-

. 3 O :
folution ; fuch as is rarely to be met with ] and fuch

ity 43
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as will Be 4n illuftrious;, and eternal monument ¢f
Mr. Pitt’s penetration and {pirit, becaufe time
proved the rectitude of it. At this time, he wis
befet by opponents : he had of late, met with fre:
quent oppofition to his  fchemes ;  therefore,
when he propofed this meafure, he declared
that ¢ this was the time for humbling the

« whole houfe of Bourbon ; that if this opportuni. |
« ty were let flip, it might never be recovered; |
« and if be could not prevail in this inftance, he |
¢ was refolved that this was the /z/# rime he fhould |

< (it in that council. Fle thanked the miniftersof
« the ate king for their fupport 3 faid he himff
¢ was called’ into the miniftry by the people, to
« whom he confidered himfelf as accountable for
< his conduc ; and he would no longer remainm
« 3 firuation which made him refponfible meafure
¢ hewas no longer allowed to guide.” In this grand
and leading motion he was fupported by lord Te-
ple; that nobleman had been his fellow compatriot
and coadjutor from the beginning of his admini-
ftration, and continued fo to the end: all the et
oppofed it. He now faw his influence in the ftat
entirely at anend. He refolved on refigning: his
motives for it were fair and honeft : ‘they were, 4
he knew himfelf ableto anfwer and account for every
part of his conduct hitherto, he thought this the
propereft time to refign his truft, when he could no
longer be ufeful in the execution of it ;' but mufter
ther obftruét and embarrafs the meafures carriedon
by others, if he oppofed them ; or {acrifice his own
fame and honour if he concurred in them contrary
to his own conviéion, and what he apprehended to
be the intereft of his country. Mr. Pitt and lord
Temple immediately refigned, September 5, and
they gave to his majefty their reafons in writing
The king exprefied his concern for the lofs of Mr.
Pitt, and offered him any rewards in the power lof

tie
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the crown to beftow. To have refufed, would have
been infult. Next ddy an annuity of 3000l. was
fettled on him, and a title was conferred on his lad
and her iffue. Never was a penfion fo well beftowed,
nor nobility fo truely merited. It is a fhame any
vindication fhould be neceffary for the acceprance
of the reward.  He did not take it as penfions are
commonly taken, as-a bond for the receiver’s fu-
wre conduc. He is by it under no obligation ; it
isno tie upon him. It was given as a recompence
for his great fervices. 'What man of fenfe or grati-
tude would not have bluthed for his country, if
fuch a_minifter had retired unrewarded ? The fum
was inadequate to his merit ; but the quantum
was regulated by his moderation.. When this was
fettled, his enemies, the enemies of their country,
with their numerous adherents and defperate affa(-
fins, colle&ted and poured forth all their {currilityand
abufe, -in whichthey infamoufly traduced his reward
into a bargain for deferting his country *, in order ta

poifon

* In order to clear his charater from this imputation he fent

the following letter to his friend in the city of London,
s¢ Dear Sir,

“ Finding to my great furprife, that the caufe and manner of’
f my refigning the Seals, is grofly mifreprefented in the city,
: as well as that the moft gracious and fpontaneous marks, of
s his Majefty’s approbation of my fervices, which marks follow-
y ed my refignation, Jbave been infamoufly traduced as a bar-
“ ﬁam for my forfaking the public, I am ander a neceflity of
p eclarmg the truth of l?oth thefe fa&s, in a manner which I
' am fore no gentleman will contradi®. A difference of opini-
i ﬁ;lwnh regard to meafores to be taken againft Spain, of the
3 gheft Importance to t.he honour of the crown, and. to the
i Isnoi? eflential national interefts, (and this founded on whag
« PAn had already done, not on what that Court may farther
i 1%1tend to do) was the caufe of my refigning the Seals. Lord
¥ emple, and I fubmitted in writing, and figned by us, our
i moft humble fentiments to his Mﬁjeﬁy, which being over
¥ ruled by the united opinion of all the reft of the King’s Ser-

Vants, [ refigned the feals on Monday the sth of this month,

€ il’l
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sifon the minds of the people, and turn them againt
him: ‘but his many eminent fervices were foengraven
on their minds, that notwithftanding every art, the
utmoft pains, fpecious arguments, and uncommon
cunning, their opinions and reverence could notbe
eradicated. ~They remembered the 2ra famous for
his comingintothe adminiftration;and under his auf:
pices rcfplendent with the return of Britith valour
and fuccefs; when his high and vigorous energy,
feconded by divine providence, molded party into
concord’; “and raifed that tide of victory, conquef
and national felicity, which ‘carried the arms and
charatter of Great Britain to -the higheft {umait
of glory; moving her on, ¢rowned with honour,
i a rapid and aninterrupted feries of fuccefs, to
the frft and higheft feat of dignity and fame. A
nother party of his enemies railed a cry againft him |
on account of the German Wwars; but when  this |
clamour was thtroduced into a great affembly, bt
made fuch a noble ftand againft his antagonitls,
overthrew their fallacious {yftem, and ftaggered
their little confufed underftandings, with a-gre

e r—
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¢ in order not to remain refponfible for meafures, which Lwa
¢t no longer allowed to guide. Moft gracious public marks of
¢ his majefty’s approbation of my fervices followed my refignd
¢ tion: They are unmerited and unfolicited, and I thall ever
¢ be proud to have received them from the beft of fovereigns
¢« 1 will now only add, my dear Sir, that I have explained
¢¢ thefe matters only for the honour of truth, not in'any viewt
< ‘court return of confidence from any man, who with a credu,
¢ lity, as weak as it is injurious, has thought fit haftily to with-
« draw his good opinion, from one who has ferved his country
¢ with fidelity and fuccefs 5 and who juftly reveres the upright
¢ and candid judgment of it; litele folicitous abcut the cenfurts
-jous and the ungenerous. Accept my fincere
#¢ acknowledgments for all your kind friendfhip, and believt
% me ever with truth and efteem,
September 1, 1761, ¢ My dear, Sir,
S ¢« Your faithful friend, &
It was pretended that an anfwer was wrote to this letter, ut
nofch thing had ever exiftence.

clearnels




( 141 ) 1761.
clearnefs of judgment, an extent of capacity, an
energy of {peech, an exhibition of conduét, an
idea of government, aferics_of meafures, the glory
of Britain and the ruin of France; fuch as ob-
liged them to withdraw their heat, and be fi-
lent. The glorious and immortal victories and
conqueft atchieved while he guided the helm of ftate,
are imprinted in indelible characters on every mind,
and will remain cozval with the exiftence of our
country. He who had done fo much, the people

thought it fcandalous to revile.. Thereis no period

in our hiftory equal to his adminiftration : no mi-
nifter ever thone with fuch integrity and virtue.
He kept no levees; he faw no trifling company s
was embarrafled by no private connexions; was en-
gaged in no intrigue ; never preferred an unde-
ferving perfon, nor ftained his character by one bafe
or unworthy: aCtion: his foul was above meannefs:
little arts belong to narrow minds ; his was exten-
five, and foared to bufinefs of a more important
nature, by which he made his country great. Like
a true Englithman, he was open, bold, free, and
h9n€ﬂ. ‘He“was punctual'ip his office, and exa-
mined every occurrence in it. He had wifdom to
plan, and courage to execute. He honoured the
people, and liftened to their united voice. His
ability and wifdom fpread terror.throughout the
enemy : they preferved harmony with our allies,
and the faith of Great Britain was held inviolably
facred. In his hours of leifure he converfed with
men of knowledge and experience: he fought in-
form‘an()n.’ and by it, together with his own un-
wearied affiduity and amazing penetration, he re-
gulated the great machine of government;-ever
attached to the interefts of the people and the ho-
nour of the crown. In a word, he was the {pirit

of the war, the genius of England, and the comet
of his age,
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