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& Epiftola Chiiftoforf Colom:cui etas rioftramulti debet: de
Fnfulis Indie fupra Gangem nuperinuetis-Ad quas pergrent
das octano antea menfeaufpiciis 7 ere invictiffemoy fernadiz
Delifabet Difpaniay Regii miffus fuerat: ad magnificum dfim
Babriclem Sanchis eorundé ferenifiimon Regum Iefaurariia
miffazqua nobilis aclitteratus vir Leander de Cofco ab hifpa
no idiomatein latinum couertit tertio Rals MNaii» Pcccc-xciii
Pontificatue Blerandri Serti Bnno primos

fuifle gratum tibi foze fcio:bas conftitui erarare: quete

yniufcuiufgg reiinboc noftro itinere gefte inuenteg; ads
moneant:Iricefimotertio diepofts Gadibus difcefli inmare
Fndicii peruenizvbi plurimas infulas innumeris babiratas bo
minibug repperi:quarum omnium pzo feliciffimo Rege noftro
preconio celebzato 7 verillis extenfis contradicente nemine pofs
feffionem accepi:pzimeqs earum dini Saluatozis nomen impor
fuizcuius fretus aurilio tam ad baric: @ ad ceteras aliag peruer
nimue €am %o Indi Guanabanin vocant-Aliari etiam vnam
quangznouo nominenuncupaui : quippe alid infulam Sancte
Darie Conceptionis-aliam Fernandinam. aliam Dpfabellarts
aliam Joanam.« fic de reliquis appellari iuffi«Cum primumin
eaminfulam quam dudum Joanam vocari dixi sppulimass iw
xtaeiug littus occidentem verfus aliquantulum procefli:tamgs
eam magnamunullo reperto fine inuenizvt non infuld: fed conti
nentem Ehatai provinciam effe crediderim: nulla thi videns op
pida municipiaue in maritimis fita confinib?pzeter aliquog vis
087 predia ruftica:cum quoy incolis foqui nequibam-quare i
mul achog videbant furripicbant fugam - Progredicbar vitras
exiftimansaliqudme vrbem villafue inuentur Oenigs videns
o longe admodum progreffis nibil noui emergebat:r bmdivia
nos ad Septentrionem deferebat:gp ipfe fugere exoptab:terris
etenimregnabat bumazad Buftrumag eratin voto cotenderes

Q ‘Goniam fufcepte prounintie rem perfectam me pfecutym




nec minus venti flagitantib? fuccedebat conftitui alicsnd ope
riri fucceiTug:7 fic retrocedens ad portii quenda quem fignaues
ramfum reuerfug:vnde duos boies ex noftris in terrd mifi: qui
inuetigaréreflee ne Rer in ea provincia vrbefue alique. i per
tres dies ambularunt inueneritgg inumeros populos 7 babiras
tiones:paruas th rabfgvllo regimine- quapzoprer redierunte
Pntereaego iamintellexeran a gbufdam Jndis quos ibidé fisr
fceperd quo bmdi prouincia infula quidemerat: 7 ficperreri ozi
entem verfus eiug femp ftringgs lictora vfgg ad miliaria-cecrrii
vbiipfiug infulefuntertremazbinc alidinfulam ad orienté pro
fperi diftanté ab bac Joana miliarib? litii.qua protitus Difpa
namdirizin eameg concefli 7 direxd iter quali per Septentriong
quemadmodum in Joana ad ozientes miliaria-dlrini-que dicta
Foanaalieibideinfule Gferciliflume exiftunt- Decmultis azgs
tutiffimis 1 latis nec aliis quos ynd viderim coparandis porr
tibuseft circundata-multi marimi 7 (alubzes bancinteifluune
Ruvii:mulid quogs Teminentiflimi in ea funt montes: Omnes
beinfisle funt pulcherrime 1 variis diftincre figuris: puie:tmay
xima arboy varietate fidera lambentiii plene:quas nundg foliis
privari credo-Quippe vidi eas ita virentes atqg decozas cenme
feMaio in Difpania folent efle:quar alie floteres alie fructuor
fezaliein alio fbars fm vninfcuinfp qualitaté vigebant: garries
bat pbilomela 1 alii pafleres varii ac inumeri mefe Aouembris
quopfe pereas deambulabd-Sunt preterea in dictainfula Joa
nafeptével octo palmar genera § proceritate Tpulchritudine
quéadmodal cetere ogs arbozes:herbe:fructnfg nras facilecrus
perat Siit vmirabiles pin? agriz pratavaftifiima:varieaves:
‘varia mella:variags metalla ferro excepto-Jn ea aiit qua Difpa
‘nam fupradirim? nuncupari marimi funtmdtes acpulchriz va
‘fta rura-nemoza-campi feraciffimi feri pafciqp 7 pdendis edifici
i apriffimi-Portuil in bacinfula comodiras 7 preftan.ia flumi
ni copia falubzitate admirta boim:q nifi quis viderit:credulita
tez fuperat Dui? arbozes pafcua 1 fructus multii abillis Joane




differunt. Dec preterea Difpana diuerfo aromatis genere-auros
metallifeg abundat-cuivs quidem 7 otum aliag quas ego vidi ¥
2quag cognitione babeo incole vtriufgs fexrus nudi femper ince
dunt quéadmodi edunt in lucem:pzeter aliquas feminas:q fo
lio frondeue a'iqna autbombicino velo pudenda operiunt: ¢3
ipfefibi ad id negocii parant.Carent i oés (vt fupza dixi )quos
ciiqp genere ferri.carét 7 armis vtpote fibi ignetis necad eafiit
apti:nd ppter cozpozis defoxmitatem cii fint beneformati s fed
qafunttimidi ac pleni fozmidine.geftant tfi pzo armis arundis
nesfole puftas:in quay radicib? batile quodda ligneii ficcil et
inmucronem attenuati figunt-neqgiis audet ingiter vti: nafe
peeuenit ciimiferim duos vel trig boies ex meis ad aliquas vil
las vt cil eay loquerent incolis:ertifle agmen glomeratii ex Jn
dig:1vbinros appropinquare videbant fuga celeriter arripuify
fedefpaetiz a patre liberis 7 econtra+z bocnd g cuipiam eox 4
num aliqd vel inturiaillata fuerit:imo ad quofciigs appuli T qui
buscil verbum facere potuizquicqd babeb3 fum elargitus: pan
num aliags pmulea nulla mibi facta verfisra: fed funt natura pa
uidiac timidi-Cetex vbi fe cernunt tutos oi mety repulfo: funt
admodum fimplices ac bone fidei 7in 0ib? que babit liberaliffy
mizroganti g3 poffidet inficiaf nemozquin fpfinos adid pofce
didinutar-Darimi erga ofs amo2é piefefernnt:dant queas ma
“g1aproparuis:minima i3 rznibiloue otenti.ego attf pbibuine
td minia oulli? peecii bifce darent : vt funt landie parapfidiis
vitrigfragmenta-ité clagi ligule.quan fi boc potert adipifc
videbat eis pulchariimamadi poffidere iocalia-Beciditn qué
dam navitam ranti auri pddus babuifle p2o via ligula quanti
funt tres aurei folidi-z fic alios proaliis minoris pzeciizpleitinm
pz0 blanquis nouis:quibyfda niimis aureia: p qb? babédis da
‘bantquicquid petebar veditoz: puta vnciam ci dimidiaz duas
aurizvel triginta 7 quadragintabombicis pondos qua ipfiiam
nowerant ite3 arcuum-ampiozesbpdrie.doliigs fragmenta bom
bice 7 auro tand beftie comparabant.quod quia iniquum fane




erat vetuizdediqs eis multa pulchia 7 grata que mecii culerd nul
lo interueniente premio-vt eos mibi facilius piliarem fierentqg
xpicoleT vt fintproniin amozemerga Regé Regind prncipias
nioftros T yniuerfag gentes Difpanieac ftudeanc perquirere cos
aceryare cagg nobis tradere quib? ipfi affgunt 1noe magnope

reindigemus. Aullamif nozunc idolatriam: imo firmiffime cre

ditotm vim:oém potentiam:oia denizy: bona effe in celo : mem

inde cum bisnavibus tnaytis defcédiffe:args hoc animo vbigg
fui fufceptus poftpmetum repulerant-Qec funt fegnes autry

des:quinfummi ac perfpicacis ingenii:v bomines qui tranfTre,
tantmare illud no fine admiratide vniufcuiufgs rei rationé reds
dune:fed nundp videriit gentes veftitas neqs nauesbmoi- €go

ftatim atgzad mareillud perueni e primainfula quofd@ Jndos
violgnter arripuizqui edifcerent a nobis 7 nog pariter docerent
eaquoy ipfiin iifce partibus cognitionem babebant : Ter voto

fuscceflit:nam bzeui nos ipfos:7 11 nos tum geftu ac fignis: tum

verbig intellepzrunt:magnogs nobis fucre emolumentos: venitit
modo mecum qui lemper putant me defiluifie e celo:quauis din
nobifcum verfati fuerint hodieq verfenturiet ii erant primiqui
i#d quocungz appellabamus nuntiabant:alii deinceps aliig elar
tavocedicentes:(Jenite venite Tvidebitis géres etbereas Qud
obrem tam femine Jvivi:tam impuberes @ adulei : ¢divuenes
@ fennes depolira formidine paulo ante pcepra nos certatimvife
bantmagnaiter tipante caterva:aliis cibum:aliis porum affes
rentibus marinto cum amoze ac beniuolentia incredibili-abet
wnaqueq infula multas fcapbas folidi ligni:2 fi anguftas.lony
gitudine tii acformanoftris biremibus fimiles:curfy aiit velor
ciozes: Regunturremistantimodo: Dag quedas funt magne:
quedam parne:queddin medio confiftat-Plures tfi biremique
remiget duodeuiginti tranftris maiozes:cil quibusin oteillas
infulas:que innumere funt:traficitur. cumas iisfuam mercatuy
ram ecercent 7 inter eos comertia fiunt-gliquas ego barumbir
wemii feufeapbay vidi q vebebant feptuaginta 1 octuagintane




miges/Jn omnibus iis infulis nulla eft diverfitag inter gentis
effigies:nulla in mozibus atgs loquela < quin oés feintelligunt

dinufcem:queres pertilig eft ad id qo fereniffimos Reges no
ftros exoptare precipue reo:fcs eoy ad fct@m xpi fidem puerfios
nem-cui gdem quanti intelligere potui facillimi funtet pronis
iri quéadmodd fum progreflue anteainfulam Joanam per re
crum eramiten occafus in ozientem miliaria-cccrrii-fm qua via
= interuallumitineris pofium dicere banc Joanam eflemaiozes
#inglia 1 Scotia fimul-nags vitra dicta-ccerrdi: pafluimiliain
ea parte que ad occidentem profpectat due:quas nd petii: fuper
funt provincie:quay alterandi Bnan vocant cuivs accole cau
dati nafcuntur. Zendunt in longitudines ad miliaria.clrrr.ve
ab bis quos vebo meci Jndis percepi:quiois bas callent infur
tas Difpane %o ambit?maiozeft tota Difpania aColonia vigg
ud fontem rabidum Dirtcgs facile arguit g quartum eiug latus
quod ipfe per rectd lined occidentig in ozientem traieci miliarig
continet-dxl-Decinfulaeft affectanda 7 affectata nd fpernenda
in qua « fialiag oim vt diri pro inuictiffimo Regenoftro folen
niter poffeffioner accepizearilgzimperium dicto Regi penitus
eomittitur:in opoztuniozi tii loco atgs omni lucro et cCmertio
condecenti cuiufdd magne wille:cui Rativitatis diii nomen des
dimus:poffeffionem peculiariter accepi 2 ibiggarcem quandom
erigereextemplo iufli:que modo iam debet effe pacta:in qua bo
mines qui neceffarif funt vifi cii omni armoy genere Tvitra an
num victy opoztuno reliqui-Jtem quanda caranelld 7 pro aliis
conftruendis tam in bac arte (B in ceterig peritos: ac einfdein/
fule Regis erga eos beniuolentiam 7 familiaritate incredibiles
Suntenim gentesille amabiles admodum 1benigne:eo g Rer
predictue mefrare fui dici gloziabal - Etfiainmrevocarent et
fis qui in arce manferunt nocere velint:nequeunt: ga armis cal
sent:nudiincedic 7 nimiil timidisideo dictd arcom ten€tes dun
tarat piit tord eam infulam nullofibi imingte difcrimine popu/
arizdummo leges quas dedim? ac regimen nd exceddt: Jn oib?




iisinfulis vt intellexi quifg vni th siugi acquielcit:preter pain
€ipes aut reges:qbus viginti bie licet- femine magis & viri las
bo:arevidentur-necbene potui intelligere an babeat bona pro
pra:vidienim g vnus babebat slifs impartiri:pzefertim dapes
obfoniazbmdrAullumapud eos monftrii reperi ve pleriqs exie
ftimabant:fed boies magne reuerentie atqz benignos. Aec fune
nigrivelut ethiopes-babent crines planos 7 demiffos: non des
gt vbi radiog folaris emicat calozpmagna nangs bic eft folis
vebementia:propterea ¢ ab equinoctiali linea diftat-Gibi viden
tur g-adus fex Tviginti ecmontiii cacuminib?Marimii quogg
vigez frigus:fed id qlemmoderantur Jndi tum loci cofuetudi
ne-tumrerd ealidiffunay quib?frequenter 7 lnruriofe vefcunt
pefidio Jraqs mditra aliqua nd vidi:negs eox alicubi babui co
gnitionzm.excaptaquada infiula Charis nuncupata: quefecun
daer D fpania mJadiam tran(Fretantib? exiftic.qua gens que
dam afinitimis babita ferocioz incolit. Di carne bumana vefcii
tur-Dabent predicti bivemiil genera plutima gbus in ois Jndiy
casinfulastraiiciunt.depzedansfurripiunt quecis piie: Ribil
abalita differunenifi g geriit moze femineo longos crines vtiis
turarcub? fpiculis arpadineis f ris ve dirim?in groffiozi par
tz attzanatis baftilib?.idzogs babent feroces:quare ceteri Jndi
inecoanftomety plecrunt:fed bos ego nibili facio plus B alios
Difunt q cobenne ci quibufda feminis:que fole infild Mateur
nin p:im3 ex Difpania in Indid traiicientib? babitant. De aiit
femine nulli fui ferus opus erercent:yruntur enim arcubuys et
fpiculis ficut deean piugibus diri muniunt fefe laminis eneig
quap maxima apud eas copia eriftic. Alid mibi infuld affirmat
fisp-adicea Difpana maiorg:eius incole carée pilis. auroginter
altasporiflimi exuberat-Duius infule 1 aliay quas vidi hoies

ecid pozeo.qui oy que diri ezftimoniiiperbibet: Denigzvt no
ftridifceffis veeleris renerfionis compendiii ac emolumentum
brewbus aftringd boc palliceo:menoftris Regibus inuictifly
mig paruo eoy fultid auxiliostantiauri daturi quanti eisfue




yit oplig.tifi vero aromatum-bombicie-mafticie:q apud Chirim
duntarat innenitur- tantiigs ligni aloes: tantum feruog bydos
latrarum squantum eowum maicftas voluerit exigere. it. mrets
barbarum 7 aha aromatum genera que ii quosin dicta arce reli
quiiaminueniffe atq; inuenturos eriftimo + qiiquidem ego nul
libi magis fum mozatus nili quantum me coegerunt ventizy ze’
ter{p in villa Pativiratis:dum arce3 condere 7 tuta oiaeffe pzo
pidi.Que 7 fi marima 7 inaudita funt:multo th maioza fozent
fi naues mibi vt ratio erigit fubueniffent-Uep mul vmacmira
bile boc:nec noftrig meritis correfpondens:fed fancte <hxiftias
nefideiznoftro:umag Regum pietati ac religioni: quia quod bu
manus confequi nd poterat intellectus:id b-.manis coceflit di
pinug.Solet enim deus feruus fuos:quig fua precepta diligie
qinimpoflibilibug exaudire:vrnobisin prefentia contigit:qui
ea confecuti fumus que bactenus moztalivm vires minime atti
gerant:nam fibard infulay quipiam aliquid fcripferunt gutlo
cuti funt:omnes per ambages 1 coiecturag-nemofe eas vidifle
afferit-vnde prop: videbatur fabula. Jgitur Rex 7 Regina pzin
cepfas ac eoy regna felicifl ma cuncteg ali- Euftiancy prouin
cie Saluatozi dio noftro Jefu Chrifto agam? gratias: qui tan
tanos victoia munereqs donauit:celebrentur p:ocefiiones-per
agantur folennia facra:feftags fronde velentur delubra- exultet
Chriftus in terris quemadmodum in celig exultat:quom tot po
pulo:um perditas antebac animas faluatum iri preuider- Jete
mur ¥ nos:cum propter eraltationem noftre fidei- tum proprer
rerum remporalivm incrementazquoy non folum Difpania fed
vniverfa Chriftianitaseft futura particeps:  Dec vt geftafunt
fic beuiter enarrata, Gale (lifbone pridie Jdus Martiie

Chiiftoforns Colom Oceane claflis Tzefectuge




@&pigramma-R-L.de Co:baria Epifcopi Montifpaluliie
#d Inuictiffimum Regem Difpaniarums

Fam nulla Difpanis tellys addenda Lriumpbie
Htgyparum tantig viribus ozbis erats

‘Runclonge Eois regio depzenfa fub yndigs
Buctura eft titulos Betice magne tyoss

‘Unde repertozi merito referenda Colombe
Gratia:fed fummo eft maio: babéda deos

Qui vincenda parat noua Regna tibig fibigg

Teq; fimul foztem preftat 1 effe pium.




A LETTER

or

Christopher Columbus.

e

Aving now accomplifhed the undertakingupon which

I fet out, I know that it will be agreeable to you to

be informed of all that I have done and difcovered

in my voyage. On the thirty-third day after I had

left Cadiz, .I reached the Indian Ocean, where I

found a great many iflands, peopled by innumerable inhabi-
tants, of all which I took poffeffion, without refiftance, in the
name of our moft illuftrions King, with public proclamation
and hoifting our colours,  To the firft of thefe iflands, [ gave
the name of the Divine Saviour, trufting to whofe protection
I had reached it and all the reft. [Its Indian name, however,
is Guana-hanyx. In like manner, I gave new names to the
whole. One was named from Holy Mary of the Conception,
another Fernandina, another {abella, another Joanna, and in
like manner of the ret. When we landed upon that ifland,
which, I have juft faid, was named Joanna, I proceeded along
its {hore, fomewhat towards the weft, and found it of fo great
an extent, without any apparent termination, that I conceiv-
ed it not to be an ifland, but part of the Continent, a pro-
vince of Cathay. However, you fee neither cities nor towns
fituated on its {hores, only a few villages and rural farms, 1
could not enter into converfation with its inhabitants ; and,
accordingly, as foon as they faw us they took flight. I advan-
ced forward, thinking that [ fhould find fome town, or country
houfes ; but, at length, perceiving that nothing new was likely
to appear, however far we might go, and that our progrefs was
carrying us direétly north, which I was particularly defirous
to avoid, as winter was now fet in, and the winds were befides
favourable for our voyage fouthwards, the direGtion which I
wifhed, [ determined to make no further fearch, but returned
to a harbour, whofe fituation I had marked. I notwithftand-
ing fent from hence two of our men into the country, to in-
quire, whether there were any king or cities in the province.
They
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They purfued their courfe for three days;, and met with innu-
merable people and inhabitants, a paltry race, however, and
without any government; fo they returned. I had, in the
mean time, been informed by fome Fndians, whom I found
there, that the country was in fa& an ifland. I accordingly
proceeded towards the eaft, always keeping along the fhores,
for three hundred and twenty-two miles, where the ifland is
terminated.  From hence 1 faw another ifland to the eaft,
diftant from this of Joanna 54 miles, to which I immediately
gave the name of Hifpaiia; atid itiade for it.  As I had before
done at Joanna, I courfed along it to the eaft, by the
north; for 564 miles. Jodntia, and the rell of thefe iflands,
afe aftonithingly fertile. This onelis furroutided by the fafeft
and moft admirable harbout$ which I ever faw: there are
likewife in it many very lofty mountains. All thefe iflands
are very beautifully fhaped; in a great diverfity of forms,
They abound in the fileft viiriety of trees, fo lofty that they
feem to reach the ftars, never, I believe, without foliage § for,
when [ {aw them; they were as beautiful and green as our
trees in Spain are in the month of May ; fome in flower, others
bearing fruit, others in a different ftate, but edch mofl {aited
1o its quality. The nightingale, and innumerable other birds
of all kinds, fung aniidft their fhades: and yet it was the
month of November when I paffed under them. 1In theabove
mentioned ifland of Joanna, there are moreover feven or eight
kinds of palm-trees ; which, for fiature and beauty (as indeed
may be faid of all their other trees, herbs;, and fruits), far {fur-
pafs ours.  There are pines, too, of an admirable beauty, fields
and meadows of the utmoft extent, birds 6f many different fpe-
cies, honey of various flavours, metals of all kinds, except iron.
In thal one which, as T have alréady faid, I called Hifpafia,
the mountains are the higheft, the country and woods are of
great extent, the meadows very frintfal, and particularly well
adapted for corn, pafture, or the fituation of houfes, The
convenience of the harbours in this ifland, and the abundan'ce
and falubrity of the rivers, muft almoft excéed the belief ‘6f
thofe who have not feen them. Its trees, paftures, and fruits,
are very different from thofe in Joanina. Tt abounds befides
in various forts of aromatics, in gold ‘dnd metals.  Of this
ifland, and of all the others which I'kave feen or obtainéd‘any
knowledge of, the inhabitants’go ‘nakeéd, both fexes uhke,juyt
as ‘they were born ; ‘except ‘that '{offie‘of 'tHe Wwotiién have a
Jeaf, or fome fort of ‘cotton ‘¢overing, Which ‘they themfelves
‘prepafe
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prepare for that purpofe, about their middle.” As I have al-
ready faid, all thefe people are utterly without iron” of ‘any
fort ; they are alfo without arms, of which they know not the
ufe, and .indeed would be ill adapted to make ufe of thiem ;
not from any bodily defedts, for'they are well formed, but be-
caufe they are remarkably timid and fearful. The only kinds
of arms they poffefs are canes parched in the fun, on the roots
of which they fix a fort of fpearhead of dry wood fharpened
into a point : yet thefe they do not often dare to ufe, for it
frequently happened that when I had fent two or three of my
men to fome of the villages that they might have communi-
cation with their inhabitants, a whole body of Indians would
come out ; but no fooner did they fee our men approach, than
off they fet, parents deferting their children, ‘and children
their parents without any fcruple.  Nor was this owing to any
violence on my part, as I was particularly anxious that they
fhould meet with no injury ; on the contrary, among what-
ever people I landed, or whom I could bringto a conference,
I always imparted to them, in quantities, whatever I happen-
ed to have, fuch as cloths and many other things, nor took
any thing from them in return. But they are by nature of a
very timid difpofition. Whenever they know themfelves to
be in fafety however, and get over their fears, they are an un-
commonly fimple and honeft people, very liberal in beftowing
whatever they poffefs. . They never refufe a requefi; nay they
themfelves invited us to make demands of them. They have
in truth a fhow of the greateft good will to all: they give
things of great value for what is of fcarce any, and are indeed
content with very little or almoft nothing “in exchange. 1T
however made a point that they fhould not be impofed upon
by the very trifling and worthlefs articles which were apt to be
given them, fuch as broken bits of earthenware, or of glafs,
likewife nails ; although the truth is, if they might but obtain
thefe, they thought themfelves poffefled of the moft beautifil
ornaments in the world. A failor, on one occafion, got for
one nail as great aweight of gold as would have made three
golden nobles : and in the fame way, for other artieles of fill
lefs value, they gave whatever the purchafer was inclined to
afk them. But becaufe I felt this to be an unjuft fpecies of
traffic, 1 forbid it; and gave them many ufeful and beautiful
articles which 1 had brought along with me, without any re-
turnbeing afked, that I mightrender themmore friendly to me,
that Lmight gain them over to the Chriftian faith, that they
§ might
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might be well affected towards our King, Queen, Nobles, and
the whole Spanifh people, and fearch out for thofe things
in which themfelves abound, and of which we are much in
want, and, laying up ftores of them, have wherewithal to enter
into traffic with us. They have no idolatry amongft them ;
but feem to have a firm perfuafion, that all force, power, and
all good things, are from Heaven, from whence indeed they
imagined that I had come down with my thips and failors ;
as I difcovered from them, after they had fo far loft their ap-
prehenfions as to converfe with us.  They are neither fluggith,
nor rude; on the contrary, they are of an intelligent and pier-
cing mind ; and the relations which thofe of them who ferry
acrofs the feas give of the various particulars which they have
{een, are very diftinét and lively. But none of them had ever
before feen any people clothed, or fhips fuch as ours. As
foon as I had come into that fea, [ carried off by force from
the firft ifland which I reached, a few of the inhabitants, who
might be inftrufled by us, and infiruét us in the courfe of our
voyage, concerning the matters with which they were conver-
fant; and the plan turned out remarkably well.  In a very
fhort time, we underftood them, and they us by geftures and
figns, and even words ; and they were of great ufe to us.
They never, however, gave up the impreffion, however long
they remained with us (and indeed they fiill are with us) that
1 had lighted down from Heaven ; and they fpread the notion
wherever we landed, calling out with a loud voice, which was
repeated from one to another, Come, Come, and you will fee
a race of ethereal people! The confequence has been, that,
laying afide their fears formerly entertained, vaft crowds of
men and women, children and adults, young and old, came
round us from all quarlers; fome offering us meat, others drink,
with the utmoft and moft incredible kindnefs. = All thefe
Iflands poflefs many boats made of folid wood, and although
very narrow, yet relembling our boats both in length and form,
only confiderably more rapid in their courfe. ~They are man-
aged by oars only. Some of them are large, others {mall,
and olhers again of a middling fize. With the larger ones
they pafs from one ifland to another, and carry on a traffic
throughout them all, innumerable as they are. I have feen
fome of thefe boats or barges which carried feventy or eighty
rowers. In all thefe iflands there is no diverfity in the ap-
pearance of the people ; their manners and fpeech are alike,
fo that they all underftand one another ; a circumftance pecu-
liarl
4




A Letter of Chriftopher Columbus.

liarly important for the purpofe which our moft Serene King
had principally in view, their converfion, I mean, to the holy
faith of Chrift. As far as I can make out, they are very far
from being difinclined to it. I already mentioned how Icoaft-
ed along the ifland Joanna 322 miles to the eali; and I.am
perfuaded, from what 1 faw and heard, that this ifland is great-
er than England and Scotland together. It contains two other
provinces which I did not fee, one of which the indians call
Anan, where there are men with tails, and that provinceis 180
miles long, according to the report of thofe Indians whom I
carry along with we, and who are very well acquainted with
thefe iflands. The circumference of Hifpana I take to be
greater than that of all Spain, a Cologna ufque ad fontem ra-
bidum, if I may reckon as a fourth of the whole, that fide,
which I paflfed along in a right line from weft to eaft, about
540 wiles. On thisifland of Hifpafia, although I had folemn-
ly taken poffeffion of all thefe iflands in the name of our in-
vincible King, [ yetfixed upon a {pot more advantageous than
any other for commerce, and every opportunity of wealth,
with a view to the eretion of a metropolis, to which I have
given the name of our Lord’s Nativity, and of which, in a
more peculiar manner, [ have taken poffeflion for the King,
There [ immediately gave orders for the building a fort, which
will foon be finithed, in which as many men as may be necef-
fary, with all forts of arms, and more than a year’s provifion,
may be left. Here likewife [ (hall eftablifh a carpenter’s work-
fhop, and leave people fkilled, not only in this, but in other
arts, partly on account of the great friendthip and kindnefs
which [ have experienced from the King of this ifland, the
inhabitants of which have been moft amiable and well-affe&-
ed ; and the King has even gloried in ftyling me his brother.
If they fhould change their difpofitions, they yet cannot hurt
thofe who are left in the fort, however defirous they might be
of doing fo. They have a great dread of arms, are themfelves
naked, and remarkably timid, {o that the pofleffors of the fort
may in faét be faid to poflels the whole ifland, without any
hazard to themfelves, if they will keep within the laws and re-
gulations which I have prefcribed for them. In all thefe
iflands, according to my information, no man has more than
one wife, except the Chiefs and Kings, who may have as
many as twenty. The women feem to work more than the
men ;and I have not been able to difcover, whether there is
any fuch thing as {eparate property ; for [ haye always (l;een

thefe
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thefe people impart to each other whatever they had, parti-
cularly foed, and things of that fort. 1 found no monfters
among them, as fouie have imagined, but everywhere men of
a very eftimable and benign afpe@t. Neither are they black,
like the Africans : their hair is fmooth and long. Indeed, they
do not live in a country where the folar rays are particularly
powerful, being difiant from the equator about fix-and-twenty
degrees. The cold is very severe onthe tops of the mountains.
Yet the Indiuns of thefe regions prevent its moft difagreeable
effects, ‘partly by the ufe of very high feafoned food, of which
they are extremely fond ; and cuftom inures them to the cli-
mate. There are then, as 1 have faid, nomonfiers, at leaft
that I faw; and the only information I received of any
fuch, was of the inhabitants of an ifland called Charis, which,
to thofe who are failing for India, follows fecond in order
immediately after the ifland of Hifpafia. This people are
looked upon by their neighbours as very ferocious, {o as even
to eat human fleth. They have many varions forts of boats,
with which they pals into all the Indian iflands, and carry off
whatever they lay their hands on. They differ in no refpect
in appearance from the other iflanders, except that they have
long hair like women. They make ufe of ‘bows, and cane
fpears with whetted points, fixed, as T have already defcribed,
in the thicker part. From their ferocity, they are objeéts of
great terror to the reft of the Indians ; but, for my part, they
do notfeem to me more formidable than the others. They co-
habit with a race of women who are the fole inhabitants of
another ifland immediately fucceeding Hifpafia, as you fail for
India. Thefe women are not employed in the common occu-
pations of their fex, but, like their hufbands, carry bows and
{pears, and are proteéied by plates of brafs, with which their
ifland abounds. I'have been told that there is another.ifland
ftill larger than Hifpafa : its inhabitants'have no fpears, but,
like all the others, are overflowing with gold. Some of the
inhabitants of this, and of the other iflands which I havefeen,
T'have along with me, who confirm, by their teftimony, the
above particulars.

To conclude with fumming up, in a few words, the advan=
tages to' be derived from this our fhort voyage and fpeedy re-
turn, I may fairly promife, that I can fupply our invincible
Sovereigns, if I am fupported by their kind affiftance, with as
mauch gold as they can have occafion for, and as great a quan-

' tity of arematics and aloes and rhubarb, as their Majefties l;lmy
think
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think proper to require. I have no doubt that thefe will be
collected in great abundance by the men whom I have left
in the fort, for I myfelf made no longer ftay than the winds
forced me, except the timeIremained in the city of the Nativity
while the fort was building, and I was providing for the fafety
of thofe who were to be left. Thefe are very great, and, as
yet, unheard-of advantages : but they might be much further
extended, if, as would'be reafonable, a fupply of fhips thould
be given me. This great and wonderful field of difcovery is
far beyond our merit, and can correfpond only to the magni-
ficence of the Chriftian Faith, and to the piety and religion
of our Sovereigns. " It is not the accomplifhment of an human
intellect, but is truly the gift of the Divine Mind. Itis not
unufual indeed with God to liften to the entreaties of his fer-
vants who love his precepts, even when they feem to be afk-
ing impoflibilities, as appears 1o have been his dealing with
us, who have been permitted to perform what the powers of
men had never before fo much as bordered upon. For what-
ever may have been hinted in former times of the exiftence
of thefe iflands, either in writing or in difcourfe, it is certain
that it was only by obfcure conjecture, and that no one ever
afferted that be had feen them ; and accordingly their exift-
ence appeared merely fabulous. Let then our King and
Queen, their Nobles, and all their happy realms, and indeed
all the nations of Chriftendom, return thanks to our Saviour
the Lord Jefus Chrift, becaufe he has magnified us with fo
great bounty and victory : let folemnn proceffion and other holy
offices be celebrated : and let the temples be veiled with fef-
tive boughs. Glory be henceforth to Chrift on the earth, as
there is glory in the Heavens, for he is advancing forth to
bring falvation to the perithing fouls of the Heathen. Let us
too rejoice, both on account of the exaltation of our Faith,
and of theincreafe of our temporal advantages, in which not
only Spain but all Chriftendom will participate. This then
is a fhort narration of our performances. Farewell,—Lifbon,
the day before the Ides of March.
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